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Bringing country music 
of the deep south to the 
east side of the Flat River 
last Thursday evening were 
The Bootstrap Boys. Nearly 
1,000 concertgoers enjoyed 
the eighth Sizzlin’ Summer 
Concert of the season.

Kicking off with a crowd-
pleasing track from the 
legendary Johnny Cash, the 
Grand Rapids based four-
piece band got things started. 
Influenced by the sound of 
the genres’ past, as opposed 
to its newer contemporary 
vibe, The Boot Strap Boys 
echo the voices of “outlaw” 
country which boasts the 
likes of Waylon Jennings, 
George Jones and their set 
opener Cash. 

Already a veteran of the 
local rock music scene, band 
originator and lead singer Big 
Jake Bootstrap approached 
friends about forming a new 
band back in 2015. Met with 
a series of resounding yeses, 
The Bootstrap Boys quickly 
formed and have since 
enjoyed local and regional 
success touring from the top 
of Michigan to the bottom 
of Tennessee. They roll to 
their destinations inside 
the classic RV they call the 
“Delta Dawn” after the 1972 
track by old-school country 
diva Tanya Tucker. 

Nearly 1,000
concertgoers enjoy The Bootstrap Boys

Crafting the band’s 
original songs, Bootstrap is 
joined on stage by Nicky, 
Clyde and Jeff Bootstrap.  
They have released two 
albums, their latest release 
“All Boots Aboard” netted 
them an award for Best 
Roots/Revival Album of the 
Year at the WYCE Jammies. 

Music lovers enjoyed the concert from the lawn and the river surrounding the outdoor stage.

This Thursday welcomes 
the Thirsty Perch Blues Band 
to the stage of the historic 
Lowell Showboat. Another 
award-winning band, Thirsty 
Perch Blues Band, one of 
the best blues bands in the 
region, has pumped out four 
albums since 2009. 

The Lowell Showboat 
Sizzlin’ Summer Concert 
Series is presented by 
LowellArts and The 
Lowell Area Chamber of 
Commerce. The weekly 
concert, every Thursday 
evening from 7-9 pm, is 
held along the Riverwalk 

Plaza in downtown Lowell. 
They are free for all to 
attend. Both bleacher and 
lawn seating are available. 
Food, beverages and adult 
beverages are available for 
purchase on site. The event 
is handicap accessible.

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Former Lowell residents 
James and Rosetta Burroughs 
were the grandparents of 
adding machine inventor 
William Seward Burroughs 
and the great-grandparents 
of Beat Generation novelist 
William S. Burroughs. 
Their remains are buried at 
Fox’s Corner Cemetery in 
Vergennes Twp. Only James’ 
grave is still partially visible. 
However, it has toppled 
over and is disappearing 
into the dirt and grass of the 
graveyard.

James C. Burroughs was 
born in Hunterdon County, 
NJ in 1801. He moved to 
the Finger Lakes region of 
upstate New York in 1816 
when his father purchased 
some land in Romulus, 
NY. James married Rosetta 
E. Tuthill in Seneca Falls, 
NY on Jan 13, 1836. In 
1846, James, Rosetta and 

Remnants of Vergennes pioneers lingering
their young family moved 
to Michigan, eventually 
settling on 75 acres along the 
Flat River in Vergennes Twp 
in 1848. James was a farmer, 
he built a grist mill and a 
dam on the Flat River and he 
was one of the founders of 
the Lowell National Bank. 
After James died on Oct. 
31, 1865, Rosetta moved 
to Auburn, NY to live with 
one of her sons; she died in 
January 1900. Meanwhile, 
her mechanically and 
mathematically-inclined 
grandson William was 
working as a clerk in the 
Cayuga County National 
Bank. It was during this time 
that he came up with the 
idea for the adding machine. 
Unfortunately, William was 
unhealthy throughout his 
short life; he died on Sept. 
14, 1898 at age 41 and never 
got to enjoy the wealth his 
inventions would generate. 

The Burroughs Adding 
Machine Co. became the 
most successful office 
machines company in the US. 
The Burroughs Co. existed 
until 1986 when it merged 
with Sperry UNIVAC 
and became Unisys. This 
company still manufactures 
computer hardware and 
software today.

William S. Burroughs was 
born in St. Louis on Feb. 5, 
1914. He grew up to become 
one of the leading figures of 
the Beat Generation. Other 
notable “beatniks” included 
poets Allen Ginsberg, Diane 
DiPrima, Amiri Baraka and 
Gregory Corso; comedians 
Lenny Bruce, Del Close 
and Mort Sahl; authors 
Jack Kerouac and John 
Clellon Holmes; and artists 
Jackson Pollock, Willem de 
Kooning and Franz Kline. 

Burroughs, continued, page 3
The headstone of Vergennes Twp. pioneer 

James C. Burroughs is still partially visible.
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Compassionate, 
Experienced, Effective 
Legal Representation

307 East Main Street
Lowell, MI 49331

616-897-5460

Specialties Include:

Wills & Trusts
Work Related Injuries

Employment Discrimination

Noreen K. Myers
Attorney at Law

Semone at (651) 246-0673, or

H FREEH H H
GED Preparation, High School Diploma,

& English as a Second Language

Sparta Adult
Education

PUBLIC GED Session - Tuesdays & Thursdays 8-10am
ALPHA Clients GED Session - Wednesdays 10am-1pm

ALPHA Clients ESL & GED Session - Thursdays 10am - 4pm
On Site and Online Classes

**ENROLLING NOW**
Call today to register: (616) 887-7321

VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP 

VOTERS
NOTICE

The Vergennes Township Clerk’s office 
will be open to administer Absentee Ballot 
requests for the August 7th Primary Election 
on Saturday, August 4, 2018, from Noon to 
2 pm.

Heather Hoffman
Vergennes Township Clerk

CITY OF 
LOWELL

PUBLIC NOTICE
ABSENTEE VOTER INFORMATION

The City Clerk will be available at the Lowell 
City Hall, 301 East Main Street on Saturday, 
August 4th from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for any 
registered voter in the City of Lowell who would 
like to apply for or return an absentee voters 
ballot for the August 7, 2018 Primary Election.

Susan Ullery
City Clerk

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

After 15 years of guiding 
Red Arrows toward their 
futures, Lowell High School 
principal Amy Pallo has left 
her position after submitting 
a resignation letter last 
week. She will become the 
principal at another high 
school.

Pallo has been with Lowell 
Area Schools since 2003 
when she was the first to head 
up the freshman center. “I 
was fortunate enough to start 
in Lowell as the assistant 
principal in charge of the 
freshman center when the 
freshman center opened. I 
had the privilege of working 
as the assistant principal for 
nine years and then the high 
school principal job opened 
up. I have held that role for 
six years and have enjoyed 
every minute of it.”

Pallo said she felt like a 
part of the team from the get-
go with a goal shared by all of 
the administrators, teachers 
and staff at LHS. “We are all 
invested in helping kids and 
this is only accomplished 
through working together. 
We are so lucky to have a 
superintendent that fosters 
this environment and 
people that genuinely care 
about each other. Leaving 

Lowell High principal resigns for new opportunity
the people in Lowell is the 
hardest part for me,” said 
Pallo.

Pallo gives much credit 
to the community for what 
has been accomplished 
during her tenure. “My 
main goal when starting as 
the high school principal, 
was to create a place where 
kids, staff and families 
felt connected and valued. 
I wanted our school to 
shine and wanted people 
to know how great Lowell 
Area Schools truly are. I 
hope I accomplished this. I 
know Lowell Area Schools 
are highly respected for 
the caliber of students we 
have, the dedicated staff 
that fill our schools and 
the amazingly supportive 
community. I am not sure I 
had much to do with that, but 
it has been a wonderful thing 
to be a part of!”

Over her years at the helm 
Pallo said that much has 
changed, but nothing more 
than the state of education 
itself, a challenge her staff 
has always handled well. 
“The state mandates and 
the numerous hurdles that 
we continue to be handed 
have changed education in 
many ways. But, teachers 
still know what is best for 

kids and they continue to 
deliver quality instruction. 
I have such admiration for 
how staff handle the constant 
change and always do what 
is right for kids.”

Embarking on a new 
journey in the fall, Pallo 
said she is mournful for the 
change but also optimistic 
about what lies ahead. “I will 
be taking on a new principal 
position at another district. 
This position allows me to 
live and work in the same 
community, which I am 
really excited about. I have 
learned so much through my 
time as the LHS principal 
and I feel ready for a new 
challenge,” she explained. 
Going on to describe 
what she will miss most, 
“Lowell has so many truly 
dedicated individuals that 
will do whatever they can 
to help kids! I have so many 
examples of this and they 
do it all without wanting a 
single ounce of recognition. 
They do it because it is 
right and good for kids. The 
sense of community and the 
support that is given to the 
schools is second to none.”

