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OF LOWELL The Lowell Red Arrow 
Robotics Team 3234 placed 
third at the West Michigan 
District competition at 
GVSU on March 24 and 
25, 2023. The team of 
dedicated students spent 
countless hours designing, 
building, and programming 
their robot, and their hard 
work has paid off with a 
top-three finish.

The competition 
brought together teams 
from across the region to 
showcase their robotics 
skills in a series of 
challenges that tested 
their precision, speed, 
and teamwork abilities. 
The Red Arrow Robotics 
team rose to the occasion, 
demonstrating their 
technical expertise 
and strategic thinking 
throughout the competition.

The team’s robot was 
built to complete various 
tasks, from driving up on 
and automatically leveling 

Robotics team secures third place finish
a seesaw platform to 
picking up and delivering 
objects to specific places. 
The students used advanced 
programming techniques 
and integrated multiple 
sensors to ensure their 
robot could complete each 
challenge efficiently and 
accurately.

“I am proud of Team 
3234,” said Trevor Stewart, 
Lowell High School senior 
and team captain. “We 
are part of an amazing 
community. We have come 
so far since I joined. I hope 
it continues to progress for 
many years to come.”

Team members showed 
true sportsmanship and 
collaboration by lending 
a hand to other teams in 
need. Whether helping with 
coding, providing spare 
parts, or offering technical 
advice, the team was always 
ready to assist. It was the 
perfect example of students 
embracing the Lowell Area 

Schools motto, “Learners 
today. Leaders tomorrow. 

Red Arrows for life.”
“The goal of Red 

Arrow Robotics coaches 

and mentors is to teach our 
students how to analyze 

and break down large 
challenges into bite-sized 
pieces, help them build 

their problem-solving 
confidence, and develop 

their communication skills 

Robotics, continued
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By Gabrielle Yeary
contributing writer

In room B210, of 
the Lowell Senior High 
School, are cameras, 
students, editing software, 
and loads of creativity; 
and nearly every day at 
around 1:20, students 
gather around in the 
classrooms to watch the 
masterpiece created in 
B210. The Red Arrow 
Report is a student-run 
news broadcast covering 
a multitude of topics such 
as school sports, clubs, job 
opportunities, and daily 
news. The news broadcast 
is offered as an elective for 
all grade levels to take at 
the high school and helps 
students learn the technical 
and social aspects of the 
televising world. “The 
purpose of [Red Arrow 
Report] is to entertain and 
inform students of news in 
the community,” explains 
Isaac Graham, a senior 
in the class, who runs the 
sound for the broadcasts.

Tony Ellis, the teacher 
in charge of instructing 
the course, states that the 

LHS has their 
own broadcast news

media and the news are 
integral parts of daily lives 
all across the country, and 
as a teacher, he wishes to 
best prepare his students 
for their future. For the 
past three years, he’s 
helped teach new and old 
students all the mechanics 
behind the scenes. His 
job is “to orchestrate 
sixteen different students 
with unique jobs to end 
up with a balanced, 
entertaining” report 
all within an hour. The 
class covers and teaches 
all the sound, editing, 
captioning, recording, and 
on-air intellect required 
to smoothly run a news 
broadcast.

And his students seem 
to love it! Not only is their 
love for the teacher evident, 
but their enjoyment of the 
material they’re learning, 
as well. When asked, many 
of the current students in 
the class said the creative 
liberty the students are 
granted is by far the most 

LHS News, 
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By Justin Tiemeyer
contributing writer

On Tuesday, March 
28, 2023, the Lowell City 
Council held a special 
meeting, outside of their 
first and third Monday 
mandate, at 6:30 pm, in 
order to discuss two items, 
the approval of bids for 
construction on North 
Monroe Street this coming 
summer, and the approval of 
resolutions, 6-23 and 7-23, 
for the issuance of USDA 
water and sewer revenue 
bonds. Council member, 
Marty Chambers, was 
absent for the proceedings, 
which ended promptly at 
6:47pm.

Public works director, 
Dan Czarnecki, took to 
the podium to describe the 
request for North Monroe 
Street construction, which 
as proposed, includes 
replacement of the water 
main and sewers, repair 
of sewer infiltration areas, 
resurfacing of the street and 
curbs, and replacement of 

Council approves North 
Monroe construction 
at brief special meeting

the sidewalk in many areas. 
“When it all gets done, it’s 
going to be a nice project 
for the community and the 
residents,” Czarnecki said.

The city received three 
bids for the construction 
project. The lowest bid 
came from CL Trucking 
and Excavating in Ionia, the 
high bid from Georgetown 
Construction in Jenison, 
and the remaining bid from 
Montgomery Excavating in 
Ionia. Czarnecki described 

all three bids as “competitive 
offers,” pointing out that 
each bid fell below the 
engineer’s estimate of $3.4 
million for a project of this 

scale. The city has been 
approved for funding for 
this project through the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture, Rural 
Development (USDA-RD).

Jessica Woods explains the details of bond 
issuance resolutions 6-23 and 7-23.

Meeting, 
continued page 3
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Dearest Lowell 
Community, Friends and 
Family,

We are not even sure 
where to begin with this 
THANK YOU!! We are 
overwhelmed and feel 
completely blessed by the 
love and support we were 
shown by all of you on 
Friday night, March 24th. 
We are so grateful for the 
many people who care 
about supporting Doak and 
the continued success of 
the Pink Arrow Pride. It 
was so great to see and be 
able to talk with so many 
of you, even if the ugly and 
the scary topic of Cancer is 
what brought us together. 
We are so very thankful 
for our Lowell family, and 
all the love shown to us, 
and especially to Doak! 
Our gratitude and love for 
all of you is immeasurable. 
We thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts for all 
of the prayers, phone calls, 
countless messages, care 
packages for Doak, as well 
as, all of the many nausea 
remedies that were shared 
with us. Lowell will always 
be considered our home, no 
matter where we physically 
are, and we could never 
thank you enough!!!

Doak has just finished 
his second to last treatment. 

A Special Thank You
He has one more, on April 
4th, to complete his three 
rounds. His tumor markers, 
taken before this last round, 
were all in the normal range, 
which means the chemo 
is working. These last 5 
months have been some of 
the toughest times we have 
faced as a family. To watch 
your child suffer through 
chemotherapy every day, 
for 5 hours at a time and 
all of the side effects that 
come with it, crushes your 
heart. But… It did give us 
a chance to spendtogether, a 
lot of time with our college-
aged son, that we hadn’t 
had in several years. We 
spent many hours talking 
about fears, hopes, dreams 
and future plans. That is a 
time we will never regret. 
Doak has wonderful high 
school friends, and siblings 
also, who have all taken 
turns coming to be with 
him during his treatments 
and to make sure he was 
never alone while we were 
working. Everyone has 
worked very hard to make 
him feel secure, loved 
and supported during this 
difficult time.

We will go back to 
Mayo Clinic on April 11th, 
for more scans and blood 
work. Hopefully, after that 
point, Doak will just be 

under surveillance for the 
next several years. Until 
then, we continue to seek 
joy in every day and be 
thankful for all that we have 
been blessed with, and you; 
the Lowell Community is 
one of those things!! Thank 
you again, and we hope to 
be able to continue to Pay-
It-Forward by continuing 
to support the Pink Arrow 
Pride.

Special thanks to 
these people who played 
important roles in the 
planning and organizing 
of this great event: Julie 
and Brian Krajewski, Mike 
and Jessica Curtis, Andy 
and Lyndsey Graham, 
Perry and Teresa Beachum, 
Greg and Liz Pratt, Bucky 
and Kathy Curtis, Jason 
Lamereaux, Sue Kruse, Kim 
Stephens, Scott and Mandy 
McDowell, Angie Fonger, 
Tom Kaywood, Tony 
Domer, Bill Simonson, 
Derek Krajewski, Jake 
Henige, Ken and Heather 
Palcowski. Also special 
thanks to Restaurant 
Row: Keiser’s Kitchen, 
Mainstreet BBQ, Flat River 
Grille, Big Boiler Brewing, 
Sneakers, Sabor Mexicano 
and Rio Plano Taqueria.

Sincerely, 
Jill and Noel Dean.

Michigan’s individual 
income tax rate will fall 
from 4.25 percent to 4.05 
percent for the 2023 tax 
year, state Treasurer, Rachel 
Eubanks, confirmed last 
week. The cut will be short-
lived, however. 

The income tax rate 
will return to 4.25 percent in 
2024, Eubanks said, citing 
a legal opinion released 
this week by Democratic 
Attorney General, Dana 
Nessel, that infuriated 
Republicans who contend 
the cut should be considered 
permanent. 

Michigan’s “strong 
economic position” led to 
the soaring state revenues 
that triggered the cut called 
for in a 2015 road funding 
law, said Eubanks, an 
appointee of Democratic 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. 

“When Michiganders 
file their 2023 state income 
taxes in 2024, they will see 
the rate adjustment in the 
form of less tax owed or 
a larger refund,” Eubanks 
continued in a statement. 

The 2015 law, in 
question, raised fuel 
taxes and registration 
fees to help fund road 
repairs. But to win over 
conservative lawmakers, 
then-Republican Gov. Rick 
Snyder agreed to include a 

Michigan income tax rate 
to drop, but just for one year

provision that would force 
an income tax rate cut in 
any year where the state 
was flush with excess tax 
collections. 

A report, released late 
Wednesday by the state 
Budget Office, shows 

Michigan was indeed flush 
with cash in 2022, ending 
the year with $14.2 billion 
in general fund and general 
purpose revenues, up from 
$12.5 billion the prior year. 

As of Oct. 1, the state 
was sitting on a roughly $7.5 
billion general fund surplus. 
Officials, in January, 
predicted that surplus 
could reach $9.2 billion by 
fall, but Whitmer and the 
Legislature have already 
agreed to spend some of that 
money, and the governor’s 
record $79 billion budget 
proposal would use most of 
the rest. 

Every Michigander 
who pays income taxes will 
see some benefit under the 
one-year rate cut announced 
Wednesday, but the state’s 
flat rate means wealthier 
people will save the most 
money on a dollar-to-dollar 
basis.  A single filer who 
earns $30,000 would save 
about $50, while a filer who 
earns $1 million would save 
more than $2,000.

Whitmer last year 

vetoed GOP bills that 
would have permanently 
cut the state’s income tax 
rate. But on Wednesday, 
she celebrated the one-
year reduction that Nessel 
cited.  “As a result of our 
growing economy and 

strong fiscal management, 
Michigan’s state income tax 
will decrease to its lowest 
in 15 years,” Whitmer 
said in a statement. “Our 
state is headed in the right 
direction, bolstered by low 
unemployment, projects 
bringing jobs and supply 
chains home, and fiscally 
responsible, bipartisan 
leadership.”

Republicans, on 
Tuesday, blasted Nessel for 
her legal opinion that the 
tax cut will last only a year. 
Snyder and Republican 
legislative leaders, who 
approved the legislation 
eight years ago, said the 
cut was intended to be 
permanent.  “The level to 
which Gov. Whitmer and 
Attorney General Nessel 
will go to deny the working 
people of Michigan tax 
relief has reached a new 
low,” current Senate 
Minority Leader Aric 
Nesbitt, R-Porter Township, 
said in a statement. 

Republicans say 
Nessel’s opinion could 

spur lawsuits. But because 
Democrats now control 
the Legislature, it’s likely 
any legal challenge would 
have to come from outside 
groups. “In the last 24 
hours, we’ve heard from 
taxpayers, small businesses, 
and elected officials 
regarding this latest attempt 
by Governor Whitmer 
and Democrats to deny an 
income tax cut required 
by state law,” Nesbitt 
spokesperson Jeff Wiggins 
said Wednesday.  “At this 

point, we’re keeping all 
options on the table in our 
fight to defend Michigan’s 
working families.”

Cutting the income tax 
rate to 4.05 percent will cost 
the state about $650 million 
in lost revenue, according to 
the Michigan Treasury. 

The one-year rate cut 
is the latest development 
in a long-running tax 
policy battle in Lansing, 
where Whitmer last year 
vetoed multiple GOP bills 
before working this year 

with new Democratic 
majorities to approve more 
targeted tax breaks for low-
income workers and retired 
pensioners. 

Tax relief legislation 
Whitmer signed into law 
earlier this month also 
proposed $180 “inflation 
relief” checks for Michigan 
taxpayers, but Republicans 
blocked those checks 
in order to preserve the 
expected income tax rate 
reduction.

Michigan’s income tax rate will fall by .2 percent in tax year 2023, going 
from 4.25 percent to 4.05 percent. (Shutterstock)

CITY OF LOWELL
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

ORDINANCE NO. 23-02
NOTICE OF ADOPTION AND SUMMARY OF AN ORDINANCE TO PROTECT 
THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, AND GENERAL WELFARE OF PERSONS 
AND PROPERTY WITHIN CITY OF LOWELL, MICHIGAN, LIMITING THE 
MAIN STREET OVERNIGHT PARKING PROHIBITION TO WINTER MONTHS.

The Lowell City Council adopted Ordinance No. 23-02 amending Division 1, 
“Generally,” Article IV, “Stopping, Standing and Parking,” Chapter 21, “Traffic 
and Motor Vehicles,” of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Lowell on April 
3, 2023.  Ordinance No. 23-02 amends and restates that parking is prohibited 
on Main Street from Hudson Street to Jefferson Street between 2:00 a.m. and 
6:00 a.m. from November 1 through March 31.  A copy of Ordinance No. 23-02 
is available for inspection at City Hall, 301 East Main Street, in the City during 
regular business hours of the City.

Ordinance No. 23-02 is effective 10 days after this publication.

							       Susan Ullery
							       City Clerk
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CITY OF 
LOWELL

PUBLIC NOTICE

Please take notice that the Lowell City Council, 
sitting as the Zoning Board of Appeals, will hold 
a public hearing at Lowell City Hall, located 
at 301 East Main Street, Lowell, MI 49331 on 
Monday, May 1, 2023, at 7:00 PM. The subject 
of the hearing will be: 

Variance Request for 2212 Gee Drive 

A variance request has been submitted 
by Bernie and Carolyn Diekevers for 
an accessory building on their property 
located at 2212 Gee Drive.  The Zoning 
Ordinance limits the size of detached 
accessory buildings to 1,200 square feet 
in area, and the applicant is seeking an 
accessory building of 2,000 square feet 
in area.  Thus, a variance of 800 square 
feet is requested.

Copies of the application and the City’s Zoning 
Ordinance are available for public viewing 
during regular business hours at Lowell City 
Hall, 301 East Main Street, Lowell, Michigan. 
Written comments will be received until the 
night of the hearing.

The City will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services to those with 
disabilities planning to attend upon three (3) 
days’ notice to the City Clerk. Individuals who 
require such services should contact the City 

at the address listed above 
or by telephone at 616-897-
8457. 

Respectfully, 
Susan Ullery

Lowell City Clerk
      

Cliff’s
Riffs

By Cliff Yankovich

The statistics are mind-
numbing. We are given 
the news of another mass 
shooting, at a school, on an 
increasingly regular basis. 
Sometimes, if “only” two 
or three people are killed, 
we do not even hear of it. 
Meanwhile, the hands of 
legislators are tied by two 
things: the massive amount 
of lobbying money from 
the NRA, and the weapons 
manufacturers and their fear 
of upsetting the extreme 
portion of their base, who 
think any attempt at gun 
reform is a threat to “take all 
of our guns”. Maybe we just 
need a group of motivated 
moms to get the job done. Let 
me give you two examples.

