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Grocery stores around the world, including the Lowell Meijer,
(pictured here) are running out of staples such as toilet paper.
Especially toilet paper! People are stocking up on essentials
because they might be ordered to stay indoors for an extended
period of time.

Story on pages 2-3!

Marijuana
store opens

Lowell planning commission
tables fill ordinance after questions remain

by Cindy M. Cranmer
contributing reporter

Primary
election results

The Lowell Township
planning commission tabled
and will continue to review
the fill ordinance at a future
meeting in  April when
questions still remained after
a March 9 public hearing.

The ordinance would
classify exemptions, uses
and guidelines based on
property and project size.
The purpose of this is to
try and meet several needs
by regulating filling and
stockpiling activities. This
would lessen impacts to
existing drainage patterns
and land  topography,
monitor the amount and type
of fill being hauled into the
township, prevent hazardous
conditions, stop nuisances
from activities and prevent
conflicts related to future
developments, underground
utilities and residential uses.

Basically, the township
must come up with a fill
ordinance that will balance
the needs of businesses and
residents. Therefore, since
the fill ordinance covers
the entire township, it must
apply to other uses and

potential future issues. Most
of the recent issues relate to
businesses operated by John
Timpson, a long-time area
business owner.

About 24  individuals
attended the March 9
meeting,  which  lasted

approximately three hours.
Several residents stated their
concerns or voiced support
for the ordinance during the

public hearing.
Heidi Olesko, a resident
and committee member,

said multiple people had
concerns so she collected
some comments so the
planning commission would
not hear the same concerns
10 times

“  have been one
consistent voice representing
many in respect to Timpson
Transport  activities and
[their] effect on the ability to
enjoy a reasonable quality of
life for surrounding property
owners,” Olesko said. “I
requested to be part of the fill
ordinance committee.”

The fill ordinance
committee is compromised
of township board or

planning commission
members, township residents
and area residents who have
professional expertise in
excavating. Olesko stated
she is trying to have trust in
the township leadership as
the ordinance goes forward
with many things she does
not like, including Section
0.

“I refer to this as the ‘Oh
My God’ section of the
ordinance,” Olesko said.

Section O outlines that
any fill ordinance operation
or activity that exists as a
lawful nonconforming use
when the ordinance becomes
effective will have one year
to complete its activities
before it loses that lawful
nonconforming status. This
also applies if an operation
increases by more than 50
percent in size.

Much debate and
discussion occurred, dealing
with lawful nonconforming
uses. Some felt a current fill
operation would not follow
lawful nonconforming use,
but others stated it has not
been determined which

things are unlawful.

“I would put to you that
the people against this
Section O are wasting their
time opposing it,” Olesko
said. “It only applies to legal
fill operations.”

Olesko said that part of
her research when she was a
member of the fill ordinance
committee was to have
conversations with more
than seven municipalities
and a zoning and planning
consultant firm.

“They all [told] me filling
and dumping activity is
completely illegal according
to the documents I just gave
you,” Olesko said. “This
ordinance needs to pass
through to the board with
Section O in place for future
legal activities. Protect this
township. Follow the law.
Do what you know is right.”

Others questioned over-
regulation and how that
would impact the township
with the development of
ordinances for everything.

“Down the road, nobody
will be able to do anything,”
said resident Jerry Roth.

“I am taking an unusable
piece of property and it is
going to be a usable piece
of property,” John Timpson
said. “Clay is a very hard
product to get rid of. That is
what [ am taking in.”

John Timpson said that in
six decades with the family
business on that property,
they have not had an issue
for many years.

“There was never no
law being broken,” John
Timpson said. “Now, all of a
sudden, I keep hearing that I
am breaking the law. There is
no law written. I don’t know
that I have broken a law.”

Resident Mary Beth Reed
said the impact on residents
needs to be considered
and hoped the ordinance
would provide an element
of fairness for residents and
business owners.

“We came here
the peace, the quiet,
tranquility, the birds, the
animals, et cetera,” Reed
said. “There has to be a
limit somewhere. We have a

for
the

Ordinance, continued, page 7
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Coronavirus not in Lowell yet, but effects felt here

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Whateveryouwantto call it
- COVID-19, SARS-CoV-2,
2019 novel coronavirus or
severe acute respiratory
syndrome coronavirus 2 -
the coronavirus outbreak
has caused chaos around the
world.

The virus originated in
Wuhan, China and quickly
spread to Europe, the United
States and eventually West
Michigan. As of Monday,
March 16, there have been
five confirmed cases of the
disease in Kent County.

Countless events and
gatherings nationwide have
been canceled or postponed
due to the new concept of
“social distancing.” Stores
are running out of essential
items - especially toilet
paper for some reason - and
the number of customers
allowed into stores has been
severely limited.

Here in Lowell, city hall is
closed to visitors, restaurants
like Big Boiler Brewing,
Sneaker’s and Main Street
BBQ have announced they
are going take-out only,
comedian Ralph Harris’s
LaughFest show at Larkin’s
was canceled, Dery Physical
Therapy announced they’re
suspended all non-essential

appointments, all classes
and programs at the Lowell
YMCA have been canceled,
the Englehardt Library is
closed to patrons indefinitely

but the employees are
working a regular 9 to 5
schedule, parent/teacher

conferences were canceled
at Alto, Cherry Creek,
Murray Lake and Bushnell
Elementary Schools,
Creative Party Bug owner
Ashley Dunn donated some
of her homemade hand
sanitizer to the Green Acres
assisted living facility when
they were running low,
remaining performances of
the “Freaky Friday” musical
at Lowell High School
were  canceled, Lowell
Area Schools in general are
closed until April 13 and all
athletic-related activities are
indefinitely suspended, GED
and ESL classes at Alpha
Family Center are canceled
and their March 19 ladies
luncheon is postponed.

Main Street BBQ is
creating small food orders for
$2 to help parents feed their
kids while they are away
from school. According
to their Facebook post,
Keiser’s Kitchen was going
to provide free breakfast to

children, but they have since
closed. Now they will offer
take-out chicken strips, fish
and fries from 4 pm until 7
pm. Larkin’s is also offering
take-out meals during those
same hours and a limited
menu on Saturday and
Sunday from 9 am to 1 pm.

According to a Facebook
post on the district’s page,
Lowell Area Schools will
still feed area children
during the crisis: “Packaged
foods for breakfast and lunch
for all seven days of the
week will be available free
for pick up for youths 18 and
under. Students receiving
special education services
can receive meals up to age
26.”

Flat  River  Outreach
Ministries remains open,
including the food pantry
and “Lunch Buddies” during
spring break.

LowellArts canceled all
live events for 30 days, but
the art gallery will stay open.

“We will continue to keep
the gallery open and will
continue with our plans for
future events subject to the
conditions at that time,”

said LowellArts board chair
Gary Eldridge. “Our staff
and volunteers are making
sure that all precautions
are being taken including
disinfecting door knobs and
surfaces daily and providing
hand sanitizer in our open
spaces. We know that this
action places a financial and
emotional burden on the
many artists, performers,
and patrons who count on us
and we are exploring ways
to support them during this
time.”

The March 28 Lowell
Expo has been postponed due
to the outbreak. Interviewed
on Wednesday, March 11,
Lowell Area  Chamber
of Commerce executive
director Liz Baker said they
would go ahead with the
event as planned, but with
the addition of hand sanitizer
throughout the high school
and signs with various pro-
hygiene messages. The next
day, however, after a meeting
of the chamber board, Baker
announced the event was

postponed.
“The Lowell Area
Chamber of Commerce,
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AADDTO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Lowell Area Schools and
Betten Baker Automotive
have reached a determination
to postpone the 2020 Lowell
Expo,” Baker said. “We are
saddened, however, we feel
it necessary to take every
precaution to protect our
community members who
are most susceptible, such
as our elderly and those
with compromised immune
systems. Our primary focus
always is on the safety and
well-being of our business
and community members.
A reschedule date is yet
to be determined and that
information will be shared
with you soon.”

On Monday, March 16,
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
signed an executive
order temporarily closing
restaurants, cafes, coffee
houses, bars, taverns,
brewpubs, distilleries, clubs,
movie theaters, indoor and
outdoor performance venues,
gymnasiums, fitness centers,
recreation centers, indoor
sports  facilities, indoor
exercise facilities, exercise
studios, spas, and casinos
and limiting restaurants
to carry-out and delivery

orders.

“This  disease is a
challenge unlike any
we’ve experienced in our
lifetimes,” Gov. Whitmer
said. “Fighting it will
cause significant but

temporary changes to our
daily lives. By practicing
social distancing and taking
aggressive action now, the
state is working to mitigate
the spread of coronavirus so
we reduce the risk that our
health care system becomes
overwhelmed. This is about
saving lives. Michiganders
are tough and we are going
to get through this, but it will
require everyone doing their
part. That means making
smart choices and not putting
yourself or others at risk by
going out in public unless it
is absolutely necessary.”

To keep up with the latest
news and information about

coronavirus, visit one of
these websites:
Kent County: https://

www.accesskent.com/
Health/coronavirus.htm
Michigan:  https://www.
michigan.gov/Coronavirus
USA:  https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/
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The COVID-19 (corona-virus) is a rapidly-evolving
situation with cases now identified and numbers
growing in the State of Michigan. I want to assure you
that we are continuing to work with the Kent County
Health Department, the Michigan Department of
Education and the State of Michigan to help guide us
on the actions that we must take as a district. Those
actions started as helpful hygiene tips, limiting events
and group meeting sizes and now the closure of the
school district for the next three weeks.

Since Thursday night we have been working to
organize a safe orderly closure of buildings and
programs. The shutdown is leaving some of our most
vulnerable families in difficult situations. The district
has established food distribution for families in need of
assistance. The information below is an outline of the
program:

WHO

Youths 18 and under can receive meals. Students
receiving special education can receive meals up to
a age 26.

WHAT
Packaged foods for breakfast and lunch for all seven
days of the week available for pickup

WHERE
Alto Elementary parking lot
Impact Church parking lot

WHEN
Tuesdays (meals for three days)
Friday (meals for four days)

TIMES
11 am - 12 pm
6 pm- 7 pm

There will be no distribution during the scheduled
spring break. FROM’s lunch buddy program will be
available for the week of April 6.

During this school closure, we would like to
encourage students to play outside, to continue to read,
write and record observations about the world around
them. Below are links to resources you may want to
use with your child over this closure. If you do not have
access to the resources below, please do what you can
with reading and experiences.

There are MANY ways to facilitate learning at home
with your child, below are just a few of the many
possible methods. Please use what works best for your
family.

— Stories
— Photos

— Comments

— Information
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Local school district working to
make sure students stay safe and
don’t fall behind during crisis

* Play outside if parents say it’s ok

» Keep a journal

* Read a book

* Make scientific observations
While the Kent District Library will also be closed,
they do offer electronic books for checkout.

¢ Online Resources used In LAS Classrooms

AR - Accelerated Reader
* AR is usually locked for testing outside of the
school building. During this break, we have opened
up this resource for families. Students use their
regular username and password.
IXL
Math, Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies
* All students use their normal username and
password
» See graphic about IXL scores and how to choose
lessons
Reflex Math (mostly grades 2-5)
» Math students have been using Reflex Math in their
classrooms to practice math fluency skills.
* Class names usually follow this pattern = lastname
of teacher + las Example: Smithlas
* You can encourage your student to earn their “green
light”
Typing Pal (Grades 2 and up)
Lowell Area Schools has a resource called Typing Pal
which allows students to practice keyboarding skills.
This is designed for 2-8 students. All students have
accounts and the proper links can be found here

Additional On-line Resources:
Prodigy
e This is a math site that some teachers have used,

if your child enjoys this site, this is a great way to
practice math skills in a game format. Students use
the log in with Google option while logged into
their Lowell Education Accounts

Khan Academy

It truly is too early to tell how events such as the State
standardized testing program may be impacted. Many
of our typical spring activities may change with time.
While I know that this is a difficult time for many, it
is important to remember that some simple steps will
help slow the transmission of the virus and help keep
you healthy:
* Wash your hands often with soap and warm water
for 20 seconds. If not available, use hand sanitizer.
* Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with
unwashed hands.

we

.

* Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or upper

sleeve when coughing or sneezing.

* Avoid contact with people who are sick.

* If you are sick, stay home, and avoid contact with

others.

