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by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

There are several large, 
unattractive piles of dirt, 
rocks and other debris 
in the NW corner of 
Oakwood Cemetery. Local 
resident Perry Beachum is 
spearheading an effort to 
put up a fence to hide this 
unsightly mess.

“It’s a necessity of the 
cemetery,” Beachum said. 
“When you’re digging 
graves and bringing up big 
rocks and earth, you need 
someplace for it to go. I 
would like this area to be 
more presentable. I don’t 
consider it a ‘dumping 
ground,’ they just need 
to have a place for that. 
Typically every cemetery 
has something like that. 
My idea is just to enclose 
this area with a privacy 
fence. I’m thinking of white 
plastic panels, that would 
be low-maintenance. The 
cemetery needs a working 
area to be able to function, 

Oakwood Cemetery beautification project

Help Yourself 
Garden is closed

It seems disrespectful to the residents of the cemetery and their survivors to have giant piles of dirt and 
debris directly next to their graves.Oakwood, continued, page 3

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

The Help Yourself Garden at the corner of Main and Grove has 
officially ceased to exist. According to a Sept. 25 letter from Lowell city 
attorney Dick Wendt to Charissa Huang, the attorney for homeowners 
Laura Huth-Rhoades and Tom Rhoades, “The owner and occupant 
of the property, Laura Huth-Rhoades, agreed to remove the sign 
whiteboard on the property on September 20, to remove the farmstand 
on the property no later than October 1 and to no longer operate or 
provide a community garden,” Wendt’s letter said. “In return, I agree, 
on behalf of the city, to withdraw the letter related to the property to 
Ms. Huth-Rhoades from Lowell police chief Steven Bukala dated 
August 30, 2018.”

The Aug. 30 letter from Bukala to Huth-Rhodes referred to by Wendt 
was an “order to abate” giving the homeowners 20 days to close the 
garden.

“The matter pertaining to 906 E. Main is resolved,” said Lowell 
city manager Michael Burns in an email to the Ledger.  “The city has 
nothing further to add at this time.”

Tom Rhoades and Laura Huth-Rhoades declined the opportunity to 
comment but shared that they are considering whether or not to remain 
living in Lowell.

Tom Rhoades and Laura Huth-Rhoades moved to Lowell from 
Champaign/Urbana, IL last year and immediately set about turning the 
grassy area between the sidewalk and the street into a small community 
garden. They planted a long list of vegetables and herbs and let 
anybody who wanted to take it for free. The “Help Yourself Garden” 
became popular quickly. Home gardeners began bringing their excess 
produce by, compounding the food-sharing. A local Girl Scout troop 
built a rustic farmstand to hold any loose produce. Laura and Tom were 
friendly hosts; if they were home they would usually come out and 
share recipes and gardening tips or just shoot the breeze with their new 
neighbors.

Not all of the new neighbors were happy about the garden, however. 
Some of the other residents of Grove St. complained to the police about 
increased foot and vehicle traffic. A couple of them showed up at the 
last two city council meetings to voice their complaints. However, 
the overwhelming majority of the comments about the garden at the 
council meetings were positive.

Lowell Harvest 
Celebration Oct. 13

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Saturday, Oct. 13 is the annual 
Lowell Harvest Celebration with 
special events around town all day 
and into the night.

A few steps up Broadway from 
Larkin’s Restaurant’s chili cook-
off, a benefit for the Rebuild the 
Lowell Showboat committee, you’ll 
find Lowell Light & Power’s open 
house. There you can enjoy cornhole 
games, free hot dogs and chips and 
take a tour of their building. From 11 
am until 1 pm, the Lowell Area Fire 
Department will also have an open 
house with snacks, fire truck rides and 
giveaways. 
From 8 am 
until 11 am 
there will be 
a pancake 
b r e a k f a s t 
at the 
Wittenbach 
W e g e 
C e n t e r . 
They will 
also offer 
tours of the facility and have an 
apple tasting from 9 am until noon.

Kent County Youth Fair’s Autumn 
Marketplace will be at the fairgrounds 
from 11 am until 4 pm. There will 
be live music and vendors selling 
handmade crafts, food and antiques. 
There will also be a bird and small 
animal swap at the fairgrounds from 
6 am until noon, or until the animals 
are gone, whichever happens first.

One of the most popular aspects of 
Harvest Festival is the Harvest Hustle 
5K race.

“The goal of our event is to promote 
an opportunity for families and 
individuals to get outside and enjoy the 
health benefits of movement,” said last 
year’s event organizer Kenda Haines. 
“We work to create an environment that 
is family friendly and we have a variety 
of participants each year, students, 
adults, runners and walkers. The course 
is mostly flat with one hill. We have to 
have a little bit of a challenge in there 
but overall the course is very friendly to 

participants 
of all levels. 
It is stroller 
f r i e n d l y 
also in 
order for 
families to 
participate. 
C a r d i o 
a c t i v i t y 
and fresh 
air are both 

positive aspects of a healthy lifestyle. 
They are both known to be great way 
to alleviate stress and to promote heart 
health. This event is important to me 
because it’s a low-cost opportunity for 
people to be active and we get to highlight 
our beautiful city. It’s an opportunity 
for all fitness levels to participate in an 
event that is fun and without judgment.”

Celebration, continued, page 2
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8 Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults
8 Immediate Emergency Treatment
8 Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening
8 Preventive Care
8 Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired
8 Dentures (Same Day Repair)
8 Implants
8 Insurance Plans Accepted

“Gentle & Painless 
Dentistry Is Our Goal”

Accepting 
New 

Patients

Hours:
Monday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday..........9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday............8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Family Dentistry Since 1994

Judd T. Carroll D.M.D.
103 East Main • Lowell, Michigan

(616) 897-7595
www.juddcarrolldentistry.com I-94 to Exit 104  |  11177 Michigan Avenue  |  Battle Creek, MI 49014

Must be 21 or older. Tickets based on availability. Schedule subject to change. 
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Finally, LowellArts will present a traditional Irish 
music concert by the Grand Rapids group Paddy’s Cure 
from 6 pm until 9 pm with seasonal beverages from New 
Union Brewery and Painted Turtle Hard Cider.

The National Weather Service forecast for Saturday is 
cloudy with a high of 74 and a chance of showers. For 
more information and a complete schedule of events, visit 
lowellharvestcelebration.org.

Celebration, 
continued

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

One of the most fun 
highlights of the Lowell 
Harvest Celebration is 
the “Scarecrow Building 
Hoedown” at the 
fairgrounds, where they 
let you create your own 
scarecrow with clothing, 
straw and other materials. 
This year the booth will 
be run by the Ada Alpaca 
Club and the money raised 
will be used to build an 
alpaca barn at the new 
fairgrounds.

“Ada Alpaca Amigos 
will be volunteering at this 
event,” said club leader 
Natasha Ohlman. “We 
have 12 kids on the team 
and a handful of parents. 
They will be assisting kids 
with the process of making 
scarecrows and collect the 

$5 fee for ‘Build your own 
Scarecrow’. That money 
will go into the alpaca 
department account to go 
towards the alpaca barn 
at the new fairgrounds. 
This is our group’s first 
year doing this, so we are 

Scarecrow Building Hoedown at Harvest Celebration
looking forward to seeing 
the creativeness that 
comes to the table!”

The scarecrows are 
made possible through 
donations from many 
local businesses and 
organizations.

“One of our KCYF 
board members, Bruce 
Doll, is working on 
putting together the stick 
figures that are used for 
the scarecrow’s frame,” 
Ohlman said. “Flat River 
Ministries is donating 
fabric, clothing and yarn 
for hair. Red Barn Market 
is donating yarn as well. 
Lowe’s sells us the furring 
strips at cost. Toby Jones 
donates the straw to 
LowellArts for Fallasburg 
Festival and then it comes 

to the fairgrounds for 
scarecrows.”

Ohlman said that, for 
her, the scarecrow is a 
pleasant reminder of one 
of her all-time favorite 
movies, the 1939 classic 
“Wizard of Oz.” In that 

The Scarecrow Hoedown is always one of the most popular events at the Lowell Harvest Celebration.

•••
Just because people throw 
it  out and don't  have any 

use for i t  doesn't
mean it 's garbage.

~ Andy Warhol  (1928-1987)

movie, Ray Bolger played 
the Scarecrow, who claims 
not to have a brain but 
earns a college diploma 
by the end of the film.

“Scarecrows just go 
with fall. Fall is about 
celebrating the harvest 
and scarecrows have been 
long-time occupants of 
farmers’ fields. Since the 
Scarecrow came to life 
on the big screen in ‘The 
Wizard of Oz,’ I’m sure 
their popularity has grown. 
It went from being this 

kind of creepy thing in a 
field to something human-
like with feelings, a sweet, 
caring personality and [he 
was] funny, which made it 
relatable. It’s kind of hard 
to not love the underdog. It 
pulls at your heartstrings. 
Of course, this is just my 
opinion. This is one of 
those movies I grew up 
watching around this time 
every year, as I’m sure 
so many others have as 
well.”
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O A K W O O D  C E M E N TA RY F E N C E  D O N AT I O N S
Donor Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Donor Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of ______________________________________________________________________________ 

$100 per section

Other,  Amount _________

Please make checks payable to City of Lowell Oakwood Fence

Mail checks to:

PERRY BEACHUM
924 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
LOWELL, MI 49331

There are several large, unattractive piles of dirt, 
rocks and other debris in the northwest corner of 
Oakwood Cemetery. It's all out in the open, and 
only a few feet away from the headstones. Perry 
Beachum is spearheading an effort to put up a 
fence to hide the unsightly mess. This project is 
estimated to cost between $4,000 and $6,000. 
The suggested donation is $100, but any amount 
will be accepted. The timeline depends on the 
weather and how quickly they're able to raise the 
money, but the goal is to have a fence in place 
before next Memorial Day.

but it doesn’t have to be so 
evident.”

The piles of dirt and 
debris are out in the open 
only a few feet away from 
the headstones.

“For a lot of people 
it’s ‘out of sight, out of 
mind,’ Becahum said. “If 
your relatives are on the 
south side of the cemetery, 
you probably never even 
noticed it. That’s why I’m 
taking on this project. My 
father resides here, one 
set of my grandparents 
reside here and so do a lot 
of my parents’ friends and 
people that I know. It’s not 
a necessity, I just think 
it’s something we can do. 
That’s the way I viewed it 
with the city. The city has 
more important issues that 
they need to deal with. As 
a private citizen, this is 
something that I decided 
to see if it would go 
anywhere, if it would gain 
any kind of momentum. I 
met with the city council 
and they said it sounds 
great and to move forward 
with it.”

The timeline for 
completion of the 
Oakwood Cemetery fence 
project depends on the 
weather and how quickly 

they’re able to raise the 
money, but the goal is 
to have a fence in place 
before next Memorial Day.

“As we get older, we’re 
not as patient,” Beachum 
said. “Depending on 
the weather, I certainly 
would like to be able 
to accomplish this in 
early November. If not, 
definitely in the spring. 
By next Memorial Day we 
would like to be able to 
have this all enclosed and 
be aesthetically pleasing. 
With volunteers from 
throughout the community 
we’re going to take a 
weekend or two and erect 
it.”

The project is estimated 
to cost between $4,000 
and $6,000. The suggested 
donation is $100, but any 
amount will be accepted.

“What I’m asking for 
is for people to donate to 
buy a section of fence,” 
Beachum said. “We 
estimate the total cost to 
be between $4,000 and 
$6,000, depending on how 
big an area we do. We’ve 
approximated the cost of 
each section with a post, 
fencing, concrete and other 
materials at approximately 
$100. If somebody in the 

community has somebody 
here and feels the way I do, 
they may want to donate to 
that, and there might be 
companies, there might 
be other people who are 
capable of donating even 
more. To donate, send in 
the form in the Ledger, 
write the check to the 
‘City of Lowell, Oakwood 
Fence,’ and mail it to my 
address, 924 Riverside Dr. 
It’s important for the check 
to be made out to the city of 
Lowell. The account will 
be kept at the city. Having 
it come to my house just 
makes it easier for me to 
keep track of where we 
are, figure out the logistics 
and move forward. That 
way your check to the 
city doesn’t get lost in the 
shuffle or whatever the 
case may be. We’re going 
to make it happen. I’ve had 
casual conversations with 
people who said to count 
them in, they’d be glad to 
help or donate. Our goal 
is to find between 40 and 
60 people who feel that it’s 
important and will donate 
$100. Then it’ll happen.”

The mess in Oakwood Cemetery is even visible from outer space (upper left corner)

Oakwood Cemetery, continued

Seller reaches buyer.

Buyer reaches seller.

IN
 TH

E CLASSIFIEDS!

Place your ad by:
Phone: 

897-9261
In person:

105 N. Broadway
email: 

classifieds@
lowellbuyersguide.com
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business 
directory

HERE
CALL

897-9261 
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g

• Specializing in 

Chimney Flashings

• Repairs

• VHA, VA & 

HUD Inspections

• Fully Insured

Second Generation,
old FaShioned Quality,

over 35 yearS experience!
Financing available

For a free estimate call 
616-890-4733

crisner2@gmail.com

CLAYTON RISNER
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

STATE LICENSE
#2103217233

Residential &
Commercial

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

For the last 17 years, 
Larkin’s Restaurant has taken 
over N. Broadway during 
the Harvest Celebration 
to put on their “Chili 
Madness” chili cook-off. 
The event always benefits 
a local charity. This year, 
once again they’re donating 
the proceeds to the Rebuild 
the Lowell Showboat 
Committee. This is a “rain or 
shine” event; last year it was 
rain so participation was way 
down but they still managed 
to donate a couple thousand 
dollars to the Showboat 
committee.

