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by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Dan Czarnecki, Lowell’s 
new director of public works, 
has over 34 years experience 
working in city government, 
nearly 30 of those in public 
works. Czarnecki’s work 
experience includes stints in 
Negaunee, Wyoming, Ionia 
and Grand Haven, Michigan, 
as well as Casper, Wyoming 
and the Muskegon County 
Road Commission. Since 
2011 he has been the public 
works director of Fenton, 
Michigan, a town on the 
east side of the state about 
three times the population of 
Lowell.

“My job here in Lowell 
is basically the same 
position I held in Fenton,” 
Czarnecki said. “Fenton [is] 
a community on the east 
side of Michigan, roughly 
20 miles north of Brighton, 
or 20 miles south of Flint, 
on the US-23 corridor. I 
was there eight and a half 
years. I was in charge of 
streets, storm sewers, parks, 
cemetery, water treatment 
and distribution, sanitary 
sewer collection, facilities 
and equipment. I oversaw 
almost all of the public 
improvement projects in 

Lowell public works director Dan Czarnecki

Kent County Youth Fair 
wraps up 2019 season

Fenton, plus worked with 
the building department to 
review private projects. I 
think Lowell is a gem of a 
community with a wonderful 
small town atmosphere. 
There is a lot the community 
offers that you don’t need to 

go to the big city to find.”
Lowell may be a small 

town, but every city, 
regardless of size, has 
infrastructure to contend 
with.

“My plan for Lowell is 
to work with the public 

works team to continue to 
provide the best service 
to the community and its 
citizens, while looking for 
ways to make community 
improvements in a fiscally 
sound manner,” Czarnecki 
said. “The DPW employees 

are hard-working and very 
knowledgeable. I am amazed 
at the amount of experience 
that is found with the DPW 
work team. There are seven 
employees in public works 

Coverage begins on page 8

Czarnecki, continued, page 4

Pink Arrow Community 
Day: West End Reveal
by Brendan A. Sanders
contributing reporter

One Lowell’s largest 
events of the year is set 
to kick off on Friday, 
Aug. 23 as Pink Arrow 
Pride Community 
Day: West End Reveal 
will start the Pink 
Arrow festivities.

With a new date 
and location this year, 
Pink Arrow Pride 
Community Day: 
West End Reveal will 
be taking place at the 
newly constructed 
Impact Church across 
from Meijer on M-21. 
There will be various 
health and wellness 
vendors inside the 
lobby of the church. 
It will also be taking 
place on a Friday, 
which is scheduled as 
a day off for students.

The most exciting 
aspect of this year’s 
event, though, is the 
brand new location. 
One of the many 
leaders of Pink 
Arrow Pride, Teresa 

Beachum, explained.
“We’ve kind of outgrown 

our last locations,” Beachum 
said. “We originally started 

out at Gilda’s Club. Once we 
got too big for that area, we 
moved to the Riverwalk area. 
Both areas were really great 
to us. This year’s location is 
much more spacious. There 
was just so much happening 
on the West End this year. 

Impact Church invited us 
to use their space this year. 
We thought we should join 

forces with Impact and the 
opening of the park to bring 
the greater Lowell Area 
together in one area. It took 
a lot of working together 
for everything to come 
together.”

This event will serve as 
the official opening to the 
Grand River Riverfront Park 
North. The multi-year, multi-
million-dollar project that 
has seen a new pedestrian 
bridge cross the Grand River, 
connecting the new park to 
the already existing Grand 
River Riverfront Park on the 
south side of the river. This 
brand new bridge will be 
open to the public on Friday, 
Aug. 23.

The park will also be 
showcasing almost all of 
its new features off to the 
community. New pickleball 
courts are now in and they 
will be readily available for 
the community to use. There 
will also be a demonstration 
of the sport for anyone 

Pink Arrow, continued, page 4
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FOR
SALE

Home Overlooking
              Big Pine 
                    Island
                         Lake

Built 
in 2006

Main floor 1996 sq. ft.
Open kitchen with a large island

Large dining and living area
Master bedroom 16 x 14.5 ft.
Master bathroom 15 x 15 ft.

Walk-in closet
Study 11 x 10.5  •  Half bath

Cherry wood floors with tile entry, 
kitchen and laundry.

Oak trim and solid oak doors
Large finished walkout 1600 sq. ft.

2 bedrooms 16 x 13 ft.
Large full bathroom

Storage area with built-In shelves 14 x 50 ft.
Garage 32 x 24 ft.

Natural gas • Township sewer
Entire house with cement siding

616-902-2129
PRE-FINANCING APPROVAL NEEDED

by Patrick Misner
contributing reporter

The last time a 
committee seriously 
considered building a 
community pool in Lowell 
was in the late nineties. 
A group has recently 
come together to discuss 
building the Lowell Area 
Community Center, which 
could include a pool 
among other facilities 
for community-oriented 
events.

Construct Lowell Area 
Youth, CLAY for short, 
is leading this project 
and looking into various 
options for providing 
opportunities for Lowell 
youth and adults to come 
together for collaboration 
and fun. Their website 
states, “CLAY’s 
mission is to provide 
and support enrichment 
programs to build and 
equip  Lowell  area  youth, 
particularly those at-risk, 
with the tools necessary 
to succeed in life.” They 
believe having an official 
community center would 
help achieve these goals 
more effectively.

Robert Rogers is a 
CLAY board member 
and was instrumental in 
starting the process to 
begin discussing options 
for a community center in 
Lowell.

“Construct Lowell 
Area Youth (CLAY) has 
several activities and 
programs in mind for 
our local youth, but we 
lack a facility to host 
them,” Rogers explained. 
“CLAY talked about what 
facilities could we rent or 
purchase and then thought 
about some other needs 
within the community 
that could get satisfied 
in the same building. We 
talked about a community 

Community center in the works for Lowell

center and held a kick-off 
meeting with some key 
community members to 
drum up ideas. Since that 
meeting in September, 
the core group have met, 
outlined ideas, debated 
options, and as a group, 
we’re determined to make 
this happen.”

The group’s first 

meeting to discuss 
the community center 
occurred in September 
of last year. A topic of 
discussion that has come 
up during the meetings are 
the difficulties associated 
with finding a location for 
the center. They would 
like to have one large 
location encompassing all 
of the community center’s 

services, but they have 
also been considering the 
option of having smaller 
satellite sites. Some of 
the benefits of the latter 
option are that they would 
need smaller parcels of 
land, and it could possibly 
serve a greater area.

The group keeps the 
community up to date 

on the process and gets 
feedback on the project 
through a Facebook page. 
They posted pictures there 
in May of some of the 
board members visiting 
Spring Lake Fitness and 
Aquatic Center for ideas. 
They said the center in 
Spring Lake cost $17 
million to build and 
$1 million annually to 

maintain. Another idea 
that has come up at nearly 
every meeting is the 
desire for a community 
pool. In a poll on the 
group’s Facebook page in 
February, 158 out of 185 
people voted for a pool, 
with a fitness center and 
splash pad near the top of 
the list as well.

The idea for a pool 
and community center 
is not new to Lowell. 
The group said that they 
were told this is the sixth 
time people have gotten 
together to turn this goal 
into a reality, and they 
hope they can learn from 
past experiences. They 
have also been able to 
look through a trove of 

documents from 1997-
1999 when another group 
was seriously considering 
building a community 
pool in Lowell. 

“They had a great group 
of people working on that 
attempt, as well,” Roberts 
commented. “They 
met frequently, talked 
about a lot of the same 
topics and had just about 
the same questions we 
have. It appears that the 
effort ended when they 
attempted to establish 
an authority with all 
three municipalities. 
They did get past the 
Needs Assessment and 
Feasibility Studies, which 
we’re at right now in our 
process.”

The needs assessment 
and the feasibility study 
Roberts  alluded to would 
evaluate the community 
and board members’ 
preferences in terms of 
the demographic and 
locational practicality of 
these options. Roberts 
said that the group 

cannot do much more 
planning until these are 
both completed. They 
are currently raising the 
$20,000 needed for these 
two separate analyses that 
each cost around $10,000.

They are looking for 
private and business 
donors for the studies, and 
donations for the project 
can be made to CLAY.

“Donations to Construct 
Lowell Area Youth with 
a specific note indicating 
that the funds are for 
the Community Center 
initiative would be most 
helpful, and donations are 
tax deductible,” Roberts 
explained. “Donations can 
get mailed to PO BOX 
65, Lowell, MI 49331. 
We’re also looking to get 
as many letters of support 
from organizations 
and businesses within 
the community. Those 
letters could detail how a 
community center could 
benefit them specifically. 
If anyone has some 
particular skills and would 
like to volunteer to be part 
of our group, that would 
be helpful too! We’re 
looking for someone 
to maintain a website, 
perhaps an architect and 
fundraising skills just to 
name a few.”

More information can 
also be found on the 
group’s Facebook page or 
website, constructlowell.
org.

•••
No matter how hard we

try to ignore it ,  the
mind always knows truth

and wants clarity.
~ Toni  Morr ison (1931-2019)
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by Brendan A. Sanders
contributing reporter

B-Side Growlers look to 
send the Sizzlin’ Summer 
Concert series off with a 
bang on Thursday, Aug. 
22. This will be the second-
to-last Sizzlin’ Summer 
Concert of the season.

The B-Side Growlers 
are a band based out of 
Grand Rapids whose 
tagline is “tradition 
inspired, toe-tappin’ fired, 
vintage acoustic blues, 
jazz and country.”  The 
band, consisting of Mary 
Lewandoski on vocals, 
guitar, washboard, and 
percussion, Matt Porter on 
upright bass and vocals, 
and Pete Lewandoski 
on guitar, banjo, fiddle 
and vocals have been 
playing music together 
since the 1980s. They 
have a wide range of 
musical experiences 
ranging from classic 
rock covers to classical 
chorus arrangement.  This 
wide range of musical 
experiences allows the 
band to use the various 
sounds to provide their 
music with a truly unique 
style. 

“Tradition inspired” 
music allows them to 
revive some of those 
songs and tunes that have 
been passed down from 
prior generations, that 
have both survived and 
been honed by the passage 
of time to become part of 

B-Side Growlers are next Sizzlin’ Summer Concert
our musical DNA. They 
enjoy relating the rich 
history and circumstances 
of this music, and 
emphasizing some of its 
recurring themes. Many 
contemporary artists 
have done a fine job of 
emulating traditional 
music, and some of those 
songs find their way into 
their sets as well.

“Toe-tappin’ fired” 
music is naturally upbeat 
and perfect for creating a 
festive atmosphere, which 
is a goal of theirs. Much of 
the music was originally 
intended as dance music, 
so it’s only normal for feet 
to keep time to the beat 
when they play. Plus, it 
allows them to have a heck 
of a good time!

