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Historic Hale House to be sold

Senior Neighbors has
spent over 30 years and has
shared space with Gilda’s
Club Grand Rapids since
2009 in Lowell’s historic
“Hale House.” Gilda’s
Club Lowell, a cancer and
grief support organization,
and Senior Neighbors, a
nonprofit that serves to
enhance the lives of senior
citizens, will relocate from
their current location to the

so kind to us and embraced
Gilda’s Lowell Clubhouse
as we served community
members in their beautiful

farmhouse,” said Wendy
Wigger, Gilda’s Club Grand
Rapids president. “While

we leave behind the fond
memories we’ve had in this
home, we are excited about
the new home that awaits
us at First Congregational
UCC of Lowell,

where

community space.

First Congregational UCC
of Lowell (UCC), located
at 865 Lincoln Lake Avenue
SE. Senior  Neighbors,
which owns the farmhouse
at 314 S. Hudson St., will
give the community an
opportunity to own a piece
of Lowell history when
it lists the house for sale
in the coming weeks. The
organizations will begin
offering their respective
programs at UCC beginning
May 22.

“For the past 14 years,
Senior Neighbors has been

Senior Neighbors and Gilda’s Club
Lowell Clubhouse relocate to large

we can grow and better
support our members and
the communities we serve in
Kent County and beyond.”

First ~ Congregational
UCC of Lowell’s mission
includes community
outreach, which started with
Open Table, a non-profit
completely run by volunteers
that prepares a free meal
once-a-week, where all are
welcome. Senior Neighbors
and Gilda’s Club will join

Hale House,
continued page 9

Lowell Senior Neighbors and Gilds's Club are relocating to a larger
community space at the First Congregational UCC of Lowell.
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Dixon’s Violin
performs at Sound Check

By ClIiff Yankovich
contributing writer

Dixon’s Violin
captivated a full house of
music lovers, at Sound
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Check last Friday night. Who
or what is Dixon’s violin?
Great question — it is a
musical experience provided
by Ann Arbor musician,

Dixon performing at Sound Check, inside the
Lowell United Methodist Church, last Friday.

Dixon, and his violin. What
or where is Sound Check?
It is the great music venue
tucked inside the Lowell
United Methodist Church
at 621 East Main Street. If
you appreciate local and
regional music in a quiet,
intimate performance
space, with great sound,
then this is the place for
you. (www.facebook.com/
SoundCheckLowell)

Back to Dixon — he
just goes by the one name.
When considering Dixon, it
is a hard call to talk about
his music or his personal
journey first because the
two are so integral to the
Dixon experience. (Excuse
me while T flip a coin.)
Music wins the toss.

Dixon approaches his

Dixon, continued
page 8

From Delton to

Churchill Downs, Chase
Chamberlin becomes a

Kentucky Derby winner

Jayson Bussa
Contributing writer

Not everyone gets
to turn their passion into
a profession, but Chase
Chamberlin is one of the
fortunate few.

Growing up as a
kid in the Delton area,
Chamberlin  might have
participated in plenty of
other activities available
to him, but those hobbies
would eventually fall to the
wayside for his one true
passion: horses.

“At that point in my
life, 1 was basically like,
‘I need more horses,’” the
33-year-old  Chamberlin
said about growing up. “I
played all the sports there
was to play as a kid and
slowly but surely gave all
those up to focus more and
more on horses.”

In what he described

as a surreal experience, that
former kid who went on his
first horse ride on Hallock
Road in Hickory Corners
nearly 30 years ago found
himself at Churchill Downs
in Louisville, Ky. for the
149th  Annual Kentucky
Derby last Saturday. And
he wasn’t just there to
watch — he found himself
hoisting the sterling silver
trophy as one of the proud
owners of the derby-
winning colt named Mage.

HORSIN’ AROUND

While  Chamberlin’s
career in horse racing is
still young, Saturday’s win
could have been considered
a storybook ending by
all definitions, especially

Derby, continued
page 2
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Derby, continued

considering how passionate
he was about horses growing

up. Chamberlin attended
Gull  Lake Community
Schools, but his parents

and grandparents went to
Delton Kellogg, placing the
family’s roots firmly in that
community, as well.

Like many kids,
Chamberlin became
interested in horses when
he went on that fateful ride
along Hallock Road.

“My obsession took off
from there,” Chamberlin
said.

Chamberlin  would go
on to participate in 4-H
throughout his school years
but also had the opportunity
to show Arabians and half-
Arabians on a national level.

But, when it came
time to head off to college,
Chamberlin was looking at
a few different schools and
wasn’t sure how he was
going to balance school
while continuing to pursue
his passion for horses.

“l was considering a lot

of different colleges and my
parents were like if you want
to keep your horses — | had
a bunch of show horses at the
time — you have to stay in
the state,” Chamberlin said.
“l don’t know if they thought
| was going to want to leave.
| don’t know if that was an
impetus to get rid of the
horses but it didn’t work. It

had the opposite effect.”
Chamberlin landed
at  Western Michigan

University, remaining in the
state, and was able to keep
his horses.

Life after WMU was
about the only time that
Chamberlin’s path to a
career with horses took a
bit of a detour. He went to
work as the head of growth
for a digital video agency
in Cincinnati, where he
produced video content for
some of the world’s largest
companies and start-ups.

That’s when an

acquaintance of Chamberlin,
who had graduated from
Gull Lake High School eight
years before him and went

Jockey Javier Castellano, perched on top of
Mage, looks up at the sky in celebration after
winning last Saturday’s Kentucky Derby. Bran
Doxtator and Chase Chamberlin can be seen to

the left.

Family Dentistry Since 1994

» Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults
» Immediate Emergency Treatment

into the corporate finance
field, reached out with a
professional opportunity —
and it involved horses.

“He had this business
idea and he sent me SEC
documents — it was
like 500 pages of SEC
documents over Instagram,”
Chamberlin  said of his
now-business partner Brian
Doxtator. “Horses were the
only thing that could make
me pore through a 500-page
SEC document. No chance
otherwise.”

Chamberlin liked the
idea, but that didn’t make the
decision to pivot his career
an easy one.

“It’s a special thing —
| feel fortunate that | had a
job that I loved that made
it difficult to leave for a job
that was square in line with
my passions,” Chamberlin
said.

OFF TO THE RACES

The two started what is
called Commonwealth, an
investment app that allows
anyone around the world to
invest in athletes, receiving
dividends if, or when, that
athlete’s carer takes off.
Right now, Commonwealth
specializes in racehorses,
but the company is also in
the process of incorporating
athletes of the human variety,
beginning with a couple of
golfers.

With only society’s
affluent able to purchase
these top-dollar racehorses,
Commaonwealth allows
people of all walks of life to
buy shares of a horse for as
little as $50.

There are some
successful horses on
Commonwealth’s roster, too,
including Country Grammer,
which  was the world’s
highest-earning racehorse in
2022.

But one horse has stolen
the attention from all others:
Mage.

This colt was the one
to win last week’s Kentucky
Derby in just his fourth race
start. Chamberlin said that
the ownership group would
soon decide whether or not
Mage would continue to run
in the Preakness on May 20
at the Pimlico Race Course
in Baltimore, the second race
in the Triple Crown series.
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Chase Chamberlin (right) and Brian Doxtator, both of whom attended
Gull Lake Community Schools and Western Michigan University, celebrate
a Kentucky Derby victory last Saturday after their colt, Mage, won the race.

(Photos provided)

Mage was found at
an auction in Maryland by
what is called a bloodstock
agent, essentially a scout
for  racehorses. Mage’s
bloodline was a strong
one, his sire (father) was a
horse called Good Magic,
who had logged a second-
place finish in a Kentucky
Derby. Coincidentally,
Good Magic’s sire was a
third-place Kentucky Derby
finisher of his own.

Mage went for
$290,000 and Chamberlin
and his company purchased
a 25 percent stake. This
allowed them, through
Commonwealth, to attract
micro investors around the
world.  Chamberlin  said,
at the time of the horse’s
Kentucky Derby victory,
Mage had 382 shareholders
through Commonwealth.

While these
shareholders will receive a
payoff for the win, the real
money will start flowing
when Mage becomes a
breeding horse, where past
Kentucky Derby winners
can fetch anywhere from
$30,000 to $50,000 per
breeding and can breed up to
200 mares a year.

“This is a thing you
buy a ticket and take the
ride,” Chamberlin said of
his company. “And that’s
important to us. | don’t want
to get hard-working people

to part with their money and
be foolish about it. 1 want
them to come in with an
amount they’re comfortable
with and have a lot of fun.
It’s an amazing journey.

The journey hasn’t been
too shabby for Chamberlin,
either. Last Saturday
wasn’t the first Kentucky
Derby he has attended, but
the experience was much

stage you do have to take a
moment, take it in and just be
grateful that you’re there.”

And while the sport of
horse racing has long been
associated with the upper
class of society, Chamberlin
said that both he and
Doxtator are proud of where
they came from.

“We’re proud of our

Chamberlin and the company he co-founded
bought Mage (pictured) last summer. The horse
won the Kentucky Derby on just his fourth start.

different.

“There is nothing like
having a horse in the race,”
Chamberlin said. “Honestly,
one in a thousand horses
get to start in the Kentucky
Derby. You have to feel like
you already won just by
showing up and that really
was our attitude. I’m a very
competitive guy; | want to
win, but when you get to this

midwestern roots,” he said.
“We come across a lot of
people that are lvy League
educated and from big cities
but there is something special
about being raised in small-
town America and there are
a lot of very hard-working,
humble and kind people.
We’re proud of where we
come from.”
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LAS Board of Ed honors retirees, hears medical
emergency report, approves latest book review

By Michelle Smith
contributing writer

The  Lowell  Area
Schools Board of Education
met for its regular meeting,
May 8, at the Administrative
Offices building.

The meeting started with
public comments in regards
to items on the agenda.
Stefanie Boone spoke about
the Board’s vote to approve
a recommendation from
a book review committee
to keep The Sun and Her
Flowers, by Rupi Kaur.
Boone said she wanted to
provide all of the content
of the book, including
drawings, to the Board
before the vote.

Boone  recommended
the Board use the rating
system from BookLooks.
org. She said it isan unbiased
resource that uses the rating
system based on the Motion
Picture Association ratings
for movies.

Boone said BookLooks
rated the Kaur book a 4 out
of 5 for being inappropriate
for minors, as it contains
visual and written sexual
activity, assault, nudity, and
abortion commentary. “I
don’t think there’s anyone
in this room who would
deny that these pictures are
sexually explicit,” Boone
said.

Boone denied there is
literary value in the Kaur
book and recommended
ProtectYoungEyes.com
to learn more about how
pornography affects teens
and children.

Superintendent,  Nate
Fowler, recognized the 2023
LAS retirees. “We’ve got a
group here, a distinguished
group of people who have
given many years of service
and touched hundreds and
thousands of lives of our
students, including my own
kids and my own family’s.”

The following are the
recent retirees:

Cindy
Teacher

Tammy Dent — Teacher

Dee Crowley — Athletic
Director

Catherine Wisner — Bus
Driver

Steve  Turnbull -
Director of Operations

Molly  Burnett, the
principal at Murray Lake
Elementary, introduced
the LAS nursing staff.
Delynn Wright works full-
time for the district and
Linda McElroy works part-
time. Burnett said students
regularly need medical care
with things such as bumped
heads and skinned knees,
which teachers and staff can
provide, but they sometimes
need a medical professional
to attend to them.

McElroy was hired
as a part-time LAS nurse
in 2019, and Wright was

Donahue -

hired at the beginning of the
current school year. Before
that time, LAS did not have
a school nurse employed for
many years prior.

With  Wright  and
McElroy now designated
as the LAS medical team,
Burnett said she has more
confidence in the district’s
ability to handle any issues.
She said Medical Emergency
Teams have been formed
and trained, and plans are in
place for specific students
with chronic health issues.
“l will confidently say
that | have more medical
knowledge and willingness
to handle a situation than I
ever did because | feel like
I have that training,” Burnett
said.