Having spent most of 
her professional career in 
Lowell, Pallo said she will 
take many things she learned 
as a Red Arrow with her on 
her new pursuit. Having 
many things to be proud 

of, Pallo had difficulty 
naming just a few, but ended 
with a sentiment noted by 
many. “LHS has received 
an incredible amount of 
accolades over the years. 
From an award winning 
Model UN program, to top-
notch athletics, music and 
theater programs, to service 

learning programs for both 
9th and 12th graders, all 
have resulted in so much 
pride. But I think the thing 
that I am most proud of is 
the comment we continue to 
get from all kinds of people, 
including substitutes, 
visitors and guests. Lowell 
kids are the nicest and most 
caring kids they have ever 
met. They open doors, look 
you in the eye and treat you 
with respect,” said Pallo with 

evident pride. “I think that 
is the greatest compliment 
anyone can give.”

“Mrs. Pallo has loyally 
served our district for the past 
fifteen years,” said Lowell 
Area Schools superintendent 
Greg Pratt. “Her passion for 
working with students and 
her continued dedication to 
improving the high school 
programing will be missed. 
We wish her success in her 
new endeavors.”

Pallo presiding over the graduation ceremony of the Lowell High School 
class of 2018.
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 LOWELL AREA 
COMMUNITY FUND 
ACCEPTS GRANT 

PROPOSALS 
To be considered, all proposals 

must be submitted online by  
August 17, 2018. 

 

Visit www.grfoundation.org/lowell 
to submit your application.  

 

The Lowell Area Community Fund, a fund of the 
Grand Rapids Community Foundation, awards grants 
to tax-exempt, nonprofit charitable organizations that 
have an impact in the Lowell Area. The LACF funds 
innovative projects or programs that encourage 
community cooperation.  

F r e e  O u t d o o r  C o n c e r t  S e r i e s

DDA

LEAD SPONSORS

Concerts are family-friendly and wheelchair accessible. 
Bleacher seating is available, or bring your own chair.

Thursdays at 7pm on the Riverwalk Plaza 
by the Flat River in downtown Lowell

*Instead, visit the Kent County Youth Fair August 6-11, 
and enjoy free music concerts in the Entertainment Tent 
most nights beginning at 7pm. More info at www.kcyf.org.

PRESENTED BY LOWELLARTS AND THE 
LOWELL AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

JUNE 14–AUGUST 23, 2018

UPCOMING CONCERTS
August 2
The Thirsty Perch Blues Band
August 9*
No concert at the Riverwalk Plaza

August 16
Luke Winslow-King
August 23
May Erlewine and The Motivations

SAVE THE DATES!
September 15 & 16
Fallasburg Arts Festival
Presented by LowellArts

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, October 13
Lowell Harvest Celebration 
Presented by the Lowell Area 
Chamber of Commerce

Burroughs’ novels were 
basically science fiction, 
but with far more graphic 
language and concepts than 
one normally encounters 
in that genre. He was 
occasionally a controversial 
figure. For example, his 
most famous novel, “Naked 
Lunch,” was banned from 
publication in the US until 
the Massachusetts Supreme 
Court officially declared 
it “not obscene” in 1966. 
There was also the time in 
1951 when he accidentally 
shot his wife, Joan Vollmer-
Burroughs, in the head while 
drunkenly attempting “our 
William Tell act.” Burroughs 
had a long literary career, 
eventually publishing 18 
novels, including “Junkie,” 
“Queer,” “The Ticket That 
Exploded,” “Nova Express,” 
and “Cities of the Red 
Night.” He also dabbled 
in visual arts (blasting a 
shotgun at cans of spray 
paint suspended in front of a 
canvas), appeared in a Nike 
commercial, acted in several 
movies and made recordings 
with musicians like Kurt 
Cobain, Lou Reed, David 
Bowie, Tom Waits and Patti 
Smith. At least two famous 
rock bands, Steely Dan and 
the Soft Machine, took their 
names from Burroughs’ 
work.

There are a couple 
remnants of the Burroughs 
name lingering around the 
part of Vergennes Twp. 
where James had his farm in 
the 1800s. Burroughs Street 
runs east/west between 
Lincoln Lake Ave. and Flat 
River Dr., and the Burroughs 
Dam still exists.

Burroughs, continued

Beat Generation novelist William S. Burroughs.

Burroughs Street and Burroughs Dam still exist 
in Vergennes Twp.

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Lowell High School’s new 
head football coach has some 
mighty big shoes to fill.

“I’ve heard that statement 
a lot, ‘It’s big shoes to fill,’ 
but as those shoes grew, I 
learned a lot from him,” 
said Juston Miller of his 
predecessor, Noel Dean. 
“It’s been a lot of fun; I think 
it’s an exciting challenge.”

Having worked along-
side Dean since 2003, Miller 
is not some newbie off the 
street who has no idea what 
is going on with Lowell’s 
football team. Miller is also 
the head of the school’s 
‘Health and Physical 
Athletics’ department and 
has been the varsity baseball 
coach for the last 14 seasons.

“Noel Dean and I taught 
and worked together for 13 
years,” Miller said. “From 
him I learned about the 
importance of evolving as 
times change and not doing 
the same thing every year 
just because it’s comfortable. 
We had great synergy with 
all of our different athletic 
programs while Noel was 
here, so as coaches in all 
the different areas, we were 
taught many times about 
things that were working and 
things that we could apply 
to our own programs. We 
always talked to each other; 
us varsity coaches would 
kind of just bounce things 
off each other.”

Miller has been coaching 
since he was a teenager and 

New football coach ready 
for “exciting challenge”

has earned 
a master’s 
degree in 
educa t i ona l 
l e a d e r s h i p 
from Grand 
Valley State 
U n i v e r s i t y. 
He said his 
b a c k g r o u n d 
in athletics 
and education 
made him the 
perfect choice 
for the football 
c o a c h i n g 
position.

“My athletic 
b a c k g r o u n d 
gives me 
the ability to have another 
platform to educate and 
help young men grow,” 
Miller said. “I teach physical 
education at the high school, 
gym classes and weight 
training classes. I’m also the 
department head of health up 
there. It affects our future. 
I just think the impact that 
you can have on a person is 
much more than any kind of 
economic benefit. Teachers 
and coaches can share 
experiences and help them 
learn how they’re growing 
through a very emotional 
time. Hopefully your 
effect is more positive than 
negative.”

As the father of two boys, 
Miller spends much of his 
free time involved with 
sports.

“I have two kids, both 
boys,” Miller said. “Knoxton 

is seven, he’s going to be 
a first grader at Alto and 
Brogan is one and a half. 
They like to be active. I enjoy 
sports and anything around 
being physically active. I 
like to be around my family. 
My son is into hockey, so we 
follow his team around. We 
also like hanging out with 
our friends.”

Miller has not planned any 
huge changes in the football 
program, no weird, secret 
plays or anything.

“Right now we’re getting 
things organized and getting 
ready to move,” Miller said. 
“We start, obviously, just 
here in a couple weeks when 
they’ll enter camp. We’re 
just excited to see what this 
team is going to do. I hope 
they enjoy staying on focus. 
We’re trying to build young, 
successful men. Thank you 
for the opportunity.”
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Paid for by Daniel Oesch for State Senate

Dan Oesch:
•Will Fix the Roads without 
Tax Increases

•Supports Eliminating 
Income & Pension Taxes

•Will Always Support the 

2nd Amendment

•Will Work to Reform 
  No-Fault

•Is Committed to Economic 
Development

•Is Pro-Life

“Principles over Politics”

Chris Afendoulis:
•Voted to Increase the Gas 
Tax (HB 4738)

•Voted Against Lowering 
Taxes (HB 4001)*

•Voted Against the 2nd 
Amendment (HB 4419)*

•Voted Against No-Fault 
Reform (HB 5013)*

*Indicates Voting with Democrat Winnie Brinks

“Stop Afendoulis from 
taking Michigan to the 

Cleaners!”

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Flat River Outreach 
Ministries has once 
again donated hundreds 
of free backpacks and 
school supplies to local 
school children. After 
overwhelming demand, the 
program is already closed for 
the season.

“FROM’s backpack 
distribution program 
provides backpacks and 
school specific supplies to 
families with school aged 
children living in the Lowell 
Area Schools district,” said 
Patricia Murray, FROM’s 
program director. “Families 
must register ahead of time. 
This year we wanted to try 
something new and offered 
an online registration option. 
The online registration was 
so well received that we 
increased our capacity to 
400 children and quickly 
reached that number. At this 
time backpack registration is 
closed, but if a family living 
in the Lowell Area Schools 
district is unable to provide a 
backpack for their children, 
they can contact FROM at 
616-897-8260.”

Overwhelming demand 
for FROM’s backpack 
distribution & haircuts

“This year we have 
received donations 
from the community, 
Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church and Amway to 
help fund this program,” 
said Amanda Haberlein, 
FROM’s marketing and 
communications director. 
“Lowell Family Chiropractic 
was also offering incentives 
for those who donated 
backpacks and supplies 
through their location.”

“Last year we distributed 
311 backpacks,” Murray 
said.