“Vintage acoustic” 
instruments are used 
predominantly: a 
resonator guitar, originally 
developed for its ability 
to project, a washboard 
is homegrown percussion 
at its best, open back 
banjo, upright bass is a 
natural rhythm-keeper, 
and the fiddle is the dance-
maker. It’s more than the 
instruments, it’s an overall 
sound they’re going after, 
something friendly and 
close they refer to as the 
“living room” sound. 
Even when amplified, they 
incorporate a system that 
allows them to project this 

Mary Lewandoski of the B-Side Growlers performing at the Fallasburg 
Fall Festival.

unified, intimate sound.
“Blues, jazz and 

country” reflects the 
breadth of their interests, 
giving them many more 
wells from which to draw. 
Incorporating all these 
influences also varies their 
sound, keeping things 
fresh from song to song, 
set to set, night to night, 
and year to year.

Using this  style 
of music, the B-Side 
Growlers have released 
an album most recently 
in 2017, with the release 
of “Home Brewed,” a 
collection of 10 songs. 
John Sinkevics from 
“Local Spins” described 
the release as, “chock full 
of rediscovered classics, 
brought back to life in 
their own minimalist style 
with striking harmonies 
and an engaging flair.” 
“Home Brewed” won the 
Traditions award at the 
WYCE Jammies awards 
celebration, the biggest 
night for local music in 
West Michigan.

The Sizzlin’ Summer 
Concerts are winding 
down, so be sure to attend 
this one on the Riverwalk 
on Thursday, Aug. 22 from 
7 pm. to 8:30 pm. For more 
information on B-Side 
Growlers, visit their 
website at b-sidegrowlers.
com or find them on 
Facebook.
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TO ADVERTISE

YOUR AD

BILL WHEELER
Certified Public 

Accountant

103 Riverside Dr.
Lowell, MI 49331

897-7711

SHANE RISNER • 616-897-1080
email: risnersroofing@gmail.com

website: risnersroofing.com

Dryer Vent Cleaning

INSURED • 20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
Washers • Dryers • Refrigerators

Garbage Disposals • Stoves 
• Dishwashers

RICH CURTIS • 897-5686
209 E. Main St., Lowell

Hours: Mon - Fri 8-7; Sat 8-5:30; Sun 9-3

KIRK COLLINS, OWNER
1450 W. Main St., Lowell

(616) 897-9231

FRY DADDY’S
608 West Main Street 

Lowell, MI 49331
897-FISH

Fish, Shrimp, Wing 
Dings, Chicken Strips

DAILY SPECIALS
Closed Sunday 

& Monday

Shipshape
Service
• UPS Shipping
• Prepaid Drop Off 
• Fax
• Copies
• Laminating
• Printing
• Posters
• Banners

ewsGuide
B uyer’s

Nand
Bringing local information and news to: Lowell ~ Alto ~ Ada ~ Saranac ~ Clarksville ~ Grattan

105 N. Broadway, Lowell
897-9555

with a combined service 
of over 150 years! That is 
something you don’t see very 
often in this line of work. I 
love this type of work, so 
it’s exciting to have a new 
venue, new operations. I 
want to see what I can do 
to make things better for 
this community. Because 
it’s a smaller community 
with fewer things going on, 
I’ll be able to concentrate 
more on everything that we 
do, projects and day-to-day 
operations.”

One of Czarnecki’s co-
workers in Fenton was 
Michael Burns, Lowell’s 
current city manager, who 
used to be the assistant city 
manager there.

“He’s a busy guy, I think 
last week I saw him for 

maybe an hour,” Czarnecki 
said. “We worked well 
together. I wouldn’t have 
come here if I didn’t like 
him! It’s a new place with 
new opportunities, and that’s 
what I like to do. It’s been 
a great transition, and there 
is a great group of people 
working down here. The 
guys have got their hearts 
and minds in the right place 
and they’re very community-
oriented. They’re looking 
out for the community.”

Czarnecki has worked 
all around Michigan, but is 
originally from Kent County. 
He said that in his spare time 
he enjoys doing yard work 
and spending time with his 
family.

“I was born in Grand 
Rapids and grew up in 
Comstock Park,” Czarnecki 

said. “I went to Michigan 
Tech and have a degree in 
civil engineering. I have been 
married to my wife Linda 
for 35 years and we have 
two grown kids. Linda has 
some relatives that live on 
Murray Lake, and when we 
were dating years and years 
ago we would spend a lot of 
time out on that lake. Lowell 
is hustling and bustling now! 
Traffic is heavier and there 
are a lot more people around. 
There is a lot more going on 
in town than I anticipated, 
and in the downtown area 
there are a lot of shops, a lot 
of interesting little places. I 
remember the antique stores 
years ago, now there’s a lot 
more, and it’s nice. Lowell 
is a community with a lot 
going for it.”

Czarnecki, continued

willing to learn the 
game. Children are welcome 
to play gaga ball. For those 
who don’t know what gaga 
ball is, it is a ball game set in 
an octagonal pit. Basically, 
it is like dodgeball. If the 
ball hits your feet, you are 
out. The last person standing 
wins. There will surely be 
some friendly competition 
in the gaga pit.  The park’s 
concession stands will also 
be open for the public. 
Customers will be able to 
purchase ice cream, slushies, 
hot dogs and much more. The 
Yeiter meeting cabin will be 
opened up and staff from 
the Lowell Museum will 
be there to interact with the 
public.  Many other great 
activities will be taking place 
inside and around Impact 
Church for the community 
to enjoy.

People who attend will 
get the chance to purchase 
the 2019 Pink Arrow Force 
XII T-Shirts. There will be 
a pink tent stationed right in 
front of the church selling 
the shirts. T-shirts will be 
$15 for standard sizes, $18 
for 3XL, and $20 for long-
sleeved shirts. These shirts 
will serve as a ticket to the 
Pink Arrow XII festivities on 
Friday, Sept. 13, including 
the Pink Arrow soccer game 
against Forest Hills Central, 
Pink Arrow volleyball 
game against Grand Rapids 
Christian, and to top the 
night off, the Lowell Pink 
Arrow football team going 
up against Greenville. 
The goal for Pink Arrow 
Community Day is to sell 
over 2,000 t-shirts.

A blood drive will be 
taking place onsite with 
Versiti Blood promising to 
donate $10 to Gilda’s Club 
of Lowell for every person 
who signs in to donate blood 
at the drive.

“We ask people come 
inside and donate blood, 
this is usually the largest 
community blood drive the 
city has all year,” Beachum 
said. “The drive will be run 

by Versiti Blood, formally 
known as Michigan Blood. 
It will be right inside the 
church, which will be a 
much more comfortable 
environment for those who 
choose to donate blood. 
Hospitals need blood.”

The Spectrum Health 
Betty Ford Breast Care 
Services bus will be 
providing mammograms 
between 10 am and 5 pm. 
Mammograms are the best 
way to detect early stages of 
breast cancer.

This year is the first-ever 
Pink Arrow Hair Drive. 
People can either come 
inside and have their hair 
cut or they can bring their 
own ponytail of hair that 
they brought from home. 
Amazingly, this hair drive 
was the idea of a first-grader 
at Murray Lake named 
Easton Dressander.  The 
Lowell High School radio 
station WRWW 92.3 FM 
will be hosting a remote at 
the event all day.  Ice cream 
will be provided to the first 
300 people, with cones being 
$2 for those who attend after 
the first 300 people until 
supplies run out. Huntington 
will also have their “mobile 
popsicle mobile” giving 
out free popsicles to all 
that attend. After the event 
finishes, the Lowell Chamber 
of Commerce is hosting “an 
after hours event” on that 
site the same day.

Besides the community, 
the largest beneficiaries to 
the Pink Arrow is Gilda’s 
Club.

“With the success of Pink 
Arrow, we are able to help 
Gilda’s Club,” Beachum 
said. “Gilda’s Club gives 
age-appropriate support to 
K-12 and adults who have 
experienced a cancer or grief 
journey. Educational and 
emotional support is all free 
at Gilda’s Club.”

Beachum is excited 
and appreciative of the 
community’s continued 
support of Pink Arrow Pride 
and all the events that go 
along with it.

“This community realizes 
we have the resources to 
contribute to the health and 
wellness of so many people,” 
Beachum said. “This 
community’s generosity has 
done so much for the lives 
of many. Sponsors continue 
to be so generous to us year 
after year and they have 
impacted the lives that are 
here and will be coming here 
in the future. What happens 
here will help us give back all 
year long for Pink Arrow.”

Once again, Lowell is 
looking to put its best foot 
forward as Pink Arrow Pride 
arrives for another amazing 
year. With many activities for 
all, Pink Arrow Community 
day will not only be fun, but 
hopefully very educational 
for all of those who attend.

Pink Arrow, continued

Teresa Beachum
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Looking back, continued, page 12

Financial Focus
With Christopher C. Godbold

EdwardJones
Serving Individuals Investors Since 1871

viewpoint

We love to hear from you!
The Lowell Ledger welcomes letters to the editor from 

readers, but there are a few conditions that must be met 
before they will be published.

The requirements are:
• All letters must be signed by the writer, with address 

and phone number provided for verification. All that will be 
printed is the writer’s name and community of residence. 
We do not publish anonymous letters, and names will be 
withheld at the editor’s discretion for compelling reasons 
only.

• Letters that contain statements that are libelous or 
slanderous will not be published.

• All letters are subject to editing for style, grammar 
and sense.

• Letters that serve as testimonials for or criticisms of 
businesses will not be accepted.

• Letters serving the function of “cards of thanks” will 
not be accepted unless there is a compelling public interest, 
which will be determined by the editor.

• Letters that include attacks of a personal nature will 
not be published or will be edited heavily.

• “Crossfire” letters between the same two people on 
one issue will be limited to one for each writer.

• In an effort to keep opinions varied, there is a limit of 
one letter per person per month.

• We prefer letters to be printed legibly or typed, 
double-spaced.

As a business owner, 
you can’t afford to ignore 
your competition. You 
can’t afford to miss out on 
the trends affecting your 
industry. You can’t afford 
to alienate customers. And 
here’s one more item to add 
to the list: You can’t afford 
not to create a retirement 
plan for yourself.

Of course, you might 
think that, one day, you’ll 
simply sell your business 

Business Owners: 
You Need Your Own Retirement Plan

and live off the proceeds. 
But selling a business 
isn’t always simple, and 
there’s no guarantee you’ll 
receive enough to pay for 
a comfortable retirement 
– which is why you should 
strongly consider creating a 
retirement plan now.

Here are some of the 
most widely used plans:

SEP-IRA: You can 
contribute up to 25 percent 
of your compensation — 

as much as $56,000 in 
2019 — to a SEP-IRA. 
Your contributions are 
tax deductible and your 
earnings grow tax-deferred 
until withdrawn. This 
plan offers you significant 
flexibility in making 
contributions for yourself 
and your employees. 
Plus, as an employer, you 
can generally deduct, as 
business expenses, any 
contributions you make 
on behalf of your plan 
participants.