Please visitthe school website for the latestinformation
regarding the impact on schools by COVID-19. The
district will continue to keep parents and students
informed of any changes that we encounter.
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Making your

life easier at
SocialSecurity.Gov

We offer many
online  tools  and
services to save you
time. Here are five
that can make your life
easier:

Open your own
personal my Social
Security account, which
will enable you to
request a replacement
Social Security card,
verify your earnings,
get  future  benefit
estimates, obtain benefit
verification letters, and
more at Www.ssa.gov/
myaccount. We’ve
recently added some
new features like the
Retirement Calculator
to make doing business
with us easier than ever.

Need answers to
your Social Security-
related questions?
Visit our Frequently
Asked Questions page
at www.ssa.gov/faq.

(616) 940-8181
MarkJohnsonAgency.com

You can complete
and submit our
online application for
retirement benefits in
as little as 15 minutes at
www.ssa.gov/benefits/
retirement.

Access our
publications library
— we have online
booklets and pamphlets

(including audio
versions) on  key
subjects at www.ssa.
gov/pubs.

Check out our blog
for Social Security
news and updates:

Social Security Matters
at blog.ssa.gov.

Vonda Van Til is the
Public Affairs Specialist
for West Michigan.
You can write her
c/o  Social Security
Administration, 3045
Knapp NE, Grand

Rapids MI 49525 or via
email at vonda.vantil@
$sa.gov.
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Kristin Johnson-VanderBie & Mark Johnson
6151 28th St. SE, Ste. 10, Grand Rapids
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'FRY DADDY’S)

608 West Main Street
Lowell, Ml 49331

897-FISH

Fish, Shrimp, Wing
Dings, Chicken Strips

DAILY SPECIALS
Closed Sunday

[ Y & Monday
E

SHANE RISNER - 616-897-1080
email: risnersroofing@gmail.com
\  Website: risnersroofing.com

" BILL WHEELER |

Certified Public
Accountant

103 Riverside Dr.
Lowell, MI 49331
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. V< 897-7T711
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JERRY'S LAWN MAINTENANCE
& SNOWPLOWING =--

——

* Spring Clean-Up
* Lawn Mamtenance ,

Sty * Fertilizing & Bark

( of experience, insured,
referrals upon request

D

In Home Appliance Repau‘ =

/ —_—<
2 . Dryer Vent Cleaning ©

INSURED ¢ 20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
Washers * Dryers * Refrigerators

o
éRich’s Service Co.'\ 1\

Garbage Disposals * Stoves
* Dishwashers

RICH CURTIS * 897-5686

\ 209 E. Main St., Lowell Yy

Parts Stores

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC.

KIRK COLLINS, OWNER
1450 W. Main St., LoweII

=Bs (616) 897-9231

Hours Mon - Fri 8-7; Sat 8-5:30; Sun 9- SJ

TR cucan

HANSON
REAL ESTATE
GROUP

LLO I

(616)

()82 9225

¢ Lowell, Ada, Rockford &
Caledonia Specialists

* 30+ Years Selling and
Developing Real Estate
* Ask About Our New
2020 Developments
* Trade/Guaranteed Sales Program!

Call Now for a Free Market
Analysis on Your Property!

+ Heating & air-conditioning * Wall hung boilers & water heaters
* Geo Thermal systems * Radiant floor heat + Snow melt systems

“WWhole house generators * Duct work * Humidifiers B NATE S
SALES, SERVICE AND INSTALLATION, UPGRADES, NEW HOMES “» -

website
www.HeatingCoolingOnline.com

emai
info@HeatingCoolingOnline.com

YOURAD
HERE

CALL
897-9261
TO ADVERTISE

Support:the Local Businesses

Who Help Support. 1111

Ouwe Commuily!
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Results from March 10
primary election

Michiganders go with the safe candidate.

)

Vice President Joe Biden

Former vice president
Joe Biden handily won the
Tuesday, March 10 Michigan
primary election, and seems
to be on his way to the
Democratic nomination
for President of the United
States.

Michiganders decided
it was too risky to back
Sen. Bernie Sanders, a
Democratic Socialist whose
plans  would  instigate
drastic changes throughout
American culture, commerce
and industry.

In the city of Lowell,
there were 276 votes for
Sanders, 241 votes for
Biden, 232 votes for Donald
Trump, 35 votes for Michael
Bloomberg, 16 votes for
Pete Buttigieg, six votes
for Elizabeth Warren, three
votes for Amy Klobuchar,
two votes for Andrew Yang
and one each for Michael
Bennet, John Delaney, Tulsi
Gabbard and Marianne
Williamson. Five people
on the Democratic side and
18 on the Republican side
voted for “uncommitted.”
There were also three write-
in votes on the Republican
side in Lowell, but the names
submitted by these voters
were found to be invalid by
the city clerk.

In Lowell Township, there
were 477 votes for Trump,
469 votes for Biden, 341
votes for Sanders, 32 for

Bloomberg, 20 for Buttigieg,
16 for Warren, seven for
Gabbard, six votes for Bill
Weld, five for Klobuchar,
two votes for Joe Walsh,
three each for Bennet and
Cory Booker and one vote
each for Delaney, Yang and
Mark Sanford. Five on the
Democratic side and 25 on
the Republican side voted
“uncommitted.”

In Vergennes Township,
there were 377 votes for
Trump, 328 votes for Biden,
266 votes for Sanders, 25
votes for Bloomberg, 11
votes for Warren, nine votes
for Buttigieg, five votes
for Gabbard, four votes for
Klobuchar, three votes for
Walsh, two votes each for
Delaney and Sanford and
one vote for Yang. Four on
the Democratic side and 15
on the Republican side voted
“uncommitted.”

In Ada, there were 47,504
votes for Biden, 46,231
votes for Sanders, 38,191
votes for Trump, 3,640 votes
for Bloomberg, 1,757 votes
for Warren, 1,706 votes
for Buttigieg, 770 votes
for Klobuchar, 675 votes
for Gabbard, 618 votes for
Weld, 397 votes for Sanford,
340 votes for Walsh, 166
votes for Yang, 103 votes
for Tom Steyer, 77 votes
for Bennet, 45 votes for Joe
Sestak, 43 votes for Booker,

- =

MEETrPRESS

36 votes for Williamson, 31
votes for Delaney and 28
votes for Julian Castro. On
the Democratic side, Ada
had 864 “uncommitted”
votes and 31 write-ins; on
the Republican side they had
2,147 “uncommitted” and
116 write-ins.

In Bowne Township, there
were 402 votes for Trump,
152 votes for Biden, 137
votes for Sanders, 12 votes
for Bloomberg, 11 votes
for Buttigieg, six votes for
Warren, three votes for
Gabbard and one each for
Williamson and Yang. Three
on the Democratic side and
18 on the Republican side
voted “uncommitted.”

The Grattan Township
road  millage  proposal
was defeated, 544 “no”

votes to 493 “yes.” Also
in Grattan Township, there
were 470 votes for Trump,
287 votes for Biden, 194
votes for Sanders, 34 votes
for Bloomberg, 14 votes
for Warren, nine votes for
Buttigieg, seven votes for
Gabbard, four votes each for
Klobuchar and Weld, three
votes for Walsh, two votes
for Steyer and one each for
Sestak and Sanford. There
were three “uncommitted”
votes on the Republican side
and 21 on the Democratic
side, plus one write-in on the
Republican side.

Retired race car driver Andy Granatelli, born on March 18, 1923, pours
champagne over himself and others after Richard Petty drove his car to
victory in the 1973 Daytona 500. [photo by Steve Chawkins, AP]
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125 years ago
Lowell Ledger
March 22, 1895

Thomas Daniels of Keene lost his capacious
residence by fire last week Friday night. The old
people, who were sick with the grippe, were alone,
the young folks having gone out for the evening.
About 9:30, just as he was thinking of going to bed,
Mr. Daniels discovered fire in the post over the kitchen
or woodshed at some distance from the chimney. He
made futile efforts to drown the flames and when ten
of the neighbors arrived they set about removing the
furniture. This was accomplished in good shape, very
litle damage being done, and almost everything was
removed except the contents of the kitchen and cellar.
The latter was well stocked, containing 160 bushels of
potatoes and 20 bushels of apples. Some insurance
was carried by lonia Mutual.

Ada wants Grand Rapids to help her build a bridge
across Grand river. A bill was sent to Granam, at
Lansing, for building such a bridge and apportioning
the cost of the same to townships of Cannon, Grattan,
Vergennes and Grand Rapids. The representatives
from Grand Rapids and Senator Barnard absolutely
refuse to have anything to do with the measure,
arguing that their city has taxation enough of its own,
without reaching out for burdens for Ada’s benefit.

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
March 18, 1920

The Ypsilanti-Reed Furniture company, or lonia,
will establish a branch factory in Lowell, and will own
and occupy the brick factory, known as the Auto Body
building, according to an agreement entered into by
Fred Green, secretary-treasurer of the Ypsilanti-Reed
company, and Messrs A. G. and P. C. Peckham for the
Lowell Cutter company.

On a wager for a suit of clothes, Ruben Lee, of
Boston township, raised with his teeth a sack of
wheat weighing 161 pounds. Mr. Lee performed this
feat March 8 at the King Milling company’s elevator in
Lowell.

Delagates from 1,600,000 union railroad shopmen,
representing every railroad line in the country, are
in Washington demanding immediate strike action.
They declare some railroad companies already are
preparing to return to pre-war conditions in their
relations to the men. They voice strong resentment
against the president’s failure to give immediate relief
in their wage demands.

édger

75 years
The Lowell Ledger
March 22, 1945

B-5, C-5, E-1, and R-1 gasoline ration coupons and
all D Coupons that are not serially numbered will be
invalid for consumer use after March 31, 1945, the
Office of Price Administration announced today. At the
same time 1st quarter 1945 T coupons will expire for
use by commercial motor vehicle operators.

A plan of high finance which Paul Baxter, 24-year-
old Keene township man, who made his home with
Alfred Laux, and which Baxter is said to have thought
would work without being noticed, got him into deep
trouble at lonia, when the checks which he willingly
gave quickly led him into a cell. Baxter went to lonia
Mar. 12 and made a purchase of some goods and then
gave a check on the Lowell bank for $50, which was
made out to himself. When told that the amount of his
purchase came to more than the $50, Baxter promptly
produced another check in the amount of $200. Store
employee who saw the man write the second check,
quietly put in a call to the bank at Lowell and were
informed that they had no account with any man by the
name of Paul Baxter.

Mr. and Mrs. John Woodhead of Detroit, formerly of
Vergennes-tp., received word last week that their son,
Pfc. Thomas Woodhead, had arrived overseas, and
is somewhere in France. He says he’s well and O. K.
Thomas has been in the service 19 months. He has
always been a frequent summer visitor here with his
grandmother, Mrs. John DeVries.

50 years
The Lowell Ledger
March 19, 1970

A quarter-million dollar increase has pushed Lowell
Township over the $4,000,000 mark in assessed
valuations, Supervisor Elmer Smith reported today.
Smith said the past year gained substantially from
installation of the Cumberland Leisure Estates Mobile
Home Park and 10 new homes.

Police officials of Lowell and Kent County are
expected to seek extradition of a Peoria, lll. man
arrested earlier this week on a charge of issuing
fraudulent checks in the city amounting to $5,185. Held
in Peoria is Glenn Arthur Neal, 46, who was arrested
Monday in connection with the shooting death of a
Peoria woman. Neal was not charged in the shooting.

It's a good thing for Jenny that spring is at hand.
Jenny, the pet donkey of Margaret Milanowski, 18-year-
old Lowell High senior, is only alive and kicking today
because of quick-thinking Cascade Township firemen.

25 years
The Lowell Ledger
March 22, 1995

Lowell Charter Township’s on-going battle with
resident G. M. Ross took a turn in Ross’s direction
when Kent County Circuit Judge George Buth
ruled the township’s political sign ordinance was
unconstitutional.

The Lowell Charter Township Board hopes to enlist
the service of residents near Eastgate to help track
vandals who damaged a township pump station on
March 10.

Besides sharing the same birth date, the most
compelling trait which fraternal twins Kerry and Kevin
Nugent share may very well be their ability in taking
advantage of experiences available to them. “They
are a unique pair of twins,” Lowell FFA advisor Pete
Siler said. “They are both industrious, hard-working
and very organized. They are also unique in that if you
give them a job to do, it gets done. There’s no need to
check.”

Point

outdoors
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Spring brings a rush
of new opportunities to be
enjoyed when the weather
turns mild and summer is
not far off. Part of this new
beginning is the season for
planting and new growth.

A flower garden is an
attractive addition to the
landscape and  supports
pollinators such as bees and
birds. Planting a few flowers
is a rite of spring for many,
but some folks do extensive
research and spend hours
tending large remarkable
gardens.