“Last year we had 19 
teams and it rained all day,” 
said restaurant owner Mike 
Larkin. “If you’re a good 
chili maker, you’ll come no 
matter what. We raised about 
$2,200, which is low for 
us. We chose the Showboat 
again because of that. People 
think the Showboat has a lot 
of money, but there’s a lot 
of upkeep to pay for once 
it’s finally finished. They’re 
going to need some back-up 
for their ongoing costs like 
repainting and fixing things.”

There will be live music 
from 1 pm until 5 pm.

“The band is the 
Leprechauns, an authentic 
Irish band from around the 
area,” Larkin said.

Team sign-ups are still 
open and will remain so 
until Monday, Oct. 8. They 
expect about 20 teams to 
participate, possibly more. 
Each team will make about 
five gallons of chili. Cooking 
starts at 11 am and tasting 
begins at 3 pm. 

“Depending on how many 
people are here, the chili 
could run out pretty quick,” 
Larkin said.

For more information or 
to sign up to participate, visit 
thelarkinsrestaurant.com or 
call 616-897-5977.

“It’s very crowded,” 
Larkin said. “We work 
hard, but sometimes you 
might have to wait a couple 
minutes to get a drink!”

“Chili Madness” charity 
cook-off at Larkin’s

Chili Madness is coming to N. Broadway on 
Saturday, Oct. 13.

•••
Considering how dangerous 

everything is,  nothing is 
really very fr ightening.

~ Gertrude Stein
 (1874-1946)
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outdoors
Dave Stegehuis the long season

viewpoint

Looking Back, 
continued, page 6

We love to hear from you!
The Lowell Ledger welcomes letters to the editor 

from readers, but there are a few conditions that must 
be met before they will be published.

The requirements are:
• All letters must be signed by the writer, with 

address and phone number provided for verification. 
All that will be printed is the writer’s name and 
community of residence. We do not publish anonymous 
letters, and names will be withheld at the editor’s 
discretion for compelling reasons only.

• Letters that contain statements that are libelous 
or slanderous will not be published.

• All letters are subject to editing for style, 
grammar and sense.

• Letters that serve as testimonials for or criticisms 
of businesses will not be accepted.

• Letters serving the function of “cards of thanks” 
will not be accepted unless there is a compelling public 
interest, which will be determined by the editor.

• Letters that include attacks of a personal nature 
will not be published or will be edited heavily.

• “Crossfire” letters between the same two people 
on one issue will be limited to one for each writer.

• In an effort to keep opinions varied, there is a 
limit of one letter per person per month.

• We prefer letters to be printed legibly or typed, 
double-spaced.

Hunting seasons for the 
majority of game birds and 
animals occurs during the 
fall of the year. Wildlife has 
had the opportunity to raise 
their young and are in top 
condition before facing the 
rigors of a long cold winter.

Deer hunters look 
forward to opening day as 
if it were a holiday. Upland 
game hunters and their dogs 
have been waiting all year 
for a chance to experience 

the sights and smells of 
the fall north woods—the 
sudden whirl of beating 
wings never gets old. Others 
long to hear the sounds of 
bellowing beagles on the 
trail of a cottontail in an 
abandoned orchard or jack 
rabbit in a cedar swamp.

There is plenty going 
on behind the scenes in 
the hunting community. 
Bagging game is only a part 
of the overall experience.  

Preparation begins weeks or 
months before the season. 
That is why hunting is more 
than an activity but a life 
style for many people. 

Deer hunters especially 
spend time scouting 
potential hunting areas and 
just as important reading the 
signs left by the presence 
of deer. Landowners and 
lessees plant food plots 
to draw deer to the area as 
well as enhancing natural 
habitat to accommodate the 
animals.

For hunters who hunt 
with dogs, the hunt is all 
about the dog. Upland 

hunters spend hours training 
their dogs to locate and 
retrieve game. I have owned 
beagles for over fifty years 
and listening to a hound 
baying on a track is the best 
part of the hunt. Bear dogs 
provide the same excitement 
and joy to their owners. 
Dogs do require a long term 
commitment.  

Many hunts demand a 
high level of physical effort, 
so keeping fit is important. 
Archery hunters have the 
responsibility to maintain 
the skills to make a clean 
kill if the opportunity arises. 
This involves hand, eye, 

and muscle coordination 
developed through hours of 
practice.

Hunters rely on an 
assortment of equipment 
while in the field. 
Technology, which affects 
our everyday lives, has 
also found its way into 
aspen thickets and duck 
blinds. Basics like boots 
and firearms are not your 
grandpa’s gear. Acquiring 
and maintaining this 
equipment takes time and 
effort.

For hunters who 
bring wild game home, 
transporting, processing, 

and cooking high protein, 
chemical free, wild game 
creates another set of tasks. 
Hunters are reminded 
to check the website for 
Michigan Sportsmen 
Against Hunger to get 
details on sharing venison 
with others.

Hunting is much 
more than the kill.  Year 
around involvement 
provides experiences 
which contribute to a more 
balanced life style. We need 
to protect our wildlife and 
the places they live to insure 
we and our children can 
continue the tradition. 

125 years ago
Lowell Ledger

October 7, 1893
This issue of the Ledger has been delayed in order 

to give the fair as full a write up as possible. But bad 
weather has spoiled the fair and all our calculations. 
What might have been all through the fair may be seen 
by what was written on Thursday. On that day there 
were 4,000 people on the ground and about 14,00 
entries had been made.

John Bryne, a young farmer of Grattan, was held up 
by masked men a half mile from his home Thursday 
night and nearly beaten to death. He was returning 
home about 9 o’clock and while driving through a clump 
of woods the men jumped out. Rumor ways that Mr. 
Bryne was simply drunk and fell from his wagon and 
received some injuries and that no robbery or assault 
was committed. 

Quite a flurry of excitement was created Wednesday 
morning by the clanging of the fire bell, and the fire 
department was quickly on its way to the Lowell cutter 
factory where a blaze had started in the blow-pipes. It 
was smothered out with little or no damage except by 
water to the extent of from $50 to $100.

100 years
The Lowell Ledger

October 3, 1918
Lowell township volunteered nearly twice its quota 

on the first two days of the Fourth Liberty Loan drive, 
buying $82,800 worth of bonds Saturday and Monday 
without solicitation of any sort, when the amount 
apportioned the township was $42,500.

It still seems hard for some people to understand 
or comprehend that gasless Sundays are to their own 
best interests.

A slight accident occurred on Main street Saturday 
afternoon when the car driven by Doris Coles and 
a horse and buggy driven by Margaret Haskin of 
Saranac came together. Neither party was to blame. 
Miss Haskins could not control the horse and Miss 
Coles could not stop the car. One wheel was torn off 
the buggy.

Some of our advertisers are getting negligent 
about getting copy in early. This week nine came in 
Wednesday, six for The Ledger and three for The Solo; 
and several of them were large ones, requiring much 
time. Please be kind to the printer and get your copy in 
early, early.

75 years
The Lowell Ledger

October 7, 1943
Kent county rural school children are asked to join in 

gathering milkweed flom for use in making life jackets 
for service men.

Among the callers to the Ledger office on Tuesday 
was David W. Krider of Lowell, who has four sons and 
two grandsons serving in the present war. Mr. Krider 
himself served in the Spanish War, the Philippine 
insurrection and in WWI, and today carries five pieces 
of shell and two bullets in his body, having received a 
total of 26 wounds in all. He is 68 years old and has 
offered his services in this present conflict but they 
won’t take him, in spite of the fact that he is still keen of 
eye and hard as nails.

The football fortunes of Lowell’s red-clad warriors 
took an upward swing when they defeated Greenville 
20 to 6 on the latter’s field last Friday evening.

Rationing facts at a glance. No. 8 stamps in the new 
‘A’ book good to Nov. 21. ‘B’ and ‘C’ stamps which bear 
the words “mileage ration” good for 2 gallons until used.

Alto is getting a brand new building in a new storage, 
50 by 66 feet, being built by Bergy Brothers. the roof 
of this building is constructed of laminated rafters, half 
round in shape. Bergy’s plan some day to raise it 6 or 8 
feet and have storage underneath.

Mr. and Mrs. John Hoover of Lowell, may well be 
proud of their contribution to their country’s war effort. 
To give five sons is a privilege that falls to but few 
families, but there are five of the Hoover boys now in 
uniform.

50 years
The Lowell Ledger

October 3, 1968
The tax rate for Lowell Area Schools ranks 14th 

among 19 districts in the Kent Intermediate District, 
according to figures made public this week. A total of 
24.6 mills are levied against property in the district, of 
which 17.1 are for operating and 7.5 for debt retirement.

Plans for a city-owned cemetery in Vergennes 

Township suffered an apparent setback Monday night. 
While no decision was giving by the township’s three-
man Zoning Board of Appeals, it appeared the panel 
would follow the wishes of residents in spurning the 
request by the City of Lowell that sought to have a 39-
acre tract rezoned to permit eventual development of 
the cemetery site.

Members of the Kent County Civil Defense Unit last 
week stocked three area fallout shelters with provisions 
enough to care for a total of 540 persons. The shelters, 
located in the King Milling Company and the Junior 
High School in Lowell and the new elementary school 
in Ada, were provisioned with sufficient biscuits and 
carbohydrate supplement, water drums, sanitation, 
medical and radiation kits to last for a two-week period.

An employee of the Premier Casket Company of 
Lima, OH, Robert Bishop, was delivering caskets in 
the Grand Rapids area and had received order from 
his company to drop two coffins off at Sheets Funeral 
Home in Lowell. The only problem: there is no such 
funeral home in Lowell, Michigan. The caskets should 
have been delivered to Lowell, Indiana.
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churchesarea

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

CHRIST-CENTERED, KINGDOM-FOCUSED HOMES
2275 West Main Street - (Barrier Free)

897-7168 • www.fbclowell.org
Pastor Jon Pickens • Lead Pastor

Pastor Andrew Bolkcom • Pastor of Discipleship
Christi Swain • Director of Children's Ministries

SUNDAY  WORSHIP ....9:30 am (Nursery provided)
LIFE GROUPS ................11:00 am (Nursery-Adult)
Awana (K-5 during school year) Wednesday, 6:15 pm

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH, UCC

865 Lincoln Lake SE • 616.897.5906
Pastor Jon Propper

Worship Service - Sundays 10 am
Lowell's Open Table - Thursdays 5 - 7 pm
Serving meals and providing fellowship

to the greater Lowell community

LOWELL UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

discover. grow. share
621 E. Main Street

897-5938
www.lowellumc.com • Barrier Free Entrance

WORSHIP 
9 am - Traditional • 11 am - Contemporary

Kid's Crew 11:15 am
Sr. Pastor - Brad Brillhart

OPEN AND AFFIRMING
www.lowellucc.org

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street

                           897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

 Barrier-free entrance
SUNDAY WORSHIP...........................................9:30
Sunday School.................................................9:30
YOUTH GROUPS  (JR. & SR. HIGH)....................6:00 PM

Worship on the Riverwalk begins July 12 
Pastor Brad Brillhart

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

103 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service ............ Sunday - 10:30 AM
Sunday School ................................. 9:15 AM

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street

                           897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

 Barrier-free entrance
SUNDAY WORSHIP...........................................9:30
Sunday School.................................................9:30
YOUTH GROUPS  (JR. & SR. HIGH)....................6:00 PM

Worship on the Riverwalk begins July 12 
Pastor Brad Brillhart

CALVARY CHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Rev. Dr. Paul Mpindi PHD
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship .....................10:00 AM
Sunday School ........................ 11:20 AM
Evening Worship .......................6:00 PM

Nursery available at both services
Barrier-Free

happy
      birthdayHEALTH

With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 
Jim Lang,

Wayne A. Christenson III, 
John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

   - hepatitis B

St. Mary Catholic 
Church

402 Amity Street • 616-897-9820
Website: www.stmarylowell.com

Weekend Masses: Sat 5 pm; Sun 10:30 am
Confession: Saturdays 3-4:30 pm 

Prayer & Adoration: Wednesdays 8 am to 7 pm
Religious education foR childRen to adults

BOWNE TOWNSHIP
THE PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST OF THE 

ELECTION TABULATOR EQUIPMENT 
WILL BE HELD ON

MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2018 
ACCURACY TEST AT 2:00 P.M.

PUBLIC TEST AT 5:00 P.M.
HISTORIC HALL

8240 ALDEN NASH AVENUE SE
ALTO, MICHIGAN 49302

Sandra L. Kowalczyk
Clerk

Call Tim Jensen for an Interview today:  
1-800-772-1734

NOW HIRING CLASS-A CDL
Growth Opportunities - Hiring by Oct 23!

Full-time, for food grade Liquid/dry bulk  
for regional runs • Excellent pay  

• 100% paid benefits • Steady Work 
• Clean Background check • Passport 

required • Living within 50 miles  
of Hwy 94 & Hwy 196
APPLY NOW!

www.jensentransport.com

EOE

Hepatitis B is an 
infection of the liver caused 
by the hepatitis B virus. 
It can become a chronic 
infection which can cause 
liver scarring (cirrhosis), 
liver failure, or liver cancer. 
It can result in the need for 
a liver transplant.

 Symptoms can appear 
one to four months after 
infection and include: 
abdominal pain, jaundice 
(yellowing of skin and 
eyes), dark urine, joint 
pain, nausea and vomiting, 

weakness and fatigue.
Hepatitis B spreads 

through contact with 
infected blood or other 
bodily fluids.

