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by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Last week the Lowell
Area Chamber of Commerce

announced the recipients
of this year’s Chamber
Awards. This year the

Person of the Year award
will go to Mark and Theresa
Mundt. The awards will
be presented during the
annual “Winter Gathering
of the Membership” dinner
banquet at The Fairway,
13955 Cascade Rd., at 6 pm
on Thursday, Feb. 20.

The Mundts moved to
Lowell from Union Pier,
just north of the Michigan/
Indiana border, in 1989.
Theresa worked as the
Lowell deputy clerk and
in various positions at city

hall for 15 years. Mark
was the superintendent
of Lowell’s wastewater

treatment plant and worked
there almost 30 years.
Together, the couple have
spent countless hundreds
of  hours  volunteering
for  organizations  and
participating in events such
as Flat River Outreach

Ministries, the  Lowell
Rotary, Christmas Through
Lowell, Cold Weather
Warriors and Pink Arrow
Pride.

“We’re very honored,

although we don’t really
feel comfortable being the
center of attention,” said
Mark Mundt. “It does feel
good, but that is not why
we volunteer. We’re just an
active part of the community,
like a lot of people are who
are making this a wonderful
town. We are just doing our
part.”

Theresa ~ Mundt  also
crafts quilts from outdated
Pink Arrow Pride t-shirts
and donates them to Helen
DeVos Children’s Hospital.

“We like to volunteer,”
said Theresa Mundt.
“Lowell is the place to be,
and we love being here.
It’s a great town. We dug
in immediately. Where we
were from was a resort town
where all the Chicago people
had  [summer]  houses.
We definitely like Lowell
better!”

In order to qualify for
the Chamber’s Person of
the Year award, one must
demonstrate the following
qualities:  “Over time,
the candidate has freely
donated considerable time
to the community, school
district, church or humanity;
the community is a better
place to live because of the
efforts of the candidate;
the candidate positively
promotes the community
in both word and action;
the candidate possesses
new and innovative ideas
that benefit the community
[and] the candidate cannot
be a Chamber board [or]
foundation board member at
the time of nomination.”

Past Persons of the Year
include Chris Van Antwerp,
King Doyle, Dr. Orville
McKay, Ivan Blough, George
and Dode Dey, Dr. Robert
Reagan, Al Eckman, Ray
Quada, Priscillia Lussmyer,
Jim Maatman, Bob Pfaller,
Jim Reagan, Marsha Wilcox,
John Timpson, Dr. Donald

www.thelowellledger.com

File photo of Mark and Theresa Mundt
volunteering at a Pink Arrow event.

Gerard, Dr. Roger LaWarre,
Bert Bleke, Judy Straub,
Luanne Kaeb, Jim Doyle,

Jim White, Kraig and Jody
Haybarker, Ray and Barbara

Mundts, continued, page 4
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AHA Auto Service Center owner Ryan
O'Connor in Lowell on Tuesday, Jan. 21.

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

A new mechanic’s shop,
the AHA Auto Service
Center, recently opened at
834 W. Main, the former
location of Ronda Auto. The
building has been vacant
since 2018. It’s a good time
to open a repair shop in
Lowell, some of the local
ones are scheduling days or
weeks ahead of time.

Describing  himself as
“self-motivated,” owner
Ryan O’Connor said he
grew restless as somebody
else’s employee and was
compelled to strike out on
his own and become his own
boss. He has been successful
enough at this to be able to
open AHA’s second location
right here in downtown
Lowell.

“When this building came
up as available I looked it
up, and M-21 gets 15,000
to 20,000 cars a day driving
by here,” O’Connor said.
“I already had a couple
certified technicians working
for me at the other location,
and I thought I could keep
them busier with automotive
repair over here.”

AHA is based in Ionia,
where O’Connor lives and
plans to maintain the original
location. O’Connor started
the company in 2016, and
said the original focus was
the repair and maintenance
of agricultural machines and
heavy equipment. He spent
several years training on and
working with machines for
John Deere.

“My  background is
in  agricultural  repair,’
O’Connor said. “The Ionia
location is going to be more
for the heavy equipment and
agricultural side of things.
Agriculture is really busy
in the spring and fall, but in
between is really hard unless
you have a wide customer
base. So I started working on
automobiles, and that’s how
we got started.”

He began leasing the
shop in October, but the
opening was delayed a bit
after O’Connor’s  house
burned down. He is currently
staying in a camper while
that situation is sorted out.

“We’ve just been dealing
with a lot of other things,”
O’Connor said. “It happened
Dec. 12, and it is what it is.
We were insured!”

O’Connor said his
grandparents were Lowell
natives, he has relatives in
town and he attended Lowell
High School for a brief
period.

“I’ve been in and around
Lowell my whole life and
I have a lot of friends who
live in Lowell,” O’Connor
said. “My parents have as
well. It is a growing town,
but there is a lot of room for
improvement. I think there’s
room for us and everybody

to prosper here, and grow.
Now my family can actually
start using me for a repair
facility!”

For more information or
for auto service, call 616-

902-2369 or 616-755-6914.

“When I got my first job,
my mom said that life is too
short to do something you
hate,” O’Connor said. “T’ve
always kind of stuck to that,
and I love what I do. I like
being able to provide for my
employees while providing a
service for the community.”

AUTO SERVICE

CENTER
616-755-6914
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Winter in the Saranac/LoweII State Game Area

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Even though it’s winter,
the Saranac/Lowell State
Game Area still sees plenty
of traffic and activity, mostly
from hunters and other
outdoor enthusiasts.

The Saranac/Lowell State
Game Area consists of 1,863
acres of untamed land in
Ionia and Kent Counties.
This land is untamed, but
the DNR maintains the
grasslands,  plants  and
shrubs, constructs brush
piles, maintains trees of
various types and sizes and
sometimes they even have
controlled burns and clear-
cutting of trees and plants.
Some of the trees on the land
include beech, oak, cherry,
crabapple, aspen, jack pine,

white cedar, and hemlock.

Hunters are the most
common visitors to the
Saranac/Lowell State Game
Area. It is currently legal
hunting season for a long
list of species - cottontail
rabbit, snowshoe hare, gray
squirrel, fox squirrel, red
squirrel, ground squirrel, elk,
opossum, porcupine, weasel,
skunk, woodchuck, feral
swine, feral pigeon, starling
and house sparrow - and
almost all of these can be
found in the Saranac/Lowell
State Game Area.

“People would not see
snowshoe hare or feral
pigeon,” said James Miller,
a wildlife biologist whose
work is based in the Flat

River Field Office of the
Michigan Department of
Natural ~ Resources.  “A
snowshoe’s range does not
come this far south. Feral
pigeons do not frequent
this area or others similar
to it, and most of those
populations will reside closer
to larger urban spans. Feral
swine are not common in
Michigan and we would like
to keep it that way. We have
not heard of a feral swine
in the area that the DNR is
aware of. If anyone was to
run into one, the DNR should
be notified immediately. The
only elk population we have
in Michigan is near Atlanta,
[in a place] called the Pigeon
River Area. Those animals
rarely leave that location
and it would be incredibly
unlikely  that  someone
would ever run into one
this far south. Little winter
maintenance is required for
these species. However, the
management we do for them
overall is best suited for this
time of year.”

One of the most common
forest management
techniques they use is the
timber sale.

“[Those] allow us to reset
the forest from a mature stand
that isn’t providing much
for wildlife and converts
it to an early successional
forest,” Miller said. “Early
successional forests provide
more food and cover for the
species listed above, as well
as many other non-game
species. We would also use
prescribed burns to maintain
our oak forests as well as
our grasslands. It has been
a while since the Saranac/
Lowell State Game Area has
seen a timber sale, prescribed
burn or other management

MAPLE RIDGE

MANOR

Assisted Living and Memory Care
“Together, Living Better” "

OPENING JULY, 2020!

Please contact us for information, tours and reservations.

effort. In recent years we
have done what we can to
keep the parking lots and
gun range cleaned up from
trash that people dump on
state land. We have recently
completed a compartment
review schedule that will
help our office do more
management across the
board for all of the eight State
Game Areas we manage.
Saranac/Lowell State Game
Area’s review will begin in
2021, and we will likely be
starting a timber sale that
year somewhere in the State
Game Area.”

None of the wildlife
conservation and habitat
management efforts in the
state of Michigan are paid
for with taxpayer funds.
Instead, money generated by
hunting and fishing licenses
is used for this, $61 million

in 2018. However, there are
a wide range of activities one
can pursue in the Saranac/
Lowell State Game Area that
do not involve blasting away
anything that moves.

“The Saranac/Lowell
State Game Area is managed
for wildlife wuse,” Miller
said. “This means only
activities that are compatible
with wildlife management
are permitted. State game
areas are funded by Pittman
Robertson Funds, which
are provided from the
purchase of hunting/fishing
license sales, weapon sales
and ammunition  sales.
Essentially, hunters fund
the area and they are our
most typical users. However,
anyone from the public is
welcome to hunt, fish, hike,
forage, bird watch, etc.
inside of the Saranac/Lowell

STATE OF MICHIGAN - DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

SARANAC-LOWELL
STATE GAME AREA

. -General Map -
lonia and Kent Counties

Area headquarters: Flat River DNR Wildlife Office
6640 Long Lake Road, Route 2, Belding, MI 48809 ; phone 616- 794-2658

State Game Area year-round,
as long as they are abiding by
hunting/fishing season rules,
as well as the State Game
Area rules. Motor vehicles
of any type, bicycling,
e-biking, snowmobiling
and horseback riding, are
just a few of the activities
prohibited inside of the
Saranac/Lowell State Game
Area. What makes it unique
compared to other State
Game Areas is a portion
of the North Country Trail
goes through it. Most State
Game Areas do not have
trail systems built into them
which, in many cases, can be
a good thing. However, the
hikers along this portion of
the trail are respectful of the
Saranac/Lowell State Game
Area and are advocates for
taking care of the land as a
whole.”
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Please help us wish her a
happy birthday with a call,
card or visit!

Birthday Celebration

_‘Q_d_‘ sun.,

Open House
February 2 « 2-4 pm
Green Acres Lowell
11530 Fulton St E

Thank-you Donna for
decades of service to

=
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www.MapleRidgeManor.com
Rachel: 989-903-5405

12020 Foreman St.
Lowell, Ml 49331 N

W

great organizations like the
Flat River Outreach Minis-
tries, Lowell Garden Club

and the Lowell Arts Council.
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Lowell Twp to have fill ordinance reviewed by commission

by Cindy M. Cranmer
contributing reporter

The Lowell  Charter
Township Board continues
to move forward on juggling
residents” concerns  with
businesses’ needs with the
development of a zoning
ordinance regulating fill use.

A committee was
created in September to
address concerns about fill
operations and developing
an ordinance to govern
properties throughout the
township when it comes to
fill. The fill ordinance related
to  businesses  primarily
operating by John Timpson,
a long-time area business
owner. The fill ordinance
covers the entire township,
though, and cannot be written
just to address concerns
related to operations at the
Timpson property.

The committee is
compromised of Board
or Planning Commission
members, Lowell Township
residents, and area residents
who  have  professional
expertise in  excavating.
The problem the Township
Board had with the original
ordinance as it was written is
that it would encompass all
property owners and not just
pertain to a current situation.

