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The ‘Blizzard of 2019’ dumped up to eight inches of snow on some parts of Michigan this week and wind chills were well below
zero. Governor Whitmer declared a state of emergency and most schools, churches, government offices and businesses in the
Lower Peninsula either didn’t open or closed early on Monday and Tuesday, including many in Lowell. Pictured here is downtown
Lowell’s historic Main St. on Tuesday morning.

WinterFest and 5K coming to WWC

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

There are going to be a
slew of fun activities for
the whole family during the
Wittenbach Wege Center’s
WinterFest and  Winter
Waggle events on Saturday,
Feb. 2.

First is the Winter Waggle
Sk, co-sponsored with the
Lowell YMCA and Lowell
Community Wellness.

“This is our second Winter
Waggle 5K and partnering
with the YMCA makes
perfect sense,” said WWC
director Courtney Cheers.
“WinterFest has been held
annually for 17 years and
Lowell Community Wellness
has supported the event since
its inception and recently

through their community
initiative grant.”
Registration begins at

9:15, the race starts at 10.
The course will take you
through some of the WWC'’s
nature trails and they’ll
even let you use snowshoes
(which they rent) or skis if
you don’t want to walk or
run.

To make the Sk a step
more interesting and

challenging, you can request
an “orientation option.”

“The orienteering
challenge is to test your
compass skills and keep your
mind sharp,” Cheers said.
“Participants will check out a
compass and the bearings for
each question at registration.
There will be two challenges
with three trivia questions
each. Bearings will be
given in order to find the
trivia answer. The first three
participants or teams to turn
in the correct answers will
win a prize.”

The cost to participate in
the Winter Waggle is $15
for individuals or $30 for
a family or group of up to
four people. After the race,
all participants will receive
a snowflake medal, hot
chocolate and snacks.

The WWC WinterFest
events will occur in the
same location on the same
day from 10 am until 3 pm.
Gene Wasserman from the
Michigan Bluebird Society
will be there from 11 am until
1 pm leading workshops on
how to build a nest box, or a
seed or suet bird feeder.

“Learn to identify common
song birds, different types of
feeders and food, and why
bluebirds need your help,”
Cheers said. “[ You can] build
your own seed or suet feeder
on site. The presentation is
free but there is a cost for
each feeder.”

Starting at 1 pm, Dan
Anderson, owner of Tun-
Dra Kennels in Ottawa
County, will have his crew
of sled dogs at the center for
an interactive presentation
about the animals, their
equipment and the team’s
experiences competing in
the Iditarod race.

Other fun activities include
arts and crafts projects, face
painting and a scavenger
hunt and other games on the
trail.

“The scavenger hunt is
trail sleuthing from clue
to clue to locate different
nature items along or near
the trails,” Cheers said. “In
this scavenger hunt you
will take only pictures and
leave only footprints. Winter
sledding or skiing activewear
is appropriate for the day.”

For more information

about how to enter the Winter
Waggle 5k, call the WWC at
616-987-2565 or find links
to that information online
at grymca.org or facebook.
com/wittenbachwegecenter.

“We are all looking
for ways to expand our

offerings, pool our resources
and do something better than
what we could individually,”
Cheers said. “We all want to
encourage family-friendly,
healthy activities that keep
us moving in the winter.”

Participants working on a craft at last year’s
Wittenbach Wege Center WinterFest.
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Lowell city council talks fire department, more

(L

Deputy fire chief Shannon Witherell said the
fire department needs to hire more people in order
to function at full capacity.

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Lowell city council
had their latest regular
meeting at city hall on
Tuesday, Jan. 22. The
meeting lasted one hour
and 32 minutes and was
attended by 10 citizens.

department’s  proposed
plan, each government
body would need to
contribute $67,380.

Fire chief Ron van
Overbeek and deputy fire
chief Shannon Witherell

The majority of said the department wants
the meeting time to hire three full-time
was dedicated to a salaried fire fighters. This
presentation by and Will enable them to ensure

fire coverage between 6
am and 4 pm, hours when
Witherell said the vast
majority of calls come in.
Currently, their staff of
part-time and volunteer
fire fighters find it difficult
to respond to incidents
during  those  hours
because they all have
other jobs, including Chief
Van Overbeek, who is the
head safety coordinator at
Lowell Light & Power.

discussion with members
of the Lowell Area Fire
and Emergency Services
Authority,  who  are
going from government
meeting to government
meeting asking the three
municipalities they cover
(Lowell and Vergennes
Townships in addition to
the city) to split the cost
of adding more full-time
staffto the fire department.
According to the fire
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“We [already] contribute
$125,000 annually to the
fire authority,” said Lowell
city manager Michael
Burns. “Currently, this
proposal that is being
in front of you, we
couldn’t even afford our
share without additional
revenue. Really, the only
way to really generate
more revenue is, you have
to either special assess or
increase the millage in
order to subsidize this.
That’s just to get us that
$67,000. Plus, every year
you have to take into
account inflationary. At
this point, we’re talking

about a non-unionized
workforce. That could
change. It’s happened.

I don’t know. Those are
issues as well. So this
proposal  will require
an increase in revenue
[in] some way, in some
form. [...] Unfortunately,

we’re not the federal
government, we can’t
print money.”

“You can’t ask people
to trade one service for
another,” said Lowell
mayor Michael DeVore.
“You can’t say, well,
here’s full time fire, but
at a loss to the police or
the DPW or whatever
else it is. Drive around
when it’s snowing. You
can tell when you’re in
a city that has a DPW
and when you’re in a
township that doesn’t.
Go get your wallet stolen
on one corner of Alden
Nash and the other one,
see who gets to you first.
You can tell that there’s a
level of service here that
we provide people that is
better than they can get
elsewhere, and that can’t
suffer.”

The council held two
public hearings at the
meeting and scheduled

another one for their
next meeting. The first
public hearing was about
creating an “industrial
development district” in
order to give King Milling
a tax credit so they can
comfortably continue their
expansion. King Milling
senior vice president
Jim Doyle was at the
meeting and described the
potential uses of the new
construction.

“We’re putting in a
warehouse and packing
facility,” Doyle said.
“We’ll be sending flour
from the milling process
to this new structure.
We’ll then pack the
flour in 50-pound bags,
2,000-pound tote bags and
so on. And then [we’ll]
have a nice warehouse
with dock doors. We’ll be
able to back trucks up and
load out of that facility.”

The second public
hearing was about the

city’s  application  to
participate in MDOT’s
Small  Urban  grant

program. According to
the MDOT website, the
program “provides federal
Surface  Transportation
Program  funding to
areas with a urbanized
population of 5,000 to
49,999.” The council
is applying for funds
to repair the section of
Monroe between Fremont
and Avery. Williams &
Works  estimated  this
project to cost about
$702,000.

“Construction on
Monroe would be eligible
for funding with this
program,” Burns said.
“[They] are allowing
a maximum award of
$375,000 with a minimum
20 percent match.”

The council set a public
hearing, to take place at
some point during their
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TICKETS ON-SALE NOW

at the FireKeepers Box Office or FireKeepersCasino.com.

TIME TO GET YOUR WWON“ 'E—" FIREKEEPERS

CASINO+HOTEL
BATTLE CREEK

1-94 to Exit 104 | 11177 Michigan Avenue | Battle Creek, MI 49014
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King Milling senior vice president Jim Doyle
said the company is building a new warehouse
and flour packing facility.

conference, to be held in
Nashville this October
(the past few years it’s
taken place in Baltimore,
San Antonio, Kansas City
and Seattle).

To watch this meeting

Feb. 4 regular meeting,
about “removing a portion
of Riverside Park from
the parks and recreation
master plan.” They also
intend to add some non-
park property to the park

plan to make up for it. and many past city
The council also voted council, board and
unanimously to approve commission  meetings,

amendments to Burns® visit the city of Lowell’s
employment agreement. YouTube channel.

Changes include annual Lowell city council’s
three  percent salary next regular meeting will
increases until 2021, be at city hall at 7 pm

on Monday, Feb. 4. The
council will meet with
the public at a “Coffee

12 months of severance
pay in the event he is
terminated and $1,500

in reimbursement with the Council” event
for registration fees, at Lowell Chamber of
travel,  lodging and Commerce headquarters
meals associated with on the Riverwalk from 8
the International City until 10 am on Saturday,
Managers Association Feb. 2.
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Pinky McPherson

by Patrick Misner
contributing reporter

FROM began over 20
years ago as a partnership
between 13 local churches
in 1998 and is well known
to most Lowell residents for
their thrift shop and food
pantry. Besides these more
visible initiatives, they have
a range of services that help
people in the community
with needs ranging from
medical equipment to tax
preparation  services  to
financial assistance.

When contacting Dawn
Broene, the  executive
director of Flat River
Outreach Ministries, about
doing a story on a volunteer
at the organization, she
had many to choose from.
According to their website,
in 2017 alone they had over
300 volunteers provide over
41,000 volunteer hours.

Eventually Broene
recommended talking
with  Pinky McPherson,
who currently volunteers
on FROM’s program
committee. McPherson
began volunteering with
FROM about six years ago.

“I  became  involved

because I knew Tamela who
was the executive director at
that time, and we interacted
through rotary meetings,”
McPherson said. “Between
my consulting work and her
being the executive director,

the

she wanted me to come
in and try some coaching
classes.”

The coaching classes
dealt with job searches
and  financial literacy.
Individuals struggling

with finances would come
to FROM to learn about
personal financing as well as
receive help connecting with
available social services.

“I started out when they
were looking at offering
financial literacy programs
and also job coaching,”
McPherson said. “Then they
became part of the Michigan
Energy Assistance Program
[MEAP], which was a state-
driven initiative to help
people with financial needs,
as far as fuel and energy.
And there was a class that
was being taught on financial
literacy that went with it, and
then some coaching. So I
served as a facilitator of the
class and a coach for about

two years.”
McPherson’s past
professional experience

prepared her to help with
these aspects of FROM'’s
services. She worked for
nearly thirty years as a
physical education teacher
for grade levels ranging
from kindergarten to post-
secondary. She then began
her own consulting business,

édger

one of FROM’s special volunteers
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PMc Consulting LLC, 15
years ago.

“I do consulting with
businesses and organizations
on the people skills,”
McPherson said. “So, how
to have their good people
become great engaged
employees, how to be
strategically aligned, how to
have really strong cohesive
teams.”

FROM'’s latest big project is their housing on Main St., which will be in
this location.

7AM and Friday

appointments
available
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We provide state-of-the-art
dentistry along with the health care
extras that set us apart, such as blood
pressure screenings, salivary testing
and nutritional counsaling.

Expenence better health through
dentistry.

@ Family Dnnl‘ial:n_tj of Lawc“
147 Morth Center Street, Lowell
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FROM volunteer Pinky McPherson.

While her job title has
changed, her goals have
remained the same.

“My passion has been
helping  people  really
understand the skills they
have, the gifts they have,
and how to continue to grow
them,” McPherson said. “So,
whether it was teaching or
coaching... it was really
bringing teams together
and letting people find out
what they were best suited
for and how to make a huge
contribution towards it.”

As FROM has grown, they
have found that they need
to more consciously align
their individual programs
with their overall mission.
Part of this process requires
assessing their programs to
make sure they are receptive
to the community’s ever-
changing needs, as well
as  their  sustainability.
McPherson helps do this
with her role on the program
committee. This  self-
assessment has led to an
adjustment in FROM’s focus
to a certain extent.