The diagnosis of 
Hepatitis B is made through 
blood test or a liver biopsy.

Prevention is through a 
series of three vaccinations.

Treatment for chronic 
hepatitis B is lifelong or 
requires a liver transplant.

•••
Health is l ike money, 
we never have a true 
idea of i ts value unti l 

we lose it .
  ~Josh Bil l ings

OCTOBER 3
Mike Moore, Jim 

Stoutjesdyk, Sr., Lori Smith.

OCTOBER 4
Marj Harding, 

Raymond Kastanek, Cody 
Chambers, Rich Wade, 
Dennis Denton, Jr., Morgan 
Ford, Theresa Baerwalde, 
Joe Kovacs.

OCTOBER 5
Bradley Kiczenski, 

Allen Reynolds, Zachary 
Willard.

OCTOBER 6
Steven J. Ayres, Randy 

Tulecki, Emma Jo Clouser, 
Bridget Lally, Ethan Foster.

OCTOBER 7
Fred Ray, Jennifer 

Idema.

OCTOBER 8
Maxwell Stormzand, 

Jeremy Darby, Abigail 
Kastanek, Kelsay Myers, 
Chris Borton, Andrew Abel.

OCTOBER 9
Jerrid Uzarski, 

Cameron Kiczenski, 
Ralph Clouser, Patricia 
Andelkovic. 

25 years
The Lowell Ledger

October 6, 1993
In a unanimous decision the Lowell Township 

Board has given Township Supervisor John Timpson 
the right to condemn a portion of the Dick Cooper 
property, if necessary. The Cooper property, located on 
Alden Nash and Foreman Rd., has been under much 
discussion, because the township would like to run a 
new sewer line for the high school across this property.

Ed and Barbara Mueller gave their grandson, 
Brandon, a 150 pound Connecticut pumpkin. The 
pumpkin was grown in the Mueller garden.

The Western Michigan Radio Flyers Association 
flies model airplanes on property owned by Robert 
VanStrien on Grand River Dr. Their fun seems to be 
rubbing neighbors the wrong way, prompting three of 
them to appear at a township meeting to ask them to 
stop the noise coming from the property.

Starting Feb. 1, 1994 Lowell will become the first 
city in Kent County to provide curb side recycling. 

As of midnight on Tuesday, Oct. 5, Lowell Cable 
residents watched at Channel 3 faded to black. It will 
remain black until an agreement is reached between 
Lowell Cable and TV-3.

Concerns regarding location, a beacon light and 
concealment of an 80-foot communications tower 
adjacent to the reservoir on Shepard Dr. were laid 
to rest and thus, provided impetus for approval of an 
agreement between the City of Lowell and RAM/BSE 
Paging Company. The 10-year agreement states that 
RAM is solely responsible for the maintenance of the 
new tower, at no charge to the city.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLICATION OF 

NOTICE OF HEARING
STATE OF MICHIGAN
The Probate Court for 

the County of Kent

In the matter of 
DARWIN DRAKE

Guardianship File No. 
18-204,123-GA

Conservatorship File 
No. 18-204,124-CA

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS including 
his son, Kevin 
Morton; daughter, 
Sherry Morton; and 
children unknown,  
whose address(es) 
is/are unknown and 
whose interest in the 
matter may be barred 
or affected by the 
following: 
TAKE NOTICE: A 
hearing will be held 
on October 30, 2018, 

at 9:00 A.M. at Kent 
Co. Probate Court, 
180 Ottawa NW, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49503 
before Judge David M. 
Murkowski (P35026) for 
the following purpose: 
Appointment of 
a Guardian and 
Appointment of a 
Conservator.

Dated: October 1, 2018 

Adult Protective 
Services, DHHS, 
Petitioner
121 Franklin St. NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49507
(616) 401-5242

VAN ESSEN AND 
ASSOCIATES PLLC
Attys. for Petitioner 

by Amanda Van Essen 
Wirth (P75001)
3425 Kelly St.

Hudsonville, MI 49426
Phone (616) 633-0196

Looking Back, 
continued
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Kristin Johnson & Mark Johnson
6151 28th St. SE, Ste. 10, Grand Rapids

(616) 940-8181
MarkJohnsonAgency.com

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Lowell city council 
had their latest regular 
meeting at city hall on 
Monday, Oct. 1. Twelve 
people attended the 45 
minute meeting, none 
spoke during public 
comment.

A delegation from 
the Kent District 
Library delivered the 
organization’s 2017 
report to the board. KDL 
board trustee Caitie 
Oliver, director of branch 
operations Lindsey 
Dorfman and Englehardt 
branch manager 
Heather Wood-Gramza 
highlighted many of the 
events and services that 
took place in the library 
system as a whole and at 
the Englehardt Branch in 
Lowell.

City council approves new wayfinding signage
“We’ve increased the 

amount of WiFi hotspots 
that we’re checking out 
now,” Wood-Gramza said. 
“We have 36 hotspots at 
this location. They are 
utilized really well. We 
had a wait list of about 
six months before the 
increase. That’s how 
much demand there is.”

The council voted 
to spend $19,770 of a 
$53,500 grant from the 
Lowell Area Community 
Fund on 12 wayfinding 
signs. The remainder of 
the grant will be returned 
to the fund. The work 
will be completed by 
Universal Sign Systems, 
a Grand Rapids company.

“In October 2012 
the city was awarded a 
grant in the amount of 

An example of one of the 12 new wayfinding 
signs that are going to be placed around town.

City manager Michael Burns (right) explaining Proposal 1 to 
the council.

Englehardt Library branch manager Heather 
Wood-Gramza updated the council about the 
activities at the library.

$53,500 from the Lowell 
Area Community 
Fund to develop a 
consistent directional 
and wayfinding signage 
plan that incorporates 
the city’s logo,” said city 
manager Michael Burns. 
“Wayfinding signage 
has the added benefit 
of creating a cohesive 
signage plan, community 
branding elements and 
will eliminate sign 
clutter in the downtown 
area. Approximately one 
year ago, city council 
approved hiring Williams 
& Works to facilitate 
the development 
of the wayfinding 
signage standards and 
specifications and an 
ad hoc committee was 
formed to guide the 
process. With Williams 
& Works’ assistance, 
the committee selected a 
design that incorporated 
MDOT standards and 
approved 12 placement 
locations throughout the 
city.”

Burns gave an 
i n f o r m a t i o n a l 
P o w e r P o i n t 
presentation about 
the Proposal 1 on the 
Nov. 6 ballot. If it 
passes, Proposal 1 will 
legalize recreational 
marijuana use in the 
state.

This city council 
meeting and many 
of their previous 
meetings are archived 
on the city’s YouTube 
channel.

The council’s next 
meeting will be at 
city hall on Monday, 
Oct. 15 at 7 pm. They 
will be available to 
converse with their 
constituents at a 

‘Coffee with Council’ 
event at the Lowell Area 
Chamber of Commerce on 
the Riverwalk from 8 am 
until 10 am on Saturday, 
Oct. 6.

105 N. Broadway
897-9555

Is it time to clean 
out the garage?

We can help with that! 
Place an ad in the Buyer’s Guide 

& News to sell your stuff!
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Buy
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

OctOber 5-7, 2018
GET 

CAUGHT
BLUE 

HANDED!Nearby®

Shop 
  Local!

You'll find all sorts of Lowell gear at Fans in the 
Stands

New Union Brewery co-owner Tyler Velting

Celebrated each October 
since 2013, the Buy Nearby 
campaign is the Michigan 
Retailers Association’s local 
shopping initiative. The goal 
is to educate consumers on 
the importance of keeping 
their shopping dollars in 
Michigan, specifically in 
their local towns.

In addition to promoting 
the value of shopping at 
Michigan retail businesses, 
the Buy Nearby campaign is 
designed to be an economic 
driver for the state. In 2017, 
Michiganders sent $18.5 
billion out of state. That’s 
money that could have made 
a big difference in creating 
jobs and other benefits for 

communities in the state. 
There are 116,000 retail 
stores in Michigan, with 
about 877,000 workers who 
are paid $21.6 billion in 
wages each year. If Michigan 
consumers switched just one 
in 10 of their purchases from 
out-of-state merchants to 
Michigan businesses, our 
state would gain more than 
$1.2 billion in increased 
economic activity and 
10,600 new jobs. Wages 
would increase by more than 
$350 million.

“Shopping local will 
boost the local economy by 
providing jobs and recycling 
a larger share of their revenue 
back into the economy,” said 

Liz Baker, executive director 
of the Lowell Area Chamber 
of Commerce. “This in 
turn enriches the whole 
community. Shopping local 
preserves our one-of-a-kind 
businesses and encourages 
product diversity. It fuels 
entrepreneurship and 
creativity. Shop local, spend 
local, eat local and enjoy 
local!”

Here in Lowell there 
are dozens of independent 
businesses, retailers and 
restaurants. The owners are 
friendly, local people whose 
lives depend on the success 
of their business. On the 
surface, it might seem more 
convenient or cost-effective 
to head out to some big store, 
but this doesn’t take into 
account the myriad other 
benefits local businesses 
bring to the community. 
A locally-owned business 
has the ability to tailor their 
goods and services to what 
the local community wants 
and needs. They create 
jobs, they add money to the 
local economy, and you’re 
statistically more likely 
to be satisfied by a local 
shopping experience. Plus, 
not only do Lowell stores 
have most of the same stuff 
you can get at the mall, they 
also have better, interesting, 
more unique options, and 
shopping locally directly 
benefits local residents.

“It keeps money in the 
community,” said Bernard’s 
Ace Hardware owner 
Matthew Bernard. “There 
are a lot of choices in the 
marketplace nowadays. 
Our prices are on par with 
Lowe’s and Home Depot 
and the other places like that. 
You don’t get the service in 
those places as you get in a 
small business. You can get 
in and get out without having 
to walk five miles trying to 
find somebody that will help 
you.”

“Lowell is a great place 
to do business because this 
is where I live and this is 
where my people are,” said 
Jultara Salon owner Julie 
Heimer. “Keeping your 
shopping local supports our 
local community, first of all. 
It keeps all of us in business. 
It keeps that money here in 
our small, little town. We’d 
be a ghost town if we didn’t 
have people supporting each 
other. We all just support 
each other and make it 
work.”

Earlier this year April 
McClure and her sister Misty 
McClure-Anderson took 
over the clothing store at 
207 E. Main and rebranded 
it as Fans in the Stands. 
McClure previously owned 
her own salon and has also 
worked for Station Salon and 

Springrove Variety, so she 
knows a thing or two about 
“buying nearby.”

“It’s important, because 
by shopping locally 
you’re giving back to your 
community and keeping the 
local people in business,” 
McClure said. “It keeps 
money in this community, so 
Lowell is going to thrive and 
bring even more people to 
town. All of the events that 
we have bring tons of people 
here. They might not know 
much about Lowell, then 
they come here and shop, 
spend their money here, and 
could recommend Lowell to 
their friends.”

McClure said she eschews 
chain stores and the city, 
instead she chooses to shop 
either in Lowell or other area 
small towns.

“I can’t tell you the 
last time I went to Grand 
Rapids,” McClure said. “I’d 
rather go to a small town 
and see what they have. 
They’re going to have more 
unique stuff. I sell all the 
Lowell gear, which you’re 
probably not going to find 
that in Grand Rapids. Small 
towns have more boutiques 
and stuff like that. They’re 
not going to have the same 
cookie cutter stuff that 
they have at the malls. For 
example, I also like going to 
Rockford’s downtown.”

When local citizens 
spend their money locally, 
that money remains in 
the local economy rather 
than enriching some far 
away corporation. Not 
only that, but unlike most 
huge corporations, local 
businesses give back to the 

community and participate 
in community events. 
Among the organizations 
local businesses support 
financially or through 
volunteering goods, services 
and labor are Flat River 
Outreach Ministries, Lowell 
Rotary, Pink Arrow Pride, 
Lowell Music Boosters, the 
Downtown Development 
Authority, the Lowell High 
School sports teams, Kent 
County Youth Fair and many 
others.

“We have a lot of 
community involvement,” 
Heimer said. “It’s important 

to give back to the people 
who give to us. We are 
constantly collecting things 
for Flat River Outreach 
Ministries and Pink Arrow 
Pride, and we are part of the 
Lowell Area Chamber of 
Commerce and participate in 
their activities.”

Like many business 
owners, the New Union 
crew makes a point of 
becoming involved in a lot 
of community events and 
charities.

“We get involved in the 
community quite a bit,” co-
owner Tyler Velting said. 
“When we started out, I 
didn’t know there would 
be as much of that as there 
is. We try to stay connected 
with the Lowell Area 
Chamber of Commerce, we 

try to do events that other 
local business are trying to 
put on, we do a couple yoga 
events, we’ve done some 
events with Tap House Bo, 
we’ve done some stuff with 
the Kent County Youth Fair, 
Pink Arrow Pride and many, 
many, many charity events 
and sponsorships. The list 

of these is very long. We try 
to donate to as many as we 
can. It’s hard to pick, to be 
honest. We just try to spread 
the wealth.”

D’Agostino Construction 
owner Lou D’Agostino 
suggested that Lowell 
businesses should participate 
in community events as often 
as they can.

“Lowell is a unique 
community, a nice 
community, and we have to 
build around that, we have 
to offer unique things,” 
D’Agostino said. “If you 
look, Lowell offers a lot for 

the little community it is, in 
my opinion. The Chamber of 
Commerce does a heck of a 
job and the merchants do too. 
I try to promote the Lowell 
area. More participation will 
benefit the community.” 