McElroy  said  the
school district has about 350
students with chronic health
needs, such as asthma,
diabetes, and seizures. The
nurses provide staff training
on how to give medications
safely to studentsand provide
ongoing supervision.

The district has 19
Automated External
Defibrillators, and the nurses
monitor those machines,
as well as organize CPR
certification and First Aid
training sessions. Wright
said LAS has applied to be
a “Designated Michigan
Heart-Safe School,” which
is a recognition that a
school district is prepared
for a cardiac emergency.
Currently, Lowell High
School and Murray Lake
Elementary are eligible for
that designation.

Wright said goals for
the 2023-24 school year
include making all LAS
schools *“heart safe” and
expanding and improving
upon the CPR training and
emergency drills. “Healthy
students are better learners,
so that’s really our main goal
- to make sure our students
here are healthy,” Wright
said.

Parent, Jenny
Wittenbach, has a fifth-
grade son at Murray Lake
Elementary with multiple
chronic health issues. She
said having Wright and
McElroy on staff has made
a substantial impact on
her son, Lucas’ care and
education. She said having
a professional checking
Lucas’ vitals and having a
discerning eye on him has
meant far fewer unnecessary
trips to the emergency room
and time out of the classroom
for her son.

“It’s awesome to be able
to have a competent adult
who is able to understand
his needs, knows what
his baseline is. | can talk
medical terms with her, and
she understands where we’re
at, what we’re doing, what
I’m saying,” Wittenbach
said.

The Board passed the
second reading of revised
new bylaws and policies,

yearly Kent ISD budget
resolution, and  yearly
Foodservice  Management

Company resolution.

The Board also passed
the book review committee
approval for The Sun and
Her Flowers. High school

seniors, or students with
parental approval, may
check out this book.

Board member, Jared

Blough, said the book’s
hand drawings makes him
question the appropriateness
of allowing students access
to this book. He later said,
“The pictures were very
descriptive and blatant, and |
just feel that it shouldn’t be
in our library.”

Board member, Jennifer
Dougherty, said the book’s
poems, that speak to
marginalized people, give
the book value. Board Vice
President, Laurie Kuna, said
the book challenges people’s
perception of beauty, and
gives a statement of how
women are valued in society.

LAS Medical Team presents during the May Board of Education Meeting.
Linda McElroy (left) Delynn Wright.

The Board voted 6 to 1 to
keep the book in the LAS
media center, with Blough
as the dissenting vote.

Fowler reported that
the  district  emergency
operations plan is continuing
to be reviewed and will be
brought before the Board at
a later date. He said the new
bus driver contract results
in a pay raise for drivers,
and LAS is in the middle
of the county as far as pay.
“Our hope is that it will be
an incentive to attract new
drivers to our fleet,” he said.

Several members of
the public came forward
with comments. Kim Lum
expressed appreciation for
school nurses and teachers.
Carmen Tawney said she is
saddened that people, who
do not reside in Lowell,
criticize the school and
town.

April Harrington said
she is concerned about
the school threat policy
and communications to
families. She said she would
like the district to better
communicate with parents,
when threats arise, so she
can better discuss with her
children. “When there’s a
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threat that happens, | want
to be able to confidently tell
them that they’re safe and
that we know we can send
them to school,” Harrington
said.

Soon-to-be LAS
graduate, Gabi Yeary said
she is concerned about
people “cherry picking”
Information without context
in regards to the content
in the media centers.
Yeary said she learned in
literature class that context
is important to understand
the topic. “In literature every
word is connected. Every
word, every sentence, every
paragraph, and every chapter
is all connected to each other

to create a bigger image,”
she said.

Yeary urged community
members to read books in
their entirety and to read with
empathy and an open mind.
She said debates regarding
disputed books are a good
thing, but people should not
base their opinion solely on
their own biases, and they
should acknowledge that
these disputed books can
be a positive influence in
people’s lives. “The library
isn’tsomething to restrictand
limit, but instead, something
to expand.” It’s a place of
comfort, knowledge, and of
progress for many,” Yeary
said.
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LOWELL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
JANITORIAL/CLEANING SERVICES

the Janitorial/Cleaning
Services for selected City of Lowell buildings
will be received by the City Clerk at Lowell
City Hall, 301 E. Main Street, Lowell, Michigan
until 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 30, 2023,
and then publicly opened and read aloud at

Bid and Contract Documents can be found
online at: www.lowellmi.gov/news_detail_T6

Bid documents can be picked up at City Hall,
or may be obtained by contacting the Public
dczarnecki@ci.lowell.
mi.us, or 616-897-8457. The City reserves
the right to accept or reject any and all
proposals and to waive any technicalities or
irregularities therein.
City further reserves the
right to award the contract
to that Contractor whose
proposal best complies bid
specifications.
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Beau is Afraid

Ever since the premiere
of his debut film Hereditary
at the Sundance Film Fes-
tival on January 21, 2018,
writer/director, Ari Aster,
has developed quite the
following. Originally con-
ceived as a family drama,
Hereditary evolved into a
horror movie about family
dysfunction and loss. Aster,
who claims he “exhausted
the horror section of every
video store” he could find
as a child, became an over-
night success, and after the
release of his second major
film, Midsommer, in 2019,
he joined many critics’ short
lists as a perfect creator,
a visionary who does not
know how to make a bad
film. Early reviews for his
2023 film, Beau Is Afraid,

which Aster wrote, directed,
and produced, shed doubt
on how long Aster’s “per-
fection” might last. With
confusing headlines and
conflicting conclusions,
the reviews suggested that
Beau Is Afraid might be
one of the most controver-
sial films since star, Joaquin
Phoenix’s, 2019 film, Joker.

Beau Is Afraid, which
clocks in at 2 hours and 59
minutes - nearly the length
of a Peter Jackson epic! - is
a tone-poem about anxiety. It
is both absurdist and realist,
simultaneously, effectively
blurring the line between
the metaphorical and the lit-
eral. The film meets Beau
at a therapist appointment
in a bustling, big city. Since
so many films take place in

New York City, this may as
well take place there also,
because the odd characters -
a nudist stabber, a salsa danc-
er who doesn’t stop to sleep,
and a menacing tattooed man
who cannot handle hot food
- feel like people one might
actually meet in NYC, add-
ing to the confusion about
whether the events of the film
actually take place or exist
only in the unreliable nar-
rator’s worried conscious-
ness. For what it’s worth, the
film was shot in Montreal,
so take the New York com-
mentary with a grain of salt.

The  protagonist in
question, Beau Wasserman,
displays a litany of mental
health issues. Hypochondria,
for instance. One of the first
things the audience learns
about Beau is that he swal-

lowed some mouthwash,
twice, which his therapist
brushes aside, convinc-

ing Beau that two swigs of
mouthwash, across a couple
weeks’ time, will not Kill
him. Depending on one’s
interpretation of the film,
this evolves, over time, into
paranoia and delusion. The
tattooed man is not, in fact,
racing after Beau like a scene
from the cult classic zombie
film, 28 Days Later. The po-
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lice officer does not use his
gun as his only means of res-
olution... Swirling around
his frightened consciousness,
viewers find, at the middle
of it all, his mother, Mona
Wasserman, who Beau, has
a codependent, emotionally
abusive relationship with.

Mona is Beau’s entire
world. The film begins with
his birth, and his mother
screaming worries that new-
born baby Beau, has hit his
head or that he should be
crying already; it ends with
Beau awaiting her judgment.
She is Mona Wasserman, and
she lives in Wasserton, a mu-
nicipality Mona put on the
map with her incredibly suc-
cessful business and an army
of employees who seem to
blanket the entire world.
Wasser is a German word
that translates to “water,”
calling to mind the Preso-
cratic philosopher Thales’
proclamation that “all is wa-
ter” in the 6th Century BCE.
It’s possible to interpret all
instances of water in the film
- from Beau’s fear of tak-
ing medicine without water,
to Beau’s awkwardly inter-
rupted bath, to Beau’s boat
ride at the end - as instances
of his mother’s intervention.

Ultimately, Beau is pre-
sented as a protagonist with
no agency. When the key to
his apartment goes myste-
riously missing the morn-
ing of his plane ride back
to Wasserton, Beau begs his
mother, over the phone, to
tell him what to do, to make
the choice for him. The audi-
ence sees Beau as a child in
a flashback, unable to choose
food at a cruise ship buffet
because he’s been indoctri-
nated that the colors in the
rainbow cake make cancer.
He’s merely transported from
arbitrary situation to arbi-
trary situation, as if on a rail,
with only the most tempo-
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rary of comforts among con-
stant cruelty, much like the
American dream presented
in Franz Kafka’s Amerika.

The film is a walking
trigger warning, broaching a
number of topics, situations,
and realities that may make
a viewer feel uncomfortable
enough to walk out of the
movie. It’s not a campy hor-
ror film though. Its purpose
is not to throw blood, gore,
violence, nudity, and sex at
the viewer for its own sake,
but it also does not shy away
from all of those things in its
honest painting of a human
psyche. All the same, those
who wish to avoid confront-
ing painful subjects should
do some research before
watching Beau Is Afraid.
Additionally, the film bucks
against the status quo in
terms of length, narrative
presentation, and general
movie-going experience. It’s
never clear exactly where
the film is going. As a re-
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the podcast book giveaway
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sult, to enjoy Beau Is Afraid,
one must be at peace with
this fact; one must remain
in the moment and connect
with the textures presented
on the screen in the here and
now. This is not just another
Friday night movie. One
must set aside time to be af-
fected, or avoid it altogether.

The question on many
people’s lips is whether
Beau is Afraid contributes
to, or detracts from, the
legacy of Ari Aster. Some
have described it as a self-
obsessed film that references
other movies instead of ever
finding its mark, but that def-
initely seems unfair. Beau Is
Afraid knows what it is, takes
the viewer where it wants to
go, and Aster should not be
faulted for trying something
big. It’s true that it harkens
upon American Psycho here,
Catcher in the Rye there, and
maybe even Pink Floyd’s
The Wall, as well, but it also
makes viewers think, and
it makes them feel. Beau
is Afraid proves that the
Ari Aster legacy continues.
Those who feel comfortable
with the level of discom-
fort a piece of art like this
presents should definitely
set aside a day to see it, to
think about it, and to pine for
the day Aster’s fourth fea-
ture length film is released.




the

Wednesday, May 17, 2023

V

125 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
May 19, 1898

Fire broke out in the rear of J.E. Lee’s meat market
last evening, and before it could be quenched, the
entire block was in ruins or badly damaged.

Lowell patriotism bubbled over Monday and all
ages and conditions of life were represented in the
vast throng that gathered at the Lowell & Hastings
depot to see our brave boys off to war.

The Toledo woman, who sued for divorce on
the ground of nonsupport, wore a $14 hat; and her
husband hasn'’t got rid of her yet, poor thing.

Mrs. Alex Hawley’'s youngest son came near
having to sleep out on E. Hull's Lake the other night.
He started out to fish in the boat and the boat got the
start of him without any paddles. People were going to
bed and he had to do some loud calling. He was so far
out that it was hard work to get him to land.

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
May 17, 1923

School Commissioner Freehand, has invited
everybody to attend a program at the athletic field on
Friday, May 25. Wear school clothes, bring your dinner
and know how much you weigh. Athletic events will
make up the forenoon program.

Fifty-second Michigan Legislature passed 335 bills
during session. Some of the new laws are: No. 160:
Provides that wife deserters may be sentenced to
hard labor and wives paid $3 a week out of earnings,
with $1.50 a week additional for each minor child. No.
25: Amends act dealing with offenses agains chastity
and decency to facilitate convictions in such cases. No
96: Gives motor funeral processions the right-of-way
on roads.