“FROM feels it’s important 
to help children start their 
school year off right by 
having all the supplies they 
need,” said FROM executive 
director Dawn Broene. 
“When children have the 
supplies they need it helps 
everyone; teachers can 
focus on teaching instead 
of scrambling for supplies 
for those who may not have 
it, students can focus on 
learning instead of feeling 
left out and families can 
focus their ‘back to school’ 
funds on other necessities. 
We also know that a number 

of dedicated teachers and 
school personnel end up 
using their own money 
to purchase items for the 
classroom and for students 
and we want those teachers to 
feel less responsibility to do 
so. FROM feels backpacks 
and school supplies are a 
great way to help our whole 
community.”

Backpack distribution for 
those who signed up will 
take place on Aug. 7 and 
Aug. 14 from 1 until 6 pm. 
The kids can also get a free 
haircut while they’re picking 
up their backpacks.

“Great Clips is again 
offering haircuts during 
the FROM backpack 
distribution,” Murray said. 
“All of these appointments 
are made ahead of time and 
the slots are all currently 
filled.”

For more information 
about Flat River Outreach 
Ministries, call 616-897-
8260 or visit fromlowell.org
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viewpoint

Looking Back,  continued, page 6

CITY OF LOWELL
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO 
CONSIDER THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
A BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY AND TO DESIGNATE THE 
BOUNDARIES OF A BROWNFIELD 
REDEVELOPMENT ZONE

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the City 
Council of the City of Lowell will hold a public 
hearing to consider the establishment of a 
brownfield redevelopment authority and to 
designate the boundaries of a brownfield 
redevelopment zone pursuant to the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Financing Act, Act 381 of the 
Public Acts of Michigan of 1996, as amended 
(“Act 381”).

 The proposed boundaries of the brownfield 
redevelopment zone would include all of the 
property within the jurisdictional limits of the 
City.

 TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the public 
hearing will be held at 7:00 p.m., local time, on 
Monday, August 20th  2018, in the City Hall, 310 
E. Main Street in the City of Lowell, Kent County, 
Michigan, at which time any resident, taxpayer, 
official from a taxing jurisdiction whose millage 
may be subject to capture under a brownfield 
plan as defined in Act 381, or property owner 
within the City will be given the opportunity to 
be heard regarding the establishment of the 
brownfield redevelopment authority and the 
designation of the boundaries of the proposed 
brownfield redevelopment zone.
       

Susan Ullery
City Clerk

125 years ago
Lowell Journal
August 2, 1893

The Editor has very kindly noticed the fact that the 
Lowell District Fair will be held October 4 to 7, 1898. 
Don’t forget the date, or, that our ground is pleasantly 
and beautifully situated just outside the corporate 
limits of our beautiful and thriving Village. The principal 
part of the ground is on a clean level fla- , bounded 
on the West and N. W. Flat River, along the East and 
S. E. side—extending nearly the entire length —is 
an elevation of 15 or 20 feet, from which one can 
have a fine view of the whole grounds. Our buildings, 
consisting of an Art, Vegetable, Poultry, Mechanic and 
Dining Halls, Grand and Judges stands, and other 
smaller buildings, seventy large box and forty open 
stalls for horses, about one hundred for cattle, about 
three hundred feet of pens for sheep and swine. All 
these are well covered, clean and airy, and so situated 
that the drainage is perfect. In fact the accommodations 
are first class, and in point of location, there is no 
better in the state, being clean, sightly, and convenient 
to the town, as it is only one-half mile from Main street; 
our water supply is pure and abundant. In point of 
officials, our President, Chas. McCarty, is a hummer 
and will spare no time or money to make our Fair a 
success. D. G. Look, our Treasurer, is alive and takes 
great interest in the association. The Directors, W. H. 
Murphy, E. R. Collar. Geo. H. Force, C. Bergin, W. S. 
Winegar, G. W. Parker, A. J. Howk, L. H. Hunt and R. 
Quick, are no less energetic and the right men in the 
right place. In truth the association is composed of men 
of push and enterprise. F. D. Eddy, County Clerk and 
ex-Secretary of the association, is now (as in the past) 
rendering the society great service. It is the purpose 
of the association to spare no pains to put everything 
in first class shape for the Fair on the above dates. 
A.J. Howk, chairman of the track committee will see 
to it that the lovers of sport on a good track will have 
no reason to complain. Our track is perfect in shape 
and with a little repair will merit the praise it received 
last fall from Geo. Roberts and other good drivers. 
I desire to particularly call your attention to our new 
and elegant Premium List, differing materially from 
most others, in the revision of which the committee 
has dropped out many articles and given much better 
premiums on others. Our specials far exceed any 
year before. Some of our races are very novel and 
will be very interesting and amusing. The outlook for 
good exhibits this fall is truly encouraging, even at this 
early date much of the space in the Art Hall is already 
engaged and our premium list is being called for every 
day. Next week I will give a short sketch of the horse 
interest in and about Lowell. 

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

August 1, 1918
A meeting was held at the home of Mrs. N. C. 

Ransford Friday afternoon to arrange for the Woman 
Suffrage campaign work for Lowell. The women plan 
to have petitions circulated and signed by women of 
voting age, asking the men to vote for the suffrage 
amendment that is to come up at the November 
election. Mrs. Huntley Russell, 5th Congressional 
district chairman; Mrs. Wm. VanDam and Mrs. Guy 
M. Davis, county chairman, all of Grand Rapids were 
there to start the organization of the work. Mrs. W. L. 
Stowell was chosen for chairman for Lowell, and Mrs. 
Charles Kyser for the township outside.

Rye crop burned, 250 bushels lost and threshing 
machine gutted. Fire destroyed about 250 bushels of 
rye belonging to Seward Aldrich at 7 p. m., Monday and 
at the same time a separator belonging to Aussieker & 
Anderson (John and Harry) was gutted and rendered 
of little value. Threshing was in progress in the 30-acre 
field formerly the old fair ground but now the property 
of Seward Aldrich, when a spark from the engine set 
fire to one of the stacks. No water was at hand, the 
tank being away after water and the flames spread so 
rapidly that nothing could be done to stop them. Part 
of the grain had been threshed and removed and a 
part stood in shocks in the field, so that only about half 
of the crop is lost. The fire was due to the brisk wind 
and the fact that the smoke slack screen was not in 
use.

A large delegation of Lowell business men and their 
families motored to Lake Odessa Friday to participate 
in the Merchant’s Mutual Benefit Association in the 
park by the lake. After a bountiful basket picnic dinner, 
an excellent program of band music and speeches 
was enjoyed and a business session was held. An 
invitation extended by R. Van Dyke in behalf of the 
Lowell Board of Trade to hold the next meeting in 
Lowell, was accepted, meeting due to be held the 
latter part of August. About 5 o’clock, when many were 
enjoying bathing in the lake, a violent but brief wind 
and rain storm scattered the company in their various 
homeward ways. A strange feature of the storm was 
that the grove seemed to be on the extreme edge of 
the storm, and while the water ran down the hills in 
rivulets there, the dust was flying in the streets of the 
village before the visitors got out of town.

75 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

August 5, 1943
William Christiansen will expand his frozen food 

locker business, and to that end has purchased the 
Valda Watts’ cement block building in Alto, adjoining 
the bank, and by the coming of October expects to 
have upwards of 300 lockers installed therein. 

The service men’s honor roll at the City Hall now 
contains a total of 419 names of men in various 
branches of service from Lowell and neighboring 
vicinities. Names are still coming in and these will be 
added soon as possible. Names not yet listed should 
be reported at once to Wm. Christiansen, Lowell, 
Mich.

The Frank Keiser family are mourning the death 
of their dog, Teddy, who was found in front of their 
home Monday morning, where he had been hit by a 
car. Teddy was 14 years old and had been a familiar 
sight on Main St. for many years. 

A. R. Smith, who is working six 10-hour days 
a week in a Flint war plant and on top of that puts 
in an additional day each week in his nursery here, 
is probably wearing an ‘E’ Merit badge which was 
awarded him for six months’ continuous service 
without missing a single day. Mr. Smith works on solid 
sliver bearings for war planes.

A newly painted sign on the store window at 209 E. 
Main St. reads: “The American Line, Sprayers, Poultry 

Equipment, Wholesale Only.” Clint Hall, proprietor, is 
now carrying on his business at this new location, both 
the interior and exterior having been brightened up 
with fresh paint.

The common council on Monday night passed a 
motion requiring all village firemen to take a physical 
examination twice a year. The examinations will be at 
the expense of the village. 