In 1980, a drunk driver 
took the life of Candice 
Lightner’s 13-year-old 
daughter, Cari, as she was 
walking alongside a road 
on her way to a church 
carnival. This tradgedy 
spurred Lightner into action 
and Mothers Against Drunk 
Drivers (MADD) was 
formed. Over the following 
few years, chapters of 
MADD sprouted up across 
the country, as more and 
more moms got involved.

Over the course of 
the next five to ten years, 
significant changes were 
made to the laws regarding 
driving under the influence, 
as well as the public 
perception of doing so. There 
was, and is, statistical proof 
that the efforts of MADD 
saved lives, and continues 
to save lives, and impact the 
way we think about operating 
vehicles under the influence 
of alcohol or any other mind 
altering substance. A case 
can be made, for which was 
the most important thing 
to come out of MADD’s 
work, the laws or public 
perception. One big example 
of the perception battle is 
how MADD worked to 
change our thinking of drunk 
driving as an “accident,” to 
perceiving it as a crime.

Did the efforts of 
MADD eliminate drunk 
driving and the attendent 
deaths? Sadly, no. However, 
there are estimates that 
MADD has saved over 
350,000 deaths and they 
have helped hundreds of 
thousands of victims. Pretty 
amazing for an organization 
formed by a mom, who 
reached her limit, and turned 
her grief and outrage into 
action.

A mom with a direct 
tie to the subject of school 
shootings is Angeli Rose 
Gomez of Uvalde, Texas. 
She rushed to the school, 

fearing for the lives of her 
two sons. Can you imagine 
her frustration when the 
contingent of police officers 
on the scene saw fit to put 
her in handcuffs when she 
arrived and loudly began 
demanding action to save 
her kids? Angeli was able 
to convince the police that 
she would cooperate and 
they released her from the 
restraints. She immediately 
jumped a fence, ran to the 
school, found her oldest 
son, and got he and some 
classmates out.

Law enforcement was 
not done with Angeli. They 
tried to stop her again, after 
she went to a door leading to 
her younger son’s classroom 
and began banging on it. She 
told the police she would 
not leave her spot there 
until they started evacuating 
some children. Her second 
son was among the many 
who were saved because of 
her persistence and bravery. 
The school was surrounded 
by armed officers doing 
little, to nothing. Children 
were saved by an unarmed, 
fearless mother on a mission 
to save her kids.

The US Senate has 
100 members and the 
overwhelming number, 
75%, of them are men. The 
House of Representatives 
sees a slight uptick, in that, 
28.7% of the 435 members 
are women. My point is that 
the men who control our 
national legislative bodies 
cannot seem to get anything 
done about gun control and 
mass shootings at schools. 
Many of these men are very 
quick to tweet out their 
“thoughts and prayers” to the 
victims, in what appears to 
be a cut and paste operation. 
They simply change the date 
and the school where the 
shootings occurred.

Before we get any 
further, let me clarify two 
things. First, do I think gun 
regulations will completely 
put an end to mass shootings? 
Certainly not. People 
continue to kill others, and 
themselves, by driving 
intoxicated, in spite of laws 
prohibiting it. But failure 
to take any action because 
an outcome of one hundred 
percent change is not likely 
is totally illogical. My 
cholestoral count is creeping 
up. Will eating more oatmeal 
and fiber guarantee me a 
longer, heathier life? No, 
but I am giving it a good try 
anyway.

Secondly, do I believe 
all guns need to be tossed in 
the smelter and turned into 
plowshares? Not even close. 

But the numbers of deaths 
from mass shootings, since 
we loosened the regulations 
surrounding assault-style 
weapons, is quantifiable and 
easily demonstrated. If you 
want to argue with facts, 
then get on with it, but don’t 
expect me to participate. No 
one shoots a deer with 45 
rounds per minute. Do you 
feel more safe with a pistol 
in your house, purse, or 
vehicle? Rock on. For those 
who might cite defending 
themselves against the US 
Military, gone haywire under 
the control of some imagined 
uber-lefty President hell-
bent on taking all your 
guns: Do you really think 
you will be standing your 
ground effectively against an 
Apache helicopter warship 
that could turn your home 
into kindling in a matter of a 
minute or so?

For whatever reason, the 
male-dominated legislative 
bodies in DC have taken 
the stance that there is 
nothing we can do in the 
US to stop school shootings. 
My research indicates that 
after multiple injuries and 
three deaths from lawn 
darts occurred, they were 
outlawed. Seven people 

died from poisoned Tylenol, 
and almost instantly, the 
effort we have to make 
to open medicine bottles 
changed. Do kids still die 
from playing with dangerous 
things? Yes. Do people still 
die from pills and chemicals 
they manage to access in 
spite of the difficulty the lids 
and tops present in gaining 
access to them? Yes. But we 
did something.

Traffic deaths and 
injuries are cut in half by the 
use of seatbelts, which has 
been mandated on a national 
basis, with the exception of 
New Hampshire. Did the 
government stop us from 
driving or take our cars and 
trucks away? No, but they 
did recognize a disturbing 
trend and took action to fix 
it. Death, by being shot at 
school, was never on the 
radar for most of us. Why 
on Earth are we content to 
sit on our hands while this 
issue torments our kids and 
grandkids? Consider this a 
plea, to all the mothers out 
there, to jump on this issue 
and force some changes 
because our legislators seem 
to be following the example 
of the officers in Ulvalde, 
Texas.

Maybe we need moms 
to solve school killings

Project engineer, 
Katie Mendez, of Williams 
& Works, prepared the 
recommendation for the city 
to work with CL Trucking 
& Excavation on the public 
works project based, on 

their bid coming in at just 
over $3 million, which is 
11.8 percent lower than the 
engineer’s estimate. CL 
Trucking & Excavation 
has performed a number of 
projects for the city over 
the years, including work 
on North Jefferson (2015, 
2017), Grove and High 
Streets (2015), and Sibley 
(2010). They intend to begin 
work by the end of June 
and complete their work 
before the end of the 2023 
construction season.

Czarnecki has already 
begun meeting with 
business owners, down the 
street from the city building, 
and intends to reach out to 
all affected residents and 
business owners before the 
project launches. In most 
cases, these meetings will 
allow for people to prepare 
their own work-arounds 
during construction, but 
in some cases, special 
dispensation has been made 
to lessen the inconvenience. 
Czarnecki discussed 
delaying alley work until 
after the conclusion of the 
Thursday concert series, for 
example, and finishing work 
before fall activities begin in 
September.

Council member, 
Jim Salzwedel, expressed 
concern about lot restoration 
for citizens whose property 
is affected by construction, 
and Czarnecki added 
that they will include 
soil, straw, and seed to 
the affected properties. 
The bid for approval for 
CL Trucking LLC to 
complete construction on 
North Monroe Street was 
unanimously approved, 
save for council member 
Chambers’ absence.

The next item was 
approval of resolutions 
6-23 and 7-23, to authorize 
issuance of water supply 
bonds and sanitary 
sewer system bonds, 
respectively. Paper copies 
of the resolutions were 

distributed to in-person 
council members during 
the March 28 meeting, but 
those interested in the details 
will find the text of these 
documents included with the 
minutes from the March 28, 

meeting in the April 3, 2023 
city council meeting packet, 
at the City of Lowell home 
page, lowellmi.gov.

City attorney, Jessica 
Woods, explained that the 
government would issue 
bonds in order to pay for any 
costs associated with water 
and sewer maintenance 
and upkeep. The revenue 
generated from these 
utilities is pledged to pay off 
the bonds, which function 
for the city the way a home 
mortgage might function for 
a resident. The city has 40 
years to pay off the bonds at 
2 percent interest, and there’s 
no penalty for prepayment. 
“Which is unheard of,” 
Woods said. “This is a really 
good deal for you.”

Mayor, Mike DeVore, 
expressed concern that 
establishment of a water or 
sewer authority might affect 
this deal. It is worth noting 
that the City of Lowell 
is currently in talks with 
Lowell Township regarding 
the establishment of a water 
authority. Woods explained 
that a change like this would 
not affect the details of the 
bond agreement, but that it 
would have to be reported 
to the USDA per an ongoing 
responsibility to report 
changes. Following this 
explanation, the council 
voted to approve the two 
resolutions unanimously, 
again save for Chambers’ 
absence.

The city council returns 
for their next regular session 
meeting on Monday, April 
3, 2023, where citizens can 
expect a return to parking 
ordinance, water and sewer 
bonds, and the establishment 
of a joint water-advisory 
committee. Those interested 
in watching the March 28th 
meeting can find it on the 
City of Lowell YouTube 
channel, @cityoflowell. The 
agenda can be found at the 
City of Lowell home page, 
lowellmi.gov.

Dan Czarnecki breaks down the details of this 
summer’s North Monroe Street construction 
project.

Meeting, continued
from front page
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YOUR AD

Jason Diaz

BILL WHEELER
Certified Public 

Accountant

103 Riverside Dr.
Lowell, MI 49331

897-7711

Dryer Vent Cleaning

INSURED • 20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
Washers • Dryers • Refrigerators

Garbage Disposals • Stoves 
• Dishwashers

RICH CURTIS • 897-5686
209 E. Main St., Lowell

SALES, SERVICE AND INSTALLATION, UPGRADES, NEW HOMES

www.HeatingCoolingOnline.com
website

info@HeatingCoolingOnline.com
e-mail

• Heating & air-conditioning • Wall hung boilers & water heaters 
• Geo Thermal systems • Radiant floor heat • Snow melt systems

•Whole house generators • Duct work • HumidifiersSHANE RISNER • 616-897-1080
email: risnersroofing@gmail.com

website: risnersroofing.com

business 
directory

FOR THE LOVE OF BOOKS PODCAST 
with host EMMA PALOVA

Listen in for a chance to win a signed copy in 
the podcast book giveaway

http://emmapalova123.podbean.com, 
and major podcasting apps

MARCH-APRIL SCHEDULE
GR Expo special, March 14
Betty Passick, The Black Bag of Dr. Wiltze, 
    Murder on the Prairie, March 17
Matt Lubbers-Moore, ReQueered Tales, March 30
Preethi Saravanakumar, Pearls of My Mind, March 31
Lori Hudson, Ghost on Beale Street, April 7
Mandy Jo Rindhage, Amaranth, 
     A Stormy Travel Through Time, April 14
Jen Rinaldi, One Day Closer to Death, TBA

Sponsored by Doc Chavent & The Lowell Ledger

By Hillary Hatch,
Social Security Public Affairs 
Specialist

Social Security works 
with the Office of the 
Inspector General (OIG) 
to protect you from scams 
that use Social Security as 
bait.  Section 1140 of the 
Social Security Act allows 
OIG to impose severe 
penalties against anyone 
who engages in misleading 
Social Security-related 
advertising or imposter 
communications.  You can 
review Section 1140 at 
www.ssa.gov/OP_Home/
ssact/title11/1140.htm.

For example, the OIG 
may impose a penalty 
against anyone who:

Mails misleading 
solicitations that appear to 
be from, or authorized, by 
Social Security.

Operates an imposter 
internet website or social 
media account designed 

How we protect you from misleading 
advertising and communications

to look like it belongs to, 
or is authorized, by Social 
Security.

Sends emails or 
text messages or makes 
telephone calls claiming 
to be from Social Security.

Sells Social Security’s 
free forms, applications, 
and publications without 
our written approval.

Charges a fee for 
a service that Social 
Security provides free-of-
charge without providing 
a clearly visible notice that 
Social Security provides 
the service for free.

If you receive a 
misleading or suspicious 
Social Security-related 
advertisement or imposter 
communication, please 
let us know immediately.  
Try to capture as much 
information about the 
communication as you 
can.

Here’s what 
you can do:

For suspicious 
websites or social 
media accounts, 
please take a 
screenshot of 
the page. Please 
note the website 
address or social 
media link – and 
how you came 
across it.

For emails and text 
messages, please capture 
the entire message and any 
message links.

For U.S. mail 
solicitations, please 
retain the complete 
communication, including 
the outside envelope and 
all inserts.

For telephone 
solicitations, please note 
the caller identification 
phone number and any 
company name or call 
back number that the 

caller or recorded message 
provides.

You can help us stop 
misleading advertising 
and communications.  We 
encourage you to report 
potential scams to the OIG 
at oig.ssa.gov.  You can 
also call our fraud hotline 
at 1-800-269-0271 or send 
an email to OIG.1140@
ssa.gov.

This information 
will help OIG locate 
the source of the 
suspicious solicitation 
or communication.  You 
can also check out our 
publication, What You 
Need to Know About 
Misleading Advertising, 
at www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-
05-10005.pdf.

Please share this 
information with friends 
and family and help us 
spread the word on social 
media!

As interest rates 
continue to rise, the 
Michigan Department of 
Insurance and Financial 
Services (DIFS) is offering 
important guidance to 
consumers considering 
a mortgage in the near 
future.

“Getting a mortgage, 
even during times of 
low interest rates, is 
a significant financial 
commitment that should 
not be entered into without 
first understanding the 
terms and conditions,” said 
DIFS Director Anita Fox. 
“Many consumers focus 
on the loan option with the 
lowest monthly payment, 
but this may end up costing 
you more over the lifetime 
of the loan. It is important 
that Michiganders are 
informed about mortgage 
types and risks so they can 
make the best choice for 
their financial future.”

There are many 
different types of 
mortgage loans, each 
of which has risks and 
benefits depending on 
your financial situation. 
Both fixed-rate and 
adjustable-rate mortgages 
have multiple options 
for borrowers, but it is 
important to know which 
mortgage type is right for 

DIFS shares 
mortgage guidance 
with consumers

you. A fixed-rate mortgage 
is a home loan with an 
interest rate that remains 
the same over the lifetime 
of the loan. An adjustable-
rate or variable rate 
mortgage is a home loan 
with an interest rate that 
changes over the lifetime 
of the loan.

If you are thinking 
about getting a mortgage 
to purchase a home but are 
not sure which type is right 
for you, consider these 
questions:

• Is my income enough 
to cover higher monthly 
payments if interest rates 
go up?

Tip: Don’t just ask 
for the lowest monthly 
payment without 
understanding the terms of 
the loan and whether it’s 
possible for your monthly 
payments to increase.

• How much of a 
down payment can I afford 
to make?

• Will I be taking on 
other sizeable debts, such 
as a loan for a car or school 
tuition, in the near future?

• How long do I plan 
to own this home?

Tip: Changing interest 
rates could significantly 
impact the amount you 
owe over the lifetime of 
your loan depending on 
the type of mortgage you 
choose.

• Do I plan to refinance 
the loan at any time? 
When?

• Do I plan to make 
any additional payments 
or pay the loan off early?

Tip: Some adjustable-
rate mortgages have a 
prepayment penalty.

• Am I a military 
veteran, on active military 
duty, or a surviving spouse 
of someone in the armed 
forces who may be eligible 
for a VA backed loan?

M i c h i g a n d e r s 
considering applying for 
a mortgage can find this 
information and more 
in a newly published 
resource, Mortgages: 
Fixed Rate vs Adjustable 
Rate. Consumers who 
have questions or disputes 
that cannot be directly 
resolved with their 
financial institutions can 
contact DIFS Monday 
through Friday 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. at 877-999-
6442 or file a complaint 
online at Michigan.gov/
DIFScomplaints.
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We love to hear from you!
The Lowell Ledger welcomes letters to the editor from 

readers, but there are a few conditions that must be met 
before they will be published.

The requirements are:
• All letters must be signed by the writer, with address 

and phone number provided for verification. All that will be 
printed is the writer’s name and community of residence. 
We do not publish anonymous letters, and names will be 
withheld at the editor’s discretion for compelling reasons 
only.