SIMPLE IRA: In 2019, 
you can put in up to $13,000 
— or $16,000 if you’re 50 
or older — to a SIMPLE 
IRA. As is the case with the 
SEP-IRA, your earnings 
grow tax deferred. You can 
match your employees’ 
contributions dollar for 
dollar, up to 3 percent 
of compensation. If you 

work for yourself, you can 
combine employee and 
employer contributions, 
so if you use the 3 percent 
matching rule, and you 
earn enough to fully match 
employee contributions, you 
can put in up to $26,000 per 
year (or $32,000 if you’re 
50 or older). Alternatively, 
you could contribute 2 
percent of each eligible 
employee’s compensation 
each year, up to a maximum 
of $5,600, regardless of 
whether the employee 
contributes. Contributions 
to your employees are tax 
deductible.

“Owner-only” 401(k) 
plan: If you have no 
employees other than your 
spouse, you can establish an 
“owner-only” 401(k) plan, 
which functions similarly 
to a 401(k) plan offered by 
a large employer. Between 

salary deferral and profit 
sharing, you can contribute 
up to $56,000, in pre-tax 
dollars, to your owner-only 
401(k), or $62,000 if you’re 
50 or older. Like a SEP-IRA 
and SIMPLE IRA, a 401(k) 
provides the potential to 
accumulate tax-deferred 
earnings. However, you 
could choose to open a 
Roth 401(k), which can 
be funded with after-tax 
dollars. With a Roth 401(k), 
your earnings can grow tax-
free, provided you’ve had 
your account at least five 
years and you don’t start 
taking withdrawals until 
you’re at least 59-1/2.

Which plan is right for 
you? The answer depends 
on several factors, such 
as whether you have any 
employees and how much 
money you can contribute 
each year. But all the 

plans mentioned above are 
generally easy to establish, 
and the administrative costs 
are usually minimal. Most 
important, any one of them 
can help you build some of 
the resources you’ll need to 
enjoy the retirement lifestyle 
you’ve envisioned. To 
select an appropriate plan, 
you may want to consult 
with your tax and financial 
advisors.

In any case, don’t 
wait too long. Time goes 
by quickly, and when you 
reach that day when you’re 
a “former” business owner, 
you’ll want to be prepared.

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

125 years ago
Lowell Ledger

August 22, 1894
Several tons of bass and pickerel were killed in 

Kalamazoo river by the Botsford Paper Mill company 
dumping its refuse chloride of lime into the river above 
the city. At least a ton of large bass weighing five or six 
pounds each and large pickerel were gathered up by 
small boys and fishermen and large quantities have 
spoiled. Game Warden O’Byrne notified the company 
to stop and will prosecute them under the state law 
which prohibits slaughter.

Sheriff McArthur has arrested Martin Blow, a 
young farmer of Dryden, on the charge of poisoning 
farm stock. For ten years past fine stock in the vicinity 
of Blow’s home has been a hazardous investment. 
Sudden and mysterious deaths of horses and cattle 
were frequent and post-mortem examinations showed 
the presence of some kind of poison. The heaviest 
loser has been William H. Blow, father of the young 
man of considerable prominence among Lapeer 
county farmers, being at one time president of the 
Lapeer County Agricultural Society. He was formerly 
a prosperous man, but is now old, nearly bankrupt, 
and is likely to lose his farm through the conduct of 
his son. Young Blow had often been suspected by 

the neighbors, but evidence could never be obtained 
which would fix the crime on him. 

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

August 14, 1919
Wayne Springett broke a wrist and received 

numerous cuts and bruises in a fall from the rear of 
second story of the Hill block Friday. As he fell into 
a concrete window trap three feet deep, his escape 
from more serious injuries was fortunate. The lad was 
trying to slide down a rope, a-la movie.

Ordinarily cheap milk come about this time of year 
when there is a good pasturage, but the reverse is 
the case for Kent county, according to reports by R. 
G. Carr, county agricultural agent, pasturage having 
dried up because of the long rainless period, and 
farmers being compelled to feed cows high priced 
hay and grain.

The Redpath Chautauqua in Lowell closed 
Monday evening with a large attendance, when the 
star number of the five days’ series of entertainments, 
concerts and lectures, “It Pays to Advertise,” was 
presented. This delightful comedy was staged by a 
company of eight artists and their work is declared 
by good judges to have been the best in the dramatic 
line ever seen in Lowell.

75 years
The Lowell Ledger

August 17, 1944
The State Savings Bank of Lowell is observing its 

tenth birthday anniversary. The bank opened its doors 
to the public, August 20, 1934, following the well-
remembered “bank holiday,” which closed most of the 
banks and other financial institutions of the country.

The “Forty and Eight” boxcar from the city of Flint 
drew quite a crowd of interested spectators last 
Friday morning as it parked in Lowell main street for 
a while, en route to the state Legion convention in 
Grand Rapids. It was a neat job and did credit to the 
“motor city.”

“Bo”, well-known canine about town, and a credit 
to the Chow breed, left a few days ago with his 

master, Charles Haner, for his future home in Arizona. 
About a year ago a similar effort resulted in failure 
as “Bo” eluded his master in Grand Rapids and two 
or three days found his way back to Lowell, thereby 
exemplifying his love for the old home town, since 
which time he has resided at the Don Dickerson 
home. Should he ever return he will receive a hearty 
welcome.

50 years
The Lowell Ledger

August 14, 1969
A new patrolman has assumed duties with the 

Lowell Police department. He is James Steven Pace, 
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churchesarea

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

CHRIST-CENTERED, KINGDOM-FOCUSED HOMES
2275 West Main Street - (Barrier Free)

897-7168 • www.fbclowell.org
Pastor Jon Pickens • Lead Pastor

Pastor Andrew Bolkcom • Pastor of Discipleship
Christi Swain • Director of Children's Ministries

SUNDAY  WORSHIP.....9:30 am (Nursery provided)
LIFE GROUPS.................11:00 am (Nursery-Adult)
Awana (K-5 during school year) Wednesday, 6:15 pm

LOWELL UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

discover. grow. share
621 E. Main Street

897-5938
www.lowellumc.com • Barrier Free Entrance

WORSHIP 
9 am - Traditional • 11 am - Contemporary

Kid's Crew 11:15 am
Sr. Pastor - Brad Brillhart

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street

                           897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

 Barrier-free entrance
SUNDAY WORSHIP...........................................9:30
Sunday School.................................................9:30
YOUTH GROUPS  (JR. & SR. HIGH)....................6:00 PM

Worship on the Riverwalk begins July 12 
Pastor Brad Brillhart

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

103 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service............. Sunday - 10:30 AM
Sunday School.................................. 9:15 AM

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street

                           897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

 Barrier-free entrance
SUNDAY WORSHIP...........................................9:30
Sunday School.................................................9:30
YOUTH GROUPS  (JR. & SR. HIGH)....................6:00 PM

Worship on the Riverwalk begins July 12 
Pastor Brad Brillhart

CALVARY CHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Ryan Landt
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship......................10:00 AM
Sunday School......................... 11:20 AM
Evening Worship........................6:00 PM

Nursery available at both services
Barrier-Free

HEALTH
With Drs. 

Wayne A. Christenson III, 
Tracy Lixie & John G. Meier

   - shingles vaccination

St. Mary Catholic 
Church

402 Amity Street • 616-897-9820
Website: www.stmarylowell.com

Weekend Masses: Sat 5 pm; Sun 10:30 am
Confession: Saturdays 3-4:30 pm 

Prayer & Adoration: Wednesdays 8 am to 7 pm
Religious education for children to adults

anniversaries
happy
      birthday

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
865 Lincoln Lake SE • lowellucc.org

Pastor Jon Propper
 Pastor Alyssa Anten

Worship Service - Sundays 10 am
Open Table (No-cost meal) - Thursdays 5 - 7 pm

Open & Affirming • LGBTQ+ Inclusive
616-897-5906

LEGAL NOTICE

August 14, 2019 will 
mark the 65th wedding 
anniversary of Dale L. and 
Charlotte Johnson of Alto. 
They were married August 
14, 1954 at the Bowne 
Center UMC. They are the 
parents of Larry and Susan 
of Florida, Mark A. and 
Peggy of Alto, and Wendie 

Johnson

and Michael McLouth 
of Kentwood. They have 
been blessed with eight 
grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. Dale 
retired from Farm Bureau 
Insurance after 40 years of 
service. They have always 
lived in Alto

Dale and Charlotte Johnson

AUGUST 14
Adam Billingsley, 

Aaron Christenson, Betsey 
Brenk, Bob Wilzcewski.

AUGUST 15
Ben Raymor, Dick 

VanOverbeek, Dena Baylis, 
Donnie Shaffer, Barb 
Callihan, Kim Tubergen, 
Deb Wright, Pam Kline, 
Bill Barber.

AUGUST 16
Helen Vezino, Don 

Gasper, Trent Raab, Mike 
Mooney, Nolan Foster.

AUGUST 17
Brittany Essich, Jordan 

Harding.

AUGUST 18
Matthew D’Agostino, 

Sean Pawloski, Paul Reggie 
Owen, Paul R. Owen II, 
Matthew Milstead.

AUGUST 19
Peggy Idema, Joseph 

Thaler, Lois Boonstra, 
Braydon Brown, Brian 
DeBold, Daryl Chamberlain, 
Charley VanKeulen, Betty 
Wierenga.

AUGUST 20
Mattie Dalziel, 

B.J. Rittersdorf, Alexis 
Holloway, Andrea Bryant, 
Katelyn Kaczanowski.

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Decedent's Estate

FILE NO. 19-205872-DE

Estate of ANNE ELAINE 
NELSON, deceased. 
Date of birth: 
10/13/1932.

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS: The 
decedent, Anne Elaine 
Nelson, died 5/28/2019.

Creditors of the 

decedent are notified 
that all claims against 
the estate will be 
forever barred unless 
presented to Larry 
C. Nelson, personal 
representative, or to 
both the probate court 
at 1441 Grenadier 
Court, Wyoming, MI 
49509 and the personal 
representative within 4 
months after the date 
of publication of this 
notice.

August 5, 2019

Larry C. Nelson
1441 Grenadier Court

Wyoming, MI 49509
616-532-8399

Shingles, or herpes 
zoster, is a condition 
characterized by a painful, 
sometimes blistering rash 
over limited part of the body. 
It can occur in people who 
have had chickenpox in the 
past. The chickenpox virus 
can stay in your system and 
stay inactive. Sometimes it 
stays inactive forever, but 
other times it can become 
reactivated, resulting in 
shingles. Most people 
recover from shingles 
fully, but some people can 
develop a lingering, chronic 
pain condition call post-
herpetic neuralgia. This 
can have a major effect on 
one’s quality of life. This 
condition is also more 
common in older people 
who develop shingles.

Shingles vaccine has 
been available in the US 
since 2006. This vaccine is 
recommended for routine 
use in people over the age of 
60. This vaccine reduces the 
risk of shingles by about 50 
percent and the risk of post-
herpetic neuralgia by about 
67 percent in adults aged 

60 and older. This vaccine 
is a live virus. Because it 
is a live virus, it should 
not be given to people with 
weakened immune systems 
(such as a people receiving 
chemotherapy or other 
strong immune-suppressing 
medications).