For a variety of reasons,
home vegetable gardens are
not as common today as in
times past, although home
grown fruits and vegetables
are still a welcome addition
to the family dinner table.
Farm markets have filled
the gap, but for some doing
it yourself may be a viable
alternative.

At a time when our
culture draws us away from
the land, gardening can
provide a direct connection
with nature. One becomes
more aware of weather
conditions when frost and
rainfall affect plant growth.
Rodents and sometimes
bigger game like deer become
a concern for gardeners
protecting their crop. Closer
monitoring is required to
detect smaller game such as
insects. These challenges
may seem annoying, but it’s
at the same time an incentive

to be more aware of the
natural world.

There is work involved
with tending a garden. Many
who do grow things view the
process as therapeutic for a
more balanced life. We had
a big garden when our kids
were around. There were
more mouths to feed, but we
had more hands to share the
work. Gardening can provide
children with the opportunity
to relate to nature and learn
the value of productive work
and self-sufficiency. Both
of our children continue
to plant and tend backyard
gardens and have passed on
the interest and skills to our
grandchildren. Our daughter
has expanded into a serious
bee keeping hobby.

If the garden yields
more than just garden to
table production, preserving
produce for future meals
requires another set of skills.
Friends and co-workers will
ensure that no fresh fruits
or vegies will go to waste.
Sharing with others is always
appreciated.

Home gardens can be a
pot of tomato plants on the
deck or a large diversified
tilled plot. Regardless of
the level of participation,
gardening  provides an
activity which is interesting
and productive. Start small
and work up. This outdoor
adventure is just the other
side of your back door.

We love to hear from you!

The Lowell Ledger welcomes letters to the editor from
readers, but there are a few conditions that must be met

before they will be published.
The requirements are:

¢ All letters must be signed by the writer, with address
and phone number provided for verification. All that will be
printed is the writer’s name and community of residence.
We do not publish anonymous letters, and names will be
withheld at the editor’s discretion for compelling reasons

only.

¢ Letters that contain statements that are libelous or
slanderous will not be published.
¢ All letters are subject to editing for style, grammar

and sense.

¢ Letters that serve as testimonials for or criticisms of
businesses will not be accepted.

e Letters serving the function of “cards of thanks” will
not be accepted unless there is a compelling public interest,
which will be determined by the editor.

e Letters that include attacks of a personal nature will
not be published or will be edited heavily.

* “Crossfire” letters between the same two people on
one issue will be limited to one for each writer.

¢ In an effort to keep opinions varied, there is a limit of
one letter per person per month.

* We prefer letters to be printed legibly or typed,

double-spaced.
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METRO HEALTH

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN HEALTH

Johnathan G. Meier, D.O.

—

Laura E. Kass, PA-C

Wayne A. Christenson, D.O. Kaili M. Walker, PA-C

Tracy L. Lixie, D.O.

Alexandria Clum, PA-C
Catherine S. Smith, NP-C

With many of us
traveling south for Spring
Break in the next month
or two, we are already
purchasing sunscreen.
This may be a little more
confusing than in the past
with recent information in
the news. There are different
types of sunscreens, offering
both physical and chemical
sunscreen ingredients. Some
of the chemical ingredients
have recently come under
question for safety.

Physical  sunscreen
ingredients (including the
minerals titanium dioxide
and zinc oxide) block and
scatter the rays before they
penetrate your skin.

Chemical sunscreen
ingredients (like
oxybenzone, avobenzone,

and octisalate) absorb UV
rays before they can damage

your skin.
At this time, the FDA
has  requested  further

research on some of the
chemicals used in chemical

based sunscreens as
the absorption of these
ingredients into the body
supported the need for
additional safety data. These
chemicals have been used
in sunscreens for several
years. At this time, they do
not recommend avoiding
the use of the chemical
agents called into question.

If you prefer to use a
sunscreen that is generally
known to be safe at this
time, consider using a
physical sunscreen with
the ingredients of titanium
dioxide and zinc oxide.

Remember, it’s
recommended to use at least
SPF 30. It’s important to
apply 15-30 minutes before
sun exposure and reapply
every two hours, or right
after swimming or excessive
sweating. Apply at least one
ounce (about one shot glass)
to your entire body. If you
are traveling, enjoy your
spring vacations.

COPY SERVICE

Black & White and Color
Quick Service, Great Quality
uyers
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MARCH 18

Bruce  Phillips Jr,
Chase Treglia, Jim Hacker.

MARCH 19
Jeremy Barber, Terry
B. Abel, Kimberly Dixon,
Sean Ellison, Alberta Ryder.

MARCH 20
John Roudabush, Cody
Moore, Denise Fyan.

MARCH 21
Terry Raymor, Ardis
Barber, Molly Clark, Steve
Kovacs.

MARCH 23
Brian Gabrion, Richard
King, Brendan Lally, Caleb
Koeppel.

MARCH 24
Joe Vezino Jr., Candy
Speerstra, Angela Titcombe,
Marian Rutherford.

college news

More than 1,200 Grand
Valley State  University
students  participated in
commencement ceremonies
this past December at Van
Andel Arena in Grand
Rapids. A list of the names
of Grand Valley’s most
recent graduates follows.

Local students who
graduated at the conclusion
of the Fall 2019 semester
in December include: of
Ada: Philip G. Bennett,
BS; Cornelius W. Boerkoel,
BBA; Marshal J. Brummel,
BS; Mowgli J. Crosby,
BSE MSE; Marcus S.
Deja, MED; Zachary A.
Derylo, BBA; Molly C.
Dlugos, BA; Rachel M.
Fetterhoff, MS; Samantha

M. Gann, BSN; Salena L.
Gilson, BBA; Jenna K.
Harrison, BBA; Kadison
D. Mills, BS; Lucas A.
Posthuma, BBA; Claire V.
Shymanski, BS; and Dylan
J. VanderWeele, BBA; of
Alto: Holly A. Savage, BS;
Theodore J. Schultz, BS;
and Alexi L. Wolf, BS; of
Lowell: Adam J. Anderson,
BBA; Laurel A. Bronkella,
BS; Eric J. Gable, BA; Lora
J. Herweyer, BSN; Jane
E. Holshoe, BS; Bettina
L. Jones, MS; Mckenzie
K. Labron, BS; Megan
M. Rogers, MED; Karah
R. Smith, BSN; Andrew
P. Struckmeyer, BA; and
Rebecca R. Weaver, BBA.

Support:the Local Busing.s‘s_‘ef.
Who Help Support: 11111

Que Conmunaitty! FET 11

GALVARY CHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH

Pastor Ryan Landt
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml
Morning Worship
Sunday School.........

Evening Worship............ccccoce.. 6:00 PM
Nursery available at both services

OF LOWELL
897-7060

10:00 AM
11:20 AM

Barrier-Free

GOOD SHEPHERD

LUTHERAN CHURCH

103 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21
www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service............. Sunday - 10:30 AM
Sunday School 9:15 AM

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

St. Mary Catholic

Church
402 Amity Street + 616-897-9820
Website: www.stmarylowell.com

Weekend Masses: Sat 5 pm; Sun 10:30 am
Confession: Saturdays 3-4:30 pm

Prayer & Adoration: Wednesdays 8 am to 7 pm
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN TO ADULTS

Pastor Alyssa Anten
Worship Service - Sundays 10 am

Open & Affirming « LGBTQ+ Inclusive
616-897-5906

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
865 Lincoln Lake SE ¢ lowellucc.org

Open Table (No-cost meal) - Thursdays 5 - 7 pu

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF LOWELL
CHRIST-CENTERED, KINGDOM-FOCUSED HOMES

2275 West Main Street - (Barrier Free)
897-7168 « www.fbclowell.org
Pastor Jon Pickens « Lead Pastor
Pastor Andrew Bolkcom ¢ Pastor of Discipleship
Christi Swain  Director of Children's Ministries
SUNDAY WORSHIP....9:30 am (Nursery provided)
LIFE GROUPS.............c... 11:00 am (Nursery-Adult)
Awana (K-5 during school year) Wednesday, 6:15 pm

LOWELL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

discover. grow. share
621 E. Main Street

897-5938
www.lowellumc.com ¢ Barrier Free Entrance

WORSHIP
9 am - Traditional « 11 am - Contemporary
Kid's Crew 11:15 am
Sr. Pastor - Brad Brillhart
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At Your
Local
Library

Kent District Library closed to the
public due to COVID-19, but

online services continue
In response to COVID-19, Kent District Library is
taking several steps to protect our staff and the general
public — in particular the high-risk populations we serve and
the high-risk populations who work and volunteer for the
library.

In the interest of mitigating the impact of the virus,
the library is closed to public access. Programs, outreach
visits, bookmobile visits and book sales are cancelled. We
are planning to reopen when public schools reopen. At this
point, schools are planning to reopen Monday, April 6.

The situation will be closely monitored and we are
exploring alternate ways to continue providing service. For
updates, visit KDL.org/coronavirus and our social media
pages.

We will continue to communicate any further impacts
to the library system as a result of coronavirus. In the
meantime, the library continues to provide many digital
services available to you remotely and for free, such as
eBooks and eAudiobooks; streaming TV, movie and music
services; and digital subscriptions to newspapers and
magazines. These are all available online:

e Audiobooks, movies, music and more at KDL.org/
downloads

*  Magazines, databases and other online resources at
KDL.org/research

. Online reading clubs: Download the Beanstack
application for your smartphone (search for “Beanstack™ in
your online app store)

£T LI LR

You can contact library staff via online chat at KDL.org
or call 616.784.2007 for assistance.

NOTICE
BOWNE TOWNSHIP

CHANGE OF MEETING DATE

THE REGULAR MONTHLY MARCH
MEETING OF THE BOWNE TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF TRUSTEES WILL BE HELD ON
MARCH 30, 2020 AT 7:00 P.M.

(NO MTG. ON THE 16TH)

BOWNE TOWNSHIP BOARD
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Ordinance, continued

right as well. It is a kind of
balancing act here.”

Timpson stated moving
locations on his property this
year could lessen the sound
individuals are hearing.

“I think you are not going
to hear near the noise you
have heard in the past,” John
Timpson said.

Concerns were also raised
that an ordinance trying to
control one business is going
to impact everyone and how
the ordinance could impact
their projects.

“This is not a Timpson fill
ordinance,” Batchelor said.
“We are not here for the
Timpson matter, we are here
for a general ordinance.”

committee
Lowell

Greg Forde,
member and
Township resident,
suggested  revisions  be
“reasonable”  to  avoid
huge expenses for other
businesses in the township
that will be impacted.

“This ordinance
was written not for the
Timpsons but because of
the Timpsons,” Forde said.
“You cannot make a zoning
ordinance that impacts one
person in a township.”

Colleen Timpson stated
that a property conforming
six months ago will now be
nonconforming and subject
to regulations.

“We are going to be
overregulating  ourselves,”
Colleen  Timpson  said.
“Think about beyond us.”

“My business is going
to be impacted too,” said
an individual from Tip Top
Gravel.

“We are scaring people
right now and I hate scaring
people,” said  planning
commission member Scott
Edwards.

Carlton  Blough, who
serves on the township’s
board and planning
commission, questioned
whether there are other
fill operations currently in
Lowell Township.

édger

John Timpson replied
that the Kent County Road
Commission is filling “all
the time.”

Eventually, Colleen
Timpson proposed a
compromise of three years
to finish. She said she did not
like to have a definite time
to meet the needs of their
customers, but asked for
three years.

“I am putting a number on
it right here and right now,”
Colleen Timpson said. “I
just stood up here and gave
you a deadline. Here is a
compromise.”

The Timpsons’ attorney
suggested that while fill
operations have been tied to

other things in the past, they
are doing it as an end use of
the land.

The new fill ordinance
came out of the work put
in by a committee created
in  September 2019 by
the township board. The
committee was compromised
of board or planning
commission members,
Lowell Township residents
and area residents who had
professional expertise in
excavating.

The committee’s work was
sent to attorney Cliff Bloom,
and the township board
reviewed his  suggested
revisions in January, then

page 7

decided that it was a zoning
ordinance and referred it to
the planning commission for
further work and review.

David Simmonds,
planning commission chair,
acknowledged the amount
of work that many people,
including the committee, put
into the ordinance.

“Everyone has spent a
great deal of time on this,”
Simmonds said. “We are
here to gather public input
and move forward.”

The comments from
the public, the wording of
parts of the ordinance and
the planning commission’s
concerns resulted in the
decision to table the matter.