• Letters that contain statements that are libelous or 
slanderous will not be published.

• All letters are subject to editing for style, grammar 
and sense.

• Letters that serve as testimonials for or criticisms of 
businesses will not be accepted.

• Letters serving the function of “cards of thanks” will 
not be accepted unless there is a compelling public interest, 
which will be determined by the editor.

• Letters that include attacks of a personal nature will 
not be published or will be edited heavily.

• “Crossfire” letters between the same two people on 
one issue will be limited to one for each writer.

• In an effort to keep opinions varied, there is a limit of 
one letter per person per month.

• We prefer letters to be printed legibly or typed, 
double-spaced.

Lettters can be sent to emailed to 
ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com

Deadline is noon on Mondays

125 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

April 14, 1898

A fancy dress party will be given at Music hall 
Friday evening, April 22, under the auspices of 
Cyclamen Chapter, order of Eastern Star. Music by 
Lowell orchestra. This will be a Star event.

Prof. W. A. Ludwig made a trip to Buchanan this 
week, looking after an opening at the schools there. Mr. 
Ludwig is an excellent teacher and is worthy of the best 
there is on tap.

George Johnson and George Alloway, who have 
been looking for trouble for some time, have found it 
at last. They get 90 days at Ionia for stealing a carriage 
robe at Saranac last week.

Advertisement: Try the Ledger on a trial trip of 10 
weeks for 10¢. Your money back if you are not satisfied. 
Come now.

C.R. Porter of Alton raised a parsnip 15 inches 
around, 5 in. through and 38 in. long, while H.D Weeks’ 
parsnip is 3 feet, 11 inches long.

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

April 12, 1923

A handsome Buick Sedan, brand-spanking new, 
worth $1500, was reduced to junk value in a second, 
when the elegant car was hurled with its driver from 
the Grand Trunk railroad track at Cheetham’s crossing 
just east of Lowell, at 3 o’clock, p.m., Saturday. The 
driver was cut and bruised, the sedan’s windshield 
being smashed into bits. That the driver escaped above 
is a miracle.

Don’t forget to get up an hour earlier Sunday 
morning if you would get to church on time.

The International Battery Company, of Grand 
Rapids scouts prospects for a plant in Lowell. It makes 
auto batteries.

It is illegal to spear pickerel on the high-water flats 
in the spring. Carp and suckers are OK.

A foot-operated dimmer switch is now available, 
safer than taking one’s hand off the wheel, when on soft 
gravel or slippery roads.

75 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

April 8, 1948

The offices of Dr. Shepard, Vining and Feibing 
have recently been equipped with x-ray apparatus and 

an electrocardiograph, better known as an E.K.G.
Owners of dogs are advised that officers will be 

requested to pick up their “pooches” which persist in 
frequenting the school grounds. They have become a 
nuisance and a danger to children. Kiddies have been 
bitten and school officials feel that action must be taken 
to protect them.

Miss Lorema DeLoof and friend Martin DeYoung 
were Saturday evening guests of her sister, Mrs. Bruce 
Tower and family. (These are my grandparents!)

Lowell has had a request in for traffic lights on 
Main Street, M-21, for the past year, and has not as 
yet received anything definite from the State Highway 
Department as to when the control of the speeding cars 
through town will be made.

50 years ago
Lowell Ledger Suburban Life

April 5, 1973

The Lowell High School Concert Choir wins a 
number-one rating at the Tri-River Choir Festival, after 
missing the first date with a winter storm. Paul Balaam 
is the director.

Michigan holds its first million-dollar lottery. 
Lowell has had its share of $25 State Lottery Winners 
eligible for the two million dollar drawings…but 
none have held a winning number. For the state’s first 
‘million’ give-away, 52 Lowell residents held $25 
dollar winners - 54 qualified for the second ‘million’ 
coming up.

Lowell Showboat Corporation has announced that 
the star-headliners for the two consecutive weekends 
of the 1973 will be the Mike Curb Congregational and 
Boots Randolph.

Very few area residents attend townships annual 
meetings. Last Saturday, in Vergennes township, 15 
people (out of 800 taxpayers, with a total population 
of 1,400) were present; Lowell Township reported 12 

people in attendance; ten people were present in Grattan 
Township and Bowne Township had 15 in attendance.

25 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

April 15, 1998

Lowell Moose Lodge #809 held its fifth Annual 
Easter egg hunt, Saturday, at Creekside Park. Over 
7,000 colored eggs were found by approximately 200 
children.

Tom Richards is the new director of Lowell Cable 
Television.

The second annual Lowell Rotary Auction will be 
held on Saturday, April 18th. This year, the proceeds 
will benefit Lowell ACCESS 6 Food Pantry, Lowell Fire 
Department and a project for the Rotary International 
Foundation.

Ryan Conlan is the new girls varsity soccer coach.
Vergennes Township Planning Commission granted 

a special assistance use addition amendment for Paul 
Quinlan, owner of Precise Engineering. The tool and 
die shop will have a 2,500 sq. ft. separate building 
constructed on its site at 683 Lincoln Lake.

Lowell
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Emily Depew of Lowell 
was among nearly 1,900 
students from Saginaw 
Valley State University who 
earned a spot on the fall 
2022 semester Deans’ List.

To be eligible for the 
Deans’ List, a student must 
take at least 12 credit hours 
and carry a semester GPA of 
3.4 or better.

Saginaw Valley 

State University is a 
comprehensive university 
with more than 90 programs 
of study for its more than 
6,500 students. Located 
on a suburban campus in 
Michigan’s Great Lakes Bay 
Region, SVSU is committed 
to a supportive and 
empowering environment 
for students.

college news
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ABCs of 

Address: 210 W. Main
Built: 1867

Built as 2-story block 
with five separate 

buildings

This is the eastern-
most building of the five 
building-row, forming the 
center of the block, known 
as the “Union Block.” Lu-
ther F. Severy opened a 
Tin, Copper and Sheet-
Iron Jobbing Shop here 
in 1890. Eave Troughs 
and Furnace Work were a 
specialty. J. M. Hutchin-
son purchased this build-
ing after a fire damaged 
his printing equipment at 

his former location, on the 
2nd floor of Train’s Opera 
House, where he had been 

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

CHRIST-CENTERED, KINGDOM-FOCUSED HOMES
2275 West Main Street - (Barrier Free)

897-7168 • www.fbclowell.org
Pastor Jon Pickens • Lead Pastor

Pastor Andrew Bolkcom • Pastor of Discipleship
Christi Swain • Director of Children's Ministries

SUNDAY  WORSHIP ....9:30 am (Nursery provided)
LIFE GROUPS ................11:00 am (Nursery-Adult)
Awana (K-5 during school year) Wednesday, 6:15 pm

LOWELL UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

discover. grow. share
621 E. Main Street

897-5938
www.lowellumc.com • Barrier Free Entrance

WORSHIP 
Traditional Service: 9 am

Contemporary Service: 10:30 am
Sr. Pastor - Brad Brillhart

churchesarea FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street

                           897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

 Barrier-free entrance
SUNDAY WORSHIP...........................................9:30
Sunday School.................................................9:30
YOUTH GROUPS  (JR. & SR. HIGH)....................6:00 PM

Worship on the Riverwalk begins July 12 
Pastor Brad Brillhart

CALVARY CHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Ryan Landt
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Website: calvarylowell.org 
Morning Worship .....................10:00 AM
Weekly Prayer Meeting - Mondays  ....7 PM

Barrier-Free

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
865 Lincoln Lake SE • lowellucc.org

 Pastor Alyssa Anten
Pastor Shannon Jammal-Hollemans

Worship Service - Sundays 10 am
Open Table (No-cost meal) - Thursdays 5 - 6 pm

Open & Affirming • LGBTQ+ Inclusive
616-897-5906

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street

                           897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

 Barrier-free entrance
SUNDAY WORSHIP...........................................9:30
Sunday School.................................................9:30
YOUTH GROUPS  (JR. & SR. HIGH)....................6:00 PM

Worship on the Riverwalk begins July 12 
Pastor Brad Brillhart

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway 
(Missouri Synod)

Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

Sunday Services - 10:30 am
www.gslc.church

Richard Boshoven, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

St. Mary Catholic 
Church

402 Amity Street • 616-897-9820
Website: www.stmarylowell.com

Weekend Masses: Sat 5 pm; Sun 10:30 am
Confession: Saturdays 3:30-4:30 pm 

Prayer & Adoration: Wednesdays 9 am to 4:45 pm
Religious education foR childRen to adults

Riverside Fellowship
of Seventh-day Adventists

10300 Vergennes St. SE, Lowell
616-987-0567

www.lowellriverside.com
Pastor Darrel le Roux

 "Praying and studying together"
Saturday service begins at 10:30 AM

APRIL 6
Brad Yonker, Connie 

Vaughn, Malley Cahoon, 
Carol Hovinga, Fran Clous-
er, Cheryl Foster, Taylor 
Milstead, Jonathon Hoag.

APRIL 7
Corey Vollink, Rick 

Sauber, Lindsey Thal-
er, Mary Kimble, Ken-
neth Dalga, John Hen-
derson, Brad Schoen.

APRIL 8
Jay Vezino, 

Sandy Converse.

APRIL 9
J.R. Guastavino.

APRIL 10
Julie Webb, Nicholas 

Comdure, Chelsea Comdure, 
Betsey Walker, Sarah Rusch-
Hildenbrand, Tristan Lane 
Ellsworth-Bristol, Barbara 
Bechtel, Lois Wittenbach.

APRIL 11
Toni Blough, Ada-

line Thaler, Jody R. Hor-
ton, David Johnson.

APRIL 12
Sarah DeShane-Dal-

ga, Jesse Lewis-Anes.

since the 1870s. This be-
came The Lowell Journal 
printing office in 1910 
until 1932 ,when he re-
tired and suspended pub-
lication. Mr. Hutchinson 
continued at this location 
as a job printing business.

In 1933, fire broke out 
in the partition separat-
ing the barber shop and 
the printing shop and gut-
ted the building. All of 
the equipment in Harvey 
Haysmer’s Barber shop, 
on the east half of the 
building, were destroyed. 
The printing equipment 
of Hutchinson was de-
stroyed, as well as the con-
tents of his living quarters 
on the 2nd floor. Damage 
was also done to machin-
ery in the carpenter shop 
of J. C. Hatch, located on 

Toddler Time
Tuesdays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm. Nurture your toddler’s 

love of books through music, movement and stories while 
helping to develop their language, motor and social skills.  
For ages 0-5.

Storytime
Thursdays, 10:30 - 11:30 am. Nurture your child’s 

love of books and build early literacy skills through stories, 
rhymes, music and movement. For ages 0-5.

Teen Zone
Thursdays, 3-4 pm. Teen-only fun for you and your 

friends at the library! Stop by for activities that may include 
board games, food and more. For ages 11-17.

Mahjongg
Fridays from 1-3 pm. American Mahjongg, a game of 

skill, strategy and calculation. All skill levels welcome. 

Family Yoga
Saturdays, 10:30 - 11:30 am. Space is limited; first 

come, first served. Doors open 15 minutes before the 
program begins. Family yoga is an all-ages activity with 
a focus on the benefits of mindfulness. Together we will 
engage in fun poses, learn how to breathe, be creative with 
yoga activities/games and relax.

Fantasy Festival
Wednesday, April 5, 1-3 pm. Explore wonderful 

wizardry for the whole family, making potent potions, 
flying through the obstacle course, or creating your very 
own adorable mandrake. For ages 5-10.

Night Owls Book Discussion
Wednesday, April 5, 6:30 - 7:30 pm. Join a fun, informal 

discussion of great books. This month, we’ll discuss Hamnet 
by Maggie O’Farrell. For ages 18+

KDL Lab Experience: 
Architecture Adventure

Friday, April 7, 10 am - 12 noon. Don’t miss your 
chance to have your own architecture adventure and build 
the tallest tower or coolest castle with all sorts of different 
materials. The only limit at this program is your imagination 
— and the amount of supplies available. For ages 5-10.

The Lowell area His-
torical Museum continues 
it’s weekly series. Each 
week we explore one of 
the buildings in the down-
town Historic District.

210 W. Main was the 1st building to the right of Train’s Opera House.  On 
this photo in 1908, it is labeled Pool Room.

Kent District Library programs at Englehardt Branch, 200 N. 
Monroe St. For additional information call 616-784-2007.

Library hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, noon - 8 
pm; Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 9:30 am - 5 pm.

At Your
Local

Library

the 2nd floor at the rear.
The building was 

sold to the Michigan Ma-
sonic Lodge who had it 
extensively remodeled 
in 1941. The improve-
ments included a new 
storefront, strengthen-
ing of the foundation 
walls, a new roof and re-
modeling of the second 
floor for living quarters.

Rittenger Insurance 
Service was here from 
1943-1958; Richmond 
Real Estate, 1959; Sor-
tex, 1960s; Hallmark and 
Story & Thorne Mobil 
Oil, 1969-1971; Century 
21 Office of Reedy Real 
Estate, c. 1975-1985; 
W. J. Wheeler CPA; and 
the Flat River Antique 
Mall had expanded to 
this building by 1998.Cora Adams, left, is representing Luther 

Severy’s Tin Shop in the Businessmen’s Carnival, 
which was held at Train’s Opera House in 1890. She 
has items made of tin attached to her dress. Mary 
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8 Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults
8 Immediate Emergency Treatment
8 Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening
8 Preventive Care
8 Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired
8 Dentures (Same Day Repair)
8 Implants
8 Insurance Plans Accepted

“Gentle & Painless 
Dentistry Is Our Goal”

Accepting 
New 

Patients

Hours:
Monday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday..........9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday............8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Family Dentistry Since 1994

Judd T. Carroll D.M.D.
103 East Main • Lowell, Michigan

(616) 897-7595
www.juddcarrolldentistry.com

exciting bit of the class. 
“My favorite part [of Red 
Arrow Report] is being able 
to take my creative ideas 
and work them into a school 
setting,” junior Antonio 
Casarez informs me. While 
Ellis helps oversee and 
troubleshoot problems, the 
Red Arrow Report is mainly 
run by the kids; their ideas, 
technical abilities, and 
intelligence are what keep 
the show going.

Recently, for St. Patty’s 
Day, the students celebrated 
with a holiday special, 
where they put together 
exciting and humorous clips 
and acts on the Red Arrow 
Report.  When it comes to 
these events, the students put 
their all into the product, “I 
always want to go full out 
when it comes to holiday 
specials for RAR, and these 
St. Patrick’s Day specials 
have been my favorites!” 
Casarez adds. The special 
was a hit with the rest of the 
high school student body and 
staff!

However, just like 
every other class at the high 
school, the course work is 
rigorous and the broadcast 

has faced its own difficulties. 
A big part of each broadcast 
is troubleshooting; the sound 
sometimes doesn’t come 
through for some videos or 
sometimes the green screen 
is off. Some of the reporters 
experience difficulty 
memorizing their lines, and 
for the cameramen, issues 
arise when rerecording 
scenes. Fortunately, the point 
of the class isn’t to produce 
perfect news broadcasts, it 
is to inform the school and 
teach students technical 
media skills they can apply 
in the future, which Lannie 
Wester says the course does 
well, “It’s improved my 
leadership skills. If I end up 
going into production, all of 
the skills I’ve learned in this 
class will be valuable.”

Overall, the course has 
been an absolute success. 
The students in the class 
enjoy learning all the new 
and valuable skills, and the 
students and staff in the 
school enjoy watching all the 
broadcasts. We hope to see 
the media courses at the high 
school expand in the coming 
years!