“FROM  has  started
shifting in how they are doing

the

— Stories
— Photos
— Comments

— Information

assistance,” McPherson
said. “Now they have what
they call ‘the connections.’
They’ve been making this
shift over the last, I’'m going
to say, six years or more, in
many of the areas that they
would be able to give people
assistance with. Whether it
was financial assistance or
food assistance, it was more
of a one-time transactional
assistance. [For example,]
if someone had an urgent
need - whether it was
because of a crisis that has
taken place, maybe there has
been a fire or an unexpected
illness, huge medical bills,
or maybe someone lost a
job - they definitely will
help them out with food, or
maybe clothing because of
fire. But for those who have
more chronic needs, more
long-range needs, they have
developed ‘the connections.’
So, someone can come in
and make an appointment

page 3

“There is a book called
‘When Helping Hurts [by
Steve Corbett and Brian
Fikkert],” McPherson said.
“It looks at how to help
individuals when they are
in need, instead of hurting
them, which sounds kind of
silly. But they look at what is
a chronic need versus what
is a crisis need, how to help
peoplestill feel valued as they
are traveling the financial (or
whatever) difficulties, how
to help those people with
some chronic issues [while]
maintaining their dignity and
respect, without making it
where they almost become
dependent on that assistance,
but they actually look at
other options.”

She is particularly excited
about two initiatives that
have resulted from this
change in how FROM
gives assistance. One of
these is making more fresh
and healthy food choices

and an individual will
actually sit down and meet
with them and understand
what their journey is, what
their story is, where they are
trying to get, where they are
right now, what’s causing
their most urgent need, and
then help them look at all the
different resources that are
available to help them secure
better well-being.”

Some of this shift is
reflected in a book that
McPherson said is familiar to
those responsible for guiding
the direction of FROM'’s

programs.

Oéelld

STRETCHING

$$$55$555. ..

FOOD?????
RENT??2?2?
MEDICINE??22?

available at the pantry and
the other food services
offered.

“We are looking at all
the different food programs
and making sure we are
providing good food and not
just bulk food to the people
that are looking for food
assistance,” McPherson said.

Another initiative in the
early stages has to do with
new housing options in
Lowell.

“FROM is looking at a
program called Main Street

Pinky McPherson, continued,
page 7
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Artificial Intelligence
could make human
employment obsolete

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Today,  computers
simply run programs
that obediently respond
to commands input
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technology.

According to an article
in the Sunday, Jan. 20 New
York Times, the various
countries researching
Al are all directing their
research down different
avenues depending on their
motivations or perceived
best uses for the technology.
Offered as examples were
Japan, where the research
has an emphasis on start-
ups, small companies and
young people. Research
from Silicon Valley, CA
focuses on how to extract
and monetize data from

authorities in keeping a
closer watch on the citizens.

“Machine learning is
the next truly disruptive
technology,” Elissa
Strome of the Canadian
Institute  for Advanced
Research said in the Jan.
20 NY Times. “There are
huge opportunities for
machine learning in fields
like energy, environment,
transportation and health
care.”

“We think there can
be a new model for the
development of artificial

respond to questions from
the public and media,
and create educational
material  that  advance
the understanding of Al
technologies including
machine perception,
learning, and automated
reasoning.”  The  for-
profit companies involved
will make financial and
research contributions
to the partnership
while simultaneously
engaging and consulting
with the scientific and
academic communities on

technology.

CITY OF LOWELL

KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

r NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER REMOVING
A PORTION OF RIVERSIDE PARK FROM THE PARK AND
RECREATION MASTER PLAN. ALSO, CONSIDERING
ACCEPTANCE OF NEW PROPERTY TO BE ADDED TO THE
PARK AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN.

NEWSPAPE RS

Outperform Direct

Mail in Michigan

Michiganians depend
on newspapers for

advertising inserts’ _ _ _
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the City Council of the City of Lowell has

been requested to consider removing a portion of property from Riverside
Park from the City of Lowell Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

Newspapers

are the

preferred source

of coupons over direct mail.

Michigan consumers prefer to receive
advertising inserts in printed newspapers
— higher than those who prefer to receive
them through direct mail?

Michigan adults make more purchases as the
result of newspaper ads than direct mail.2

79(y Eight in 10 newspaper readers took action as a result
0

of reading a newspaper ad in the past 30 days*

PPN: 41-20-02-260-002 Owner - City of Lowell

B2%: eoomoreeii 33 % prtereceng.
through newspaper coupons from direct
wwwww ts' mail. 2

The portion 263’-2” x 7’ (1,842 sf approx.) in the eastern region of the
parcel.

1 7 Z(y of adults made a purchase in the past 90 days
° O asthe result of a direct mail flyer®

Direct mail lacks the effective reach

The City of Lowell has also been requested to consider adding new
property to the Park and Recreation Master Plan.

Of neWSpaper advert151ng. PPN: 41-20-02-260-003 Owner — Unity School Investors LLC

The portion 48’ x 67’ (3,216 sf approx.) in the southwest region of the
parcel.

0
712%
of Michigan adults never
bought anything as the result of

a direct mail piece?

50%

of Michigan adults did not buy
anything as the result of a direct
mail piece in the past year?

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the City Council will meet at the City Hall
at 301 E. Main Street in the City on Monday February 4, 2019, at 7:00
p.m., local time, for the purpose of hearing the public on these actions to
facilitate redevelopment of the Unity School Property.

86% Lot

of adults look at
newspaper inserts to get
the best deals®

City Clerk
City of Lowell

City of '

Sources:+  '2K17 Valassis Coupon Intelligence Report;?2017 Release 2 Nielsen Scarborough Report. Copyright 2018 Scarborough Research. All rights reserved; *Triad/Coda Ventures
Insert Study; “NAA; *Pulse of America 2018
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A short time ago, the Ledger stated to its readers
that Captain Irwin Nummer of Lowell, now somewhere
in the South Pacific, had been awarded the Order of
the Purple Heart. The graphic story behind that honor
is now told in the January 15th issue of the Saturday
Evening Post, in an article entitled “the Terrible Days
of Company E.” This company led the 32nd Division’s
advance on Buna a year ago, after staggering across
the Owen Stanley Mountains of New Guinea, where it

... was finally joined by the rest of the battalion.

125 years ago
Lowell Ledger
February 3, 1894

14 young ladies drove out to Mrs. Wiley’s last
Thursday, where they were entertained by Miss Aggie
Wiley with a soap bubble contest. The Prizes were
captured by Miss Florence McDannell, 1st, and Bessie
McCarty the consolation.

A crowded house greeted the young men of the
Lowell Athletic Club at their opening contest last
Monday evening at Train’s opera house, and the
audience seemed to enjoy the performance hugely, if
one might judge from the frequent bursts of applause.
The clowns made the kids happy, but there was a little
too much of it. There were two classes contesting, the
senior and junior.

The claim of George McGee against the estate
of Bernard McGee was hotly contested before
Commissioners on Claims, Robert Hunter, Jr. and S.
P. Hicks, the trial lasting six days. John M. Mathewson
was attorney for the claimant and I. M. Turner of Grand
Rapids represented the estate. Mr. Mathewson was the
victor, the claim being allowed by the commissioners
at $378.05.

100 years
The Lowell Ledger
January 30, 1919

Mr. and Mrs. O. J. Yeiter, sister Miss Lena Yeiter
and Miss Nora Howe had a remarkable escape from
serious injury or more, when their car turned turtle
opposite the Ernst place on the Ada road Wednesday
morning. All but Mr. Yeiter were thrown clear, but he
was pinned under the overturned car and was helpless
until the ladies lifted the car sufficiently to release him.

Quite an excitement was created around the Main
and Monroe street corners Monday at 9 pm, by the
screams of a woman. The Village Council in session
nearby adjourned without ceremony and the city dads
and Officer Walker and others hustled to the stairway of
the bank and Clark block, where they found Mrs. Harry
Wilsey in a hysterical condition at the bottom of the
stairs and claiming that she had been harshly handled
and thrown or knocked down stairs by some man
whom she could not identify. Dr. Greene was called
to attend her and Mr. Walker made an examination of
the block, but found no clue to an assailant. Neither
could the Doctor find any marks of violence upon the
complainant. At this writing, the whole affair remains
a mystery.

75 years
The Lowell Ledger
February 3, 1944

Dr. J. W. Trumble has been getting about on
crutches the past few days, as the result of an
automobile collision late last Friday afternoon in which
his car was pretty badly damaged. He was driving on
Lincoln Lake road about five miles north of town when
a car driven by Chas. Zahm drove into his path from
the driveway at the Clair Culver farm, where the view
of the highway is said to be not too good.

There are now 20,000 members of the Women'’s
Army Corps who are serving with the Army Air Forces.
A new national goal of 100,000 has been set for
volunteers for service, with these air forces. These
women are performing as many as 200 different tasks,
and there seems no end to the jobs they can perform
with skill and efficiency.

50 years
The Lowell Ledger
January 30, 1969

Root-Lowell Manufacturing Corporation, which
has been in business at the same location on Main
Street in Lowell for 60 years, is in the process of
tearing up its deep-seated roots. Company officials
were on hand Monday when the first of 225 pieces of
machinery scheduled to be moved were installed at
the company’s new plant on Foreman Road.

Elimination of 38 teachers and a total curtailment
of all but necessary classroom schedules are primary
features of a complete austerity program under
consideration for Lowell Area Schools for 1969-70. The
Board of Education, facing an interested audience of
50 residents Monday night, calmly outlined a proposed
$1,206,000 budget that will reduce the system to half-
day sessions.

Cascade Fire Department was called in the early
hours Saturday to extinguish a blaze in the home of
Ron Noorman, 3090 Colchester SE. The fire apparently
started in the furnace room and was confined to the
basement although heat and steam damage resulted
on the first floor.

25 years
The Lowell Ledger
February 2, 1994

Horatio’'s Pub bowled its customers over for its
Grand Opening on Super Bowl Sunday. A big screen
television, refreshing spirits, The Miller Girls and
specials for open bowling were available to those
patrons in attendance on Sunday.

Jim and Cheryl Blodgett were honored with the
Lowell Area Arts Council’s highest award at the Annual
Meeting on January 20. The Blodgetts were the joint
recipients of the Annual Art Award, given to members
whose volunteer time has significantly contributed to
the promotion of the arts in the community.

Given the amount of controversy surrounding the
appointment to fill the Lowell Board of Education seat
vacated by Charlie Kohler back in December and the
advice of legal council, the Kent County Intermediate
School District Board will make the choice of who fills
the seat vacated by Kohler. “Because of the preference
to have the local school board make the decision, the
KISD was originally going to poll the Lowell School
Board for input before making its decision, but because
of the amount of controversy, it will not do that,” said
KISD Superintendent George Woons.
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CAPITOL PRESS
REPORT

MECHGAN FEEVE LSOO

Snyder's MSU board pick gave $4K
to Whitmer, $2,500 to Benson

Michigan Republicans are grumbling behind the scenes
about how Gov. Rick Snyder's Michigan State University
(MSU) trustee appointment is a Democrat who helped push
the party's former leader, ex-Gov. John Engler, out of a job.

Nancy Schlichting does not wear her partisan credentials
on sleeve. Her calling card is that she was the president and
CEO of Detroit's Henry Ford Hospital who turned around,
for the better, a health system that was $90 million in the
hole when she took over.

The published author\'s professional accolades and
other board positions are numerous.

But Schlichting is an admitted Democrat who supported
Engler's removal as interim MSU president as one of her first
actions on the board. That isn't setting well with Republican
activists, according to numerous sources.