The results of the
committee’s work was sent
to Township Attorney Cliff
Bloom and the Township
Board spent Monday night
reviewing his  suggested
revisions. After considerable
discussion, the Township
Board decided to clarify
some items with the attorney
and have the Planning
Commission continue its
process.

The committee decided
it was a zoning ordinance,
and now the Planning
Commission is working on
the matter.

“We’re on the right path
and we’re moving forward,”
said David  Simmonds,
Lowell Charter Township
Planning Commission chair.
“We want to get this done as
expeditiously as possible.”

The attorney submitted
revisions to the board
late last week, including

cuts, additions and revised

wording. Trustees spent
time reviewing the proposed
revisions, questioning

what certain things meant
and whether other parts
were more restrictive than
proposed.

“I don’t think that was
our intent,” trustee Steve
VanderZiel said reading
one part that he felt was
more restrictive. “We need
to remember this is for the
entire township.”

He will contact Bloom to
discuss certain revisions,
then a version will be sent
to the Planning Commission.
The ordinance is looking
at classifying exemptions,
uses and guidelines based on
property and project size.

Trustees wanted to ensure
that residents would not need
to come to the board for
basic things and be forced
to endure extra expenses or
public hearings for projects
ranging from driveways to
plowing dirt around a garage.

The committee’s intent
was to allow the Planning
Commission to use some
discretion when considering
a project, as well as the type
of property and the areas
around the property.

“The smaller things we
wanted to be able to do [on
a] case-by-case situation,”
VanderZiel  said. “We
wanted latitude for the
Planning Commission to
move forward or back from
the lot line, not specific
requirements.”

Many concerns starting
the process in June stemmed
from the ongoing use of
the Timpson property for

their business needs. The
fourth-generation owned
and  operated  business

offers several services on
the property, including
hauling oversized loads and
transporting specialized
products, operating a fully
operational sand pit and
completing sand and topsoil
deliveries.

Nearby residential
residents have repeatedly
been at Township meetings

expressing they do not want
to impact businesses or
hinder progress, but there
has to be something done to
balance residential concerns.
They stated noise is coming
from all parts of the property,
not just the parts where
special use is allowed.

Area residents raised
concerns that it was not
always a consistent volume,
but the banging was very
loud. While special use
permits resolve a high
percentage of things already,
the committee looked at the
concerns of both businesses
and residents. Additionally,
the ordinance needs to
do more than cover one
property.

The ordinance’s purpose
was to try and meet several
needs by regulating filling
and stockpiling activities.
This would lessen impacts
to existing drainage patterns
and land topography,
monitor the amount and
type of fill being hauled
into the township, prevent
hazardous conditions, stop
nuisances from activities and
prevent conflict related to
future developments, future
underground public utilities,
and area residential uses.

Opposition to the current
wording of the attempt to
resolve issues has been
received from those working
in excavating and other
related businesses, those
who use Timpson’s property
to dump fill from projects,
several area residents and the
Board itself.

Fill  operations
happen anywhere in the
township now, and the
controls would be related
to other ordinances such as
location in wetlands or flood

could

plains.

Greg Forde, committee
member and Lowell
Township resident,

questioned  whether  the
revisions were reasonable in
outlining how people may
need to go back after a year
to meet certain criteria, and
said that would be a huge
expense. He questioned

COME SEE US AT FAMILY DENTISTRY OF LOWELL

AND LET YOUR SMILE SPEAK FOR YOU.

;‘;A.‘:.f‘f:amily Dcntistry of | owell

147 North Center Street
616-897-4835

WWW. familydentistryoﬂoweﬂ .com

- all for an appointment today.

whether the wording made
it a possibility that things in
progress would need to be
changed.

“How does anyone know if
they are complying or not if
we never had an ordinance,”
committee member Heidi
Olesko said. “If it is done
fairly, a year should allow
for the past”

Olesko felt that a year
would be enough time, but
others felt that some small
projects could be ongoing
for considerably longer.

“Cliff was trying to address
lawful, nonconforming
uses,” said trustee William
Thompson. The intent was
to allow for nonconforming
uses to be legal for one
year and then if it needed
expansions to go for a
review.

“Is one year reasonable,”
Thompson questioned. “Is
a 50 percent expansion
reasonable?”

Colleen Timpson said to
put her business aside and
to look at projects that take
years of work to get fill dirt.

“Please disregard what is
going on with us,” Timpson
said. “You don’t do this in
a year. Think about beyond
us.”

Timpson explained how
Lowell Township is full of
ravines, valleys, and ditches,
so getting fill dirt within
a year is not necessarily
reasonable.

VanderZiel said they are
looking at not eliminating
things after a year, but that
it just needs to be addressed.

Forde said that is where
his concern about the extra
expense comes in.

VanderZiel said he would
get clarification from Bloom
and the committee, and
take a revised copy to the
Planning Commission. “Let
them come back with what
they think is reasonable,”
VanderZiel said.

“Sometimes the bigger
guys don’t always consider
the impact on the smaller
guy,” said Township resident

MaryBeth Reed. “We’re
hoping for an element
of fairness with this

ordinance.”

Yep

December police incidents
and year-end totals

Lowell Police
Department made 28
arrests during the month
of  December.  These
arrests included two for
drunk driving, one alcohol
violation, two for drug
law violations, 11 for
outstanding warrants,
five for driving with a
suspended license and
seven that are described
in the police department’s
statistics as “other arrests.”

LPD also responded to
plenty of misdemeanors
during December. There
was one larceny call, one
dog/animal complaint, four
malicious destructions,
four disorderly conduct
calls and four assaults.
Lowell police issued 50
citations and notified three
residents about ordinance
violations. Out of 150
traffic stops in December,
they let 102 drivers go with
a warning.

Lowell police were
called to assist other law
enforcement agencies 21
times and called other

agencies for assistance 13
times in December. They
were called for assistance
by citizens and motorists
26 times.

Lowell police were
also dispatched to
seven accidents during
December, none with
injuries.

That all adds up to a
grand total of 238 arrests
in Lowell during 2019,
including 24 for alcohol
violations, nine drug law
violations, nine drunk
driving arrests, 21 for a
suspended license, 86 for
outstanding warrants and
73 uncategorized “other
arrests.” Additionally,
there were 84 assaults in
Lowell during 2019, plus
15 breaking and entering
complaints, 26 malicious
destruction incidents, 88
larcenies, 41 dog/animal
complaints and 52 calls for
disorderly conduct. Out of
1,429 traffic stops in 2019,
the LPD let 1,130 drivers
go with a warning and
issued 390 citations.
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'FRY DADDY’S)

608 West Main Street
Lowell, Ml 49331

897-FISH

Fish, Shrimp, Wing
Dings, Chicken Strips

DAILY SPECIALS
Closed Sunday
& Monday

SHANE RISNER - 616-897-1080
email: risnersroofing@gmail.com
\  Website: risnersroofing.com

" BILL WHEELER |

Certified Public
Accountant

103 Riverside Dr.
Lowell, MI 49331
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JERRY'S'LAWN MAINTENANCE
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& SNOWPLOWING

* Spring Clean-Up
* Lawn Maintenance

Over 25 g
S * Fertilizing & Bark

of experience, insured,
referrals upon request

616-822-4168

oy e U
/ Rich’s Serviee Co. '\ %
g In- Home Appllance Repalr

INSURED ¢ 20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
Washers °

Dryers * Refrigerators

Garbage Disposals * Stoves
* Dishwashers

RICH CURTIS * 897-5686

\ 209 E. Main St., Lowell Yy

[ Ny

Parts Stores

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC.

KIRK COLLINS, OWNER
1450 W. Main St., LoweII

=Bs (616) 897-9231

TR cucan

Hours Mon - Fri 8-7; Sat 8-5:30; Sun 9- 3J

HANSON

REAL ESTATE
GROUP

LO0IN

(616)

682 9225

* Lowell, Ada, Rockford & Caledonia
Specialists
* 30+ years Selling and
Developing Real Estate
* Ask about our new 2020
Lowell developments
* Trade/Guaranteed Sales program.

Call now for a Free Market Analysis
on your property!

+ Heating & air-conditioning * Wall hung boilers & water heaters
* Geo Thermal systems * Radiant floor heat + Snow melt systems

“WWhole house generators * Duct work * Humidifiers B NATE S
SALES, SERVICE AND INSTALLATION, UPGRADES, NEW HOMES “» -

website
www.HeatingCoolingOnline.com

e-mail
info@HeatingCoolingOnline.com

YOURAD
HERE

CALL
897-9261
TO ADVERTISE

Support:the Local Businesses

Who Help Support. 1111
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Mundts, continued

Zandstra, Marj Harding,
Betty Yeiter, John Stencel,
Dave and Jan Thompson,
Joy Smith, Perry and Teresa
Beachum, Noel Dean, Greg
Canfield, Rick Seese, Mike
Sprenger, Greg Pratt, Betsy
Davidson and Carol Briggs.

Brick Awards went to
Betten  Baker  Chrysler
Dodge Jeep Ram, Impact
Church, Key Heights and
Key Vista Communities,
King Milling, McDonald’s
and The Townhomes at
Two Rivers. Brick Awards
go to businesses that made
a “capital investment” in
themselves last year by
improving, remodeling or
rebuilding their facilities.
For example, Betten Baker
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
built a new showroom,
Impact Church built a

613: Eight-month-
old Constantine is
crowned as co-emperor
by his father Heraclius at
Constantinople.

1879: The Battle of
Isandlwana during the
Anglo/Zulu War results in
a British defeat. About 10
miles away, the Battle of
Rorke’s Drift results in a
British victory.

1890: The United Mine
Workers of America is

founded in Columbus,
OH.
1901: Edward VII is

Small businesses

gigantic new megachurch
and the McDonald’s
recently reopened after the
restaurant’s  interior was
gutted.

This year’s other Chamber
Awards went to River
Valley Credit Union for
the Business Appreciation
Award, Deirdre’s Cakes and
Bakes for Most Promising
New Business and Kent
County Youth Fair for Non-
Profit Spotlight.

Deirdre’s  Cakes  and
Bakes is a custom cake and
cookie business run out of a
home on Cumberland Ave.
Company owner Deirdre
Olszewski studied baking
at the Culinary Institute of
Michigan in  Muskegon.
They provide pastries for
weddings, celebrations,
birthday parties, graduation

parties and any other event
that requires a sweet,
homemade treat.

Kent County Youth Fair is
in the middle of moving their
operations from the middle
of downtown Lowell to a
golf course outside of town.
This project will require a lot
of cash, and the volunteers
for the non-profit have been
working very hard to raise
these funds.

The “Winter Gathering
of the Membership” is a
dinner event with a cash bar,
and it is open to the public.
Tickets are $50 each or $390
for a table of eight. To make
reservations, call the Lowell
Area Chamber of Commerce
at 616-897-9161 or register
online at discoverlowell.org.
They accept MasterCard,
Visa and Discover.

date in history...

proclaimed King after the
death of his mother, Queen
Victoria.

1917: President Woodrow
Wilson calls for “peace
without victory” in Europe.
The US is still officially
neutral at this point.

1943:  Australian  and
American  forces defeat
Japanese army and navy
units in the bitterly fought
Battle of Buna-Gona.

1946: Creation of the
Central Intelligence Group,
forerunner of the CIA.