LHS news, continued
from front pageSame as it ever was

(Kind of)
By Bill Lee

I lost my phone last 
week. Then, found it 
three days later. Long 
story. No need to go into 
it. I’m sure you have all 
been there. I give myself 
a little grace, as I’ve had 
this phone for almost five 
years. How is one sup-
posed to keep something 
like that with you at all 
times? Impossible. Over-
all, I want to report that, 
for those three days, I en-
joyed not having it. I really 
did.  Also, I learned sev-
eral things about myself 
and about my dependency 
on that little, but power-
ful, rectangular device.

The first thing I learned 
is that I’m quite dependent 
on the navigation systems 
provided by my phone. I 
never used to be like that. I 
took pride in finding places 
I had never been before. If 
you got lost, you asked the 
gas station attendant. And 
he was usually okay with 
telling you where to go. 
Also, I’m old enough to re-
member using an Atlas or 
a AAA TripTik, you know, 
the one with the pages that 
unfold AND flip? Now that 
was technology at its best. 
Last week, without the use 
of my phone, I needed to 
drive from Rockford to 
Greenville, so I had to go 
to my computer before 
leaving home and write 
the directions down on a 
piece of paper. Old school, 
baby! I have been to Rock-
ford, but I have not been to 
Greenville, and needed to 
go to Montcalm Commu-
nity College on an errand 
after Rockford. Seemed 
easy enough but having 
directions would help.

Life “Off the Grid”

Directions from 
Merrill Shoe Outlet in 
Rockford to Montcalm 
Community College:

Take South Main to 
East Division St. NE; 
Take M-57 E. to S. Green-
ville W. Dr. in Greenville; 
Follow S. Greenville W. 
Dr and Yellow Jacket 
Dr. to your destination

While driving, I had to 
keep looking at the scraps 
of paper to make sure I 
was in the right spot and 
not missing an important 
turn. I thought, “What if I 
am going in the wrong di-
rection and end up in Ce-
dar Springs or Sparta?”  I 
had never been to those 
places either. I just trust-
ed my scribbly notes and 
kept going, but what if...

I was born with one 
foot in the land of limited 
television stations and no 
personal computers (I 
took a typing class in high 
school, nuff said) – watch-
ing the Three Stooges on 
Saturday mornings on lo-
cal UHF channels – and 
one foot in the world of 
technology/internet, which 
began somewhere in the 
mid-1990s. It is an inter-
esting place to be. Some 
of my contemporaries 
grabbed ahold of the new 
stuff and some of us de-
cided to live in the Land 
of Luddites. I lean toward 
the latter. I admit that those 
who learned about the 
technology seem to be do-
ing much better than I ,in 
regards to finances. I guess 
I missed that boat. Oh well.

Another thing I learned 
is that I am more obsessed 
with my phone than I care 
to admit. The device fills 

the “in between” boring 
moments. If I have a free 
ten minutes, I will go to 
the newsfeed on my phone 
and see what happened in 
the thirty minutes since the 
last time I checked. Char-
acteristically, of course, 
with our to-the-minute 
newsfeeds, there is some-
thing new that has popped 
up. For example, one of 
the big banks has helped 
acquire one of the fail-
ing banks - an important 
story to let me know that 
big banks are helping us, 
the average citizen by buy-
ing up things to get big-
ger. Then, of course, there 
are all the articles about 
the troubled democratic 
and republican parties – 
will Mitch McConnell be 
the same after his con-
cussion?  Well, let’s read 
for the next five minutes 
and find out. Then there 
are the ancillary articles 
about fashion, retirement, 
sports and, of course, the 
article about the “Amazon 
Driver Delivers Package 
During a Police Standoff.”  
Oooohh, that sounds inter-
esting. Let me check that 
out for about 5-10 minutes.

When I lost my phone, 
I actually sat down on the 
couch, during those “in be-
tween” moments, and read 
the newspaper or shut my 
eyes for a little bit. I didn’t 
peruse my phone every 30 
minutes because it wasn’t 
there! Then there was the 
terrible inconvenience of 
not incessantly checking 
my texts or emails during 
that time while I was away 
from my computer. I found 
that 99 percent of the time 

I was missing nothing.
I’ve always found my 

cell phone overwhelm-
ing but what would hap-
pen if I didn’t have one? 
Is that possible in this day 
and age? “Maybe I should 
just get rid of my phone 
or just have a tracfone,” 
I tell my wife. She is not 
amused. “What if some-
thing went wrong? What 
if I got into a car accident 
or you hurt yourself? Or...”

Yes, all true, I suppose. 
So, then, how did we do it 
before? I guess we were 
more reliant on ourselves 
and on each other. If I 
had a flat tire, I didn’t call 
AAA, I actually changed 
the tire or found someone 
to help me.  If I got lost, 
I asked the gas station at-
tendant where to go and he 
knew where to point me.

On my ride home from 
Greenville, I did miss a 
key turn to get onto Lin-
coln Lake Road. I thought 
I had passed it already, so 
I turned into a gas station 
– which are now stores, too 
– and I asked the woman 
behind the counter (with a 
clarification). “Excuse me, 
I lost my phone. Is Lincoln 
Lake Road around here? 
I’m not sure if I passed it.”

“Sure. You didn’t pass 
it, hon. It’s about another 
half a mile east,” she said.

“Thank you, I re-
ally appreciate it.”

“ Y o u ’ r e 
quite welcome.”

Hmmm... the “hu-
man” cell phone can 
be a nice thing too, and 
it’s not as easy to lose.

(Kind of)
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FUNNY BOOK 
FORUM

By Justin Tiemeyer

by Justin Tiemeyer
contributing writer

During March of 
2023, the comic book in-
dustry celebrated Wom-
en’s History Month. This 
was particularly poignant 
for Marvel, not just be-
cause they published 
Women of Marvel #1 with 
an introduction by Gail 
Simone, but also because 
the hashtag #VisibleWom-
en means that every wom-
an, Sue Storm (AKA In-
visible Woman) included, 
ought to be noticed, rep-
resented, and respected. 
Here are the highlights.

• Not only did Ac-
tion Comics deliver two 
issues this month (#1052 
and #1053, DC Com-
ics, 3/1/23 and 3/29/23, 
respectively), but the 
team of writers delivered 
enough arguments against 
retributive violence to un-
seat anyone’s faith in the 
2013 film Man of Steel.

• BRZRKR #12 
(3/15/23) concludes 
Boom! Studios’ epic action 
comic book, co-written by 
Matt Kindt and renowned 
actor Keanu Reeves.

• Writer Jeremy Ad-
ams announced the con-
clusion of his run on The 
Flash in June, just as Chip 
Zdarsky announced the 
conclusion of his run on 
Daredevil in August. The 
Flash #794 (DC Comics, 
3/8/23) and Daredevil #9 
(Marvel Comics, 3/29/23) 
came out this month.

• In Storm and the 
Brotherhood of Mu-
tants #2 (Marvel Com-
ics, 3/22/23), writer, 
Al Ewing, honors the 
power and importance 
of the mutant weather 
manipulator, Storm, in 
an incredibly Star Wars-
adjacent space drama.

She-Hulk #11 (Mar-
vel Comics, 3/22/23)

The first scene of She-
Hulk #11 is a fight club. 
She’s joined by Titania, 
Volcana, and the ever-
loving, blue-eyed Thing, 
at an abandoned site in 

Rainbow Rowell’s 
She-Hulk is a 
comic not to miss

New York City, duking 
it out with Luke Cage, 
and Iron Fist, on the side-
lines. The fight club get-
togethers have the feel of 
pre-Krakoa era X-
Men comics where 
Storm, Rogue, and 
Nightcrawler gather 
for a pick-up gang 
of baseball on the 
grounds of Xavier’s 
estate. It also paints 
readers a picture of 
what they are get-
ting into with Rain-
bow Rowell’s She-
Hulk series, which 
is largely a slice of 
life story about a 
woman who wants 
a career, a love life, 
and clothes that fit.

Fans of the 
Disney+ miniseries 
She-Hulk: Attor-
ney at Law will see 
many similarities, 
and that’s no mis-
take. The release of 
Rowell’s She-Hulk 
series in January of 
2022 was intended 
to build hype and 
context for She-
Hulk: Attorney at 
Law, which, in turn, 
was intended to 
boost comic sales. 
There are clear 
points of diver-
gence, however. In 
the show, we meet 
Jennifer Walters at 
the beginning of 
her superhero ca-
reer, when she feels 
the first itch to stop 
evil instead of just 
thinking of herself. 
The comic book series, 
on the other hand, meets 
Walters after forty years 
of superheroing. She is 
inextricably connected to 
everything in the Marvel 
Universe, staying at an 
extra apartment the Wasp 
had forgotten she had, eat-
ing cake with Hellcat, who 
just happens to be dating 
Iron Man, and casually 
stopping in for check-ups 
with Mister Fantastic. 
What the two have in 
common is their loyalty 

to the original material.
Rowell’s She-Hulk 

is one of the best com-
ics Marvel has put out in 
years. Like DC’s Flash, 
She-Hulk is the perfect 
support character on 
any team, but, like Mar-
vel’s Dazzler, she wants 
more out of her life, and, 
like Fraction and Aha’s 
Hawkeye, this is a run 
that readers ought not to 
miss. It just so happens 
that now is one of the best 
times to get caught up on 
She-Hulk, because issue 
#12, coming in April, is 
the landmark 175th is-
sue in legacy number-
ing. It’s bound to be 
something really special.

Human Target #12 

(DC Comics, 3/1/23)
Since Tom King 

brought the world an 
emotionally available 
Bruce Wayne, in his epic 
Batman run, he’s been the 
gold standard in the DC 
universe, and Human Tar-
get is already being hailed 
as his greatest work. Hu-
man Target follows the 
story of Christopher 
Chance, a master of dis-
guise and impersonation 
who gained his code name 
by taking hits intended 

for other targets. In this 
instance, he’s the stand-
in for Lex Luthor. Chance 
knew someone was going 
to attempt to assassinate 
DC’s most heinous vil-
lain, and he was prepared 
for the shot, but he was 
unprepared for the poison 
that followed. The result: 
Chance now suffers from 
an illness that defies con-
ventional science. Human 
Target follows the last 
twelve days of his life.

Positive reviews of 
Human Target do not ex-
aggerate. King spins a nu-
anced character study sur-
rounding, not just Christo-
pher Chance, but all of the 
primary members of Jus-
tice League International. 

Ice is a goddess who’s 
always holding back her 
power. Guy Gardner is a 
hothead who deserves a 
punch in the face. King 
even spends an entire is-
sue detailing Chance’s 
paranoia about when ex-
actly Batman is going to 
find him and confront him. 
The details are comple-
mented perfectly by Greg 
Smallwood’s rendering of 
the characters. Like Mitch 
Gerads who worked with 
King on Strange Ad-

ventures, Smallwood’s 
characters feel like they 
are modeled after actors, 
which gives the whole 
thing a classic cinema 
feel. Chance, for example, 
looks like a mix between 
actors Timothy Olyphant 
and Anson Mount, and, 
who knows, if Warner 
Brothers can get their 
act together, maybe one 
of these actors will play 
Chance on the big screen.

It’s true that Human 
Target both interrogates 
and innovates the noir 
genre, but, in the bitter-
sweet finale, it’s important 
not to overlook the im-
portance of small stories 
within large, overarching 
multiverses. Everything 

that happens in this 
book spins out of 
how Chance’s father 
faced his own mor-
tality decades ago, 
and how Chance 
now faces it him-
self. What would 
you do if you only 
had twelve days 
to live? What does 
that say about you 
as a person? How 
do you view your 
life differently, now 
that you can see 
it in its entirety?

Teenage Mu-
tant Ninja Turtles 
#138 (3/22/23)

As the Arma-
geddon Game story 
arc winds to an end, 
it’s clear that that 
status quo is about 
to change. Since 
the tragic events 
of Teenage Mu-
tant Ninja Turtles 
#100, the team has 
been cooped up in 
a walled-in New 
York City ghetto, 
called Mutant Town, 
with a number of re-
cently transformed 
mutants under strict 
observation by hu-
man authorities. 
This is writer Sophie 
Campbell’s reign 
over one of the best 
titles in comics to-
day, and with the 
wall to Mutant Town 

destroyed, it’s clear that 
Campbell is about to ush-
er readers into yet another 
new era for the series.

What’s also clear in 
Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles #138 is that the 
actions of the members of 
these various factions, all 
manipulated by a chaos 
god who calls himself Rat 
King, are going to have 
consequences for genera-
tions to come. Already, a 
baby Triceraton, named 
Regenta, was force-aged 

to adulthood in order to 
save her people, which, it-
self, is a painful metaphor 
for how the wars, waged 
by adults, force children to 
grow up too fast. It’s even 
scarier to think of children 
as casualties, which is 
brought into focus as ado-
lescent mutant weasels 
Mushroom, Zanna, and 
Zink are assumed dead in 
an explosion. War is hell, 
and Sophie Campbell has 
promised that nobody will 
leave this one unscathed, 
not even the readers.

It was a massive lift for 
Campbell to take on Teen-
age Mutant Ninja Turtles, 
at a time when some of the 
major pulls for the series, 
Splinter, Shredder, and the 
sewer lair, were removed 
from the equation. How-
ever, the new restrictions 
have allowed Campbell 
to take Leonardo, Do-
natello, Raphael, and Mi-
chaelangelo to places they 
have never gone. Teen-
age Mutant Ninja Turtles 
continues to be one of 
the best series out there.

Other Noteworthy 
March 2023 Comics

• Adventures of Su-
perman: Jon Kent #1 
(DC Comics, 3/8/23)

• Batman #133 
(DC Comics, 3/8/23)

• Behold, Behemoth #4 
(Boom! Studios, 3/15/23)

• Captain America: 
Sentinel of Liberty #10 
(Marvel Comics, 3/1/23)

• Captain America: 
Symbol of Truth #11 
(Marvel Comics, 3/15/23)

• Fantastic Four #5 
(Marvel Comics, 3/8/23)

• Immoral X-Men #2 
(Marvel Comics, 3/15/23)

• Marauders #12 
(Marvel Comics, 3/22/23)

• Mighty Morphin 
Power Rangers #106 
(Boom! Studios, 3/22/23)

• Mighty Morphin 
Power Rangers / Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles II #4

• Nightwing #102 
(DC Comics, 3/22/23)

• Punisher #10 (Mar-
vel Comics 3/23/23)

• Silver Surfer: 
Ghost Light #2 (Mar-
vel Comics, 3/8/23)

• Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles: The Ar-
mageddon Game #6 
(IDW Comics, 3/15/23)

• Teenage Mutant Nin-
ja Turtles: The Last Ronin 
-- The • Lost Years #3 
(IDW Comics, 3/25/23)

• X-Men #20 (Mar-
vel Comics, 3/8/23)
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Water taxis to make a comeback on Detroit River?

Passengers board a ferry docked on the Detroit Riverfront. Date unknown. (Detroit Public Library 
photo from the Burton Historical Collection)

Before the bridges, the 
roads, and the highways, 
there were ferries.  In 
Detroit, some are pushing 
for a comeback after 
more than a decade of 
discussion. 

Earlier this month, 
City Council member, 
Angela Whitfield-
Calloway, asked the 
Detroit-Wayne County 
Port Authority to conduct 
a feasibility study on 
connecting 25 miles of the 
Detroit River by passenger 
ferries.