50 years ago
Lowell Ledger
August 1, 1968

Lowell has long been known as that “friendly little 
city on the river” where the Showboat is held each 
year.- judging from activity now going on, however, it 
may soon discard the word “little.” New construction 
of all sorts, involving more than $2,000,000, is 
presently underway or will be in the near future as 
the city witnesses unprecedented growth. In the first 
six months of this year, building permits for $300,150 
in construction of six new homes, a new apartment 
building and additions and remodeling were issued by 
City Manager Bernard C. Olson. Recently completed 
was the new Dog ‘N Suds Restaurant, designed and 
developed by Douglas Dok of Dok Realty, which has 
been the prime mover in new construction on the 
city’s west side. This week, highway and city officials 
witnessed crowd-breaking ceremonies for the new 
M-91 access road, a $457,000 project that will link 
Lowell with I-96. Soon to be started, following right-
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churchesarea

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

CHRIST-CENTERED, KINGDOM-FOCUSED HOMES

2275 West Main Street - (Barrier Free)
897-7168 -www.fbclowell.org

Pastor Jon Pickens, Lead Pastor
Andrew Bolkcom, Pastor of Discipleship

SUNDAY  WORSHIP.....9:30 am (Nursery provided)
SUNDAY School..............11:00 am (Nursery-Adult)
Awana (K-5 during school year) Wednesday, 6:15 pm

Middle & High School - Mon-school year•Wed,summer, 7 pm

First Congregational 
Church, UCC

865 Lincoln Lake SE • 616.897.5906
Pastor Jon Propper

Worship Service - Sundays 10 am
Lowell's Open Table - Thursdays 5 - 7 pm
Serving meals and providing fellowship

to the greater Lowell community

LOWELL UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

discover. grow. share
621 E. Main Street

897-5938
www.lowellumc.com • Barrier Free Entrance

Worship 
9 am - Traditional • 11 am - Contemporary

Kid's Crew 11:15 am
Sr. Pastor - Brad Brillhart

OPEN AND AFFIRMING
www.lowellucc.org

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street

                           897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

 Barrier-free entrance
SUNDAY WORSHIP...........................................9:30
Sunday School.................................................9:30
YOUTH GROUPS  (JR. & SR. HIGH)....................6:00 PM

Worship on the Riverwalk begins July 12 
Pastor Brad Brillhart

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

103 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service............. Sunday - 10:30 AM
Sunday School.................................. 9:15 am

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street

                           897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

 Barrier-free entrance
SUNDAY WORSHIP...........................................9:30
Sunday School.................................................9:30
YOUTH GROUPS  (JR. & SR. HIGH)....................6:00 PM

Worship on the Riverwalk begins July 12 
Pastor Brad Brillhart

CALVARY CHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Rev. Dr. Paul Mpindi PHD
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship......................10:00 am
Sunday School......................... 11:20 AM
Evening Worship........................6:00 PM

Nursery available at both services
Barrier-Free

happy
      birthday

St. Mary Catholic 
Church

402 Amity Street • 616-897-9820
Website: www.stmarylowell.com

Weekend Masses: Sat 5 pm; Sun 10:30 am
Confession: Saturdays 3-4:30 pm 

Prayer & Adoration: Wednesdays 8 am to 7 pm
Religious education for children to adults

With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 
Wayne A. Chritenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie
health
   -  angioedema

Call Today!
616-890-2348

Your Local Tree Care Experts
~ Tree & Shrub Fertilization
~ Disease & Insect Control
~ Pruning & Tree Removal
~ Stump Grinding
~ Fully Insured

 Card Shower forDoris (Myers) Canfield’s 99th BirthdayAugust 2nd
Cards can be sent to:120 S. Division, Lowell, MI 49331

I-94 to Exit 104 | 11177 Michigan Avenue | Battle Creek, MI 49014
Must be 21 or older. Tickets based on availability. Schedule subject to change.

DANE COOK • FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

TICKETS ON-SALE NOW
at the FireKeepers Box Office or FireKeepersCasino.com.

TIME TO RAISE THE CURTAIN

VINCE NEIL
OF MÖTLEY CRÜE
PERFORMING ALL THE
MÖTLEY CRÜE HITS

SATURDAY
AUGUST 18

of-way acquisition, is the Lincoln Lake-Hudson St. 
interceptor in the north end of the city. These two 
road projects, tied together with the new M-91 bridge 
over the Grand River, are considered key segments 
of the Kent County primary road system. In addition 
to projects a-building or on the drawing boards, the 
Lowell Chamber of Commerce has initiated a move to 
establish an industrial development site and presently 
is looking over several possible sites that would be 
geared to attract new industry to the area. A “little 
city?” Perhaps now . . . but not for long.

Six girls, chosen from a group of sixteen, face 
further tests of personality and charm on Wednesday 
before a panel of judges in a competition which will 
result in the choice of one of them as Queen of the 
Kent County 4-H Fair. The lucky miss will reign over 
the fair which is scheduled to take place in Lowell 
August 12-11. Selected as members of the queens 
court in an elimination contest Monday night were 
Carol Wittenbach of Lowell and Sandy VanderBoon 
of Ada. Both girls remain in the six from which the 
queen will be chosen. Jackie Shade of Lowell was 
also selected as a representative of her area for the 
contests.

25 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

August 4, 1993
Now that the water tower property has been 

purchased, citizens in Eastgate are worried the price of 
hooking up to the water line will go up. Township board 
member Carol Wieland was approached recently by 
an Eastgate resident concerning the proposed line. 
“The resident wanted to know if the cost of hooking up 
to the line would increase from $1,000 to $5,000 now 
that the property was bought and not donated,” said 

Angioedema is swelling caused by thick leakage 
from blood vessels into the surrounding skin and tissue. 
Angioedema can involve any part of the body, but is 
usually more pronounced around the eyes, lips, mouth, 
tongue, extremities and genitalia. The swelling may 
be accompanied by hives, which are more superficial, 
while angioedema affects the deeper layers of the skin.

Symptoms of angioedema include swelling, often 
around the eyes, lips and tongue, but possibly in any 
part of the body, including hands, feet and genitalia. 
Shortness of breath, dizziness and fainting may also 
occur and angioedema may be accompanied by 
abdominal pain from swelling of the intestinal tract. An 
itchy raised rash called urticaria (hives) can occur with 
allergic cases of angioedema.

Occasionally, more severe reactions may occur 
causing swelling of the airway and changes in blood 
pressure. This is a medical emergency and calling 911 
is recommended.

In many cases, angioedema occurs over minutes 
to hours and then resolves spontaneously. If the 
angioedema is from allergy, medications such as 
antihistamines and steroids may help with symptoms. If 
the angioedema becomes recurrent, the patient should 
be seen by an allergy/immunology specialist.

AUGUST 1
Barbara Callihan, 
Bailee Emelander.

AUGUST 2
Carolynn Kline.

AUGUST 3
Rebbecca Heinicke, 
Kelsey Brenk, 
Hillary Smith, Becky 
Lamberson.

AUGUST 4
Irene Willmarth, Scott 
VanDyke, Cody Bieri, 
Nick Tykocki, Thomas 
H. Mahalic, Joann 

Childs, Kayleigh 
VanKeulen.

AUGUST 5
Robin Abel, Stephen 
Martin Jr.

AUGUST 6
Jessie King, Kim 
Foster, Steven 
Vickers.

AUGUST 7
Barbara Wright, Don 
Grummet, Jaimi 
Smith, Steve Newell.

Looking Back, continued
Wieland. Township Supervisor John Timpson assured 
Wieland no increase was forth coming. “We set the 
$1,000 hook up fee from the beginning and there 
hasn’t been anything done to change that figure,” said 
Timpson. “We never stated the land needed for the 
water tower had to be donated.” According to Timpson 
the cost of the land was figured from the initial plans 
and the cost fell in line with the cost projections. “When 
we first figured the cost of building the water tower we 
set a cost of buying the land if it were not donated,” 
said Timpson. “We couldn’t get it donated but the cost 
was in the range we expected.” The water line is being 
run out to Eastgate, as well as the new High School, 
because the complex is served by well water and 
problems have occurred with some of the wells. 

college news
Meaghan K. Race, of Ada, was awarded Faculty Honors 

for the spring 2018 semester at Trinity College in Hartford, 
Connecticut. Faculty Honors are awarded to students with 
a semester GPA of at least 3.667 on four graded courses, 
with no individual grade below B- and no incomplete grades 
pending. 
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perseverance
A community fighting cancer

Throughout July the Lowell Ledger and the Buyer's Guide & News will once again highlight the stories of area cancer survivors 
and those who are dealing with grief. Each writer will convey, in their own words, their experiences as they walk through the 

many phases of their personal journey. 
~ All photos courtesy of Heather Eveland Photography

Harper’s story, 
continued, page 9

Through Harper's journey, we have learned so much 
about the importance of loving people, community and 
faith.

~ Stephanie Gallagher 

My name is Stephanie Gallagher. 
I am married to Chris Gallagher 
and we are the proud parents to the 
most incredible 3-year-old daughter, 
Harper. Chris and I were born 
and raised in Lowell and attended 
elementary, middle and high school 
in the Lowell public school system. 
Although we live outside of Lowell 
now, most of our family is still rooted 
in the Lowell community. We are 
very proud to be tied to the Lowell 
community and extremely grateful for 
Pink Arrow Pride.