1968: Apollo 5 lifts off

Social Security

According to the
u.s. Small Business
Administration, the 28.8
million small businesses in
the United States represent
99.7 percent of all U.S.
businesses, and employ 56.8
million people.

Running a small business
can be a 24-7 endeavor.
Managing employees,

inventory, scheduling,
services, and marketing can
be challenging. If you are
a small business owner or
you work for one, we can
help make your life easier
with our suite of services.
Our services allow you to
file W-2/W-2Cs online and
verify  your employees’
names and Social Security

NOTICE

Lowell Area
Recreation Authority

2020 Meeting Schedule

All meetings, unless otherwise noted, will be
held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month
at 6:00 pm at the Lowell City Hall, 2nd floor

conference room located at 301 East Main
Street, Lowell, M| 49331.

THE  LOWELL

AREA

RECREATION

AUTHORITY BOARD MEETINGS FOR 2020
ARE SCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS: January 8,
February 12, March 11, April 8, May 13, June
10, July 8, August 12, September 9, October
14, November 11, December 9

carrying the first Lunar
module into space.

1970: The Boeing 747,
the world’s first “jumbo
jet,” enters commercial
service with a maiden
voyage from New York to
London.

1973: The Supreme
Court delivers its decisions
in Roe v. Wade and Doe v.
Bolton, legalizing elective
abortion in all 50 states.

2002: Kmart becomes
the largest retailer in US
history to file for Chapter
11 bankruptcy protection.

and

numbers against our records.

If you run a business, make
us your first stop at www.
socialsecurity.gov/employer.
It will save you valuable time
when you need information

on W-2s, electronic filing,
and verifying Social
Security numbers. Small

business owners can also
take advantage of our
Business Services Online
at www.socialsecurity.gov/
bso/bsowelcome.htm.  You
must register to use this
free service, which also
offers fast, free, and secure
online W-2 filing options to
CPAs, enrolled agents, and
individuals who process
W-2s and W-2Cs.

This publication provides
more information about
electronic wage reporting
www.socialsecurity.gov/
pubs/EN-05-10034.pdf.

Vonda Van Til is the Public
Affairs Specialist for West
Michigan.  You can write
her c/o Social Security
Administration, 3045 Knapp
NE, Grand Rapids MI 49525
or via email at vonda.
vantil@ssa.gov.
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To the Editor,
Dear  Representative
Tom Albert, In reference

to the “Capitol Matters”
column in the Lowell Ledger
on December 25, 2019,
please stick to updating
your constituents on what’s
happening politically in
the 86th District, and save
your Christian ministry for
church.

If your message had
been a letter to the editor,
we wouldn’t have been
put off because we’d have
ignored it. But that was not
the case. Although raised
as Christians, we take
offense at the misuse of the
platform provided you as an

servant—to lecture your
constituents on the glories
of Christ and Christianity.
We’re sure all the atheists,
Buddhists, Muslims and
Jews in your district were
grateful you took 92 lines of
your column to extoll a faith
they don’t share. Since you
also so graciously defined
“Jesus” and “Christ” for
us, we’ll define “public”
for you: “of, relating to,
or affecting all the people
or the whole area of a
nation or state.” (Merriam-
Webster on-line dictionary,
definition 2a.)

You continue: “I do not
say all this in an attempt
to judge others or push a
certain faith on all . . . We

specifically prohibits
the people from being
subjugated into a belief
they do not want to follow,”
then spend the rest of the
column explaining that the
Biblical Christmas—the
one celebrating the birth
of Christ, in other words,
what Christians believe—
is the “much more fulfilling
version” of the season.
Your actions say to us
that your religious beliefs
and not your oath to the rule
of law drive your decision
making and, as your
constituents, that frightens
us. We are philosophically
miles apart, and yet,
whatever laws you pass
based on your religion will
apply to us. That is wrong.
We have no problem
with  someone  whose
religious beliefs guide their
personal life. And we prefer
laws made by just people.

édger

Point

doesn’t mean you’re a just
person. In fact, addressing
an entire column to only the
Christians in your district
tells us they are the only
constituents you’re listening
to while ignoring those
whose beliefs differ from
yours. That’s not justice,
that’s bias. Non-Christians
share the same rights under
the law as Christians do.
To that end, lawmakers are
Constitutionally mandated
to assure the laws they pass
don’t favor any religious
group over another or over
non-believers. Do better to
be fair to everyone you were
elected to serve.
Sincerely,
Indivisible Lowell
Members
(Facilitators for
Indivisible Lowell are:
Nancy Misner, Lowell and
Sharon Ellison, Lowell)

elected official—a PUBLIC .
... live in a country that .

But merely being a Christian

125 years ago
Lowell Ledger
January 25, 1895

Last October, Wade Allen of Berlin had a hog come
up missing. He searched the country over and could
find no trace of the animal. This week while removing
an old straw stack he found the hog snugly ensconced
in the bottom, alive and in possibly fair condition. The
animal, in running over the stack had fallen into a hole
where the straw had rotted and had remained there
for nearly three months.

A sad case of wreckage is reported from Sparta.
One of the big hearted, but big footed belles of that
town insisted on throwing her slipper after the hack
which was conveying a newly married couple to the
depot. The hack is a total wreck, a doctor is looking
after the bride and the horses, and a number are
searching the ruins for the groom.

Mrs. M. Hiler was amusing herself with the cat
Sunday evening, when, in play it suddenly jumped and
caught her right wrist, piercing the flesh to the bone
with its sharp teeth. The wrist and arm became terribly
swollen and very painful and she has been unable to
use it since.

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
January 22, 1920

Mrs. Rena Paddock Townsend, wife of Senator
Townsend of Michigan, died at the Townsend
home here after illness which began with a nervous
breakdown five years ago and was made more serious
several months ago by a paralytic stroke.

The Prohibition Enforcement Act, defining as
intoxicating any beverage containing one-half of one
per cent or more of alcohol, was declared constitutional
by the Supreme Court in an opinion on which the Court
divided, 5 to 4.

The cost of women’s clothes may be reduced
considerably, because there will be considerably less
of them, if the prediction of a fashionable Fifth avenue
male milliner and dressmaker, who just arrived from
Paris, are correct. The latest modes France is sending
to the United States he said, are: No stockings,
Extremely short skirts, no sleeves, sandals.

75 years
The Lowell Ledger
January 25, 1945

Investigations under way since Sunday, have
convinced authorities that the disastrous fire which
swept through the Lowell high school building early
Sunday morning had been set. State Police Sgt.
Quentin Dean, in a charge of arson investigations for
the Rockford post, spent part of Sunday and Monday
probing the ruins in overalls, and turned his findings
over to the state laboratory in Lansing on Tuesday. He
was accompanied to Lansing by Supt. W. W. Gumser.

News has reached Lowell Friends that Arthur
Hulkonen is listed as missing in action in Germany,
since December 16. He was a former employee of the
Foreman Poultry Farm and resided on the Foreman
Farm during his stay in Lowell.

What has caused a big loss to most farmers and
gardeners, has been turned into a lucrative business

Looking back, continued, page 6

outdoors

page 5

no place like home Dave Stegehuis

Travel is a popular
response when new retirees
are asked what they plan to
do with their time now that
going to work is no longer
a priority. Air transportation
has become accessible
and affordable for many.
Huge cruise ships welcome
throngs of occasional sailors
to float around on the high
seas to visit well prepared
ports of call. Multiple lane
highways lead to all parts
of the country. More people
are traveling more often and
farther than ever before.

Human nature leads
us to believe that the grass
is always greener on the
other side of the fence. It is
also easy to create a fantasy
around traveling to exotic
destinations.

According to a popular
travel web site, Michigan is
an underappreciated four-
season outdoor playground.
The Great Lakes State,
with millions of acres of
forests and 3,000 miles of
shoreline, was named the
top 2020 travel destination
in the world for outdoor
enthusiasts. Keep in mind
that other destinations were
pointed out for travelers
with interest in something
other than outdoor activities.
Folks seeking fine dining
should check out Bangkok
and sports fans were
directed to Las Vegas. To

each his own.

For well over a hundred
years, Michigan’s natural
resources have been
deliberately managed for
the benefit of residents and
visitors. Whatever your
outdoor interest, there are
forests, lakes, and rivers to
accommodate all kinds of
recreational activities.

As residents we
don’t have to travel far
to take advantage of
these opportunities. The
majority of activities can
be done right next door.
Most Michigan residents
are near public access to
forests, lakes, streams, and
campgrounds. Beaches, as
nice or better than in the
Caribbean, are within half
a day drive from anywhere
in the state. A bonus is
that there are great venues
for dining, entertainment,
golf and other interests not
requiring a natural setting.
One will likely have to travel
through scenic countryside
to get there.

So, if for some reason
you feel deprived because
you are unable for any
reason to travel great
distances to have quality
outdoor experiences, don’t
despair. There are travel
experts that think you are
living in the best place in
the world.

We love to hear from you!

The Lowell Ledger welcomes letters to the editor from
readers, but there are a few conditions that must be met

before they will be published.
The requirements are:

¢ All letters must be signed by the writer, with address
and phone number provided for verification. All that will be
printed is the writer’s name and community of residence.
We do not publish anonymous letters, and names will be
withheld at the editor’s discretion for compelling reasons

only.

¢ Letters that contain statements that are libelous or
slanderous will not be published.
¢ All letters are subject to editing for style, grammar

and sense.

¢ Letters that serve as testimonials for or criticisms of
businesses will not be accepted.

e Letters serving the function of “cards of thanks” will
not be accepted unless there is a compelling public interest,
which will be determined by the editor.

¢ Letters that include attacks of a personal nature will
not be published or will be edited heavily.

* “Crossfire” letters between the same two people on
one issue will be limited to one for each writer.

* In an effort to keep opinions varied, there is a limit of
one letter per person per month.

* We prefer letters to be printed legibly or typed,

double-spaced.
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HEALTH

METRO HEALTH

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN HEALTH

Johnathan G. Meier, D.O.  Laura E. Kass, PA-C

Wayne A. Christenson, D.O. Kaili M. Walker, PA-C

Tracy L. Lixie, D.O. Alexandria X. Clum, PA-C
Catherine S. Smith, NP-C

- let's talk about part of the ¢

Remembering the
ABCDE rule can be helpful
when monitoring lesions or

about the size of a pencil
eraser and it should not be
changing in size rapidly.

the Iowell

| happy
birthday
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JANUARY 22

Cheryl DeYoung, Bob
Pfaller, Dale Latva, Jenni
Magner, Frances Walling,
Glenn Vanbuskirk, Shane

JANUARY 26

Victor Weeks, Steven
Uzarski, Andy Nowak,
Alex Dommer.

moles on your skin.

A-asymmetry. If you
divide a mole in half, the
halves should appear the
same.

B-border. Edges of
moles should be round and
regular. If they are irregular,
ragged, or blurred, this can
be concerning.

C-color. The color
should be even throughout

E-evolving. Common
moles should remain the
same overtime. It should
not be changing in shape,
size, color(s), bleeding or

scabbing.
It is important to
perform self-skin exams

at least once per month. If
you notice any of the above
with a new or existing mole,
please contact your primary

the mole.
D-diameter. A mole
should be 1/4 inch or less,

provider or dermatologist.

Looking Back, continued

by Sylvester Bibbler, local sportsman, who found
that cornstalks infested with the destructive corn
borer yielded a plentiful supply of luscious bait for
ice fishermen all through the winter months. “Bib”
leaves the shocks in the fields and brings them in to
be picked as needed.

