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Combine and get in
on the surprise.

Here’s the deal, our Home and Auto rates 
are already great. But when you combine 
with State Farm®, you can save even 
more. Call me to discover your surprisingly 
great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Deborah Wilks Ins Agency Inc
Deborah Wilks, Agent
11827 Fulton St E
Lowell, MI 49331
Bus: 616-897-9237

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company; State Farm Indemnity Company; State Farm Fire 
and Casualty Company; State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL; State Farm County 
Mutual Insurance Company of Texas; State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX; State Farm Florida Insurance 
Company. Winter Haven, FL    2001865

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

• Lawn Mowing  • Fall Cleaning  
• Snowplowing • Landscaping 

• Tree Trimming  • Storm Cleanup

Call Nathan Propst - 616-915-8552

Please deliver by December 8 to:
FROM Main Office
11535 Fulton St 
E Lowell, MI 49331

 Questions? Call: 616-897-8260

spread

christmas joy

Help Flat River Outreach Ministries spread
Christmas joy this season by donating new
toys and gifts for our free Christmas Toy
Store event. 

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

A local holiday shopping 
fixture for two decades, 
“Christmas Through Lowell” 
was canceled last year due to 
COVID. But it’s returning 
this year, and it will take 
place in more than 50 area 
homes and businesses over 
the weekend of Nov. 19, 20 
and 21.

Several Main Street 
business are also 
participating, including All 
Weather Seal, Larkin’s Other 
Place, Greenridge Realty and 
the Lowell Area Historical 
Museum. The complete 
list and a map to them is 
online at discoverlowell.org/
christmas-through-lowell.

The only rule is that 
participants offer only 
homemade items, nothing 
retail. Handmade items from 

Christmas Through Lowell is Nov. 19, 20, 21
more than 300 crafters will 
include jewelry, Christmas 
decorations, folk art, fine art, 
garden art, antiques, candles, 
crocheted and knitted items, 
purses, bags, totes, rugs, 
quilts and a lot more.

Christmas Through Lowell 
was originally conceived 30 
years ago as a diversion for 
“deer hunting widows,” but 
has developed into one of 
the largest events of its type 
in West Michigan. Many 
participating homeowners 
create elaborate decorations 
for their property, both 
inside and out, to attract 
prospective customers.

“Christmas Through 
Lowell gives our local 
crafters and artisans an 
opportunity to sell their wares 
in either their own home or 

local location,” said Lowell 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
executive director Liz Baker. 
“Christmas Through Lowell 
is our largest retail event of 
the year. When people attend 
this event, it’s to buy. [...] 
It definitely is a shopping 
extravaganza. I don’t know 
how people choose where 
they’re going to go. It’s a 
great event, a great way to 
spearhead your Christmas 
shopping. Each stop is 
unique in itself [and] they’re 
all wonderful. Every one 
of them is so different. The 
homes, I have to say, are 
amazing. These homes take 
a tremendous amount of 
time to create a destination 
for shoppers. I think for the 
participants it’s kind of like a 
treasure hunt.”

Mann and VanLaan 
are featured artists for 
Christmas Through Lowell

Kaily VanLaan and BethAnn Mann of Lailo 
Design are this year's featured artists.

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

This year’s Christmas 
Through Lowell featured 
artists are Kaily VanLaan 
and BethAnn Mann of Lailo 
Design, location 21, 1870 
Alden Nash.

The pair have participated 
in the event every year 
since 2007, offering various 
handmade gift items.

“BethAnn and I are both 
stay at home moms and we 
enjoyed crafting together,” 
VanLaan said. “Family 

started asking us to make 
stuff for them, so we started 
our business Lailo Designs. 
Christmas Through Lowell 
has been a great way for us 
to earn a little extra money 
while doing something we 
love. Our prices range from 
$1 to $50. Our most popular 
items are from our Santa’s 
Sweet Shoppe, they make 
great teacher gifts, stocking 
stuffers and Secret Santa 
gifts. Our other popular items 

Samples of various work by Maan and VanLaan.

VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC NOTICE

There will be a meeting of the Vergennes 
Township Zoning Board of Appeals on 
November 30, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Vergennes Township Hall located at 69 
Lincoln Lake Ave NE (Lowell) to hear the 
following business:

A variance application has been received 
from Danielle Ayala to place a pool in the front 
yard of their property addressed as 12345 
McPherson St, Lowell, MI 49331 and known 
as permanent parcel #41-16-15-300-006. 
The requested use variance is with respect 
to zoning ordinances sections 201.442 and 
201.704.

The complete variance application can be 
reviewed at the Vergennes Township Hall from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Mondays and Wednesdays 
and from 9 a.m. to noon on Thursdays or on 
the website at www.vergennestwp.org.  Public 
comment will be heard at the meeting and 
comments received by mail, email, in person 
or in the Township drop box will be considered 
if received at the Township office prior to 6:00 
p.m. on the day of the meeting.  Comments 
may be emailed to: zoning@vergennestwp.
org

To view the application on the website, click 
on “Departments”, then “Zoning Board of 
Appeals”, then “Pending Applications.”

are cocoa kits, calendars, 
home and Christmas decor 
and handmade cards.

There will be other crafters 
with work available at Lailo 
Design during the event.

“BethAnn and I do all of 
our work together,” VanLaan 
said. “Donna Gerard knits 
a lot of cute baby sweaters, 
hats, socks and much more. 
We love the atmosphere 
of the whole weekend. 
We enjoy seeing the same 

people each year and always 
meeting new people. It is 
fun to hear all the traditions 
that people have for that 
weekend!

VanLaan said to follow 
them on social media to stay 
up to date with their products 
and activities.

“We do weddings, birthday 
parties, grad parties, showers 
and take custom orders on all 
of our products,” VanLaan 
said.
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Call Kristin Johnson-VanderBie 
& Mark Johnson today!

(616) 940-8181
MarkJohnsonAgency.com

6151 28th St. SE, Ste. 10, Grand Rapids

When it comes to Business, the
EXPERIENCE

MATTERS.
21st 

Annual Taste 
of Vegetarian 

Sunday, November 14 
4:00 - 6:00 PM 

Riverside Fellowship 
10300 Vergennes, Lowell 

Corner of Vergennes & Parnell 

Please call 616.987.0567 to place 
a reservation or leave a message if 

you have any questions. 

featuring 

with gluten-free 
Options 

plant-based recipes 

There were four candidates 
for the three open seats on 
the Lowell city council in 
the Tuesday, Nov. 2 election. 
The three incumbents - 
Marty Chambers (435 
votes), Leah Groves (419 
votes) and Jim Salzwedel 

Museum millage passes, incumbents 
retain council seats in Nov. 2 election

(400 votes) - received the 
most votes and will retain 
their seats. New candidate 
Jake Davenport was again 
unsuccessful in his bid for a 
seat on the council with 312 
votes. There were also votes 
for five write-in candidates.

The Lowell Area 
Historical Museum millage 
renewal passed with 454 
“yes” to 184 “no” votes.

Out of the 3,245 registered 
voters in the city of Lowell, 
only 641 participated in this 
election.

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

The Lowell YMCA is 
hosting the annual “Turkey 
Trot” 5k family fun run 
at the Wittenbach Wege 
Center, 11715 Vergennes, 
at 8 am on Saturday, Nov. 
13.

Proceeds will benefit 
the Livestrong cancer 
survivor program at the 
Lowell YMCA, a 12-week 
program for adult cancer 
survivors.

“Participants work with 
trained Y staff to improve 
cardiovascular endurance 
and functional ability, build 
muscle mass and strength 
and increase flexibility,” 
said Cecily McCabe, 
YMCA of Grand Rapids 
communications director. 
“In addition to physical 
benefits, the program also 
focuses on the mental 
and emotional well-being 
of survivors and their 
families. This creates a 
supportive community 
environment where people 
affected by cancer can 

Turkey Trot 5k fun run through WWC trails is Nov. 13
connect during treatment 
and beyond. Through the 
generous support of area 
donors, the Livestrong 
program has been able to 
provide support at no cost 
to cancer survivors in the 
Lowell community.”

You can register for the 
event online at grymca.
org, at the Lowell YMCA 
or at the WWC at 8 am 
on Nov. 13. The walking 
and running will begin at 
9 am. Cost to participate 
is $20 per person or $60 
for a family of up to four 
individuals, this includes a 
t-shirt.

“The Y is West 
Michigan’s leading 
nonprofit strengthening 
communities through youth 
development, healthy living 
and social responsibility,” 
McCabe said. “Through 
its seven branch locations, 
YMCA Camp Manitou-
Lin, community outreach 
programs and childcare 
sites, the YMCA of Greater 

Grand Rapids is committed 
to improving the health and 

well-being of children and 
families. YMCA programs 

impact thousands of lives 
annually and respond to 

unique community needs 
across West Michigan.”

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

The annual LowellArts 
Artist Market, featuring 
work by over 50 area artists, 
is currently underway.

Thousands of unique, 
handmade items by 
Michigan artists are available 
for purchase in the gallery 
right now, including pottery, 
paintings, photography, 
jewelry, textiles, glasswork, 
leather goods, woodworking, 
metalwork, basketry, 
ornaments, soaps and more.