Gov. Whitmer expands unemployment benefits

Governor Gretchen
Whitmer signed Executive
Order 2020-10 to temporarily

expand eligibility  for
unemployment benefits.
This executive order is

effective immediately and
until Tuesday, April 14 at

11:59 pm.
Under the governor’s
order, unemployment

benefits would be extended
to:

e Workers who have
an unanticipated family care
responsibility, including
those who have childcare
responsibilities due to school
closures, or those who are
forced to care for loved ones
who become ill.

Workers who are
sick, quarantined, or
immunocompromised  and

who do not have access to
paid family and medical
leave or are laid off.

*  First responders in
the public health community
who become ill or are
quarantined due to exposure
to COVID-19.

“While we work together
to mitigate the spread of
coronavirus, we must do
everything we can to help
working  families,”  said
Governor Whitmer. “This
executive order will provide

immediate relief to those
who can’t go to work, and
who rely on their paycheck
to put food on the table
for themselves and their
families. I urge everyone to
make smart choices at this
time, and to do everything
in their power to keep
themselves and their loved
ones safe.”

“We know that many
families are and will
experience economic pain
as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic.,” said  Jeff
Donofrio, Director of the
Department of Labor and
Economic Opportunity. “Our
expansion of unemployment
and workers’ compensation
benefits is designed to help
provide emergency support
to  Michigan’s  working
families.”

The State is also seeking
solutions for self-employed
workers and independent
contractors who traditionally
do not have access to
unemployment insurance.

Access to benefits for
unemployed workers will
also be extended:

e Benefits will be
increased from 20 to 26
weeks.

* The application

eligibility period will be

increased from 14 to 28 days

e The  normal in-
person registration and work
search requirements will be

suspended.
Eligible employees should
apply for unemployment

benefits online at Michigan.
gov/UIA or 1-866-500-0017.
A factsheet on how to apply
for benefits can be found

here.
Under the order, an
employer or employing

unit must not be charged
for unemployment benefits
if their employees become
unemployed because of an

executive order requiring
them to close or limit
operations.

The order also expands the
State’s Work Share program.
Employers are encouraged
to implement the program
that permits employers
to maintain  operational
productivity during declines
in regular business activity
instead of laying off workers.
More information about
Work Share can be found
here.

Additional unemployment
resources for employees
can be found here and for
workers here.

Governor Whitmer is also
seeking additional solutions

COME SEE US AT FAMILY DENTISTRY OF LOWELL

AND LET YOUR SMILE SPEAK FOR YOU.

@Family Dcntistrg of Lowc"

147 North Center Street
616-897-4835

WWW. familydentistryoﬂowell .com

» Call for an appointment today.

for small businesses
impacted by COVID-19.
Earlier this month, Congress
passed  legislation  that
makes $1 billion available
to the U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA) to
provide low-interest loans
to small businesses, small

agricultural ~ cooperatives,
and nonprofits that have
suffered substantial

economic losses as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The governor has
informed SBA that she is
seeking an Economic Injury
Disaster Loan Declaration
for the state and has initiated
the process to receive the
declaration from SBA. Once
granted, small businesses in
qualifying areas will be able
to access low-interest loans
through the SBA. In the
interim, we are encouraging
small businesses that

could benefit from SBA
loans to start collecting the
information they’ll need to
complete and submit their
application. Examples of
information needed can be
found here. For additional
information or to obtain
help preparing the loan
application in advance of the
declaration, please contact
the Michigan SBA offices in
Detroit or Grand Rapids.
The governorhasrequested
that President Trump issue a
Major Disaster Declaration
so that Individual Assistance
and Disaster Unemployment
Assistance through FEMA
may be made available to

additional Michiganders
affected by the COVID-19
pandemic.

The Michigan Economic
Development Corporation’s
(MEDC) call center
stands support

ready to

businesses  looking  for
assistance through other
available state programs.

For more information, visit
MEDC’s website: www.
michiganbusiness.org or
call 888.522.0103. The
Michigan Small Business
Development Center can
also  provide resources
for small businesses
impacted by COVID-19.
Visit their website https://
sbdcmichigan.org/small-
business-covid19/ for
additional information.

The latest information is
available at Michigan.gov/
Coronavirus and CDC.gov/
Coronavirus.

For those who have
questions about the state’s
actions to mitigate the spread
of coronavirus, please call
the COVID-19 Hotline at
1-888-535-6136 between 8
am - 5 pm daily.

MAPLE RIDGE

MANOR

Assisted Living and Memory Care
“Together, Living Better”

www.MapleRidgeManor.com

Rachel: 989-903-5405

12020 Foreman St.
Lowell, Ml 49331

~



page 8

the

édger

wednesday * march 18 « 2020

Over 100 stand in line at opening of marijuana store

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Meds Café, the first
adult wuse recreational
marijuana store in Kent
County, opened at 4:20
pm on Friday, March 13.
It is located in the old
Family Video store at
1965 W. Main.

The  weather  was
partly cloudy, cold and
very windy. The line
outside the door grew
steadily throughout the
day, partially filling
the lawn in front of the
store. By the time the
doors opened there were
over 100 people waiting.
The crowd of marijuana
enthusiasts appeared to
be primarily composed
of white people in their
30s and older. Relatively
few minorities or young
people were observed,
and there were many
people who appeared to
be in their 60s and older.

While the customers
lined up outside in the
cold, the staff of more than
20 “budtenders” finished
stocking the shelves and
ran back and forth dealing
with numerous last minute
details.

“We feel like we’ve got
a really cool, solid crew
of people that are excited
to work in this industry,”
said store manager Kyle
Miller during a brief lull
in the rush.

Security was tight, there
were at least two guards
and, once they opened,
only a few people were
allowed in at a time.

“When they walk in the
front door, they will get
ID’d at the front window,”
Miller said. “The person
behind the counter will
verify they’re 21. We’ll
hold onto their ID and
serve them in order.
They’ll enter the back
once they’re called. When
it’s their turn, they’ll call
your name, you’ll come
in and retrieve your ID
at the register from the
budtender when you make
your purchases.”

Large glass jars lined
the shelves with the
16 different strains of
marijuana  that  were
available for sale.
Depending on the type
and quantity, prices for
a portion of “flower”

The first person to make a purchase on opening
day was Sidney Township resident David Overholt,
a long-time local marijuana activist.

=

A sample of the marijuana "flower" for sale at

the store on opening day.

ranged from $20 for one
gram of “value” bud
to $630 for one ounce
of “premium” reefer.
Pre-rolled joints were
$18 each, and they also
stocked  paraphernalia,
concentrates, vape
cartridges and different
types of edibles. The
maximum amount of
marijuana one can legally
purchase is two and a half
ounces.

“Off the top of my head,
we have many different
strains of flower, we
have several different
kinds of pre-rolls, various
kinds of edibles, dabs,
vape cartridges, plenty
of glass pipes, rolling
papers, rolling trays, dab
accessories,  containers
to hold products and a

variety of CBD products,”
Miller said.

For marijuana first-
timers or those who
haven’t indulged for a few
years, Miller suggested
starting slow with hemp,
a pre-rolled joint, a small
amount of flower or a
portion of an edible.

“If it’s your first time
ever or the first in many
years, | would recommend
just grabbing a pre-rolled
joint or maybe a device
to use if you’re not good
at rolling joints,” Miller
said. “I know that a lot
of people say they don’t
know how to roll because
it’s been many years. It can
be difficult, but once you
learn it’s not so difficult
anymore. But the pre-
rolls are definitely a great
option and the edibles are
as well. [We also have]
several different kinds of
hemp flower and hemp
pre-rolls. Both of those
are made locally in the
Grand Rapids area. Hemp
has less than .3 percent
THC, so it’s able to be
sold over the counter,
you can usually find it in

smoke shops in pre-rolled
form or in small bags. It
does provide a user with
a very small dose of THC,
but mainly it is for CBD
intake. To try smoking
anything for the first time
or the first time in many
years, or for people who
are not as experienced
with THC and who want
to try it, maybe [they
should] try a hemp pre-
roll.”

The first person make
a purchase on opening
day was David Overholt,
a  Sidney  Township
marijuana activist and
former medical marijuana
caregiver.

“The first purchase
is going to go to a
gentleman named David
Overholt, who is a
marijuana advocate from
the Sheridan/Stanton area
in Montcalm County,”
Miller said. “He is one
of the leaders of the West
Michigan Cannabis Guild,
which has been very active
with the opt-in ordinances
for both medical and
recreational in the city of
Grand Rapids, as well as
the cannabis industry in
general. He did a lot of
work for the Michigan
legalization campaign, to
get it onto the ballot and to
get it to the vote for people.
He is a true advocate and
a longtime warrior in this
area, so that’s why we
wanted to offer him that
opportunity.”

“I’'m excited as hell,
there is a big crowd out
front,” Overholt said.
“This has been a 12, 13
year journey. It’s great to
finally see all of that hard
work from everybody
come full circle and into
the light of reality. If
people like me weren’t
felons, would this be
here today? I don’t know,

Jars of marijuana, 16 different strains, were available for sale, in various
quantities and quality, ranging from $20 to $630.
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Over 100 stand in line at opening of marijuana store

A historic moment: the first customers entering the store at 4:20 pm.

Racks full of pre-rolled marijuana joints for sale, $18 each.

maybe. But somebody
had to do it, and there
were a few other people in
this state who have really
stuck their hearts out and
put their compassion into
this industry, I’'m not the
only one by any means.
This has been my passion

since 1 was at least 16
years old, and it ain’t a
pipe dream anymore, it’s
a pipe reality. At the end
of the day, the right thing
is the right thing. This is
for the greater good of
the community and the
greater good of all. I was

LEGAL NOTICE ——

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate

FILE NO. 20-207112-DE

Estate of Robert J.

Karston, Deceased.
Date of birth:
04/26/1938.

TO ALL CREDITORS:
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS: The
decedent, Robert J.
Karston, died on or
about 10/20/2019.

Creditors of the
decedent are notified
that all claims against
the estate will be
forever barred unless

presented to Tricia L.

Patterson / Michael
L. Karston, personal
representative, or to

both the probate court
at 927 Indian Lakes Rd.
/ 833 4th St. NW, Sparta
/ Grand Rapids and the
personal representative
within 4 months after
the date of publication
of this notice.

John T. Conroy
(P43709)

410 Bridge Street NW
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504
616-454-4119

Tricia L. Patterson
927 Indian Lakes Rd.
Sparta, Ml 49345
616-813-8918

Michael L. Karston

833 4th St. NW

Grand Rapids, Ml 49504
616-459-7366

just with a group at the
barbecue place, and all the
restaurants on Main St.
are packed. The leaders of
the city of Lowell made
the right choice.”
Fredrick

Miller,

{
{
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aka “The Stoner from
Michigan,” star of a viral
video and “Jimmy Kimmel
Live,” was on hand to
entertain the opening day
crowd. Miller said he was
only there for fun, he was
too broke to actually make
any purchases. Also, he’s
actually from Indiana.

“If you Google ‘stoner
from Michigan,” you’ll
find my videos right
there, my face is all over,”
Miller said. “It’s cool,
but pretty stupid. About a
month ago, the dispensary
in Niles was opening up.
When I was standing in
line I did an interview with
WSBT, which is South
Bend’s local news station.
I don’t know what I did,
but people really liked
the interview. Then like
a week later, somebody
posted it on Twitter, then
Jimmy Kimmel found it
and he liked it a lot so they
got ahold of me. I talked
to his producers and they
said they wanted to do
an interview with me and
Jimmy. I was just sitting
at home unemployed.
I didn’t really watch a
lot of Jimmy Kimmel
until about a month ago.
Turns out, he’s really
funny! Jimmy is just a

Q)ag T

comedian, so he brought
me on and more or less
made fun of me, but it’s
totally cool. You know,
he’s a stoner too! He
made fun of me because
I couldn’t remember my
Twitter handle. One of
the employees had to
explain it to me. He was
like, ‘Do you know how

many people are gonna
‘Um,
thousand?’
ten
like,

watch this?’ I said,
a hundred
He was like,
million.” 1

‘No,
was

‘Mmmmmm.....!"” But
so far it has been really
groovy, man.”

The store will be open
from 9 am until 9 pm
Monday through Saturday
and 10 am until 6 pm on
Sundays.

For more information
or to keep track of their
inventory, visit their
website, medscafe.com
send a message to info@
medscafe.com or find
them on social media.