In October 2017, 
the CDC issued a 
recommendation for use 
of a new shingles vaccine 
called the recombinant 
zoster vaccine. This vaccine 
is recommended for adults 
age 50 years or older. 
Based on current data, 
this recombinant vaccine 
appears to be more effective 
than the older vaccine, 
reducing the risk of both 
shingles and post-herpetic 
neuralgia by about 90 
percent in adults aged 50 and 
older. It is not a live vaccine 
and should be safer than the 
older vaccine for people 
with weakened immune 
systems. The recombinant 
vaccine involves a series of 
two shots given two to six 
months apart.
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P.O. Box 128
Lowell, MI 49331

 897-9261

Thank you Impact 
Church and First 
Baptist Church
for doing such a 

GREAT job during 
Love Week.

From the
City of Lowell

WE SHIP UPS
The 

Buyers Guide

105 N. Broadway
 Lowell • 897-9555

A few fortunate YMCA members were invited to tour Dorla West’s fabulous gardens. Chris 
and Jim Hodges, Ruth Wood, Bonnie Grooters, Diane LaWarre, Evie Marron, Karen Perkins, 
Bev Anderson, and Diane Bittrick were all in attendance.

Throughout West’s yard are winding paths that lead to whimsical surprises tucked under 
a tree or amidst one of the hydrangeas. Handmade sculptures dot the greenery where you 
can also find umbrellas with glass raindrops shading the sun-fearing plants and flowers. Two 
gazebos beckoned them to sit and enjoy.

A huge catalpa tree dons chandeliers lending shade and beauty to her gardens.
After years of wondering what was behind the white picket fence on the corner we were all 

delighted to discover the enchanting garden and the talent and imagination of West.

YMCA members tour Dorla West’s elaborate garden

Above: Evie Merron looking at some of the artwork in the garden.
Below: Chris Hodges, Dianne LaWarre and Dorla West looking at the 

umbrellas.

Social Security touches 
the lives of nearly every 
American, whether at the 
birth of a child, the loss 
of a loved one, the onset 
of a disability, or the 
transition from work to 
retirement. For more than 
80 years, our programs 
have contributed to the 
financial security of the 
elderly and the disabled. 
Social Security replaces a 
percentage of a worker’s 
pre-retirement income 
based on their lifetime 
earnings. The amount of 
your average wages that 
Social Security retirement 
benefits replaces varies 
depending on your 
earnings and when you 
choose to start benefits. 
If you start benefits after 
full retirement age, these 
percentages are higher. If 
you start benefits earlier, 
these percentages are 
lower. Most financial 
advisers say you will 
need about 70 percent of 
pre-retirement income 

Understanding Social Security benefits
to live comfortably in 
retirement, including your 
Social Security benefits, 
investments, and personal 
savings.

You can learn more 
about retirement benefits 
at www.socialsecurity.
gov/benefits/retirement. 
Our resources and 
publications are easy to 
share with people you 
think might need the 
information.

Many people think of 
Social Security as just a 
retirement program. And 
it’s true that most of the 
people receiving benefits 
are retired, but others 
receive benefits because 
they’re: 

•	 Individuals with 
disabilities;

•	 A spouse or child 
of someone who receives 
benefits;

•	 A divorced spouse 
of someone getting 
or eligible for Social 
Security; 

•	 The spouse or child 
of a worker who died; 

•	 A divorced spouse 
of a worker who died; or 

•	 The dependent 
parent of a worker who 
died. 

If you can’t work 
because of a physical or 
mental condition that’s 
expected to last at least 
one year or result in death, 
you may be eligible for 
Social Security disability 
benefits. 

Our disability rules are 
different from private or 
other government agency 
programs. Qualifying for 
disability from another 
agency or program 
doesn’t mean you will 
be eligible for disability 
benefits from us. Having 
a statement from your 
doctor saying you’re 

disabled doesn’t mean 
you’ll automatically be 
eligible for Social Security 
disability benefits.

We’ve made learning 
about our disability 
programs very easy at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/
benefits/disability.

Please share these 
resources with friends and 
family who might need 
them.

Vonda VanTil is the 
Public Affairs Specialist 
for West Michigan.  You 
can write her c/o Social 
Security Administration, 
3045 Knapp NE, Grand 
Rapids MI 49525 or via 
email at vonda.vantil@
ssa.gov.  

Born on Aug. 14, 1954, Detroit Tigers 
pitcher Mark “The Bird” Fidrych is shown here 
"manicuring the mound" in 1976.

During his brief career, Fidrych was 
known for his eccentric behavior and erratic 
performances. 

Photo by Bob Bartosz, courtesy National 
Baseball Hall of Fame.

Today: Aug. 14
August 14 is the 226th day of the year. There are 41 

more days of summer left, and 139 more days remain 
in 2019.
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Newspaper Reporter
HELP WANTED

The Lowell Ledger is looking 
for a news/feature reporter with 

strong writing skills and can 
meet a deadline. 

Photography experience a plus.
At this time this is a stringer position.

Please send writing samples 
and brief resume to:
The Lowell Ledger

PO Box 128, Lowell, MI 49331
email:

ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com

Another Kent County Youth Fair is in the books

by Brendan A. Sanders
contributing reporter

The Kent County 
Youth Fair was held last 
week from Monday, 
Aug. 5 until Saturday, 
Aug. 10, with many 
amazing events taking 
place throughout the 
week of festivities.

From the crowning 
of the new Kent County 
Youth Fair Court on 
Monday until the end on 
Saturday evening, the 
fair brought many great 
activities for young and 
old. The weather was 
cooperative, with very 
little rain and pleasant 
temperatures.

“We had a couple of 

great days, we’ve had some 
fantastic weather,” said 
Jon Bieneman, president 
of the Kent County Youth 
Fair. “I am very happy that 
we’ve had a great number 
of visitors come out. We had 
a ton of families come out 
for our Reading for Rides 
Day. The fair kind of builds 
momentum-wise throughout 
the week so we’ve had great 
crowds at the end of the 
week.”

The most important part of 
the youth fair is the showing 
of livestock by youth. Kids 
from across the county show 
and sell their livestock. This 
year saw many different 

animals presented to the 
public, including cows, 
pigs, sheep, goats, alpacas, 
chickens, rabbits and horses.

“I grew up showing at 
the fair as a kid. One of 
the reasons I got involved 
was to make sure my kids 
had the same experiences I 
did,”   Bieneman said as he 
held his daughter’s sheep. 
“They work really hard and 
spend a lot of time, so its 
fun to see them get here and 
hang out with their friends 
and have that kind of fair 
experience.”

There were many rides 
that fairgoers got the chance 
to enjoy. The Zipper has 

been a crowd favorite for 
years, and this year was no 
different. There were other 
rides that were new to the 
fair that drew praise from 
fairgoers.

“I like the new addition of 
multiple new rides such as 
the Tornado, as well as the 
mix between the livestock 
and the entertainment,” 
said Tyler Cross, a regular 
fairgoer.

Along with the rides, 
many events were held 
in the free entertainment 
tent. Concerts by Pickin’ 
Roots, Kevin Schafer, and 
Peacemaker gave fans a taste 
of wonderful music. The 

tent also hosted a screening 
of “Country Music,” an 
upcoming movie by Ken 
Burns, along with a talent 
contest, and the fan-favorite 
karaoke night.

“Karaoke night was my 
favorite part of the fair,” 
Tyler Cross laughed.

The Lowell High School 
radio station WRWW 92.3 
FM broadcast much of 
the  live  entertainment over 
the airwaves.

“We do have students 
doing on-air shows when 
there is nothing going on 
onstage, but not a lot of 
that,” said WRWW station 
manager Al Eckman. “We 

have been broadcasting 
the entertainment live 
every night from 7 until 
9 pm.”

Overall, the fair 
was once again a 
resounding success for 
everyone involved. The 
community was able to 
enjoy what may have 
been the last year at the 
Lowell Fairgrounds, 
with the fair expecting 
to move to what is now 
Deer Run Golf Course, 
south of town near I-96.

Next year will look 
to be even better than 
this year’s iteration of 
the Kent County Youth 
Fair.

More photos on page 14
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by Brendan A. Sanders
contributing reporter

Julianne Jorgensen 
is a crafter in Lowell who 
specializes in decorating 
and designing wood 
blocks. These blocks can 
be made to say anything 
that the person wants, 
preferably they are name 
pieces or a small phrase.

"I'm most of the 
time a stay-at-home 
mom; only recently have 
I been more full-time," 
Jorgensen said. "But I've 
been a crafter practically 
my whole life, and I do 
all kinds of things. If I 
like it, I figure out how to 
make it."

Jorgensen has 

MADE IN LOWELL

MICHIGAN • USA

Julianne Jorgensen

This is another installment in the Lowell Ledger's series of feature articles about the many different types of 
artisans who do business in the Lowell area. Some use the Internet as their storefront, others sell their wares out of a 
brick and mortar location. All of them are fascinating people and incredibly talented.

If you know of somebody who makes things and sells them, we want to do a story about it! Contact the Lowell 
Ledger at 616-897-9261 or send a message to ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com

Life-time crafter makes personalized wood block signs 

mastered many different 
crafts throughout her 
lifetime, including 
work in stained glass, 
watercolor painting, 
knitting and acrylic 
painting. She has spent 
much of her life working 
on crafts with other 
moms.

"I was the craft 
coordinator for 'mothers 
of preschool' groups in 
two different cities," 
Jorgensen said, "in 
Denver, CO with a church 
and in Cedar Rapids, 
IA. This was where my 
husband moved, and so 
we just work together. As 
a stay-at-home mom with 
little ones, you can't do 
much, so I ran the crafts 
for those groups. I also 
had a group for a lot of 
moms who didn't have 
time to do crafts at home 
or they had projects that 
were ongoing but they 
just can't get to them. We 
would do a once-a-month 

group where you would 
bring your own crafts, 
and we called it 'DYOTT' 
or 'Do Your Own Thing 
Together.'"

Jorgensen's journey 
to Lowell was much 
different than others, 
living in many places 
outside the state before 
ultimately moving to 
where they are now.

"We lived for 20 years 
in Cedar Rapids and I got 
a job here," Jorgensen 
said. "We were looking 
for something closer to 
our parents. His parents 
live in Muskegon, my 
parents live St. Clair, 
and they're both in their 
late 80s, early 90s, so we 

moved here to be closer 
and help them out."

Julianne's children 
have been a huge 
influence on her work. 
They are a large reason 
why she is creating the 
things she is creating 
today.

"It started when my 
youngest was probably 
six or seven," Jorgensen 
said. "I wanted to make 
her name to put on her 
wall, kind of her own 
personal thing. So I made 
one with individual cut-
out letters, like out of 
wood and that. It was 
rather difficult, but it 
turned out really cool. 
However, I had to hang 
each letter, and that was 
a problem. Then another 
friend's daughter had a 
baby, so as a baby gift 
I made letters for his 
name. Again, difficult, as 
I had to cut individual 
letters out with a band 
saw. I worked at the 

elementary school, and a 
teacher friend was having 
a baby. So the baby gift 
I made her is now what 
I do. I did my daughters' 
friend's names and then 
more baby showers. I 
would give them a flier 
and then ask them what 
colors they wanted, and if 
there were any meanings 
to the baby's names, I'd 
add those in. Sometimes 
I would put the date of 
birth or the baby's weight 
or whatever. I did some 
family names when they 
saw the baby names. 
They were like, oh, could 
you do a family name? 
Okay, sure! It's kind of 
blossomed."