"That's offensive to a Republican Spartan from a
barely Republican Wolverine," said Republican strategist
Greg McNeilly about the action by Snyder, a University of
Michigan graduate.

Schlichting gave $4,000 to now-Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer's campaign in the 2018 campaign and another
$2,500 to now-Democratic Secretary of State Jocelyn
Benson.

Schlichting donated $3,300 to former Gov. Jennifer
Granholm back in the day. Combined, she's given $13,800
to Democratic candidates compared to $2,950 to Republican
candidates, based on campaign finance records.

According to data compiled by Practical Political
Consultants' Mark Grebner, Schlichting voted Democratic
in the 2016 presidential primary and signed the Voters Not
Politicians petitions. Over the past 10 years, she has signed
the nominating petitions of seven Democratic candidates
and four Republican candidates.

In interviews with some media outlets, Schlichting has
conceded that she is a Democrat, which Grebner said the
election-related activities of she and her household would
back up.

Captial Press report continued, page 12

We love to hear from you!

The Lowell Ledger welcomes letters to the editor
from readers, but there are a few conditions that must
be met before they will be published.

The requirements are:

* All letters must be signed by the writer, with
address and phone number provided for verification.
All that will be printed is the writer’s name and
community of residence. We do not publish anonymous
letters, and names will be withheld at the editor’s
discretion for compelling reasons only.

* Letters that contain statements that are libelous
or slanderous will not be published.

o All letters are subject to editing for style,
grammar and sense.

* Letters that serve as testimonials for or criticisms
of businesses will not be accepted.

* Letters serving the function of “cards of thanks”
will not be accepted unless there is a compelling public
interest, which will be determined by the editor.

* Letters that include attacks of a personal nature
will not be published or will be edited heavily.

* “Crossfire” letters between the same two people
on one issue will be limited to one for each writer.

* In an effort to keep opinions varied, there is a
limit of one letter per person per month.

* We prefer letters to be printed legibly or typed,
double-spaced.
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HEALTH

With Drs.
Wayne A. Christenson Ill,
Tracy Lixie & John G. Meier

- sleep apnea

Sleep apnea is a sleep
disorder in which one
stops breathing repeatedly
during sleep. It can be very
serious and cause other
long-term health problems.

Symptoms include loud
snoring, gasping for air
during sleep, morning
headaches, excessive
sleepiness during the day,
and witnessed episodes in
which one stops breathing
during sleep. Not everyone
who has sleep apnea
snores.

It is caused when the
muscles in the back of the
throat relax and narrows
your airway. Airflow is
reduced, thus reducing
the amount of oxygen you
receive. Your brain senses
this and briefly wakes you

do not notice it. It can occur
30-50 times each hour,
preventing one from getting

happy

birthday

JANUARY 30

Susan Bell, Nicholas
Kinsley, Tyler Call, Josh
Dietz, Shirley Stevens.

. JANUARY 31
into restful sleep. i .
. . Rick Fonger, Brian
Risk factors include: Rasch
being overweight, thicker aseh.
neck, narrowed airway,
being male, advanced age, FEBRUARY 1
Chris  Vezino, Ryan

use of alcohol or sedatives,

Teelander, Sommer Mercer,

smoking, and nasal -
. Monica Burtt, Ryan Peel,

congestion. i

C o Lydia Koeppel, Lorema

omplications are not
.. . . DeYoung.
limited just to excessive
daytime sedation. It can also
lead to high blood pressure, FEBRUARY 2
irregular heartbeats, type Marie  Wade,  Sarah
2 diabetes, and surgical Baker.
complications.

Diagnosis is made by
a sleep study. Treatment
involves using a CPAP
machine or an oral device
that opens up your airway.
Surgery can also be used.
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FEBRUARY 3

Dale Phillips, Clarice
Poisson,  Sana  Bryant,
Cassandra Thomas, Chris
Dennie, Olivia Dennie, Jon
Jacobs.

FEBRUARY 4
Kelsey Scheider, Alan
Lally.

FEBRUARY 5
Ann Mulder, Colleen

Myers, Mandy Schneider,
Mike Conklin.

up. It is so brief that most

Kent District Library programs at Englehardt Branch, 200 N.

HOME

cell: 61

SOLUTIONS

INC.

ProvipiNg RooriNg, WiNDows,
SIDING AND REPAIRS

We purchase our products
manufactured direct and pass
the savings on to you.

WE OFFER GOOD, BETTER OR BEST OPTIONS!

Jeff Martin
Local Owner

EXTER I 0 R jeffamartin1962@gmail.com

Receive

5% off

with combined
purchases of $10,000
Expires March 31, 2019

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

6-293-2293

1-28.

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

103 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21
www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service............. Sunday - 10:30 AM
Sunday School 9:15 AM

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

Monroe St. For additional information call 616-784-2007.

February is for Library Lovers!

Check out materials and enter to win a Book Basket
to be given away at the end of the month. And, if you are
looking for good reads at great prices, shop our Book Nook,
all hardcovers are $1.00 and all paperbacks are $.50. - Feb.

Decoupage Personal Barn Quilts

Create your own personal barn quilt. It’s easier than
ever, no artistic or sewing ability necessary just personality!
We will be putting together a 5” x 5” barn quilt using
wooden pieces, scrapbook paper, paint and decoupage. We
will learn some of the basic patterns and a short history of
these beautiful masterpieces. For adults. Mon., Feb. 11 at 6
pm. Seating is limited; first come, first served. Doors open
30 minutes before the program begins.

CALVARY CHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH
OF LOWELL
897-7060
Rev. Dr. Paul Mpindi PHD
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml
Morning Worship 10:00 AM
Sunday School......... 11:20 AM

Evening Worship............ccccoce.. 6:00 PM
Nursery available at both services
Barrier-Free

St. Mary Catholic

Church
402 Amity Street + 616-897-9820
Website: www.stmarylowell.com

Weekend Masses: Sat 5 pm; Sun 10:30 am
Confession: Saturdays 3-4:30 pm

Prayer & Adoration: Wednesdays 8 am to 7 pm
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN TO ADULTS

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH, UCC
865 Lincoln Lake SE ¢ 616.897.5906
Pastor Jon Propper
Worship Service - Sundays 10 av
Lowell's Open Table - Thursdays 5 - 7 pm
Serving meals and providing fellowship
to the greater Lowell community
OPEN AND AFFIRMING
www.lowellucc.org

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF LOWELL
CHRIST-CENTERED, KINGDOM-FOCUSED HOMES
2275 West Main Street - (Barrier Free)
897-7168 « www.fbclowell.org
Pastor Jon Pickens « Lead Pastor
Pastor Andrew Bolkcom ¢ Pastor of Discipleship
Christi Swain  Director of Children's Ministries
SUNDAY WORSHIP....9:30 am (Nursery provided)
LIFE GROUPS.......cceuee. 11:00 am (Nursery-Adult)
Awana (K-5 during school year) Wednesday, 6:15 pm

LOWELL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

discover. grow. share
621 E. Main Street
897-5938
www.lowellumc.com ¢ Barrier Free Entrance

WORSHIP
9 am - Traditional « 11 am - Contemporary
Kid's Crew 11:15 am

Sr. Pastor - Brad Brillhart
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Extra help with
Medicare and

prescription
costs

Paying out of pocket
for prescription drugs can
be a burden that many
households can’t afford.
The Extra Help with
Medicare Prescription Drug
Plan Costs program was
designed to help people in
getting the vital medicine
they need to live healthy
and productive lives.

Anyone  who  has
Medicare can get Medicare
prescription drug coverage.
Some people with limited
resources and income may
also be able to get Extra
Help to pay for the costs
monthly  premiums,
deductibles, and
co-payments

annual

prescription

drug

application, or if you prefer,
you can apply at your local
Social Security office.

To prepare for your
application you should:

e Identify the things
you own alone, with your
spouse, or with someone
else, but do not include your
home, vehicles, burial plots,
life insurance policies, or
personal possessions;

* Review all
income; and

*  Gatheryourrecords
in advance to save time.

The records you’ll need
are:

«  Statements that
show your account balances
at banks, credit unions, or

your

|
L

— related to a Medicare
prescription drug plan. Extra
Help can be worth up to
$4,900 per year.

To qualify for Extra
Help in 2019, your resources
must be limited to $14,390
for an individual or $28,720
for a married couple living

together.
You can apply for
Extra Help at www.

socialsecurity.gov/

extrahelp. You can also
call Social Security at
1-800-772-1213 (TTY
1-800-325-0778) to apply
over the phone or request an
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other financial institutions;

e Investment
statements;

e Stock certificates;

e Tax returns;

e Pension
letters; and

e Payroll slips.

award

The program  was
created because there is a
great need for prescription
drug assistance. Social
Security is here to help. To
learn more about the Extra
Help program, visit WWWw.
socialsecurity.gov/
extrahelp.
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Pinky McPherson, contmued

The food pantry at FROM is always well-stocked.

Housing,” McPherson
said. “At the east end
of Lowell, across from
Ball’s Ice Cream, they
have purchased some
land. There were some
houses there. One is
still there. But they are
looking ahead to develop
that area for affordable
housing that is safe and
affordable and also to help
people understand how to
maintain them well.”
FROM’s previous work
with the Michigan Energy
Assistance Program
helped them realize the
difficulty many low-
income people have with

finding affordable housing
in the area.

“It was a surprise to me,
when we did the MEAP
program, how difficult
it was for individuals to
find temporary housing
- like moving from an
apartment to an actual
home - at an affordable
level,” McPherson said.
“There are areas where
people can rent, but they
aren’t in charge of the
repairs or the maintenance
of it, so that makes it hard.
If it’s not energy efficient,
but you are still putting a
ton in for fuel or heating
it, but you can’t repair it,

WINDOWS /SIDING

DOORS/INSULATION/GUTTERS

SAVE 50% OFF

HEATING/COOLING BILLS
GUARANTEED!!!

| [ SAVE 10% OFF WITH THIS COUPON

897-7300 allweathersealinc.com
12 Weath

319
E. Main
Lowell

you are kind of caught in
a revolving door where
the money is going out
because it is not energy
efficient. And there is not
much you can do about
it. So that was a real eye-
opener for me.”

FROM provides these
financial planning and
aid services for people

in a variety of situations.
They were acutely needed
during the recession
taking place a few years
ago, when people found
themselves in unfamiliar
financial difficulties.

“We had individuals
[in the financial planning
classes] that were
chronically in need of
assistance only because
their age or health or
maybe they were on
disability, or they were
retired on a very fixed
income, and suddenly
prices for energy and
everything jumped,”
McPherson said. “But
there were also individuals
there that had never had to
worry about finances that
suddenly lost a job. So
there were people there
that knew how to tighten
their belt when they had
to, that knew what services
were out there, and there
were others that did not.
And this was not just in
Lowell; this took place
throughout the whole state
of Michigan when we had
a huge economy issue.”

Pinky McPherson
lives in Lowell with her
husband, Mac McPherson,
who works as a financial
advisor.

“I grew up in Michigan
on the east side, but I’ve
lived in Lowell for almost
44 years now, so I am
almost a native,” said
McPherson.

Her three children are
the seventh generation of
McPhersons to be born
in the Lowell area. This

No one has ever become
poor by giving.

~ Anne Frank (1929 - 1945)

Deborah Wilks, Agent
11827 Fulton St E
Lowell, Ml 49331

Bus: 616-897-9237
dwilks@deborahwilks.com

1708148

o StateFarmr

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

Life insurance

from a real-life
person.