Fredrick Miller, aka “The Stoner from Michigan,”
star of a viral video and Jimmy Kimmel Live, was
on hand to entertain the opening day crowd, but
he was too broke to actually buy anything.

w
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REAGAN
FAMILY
DENTISTRY

207 W. Main Street
Lowell, Michigan

JAMES E. REAGAN,

DDS

www.jamesreagondds.com

897-7189

Member of Michigan Dental Association

Since 1984
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LHS athletics impacted as
COVID-19 shuts down the sports world

by Justin Scott
contributing reporter

At 9 pm on Wednesday
night, the Utah Jazz were
about to host the Oklahoma
City Thunder. The teams
were out, ready to play.
Thousands of fans were in
attendance, when before
tip-off a Thunder trainer
sprinted from the locker
room to notify that Jazz big
man Rudy Gobert had tested
positive for coronavirus.
Even as the coronavirus
outbreak was declared a
pandemic earlier in the day,
it was that moment that was
the turning point for many
Americans. Within an hour
the NBA had suspended
their season and the dominos
began to fall around the
country. By Thursday,
every major sports league
in America had announced
the postponement, or
even  cancellations  of
their seasons including
the NHL, MLS, NCAA
Basketball Tournament,
Masters Tournament, and
the MLB’s ongoing spring
training.

The pandemic’s

implications on the sports
world were huge both

nationally and here in
Michigan.

The Michigan
High  School  Athletic
Association’s stance
changed drastically as

events unfolded last week.
Wednesday at 12 pm, all
events were on as scheduled.
Attendance restrictions were
in place Thursday morning,
and by Thursday afternoon
all events were postponed.
“By suspending all sports
activities for the next three
weeks, we are taking an
additional step to maintain
safety and minimize risk
first, and also keep a level
playing field for our schools
and teams during this time
of uncertainty,” MHSAA
Executive Director Mark
Uyl states.

In addition Michigan
Governor Gretchen
Whitmer ordered all K-12
schools to be closed through
at least April 6. This served a
potentially decisive blow to
the rest of the state’s athletic
tournaments, including the
MHSAA gymnastics state

finals, which Lowell was
slated to compete in last
Friday and Saturday.

“I feel so bad if this is
the way our season ends,
but I feel even worse for
seniors that this is the way
their career might end.
The majority of students
don’t continue sports after
high school and for those
students, I feel awful.
To make it to the final
competition of the season
and then have that cancelled
for reasons beyond all of
our control is just very
sad.” LHS Gymnastics head
coach Michele DeHaan told
us.

It isn’t only gymnastics
being affected.  Spring
sports can’t start, nor can
winter sports complete end-
of-year banquets.

In an announcement
distributed  through the
Lowell High  School’s
athletics ~ website  and
athletics  social  media
accounts, the school states
that  “Beginning  now
until further notice, all
athletic-related  activities
are suspended. This
includes games, practices,
scrimmages, banquets, team

“lédger
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Lowell’s Bob Perry Field will sit empty until further notice.

dinners, workouts, etc.
There is to be no face-to-
face player contact and no
use of athletic facilities by
coaches or players either
on-site or off-site. Player-
led workouts (“captains
practices”) of multiple
students is mnot allowed.
We  will  continuously

re-evaluate when more
information is made
available from the MHSAA,
the State of Michigan, Kent
ISD and Kent County
Health Department.”

The suspension of
athletic events, made in the
best interest of keeping the
public safe, is just part of a

worldwide effort to slow and
eventually stop COVID-19.
The good news is that the
situation could change in
the coming weeks and the
suspensions don’t mean
cancellations yet. Time will
tell just how big of an impact
this will have.

Douma earns honorable
mention all-state honors

by Justin Scott
contributing reporter

Lowell High School
junior  Austin  Douma
earned honorable mention
all-state  honors  from
the Michigan High
School Hockey Coaches’
Association for his part
in the Lowell Caledonia
hockey team’s season. The
forward was a key part of
the team’s season which
concluded with a 13-14
record. The team is young,
only graduating five seniors
from this year’s team and
finished fifth in the OK
conference’s  challenging
Baum division.

In the first

round of
Lowell beat Grand
Haven 3-0. Douma,
Nick Lockhart and Alex
Skibinski all scored
goals in the win with
Lockhart, Skibinski,
Ethan Riley and Owen
Carpenter all recording
assists.

The team’s season
concluded with a 2-1
loss to Traverse City
West in the regional
semifinals. TC West
eventually lost to
Reeths-Puffer in the
regional championship
game.

In addition to
earning honorable

regionals,

mention all-
state honors,
Douma  earned

all-conference
honors as well.

Lowell Caledonia’s Austin Douma against
FHNE earlier this year.

Esports team
doing well in
local tournaments

by Peter Kooi

The Lowell Esports
team, located at Lowell
High School, has been
around since February
of 2019. Esports is
an organized form of
competitive gaming.

Recently they have
been placing very well
in local tournaments
against several other high
schools in the area such
as East Grand Rapids,
East Kentwood, Sparta,
Catholic  Central, and
Godfrey-Lee. The Super
Smash Bros. Ultimate
team claimed a big win
over East Grand Rapids,
Catholic  Central, and
Godfrey-Lee at the Smash
Bros. Invitational held
at Lowell High School.
Devin  Nelson (LHS)
placed first, and Alex

Rummelt (LHS) placed
second against some
tough competition.

The Esports Fortnite
team has claimed big
wins over several other
schools. Logan Smith
(LHS), and Landon
Burgess (LMS) showed
up big at an Aquinas
College High School
Fortnite Invitational,
claiming first place over
the always-tough East
Grand Rapids duo, 39 to
34.

The Esports team
is currently looking for
sponsors to help fund
their efforts to purchase
equipment. If you are
interested, call Al Eckman
at  616-450-4332, or
email him at aeckman@
lowellschools.com
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Lowell baskethall season wrap up

by Justin Scott
contributing reporter

Both  of Lowell’s
basketball teams were able
to complete their seasons.
Normally, 100 percent of
schools in Michigan can say
that. This year, that wasn’t
the case.

With the MHSAA’s
suspension ~ of  winter
tournaments due to
the recent coronavirus

pandemic, there will be no
champion crowned in this
year’s MHSAA basketball
tournaments. Both Lowell
teams fell in their first
games in districts, prior to
the cancelation.

The ladies” season
concluded with an 8-13
record, after falling to FHC
in the first round of districts
45-38. The Red Arrows
put up an impressive fight
against the Rangers, who
finished the season 15-7.

Lexi Howell and

Aubreigh  Oswald  led
the team with 12 and 13
rebounds respectively.

Seniors Molly Frederickson
and Kyleigh Rau each
scored 11 points to lead
the way on the offensive
end. Frederickson earned
all-conference honors this
winter for the Lady Arrows.

After receiving a bye in
the district quarterfinals, the
boys team lost to Forest Hills
Northern to conclude their
season. The team put up a
strong effort on senior night
against Ottawa Hills, falling
in overtime by a score of 86-
84. It was the highest output
of the season for the Red
Arrows. The team finished
with a 4-17 record. Brett
Spanbauer, who will return
to the team next year for his
senior season, earned all-
conference honors for the
varsity boys team.
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Faith Stepek shakes hands with an FHC player as Lowell concluded their season with a loss to FHC.

Braiden Hamilton

by Justin Scott
contributing reporter

Lowell senior dual-
sport student-athlete Braiden
Hamilton announced his
commitment to  Olivet
College for soccer this past
weekend. He will officially
sign with the program in the
next few weeks. Hamilton
has participated in soccer
and basketball during his
time at Lowell and is a
member of the LHS Class
0f 2020.

“Hamilton’s work
rate, experience, and skill
made him a natural leader
and captain his senior
year. Olivet is getting a
tremendous student-athlete,
that will make an impact
the first day he steps on
campus.” Lowell varsity
boys soccer head coach Dan
Lipon told us.

During his senior soccer

commits to Olivet

season, Hamilton played
as a midfielder, captain,
and earned all-conference
honors. It also included
Hamilton’s favorite moment
playing for Lowell soccer,
which was scoring the
game-winning goal in the
2019 Pink Arrow game
against FHC. Hamilton
scored in the 72nd minute
on an assist by Ezra Stadt to
secure a 3-2 win.

Braiden Hamilton dribbles past a Rockford defender last fall.

“I went to one of
Olivet’s soccer camps in
the summer, had some good
visits there, and really liked
the coach,” Braiden said of
his commitment to Olivet.
The Comets went 4-12-1
last year and participates in
Division III of the NCAA in
the Michigan Intercollegiate
Athletic Association. They
compete with teams around

the Michigan area like Hope,
Calvin, Albion, Adrian, and
Alma.

The  boy’s  soccer
team finished with a 9-7-1
record last fall, earned team
academic all-state honors
from the MIHSSCA, and
will graduate 11 seniors in
2020 including Hamilton.
“My favorite part of playing

Deborah Wilks, Agent
11827 Fulton St E

Lowell, Ml 49331

Bus: 616-897-9237
dwilks@deborahwilks.com

1708167.1

soccer for LHS was playing
with my best friends and
working with our amazing
coaches,” Hamilton
concluded.

Here to help

you retire.

I'm not just here for
insurance. | can also help
you look at your retirement
goals and build a plan for
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

Here to help life go right.”

oo StateFarm’

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
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BRINKS
Buell E. Brinks, 74, of Lowell, passed
& away on Sunday, March 15, 2020. He was
‘—.& preceded in death by his brother, Bruce
== Brinks; brothers-in-law, Art Zaborski, Everett

Vandenboss, Fred Wright; sisters-in-law,
Lois Couwenhoven, Faye Sanderson. He is survived by
his wife, Gloria; children Dan (Karyn) Brinks, Ryan (Keli)
Brinks, Alison (Josh) Proctor; brothers, Bryan (Arla)
Brinks, Bill (Nadine)

Brinks; sister-in-law,
Linda (Jerry) Klein;
grandchildren, Baylee
(Cody) Oppewal,
Lennox Brinks,
Brodey Brinks,
Emma Proctor,
Aiden Proctor;
great-grandchildren,
Avery Oppewal,
Jax Oppewal;
brother-in-law, Mike
Couwenhoven, Dale
Sanderson,  Randy

(Kathy) Tacoma; sisters-in-law, Carole (Virgil) Bopp.
Marilyn Vandenboss, Sharon Wright. Buell graduated
from Michigan State University then was drafted into
the US Marines Corp, serving in the Vietnam War. He
was a teacher at Saranac Public Schools. After retiring
from teaching, he owned a small painting/construction
business and spent many winters in Florida. Visitation
will be Friday, March 20, 2020 at Roth-Gerst Chapel,
305 N. Hudson, Lowell from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. Private memorial services will be held
Saturday, March 21, 2020 at Calvary CRC, 1151 W
Main St, Lowell, Ml 49331. Rev. Ryan Landt officiating.
Interment Merriman Cemetery. Memorial contributions
may be made to Mission French Africa, 221 Ridgewood
Ave, SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546 or Flat River
Outreach Ministries, 11535 Fulton St E, Lowell Charter
Township, MI 49331.

ROTH

BGERST

www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

Science without religion
is lame, religion without

science is blind.
- Albert Einstein

. Plug Into the Power
7 of Newspaper

,4
Advertising

7

Want to give
, your business
»”" a powerful boost?
“Place your advertising
where it will be
seen and used.

% :

o Buyers Guide!”

49% of adults read
a newspaper on an
average day.

616-897-9555

lowellbuyersguide.com

Did you know 70
million people visited
a newspaper website
in the last 30 days?

“lédger

616-897-9261

ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com

()
105 N. Broadway 77% of readers acted

Lowell, Michigan

on a newspaper ad in
the last month.

* Statistics published by the Newspaper Association of America
from independent researchers.
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CONRAD

Ann Marie Conrad, 52, of Lowell, passed away
Wednesday, March 11, 2020. She was preceded in
death by her mother,
Bonnie Meehan & her
father, Larry Conrad.
She is survived by
her daughter, Brittany
(Corey Johnson)
Balyeat; brother,
Larry Conrad; sister
Tressa Conrad. Ann
really loved music, her
daughter and her cats.
Celebration of life will
be held by the family at
a later date. Memorial
contributions can be
made to Spectrum Health Hospice, 100 Michigan St
NE, Grand Rapids, Ml 49502.