It is a long 
process getting 
everything ready 
for the piece to be 
ready. Jorgensen 
described the many 
steps.

"Okay, so, first 
I find, you know, 
the correct spelling 
of the baby's full 
name," Jorgensen 
said. "Then I ask the 
parents if there's 
a color theme, if 
there's a theme like 
butterflies, or some 
kind of theme that 
they want for the 

child's room. And then 
I ask them if there's any 
special Bible verses or 
meanings to the names. 
I take notes! Then I pull 
scrapbook papers that 
match the color theme, 
cut off the blocks, cut out 
the papers, decorate the 
papers with stamps and 
colors, put the letters on 
the papers, put the extra 
things like the verses and 
the meanings and those 

extra things on, putting 
them on the blocks. If 
there are 3-D elements 
like buttons or for the 
girls, I have little beads 
and stuff like that. Those 
are the last things to go 
on. Then I put the hooks 
on and I sign the back."

When asked if she 
had a favorite piece, she 
did have one specific 
piece in mind.

"You know, they 
have their own particular 
character to them, but 
there is one," Jorgensen 
said. "I'm making his 
brother's name now. 
The mom and dad are 
very musical, so they 
wanted music, but they 
also wanted kind of an 

outdoor thing. I'm also 
a photographer. So, 
this young woman I've 
known since she was in 
fourth or fifth grade, I 
took her senior picture 
and then I took her 
engagement pictures. 
I could not go to her 
wedding because we had 
moved to Michigan by 
then. She wanted green 
and blue, she wanted 
music and the outdoorsy 
theme. I found some 
paper that looked like 
wood and I made these 
posts and what looked 
like barbed wire. The 
outdoorsy/woodsy kind 
of thing. I had a music 
stamp, and then, of 
course, the music notes, 

I think this is just 
fun and I like the 
originality of the 
barbed wire and 
the post with the 
birds."

Jorgensen 
has done a lot 
of work trying 
to teach others 
her craft through 
little classes that 
contain around 
eight to 12 people. 
There, she would 
give lessons on 

how to create her blocks.
"I ran a class at 

Chick-Fil-A south of 
M6 in Kalamazoo," 
Jorgensen said. "I also 
ran a classroom. I had 
all the blocks cut for 
them and the letters they 
printed so they can come 
out. We had like 'Merry 
Christmas' and things 
like that, and everybody 
did their own. And then 
I taught them how to do 
it. I did that at Chick-
Fil-A and I did that at my 
church. So if somebody 
had a group of six or 
eight women who want 
to meet at a church or 
in their home, I can get 
there and do that. That's 
something that I could 
set up for a Saturday 
afternoon. It takes about 
three hours to do. Some 
people are more detailed 
than others. I give plenty 
of time to get it done."

Jorgensen's work has 
been very impressive. 
If you would like to 
know more about some 
of her work and her 
pricing, email her at 
juliannej101087@gmail.
com.
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Lend A Hand
VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

GET A LOCAL 
PERSPECTIVE ON 
OUR COMMUNITY
From community developments to a look at new businesses 
in town, interesting people in our community, dining, sports, 
entertainment and much more, it can all be found in the Lowell Ledger!

Don’t 
miss out on 
community 

news - Start your 
subscription 

today by calling 
897-9261

105 N. Broadway - 897-9261

Subscription Rates
$25  per year In Kent County 

with a zip code beginning with 493 or 495
$36 per year outside Kent County

by Sierra Heishetter
Lowell High School Junior

Lowell Area Schools is 
back in session on August 
20th. I am not really sure 
how to feel about that. This 
summer has been absolutely 
incredible. I’ve had so 
many great experiences 
and made so many fantastic 
memories, but I am also 
excited for the things a new 
year can bring.

A new school year is 
a fresh start. For students, 
the back-to-school season 
is a chance to reinvent some 
part of themselves just like 
the traditional New Year. 
As the first day of school 
approaches, I’d like to share 

a few things I’m hoping to 
reinvent this school year.

First and foremost, 
learning. I am so excited for 
the new subjects I’m taking 
this year. Last year I took 
my first AP classes and they 
were such a fun challenge. 

It's back to school next week for LAS   
This year I am continuing 
with advanced studies 
and I am so stoked for the 
knowledge I will gain.

School is a lot of things 
to a lot of people, but I hope 
that it is a place of learning 
for everyone. You don’t 
have to love every subject 
or excel in every class, but 
this year I encourage an 
open mind when attending 
new classes. You never 
know what kind of new and 
fantastic information can 
sneak itself into your brain 
when you keep an open 
mind.

That doesn’t mean you 
can’t also have fun however. 

School is the best 
opportunity to 
find what you are 
passionate about. 
Join clubs, sports, 
and try new 
things. Have fun. 
You are only in 
high school once, 
and I am going 
(and encourage 
everyone) to live 
that experience to 
the fullest.

This year is my junior 
year, which is stressful 
for a lot of reasons. It is 
standardized testing year 
which means a whole lot of 
SAT and ACT test prep.

This is also the year that 
the world kind of expects 

you to have an answer to 
the question, “So, where 
are you going to school?” 
or “What are you going to 
major in?” I’m not sure if I 
have those answers yet, but 
an appropriate response is 
expected regardless.

With major tests 
and future plans added 
to the daily onslaught 
of everyday school life, 
it can be hard to feel in 
control as the days roll 
by. A good goal for this 
year is to prioritize your 
health and mental state 
over anything else that 
life will throw at you.

The grades and 
assignments and essays 
will not matter if you do 
not have the strength to 
carry yourself through 
the day. 

Sometimes you can’t 
handle it all, and that is 
ok. I encourage everyone 
to ask for help when 
they need it, know your 
limits, and be loyal to 
yourself before any other 
commitments. A person 
matters more than a grade 
point average.

Finally, a new school 
year means a chance to start 
new friendships and expand 
on old ones. Schools are 
interesting places because 
there are so many examples 
of the different shades of 

humanity crammed into one 
singular building.

With so many 
personalities and 
relationships interacting in 
one space, it can be hard 
to recognize anyone except 

the people immediately 
around you. It is easy to 
accidentally hurt someone’s 
feelings without meaning 
to, without even knowing 
you did it.

This school year I 
ask everyone to be more 
conscious of the people they 
impact everyday. While 
living your story, you forget 

that thousands of other 
stories are being lived all 
around you. 

If you are ever in a 
chapter of a person's life, 
make sure you are a helpful 
sidekick to the protagonist, 

and not the villain of the 
story. 

The new school year 
is a great opportunity for a 
new attitude, but you don’t 
need a special occasion to 
implement these things into 
your life.

Everyone - students, 
parents, teachers, and 
everyone in between - will 

have better lives if they find 
what they are passionate 
about, prioritize their health 
and mental state, and be 
conscious of the people 
affected by their actions.

I hope every student has 

a positive back-to-school 
experience, and if you aren’t 
a student, I hope you can 
have some new, positive 
experience soon. 

This year will be a fresh 
start, and I have a feeling it 
will be one of the best ones 
yet. 

Lowell cyclists are 
preparing to ride in the 49th 
annual Dick Allen Lansing 
to Mackinaw (DALMAC) 
bicycle tour at the end of the 
month.  

Founded in 1971 by 
former State Sen. Dick 
Allen, DALMAC offers 
riders a choice of routes 
beginning on Wednesday, 
Aug. 28, or Thursday, Aug. 
29, which leave from East 
Lansing and end on Sunday, 
Sept. 1, in Mackinaw City.  
Newer options include a 
three-day route that departs 
from Grayling Friday 
morning or a two-day route 
that leaves from Cheboygan 
Saturday morning.

Over 1,200 riders are 
expected to participate in 
the 2019 tour.

Lowell bicyclists prepare 
for annual DALMAC tour

DALMAC seeks to 
develop an appreciation of 
bicycling as both recreation 
and transportation, to 
promote a bicycle-friendly 
environment in Michigan 
and to demonstrate how 
bicycles and other vehicles 
can safely share our state 
roads.  It is a recreational 
tour open to all capable, 
interested bicyclists. 

Proceeds from the tour 
have enabled The DALMAC 
Fund to grant over $1.3 
million to bicycling-related 
organizations and causes 
since 1985.  Programs 
benefiting from these 
grants represent a variety of 
purposes, from trail projects 
to public safety to extending 
bicycling opportunities to 
those with disabilities.

DALMAC is hosted 
by the Lansing-based 
Tri-County Bicycle 
Association (TCBA), the 
largest local bicycling 
organization in Michigan, 
with approximately 1,000 
members. The year-round 
efforts of TCBA volunteers 
make it possible to offer 
a high-quality tour at a 
reasonable price and to 
raise money in support of 
bicycling programs without 
asking riders to collect 
pledges. 

Local riders and their 
routes are: Randall Eckard 
of Lowell, 4 day west; 
Ann Nichols of Lowell, 2 
day east; and George E. 
Raimer of Saranac, 5 day 
west. None have done past 
DALMACs.
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   - SOCCER SPORTS
Red Arrow

 BOYS & GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY
* Denotes a meet at LHS

8/21 time TBA - Hesperia Baker Woods
8/24 time TBA Benzie Central Invitational

BOYS VARSITY FOOTBALL
* Denotes a home game at Red Arrow Stadium 

8/29 at 7 pm Detroit Loyola*

GIRLS VARSITY VOLLEYBALL
* Denotes a home game

8/24 at 8:30 am Grand Haven Lakeshore
8/28 at 5 pm Caledonia Mini Invite

 
BOYS VARSITY SOCCER 

* Denotes a home game at Red Arrow Stadium 
8/17 at 10:30 am at Catholic Central
8/17 at noon FHL at Catholic Central

8/20 at 6:45 pm at Rockford
8/23 at 6:45 pm at FHN

 
GIRLS VARSITY GOLF

* Denotes a game at Arrowhead Golf Course 
8/19 at 3:30 pm Kenowa Hills at Gracewil CC
8/23 at 12:30 pm TK Invite at Yankee Springs

8/26 at 3:30 pm Lakewood*

BOYS VARSITY TENNIS
* Denotes a home game at Red Arrow Stadium 

8/22 at 4:15 pm Wyoming*
8/26 at 4:15 pm Unity Christian

SWIM & DIVE
8/27 at 7 pm GR Christian, Tri with Grandville

by Justin Scott
contributing reporter

The Lowell High 
School boys soccer program 
will be putting on their third 
annual alumni game this 
Friday at Bob Perry Field at 
6:00 pm.

Each year, the 
game raises funds for an 
important cause close to 
the LHS soccer community. 
This year, the game will 
be raising funds for the 
Austin Lancaster Memorial 
Scholarship. From the 
scholarship’s Facebook 
page: “The Austin Lancaster 
Memorial Scholarship has 
been established by family 
and friends in memory of 
Austin, a varsity soccer 
player. This one-year award 
is given to an LHS varsity 
letter winning senior athlete 

Third annual LHS soccer alumni game set for Friday
planning to play a collegiate 
sport. Leadership, extra-
curricular activities, and 
financial need will also be 
considered.” Last year’s 
game raised $1,466 also 
benefited the scholarship 
fund.