Our personal journey with cancer 
began in August 2017. Our daughter 
started to become frequently ill, 
beginning with cold-like symptoms 
and then progressing to persistent 
vomiting. These symptoms were 
slightly concerning, but as most 
people with children know, they get 
sick. As the weeks went by, Harper’s 
health and physical well-being began 
to decline even more. Her bouts of 
being sick became more frequent 
and severe. In addition, we began to 
notice other physical declines such 
as her strength, coordination, vision 
and her ability to walk. Each of these 
symptoms came on very slowly and 
with time it became more obvious 
that something serious might be 
wrong with our little girl.

As the summer came to an end 
and turned into fall, we had Harper 
in and out of the pediatrician’s office 
for her illnesses more times than we 
can count. It seemed the most logical 
diagnosis was a viral infection. Harper 
has an incredible pediatrician, so we 
trusted his word and gave Harper as 
much love, affection and care as we 
could while she was home ill.

Harper’s symptoms began to 
worsen, so Chris and I began to doubt 
and question what might really be 
going on. We felt it must be something 

more than just a viral infection. With 
much hesitation and apprehension, I 
began to research other options. As I 
began to read the list of, “You should 
contact your doctor if you present the 
following symptoms,” my heart began 

Harper Joy Gallagher
to race and I became sick 
to my stomach. Harper 
literally marked every 
box. I immediately set 
up another appointment 
with her pediatrician. I 
was terrified to share 
the answer my research 
had led me to. Would 
her pediatrician think 
that I was just an over-
concerned and over-
reacting mother? Did I 
even want to say what 
my biggest fear might 
be? Thankfully, God 
has blessed us with a 
compassionate, intelligent 
and open-minded 
pediatrician. He patiently 
listened to every word I 
said through my tears as I 
shared my fears. He then 
explained that the next 
step would be to schedule 
Harper for an MRI. My 
husband and I agreed that 
we would do whatever 
needed to be done to find 
the reason for Harper’s 
health decline.

We scheduled Harper for 
an MRI, but unfortunately 
it would take two weeks to 
get her an appointment. 
Once we were home 
with Harper, she began 
to rapidly decline. She 
developed immensely 
painful headaches and 
was unable to eat or drink 
liquids without becoming 
sick. We knew we couldn’t wait 
two weeks for her scheduled MRI, 
so we decided to bring her into the 
emergency room at Helen DeVos 
Children’s Hospital. We met with 
nurses, residents and a physician 

before they agreed to give her an 
emergency CT scan. We waited 20 
minutes before the physician returned 
to share the most devastating news 
a parent can hear. He explained that 
Harper had a very large mass on her 

brain with severe hydrocephalus, 
which is a build-up of fluid in the 
cavities deep within the brain. Harper 
was admitted and immediately began 
medication to decrease the pressure 
on her brain.

On November 13, 2017, Harper 
was diagnosed with a brain tumor 
[juvenile pilocytic astrocytoma]. After 
receiving the news that our daughter 
had brain cancer, we learned she 
would be scheduled for a craniotomy 
that same week. During our week-
long stay at the hospital, our job was 
to keep Harper comfortable, become 
as informed and educated as possible 
and cover her with prayer. Many 
people ask how we survived that 
week waiting for Harper’s surgery. 
Our answer is simple: our savior, 
Jesus Christ. Psalm 62:1-2 states, “I 

am at rest in God alone. My salvation 
comes from him. He alone is my rock 
and my salvation, my stronghold. 
I will never be shaken.” Although 
our world may have felt as if it had 
experienced an earthquake, our faith 
never faltered. We faithfully declare 
God’s glory, love and miraculous 
grace. His presence is welcomed. 
We felt him move and still do.

Harper’s surgery began at 7:30 
am on November 17, 2017. The 
surgical team worked tirelessly for 
12.5 hours. By the grace of God, the 
neurosurgeon was able to remove 
the vast majority of the tumor. A 
small section of the tumor remains 
on Harper’s brain stem because it 
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Barb Brundage

perseverance
A community fighting cancer

All of us who have experienced the death 
of a spouse, child, sibling, parent or other 
loved one have found ourselves in a “club” 
we never wanted to join.  But the grief 
support group at Gilda’s Club offers an oasis 
in what sometimes feels like an ocean of grief 
– an intentional community of compassion, 
understanding and healing. 

I first went to Gilda’s Club in the fall of 
2016 with my husband, Max Aud.  He had 
been diagnosed with brain cancer (primary 
central nervous system B-cell lymphoma) in 
June 2016 after nearly six months of various 
treatments for what was originally thought to 
be autoimmune encephalitis (the “Brain on 
Fire” illness).  

We had just moved to Michigan from 
southern Illinois in September 2015 so Max 
could take over as the federal mediator for the 
Grand Rapids area.  After looking at several 
locations and school systems, we chose the 
Lowell area so our youngest daughter could 
start high school here.  The job and school 
transitions went better than we could have 
imagined.  Then everything turned upside 
down.

Max’s symptoms began suddenly around 
January 1, 2016, when he rapidly lost his 
short-term memory and became disoriented 
as to place and time.  During the next four 
months he underwent a battery of tests and 
was hospitalized several times for treatments.  
We would see some improvement, but then 
more symptoms would come up.  We made 
a trip to the Mayo Clinic in April for more 
tests, consultations and a treatment plan.  
Soon after we returned he began a hospital 
stay that would last over three months.  
When his MRI in June showed the affected 
area of his brain was growing in spite of 
the treatment, a brain biopsy was done that 
revealed the cancer.  

Max immediately started chemotherapy 
and through intensive inpatient and then 
outpatient rehabilitation, he had an amazing 
recovery from the point of being unable to 
walk or speak intelligibly, to regaining his 
ability to express himself verbally, to walk 
and even jog a little.  Throughout that time, 
as well as his earlier time in the hospital, we 
had so much love and support from family, 

some of whom came from their homes far 
away for extended stays.  We were able to 
trade shifts in the hospital to be with him and 
once he was back home he needed to have 
somebody nearby at all times, for safety as 
well as to engage him in ongoing rehab work.  

In a meeting in August with the rehab 
coordinator, to discuss goals and plans, Max 
said he would like to spend time with other 
people who were going through what he was 
dealing with and try to help.  That was so 
Max – in every aspect of his life and work, he 
focused on making things better for others.  
So that’s when we looked into the programs 
at Gilda’s Club.  

At that time Max’s brother Ken was 
staying with us full time to help care for 
Max and continue his rehab work one-on-
one.  The three of us went to the orientation 
meeting at Gilda’s Club in Lowell and 
started attending the cancer support group.  
What a wonderful group of people – so 
welcoming and encouraging.  Sharing about 

I’m so thankful to have landed in this community of 
Lowell and am so grateful for the strong community 
support for Gilda’s Club. 

~ Barb Brundage

Photo provided by Barb Brundage
what we were all going through, whether 
current or past treatment, being a caregiver 
or a person with cancer, was a great support.  
Even though Max was still having serious 
symptoms of disorientation and memory 
impairment, he was focused and engaged 
with the discussions and the group meetings 
were very meaningful for him.  Along with 
participating in the cancer group at Lowell, 
we (mostly Max and Ken) started attending 
yoga and exercise groups at the Grand Rapids 
Gilda’s Club.  Every day, if we didn’t have 
Max in outpatient rehabilitation, Ken would 
take him to one or more of the programs at 
Gilda’s or to the gym.  All those activities 
helped Max get stronger and kept him 

focused on recovery – and just as important, 
helped his caregivers keep fit and healthy.  

Into September 2016 the roller-coaster 
began again.  Test results led our oncologist 
to send us back to the Mayo Clinic for 
more evaluation and we returned with a 
new chemotherapy plan.  During the new 
treatment, some of Max’s gains held steady, 
but he gradually started having more visual 
impairment and balance problems over the 
next months.  At the end of December it 
became clear that the chemotherapy was 
having no further effect on the cancer.  We 
enrolled him in hospice care at home.  
Family and friends came again to be together 
and spend time with Max during the times 
that he was awake, which were dwindling.  
On January 13, 2017, just after sunrise, Max 
departed his earthly body.  We had 35 years 
together.  I miss him every day.

As all of us who loved Max have moved 
into this new reality of living without him, 
the people at Gilda’s Club have been an 

enormous source of support – truly a lifesaver.  
Before Max’s brother and sister-in-law 
returned to their home (they had been staying 
with us for several months to help care for 
Max) we all participated in the cancer group 
in Lowell and transitioned to attending the 
grief support group.  I continue to participate 
in that group nearly every week.  Without 
my companions at Gilda’s on this journey, I 
don’t know what I would have done.  They 
get it.  Whatever any of us may be feeling, 
somebody has 
been there.  
Talking with 
each other brings 
understanding, 
compassion, new 
insights, tears, 
laughter, and 
healing.  Some 
of us found our 
way to Gilda’s 
shortly after 
our loss; some 
started coming 
months or even 
years later.  All 
are welcome.  
There’s no 
judgment and no 
timeline on this 
grief journey.  
We don’t “get 
over” the loss of 
someone dear 
to us, but we 
keep living our 
lives and the 
circle of friends 
and supporters 
at Gilda’s helps 
immeasurably.  