ROTH

BGERST

www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

DOANE
IRENE M. DOANE
1931 - 2020
Irene May Doane was born on March 16, 1931, to
Laverne and Ethel (Labadie) Stull. Irene was raised
and attended school in the small village of Millet,
Michigan on the outskirts of Lansing. In her youth, she
was a daredevil and few things frightened her, except
water. She took swimming lessons as an adult and
was able to enjoy the beach with her children. Irene
loved to dance, whether it be social, tap or on her roller
skates. She was also a talented artist who enjoyed
painting and ceramics. Irene met her husband, John,
at the Methodist Church youth group. Their friendship
started in 8th grade when John bid on her boxed lunch
at the church social.
That relationship
continued until their
wedding day on July
3, 1948 and continued
for the next 68 years
of their marriage. For
the first six years of
their  life  together,
Irene and John lived
in a 16-foot camping
trailer, with two small
children, traveling
around the state of
Michigan as  John
pursued his career
with  the  Michigan
Department of Transportation. In 1954 they settled in
Lowell Township. Many times, Irene would say about
her home in Lowell, “that was the first house | lived
in that had running water”. Irene raised five children
and was a committed wife and hard-working mother
and homemaker. Irene and John enjoyed traveling
throughout the U.S. and Canada in during retirement
years. Irene was preceded in death by her husband,
John; a son, John; her parents, a brother, Richard Stull;
and a sister-in-law, Mary Lou Stull. Irene is survived
by her children, Vickie (Dennis) Drougel of Grandville,
Ann (Louis) Switlik of Kentwood, Jim (Linda) Doane
of Lowell, and Bill (Heather) Doane of Lowell; 14
grandchildren; and 11 great grandchildren. Private
family memorial services are being held. Those
wishing to express sympathy are welcomed to consider
a contribution in Irene’s memory to Faith Hospice,
8214 Pfeiffer Farms Dr., SW, Byron Center, Michigan
49305, faithhospicecare.org/donate, or The Cure
Starts Now, Pediatric Cancer Center, 10280 Chester
Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215, thesurestartsnow.
org/donate or Lowell Pink Arrow Pride, c/o Lowell
Community Wellness, P.O. Box 246, Lowell, Michigan
49331. For additional information, please contact
Verdun Family Funeral Home and Cremation Services
at (616) 794-1300 or verdunfh.com, who is caring for
the arrangements.
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GRUMMET
Donald James Grummet, 85, of Saranac,
passed away February 25, 2020. Donald
was a Veteran
of the Korean
War. He s
survived by his children,
Loretta Buckley of
Newaygo, Debra (Steve)
Hopkins of Howard City,
Donald (Janet) Grummet
of Howard City, and Terri
Erfourth of Howard City;
several grandchildren and
numerous  great-grand
children and great-great-
grandchildren. Graveside
services will be held July
11, 2020 at 2 pm at the New Cemetery in Saranac.

-

e

RYDER
Alice Louise Ryder, 84, of Lowell, passed away
Monday, March 9, 2020. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Rowland Samuel Ryder; brother, Robert
(Mary) Peterson; sisters, Doris (Mike) Ryan & Glennis
(Bob) Ryan. She is survived by her children, Alan &
Marcia; grandsons,
Seth & Ethan Ryder;
also, nieces, nephews,
& cousins. Mrs. Ryder
was a member of the
Eastern Star Lowell.
Funeral Services were
held last Friday, March
13th at 11 a.m. with

visitation one-hour
prior at the First United
Methodist Church of
Lowell, 621 E. Main.
Rev. Brad Brillhart
officiating. Interment
Bailey Cemetery.

Memorial Contributions may be made to Spectrum
Health Hospice, 100 Michigan St. NE, Grand Rapids,
MI 49503 or First United Methodist Church.

ROTH

BGERST

www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

YOUNG
Marceline G. Young, 92, of Lowell, passed away on
Thursday, March 12, 2020. She was preceded in death
by her husband, Hugh Young & her son, Michael Gnass.
She is survived by her children, David (Dianne) Gnass,
Gale Fonger, Deborah (Brent) Warren; brothers, Neal
Bennett & Robert

(Denise) Bennett;
sister, Connie
(Al) Crouse; 15

grandchildren; many
great-grandchildren
& great-great-
grandchildren;
along with several
nieces & nephews.
A former member
of The Eastern
Stars, Marcie was
artistic, enjoyed
music, but above
all was thankful for
her family and a
fun, good life. She
loved being with friends camping, snowmobiling and
spending her winters in Florida. Celebration of Life was
held Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at Noon at Roth-Gerst
Chapel, 305 N. Hudson, Lowell with visitation one-
hour prior. Interment Oakwood Cemetery. Memorial
contributions may be made to Flat River Outreach
Ministries, 11535 Fulton St E, Lowell Charter Township,
MI 49331 or a Charity of your choice.

ROTH

BGERST

www.gerstfuneralhomes.com
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.
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for sale

2004 DODGE DAKOTA
SLT - 86,000 miles, very
good condition, $5,900.
Call 616-648-8533.

EXCEPTIONALPERFOR-
MANCE AND VALUE - Re-
quires lesswood & provides
more heat. Central Boiler
certified Classic Edge OUT-
DOORWOOD FURNACE.
Call today! 616-554-8669.
SOS Property Maintenance
LLC, 6950 Hammond Ave,
Caledonia. We are your
local sales, service & parts
dealer!

NEWSPAPERENDROLLS
AVAILABLE AT THE BUY-
ERS GUIDE - Many uses,
table cover, art projects,
packaging, etc. Usually $3-
$5each. Stopby &grabone
today! 105 N. Broadway.

REACH OVER 100,000
AREA HOMES - with our
Marketplace! One call &
one payment, only $40!
Includes 20 words & 1 black
& white photo. Only items
for sale please. Perfect
place to advertise a vehicle
or camper for sale! The ad
runs in the Lowell Buyer’s
Guide & News, Hastings
Reminder, Marshall Advi-
sor/Chronicle & Battle
Creek Shopper News. Call
897-9555, email: classi-
fieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com or stop by 105 N.
Broadway for more info.

USED TIRES - Call with
size, 616-292-7649/616-
295-8820. Rob’s Auto -
thanks.m

FREEAD!-Place &pay for
a classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger
for 3 weeks & receive the
4th week FREE! You must
mention the specialin order
to receive this offer. Valid
only with new classified ads
& must be paid for when ad
is placed. Call 897-9555.

NEW DEADLINE FOR
ADVERTISMENTSINTHE
BUYER'S GUIDE & NEWS
- Ads must now be in by
noon on Thursday.

wanted

| WANT TO BUY - a re-
frigerator, stove, washer
& dryer. Have cash. Call
517-204-0600. =~

First

sheel
50¢ each

additional sheet

<]

“lédger
105 N. Broadway
897-9261

for rent

WE DO BUSINESS INAC-
CORDANCE WITH THE
FEDERALFAIRHOUSING
LAW - Equal Housing Op-
portunity. Itis illegal to dis-
criminate against any per-
son because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national
origin in the sale or rental
of housing or residential
lots; in the advertising the
sale or rental of housing,
in the financing of housing.
Anyone who feels he or
she hasbeendiscriminated
againstmay file acomplaint
of housing discrimination:
1-800-669-9777 (toll free)
1-800-927-9275 (TTY).

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on
Alden Nash, 1 mile
South of 196. Call for
specials 558-2900.

HALL FOR RENT - Lowell
Veteran's Center, 3116
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private,
great location & great rate!
www.VFW8303.0rg. All
Vets Coffee Hour the 3rd
Thursday of each month
at Keiser's. Bring a friend.
Call John at 299-0486 or
897-8303.TFNEOW

help wanted

TRAILER MECHANIC
WANTED - Position avail-
able for a trailer mechanic.
Job responsibilities in-
clude maintaining a fleet
of flatbed and dump trailers
by completing preventa-
tive maintenance require-
ments, aluminum & steel
welding & fabricating, paint
& electrical, and keeping
records. Candidate should
be capable of operating
various types of heavy
equipment. CDL not re-
quired. Some experience
or education required. 40
hrs/week plus overtime and
fullbenefits. Please applyin
person at Timpson Trans-
port; 3175 Segwun Ave.
Lowell, Ml 49331 Monday-
Friday from 8 am - 5 pm.
Or email resume to Info@
TimpsonTransport.com or
fax to 616-897-5905.

TRUCK DRIVERS WANT-
ED - Multiple positions
available for truck drivers.
Musthave ClassACDLand
clear driving record. Haul-
ing sand, topsoil and other
similar products. Lowboy,
dump, flatbed and heavy
equipment experience
preferred. Progressive pay
scale, bonuses, and full
benefits including health,
401k with match, and life
insurance. Dental & vision
also available. Apply in
person at Timpson Trans-
port; 3175 Segwun Ave.
Lowell, Ml 49331. Monday
- Friday 8 am - 5 pm. Or
email resume to Info@
TimpsonTransport.com or
fax to (616) 897-5905.

misc.

AFREEPRODUCTIONOF
CHARLOTTE’S WEB - by
the L.I.LN.K Homeschool
Group. Based on the book
by E.B. White, adapted by
Joseph Robinette. Friday,
March 20 at 7 pm at Alton
Bible Church.

DIRECTV - Switch and
Save! $39.99/month. Se-
lect All-Included Package.
155 Channels. 1000s of
Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD
DVR Upgrade. Premium
movie channels, FREE
for 3 mos! Call 1-855-293-
4417

services

BUSINESS CARDS - Be-
fore you order your cards
from somewhere else -
check our rates! Fast turn
around! Call Lowell Litho,
897-9261.

EMERGENCY ROAD
SERVICE - Lowell & sur-
rounding areas. On road
repairs. Rob’s Towing &
Auto Salvage. “CHEAP
HOOKER” 616-292-7649
or 616-295-8820.

services

NOREEN K. MYERS, AT-
TORNEY AT LAW - Com-
passionate, experienced,
effective legal representa-
tion. Specialties include:
wills & trusts, work related
injuries, employment dis-
crimination. 307 E. Main,
Lowell, 897-5460.

CLIMBER NEEDS WORK
- Call Dan, 616-970-3832.

TWO BROTHERS AUTO
SERVICE - 5400 lvan
Rd., Saranac, 616-642-
9180. 30 years experience,
state certified, licensed &
insured. Hours Monday -
Friday 8 am - 5 pm. Dave
Traver head mechanic.

PENDED OR REVOKED?
- Don’t get sucked into
$100-$300 evaluation
fees... NEVER charge
for your record evaluation
& consultation! Driver’s
license RESTORATION:
$3500 incl. all filing fees
AND FREE consultation
& evaluation of your case.
Have a question? Call At-
torney Martin Mead (616)
235-0330.

services

STUMP GRINDING - Call
Dan for free estimate, 616-
970-3832.

NEED A DUMPSTER? -
Dumpster rental, 10-20
yards. Mention this ad for
$10 to $20 off. Call or text
Doug for estimates at 616-
295-6640.

WORKWANTED - Double
D’s Tree & Handyman Ser-
vice. 40’ & 70’ bucket truck,
tree trimming & removal,
gutter cleaning, window
washing, power washing,
buildings, barns, homes,
decks, etc. Insured. Call
Dave Delinsky, 616-212-
3008. Free estimates.

WHENINANACCIDENT -
YOU CANCHOOSE WHO
TOWS YOUR VEHICLE
- Request J&K Roadwide
Service, 616-690-0983.
Towing, tire change, jump
starts, fuel delivery.

CARPENTER WANTS
JOBS, JOBS,JOBS-New
homes, remodeling, ad-
ditions, flooring, siding,
decks, kitchens, baths,
plans drawn. Licensed
since 1967. References.
Mel Cooke, 676-9239. No
Sunday calls please.

services

STICKNEY ROOFING - Li-
censed & insured, tearoffs
& new construction. Free
estimates. Call 897-4369
or cell, 616-293-9772.

UPS SHIPPING
COPY SERVICE,
(black & white & color!)
FAX SERVICE,
LAMINATING
PRINTING
BANNERS
POSTERS
& MUCH MORE
AVAILABLE AT THE
LOWELL LEDGER
BUYERS GUIDE
105 N. Broadway
HOURS
M-Th. 8-5 p.m.
Fri. 8-noon
Ph. 897-9261
email:
ledger@lowellbuyers
guide.com

_know we print:

17 ENVE
LETTERHEAD

BANNERS
~ BUSINESS

CARDS
BUSINESS FORMS

CALENDARS
BROGHURES
FLYERS

POSTERS

Did you

-
LOPES

Gall us for a quote today!
897-9261

LI TH®!