50 years
The Lowell Ledger

January 22, 1970

State Senator Robert J. Huber (R-Troy) has
announced he will be a candidate for the Republican
nomination for United States Senator in the 1970
state primary. Huber took to the campaign trail last
Friday evening by flying to Traverse City to meet
with Young Republicans of Michigan for his opening
speech.

Lowell police, assisted by detectives from the
Kent County Sheriff's and Grand Rapids department,
today were on the lookout for thieves who took $600
worth of copper from a local firm.

Gildner, Reece VanderWarf, JANUARY 27
Frances DeVries, Elijah Jacqueline (Bay)
Barr. Saylor, Brittani Anderson,
Dianna  Rhodes, Lori
JANUARY 23 Smith, Nancy Roth, Andrea
Amanda Wingeier, Dewey.
Zach Stauffer.
JANUARY 28
JANUARY 24 Ryan White, Cher
David Szymczak,  Mastenbrook, Amy
Haleigh Timmers, Newhouse, Renee Peters,
Mackenzie Stiles. Veda Joyce Nearing, Kyle
Washburn.
JANUARY 25
Molly Doyle, Dean
Olin.
25 years

The Lowell Ledger
January 25, 1995

The Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce learned
that there is more then just aesthetic value to the
theory that restoration is better than modernization.
Sue Collins, from the historic district of Marshall,
was the guest speaker at the Lowell Area Chamber
of Commerce’s winter membership meeting
Wednesday night at Larkin’s “Other Place.”

Gail Kloosterman left the planning commission
Monday night wondering what she was going to do
with her property at 229 James Street. The Lowell
Planning Commission recommended not to approve
a variance for construction. The final verdict is now in
the hands of the Zoning Board of Appeals.

When and how should manuals in computer
programming classes be utilized? A committee made
up of Lowell teachers and administrators met to
discuss just that, following a computer programming
student’s requests to see a manual.

GALVARY CHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH

OF LOWELL
897-7060
Pastor Ryan Landt
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml
Morning Worship 10:00 AM
Sunday School......... 11:20 AM
Evening Worship............ccccoce.. 6:00 PM

Nursery available at both services
Barrier-Free

Sunday School

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

103 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21
www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service............. Sunday - 10:30 AM

St. Mary Catholic

Church
402 Amity Street + 616-897-9820
Website: www.stmarylowell.com

Weekend Masses: Sat 5 pm; Sun 10:30 am
9:15 AM

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

Confession: Saturdays 3-4:30 pm

Prayer & Adoration: Wednesdays 8 am to 7 pm
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN TO ADULTS

LOWELL UNITED

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
865 Lincoln Lake SE ¢ lowellucc.org

Pastor Alyssa Anten
Christmas Eve Service 8 pu
Worship Service - Sundays 10 am
Open Table (No-cost meal) - Thursdays 5 - 7 pu

Open & Affirming « LGBTQ+ Inclusive
616-897-5906

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF LOWELL
CHRIST-CENTERED, KINGDOM-FOCUSED HOMES

2275 West Main Street - (Barrier Free)
897-7168 « www.fbclowell.org
Pastor Jon Pickens « Lead Pastor
Pastor Andrew Bolkcom ¢ Pastor of Discipleship
Christi Swain  Director of Children's Ministries
SUNDAY WORSHIP....9:30 am (Nursery provided)
LIFE GROUPS.............c... 11:00 am (Nursery-Adult)
Awana (K-5 during school year) Wednesday, 6:15 pm

METHODIST CHURCH
discover. grow. share
621 E. Main Street

897-5938
www.lowellumc.com ¢ Barrier Free Entrance

WORSHIP
9 am - Traditional « 11 am - Contemporary
Kid's Crew 11:15 am
Sr. Pastor - Brad Brillhart

wednesday e january ¢ 22 « 2020

coIIe?e news

Grace 1. Ostrander, of
Lowell, was among the 379
students who made the Dean's
list for the Fall 2019 semester
at Spring Arbor University.

Lydia Irving, of Ada, has
been named to the Dean's
Honor Roll for the Fall
2019 semester at Lawrence
Technological ~ University.
Irving is  majoring in
architecture. To be named to
the honor roll a student must
maintain at least a 3.5 grade
point average for the term.

Ian James Kastner, of Ada,
was among the more than
4,400 Baylor University
students were named to
the Dean’s Academic
Honor Roll for the 2019
fall semester. Students
honored on the Dean’s List
are Baylor undergraduates
with a minimum grade-point
average of 3.7, while enrolled
in a minimum of 12 semester

hours.

Kastner attends the
Hankamer School of
Business.

Maya Cole, Chloe Jacobs,
and Molly Mullett, all of Ada,
have been named to the Saint
Mary’s College Dean’s List
for the 2019 fall semester. To
earn this academic honor at
Saint Mary’s, a student must
achieve a grade point average
(GPA) of at least 3.6 on a 4.0
scale, have a minimum of
12 graded credit hours, no
incompletes, and no grades
lower than a C.

Joslynn Battle of Lowell, a
student on Trine University’s
main campus, earned Dean’s
List recognition for the Fall
2019 term. To earn Dean’s
List honors, main campus
students must complete a
minimum of 15 hours and
have a grade point average of

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
Decedent's Estate

FILE NO. 19-206740-DE

Estate of FRANCES
JEAN PATTERSON,
deceased. Date of

birth: 06/09/1925.

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS: The
decedent, Frances

Jean Patterson, died
09/24/2019.

Creditors of the
decedent are notified

LEGAL NOTICE

3.500-3.749.
Battle is majoring in
exercise science.

Alma College has released
the Dean’s List for those
students ~who  achieved
outstanding academic
performance during the 2019
Fall Term. Students who
achieve a 3.5 or better grade
point average during a term,
while carrying a minimum
of 13 credits, at least eight of
which are evaluative grades,
are named to the Dean’s List.

Local students are: of Alto,
Ava Frederickson and Luke
Jones; of Lowell, Marcus
Malling, Zackery Post, Jacob
Reagan, and Ryan Stevens;
and of Saranac, Michael
Wojcik.

Trinity Christian College,

Palos  Heights, Illinois,
released the college’s Dean’s
List for Fall 2019.

The Dean’s List is Trinity
Christian College’s highest
academic honor. Traditional
undergraduate students who
attend Trinity full-time and
earned a 3.5 grade point
average for the Fall 2019
semester earn this honor.

Local students are Alexis
Suwyn and Matthew
Tamminga, both of Ada.

Thomas James Mitchell,
of Alto, is among the 10,066

Iowa State  University
students  recognized  for
outstanding academic

achievement by being named
to the fall semester 2019
Dean’s List. Students named
to the Dean’s List must have
earned a grade point average
of at least 3.50 on a 4.00 scale
while carrying a minimum
of 12 credit hours of graded
course work.

Mitchell is  studying
aerospace engineering.

that all claims against
the estate will be
forever barred unless
presented to Barbara
Gochenour, personal
representative, or to
both the probate court
at 180 Ottawa Avenue
NW, Grand Rapids, MI
49503 and the personal
representative within 4
months after the date
of publication of this
notice.

Craig A. Bruggink
(P29358)

429 Turner Ave., N.W.
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504
616-456-5048

Barbara Gochenour
15755 32nd St.
Coopersville, Ml 49404
616-490-1227
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by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Greg Helder is the sales
manager for new vehicles
at Betten Baker GMC,
749 W. Main. Helder’s

responsibilities  include
ordering new  stock,
keeping track of old

stock and reporting the
dealership’s sales figures.

“I’ve been at this store
almost 20 years,” Helder
said. “Then it was called
Wittenbach, now we’re
Betten Baker GMC.”

Helder is a native of
Cutlerville, still lives in
Cutlerville and has two
children, ages 16 and
11. He studied criminal
justice at Grand Rapids
Community College but
decided a career in law
enforcement was not for
him. He sold tools for
ten years and then got
into the auto industry in
the late 90s. Helder sold
cars in Lowell from 1997
until 2016, when he took
a position at Fox Buick
GMC on Alpine Ave. He
returned to Lowell late
last year.

“ came Dback in
December because they
wanted me to come back,
and I like it here,” Helder
said. “They needed me
here to help them get
things going. Many of
the salespeople were a
little ‘green,” to a certain
extent, until I came back.
I’ve sold cars and been a
manager here for almost
20 years, so | know a lot
of people and they know
me. It’s nice. I’ve got a
lot of long time customers
who have bought like five
or ten cars from me. You
meet new people all the
time too, which is cool.”

Auto sales is a
notoriously difficult
industry to thrive in.
For example, sales are
down slightly this month
because a lot of customers
took advantage of an
“employee pricing” event
in December.

g

“There are hills and
valleys in this industry -
mountains and valleys,”
Helder said. “I wish it
was steady, but it’s not.
It can actually be awful
sometimes!”

Helder  credits  his
easygoing nature for his
success in the mercurial
auto sales industry.

“I'm easy to talk to, I
like people, I like helping
people and people like
me,” Helder said. “That’s
all it takes, it’s really
simple. These vehicles
sell themselves once you
list the benefits of what
they’re buying, how it’s
going to help them and
effect their everyday lives,
whether they’re using it
for a business or anything
else.”

In his
Helder

spare time,
enjoys golfing

and spending time with
his family, especially his
kids’ sports teams.

“I play a lot of golf,

the Iowell

GKEG HELDER

BerrenBaker

that’s ~ probably  my
passion outside of work,”
Helder said. “I usually
shoot about 10-12 over
par, typically, on a decent
day. It’s like anything,
you’ve got to practice.
But I don’t get to play as
much anymore, because
the kids keep me busy.
Both kids play, though,
and they’re pretty good!
We do a lot of camping
around Michigan in the
summer, that’s something
we really like to do. There
are some really nice state
parks here.”

Helder said that the
personal relationships he’s
forged with customers
are what keep him in the

industry.
“For me, the most
rewarding  aspect s

getting to know people
and meeting new people,”
Helder said. “It can also
be the most challenging
aspect, but it’s very
rewarding.”

Family Dentistry Since 1994

» Preventive Care

» Implants

Hours:

» Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults
» Immediate Emergency Treatment
» Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening

» Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired
» Dentures (Same Day Repair)

» Insurance Plans Accepted

“Gentle & Painless
Dentistry Is Our Goal”

9am.to5pm.
9am.to 5 p.m.
9am.to5pm.
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Accepting
New
Patients

edger

page 7
Position: Sales manager, Betten Baker GMC
Residence: Cutlerville
Experience: Over 20 years in the auto industry
Family: Spouse, two children
Hobbies: Golfing, camping, sports

Greg Helder

Judd T. Carroll D.M.D.
103 East Main * Lowell, Michigan

(616) 897-7595

www.juddcarrolldentistry.com
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Sunday, January 26
4:00 - 6:00 PM

10300 Vergennes, Lowell
Corner of Vergennes & Parnell

Please call 897-7930 to place a reservation
or leave a message if you have any questions.
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ARSITY BASKETBALL
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Caleb Clark, Nathaniel Clark, Jacob Cleaver, Nolan Cusack, Logan Dekok, Addison Bruwer, Audrey Conrad, Molly Frederickson, Summer Havey, Alexis
Dawson Douma, Brock Gemmell, Landon Grant, Braiden Hamilton, Reid Howell, Jenavieve Lyon, Aubriegh Oswald, Kyleigh Rau, Faith Stepek, Jillian
Reynolds, Brett Spanbauer, Charles Steinebach, Troy Taylor, and Bradley Weston, and Bailey Wolters.