Miss Spring Weather made a mistake in her
calculations. She thought she had lost her bad winter
cold, so she left off her heavy underwear, put on a short
skirt and rolled down her stockings. Then, on May 9,
came a heavy fall of snow filled by a bad freeze. No,
she is having a relapse.

75 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
May 20, 1948

May 27, 28 and 29 have been designated as
Poppy Days. From early morning until nightfall, Legion
Auxiliary volunteer workers will be on the streets
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offering Memorial poppies to be worn in honor of the
dead of both World Wars.

The council authorized the village attorney to draw-
up a deed to 32 feet of property, off the side of the
Peter DeHaan property on M-91, for a right-of-way
into the Lowell airport. For this right-of-way, the village
has offered Mr. DeHaan the sum of $500.00.

Donna Geelhoed, who won the Shetland pony,
“Queen”, at the Rodeo, is pretty proud. She was so
very overcome with joy she could hardly walk to her

pony.

50 years ago
Lowell Ledger Suburban Life
May 17, 1973

Lowell's Dave Avery will leave May 20 for New York
to tape a segment of the television show “To Tell The
Truth.” His occupation? Calf-roping, of course. When
the show is to appear locally, we’'ll notify our readers.
Dave is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Keith Avery.

The editor tries out her new motorcycle in the
backyard. The lawn furniture and a retaining wall
conspire to put her on crutches.

The Chamber of Commerce plans a big Flea
Market at the fairgrounds to pay off the Christmas
decorations.

Fallasburg Schoolhouse will be the focus of a
workable this weekend to get it ready to be open on
Memorial Day.

The Woman’s Club identifies this year’s officers in
the annual photo by their husband’s names (Mrs. John
Smith, etc.)

25 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
May 20, 1998

Richard Korb has served Lowell Area School
District for 21 years and announced that he has been
offered, and accepted, a superintendent’s position
with the Ipswich School District in Ipswich, Mass.

Bill Schreur Jr. becomes the first person in Kent
County, approved for Designated Open Space

Easement, for his
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Ready to retire?
Apply online with
Social Security

By Hillary Hatch,
Social Security Public Affairs Specialist

It’s never too early to
start planning for retirement
and our online tools can
help. Go to www.ssa.gov/
myaccount to access your
personal my Social Security
account to get an estimate
of your retirement benefits
based on your earnings
record. Once you have an
account, you can use our
Plan for Retirement tool to
see how your benefits can
change at different ages.
Don’t have a personal my
Social Security account?
You can create one at www.
ssa.gov/myaccount.

You can also use your
personal my Social Security
account to see your entire
work history and make sure
we have all your wages
recorded correctly. We base
your benefit amount on the
earnings reported to us. If
you find any errors in your
work history, read this guide
www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-
10081.pdf to learn how to
correct your Social Security
record.

When you’re ready to
apply for Social Security
retirement  benefits, you
can complete our online
application in as little as 15
minutes at www.ssa.gov/
retirement. We will contact
you if we need any further
information. You can check
the status of your application
through your online account.

You can apply online for
Social Security retirement
benefits, or benefits as a
spouse, if you:

* Are at least 61 years
and nine months old.

* Are not currently
receiving benefits on your
own Social Security record.

* Have not already
applied  for  retirement
benefits.

e Want your benefits
to start no later than four
months in the future.
(We cannot process your
application if you apply
for benefits more than four
months in advance)

Find out more about
retirement benefits at www.
ssa.gov/retirement.

property on Flat River Dr.
SE.

Suzanne Olin and
Char McNab appointed
to finance roles with the
City of Lowell. Olin is
now the city treasurer
and McNab is now the
assistant finance director
and investment officer.

Lowell schools has
tweaked its kindergarten
program in an effort to

make it parent-friendly.
Bushnell and Alto
elementaries, which THE NEWS
A EXTRA!
EXTRA!

are the only elementary
schools that operate
kindergarten  programs
in the district. Bushnell
schedule is Monday and
Thursday for one group,
and Tuesday and Friday
for the other group with
Wednesdays, a half day,
for both groups. Alto’s
schedule is Monday and
Wednesday group and a
Tuesday and Thursday
group, with Friday being
the half day.

We love to hear from you!

The Lowell Ledger welcomes letters to the editor from
readers, but there are a few conditions that must be met

before they will be published.
The requirements are:

* All letters must be signed by the writer, with address
and phone number provided for verification. All that will be
printed is the writer’s name and community of residence.
We do not publish anonymous letters, and names will be
withheld at the editor’s discretion for compelling reasons

only.

 Letters that contain statements that are libelous or
slanderous will not be published.
o All letters are subject to editing for style, grammar

and sense.

* Letters that serve as testimonials for or criticisms of
businesses will not be accepted.

* Letters serving the function of “cards of thanks” will
not be accepted unless there is a compelling public interest,
which will be determined by the editor.

e Letters that include attacks of a personal nature will
not be published or will be edited heavily.

* “Crossfire” letters between the same two people on
one issue will be limited to one for each writer.

* In an effort to keep opinions varied, there is a limit of
one letter per person per month.

* We prefer letters to be printed legibly or typed,
double-spaced. We have a 500-word limit.

Lettters can be sent to emailed to

ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com
Deadline is noon on Mondays
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Local
Library

Kent District Library programs at Englehardt Branch, 200 N.
Monroe St. For additional information call 616-784-2007.

Teen Zone
Thursdays, 3-4 pm. Teen-only fun for you and your
friends at the library! Stop by for activities that may include
board games, food and more. For ages 11-17.

Mahjongg
Fridays from 1-3 pm. American Mahjongg, a game of
skill, strategy and calculation. All skill levels welcome.

Open Craft Lab
Saturday, May 20, 1-2 pm. Stop in and try something
new or bring in your own project! New projects will be
introduced monthly. All previous projects will be available
while supplies last. For adults 18+

One Shot RPGs
Monday, May 22, 6-7:45 pm. Explore new RPG
systems during our monthly one-shot adventures! Join an
all-raccoon racing team, take on a quest as a re-animated
skeleton or plan a fool-proof heist as a group of bears. New
and experienced players are welcome for these easy-to-
learn adventures. For ages 11-17.

Summer Wonder Teen Crew Orientation

Wednesday, May 24, 4-5 pm. AND Saturday, May
27, 11-12 pm. Enthusiastic and energetic teen volunteers
are wanted to help with Summer Wonder at KDL. Fun
times are guaranteed, with the added benefit of service
experience. Registration is required via a paper application
available at your branch. Spaces are limited; contact your
branch for more information. For ages 11-17.

Address: 222 W. Main
Date Built: c. 1889-1891
Builder: 1st bulidng -
McDole Shaw; current
building-John E. Fallas
1st business: John E.
Fallas Livery

McDole Shaw built the
first building on this site in
the 1840s, one board at a
time, as he collected income
from driving his stagecoach
route from Grand Rapids
to lonia before the railroad
came to town. He built
a wooden three-story
building: there was a tavern
on first floor, living space
on the second floor and
pigs and chickens in the
basement. The newspaper
editor called it “Shaw’s
Ark.” Shaw operated a
livery stable (1863) and was
Justice of the Peace (1867).
He had been a dance master
in Vermont and he usually
wore a silk hat, cutaway
coat, high collar, cravat and
red top boots.

In the 1870s, Coppens
& Parker sold hardware,
Modern Vulcan cooking
stoves, Harrison wagons,
implements and  farm
machinery at this site,
followed by Coppens &
Bates. Mrs. Shaw Millinery
was upstairs in 1874. In
1885, E. W. Wilson sold
farmer’stools such as plows,
harrows, and binders.

Lowell

itho
& inting

Need it printed?
We can do it!

616.891.9261
FOR INFORMATION
OR AN ESTIMATE
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at vour ABCs of Lowell history

Rear view of the McQueen building, pre-1917

In 1885, the Sanborn
map lists it as half harness
shop and half tenements. It
had become so dilapidated
“that the unsightly ruins
of the old Shaw building
have been screened from
view by a high bill board.”
(1888). They wanted to
hide the view from visitors
at Train’s Hotel, which
opened in 1884, across S.
Broadway St. to the west.

Anew livery building,
with a Farmer’s Hitching
Shed to the south, appears
on the Sanborn map in
1892. John E. Fallas Livery
Stables was here by 1893.
He sold his livery business
and building to Chas.
Westbrook in March, 1894.
Westbrook had a nervous
condition, which only got
worse, so he was unable to
keep working. Westbrook
sold the livery and bus line
to C. M. Watters in July,
1894. In 1902, Watters
purchased the livery and
bus building from J.E.
Fallas. Fallas planned to go
west to locate some pine
land in Idaho or Oregon.

GALVARY GHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH

Pastor Ryan Landt
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml
Website: calvarylowell.org
Morning Worship............c........ 10:00 AM
Weekly Prayer Meeting - Mondays ....7 PM

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Barrier-Free

Riverside Fellowship

of Seventh-day Adventists
"Praying and studying together"
Saturday service begins at 10:30 AM

10300 Vergennes St. SE, Lowell
616-987-0567
www.lowellriverside.com
Pastor Darrel le Roux

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH
10305 Bluewater Highway
(Missouri Synod)

Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

Sunday Services - 10:30 am
www.gslc.church

Richard Boshoven, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

St. Mary Catholic

Church
402 Amity Street « 616-897-9820

Website: www.stmarylowell.com
Weekend Masses: Sat 5 pm; Sun 10:30 am
Confession: Saturdays 3:30-4:30 pm

Prayer & Adoration: Wednesdays 9 am to 4:45 pm
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN TO ADULTS

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
865 Lincoln Lake SE ¢ lowellucc.org

Pastor Alyssa Anten
Pastor Shannon Jammal-Hollemans
Worship Service - Sundays 10 am
Open Table (No-cost meal) - Thursdays 5 - 6 Pm

Open & Affirming « LGBTQ+ Inclusive
616-897-5906

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF LOWELL

CHRIST-CENTERED, KINGDOM-FOCUSED HOMES

2275 West Main Street - (Barrier Free)
897-7168 « www.fbclowell.org
Pastor Jon Pickens « Lead Pastor
Pastor Andrew Bolkcom ¢ Pastor of Discipleship

SUNDAY WORSHIP....9:30 am (Nursery provided)
LIFE GROUPS................. 11:00 am (Nursery-Adult)
Awana (K-5 during school year) Wednesday, 6:15 pm

LOWELL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

discover. grow. share
621 E. Main Street
897-5938
www.lowellumc.com ¢ Barrier Free Entrance

WORSHIP
Traditional Service: 9 am
Contemporary Service: 10:30 am

Sr. Pastor - Brad Brillhart

In 1906, the McQueen
stand-in barn was built on
N. Broadway opposite the
livery. In 1912, McQueen
was listed opposite Waverly
Hotel. Dr. E.D. McQueen,
VS, a veterinarian, who had
recently graduated from
Ontario Veterinary College,
Toronto, began working
with the Perrin and Perrin
Livery business (1888),
located where the post
office is today. McQueen
married Perrin’s daughter,
Mattie, and eventually
took over the business. He
operated a hospital for lame
and diseased horses. The
livery boarded horses and
took customers to and from
the Grand Trunk railroad
depot, located a mile south
(across the Grand River).

As automobiles began
to replace horses, McQueen
purchased 222 W. Main,
selling cars from the front of
the building and operating
a livery from the back. In
1917, the livery and bus line
were moved to the McQueen
barn on N. Broadway and

happy

birthday

Wednesday, May 17, 2023

this building was used for
auto sales, exclusively. He
first sold Oakland Pontiacs,
then Chevrolets, and finally,
Chryslers and Plymouths.
His son Bruce McQueen
later took over the McQueen
Motor Co. Bruce sold it
to his son-in-law Marcel
Kropf and Alfred Thomet
in the 1960s. They had a
car lot across Main Street
next to the Strand. In 1965,
McQueen Motors moved
to a new building on the
western edge of town where
they had more space.