Red Arrow fans can get 
their first look at the 2019 
Lowell High School varsity 
boys soccer team as they 
face off against a group 
of Lowell High School 
alumni soccer players. This 
year, the roster for alumni 
team includes: Jake Sweet, 
2014; Ian Grohman, 2014; 
Aaron Snell, 1992; David 
Kropf, 2004; Liam Kelley, 
2014; Landon Smith, 2017; 
Douglas Kelly, 1988; Katlin 
Manszewski, 2008; Logan 
Smith, 2017; Will Athman, 

2012; Raul Damian, 2014; 
Spencer Lyon, 2014; 
Logan Landman, 2017; 
Nick Struckmeyer, 2019; 
Ben Noffke, 2017; Ryan 
Noffke, 2018; Ben Hanson, 
2006; Chris Barlow, 2007; 
Sean Mandle, 2002; Grant 
Breuker, 2012; Nick Abdoo, 
2008; Patrick Vogel, 2003; 
Robbie Dubisky, 2017; Josh 
Theisen, 2014 and Denny 
Briggs, 1997.

It’s a great opportunity 
to see some of the best 
players from lowell soccer’s 
past compete once again. 
Past games have been fun, 
fast, high-scoring affairs 
with 12 goals scored in 
2017 and 9 goals scored last 
year. 

Lowell JV boys soccer 
head coach Jake Sweet, who 

helped launch the event in 
2017, is looking forward 
to seeing a great crowd on 
Friday. “We’d like to make 
it a bigger event each year. 
My goal is to incorporate 
as many alumni as we can 
to get them involved in the 
program. I also love being 
able to connect with all 
the past players and seeing 
the enthusiasm from them. 
We have players from the 
Class of 2019 to the Class 
of 1988, it’s awesome to 
see players wanting to play 
again.”

Asked about plans for 
the future, Coach Sweet 
told us “Incorporating a 
women’s game has been 
brought up, and I want to 
get that going somehow.”

Robbie Dubisky (LHS 
Class of 2017), who played 
outside midfielder for the 
Lowell soccer program 
during high school, will be 
partaking in the event for 
the third consecutive year. 
“I’m looking forward to 
being back at Bob Perry 
Field and playing with guys 
I played with in high school. 
It definitely brings back 
memories, and it’s a good 
opportunity for the current 
varsity players to learn how 
to play as a team early,” 
Dubisky says regarding 
participating again this year. 
“It’s amazing we’ve turned 
this into both a preseason 
game for the boys team as 
well as a fundraiser for the 
Austin Lancaster Memorial 
Scholarship.”

Entrance for the event 
is a suggested donation 

to the Austin Lancaster 
Memorial Scholarship 
fund. Concessions also are 
a suggested $5 donation 
which includes a full meal. 
The game will kick off at 
6:00 pm on Friday, August 
16, at Lowell’s Bob Perry 
Field. Warm-ups begin at 
5:00 pm.

“It’s not just an alumni 
game, it’s a Red Arrow 
community game. Come out 
and support a great cause 
Friday night!” - Coach 
Sweet

Past results: 2017 - 6-6 
Draw, LHS varsity won 4-3 
on PKs; 2018 - LHS varsity 
won 7-2

Chris Barlow (Class of 2007) looking to get past Nick Struckmeyer in 
last year’s game.

Justin Wade tries to gain possession against Liam Kelley (Class of 
2014) in last Year’s Alumni Game.
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obituaries

PUZZLE  SOLUTIONS

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

Call Today!
616-890-2348

Your Local Tree Care Experts
~ Tree & Shrub Fertilization
~ Disease & Insect Control
~ Pruning & Tree Removal
~ Stump Grinding
~ Fully Insured

MCDONALD
Charles Patrick “Charlie” McDonald, age 81, passed 
peacefully at his home on Murray Lake. He was born 
March 15 to Emma (Kropf) and John McDonald at his 
Kropf grandparents’ farmhouse. Emma was the Lowell 
Centennial Queen in 1931. 
Although born an only 
child, his life on the farm 
gave him many “siblings” 
cousins; Donna Jean Ford, 
Pam Briggs, Bob, Helen, 
Roger and Ken Kropf. 
Living near Murray Lake, 
Charles spent countless 
hours swimming, fishing 
and boating with his 
boyhood and lifelong 
friends Ed and Mike 
Stephens. Charlie met the 
love of his life, Kathryn 
Cowan, and they spent 35 years together in Lansing 
working and raising their daughters, before retiring to 
their cottage on Murray Lake. Charlie is survived by 
Kay, his loving bride of 58 years; daughters, Ann Marie 

(Tim) Nelson and Lorelee 
(David) McCleary; five 
grandchildren, five great 
grandchildren, many in-
laws, nieces and nephews 
from England, Australia, 
Michigan, Alaska, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Georgia, 
and on… Charlie served 
in the Army and National 
Guard. He was a 
Commander and lifetime 
member in the United 
States Power Squadron 
and held the position of 

Education Officer for the Lansing chapter. In his 50’s, 
he earned his Ultralight Pilot wings and had his own 
private plane and airfield at Kropf Orchards. Charlie 
was an avid hunter and marksman. He spent countless 
hours grooming the grounds and mentoring new 
shooters at the Tri-Town Conservation Club. There will 
be a celebration of his life at the Tri-Town Conservation 
Club in Lowell on August 17 from 2-5 pm. All family and 
friends are welcome.

VAN PUTTEN
Jacob G. “Jack” Van Putten, age 63 of Lowell, passed 
away unexpectedly Friday, August 9, 2019, at his 
childhood home on Murray Lake. Before his death, 
he was one of the longest year round residents on 
the lake. Jack was born on July 22, 1956, in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan to Jacob and Marry (Kleynenberg) 
Van Putten.  He graduated from Lowell High School in 
1974. As a child, he loved to disassemble, tinker, and 
figure out how things worked. In life, Jack was a master 
of all trades but electricity was his passion. Jack’s 
natural mechanical aptitude became a way for him to 
support his family and help people in need. Jack was a 
Master Electrician for over 40 years, a trade he learned 
from his father and also passed down to his own son. 
Jack worked for over 20 years as a Corporate Plant 
Engineer for Lescoa in Grand Rapids, MI. After that, 
Jack went into business for himself until his death. Even 
though he loved his occupation, he cherished his family 

above all. On May 3, 
1975, Jack married 
the love of his life, 
Judith “Judy” Schuelke, 
together they raised 
three children. He 
enjoyed spending time 
as a family, vacationing 
at Cedar Point was 
his favorite trip. Jack 
always came through 
when you needed him, 
and was the type of 
person that could help 
you work your way out 
of almost any problem.
He was preceded in 

death by his father, Jacob G. Van Putten; mother, Mary 
K. Van Putten; grandson, Hunter I. Johnson; nephew, 
Gary L. Parcher; and brother-in-law, Daniel Homrich. 
Jack is survived by his wife of 44 years, Judith “Judy” 
Van Putten of Lowell; children, Jennifer (Beau) Johnson, 
Jessica (Matthew) Polczak, Jacob (Shelby) Van 
Putten; grandchildren, Collin, Chloe, Evan Johnson, 
Tyler Austin, Dylan, Avery Polczak, Ashtyn, Jack Van 
Putten; siblings, Diane (Dave) Fleeger, Donna (Gary) 
Parcher, Richard Van Putten; sisters-in-law, Katherine 
(Don) Ladner, Mary (Ed) Schmidt, Rebecca (Matt) 
Shehorn; brother-in-law, David Schuelke; several 
nieces, nephews, and beloved dog Penny. Visitation 
will be held Thursday, August 15, 2019, from 11 AM to 
1 PM at Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. Hudson, Lowell, 
MI 49331 with funeral services following at 1 PM. The 
family invites you to a luncheon after the service from 
2 to 5pm at Impact Church, 11840 Fulton St E Lowell, 
MI 49331.  In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to Cub Scout’s #3134 or Girl Scout Troop 
#8138.

TRIVIA

What is the Michigan 
State wildflower?

A:  Dwarf Lake Iris.

During the American 
Revolutionary War, 
What role did Detroit 
play during the 
Revolutionary War?

A: It was an important British supply 
center.

What is now 
Michigan was colonized 
by French explorers in 
the 17th century and 
became a part of what?

A:  New France.

23, a Vietnam veteran and former member of the local 
police reserves. The son of former School Supt. and 
Mrs. James C. Pace, he graduated from North Huron 
high school, Kinde, Mich.

A safe stolen from a Lowell auto agency about 
three years ago has been found. After months of 
investigation, Kent County Sheriff detectives and 
Lowell police finally located the stolen safe from 
Azarello Chevrolet, hidden under a thicket of brush in 
a cornfield near Greenville.

State funds for the 1969 4-H Youth Fair, now in 
progress in Lowell, were in jeopardy until the Kent 
County 4-H Fair Board paid the Michigan Department 
of Agriculture a total of $558.76 incorrectly paid for 
premiums in the 1968 fair, it was reported this week.

25 years
The Lowell Ledger

August 17, 1994
Michigan Wire vice president/general manager, 

Dean Lonick, responded publicly to complaints levied 
(Aug. 1) against the Lowell company Monday night. 
Lonick stated his surprise of the complaints. “In the 
four-and-a-half years I’ve been with Michigan Wire, 
this is the first I’ve heard of these types of complaints,” 
Lonick said.

Not even a drizzle of rain could keep fans from 
enjoying the opening night of this year’s Lowell 
Showboat. Radney Foster and Andy Childs kicked off 
the two-day celebration with country music for all types 
of fans.

If the baseball strike keeps up, many people may 
forget about this year’s games, but at least one fan has 
memories which will last a lifetime. Elizabeth Vezino 
recently got to do something that many Americans can 
only dream of, she was a batgirl for the Detroit Tigers 
for a day.

Looking Back, 
continued

105 N. Broadway, Lowell

897-9261
litho@lowellbuyersguide.com

WHERE’S YOUR  CARD?
Let us get you started with professional design and 
printing solutions for all of your marketing 
and promotional needs!

See us for
Business Cards • Flyers • Brochures • 

Banners • Posters • Envelopes • Labels 

• Newsletters • Invitations • Calendars •  

Tickets & Much More!