Get life insurance that comes
with someone local (me).

I’'m here to help you protect
your family’s financial future.
LET'S TALK TODAY.
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There is plenty of winter clothing available at

FROM right now.

long connection with
the community helps her
keep a pulse on what is
going on in Lowell. She
suggests volunteering to
anyone who is able.

“FROM has volunteer
orientation twice a month,
so anyone interested, I
encourage you to check
out the dates and times
and come give it a try,”
McPherson said.

FROM’s free VITA tax
preparation services will
be available beginning
on Tuesday, Feb. 5. They
also loan specialized
medical equipment. For

questions about these
and any of the services
FROM provides, they can
be contacted at 616-897-
8260. More information
is also available on their
website, fromlowell.org.
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GRATTAN
TOWNSHIP

Regular Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Synopsis of Minutes
January 14, 2019

. To move

the Consumers Energy

Combined Gas and Electric Franchise
Agreement to public hearing in February.

. To route the Cowan Sanitary Sewer
Main to Pump Station 1 and add an air
scrubber and generator.

. Testing for PFAS at ponds 3 and 4 at
both Grattan and Grattan/Vergennes
sewer treatment plants.

. Resolution 2019-001 for Roberts Rules

of Order.

. Resolution 2019-002 for establishing

mileage rate.

. Resolution 2019-003 for designating

banking facilities.

. Purchase of new pump for GV-PS#3 and
rebuilding of Flygt pump for G-PS#3a.

Our next Township Meeting will be
January 28 at 10 a.m.

The approved minutes may be reviewed on
our website at www.grattantownship.org
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Wilma Wondergem’s memories of Hank Williams

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Retired Michigan
Bell operator Wilma
Wondergem, a lifelong
Grand Rapids resident,

spent a good portion of her
youth attending as many
country music concerts as
possible, befriending some
of the stars and taking lots of
pictures. She now has a nice
collection of autographs and
unique, unpublished photos
of country legends.

“I wasn’t a little kid, but
I was quite young still.
Well, relatively speaking,”
Wondergem said.

Wondergem  previously
shared her stories and photos
of Johnny Cash in the Jan.
9, 2019 Lowell Ledger.
This week, she is sharing
her experiences with Hank
Williams with our readers.

Wondergem  said  she
attended several of Williams’
performances in Nashville,
TN (including at the Grand
Ole Opry) and once in Grand
Rapids.

“We liked Hank, but we
never traveled to Kalamazoo
or anyplace around
Michigan to see him,”
Wondergem said. “To see
Johnny Cash we used to go
to Battle Creek, Kalamazoo,
Muskegon and so on. These
pictures of Hank Williams
were taken at the Stadium
Arena in Grand Rapids. It’s
called the DeltaPlex now. I
saw Hank in Nashville also,
but the Stadium Arena was
the only place in Michigan I
saw him. I don’t think there
were many other singers
on that show, I think it was
mostly a Hank Williams
show.”

Unlike her time spent
with Johnny Cash, which
she could recal in vivid
detail, Wondergem said her
memories of Hank Williams
are now somewhat indistinct.

“I remember Hank on the
stage singing, and of course
we loved that, he was a great
singer, but I don’t remember
what happened backstage
at all,” Wondergem said. “I
must have snapped pictures
and gotten his autograph,
because here they are, but I
don’t remember talking to
him or anything like that.
He was really skinny, I
remember that, but I don’t
remember if he was friendly
or not. [ think Hank was kind
of under the weather that
day. Don’t you think it looks
like it?”

Wilma Wondergem
today, above.

Williams probably was
“kind of under the weather.”
After years of self-abuse,
Williams was plagued with
heart and back problems.
These photos are dated July
26, 1952. At that point in
time, Williams only had five
months to live.

In one of the photos,
Williams is pictured with
19-year-old  Billie Jean
Jones, a young lady he met at
the Opry on June 14, 1952.
He liked her so much, he got
divorced from his then-wife
Audrey on July 10, 1952 and
on Sept. 25 1952, Jones filed
for divorce from her first
husband. Before the divorce
could be finalized, Jones
and Williams were married
on Oct. 18, 1952 in a public
ceremony in New Orleans in
front of 14,000 people.

“That’s Billie Jean with
Hank,” Wondergem said.
“She was really pretty. I'm
sorry I didn’t get a picture of
her whole head. I guess I'm
lucky I got as much as I did!”

The last half of 1952
was a period of upheaval
for Williams, and he didn’t
survive it. He was fired from
the Grand Ole Opry on Aug.
10 for missing performances
and being drunk onstage. On
Aug. 17 he was arrested for
public drunkenness. On Oct.
31 he entered a sanitarium
to cure his alcoholism, but
left to go on tour on Nowv.
2. He came back to the
sanitarium after the tour, but
spent less than a week there.
He was forcibly returned to
the sanitarium after another
arrest for public drunkenness
on Dec. 11, but was released
on Dec. 13. That very same
day he played a set on the
“Louisiana Hayride” radio
show. He played his final
live concert, a benefit for the
musicians union at the Elite
Cafe in Montgomery, AL on
Dec. 18. Williams died in the
back of a moving Cadillac
limousine on the way to a
gig in Canton, OH on Jan. 1,
1953. He was only 29 years
old.

In upcoming editions of
the Ledger, Wondergem
will share more stories and
more unpublished photos
of her encounters with
country music legends such
as the Louvin Brothers,
Carl Perkins, Webb Pierce,
Hawkshaw Hawkins, Carl
Smith, Conway Twitty, Eddy
Arnold, Roy Acuff, Slim
Whitman and many, many
more.

In the photos at
right, Williams poses
with Wondergem and
her friends. In the top
photo, she is to the
right of Williams, in the
middle photo she is
to his left. The bottom
photo was taken in
Nashville but signed in
Grand Rapids.

(
:
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1. Williams with Billie Jean Jones, whom he
married a few weeks later.

2. Williams with Grand Rapids disc jockey and
recording artist Ray Overholt.

3. Williams poses with opening act Hank
Thompson.

4. Opening act Carl Smith (right) poses with
Williams’ steel guitar player Don Helms (left). “I
didn’t know Don that well, he just seemed like a
regular, nice guy,” Wondergem said.

5. Williams poses with opening act Ray Price.
6. Wondergem took this photo of future star

Hank Williams Jr. playing in the front yard of his
S - home in Nashville in August 1960.

ol HE
igh Corporate Fees to Ship UPS!

We have low overhead and have
been an established UPS shipper
for over 27 years! Daily pickup.

Give us a call for a price quote!
We will need dimensions of the box, weight & zip code.

105 N. Broadway

the I

owe ||d . , right next to the post office
e g er 897-9261
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CLS swimmers keep Tier Il record perfect in Hastings

by Brett Bremer

Looking to defend their
first league championship
from a season ago, the
Caledonia/Lowell/South
Christian (CLS) varsity
boys’ swimming and diving
team improved to 3-0 in OK
Rainbow Conference Tier 11
duals with a win in Hastings
Thursday.

The CLS team, with
a new head coach and
new leaders in the water,
bested the Delton Kellogg/
Thornapple Kellogg/

for that,” new CLS head
coach Trenten Babcock
said. “I was really pleased
with that. The boys hustled
and they swam smart for the
most part, so I can’t really
ask for much more than
that. Overall, this season
has been really solid.”

Babcock is also the
coach of the West Catholic
varsity girls’ swimming and
diving team.

“This has been fun.
Learning how to handle
high school boys is always

won the 200-yard freestyle
relay in 1:38.71. The team
of Arendsen, Dykhouse,
Pollock and Logan won the
400-yard freestyle relay in
3:40.54.

Bud is the only senior
relay swimmer for the
Vikings. Dykhouse and
Logan  are  freshmen.
Arendsen, Le and
Burghgraef are sophomores
and Pollock is a junior.

“We got a lot of
freshmen in this year,”
Babcock said. “I was

CLS freshman James Eardley works his way through the water
towards a fourth-place finish in the 500-yard freestyle during his team’s
conference meet against Delton Kellogg/Thornapple Kellogg/Hastings

in Hastings Thursday.

Hastings team 124-57 in the
Community Education and
Recreation Center pool.

The Vikings won nine
of the 12 events, sweeping
the top spot in the three
relays, with six swimmers
winning individual races.

“We have been racing
a lot. There is incremental
progress that I have seen
throughout the season and
tonight was a continuation

interesting.  They’re a
good bunch. They’re hard-
working, they’re fun-loving
and they’re smart.”

Ty Dykhouse,
Alexander Pollock,
Alexander Le and Ethan
Arendsen  started  the
evening by winning the 200-
yard medley relay for CLS
in 1 minute 45.15 seconds.
Pollock, Zach Logan, Zach
Burghgraef and David Bud

surprised when 1 walked
in and there were 23 kids
(total). I was like, all right,
let’s go for it. I was happy
with it. A lot of them have
a little bit of a background
in the sport. I guess that kind
of speaks to the culture that
CLS has developed, that
they do bring in kids that
have swimming experience.
They know that you’ll work
hard.”

“lédger

Arendsen
won the 200-yard
individual medley
in 2:15.66. Pollock
won the 50-yard
freestyle in 23.49
seconds. Le won the
100-yard butterfly
in 58.97. Dykhouse
won the 100-yard [
backstroke in 58.27.
Emmet Schmehling,
another junior for
CLS, won the 500-
yard freestyle in
5:21.81.

Bud was the
runner-up in the 50-yard
freestyle in 23.49 and in the
100-yard freestyle in 54.98.

“Bud has been
wonderful in terms of
keeping a light attitude,
teaching everybody cheers
and it has been a balance
between working hard
and having fun — kind of
like (the NBA’s) Golden
State. You want to have
that joy that (coach) Steve
Kerr preaches. I think
(Bud) has been a good
leader, along with the other
captains Alex (Pollock)
and Emmet (Schmehling)
in terms of keeping the
mood light and keeping
everyone accountable, and
yet enjoying the process
of swimming, learning,
getting better and winning.”

CLS’s Logan Morse, a
sophomore, won the diving
competition with a score
of 198.95 points, ahead of
DK/TK/Hastings runner-up
Gram Price who earned a
score of 173.60.

CLS came into
Thursday’s meet having
already scored league

wins over Grand Rapids

wednesday ¢ january « 30 « 2019

CLS sophomore Zach Burghgraef nears the
turn during the breaststroke leg of the 200-
yard individual medley Thursday during the
Vikings’ OK Rainbow Conference Tier Il dual in
Hastings.

Union and Muskegon Mona
Shores.

Andrew Tuokkola
took the 200-yard freestyle
for DK/TK/Hastings in
2:04.15, and Alex Fabiano
won the 100-yard freestyle
in 51.88 and the 100-yard
breaststroke in 1:07.86.

It was the first
breaststroke race for
Fabiano this season, who
is really working to cut his
times in his freestyle events
and the backstroke at the
moment. He planned on
swimming the breaststroke
just the one time this season.

His time is just 1.67
seconds off the school
record set by his former
teammate Bennett Fleer in
2016. Fabiano holds the
DK/TK/Hastings 1 record in
the 200-yard freestyle, the
200-yard individual medley,
the 100-yard freestyle, and
the 100-yard backstroke. He

and Fleer were both a part of
the program’s record-setting
foursomes in all three relay
races.

Fabiano said he might
try once more to get that
breaststroke record, but
there aren’t many meets left
in the season.

Tuokkola swam well
Thursday too, cutting down
his season-best time in both
the 200 freestyle and 500
freestyle. He was second
to Schmehling in the 500
freestyle with a time of
5:21.81.