Participating artists will 
include Eana Agopian, 
Neven Allan, Cindy 
Allen, Sandy Bartlett, Lisa 
Boerema, Paul Bradshaw, 

LowellArts Artist Market thru Dec. 24
Skylar Bre’z, Dianne Carroll 
Burdick, Carol Caron, Joy 
Castonguay, Barbara Clark, 
Sue Clay, Sierra A. Cole, 
Samantha Coon, Vickie 
Culver, Anne Curtis, Gary 
Dietzel, Jennifer Gould, 
Kris Green, Marty Green, 
Sue Haveman, Jennifer 
Helner, Cheryl Hillman, 
Emma Hoekstra, Linda 
Ippel, Sally Jenks, Amy 
Johnson, Kimberly Johnson, 
Tammy Johnson, Allison 
Jones, David Kerley, 
Robert Kleczynski, Jane 
Kropewnicki, Mary Lamson-
Burke, Darla-Jo LeBaron, 
Hallie LeBlanc, Carmen 
Lee, Roger MacNaughton, 

Patti Mollema, Betsy 
O’Neill, Colleen O’Rourke, 
Colin Plank, Betsy Ratzsch, 
Tom Sampson, Maxine 
Shearer, Monica Stegeman, 
Adam Trabka, Chris Trabka, 
Lisa Van Rensburg, Mary 
Van Wingen, Julia Voake, 
Catherine Wahl and Laurie 
Zientek.

The gallery will be open 
each Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 am until 6 
pm and every Sunday from 
noon until 5 pm. There will 
be extended hours during 
the “Christmas Through 
Lowell” event on Nov. 19, 20 
and 21, visit discoverlowell.
org for details. Note that 

all individuals are required 
to wear a mask inside of 
the LowellArts building, 
regardless of vaccination 
status.

Sign up for FROM's 

Christmas Toy Store 

&

 Christmas Food Basket
 

Open to those living in the Lowell Area School District and are in need of
food and/or assistance in providing Christmas gifts to their children.

C H R I S T M A S  I S  C O M I N G !  

 REGISTER NOV. 1 - DEC. 1 
 

ONLINE: scan the QR Code or visit
fromlowell.org/christmas-distribution

 
OR 

 
BY PHONE: 616-897-8260

There will be a Member 
Appreciation Weekend 
on Dec. 4 and 5, when 
LowellArts members will 

receive 10 percent off 
their purchases. Annual 
memberships to LowellArts 
start at $40 and can be 
purchased at anytime by 
anyone, there is no residency 
requirement.
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organizations 
receive grants

page 15

David Johnston, a member 
of the Boy Scout Troop 102 
and a resident of Lowell, 

David Johnston earns the rank of Eagle Scout
earned the rank of Eagle 
Scout, the highest rank that 
the Boy Scouts offers, on 

September 27, 2021, and 
celebrated his Eagle Court 
of Honor October 23, 2021. 
Less than four percent of 
Boy Scout members ever 
attain this prestigious honor.

David Johnston, 16, 
of Lowell High School, 
achieved the 21 merit badges 
required to receive the 
Eagle Scout award plus an 
additional five merit badges 
to earn a bronze palm. For 
his final project he built 
an augmented reality (AR) 
sandbox, a 3D, interactive, 
dynamic educational tool to 
help understand mapping, 
topography, watersheds and 
natural hazards to donate 
to his former fourth grade 
teacher at Alto Elementary, 
Jennifer Bolhuis.

“The experiences in 
Boy Scouts made me a 
stronger person, a better 
friend, a better leader and 
a better citizen. It was very 
challenging but was all 
worth it. Troop 102 has 
advanced many Eagle Scouts 
and there are more to come. 
That is largely in-part to our 
adult leadership. They firmly 
believe we can achieve it.”

Johnston named four 
mentors who were 

invaluable in helping him 
along the path to Eagle: 
his grandfather, Gary 
Lotridge, his scoutmaster, 
Clay Vanderwarf, Lowell 
High School teacher, Anna 
Mainero and one of his youth 
group leaders, Ryan Kyes.

David Johnston, photo courtesy of JMK 
Photography.

The mission of the Boy 
Scouts of America is to 
prepare young people to 
make ethical and moral 
choices over their lifetimes 
by instilling in them the 
values of the Scout Oath and 
Law. 

The annual “Nighttime 
Santa Parade and 
Christmas Festivities” 
event will take place on 
Saturday, Dec. 4, and the 
Lowell Area Chamber of 
Commerce is looking for 
volunteers to create some 
parade floats.

This year’s theme is 
“Light it Up with the 
Magic of Christmas.”

This year, the entries in 
the parade will be judged 
based on use of the theme, 
creativity, diversity, music 
and lights. The first place 
winner will get $150, 

You can win $150 if 
you’re in the Santa 
Parade on Dec. 4

second place is $100 and 
a third place showing will 
net you $50.

There will also be a 
Peoples’ Choice Award. 
The top ten floats will 
be chosen by the parade 
judges, then the general 
public will vote for 
their favorite entry on 
Facebook. The entries will 
be posted by 10 pm on 
Saturday, Dec. 4. To vote, 
go to the Lowell Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
page on Facebook. The 
poll will remain open until 
8 am on Tuesday, Dec. 7.

Students evacuated, dismissed early after 
bathroom fire at Lowell Middle School

This was a breaking story at press time, more details next week.

Above, EMTs attended to one adult during the incident.

Details are still 
sketchy at press time, 
but there was a fire 
in a girls restroom on 
the east side of Lowell 
Middle School after 
noon on Tuesday, Nov. 
9. The east wing is the 
home of the seventh 
grade, according to 
Lowell Area Schools 
superintendent Nate 
Fowler, who was on the 
scene of the fire.

Several fire trucks, 
ambulances and police 
cars responded and 
the students were 
evacuated. It was 
decided to dismiss 
them early and have 
parents pick their 
students up from 
nearby Cherry Creek 
Elementary.

Fowler said it 
was far too early in 
the investigation to 
determine the cause of 
the blaze.
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Call Dave Emmett at 616-361-3400 or visit gma-insurance.
com.

IT’S INSURANCE  
MADE SIMPLE.

Get more insurance choices by going independent.

105 N. Broadway  
897-9261

Mon.-Thurs. 8-5; Fri 8-noon

FAXING

$1
50¢ each

additional sheet

First
sheet

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Lowell Township is 
asking area residents for any 
information they might have 
about some incidents of theft 
and vandalism that have 
been occurring in the public 
restrooms at the parks in the 
township since last summer.

“The soap dispensers are 
the kind that have a little eye 

Lowell Township park 
restrooms plagued by 
theft, vandalism

on them so they automatically 
dispense soap,” said Lowell 
Township supervisor Jerry 
Hale. “Including installation, 
they cost about $60 apiece. 
It’s happened twice, and 
we had two of them stolen 
each time. The first time 
was mid-summer, the last 
time was about a week ago. 
We don’t have any security 

footage, you can’t have 
security cameras inside the 
bathroom! But we will have 
security in the future, on the 
doors from the outside.”

Anybody with information 
is encouraged to contact 
the Kent County Sheriff 
Department at 616-632-6111 
or through the online form at 
accesskent.com/Sheriff.

by Bill Lee
contributing reporter

Virgil Roudabush makes 
tiny wooden chairs in his 
retirement, but there has 
been a lot more to his life 
of 93 years, 73 of which 
have been spent with his 

Virgil Roudabush: miller and maker of chairs
wife Carmen Roudabush.

Virgil is not a native of 
Lowell, but pretty close. 
Born eight miles away 
in Elmdale, he moved to 
Lowell at age five back 

in 1933 when his father, 
a railroad worker, was 
transferred. He was raised 
in a house on Spring and 
North Hudson St. After 
high school he joined the 
Air Force, was honorably 
discharged two years 
later and came back to 
Lowell, where he and 
Carmen raised two sons. 
Virgil worked for the King 
Milling Company for the 
next 43 years as a miller 
and superintendent. It was 
during that time he built 
his first tiny rocking chair 
in 1961.

“I really don’t know 
why,” Roudabush said. 
“Mainly they were 
Christmas gifts. I made 
one for my wife and then 
I had a friend out in the 
country, a farm lady who 
had two daughters, so I 
made one for her and her 
two daughters. And after 
that, I made about four 
or five more for friends 
right here in town for 
Christmas gifts, then it just 
expanded.”

And expand it did. 
After making 18 chairs 
between 1961-69, he took 
about 25 years off, then in 
retirement he made 237 
chairs from 1995-2019. 
He had to give up making 
them a couple of years ago 
because the work got to be 
too difficult for his hands.

The process took two 
full days to make a single 
chair – one day to make 
the parts and then the next 
day to put it together and 
paint it. Using a jigsaw 
and other tools, each chair 
is custom made. The first 
thing he does is create 
the seat of the chair by 
putting the person’s name 
on it and the date. From 
there he uses sandwich 
sticks that he bought from 
Gordon Foods as the back 
rails, and then eight-inch 
dowels for the legs.

The hundreds of chairs 
he has made have been 
given to friends here 
in Michigan, but are 
also located around the 
world including England, 
Denmark, and Switzerland. 
He sent one to Kathy Lee 
Gifford many years ago, 
and she wrote him a letter 
thanking him. His greatest 
pride is a chair made of 
red oak that he sent to 
Laura Bush when she 
was first lady in the early 
2000s. His granddaughter 
was working at the White 
House at the time.