“Local businesses do so 
much for the community,” 
Bernard said. “We participate 
in charity events, we make 
donations to all sorts of 
endeavors, we support many 
local charities and school 
activities. The money that 
you put back into those 
local businesses ends up 
feeding the community and 
providing lots of benefit and 
goodwill.”

“The best part about 
buying local is you’re 
helping your community,” 
said Ronda Auto Centers 

owner Dan Ronda. “All 
the money and dollars stay 
here, you’re not shipping 
it to Detroit or California 
or Akron or wherever. Plus 
all four of our employees 
are local, so you’re also 
feeding the economy here 
that way. We also support 
the Kids Food Basket with 

a special promotion, the 
Lowell equestrian team, 
the Moose Lodge, Relay 
for Life and more.”

Ability Weavers owners 
Beryl and Eric Bartkus 
said that Lowell has been 
incredibly supportive to 
them, and they are very 
glad they opened their 
business here.

“It has been great,” 
Beryl Bartkus said. “The 
community has been really 
supportive. Because we 

are an integrated work site 
for adults who have autism 
and other developmental 
disabilities, we bring in a lot 
of people from elsewhere 
that have an interest in what 
we do. Lowell has been 
really supportive of that and 
shown a lot of interest in 
what we do.”

Arctic Heating & Cooling 
owners Evert and Catharina 
Bek are originally from 
the Netherlands. They 
fell in love with Lowell 
immediately upon moving 
to West Michigan in the 70s. 
Today they donate time and 
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Friday, Saturday & Sunday

OctOber 5-7, 2018
GET 

CAUGHT
BLUE 

HANDED!Nearby®

Shop 
  Local!

Lou D’Agostino, owner of D’Agostino 
Construction

Mindy Free owns Village Floral West in Lowell

money to various groups and 
activities around town.

“When we came over from 
the Netherlands in 1977, 
Lowell looked like a fun 
community, and it still is,” 
Evert Bek said. “Property 
rates were cheaper than in 
Grand Rapids, and we were 
on a limited budget. We 
wanted to live out in the 
country, so we built a house 
here in Lowell.”

“We are heavily involved 
with the Lowell Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the local baseball team, 
helping Flat River Outreach 
Ministries with people 
in need, we’re Rotary 
members and we donate 
time and equipment to needy 
customers,” Catharina Bek 
said.

Based in Alto, D’Agostino 
Construction has been one 
of the Lowell area’s most 
trusted contractors for 
over 30 years. Owner 
Lou D’Agostino has 
also served the local 
community in many 
capacities over the years, 
including time on city 
boards and commissions. 
He is currently the chair 
of the Rebuild the Lowell 
Showboat committee. 
He said it’s important to 
support Lowell’s Main 
Street businesses because 
of the unique challenges 
they must face.

“I think it’s very important 
to shop locally and 
support your community,” 
D’Agostino said. “The 
majority of our business 
district is on Main Street, 
which is M-21. Because it’s 
also M-21, the big highway, 
it’s hard for businesses to 
survive on Main Street in 
Lowell. Other communities 
of the same size you’d 
compare Lowell to, they 
don’t have a main state 
highway going through 
them. Lowell does, and 
that’s a struggle. The city 

has changed the parking 
a couple times on Main 
Street to overcome some of 
those obstacles and make 
it easier for the patrons to 
shop and the business people 
to survive. The American 
people like parking close. At 
a big box store, you can park 
close. People don’t want to 
park a block away. I think 
the merchants realize that. 
They just haven’t solved the 
problem yet. In a nutshell, if 

the parking was better, the 
merchants would prosper. 
Nobody has to hear that 
because it’s pretty obvious. 
It’s a difficult situation for 
merchants, in my eyes. To 
buy a piece of property and 
build another parking lot, that 
could be very expensive.”

Since they opened nearly 
two years ago, the bar is 
almost always packed at 
New Union Brewery, 400 W. 
Main. Owner Tyler Velting 
said they use as many 
locally-sourced ingredients 
as possible in the beer they 
brew on site.

“We try to source a good 
number of our ingredients 
for our beer locally as much 
as we can,” Velting said. “It’s 
just part of the culture. A lot 
of our customers are local, so 
we try to reciprocate and use 
local products. It definitely 

has an economic effect on 
the local community. If we 
use local ingredients, we 
get those same people to 
shop at our place. We can’t 
get everything locally, but if 
there are some ingredients 
or products that we can use 
locally, we try to. Sometimes 
it can be more expensive, 
but as long as the quality is 
high, we try to make a little 
sacrifice for price. That’s 
not always a bad thing. 
We simply price things 
according to what it costs 
us.”

The US Small Business 
Association has estimated 
that 30 percent of new 
businesses fail during their 
first two years of operation, 
50 percent during their first 
five years and 66 percent 
during their first ten years. 
As Lowell continues to 
grow, more companies will 
probably open up in town 
despite the risks involved. 

“I would for sure 
recommend opening a 
business here,” said Lennon 
& Willow Boutique owner 
Tenneile Petersen. “It’s risky 
to start a new business, but 
you’ve got to have faith. 
It’s been super fun for me. 
It’s been exciting to watch 
the business grow. It’s 
going really well. Lowell 
is growing. There is a lot 
coming to town and I can see 

it growing as the months go 
on.”

Many owners said that 
shopping at an independent, 
local retailer is more 
fun than going to some 
antiseptic chain store, plus 
you’ll most likely get better, 
more personalized customer 
service.

“You walk into my store 
and you’re going to hear 
retro music, you’re going to 
smell a candle, you’re going 
to interact with people on 
a one-to-one basis and I’m 
going to teach you about the 
history of things,” said North 
Star Antiques owner Tonia 
North. “You get information 
about the products you’re 
buying. That’s true here or if 
you walk into some place like 
Bernard’s Ace Hardware. 
They’re going to hand you 
the item and tell you how 

you can use it. When you 
buy online you’re paying 
for shipping, too. Whether 
it says ‘free shipping’ or not, 
you’re factoring that into the 
cost of it. You have to. It’s 
the way of the world. There’s 
always a cost.”

Village Floral West, 1004 
W. Main, opened in January, 
2016. It’s the “sister store” 
of the original Village Floral, 
located in Saranac. Owner 
Mindy Free said that it 
makes sense to shop locally 
for financial reasons, plus 
you don’t have to waste a 
bunch of time driving all the 
way out to Grand Rapids.

“I think it’s important to 
shop in your town,” Free 
said. “Shopping local helps 
support your community 
and also helps support the 
members of your community 
who are offering services of 
convenience for you, rather 
than making you travel.”

In her personal life, 
Free strives to use as many 
local vendors as possible, 
although she did express the 
wish that somebody would 
open a non-chain grocery 
store in Lowell.

“We spend as much of 
our hard-earned money 
here in Lowell as we can,” 
Free said. “Those people 
also come and shop with 
us, so I try to shop as local 
as possible. I frequent 

restaurants here in Lowell, I 
frequent the clothing stores, 
we go to Gary’s Meats, I 
use Canfield Plumbing & 
Heating when things happen 
here at the store or at my 
home. Unfortunately, I have 
to support Meijer since 
they’re the only grocery 
store in town. I would 
support a locally-owned 
family business if there was 
a grocery store like that 
here.”

“Customer service is our 
priority,” Bernard said. “Our 
service sets us apart. People 
come to our store to find 
someone that can help them 
right away. They can get in 
and out without a long wait. 
We’re more convenient.”

Fans in the Stands carries 
city of Lowell and Lowell 
Red Arrows merchandise, 
plus apparel customization 
services, such as embroidery 
and vinyl. 

“We offer fan gear, 
embroidery and screen 
printing,” McClure said. 
“But it’s not just a retail 
outlet. We also do custom 
shirts, hats and coats for a 
lot of the businesses in town, 
which a lot of people don’t 
know. I use Kaleidoscope 
Laser [218 E. Main] for 
some special items. J&K 
Towing are one of our 
biggest clients, we do all 
their shirts and jackets. 
Walnut Grove Excavating 
is another one, we do all of 
theirs.”

D’Agostino said that, as a 
local businessman, he makes 
a special effort to shop 
locally.

“I stand behind this 
community because this 
community provides my 
livelihood,” D’Agostino 
said. “I work within a 15 
to 30 mile radius around 
Lowell. Everybody that lives 
in Lowell, Lowell Township, 
Vergennes Township and 
so on, they’ve helped me 
become who I am. I try to 
shop as locally as I can. 
My business leads me to 
Tractor Supply, to Bernard’s 
Ace Hardware, just because 
they have what I need for 
my business. I also try to 
shop locally for my personal 
needs the best I can.”

Showboat Automotive 
faces stiff competition from 
two big chains that have 
locations on Main Street, 
Autozone and Napa Auto 
Parts.

“We’re the only locally 
owned and operated one [in 
Lowell],” said owner Kirk 
Collins. “Lowell businesses 
are going to put money 
back into the community. 
Places in Grand Rapids or 
companies that are owned 
outside of the city aren’t 
going to. They don’t invest 

in the city. Sometimes bigger 
is just bigger, not better.”

Station Salon owner 
Nancy DeBoer said that 
it’s important to preserve 
Lowell’s downtown 
businesses.

“I think it’s a good idea 
to support your hometown 
and keep money in your 
hometown instead of going 
to big box stores in the big 
city to shop,” said Station 
Salon owner Nancy DeBoer. 
“We need to keep our small 
towns alive.”

DeBoer said that Station 
Salon offers the exact same 

services as the bigger salons 
but without requiring you to 
drive out of town.

“We have a trendy big 
town look but a small town 
feel,” DeBoer said.

The key to a good local 
business is good customer 
service.

“Bigger is not always 
better,” DeBoer said. 
“Usually with small 
businesses you get more 
personal attention.”

For more information, visit 
buynearbymi.com or look 
for the event on Facebook 
and Instagram. 
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   -  FOOTBALL SPORTS
Red Arrow

200 Lafayette St., Middleville MI 49333

Now Hiring:
2nd Shift Production Workers
Come Tour Our Plant During Our 

On-Site Hiring Event!
An excellent health plan for you and your eligible family members 

including Medical, Rx and Dental with 
ZERO dollars taken out of your check

$1,000 Attendance Bonus

401(k) with company match

Excellent Pay and benefits:
$14 per hour to start, $0.50 raise every 6 months

 until you are well over $18 per hour
Opportunity to move to $19+/hour after successful completion of 90 

working day probationary period

Wednesday, October 17, 2018
@ 10:00 AM

RSVP by emailing your name to jobfair@bradfordwhite.com
to reserve your spot and receive additional information 

Must be 18 or older, able to successfully complete pre-employment 
physical, hair sample drug screen and background check

200 Lafayette St., Middleville MI 49333

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Picking up their first 
season win last week at 
Grand Rapids Houseman 
Field, the Red Arrow varsity 
football team bested Ottawa 
Hills 28-14 in OK White 
action Friday night.

In a prime showing for 
the young team, the Arrows 
took an early lead after an 
action-packed first quarter 
that saw several great 
plays from Lowell. Starting 
from midfield in their first 
attempt of the game, after 
a unsuccessful six yard 
progression from Ottawa 
Hills, the Arrows earned 
their first touchdown after 
a long run from sophomore 
quarterback Brett Spanbauer 
and a pass to senior Trevor 
Petroelje.  

After a successful extra 

Lowell football chalks up their first win of the season
point kick from senior 
Sairge Saldivar and stalled 
drives from both teams, 
Ottawa Hills earned their 
first score after blocking a 
punt return and making it 
to the end zone. Following 
a failed extra point attempt 
from Ottawa, the Red 
Arrows fumbled a ball and 
recovered a fumble before 
the end of the first quarter, 
which ended in their 
advantage 7-6.

In the second quarter 
Ottawa Hills fumbled the 
ball and Lowell recovered, 
which led to their second 
touchdown, bringing the 
score to 14-6.

The third ended with 
just one touchdown earned 
for the Red Arrows. Moving 
the chain into the end zone 
himself, Spanbauer picked 
up the score which led to 

a 20-14 Lowell advantage. 
Growing in confidence 
with every game the young 
quarterback is a driven 
athlete and an upstanding 
young man according to 
head coach Juston Miller. 
“Brett is a young man who 
consistently seeks to get 
better. He has demonstrated 
unselfishness by always 
doing anything to help his 
teammates. Brett has great 
character. He makes the 
right choices on and off the 
field which makes him a 
good role model like many 
of these other Red Arrows.”

Other highlights of 
the third included a solid 
sack from sophomore Doak 
Dean, making his presense 
known in his second varsity 
game, and a hefty punt 
return from junior Cade 
Solomonson. Completing 

their final score in the fourth 
quarter, Spanbauer got the 
ball into the hands of Dent 
for a 45-yard touchdown 
through an army of Ottawa 
Hills defenders. Opting for 
the two-point conversion, 
the Arrows went up to 28-
14.

Held down by the 
Arrow defense for the 
seven remaining minutes 
on the clock, Ottawa Hills 
was unable to come back 
- punting away all their 
attempts as their final 
drive was thwarted by an 
interception earned by 
Red Arrow senior Gavin 
Coxon keeping the Arrow 
lead intact. Strong all 
night, the defense also 
included several forced 
turnovers and limited 
scoring opportunities for 

Ottawa Hills. A credit to 
their former defensive 
coach and first season head 
coach Miller, the “Team D” 
exhibits both an efficient and 
intelligent toughness and a 
generosity of football spirit. 
“Our team defense is lead 
by defensive linemen who 
unselfishly obtain blocks so 
a linebacker can secure the 
glory of an uncontested hit,” 
said Miller continuing, “Our 
defensive and offensive 
linemen are always special 
to me because to be a good 
one you have to consistently 
do your job while others 
get the recognition. Not 
everyone can do that, so our 
lines are what make us.” 