Next, Erwin (Red)
Bristol moved his auto
repair shop here, operating
for 30 years, from 1966-
1996. King Milling Co.
purchased the building in
1996; they showcased the
old Lowell fire truck, and
briefly, rented to Touch of
Country before it became a
meeting room for the mill.
Recently, it was remodeled
into the King Milling office
building complex in 2022.

MAY 18
Ashlee Patnode, Robin
Hewitt, Karen Patnode,
Cody Sokolowski, Karen
Kennedy, Kristin Hufstader,
Phil Dibble, Melissa
Borton, Mike Ordway.

MAY 19
Helen Tetzlaff, Kathy
(Tetzlaff) Williams, James
Young, Debbie DeHaan,
David Main, Ken Stager,
Andrew Kiczenski.

MAY 20
Shanda Weed, Julie
Beaton, Bryan Borton,

Laura Brower.

MAY 21
Eric Ellis, Kayla Mohr,
Katelyn Bush.

MAY 22

Tim Shurwood,
Meghan Beachum Bradley,
Mark Anderson, Joan Link.

MAY 23

Wesley Patnode, Tory
DeBold, Patrick Ortiz,
Anna Richmond, Glenn
Wittenbach.

MAY 24

Matt McClure, Josh

Buechler, Summer Bevan,
Dylan Bevan.
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Same as It ever was
ENEITS (Kind of)

Trouble in Candy Land

I’ve tried to explain to
people what it is like to live
with a four-year-old. It’s not
easy to put the feeling, the
experience, the state of utter
joy and complete exhaustion
into words. Those who have
had children, who are older
now, sort of remember,
right? There is a general
fondness of such times. I’ve
been wracking my brain on
how to describe it and have
finally cracked the code. |
will share it with you. The
essence of living with a
four-year old is symbolized
by one image: being forced
to play Candy Land at 7:08
in the morning. As | take
my first sip of coffee, my
daughter says in her sweet
voice, “Can we play Candy
Land please?” Hmmm...

| say “forced” because

does any adult, in his or her
right mind, really want to
play Candy Land that early
in the day? If your answer is
yes, then | would accuse you
of lying. If you answered
no, then I would add you to
the brutally honest side of
parenting.

I’'m sure you all
remember Candy Land. It
was a game made by Hasbro
that hit the markets in 1949,
through the toy company
Milton Bradley, until Hasbro
bought the company in 1984.
When it was released in
1949, it immediately became
the most popular children’s
game, surpassing the game,
Uncle Wiggly. Like most
classics, this game has
withstood the test of time. |
give the game credit. It is the
perfect game (for parents!)

to play with your four-year-
old because of three reasons:

It’s simple. The road
begins at the bottom and
your goal is to get to the top,
Candy Land. Each player
takes turns flipping cards
that show single or double-
colored squares, that allow
you to progress up the road.
If you flip a special candy
card, you immediately go
to that spot. Sometimes that
special card will allow you
to go up, or unfortunately,
go down. There is joy and
sometimes pain; a good
lesson for the kiddoes.

It’s fast. A game of
Candy Land usually last
5-10 minutes. Perfect board
game for a bored parent who
has played his or her fifth
game in a row.

It’s easy to clean up.
There are four gingerbread
men pieces, a few dozen
cards, and game board. A
30-second clean-up, unless
you are playing with a four-
year old.

Somehow, since
receiving Candy Land as a
gift this year for Easter, my
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four-year old has found
a way to shred my three
theories above. Presently
in the Lee household,
Candy Land, the perfect
game, has turned into a
painstaking process filled
with manipulation, deceit,
and sloth.

Let’s delve into a slice
of life of a parent with a
four-year old, shall we?

The game doesn’t start
with one of us flipping a card
to begin. No, that would be
too easy. We need some pre-
game manipulation first.
Before beginning, we have
to discuss who is getting
what color. There are only
four: blue, green, red and
yellow. “Daddy, what color
do you want?” Easy enough
right? No, instead it is like
a game of chess. If | choose
blue, her favorite color, she
will want that, then | can
pick green, my favorite
color. “I’ll take blue,” 1
answer.

She retorts quickly,
“No, I want to be blue.”

“Okay I’ll be green.”

“No, you are yellow.”

Livethe Life
You Want

With Melissa Spino, MA, LPC, CDMS
Life Transitions Therapy, LLC

Mental Health Month 2023 — Look Around

May is Mental Health
Month and Mental Health
America’s (MHA) focus
this year is “look around
and look within” for ways
to improve and boost your
mental health. Look around
brings focus on the areas
of home, community, and
nature and how they affect
your mental health. Looking
within  focuses on self-
awareness, overall wellness,
and self-care. This article
will provide a brief overview
on the factors of home,
community, and nature.

Factors, like where you
live, work, obtain education,
and spend time ,along with
who you spend time with, are
called “social determinants
of health” (SDOH). These
SDOH can play a role in
positively or negatively
affecting your mental health.
While not all SDOH factors
are within your control, some
can be changed. Below are
some changes you can make
to improve your SDOH and
better support your mental
health.

Safe and stable
housing. Make it a goal
to obtain safe and stable
housing. If you have

financial difficulties, reach
out to state/local agencies to
see if they can assist you with
obtaining secure housing,
securing your existing home,
help in removing safety
hazards, provide mobility
remedies etc.

Make your home a
calm and inviting space.
Reducing clutter has been
shown to decrease stress
and anxiety, along with
promoting  better  focus.
Only add, to your space,
items that you really love
and that make you feel calm
and happy. Keep curtains
open to bring in natural light
and brighten your space.
Live plants can help with
air quality and bring natural
elements to your space.
Small things like adding
a table-top fountain can
produce a calming effect.
Make your bedroom a calm,
sleep-friendly space. Make

RIFLE & PISTOL RANGE
The Qua-Ke-Zik Sportsman’s Club,

8731 West Riverside Dr. Saranac, will be opening
their range to the public on the following dates.
6/4, 6/18, 712, 7/16, 8/6 & 8/20. There is a $15.00
hourly fee and availability is on a first come first
serve basis. (RSO'’s) will be present.
Hours of operation are 10 am - 3 pm.

You may call 616-642-9800 with any questions.

your home a place you enjoy
spending time.

Make connections
with neighbors & your
community. A sense of
belonging, and connection
within ~ your community,
supports good mental health.
So, get to know people in
your neighborhood. You
don’t have to go so far as
hosting a neighborhood
cook out, but you can make
small connections with your
neighbors and those in your
community. Just saying
hello and chatting with your
neighbor for a few minutes
can create aconnection. Want
to get more involved? We
have many local non-profits
in need of volunteers such as:
FROM, Lowell Community
Wellness, Gilda’s  Club,
Lowell Showboat Garden
Club, North Country Trail
Association and many more.
A list can be found online
at: https://discoverlowell.
chambermaster.com/list/

category/non-profit-groups-
12?0=&dm=True There
are so many ways to be
part of, and to support, the
community, like taking
classes and shopping locally.

Get outside. Fresh air
and sunshine supports good
mental health. Lowell has
so much natural beauty, from
the rivers to woods. Go for
awalk, a bike ride, or a hike.
Go swimming or kayaking.
Go sit on your porch or patio
and people- or critter-watch.

Focusing on
improvement in any, or
preferably, all, of these areas
can improve your mental
health and support your
overall wellness. If you are
still struggling after making
some of the above changes,
it may be time to seek help
from a professional mental
health counselor. | hope you
find this information helpful
but it is for informational
purposes only. Be safe and
well!

“l want to be green.”

“No, you are yellow.”

| capitulate. “Okay, I’ll
take yellow.”

“No, | want you to be
red.”

After the pre-game
wrangling, we start flipping
cards and this is where
deceit rears its ugly head. In
the beginning, she was okay
with losing, saying, “That’s
okay. Sometimes you lose.”
That is no longer the case.
Conquering Candy Land
is now a mission, and my
wife and | are left lifeless
at Peppermint Pass, as she
steps over our bodies to
enter the Candy Castle. She
has resorted to skipping
spaces; creating a special
place on the game board
(a heart sticker she placed
on the board) where we are
sent to lose three turns in
a row; and the worst of it
all, pre-shuffling the cards
so that only she will flip
the important cards. “l got
the chocolate truffle!”, she
gloats, allowing her to move
right to the top. Whoa. That
is something | would do. Is
it bad that my four-year old
has already learned how to
stack-a-deck?

page 7

The last bit of trouble
is when the game is over:
the clean-up period. This is
where sloth comes into the
picture. She has made a rule
that the loser has to clean up,
which is okay by me - but
since she has manipulated
just about every part of the
game so that she can win.
She usually celebrates by
walking over to the couch
and lying down, while
we pick up. But when she
loses, which does happen
on occasion, one would
think that we are Spanish
Inquisition torturers. The
sky has fallen, cats and
dogs are sleeping together,
and any other catastrophic
clichés apply. We hold our
ground, but a 30-second
pick-up process becomes a
15-minute crying session,
filled with lessons about
“how to lose” and “how to
pick up after yourself” and
“it’s only a game”, etc.

So there you have
it. 1 think she is ready
for Chutes and Ladders.
Now talk about a game of
manipulation, deceit and
sloth!

Got a Great
Local News Story?

Tell us about it today!

Call or email the Lowell Ledger Crew!
Phone: 616-897-9261
email: ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com
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Dixon, continued

musical performances in a
manner unlike anyone | have
ever experienced or worked
with. Most artists have a set
list: a list of the songs they
will be performing at a given
show. Some artists have a

lot of flex in their list, but
Dixon flies without one. In
fact, he begins every concert

with a piece of music no one
has ever heard before — not
even Dixon! The key word
here is “improvisation”,
which is defined as: “a piece
of music created without
preparation”. This s
Dixon’s wheelhouse.

Dixon is a classically-
trained violin player who
started his musical journey
with the pursuit of
perfection. Each note
of a piece was to be
played in a particular
manner and the key
was to practice those
particulars to the
point where playing
a specific concerto
or symphonic
movementwas dialed
into the musician so
completely it could
be replicated at any
time. There is a place
for such a playing
style and Dixon

walked away from the place
to one of his own making —
dare we say he Dixonized
playing the violin?

First, he plays a five-
string electric violin, which
allows him to plug into
amplification, as well as a
host of “goodies”. As he
told the audience, “Once |
stepped away from classical
music and started playing
with all kinds of musicians,
I began to notice most of the
guitar players did things with
their feet.” Dixon started to
incorporate various kinds of
effects pedals that let him
treat the sound of his violin
with delays and echoes, as
well as making short loops
of sound that allowed him
to sound like more than one
player.

Fast forward after more
than a decade of performing
and the rig Dixon uses to
affect his violin is purely
Dixon. For this to make
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The Dixon magic foot pedals.

sense, we need a little dip
into his personal story. He
was a busy computer geek,
writing code and spending
way too much time working,
before he chucked it all to
travel the country with his
instrument of choice. After
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adapting guitar pedals to
his violin, he began to hear
things in his head that he
could not replicate with
his equipment, so he wrote
“thousands of lines of code”
and created his own piece
of high-tech wizardry that
allows him to hold crowds
of people spellbound, while
he generates a symphony of
sound from one five-string
instrument.

After his many years of
performing, he has certain
phrases and melodies that
he revisits and replays.
However, he begins every
show with a song no one
has heard before. You really
need to hear it for this to
make sense. Dixon coaxes
so much from a violin,
you need his reassurance
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that nothing you hear is
prerecorded. He might
start with some percussive
plucking to lay down a
rhythm or perhaps a bed
of soaring; lovely drawn-
out notes will serve as the
base layer. He even whacks
the violin with his bow to
create drum sounds. All of
this might sound like the net
result would be anything
but pleasant, but nothing
could be further from the
truth. The room of people
was with him from start-
to-finish. Check the links at

Wednesday, May 17, 2023

the bottom and try a little
Dixon for yourself.
Interspersed with the
music, Dixon takes us on
his personal journey of
walking away from work
and music that “kept him
in his head,” to his journey
of performing his heart
music to people all over
the country. He has done
more than one TED talk
and played many festivals
and musical venues,from
sea-to-shining-sea. Dixon
is a delight. He greeted
people  warmly  during
intermission, and stayed
way after his performance
was over ,to meet people
and sign merchandise and
give hugs. He is currently
on his HumanKindness
Tour. Hop on your computer

and learn more about him;
listen to some music and
make arrangements to
experience his music in
person. You will not regret
it. www.Dixonsviolin.com
will provide a great entry
point for you.