“Detroit and 
Wayne County has an 
immeasurable asset in 
the Detroit River that is 
wholly underutilized in 
commercial, recreational, 
and public use,” 
W h i t f i e l d - C a l l o w a y 
said in a memorandum 
to Mark Schrupp, the 
Detroit-Wayne County 
Port Authority’s executive 
director.

In the letter, Whitfield-
Calloway inquired about 
the port authority’s plan 
to improve the city’s 
“blue economy,” citing 
investments in the global 
blue economy that now 
top several trillion dollars. 
The council member also 
asked if the port authority 
had ever considered 
creating a county-run 
ferry system, and what 
the cost would be to study 
the feasibility of ferry 
service between Detroit’s 
Atwater Street dock 
and Grosse Ile. Schrupp 
told BridgeDetroit, the 
authority plans to provide 
Whitfield-Calloway with 
an estimated cost for the 
study. 

David Gifford, a 
public transit advocate and 
creator of Transit Guide: 
Detroit, said he feels like 
a feasibility study has 
“been done before.” And 
it has. Talks of water 
taxis in Detroit have been 
happening for at least 13 
years. 

In 2010, the city was 

awarded a $2.4 million 
federal grant to buy 
water taxis and several 
feasibility studies were 
conducted. But years went 
by and the city never used 
the money.  

In 2019, Crain’s 
Detroit Business reported 
that the port authority 
might finally start to use 
the money by the end of the 
year, focusing on service 
for the downtown area. 
Kyle Burleson, the port 
authority’s director at the 
time, told Crain’s that the 
authority hadn’t forgotten 
about water taxis, but the 
idea had taken a back seat. 

“The taxi was for 
a cross border service 
that was not feasible and 
would have required a 
significant subsidy to 
operate,” Schrupp said, 
referring to the 2010 
proposal. “The port 
authority has an annual 
budget of $1.2 million and 
no ability to raise funds 
to subsidize, annually, the 
cost of operating a ferry 
boat service.” The grant, 
Schrupp said, is no longer 
available. 

Schrupp said when he 
became executive director 
in 2021, he was informed 
of two options for ferries 
that had been explored; 
a cross-border ferry, and 
another that would connect 
Hart Plaza, Milliken 
State Park and Belle Isle. 
“Both studies concluded, 
without action, steps due 
to funding challenges. 
Neither ferry could 
sustain operations with 
fees and would require 
annual subsidies,” he said. 
According to Schrupp, 
the ferry would only be 
possible if passengers paid 
100% of the costs. He said 
the past studies would 
need to be updated but 
would probably be more 
than $30 per person for a 
trip across the border. 

Presently, federal 
funding for states to use 
on ferries is “at historic 

levels,” according to 
the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. There is 
$912 million in federal 
funding available to 
state departments of 
transportation to use 
for ferry boats over the 
next five years, from the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law passed by the Biden-
Harris Administration in 
2021. 

Last year, Michigan 

received $3.8 million from 
the program, which can 
be used for maintenance 
facilities, purchase 
of transit vehicles for 
residents to get to and from 
ferries, and upgrades to 
existing ferry operations. 
Across the state, there 
are several other ferries 
including Muskegon to 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
and the Mackinac Island 
Ferry. 

In January, Michigan 
received another $6.6 
million from the federal 
government for Beaver 
Island to renovate the 
docks and build a new 

ferry to add to the two 
that already run from 
Charlevoix. 

Jeff Cranson, a 
spokesperson for the 
Michigan Department 
of Transportation, said 
the Detroit port authority 
hasn’t applied for any 
federal ferry service grants 
yet. “That initial $3.8 
million is spoken for, but 
there could certainly be 
more opportunities, if they 

demonstrate an interest 
in providing services,” 
Cranson wrote in an email 
to BridgeDetroit. 

In the past, the port 
authority has worked with 
the Belle Isle Grand Prix 
to take passengers by ferry 
from the port authority’s 
dock, off Atwater, to Belle 
Isle and back, a trip that 
took about 12 minutes. 

This year, state 
officials at Belle Isle 

started a multimodal study 
to see the ways traffic 
congestion can be reduced 
on the island, including 
by using a ferry or shuttle 
service. The study is 
expected to be completed 
by the end of the year.

There’s also private 
interest. In 2014, the 
Detroit Riverfront 
Conservancy, a 
nonprofit committed 
to the development of 

the riverfront, funded 
a feasibility study of a 
mixed-use system of 
trolleys on the riverfront 
and ferries on the 
waterway. 

“We first looked into 
the concept of water taxi 
service in a 2014 study 
we commissioned,” said 
Marc Pasco, director 
of communications for 
the Detroit Riverfront 
Conservancy. “The study 

He should have 
placed an ad in the 

Lowell Ledger to get 
rid of that stuff!

105 N. Broadway • 897-9261

Classifieds: 
Inexpensive but Effective!

found that there was 
definitely interest in water 
taxis along the riverfront. 
If funding sources could 
be identified, we would 
certainly take another 
look at the concept,” he 
said. “Water taxis would 
be a great way for people 
to experience and enjoy 
the award-winning Detroit 
Riverfront.” The past three 
years in a row, the Detroit 
Riverfront has been 

named Best Riverwalk in 
America by USA Today. 

Residents like Gifford 
might also be willing to 
pay at least some money 
for the experience. 
“Ferries aren’t just about 
the transportation, they’re 
about the experience,” 
he said. “The more ways 
to connect to the river, 
the better, and if they can 
serve as transportation, 
even better.”
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- SOCCER SPORTSSPORTS
Red Arrow

SPORTS SCHEDULES
Red Arrow SPRING

VARSITY SOFTBALL
* Denotes a home game at LHS softball field

3/25 at 10 am Kenowa Hills * - doubleheader
3/27 at 4:15 pm at Cedar Springs - doubleheader

3/29 at 4:15 pm Lakewood* - doubleheader
 

GIRLS VARSITY TENNIS 
* Denotes a home game at LHS tennis courts

3/27 at 4:15 pm at Ionia 
3/29 at 4:15 pm at Lakewood

BASEBALL
* Denotes a home game at LHS baseball field

3/25 at 10 am Kenowa Hills*
3/27 at 4:15 at Cedar Springs

3/29 at 4:15 pm Howell* - doubleheader
 

GIRLS VARSITY SOCCER
* Denotes a game at LHS North Athletic Complex 

3/24 at 6:45 pm Thornapple Kellogg*
3/27 at 6:45 pm Forest Hills Eastern*

3/29 at 6:45 pm Portland*

GIRLS VARSITY LACROSSE
* Denotes a home game at LHS North Athletic Complex

3/24 at 6 pm at Northview
3/27 at 6 pm at Hudsonville

BOYS VARSITY GOLF
* Denotes a home meet at Arrowhead Golf Course

4/12 at 3:30 pm OK White meet at Brookside Golf 
Course

BOYS & GIRLS TRACK
* Denotes a home meet at Red Arrow Stadium

3/27 at 4 pm at Sparta
4/11 at 4:15 pm at Forest Hills Northern

By Justin Scott
sports reporter

It’s hard to tell who 
was the happiest when 
Lowell scored their eighth 

goal in last week’s win over 
Portland, that completed an 
8-0 mercy and ended the 

Soccer in the cold. Lowell adapts, stays unbeaten.
game before all 80 minutes 
would be played. The fans, 
bundled in blankets, looking 
into a bitter cold wind. 
The players in long sleeve 

jerseys, made of polyester, 
built for performance, not 
the enduring sub-freezing 

temperatures they were 
playing in. Those not on the 
field, wrapped in coats. The 
Portland players, outshot 
29-2 and outmatched by a 
bigger school on the road. 
Maybe it was the Ledger 
sports reporter?

Regardless of the 
answer, when that last goal 
went in there was relief. 
Soon enough, they’d be back 
in the warmth. The bitter 
cold was a fitting end to pre-
spring break competition at 
LHS, a culmination of one 
of the snowiest winters on 
record, and a winter that 
does not seem to want to go 
away.

On the field, it has been 
all smiles for Lowell, one 
goal away from a perfect 
3-0 start to the season.

With 17 returning 
players, and an important 
addition from the 
sophomore ranks, the 
Lowell girls soccer team is 
looking forward to a strong 
season. Lowell is anchored 
at the front and back of their 
lineup.

At the top of the 
formation is sophomore, 
RJ (Reese) Wagamon. She 
plays her club soccer in 
ECNL (Elite Club National 
League) with Midwest 
United and chose to play 
high school this year. The 
ECNL is one of the highest 

levels of youth soccer in 
the nation and is sponsored 
by Nike. Focusing on only 
club soccer, or 
balancing club and 
school soccer, is 
amongst the most 
difficult decisions 
for elite high 
school players in 
Michigan.

At the back is 
junior goalkeeper, 
Aubree Lee. The 
2022 team MVP is 
coming off a 230 
save performance 
last season. She 
earned OK White 
accolades along 
with all-district 
honors last season 
as well.

Sandwiched between 
them is a talented group 
of returning players. “This 
team is a tight knit group 
that looks to outwork and 
outplay every team we face 
and looks to achieve major 
goals this season,” Coach 
Joe Woodruff said of his 
team.

Outplay is something 
they certainly did on a frigid 
evening against Portland 
last week. With a wind 
chill of 21 degrees, the Red 
Arrows defeated the Raiders 
8-0, with the game ending 
by mercy in the second half.

Lowell started off the 

scoring in the first three 
minutes, as Wagamon 
sent in a corner that would 

prove to be extremely tricky 
for the Raider keeper. It 
looked like the ball was 
going in, which would be 
rare to score directly off a 
corner, a goal nicknamed an 
“Olimpico”. The ball went 
toward goal and deflected 
off the Portland keeper’s 
outstretched hand, falling 
into the back of the net.

The Red Arrows made it 
2-0 on a cross-chested down 
by Gracyn Hamilton, which 
fell into the back of the net. 
Shortly after, Emily Ake 
made it 3-0 on a one-timer 
from the left side of the box. 
A quick lead in the first ten 
minutes. Ake is committed 

to play at Cornerstone, and 
a senior captain this year.

“We have 17 returning 

players this year from 
the end of the season of 
last year’s varsity team,” 
Woodruff said of the squad.

One new face this year 
is freshman, Olivia Blood, 
who added two goals in 
the win. Ake added another 
goal and Wagamon added 
two more, to complete 
the mercy in some of the 
coldest weather high school 
soccer players in Michigan 
will have to endure. These 
games in tough conditions 
are challenging, but helping 
Lowell prepare for a difficult 
conference schedule.

“We have every game 
circled this year., as we will 
be looking to win every 
game we play in,” Coach 
Woodruff added. “Since we 
play in one of the toughest 
conferences in the state for 
girls soccer, every game will 
be entertaining.”

Earlier in the week, 
Lowell drew with Forest 
Hills Eastern 1-1. A game 
in which Lowell debuted 
their new red home Adidas 
kits. Ally Seevers, a GRCC 
soccer commit, scored the 
go-ahead goal in the first 
half off a corner. The Hawks 
tied the game in the second 
half off a long throw in.

Along with Seevers, 
Hamilton, Lee, and Ake, 
other returning starters 
include Alyse Miles, 
Sophomore, Mid; Carmen 
Mika, Junior, Mid; Lauren 
Malone, Junior, Mid; Abby 
Hewitt, Senior, Defender, 
Captain; and Leah 
Davidson, Senior, Defender, 
Captain. Ashley Powell also 
returns, but is sidelined with 
injury to start the season.

Lowell is 2-0-1, 
heading into the break, and 
plays East Kentwood after 
spring break on April 11th, 
on the road.

Gracyn Hamilton battles for possession against 
Portland. Hamilton’s brother, Braiden, played 
soccer at Trine University (OH) last season.

Leah Davidson on defense against FHE.

By Justin Scott
sports reporter

Spring weather hasn’t 
been kind to the Lowell 
girls tennis team. One 
sport that can’t play in the 
rain, the snow, or whatever 
mixture we’re given on a 
given day.

“The weather has been 
horrible. Other than one 
day, we’ve actually gone 
outside every day, but we 
just bundle up and head 
out there. It’s not ideal and 
it’s not a great way to run 
tryouts or practices, but 
we do what we can. It will 
take me a little longer than 
normal this year to figure 
out the lineup,” girls tennis 
coach, Chris Phillips, 
said about the start to the 
season.

Over three early 
matches, Lowell has a 
2-1 record. Jenison bested 
Lowell 8-0. Sienna Berg 
and Emma Boston, at #4 
doubles, won four games 
to lead the Red Arrows.

True to Coach Phillips 
early season difficulties 
figuring out the lineups, 
Lowell switched things 
up a bit in an 8-0 win over 
Ionia. Kaylee Royer was 
a constant at the top of the 
lineup, winning 6-3, 6-3 at 
#1 singles. Ella Todd and 
Olivia Berg  also remained 
steady at #2 and #3 singles 
and picked up wins.

Boston was moved up 
to #4 singles and won 6-1, 
6-0. At #1 doubles, Ariana 
Fredricks and Izzy Mosier 
won 6-2, 6-2. Kyra Boersma 
and Haleigh Stickney won 
in straight sets, as did Zoey 
Mierendorf and Berg. Katie 
Meyers and Becca Grey 
won 6-0, 6-1 to close out the 
match.

“We have five returning 
girls from last season, but 
lost seven seniors from last 
year. So we’re kind of in a 
rebuilding process. We have 
a lot of new faces and that’s 
good to see. We brought 
up six girls that played on 

the JV team last year and 
then one new girl is a 
freshman,” Phillips added 
of his roster.

Royer, Berg, and 
Boston won their matches 
against Lakewood in a 5-3 
win for the team. At #3 
and #4 double, the team of 
Mierendorf and Berg and 
Meyers and Grey recorded 
wins. Lowell lost a pair 
of three set matches at #2 
singles and doubles.

With spring break 
comes a break in the action 
for the team, and for many, 
a chance to take a break 
from the cold. The team is 
hoping for warmer weather 
to return on April 11th, 
when they take on East 
Kentwood.

“I’m looking forward 
to this season and working 
with new players, along 
with returning players, 
and most importantly, I’m 
looking forward to sun 
and warm temps,” Coach 
Phillips concluded.

Girls tennis fights off the cold
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Live the Life 
You Want

With Melissa Spino, MA, LPC, CDMS
Life Transitions Therapy, LLC

In my last article, I 
shared why self-forgiveness 
is so important.  This article 
will provide some general 
tips that may help, if you 
want or need to work on self-
forgiveness. The purpose of 
self-forgiveness is to get 
unstuck from a place you 
don’t belong. When you 
forgive yourself, you work 
to let go of the pain and 
anger, along with negative 
emotions about yourself, so 
you can move forward. You 
learn, grow, make better 
decisions, and work to 
fully accept yourself. This 
leads to healthier behaviors, 
attitudes, and more positive 
emotions about yourself. 
The goal is to learn to love 
and respect yourself because 

Steps to help you reach self-forgiveness

this brings more contentment 
and happiness to your life.

Self-forgiveness steps
The below steps 

are provided for general 
information and some are 
much more involved that 
what I am able to share in a 
brief article. However, they 
are a good place to start on 
your path to self-forgiveness.

• Be aware of, 
acknowledge, and work 
through the barriers 
mentioned in the prior article 
titled “The Need for Self-
Forgiveness”.

• Think about the 
situation for which you need 
forgiveness and write out 
all the details you can think 
of, including everyone’s 
actions. Identify your 

actions and why you feel 
hurt by this situation. This 
could take several days or 
weeks of really analyzing 
your emotions and feelings 
about the situation. Avoid 
the blame-game during this 
process.