I’m so thankful 
to have landed in 
this community 
of Lowell and 
am so grateful 
for the strong 

community support for Gilda’s Club – from 
the volunteers who provide meals and help 
with programs, to all those who contribute 
financially and otherwise to Gilda’s and Pink 
Arrow.  You make a difference!



page 9  wednesday • august • 1 •  2018

A community fighting cancer
perseverance

A community fighting cancer

Harper's story, continued
was too risky to remove. Attempting 

to remove the entire tumor could 
potentially cause many disabilities 
to Harper’s physical motor skills. 
Because some of the tumor remains, 
Harper receives MRIs every three 
months and meets with an oncologist 
in case of future growth.

Thankfully, Harper recovered 
from surgery very well. For 

several months after our stay at 
Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital, 
Harper received both inpatient and 
outpatient rehabilitation at Mary 
Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital. 
When we were admitted to Mary 
Free Bed, Harper could not lift 
her head independently. During 
our time with Mary Free Bed, 
Harper gained enough strength to 

eventually sit, stand, walk and even 
run independently again. Due to the 
placement of the tumor, Harper still 
has some physical weakness on her 
left side, but by the grace of God and 
through the hands of many wonderful 
therapists, she is an energetic and 
active three year old.

Through Harper’s journey, we have 
learned so much about the importance 

of loving people, community and 
faith. We are so incredibly grateful 
for our family, friends and the Lowell 
community. We thank Pink Arrow 
Pride and the Lowell community for 
the support you give to our family 
and families like ours.

The annual Pink Arrow Health Fair 
will be on Thursday, Aug. 16. Right now 
there is a nationwide blood shortage, so 
Michigan Blood will be sending three 
buses and donating $10 to Gilda’s Club 
for each pint donated during the event.

“There will actually be three blood 
buses and there will also be a bus 
from Spectrum Health giving free 
mammograms,” said Michigan Blood 
employee Kyle Graham. “We have to 
collect 100 pints in order for Gilda’s 
Club to earn the money that we’re going 
to contribute back. We are going to 
pay $10 for everybody that attempts to 
donate whether they’re deferred or not. 
If we have 130 people attempt to donate, 
we’re going to write Gilda’s Club a 
check for $1,300. Last year they hit 93, 
but in years before that they always hit 
100 or above. Just so you know, when 
they collected 93 last year I made sure to 
fight hard and we still paid Gilda’s. That 
[93] is a huge number, that alone saves 
279 lives, just from one blood drive. 
That’s a pretty good deal.”

Graham said there is currently a huge 
shortage of blood.

“It’s actually the largest shortage 
ever that we have known in the United 
States,” Graham said. “It’s really bad. 
There is no reason to pinpoint, we all 
just kind of have our opinions. Number 
one, people go on vacation which is very 
understandable, we all need vacation. At the 
same time, people are in the hospital that 
don’t get a vacation still need the blood. I kind 
of think it’s just one of those things where we 

are doing what we need for ourselves to kind 
of unwind and relax and not always thinking 
about people in distress. Personally, my wife 
just lost her best friend in a car accident 
and I just actually saw another accident the 
other day and the car accidents go up in the 
summertime. I guess it’s probably to do with 
drinking, but those people in real bad car 
accidents need even more blood. I could just 
go on and on about patients every day that 
just need blood. Unfortunately, the need for 
blood is never-ending.”

Each pint donated is separated into three 
components, red blood cells, plasma and 
platelets, so every pint saves three lives. It 

Thurs., Aug. 16 is the annual Pink Arrow Health Fair day

only takes about an hour to make a donation.
“It’s not something most people think 

about. I compare it to working out,” Graham 
said. “We can make excuses all day to not 
work out, not take care of ourselves, say ‘I’ll 
get to it later.’ It’s just the same with blood. 
We’re busy, we’ve got jobs, we’ve got kids, 

we’ve got vacations, but it only takes one 
hour to give one pint and that saves three 
lives. The biggest thing someone can do 
if they’re not eligible to donate is recruit 
someone who can. The number one reason 
people have never donated is because they’ve 
never been asked.”

There is an especially desperate need for O 
negative blood.

“O negative is the one universal blood, 
so that’s the most sought after just because 
it’s compatible with everybody,” Graham 
said. “O negative is the rarest blood type 
and O positive is the most common. We 
always need every blood type, but O 
negative is definitely the most sought after. 

The biggest thing someone can do if they’re not 
eligible to donate is recruit someone who can.

~ Kyle Graham

Unfortunately, the people with O negative 
just aren’t giving as much as the others, so 
that makes it even harder on the hospitals. 
They’re always doing promos and incentives 
for the O negative donors because if we get 
that stocked up it helps offset some of the 
times we’re not collecting the other blood 
types.”

Pink Arrow Pride and Gilda’s Club are 
only two of 
the many 
organizations 
that invite 
M i c h i g a n 
Blood buses 
to hold blood 
drives at their 
big, public 
events.

“ W e ’ v e 
been working 
with Pink 
A r r o w 
Pride and 
Gilda’s Club 
of Lowell 
for several 
y e a r s , ” 
Graham said. 
“Gilda’s Club 
is a great 

2018 GAME SCHEDULE
Friday	 8/24	 John Adams HS 	 Away	 7 pm

PINK ARROW GAME
Thursday	 8/30	 Rockford	 Home	 7 pm
Friday	 9/7	 Greenville	 Away	 7 pm
Friday	 9/14	 Zeeland West	 Away	 7 pm
Friday	 9/21	 FHN	 Home	 7 pm
Friday	 9/28 	 Ottawa Hills	 Away	 7 pm
Friday	 10/5	 Cedar Springs	 Away	 7 pm
Friday	 10/12	 FHC	 Home	 7 pm
Friday	 10/19	 Northview	 Home	 7 pm

organization. We actually do more than just 
this blood drive with Gilda’s Club, we work 
on LaughFest with them as well. They’re 
just another organization that we like to team 
up with because they’re such a great cause. 
Pink Arrow Pride speaks for itself. The 
community of Lowell took that on and just 
ran with it. They’ve raised so much money 
for people.”
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perseverance
A community fighting cancer

Pink Arrow Pride 2018
SAVE    THE    DATE

Thursday, August 30, 2018
Lowell hosts Rockford High School 
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by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Local artisans, educators, 
crafters and builders 
congregated at Lowell’s 
Impact Church last week 
to educate and inspire area 
youth during the church’s 
annual summer arts program 
“Exploration of the Arts” 
also known as “Summer Arts 
Explosion.”

Headed up and organized 
by Impact Church family 
member and Lowell Middle 
School teacher, Andrea 
Struckmeyer and a staff of 
dedicated volunteers, the 
summer day camp lasts four 
days and ends with an expo 
style showcase of the work 
created. Kids from first 
through ninth grade were 
able to select from a wide 
range of classes that allowed 
them to experience the arts 
first-hand.

The hands-on classes 
featured several options in 
woodworking, dance and 
painting, as well as unique 
alternatives like Silly 
Science, Rock Band, Stage 
Combat and Tie Dye. Local 
affiliated arts teachers, like 
Christy Spaulding, has been 
teaching each summer since 
the camp began. Calling 
teaching art to children “her 
jam,” Spaulding said her 
participation each year has 
been a great one. “I have been 
working at arts explosion 
since the very beginning, 
might be 9-10 years now. 
My overall experience was 
great as always. The kids are 
amazing!” 

Also utilizing her 
experience teaching Tots on 
Track for School (TOTS), 

Annual arts programs end in expo at Impact Church

Spaulding led sessions 
of mixed media acrylic 
painting and messy art, 
passing on her love and 
enjoyment of the arts along 
with her knowledge and 
learning something from the 
students along the way. “I 
learn something new every 
year. Be it something easy, 
like using art materials in a 
new way or something more 
complex and personal,” 
explained Spaulding. “The 
kids are helpful to each 
other and tolerant of others 
who may learn differently or 
have different behaviors than 
themselves. I love this!”

The low cost camp 
included a daily lunch. 
Photography, guerilla 
art, vocal and percussion 
ensemble, gardening, 
graphic design and movie 
making were offered as well. 

Members of the Summer Arts Explosion rock band practice on the Impact stage. (Photo by Taylor Lacic)

Art teacher Christy Spaulding introduces “Messy Art” at the summer day 
camp. (Photo by Avery Szymanski)

At the camp’s finale expo on 
Thursday evening students 
got the opportunity to show 
off their accomplishments. 
Complimentary rootbeer 
floats welcomed friends and 
family to view the works 
gallery style in the church’s 
hallways and performances 
were given inside the main 
worship space. 

This summer opportunity 
allows youth to dabble in 
the arts. It is focused on 
helping each person find the 
artistic gifts already inside 
them. They follow up with 
weekly sessions over the 
fall and winter depending 
on age group. These classes 
are for more in-depth 
learning and end in a dressed 
performance. Further 
information about these 
upcoming public classes will 
be available soon.