VandenHout.

]
WRESTLING

Conner Balabuch, Jace Blakely, Carter Blough, Austin Boone, Brady Chambers, Nathan Cleaver, Carson Crace, Jacob Cutler, Doak Dean, Tyler DeLooff,
James Fotis, Reese Gonzales, Zander Hamilton, Anjel Hare, Gabriel Hare, Tate Hare, Jacob Hough, Case Huisman, Cole Huisman, Dawson Jankowski, Evan
Klein, Nicholas Korhorn, Briar Lacey, Jacob Lee, James Link, William Link, Easton Lyons, Bryce McCune, Brody McVey, Jack Meier, Joshua Meier, Landon
Miller, Derek Mohr, Brady Musser, Ramsy Mutschler, William Neeley, Keegan Nugent, Ethan Orth, Dominik Peplinski, Jonah Phillips, Grant Pratt, Karan Shabhi,
Steven Skinner, Terrick Stewart, Zeth Strejc, Sean Truba, Bryson VanderMeulen, Cole Vandervest, Ethan Willard, and Allison Williams.
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COMPETITIVE
CHEER

Neely Bardwell, Delaney Beimers, Paige Frazer,
Ashlyn Fryers, lyleighsha Hopkins, Sydney Hults,
Nora Jannenga, Sophia Katsul, Mikayla Keller,
Kara Korcek, Phoebe Looman, Alyssa Miles, Skyler
Ripmaster, lzabel Rutz, ShiLeigh Shepard, Kyra
Snyder, Kayla Vanoosten, Olivia Winn, and Faith
Worsley.

GYMNASTICS

Hayli Alichin, Olivia Barber, Paige Barnhart,
Greta Forward, Kathryn Hock, Kira Jungblut,
Krista Jungblut, Lillian Kooistra, Aubri Lemke, Ivy
Mcdonald, Marlie McDonald, Taeghan Ronchetti,
Sara Simoes, and Marissa Wever.

Front row, left to right: C is Caledonia, L is Lowell, TK is Thornapple Kellogg: Bruce Langenburg (C), Alex Skibinski (C), Mossimo Piccione (TK), Colin Clairmont
(C); second row: Nick Lockhart (C), Austin Douma (L), Wade Fridley (C), Eli Radtke (C), Ryan Kieliszewksi (C), Brendan Clark (C); third row: Zach Schneider (C),
Dylan Olsen (C), Dominic Huver (TK), Drew Klomparens (C), Ethan Bierlein (L), Peter Savage (C), John Kotarski (C); fourth row: Spencer Guppy (L), Isaac Hautala
(C), Tommy Near (C), Garrett Walker (C), Owen Carpenter (L), Andrew Davis (L), Ethan Riley (C): back row, coaches: Dan Swink, Phil Wendecker, Paul Ogden.
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Gymnastics team soars past Kenowa Hills

by Justin Scott
contributing reporter

It was a disappointing
start to the gymnastics
season, as the much
anticipated season opener
was delayed due to icy
weather.  The  Lowell

Invitational, which also
serves as the team’s annual
Military  tribute  meet

would not be held, which
pushed the team’s season
opening event back to last

Wednesday’s meet against
Kenowa Hills.
Lowell’sseason opening
meet however, certainly
was not a disappointment
as LHS would coast past

“lédger

Kenowa Hills in a 129.925-
110.375 victory.

“We knew what the
outcome of the meet would
be so our focus was just
earning regional qualifying
scores on each event,”
coach Michele DeHaan told
us about the performance.

Leading scorers on the
Red Arrows would include
a 8.9 on floor by Marissa
Wever, an 8.55 on beam
also by Wever, an 8.8 on
vault by Greta Forward and

an 8.225 on bars by Aubri
Lemke. Other strong scores
included an 8.875 on floor
by freshman Ivy McDonald,
an 8.35 on beam by Katy
Hock, an 8.4 on vault by
Marlie Fowler and a 7.9 on
bars by McDonald.

“We  keep making
small changes to routines
trying to maximize scores
before we get to Conference
and Regionals later in the
season,” coach DeHaan
added.

wednesday e january ¢ 22 « 2020

While the Lowell
Invitational was canceled,
a smaller Military tribute
will take place prior to
this week’s meet at 6:30
pm Wednesday. The Lady
Arrows have a busy week
ahead hosting Rockford on
Wednesday, heading to the
Kenowa Hills Invitational
on Saturday and facing
Forest Hills United next
Monday.

Lowell gymnasts and coach Michele DeHaan watch as a dismount is
performed during a beam routine at LHS.

Lady Arrow
comeback falls
short against

Lowell Galedonia hockey donates
to West Michigan Special Hockey
Association

by Justin Scott
contributing reporter

It was a good night
on and off the ice for the
Lowell Caledonia hockey
team on Friday. On the
ice, Lowell Caledonia
jumped out to a 3-0 lead
over Kenowa Hills which
was enough to defeat the
Knights whose comeback
fell short at 3-2. Austin
Douma got things started
with a power play goal in
the first period. Spencer
Guppy added a goal for LC
early in the second period
assisted by Nick Lockhart
and Dylan Olsen. The
eventual game-winner was
scored by Owen Carpenter
on a Brendan Clarke assist
with 5:52 left in the second
period. Garrett  Walker
saved 29 of the 31 shots he
faced.

During the night,
funds were raised for the
West  Michigan  Special
Hockey Association. The
charity offers amateur
hockey programs to young

adults with developmental
disabilities in the West
Michigan Area at no cost
to their families. 100% of
ticket sales went toward
the charity. A hockey stick
drive was also available
which is being donated for
use by WMSHA student-
athletes.

The team announced
they had raised $735 for the
organization in addition to
the box of new and gently
used hockey sticks they
were able to collect.

East Grand Rapids
would get the better of
Lowell Caledonia in a
Baum Conference matchup
on Saturday afternoon.
EGR had 38 shots on goal
to LC’s 29 in a 4-1 win.
LC’s goal was score by
Caledonia’s Wade Fridley
assisted by Clarke and
Lockhart. Tommy Near
recorded 30 saves.

Lowell Caledonia held a stick drive and
donated ticket sales from Friday night’s
game to the West Michigan Special Hockey

Association.

(Photo courtesy of Lowell

Caledonia Hockey Facebook page)

FHG

by Justin Scott
contributing reporter

The Lady Arrows
lost a pair of conference
games last week both on
the road against Forest
Hills Northern and Forest
Hills Central. On Tuesday
at FHN, Lowell fell by a
score of 47-37 in a closely
contested game. Kyleigh
Rau (10 Points) and Molly
Frederickson (8 Points)
led the Lady Arrows.

At FHC on Friday,
Lowell faced some tough
scorelines. 19-2 after the

first quarter in favor of the
Rangers, 34-11 after the
first half. The team fought
their way back to close the
game in the second half,
but would fall by a final
score of 54-39.

The Lady Arrows
continue their road games
this week at Greenville
on Tuesday, then head to
Cedar Springs for a varsity
doubleheader, where both
the boys and girls teams
will be competing.

PRESENTING
SPONSOR
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DeVos Place, Grand Rapids
Tanuary 30-February 2, 2020
Michigan’s Only
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Boys hasketball tripped up by Forest Hills Schools

by Justin Scott
contributing reporter

Lowell’s game against
Forest Hills Northern was
a peculiar one on Tuesday
night. FHN, a team that had
one loss all of last season,
found themselves in a
battle midway through the
third quarter as Nate Clark
scored a basket on a feed
from Braiden Hamilton
to make the deficit only
seven.

But it was free-throw
shooting that would be the
team’s downfall on this
night. Lowell went to the
foul line 43 times during
the game, making 17 of
those. The Huskies won
63-48.

Brett Spanbauer led
the Red Arrows with 20
points in the loss. Hamilton
would add 11 and Troy
Taylor had seven points.

The Arrows were not
able to keep it close against
Forest Hills Central in an
away game on Friday. The
Rangers jumped out to a
17-5 lead and never looked
back winning by a score of
63-26.

LHS hosted Greenville
on Tuesday and heads to
Cedar Springs on Friday
night. Hero Night, Lowell
basketball’s annual night
honoring the Military
and first responders, is

scheduled for January 31st.
Certainly a must-make night

for Lowell sports fans!

£ travel to éedar
\Springs ¢ on  Jan.

 . and hosts Hero :
nght on Jan: 31st.

“lédger

Brett Spanbauer Scoring 2 Of His 20
Points Against FHN Last Week

.-_.‘
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Bowlers compete against FHN and Northview last week

by Justin Scott
contributing reporter

The boys and girls
bowling teams at LHS had
their Lowell Invitational
canceled last Saturday

due to weather. However,
the past week gave them a
couple of chances to bowl.
On Thursday, against
FHN, the boys defeated
the Huskies 20-10, and the
girls team fell to FHN by
the same score. The boys
got off to a good start taking
Baker game one against
FHN by a score of 182-157.
Baker games are games in
bowling where each bowler
on a team of five only
gets to bowl two frames.
The anchor, generally the

team’s top bowler, gets the
all-important tenth frame.
Collin Clark, the boys’ team
anchor was able to get a
spare in the tenth and then
nine pins on his next roll to
help seal the win while FHN
left their 10th frame open.
The Red Arrows would
take the second Baker 155-
126 after the game was
tied 108-108 after eight
frames. Lowell got a strike
from senior Aaron Fritsma,
followed by two strikes and
a 7 in the last frame from

Clark.
In  the individual
games, Lowell locked up

the win in the first of two

sets after winning all five
individual matchups against
the Huskies. Those winning
scores were recorded by
Mitchell Anderson (121),
Lucas Sloma (174), Jakob
Reynolds (162), Aaron
Fritsma (200), and Collin
Clark (244). The 19-0 score
after those games meant
Lowell mathematically
sealed the win, with only
30 points up for grabs in
bowling.

During Clark’s 244,
he successfully converted
a 6-7-10 split into a spare,
one of the trickiest spares in
bowling.

Senior Aaron Fritsma bowling during Lowell’s match with FHN.

Haylee Beers watches as she knocks down nine pins in an individual
game against FHN.

The second set of
individual ~ games  had
a near-perfect game

accomplished by Carson
Hommes. Hommes rode
eight straight strikes before
knocking down nine pins
in the first roll of the ninth
frame. While not getting
a perfect game, the alley
would applaud a strong 267
game which was one of four
Husky wins in the second
set. Winning his matchup

for Lowell was Jakob
Reynolds with a 140.

The Lady Arrows fell
to the Huskies by a score of
20-10. A strong 216 game
by Emma Blakie who led
the Red Arrows. The girls
team has been without the
senior Brianna Lachowski
due to injury.

LHS would drop the
first Baker game by a score
of 161-120, but would
bound back with a 161-103

result in the second Baker
game. In the individual
games, the team picked
up two points in both sets
which wouldn’t be enough
to get the win. Both teams
fell to Northview the day
prior. The bowling team
have their home matches at
The Bowling Alley - lonia.
They visited Cedar Springs
on Monday this week and
FHC on Tuesday.