Printed in-house for fast turnaround

Business Card Prices
100# Matte Stock, 4 color
250 - $28.00
500 - $35.00
1000 - $44.00
No setup charge
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classifiedsoffice hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

for sale
FIREARMS FOR SALE - By 
owner. Call 269-359-8444. 
FARM FRESH PRODUCE  
- In season with sweet 
corn, tomatoes, peppers, 
cukes, melons, onions, red 
potatoes, cabbage & more! 
Vanden Bosch Produce, 
2999 Lincoln Lake Ave, 
North of Lowell between 3 & 
4 Mile Road. Call 485-4033 
for product availability. 
EXCEPTIONAL PERFOR-
MANCE AND VALUE - Re-
quires less wood & provides 
more heat. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. 
Call today! 616-554-8669. 
SOS Property Maintenance 
LLC, 6950 Hammond Ave, 
Caledonia. We are your 
local sales, service & parts 
dealer! TFN

2010 BOWFLEX TRED 
CLIMBER - $200. Call 616-
283-0414.
QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.TFN  
OXYGEN - Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 866-376-
8473 (MICH)
USED TIRES - Call with 
size, 616-292-7649/616-
295-8820. Rob’s Auto - 
thanks.TFN  

PIONEER POLE BUILD-
INGS- Free Estimates-
Licensed and insured-2x6 
Trusses-45 Year War-
ranty Galvalume Steel-19 
Colors-Since 1976-#1 in 
Michigan-Call Today 1-800-
292-0679. (MICH)
FREE AD! - Place & pay  for 
a classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger 
for 3 weeks & receive the 
4th week FREE! You must 
mention the special in order 
to receive this offer. Valid 
only with new classified ads 
& must be paid for when ad 
is placed.  Call 897-9555.
USE PARACIDE® SHAM-
POO - to control fleas & 
ticks on dogs & cats. El-
minate doggy odor restore 
healthy coat. At Tractor 
Supply (www.kennelvax.
com).
2018 BUMPER TRAILER - 
22’, large refrigerator, lots of 
kitchen cupboards, regular 
bed, small closet each side 
of bed, storage end-to-end 
in front of trailer. $11,500. 
Call 616-283-0414.
DAVAL’S USED FURNI-
TURE & ANTIQUES - Six 
buildings with 15,000 sq. ft. 
of quality furniture, antiques 
& collectibles. We are truly 
a destination place and 
worth the drive. WE BUY 
ESTATES. Layaway terms 
available. Visa, Master-
card, & Discover accepted. 
2 miles W of Hastings at 
2084 W. M43 Hwy. near 
Bob’s Gun & Tackle. Hours 
- Sun: 12-5; M-Th: 10-6; 
Fri: 10-8; Sat: 9-5. 269-
948-2463.

servicesmisc.
WE DO BUSINESS IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING 
LAW - Equal Housing Op-
portunity. It is illegal to dis-
criminate against any per-
son because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national 
origin in the sale or rental 
of housing or residential 
lots; in the advertising the 
sale or rental of housing, 
in the financing of housing. 
Anyone who feels he or 
she has been discriminated 
against may file a complaint 
of housing discrimination: 
1-800-669-9777 (toll free) 
1-800-927-9275 (TTY).

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

help wanted

AND 
ONGOING EVENTS

REACH OVER 100,000 
AREA HOMES - with our 
Marketplace! One call & 
one payment, only $40! 
Includes 20 words & 1 black 
& white photo. Only items 
for sale please. Perfect 
place to advertise a vehicle 
or camper for sale! The ad 
runs in the Lowell Buyer’s 
Guide & News, Hastings 
Reminder, Marshall Advi-
sor/Chronicle & Battle 
Creek Shopper News. Call 
897-9555 or stop by 105 N. 
Broadway for more info.

PLEASE NOTE  - Coming Events 
are for non-profit organizations. 
If you are charging admission 
for an event - it is considered an 
advertisement. Coming events 
are on a space available basis & 
ARE NOT GUARANTEED. If you 
would like to make sure your event 
is placed in the paper, please call 
our office & place it as a classified 
ad. We will not accept ANY Garage 
or sales (including fundraisers) 
as a coming event. All Coming 
Events or changes to coming 
events should be submitted by 
fax: 897-4809, email: classifieds@
lowellbuyersguide.com, by mail: 
PO Box 128, Lowell, MI 49331 or 
in person: 105 N. Broadway. 

ATTENTION SENIORS - Every 
Friday evening seniors get to-
gether for conversation, food, 
dancing and music. Cunningham 
Acre, 4980 W. Pepper Lake Rd. on  
route M-50, 1 1/4 miles W. of Lake 
Odessa. For more information 
contact Betty at 616-374-7512.

MAHJONGG AT THE LIBRARY - 
Through - Aug. 30, every Friday, 1 
pm. American Mahjongg: a game 
of skill, strategy and calculation. 
All skill levels welcome. Bring 
your own mahjongg set or borrow 
ours. Seating is limited. For adults. 
Englehardt Branch Library, 200 N. 
Monroe, Lowell. 616-784-2007, 
www.kdl.org

FAMILY YOGA SATURDAYS  - 
Now - Aug. 24, Every Saturday, 
11 am. Family yoga is an all-ages 
activity with a focus on the benefits 
of mindfulness. Together we will 
engage in fun poses, learn how 
to breathe, be creative with yoga 
activities/games and relax. For 
ages 6 and up with a caregiver. 
Space is limited; first come, first 
served. Doors open 30 minutes 
before the program begins. 
Englehardt Branch Library, 200 
N. Monroe, Lowell. 616-784-2007, 
www.kdl.org

TECH SESSIONS - 3-5 pm by 
appointment. One-on-one as-
sistance with basic computer 
skills,  tablets, smart phones, 
downloadable material using the 
free library platforms, etc. Please 
inform library staff with detailed 
information on what assistance 
is needed when scheduling the 
appointment at 616-633-1001. 
Clarksville Area Library, 165 N. 

Main, Clarksville.

WOMEN FOR SOBRIETY - meets 
every Monday, 7-8 p.m. at Bowne 
Center United Methodist Church, 
fellowship hall, 12051 84th St., 
corner of Alden Nash. Call Sue 
at 868-6219 or www.womenfor 
sobriety.org

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a 
Christ-centered, Biblically- based 
12 step program for people with 
hurts, hang-ups and habits. Meets 
every Thursday from 6:30 - 8:30 
pm at Impact, 11840 Fulton St., 
Lowell. Open to all who are 18 
years or older. Fourth Thursday of 
each month is Chip Night when we 
celebrate a meal together starting 
at 6 pm.

BOWNE TOWNSHIP HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY- meets the second 
Monday of the month at 10 a.m.  
in the Historical Museum at 84th/
Alden Nash.

NEEDLERS - Meet the second 
& fourth Tuesday of the month 
from, 5  to 8 pm at Franciscan 
Life Processing Center, 11650 
Downes St. NE, Lowell.

WOMEN OF THE MOOSE - third 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. for business 
meeting.

ALTO AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY - meets the second 
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
the Alto American Legion Post.

V.F.W. POST  #8303 - meets the 
first Monday at 7 p.m. at 3116 
Alden Nash S.E.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 102 - ev-
ery Monday, 7-8:30 p.m. during  
school year in  Scout Cabin at 
the end of N. Washington St. 
Ages 11 and up or completing 
5th grade.  Call Scoutmaster Clay 
VanderWarf, 616-485-3429 or Del 
Rockwell at 897-6814.

VERGENNES CLUB MEETS - at 
1 p.m. on the first Thursday of the 
month March thru Nov. Meeting 
at Schneider Manor Community 
Room. Program & refreshments. 
Guests welcome.

AMERICAN LEGION #152 
MEETING - fourth Monday of the 
month, 7 pm. Lowell Veteran’s 
Center, 3116 Alden Nash SE, 
Lowell. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
TOPS MI #372 -   every Tuesday, 
weigh-ins at 5:45 p.m. in the ac-
tivity room at Schneider Manor.

TECH SESSIONS - 9 am - 1 pm 
by appointment on Wednesdays. 
One-on-one assistance with basic 
computer skills, tablets, smart 
phones, downloadable material 
using the free library platforms, 
etc. Please inform library staff 
with detailed information on what 
assistance is needed when sched-
uling the appointment. Saranac 
Public Library, 61 Bridge St., 
Saranac. 616-642-9146.

CUB SCOUT PACK 3188 - meets 
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, 
621 E. Main.

QUA-KE-ZIK SPORTSMANS 
CLUB -  meets second and third 
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. at  8731 
West Riverside Dr. Go to www.
qua-ke-zik.org for information. 
New members welcome.

MINECRAFT - 1st  Monday of 
the month at 4:30 pm. Get your 
Minecraft fix & show off your 
world-building skills. The library 
has a limited number of comput-
ers & licenses for Minecraft. First 
come, first served. No registration 
required. Englehardt Branch Li-
brary, 200 N. Monroe St., Lowell, 
784-2007, www.kdl.org

TECH SAVY SENIORS - 3rd 
Wednesday of the month, 1-2 pm. 
For older people in a digital world, 
it's easy to become overwhelmed 
or feel intimidated by all the new 
technology around us. Join us to 
discuss current tech topics & gain 
the kills and confidence to access 
infomation & services online. No 
registration required. Englehardt 
Branch Library, 200 N. Monroe St., 
Lowell, 784-2007, www.kdl.org

LOWELL AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB - Open Radio Room Thurs-
days, 7 pm at Flat River Outreach 
Ministries, 11535 Fulton St. E. 
General meeting 3rd Thursday. 
www.w8lrc.org 145.27 MHz.

FLAT RIVER OUTREACH MIN-
ISTRIES TREASURE’S THRIFT 
SHOP HOURS -  Tues - Fri. 10 
-   6 p.m.;  Sat. 10 - 2 p.m. at 
11535 Fulton St. E. Thrift Shop, 
897-8260; Resource Center, 
897-8260.

VENDORS WANTED - for 
the Alto Harvest Festival 
Craft & Vendor Show at 
the Alto Harvest Festival & 
Car Show, Sat., Sept. 21, 
downtown Alto. Outdoor 
show, 10 x 10 space 
$35. Email altocraftshow@
gmail.com for registration 
form and complete details. 
I  WA N T  T O  B U Y 
-  Refrigerator, stove, 
washer, dryer & furniture 
in good shape. Have cash. 
989-584-6818.TFN  
TOP CASH PAID! FOR 
OLD MOTORCYCLES! 
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 
888-800-1932 or 920-371-
0494 (MICH)
WANTED FREON R12: 
We pay CA$H. R12 R500 
R11 Convenient, Certified 
Professionals (312) 291-
9169 RefrigerantFinders.
com/ads (MICH)

NEWSPAPER REPORTER 
- The Lowell Ledger is 
looking for a news/feature 
reporter with strong writing 
skills and can meet a 
deadline. This is a stringer 
position. Please send writing 
samples & brief resume 
to: The Lowell Ledger, 
PO Box 128, Lowell, MI 
49331; email to: ledger@
lowellbuyersguide.com
NEED EXTRA CASH? -  We 
are taking applications for 
carriers to deliver the Buy-
ers Guide on Saturdays. 
Must be dependable! Work 
less than 1 day a week! Get 
paid weekly, pickup papers 
at Buyers Guide office. 
Apply in person, 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell. 
McDONALD’S IN ADA IS 
HIRING FOR THE FALL 
-  Work while your kids 
are in school and have a 
great flexible schedule! 
We offer a great job with, 
competitive pay, (Premium 
Pay for Openers 4:30 am or 
Closers 11 pm), health and 
dental insurance, and now 
free meal plans. We also 
offer a college tuition as-
sistance $10,000 to every 
employee! Stop on in at 
our New Ada McDonalds 
for an application or even 
easier…. Just  Text “ap-
ply16773” to 36453 and 
an application will come to 
your phone. 

for rent wanted services
WORK WANTED - Double 
D’s Bucket Van & Handy-
man Service. 40’ bucket, 
tree trimming & removal, 
gutters, window washing, 
power washing, buildings, 
barns, homes, decks, etc. 
Insured. Call Dave Delin-
sky, 616-212-3008. Free 
estimates.
POWER WASHING - Dirt, 
mildew washed away. 
Call Jim today, 915-1745.
HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN  

NEED A DUMPSTER? - 
Dumpster rental, 10-20 
yards. Mention this ad for 
$10 to $20 off. Call or text 
Doug for estimates at 616-
295-6640.TFN

ALPHA FAMILY CENTER OF 
LOWELL - 519 E. Main.   Hours:  
Mon. & Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.  
Diapers, formula, clothing  & free 
ultrasounds & pregnancy testing 
available. www.afclowell.org

ALTO LIBRARY HOURS:  Mon. 
&  Sat., 9:30-1:30 p.m.; Tues. & 
Wed., 12 - 8 p.m.; Thurs., 1-6 
p.m.; Fri. 9:30-6 p.m.  Info., call 
784-2007.