“I sent it to her and she 
got it to Laura Bush, and 
she sent me a fine letter,” 
Roudabush said.

His other greatest 
pride is his life in 
Lowell, particularly 
revolving around his 
family - two sons, four 
grandchildren and nine 
great grandchildren - who 
are now living across the 
country, save a few nieces 
and nephews who still live 
in the Lowell area. Also, 

Virgil Roudabush holding two of the tiny chairs 
he has made over the years.

his work as a miller comes 
with a deep pride and 
family history that dates 
back to the 1600s.

“My relative was a 
miller in Germany,” said 
Roudabush. “Everyone 
left the town to fight in a 
war and he stayed to make 
flour for the army. When 
the war was over, the 
town gave him the mill. 
Through the family tree 
we found many of them 
were millers.”

Even though he 
discovered this 
information after his 
retirement, Roudabush 
admitted that something 
deep inside attracted him 
to the work.

Roudabush has seen a 

lot of changes in Lowell 
since he first arrived here 
in 1933, but his love of 
the town has remained the 
same.

“I just love the 
community, I just think it’s 
great,” said Roudabush. 
“Of course, I can remember 
the way the town was back 
in the middle 30s and 40s. 
It’s changed a lot.”

Time has passed and 
history has been made 
since they started living in 
Lowell, Virgil and Carmen 
Roudabush look forward 
to making more history 
in less than two years 
when they reach their 75th 
wedding anniversary.

If you know of someone 
in Lowell who has a 
story that should be 
told, please email the 
Ledger office at ledger@
lowellbuyersguide.com

Framed picture of Virgil and Carmen 
Roudabush’s granddaughter at the White House 
and a letter from Laura Bush thanking Virgil for 
the tiny chair.
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business 
directory

BILL WHEELER
Certified Public 

Accountant

103 Riverside Dr.
Lowell, MI 49331

897-7711

Dryer Vent Cleaning

INSURED • 20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
Washers • Dryers • Refrigerators

Garbage Disposals • Stoves 
• Dishwashers

RICH CURTIS • 897-5686
209 E. Main St., Lowell

FRY DADDY’S
608 West Main Street 

Lowell, MI 49331
897-FISH

Fish, Shrimp, Wing 
Dings, Chicken Strips

Friday Special  
Lake Perch

Hours: Tues - Sat 2-8 pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

SALES, SERVICE AND INSTALLATION, UPGRADES, NEW HOMES

www.HeatingCoolingOnline.com
website

info@HeatingCoolingOnline.com
e-mail

• Heating & air-conditioning • Wall hung boilers & water heaters 
• Geo Thermal systems • Radiant floor heat • Snow melt systems

•Whole house generators • Duct work • Humidifiers

SHANE RISNER • 616-897-1080
email: risnersroofing@gmail.com

website: risnersroofing.com

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

After 20 years of service, 
Jody Haybarker is retiring 
from her role as the general 

The luncheon was catered by Miss P’s, and included this elaborate display 
of cupcakes.

Haybarker retires from Schneider Manor 
management position after 20 years

manager of the Schneider 
Manor senior independent 
living facility, 725 Bowes 
Rd.

The event was celebrated 
with a free catered luncheon 
in the community room at 
the facility on Friday, Nov. 5, 

attended by a couple dozen 
friends, family members and 
residents of the apartment 
complex.

“I’ve known her forever,” 
said Schneider Manor board 
member James Hodges. 
“She and her husband Kraig, 
our kids grew up together. 
She stumbled into this job 20 
years ago and never looked 
back. She has just done a 

Jody Haybarker (left) reminsicing with Schneider Manor residents during her retirement luncheon.

marvelous job helping grow 
the place. Everybody loves 
her and they’re going to miss 
her.”

“We’re just going to 
miss her,” said Schneider 
Manor board member Bob 
Pfaller. “She does a great job 
taking care of this place and 
everybody in this room, I’m 
sure, is her friend. We’re all 
going to miss her.”

“I live here, and I’ve 
been here four years,” said 
Schneider Manor board 
member George Anderson. 
“You can tell by the number 
of people here that she took 
good care of everybody.”

“It’s a long time to do 
anything, but it was good,” 
Haybarker said. “I had a lot 
of help. The residents are 
really easy to get along with 
and the employees are great. 
So we just made a good team 
and got things done. There 
is an easygoing atmosphere 
here, and I felt like I was 
I was accomplishing 
something. That was kind of 
my mission, I guess. I told 
my successor [Lowell Senior 
Neighbors coordinator Terra 
Bieneman] in a little note 
that I wrote to listen and ask 
a lot of questions, and she 
will be just fine.”

Haybarker said she plans 
to pursue her woodworking 

hobby during retirement and 
will likely have some of her 
work for sale locally at some 
point in the future.

“I do crafts and 
woodworking and that kind 
of thing,” Haybarker said. “It 
takes up a lot of time, which 
is what I plan on doing now 
that I’m done with this! I’ll 
sell it at Christmas Through 
Lowell and at craft shows. 
I used to have a booth 
somewhere, but I don’t right 
now. I like to go to estate 
sales and buy furniture and 
stuff, then repurpose it.”

According to 
s c h n e i d e r m a n o r . o r g , 
“Schneider Manor began in 
1966 when C.H. Runciman, 
a local businessman, formed 
a corporation with a purpose 
of providing housing for 
senior citizens and making 
it available to those with low 
income. Former residents 
of the Lowell community, 
Philip H. and Jennie 
Winegar Schneider, had left 
the Lowell area a trust fund 
to be used for the betterment 
of local senior residents. 
The advisory committee 
for the Schneider Trust 
Fund established Schneider 
Manor as the beneficiary 
of the trust, enabling them 
to expand to 12 buildings 
with 92 apartments and 
housing 114 residents that 
exclusively serve current 
or former residents of the 
Lowell area.”
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to the editor

Looking back, continued, page 12

outdoors
Dave Stegehuisneighbors

viewpoint

We love to hear from you!
The Lowell Ledger welcomes letters to the editor from 

readers, but there are a few conditions that must be met 
before they will be published.

The requirements are:
• All letters must be signed by the writer, with address 

and phone number provided for verification.  All that will 
be printed is the writer’s name and community of residence. 
We do not publish anonymous letters, and names will be 
withheld at the editor’s discretion for compelling reasons 
only.

• Letters that contain statements that are libelous or 
slanderous will not be published.

• All letters are subject to editing for style, grammar 
and sense.

• Letters that serve as testimonials for or criticisms of 
businesses will not be accepted.

• Letters serving the function of “cards of thanks” will 
not be accepted unless there is a compelling public interest, 
which will be determined by the editor.

• We prefer letters to be printed legibly or typed, 
double-spaced.

A stream of headlights 
defines the path of roads 
and highways as commuters 
rush to jobs and schools in 
and around urban centers.  
Suburban development 
is consuming woods, 
meadows and farmland 
across the country.  The 
shrinking habitat has forced 
animals to live close to or 
among people.  Suburban 
newcomers often have 
limited experience living 
with wild creatures.

For sure, the best place 
for wildlife is in the wild, 
but we may sometimes find 
we are sharing the same 
space.  It is possible to live 
with these creatures and 
even enjoy their presence.  If 
an animal or bird becomes a 
nuisance or causes damage, 
there are ways to avoid 
conflicts.

Animals are not 
vindictive creatures.  They 
are just trying to make a 
living like all of us.  Wildlife 
need three essentials to 
survive: food, water and 
cover.  They spend most of 
their time fulfilling these 
needs.

     Food is most often the 
need which gets wildlife in 
trouble with people.  Bears 
rummage through garbage 
and take down bird feeders.  
Raccoons follow the same 
routine.  Take away the food 
source and the animals will 

move on to greener pastures.  
If removing food is not an 
option, find a way to keep 
it out of reach.  Good luck 
with fox squirrels.  

     Wildlife cover may 
be tall grass, heavy brush, 
a hollow tree or log, or an 
underground den.  Lacking 
opportunities for one of 
these options, a chimney 
or attic may fill the bill for 
a raccoon.  A den under 
the porch may do it for 
a woodchuck.  Keeping 
possible nesting areas 
sealed off will discourage 
unwanted tenants.

As a last resort, if 
wildlife becomes seriously 
destructive or dangerous, 
they can be removed 
from the area.  There are 
regulations regarding which 
animals can be legally 
captured and where they 
can be relocated.  One 
should make sure to know 
the law before attempting 
to personally remove and 
relocate wildlife of any kind.  
The Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources or 
a licensed professional 
can provide information 
regarding nuisance wildlife.  

Patience and tolerance 
will go a long way 
towards getting along with 
our wildlife neighbors.  
Remember, they were here 
first.

125 years ago
Lowell Ledger

November 13, 1896
This edition of the Lowell Ledger is missing.

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
November 17, 1921

Senator Johnson, of California and Rev. Wishart, 
of Grand Rapids, will not add anything to their fame 
by throwing mud of abuse at Woodrow Wilson. The 
former president may have made mistakes—he would 
not have been human otherwise—but he gave his 
health and strength and almost his life to his country as 
readily as if he had been wounded upon the battle field 
and there can be no doubt that history will commend 
him for much that he is now censured for.