Dixon tells us all that
we are “more powerful than
you know,” and encourages
everyone to pursue their
passion with all of their
heart. Great message,
Dixon. Thank you for a
wonderful evening.
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Hale House, continued

other area organizations,
including Lowell’s Women
Club, Flow Tai Chi, Lowell
Pride, and Girl Scouts.
The campus also offers
rental space for a variety
of community gatherings,
which includes a health
department-inspected
commercial kitchen.

“As a faith-based
community serving Lowell
for more than 165 years,
we are excited to partner
with Senior Neighbors and
Gilda’s Club to expand their
services at our location,”
said Pastor Shannon
Jammal-Hollemans of First
Congregational UCC. “We
are proud to be part of the
Lowell community and be
able to share our campus
with those serving the needs
of our community. Our
mission of feeding Christ’s

- The farmhouse was
originally part of 100
lots platted as the “Snell
Addition” by Caroline Snell
in 1871, abutting railroad
tracks to the north, Bowes
Road to the south and Flat
River to the east. It was then
owned by Snell’s daughter,
Susan (Snell) Williams and
her husband, U.B. Williams.
In 1877, the house was sold
to John Look, who moved
to Lowell with his wife,
Charlotte, and their 14-year-
old son, Dexter, from Lapeer
County. In 1893, Dexter
Look, who grew to become
a local pharmacist, owned
a store in town on W. Main
Street and served as state
representative for five terms,
owned the home with his
wife, Evelyn Rickert.

- In 1938, George and
Dorothy Hale moved to

community in mind, body,
and spirit allows us to bring
the great work provided by
both Senior Neighbors and
Gilda’s Club under our roof.”

As Senior Neighbors
and Gilda’s Club have
outgrown the current space
in Lowell, Senior Neighbors
is hoping to sell the farm
house to a new owner who
will help preserve its historic
grandeur.

“This home, which
has served us and Gilda’s
Club Lowell for over three
decades, has a rich history
in the Lowell community
dating back to 1870,
said Robert Barnes of
Senior Neighbors. “As our
organizations continue to
grow, moving our services
to the First Congregational
UCC of Lowell will give
us a larger space that is
also centrally located in
the community to continue
our mission and serve our
residents’ needs. Given the
farmhouse’s significance in
Lowell, we look forward to
seeing its next owner breathe
new life into this local gem
and preserve its historic
charm.”

Preserving History:

HONORIYOUR 202 3 IASIGRADUATE

Lowell with their family and
purchased the farmhouse
that is now commonly
known in the community as
the “Hale House.” George

Hale served as postmaster
for 16 years from 1949-
1965, while Dorothy Hale

worked as a clerk in the
postal department for nine
years.

- In 1989, The Hale
House became the location
for the senior center
in Lowell, providing a
welcoming space for seniors
to socialize, share a meal
and participate in exercise
classes or other various
activities. Ayear later, it was
purchased by the Schneider
Manor Cooperation,
a nearby retirement
community and leased to
Senior Neighbors, Inc.

- Since 2009, Gilda’s
Club Lowell Clubhouse has
provided weekly activities
and support groups at the
Hale House, including:

"“lédger

breast cancer support, cancer
support, grief support and
learn, share laugh support.
In 2010, Senior
Neighbors purchased the
Hale House and adjoining
property from Schneider
Manor. The building

was renovated through
the support of the Red
Arrows/Pink Arrow Pride
Foundation.

About  Gilda’s
Grand Rapids:

Gilda’s Club Grand
Rapids  provides  free
emotional healthcare to
children, adults, families and
friends on any kind of cancer
journey or those grieving the
death of someone in their
life due to any cause. Its
comprehensive  program,
delivered by licensed mental
health professionals, meets
individuals ~ where  they
are, when they need it,
with a variety of social and
emotional support options
to choose from, including

Club

The Lowell Ledger will be honoring

the LAS 2023 Graduates in the

May 31 edition.

This section will include senior
photos of all graduates (which are
provided by the school). If you would
like to celebrate your graduate with a
personalized ad - please contact our
office via phone or email.
Deadline is Wed., May 24

theI

Ad Sizes & Prices
business card - $20 e post-it note size - $30
post-card size - $55 @ 1/4 page size - $95

eédger

Phone: 897-9261

ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com

support groups, educational
opportunities, as well as
healthy lifestyle and social
activities.
Gilda’s

Club Grand
Rapids runs entirely on
charitable donations and
currently  provides  in-
person, virtual and hybrid
support options through
its clubhouses in Grand
Rapids and Lowell, Mich.,
and community programs
in various schools and
community centers. An
affiliate of the Cancer
Support Community, the
largest professionally
led nonprofit network of
cancer support worldwide,
Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids
is independently-owned
and locally-operated. At
Gilda’s Club no one faces
cancer or grief alone. For
more information,  visit
gildasclubgr.org.

About Senior

page 9

Neighbors:
Senior  Neighbors is
a non-profit organization

dedicated to supporting
and enhancing the lives of
older adults in Kent County.
Annually serving over 5,000
seniors in Kent County,
they provide a wide range
of services and programs,
including transportation,
prescription assistance,
home repairs, social
activities, daily meals, and
wellness programs, all aimed
at promoting independence
and improving the well-
being of seniors. Through
their compassionate efforts,
Senior Neighbors strives to
foster a sense of community
and ensure that older adults
can age with dignity and
thrive in their own homes.
For more information about
Senior  Neighbors, visit:
seniorneighbors.org/.
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Lacrosse caps home schedule with memora

By Justin Scott
sports reporter

A firetruck, military
and hero-themed jerseys,
senior posters, banners,
and a large crowd greeted
fans at Saturday’s boys
lacrosse  game  against
Vicksburg. The drizzle that
had blanketed the JV game

prior, had faded away and
the sun poked out on senior
day for the program, which
additionally served as the
program’s second annual
Patriot Game.

A half hour before

opening face-off, players
walked in honor of a hero in
their lives, from a Military or

CJ Steinebach, who played in honor of his
grandpa, battles for possession.

first-responder background.

“Our military and first
responders  protect and
allow us to be able to have
events like this. It’s a selfless
task and it’s a very small
way for us to say thank
you. Everyone seems to be
feeling the excitement in the
air with games like these,”
said program director, Paul
Lixie.

On the field, Andrew
Rogers started off the
scoring from a tight angle.
The visitors from Vicksburg
held together pretty well
in a game, they were the
underdog the first two
periods, leading 4-3, before
Jackson Roudabush knotted
the game at four a piece,
and Lowell went on a 6-0
run in the third quarter. A
two minute non-releasable
penalty against the
Bulldogs, late in the third,
helped Lowell get another
goal and really solidify their
hold on the game. Austin
Parcheta, at defensive

“lédger
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Lacrosse players line up during the program’s second Patriot Game.

midfield, has been an
important part of Lowell’s
play lately, disrupting
the opposition, causing
turnovers, and coaches are
eager to see him continue
to see the Lowell junior
improve.

Girls lacrosse honors
seniors and exchange students

By Justin Scott
sports reporter

With regionals around

the corner, the end of
the spring sports season
approaches  for  some
sports. One of those is

girls lacrosse, who picked
up their third win of the
season, completing a thriller
of a game, by beating West
Ottawa 10-9.

The game winner came
from Alma-bound, Emma
Sage, with just 27 seconds
left, to complete the win
after a back-and-forth game.

On Saturday, Lowell
hosted senior day, where

COPY
SERVICE

High speed
black & white & color
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105 N. Broadway, Lowell
897-9261

not only Lowell’s seniors,
but exchange students were
honored, 11 players in total.
There were four exchange
students who played for
the team this year; Elena
Mauri, Gabri Amoroso,
Wei-Ting Chang, and Paula

Lena Clark in possession for the Red Arrows.

@

Morilla. The seven seniors
honored were Sage, Avery
Miles, Lena Clark, Macy
Luce, Grace Larson, Lexie
Lamoreaux, and Maeve
Dougherty.

Grandville came out
victorious, winning 11-4,

the Iowell

edger,,.

after Lowell only trailed by
a goal at halftime.

The Red Arrows face
Caledonia next week in
the first round of regionals.
Face-off is home next
Monday, at the LHS North
Athletic Complex, at 6:00.

Catch Up On Lowell High School Sports

v

Seniors, Jace Blakely,
Case Huisman, Morgan
Kistler, Connor Lixie, Conor
McDowell, CJ Steinebach,
and Hunter Stepanovich
were honored at halftime
in their last home game as
Lowell Lacrosse players.

A big lead at the end of
a lacrosse game means you
get to have some fun, as
seniors went out and played
positions they might not
usually play. Senior Conor
McDowell went from his
defensive position to attack.
Andrew Rogers normally
attacks switched to midfield.
All in fun for Lowell, just
trying to kill the clock. As
Lowell went to Kill clock,
Blakely would find himself
in front of the net, open, and
fired one in. A memorable
moment for a player not
usually on the goal sheet.
Final score was 15-4.

“We are hoping that our
good second-half will give
us confidence for our play-
off game against Caledonia.
We can play well as a team
when we put our minds
to it,” said boys lacrosse
offensive coach, Bill Lee.

Roudabush and Andrew
Rogers each led Lowell
with four goals, followed
by Teige Bredin, Blakely,
Connor Lixie, Caden Cone,
Weston  Godbold, and
Steinebach (2).

Custom jerseys for the
game were made by local
custom  sports  uniform
provider, RaizedUp, co-
founded by LHS graduate,
Jason Welsch. The jerseys
had the names of the players’
honorees on the back, along
with the logos of Military
branches and first responder
logos.

“My favorite part of the
Patriot Game is uniting the
community for a great cause,
showing us all what it means

to be a part of something
truly special & larger than
ourselves. Remembering
the sacrifice & honoring the
achievements of these great
Americans helps us connect
with our history & Honor
the Game,” said Defensive
Coach, Jordan Nurmikko

Earlier in the week,
Lowell lost 14-5 to Spring
Lake, a game where the Red
Arrows, simply could not
gain traction and struggled
at times to get possession.
Lowell trailed 3-2, in the
second period, with both
goals scored by Connor
Lixie, but the Lakers, at
home, went on a 6-0 run
aided by faceoff wins and
turnovers. Andrew Rogers,
CJ Steinebach, and Chris
Rogers got on the scoresheet

The win against
Vicksburg gives Lowell
some confidence heading
into the postseason. “It’s
something we’ve known all
season; this team is capable
of playing at a very high
level. They play with heart;
it was great to see such a
strong second half,” added
Nurmikko.

The Red Arrows drew
the six-seed and will play
third-seed, Caledonia, in
the first round, an opponent
Lowell went toe-to-toe with
earlier this year. The first
round MHSAA Regional
game will be held at
Caledonia, on Friday, May
19th, at 6:00 pm. Please
note that admission is $7 for
MHSAA Regional games.

“Our strong offensive
players have been Connor
Lixie, Weston Godbold and
Andrew Rogers; we know
they’re going to produce
some goals for us, but if
we are to succeed in the
playoffs, some of the other
guys need to step-up,” Lee
concluded.
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Boys volleybhall flying high

By Justin Scott
sports reporter

There’s one Lowell
sports team ranked top of
their division this year, and
it’s the one that’s not quite
a varsity sport yet. It’s not
competitiveness that keeps
the team at the club level.
The boys volleyball team
plays in a non-MHSAA
sanctioned sport, so its
status remains as a club
sport for the time being.
Competition-wise though,
the Red Arrows are on top
of their game.