Support:the LLocal Businesses

Who) Help Support: il ||
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obituaries

HUVER

(Ida) Jean Huver, age 82 of Lowell, passed away
peacefully surrounded by her children Sunday, January
19, 2020. She was preceded in death by her husband of
60 years, Richard M. Huver; parents, George “Bob” and
Katherine Ford; sisters-in-law, Patricia Hoffman, Mary
Smyth; brothers-in-law, Robert Huver, Daniel Huver,
Chuck Smyth, Ed Smit; parents-in-law, Marvin and
Eva Huver. Jean is survived by her children, Richard
C. (Laura) Huver,
Tamara (Bob Meyle)
Huver, Dennis (Sherri)
Huver, Patricia (Brian)
Schafer, Christopher
(Krista) Huver; brother-
in-law, Cameron (Joan)
Hoffman; sisters-in-
law, Donna (Duke
Thomet) Smit, Ann
Huver; grandchildren
Kate (Kyle) Stowell,
Lyndsay Huver,
Alyson Huver, Andrea
(Justin) Walcott, Rob
(Katie) Hellmich, A.J.
(Nicole) Huver, Bill (Julia) Wiering, Jon Wiering, Zach
Huver, Kenzie Huver, J.R. Schafer, Macy Huver; 7
great-grandchildren, as well as countless nieces and
nephews. Jean’s most important thing was her family.
She loved people and knowing many from Lowell and
surrounding counties. Jean sold Tupperware for over
60 years, served as the Lowell Township treasurer
for 20 years and sang in St. Mary’s Choir for over 30
years and the Lowell Showboat Choir. She liked to play
euchre, paint, knit beautiful sweaters and was an avid
reader. Jean grew up with horses, always had a dog
and was a true animal lover. Visitation will be Thursday,
January 23, 2-4 pm and 6-8 pm with the Rosary recited
at 7:30 pm at Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. Hudson,
Lowell. Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated
Friday, January 24, 11:00 am at St. Mary Catholic
Church, 402 Amity St. S.E., Lowell with visitation one
hour prior. Rev. Aaron Ferris presiding. Interment St.
Mary’s Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be
made to Kindred Hospice, 625 Kenmoor Ave SE #115,
Grand Rapids, Ml 49546 or Lowell Pink Arrow, PO Box
246, Lowell, MI 49331.

ROTH

BGERST

www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

COPY SERVICE

Black & White and Color
Quick Service, Great Quality
uyvers

897-9555

105 N. Broadway, Lowell »

Put your
money

where
your good
neighbor is.

Your financial health is about

a lot more than insurance.
That's why State Farm Bank®
makes it easy to manage your
money too, with 24/7 online
banking at statefarm.com®. Ask
me about Checking accounts,
Money Market Savings
accounts and more.

CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarmBank

Deborah Wilks, Agent
State Farm Agent
11827 Fulton St E
Lowell, MI 49331

Bus: 616-897-9237

MEMBER

1706475 FDIC

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL
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KING

Clara Alice King, age 78 of Lowell, went to be with her
Lord Wednesday, January 15, 2020. She was preceded
in death by her sister, Ruth Ann King. Clara is survived
by her husband Richard King; children, James (Evelyn

Garvey) Vandenboss,
Dave Vandenboss,
Steve Vandenboss,
Nancy (Roger) Whip;
and granddaughter,
Michelle (Cody Cook)

Vandenboss. She was a
devoted member of the
Lowell United Methodist
Church who loved
puzzles, reading scripture
and traveling. Clara was
a Lowell native, who
moved back in the 90s
reacquainting her with not only the town but several
friends and acquaintances. She enjoyed socializing at
the dozens of events that she attended through church
and with the different senior organizations around
Lowell. Visitation will be Friday, January 24, 2-4 pm at
Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. Hudson, Lowell, Ml 49331.
Funeral services will be 11:00 am Saturday, January
25, at Lowell United Methodist Church, 621 E Main St,
Lowell, MI 49331 with a visitation one hour prior. Rev.
Brad Brillhart officiating. Interment Bowne Mennonite
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to
Lowell United Methodist Church, 621 E Main St, Lowell,
MI 49331.

ROTH

BGERST

www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

NORDEN

Nila Joan Norden (Hesche), age 78 passed away
January 14, 2020 after a battle with cancer. She was
born May 23, 1941 in the family home on Snow Ave. Nila
was preceded in death by her parents, Raymond and
Pearl Hesche; brothers, Raymond and Darrel Hesche;
son, Patrick Norden; and grandson, James Schafer.
She is survived by her husband of 54 years, Sidney
Norden; daughter,
Michelle Norden; 5
grandchildren; and 6
great-grandchildren.
Through her life she
was a very open
and loving person
who cared deeply for
children and family. It
was at her home where
neighbor’s kids usually
gravitated to. The world
is a little better place
because she was in it.
Nila was truly loved and
will be truly missed.
Visitation was Friday, January 17, 2020 from 5-8 pm at
Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. Hudson, Lowell, Ml 49331.
Funeral services were Saturday, January 18, 2020
at Roth-Gerst Chapel at 11:00 am. Rev. Tom Boutell
officiating. Interment Merriman Cemetery. Memorial
contributions may be made to Flat River Outreach
Ministries, 11535 Fulton St E, Lowell Charter Township,
MI 49331.

ROTH

BGERST

www.gerstfuneralhomes.com
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PARCHER

Donna Mary Parcher, age 69 of Rockford, born April
9, 1950, went to be with the Lord surrounded by her
family, January 14, 2020. She was preceded in death
by her parents, Jacob and Mary Van Putten; son, Gary
Parcher Il; brother, Jack Van Putten. Donna is survived
by her husband of 50 years, Gary Parcher; daughter,
Rebecca (Scott) Walcott; daughter-in-law, Joni Parcher;
grandchildren, Jonathan

Parcher and fiancé
Courtney Woodbeck,
Nathan Parcher, Brett

Parcher, Ryan Walcott,
and Andrew Walcott;

siblings, Diane (Dave)
Fleeger, Richard Van
Putten; sister-in-law,

Judy Van Putten; and
other brothers-in-law,
sisters-in-law, nieces
and nephews. She loved
traveling and spending
time with family and
friends. Some of Donna’s favorite places to visit were
Pentwater, Ml where she spent her summers on the
shorelines of Lake Michigan, camping and fishing. She
also enjoyed visiting the Michigan’s Upper Peninsula
and Mexico. She was very loving and involved with her
grandson’s lives. Visitation was Thursday, January 16,
5:00-8:00 pm with a Rosary at 7:30 pm at Roth-Gerst
Chapel, 305 N. Hudson, Lowell, Ml 49331. Mass of
Christian burial was celebrated Friday, January 17 at
St. Patrick Catholic Church, 4351 Parnell Ave. NE, Ada
49331 at 11:00 am. Family received visitors one hour
prior. Rev. Tom Cavera presided. Interment Chapel
Hill Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to
Sable Points Lighthouse Keepers Association, PO Box
673, Ludington, Ml 49431 or Crisp Point Lighthouse
Historical Society, at www.crisppointlighthouse.org.
LOGO # 391

ROTH
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

the
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classifieds

page 13

for sale

VINTAGE 1920’s “REM-
BRANDT” FLOOR LAMP
- It is marked #R7902. |
made minor repairs and
added a vintage “Arts and
Crafts” glass shade. $320.
Call 616-401-4813.

EXCEPTIONALPERFOR-
MANCE AND VALUE - Re-
quires lesswood & provides
more heat. Central Boiler
certified Classic Edge OUT-
DOORWOOD FURNACE.
Call today! 616-554-8669.
SOS Property Maintenance
LLC, 6950 Hammond Ave,
Caledonia. We are your
local sales, service & parts
dealer!

1991 F700 - 12 ft. dump
truck, 7.0L, gas, runs great,
looks good. $5,000 obo or
willing to trade for dump
trailer. Call Tom 616-826-
5896.

REACH OVER 100,000
AREA HOMES - with our
Marketplace! One call &
one payment, only $40!
Includes 20 words & 1 black
& white photo. Only items
for sale please. Perfect
place to advertise a vehicle
or camper for sale! The ad
runs in the Lowell Buyer’s
Guide & News, Hastings
Reminder, Marshall Advi-
sor/Chronicle & Battle
Creek Shopper News. Call
897-9555, email: classi-
fieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com or stop by 105 N.
Broadway for more info.

USED TIRES - Call with
size, 616-292-7649/616-
295-8820. Rob’s Auto -
thanks.m

2002 CHEVY SILVERADO
2500 - with plow, ext. cab,
Duramax diesel, 300,000
miles. Newer injectors.
Asking $9,500. Call Tom,
616-826-5896

for rent

WE DO BUSINESS INAC-
CORDANCE WITH THE
FEDERALFAIRHOUSING
LAW - Equal Housing Op-
portunity. It is illegal to dis-
criminate against any per-
son because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national
origin in the sale or rental
of housing or residential
lots; in the advertising the
sale or rental of housing,
in the financing of housing.
Anyone who feels he or
she hasbeen discriminated
againstmay file acomplaint
of housing discrimination:
1-800-669-9777 (toll free)
1-800-927-9275 (TTY).

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on
Alden Nash, 1 mile
South of 196. Call for

specials 558-2900.

APARTMENT FOR RENT
- 2 bedroom, 1 bath,
laundry hookup, referral,
background check. No
pets. No smoking. $800/
month + $400 deposit. Call
616-813-8937.

help wanted

IMMEDIATE OPENING -
for a driving route carrier
to deliver the Buyers Guide
on Saturdays in the Alto
area. Weekly pay is $80.
Must be dependable! Work
less than 1 day a week!
Get paid weekly, pickup
papers at Buyers Guide
office. Apply in person,
105 N. Broadway, Lowell.
No phone calls accepted
regarding this position.

POSITION:

JOB DESCRIPTION

concerns and payments.

EDUCATION

able.
EXPERIENCE

customer service.

LOWELL LIGHT & POWER
Job Posting

Communications Specialist/Office Assistant

Under the direction of the Office Manager, develop and
write communications materials for websites, newslet-
ters, customer bill inserts, direct mail, email marketing
and social media as required to communicate with em-
ployees, customers and local officials. Assist custom-
ers with account information, various billing inquiries,
Preparing and maintaining
customer account information. Assist customers with
establishing, transferring and disconnecting their elec-
tric service. Support other office staff with the monthly
billing and collection processes. Participate in com-
mittee or team activities. Perform other duties or spe-
cial projects as required or assigned.

High School Diploma or equivalent required, higher
education in accounting and communications desir-

One to two years experience in communications and

Interested applicants should complete our application
form on our website lowell-light.org and email along
with resume to customerservice@lowell-light.org or
send to Lowell Light & Power, PO Box 229, Lowell, Ml
49331, no later than January 31, 2020.

wanted

GOT LAND? Our Hunters
will Pay Top $$$ to hunt
your land. Call for a FREE
info packet & Quote. 1-866-
309-1507 www.BaseCamp
Leasing.com

WANTED FREON R12:
We pay CA$H. R12 R500
R11 Convenient, Certified
Professionals (312) 291-
9169 RefrigerantFinders.
com/ads

services

TWO BROTHERS AUTO
SERVICE - 5400 lvan
Rd., Saranac, 616-642-
9180. 30 years experience,
state certified, licensed &
insured. Hours Monday -
Friday 8 am - 5 pm. Dave
Traver head mechanic.

services

NOREEN K. MYERS, AT-
TORNEY AT LAW - Com-
passionate, experienced,
effective legal representa-
tion. Specialties include:
wills & trusts, work related
injuries, employment dis-
crimination. 307 E. Main,
Lowell, 897-5460.