“Do you want moonshine?” the 5-year-old son 
of Wozedeck Salzaertcykiski asked Deputy Sheriff 
Conley when the officer went to the house with a 
search warrant. Before his parents could stop him 
the boy ran into the pantry and pointed out a gallon of 
moonshine behind a door. The father is in jail.

Through financial assistance given by Mrs. Edward 
Lowe, Butterworth hospital’s out-patient department 
has been increased to care for 30 persons daily. Its 
former capacity was limited to five or six.

Dear Editor,
Musings
Well, we’re on the 

threshold of the holidays. 
We’ve dispensed with the 
pumpkins, witches, and 
goblins. The sugar highs 
will no doubt last for a few 
more days as the products 
from Hershey’s and Nestle’s 
run their course. Yep, the 
seasonal decor will again 
begin to appear as the 
temperatures retreat to 
reflect winter’s norms.

A word of caution for 
shoppers as shelves are 
already empty as some 

products so go early, we 
don’t want to disappoint 
those toddlers. It won’t 
be only the shelves that 
are empty as wallets and 
purses will be lighter this 
year too. You might want to 
spend some time planning 
your routes as the cost 
to operate your vehicle 
is sky-rocketing. The 
nastiness of the last eighteen 
months continues to create 
headaches even with the 
vaccines. Oh yes, the masks 
are still the cause of much 
debate.

Enough of the 

discussion of the current 
situation and the challenges 
that perplex the lives of 
us all. I wanted to take a 
moment to remind everyone 
to look in the mirror and 
thank your lucky stars that 
you live in the land of the 
free. I would also emphasize 
there are a number of folks 
in our communities that 
we need to reach out to. 
Many are seniors, some 
living alone, others victims 
of tragedy like illness or 
divorce. Winter and it’s 
long nights and inclement 
weather, creates shut-ins 
of more than a few of our 
number. Take a minute to 
reach out to the neighbor 
that fits this circumstance. 
The kindness of a brief 
interaction is priceless. You 
might be the sole contact 

that the individual has 
beyond the television. Small 
favors extended to others do 
wonders. Yes, we all have 
busy lives, but a knock on 
the neighbor’s door or even 
a phone call can make a 
huge difference.

Lastly, show some 
patience with the clerk at 
the retail store, or the US 
Mailman making his/her 
rounds, don’t forget the 
efforts of the newspaper 
deliverer, or those of Fedex, 
UPS, etc. They all are 
working under heavy loads 
and staff shortages. Perhaps, 
most important, don’t forget 
to tell those of family how 
much they mean to you, 
never assume they know, 
they need to hear it!

Roger Royer
Lowell

75 years
The Lowell Ledger
November 14, 1946

The Lowell Manufacturing Company has about 
completed the addition to their building and the new 
offices will be ready in a few days. The building will be 
a Main street landmark, painted white with green trim.

President Truman Saturday night wiped out in 
one stroke all wage controls and all remaining price 
ceilings except those on rents, sugar and rice, and 
indicated that those on rents may be raised. “The law 
of supply and demand operating in the market place, 
will, from now on, serve the people better than would 
continue regulation of prices by the government,” he 
said in a statement which accompanied his sweeping 
executive order.

The months when diphtheria is most prevalent are 
November, December and January. But there need 
be no diphtheria months at all, if parents of young 
children take certain fundamental precautions against 
the disease. Science has gone far toward conquering 
diphtheria, but it cannot complete the job without the 
cooperation of parents.

50 years
The Lowell Ledger
November 18, 1971

Fluger’s Lowell bakery on East Main Street was 
the main transaction of sale this week, as the present 
owners, Ralph and Barbara Fluger signed over the 
initial papers of ownership. The friendly ring of Barb’s 
“good morning,” or Ralph’s casual “hello” from the 
backroom, that greeted the bakery’s customers, will 
take on a new note, as the new proprietors Mike and 
Virginia Snider take over. 

Jackie Shade, 20, a Michigan State University junior, 
was crowned Michigan’s Farm Bureau Queen, and 
reigned over the group’s annual convention in Grand 
Rapids last week. Miss Shade, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dale Shade of Alto, was crowned in competition 
at the Paltlind Hotel, and will represent the Michigan 
organization at the annual American Farm Bureau 
convention in Chicago, where a national queen will be 
chosen.

Two juvenile boys were caught defacing junior 
high school property last week by the Lowell Police 
Department. Restitution is being sought for the damage 
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happy
      birthday

   - pertussis (whooping cough)

HEALTH
Johnathan G. Meier, D.O.
Wayne A. Christenson, D.O.
Tracy L. Lixie, D.O.

Laura E. Kass, PA-C
Kaili M. Walker, PA-C
Alexandria Clum, PA-C
Catherine S. Smith, NP-C

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

CHRIST-CENTERED, KINGDOM-FOCUSED HOMES
2275 West Main Street - (Barrier Free)

897-7168 • www.fbclowell.org
Pastor Jon Pickens • Lead Pastor

Pastor Andrew Bolkcom • Pastor of Discipleship
Christi Swain • Director of Children's Ministries

SUNDAY  WORSHIP ....9:30 am (Nursery provided)
LIFE GROUPS ................11:00 am (Nursery-Adult)
Awana (K-5 during school year) Wednesday, 6:15 pm

LOWELL UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

discover. grow. share
621 E. Main Street

897-5938
www.lowellumc.com • Barrier Free Entrance

WORSHIP 
Traditional Service: 9 am

Contemporary Service: 10:30 am
Sr. Pastor - Brad Brillhart

churchesarea FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street

                           897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

 Barrier-free entrance
SUNDAY WORSHIP...........................................9:30
Sunday School.................................................9:30
YOUTH GROUPS  (JR. & SR. HIGH)....................6:00 PM

Worship on the Riverwalk begins July 12 
Pastor Brad Brillhart

CALVARY CHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Ryan Landt
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Website: calvarylowell.org 
Morning Worship .....................10:00 AM
Weekly Prayer Meeting - Mondays  ....7 PM

Barrier-Free

St. Mary Catholic 
Church

402 Amity Street • 616-897-9820
Website: www.stmarylowell.com

Weekend Masses: Sat 5 pm; Sun 10:30 am
Confession: Saturdays 3-4:30 pm 

Prayer & Adoration: Wednesdays 8 am to 7 pm
Religious education foR childRen to adults

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
865 Lincoln Lake SE • lowellucc.org

 Pastor Alyssa Anten
Worship Service - Sundays 10 am

Open Table (No-cost meal) - Thursdays 5 - 6 pm

Open & Affirming • LGBTQ+ Inclusive
616-897-5906

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street

                           897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

 Barrier-free entrance
SUNDAY WORSHIP...........................................9:30
Sunday School.................................................9:30
YOUTH GROUPS  (JR. & SR. HIGH)....................6:00 PM

Worship on the Riverwalk begins July 12 
Pastor Brad Brillhart

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway 
(Missouri Synod)

Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

Sunday Services - 10:30 am
www.gslc.church

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

ABCs of Lowell history
The ABC's of Lowell 

History was introduced last 
year as a way to share some 
of the many fascinating 
stories from Lowell's past. 
It was initiated in part by 
the pandemic shutdown 
which led the Museum to 
seek alternative ways to 
share local history with the 
community. The series will 
continue with a fourth round 
of the alphabet.

E - Ecker’s Planing 
Mill

Ecker’s Planing Mill 
was a busy and successful 
establishment in Lowell 
for many years. What is a 
planing mill? A planing mill 
takes boards from sawmill 
and turns them into finished 
product.

The Planing Mill was 
begun by W. J. Ecker and 
Theo. W. Mason who formed 
a partnership in 1873. They 
started the planing mill and 
sash, door and blind factory. 
The mill was located on 
South Washington Street, 
two blocks south of Main 
Street at Front Street. A 
railroad spur crossed Front 
Street and went directly to the 
factory. It was only recently 
removed. They operated 
until 1883, when W.J.’s son 
Frank was brought into the 

November 10
Ann Bellah, Sarah 

Mogor, Alex Peel, Tyler 
Dewey, Jay Brown.

November 11
Mike Roudabush, Tom 

Roudabush, Dan Wingeier 
Jr., Rachel Burns, Zachary 
Ligman, Justin Warren, N. 
Steve Kelley

November 12
Harry Erickson, 

Deborah Malloy, Al 
Olszewski

November 13
Brian Gerard, Dan 

Schneider

partnership. Mason retired in 
1887 and the business name 
was changed to W. J. Ecker 
& Son.

William J. Ecker served 
in the Civil War in Co. M, 
6th Michigan Cavalry. At 
the battle of Winchester he 
received injuries that plagued 
him for the rest of his life. At 
his death in 1891 there were 
so many people attending that 
over 53 carriages followed 
the remains to Oakwood 
cemetery. son Frank Ecker 
continued operating the mill. 
In 1899 he changed the name 
from Ecker & Son to Ecker’s 
Planing Mill.

Over the years, many 
different products were 
made, in addition to those 
already mentioned, lath, 
shingles, cedar fence posts, 
baskets and brick all came 
from the Planing Mill. 
The mill turned out a lot 
of product, evidenced by a 
report in 1898 that 10 men 
solely made peach basket 
crates, turning out 700 per 
day. The plant had been 
enlarged at different times 
so that the original part was 
a very small part of the total 
business by 1906.