On July 29, 2018, the Kent County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to an accidental shooting at Boulder Ridge 
Wild Animal Park in Bowne Township. The victim, a 
current CPL holder, accidentally discharged a pistol 
striking himself in the leg. The incident was isolated to 
a single victim and no additional injuries were reported. 
The victim was transported to Butterworth Hospital by 
ambulance for treatment and his condition is unknown at 
the time of this release. The sheriff’s office will forward 
the information to the prosecutor’s office for review 
upon completion of the investigation.

Accidental 
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While you might be 
thinking about your next 
visit to the beach right now, 
with bird hunting season just 
around the corner, it’s a great 
time to plan your fall hunting 
trip.

“Preseason planning for 
your fall bird hunt can really 
pay off,” said Michigan 
Department of Natural 
Resources upland game 
bird specialist Al Stewart. 
“Michigan has millions of 
acres of huntable public land 
with excellent young forests 
that have made northern 
Michigan a destination for 
many.”

You can find tools to get 
started on planning your fall 
bird hunting trip right on 
your mobile device. GEMS 
and Mi-HUNT are two 
DNR-developed programs to 
help you build a public-land 
hunting itinerary. 

Nineteen GEMS (Grouse 
Enhanced Management 
Sites) in the northern 
Lower Peninsula and Upper 
Peninsula will be available 
to explore this fall. GEMS 
are large blocks of land 
managed for young forests, 

Bird hunting this fall? Plan now to try a new location
with winding hunter walking 
trails that provide added 
comfort to those unfamiliar 
with an area or those with 
mobility challenges.

Visit michigan.gov/gems 
for an interactive map, 
information about individual 
GEMS, custom maps and 
information about local 
businesses showing support 
by offering discounts.

Pick out a GEMS location 
or two you want to visit and 
use the GPS points or general 
directions and a county atlas 
to get a feel for the area.

Print off the detailed 
GEMS maps or save them to 
your phone for later use.

Drive to the informational 
parking area and get your 
bearings. At the kiosk, read 
about grouse and woodcock, 
timber activity and the acres 
of land outside the GEMS 
that you also could hunt 
later. Note the businesses 
(listed on the kiosk) that 
offer a great discount to 
GEMS hunters.

Start exploring!
Mi-HUNT is another 

option for hunters who 
already know the general 

area they’d like to hunt but 
want specific stand and road 
information. Visit michigan.
gov/mihunt to watch the 
tutorials that can help you 
use the mapping system to 
its full potential.

Michigan’s grouse season 
runs Sept. 15 to Nov. 14 and 
Dec. 1 to Jan. 1. Woodcock, 
a migratory bird, have an 
abbreviated season, Sept. 
22 to Nov. 5. To hunt grouse 
and woodcock in Michigan, 
hunters only need a base 
license. To target woodcock, 
a free woodcock stamp 
is required. Licenses and 
stamps may be purchased 
online at E-License or at one 
of the many license agents 
across the state.

Past ruffed grouse and 
small game surveys and 
reports are available to 
review.

Business owners interested 
in offering discounts to 
GEMS hunters may contact 
KEENK1@michigan.gov 
to find out how to become a 
GEMS business partner. 

For more information, 
contact Katie Keen at 989-
385-0336.

The Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources 
is committed to the 
conservation, protection, 
management, use and 
enjoyment of the state’s 
natural and cultural 
resources for current and 
future generations. For more 
information, go to www.
michigan.gov/DNR.

Hunters enjoy ruffed grouse season at the 
LeeGrande Ranch GEMS location.

A community fighting cancer
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ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

PUZZLE  
SOLUTIONS

obituaries

Kristin Johnson & Mark Johnson
6151 28th St. SE, Ste. 10, Grand Rapids

(616) 940-8181
MarkJohnsonAgency.com

COOPER
Joyce Marlene Cooper, 
age 83 of Lowell, passed 
away Wednesday, July 25, 
2018. She was preceded in 
death by her first husband, 
Douglas Cook; parents 
Alfred and Leanor Faulkner; 
and brothers Roger and 
Larry Faulkner. Joyce will 
be sadly missed by her 
husband of 38 years, Richard 
“Dick” Cooper; children 
Cathy (Bruce) Russ, Steve 
(Lori) Cook, Chris (Kevin) 
Kennedy, Cindy Scoby, Laura (John) Brower, Leonard 
(Sherrie) Cook, Richard (Denise) Cooper Jr., Timothy 
Cooper, Melissa (Dennis) Burl; 24 grandchildren; 36 
great-grandchildren; and 4 great-great-grandchildren. 
She was an avid gardener, quilter, camper and 
baker. Joyce retired from Forest Hills Public Schools 
Transportation Department after more than 30 years of 
employment. She also worked at Boulder Creek Golf 
Course and the Detroit Tigers Spring Training Camp 
in Lakeland, FL. A visitation was held Sunday, July 29; 
and a funeral Monday, July 30, at Roth-Gerst Chapel, 
Lowell. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may 
be made to the Fred and Lena Meijer Heart Center, C/O 
Spectrum Health Foundation, 100 Michigan Ave NE, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Tons of humanity’s 
garbage is floating around 
Earth’s oceans, disrupting 
wildlife and polluting the 
water. To get the word out 
about this problem, Harald 
Reichenbach, an artist from 
Sweden, is sailing around the 
world, collecting sea trash 
and making unique artwork 
called “G-Cubes” out of it.

“When plastic waste gets in 
the sea it has many negative 
effect on the environment,” 
Reichenbach said in a press 
release. “Plastic cannot be 
broken down in the sea. 
Instead, it is transported by 
wind, waves and currents 
over long distances and can 
be found today from the 
Arctic to the 
Antarctic, in 
all parts of 
the ocean and 
on nearly all 
the world’s 
beaches. This 
waste debris, 
t r a v e l i n g 
over long 
d i s t a n c e s , 
also threatens 
p l a n t s , 
a n i m a l s 
and distant 
ecosystems. 
Over time the 
debris will 
either sink to 
the seabed or 
disintegrate 
into smaller 
and smaller 
pieces called 
m i c r o -
plastic. This 
waste affects 
c o u n t l e s s 
fish and 
bird species and also sea 
mammals, which get tangled 
up in floating fishing nets, so 
called ghost nets, as well as 
ingesting debris with their 
food intake. Micro-plastic 
does not only set dangerous 
substances free inherent in 
the manufacturing process 
but is also a binder for other 
environmental poisons, e.g. 
from agricultural usage. 
These substances via the 

Artwork from the ocean
brings awareness to pollution

plastic then get into the food 
chain and therefore pose a 
health risk to humans. This 
growing accumulation of 
waste in the sea not only 
has devastating effects on 
the environment and the 
human health, [but] fishing, 
shipping, beach tourism 
and, last but not least, the 
population as a whole suffer 
from the consequences. Most 
waste comes from land and 
gets into the sea via rivers or 
wind. People are the key to 
the solution of the problem. 
The [G-Cubes project] can 
contribute by educating 
and supporting in the fight 
against pollution.”

Reichenbach spent 15 
months in his sailboat 
“O’deline,” his workshop 

and living quarters making 
G-Cubes, which is short for 
“Garbage Cubes.”

“G-Cubes is a conceptual 
art project which concerns 
itself with the subject of 
daily waste production and 
disposal,” Reichenbach said. 
“Through the return of the 
waste to the waste producer, 
we want to achieve wider 
awareness of this problem. 
By removing the garbage 

from an original context and 
into its conservation in the 
new form of a G-Cube, the 
trash is compressed into art 
and becomes a sculpture. 
Each G-Cube removes trash 
from a different location 
and this place will be 
photographically recorded. 
In the end the combination 
of the collected G-Cubes 
will stand as one big cube 
out of many small ones. The 
photographs tell the story of 
the individual G-Cubes and 
show the waste in its original 
context.”

To make a G-Cube, first, 
Reichenbach collects some 
garbage from the ocean. It 
is compressed into cubes 
and stored on the ship in a 
drying container. When dry, 

a plaque is affixed to the 
bottom with a photo and the 
geographical coordinates of 
the garbage. The cube is then 
doused in synthetic resin, 
which takes four days to dry 
completely. When released 
from the mold, the cube 
is polished smooth until it 
measures ten centimeters on 
all sides.

“Washed up garbage will 
be collected and compressed 

into a cube using a mobile 
compactor,” Reichenbach 
said. “The crude waste cube 
will be conserved by casting 
it into a cube of resin. The 
result being a G-Cube, which 
is classified and cataloged by 
an engraved plaque which is 
cast together with the cube. 
Each G-Cube is a handmade, 
unique item. On our way we 
will produce and offer 400 
cubes for sale during the 
15 months of sailing. 1,000 
cubes will be compressed 
and sent back to Switzerland 
for the final exhibition and 
casting into resin cubes.”