• List everyone you 
are angry at or were hurt 
by, who was involved in, or 
knew about, the situation 
and didn’t help. List details 
of why you are angry at each 
person, including yourself.

• What are any benefits 
of you holding on to your 
anger and blaming yourself? 
Think about some of the 
ones mentioned in the prior 
article titled, “The Need for 
Self-Forgiveness”.

• When you are in a 
safe space and mindset, 
let yourself feel the pain 
and anger. Don’t judge the 
feelings or tell yourself you 
shouldn’t feel them. The 
emotions are what they are, 
just process through them 
and focus on why you feel 
the way you feel. Then work 
to let them go. If you can’t 

let something go, you may 
subconsciously feel there 
is some benefit to holding 
onto the emotion. Figure 
out the benefit, process it, 
and let it go. If you don’t 
identify the benefits, limiting 
beliefs, self-blame, and other 
negative emotions about 
your role in the situation, you 
will find it difficult to forgive 
yourself. There are many 
self-help resources available 
at your local library or you 
can also do a google search 
on self-forgiveness.

• Give yourself a break 
when negative thoughts pop 
back up. Self-forgiveness 
can be a struggle and is a 
gradual process not a one 
and done. So be patient with 
yourself during this process.

• Practice kindness, 
self-compassion, respect, 
and caring toward yourself 
during this process.

• Finally, when you have 
done all the above steps, 
make the choice to forgive 
yourself for what you didn’t 
know at the time and any 
missteps or mistakes you 

may have made. Trust that 
you did the best at the time 
with what you knew.

• In addition to the 
above steps, there are many 
therapeutic modalities 
you can also use.  One is 
called “The 4 R’s of Self-
forgiveness”  and may help 
you on your journey to self-
acceptance and forgiveness.

The 4 R’s of self-
forgiveness

1. Responsibility 
– accept any “true” 
responsibility you have for 
what happened and avoid 
blaming others. Accept 
it with compassion and 
kindness toward yourself.

2. Remorse – when we 
take responsibility for our 
actions, missteps, mistakes, 
etc., it’s normal to then have 
feelings such as guilt, shame, 
remorse, etc. Acknowledge 
these feelings and work to 
understand your role in the 
situation.

3. Restoration – this 
is making amends. Is there 
anything you can do to fix 
part or all of the situation? To 

repair relationships? If any 
moral values you hold were 
broken, this is the time to 
reaffirm them. What can you 
do to avoid this happening in 
the future? This can include 
adding healthy boundaries, 
apologizing (even to 
yourself), and forgiving 
yourself.

4. Renewal – this is 
learning and growing from 
the experience. Do this with 
self-compassion and respect. 
Don’t beat yourself up during 
this process. Actively work 
to avoid similar situations 
in the future by using what 
you have learned to make 
conscious choices/decisions.

Self-forgiveness is 
more difficult than you 
might imagine and many 
really struggle with it. So, 
if working through this on 
your own doesn’t help you 
reach self-forgiveness, it 
may be time to find a license 
professional counselor to 
assist. This article is for 
informational purposes only. 
Stay safe and healthy!

Worth the Popcorn?
By Bill Lee

by Bill Lee
contributing writer

Champions – PG-13, 2 
hours and 4 minutes.

Starring Woody 
Harrelson (Marcus) 
Kaitlin Olson (Alex), 
Kevin Iannucci (Johnny), 
Ernie Hudson (Coach 
Perretti), Cheech Marin 
(Julio), Madison Tevlin 
(Cosentino).

Director: Bobby 
Farrelly

Writers: Mark Rizzo, 
Javier Fesser, David 
Marques

Woody Harrelson is 
one of those actors who 
not only appears in four 
or five movies a year, but 
he can also play any type 
of character. The man has 
range. For example, in 
2013, Harrelson starred in 
four movies: Now You See 
Me, a movie about criminal 
magicians, Free Birds, 
an animated movie, The 
Hunger Games Catching 
Fire, and Out of the 
Furnace, where he played 
a redneck villain Harlan 
DeGroat. Not many actors 
can pull this off. Harrelson 
does it again in the recent 
release of Champions, a 
movie directed by Bobby 
Farrelly. The Farrelly 

This “Champion” 
Leaves More to Be Desired

Brothers are known for their 
wacky comedies Dumb and 
Dumber, There’s Something 
About Mary, and Kingpin, 
which starred Harrelson as 
Roy Munson, a one-handed 
bowler.

Champions is not a 
typical Farrelly movie, 
and if you are hoping for 
something odd, you will 
be seriously disappointed. 
There are no wacky 
storylines and characters. 
In essence, Champions is 
a romantic comedy that 
explores the relationship 
between Harrelson’s 
character, Marcus, a 
washed-up professional 
basketball coach, and Alex 
(played by Kaitlin Olson 
of It’s Always Sunny in 
Philadelphia fame), an 
older single woman, taking 
care of her intellectually-
disabled brother, Johnny. 
And oh, yes, there is another 
storyline involving Marcus 
coaching intellectually-
disabled characters but that 
one falls a little flat.

Champions opens one 
morning with Marcus in 
bed reviewing a basketball 
game on his laptop, while 
Alex dresses to leave 
after their one-night 
interlude together. The two 

characters, having just met 
the night before, exchange 
sarcastic and sassy remarks 
about their night together 
and her awkward departure. 
Even though they don’t 
necessarily like each other, 
there is chemistry between 
them that provides some 
foreshadowing for the rest 
of the movie.

Marcus is a self-
involved, J-League, semi-
pro basketball coach, who 
has a shady past filled with 
altercations between players 
and coaches, including a 
physical altercation with 
the head coach of Marcus’s 
team, the Iowa Stallions. 
The head coach, Phil 
Perretti, played by Ernie 
Hudson, has known Marcus 
for a long time, but fires 
him anyway, and says, 
“You know the game but 
you don’t know the guys. 
You’ve got to learn to build 
relationships.” Marcus, 
who believes he should 
be coaching in the NBA, 

has failed to recognize this 
tragic flaw in himself.

His firing leads to a 
night of binge-drinking, 
and as Marcus drives home, 
he smashes into a parked 
police car.  For his crime, 
the judge gives Marcus 90 
days of community service 
with a local basketball team 
of intellectually-disabled 

adults, called The Friends, a 
band of misfits who do not 
play basketball very well.  
Marcus’s job, “to coach 
them up,” will be a difficult 
one.

Kudos to Farrelly for 
using real intellectually-
disabled actors to fill the 
roles as The Friends. There 
are about ten players on 
the team, each one brings 
his/her own disability and 
unique personality to the 
team. There are several 
funny moments throughout 
the movie where The 
Friends challenge 
Marcus’s viewpoints. In 
the beginning, Marcus just 

wants to do his 90 days and 
move on back to the pro 
league, but with each day, 
he begins to develop strong 
relationships with The 
Friends, a point that shows 
growth in his character.

The real story 
of Champions is the 
relationship between 
Marcus and Alex. Both 
characters have their own 
personal demons to conquer 
and both help each other 
reach that goal. Harrelson’s 
acting is commendable, as 
the edgy coach trying to 
open his heart to others, and 
Kaitlin Olson’s portrayal 
of the over-protective big 
sister, who is afraid of 
change, is solid.

Overall, Champions 
is a feel-good movie that 
sends the message that 
being a champion is not 
about winning games but 
about challenging yourself 
by taking risks and growing 
as a person. In the end, 
though, the movie was 

missing something, and I 
left the theater thinking, 
“Meh.” Maybe it had to do 
with the cliche storyline, a 
movie we’ve seen so many 
times: disgruntled man gets 
in trouble with the law; 
disgruntled man is forced 
to do community service; 
disgruntled man learns his 
lesson and even changes as 
a person. The way in which 
this message is delivered 
is unique but Champions 
fails to bring it to a higher 
level.  There were other 
directions it could have 
pursued that would have 
moved the audience more, 
but Farrelly, not known for 
playing it safe, sort of did. 
Overall, it was a nice movie 
that would be good for a 
family with preteens and 
teenagers. There are several 
important lessons about 
acceptance, tolerance, and 
courage. I give Champions 
2 and a half out of 5 
popcorn kernels.

TThhee  OOlldd  TThheeaatteerr
331155  WWeesstt  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett

LLoowweellll,,    MMiicchhiiggaann 

Scan code for 
website & events

Maher Matta has been performing 
standup comedy for nearly fifteen 
years. He has appeared on FOX's 
"Laughs TV".  He has performed at 
comedy clubs across the country, 
hired for corporate events, and 
placed in comedy festivals and 
competitions. Maher is a regular at 
The New York Comedy Festival and 
was also a writer and comedy sketch 
actor for "Tonight In San Diego". 

Live Comedy Show 
April 8th 7:00pm

Starring Maher Matta
Featuring Rick Reader

 www.theoldtheater.com
Box Office (616)897-0007

 

AAddvvaannccee  TTiicckkeettss  $$2200  oorr  $$2255  aatt  tthhee  ddoooorr

DDOOOORRSS  OOPPEENN  AATT  66::0000

Concessions are cash only: Soft Drinks, 
Popcorn, candy & snacks  See details on 
the ticket page for info about coolers.
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GERRED-SINKE
Wilma Jean Gerred-Sinke, age 96 of Lowell, went 
to meet her Lord and Savior on Tuesday morning, 
March 28, 2023. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Patrick and Edna Fegan; first husband, 
Irvan Gerred (2002), second husband, Leonard 
Sinke (2016); daughter, 
Dianna Lee (1949-
3 days old); brother, 
Charlie Fegan; and 
sister, Luella Griffith. 
She is survived by her 
daughter, Charlene 
Sherry (Phillip) 
Johnson of Lowell; 
grandchildren, Randy 
(Cheryl) Johnson of 
Lowell, Diane (Jesse) 
Davidson of Lowell, Danielle (Luke) Davidson of 
Lowell; brothers, Robert (Lila) Fegan of Prescott, 
Kyle (Diane) Lomeson of Gains; sister, Mary Lee 
(Robert) Welock of Flint; sister-in-law, Carolyn 
Fegan of Albuquerque, NM; step-daughter, Susie 
Sinke (Eberhard) Roder; 8 grandchildren, Austin and 
Katlyn Johnson, Drew, Leah, and Max Davidson, 
Jacob, Emilyn, and Kayla Davidson; and 2 step-
grandchildren, Leni Sinke and Franz Roder.  Wilma 
was born and raised in Prescott, MI and graduated 
from Prescott High School in 1944. She lived there 

obituaries

I-94 to Exit 104  |  11177 Michigan Avenue  |  Battle Creek, MI 49014
Must be 21 or older. Tickets based on availability. Schedule subject to change. 

THE HOTTEST STARS

Tickets available now at the FireKeepers Box Office 
or FireKeepersCasino.com.

JEFF FOXWORTHY 
FRIDAY, JUNE 9

JOSH TURNER
LONG BLACK TRAIN  

20TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR
FRIDAY, MAY 19

FK-46196_Apr_MPA_EntBW_3.22x4.indd   1FK-46196_Apr_MPA_EntBW_3.22x4.indd   1 3/22/23   4:33 PM3/22/23   4:33 PM

DENMAN
Bonnie Lou Denman, age 76 of Lowell, passed away 
peacefully on March 
31, 2023. She was 
preceded in death by her 
son, Steven Howard; 
and parents, Wesley 
and Lucile Adrianse. 
She is survived by her 
husband of 30 years, 
Gary; children, LuAnn 
Palcowski, Mindy Dicks, 
Micky (Jim) Arnette, 
Marc (Molly) Denman; 
8 grandchildren; 2 
great-grandchildren; brothers, Robert (Becky) 
Adrianse, David (Tammy) Adrianse; several nieces 
and nephews; and special dogs, Sami and Sophie. 
Bonnie was a supervisor for Amway for 46 years. 
She was a loving, caring person, always putting 
others before herself. In her spare time, she enjoyed 
scrapbooking. Bonnie will be missed by many. 
Family will greet visitors 6-8PM on Thursday, April 
6, 2023 at Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. Hudson St., 
Lowell, MI 49331. Memorial 
contributions may be made to 
the Alzheimer’s Association 
at https://www.alz.org/
gmc?form=alz_donate 

WINGEIER

Rev. Dr. Douglas E. Wingeier of Asheville died on 
Dec. 19, 2022, of a cerebral hemorrhage at age 92. 
He was born in Lowell, 
MI, in August 1930, son 
of Dan A. and Ellace 
Earlene Wingeier. Dr. 
Wingeier is survived by 
daughters Ruth (John 
King) of Long Prairie, 
MN, and Martha Emily 
of Boulder, CO; sons 
Stephen (Dawn Aura) 
of Atlanta, GA, and 
Philip (Diana Rayo) 
of Silver Spring, MD; 
nine grandchildren and one great-grandson. He was 
preceded in death by his wife Carol, his parents, 
his sister Joan Dannette Smith, and two infant 
granddaughters. He was a retired clergy member of 
the Michigan Annual Conference, United Methodist 
Church. Dr. Wingeier attended the Lowell Public 
Schools, graduating in 1948 as Valedictorian of his 
class. He was brought up in First Methodist Church, 
strongly influenced by visiting overseas missionaries, 
and a mother who was the daughter of missionary 
parents and a teacher of mission studies. For a time 
in high school, he attended the Lowell Nazarene 
Church, participating in a closely-knit youth group 
led by a dynamic young pastor. This led him, after 
college, to volunteer to serve as a Youth Caravaner 
in Texas, during the summer between college and 
seminary, where he and Carol met. He earned 
degrees at Taylor (BA) and Boston University (MDiv, 
PhD, Distinguished Alumnus), and did post-doctoral 
study at Chicago Theological Seminary. After serving 
several churches in the U.S., Doug and Carol spent 
eight years as Methodist missionaries in Singapore. 
For the next 27 years, Dr. Wingeier taught Christian 

Education and Practical Theology at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, 
IL, and directed the Doctor of Ministry, Continuing 
Education, Field Education, and Summer School 
programs. During those years, he spent sabbaticals 
teaching in Samoa, Korea, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Central America, Haiti, Palestine, Hong Kong, and 
the Philippines. He authored numerous articles and 
ten books. In 1997 the Wingeiers retired to Asheville, 
NC, where they were active in several churches and 
multiple peace, justice, and environmental groups.  
During his long life, Doug Wingeier gave courageous 
witness to the plight of the poor and the victims of 
war. He was unstintingly compassionate and open to 
listening and learning from everyone he encountered. 
His commitment to peacemaking, justice-seeking, 
and environmental healing spoke quietly but clearly 
of a deep faith in the Creator and the human family. 
He left an inspiring legacy and will be widely missed 
by family, friends and colleagues around the world. 
Dr. Wingeier’s cremains will be interred on July 15, 
2023, at his wife Carol’s family cemetery in Calhoun, 
Georgia. A full obituary can be found at https://www.
morrisfamilycaregroup.com/obituaries/Douglas-
Wingeier/#!/TributeWall, where you are invited to 
post remembrances, photos and videos. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial gifts may be sent to the Doug 
and Carol Wingeier Field Education Fund at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary, 2121 Sheridan 
Rd., Evanston, IL 60201 (https://www.garrett.edu/
alums-and-donors/give/); the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR, umcmission.org/give-
to-umcor/), 458 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE, Atlanta, GA 
30308; the Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance, 
P.O. Box 5743, Oak Ridge, TN 37831 (www.orepa.
org); or the Alliance for Global Justice, 225 E. 26th 
St. Ste. 1, Tucson, AZ 85713-2925 (earmarked for 
the Nicaragua Solidarity Committee and/or School of 
the Americas Watch, afgj.org/donateafgj). 

until she met Irvan Gerred then moved to Evart, MI 
and resided there for 25 years. At that time, she 
went to nursing school to become an LPN at age 40. 
Wilma went back to school to be an RN where she 
worked at Reed City Hospital for 20 years, retiring 
after the death of Irvan. She decided to then move to 
Lowell to be closer to her daughter and met Leonard 
Sinke who she married at the age of 80. They lived 
in Lowell, spending the winter months in Florida. She 
was passionate about traveling, working in church 
activities, sewing, and her quilting was loved by 
everyone. She spent her last 3 years at Maple Ridge 
Manor in Lowell where she was a social butterfly and 
enjoyed every activity they offered. She loved living 
at Maple Ridge and had many friends. They made 
her last few years very enjoyable, up until her passing 
after a short stay at Blodgett Hospital. We would like 
to thank Maple Ridge Manor for the excellent care 
given to our mom and grandma. Funeral services 
will be held at 11AM, Monday, April 10, 2023, at 
Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. Hudson St., Lowell, 
MI 49331, with visitation one hour prior. Interment 
Forest Hill Cemetery, in Evart, 
MI. Memorial contributions 
may be made to Gideon’s 
International, P.O. Box 
140422, Grand Rapids, MI 
49514. 