It was also a pretty
good evening for DK/TK/
Hastings’ Samuel Randall
who finished the 100-
yard butterfly in less than
a minute for the first time,
placing second to Le in
59.67.

Le had a runner-up
time of his own in the 100-
yard breaststroke, finishing
behind Fabiano in 1:11.59.

Red Arrows lose to Red Hawks

submitted by WRWW

Playing before a sparse
crowd, due to less than
ideal weather conditions,
the Lowell Red Arrows lost
to the Cedar Springs Red
Hawks 52 to 42 last week

Tuesday. Lowell got off to
a very slow start, unable to
find the bottom of the basket,
only scoring five points in
the first stanza, while Cedar
Springs tallied 10, paced by
Trenton Cooper with eight,
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including two three-point
shots. The second quarter
was somewhat better for
the Arrows as they put up
11 points. The downside
was the Red Hawks putting
up an additional 16 points

to lead at halftime 26 to
16. Gavin Coxon scored
four points in that quarter,
on his way to a game-
high total for Lowell of
12 points. Cedars Springs’
Dawson Wood poured in

Catch Up On Lowell High School Sports

dger._,

nine in the same period,
finishing the game with 15
points. Applying pressure
defensively, and having the
best quarter of the game
offensively, Lowell fought
back, outscoring the Red
Hawks 14 to 9 in the third
period. Trevor Petroelje
had the hot hand for the
Red Arrows, scoring six
points in eight minutes.
Lowell closed the gap to
two points in the fourth

quarter, aided by Braiden
Hamilton’s five points,
but Bryce Marvel (Cedar
Springs) showed why he
was moved up to varsity as
a sophomore, scoring eight
points in the final quarter
with three two-pointers and
going two-for-two at the
free-throw line. The Red
Hawks pulled away at the
end, aided by converting on
seven of eight free throws.
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—SPORTS

Senior gymnasts and parents recognized

submitted by WRWW

The Red Arrows took
on the Rockford Rams in
gymnastics competition
last week, Wednesday, Jan.
23. At the beginning of
the event, two graduating
seniors (Corah Miller and
Lilly Lothian) and their
parents were recognized
by Athletic Director, Dee
Crowley, for their long-
term  commitment and

sacrifice, to the program.
Following the ceremony,
action commenced with the
Red Arrows performing on
the vault. Reagan Ammon,
of Rockford, placed first in
the event with a score of
9.175. Lowell senior Miller
tied for second place with
the Rams’ Morgan Case,
both totaling 8.975.

The next event for the
Arrows was the uneven

Corah Miller on the balance beam.

parallel bars. Rockford
took the two top spots with
Ashley Faulkner registering
a 9.075, followed by
teammate Ammon with an
8.425. A third place finish
was awarded to Miller with
an 8.300.

The Dbalance beam
was not one of the four
gymnastics events in which
Lowell excelled. Miller
placed fourth with an 8.450.
She trailed Rockford’s
Ashley Faulkner with an
outstanding 9.350, Caleigh
Kusmierski, 9.125 and
Chantel Lokers, 8.800.

The last event, a strong
one for Lowell, was the
floor exercise. Lowell’s
Paige Barnart topped all
competitors with an 8.925.
She was closely followed
by Rockford’s Ammon
with an 8.900. The Red
Arrows took the next five
spots, third through seventh
from Aubri Lemike, Miller,
Katy Hock, Eimly Lothian
and Taeghan Ronchetti,
respectively.
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Senior parent recognition: Lilly Lothian with her parents: Lori and
Ryan Lothian plus Corah Miller with her parents: Sarah and Mitch Miller.

After the totals were
in, Miller placed first in
the “All-Around” with a
34.450. She was followed
by the Red Arrow’s Lemke
with a 33.625 and the
Rams’ Nichole Curtis with
a 32.325.

Final score of the meet
was Rockford 138.575,
Lowell 134.675

Steady game, big second half

leads to win for the ladies

submitted by WRWW

Playing an all-around
good game, especially
the second half, the lady
Red Arrows, defeated the
Ottawa Hills Bengals last
Friday, 47 to 31. The ‘nip
and tuck’ first half ended
with the Red Arrows
leading by one point, 22 to
21. In that first half, Emily

Depew led all Lowell
players with seven points.
Her teammate, Regan

Coxon, went to the free-
throw line often, making

six of her eight free throws.
Tylisha Johnson (Ottawa
Hills) kept her team in
the game, dropping in ten
points. The second half
was very different from
the first half. The Arrows
held the Bengals’ Johnson
scoreless the second half.
Lowell outscored Ottawa
Hills, 12 to two in the
third period and entered
the fourth quarter leading
in the contest, 34 to 23.
The Arrows continued to

Jena Lyon looking to score after receiving
the pass.

Emily Depew making a first half free throw.
She made 5 of 10 free throws for the night.

apply defensive pressure
in the fourth quarter, only
allowing the Bengals to
score eight points, while
they totaled 13. Coxon had
11 points the second half
giving her 17 for the game.
Depew, playing strong all
game long, put up another

8 points the second half to
finish with 15 for the night.
The Bengals’ Johnson was
the high scorer for her team
with 10 points, all coming
in the first half. Lowell shot
33 free throws, making 18.
Ottawa Hills was 7 for 11
from the line.

Following the meet,
graduating senior, Miller,
was asked what the
gymnastic program has
meant to her. She stated, “I
love gymnastics, but it is so
much more than that. It’s all
about my teammates.”

The Red Arrows will
be on the road for their
next several meets. They

Red Arrow Fal

are at Forest Hills Central
on Wednesday, Jan. 30
and Kenowa Hills on
Wednesday, Feb. 6, before
the Rainbow Conference
meet on Saturday, Feb. 16
at Kenowa Hills. The “B”
teams compete at Rockford
High School on Monday,
Feb. 11.

SPORTS SCHEDULES

BOYS VARSITY WRESTLING

* Denotes a home game
2/1 at 5 pm OK White Conference at FHN
2/6 time TBA MHSSA Team Districts

BOYS VARSITY SWIM & DIVE
1/31 at 6 pm West Catholic
2/7 at 6 pm Wayland Union

GIRLS GYMNASTICS

* Denotes a home game at LHS
1/30 at 7 pm at FHC
2/6 at 7 pm at Kenowa Hills

GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL

* Denotes a game at LHS main gym
2/1 at 5:30 pm Jenison* Hero Night
2/5 at 7 pm at Northview

BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL

* Denotes a home game at LHS main gym
2/1 at 7 pm Jenison* Hero Night
2/5 at 7 pm Northview*

GIRLS COMPETITIVE CHEER

2/2 at 10 am Kenowas Hills Invite
2/6 at 6 pm Jamboree #3 at Northview

BOYS VARSITY HOCKEY
* Denotes a home game at Kentwood Ice Arena
2/2 at 6 pm East Kentwood* Senior Night
2/8 & 2/9 time TBA HS. Showcase - Chelsea

BOYS & GIRLS BOWLING
* Denotes a meet at The Bowling Alley - lonia
2/4 at 3:30 pm Kent City at Sparta Lanes
2/6 at 3:30 pm FHC at Eastbrook Lanes
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FRANCISCO

Denise Marie Francisco, age 49, of Saranac, passed
away, Friday, January 25, 2019. She was preceded in
death by her “son” Chris Grundy; mother-in-law, Ruth
Witherell; and brother-
and sister-in-law, Mark
and Julee Witherell.
Denise is  survived
by her husband of 31
years, Eric Witherell;
children, Heather
and Shawn Witherell;
grandchildren, Legend,
Honor and Landin
Barker; parents, Richard
and Helen Francisco;
brother, Richard
Francisco;  brother-in-
law, Craig Witherell;
several nieces and
nephews;  “daughter”
Stephanie Closson; her
pets, Kilo, Blue and Shiloh as well as “granddog” Honey
Bee. Denise was a mom to many kids. She retired from
working in the food service department in the Forest
Hills School District for 22+ years to be a stay-at-home
grandma. She was a loving mother to all, especially her
kids, grandkids and furbabies. She loved the outdoors
and spending time with her family. Visitation will be held
Wednesday, January 30, from 10 AM-12 PM and 6-9
PM at Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. Hudson, Lowell, MI
49331. The funeral service will be Thursday, January
31 at 11 AM at Roth-Gerst Chapel. Chaplin Shannon
Witherell officiating. Memorial contributions in Denise’s
memory may be made to the Witherell Family, c/o
Huntington Bank, to assist with funeral expenses.

ROTH

GERST

www.gerstfuneralhomes.com
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LEMMON

Norma Lemmon, age 86 of Lowell, died Wednesday,
January 23, 2019. She is survived by her sisters, Joyce
Irwin and Diane (Ray) Roy; several nieces and nephews
and special friend,
Shirley Carroll. Norma
loved gardening and
was a devoted longtime
member of First Baptist
Church of Lowell. She
was a teacher with the
Rockford school district
mostly at Cannonsburg
Elementary. Norma
was a wonderful friend
to many people, was
greatly loved and will be
missed. Visitation and
funeral service we held
Monday, January 28, at
the Roth-Gerst Funeral
Home with Pastor Jon
Pickens of First Baptist Church of Lowell, officiating.
Memorial contributions may be made to First Baptist
Church of Lowell, 2275 W. Main, Lowell, Michigan
49331.

ROTH

GERST

www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

TETZLAFF
John Patrick Tetzlaff Sr.,, age 83, passed away
Friday, January 25, 2019. He was preceded in death
by his sisters, Helen Staal and Betty Haight. John
is the beloved father
of Linda (Paul Luna)
Young, Laura Mosteller,
Kathleen Tetzlaff,
Kimberly Horsley, and
John (Dawn) Tetzlaff.
He is dearly loved by his
13 grandchildren and 12
great-grandchildren. He
is also survived by his
sisters, Alice, Margaret,
and Anna Mae. John

was a commercial
painter for Kooi
Industrial Painting for

many years. Memorial
Mass of Christian burial will be celebrated Thursday,
January 31, at 11:00 a.m. at St. Mary Catholic Church,
402 Amity St., Lowell. Rev. Aaron Ferris presiding. The
family will greet friends and relatives one hour prior to
the mass at the church.

ROTH

BGERST

www.gerstfuneralhomes.com
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TREE SERVICE INC.
Your Local Tree Care Experts

Tree & Shrub Fertilization
Disease & Insect Control
Pruning & Tree Removal
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~ Stump Grinding
~ Fully Insured
EMB,
Call Today! o

616-890-2348

®
VOICE OF TREE CARE
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Capital Press
Report, continued

"My model says that given an evenly matched pair of
candidates, there's an 85 percent chance she'll choose the
Dem," he said. "That's not what I'd call a 'strong Democrat,’
but more like a Dem-leaning independent."

Unlike Snyder's other appointments to college boards,
his lone appointment to replace former retiring Democratic
Trustee George Perles comes with a political label. If she
chooses, Schlichting could run in 2022. If she wants to seek
the nomination, current Michigan Democratic Party (MDP)
Chair Brandon Dillon said he doesn't see any reason why
she wouldn't get a nod from Dem delegates . . . particularly
after she was among the board members who pushed out
Engler.

Meanwhile, Republicans are stewing that Snyder didn't
pick someone who actually wanted the seat, but lost out
because of last year\'s political environment. Either of
GOP's 2018 MSU trustee nominees, Dave Dutch or Mike
Miller, would have made sense to most Republicans.