ENGLEHARDT L IBRARY 
HOURS - Mon.-Wed., noon - 8 
p.m.; Thurs., Fri. & Sat., 9:30 
a.m. - 5 p.m. 784-2007.

LOWELLARTS  GALLERY 
HOURS - Tues. - Fri., 10 - 6 p.m.; 
Sat., 10-5 p.m. 225 W. Main St., 
Lowell. Visit www.lowellartsmi.org 
or  call 897-8545.

LOWELL AREA HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM - open Tuesday, 
Thursday, Saturday & Sunday:1-4 
p.m. Families: $10; individual $3; 
ages 5-17  $1.50; members free. 
897-7688.

LEGOS AT THE LIBRARY - Sec-
ond Saturday of each month at 10 
a.m. Kids ages 5-11 are invited 
to join.  Bring your imagination & 
be ready to build! (The library will 
provide the LEGOs) No registra-
tion required. Alvah N. Belding 
Library, 302 E. Main, Belding, 
616-794-1450.

THE LOWELL BOARD OF EDU-
CATION - second Monday of the 
month at 7 p.m. in the Administra-
tion Building, 300 High St., Lowell.

FLAT RIVER WATERSHED 
COUNCIL - Meets 3rd Monday 
of each month at the Main Street 
Inn in Lowell at 6:30 p.m. For more 
information, visit our web page at 
flatriverwatershed.org

BABY PANTRY OF LOWELL - is 
located inside Flat River Outreach 
Ministries(FROM) at 11535 Fulton 
St. E. We are open Monday 5:30-
7:30pm and Thursday 2-4:30pm 
to help moms and families in need 
with basic supplies like diapers, 
wipes and other baby items. We 
are non-denominational and serve 
families in the Lowell area. Please 
call Michele with any questions at 
616-322-5957.

IN THE MARKET FOR 
THE SERVICES OF A 
REAL ESTATE AGENT? 
- Check out Rogers Real 
Estate, Dale Rogers. 
Lifelong Lowell resident, 
works with buyers, sellers 
and new construction. 
Call 616-915-6327, email: 
dale@GoDale.com or 
check out the website at 
RogersRealEstateGroup.
com
BUSINESS CARDS - Be-
fore you order your cards 
from somewhere else - 
check our rates!  Call Lowell 
Litho, 897-9261.
TWO BROTHERS AUTO 
SERVICE  - 30 years ex-
perience, state certified, 
licensed & insured. Open 
Mon - Fri. 8 am - 5 pm. 
5400 Ivan Road, Saranac, 
call for a quote on auto 
repairs - 642-9180.

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT 
PRESCRIPTION! World 
Health Link. Price Match 
Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today 
For A Free Price Quote. 
1-855-972-1693 Call Now! 
(MICH)

GARAGE SALE - Fri. & 
Sat., Aug. 16 & 17, 10 am 
- 4 pm. 2783 Pinckney Rd., 
Saranac. Two - 2017 ATV 
Polaris, 4 wheel drive w/
trailer, kept inside, refrig-
erator, air compressor, tool 
boxes, few tools, men’s 
clothes & household items.
TWO FAMILY SALE - 
Wed., Aug. 21-Fri., Aug. 
23, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
9590 Anderson Acres, Alto. 
Man cave items, tools, 18 
ft. Tracker, golf clubs, an-
tiques, household, books, 
toys, and much more. Per-
centage of proceeds going 
to charity.
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Kent County Youth Fair, continued

CITY OF 
LOWELL

PUBLIC NOTICE
Please take notice that the Lowell City Council will 
hold a public hearing on Tuesday, September 3, 
2019 at 7:00 pm., in the City Hall at 301 East Main 
Street, Lowell, Michigan.   The subject of the hear-
ing will be:

Request for Planned Unit Development rezon-
ing at 219 High Street for a residential condo-
minium project called “Riverview Flats.” 

Unity School Investors, LLC, has submitted an ap-
plication for Planned Unit Development (PUD) to re-
develop property at 219 High Street.  The proposed 
PUD would include redevelopment of the existing 
Unity School building, the existing bus garage, and 
the construction of new residential buildings on 
the subject property.  The proposed development 
would occur in three phases and, when complete, 
would include 44 residential condominiums. 
 
Copies of the proposed PUD, supporting docu-
mentation and materials, and the City’s Zoning 
Ordinance are available for public viewing during 
regular business hours at Lowell City Hall, 301 East 
Main Street, Lowell, Michigan.   Written Comments 
will be received until the night of the hearing.

If you are planning to attend this hearing and are 
handicapped requiring any special assistance, 
please notify the City Clerk by calling at (616) 897-
8457 as soon as possible.

Respectfully, 
Susan Ullery

City Clerk



page 15  wednesday • august  • 14 •  2019

SUDOKO

THEME: FAMOUS DOGS

ACROSS
1. One chore, e.g.
5. Not bright
8. *Dog in yoga
12. Impersonator
13. *Marvel Comics’ ____ Dogs
14. *First dog in space
15. Bulb holder
16. Auto pioneer
17. Without illumination
18. *Smallest dog breed
20. Play-ers
21. Those who vote against
22. Paul Simon’s former 		
      partner
23. Medium’s seance state
26. Do like ivy, two words
30. *Type of terrier
31. L in NFL
34. Cleanse
35. Priest’s Eucharist garb
37. Pilgrimage to Mecca
38. On the fritz
39. Eight furlongs
40. Study of bird eggs
42. Not lager
43. Change into stone
45. Scandinavian country
47. Web robot

48. Plants and animals
50. Partner to greet
52. *Wartime horrors
56. Royal topper
57. What Daenerys Targaryen 	
	 wanted to do
58. Like tiny print
59. Seizure or sunstroke
60. Between ids and super-
egos
61. Sacred image in Orthodox 
Church
62. Al Capone’s nemesis Eliot
63. One of the five W’s
64. Aren’t, colloquially

DOWN
1. Magnesium silicate
2. Moonfish
3. Bruce Willis’ ex
4. Oliver Twist, e.g.
5. Indian metropolis
6. River in India
7. Table hill
8. Thin cigar
9. Rembrandt’s medium
10. SNL act
11. David Zinczenko’s “___ 
This, Not That!”
13. Chin beard
14. Filthy dough

19. “I give up!”
22. 1/100 of a hectare
23. *Lady’s Bella Notte date
24. China grass
25. Like tower of Pisa
26. *Stephen King’s rabid 
character
27. Native American fruit
28. Throat lobe
29. *”Our Gang” pit bull terrier
32. Call to a mate
33. Girl
36. *Hound of Hades
38. __ Protocol, climate 		
     change treaty
40. “Oftentimes” in poetry
41. Gnostic’s intuitions
44. Itsy-bitsy bits
46. Basket-making fibers
48. When it breaks, the 		
       cradle will fall
49. Traditional Inuit home
50. Three blind ones
51. Chows down
52. *What Charles Schulz did 	
       with Snoopy
53. ____pedia or ____leaks
54. In a little while, to Shakespeare
55. Rock opera version of “La 	
BohËme”
56. “Wizard of Oz” man

SUN SAFETY 
WORD SEARCH

BRIGHT
CANCER

CHEMICAL
DEFLECT

FILTER
LAYER
LOTION

MELANOMA
MINERAL

NANOPARTICLES
PHOTOSTABLE

PIGMENT
PORES

PROTECTION
RAYS

REAPPLY
RESEARCH
SENSITIVE

SHADE
SPECTRUM

SPOTS
SUNBURN

SUNSCREEN
ULTRAVIOLET

FUN  PAGE

Puzzle solutions 
on page 12
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 23, 2019

08.23.19

LOWELL COMMUNITY WELLNESS
PINK ARROW HEALTH FAIR

KID’S ACTIVITIES   •  GAGA BALL PIT 
HEALTH ACTIVITIES  
PICKLE BALL DEMONSTRATIONS 
CONCESSIONS
WALK THE NEW FOOT BRIDGE 
OVER THE GRAND RIVER

FREE
HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS

PROFESSIONALS
inside Impact Church lobby
Lowell Community 

Wellness Expo

See the CABUS!!!
FREE 

ICE CREAM

BLOOD DRIVE
Friday, August 23, 2019 • 10 am to 7 pm

Inside Impact Church

PLAN TO DONATE BLOOD!
Michigan Blood pledges 

to donate $10 to Gilda’s Club 
of Lowell for every person who 
signs in to donate at the drive. 

WE MUST MEET 100 PINTS TO QUALIFY!
For Appointment: miblood.org 
           or call 1.866.MIBLOOD 

              (1.866.642.5663)

FOR EACH 
T-SHIRT SOLD 

ON 8/23/19

Sizes up to 5x additional cost

WEST END REVEAL 
AT IMPACT CHURCH

Across from Meijer

 will match $1

&

Your shirt is your ticket 
to the Pink Arrow Game!

PURCHASE YOUR 2019
PINK ARROW FORCE XII T-SHIRT
PINK ARROW FOOTBALL GAME

Fri., Sept. 13, 2019
LOWELL VS. GREENVILLE

BOYS SOCCER VS. FHC
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL VS. GR CHRISTIAN 

LONG 
SLEEVE 

ALSO AVAILABLE $20

Cash, Check or Debit & Credit Cards Accepted

$15

for the first 300

See the 
HUNTINGTON BANK VAN

POPSICLES

Visit Yeiter Meeting Cabin
Learn about Lowell Area 
Historical Museum Fur 

Trading History

BETTY FORD BREAST 
CARE SERVICES

MAMMOGRAMS
10:00 – 5:00
Qualified patients 

(screening mammograms guidelines) 

Call 877-495-2626 
to schedule

Bus in Impact Church parking lot

PINK ARROW HAIR DRIVE - Come get your hair snipped, 10-2 in the entrance of Impact Church