With only three games 
remaining on their regular 
season, all against OK 
White competitors, the 

team will move forward, 
looking to expound upon 
their current strengths. 
“Team strength right now 
is our development and 
chemistry among the guys. 
They are really starting 
to enjoy playing for each 
other within each play,” 
explained Miller. 

The team will head to 
Cedar Springs to take on 
formidable running back 
Ryan Ringler and the Red 
Hawks this Friday evening, 
with a 7 pm kickoff. Next 
Friday, October 12, the 
Arrows will host Forest 
Hills Central for their 
homecoming game, which 
will follow the downtown 
parade and begin shortly at 
7:30 pm. 

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Maintaining their 
flawless league record 
with wins over Forest Hills 
Central and Ottawa Hills, 
the Lowell Red Arrow 
varsity volleyball team 
continued their streak, 
moving to 9-0 overall and 
5-0 in conference play.

Welcoming both 
OK White teams to their 
home court, the Arrows 
held dominance in both 
competitions winning by 
margins of 3-0. The Arrows 
triumphed over the Rangers 
on Tuesday evening by just 
two points in their first set 
26-24, widening the gap in 
the next two, winning 25-
15 and 25-20. Thursday 
evening Lowell outscored 
Ottawa Hills, making quick 
work of the match with 
scores of 25-5, 25-5 and 
25-6 for another 3-0 victory. 

“All of these girls have 
a strong on-court presence 
that is contagious to all on 
the floor.” said first year 
head coach Jordan Drake. 
“A lot of these girls are 
vocal leaders for us with 
great experience playing 
multiple years at the varsity 
level.”

Among those seasoned 
team veterans are this year’s 
elected team captains, 
seniors Carly Hoekstra and 
Joslynn Battle. Hoekstra, 
a vocal stats leader, is 
complemented by the 

Volleyball continues 
their winning streak

quiet ferocity of Battle, 
who Drake said has been 
another key to their success. 
“Joslynn Battle has also 
done an extremely good job 
for us this year as a senior, 
being our six rotation 
setter. Her decision-making 
improves for us every game 
and she puts us in the best 
situation to get a win.” 

Wrapping up their 
schedule in East Grand 
Rapids on Saturday, the 
team placed in the Pioneer 
Invitational last week, 
going 2-1 in the bracket-
style competition. Starting 
off the day against Forest 
Hills Eastern and Coldwater 
High School to go 2-0 in 

Volleyball, continued, page 15

Junior Ryleigh Blough flies high for the 
Arrows against Ottawa Hills last week.
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   - CROSS COUNTRYSPORTS
Red Arrow

Sports Summaries

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Earning fourth and 
sixth place finishes, the 
Lowell varsity boys and 
girls cross country teams 
had strong showings at 
the Allendale Falcon 
Invitational.

Placing fourth with a 
score of 89, the boys left 
the meet with three medals 
and a new school record. 
Placing in the competition 
were junior Caleb Swart 
who finished first for the 
Red Arrows and eighth 
overall with a time of 16:24, 
junior Ben Kinnucan who 
placed second for Lowell 
and tenth overall with a 
time of 16:28 and junior 
Lucas Cossar who placed 
third for Lowell and 15th 
overall clocking a 16:44. 

Cross country teams place at Allendale Falcon Invitational
Rounding out scoring were 
junior Nigel Mika in at 
17:04 and senior Calvin 
Simmet in at 17:13.  

The team’s tight spread 
between first and fifth 
position helped to garner 
them their fourth place finish 
and the record for fastest 
average time for the top five 
runners with a combined 
average of 16:48.6. The 
new school record bests the 
previous mark, set one year 
ago, by more than twenty 
seconds. The team also saw 
personal best times from 
nearly all team members.

The ladies placed sixth 
with a score of 141, led by 
powerhouse senior Haley 
Nieuwkoop. An asset to the 
team on and off the course 
according to head coach 
Paul Judd, Nieuwkoop 

is highly driven to give 
her best performance in 
everything she does, 
“Quiet, determination best 
describes Haley. She is a 
very busy person as she is 
involved with 4H, which is 
really a full time event and 
also manages to work on a 
local farm,” explained Judd. 
“So the challenge for this 
coach is to make sure that 
we can get mileage in with 
balancing the other activities 
and some rest! Haley loves 
to race and hates to lose. 
She is her harshest critic, 
but allows me to chime in 
when she needs to know 
things are okay or even 
great. I believe Haley’s best 
running is ahead of her and 
we will have to look hard 
for a school that provides 

her an opportunity to run 
and pursue her passion for 
agriculture.”

Nieuwkoop captured 
her team’s only medal finish, 
placing first for her team and 
eleventh overall with a time 
of 19:36. Her performance 
was followed by that of 
junior Audrey Conrad, who 
came in at 20:16, junior 
Jada Millhisler who clocked 
a 20:24, freshman Lauren 
Swain who came in at 20:48 
and senior Lauren Aud who 
rounded out the top five 
with a 21:25. Ashley Boehr 
and senior Marlie Fowler 
also had strong finishes 
coming across the finish 
line at 21:50 and 21:56, 
respectively. The teams 1-5 
spread also broke into the 
schools record books with 

their average time of 20:29, 
placing sixth on the leader 
board. 

The names in that 
top list are not new to the 
season, as the top finishers 
all year have been the same 
nine competitors with a 
variety making up the top 
five. “It has been a total 
team effort picking each 
other up meet after meet,” 
said Judd of the consistent 
pack of runners, “Audrey 
Conrad has been money, 
as she is consistently in 
the top three, as well as 
Jada Millhisler and Lauren 
Aud.”

The team has seen 
much success from novice 
high school runner Lauren 
Swain, who Judd sees as 
a competitor with great 

potential, “It has been fun 
watching Lauren Swain 
transition from the two mile 
middle school race to the 
high school distance. She 
will continue to get faster as 
she grows in confidence and 
as a runner,” commented 
Judd. 

Both placed mid-
pack in the OK White. The 
team will look to improve 
their position at their third 
conference jamboree, 
hosted by Greenville on 
Wednesday before traveling 
to Allegan for their annual 
invitational at the county 
fairground on Saturday 
morning at 8 am. Last 
season, the girls claimed 
the championship at the 
competition while the boys 
came in second.

 

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

After walloping the 
district-level competition, 
the Lowell equestrian team 
headed to the Region E 
Championship, which took 
place at the Ingham County 
Fairgrounds this past 
weekend, where they won 
the championship trophy.

The self-funded 
equestrian team collected 
their first district and state 
titles back in 1987, and 
have been racking up the 
wins ever since, including 
additional state titles earned 
in 2000, 2002, 2003 and 
2007, as well as a slew of top 
ten state-level appearances 
and district and regional 
championships. The key 
to this success, according 
to the team’s head coach 
Holli Melton, is the rider’s 
willingness to give it their 

Lowell equestrian team adds another championship 
all. “Showing horses is 
unlike any other sport, as 
the skill and coordination of 
controlling a one-thousand-
pound animal with a mind of 
its own with only your legs, 
seat and hands can be quite 
complicated,” said Melton, 
“Add full-time school, 
plus some college classes, 
taking care of their athletic 
partner - their horse, along 
with hauling to practice four 
nights a week, it can get 
pretty stressful.”

This year’s team 
consists of Bridgette 
Clay, Mary Ricards, Ellie 
Sandman, Lena Shleintz, 
Emma Hancock, Kyleigh 
Rau, Isabelle Misner, Ella 
Limbers, Olivia Miller, Eliot 
Raimer, McKenna Grody, 
Molly Fredrickson, Riley 
Taylor and Lauren King. 
Taylor and Sandman were 

elected captains by their 
teammates and do a good 
job in their roles according 
to Melton. “They do a great 
job as role models and they 
help riders that are new to 
the team. This is not usually 
a team sport, so our captains 
encourage other riders to try 
new disciplines of riding for 
the good of the team. Our 
captains help keep our team 
unified, working together 
toward victory.”

Melton went on to 
explain the nature of the 
equestrian team, which asks 
members to step outside of 
their comfort zone for the 
good of the whole. “Our 
team has to fill 63 slots over 
17 classes, with restrictions 
on the number of riders 
per class. So our riders are 
placed where the team needs 
them, not necessarily in 

classes they would normally 
show in on their own.” 

This helps breed a 
sense of camaraderie within 
the group and increases the 
team’s overall effectiveness. 
“They all work extremely 
well together, sharing their 

knowledge and experience 
with each other whenever 
another rider is struggling 
with a maneuver or 
pattern,” says Melton.

The team has a little 
more than a week to prepare 

for the state championship 
at the Midland County 
Fairgrounds, October 11-
14, in pursuit of a another 
notch in their horse hitches, 
in the form of a 2018 
championship.

 The 2018 District and Regional Championship Red Arrow varsity 
equestrian team.  

GIRLS GOLF
Competing in their seventh OK White jamboree of the 

season last week Monday, the Lowell girls varsity golf team 
placed third of seven teams, scoring a combined card tally of 
190 strokes. Hosted by the recently renamed Belding Black 
Nights, the contest took place at the Candlestone Golf Course 
in Belding. The Red Arrows third-place finish was led by senior 
Kenzi Uhen who carded 42 on the course. Junior Mary Jo 
Buechler came in at 47, sophomore Lexy Kapcia tallied 50 and 
senior Tristan Fogerty-Thomas came in just one stroke behind 
at 51.  

BOYS TENNIS
Taking to the court for three matches last week, the Red 

Arrow boys varsity tennis team went 2-1 with victories over 
Ottawa Hills and Wyoming High Schools and a loss to Forest 
Hills Central (FHC). The team fell to FHC Monday at home 
with a score of 6-2. Picking up points for the team were juniors 

Miles Droski at third singles and Collier Kaufman at second 
singles. Turning the tables in their Wednesday and Thursday 
competitions, the team accomplished their seventh shutout of the 
season over Ottawa Hills Wednesday at home and their eighth 
over Wyoming High School on the road, with both competitions 
ending quickly with 8-0 scores. The team will finish their regular 
conference season on Friday at Forest Hills Northern.

BOYS SOCCER
A win and two losses were the results of the Lowell Red 

Arrow boys varsity soccer teams busy schedule last week. The 
games took place on the road, starting with a 2-1 loss to the 
Wildcats of Northview. A sluggish start for Lowell ultimately 
cost them the game, ending with a single goal earned by senior 
Connor Cater. Fellow senior and team goalkeeper Nathan 
VanDeWeert had seven saves. The team’s win came Thursday 
against Ottawa Hills, with a score of 8-1. The offensive 
onslaught featured a hat trick from junior Evan Groeneweg and 

additional goals from senior Nick Struckmeyer, freshman Nate 
Ryan, junior Bernie Diekevers and Cater. Assists were provided 
by junior Carlos Campos, sophomore Justin Wade, Diekevers, 
Groeneweg, Ryan and Cater. On Saturday, Lowell took their 
second loss of the week against Forest Hills Northern. The 7-0 
loss was highlighted by 12 saves in goal by VanDeWeert. The 
team will host Greenville Tuesday and travel to Cedar Springs 
on Thursday.

GIRLS SWIM AND DIVE
An excellent week in the pool for the Lowell/Caledonia/

South Christian co-op girls varsity swim and dive team added 
up to a win over Mona Shores and a second place invitational 
finish. Facing Mona Shores on Thursday, the team rallied for 
a 96-87 victory in a down-to-the-wire meet. The team saw 
five first place finishes as well as consistent top five placings. 
Saturday at the Hudsonville Invitational, the team was one of 
eight competing. They placed second with a score of 105 points.
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PUZZLE  
SOLUTIONS

obituaries

NOTICE
VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP
Accuracy Test of Voting Equipment

A public accuracy test of the voting equipment 
to be used in the November 6, 2018 General 
Election will be held on Monday, October 8, 
2018 at 4:30 pm in the Vergennes Township 
Board room located at 10381 Bailey Dr., 
Lowell, MI 49331

Heather Hoffman
Vergennes Township Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLICATION OF 

NOTICE OF HEARING
STATE OF MICHIGAN
The Probate Court for 

the County of Kent

In the matter of 
DIANNE LAPE

Guardianship File No. 
18-204,095-GA

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS including her 
daughter Ronda Rogers 
and children unknown, 
whose address(es) 
is/are unknown and 
whose interest in the 
matter may be barred 
or affected by the 
following: 
TAKE NOTICE: A 
hearing will be held 
on October 30, 2018, 
at 9:00 A.M. at Kent 
Co. Probate Court, 
180 Ottawa NW, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49503 
before Judge David M. 
Murkowski (P35026) for 
the following purpose: 
Appointment of a 
Guardian.

Dated: October 1, 2018

Adult Protective 
Services, DHHS, 
Petitioner
121 Franklin St. NE
Grand Rapids, MI 
49507
(616) 260-5649

VAN ESSEN AND 
ASSOCIATES PLLC
Attys. for Petitioner 

by Amanda Van Essen 
Wirth (P75001)
3425 Kelly St.

Hudsonville, MI 49426
Phone (616) 633-0196

PUBLICATION OF 
NOTICE OF HEARING
STATE OF MICHIGAN
The Probate Court for 

the County of Kent

In the matter of KIAH 
WALLACE

Guardianship File No. 
18-204,126-DD

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS including her 
father, Andrew Wallace,  
whose address(es) 
is/are unknown and 
whose interest in the 
matter may be barred 
or affected by the 
following: 
TAKE NOTICE: A 
hearing will be held 
on November 7, 2018, 
at 8:45 a.m. at Kent 
Co. Probate Court, 
180 Ottawa NW, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49503 
before Judge David M. 
Murkowski (P35026) for 
the following purpose: 
Appointment of a 
Guardian for a person 
with a developmental 
disability.  