105 N. Broadway, Lowell
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2" trimester Lowell High School Honor Roll

Lowell High School has announced
the Honor Roll for the 2nd trimester —
2019-20 school year. 2nd trimester term
GPA must be a 3.000 or higher to qualify
based on final grades

9th Grade
Emily Ake
Jordan Alcala
Colin Baas
Ryan Baker
Gracie Bassett
Landon Battle
Hannah Bechill
Haylie Beers
Olivia Berg
Ian Berrington
Kayla Bibbler
Alexander Binns
Jace Blakely
Collin Blattner
Evan Blazo
Vivianne Bledsoe
Kyra Boersma
Brenden Brandt
Tristan Braun
Benjamin Bromley
Alonzo Bruinekool
Abbey Brummel
Colton Byrne
Katie Camphouse
Zachary Chambers
Alaina Clark
Eleanora Clark
Taylor Clark
Samantha Conrad
Carson Crace
Keara Crawford
Jacob Davidson
Leah Davidson
Patrick de Voest
Josalyn Deible
Aidan Dennings
Kelton DeVito
Maeve Dougherty
Dawson Douma
Gage Dutkiewicz
Reid Eldred
Brooke Ellsworth
Christopher Elwell
Drew Ferrill
Isabelle Field
Aidan Fitzpatrick
Sophia Flickinger
Isabela Force
Lucinda Foreman
Kyleigh Foss
Aidan Foster
David Foster
Noah Franz
Grant Gasper
Lillian Geelhoed
lan George
Ryan Goggins
Rebecca Gray
Kaden Gruizenga
Amelia Hancock
Tate Hare
Landon Hart
Summer Havey
Anthony Havlik
Mason Hesche
Abigail Hewitt
Kendra Hoffert
Lily Hornik
Grace Hough
Alexis Howell
Dawson Huhn
Case Huisman
Nolan Jannenga
Rylee Jannenga
Chloe Jones
Krista Jungblut
Ashlyn Karp
Gwendolyn Kinney
Josiah Kissinger
Jonah Kniss
William Kolp
Jason Korzen
Ethan Krieger
Makayla Kyes
Jaylin LaForce
Alexis Lamoreaux
Autumn Lamoreaux
Grace Larson
Rhyan LeBarre
Riley Lester
Megan Liddle
Hannah Liebig
Connor Lixie
Elly Looman
Easton Lyons
Keith MacDermaid
Murphy Malcolm

Ava Mallindine
Samuel Martin
Kaidance Martino
Alexander May
Gavin Mazarka
Emma McCormick
Augustus McDonald
Ivy McDonald
Janessa Mead

Jack Meier
Katelyn Meyers
Zoey Mierendorf
Avery Miles

Avery Miller
Conner Miller
Fayth Miller
Landon Miller
Levi Mills

Hayden Mitchell
McKenzie Munson
Bristol Nash
Gunnar Nelson
Aubriegh Oswald
Ryan Parsons
Michael Patrick
Caroline Peal
Lauren Pearson
Ayden Pellerito
Karina Peplinski
Elisha Peters
Jonah Phillips
Ramsey Ponchaud
Savannah Redumski
Ilana Rhodes
Easton Rich

Aidan Richardson
Dustin Richardson
Grace Richmond
Jack Rickert
Jazmin Rios Soriano
Addisen Rodriguez
Preston Rojas
Grayden Rooker
Hope Rummelt
Emma Sage
Annika Sandman
Katrina Sandman
Keira Sandman
Rhys Sandman
Anna Seddon
Nicholas Seddon
Allyson Seevers
Alanee Selover
Odin Sever

Julian Shafer
Ainslie Shelley
Gabryel Shepard
Dannion Simmet
Nolan Simmons
Steven Skinner
Cameron Sluss
Alyson Smith
Connor Smith
David Smith
Kaitlyn Smith
Andrew Snell
Kalea Sobie
Makayla Socall
Alyssa Spanbauer
Stephanie Spinella
Olivia Staley
Charles Steinebach
Hunter Stepanovich
Noah Sternisha
Trevor Stewart
Brady Strouse
Celso Tapia
Peyton Teachworth
Jacob Thomas
Wyatt Thompson
Kadence Tiede
Brooke Tindall
Kevin Topolinski
Kiera Troost

Kira VanGorp
Noah VanLaan
Alexandria VanTil
Grace VanTimmeren
Andrew Veldman
Vivian VerHulst
Henry Vredevelt
Mason Wade
Emmaline Wasciuk
Emma White
Courtney Witten
Luke Wolters
Gabrielle Yeary
Gavin Yonker

Jacob Zerilli

10th Grade
Elisa Alvarado
Mitchell Anderson
Ocean Angelo
Alyssa Atkins
Amber Backing
Kira Bailey-
Waldron

Norah Baker
Bryce Balabuch
Zachary Bannan
Paige Barnhart
January Basinger
Blake Bennett
Samantha Bennett
Kendra Berg
Alexis Berrington
Owen Blackport
Carter Blough
Hanna Bogoski
Sedona Bonter
Elyse Bosscher
Travis Boyd
Robert Brabant
Mariah Bracey
Eric Bryce
Hayden Burt
Kaylee Byrne
Cailey Calhoun
Jaxson Carlisle
Owen Carpenter
Tatum Chambers-

Lawrence
Elise Charron
Liva Clausen
Nathan Cleaver
William Compton
Carra Couturier
Madison Coviak
Jazlynn Cowling
Jacob Cremer
Emma Cross
Anne-Sophie

Curtius
Ella Cusack
Emma Dawson
Ella DeRuiter
Hanna DeVries
Aiden Dial
LeAnn Diestel
Anna Doyle
Brenden Duhr
Jared Elliott
Mackenzie Elve
Clara Eriksson
Savannah Escobedo
Joshua Fabis
Justus Farrell
Lani Fetterhoff
Connor Fitzpatrick
Evelyn Fleszar
Aden Folk
Greta Forward
Jackson Fowler
Sawyer Fowler
Carson Gaines
Winton Garrelts
Malia Garrison
Brooklyn Gavitt
Emily German
Jerald Gieske
Rosemary Goodwin
Shea Goodwin
Danton Goulet
Joseph Graham
Samantha Guinn
Leah Halstead
Lancdon Hamilton
Caleb Hasapis
Dethan Hawk
Zachary Hayes
Robert Hays
Louisa Hirsch
Alexis Hofmann
Taylor Holdridge
Dallas Hornik
Brynn Jackson
Jaymie Johnson
David Kaczanowski
Samuel Kaminski
Delaney Kelley
Tyler Kelley
Abigail Kenyon
Kayla Kermeen
Evan Klein
Brooke Knottnerus
Ty Knottnerus
Amber Koepsell
Lillian Kooistra
Brianna Laux
Madison Liley
James Link

Hayden Lowrie
Ella Luers
Charlotte Lyman
Jackson
MacNaughton
John McCarthy
Tiyler McClain
Makayla McCune
Canaan McKinney
Kaylee McLarty
Aidan McWayne
Mason Meadows
Benjamin Mika
Abigail Milley
Joshua Momany
Ramsy Mutschler
William Neeley
Branch Nietling
Morgan North
Kaden Northup
Kyra Northup
Melany Oiso
Lundy Olesko
Peter Ostrander
Maureen Paquette
Madalin Petersen
Tyler Peterson
Ethan Post
Noah Proctor
Eliot Raimer
Aubrey Rasch
Caleb Ray
Gina Redondo
Aumedes
Colton Ritchie
Carlee Rogers
Kadience Rogers
Dominick Ronchetti
Freja Roslund
Alexis Royer
Nathan Ryan
Dana Sanders
Jadan Sanders
Anna Beatriz
Sant’ana
Cierra Sayer
Emma Schmidt
Isabella Schmidt
Evyn Schneider
Emma Schulte
Evan Schulte
Noelle Schwarz
Andrew Serne
Emily Shay
Sara Simoes
Lucas Sloma
Evan Smith
Garrett Smith
Gage Snarski
Preston Sobeck
Jeselyn Spaulding
Kyler Spike
Savannah Steffen
Lara Steffens
Kelsey Stephens
Zachary Stevens
Haleigh Strouse
Emily Struckmeyer
Lauren Swain
Joseph Swanson
Brody Swift
Avery Szymanski
Leonardo Tavarone
Mia Tavarone
Moira Thayer
Kaitlynn Thompson
Olivia Torline
Justin Troost
Jennie Underwood
Samuel VandenHout
Bryson
VanderMeulen
Cole Vandervest
Haley VanGorp
Jordyn Vriesman
Alexander Weber
Kennedi Weed
Jonah Wegschaidler
Chase Weiss
Amelia Wells
Alexander Wenger
Cole Weston
Marissa Wever
Hunter Wieland
Shelby Wilcox
Ethan Willard
Allison Williams
Julia Wilterink
Logan Wurtz
Aaron Young
Michelle Zou

11th Grade

Raven Jake

Adamczak
Madison Alcala
Ruth Anderson
Lauren Austhof
Jacob Bauer
Joshua Beke
Ethan Bierlein
Kayla Boersen
Jacob Bonney
Benjermen Brandt
William Brandt
Casper Broene
Madison Brown
Kailyn Bruce
Dayle Brushaber
Addison Bruwer
Zachary Callihan
Michael Camphouse
Miya Cance
Jacob Chrisman
Nathaniel Clark
Cameron Comeaux
Caroline Cooper
Kristina

Dalessandro
Andrew Davis
Parker Davis
William de Voest
Doak Dean
Emalie DeBoer
Gavin DeKam
Evyn Dent
Mason DeRaad
Nathaniel Dewitt
Kaylee Diamond
Rohan Dixon
Samuel Dougherty
Austin Douma
Sean Edwards
Dorothy Estes
Olivia Ettinger
Melissa Field
Miranda Flier
William Forney
Jonathan Franz
Paige Frazer
Aurora Fredricks
Ashlyn Fryers
Andrew Fuss
Joelle Garcia
Aleiha Gates
Kayla Gauw
Erin Gibbons
Josiah Gissendanner
Bridget Gray
Hallie Greenop
McKenna Grody
Amber Grover
Averi Haas
Andrew Hackstedt
Amber Hadley
Lauren Haff
Hailey Halfmann
Emma Hall
Ethan Hall
Andrea Hardman
Travis Harvey
Dillon Hieshetter
Sierra Hieshetter
Hailee Hinerman
Kathryn Hock
Ethan Hoevenaar
Kara Hoffert
Emma Hollern
Sophie Hruska
Alexander Hudson
Tressa Huizinga
Sydney Hults
Nora Jannenga
Madison Johnson
Theresa Judd
Kira Jungblut
Alexis Kapcia
Caeden Kaufman
Gavin Kelly
Peter Kooi
Anthony Koster
Kari Kroll
Kelci Kurti
Abbie Ladner
Ryan Landgren
Mason LeBarre
Jacob Lee
Aubri Lemke
Rachel Leppert
Isis Lett
Kacey Leverence
Rachel Lezan
William Link
Samuel Lixie
Samantha

Lombardo

John Lothian
Grant Lupton
Phillip MacDermaid
Isabelle Magnanti
Kendra Martino
Kobie Mast
Matthew Mayhew
Marlie McDonald
Kathryn McDowell
Zeke McMeeken
Blake Mead
Joshua Meier
Brooke Meijer
Oscar Melby
Molly Meyers
Mackenzie Miller
Carissa Mitchell
Derek Mohr
Kassandra Morgan
Sydney Munson
Grace Nielsen
Ethan Nieuwkoop
Keegan Nugent
Noah Oswald
Amanda Oudbier
Emma Parsons
Cameron Pawloski
Ethan Pawloski
Emma Pearson
Alana Peters
Asher Peters
Tyler-Jacob Pett
Paige Phillips
Sophia Powell
Mallory Price
Skylie Raab
Alexander Reisbig
Jenna Reitsma
Brooke Rempalski
Evan Richter
Steven Rickert
Logan Rose
Izabel Rutz
Logan Ryan
Bradley Salgat
Hannah Schmidt
Jarod Schoenwandt
Ian Schwartz
Emma Seddon
Lexi Selover
Autumn Serylo
Carter Sherman
Ethan Shindorf
Luke Skinner
Alyssa Sloma
Christian Smith
Anna Snell
Brett Spanbauer
Sydney Spanbauer
Tyler Spinella
Abigail Stickney
Zeth Strejc
Ava Tavarone
Riley Taylor
Troy Taylor
Kyle Teachworth
Mason Thomas
Benjamin
Thompson
Samantha Todd
Kendal Topp
Julia Tuuri
Bradley
VandenHout
Hannah
VanDeWeert
Ryan Virsik
Madelyn Wester
Jillian Weston
Taylor White
Zachary White
Olivia Winn
Bailey Wolters
Logan Wood
William Wurtz
Chlorisa Young
Jona Young
Teryn Zandstra
Carolina Zook