“We are definitely one
of the teams to beat this year,
having only dropped games
to Forest Hills Northern and
Eastern. South Christian
and Eastern will be great
matches during playoffs
and we’re looking forward
to the tough competition,”

said assistant coach,
Kadence Tiede, a Lowell
girls  volleyball player,

whose brother, Brant, is on
the team.

Lowell picked up four
wins this past week to
move to 26-2 on the season
and sit ranked as the top
team in Division 2. The
team is coached by Drew

Davidson, a former Lowell
boys volleyball player, in
his second year at the helm.
Davidson has the unique
position of coaching not
only his cousin Jacob, a
senior on the team, but
also his brother Max, a
freshman.

“Max is doing an
incredible job as a first-year
setter. He is super athletic
and turns a lot of bad passes
into usable plays. He does
a great job of moving the
ball around and is starting
to become a more offensive
setter, as well. Additionally,
Luke Wolters is a senior
right side, playing his
first season with us. He’s
another incredible athlete
who switched from baseball
to volleyball, and he has a
great swing. Luke and his
brother, Ean, are really an
unbeatable block against a
lot of outsides, so we call
them the Wall of Wolters.
He’s done a great job
stepping-in this year.

Lowell won  the
Lakeshore Classic this past
weekend, sweeping highly-
ranked Grand Haven in the
process, in their home gym.
It followed Lowell’s home

competition on Wednesday,
where they beat Rockford
and an outmatched Potter’s
House squad, completing
an 11-0 conference
record and winning the
conference  championship.
Lowell is in the GR North
Division, along with FHN,
Greenville, NorthPointe
Christian, Potter’s House,
Rockford, and Sparta. They
also celebrated their three
seniors, Jacob Davidson,
Luke Wolters, and Mason
Wade.

“Jacob is obviously a
huge playmaker; he’s an
incredible asset for both
our defense and offense,
and he really has an all-out
mentality during each game.
Our middles, Ean Wolters
and Nick Williams, both
put up a huge block against
every team and really make
it possible for us to play
defense. Gavin Barber is
a returning player, who
transitioned from middle
blocker to all around outside
hitter this year, and he brings
a lot of knowledge and
passion for the game, onto
the court, while putting down
some huge Kills. Brant Tiede
is our sophomore libero;

"“lédger
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The team after winning The Lakeshore Classic.

he is consistently putting
up good passes in serve
receive and gets amazing
touches on defense,” added
Tiede, speaking about the
playmakers on this year’s
team whose sights are set on
the playoffs and a potential
state championship, an
achievement  that has
eluded the young program,
but not by much. Last year
the team’s season ended
after winning districts.
Boys volleyball
continues to grow in

popularity around the state,
with 58 teams this season.
The sport doesn’t require
a huge pool of players; it
helps, of course, but it does
allow schools, like Potter’s
House with an enrollment
of just over 500, to field a
team right alongside with
enrollment  powers like
Rockford.

“Each year more and
more teams join and the
sport has been growing so
fast. 1 anticipate it will be
MHSAA official within

the next couple years. Boys
volleyball has also been
growing at the club level
and at the college level. It’s
super exciting to see the
sport get more love,” Tiede
concluded. Ohio recently
approved it as a state-
sanctioned sport. Michigan
gained 25 teams this year, in
its sixth season.

The Red Arrows are
looking forward to playoffs
starting this week.

Boys golf goes hack-to-hack at Lincoln

By Justin Scott
sports reporter

Four matches in five
days meant for another
hectic week for the boys
golf program, but the team
brought home a tournament
trophy out of it.

After winning last
year’s Reeths-Puffer
Invitational, Lowell came
back and did it again,
winning by one stroke over
Mona Shores.

Lowell shot a 316, led
by senior Drew Veldman’s
73.  Veldman overcame

Lowell capped-off a solid week with a win

a triple bogey at the par
four ninth hole, by going
two under par the other 17
holes with four birdies, two
bogeys, and the rest were
pars. He was joined in the
70’s by Patrick de \oest
who shot a 78, then Cam
Sluss came in at an 81, and
Nicholas Lothian at 84, to
close out the scorers.

Mona Shores mounted
a furious rally toward the
end with Lowell up a few
strokes, but the Red Arrow
quarter held their own for
a one-stroke victory. Junior

Ben Gaskin led the B-squad
with an 87,

They started off the
week on Monday, out at
Spring Lake, placing fifth
at Spring Lake Country
Club. They were down their
usual fourth score Nicholas
Lothian. Drew Veldman
led the way with a 79. He
was followed by Patrick de
\oest (83), Cam Sluss (87),
and Daniel Mitchell (87).
Veldman medaled and all
four golfers were in the top
30.

at Reeths-Puffer.

Wednesday — was
welcome sight for coachlng
staff, who saw the team’s
potential come together in
a jamboree. Lowell took
second, two strokes off
top-ranked Grand Rapids
Christian, on their home
course. “Our wedge work
was the difference. This is
what these guys are capable
of. There is still a third to go
in conference play, so we
want to continue our ways
if we can, but to nearly beat
GRC on their home course
and pins, we just want to
keep this going,” said head
coach, Tom Koert.

De Voest led the way
with a 35, one under par,
with two birdies, a bogey,
and six pars. He was
followed by Veldman (36),
Sluss (38), and Lothian
(41). That 150 scoreline
was just three strokes off
the top spot on the LHS
record board, shot in the
1980 season.

Lowell has finished
fourth, fourth, second,
second, and second in
jamborees, and  with
Grand Rapids Christian’s
dominance, bringing home

a conference title is likely
unlikely for the team, but
plenty of hardware is on
the line going forward.
FHC followed Lowell with
a 160, followed by EGR
(162), FHN (166), and
Byron Center (173). Byron
Center, finishing in last with
a near 43 stroke average, is
telling of how difficult the
OK White conference is, in
general, this year.

Lowell sits at tied-
second with the Rangers so
far, and it will be a battle
down the stretch for second.
Second place in conference
would be Lowell’s best
conference finish since the
1990-1991 season.

That second place
claim was strengthened
on Thursday at FHC’s
home course Watermark,
as Lowell finished second
place to GRC, but again
beat out the Rangers, this
time by six strokes.

“We enjoyed another
good day of golf at
Watermark, as we fight to
take second place in the
Conference. FHC is our
competition and we had
quite a battle all day with
them. Watermark is their

home course and that
is usually a difference.
Everything was decided
on the last hole by our
whole team, as we basically
played match play to defeat
Central. Everyone had a
blast and the guys were
really into this situation.
That attitude and showing
should help us the rest of
the way.”

De Voest again led the
way with a 37, followed by
Sluss (38), Veldman (39),
and Lothian (41). Trevor
Mead (42) and Daniel
Mitchell (43) weren’t far
off the scorers.
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obituaries

OSBORNE
Bonnie Jean Osborne, age 60, of Lowell, passed
away Wednesday, May 10, 2023. She is preceded in
death by her father, Frederick Peters; and step-father,
Glenn Marble; sisters-in-law, Elizabeth Magnus, Kitty
Ryskamp; brother-in-law, Steven Osborne. She is
survived by her husband of 25 years, Ron Osborne;
children, Greta (Scott) Cook, Lena (Chad) Nieboer,

Jamal Dhayni;
grandchildren,
Ernie Cook, Tristen

Nieboer, Sylvestor
Nieboer; mother,
Janet Marble;
brothers, Adam
Peters, Benjamin
(Katie) Peters,
Matthew (Paula)
Peters; sister, Grace
(Keane) Lambert;

siblings-in-law, Jim
(Connie) Osborne,
Tim Osborne, Kathy
Wolfe, Kim(Tom)
Gless,  Scott(Kim)
Osborne, Pat
Osborne, Rick
Osborne; many

aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, and other extended
family, along with a plethora of friends. Bonnie was an
artist, she loved to paint pastel landscapes, and was
recognized for her work. She studied art at both Grand
Valley State University and Wayne State University.
Over the years, she held the title of President of the
Great Lakes Pastel Society and was a member of the
Grand Valley Artists. Bonnie was also heavily involved
in the Lowell Area Arts Council and volunteered a lot of
her time at the Flat River Gallery and Framing where
her art hangs currently. She loved to spend time hiking
in nature. She was able to name each tree, flower,
plant, bird, and even recognize the different animal
tracks. Bonnie earned a brown belt in karate, became
a swim instructor due to her love of swimming, ran
many 5Ks; including the Fifth Third Riverbank Run;
and enjoyed skiing in the mountains of Colorado.
Bonnie had a passion for traveling; she went abroad
to Italy and Ireland to paint their unique landscapes.
Together, Ron and Bonnie loved to travel as their kids
had families of their own; recently taking a 2-month trip
and visited 23 National Parks. Bonnie was a devoted
and loving mother; she adored her children. A Memorial
Service will be held at 11am on Thursday, May 25,
2023, at Lowell United Methodist Church, 621 E Main
St, Lowell, MI 49331, with visitation one hour prior.

Interment

Memorial Contributions

PUBLICATION OF NOTICE
OF HEARING
STATE OF MICHIGAN

The Probate Court for the
County of Kent

IN THE MATTER
OF: Patrick Osburn,
Guardianship File No.
23-213,146-GA

TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS including his
brother(s) and sister(s),
and any unknown
children and heirs,
whose address(es) is/
are unknown and whose
interest in the matter may
be barred or affected by
the following:

TAKE NOTICE: A hearing
will be held on June 30,
2023, at 2:30 pm at Kent
Co. Probate Court, 180

Ashley Cemetery.
can
be made in Bonnie’'s name to
Faith Hospice, 2100 Raybrook
SE Suite 300 Grand Rapids, Ml
49546, or Lowell Arts, 223 W.
Main St., Lowell, Ml 49331.

gerst

FUNERAL CARE

Roth-Gerst

LEGAL NOTICE ——

Ottawa NW, Grand Rapids,
Ml 49503, Courtroom 9C
in person and via Zoom
before Judge David M.

Murkowski (P35026)for
the following purpose:
Appointment of a
Guardian.

Dated: May 10, 2023

Adult Protective Services,
DHHS, Petitioner

121 Martin Luther King
Jr. SE, Grand Rapids, Ml
49507

(616) 260-6443

VAN ESSEN and
ASSOCIATES PLLC,
Attys for Petitioner by
Amanda Van Essen Wirth
(P75001)

109 E. Main St.

Suite 11

Zeeland, M| 49464
Phone: (616) 633-0196

the Iowell
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Lowell uses strong day two to
finish third at conference meet

Submitted by Coach Paul Judd

Throughout the regular
season, Lowell’s losses
were all by small margins,
coming down to one event
going one way or another.
Because of that, it was no
surprise that the Arrows
were in the top three teams
throughout the conference
meet. Lowell used a strong
second day of the OK
White Conference meet
to stay in contention, as
there were four conference
champions, as well as
scoring in five other events,
to tie GR Christian for third
place (two points behind
EGR) in a meet won by
FHC. Lowell tied for third
in the overall OK White
(combining regular season
and conference meet) with
Byron Center, which was
not a surprise, as Lowell
beat them by one point in
the regular season.

Leah Krieger started
the day off winning a
controversy filled 100H
setting a PR time of 15.85.
Krieger would follow-up
the win with another PR

and win in the 300H with
a time of 48.96. Annika
and Katrina Sandman were
up next in the 1600m,
running in the top three for
the majority of the race as
they placed third and fifth,
respectively. Annika would
later win the 3200m title
with a time of 10.55.64.
Katrina would score points
in the 800m, placing third
and closed the day with
silver medalist honors in
the 3200m. Isabel German
lowered her 400m PR to
under the minute mark,
going 59.80, to grab the
title. Isabel would close her
day with a third place finish
in the 200m, which capped
a conference meet where
she also took second in pole
vault and fifth in the 100m.