Dated: October 1, 2018 

Adult Protective 
Services, DHHS, 
Petitioner
121 Franklin St. NE
Grand Rapids, MI 
49507
(616) 258-1182

VAN ESSEN AND 
ASSOCIATES PLLC
Attys. for Petitioner 

by Amanda Van Essen 
Wirth (P75001)
3425 Kelly St.

Hudsonville, MI 49426

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLICATION OF 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
STATE OF MICHIGAN
The Probate Court for 

the County of Kent

 In the matter of 
JACOB WALLACE

Guardianship File No. 
18-204,123-DD

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS including his 
father, Andrew Wallace, 
whose address(es) 
is/are unknown and 
whose interest in the 
matter may be barred 
or affected by the 
following: 
TAKE NOTICE: A 
hearing will be held 
on November 7, 2018, 
at 8:45 a.m. at Kent 
Co. Probate Court, 
180 Ottawa NW, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49503 

before Judge David M. 
Murkowski (P35026) for 
the following purpose: 
Appointment of a 
Guardian for a person 
with a developmental 
disability.  

Dated: October 1, 2018 

Adult Protective 
Services, DHHS, 
Petitioner
121 Franklin St. NE
Grand Rapids, MI 
49507
(616) 258-1182

VAN ESSEN AND 
ASSOCIATES PLLC
Attys. for Petitioner 

by Amanda Van Essen 
Wirth (P75001)
3425 Kelly St.

Hudsonville, MI 49426
Phone (616) 633-0196 

BISHOP 
Flora J. Bishop, age 89, of Lowell, MI, passed away 
peacefully on September 28, 2018, two weeks prior 
to her 90th  birthday. She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Foster, and son-in-law, Karl Kusmierski. 
She is survived by 
her children, Beth 
Kusmierski, Kris 
Bishop (Nel Belding), 
Brian (Dana) Bishop 
and Phillip Bishop; 
grandchildren, Joe, 
Christopher, Foster 
and Brianne; and five 
great-grandchildren. 
Flora was born and 
raised in Lowell, 
Michigan. She married 
Foster Bishop from 
Cascade, Michigan in 
1948 where they raised 
their family. They were 
long time members 
of Cascade Christian 
Church. She was known as “friendly Flo” and was a 
friend to everyone. Visitation will be Thursday, October 

4, from 4-7 PM at O’Brien-Eggebeen-Gerst Chapel, 
3980 Cascade Rd SE, Grand Rapids. A funeral service 
will be held Friday, October 5, at 11 AM at O’Brien-
Eggebeen-Gerst Chapel. Rev. Jill Forton officiating. 
Interment Cascade Cemetery.  Memorial contributions 
in Flora’s name may be made to Cascade Christian 
Church/Kyle Patterson Fund, 2829 Thornapple River 
Dr SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546.

ROZMAN
Donna Jean Rozman, age 71 of Lowell, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by loved ones on Sunday, 
September 23, 2018. She met the love of her life, Russell; 
and they married in 
1979. The marriage 
brought their three 
daughters together; 
and Donna and Russ 
added to their family, 
having three more 
children together. 
They became foster 
parents as well, taking 
in many children over 
the years that they 
cared for as their own. 
Adopting three more 
children through the 
foster care process, 
they realized that their 

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

O’Brien eggeBeen

family was still not complete. Gathering and caring 
for children and adults as their own family throughout 
the years was central to their lives, and only recently 
had slowed down. Donna is lovingly survived by her 
husband, Russell; children, Traci (Wayne) Racine, Carla 
Rozman, Toni Miller, Kathy Rozman, Jill (Brian) Gilson, 
Susan Rozman, Christopher (Katy) Rozman, Joseph 
Rozman, Kait Rozman; sisters Nancy Kidd, Audie 
Chavez; brother Don (Lori) Murphy; 14 grandchildren, 
Mike, James, Megan, Aaron, Makayla, Leslie, Alyssa, 
Salena, Ashleigh, Briana, Lyla, Clayton, Lucy, Grace; 
5 great-grandchildren; several brothers- and sisters-
in-law; and many nieces, nephews and friends. 
Funeral was held Friday, September 28, at Roth-Gerst 
Chapel, Lowell. Rev. Gordon Barry officiated. Memorial 
contributions may be made in Donna’s name to Faith 
Hospice, 2100 Raybrook SE Suite 300, Grand Rapids, 
MI 49546-5783.

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

•••
Integrity -  one 

word that means so 
much; costs so l i t t le 

yet makes a real 
difference in this 

world.
 ― Salley Farquharson
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classifiedsoffice hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

for sale
EXCEPTIONAL PERFOR-
MANCE AND VALUE - Re-
quires less wood & provides 
more heat. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. 
Call today! 616-554-8669. 
SOS Property Maintenance 
LLC, 6950 Hammond Ave, 
Caledonia. We are your 
local sales, service & parts 
dealer! TFN

QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.TFN  
USED TIRES - Call with 
size, 616-292-7649/616-
295-8820. Rob’s Auto - 
thanks.TFN  

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any 
dimension. In stock ready to 
ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 800 
567-0404 Ext.300N (MICH)
REACH OVER 100,000 
AREA HOMES - with our 
Marketplace! One call & 
one payment, only $40! In-
cludes 20 words & 1 black & 
white photo. Only items for 
sale please. The ad runs in 
the Lowell Buyer’s Guide & 
News, Hastings Reminder, 
Marshall Advisor/Chronicle 
& Battle Creek Shopper 
News. Call 897-9555 or 
stop by 105 N. Broadway 
for more info.
PIONEER POLE BUILD-
INGS- Free Estimates-
Licensed and insured-2x6 
Trusses-45 Year War-
ranty Galvalume Steel-19 
Colors-Since 1976-#1 in 
Michigan-Call Today 1-800-
292-0679. (MICH)

services card of 
thanksWE DO BUSINESS IN AC-

CORDANCE WITH THE 
FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING 
LAW - Equal Housing Op-
portunity. It is illegal to dis-
criminate against any per-
son because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national 
origin in the sale or rental 
of housing or residential 
lots; in the advertising the 
sale or rental of housing, 
in the financing of housing. 
Anyone who feels he or 
she has been discriminated 
against may file a complaint 
of housing discrimination: 
1-800-669-9777 (toll free) 
1-800-927-9275 (TTY).

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. FREE 
All Vets Coffee Hour at the 
center the 3rd Thursday of 
each month. Bring a friend. 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.TFN EOW 

for rent

misc. 

help wanted
PLEASE NOTE  - Coming 
Events are for non-profit orga-
nizations. If you are charging 
admission for an event - it is 
considered an advertisement. 
Coming events are on a space 
available basis & ARE NOT 
GUARANTEED. If you would 
like to make sure your event 
is placed in the paper, please 
call our office & place it as a 
classified ad. We will not accept 
ANY Garage or sales (includ-
ing fundraisers) as a coming 
event. All Coming Events or 
changes to coming events 
should be submitted by fax: 
897-4809, email: classifieds@
lowellbuyersguide.com, by mail: 
PO Box 128, Lowell, MI 49331 
or in person: 105 N. Broadway.

FALL  FEST - Oct. 6, 10 am 
- noon. Celebrate the season 
with Autumn crafts, games & 
process art activities that focus 
more on the process and less 
on the final product. Alto Library, 
6071 Linfield Ave SE,  Alto, 784-
2007, www.kdl.org

FALL  FEST - Oct. 25, 10 am. 
Celebrate the season with Au-
tumn crafts, games & process 
art activities that  focus more on 
the process and less on the final 
product. Englehardt Branch 
Library, 200 N. Monroe St., 
Lowell, 784-2007, www.kdl.org

DON'T LET THE PIGEON AT-
TEND THIS PROGRAM - Oct. 
15, 10:30 am. Celebrate the 
works of author Mo Willems, 
creator of the award-winning 
Pigeon series, Elephant and 
Piggie and much more! Featur-
ing crafts, books & activities all 
about your favorite Mo charac-
ters. Just make sure the Pigeon 
doesn't get in! Alto Library, 6071 
Linfield Ave SE, Alto, 784-2007, 
www.kdl.org

LOWELL SHOWBOAT GAR-
DEN CLUB - will be holding their 
meetings on the 3rd Monday of 
each month at the Englehardt 
Library, 200 N. Monroe St., 
Lowell at 6:30 pm. 

WOMEN FOR SOBRIETY - 
meets every Monday, 7-8 p.m. at 
Bowne Center United Methodist 
Church, fellowship hall, 12051 
84th St., corner of Alden Nash. 

PET SITTING - Looking for 
clients in need of in-home 
pet sitting. Lowell & sur-
rounding areas. Caring, re-
liable & love animals! Call 
616-902-1441 for consult. 
HANDY REPAIR SER-
VICE - All kinds of service 
work: locks rekeyed, dead-
bolts installed, screen & 
window repair. Call Bob 
Ford, 299-3198.TFN  

POWER WASHING - Dirt, 
mildew washed away. 
Call Jim today, 915-1745. 

NEED A DUMP -
STER? - Dumpster 
rental, 10-20 yards. 
Mention this ad for 
$10 to $20 off. Call 
or text Doug for 
estimates at 616-
295-6640.TFN 

AND 
ONGOING 
EVENTS

Call Sue at 868-6219 or www.
womenforsobriety.org

BOWNE TOWNSHIP HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY- meets the second 
Monday of the month at 10 a.m.  
in the Historical Museum at 84th/
Alden Nash.

NEEDLERS - Meet the second & 
fourth Wednesday of the month 
from, 5  to 8 pm at Englehardt 
Library, 200 N. Monroe, Lowell.

WOMEN OF THE MOOSE - third 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. for business 
meeting.

ALTO AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY - meets the second 
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
the Alto American Legion Post.

V.F.W. POST  #8303 - meets the 
first Monday at 7 p.m. at 3116 
Alden Nash S.E.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 102 - every 
Monday, 7-8:30 p.m. during  school 
year in  Scout Cabin at the end of 
N. Washington St. Ages 11 and 
up or completing 5th grade.  Call 
Scoutmaster Clay VanderWarf, 
616-485-3429 or Del Rockwell at 
897-6814.

VERGENNES CLUB MEETS - at 
1 p.m. on the first Thursday of the 
month March thru Nov. Meeting 
at Schneider Manor Community 
Room. Program & refreshments. 
Guests welcome.

TECH HELP - Thursdays by 
appointment from 1-3 p.m. Help 
with internet searching, computer 
basics, Facebook, ereaders, li-
brary  downloadable books, etc. 
Clarksville Area Library, 130 S. 
Main, Clarksville,  616-693-1001.

CUB SCOUT PACK 3188 - meets 
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, 
621 E. Main.

QUA-KE-ZIK SPORTSMANS 
CLUB -  meets second and third 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. at  8731 West 
Riverside Dr. Go to www.qua-
ke-zik.org for information. New 
members welcome.

KNITTING GROUP -Tuesdays 
10 a.m. - noon.  Meets at the Vil-
lage Hall. Beginning to advanced 
knitters welcome. Clarksville Area 

Library, 130 S. Main, Clarksville,  
616-693-1001.

LOWELL AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB - Open Radio Room Thurs-
days, 7 pm at Flat River Outreach 
Ministries, 11535 Fulton St. E. 
General meeting 3rd Thursday. 
www.w8lrc.org 145.27 MHz.

FLAT RIVER OUTREACH MIN-
ISTRIES TREASURE’S THRIFT 
SHOP HOURS -  Tues - Fri. 10 
-   6 p.m.;  Sat. 10 - 2 p.m. at 
11535 Fulton St. E. Thrift Shop, 
897-8260; Resource Center, 
897-8260.

TECH HELP - Wednesdays by 
appointment from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
Help with internet searching, com-
puter basics, Facebook, ereaders, 
library downloadable books, etc. 
Saranac Public Library, 61 Bridge 
St., Saranac. 616-642-9146.

ALPHA FAMILY CENTER OF 
LOWELL - 517 E. Main.   Hours:  
Mon. & Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.  
Diapers, formula, clothing  & free 
ultrasounds & pregnancy testing 
available. www.afclowell.org

ALTO LIBRARY HOURS:  Mon. 
&  Sat., 9:30-1:30 p.m.; Tues. & 
Wed., 12 - 8 p.m.; Thurs., 1-6 
p.m.; Fri. 9:30-6 p.m.  Info., call 
784-2007.

ENGLEHARDT L IBRARY 
HOURS - Mon.-Wed., noon - 8 
p.m.; Thurs., Fri. & Sat., 9:30 
a.m. - 5 p.m. 784-2007.

LOWELLARTS  GALLERY 
HOURS - Tues. - Fri., 10 - 6 p.m.; 
Sat., 10-5 p.m. 225 W. Main St., 
Lowell. Visit www.lowellartsmi.org 
or  call 897-8545.

LOWELL AREA HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM - open Tuesday, Thurs-
day, Saturday & Sunday:1-4 
p.m. Families: $10; individual $3; 
ages 5-17  $1.50; members free. 
897-7688.

THE LOWELL BOARD OF EDU-
CATION - second Monday of the 
month at 7 p.m. in the Administra-
tion Building, 300 High St., Lowell.