"Both of them worked hard for the position and either
would have served the public well, but that didn't happen,"
said Republican consultant Stu Sandler.

At the very least, the R's would have been happy if
Snyder had followed his prior practice of appointing
someone from his inner circle to the university board -- Lt.
Gov. Brian Calley or Chief of Staff Dick Posthumus are
both Spartan graduates.

Instead, one unnamed Republican said party loyalists
felt as if Snyder had given them "the big middle finger on
the way out the door."

McNeilly, a former executive director of the Michigan
Republican Party (MRP), said the Governor's legacy
as a Republican evaporated over time with some of his
appointments and vetoes.

"Near the end, he started governing more as a moderate
Democrats and this appointment only gives that argument
credence," he said.

That said, Snyder's appointment wasn't surprising
in that politics wasn't a driving decision behind many
of his later decisions. He never endorsed Republican
gubernatorial nominee Bill Schuette. He didn't show up
to the MRP's August convention or any rally held by Vice
President Mike Pence.

Snyder's office acknowledges that the Governor tried
to keep politics out of this decision.

"Unless a board specified that it had to have a certain
number of Republicans, Democrats and independents,
similar to the Mackinac Island State Parks board, we
typically didn't ask political affiliation when considering
people for roles," said long-time Snyder aide Allison Scott.

This was particularly true when it came to picking a
trustee at Michigan State University, a school still healing
from the Larry Nassar sex abuse scandal. The Snyder inner
circle wanted a talented individual with no connection to
the university and impeccable professional credentials.

"Under any normal circumstance, I'd have loved to
serve as trustee at Michigan State University," Calley said.
"But Dick Posthumus and I took our names out from the
beginning because we thought it would be important to
bring in a fresh set of eyes, someone who could evaluate
the entire situation and do what needed to be done without
having to worry about managing baggage from past
relations."

Posthumus and Engler, for instance, are longtime
personal friends. Calley has such pride for his alma mater
"I want to ask for (basketball coach) Tom Izzo's autograph
every time I see him."

In picking a replacement to Perles, political affiliation
didn't even enter the equation. Schlichting's name came up
in a brainstorming session involving Snyder, Scott, Calley,
Posthumus and Deputy Chief of Staff Beth Emmittbecause
of her work at Henry Ford, among other things.

"Political affiliation didn't come into the equation,”
Calley said. "It wasn't a factor. We had decided to appoint
Nancy before anyone thought to ask her what her political
affiliation was."

The MSU board is one of only three publicly elected
university boards in which the political parties select
nominees. Snyder had the opportunity to make the 2019
board a 5-3 Democratic board, but his decision makes it a
6-2 Democratic advantage.
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.
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for sale

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
- Seasoned mixed hard-
woods, unsplit, $150/cord,
split $200/cord. Delivery
includedina 20 mile radius.
Call 616-212-3008.

EXCEPTIONALPERFOR-
MANCE AND VALUE - Re-
quires lesswood & provides
more heat. Central Boiler
certified Classic Edge OUT-
DOORWOOD FURNACE.
Call today! 616-554-8669.
SOS Property Maintenance
LLC, 6950 Hammond Ave,
Caledonia. We are your
local sales, service & parts
dealer!

SEAL 'N HEAL®: liquid
bandage seals wounds with
bitter taste to stop gnaw-
ing & promote healing. At
Tractor Supply. (www.ken
nelvax.com)

NEWSPAPERENDROLLS
AVAILABLE - Many uses.
Usually $3-$5 each. Lowell
Ledger, 105 N. Broadway.

QUEEN PILLOWTOP
MATTRESS SET - (new),
$248/set. Thick & plush.
Hammond Wholesale, 320
W. Main St., Carson City,
989-584-1600. See us on
Facebook.m

FREEAD!- Place & pay for
a classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger
for 3 weeks & receive the
4th week FREE! You must
mention the specialin order
to receive this offer. Valid
only with new classified ads,
and must be paid for when
ad is placed. No refunds if
ad is cancelled early. Call
897-9555.

USED TIRES - Call with
size, 616-292-7649/616-
295-8820. Rob’s Auto -
thanks.m

REACH OVER 100,000
AREA HOMES - with our
Marketplace! One call &
one payment, only $40! In-
cludes 20 words & 1 black &
white photo. Only items for
sale please. The ad runsin
the Lowell Buyer’s Guide &
News, Hastings Reminder,
Marshall Advisor/Chronicle
& Battle Creek Shopper
News. Call 897-9555 or
stop by 105 N. Broadway
for more info.

LEDGER OFFICE
105 N. Broadway, Lowell.
Accepts Federal Express
& UPS prepaid packages.

wanted

GUITAR WANTED! Lo-
cal musician will pay up
to $12,500 for pre-1975
Gibson, Fender, Martin and
Gretsch guitars. Fender
amplifiers also. Call toll
free! 1-800-995-1217.
(MICH)

FREON R12 WANTED:
CERTIFIED BUYER
will PAY CA$H for R12
cylinders or cases of cans.
(312) 291-9169; www.
refrigerantfinders.com
(MICH)

| WANT TO BUY
- Refrigerator, stove,
washer, dryer & furniture
in good shape. Have cash.
989-584-6818.m

help wanted

DIESEL MECHANICS
WANTED - Dean Transpor-
tation has 2 immediate po-
sitions available for heavy
equipment/diesel mechan-
icsin Grand Rapids. School
bus experience preferred
but not required. Will train!
Competitive pay & benefits
package provided. Pay
based on experience. Must
pass background check,
physical & drug screen-
ing. For more information,
please call 517-319-8353.
Apply online at www.dean-
trasportation.com/jobs

DRIVERS CDL-A- Looking
for an incredible career?
Don't wait! Earn top pay,
Sign-on bonus, Quarterly
safety bonus, excellent
benefits: health, life, den-
tal & vision insurance,
401K and more! Must
have 1yr CDL experience
with X-end. Apply at www.
gulfmarkenergy.comor call
866-448-4068 EOE.

CARPENTERS/FRAM-
ERS - Looking for help in
the Lowell area and then
beyond if you choose.
Benefits available. Pay
based on experience. Call
Dave for more info 616-
291-5704.

RESIDENT CARE GIVERS
WANTED - Looking for
part-time caregivers (with
potential for full-time) for
2nd (2pm-10pm) and 3rd
(10 pm - 6 am) shifts. Ex-
perience preferred but not
necessary, we will train the
right person. Please apply
in person at: Fountain View
of Lowell, 11537 E. Fulton
St. SE, Lowell.

NOW HIRING & TRAINING
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
- Dean Transportation has
immediate openings for
school busdrivers through-
out Kent County. Positions
startatupto $17/hr. with full
benefits package & PAID
CDL TRAINING provided.
Must have excellentdriving
history, pass background
check, physical & drug
screening. Call 616-885-
1680 for additional informa-
tion Apply online at www.
deantransportation.com/
jobs

for rent

WE DO BUSINESS INAC-
CORDANCE WITH THE
FEDERALFAIRHOUSING
LAW - Equal Housing Op-
portunity. It is illegal to dis-
criminate against any per-
son because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national
origin in the sale or rental
of housing or residential
lots; in the advertising the
sale or rental of housing,
in the financing of housing.
Anyone who feels he or
she hasbeendiscriminated
againstmay file acomplaint
of housing discrimination:
1-800-669-9777 (toll free)
1-800-927-9275 (TTY).

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on
Alden Nash, 1 mile
South of 196. Call for
specials 558-2900.

services

HANDY REPAIR SER-
VICE - All kinds of service
work:locks rekeyed, dead-
bolts installed, screen &
window repair. Call Bob
Ford, 299-3198.

INTERIOR PAINTING - by
JenX Creations. Colorcon-
sultations, free estimates,
insured with references.
Call 616-915-1593.

EVERYDAY MILITARY
DISCOUNT - 10% off any
service when showing your
military ID. 24-Hour towing,
tire change, lock out, jump
starts, fuel delivery. J&K
Roadside Service, 616-
690-0983.

CARPENTER WANTS
JOBS, JOBS, JOBS -
New homes, remodeling,
additions, flooring, siding,
decks, kitchens, baths,
plans drawn. Licensed
since 1967. References.
Mel Cooke, 676-9239. No
Sunday calls please.

services

SCANNING SERVICE -
Do you need something
scanned & emailed? The
Buyers Guide/Lowell Led-
ger now offers this service!
Mon. - Thurs., 8 - 5 p.m. &
Fri., 8 -noon. Phone 897-
9555 with any questions.

TWO BROTHERS AUTO
SERVICE - 5400 Ivan Rd.,
Saranac, 642-9180. Dave
Traver, head mechanic, for-
merly of McCaul’s Auto Ser-
vice. 30 years experience,
state cerfied, licensed &
insured. Mon. - Fri., 8 am
-5 pm.

NOREEN K. MYERS, AT-
TORNEY AT LAW - Com-
passionate, experienced,
effective legal representa-
tion. Specialties include:
wills & trusts, work related
injuries, employment dis-
crimination. 307 E. Main,
Lowell, 897-5460.

services

UPS/FEDEX SHIPPING
COPY SERVICE,
(black & white & color!)
FAX SERVICE,
LAMINATING
PRINTING
BANNERS
POSTERS
& MUCH MORE
AVAILABLE AT THE
LOWELL LEDGER
BUYERS GUIDE
105 N. Broadway
HOURS
M-Th. 8-5 p.m.
Fri. 8-noon
Ph. 897-9261
Fax 897-4809
email:
ledger@lowellbuyers
guide.com

misc

If you or a loved one were
diagnosed with OVARIAN
CANCERorMESOTHELI-
OMA after use of TALCUM
products such as BABY
POWDER or SHOWER
TO SHOWER, you may
be entitled to compensa-
tion.Contact Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-5727
(MICH)

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT
PRESCRIPTION! World
Health Link. Price Match
Guarantee! Prescriptions
Required. CIPA Certified.
Over 1500 medications
available. CALL Today
For A Free Price Quote.
1-855-972-1693 Call Now!
(MICH)

HELP US DELIVER THE
PAPER...please DIG OUT
around your newspaper
tube, mailbox, steps, walk-
ways & porches! Let's all
tryto HELP EACH OTHER
survive the Winter.

ONGOING
EVENTS

PLEASE NOTE - Coming
Events are for non-profit orga-
nizations. If you are charging
admission for an event - it is
considered an advertisement.
Coming events are on a space
available basis & ARE NOT
GUARANTEED. If you would
like to make sure your event
is placed in the paper, please
call our office & place it as a
classified ad. We will not accept
ANY Garage or sales (includ-
ing fundraisers) as a coming
event. All Coming Events or
changes to coming events
should be submitted by fax:
897-4809, email: classifieds@
lowellbuyersguide.com, by mail:
PO Box 128, Lowell, MI 49331
orin person: 105 N. Broadway.

ALPHA FAMILY CENTER OF
LOWELL-517E. Main. Hours:
Mon. & Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m;
Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. -8 p.m.
Diapers, formula, clothing &free
ultrasounds & pregnancy test-
ing available. www.afclowell. org

ALTOLIBRARYHOURS: Mon
& Sat., 9:30-1:30 p.m.; Tues. &
Wed., 12 - 8 p.m.; Thurs., 1-6
p.m.; Fri. 9:30-6 p.m. Info., call
784-2007.

ENGLEHARDT LIBRARY
HOURS - Mon.-Wed., noon - 8
p.m.; Thurs., Fri. & Sat., 9:30
a.m. - 5 p.m. 784-2007.