DRIVER’SLICENSE SUS-
PENDED ORREVOKED?
- Don’t get sucked into
$100-$300 evaluation
fees... NEVER charge
for your record evaluation
& consultation! Driver’s
license RESTORATION:
$3500 incl. all filing fees
AND FREE consultation
& evaluation of your case.
Have a question? Call At-
torney Martin Mead (616)
235-0330.

services

UPS SHIPPING
COPY SERVICE,
(black & white & color!)
FAX SERVICE,
LAMINATING
PRINTING
BANNERS
POSTERS
& MUCH MORE
AVAILABLE AT THE
LOWELL LEDGER
105 N. Broadway
HOURS
M-Th. 8-5 p.m.
Fri. 8-noon
Ph. 897-9261
Fax 897-4809
email:
ledger@lowellbuyers
guide.com

sales

LIEN SALE - Whistle
Stop Storage, 12661 Ver-
gennes, Lowell. Feb. 3,
2020, 9 am. CASH ONLY,
ID. 2 units. Hutch, kids
rocker, legos, toys, Rawl-
ing bat, 2 sets of golf clubs,
chair, cooler, boots, gas
cans, Craftsman level,
rolling tool box, yard tools,
misc. tools, plastic locker,
organizers, 2 wheel cart,
many tubs & boxes. Gary
Warning, Joseph Higgins.

HELP US
DELIVER THE
PAPER...please DIG
OUT around your
newspaper tube, mail-
box, steps, walkways
& porches!

Let's all try to HELP
EACH OTHER survive
the Winter.

Calendar

january

AND
ONGOING
EVENTS

PLEASE NOTE - Coming Events
are for non-profit organizations.
If you are charging admission
for an event - it is considered an
advertisement. Coming events
are on a space available basis &
ARE NOT GUARANTEED. If you
would like to make sure your event
is placed in the paper, please call
our office & place it as a classified
ad. We willnotacceptANY Garage
or sales (including fundraisers)
as a coming event. All Coming
Events or changes to coming
events should be submitted by
fax:897-4809, email: classifieds @
lowellbuyersguide.com, by mail:
PO Box 128, Lowell, M1 49331 or
in person: 105 N. Broadway.

TEEN ZONE - Mondays from
3:30 pm - 4:30 pm. Teen-only
fun for you & your friends at the
library. Stop by for activities that
may include board games, food &
more. Englehardt Branch Library,
200 N. Monroe St., Lowell, 784-
2007, www.kdl.org

SATURDAY CRAFTERNOON
-Saturdays, 1 pm, now thru Febru-
ary 29. Come enjoy open crafting
at the library! Bring your current
project and see what others are
working on. Hot beverages pro-
vided. Englehardt Branch Library,
200 N. Monroe St., Lowell, 784-
2007, www.kdl.org

COOKBOOK CLUB - Meets
fourth Monday ofthe month at6:30
pm. Informal discussion about
cookbooks & sample delectable
examples, potluck style. Jan. 27,
Cravings by Chrissy Teigen. Stop
by the branch for more details. If
Lowell Schoolsis cancelled forthe
day, Bookworms will not meet.
Englehardt Branch Library, 200
N. Monroe St., Lowell, 784-2007,
www.kdl.org

FAMILY YOGA - Saturdays at 11
am. Family yoga ia an all-ages
activity with a focus on the benefits
of mindfulness. Together we will
engage in th fun poses, learn how
to breathe, be creative with yoga
activities/games & relax. Space
is limited; first come, first served.
Doors open 30 minutes before
the program begins. Englehardt
Branch Library, 200 N. Monroe St.,
Lowell, 784-2007, www.kdl.org

SCI-FI BOOK CLUB - Meets the
second Monday of the month at
6:30 pm. February 10 book: An
Absolutely Remarkable Thing by
Hank Green. If Lowell Schools is
cancelled for the day, Bookworms
will not meet. Englehardt Branch
Library, 200 N. Monroe St., Lowell,
784-2007, www.kdl.org

ATTENTION SENIORS - Every
Friday evening seniors get to-
gether for conversation, food,
dancing and music. Cunningham
Acre, 4980 W. Pepper Lake Rd.on
route M-50, 1 1/4 miles W. of Lake
Odessa. For more information
contact Betty at 616-374-7512.

TECH SESSIONS - 3-5 pm by
appointment on Wednesdays.
One-on-one assistance with basic
computer, tablets, smart phones,
downloadable library materials,
etc. Please call to schedule your
appointment, 616-693-1001.
Clarksville Area Library, 165 N.
Main, Clarksville.

MAHJONG AT THE LIBRARY
- Every Friday at 1 pm. Join us
for American Mahjong; a game
of skill, strategy & calculation. All
skill levels welcome. Englehardt
Branch Library, 200 N. Monroe St.,
Lowell, 784-2007, www.kdl.org

WOMEN FOR SOBRIETY - meets
every Monday, 7-8 p.m. at Bowne
Center United Methodist Church,
fellowship hall, 12051 84th St.,
corner of Alden Nash. Call Sue
at 868-6219 or www.womenfor-
sobriety.org

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a
Christ-centered, Biblically-based
12 step program for people with
hurts, hang-ups and habits. Meets
every Thursday from 6:30 - 8:30
pm at Impact, 11840 Fulton St.,
Lowell. Open to all who are 18
years orolder. Fourth Thursday of
eachmonthis Chip Nightwhenwe
celebrate a mealtogether starting
at 6 pm.

BOWNE TOWNSHIP HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY-meetsthe second
Monday of the month at 10 a.m.
in the Historical Museum at 84th/
Alden Nash.

ART LAB - Third Tuesday of the
month from 4-6 pm. Amonthly art
exploration with a different theme
each month for ages 5 and up.

Clarksville Area Library, 165 N.
Main, Clarksville, 616-693-1001.

NEEDLERS - Meet the second
& fourth Tuesday of the month
from, 5 to 8 pm at Franciscan
Life Processing Center, 11650
Downes St. NE, Lowell.

WOMEN OF THE MOOSE - third
Monday at 7:30 p.m. for business
meeting.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNI-
TIES - at Wittenbach Wege
Center, 11715 Vergennes, Low-
ell. Stewardship projects, trail
maintenance - adopt a trail! and
community events (night hikes,
luminary hikes, Winter Fest, Maple
Syrup days & more!) Anyone
interested in these opportunities
please email Courtney Cheers:
ccheers@lowellschools.com

ALTO AMERICAN LEGION
AUXILIARY - meets the second
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at
the Alto American Legion Post.

V.F.W. POST #8303 - meets the
first Monday at 7 p.m. at 3116
Alden Nash S.E.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 102 - ev-
ery Monday, 7-8:30 p.m. during
school year in Scout Cabin at
the end of N. Washington St.
Ages 11 and up or completing
5th grade. Call Scoutmaster Clay
VanderWarf, 616-485-3429 or Del
Rockwell at 897-6814.

VERGENNES CLUB MEETS - at
1 p.m. on the first Thursday of the
month March thru Nov. Meeting
at Schneider Manor Community
Room. Program & refreshments.
Guests welcome.

AMERICAN LEGION #152
MEETING - fourth Monday of
the month, 7 pm. Lowell Veteran’s
Center, 3116 Alden Nash SE,
Lowell.

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY
TOPS MI #372 - every Tuesday,
weigh-ins at 5:45 p.m. in the ac-
tivity room at Schneider Manor,
Lowell.

SENSORY TODDLER TIMES -
Tuesdays, 6:30 - 7:30. Thru Feb.
18. (except Dec. 24). Englehardt
Branch Library, 200 N. Monroe St.,
Lowell, 784-2007, www.kdl.org

FAMILY STORYTIME - Thursdays
at 10 am, through Feb. 20 (except
Dec. 26 & Jan. 2). Englehardt
Branch Library,200N. Monroe St.,
Lowell, 784-2007, www.kdl.org

BOOKWORMS BOOK CLUB
- Meets second Tuesday of the
monthat 10am. Feb. 11 book: The
Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather
Morris. If Lowell Schools is can-
celled for the day, Bookworms
will not meet. Englehardt Branch
Library, 200 N. Monroe St., Lowell,
784-2007, www.kdl.org

WITTENBACH WEGE CENTER
- 11715 Vergennes, Lowell. Trails
are open dusk to dawn, 365 days
a year.

STRUGGLING WITH ADDIC-
TION? - Lowell Serenity Club is
availableforallinneed of reliefand
hope. LSC offers 12 step meet-
ings, 365 days a year. Meetings
daily 8-9 pm, Mon. - Fri. 12-1 pm,
Tues. & Fri. 4:30-5:30 pmand Sat.
& Sun. 10-11 am. 101 E. Main St.,
Lowell, 616-550-6688.

BREAST CANCER SUPPORT
GROUP - A monthly support
group for those diagnosed with
breast cancer to learn and share
together. We will meet the first
Tuesday of every month from
6-7:30 pm. Gilda’s Club, Lowell
Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson, Low-
ell, 897-8600.

FREE MOVIE NIGHT - Second
Monday of each month, 5:30 p.m.
Free movie & popcorn atAlvah N.
Belding Library, 302 E. Main St.,
Belding. 616-794-1450.

FRIENDS OF THE FRED MEI-
JER RIVER VALLEY RAIL-
TRAIL - Meets second Tuesday
of each month at 6:30 pm. Pere
Marquette depot, 100 Depot St.,
Belding. Meetings are broadcast
on Google hangouts. FMRVRT.
org/Facebook: FMRVRT

TECH SESSIONS - 2 - 4 pm
by appointment on Thursdays.
One-on-one assistance with basic
computer, tablets, smart phones,
downloadable library material,
etc. Please call to schedule an
appointment, Saranac Public
Library, 61 Bridge St., Saranac.
616-642-9146.
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Lowell Township Board discusses gypsy moth concerns

by Cindy M. Cranmer
contributing reporter

More than 15 people
attended the Lowell Charter
Township meeting to voice
opinions on various issues
or listen to the concerns the
township is facing ranging
from gypsy moth spraying to
discussing the fill ordinance.

Members of the board
learned that steps to eradicate
gypsy moths are moving in
the right direction although
the township now faces the
challenge of how to finance
additional steps.

The Lowell Charter
Township Board approved
the proposal in September
for the study to be done with
the only objections being that
the township did not have
the money to spray if it was
found as a necessity. The
results are now back from
that study.

“The study shows a
reduction of 852 acres from
last year,” said Trustee
William Thompson. There
are still more than 800 acres
recommended for spraying.

Trustee Steve
VanderZiel, who was
against the study because
there was no money to fund
the spraying, again raised
the concern of where the
township could get $75,000
to spray.

“I think we need to stay
after it. We’re getting it under
control after years,” said
Trustee Mark Anderson.

Township ~ Supervisor
Jerry Hale expressed his
concerns. “I don’t know
how to pay for it,” Hale said.
“Where are we going to find
the money?”

In the past, a three-year
millage paid for costs and
the township paid for the
additional.

“We should have been
proactive a year ago,”
VanderZiel said. “We should
have asked for a millage a
year ago.”