FLAT RIVER WATERSHED 
COUNCIL - Meets 3rd Monday 
of each month at the Main Street 

NEWSPAPER END ROLLS 
AVAILABLE - Many uses.  
Usually $3-$5 each. Lowell 
Ledger, 105 N. Broadway.

Inn in Lowell at 6:30 p.m. For 
more information, visit our web 
page at flatriverwatershed.org

BABY PANTRY OF LOWELL -  
(formerly St. Mary’s Pregnancy 
Center) is now located inside 
Flat River Outreach Ministries 
(FROM) at 11535 Fulton St. 
E. We are open Monday 5:30-
7:30 p.m. & Thursday 2-4:30 
p.m. to serve pregnant woman 
& families of small children 
in need of diapers, wipes & 
other baby supplies. We are 
non-denominational & serve 
families in the Lowell area. For 
more information, call Michele 
at 616-322-5957.

FREE ALL VETS COFFEE 
HOUR - Third Thurs. of each 
month. Bring a friend. Lowell 
Veteran’s Center, 3100 Alden 
Nash, Lowell. Call 868-7426 or 
897-8303 for more information.

STORYTIME - Thursdays, 10 
a.m. with Ms. Sheila at Clarks-
ville Area Library, 130 S. Main, 
Clarksville,  616-693-1001.  

LOWELL AREA PRAYER & 
HEALING ROOMS - located 
in the FROM building, 11535 
Fulton Street, most Monday 
evenings, 6-8 p.m. Christian 
Scripture based. No cost or 
fees, no appointment neces-
sary, confidentiality respected.

KENT COUNTY NARFE 
GROUP - for retired & current 
federal employees meet the 2nd 
Thursday at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 2700 E. Fulton, 1/2 
mile west of E. Beltline. Potluck 
at 12:30 p.m. & meeting begins 
at 1:30 p.m. Call Ed Moore for 
time, 616-784-6716.

CIVIL AIR PATROL - Meets the 
second & fourth Tues. of the 
month, 6 p.m., Benz Aviation 
Building at Ionia Airport, teen/
adult programs available, Call 
Shawna, 616-430-1348 or visit 
online http://mi222.miwg-cap.
org

VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION 
FOR FROM - 1st. Wednesday 
of the month, 6 p.m. and 3rd 
Thursday of the month at 1 p.m. 
FROM, 11535 Fulton St. E. Call 
for more information 897-8260.

wanted
FREON R12 WANTED: 
CERTIF IED  BUYER 
will PAY CA$H for R12 
cylinders or cases of cans. 
(312) 291-9169; www.
refrigerantfinders.com 
(MICH) 
I  WA N T  T O  B U Y 
-  Refrigerator, stove, 
washer, dryer & furniture 
in good shape. Have cash. 
989-584-6818.TFN  

WORK WANTED - Double 
D’s Bucket Van & Handy-
man Service. 40’ bucket, 
tree trimming & removal, 
gutters, window washing, 
power washing, buildings, 
barns, homes, decks, etc. 
Insured. Call Dave Delin-
sky, 616-212-3008. Free 
estimates.
EVERYDAY MILITARY 
DISCOUNT - 10% off any 
service when showing your 
military ID. 24-Hour towing, 
tire change, lock out, jump 
starts, fuel delivery. J&K 
Roadside Service, 616-
690-0983.

RETIRED ELECTRI-
CIAN - Reasonable, 
any size job. Dis-
count for retirees & 
vets. Call 616-401-
6547.

services

UPS/FEDEX SHIPPING
COPY  SERVICE,

(black & white & color!) 
 FAX SERVICE, 
LAMINATING

PRINTING
BANNERS
POSTERS

  & MUCH MORE
  AVAILABLE AT THE 
LOWELL  LEDGER

BUYERS GUIDE 
105 N. Broadway

QUICK LUBE TECHNI-
CIAN NEEDED! - Full time 
opening averaging approx. 
40-45 hours per week Ex-
perience preferred but will 
train the right candidate. 
Apply in person at Zeigler 
Ford of Lowell, 616-897-
8431 ask for Kevin. 
WE’RE HIRING - Open 
interviews:  Mon., Oct. 8, 3 
- 5 pm. Competitive benefits 
package. Apply now online 
www.litehousefoods.com/
careers. Open interviews 
at: Litehouse, Inc, 1400 
Foreman Rd., Lowell. EOE/
AA.
LOOKING FOR SOME 
EXTRA CASH? - We are 
taking applications for 
walking route carriers to 
deliver the Buyers Guide 
on Saturdays. Must be 
dependable! Work less 
than 1 day a week! Get 
paid weekly, pickup papers 
at Buyers Guide office. 
Must be at least 16 for this 
position. Apply in person, 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell. 
No phone calls accepted 
regarding this position.

MILITARY RELIC SHOW 
& SALE - at 44th Street Ar-
mory, Wyoming. Oct. 6 & 7, 
9-5 pm. Sponsored by West 
Michigan Military Round 
Table. Ph. 616-240-4011.
FOREST HILLS PRESBY-
TERIAN CHURCH RUM-
MAGE SALE - 7495 Cas-
cade Rd. Sat., Oct. 6, 9 
am - 3 pm. Furniture, toys, 
clothing, household goods, 
sporting equipment, tools, 
collectibles. PLUS $5 bag 
sale from 1-3 pm.

TURKEY DINNER - Oct. 
6, 5-7 pm, adults $10. Alto 
United Methodist Church, 
11365 64th Street, (1/2 mile 
W. of M-50).
ROAST BEEF SUPPER 
- Sat., Oct. 6, 4-7 pm. 
Takeouts available. Sorry 
no deliveries. Adults, $10; 
6-12, $5; 5 & under free. 
Easton Church, 4970 Pot-
ters Rd., Ionia.

Thank you to all who sent 
a card celebrating my 90th 
birthday. 

Thank you, 
Rosie Fonger

CARD OF THANKS
We would like to send a spe-
cial thanks to our children, 
Joel and Brenda and Sam 
and Bonnie for the wonder-
ful party they gave for us 
on August 26, celebrating 
Virgil's 90th birthday and 
our 70th wedding anniver-
sary. We also want to thank 
everyone that came for the 
nice gifts and cards and 
friends that came from near 
and far away. We enjoyed 
a wonderful day. 

Thanks again, 
Virgil & Carmen 

Roudabush

NOREEN K. MYERS, AT-
TORNEY AT LAW - Com-
passionate, experienced, 
effective legal representa-
tion. Specialties include: 
wills & trusts, work related 
injuries, employment dis-
crimination. 307 E. Main, 
Lowell, 897-5460.

services
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NEWS OF THEwǝird
Compelling Explanations

While shopping at a Peoria, Illinois, Walmart on Sept. 20, 
an unnamed 30-year-old woman filled her cart but also 
added a few items to her backpack: leggings, pencils, 
a quart of oil and a “Jesus Calling” Bible. After she paid 
for only the items in her cart, a loss prevention officer 
stopped her before she left the store. Peoria police 
were summoned, reported the Peoria Journal Star, and 
the woman explained to them she was hoping the Bible 
could help her spiritually: “(She) told me that it sounds 
strange, but she was trying to be more Christian,” an 
officer reported. She was charged with misdemeanor 
theft.
After trying repeatedly on Sept. 12 to pull over a Toyota 
Prius driving with expired tags on I-5 near Marysville, 
Washington, a Washington State Patrol officer finally 
caught up to the car at an intersection and verbally 
instructed the unnamed 42-year-old woman driver to 
pull over, reported the Everett Daily Herald. “I will not. I 
drive a Prius,” was the woman’s reply. The officer then 

asked her to step out of the vehicle, which she also 
refused to do, so he forced her out. “I will own your bank 
account,” she told him. “I will own your house.” When 
he asked her name, she responded, “None of your 
business.” Finally, she was arrested for failing to obey 
instructions, failing to identify herself and obstruction.

No Good Deed
Tammie Hedges of Goldsboro, North Carolina, founded 
the nonprofit Crazy’s Claws N Paws in 2013 to help 
low-income families with vet bills and pet supplies, so 
it was natural for her to take in 27 animals displaced 
by Hurricane Florence in September. Hedges treated 
many of the animals, found in the streets or surrendered 
by fleeing residents, with antibiotics and painkillers 
for fleas, cuts and other ailments. For that, The 
Washington Post reported, she was arrested on Sept. 
21 for practicing veterinary medicine without a license, 
after an official from Wayne County Animal Services 
visited the warehouse where the animals were housed. 
Kathie Davidson, a volunteer with Claws N Paws, 
said: “If she hadn’t done what she did, then they’ll be 
charging her with animal neglect and cruelty. What was 
she supposed to do?” Hedges was released on bond, 
and the charges were later dropped.

Bait and Switch
Ironman triathlete Jaroslav Bobrowski, 30, of Landshut, 
Bavaria, was banned Sept. 14 from Running Sushi, an 
all-you-can-eat restaurant, for eating too much sushi. 
The Local Germany reported Bobrowski, a former 
bodybuilder, ate close to 100 plates of sushi, which sent 
the restaurant into a panic and caused the owner and 
chef to tell him he was banished “because I’m eating too 
much.” “He eats for five people,” the owner complained. 
“That is not normal.”

What Was Your First Clue?
Romance novelist Nancy Crampton Brophy, 68, was 
arrested on Sept. 5 on charges of murdering her 
husband, Daniel Brophy, 63, in Portland, Oregon, 
after apparently following her own advice, written in a 
2011 essay titled “How to Murder Your Husband.” In 
the essay, Crampton Brophy suggests that hiring a hit 
man is “never a good idea” and poison is traceable. 
Instead, reported The Oregonian, she allegedly shot 
her husband on June 2 at the Oregon Culinary Institute 
where Daniel was a beloved chef. Police did not release 
a motive, and a neighbor said Crampton Brophy “never 
showed any signs of being upset or sad.” On Sept. 17, 
she pleaded not guilty in Multnomah County Circuit 
Court, and her trial is set for Oct. 26.

Aries
(March 21-April 19)

Electra is 
an action-
p a c k e d 
s t o r y 
written by 
a n c i e n t 

Greek playwright 
Sophocles. It features epic 
characters taking drastic 
action in response to 
extreme events. In contrast 
to that text is Marcel 
Proust’s novel In Search 
of Lost Time, which draws 
from the sensitive author’s 
experiences growing up, 
coming of age, and falling in 
love, all the while in quest for 
meaning and beauty. Author 
Virginia Woolf compared 
the two works, writing, “In 
six pages of Proust we can 
find more complicated and 
varied emotions than in the 
whole of the Electra.” In 
accordance with astrological 
omens, I recommend 
that you specialize in the 
Proustian mode rather 
than the Sophoclean. Your 
feelings in the next five 
weeks could be as rich and 
interesting and educational 
as they have been in a long 
time. Honor them!

Taurus
(April 20-May 20)

Researchers in Maryland 
h a v e 
created a 
new building 
material with 
a strength-

to-weight ratio that’s eight 
times better than steel. 
It’s an effective insulator, 
and in some forms can be 
bent and folded. Best of 
all, it’s biodegradable and 
cost-effective. The stuff is 
called nanowood, and is 
derived from lightweight, 
fast-growing trees like 
balsa. I propose that we 
make it your main metaphor 
for the foreseeable future. 
Why? Because I think 

you’re primed to locate or 
create your own version of 
a flexible, durable, robust 
building block.

Gemini
(May 21-June 20)

The U.S. Secretary of 
D e f e n s e 
paid an 
official visit 
to Indonesia 
early this 

year. The government 
arranged for him to 
observe soldiers as they 
demonstrated how tough 
and well-trained they 
were. Some of the troops 
shimmied through broken 
glass, demolished bricks 
with their heads, walked 
through fire, and bit heads 
off snakes. I hope you won’t 
try stunts like that in the 
coming weeks, Gemini. It will 
be a favorable time for you 
to show off your skills and 
make strong impressions. 
You’ll be wise to impress 
important people with how 
creative and resourceful 
you are. But there’s no need 
to try too hard or resort to 
exaggeration.

Cancer
(June 21-July 22)

i confess 
that i have 
a fuzzy 
self-image. 
With odd 
regularity, i 

don’t seem to know exactly 
what or who i am. For 
example, i sometimes think 
i’m so nice and polite that i 
need to toughen up. But on 
other occasions i feel my 
views are so outrageous and 
controversial that i should 
tone myself down. Which is 
true? Often, i even neglect 
to capitalize the word “i.” You 
have probably experienced 
some of this fuzziness, my 
fellow Cancerian. But you’re 
now in a favorable phase to 
cultivate a more definitive 

self-image. Here’s a helpful 
tip: We Cancerians have a 
natural talent for inspiring 
people to love us. This 
ability will come in especially 
handy as we work on making 
an enduring upgrade from i 
to I. Our allies’ support and 
feedback will fuel our inner 
efforts to clarify our identity.

Leo
(July 23-August 22)

“I am a 
little afraid 
of love, 
it makes 
me rather 
s t u p i d . ” 

So said author Simone de 
Beauvoir in a letter she 
wrote to her lover, Nelson 
Algren. I’m happy to let you 
know, Leo, that during the 
next twelve months, love is 
likely to have the opposite 
effect on you. According 
to my analysis of the 
astrological omens, it will 
tend to make you smarter 
and more perceptive. To 
the degree that you expand 
your capacity for love, you 
will become more resilient 
and a better decision-maker. 
As you get the chance to 
express love with utmost 
skill and artistry, you will 
awaken dormant potentials 
and boost your personal 
power.