Robotics, continued
from front page
to share their solutions,” 
said Coach Brian Forney. 
“They have certainly done 
that this year. Our students 
have represented their team 
and the Lowell community 
well, from building and 
driving an excellent robot 
to working exceptionally 
hard to help other teams.”

They are currently 
ranked 129 out of 479 in 
the state. This Saturday’s 
competition will determine 
if they remain in the top 
160 teams, qualifying for 

the State Competition. No 
matter how they finish, 
this has been the most 
successful season for Red 
Arrow Robotics since 
2016, when they went to 
the World Championship.

For more information 
about the Lowell Red 
Arrow Robotics Team 
3234, please contact 
Bryan Forney at bforney@
lowellrobotics.org or their 
website at lowellrobotics.
org.

Call 897-9555616.897.9555
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classifiedsoffice hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Closed Fri., Sat. & Sun.

for sale
USED TIRES - Call with 
size, 616-292-7649/616-
295-8820. Rob’s Auto 
- thanks.TFN  

2nd CUTTING HAY FOR 
SALE - Alfalfa grass mix. 
Call 616-897-6487. 
CEMETERY SPACES 
- Chapel Hill Memorial 
Garden, Patterson Ave, 
Grand Rapids. Make an 
offer. All reasonable of-
fers considered. Every-
thing included. Located 
in Garden of Victory. Live 
out of state, 865-828-6015 
or traveler2@frontiernet.
net
REACH OVER 100,000 
AREA HOMES - with our 
Marketplace! One call & 
one payment, only $40! In-
cludes 20 words & 1 black & 
white photo. Only items for 
sale please. Perfect place 
to advertise a vehicle or 
camper for sale! Call 897-
9555, email: classifieds@
lowellbuyersguide.com or 
stop by 105 N. Broadway 
for more info.
FISH FOR STOCKING 
- Most varieties, ponds 
and lakes. LAGGIS FISH 
FARM, 269-628-2056 days 
or 269-624-6215 Eves.
N E W S PA P E R  E N D 
ROLLS AVAILABLE AT 
THE BUYERS GUIDE - 
Many uses, table cover, 
art projects, packaging, 
etc. Usually $6 - $9 each. 
Stop by & grab one today! 
105 N. Broadway.

card of 
thanks 

misc.

COPY  SERVICE,
(black & white & color!) 

 FAX SERVICE, 
LAMINATING

PRINTING
BANNERS
POSTERS

  & MUCH MORE
  AVAILABLE AT THE 
LOWELL  LEDGER
105 N. Broadway

HOURS
M-Th. 8-4 p.m. 
 Ph. 897-9261
Fax 897-4809

email:
ledger@lowellbuyers 

guide.com

STUMP GRINDING - Call 
Dan for free estimates. 
616-970-3832. 
WORK WANTED - Double 
D's tree service Plus 70' 
& 40' bucket trucks. Tree 
trimming and removal, 
brush chipping, Stump 
grinding. Free estimates 
and Insured. Call Dave 
Delinsky 616-212-3008. TFN  

EMERGENCY ROAD 
SERVICE - Lowell & sur-
rounding areas. On road 
repairs. Rob’s Towing & 
Auto Salvage. “CHEAP 
HOOKER” 616-292-7649 
or 616-295-8820. 
WHEN  IN  AN  ACCIDENT 
- YOU  CAN  CHOOSE   
WHO TOWS YOUR VE-
HICLE - Request J&K 
Roadwide Service, 616-
690-0983. 
BUSINESS CARDS - Be-
fore you order your cards 
from somewhere else - 
check our rates!  Call Lowell 
Litho, 897-9261. 
PROFESSIONAL TREE 
CLIMBER - needs work. 
Call Dan, 616-970-3832. 

services services

PUZZLE  SOLUTIONS

WE DO BUSINESS IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
FEDERAL FAIR HOUS-
ING LAW - Equal Housing 
Opportunity. It is illegal to 
discriminate against any 
person because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or na-
tional origin.. Anyone who 
feels he or she has been 
discriminated against may 
file a complaint of housing 
discrimination: 1-800-669-
9777 (toll free) 1-800-927-
9275 (TTY).

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran’s Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. Jan., 
Feb, March & April Veterans 
Potluck at 2 pm on the 2nd 
Sunday of the month. Call 
John at 299-0486 or 897-
8303.TFN EOW 
WHISTLE STOP MINI 
STORAGE - 12661 Ver-
gennes, N. of Lowell. 5x10; 
10x10; 10x20; 10x30; 
12x40. Fenced lighted, key 
code entry. Call for more 
information, 897-8872.

for rent

DRIVER’S LICENSE SUS-
PENDED OR REVOKED? 
-  Don’t get sucked into 
$100-$300 evaluation 
fees...I NEVER charge 
for your record evaluation 
& consultation! Driver’s 
license RESTORATION: 
Flat  fees only, no hourly 
billing. FREE consultation 
& evaluation of your case. 
Have a question? Call At-
torney Martin Mead (616) 
235-0330.

T O P S  ( TA K E  O F F 
POUNDS SENSIBLY) 
WEEKLY MEETINGS - 
Tuesdays, 6:30 pm at 
Schneider Manor Com-
munity Room, 725 Bowes 
Rd., Lowell. Cost $37 per 
year and $5 per month…
start losing weight TODAY 
ATTN LOWELL WIDOWS 
- We have a widows lun-
cheon on the last Friday of 
each month. Starts prompt-
ly at 1 pm. All are welcome. 
Questions on location, call 
Elaine 616-856-8022 or 
Jenn at 616-490-9970. 
NEED AN AL-ANON 
MEETING? -  Al-Anon is 
a fellowship of families 
and friends of alcoholics. 
Join us Sunday-Saturday 
at 10:30 AM and 7 PM 
on Zoom. Come learn 
the Steps, Traditions & 
Concepts of living and 
coping, in Serenity, with 
alcoholism. There are no 
dues or fees for Al-Anon. 
For Zoom meeting ID & 
Password, please call Joy 
at 616-901-7779.
RURAL LANDOWNERS! 
Earn $5,000+ Every Year 
From Hunting Leases. 
Upfront payments from 
our hunters. Reduce risk 
with FREE $5M liability 
insurance. Call for a free 
quote (888) 871-1982 Ag-
ricultural/Farming Services
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-866-495-1709

Lowell
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9th Grade
Jackson Abbott
Elliot  Albert 
Claire Allen 
Shaniah Amaya 
Ian Anchors 
Graham Bailey 
Ruben Baker 
Savannah Barrett 
Rylie Barriger 
Rylan Bartnick 
Drew Beers 
Sienna Berg 
Evan Berrington
Drew Bierlein 
Maxson Bigard 
Izabella Blanchard
Claire Block 
Olivia Blood 
Emmalee Bonn 
Trevor Boone 
Leah Bosscher 
Brooklyn Braun 
Grace Brower 
Cooper  Byrne 
McGuire Carpenter
Brynn Chapman 
Ayla Charon 
Faith Chipman 
Remington Christensen
Annalise Clark 
Lily Collins 
Preston  Compton 
Natalie Cornell 
Isabella Cramer 
Christopher Crawford 
Nathan Curtis 
Suri Darling 
Max Davidson 
Emilyn  Davidson 
Logan Dawson 
Evelyn Deur 
Maddyson DeWitt 
Morgan Diekevers
Ethan Doezema 
Frances Eddy 
Rowan  Eldred 
Harmon Esch 
Hannah Faylor 
Lorelei  Fonner 
Cody Foss 
Rylee Foster 
Ana Fritzsche 
Jose Garcia 
Ruby German 
Adelayde Gillstrom 
Hailey Grochowalski
Seth Harvey 
Brayden Hekman 
Kaitlin Hettinga 
Jack Hughes 
Anika Huhn 
Brianna Huisman 
Mileah Ismail 
Amaya Jackson 
James Jannenga 
Calihan Janowiak 
Jacob Johnson 
Kylie Joyce 
Thomas Judge 
Elliott Kemp 
Mia Kinney 
Julia Kinsey 
Kenton  Kolp 
Owen Kreps 
Avery Krieger 
Myles Kuehle 
Aliya Kyes 
Audrey  Latchaw 
Brody Lehman 
Sophie Liley 
Molly Lincolnhol
Sydney  Luxford 
Cecilia Martinez Garcia
Ava McCormick
Micah McDonald
Lyn Melby 
Bryce Mervau 
Ella Mikulski 
Madelyn Miller 
Hannah Minier 
Evan Nanninga 
Brennen Nelson 
Jenna Niemeyer
Olivia Nisbet 
Benjamin Nisbet 
Eleanor Osmar 
Delani Ostrander

Lowell High School has announced 
the Honor Roll for the 2nd trimester – 
2022-23 school year. 2nd trimester term 
GPA must be a 3.000 or higher to qualify 
based on final grades

2nd trimester Lowell High School Honor Roll

Nicholas Parcheta 
Madilyn Parker 
Collin Pellerito 
Maree Perfitt 
Owen Perkins 
Madison Pethers 
Andrea  Plantz 
Griffin Ponchaud
Marek Pullen 
Sawyer  Raden 
Connor  Rapson 
Ransom Rathbun 
Ainsley Ray 
Abigail  Rice 
Callan Richardson
Sophie Richmond
Mason Rose 
Calli Rottier 
Corrie Sakowski 
Ava Sanchez 
Lily Sandborn 
Morgan Saylor 
Mason Saylor 
Natalie Saylor 
Mayah Schuch 
Julian 
   Schultz-Forward
Cole Schulz 
Leah Schwinkendorf
Nathan  Shaffer 
Brooke  Shellenbarger
Gracen  Simmons 
Camden Smith 
Brayden Smith 
Alison Smith 
Brady Smith 
Jarrett Smith 
Oliver Sobie 
Taylor Spitzley 
Kyle Stauffer 
Gabrielle Stodola 
Jozelyn  Stroud 
Gavyn Sullivan 
Paige Swanson 
Emily Swint 
Cooper  Teft 
Abigail  Tuuri 
Grace Valle 
Elyse Veldman 
Jordan Velzen 
Emerson Vriesman 
Claire Weeks 
Paige Wilcox 
Elijah Wilcox 
Kalin Williams 
Brooklyn Wobma 
Quinn Wood

10th Grade 
Ella Acheson
James Albert 
Gabriela Amoroso 
Sienna Arnett 
Benjamin Atkins 
Benjamin Bannan 
Eghan Bellingar 
Lily Bergeron 
Travis Bessey 
Nicholas Binns 
Logan Bledsoe 
Jackson Blum 
Tyler Boersen 
Lily Boland 
Brady Boonstra 
Ava Boruta 
Mason Brown 
Leah Bryce 
Noah Burton 
Grace Cadwell 
Conner Casarez 
Julie Celori 
Wei-Ting Chang 
Lucas Charboneau
Dalton Charon 
Noah Chipman 
Carter Cichocki 
Claire Comeaux 
Nolan Compton 
Caden Cone 
Lesly Cowles 
Brylee Craycraft 
Benjamin Cross 
Sydney Darling 
Lauren Deeds 
Owen Dennings 
Madison DeSmyter
Cadence DeWit 
Eyan Dial 

Jaidyn Dutkiewicz
Rylie Elsie 
Kaylee Elve 
Jillian Fabis 
Anika Ferrill 
Ania Fleszar 
Hannah Flickinger
Aliina Forester 
Anna Forney 
Paul Fowler 
Clara Frederickson
Ariana Fredricks 
Marcus Christopher   
      French 
Maya Fritzsche 
Mercie Fuentes 
Brianna Fullerton 
Hope Gale 
Colin Garrison 
Abigail  Geelhoed
Isabel German 
Noah Ginsberg 
Ezequiel Gonzalez 
Kailyn Gustin 
Josephine Hackett 
Ava Halfmann
Gracyn  Hamilton 
Sarah Harper 
Thomas Hayes 
Brady Hays 
Adria Herring 
Elizabeth Hoffman 
Kaitlyn Hofman 
Brandon Hofmann 
Emma Jenks 
Timeo Jesson 
Zaiden Keith 
Braddock King 
Jacob Kissinger 
Sophia Konyndyk
Samuel Konyndyk
Garret Kresge 
Leah Krieger 
Tyler Lamoreaux
Jackson Lamoreaux
Beatriz Lima Freires
Ivy Marsh 
Unai Martinez Salcedo
Quinn Massey 
Elena Mauri 
Jordyn McClymont
Julia Meier 
Alyse Miles 
Marisa Miller 
Jacob Mitchell 
Quinn Mitchell 
Claire Mitchell 
Mackenzie Moore 
Paula 
   Morilla Exposito
William Mrozinski
Allison  Munson 
Joset Nelson 
Owen Newland 
Claire O’Boyle 
Norah Orth 
Spencer Orth 
Emily Patyi 
Brody Pearson 
Elizabeth Plank 
Dylan Polczak 
Harper Postema 
Luisa Priolo 
Jonathan Rapelje 
Carter Ray 
Anna Reedy 
Wyatt Remar 
Kaci Reynolds 
Titus Rhodes 
Lilian Richards 
Ashlyn Richards 
Jackson Roudabush
Kaylee Royer 
Alexandria Roys 
Jackson Sage 
Parker Salgat 
Rabina Sandhu 
Corey Sandman 
Maya Schilling 
Lauren Seevers 
Olivia Seevers 
Owen Segorski 
John Seif 
Gabriel  Selover 
Makenzie Simkins 
Blake Sitzer 
Vivyenne Skinner 
Romyn  Slagell 
Gabrielle Sluss 
Braelyn Spivey 
Isabelle Sternisha 
Tori Stewart 
Gavin Stewart 

Mason Stiegemeier
Anderson Stoner 
Ethan Swanson 
Madison        
      Tarachanowicz
Eliana Thompson
Brantley Tiede 
Phantouch    
    Tiyavatcharapong
McKenna Tobin 
Claire Uzarski 
Aysha VandenBosch
Avah VanderMeulen
Natalie VanLaan 
Hunter VanSpronsen
Zachary Vaughn 
Hayden Videan 
Benjamin Vonderheide
Reese Wagamon
Ty Wasilenski
Maximus Wasilew 
Makenna Waters 
Noah Wattenhofer
Ariana Webber 
Addison Weed 
Alanna Wester 
Tucker Wilk 
Rowan Williams 