Tragedy struck in 
February of 1910. The 
planing mill burned 
down with all contents, 
machinery, tools and stock. 
It was totally destroyed 
by fire and unfortunately 
had little insurance. The 
fire was said to have been 
fully engaged before it was 
spotted. The volunteer fire 
department was able to save 
neighboring residences and 
nearby buildings. All fires 

November 14
David Durkee, Doris 

Rhines, Deaken Roth

November 15
Beth Stouffer, Emily 

Myers, Gina Gildner, Doug 
Decker, Alyssa Rash, Dave 
Hildenbrand, Janet Allison

November 16
Cherryl Lilley

Pertussis, otherwise 
known as “whooping 
cough,” is a respiratory 
infection caused by 
the bacteria Bordetella 
pertussis. This is one of 
the most common vaccine 
preventable illnesses in the 
United States. If contracted, 
pertussis can cause serious 
illness in people of all ages.

Pertussis typically 
starts out with cold-like 
symptoms, including 
runny nose, congestion, 
mild cough, and maybe 
a fever. After 1-2 weeks, 
more severe coughing 
begins. Infants and children 
will cough violently and 
rapidly, making the classic 
“whooping” sound as 
they try to inhale between 
coughs. This illness is most 
severe in infants, where 
greater than 50% will need 
to be hospitalized from this. 

Pertussis is highly 
contagious, spread by 
coughing or sneezing. The 

best way to prevent pertussis 
is to get vaccinated, 
however since the 1980’s 
the US has seen an increase 
in cases of pertussis due to 
a decrease in vaccination 
rates. The vaccine is called 
DTaP, which also protects 
against diptheria and 
tetanus. This is a routine 
vaccine administered to 
infants at 2, 4, 6, and 15 
months of age. A booster is 
typically given prior to the 
child starting school (ages 
4-6). The vaccine immunity 
fades over time, so adults 
are encouraged to get an 
updated Tdap vaccine to 
ensure effective coverage 
from pertussis, especially 
adults who work in schools 
or healthcare, or who have 
young children at home.

If you think your child 
might have pertussis, or 
you have questions about 
your vaccine status for this 
preventable illness, talk with 
your health care provider.

under the boilers had been 
extinguished, so the cause 
of fire was a mystery. Frank 
assumed the fire was caused 
by wiring or someone 
sleeping in the mill and lit a 
fire to stay warm. The mill 
and its contents represented 
more than a life’s work. The 
loss was a heavy blow to 
Mr. Ecker. The whole town 
grieved for Frank Ecker.

In 1916, Frank Ecker 
died. He had been active in 
the Lodge and the church. 
When he died it was said 
that, his was a disposition 
that sought and found a 
silver lining for the darkest 
cloud. His smile was 
habitual; and he always had 
time for a pleasant greeting. 
His friends are legion and 
the world is better because 
he has lived in it.”

More than 50% of adults have a positive 
perception of ads in print newspapers.*

Want to be next to trusted 
content? Place your ad in this 
newspaper and a network of 
newspapers in the state!

Call this paper  
or 800-227-7636

*Kantar Millward Brown, Feb. 2018

THIS AD FOR SALE!

www.cnaads.com
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Leo Peters
Army 

1954 – 1985

Phil Covert
Army 1943-1944 
Killed in action

Mark Stinchcomb
USMC

1976-1982

Staff Sgt. Lyle Royston
U.S. Army 
1948-1952

Lyle Covert
Army 

June 1945 – July 1946

Robert Bibbler
101st Airborne 

1966-1969

Richard Stull Jr.
US Navy

1967 - 1970

Robert Alan Schreur
Coastguard
2011 - 2017

Richard C. Bieri
Army 

Nov. 1950 – Sept. 1952

Richard Bibbler
82nd Airborne 

1951-1954

Ray Covert
National Guard Infantry 

1909-1915

Rachel Fox
Air Force

2016 - Present

Thomas Albert
US Marine Corp

2007 - 2013

Ron Janowski
US Army

1976-1998

Karen Waid
US Army

1975-1987

Michael Cnossen
US Army 

2002 to 2008

Thomas Fox
Air Force

1986 - 1990

Abe R. DeYoung
Army 1966 -1967

Killed in action

James A. Schoen
Navy

1952 - 1956

Timothy J. Anderson
Navy

1977 - 1981

Donald E. Seaman
Navy

1942-1946 • 1950 - 1952

Fritz Ball
US Marine Corps 

2010-2015

David Maltman
Navy

1975 - 1996

Phil VanDuinen
U.S. Army 
1969-1970
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Jerry Vredevelt
Navy

1949-1953

Joe Rinard
U.S. Army 
1973-1975

Joel Uzarski, 
U.S. Navy 

2000-Present

Louie Dudeck
Marines

1963 - 1967

Herman Weststrate
Army

1966-1969

Chief Herb Rice
Navy 1952-1977 

24 years of service

Gordon Newell
U.S. Navy 
1950-1954

29 months Korea

Gerald (Joe) James Ellis
U.S. Navy

Wounded, Dec. 7, 1941
Died, Dec. 10, 1941

David S. Harding
Army

1956-1957

David Lee Neubecker
Army 

1977-1980

Dave Fehlig
USMC 

1964-1970

CDR Dave Thompson
Navy 

1955-1957

Darle Ray Rickert
Navy 

Jan. 1951 - Nov. 1954

Cecilia Bibbler Best
U.S. Navy 
1953-1955

Casey Brown
U.S. Army 
1994-97

Brian Baldwin
U.S. Army Airborne

1981 - 1984

Bob Wilczewski
USMC

1968-1970

Bill Hunter, Don Souser, 
Ed Meyers, Sonny Gumser, 

Burt Hawk
Navy 1943-1946

Bernard Bibbler
101st Airborn 
1969-1972

Arnold DeLoof
Air Force 

1952-1956

Sgt. Allan Mull
USMC

1969-1973

Berwyn L. Kloosterman
Navy 

Dec. 1950 – Oct. 1954

     Saluting Our Area Veterans

Phillip Matuk
Army 1959-60

Reserve 1961-69

Benjamin R. Ayers
Army 

1968 - 1969

115 S. BROADWAY  •  LOWELL  •  616-897-9264

Milling has been our 
family heritage since 1890



page 9  wednesday • november • 10 •  2021

Brad Janowiak
Army

1980-1983 

John Homan
Army 

1969-1971

John R. Timpson
Navy

1951-1955

John Wilcox 
Marines 

1992 - 1996

Joseph Daniel Schreur
Coastguard

2011 - present

John K. Erickson
Army Korea 1947-1953

33 months POW

Saluting Our Area Veterans

Steve Larkin
U.S. Marine Corps

1966 - 1967

Maurice L. Hannah
U.S. Army

1943 - 1945

Dirk G. Ritzema
MI Army National Guard

1980 - 1993

Lloyd G. Ritzema
U.S. Air Force
1951 - 1954 

Russel Harig
Air Force
20 years

SFC Ron Thomure
Army

1956-1995 

Lawrence Mikulski
Navy 

1964-1968

Robert Moyer
Army 

1969-1970

Robert Ellis
Army Airforce

1942-1945

Roger L. Kropf
Army National Guard 

1960-1966

V Don Souser
Submarine Service 

1943-1946
Max Souser

USN 1909-1944

Stephen L. Bibbler
101st Airborn 
1972-1974

Scott DeLoof
Army 

2009-Present

Sgt Scott C. Cooper
United States Air Force

 2007 - present

Donald Viewig
U.S. Navy
1965-1971 

James M. Francis Sr.
U.S.A.F.

1955 - 1962

Robert Bourgette
Army 

1968 - 1970

Clare W. Gleason
Army 

1972 - 1974

BERNARD’S                HARDWARE
1601 W. Main • Lowell

616-897-9490
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Saluting Our Area Veterans

David L. Neubecker
U.S. Army

1977 - 1980

David Carroll
Army

1984 - 1988

Christopher Bewell
US Marines 

Served 2010-2015

Captain David Thaler
USAF

1966 - 1973

John Schneider
U.S. Army - Korea

1950 - 1952

LCPL Devin L. Cupp
US Marine Corp
2018 - present

Robert Nagy
U.S. Army - Korea

1949 - 1952

Cameron Hoffman
U.S. Army - Korea/Vietnam

1956 - 1976

Chuck Benjamin
Army Artillary
1955 - 1957

Buell Brinks
U.S. Marine Corps

1969 - 1971

Doug Stroosnyder
U.S. Marines
1949 - 1953

Ken Ayers
U.S. Air Force
1943 - 1945

Mike Larkin
U.S. Marine Corps

1969 - 1970

Bill Schaefer
U.S. Marine Corp

1950 - 1953

Evan C. Hedlund
USMC

2013 - 2017

Bill Dommer
U.S. Air Force
1962 - 1966

William Bibbler
82nd Airborne 

1960-1962

Jacob Clayton Callier
Army 

1971-1974

W. James ‘Jim’ Sowle
U.S. Navy 1953-1955

Fireman on a harbor tug

Pete Mulder
WWI

Mark Homolka
Air Force

1982 -2004

Michael Malone
U.S. Army 1968 - 1971

 Army Reserve 1971-1988

Thomas Joseph Malone
U.S. Army 1965-1968

National Guard 1970-1972

MICHIGAN’S TRUSTED ROOFING & EXTERIORS EXPERT

RROOOOFFIINNGG
Siding - Decks - Windows - Gutters

facebook.com/baytobay                                 baytobaybuildingconcepts.com

YYoouurr  LLooccaall  SSttoorrmm
DDaammaaggee  EExxppeerrttss

FF RR EE EE

FF RR EE EE

Insurance Quote Estimate

Storm Damage Evaluation

In-house Financing Available

24-Hour Response Time

661166--557700--77777799
Bay To Bay Building Concepts, LLC
119 E. State St. Hastings, MI 49058
www.baytobaybuildingconcepts.com

616.570.7779
ROOFING ISN’T WHAT WE DO. 

IT’S WHO WE ARE.

www.baytobaybuildingconcepts.com

FREE ESTIMATES & INSPECTIONSTHANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!!!