12th Grade
Blaze Anes
Anderson Anschutz
Bradley Baas
Brandon Baker
Conner Balabuch
Grace Barber
Neely Bardwell
Justin Barnes
Noah Barnhart
Kathleen Basinger
Krin Beach
Emma Bennett
Marissa Berg

Jacquelyn Bileth
Jayleigh Bileth
Emma Blakie
Ryleigh Blough
Ashley Boehr
Austin Boone
Lauren Booth
Gabrielle Brace
Ricky Braman
Sarah Buckner
Mary Buechler
Zachary Cardis
Cameron Cheney
Caleb Clark
Collin Clark
Jacob Cleaver
Audrey Conrad
Jennifer Cooper
Lillian Cooper
Lucas Cossar
Savanah Crace
Madeline Culbertson
Danica Cupp
Jacob Cutler
Abigail Davis
Benjamin Davis
Mackenzie DeBold
Olivia DeCator
Logan DeKok
Olivia Dennie
Jaron DeVito
Hannah Diamond
Bernie Diekevers
Devin Dietz
Ellery Droog
Miles Droski
Delaney Duimstra
Brett Evink
Akalia Foreman
James Fotis
Aaron Fox
Ember Fox
Molly Frederickson
Aaron Fritsma
Riley Fuller
Anna Gaskin
Brock Gemmell
MaKenzie Givens
Sidney Gordon
Brayden Gould
Evan Groeneweg
Alexis Haines
Aubrie Halbert
Madison Halfmann
Braiden Hamilton
Zander Hamilton
Emma Hancock
Jenna Happie
Gabriel Hare
Ashlie Hathaway
Noah Hayden
Khloe Hayes
Roy Hoin
Iyleighsha Hopkins
Sophia Hornik
Jacob Hough
Craig Hudson
Logan Hudson
Jessica Hull
Elliana James
Dawson Jankowski
Willem Jewell
Adrienne Johnson
Katelyn Johnson
Jacob Kanoza
Addison Karp
Sophia Katsul
Collier Kaufman
Mya Kaywood
Aidan Kelley
Benjamin Kinnucan
Benjamin Klein
Alexander
Kleinedler
Connor Kleinedler
Kambry
Kloosterman
Kara Korcek
Nicholas Korhorn
Lucas Kramer
William Kuhns
Brianna Lachowski
Luke Landman
Tyler Lange
Keegan Laux
Grant LeBarre
Renee LeFebre
Phoebe Looman
Jenavieve Lyon
Luke Maksymetz
Karissa Mansfield
Natasha Marsh
Matthew Martin
William Martin

Jennifer Martinez
Nolan Mazarka
Grady McDonald
Abbigail McMillian
Mitchell McMillian
Grace McNaughton
Alyssa Melnik
Meghan Meyer
Alyssa Miles
Benjamin Miller
Jada Millhisler
Steven Moore
Graysen Nauta
Haley Nichols
lan O’Strander
Koby O’Strander
Zachary Oberlin
Emma Organek
Austin Pallottini
John Patrick
Brecken Pawloski
Brennan Pawloski
Dominik Peplinski
Seth Perez
Jenna Perry
Isiah Perysian
Samantha Peterson
Reina Placr
Alexander Pollock
Sierra Post
Grant Pratt
Julia Pytlik
Breyden Race
Gibson Raimer
Kaitlyn Rankin
Judi Reagan
Alexis Reedy
Madeline Revere
Logan Riffie
Elizabeth Rios
Soriano
Cade Rogers
Paige Romig
Taeghan Ronchetti
Abigail Sandborn
Kyla Sanders
Elianna Sandman
Lark Sawyer
ShiLeigh Shepard
John Sherman
Katelynn Sikkenga
Ryan Sikkenga
Tyler Sikkenga
Dylan Smit
Austin Smith
Nolan Smith
Mitchel Snarski
Cade Solomonson
Everardo Soriano
Lopez
Quan Sprague
Ezra Stadt
Donald Staley
Arianna Stedman
Shi Steinberg
Matthew Stephens
Madison Stevens
Hayden Stickney
Caleb Swart
Zachary Swart
Jared Sweet
Sebastian Szymanski
Isabelle Tackmann
Christian Teachworth
Cassandra Thomas
Matelyn Torline
Zachary Treadwell
Ethan VanDerWarf
Sean VanHeulen
Carson VanNoy
Carson VanVeelen
Malcolm Venema
Elizabeth Vredevelt
Jenner Willard
Zachary Williams
RaeAnne Woody
Skylar Young
Joshua Yowaish
Stephanie Zalis
Kaia Zimmerman
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FUN PAGE

Level: Intermediate

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1
through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You
can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes.
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the
puzzle!
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Puzzle solutions
on page 13

| am a movie director born in
Georgia on March 20, 1957. Shortly
after receiving a degree in film and
television from NYU, | made my
first feature film. | have since made
many thought-provoking

and celebrated films.
2977 aY1dS UAIMSUY
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards.

LAWN CARE CLOVER MOISTURE THATCH
WORD SEARCH CLUMPING MOwW TOOLS
COMPACTED NUTRIENTS VARIETY
ACIDIC CULTIVAR PESTS
AERATION DISEASES PLANT
ALKALINE GRASS RUNNERS
AMENDMENT GREEN SOIL
CLIPPINGS GROWTH SPREADER

WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to lawns & gardens.

RATAEES

sajelay -lomsuy

CLUES ACROSS 44. Open trough 15. Strongly alkaline solution
1. Currency of Guinea 45. The woman 17. Extreme scarcity of food
5. Avert something bad 48. Cools down 18. Dash
10. Sounds 50. Turkic language 21. Philly culinary specialty
12. Immediate dangers 52. Body part 23. Popular lager __ Adams
14. Legendary Tar Heels 53. Pulse steadily 24. Snitch

coach 55. Embedded computer 27. Trimmed
16. Californium hardware company 29. Greek god of desire

18. Work standards

56. Indicates shape

32. Take to the limit

government dept. (abbr.) 57. Thou (plural) 34. Cool!
19. Coastal Scottish town 58. Odd and remarkable 35. Sound mental health
20. Triangular lower back 63. An evening party 36. Native American group

bones

65. National capital of Zambia

39. Test for high schoolers

22. Trouble 66. Tantalizes 40. Rocky peak
23. Away to smile 67. Dark brown or black 43. Preferences
25. Something that is not what 44. Bother
it seems CLUES DOWN 46. Call attention to (slang)
26. Of she 1. Not naturally outgoing 47. Snake-like fish
27. Temporary living quarters 2. Exclamation of pain 49. Bulgarian capital
28. Bag-like structure in a 3. Polynesian garland of 51. Don't know when yet
plant or animal flowers 54. Italian Seaport
30. Indicates near 4. Surrounded by water 59. Brooklyn hoopster

31. Spiritual leader

5. Church towers

60. Where to bathe

33. Soup dish 6. Hot beverage 61. Equal, prefix

35. Philippine island 7. Body parts 62. Beverage container
37. No longer fashionable 8. Travel documents 64. Denotes openness
38. Peaks 9. Railway

40. Alabama football team
41. __ King Cole
42. Digital audiotape

10. Gradually wear away
11. Measuring instrument
13. Minor dust-ups
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Be counted! US Census Day is April 1
|—M\CH 1GA N_I

Everytenyears, residents
of the United States are
constitutionally  required
to participate in the census
- the national headcount.
At some point this month,
every Michigan household
will receive an invitation
from the US Census
Bureau to complete the
census. This year, it will
be possible to complete the
census online, by phone or
through the mail.

“Census numbers impact
everyone in our state,”
said Kerry Ebersole Singh,
executive director of the
Michigan Census. “They
affect every family, every
individual and every child.
They affect businesses and
local communities. Our
census count determines
funding for public safety,
including police and fire,
health care, education
and infrastructure, and
impacts other essential
services. Our census count
shapes our congressional
representation,  impacts
legislative districts and
much, much more. That’s
why we want everyone in

BE COUNTED

L 2020 g censys —

other programs, Michigan
received more than $2.3
billion for the WIC and
SNAP programs in 2016;
and hospitals and clinics
across Michigan received
nearly $13 billion in
Medicaid funding in 2016
to treat residents. All of
this funding was based
on the census count.
Michigan could also lose
a congressional seat and
see a reduction in electoral
college votes if the census

data is incomplete or
inaccurate.

“Accurate census
numbers  are  critical

because they determine
how much federal funding
is dispersed to states for

your information will not
be shared with anyone.”
The census form asks
questions about the number
of people that are living in
each household as of April
1, 2020, including their
name, age, gender, race,
ethnicity, date of birth,
relationship status, phone
number and whether the
home is owned or rented.
Information collected
through the census is
confidential and will not
be shared with anyone. It is
against the law for the US
Census Bureau to publicly
release responses in a
way that could identify an
individual or household.
By law, people’s responses

Michigan to say, ‘Count
me in.””
Demographic
information collected
by the census is used

to determine taxation,
federal educational
funding, health care, food
programs, infrastructure,
congressional
representation, federal
funding for local
communities, federal
funding for  essential

services and much more.
Approximately $30 billion
in federal funding and one
congressional seat are at
stake for Michigan. For
example, based on census
data, public schools across
Michigan received more
than $510 million in 2016
for education grants for
tutoring, textbooks and

public safety, schools,
housing,  health  care
and much more,” Singh
said. “The census plays
a significant role in the
future of our state, and our
goal is to raise awareness,
encourage  participation
and dispel any myths
to ensure everyone in
Michigan is  counted.
As census director, I’'m
working  to  address
several challenges and
myths about the census
to maximize participation
through a program we
are calling the Three C’s:
Convenient, Confidential
and Critical. Responding
to the census is convenient
and people can respond
by mail, phone or online.
The census is 100 percent
confidential and secure and

cannot be used against
them, the information
harvested can only be used
to produce statistics.
Representatives of the
US Census Bureau will
never ask for your full
social security number
or bank or credit card
account numbers, and they
will never ask for money,
donations or anything
related to a political party.
Every census worker will
have a photo ID badge
with a “Department of
Commerce”  watermark
and expiration date and a
laptop or bag with a “US
Census Bureau” logo.

“Research shows
low-income citizens,
communities of color,
rural communities,

young children and non-

citizens are especially
undercounted, and this is
something we are working
to change in Michigan,”
Singh said. “We will be
working with our nonprofit,
state and local government
partners to get our message
out and help ensure
everyone in Michigan is
counted. The Complete
Count  Committee, a
bipartisan group of
leaders who recognize
the importance of the
census, will be getting the
word out and reminding
residents, business
owners, employers and
community leaders about
the importance of being
counted.”

To ensure an accurate
count, people should count
themselves where they
live and sleep most of the
time. Only one person per
household needs to fill out
the census, but they must
count everybody in the
household. For example,
if six people are living in
the household on April 1,
2020, the person filling
out the form should count
all six people. If you
have children, including
newborns, who usually live
and sleep at your home, be
sure to count them. If they
split time evenly between
two households, count
them where they are on
April 1. If you recently
moved, count yourself at
your new address if you
moved in by April 1, 2020.
If you rent, count yourself
where you live. If you’re
a college student who
doesn’t live in a dorm,

count yourself at your off-
campus address. If you’re
a service member who
doesn’t live in military
barracks and you aren’t
deployed or stationed
outside the United States,
count yourself where you
live and sleep most of
the time. If you live in a

wednesday * march 18 « 2020

seniors and students, kids
and parents, businesses
and communities. Being
counted in the census is
as important as voting to
our democracy, and it is
part of our responsibility
as residents of the United
States.

“Census Day is April 1,
2020, and invitations to
respond will begin hitting
mailboxes on March 12,”
Singh said. “Our effort will
reach a large [area] and
we will develop materials
using multiple languages
to help decrease barriers to
completing the census. In
order to show our growth
and economic opportunity,
it will take participation
from all Michigan
residents, including

group living facility such
as college dorms, military
barracks, nursing homes,
group homes, shelters,
psychiatric facilities or
correctional facilities, a
representative from your
living facility will help
make sure you get counted.
If you live in another state
during winter but spend at
least 50 percent of your
time in Michigan, use your
Michigan address when
completing your census
form.

It is imperative that

everyone in Michigan be
counted, because census
numbers affect everyone -

Use a blue or black pen

Start here

neighbors, business
owners, employers and
community leaders to

make sure everyone is
counted.”

The first federal census
in the US took place in
1790, when the population
of the US was 3,929,326.
Secretary of State Thomas
Jefferson was in charge of
the first one, and there have
been 22 censuses since
then. The population count
of 308,745,538 from the
2010 census was the first
time the number exceed
300 million residents.