Virgo
(August 23 

-September 22)
Your theme 
in the 
c o m i n g 
weeks is 
the art of 
attending to 

details. But wait! I said “the 
art.” That means attending 
to details with panache, 
not with overly meticulous 
fussing. For inspiration, 
meditate on St. Francis 
Xavier’s advice, “Be great in 
little things.” And let’s take 

his thought a step further 
with a quote from author 
Richard Shivers: “Be great 
in little things, and you will 
be given opportunity to do 
big things.” Novelist Tom 
Robbins provides us with 
one more nuance: “When 
we accept small wonders, 
we qualify ourselves to 
imagine great wonders.”

Libra
(September 23 
-October 22)

Libran astrophysicist Neil 
deGrasse Tyson offers this 
observation: “When you 

look for 
things in life 
like love, 
m e a n i n g , 
motivation, 

it implies they are sitting 
behind a tree or under a rock. 
[But] the most successful 
people in life recognize that 
in life they create their own 
love, they manufacture their 
own meaning, they generate 
their own motivation.” I think 
Tyson’s simple wisdom is 
exactly what you need to 
hear right now, Libra. You’re 
primed for a breakthrough 
in your ability to create your 
own fate.

Scorpio
(October 

23-November 21)
Japanese entrepreneur 
Hiroki Terai has created a 

b u s i n e s s 
that offers 
c r y i n g 
t h e r a p y . 
His clients 
watch short 

videos specially formulated 
to make them weep. A 
professional helper is on 
hand to gently wipe their 
tears away and provide 
comforting words. “Tears 
have relaxing and healing 
effects,” says an Okinawan 
musician who works as one 
of the helpers. Hiroki Terai 
adds, “It has been said that 
one drop of tear has the 
effect of relieving stress for 
a week.” I wish there were a 
service like this near where 
you live, Scorpio. The next 
two weeks will be a perfect 

time to relieve pent-up worry 
and sadness and anxiety 
through cathartic rituals 
like crying. What other 
strategies might work for 
you?

Sagittarius
(November 

22-December 21)
Fling out 
f r i e n d l y 
f e e l e r s ! 
Sling out 
interesting 
invitations! 

Figure out how to get 
noticed for all the right 
reasons! Make yourself 
so interesting that no one 
can resist your proposals! 
Use your spunky riddle-
solving powers to help ease 
your tribe’s anxieties. Risk 
looking odd if that will make 
you smarter! Plunk yourself 
down in pivotal places 
where vitality is welling up! 
Send out telepathic beams 
that say, “I’m ready for sweet 
adventure. I’m ready for 
invigorating transformation!”

Capricorn
(December 

22-January 19)
“ S o m e o n e 
spoke to me 
last night, 
told me 
the truth,” 
writes poet 

Doeianne Laux. “I knew I 
should make myself get up, 
write it down, but it was late, 
and I was exhausted from 
working. Now I remember 
only the flavor.” I offer these 
thoughts, Capricorn, in 
the hope that they’ll help 
you avoid Laux’s mistake. 
I’m quite sure that crucial 
insights and revelations will 
be coming your way, and I 
want you to do whatever’s 
necessary to completely 
capture them so you can 
study and meditate on them 
at length.

Aquarius
(January 20- 
February 18)

As a young man, Aquarian 
poet Louis Dudek struck 
up a correspondence with 

r e n o w n e d 
poet Ezra 
P o u n d , 
who was 32 
years older. 
D u d e k 

“admired him immensely,” 
and “loved him for the 
joy and the luminosity” 
of his poetry, but also 
resented him “for being so 
magnificent.” With a mix 
of mischief and adulation, 
Dudek wrote a poem to his 
hero. It included these lines: 
“For Christ’s sake, you didn’t 
invent sunlight. There was 
sun dazzle before you. But 
you talk as if you made light 
or discovered it.” I hope his 
frisky tone might inspire you 
to try something similar with 
your own idols. It would be 
healthy to be more playful 
and lighthearted about 
anything or anyone you 
take too seriously or give 
enormous power to.

Pisces
(February 19-March 

20)
In his 
book ‘Till 
We Have 
Faces,’ C. 
S. Lewis 
writes, “Holy 

places are dark places. 
It is life and strength, not 
knowledge and words, 
that we get in them. Holy 
wisdom is not clear and 
thin like water, but thick 
and dark like blood.” In that 
spirit, and in accordance 
with astrological omens, I 
suggest you seek out dark 
holy places that evoke 
wonder and reverence, 
even awe. Hopefully, you 
will be inspired thereby to 
bring new beauty into your 
life. You’ll be purged of 
trivial concerns and become 
receptive to a fresh promise 
from your future life.
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P.O. Box 128
Lowell, MI 49331

 897-9261

Monday - Thursday:
8 am - 5 pm

Friday:  8 am - Noon
Closed Sat. & Sun.

LEDGER OFFICE HOURS

SUDOKO

Puzzle solutions  on page 12

?March came in like a 
lamb. Do you think 
it will go out like a 

lion or a lamb?

Online
POLL
QUESTION

WWW.thelowellledger.com

TO VOTE, GO TO -

Then watch 
for the results in

Lowell’s Only Hometown Newspaper!

?March came in like a 
lamb. Do you think 
it will go out like a 

lion or a lamb?

Online
POLL
QUESTION

WWW.thelowellledger.com

TO VOTE, GO TO -

Then watch 
for the results in

Lowell’s Only Hometown Newspaper!?March came in like a 
lamb. Do you think 
it will go out like a 

lion or a lamb?

Online
POLL
QUESTION

WWW.thelowellledger.com

TO VOTE, GO TO -

Then watch 
for the results in

Lowell’s Only Hometown Newspaper!

Based on the 
information available 

today, would you 
vote to confirm Brett 

Kavanaugh and 
give him a liftetime 

appointment to the US 
Supreme Court?

• Yes
• No

• Don’t Care

STATEPOINT 
CROSSWORD

THEME: TALK SHOWS

ACROSS
1. Tulip precursors
6. "Le ____ des cygnes"
9. Education-related 
acronym
13. Heads-up
14. Fertility clinic stock
15. A la ____
16. Curl one's lip
17. Cub's home
18. "The Goldbergs" 
sibling
19. *Carpool ____ with 
James Corden
21. *Fallon is on when?
23. Crime scene 
evidence
24. Sounds of 
amazement
25. Tokyo, once
28. Strong hold
30. *Host of "Good night, 
and good luck" fame
35. Roll call document
37. End of prayer
39. Bowl unsuitable for 
water
40. Shakespeare's king
41. Cocoyam, pl.
43. What egoist and 
egotist have in common, 
pl.
44. Encourage
46. Madam, to a cowboy
47. Pleasant gentle 
accent
48. Intellectual
50. Not us
52. Lusitania's last call
53. Sherlock Holmes' 
assignment
55. Waikiki garland
57. *Letterman's 
successor
61. Do like in "A River 
Runs Through It"
65. To a bartender: "The 
____"
66. Argonaut's propeller
68. Empower
69. Of a particular gray 
shade

70. By way of
71. Theatrical characters
72. Displeasure display
73. Australian runner
74. Editor's "Let it stand" 
marks

DOWN
1. Derive pleasure
2. Forearm bone

3. Malicious look
4. Cabbage
5. Chris Hemsworth's 
movie "12 ____"
6. Ore deposit
7. Perpendicular to St. in 
NYC
8. Ann Patchett's novel 
"Bel ____"
9. Hindu wrap
10. H.S. math class
11. Write on tombstone, 
e.g.
12. Animal protein
15. Population count
20. Gold unit
22. Omega of electrical 
resistance
24. Perform a surgery
25. *Talker and Oscar, 
Grammy and Emmy host
26. Muralist Rivera
27. "_____ County" with 
Streep
29. Mosque V.I.P.
31. Cambodian money
32. *Kelly's ex

33. Convex molding
34. Adam and Mae
36. Ragtime turkey dance
38. *Jon Stewart's 
successor
42. Fresh Prince: "____ 
ya later!"
45. In a pleasant manner
49. *Where some James 
Corden segments are set
51. *Former "Weekend 
Update" host
54. *Appliance on 
Rachael Ray' Show set
56. "____ ____ me, then 
who?"
57. Pointy part of a tooth
58. Nobel Peace Prize 
capital
59. Hula feast
60. Quilter's stuffing
61. German Mrs.
62. Not in use
63. Edible fat
64. Hitler's Deputy
67. Go for the bull's eye

pool play. The girls faced-
off against Rockford in 
the later game, as well as 
the quarterfinals where 
the Arrows went in fourth 
seed. Lowell fell to the 
Rams on both occasions 
with a final tally of 16-
25, 25-22 and 12-15 in the 
quarterfinals.

The strong showing 
among some of the area’s 
elite was yet another 
sign that the success this 
season might hold for the 
team. With just Northview 
remaining on their first 
OK White rotation, the 
team will have to forge 

Volleyball, 
continued

through the conference 
again in the coming weeks 
before taking their shot at 
the postseason. “This team 
has been motivated from 
the start of the season and 
the goal is to finish our 
conference play strong and 
head into the postseason 
with some momentum to 
make a run at it,” explained 
Drake. “This group wants 
to leave their impact on 
Lowell volleyball and 
create a tradition of success 
for future years to come.”

Lowell will compete in 
the St. Johns Invitational on 
Saturday at 8 am. 
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Way To 
Go
Red 

Arrows!

Union Bank’s excellent certi�cate of deposit (CD) rates will provide

you with steady growth you can rely on! Put your CD on repeat for

15 months at a rate of 2.27% APY or for 36 months at a rate of 2.68% APY*. 

Stop into the Ada branch or give us a call 
at (616) 682-0900 to learn more about 
our excellent CD rates! 

UBmich.com
523 Ada Drive SE 
Suite 102
Ada, MI 49301

*$500 minimum deposit required to open account. Penalty for early withdrawals. Class Act Club CD bump is not eligible for 
advertised promotional rates. Advertised Annual Percentage Yields (APY) are as of August 1, 2018 and are subject to change.

The CD You Want
in Your Collection

Member FDIC

NOTICE
TO THE QUALIFIED
RESIDENTS OF THE 

CITY OF LOWELL
COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

THE LAST DAY FOR RECEIVING 
REGISTRATIONS FOR THE 

GENERAL ELECTION
WILL BE

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2018

TAKE NOTICE that any qualified elector of the 
City of Lowell, County of Kent, Michigan, who 
is not already registered, may register to vote 
at the office of the City of Lowell (301 E. Main 
Street), the office of the County Clerk, office 
of the Secretary of State or at the office of a 
designated State Agency during their regular 
business hours.  To register by mail, call your 
County Clerk or Local Clerk.  This is a General 
Election.
 
Qualifications to register of vote:
 Citizen of the United States 

 At least 18 years of age on or before  
 October 9, 2018

 Resident of the City of Lowell, Kent   
 County

Only registrations received on or before 
October 9, 2018 will qualify persons to vote in 
the General Election.

      
Susan Ullery

City Clerk

Lowell High School 
has announced that Kelly 
Kroll, 12th grade, and 
Meghan Meyer, 11th 
grade, are the Lowell 
High School September 
Students of the Month. 
In order to be eligible 
for this honor a student 
must be nominated 

by a department. All 
the nomination forms 
for the month are then 
reviewed and voted on at 
the monthly department 
chair meeting. Students 
are selected based on 
academic achievement, 
character, and work ethic. 
There are 1,200 students 

LHS Students of the Month for Sept.
eligible for nomination, 
so this is quite an 
accomplishment for Kelly 
and Meghan. The students 
receive a $20 movie gift 
card and a certificate.

Kroll was nominated 
by Chaye Klomparens 
and Tammi Dent and 
they write, “Kelly is a 

LHS rockstar! 
Not only is she 
our hard working 
senior class 
president, she is 
also a member of 
Youth Advisory 
Council, NHS, 
and Interact. Kelly 
truly believes in 
making her school 
and the Lowell 
community a 
better place. On 
top of that she 
is an amazing 
Spanish student. 
Kelly is currently 
taking AP Spanish 

where she shines as a 
leader in the classroom. 
She took advantage of 
several opportunities this 
summer to connect with 
the Spanish language and 
culture in our area and her 
confidence shines when 
she is communicating 
completely in Spanish 

with her classmates and 
her enthusiasm just helps 
motivate all her peers.”

Jon Bieneman 
nominated Meyer and 
he writes, “Meghan is a 
young lady that I have 
had the opportunity to see 
in the classroom, around 
the school building and 
on the athletic 
court. It doesn’t 
matter where 
you happen to 
run into Meghan; 
what you will 
see is the true 
definition of 
a Lowell Red 
Arrow. She is a 
tireless worker 
who excels in 
the classroom, as 
well as outside 
of it. I routinely 
found her doing 
extra work above 
and beyond the 
requirements to 
make sure she is prepared. 
Her attitude and demeanor 
is always upbeat and 
positive leading her peers 
to feel comfortable asking 
for help and following 
her leadership. I cannot 
tell you how many times 
I have witnessed her 
working together with 
students in the classroom 
in a very positive and 
productive way. Outside 
of the classroom, I have 
seen Meghan helping 
other students get round 
our building, being a great 
teammate and being a 
positive ambassador for 
our school and district. 

Kelly KrollMeghan Meyer

Meghan is an outstanding 
person who is a valuable 
part of our school 
community. She is very 
deserving of the title ‘LHS 
Student of the Month’.” 

Librarians save l ives by 
handing the right book at 

the right t ime to a
kid in need.

~ Judy Blume

BROCHURES

CALENDARS
BUSINESS
CARDS

BANNERS
BUSINESS FORMS

FLYERS

Call us for a quote today!
897-9261

Are you in need of...

ENVELOPES
LETTERHEAD
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