Tom Russo
US Navy

1977 - 1989
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Saluting Our Area Veterans

Glenn Marks
Army

1944 - 1946

Brady John Chambers
US Army

2020 -  present 

Leo Pfaller
US Army

Armored Div.

Thomas ‘Joe’ Malone
Army 

1941 - 1945

Brendan Albert
US Marine Corp

2003 - 2010

Thomas C. Russell
Navy

1965 - 1971

[616] 897-8560
 Call us before it hits the...

Clean Your Septic 
Every 3 Years

–
–

Matthew Garner
US Army

1991 - 2001

Robert J. Stevens
Army 

1979 - 2011

Virgil Roudabush
US Air Force
1948 - 1949

Kyle M. Neubecker Marines 2006-2011
Jon Lyons Army  2002 - 

Keith A. Neubecker Marines 2009-2012

Phil Johnson, Don Beachum
U.S. Navy

 1945
Dennis Stauffer, Chris VanDyke

U.S. Army
1967 - 1969

VETERANS DAY 2021

LEGION.ORG

Air National Guard photo by Master Sgt. Jonathan Young

The American Legion 
salute our military veterans of all eras this November 11 - and every day. 
Thank you for serving America with honor, courage and commitment.

and the Lowell Buyer's Guide & News

Honoring All Who Served

Lowell

L
 P

itho

rinting&
105 N. Broadway
616-897-9261
616-897-9555
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obituaries

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF MICHIGAN

PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

PUBLICATION OF NOTICE 
OF HEARING

In the matter of 
JANET GLIDDEN 

FILE NO. 21-210262-GA

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS including: her 
daughter, Carla Hiess 
and son, Frank Hiess 
and any other unknown 
children and heirs 
whose address(es) is/
are unknown and whose 
interest in the matter may 
be barred or affected by 
the following:

TAKE NOTICE: A hearing 
will be held on December 
14 at 9:00 am at the 

Kent Co. Probate Court,  
180 Ottawa Avenue NW, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
Courtroom 9C and via 
Zoom  before Judge David 
M. Murkowski (P35026) 
for the following purpose: 
appointment of a guardian. 

November 7, 2021

Adult Protective Services, 
DHHS, Petitioner
121 Franklin St. NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49507
616-260-5649

Van Essen and Associates 
PLLC

Attys. for Petitioner by 
Amanda Van Essen Wirth 

(P75001)
109 E. Main St., Suite 11

Zeeland, MI 49464
616-633-0196

BUCK
Terry Lee Buck age 80 of Belding, MI passed away 
November 3, 2021. He was born on November 14, 1940 
in Grand Rapids, MI, the son of Forrest and Geraldine 
(Jenkins) Buck. We would like to celebrate the arrival of 

our dad, Terry Buck’s 
first days in Heaven. He 
is survived by his three 
children, Chris (Dan) 
Talcott, Tracy (Andrea) 
Buck and Trent (Lisa) 
Buck. He cherished his 
grandchildren Laken 
(Eric) Colby, Zach 
(Kathy) Talcott, Trevor 
Buck, JD Buck, Austin 
Buck, Hannah Buck, 
Dillon (Sarah) Buck 
and Hailey Buck. He 

also loved his great grandchildren Alexis and Elijah 
with all his heart. After high school he enlisted in the 
military. He loved the outdoors, hunting, fishing and 
working on his property. He was extremely generous 
with family and friends. Always willing to help whoever 
needed it. He was a great storyteller and loved to share 
hunting and fishing stories. He spent time in his life 
auctioneering and did many benefits. He really enjoyed 
the Lowell Showboat back in the day, singing and 
performing alongside his father Forrest Buck (Bucky). 
He will be truly missed by all who knew him. Funeral 
services will be held on Saturday, November 13th 11:00 
AM at Day Bible Chapel. Visitation will be one-hour 
prior to the service.  A luncheon for family and friends 
will be held at 1:00 PM at American Legion Post 175 
Saranac, MI. Arrangements in care of Lake Funeral 
Home of Saranac. Online condolences may be made 
at www.lakefuneralhomes.com

HEESTAND
Gemma Heestand, age 71, passed away Wednesday, 
November 3, 2021, surrounded by her family. Gemma 
was born in Pennington, South Dakota to the late 
Nelson Funkhauser and Gertrude Ceresna. Gemma 
worked part time at Walmart and was an avid member 
of her South Boston Bible Church. Gemma enjoyed 
being spending time with her family especially her 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. She enjoyed 

being outdoors, 
working in the garden, 
crocheting, sewing, 
working on bible studies 
and volunteering 
for different events. 
Gemma was preceded 
in death by both her 
parents as well as 
her brother, Nelson 
(Butch) Funkhauser. 
Gemma is survived 
by her children, Ricky 
(Kim) Heestand Jr., 
Amy (Tony) Hinerman, 
Paula (Jim) Faulkner 
Jr., James (Angie) 

Heestand; grandchildren, Daniel Hinerman, Hailee 
Hinerman, James Faulkner, Kenny Faulkner, Alexxis 
Heestand, Brandon Heestand, Brie (Terry) Hutchenson, 
Raivan Heestand, Cheyenne Heestand, Alicia 
Heestand, Christopher Heestand, Gene Heestand; 
great-grandchildren, Zayden, Beau, Harlow, Ammelia, 
Fisher, Sebastian. Gemma is also survived by her 
sisters, Nancy Newton, June Treharn; brother, Paul 
Ceresna; and many nieces and nephews. A funeral 
service will be held on Saturday November 13, 2021, 
at 11:00 a.m. at South Boston Bible Church, 6958 
Kyser Rd, Lowell, MI 49331, with Pastor Cory Malone 
officiating. Friends and family will be received one hour 
prior, with a luncheon to follow. If you would like to send 
flowers to the family or to make memorial contribution 
to the South Boston Bible Church in her honor, please 
send to South Boston Bible Church.

INGRAM
Ingram, Benjamin S. 1977-2021
Benjamin Seth Ingram met his Savior, Jesus, on 
October 31 after battling COVID for nearly three weeks. 
Ben lived and loved passionately and he will be missed 
by all who knew him. Ben was born and raised in Ohio. 
He graduated from Reynoldsburg High School in 1995. 
After high school, Ben began his studies at Moody Bible 
Institute, where he met Angie, his wife of 22 years. 
Instead of returning to Buckeye Nation after college, 
Ben relocated to “X”ichigan where he and Angie made 
their home. Whether it was singing, playing cards, 
watching sports, or volunteering at church, Ben did 
it with gusto and his enthusiasm was contagious. He 

could often be found on 
a sideline cheering for 
his son and daughter. 
His cheers were 
more like roars and 
he was fine with that. 
Ben openly shared 
his love for Jesus 
and was especially 
good at sharing the 
Word with kids of all 
ages through Awana.                                                                                    
In addition to his 
wife, Ben is survived 

by his daughter Callie and son-in-law Hunter Pham 
(Saranac), son Sabin (Lowell), father and stepmother 
Dale and Denise Ingram (Munds Park, AZ), and brother 
Chris (Westerville, OH). Ben’s final resting place will be 
in Eagle River, WI, alongside his mom, Libby. Libby, 
Chris, and Ben spent many summers in Eagle River 
and Lower Nine Mile Lake became like a second home 
to Ben. The reunion between mom and son at Heaven’s 
gates was surely joyous and filled with laughter. Though 
Ben’s time on earth was short, his legacy will live on 
for years to come through his children and the many 
lives he impacted throughout his 44 years. Visitation 
with the family will take place on Thurs, Nov. 4 at 
First Baptist Church in Lowell from 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 
p.m. A memorial service will be held on Fri., Nov. 5 at 
First Baptist Church at 2 p.m.  Contributions can be 
made in lieu of flowers to Pleasant Valley Bible Camp 
(pleasantvalleybiblecamp.com) or Branch Adventures 
(branchadventures.org). Arrangements in care of Lake 
Funeral Home of Saranac. Online condolences may be 
made at www.lakefuneralhomes.com

RICHARDS
Terry Lee Richards, age 74 of Grand Rapids, 
formally of Lowell, passed peacefully on 
November 1, 2021. Terry was preceded in 
death by his parents; and brother, James 
Green; sister, Elaine Gibbs-McQurrie. He is 

survived by his sons, Todd Richards, Brent “Bert” (Lynn 
Mai) Richards, Brian Richards; grandchildren, Jayden 
Morris, Tyler Wulsing; brother, Dale Green; sister, 
Sharon Treviso; and many nieces and nephews. Terry 

was a proud veteran 
of the United States 
Army. He owned 
and operated 
Terry Richard’s 
Construction for 
over 40 years. Terry 
enjoyed family 
gatherings, rarely 
missing a holiday or 
birthday celebration. 
He had a huge heart, 
was always kind 
to everyone, and 
a thoughtful giver. 