The board was not in
favor of a millage increase
without going to the voters.

Board trustees also
raised concerns that there
may be the possibility of
needing to pass a millage
to continue to fund public
safety with an increase in the
number of calls the township
is facing. “Anyone with this
call volume has some kind of
staffing,” Blough said.

While members
appeared to be discussing
two different issues, the
township board found they
are tied together in how they
educate the public and when
they ask for money.

McGrath Consulting
Group is completing astudy to
explore and assess the future
staffing of the Lowell Area
Fire and Emergency Services
Authority and discuss the
three municipalities covered.
Those three municipalities
are the City of Lowell,
Lowell Charter Township,
and Vergennes Township.

The consultant will help
the township evaluate things
they may not have considered
when looking at hiring such
as benefits, how to set up
any full-time employees,
and other items. Lowell
Area Fire Department Fire
Chief Ron Van Overbeck put
together a recommendation
and proposal for full-time
staffing.

A second consultant
will help with team building
and understanding on the
primary consultant’s role.
Lew Bender will help the
fire department staff and
others involved in the three
municipalities understand the
role of the outside consultant
and what they will do for the
township and municipalities.
Bender will help resolve any
concerns about hiring an
outside consultant to look
at fire department staffing

rather than just reviewing the
internal recommendations.

McGrath Consulting
Group, Inc. is proposing
conducting a comprehensive
fire and rescue assessment
including studying methods
for future staffing. The
consulting team will provide
options for future staffing as
considerations of changing
from a volunteer or paid on-
call to a career department
are being reviewed. Hiring
people full time for fire
services includes reviewing
the  retirement  program
and buying into it with
multipliers, health insurance,
the amount of overtime
employees would have,
shift differentials, and other
benefits.

While members felt they
could go forward to ask for
a millage on the gypsy moth
funding, VanderZiel stated
they could not on public

safety until the study is
completed.
Trustees also raised

concerns about a millage for
everyone when not everyone
is facing the problem of gypsy
moths on their property. The
idea of a special assessment
also is not seen as a favorable
idea.

Hale said millage rates
in the township are one of the
lowest in Kent County and
the area if not the lowest.

“A millage could
cause some to pay for a
disproportionate amount of
the millage when they do not
have a problem,” Hale said.

A Lowell Township
resident pointed out there
are limited options and the
same argument could be
made regarding use of an
expressway or park repairs or
other items. “Where would
it stop, you could say I don’t
use the expressway so I am
not going to pay for that,” she
said. “It should be all for one
and one for all.”

The board will try to get
a better estimate of how much
they are realistically looking
at for spray in response to the
gypsy moth problem. They
will discuss options again
at the February or March
meeting.

In other business, The
Lowell Charter Township
Board approved hiring a
temporary replacement
for deputy treasurer and
receptionist while the person
currently in the role is on a
medical leave.

A public hearing was
scheduled for Feb. 18 on the

proposed budget for fiscal
year 2020-2021.

The board approved
taking $4,013 from two
budget line items to cover
insurance costs with the
bridge.

Resident Caroline
Perkins  expressed  her
concerns on the expansion of
a condominium development
that was approved
previously. Perkins told the
board that the project is in
violation of ordinances, that
the developer is using old
plans, and that things have
changed from the original
plans  numerous  years
ago including increased
traffic, drainage, and safety
concerns.

Kent District Library
presented reports on both the
Alto Branch and Englehardt
Branch. Alto had 1,317
visitors in December and
Englehardt  had 6,888
visitors. Almost 13,000 items
were circulated between the
two branches.

The next meeting of the
Lowell Charter Township
Board will take place at 7
p.m. on Tuesday, February
18, 2020, as Monday is
President’s Day.

Red Arrow

—SPOR

Weather shortens

by Justin Scott
contributing reporter

This year’s annual Gary
Rivers Memorial Wrestling
Invitational already had
a different setup than
previous years. Instead of
a 16-team tournament with
pool play followed by a
semifinal and final, this year
would be a rotation of four

duals with highly ranked
Michigan squads which
included Detroit Catholic
Central, Richmond, Romeo,
DeWitt and Niles. However,
due to inclement weather
on Saturday and less than
ideal road conditions the
latter two, who were two

Gary Rivers Memorial Invitational

of Lowell’s four opponents
that day, were not able to
make the trip.

The Red Arrows
dominated in their wins
over Romeo and Division
three’s number two ranked
team, Richmond. The Red
Arrows topped Richmond

58-7. Starting at 171
pounds, the Arrows jumped
out to a 9-0 lead thanks to
a pin by Jacob Lee and a
decision by Derek Mobhr.
Richmond would sandwich
wins at 285 on a 2-1
decision and 112 on a 12-2
major decision, but it was
all Lowell outside of that.
Lowell was given two wins
via forfeit and ended the
dual with three straight pins
by Austin Boone, James
Fotis and Doak Dean.

After a Landon Miller
pin, Lowell led 18-0 before
Romeo would get on the
board. Starting with a Zeth
Strejc pin at 130, Lowell
would go on a 40-0 run to
end the dual.

Lowell
face

also
Springs

would
Cedar

and Greenville in their
conference openers last
Friday at Lowell Middle
School. The Red Arrows
would jump out to a 35-0
lead against Cedar Springs
to lock up their dual with
the Red Hawks early.
Winning matches for LHS
in their 58-16 win were
Boone, Dawson Jankowski,
Strejc, James Link, Landon
Miller, Keegan Nugent,
Jacob Hough, Mohr, Lee
and Dean.

The results were even

more lopsided  against
Greenville as Lowell won
62-6 over the Yellow
Jackets. Gage Ritter

recorded the only points
for Greenville, picking up
a pin at 103. After that,
Lowell swept 112 through

Lowell’s Ramsy Mutscher (Pictured) and the
Red Arrow wrestling team will host Clinton,
Dundee and Davison on Friday and Saturday.

285, including pins from
Nugent, Hough, Dean,
Carson Crace and Link.
The 2-0 conference start for
the Red Arrows gets them
closer to their 11th straight
OK White championship.
The team is at home twice
this week as they host
Alumni  Night against
Clinton on Friday. All
Lowell wrestling alumni
are encouraged to attend.
The team will also have
their first ever hall of fame
inductions. On Saturday,
Lowell will host Clinton,
Dundee and Davison in the
Lowell Super Quad. The
Red Arrows will only take
on Dundee and Davison
that day with action starting
at 11:00 am.



the

wednesday e« january 22+ 2020

FUN PAGE
SUDOKO

Level: Advanced

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1
through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You
can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes.
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the
puzzle!

EU9rrror3vdxHOXXH-IHNMr X
>DPXRXIXE2UUVOPOMMOOTUVU—-A—-XTOUTO
= 0<KO<KNoOoOIXI<XKTVZEZ<XK<<I<OORW
>CXXCTWONAXWHDOUDNAM—-A—-=2ZTX

Puzzle solutions
on page 12

Guers Wlea?

| am a singer born in California on
January 22, 1949. | was inspired
by Sam Cooke and started playing
drums in high school. | was the lead
singer for a popular rock band for 20
years before my successful solo
career. I’'m known as “The Voice.”
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GET ORGANIZED WORD SEARGH
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards.

GET ORGANIZED GARBAGE PRESENTATION STORAGE
WORD SEARCH GROUPINGS PRIORITIZE TIME
INSTRUCTION PROBLEM SOLVING TRAINING
ASSESSMENT LEADERSHIP  PROFESSIONAL
CLUTTER LISTENING RESPONSIBILITY
DATA MANAGEMENT SCHEDULE
DEADLINES NOTES SHELVES
FILING ORGANIZED SKILLS

e |
WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to creativity.

EYTRHO

KLODY [ ~APNMSUYY

CLUES ACROSS

1. Public broadcaster

4. Hit lightly

7. Keyboard key

10. Grain

11. Make a mistake

12. To the __degree

13. Endure without complaint
15. Chinese-American actress
Ling

Edible stomach lining
Sunrooms

Feared

Most eager

Excessive chatting session
MLB ace

Major Central European
river

27. Muscular weaknesses

30. Where seedlings
germinate

Former monetary unit of
the EU

Personal ads abbreviation
36. Mythical animal

41. Members of Orthodox
Jewish sect

45. German city

46. Algerian coastal city

47. Military men

16.
19.
21.
23.
24.
25.
26.

34.

35.

50. Salt of sulfuric acid

54. Rhododendrons

55. Mixture

56. Recommended quantities
57.007’s creator

59. Men

60. Kids need it

61. Midway between east and
east-northeast

62. OJ trial judge

63. Yes vote

64. USDA branch that
manages the FCIC

65. Create with cloth

CLUES DOWN

1. English seaport

2. What's owed

3. Sound systems

4. Elections feature them

5. Southern constellation

6. London and Brooklyn are
two

7. One-time Ugandan capital

8. Attacked with bombs

9. Rebuke

13. Expression of
disappointment

14. Away to work the soil

17. The human foot

18. Sun up in New York

20. A small island

22. Abnormal rattling sound

27. Make lively

28. Ateam’s best pitcher

29. It goes on the floor

31. Not good

32. Peyton’s little brother

33. Barrier that holds back
water

37. Move quickly

38. Deteriorate with age

39. Colorless crystalline
compound

40. Cheekier

41. Expresses praise or joy

42. Famed boxing promoter

43. Cured sausages

44, Fill with air or gas

47. Angry

48. Chemistry prefix

49. Practitioner of Jamaican
religion

51. Softly bright or radiant

52. Buffer solution used to
separate nucleic acids

53. First responder group

58. Defensive nuclear
weapon
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7L, g LOWELL HIGH SCHOOL WINTER TEAMS

—

hsKeTBALL )

Caleb Clark, Nathaniel Clark, Jacob Cleaver, Nolan Cusack, Logan Dekok, Addison Bruwer, Audrey Conrad, Molly Frederickson, Summer Havey, Alexis
Dawson Douma, Brock Gemmell, Landon Grant, Braiden Hamilton, Reid Howell, Jenavieve Lyon, Aubriegh Oswald, Kyleigh Rau, Faith Stepek, Jillian
Reynolds, Brett Spanbauer, Charles Steinebach, Troy Taylor, and Bradley Weston, and Bailey Wolters.

VandenHout.

JV BASKETBALL

g

£
ARROWS

ig

g, ., o
LUWE ;L‘ ‘ _uwn'
¢

Robert Brabant, Aidan Fitzpatrick, Jackson Fowler, Joseph Graham, Robert Taylor Clark, Emily German, Grace Griffin, Louisa Hirsch, Abigail Kenyon,
Hays, Dawson Huhn, David Kaczanowski, Morgan North, Easton Rich, Dominick Emma McCormick, McKenzie Munson, Ruthie Smith, Alyssa Spanbauer,
Ronchetti, Garrett Smith, Gage Snarski, and Andrew Veldman. Jennie Underwood, and Shelby VanderMeulen.

SKI

Colton Byrne, Cole Lillie, Preston Sobeck, Hunter Stepanovich, Kaylee Byrne,
Elise Charron, Liva Clausen, Clara Eriksson, Delaney Kelley, Gina Redondo,
Emma Schmidt, Sydney Spanbauer, Matelyn Torline, and Olivia Torline.

Catch Up On Lowell High School Sports
ws! the gowell b
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