Lowell got some great
scoring on Thursday as
Aubriegh Oswald captured
second in the shot put
and sixth in the discus.
Krieger earned a PR in the
long jump, going 15-8.50,
which was good for third;
Brooklyn Wobma grabbed
fourth in the pole vault,

and lvy McDonald set a new
PR in the high jump, going
4-10, which was good for
fifth. The 3200m relay was
the only running final on
Thursday and the team of
Annika Sandman, Audrey
Latchaw, Jadyn Young,
and Katrina Sandman went
10:05.50 to grab fourth
place. The team’s time was
less than 1 second off the
school record.

All conference athletes
were Leah Krieger, Annika
Sandman, Isabel German,
Katrina ~ Sandman, and
Aubriegh Oswald.

Lowell is off until
Friday, as they head to
Portage for the MHSAA
Division 1 regionals, where
the girls will try and punch
their ticket to the state meet.

Final team  scores:
Forest Hills Central, 127;
East Grand Rapids, 115;
GR Christian, 112; Lowell,
112; Byron Center, 96;
Northview, 34: Forest Hills
Northern, 21; Greenville, 13

Placing for the Arrows
were: 1st place, Isabel

German, first place, 400m,
59.80 PR and No. 4 on
the LHS record board and
second place, pole vault, 11-
00 and third place, 200m,
26.39 PR and No. 3 on
LHS record board and fifth
place 100m and No. 8 on
LHS record board; Annika
Sandman, first place,
3200m, 10:55.64 and third
place, 1600m, 4:59.28; Leah
Krieger, third place, 100H,
15.85 PR and No. 4 on the
LHS record board and first,
300H, 48.96 PR and third
place, long jump, 15-08.50
PR; Katrina Sandman,
second  place, 3200m,
11:34.40 and third place,
800m, 2:20.88 and fifth
place in 1600m; Aubriegh
Oswald, second place, shot
put, 33-06 and sixth place,
discus; Ilvy  Mcdonald,
seventh place, high jump;
Brooklyn Wobma, fourth,
pole vault; Anna Seddon,
eighth place, 300H; 3200m
relay, fourth, team of
Sandman, Latchaw, Young,
Sandman, No. 2 on LHS
record board

Lowell has pole-vault champ
and four all-conference athletes

Submitted by Coach Paul Judd

The Lowell Arrows
took a fifth place regular
season finish to the OK
White conference meet,
looking to move up a place
in the overall standings. At
the end of the meet, Lowell
was able to set 14 personal
records on their way to
scoring 81 points, which
was good for fifth place.
Lowell was .5 away from
Greenville, and three away
from EGR in the meet, won
by Byron Center.

The  highlight  of
the meet was Ramsey
Ponchaud winning the pole
vault, going 13’3” PR and
followed it up on Friday
with a second place finish in

AS

SPRAY FOAM
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the 300H and as a member
of the third place 1600m
relay team. Two relays also
were showcased, as they
ran times good enough
for the record board. The
800m relay team went
1:33.91, which hit the No.
4 mark and was good for
silver medalist honors in
the meet. Isaac Graham
was a double medalist as he
earned second in the discus
and third in the shot put.
Benjamin Bromley earned
three medals, as he was
third in the discus, seventh
in the 800m, and was part of
the 1600m relay team.

The meet gives the
Arrows something to build
on, as we work on the little

T]O

Closed or Open Cell
or Blown-In Fiberglass

Roy Mast « 517-652-9119
2501 N. Ionia Rd., Vermontville

things that will result in the
single points in a big meet
that would move us from
fifth to third.

All-Conference athletes
were Ramsey Ponchaud,
Levi Mills, lsaac Graham,
and Benjamin Bromley.

Lowell is off until
Friday, as they head to
Portage for the MHSAA
Division 1 regionals.

Final team  scores:
Byron Center, 148; GR
Christian, 102.5; East Grand
Rapids, 84; Greenville, 81.5;
Lowell, 81; Forest Hills
Central, 71.5; Northview,
34.5, Forest Hills Northern,
25.

Placing for the Arrows
were: Ramsey Ponchaud,

first in pole vault, 13-3 and
second in the 300H, 42.05;
Levi Mills, second place,
400m, 51.01 PR and No.4
on LHS record board; Isaac
Graham, second, discus,
139-00 and third in shot put,
42-11.75;800m relay, second
team of Wigger, Baker,
Mills, Young, 1:33.91 and
No. 4 on LHS record board;
Christopher Wigger, third,
300H, 42.34PR; Benjamin
Bromley, third, discus,
138-05; 1600m relay third,
team of Polczak, Bromley,
Ponchaud, Mills, 3:32.04,
No. 10 on LHS record board;
Xavier Young, eighth, 100m;
Dylan  Polczak, eighth,
400m; Benjamin Bromley,
sixth, 800m; Noah VanLaan,
seventh, 110HH; Drew
Weber, fourth, shot put;
Avery Elmhirst, sixth, shot
put

THIS AD FOR SALE!

More than 50% of adults have a positive
perception of ads in print newspapers.*

Want to be next to trusted
content? Place your ad in this
newspaper and a network of
newspapers in the state!

Call this paper
or 800-227-7636

www . chaads . com

*Kantar Millward Brown, Feb. 2018
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office hours:

Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Closed Fri., Sat. & Sun.

for sale

USED TIRES - Call with
size, 616-292-7649/616-
295-8820. Rob’s Auto
- thanks.m

GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPPIES - 1st shots
and wormed, playful and
friendly, $300. Call 269-
223-5154.

REACH OVER 100,000
AREA HOMES - with our
Marketplace! One call &
one payment, only $40! In-
cludes20 words &1 black &
white photo. Only items for
sale please. Perfect place
to advertise a vehicle or
camper for sale! Call 897-
9555, email: classifieds@
lowellbuyersguide.com or
stop by 105 N. Broadway
for more info.

FISH FOR STOCKING
- Most varieties, ponds
and lakes. LAGGIS FISH
FARM, 269-628-2056 days
or 269-624-6215 Eves.

for rent

WE DO BUSINESS INAC-
CORDANCE WITH THE
FEDERAL FAIR HOUS-
ING LAW - Equal Housing
Opportunity. It is illegal to
discriminate against any
person because of race,
color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or na-
tional origin.. Anyone who
feels he or she has been
discriminated against may
file a complaint of housing
discrimination: 1-800-669-
9777 (toll free) 1-800-927-
9275 (TTY).

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on
Alden Nash, 1 mile
South of 196. Call for
specials 558-2900.

HALL FOR RENT - Lowell
Veteran’s Center, 3100
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private,
great location & great rate!
www.VFW8303.org. Jan.,
Feb, March & April Veterans
Potluck at 2 pm on the 2nd
Sunday of the month. Call
John at 299-0486 or 897-
8303.TFNEOW

WHISTLE STOP MINI
STORAGE - 12661 Ver-
gennes, N. of Lowell. 5x10;
10x10; 10x20; 10x30;
12x40. Fenced lighted, key
code entry. Call for more
information, 897-8872.

sales

21ST ANNUAL PERENNI-
AL PLANT FUNDRAISER
- Memorial Day Weekend,
Sat., 8-3, Sun. 10-3 and
Mon. before & after parade.
520 N. Monroe.

MmiscC.

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
aFREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior
& Military Discounts. Call
1-866-495-1709

the

misc.

ATTN: MEDICAL STU-
DENTS-Ifyouareenrolled
in medical school (that
grants a M.D. or D.O. de-
gree) orsoontobe,andare
a graduate of Lowell High
School, this is for you. The
Donald Gerard MD Honor-
ary Medical Scholarship
is granted for your four
years of medical education.
Please call Victoria Pratt
at Lowell High School at
616-987-2908 for an ap-
plication or for more details.
Deadline is June 1, 2023.

TOPS (TAKE OFF
POUNDS SENSIBLY)
WEEKLY MEETINGS -
Tuesdays, 6:30 pm at
Schneider Manor Com-
munity Room, 725 Bowes
Rd., Lowell. Cost $37 per
year and $5 per month...
start losing weight TODAY

ATTN LOWELL WIDOWS
- We are meeting at vari-
ous places for lunch or
dinner most Mondays. All
are welcome. Questions
on location, call Elaine
616-856-8022 for more
information.

NEED AN AL-ANON
MEETING? - Al-Anon is
a fellowship of families
and friends of alcoholics.
Join us Sunday-Saturday
at 10:30 AM and 7 PM
on Zoom. Come learn
the Steps, Traditions &
Concepts of living and
coping, in Serenity, with
alcoholism. There are no
dues or fees for Al-Anon.
For Zoom meeting ID &
Password, please call Joy
at 616-901-7779.

help wanted

IMMEDIATE OPENING -
for a walking route carrier
todeliverthe Buyers Guide
on the weekend in the city
of Lowell. Must be depend-
able! Work less than 1 day
a week! Get paid weekly,
pickup papers at Buy-
ers Guide office. Apply in
person, 105 N. Broadway,
Lowell. No phone calls
accepted regarding this
position.

=
SIGNS &
BANNERS
10
BUSINESS
CARDS &
BOOKLETS

and everything
in between!!!

CONTACT

Lowell

itho
rinting

LOWELL LITHO

Your Hometown Printer

services

WORKWANTED - Double
D's tree service Plus 70'
& 40' bucket trucks. Tree
trimming and removal,
brush chipping, Stump
grinding. Free estimates
and Insured. Call Dave
Delinsky 616-212-3008.

CLIMBER - needs work.
Call Dan, 616-970-3832.

BUSINESS CARDS - Be-
fore you order your cards
from somewhere else -
checkourrates! Call Lowell
Litho, 897-9261.

SERVICE - Lowell & sur-
rounding areas. On road
repairs. Rob’s Towing &
Auto Salvage. “CHEAP
HOOKER” 616-292-7649
or 616-295-8820.

Dan for free estimates.
616-970-3832.

NEED A DUMPSTER? -
Dumpster rental, 10-20
yards. Mention this ad for
$10 to $20 off. Call or text
Doug for estimates at 616-
295-6640.rx

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

édger

classifieds

services

DRIVER’S LICENSE SUS-
PENDED OR REVOKED?
- Don’t get sucked into
$100-$300 evaluation
fees... NEVER charge
for your record evaluation
& consultation! Driver’s
license RESTORATION:
Flat fees only, no hourly
billing. FREE consultation
& evaluation of your case.
Have a question? Call At-
torney Martin Mead (616)
235-0330.

COPY SERVICE,
(black & white & color!)
FAX SERVICE,
LAMINATING
PRINTING
BANNERS
POSTERS
& MUCH MORE
AVAILABLE AT THE
LOWELL LEDGER
105 N. Broadway
HOURS
M-Th. 8-4 p.m.
Ph. 897-9261
Fax 897-4809

email:
ledger@lowellbuyers
guide.com
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Support:the Local Businesses

Who) Help Support: [l

Que Conmunaitty! FET 11
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Find Out
What The Buzz

with a subscriptionto

édger
Call to start your

subscription
891-9261
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Lowell plays spoiler against Tiger

By Justin Scott
sports reporter

It was the first-ever
meeting between Lowell
and Allegan on the soccer
pitch for the girls programs.
For Allegan, it came at a
cost, as Lowell traveled
an hour down south and
knocked off the Tigers, who
came in touting a ranking
in Division 3 and a 12-0
record.

RJ  Wagamon, the
Lowell striker, did what a
good striker does and struck
first. The sophomore wove
her way through the Tiger
defense, but an errant leg
tripped her up and gave
Lowell a penalty. Wagamon,
also  Lowell’s  penalty
specialist, converted it with
four minutes left in the first
half to give Lowell a 1-0
lead.

The Red Arrow defense

held the Tigers to just
seven shots on goal, which
goalkeeper, Aubree Lee,
kept out of the back of the
net to preserve the shutout,
and an upset win in just the
second game on grass for
Lowell this season.