Funeral services will be held at 2 PM, Friday, November 
12, 2021, at Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. Hudson St., 
Lowell, MI 49331, with visitation one hour prior. Pastor 
Dale Hotelling officiating. Memorial contributions may 
be made to Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) of Lowell, 
3124 Alden Nash Ave SE, Lowell, MI 49331. Following 
the service, we invite friends and family to celebrate 
Terry’s life by sharing a meal at Big Boiler Brewing 
located at 318 E Main Street Suite B; Lowell, Michigan 
49331. We encourage all to join as lunch will be served 
at 3pm. 

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

they incurred, while the case still remains under 
investigation. Lowell Police Chief Barry Emmons 
added that he hoped that students would take care 
of the fine schools provided in the City of Lowell, 
rather than destroy them.

25 years
The Lowell Ledger
November 13, 1996

The 5th Annual Christmas Through Lowell will 
connect area holiday shoppers with 15 homes 
filled with hand crafted items. “Shoppers will find 
wood crafted items, candles, porcelain dolls, 
baskets, angels and much more,” said Christmas 
Through Lowell organizer Bill Collins. 

Two Grand Rapids women were killed and a 
Kentwood man was resting in critical condition 
following three accidents on Alden Nash Road 
over the weekend. Two of the three accidents 
occurred at the intersection of Alden Nash and 
Cascade Road. 

It has become an accepted way of business 
that school administration, when offered a better 
professional opportunity in another school district, 
will change jobs in the middle of a school year. 
Which, for some, begs the question: why then have 
contracts? The answer is explained by the fact that 
a contract lays out the rules of employment. 

Looking back, 
continued
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classifiedsoffice hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

for sale

RIFLES - Thompson Cen-
ter Hawkins 54 caliber, 
includes powder, balls & 
all accessories. Like new, 
$600; Thompson Center 32 
caliber squirrel gun. Never 
shot. Rare collectible, 
$575. Call 616-207-9221. 
USED TIRES - Call with 
size, 616-292-7649/616-
295-8820. Rob’s Auto - 
thanks.TFN   
REACH OVER 100,000 
AREA HOMES - with our 
Marketplace! One call & 
one payment, only $40! 
Includes 20 words & 1 black 
& white photo. Only items 
for sale please. Perfect 
place to advertise a vehicle 
or camper for sale! The ad 
runs in the Lowell Buyer’s 
Guide & News, Hastings 
Reminder, Marshall Advi-
sor/Chronicle & Battle 
Creek Shopper News. Call 
897-9555, email: classi-
fieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com or stop by 105 N. 
Broadway for more info.
N E W S PA P E R  E N D 
ROLLS AVAILABLE AT 
THE BUYERS GUIDE - 
Many uses, table cover, 
art projects, packaging, 
etc. Usually $5-$10 each. 
Stop by & grab one today! 
105 N. Broadway.

card of 
thanks 

card of 
thanks

WE DO BUSINESS IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
FEDERAL FAIR HOUS-
ING LAW - Equal Housing 
Opportunity. It is illegal to 
discriminate against any 
person because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or na-
tional origin.. Anyone who 
feels he or she has been 
discriminated against may 
file a complaint of housing 
discrimination: 1-800-669-
9777 (toll free) 1-800-927-
9275 (TTY).

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3116 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. All 
Vets Coffee Hour the 3rd 
Thursday of each month 
at Keiser's. Bring a friend. 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.TFN EOW 

help wanted

for rent
WHEN  IN  AN  ACCIDENT 
- YOU  CAN  CHOOSE   
WHO TOWS YOUR VE-
HICLE - Request J&K 
Roadwide Service, 616-
690-0983.  
SCANNING SERVICE - 
Do you need something 
scanned & emailed? The 
Buyers Guide/Lowell Led-
ger now offers this service!  
Mon. - Thurs., 8 - 5 p.m. & 
Fri., 8 -noon. Ph. 897-9555 
with any questions. 
TWO BROTHERS AUTO 
SERVICE - 5400 Ivan 
Rd., Saranac, 616-642-
9180. 30 years experience, 
state certified, licensed & 
insured. Hours Monday - 
Friday 8 am - 5 pm. Dave 
Traver head mechanic. 
NOREEN K. MYERS, AT-
TORNEY AT LAW - Com-
passionate, experienced, 
effective legal representa-
tion. Specialties include: 
wills & trusts, work related 
injuries, employment dis-
crimination. 307 E. Main, 
Lowell, 897-5460.
PROFESSIONAL TREE 
CLIMBER - Needs work. 
Call Dan, 616-970-3832.

services

misc.
 NEED AN AL-ANON 
MEETING? -  Al-Anon is 
a fellowship of families 
and friends of alcoholics. 
Join us Sunday-Saturday 
at 10:30 AM and 7 PM 
on Zoom. Come learn 
the Steps, Traditions & 
Concepts of living and 
coping, in Serenity, with 
alcoholism. There are no 
dues or fees for Al-Anon. 
For Zoom meeting ID & 
Password, please call Joy 
at 616-901-7779.
T O P S  ( TA K E  O F F 
POUNDS SENSIBLY) 
WEEKLY MEETINGS - 
Tuesdays, 6:30 pm at 
Schneider Manor Com-
munity Room, 725 Bowes 
Rd., Lowell. Cost $32 per 
year and $5 per month…
start losing weight TODAY!
STOP LOSING YIELD 
to soybean white mold. 
Protection starts at less 
than $4/acre with Heads 
Up®Seed Treatment. 
P r o v e n  r e s u l t s  a t 
HeadsUpST.com/fall21 
Call Gary 517/930-5370

EMERGENCY ROAD 
SERVICE - Lowell & sur-
rounding areas. On road 
repairs. Rob’s Towing & 
Auto Salvage. “CHEAP 
HOOKER” 616-292-7649 
or 616-295-8820.
STUMP GRINDING - Call 
Dan for free estimates, 
616-970-3832. 
FREE AD! - Place & pay  for 
a classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger 
for 3 weeks & receive the 
4th week FREE! You must 
mention the special in order 
to receive this offer. Valid 
only with new classified 
ads, and must be paid for 
when ad is placed.  Call 
897-9555. 
CARPENTER WANTS 
JOBS, JOBS, JOBS - New 
homes, remodeling, ad-
ditions, flooring, siding, 
decks, kitchens, baths, 
plans drawn. Licensed 
since 1967. References. 
Mel Cooke, 676-9239. No 
Sunday calls please.

services

wanted
I WANT TO BUY - A re-
frigerator, stove, washer 
& dryer. Cash. 616-585-
1709. TFN

INSERTING CREW MEM-
BER NEEDED - Part-time 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday. Hours on Wed. & 
Thurs. are flexible after 
training, but Friday 8 am - 
noonish   is required. Hours 
vary depending on how 
many inserts we have. Du-
ties include: stuffing inserts 
into the Buyers Guide. You 
will be  standing for long 
periods of time & lifting upto 
25 lbs. frequently. Must be 
at least 18 years old. Stop 
by the Buyers Guide office 
to fill out an application. 105 
N. Broadway, Lowell. 
PART-TIME SALESPER-
SON NEEDED - to sell 
advertisiing in the greater 
Lowell area. Hours are 
flexible No Fridays or week-
ends! Apply at the Buyers 
Guide, 105 N. Broadway, 
Lowell or email your re-
sume to: displayads@
lowellbuyersguide.com
NEWSPAPER REPORT-
ER WANTED - The Lowell 
Ledger is looking for a 
news/feature reporter with 
strong writing skills and 
can meet a deadline. This 
is a stringer position, work 
from home & paid by the 
story. Please send writing 
samples and brief resume 
to: The Lowell Ledger, PO 
Box 128, Lowell, MI 49331 
or email: ledger@lowell 
buyersguide.com

THANK YOU! Our family 
can't thank the commu-
nity, friends, and family 
enough for the generosity 
and thoughtfulness during 
this heartbreaking time.  
We wish we could person-
ally thank everyone for all 
the support, even those 
who have chosen to stay 
anonymous, we are truly 
blessed by all the kindness.  
We deeply appreciate all 
the prayers for Alyshia, 
Olivia, Joe, and the rest of 
our family. It will always be 
remembered. 

Love, 
The Peterson's 

and Reed's

Shipshape
Service
• UPS Shipping
• Prepaid Drop Off 
• Faxing
• Copies
• Laminating
• Printing
• Posters
• Banners
• Yard Signs

ewsGuide
B uyer’s

Nand
Bringing local information and news to: Lowell ~ Alto ~ Ada ~ Saranac ~ Clarksville ~ Grattan

105 N. Broadway, Lowell
897-9555
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SPORTS
Red Arrow

The Lowell boys cross-
country team concluded 
their season on a beautiful 
Saturday with a 19th-
place finish at the MHSAA 
Division 1 cross-country 
State Finals at Michigan 
International Speedway.