LOWELLARTS GALLERY
HOURS-Tues.-Fri.,10-6p.m.;
Sat.,10-5p.m. 225 W. Main St.,
Lowell. Visit www.lowellartsmi.
org or call 897-8545.

LOWELLAREAHISTORICAL
MUSEUM - open Tuesday,
Thursday, Saturday & Sun-
day:1-4 p.m. Families: $10;
individual $3; ages 5-17 $1.50;
members free. 897-7688.

WOMEN FOR SOBRIETY -
meets every Monday, 7-8 p.m. at
Bowne Center United Methodist
Church, fellowship hall, 12051
84th St., corner of Alden Nash.
Call Sue at 868-6219 or www.
womenforsobriety.org

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a
Christ-centred, Biblically-based
12 step program for people with

hurts, hang-ups and habits. Meets
every Thursday from 6:30 - 8:30
pm at Impact, 1069 Lincoln Lake
Ave, Lowell. Open to all who are
18yearsorolder. Fourth Thursday
of each month is Chip Night when
we celebrate amealtogether start-
ing at 6 pm.

BOWNE TOWNSHIP HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY-meets the second
Monday of the month at 10 a.m.
in the Historical Museum at 84th/
Alden Nash.

NEEDLERS - Meet the second &
fourth Wednesday of the month
from, 5 to 8 pm at Englehardt
Library, 200 N. Monroe, Lowell.

WOMEN OF THE MOOSE - third
Monday at 7:30 p.m. for business
meeting.

ALTO AMERICAN LEGION
AUXILIARY - meets the second
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at
the Alto American Legion Post.

V.F.W. POST #8303 - meets the
first Monday at 7 p.m. at 3116
Alden Nash S.E.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 102-every
Monday, 7-8:30 p.m. during school
yearin Scout Cabin at the end of
N. Washington St. Ages 11 and
up or completing 5th grade. Call
Scoutmaster Clay VanderWarf,
616-485-3429 or Del Rockwell at
897-6814.

VERGENNES CLUB MEETS - at
1 p.m. on the first Thursday of the
month March thru Nov. Meeting
at Schneider Manor Community
Room. Program & refreshments.
Guests welcome.

AMERICAN LEGION #152
MEETING - fourth Monday of the
month, 7 pm. Lowell Veteran’s
Center, 3100 Alden Nash, Lowell.

TECH HELP - Thursdays by
appointment from 1-3 p.m. Help
with internet searching, computer
basics, Facebook, ereaders, li-
brary downloadable books, etc.
Clarksville Area Library, 130 S.
Main, Clarksville, 616-693-1001.

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY
TOPS MI #372 - every Tuesday,
weigh-ins at 5:45 p.m. in the ac-
tivity room at Schneider Manor,

CUB SCOUTPACK 3188 -meets
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at
First United Methodist Church,
621 E. Main.

QUA-KE-ZIK SPORTSMANS
CLUB - meets second and third
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. at 8731 West
Riverside Dr. Go to www.qua-
ke-zik.org for information. New
members welcome.

LOWELL LIONS CLUB - meets
third Tuesday at noon at Lowell
City Hall.

KNITTING GROUP -Tuesdays
10 a.m. - noon. Meets at the Vil-
lage Hall. Beginning to advanced
knitters welcome. Clarksville Area
Library, 130 S. Main, Clarksville,
616-693-1001.

LOWELL AMATEUR RADIO
CLUB -Open Radio Room Thurs-
days, 7 pm at Flat River Outreach
Ministries, 11535 Fulton St. E.
General meeting 3rd Thursday.
www.w8lrc.org 145.27 MHz.

FLAT RIVER OUTREACH MIN-
ISTRIES TREASURE’S THRIFT
SHOP HOURS - Tues - Fri. 10
- 6 pm; Sat. 10 - 2 p.m. at
11535 Fulton St. E. Thrift Shop,
897-8260; Resource Center,
897-8260.

VETERANS POTLUCK - second
Sunday of month, 2 pm. Bring a
friend. Lowell Veteran’s Center,
3100 Alden Nash, Lowell.

TECH HELP - Wednesdays by
appointment from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Help withinternet searching, com-
puter basics, Facebook, ereaders,
library downloadable books, etc.
Saranac Public Library, 61 Bridge
St., Saranac. 616-642-9146.

THE LOWELL BOARD OF EDU-
CATION - second Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. in the Administra-
tion Building, 300 High St., Lowell.

FLAT RIVER WATERSHED
COUNCIL - Meets 3rd Monday
of each month at the Main Street
Innin Lowell at6:30 p.m. For more
information, visit our web page at
flatriverwatershed.org

BABY PANTRY OF LOWELL -

(formerly St. Mary’s Pregnancy
Center) is now located inside
Flat River Outreach Ministries
(FROM) at 11535 Fulton St.
E. We are open Monday 5:30-
7:30 p.m. & Thursday 2-4:30
p.m. to serve pregnant woman
& families of small children
in need of diapers, wipes &
other baby supplies. We are
non-denominational & serve
families in the Lowell area. For
more information, call Michele
at 616-322-5957.

FREE ALL VETS COFFEE
HOUR - Third Thurs. of each
month. at Keiser’s.

STORYTIME - Thursdays, 10
a.m. with Ms. Sheila at Clarks-
ville Area Library, 130 S. Main,
Clarksville, 616-693-1001.

MOTHERS WHO HAVE OR
HAVE HAD - sons/daughters
serving in the military. We are
meeting on the 3rd Wednesday
of every month. For more info
call Sally 616-761-2042.

LOWELL AREA PRAYER &
HEALING ROOMS - located
in the FROM building, 11535
Fulton Street, most Monday
evenings, 6-8 p.m. Christian
Scripture based. No cost or
fees, no appointment neces-
sary, confidentiality respected.

ALTOLIONS CLUB -Meets 1st
& 3rd Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at
Keiser’s Kitchen.

CIVIL AIR PATROL - Meets the
second & fourth Tues. of the
month, 6 p.m., Benz Aviation
Building at lonia Airport, teen/
adult programs available, Call
Shawna, 616-430-1348 or visit
online http://mi222.miwg-cap.
org

VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION
FOR FROM - 1st. Wednesday
of the month, 6 p.m. and 3rd
Thursday of the monthat1 p.m.
FROM, 11535 Fulton St. E. Call
for more information 897-8260.

SENIOR NEIGHBORS BIBLE
STUDY -Allare welcome tojoin
thisbible study on Wednesdays,
10:30- 11:30 am. Lowell Senior
Neighbors, 314 S. Hudson St.,
Lowell.
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Team effort, hustle, defense: keys to win

submitted by WRWW

Last Friday the Red
Arrows took on OK White
Conference foe, the Ottawa
Hills Bengals. It was
apparent from the beginning
that Lowell was focused on
being aggressive on defense
as well as offense. The
team effort resulted in a 55
to 44 win for the Arrows.
Lowell jumped out to an
18 to nine lead at the end of
the first quarter with Gavin

Coxon leading the way
with six points. Both teams
struggled a bit, offensively
in the second quarter.
Ottawa Hills notched nine
points to Lowell’s seven
making the halftime score:
Lowell 25, Ottawa Hills
18. The third quarter saw
the Red Arrows outscore
the Bengals 16 to 14.

Paving the way offensively
was Braiden
‘lit-it-up’

for Lowell,
Hamilton who

Andy Anschutz at the free throw line. He made 4 of 5 from the charity

stripe.

for six points, two of them
three-point shots, beyond
the arc. Leading 41 to 32 to
start the fourth quarter, the
Red Arrows continued to
attack the basket, scoring
14 points. Trevor Petroelje
dropped in five points that
period to finish the game
with 11 points. Hamilton
was the game-high scorer
for Lowell with 12 points,
with  teammate Coxon
accounting for an additional

10 points. Ottawa Hills’
Larry Phillips had 14 points
for the game, followed by
Brandon Harris with eight.
The Red Arrows made 12
of 18 free throws with the

Braiden Hamilton taking the ball down the court.

Bengals converting on 11
of 20. Lowell had games on
the road this past Monday

They have home contests, at
7 pm, on Friday, Feb. 1, with
Jenison, and Tuesday, Feb.

and  Tuesday  against 5, with Northview.
Forest Hills Central and

Caledonia,  respectively.

Support the Local Businesses

Who) Help Support: 111

Qe CommuaityFF 5

NEWSOFTHE m

Fashion Foibles

Because white shoes are so distracting when you're
lining up your putt? According to Time magazine, Nike
will be mowing over the competition with its new Air Max
1 golf shoes, which feature uppers covered with a green
material that resembles grass. Matching green laces
will further disguise your dogs as you play a round, but
lest you think you'll disappear altogether, fear not: The
trademark Nike swoosh on the sides is bright white. The
sneakers, yet to be released, are expected to retail for
$140.

Just when you thought there was nothing new
under the blue jeans sun: A Ukrainian designer is asking
$377 for a pair of jeans that have one fitted leg and one
flared leg. Ksenia Schnaider, who calls her design the
Asymmetric Jean, told DazedDigital.com: "It's good to
get people talking, and they're definitely going to make
people turn their heads as you walk by!"

Precocious

Employees of John J. Murphy Elementary School
in Round Lake Park, lllinois, were surprised on Jan. 9
when a car drove into the drop-off lane and an 11-year-
old student exited the driver's seat. Witnesses alerted
police, who issued an arrest warrant for the front-seat
passenger, 31-year-old Khafilu M. Oshodi of Round
Lake, for two counts of child endangerment; a 9-year-
old was riding in the back seat. Police Chief George
Filenko told the Lake County News-Sun the situation
could have "resulted in any number of tragic scenarios."
The children have been placed with other relatives, and
police are still looking for Oshodi.

Alijah Hernandez of Houston is a skilled barber in
her father's shop, reported KTRK-TV on Jan. 17 -- which
wouldn't ordinarily be newsworthy. But Alijah is only 7
years old. Her dad, Franky, says she's been watching
him since she was a toddler and started perfecting her
skills three years ago. For her part, Alijah says cutting
hair comes naturally to her; she practices on friends
and family (with her dad supervising) and has already
faced off in barber competitions across Texas.

What's That up in the Sky?

The rare super blood wolf moon of Jan. 20 was so
captivating to some skywatchers on Florida's Ponte
Vedra Beach, that they didn't notice when the tide rolled
in and waterlogged their Honda CRV. The St. Johns
County Sheriff's Office told News4Jax the occupants
were able to get out of the car and move to safety,
although the vehicle itself wasn't recovered until the
next day. A photo showed water up to the windshield on
the front end.

Meanwhile, in West Palm Beach, Florida, two
unnamed 24-year-olds chose to view the Jan. 20
eclipse by lying prone in the middle of a dark road
near the Apoxee Wilderness Trail. Which would have
worked out fine, except around 11:30 p.m. a West Palm
Beach police officer patrolling the area ran over the pair.
Fortunately, reported the South Florida Sun Sentinel,
he was cruising at just 5 mph, and the human speed
bumps sustained only non-life-threatening injuries. The
officer was put on paid administrative leave while the
incident was investigated.

Terrifying Technology

Laura Lyons of Orinda, California, was in her
kitchen on the afternoon of Jan. 20 when a loud alert
noise blared in the living room, followed by a detailed
warning from "Civil Defense" that intercontinental
ballistic missiles were on their way from North Korea
to Los Angeles, Chicago and Ohio. Lyons told the San
Jose Mercury News the message warned residents they
had three hours to evacuate. As she and her husband
absorbed the news, they realized it had come from
their Nest security camera -- not from the TV, where
the Rams-Saints game was proceeding as normal, and
news channels were not reporting anything unusual. "It
was five minutes of sheer terror," she said. The Lyonses
called 911 and then Nest, where a supervisor told them
they had been victims of a "third-party hack" on their
camera and speakers.