Coming into the
game, Allegan had a 73-3
scoring advantage over

their opponents, and while
it was the first time Lowell
and Allegan had met in girls
soccer, Lowell was all too
familiar for Allegan girls
soccer Head Coach, Paul
Legge. Legge coached both
the boys and girls programs
at Lowell, where he led
both teams with plenty of
success. He was head of the
girls program through 2010,
when Lowell went 16-4.
Later in the week,
Lowell honored  their
seniors, on senior night,

night of the hearing.

CITY OF
LOWELL

PUBLIC NOTICE

Please take notice that the Lowell Planning
Citizens Advisory Commission will hold a
public hearing at Lowell City Hall, located
at 301 East Main Street, Lowell, Ml 49331
on Monday, June 12, 2023, at 7:00 PM. The
subject of the hearing will be:

Special Land use Request for Multiple
Family Dwelling at 115 Riverside Drive

An applicaton for
approval has been submitted by Todd
Schall to construct a four-unit multiple-
family dwelling at 115 Riverside Drive.
The property is within the C-2 Central
Buisiness District, where multiple-family
dwellings are permitted only if approved
as a special land use approval by the
Planning Commission.

Copies of the application and the City’s Zoning
Ordinance are available for public viewing
during regular business hours at Lowell City
Hall, 301 East Main Street, Lowell, Michigan.
Written comments will be received until the

The City will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services to those with
disabilities planning to attend upon three (3)
days’ notice to the City Clerk. Individuals who
require such services should contact the City
at the address listed above or by telephone at
616-897-8457.

special land use

Respectfully,
Susan Ullery
Lowell City Clerk

against Coopersville
at home. Lowell took
immediate control of the
game on the field. Ashley
Powell started the scoring
on an indirect free Kkick
outside the box, which she
hit with power down the
middle, took a deflection,
and went in. Later in the
half, the Broncos scored a
surprise equalizer against
the run of play, on a rare
defensive miscue by the
Red Arrows, and the score
was knotted at one. Play
continuously was heading
toward the Coopersville
goal, and the onslaught of
shots was too much for the
Bronco defense, who gave
up three second half goals.
Lowell celebrated
seniors, Amelia Hancock,
Ally Seevers, Leah
Davidson, Emily  Ake,
Olivia Staley, and Abigail
Hewitt.  Hancock  and
Seevers each scored goals,

édger
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Emily Ake heads the ball on goal.

along with Powell and
Gracyn Hamilton. Assists
were contributed by Ake and
Seevers, along with Carmen
Mika and Alyse Miles.

Aubree Lee had two saves,
an indication of just how
much Lowell was in control
of the game.

The team  begins
OK  White  Conference
Tournament play this week,

with districts next week.
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Baseball team wins Dansville Tournament

By Justin Scott
sports reporter

The Lowell §
baseball team |
won the Dansville
Tournament  this |
past weekend and |
hosted senior day }
in a double-header }
against Hopkins. '

Seniors, Gavin

Mazarka,  Aidan }
Dennings, Peyton
Teachworth, Wil
Johnston,  Colton
Byrne, Kevin
Topolinski, Gus |
McDonald, and
Nolan Jannenga
were honored.

At Dansville,
Lowell bested
an unfamiliar
opponent,  Charyl
Stockwell Preparatory
Academy. The charter

school, out of Brighton,
began MHSAA Tournament
play in fall of 2015 and
it was Lowell’s first-ever

meeting with the Sentinels
in any sport. After beating
Charyl Stockwell, Lowell
defeated host Dansville
in the finals 8-5 ,after the
Aggies beat Webberville in

the other semifinal.

Earlier in the week,
Lowell was swept in a
series against third-ranked
in the state, Grand Rapids

Christian. The Red Arrows
play EGR in a three game
series this week and a
double-header against
Thornapple-Kellogg.

Catch Up On Lowell High School Sports
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FUN PAGE
SUDOKU

Level: Advanced

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1
through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You
can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes.
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the
puzzle!

=S H>POOMFIM-A>==00IT>»Crro<w

| am a singer born in New York
on May 20, 1981. | began taking piano
lessons at age 4. My style has been
called catchy, light pop with lyrics that
share hard truths about life. | have
been compared to Alanis Morissette.

Ua1Iv]d 12YyoODY] AINMSUL”
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SKIN CARE INGREDIENTS WORD SEARGH
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W N UGLY COULTITGCHA AIJIXU OGTIN
W K X K R UU CTU CUHNTETEIZ RTCSNWUSTI
X G H S I DNXTIUAMWMMOXNA ATEE A
C 0O UY DD CPABMWYDXINMMUINC
I J R EDITUPTEUPIRTEUWPUZPU OTCUOTU OTI
T Q 0 DGR CDIKU DTG COTEI KTYH QT CN
C APPYAOAUPIKUTETG CNTESMTIA
A A DBTHWO QUOUPI QI OS SNYA AUHM
L R KPDHA AJUWBSTIULUHAGTITTI
D B Q DY RIT RTITAY BGTULTCTETD
S T DS M COCDEA ANA AL G QRUDOUME
N A CIRBULI RIBIULUDOWTITLMMATIZK
L T CE CDADI KU GMNTIULTGCMMLTIUDY
Y OP NDHY URUIBU OTLA ATETYYG K G
H O T NUHYO0OXWMMGYNUY L B E
D T Y I KQNINWILTETUDMTEGCTETZKUTIL
N O LD OTI R OURNUGOYA AU OTEUHYUTC
E R E T CNNTITS AULTEUHSRKE G
E U A L P HAWHYD RUOXYE JIRE
O WBALMUDIULUONTITEI RTLTGTZPNFEP
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
Puzzle solutions SKIN CARE BETAHYDROXY  HYALURONIC ~ LUBRICANT
on page 13 INGREDIENTS WORD COLLAGEN HYDRATION NIACINAMIDE
SEARCH COPPER PEPTIDE HYDROQUINONE RETINOL
DIMETHICONE KOJIC SALICYLIC
ACIDS ELASTIN LACTIC SUNSCREEN
ALPHA-HYDROXY GLYCERIN L-ASCORBIC WATER
BALM GLYCOLIC LOTION

WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to skin care.

DAIC

PIDOEp AN SUE”

CLUES ACROSS

1. Relative biological
effectiveness (abbr.)

4. Chinese philosophical
principle

7. Branch

8. Jewish spiritual leader
10. Slang for requests

12. “So Human An Animal”
author

13. Rocker Billy

14. British Air Aces

16. Type of tree

17. “Tough Little Boys”
singer Gary

19. State attorneys

20. Goddess of fertility

21. Localities

25. Beloved singer Charles
26. Clue

27. Ridge of jagged rock
below sea surface

29. Helsinki neighborhood
30. Farm resident

31. Ocean

32. Where ballplayers work
39. Unable to hear

41. Cool!

42. Cape Verde capital

43. One point north of due
east

44. Kilo yard (abbr.)

45. Middle Eastern nation
46. It yields Manila hemp
48. People operate it
(abbr.)

49. Regenerate

50. Not healthy

51. Chinese sword

52. Mild expression of
surprise

CLUES DOWN

1. Unit of angle

2. Headgear to control a
horse

3. Clots

4. Follows sigma

5. Awoman who is the
superior of a group of nuns
6. Greek units of weight
8. Radio direction finder
(abbr.)

9. Systems, doctrines,
theories

11. Stony waste matter
14. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
15. Hostile to others

18. U.S. State

19. Not wet

20. Something one thinks
up

22. Where beer is made
23. Clumsy person

24. Belonging to us

27. Canadian flyers

28. Greek goddess of the
dawn

29. Snakelike fish

31. Unhappy

32. Fruit

33. Not good

34. Zero degrees Celsius
35. Goo Goo Dolls’ hit
36. Crawls into the head
(folklore)

37. Legally responsible
38. Move in a playful way
39. Regarded with deep
affection

40. Partner to flowed

44. Native American tribe
47. Head honcho
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FLAT RIVER

OUTREACH MINISTRIES

NOW THROUGH
JUNE 1!

. (LEe Total Match: $43,750.00
rromthe heart  |MAtching Sponsors - Used: 540197 00
'f’FROM )
FLAT RIVER .. - A Common Cents

i

OGERS 4 Rare Coins

_ \ R,
o X / NEIGHBORHOQD

REALTY T
Mercantile

.
- _ iver Bank of Michigan
A\\ MAGNA ( BerrenBaker

@ | M P A C T e - KING MILLING comw;uv c%{;ﬁey E N W O R K

PARTNER CONNECTOR

Brian and Cheryl Doyle, Lowell United Methodist Church, Timpson
Transport, Metric Manufacturing Co, Margaret DeVoest, McDonald's,

Patrick and Kati Doyle, Chimera Design, First Congregational NORTH15775 23400 10764 0 0 49939
Church of Lowell
= SOUTH 13465 34180 9060 0 0 56705

COMMUNITY CONNECTOR

Lake Michigan Credit Union, Kenneth and Deborah Kooy

NEIGHBOR CONNECTOR Rogers Neighborhood Realty -
William and Diane Wieland, Greenridge Realty, Edward Jones, Sandy neW FOOd Flght MatCh Base Sponsorl

Graham, Boulder Ridge Wild Animal Park, Franciscan Life Process
Center, Lowell Granite Company Inc, Steve and Sandra Fleming

FAMILY CONNECTOR

Bill and Dottie Roth, Maple Ridge Manor of Lowell, John and Deb
Houweling, Kaminski Chiropractic, Boichot Insurance Agency, Portland
Federal Credit Union, Key Vista MHC, Key Heights Village,

Flat River Grill

FRIEND CONNECTOR

Lowell Chamber of Commerce, Joe and Mary Bommarito, Ralph and
Virginia Haga, Jim and Chris Hodges, Fuller Septic Services,
Centrie Concrete Cutting, Dependable LP Gas, Lowell Women’s Club,
Big Boiler Brewing

RESTAURANT BENEFIT NIGHTS

May 30 - Culver's (5-8 pm)
Amanda Rogers is a wife, mother, friend, volunteer, leader, and business owner. Her

MEDIA SPONSOR business, Rogers Neighborhood Realty, is FROM’s newest Food Fight Match Base
sponsor for 2023.

Week 1 Week2 Week3 Week4 Week5  TOTALS

= J"ﬂ “\

Volunteering and serving at more than nine local organizations, including FROM, you

owell
e d g e r may wonder how one person could be involved in so many heartfelt organizations.

For Amanda, the answer is simple: Dedication, heart, and persistence.

the I

Please enclose payment “l am convinced that if everyone tried to make the world a better place right where they

(checks payable to FROM) with the form below are at, in their little sphere, that we would all be a lot better off,” Amanda said. “[I'm] just
DO NAT | O N FO R M trying to do my share and make opportunities for others to make a difference as well.”
. Amanda started Rogers Neighborhood Realty in December of 2020. When asked to
or donate online at www.fromlowell.org capture Rogers Neighborhood Realty, Amanda shared, “We enjoy being able to serve
the community we live in with intentional care and extensive knowledge of all things real
NAME estate.”
PHONE EMAIL The business now has four agents and a permanent location in historic downtown Lowell.
ADDRESS Amanda’s time at FROM hasn’t always been as a volunteer or donor. Her first experience
was as a thrift store shopper.
DONATION AMOUNT $ PP
NORTH TEAM SOUTH TEAM “The more | see of how the organization works, and how they process through decisions,
——— the more | want to help them continue in their endeavors. It's a natural fit for me!” she
Visa/MasterCard # said about why she partners with FROM.
Expiration Date Security Code Thank you, Amanda, and all our Food Fight Match Base sponsors. We're thankful that

they have generously helped provide a more than $40,000 match challenge! Make a
donation online today at: fromlowell.org/donate
Please mail to FROM, 11535 Fulton Street East, Lowell, Ml 49331