Cole Weston was the 
top-placed Red Arrow with 
55th position and a time of 
16.25. Sawyer Fowler was 

Boys cross-country team competes at state
next at 86th with a time of 
16.39. Keegan Cater was 
the third Arrow at 17.00, 
154th. Jackson Fowler 
and shoeless Ben Bromley 
completed the score 
with places of 110th and 
173rd at 17.04 and 17.12 
respectively. Rounding out 
the varsity team were Levi 
Mills, 185th, 17.17 and 
Alex Weber, 238th, 18.14.

Pictured right, the Lowell boys cross-
country team at the starting line of the 
Division 1 State Finals held last Saturday at 
MIS.

The best weather in 
the past decade is the way 
that most coaches and 
officials described the 
Division 1 State meet held 
at Michigan International 
Speedway last Saturday. 
The great conditions helped 
lead to some great times 
throughout the day and the 
pair of Lowell runners were 
no exception as they threw 
down a pair of great races to 
start the day.

Annika Sandman took 

Lady harriers earn All State Honors
advantage of last year’s 
state meet experience and 
clocked a 18:21 which was 
good enough for 18th place 
and All-State recognition.

Katrina Sandman was 
not to be outdone as she ran 
a 15 second personal record 
time of 19:17 which placed 
73rd out of the 267 entries.

 The Sandman sisters 
also get it done in the 
classroom - their finishes, 
along with their GPA, 
earned them Academic All-
State honors.

Pictured left, Annika Sandman (in the 
middle) received her 18th place medal at  
Division 1 State Finals held last Saturday at 
MIS.

- CROSS-COUNTRY

by Justin Scott
sports reporter

The Lowell High 
School equestrian team 
concluded their season last 
month at Midland in the 
Michigan Interscholastic 
Horsemanship Association 
state finals. The meet 
took place October 13 
through 17 and has been a 
familiar landing spot for 
the program over the past 
several decades since the 
program's creation in the 
1980s.

This year's team 
consisted of senior Eliot 
Raimer, senior Emily 
German, junior Alyssa 
Woern, junior Delaney 
Huizinga, sophomore Rylee 
Nichols, freshman Natalie 

Equestrian earns third place finish in 2021
Bray and freshman Paige 
Kreps.

Lowell took part in 
the Division B part of the 
competition along with 
Bridgman, Zeeland West, 
Ann Arbor Father Gabriel 
Richard, Lakeland, Oxford, 
Fremont, Montague, Bay 
City Western and Clare. 
In equestrian, divisions 
are based on team size not 
school size. LHS finished in 
third place with 284 points 
behind second place Bay 
City Western (317) and 
champion Clare (382).

"The team did an 
excellent job this year. 
We had a couple newbies 
this year, so it was fun 
to have them and watch 
them compete all week. 

We moved up a division 
this year to the B division, 
and there was not a lack of 
competition. Classes varied 
from about 25-35 riders so 
placing in a class is super 
exciting," Coach Emma 
Hancock said of the team's 
performance this season.

Lowell most recently 
won an equestrian state 
championship in 2019.

"Our weekend highlight 
would have to be the last 
class on Sunday, which is 
the two-man relay. Alyssa 
Woern and Emily German 
competed in this class 
together and the object of 
this class is to have one rider 
at each end of the arena, 
then one of them takes off 
towards the other with a 

baton and just like any relay, 
you have to hand off the 
baton to the other rider and 
they must run back down to 
the other end of the arena. 
They won this class with the 
fastest time of the day with a 
9.875 second run," Hancock 
said.

The competition is one 
of the few in the state that 
lasts multiple days. Many 
state finals utilize a format 
with a team portion in day 
one, and an individual 
portion in day two, but none 
have four straight days of 
competition like equestrian. 
Being across the state, that 
means student-athletes 
and parents need to find 
accommodations, making it 
a competition like no other 

in Michigan.
"Classes start at 8 am 

so the riders who are in 
the first class must arrive 
no later than 7 am in order 
to get their horse ready 
and get themselves ready. 
Those who do not show in 
the morning classes must 
be at the barn by 8 am to 
feed their horse and cheer 
on their teammates. The 
rest of the day is followed 
by a lot of waiting. We 
have orders posted telling 
us what order the riders 
will complete their patterns 
in, so we must be paying 
close attention because if 
you miss your order you 
will not be allowed to ride 
in that class and it will 
count as a disqualification. 

Once classes are over for 
the day, we go over the 
next day's patterns before 
the horses get tucked away 
for the night. Once we are 
done in the barn, most of 
the families camp, so we go 
hang out at the campsite for 
a little while until those who 
are not camping go back to 
their hotel for the night and 
then we do it all again the 
next day," Hancock said of a 
typical day at the state meet.

LHS was coached 
by Emma Hancock with 
Cathy Woern serving as an 
assistant coach. She doubled 
as a coach/mom and helped 
with a lot of the financial 
work for the team.

 - EQUESTRIAN TEAM
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>>> Gather more information about the product
>>> Have a more favorable opinon about the advertiser
>>> Visit advertiser’s website

THE TOP ACTIONS ARE >>>

All Together Now  As our nation looks to reopen, rebound and resurge, 
our advertising representatives are here to help your business. Hire us to help get your 
customers back and your employees ready. Nobody cares more about your success than we do. 

Nobody delivers a more engaged audience than we do. Our growth online, 
combined with print, is impressive as more readers turn to us for local news.

Newspapers are your best investment. 
We care about local.

NEWSPAPER POWER.
Print, Digital & Social Solutions for our advertisers.

Design by Metro Creative Graphics, Inc.
*Source: Coda Ventures Newspaper Ad Effectiveness Service

NEWSPAPER ADS  WORK.

7out
of10 newspaper readers who 

read an insurance ad took 
action after seeing the ad.*

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

The Michigan Council 
for Arts and Cultural 
Affairs made significant 
financial grants to several 
local organizations last 
week. LowellArts has 
received $93,000, the 
Lowell Area Historical 
Museum gets $16,250 and 
Lowell Area Schools shall 
receive $12,320.

Local organizations receive
arts/culture grants from state of Michigan

“It was wonderful news,” 
said museum executive 
director Lisa Plank. “We 
applied for this grant from 
the Michigan Council for 
Arts and Cultural Affairs 
and are very pleased to 
have their support. The 
grant funds will be used 
to help cover part of the 
costs of our educational 

programs, planned exhibits 
and public programs 
planned for 2022.”

“One of the grants is to 
LowellArts as a regional 
re-granter for eight 
counties in West Michigan. 
We have served in this 
position since 2012,” said 
LowellArts executive 
director Lorain Smalligan. 

“Aside from the $50,000 
LowellArts received to re-
grant, LowellArts received 
$22,000 to administer 
this grant program for 
the MCACA and also 
an additional $1,500 for 
organizational professional 
development. The other 
grant is an Operational 
Support grant that we have 
received every year from 
the MCACA.”

There were 507 
applicants for grants this 
year, and $10,739,823 
was approved, all to fund 
arts and culture projects in 
Michigan. MCACA used a 
peer review process over 
the course of 90 days of 
panel reviews to adjudicate 
the grant applications and 
make recommendations. 
The applications were 
adjudicated by more than 
150 peer reviewers during 
the open panel process, and 
nearly 500 members of the 
public attended the panels 
online.

“Michigan’s countless 
arts and cultural 
organizations make 
our communities more 
welcoming and vibrant 
places to live and 
contribute to our high 
quality of life,” Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer said in 
a press release. “The grants 
from the Michigan Council 
for Arts and Cultural 
Affairs grants provide 
access to arts and cultural 

programming in places 
and to people that may not 
have access without the 
work of incredible local 
organizations.”

“It is wonderful to 
see so many great grant 
applications,” said Alison 
Watson, director of 
MCACA. “Especially 
during these times, it is a 
strong affirmation that the 
field is still vibrant and 

the value of our programs 
is appreciated. We really 
credit Gov. Whitmer 
and the legislature for 
showing confidence in 
MCACA by supporting our 
appropriation.”

The Michigan Council 
for Arts and Cultural 
Affairs is dedicated 
to ensuring that every 
citizen and community in 
Michigan enjoy the civic, 

economic and educational 
benefits of arts and culture.

Grand Rapids-based 
West Michigan Center 
for Arts + Technology 
received grants for 
operational support, capital 
improvement, and new 
leaders, which all support 
WMCAT’s Arts + Tech 
programs.

“MCACA’s support of 
WMCAT’s Arts + Tech 
programming allows us 

to provide high-quality 
creative experiences for 
teens through funding for 
professionally-led studios, 
state-of-the-art equipment, 
and projects that elevate 
youth voice,” said West 
Michigan Center for Arts 
+ Technology director of 
arts and technology Casey 
Stratton. “We are grateful 
to live in a state that invests 
in equitable access to the 

arts as an integral part of 
community and culture.”

For a complete list 
of grant awards, visit 
michiganbusiness .org. 
To learn more about the 
Michigan Council for Arts 
and Cultural Affairs, visit 
michigan.gov/arts.

For more information 
about the LowellArts 
grants, visit lowellartsmi.
org/mcaca-minigrants.

Lowell Area Schools