Latest Religious Messages

British retailer Marks & Spencer is in hot water with
Muslims who claim the store’s brand of toilet paper is
embossed with the Arabic symbol for the word “God.”
An unnamed man posted a video to social media
displaying a roll of M&S Aloe Vera 3-ply tissue and
urging his Muslim brothers and sisters to avoid buying
it or boycott the store altogether. Metro News reports
that in response, Marks & Spencer says the symbol
is of an aloe vera leaf: “The motif on the aloe vera
toilet tissue, which we have been selling for over five
years, is categorically of an aloe vera leaf, and we have
investigated and confirmed this with our suppliers.”
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ACROSS
1. Bird hangout

6. Loquacious person's
gift?

9. Columbus launcher

13. Nebraska's largest
city

14. Not a thing

15. Hispaniola republic
16. Shmear holder

17. Brouhaha

18. Court call

19. *Gaga and Cooper
hit

21. *The Recording

23. *Drake's "Nice
What"

24. Doe's mate
25. *Best New Artist,

1983: at Work
28. Aquarium show star

30. *™"Why don't you just
meetmeinthe "
35. Line of symmetry
37. ltty-bitty bit

39. Unwelcome

message on computer Your Family

screen Deserves The

40. Roll call call BEST

41. *"Reputation” artist

43. "The Bridges of Te‘h"°'°gy
Madison County" state

44. Implant CALL TODAY Save 20%!
46. Delhi wrap

47. Politicians, for short
48. Isaac of science

51 1599

190 Channels

1-888-416-7103

Difer mds 111‘14/18 Savlngswnh 2  year pnm gllamnlte with AT120 starting at $59.99 compared to everyday price. All offers require credit qualification, 2 year commitment with early

MONTH

for 24 months

fiction fame

per Duo lifying customers. Hopper, Ihpperwfilmg or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. l.lﬁmlfees may apply based on credit qualification. Fees
apply for additional TVs: Hoppel $15/mo,, Joey SSfmn Supefhe'; 51DI|m. All new

ubject to a one-tir

Upgrade to the Hopper® 3

Smart HD DVR
+Watch and record 16 shows at once
«Get built-in Netflix and YouTube
« Watch TV on your mobile devices
Hopper upgrade fee $5/mo.

Add High Speed Internet

1422

Subject to availability. Restrictions apply.
Inmmel not provided by DISH and will be billed separately.

autHomzen eTanen  AETITURE

50. *Grammy Hall of
Fame's "Sixteen
52. Sodium solution
53. French Riviera city
55. Trigonometry abbr. meal

57. Danced to Miami 72.'80s sitcom "Who's
Sound Machine in 1985 the "
61.*__ Center 73.*"
65. Bay window 1968

66. Poor man's caviar 74. Giving up the ghost
68. Home to BYU
69. Dished out
70. Three strikes

" © StatePoint Media

71. Like yesterday's

Robinson,"

DOWN
1. Ugly crowds

The support you need to_find quality
SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families find
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you!

CALL (855) 439-6734

! We're paid by our partner communities

aPlaceforMom.

7

© StatePoint Media
Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

2. Wet nurse

3. Indian music

4. Elf's perch

5. Inciting call to a
hunting hound

6. Bite like a beaver
7. A hand

8. Swell up

9. Persian backgammon
10. Adjutant

11. Type of cell

12. Well-ventilated
15. Deli offering

20. Florentine iris

22. Tucker of "Modern
Family"

24. Fill to satisfaction
25. *Fall Out boy's
album

26. End-of-semester
events

27. Nimbus, pl.

29. Hang out till these
come home?

31. Type of coffee maker
32. Salivate

33. Humble

34. Make blank

36. Appear to be

38. Bushy do

42. Color lightly

45. *Childish Gambino's
name

49. *What nominees do
51. Like lathered hands
54. Read-only memory
device

56. Aerosol can
emanation

57. Toothy groomer

58. Three-ply dunker
59. Lice eggs
60. “Bee
awards winner
61. Series of reps, pl.
62. "Laughing on the
inside" text

63. Fifty-fifty

64.*  ofthe Year
67. Partaker's pronoun

multiple

Puzzle solutions on page 12
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QUESTION

When do you
use your car
horn

* At a stop light
* When people are texting
* Slow & fast drivers
* When | see a friend
* Never

TO VOTE, GO TO -

thelowellledger.com

Then watch —r'a =
for the results in \

Lowell’s Only Hometown Newspaper!

LAST WEEK'S
ONLINE
POLL

RESULTS

Our poll asked ...

Who will win the Super
Bowl?

New England Patriots
L.A. Rams

\AAANAL

thelowellledger.com
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WWI private Charles W. Clark (1894-1918)

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Charles W. Clark, a
casualty of World War I, was
one of the namesakes of the
Clark/Ellis American Legion
post, but few facts are known
about the man.

Clark’s 90-year-old
grandniece, Jean Bishop,
lives on Avery St. in

downtown Lowell. Bishop
said that her mother, Ina
Potter, never spoke about her
brother “Charlie” and neither
did the rest of the family.
She owns no photos of him
nor any memorabilia of his
life, all she has is a tattered,
laminated photocopy of
Clark’s obituary from a 1918
edition of the Lowell Ledger.
Everything she knows about
her uncle comes from that
brief, century-old snippet.
Clark was born in Lowell
on March 30, 1894. He was a
doughboy, a private in one of
the machine gun battalions
of the 85th Division (a.k.a.
the “Custer Division”) of
the US Army. That infantry
division was trained at Camp
Custer, outside of Battle
Creek, in 1917. Soldiers at
Camp Custer were trained
under Major General
Joseph Dickman, a veteran
of the Apache Wars, the
Spanish/American War, the
Philippine/American ~ War
and the Boxer Rebellion.
Most of the soldiers trained
there were from Michigan
and Wisconsin, particularly

Detroit. ~ After training,
soldiers in the 85th were
deployed in France and

Russia, the last units arriving
in France by Aug. 12, 1918.
Their commander was Major
General C.W. Kennedy and
they were billeted in the
French cities of Humbligny,
Nevers and Cosne. Infantry
soldiers like Clark were
sent to combat on the front
lines to replace their fallen
comrades, an incredibly
dangerous mission. They
saw intense fighting
during battles in Lorraine,

Charles W. Clark’s final resting place is in Oakwood Cemetery, lot 67,
grave 4 of the original section. If he has a headstone, it is somewhere in this
area, currently obscured by the snow.

Marbache, Meuse-Argonne
and St. Mihiel.

Clark was killed in action
at Dieulouard, France on
Sept. 29, 1918, six weeks
before the end of the war. He
was only 24 years old. The
initial local report that Clark
was injured was delivered
home in a letter from Harold
Graham, a fellow Lowell

The news in Graham’s
letter appeared in the Oct.
24, 1918 Lowell Ledger:
“Harold Graham and Charlie
Clark received shrapnel
wounds Sept. 29, according
to a letter written in a French
hospital Oct. 1 by the former
to his sister, Miss Donna
Graham. Harold stated that
he had flesh wounds in a

doughboy. Graham and

leg and arm and was ‘doing

1918. [photo courtesy Imperial War Museum]

Clark were apparently pals;
a small item in the June 20,
1918 Lowell Ledger noted,
“Harold Graham and Charlie
Clark were home from Camp
Custer Sunday.”

finely;” and that Charlie ‘got
his’ in the stomach and leg
in the same time and place.
They were not together and
he did not state if he knew
what Clark’s condition was.”

YOUR AD WILL APPEAR
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The terrible news was
finally revealed in the next
edition of the Lowell Ledger,
on Oct. 31, 1918.

“Fred G. Clark received
a chaplain’s letter from
France yesterday conveying
the sad news of the death
of his son Charlie, meager
information ~ of  whose
wounding sent by a comrade
- wounded at the same time
- reached here only last
week. The chaplain’s letter
and Charlie’s portrait and
obituary will be published in
this paper next week.”

Sure enough, in the Nov.
7, 1918 Lowell Ledger,
there was a photo, a couple
succinct paragraphs about
Clark and the text of a
condolence  letter  from
Thomas G. Mantle, chaplain
of the 11th Infantry.

“When his call came he
was at his post in the advance
as a true American soldier,”
Mantle’s letter said about
Clark. “Not because he was
forced or because he loved
war, but he realized that we
have a bad job that must be
finished. To me it is no small
thing to say that he died like
aman.”

Six weeks after Charlie
was killed, the war ended
when the Armistice was
signed in Redonthes, France
on Nov. 11, 1918. The local
American Legion post was
named for Clark 11 months
later.

“[It] will be known as
Charles W. Clark Post No.
152, in accordance with
the requirements of the
American Legion honoring
the memory of comrades
killed in action,” read an
article in the Oct. 9, 1919
Lowell Ledger. The same
article listed the other
American Legion officers at
the time as Howard Krum
(post commander), Walter J.
Kropf, George Hatch, Oscar
Brezina, Joe Scott, William
Schneider and Roland M.
Shivel.

The  Lowell  Ledger
requested copies of Clark’s
service records from the
US  military  archives,
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PRIVATE CHARLES W. CLARK.
Charles W. Clark, whose death
uversens wos recorded in this paper
last week, was born in  Lowell,
March 30, 1884, and all of his life
bul two vears was spent here prior
to his departure in answer to his
country's call May 2Mh. He went
to France with the 85ith division
andl gave his life for his country
and flag.
He is survived and mourned by his
father Fred A. Clark, two brothers
Will J. and Hobert H., and three
sisters, Mrs. Williard Denick, Mrs.
Mis Potter and Mrs, Myron Rice.
_The chaplain’s letter of nolifica-
tion follows:
CHAPLAIN'S OFFICE ELEVENTH
INFANTRY, A, E. F.
France, Oclober 9, 1918,
Dear Friend:

“*How beautiful on the mountain
are the feel of him that bringeth
glad tidings of good things.” But |
am very sorry lo nol to be classed
as a bearer of good news as | am
wriling this lo lell you of the death
of your son, Charles W. Clark, Com-
pany €, 15th M. G. Battalion,

“Il is given unto man once lo die.”
It cannot mater mwuch where or
when we die but HOW is the really
importanl thing. In this war it is
not for us to question whether it is
right o serve; the Government has

obey the call of duty. Realizing this
condition and feeling that you hud

the worst, | know you cannot hut
respond  with worthy admiration
and pride to know that when his
call eame he was al his post in the
advance as a true American soldier,
not ause he was forced or be-
cause he loved war but he realized
that we have a bad job that must bg
finished. To me it is no small thing
to say that he died like a man.
Yery sincerely amd respectfully

yvours,
Thomas G. Muntle,
Chaplain 11th Infantry.

wednesday ¢ january « 30 « 2019

Clark’s obituary and photo in the Nov. 7, 1918

Lowell Ledger.

but they will most likely
not be available until the
government shutdown
ends. Also, 80 percent of the
Army’s personnel files from
1912 to 1960 were destroyed
in a fire at the National
Personnel Records Center
outside of St. Louis on July
12, 1973.

If any readers have
information, photographs or
ephemera relating to Charles
W. Clark or any other local
veterans with stories to tell,
contact the Lowell Ledger
at 616-897-9261, ledger@
lowellbuyersguide.com  or
on Facebook.