Mason Wilterink 
Abygail Winglar 
Ava Winter 
Allie Wirth 
Caden Witten 
Landon Wolfe-Pearce
Ean Wolters 
Hope Worsley 
Canon Zaske 
Emily Zou

11th Grade 
Logan Acheson
Sutton Alexander
Ava Bacon 
Jack Bacon 
Braxcynn  Baker 
Gavin Barber 
Grace Barnett 
Alaina Belleville 
Brianna Berg 
Kiera Bishop 
Zachary Boehr 
Jared Boone 
Graham Boonstra 
Ryan Booth 
Emma Boston 
Evan Bray 
Teige Bredin 
Alice Bredwell 
Tyson Bruinekool
Serenity Bulthuis 
Mara Carbines 
Reese Carpenter
Antonio Casarez 
Hunter Chick 
Bryce Churchill 
Alexis Clark 
Olive Compton 
Ella Curtis 
Jaiden Darling 
Hayden Davis 
River de Bruin 
Cloey DeGlopper
Caden Dennie 
Jacob DeVries 
Kyle Dietz 
Jace Dixon 
Sophia Dommer 
Matthew Doyle 
Wyatt Duimstra 
Hiyori Eldred 
Avery Elmhirst 
Brooklyn Elsie 
Samuel Elve 
Lynsi Fetterhoff

Logan Foss 
Jadyn Franciscotty
Jayden Franks 
Skylar Frazee 
Mason Fuentes 
Wyatt Fuss 
Emily Garcia 
Isabella Garcia 
Benjamin Gaskin 
Antony Gieske 
Weston Godbold 
Jailizza Gomez-Tellez
Hayden Gough 
Jacob Graham 
LillyAnn Gravitt 
Anne Greenfield
Mya Griesinger
Kieryn Gruizenga
Maris Guppy 
Emmah Handlon 
Elizabeth Harrington
Samantha Hayes 
Leo Hiler 
Jacob Hofman 
Timothy Hollern 
Lincoln Homolka 
Carly Hornbrook
Kiara Hulbert 

Braylon Iakiri 
Taryn Jackson 
Elle Jenks 
Rosalia  Jimenez 
Hannah Johnson 
Charlotte Jones 
Oliver Jones 
Hope Kaminski 
Gwynneth Kelly 
Maya Kemp 
Kenneth Kinyon 
Jacob Kooi 
Joseph Korcek 
Hannah Kovich 
Isabella Kuntz 
Tori Labron 
Noah LaMore 
Owen LaRose 
Aubree  Lee 
Jackson Liley 
Liam Lincolnhol
Nicholas Lothian 
Nolan Lowrie 
Owen MacNaughton
Ava MacPherson
Lauren Malone 
Tru Marsh 
Alexis Martin 
Kyra Martino 
Breanna Mason 
Jonathan Mathews 
Megan McDonald
Abigail McDonald
Ari McFarland
Trevor Mead 
Cole Meyer 
Carmen Mika 
Daniel Mitchell 
Nathan Mohr 
Addison Molter 
Madilynne Morgensen
Jacob Morrell 
Maia Moser 
Noah Moser 
Kayleigh Nanninga 
Rylee Nichols 
Robert Nichols 
McKenna Nietupski
Ellery Ostrander
Austin Parcheta 
Todd Parcheta 
Mya Pender 
Josiah Peters 
Claire Pohl 
Leianna Posati 
Ashley Powell 

Victor Preiss 
Sydnie Raab 
Danica Ransom 
Joseph Rapelje 
Jacob Rapelje 
Kelsey Rasch 
Taylor Rasch 
Skylar Redumski
Jackson Reisbig 
Alexander Repp 
Austin Riemer 
Andrew Rogers 
Christopher Rogers 
Reed Sarniak 
Jackson Schaedig 
Kylei Schmid 
Jake Schmidt 
Grace Simkins 
Andrew Smith 
Jacob Spaulding
Owen Spike 
Kelsey Staley 
Kailen Stokely 
Brady Swift 
Carter Szymanski
Bryce Thompson
Ella Todd 
Joseph Tuuri 

Tristan Tyler 
Dylan VanAssen
Faith VanDuinen
Kamie Venema 
Matilyn Vogel 
Melanie Wade 
Molly Wade 
Evan Wasciuk 
Naomi Wattenhofer
Drew Weber 
Nicholas Williams 
Leah Wills 
Alexander Winter 
Nathaniel Worsley 
Mackenzie Wyant 
Xavier Young 
Jadyn Young 
Samuel Zandstra

12th Grade 
Alyssa Aguilar
Emily Ake 
Jordan Alcala 
Hayli Allchin 
Colin Baas 
Ryan Baker 
Gracie Bassett 
Landon  Battle 
Cole Beach 
Hannah Bechill 
Haylie Beers 
Olivia Berg 
Ian Berrington
Kayla Bibbler 
Alexander Binns 
Jace Blakely 
Collin Blattner 
Evan Blazo 
Vivianne Bledsoe 
Kyra Boersma 
Brenden Brandt 
Benjamin Bromley 
Alonzo Bruinekool
Abbey Brummel 
Logan Buckingham
Joclynn Burkholder
Hayden Burt 
Colton Byrne 
Katie Camphouse
Samantha Cazier 
Zachary Chambers
Alaina Clark 
Eleanora Clark 
Taylor Clark 
Alexander Compton 
Samantha Conrad 

Carson Crace 
Keara Crawford 
Riley Curnow 
Leah Davidson 
Jacob Davidson 
Patrick de Voest 
Emma DeGlopper
Josalyn  Deible 
Aidan Dennings 
Kelton DeVito 
Tayshaun Donald 
Maeve Dougherty
Dawson Douma 
Gage Dutkiewicz
Brooke Ellsworth 
Christopher Elwell 
Drew Ferrill 
Isabelle Field 
Aidan Fitzpatrick
Ezekiel Flentje 
Sophia Flickinger
Lucinda Foreman 
Kyleigh Foss 
Aidan Foster 
David Foster 
Hannah Fountaine
Noah Franz 
Alfredo 
    Garcia-Tinoco
Grant Gasper 
Lillian Geelhoed
Ian George 
Abigail German 
Audrie Gessler 
Jadelynn Ginsberg 
Ryan Goggins 
Isaac Graham 
Braden Granholm
Rebecca Gray 
Kaden Gruizenga
Amelia Hancock 
Tate Hare 
Landon  Hart 
Summer Havey 
Anthony Havlik 
Honey 
  Hernandez-Hernandez
Cole Herring 
Mason Hesche 
Abigail Hewitt 
Kendra Hoffert 
Lily Hornik 
Grace Hough 
Alexis Howell 
Dawson Huhn 
Case Huisman 
Delaney Huizinga 
Rylee Jannenga 
Nolan Jannenga 
Daniel Johnson 
David Johnston 
William Johnston 
Chloe Jones 
Krista Jungblut 
Payton Karle 
Ashlyn Karp 
Gwendolyn Kinney 
Josiah Kissinger 
Jonah Kniss 
William Kolp 
Jason Korzen 
Ethan Krieger 
Makayla Kyes 
Jaylin LaForce 
Autumn Lamoreaux
Alexis Lamoreaux
Grace Larson 
Rhyan LeBarre 
Riley Lester 
Megan Liddle 
Connor  Lixie 
Elly Looman 
Macy Luce 
Easton Lyons 
Keith MacDermaid
Murphy Malcolm 
Ava Mallindine
Samuel  Martin 
Kaidance Martino 
Gavin Mazarka 
Emma McCormick
Augustus McDonald
Ivy McDonald
Luke McMillan 
Janessa  Mead 
Jack Meier 
Kaylee Meyer 
Katelyn Meyers 
Zoey Mierendorf
Avery Miles 
Fayth Miller 
Landon Miller 
Levi Mills 

Hayden Mitchell 
Halie Morgan 
McKenzie Munson 
Bristol Nash 
Gunnar  Nelson 
Logan Nunley 
Aubriegh Oswald 
Ryan Parsons 
Michael Patrick 
Caroline Peal 
Lauren Pearson 
Ayden Pellerito 
Karina Peplinski 
Elisha Peters 
Jonah Phillips 
Ramsey Ponchaud
Emma Proctor 
Savannah Redumski
Ilana Rhodes 
Emma Rich 
Easton Rich 
Jeffrey Richards 
Aidan Richardson
Dustin Richardson
Grace Richmond
Jack Rickert 
Jazmin Rios Soriano
Addisen Rodriguez
Hope Rummelt 
Zahna Rutz 
Emma Sage 
Rhys Sandman 
Keira Sandman 
Katrina Sandman 
Annika Sandman 
Anna Seddon 
Nicholas Seddon 
Allyson Seevers 
Alanee Selover 
Odin Sever 
Julian Shafer 
Maddox Simcoe 
Dannion Simmet 
Nolan Simmons 
Steven Skinner 
Ava Skoog 
Cameron Sluss 
Alex Smith 
Logan Smith 
David Smith 
Connor Smith 
Kaitlyn Smith 
Andrew Snell 
Kalea Sobie 
Makayla Socall 
Alyssa Spanbauer
Stephanie Spinella 
Olivia Staley 
Katie Stauffer 
Charles Steinebach
Hunter Stepanovich
Noah Sternisha 
Trevor Stewart 
Brady Strouse 
Celso Tapia 
Leonardo Tavarone 
Peyton Teachworth
Moira Thayer 
Jacob Thomas 
Wyatt Thompson
Kadence Tiede 
Brooke  Tindall 
Kevin Topolinski
Kiera Troost 
Alexis Tyler 
Noah VanLaan 
Grace VanTimmeren
Andrew Veldman 
Delaney Viewig 
Lauren Visscher 
Ryan Visser 
Henry Vredevelt
Mason Wade 
Emmaline Wasciuk 
Ryleigh Wilder 
Hannah Witherell 
Courtney Witten 
Brenden Wittenbach
Alyssa Woern 
Luke Wolters 
Gabrielle Yeary 
Gavin Yonker 
Jacob Zerilli 
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SUDOKU

CLUES ACROSS
1. Colas
7. Single-celled animals
13. The rear car of a train
14. Endangered
16. It cools your home
17. Helper
19. “The First State”
20. More aged
22. Partner to cheese
23. Type of wrap
25. From a distance
26. Satisfies
28. “Dallas Buyers’ Club” 
actor Jared
29. God of battle 
(Scandinavian)
30. Cooking utensil
31. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
33. Able to perform
34. Big man on campus
36. Second epoch of the 
Tertiary period
38. Porticos
40. Alban and Peter are 
two
41. Gets up
43. Humble request for 
help
44. One-thousandth of an 
inch (abbr.)
45. Unhappy
47. Hint or indication

48. A way to plead
51. Digits
53. Broadway actress 
Daisy
55. Jewish calendar 
month
56. Author Gore __
58. Peacock network
59. White poplar
60. Promotional material
61. A period of calm
64. Take too much
65. Emit energy
67. Something you can 
take
69. Mended with yarn
70. Inconsistent

CLUES DOWN
1. Calm down
2. One quintillion bytes 
(abbr.)
3. One who pretends
4. Hang glide
5. Distinctive practice
6. Mariner
7. Peaks
8. Queens ballplayer
9. Geological times
10. Twofold
11. Atomic #13
12. Tranquillizing
13. Metric weight unit
15. Indicates

18. Unwanted rodent
21. Partly cooked with 
hot water
24. One who can be 
recommended
26. Resembles a bag or 
pouch
27. Midway between 
south and southeast
30. Sets up for a photo
32. California white oak
35. More (Spanish)
37. After B
38. Decorated tea urn
39. Island
42. Car mechanics group
43. Wordplay joke
46. Cut a rug
47. Prickly plant
49. Speech in praise of a 
deceased person
50. European buzzard
52. Influential linguist
54. West African 
languages
55. Siskel’s partner
57. Skinny
59. Oblong pulpit
62. Consumed
63. Small, mischievous 
sprite
66. Powerful lawyer
68. Indicates position

LETTER WRITING 
WORD SEARCH

ADDRESS
CARD

COMPUTER
CORRESPONDENCE

DISCOVERY
DRAFT

EMAIL
ENVELOPE

FILES
LETTER

MEANING
MESSAGE

PENCIL
PENMANSHIP

PENPAL

PLUME
POSTAGE
SCROLL
SEALED
SECRET
SHEET

STATIONERY
TEXT

WORDS

FUN  PAGE

Puzzle solutions 
on page 13

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down 

into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 
through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can 

figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by 
using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 

more numbers you name, the easier it gets 
to solve the puzzle!
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David Johnston is 
the first athlete to sign as 

a member of Montcalm 
Community College’s 
clay target-shooting team.

As a member of the 

David Johnston to shoot clay targets at MCC
varsity clay-shooting team 
at Lowell High School, 

Johnston said he is look-
ing forward to continuing 
with this sport at MCC.

“I enjoy shooting on 

my high school’s var-
sity clay target team and 

was excited to discover 
that MCC has a team,” 
Johnston said. “I’m look-
ing forward to growing 

my skills in this sport.”
He started clay tar-

get-shooting in seventhh 
grade. At the Scholastic 
Clay Target Program Na-
tionals in 2022, Johnston 

placed first on his team 
in Sporting Clays. He 
also placed third on his 
team in American Skeet 
and American Trap. At 
his team banquet, he was 
awarded the Top Gun 
award. He also placed in 
the top 10 for the state of 
Michigan in International 
Bunker Trap at the 2022 
Junior Olympic trials.

Johnston is excited to 
shoot for Coach Hunter 
Derenski and learn from 
his extensive experience.

“It means I’m part 
of something bigger,” he 
said. “I’m helping to build 
a great team and com-
pete in a more rigorous 
and competitive arena.”

In his spare time, he 
loves anything having to 
do with plants. He chose 
MCC because of its part-
nership with Michigan 
State University’s Insti-
tute of Agricultural Tech-
nology, which allows 
students to complete a 
two-year degree at MSU 
and MCC simultaneously.

Get ready for our 4th Annual Spring Fling! Shop in 
downtown Lowell from 12:00-5:00p.m. Get your Spring Fling 
postcard stamped and enter to win one of four shopping bags 
of Lowell town goodies. 

Along with this event, you can participate in the 4th Annual 
Cookie Adventure by purchasing a $10 passport. Hurry, there 

Spring Fling and Cookie Adventure       
Saturday, April 15th

are only 100 passports available and will go on sale April 11th 
at the Chamber and Lowell Area Historical Museum.  As you 
travel along to ten different stops, you will have both your 
passport and postcard stamped. You will receive a specialty 
cookie, made by our own Kim's Gourmet Treats. Proceeds 
benefit the Lowell Area Historical Museum. 

“It will allow me to 
pursue a career in agricul-
ture, while earning an As-
sociate in Applied Science 
from MCC,” he said. “It is 
the best of both worlds for 
me. I can simultaneously 
be a Spartan and a Cen-
turion, with all the great 
benefits of both schools.”

Johnston owns his 
own hydroponic and mi-
crogreen business, called 
Cêva Farm. He’s very 
thankful to his high school 
FFA adviser, Mr. Nugent, 
for believing in him and 
helping him get started. 
Johnston is also vice pres-
ident of the Lowell FFA, 
and he’s an Eagle Scout.

Clay target-shooting 
is one of several sports 
offered at MCC as part 
of its Centurion Athlet-
ics program. Visit Mont-
calm.edu/athletics for 
more information about 
MCC Centurion Athlet-
ics or contact Athletic Di-
rector, Hunter Redman, 
at athletics@montcalm.
edu or 989-328-1095.