If you are interested 
in buying a G-Cube of 
your own, send a letter of 
inquiry to Verein G-Cubes, 

Allmendstrasse 39, 
3014 Bern, Schweiz; 
email contact@g-
cubes.com or visit 
g-cubes.com

“We bring the waste 
back to its origins, 
back to the city,” 
Reichenbach said. 
“Half of the revenue 
raised will be invested 
in projects which, in 
collaboration with the 
local population, will 
promote long-term 
and sustainable waste 
disposal.”

If you’re looking 
for a more direct way 
to help rid the water 
of trash, International 
Coastal Cleanup Day 
is Saturday, Sept. 15. 
That event was started 
by the nonprofit 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
organization Ocean 
Conservancy in 
1986 as the “Texas 

Coastal Cleanup.” Since 
then nearly 600,000 
volunteers have cleared 
nine millions of pounds 
of trash from thousands of 
miles of waterways. The 
two closest sites scheduled 
for cleanup this year are 
Snug Harbor in Muskegon 
and P.J. Hoffmaster State 
Park near Grand Haven. 
For more information 
about International 
Coastal Cleanup Day, visit 
oceanconse rvancy.o rg /
trash-free-seas/international-
coastal-cleanup
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•••
Inspiration comes of 
working every day.

~ Charles Baudelaire (1821-1867)
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classifiedsoffice hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

for sale
EXCEPTIONAL PERFOR-
MANCE AND VALUE - Re-
quires less wood & provides 
more heat. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. 
Call today! 616-554-8669. 
SOS Property Maintenance 
LLC, 6950 Hammond Ave, 
Caledonia. We are your 
local sales, service & parts 
dealer! TFN

MOVING SALE - nice oak 
dining table, 2 leaves, 4 
chairs & oak buffet table, 
to be sold together, $825 
obo. Bought locally. Call 3 
p.m. to 9 p.m. 897-8663.
QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.TFN  
LOTS FOR SALE - Located 
on Hunters Trace, west of 
Parnell off Downes Ave. 
Lowell Schools/Murray 
Lake Elementary. Lot #5, 
1414 Hunters Trace, 4.5 
acres; lot #6, 1460 Hunters 
Trace, 6.3 acres. Contact 
616-304-3131.
USED TIRES - Call with 
size, 616-292-7649/616-
295-8820. Rob’s Auto - 
thanks.TFN  

FOR SALE  - Fresh pro-
duce: sweet corn, toma-
toes, cukes, peppers, on-
ions, red potatoes, zuc-
chini, melons & more when 
in season. Quality produce 
at fair prices. Share in our 
garden at VandenBosch 
Produce, 2999 Lincoln 
Lake Ave, 6 miles N. of 
Lowell between 3 & 4 Mile 
Rd. Call 485-4033.
SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any 
dimension. In stock ready to 
ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 800 
567-0404 Ext.300N (MICH)
PIONEER POLE BUILD-
INGS- Free Estimates-
Licensed and insured-2x6 
Trusses-45 Year War-
ranty Galvalume Steel-19 
Colors-Since 1976-#1 in 
Michigan-Call Today 1-800-
292-0679. (MICH)

services

misc.

services

card of 
thanks

wanted

WE DO BUSINESS IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING 
LAW - Equal Housing Op-
portunity. It is illegal to dis-
criminate against any per-
son because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national 
origin in the sale or rental 
of housing or residential 
lots; in the advertising the 
sale or rental of housing, 
in the financing of housing. 
Anyone who feels he or 
she has been discriminated 
against may file a complaint 
of housing discrimination: 
1-800-669-9777 (toll free) 
1-800-927-9275 (TTY).

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. FREE 
All Vets Coffee Hour at the 
center the 3rd Thursday of 
each month. Bring a friend. 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.TFN EOW 

for rent

I  WA N T  T O  B U Y 
-  Refrigerator, stove, 
washer, dryer & furniture 
in good shape. Have cash. 
989-584-6818.TFN  
FREON R12 WANTED: 
CERTIF IED  BUYER 
will PAY CA$H for R12 
cylinders or cases of cans. 
(312) 291-9169; www.
refrigerantfinders.com 
(MICH)
GUITAR WANTED! Local 
musician will pay up to 
$12,500 for pre-1975 
Gibson, Fender, Martin and 
Gretsch guitars. Fender 
amplifiers also. Call toll 
free! 1-800-995-1217. 
(MICH)

help wanted

PLEASE NOTE  - Coming 
Events are for non-profit orga-
nizations. If you are charging 
admission for an event - it is 
considered an advertisement. 
Coming events are on a space 
available basis & ARE NOT 
GUARANTEED. If you would 
like to make sure your event 
is placed in the paper, please 
call our office & place it as a 
classified ad. We will not accept 
ANY Garage or sales (includ-
ing fundraisers) as a coming 
event. All Coming Events or 
changes to coming events 
should be submitted by fax: 
897-4809, email: classifieds@
lowellbuyersguide.com, by mail: 
PO Box 128, Lowell, MI 49331 
or in person: 105 N. Broadway.

MOVIE MATINEE - Aug. 2, 9, 
16 & 23, 10 am - noon. Free 
popcorn & water.  Saranac 
Public Library, 61 Bridge St., 
Saranac. 616-642-9146.

DOT MANDALA PAINTING 
WORKSHOP - Wed., Aug. 
15, 6 pm. Pre-registration 
required. Create & take home 
a dot mandala painted rock or 
artist board. Learn how to paint 
in color tints & patterns. You will 
apply dots using special tools 
& learn to layer paint dots for a 
3D effect. Englehardt Branch 
Library, 200 N. Monroe St., 
Lowell, 784-2007, www.kdl.org

CODING CLUB - Aug. 9, 10 
am - noon. For ages 9-14 yrs. 
old. Pre-registration is required 
as space is limited.  Saranac 
Public Library, 61 Bridge St., 
Saranac. 616-642-9146.

50th ANNUAL FALLASBURG 
ARTS FESTIVAL - featuring 
over 100 unique, fine art & fine 
crafts booths, food booths & a 
children's craft area. Timeless 
craft demonstrations, live mu-
sic. Sat. & Sun., Sept. 15 & 16, 
10 am - 5 pm. Free admission, 
1124 Fallasburg Park Dr NE, 
Lowell. www.lowellartsmi.org

CODING CLUB - Aug. 16, 10 
am - noon. For ages 9-14 yrs. 
old. Pre-registration is required 
as space is limited.  Saranac 
Public Library, 61 Bridge St., 
Saranac. 616-642-9146.

BOWNE TOWNSHIP HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY- meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 10 
a.m.  in the Historical Museum 
at 84th/Alden Nash.

HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN  

WORK WANTED - Double 
D’s Bucket Van & Handy-
man Service. 40’ bucket, 
tree trimming & removal, 
gutters, window washing, 
power washing, buildings, 
barns, homes, decks, etc. 
Insured. Call Dave Delin-
sky, 616-212-3008. Free 
estimates.
POWER WASHING SER-
VICES - Houses, trailers, 
decks, patios & more! For 
free estimate call 616-894-
8698.

AND 
ONGOING 
EVENTS

servicessales

L O W E L L  A R E A 
FARMERS’ MARKET 
- every Thursday 
noon  to  5  pm 
downtown Lowell 
in the Veteran’s 
Memorial Parking 
lot across from the 
Riverwalk Plaza.  
Cinnamin Piggott, 
Market Master, 616-
9 1 6 - 9 1 9 3 / w w w .
discoverlowell.org

RADIO STATION WRWW 
- is looking for students 
interested in being a sports-
caster. If interested, call Al 
Eckman at 616-450-4332.

LOWELL SHOWBOAT GARDEN 
CLUB - will be holding their meet-
ings on the 3rd Monday of each 
month at the Englehardt Library, 
200 N. Monroe St., Lowell at 
6:30 pm. 

WOMEN FOR SOBRIETY - meets 
every Monday, 7-8 p.m. at Bowne 
Center United Methodist Church, 
fellowship hall, 12051 84th St., 
corner of Alden Nash. Call Sue 
at 868-6219 or www.womenfor-
sobriety.org

NEEDLERS - Meet the second & 
fourth Wednesday of the month 
from, 5  to 8 pm at Englehardt 
Library, 200 N. Monroe, Lowell.

WOMEN OF THE MOOSE - third 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. for business 
meeting.

ALTO AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY - meets the second 
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
the Alto American Legion Post.

V.F.W. POST  #8303 - meets the 
first Monday at 7 p.m. at 3116 
Alden Nash S.E.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 102 - every 
Monday, 7-8:30 p.m. during  school 
year in  Scout Cabin at the end of 
N. Washington St. Ages 11 and 
up or completing 5th grade.  Call 
Scoutmaster Clay VanderWarf, 
616-485-3429 or Del Rockwell at 
897-6814.

VERGENNES CLUB MEETS - at 
1 p.m. on the first Thursday of the 
month March thru Nov. Meeting 
at Schneider Manor Community 
Room. Program & refreshments. 
Guests welcome.

TECH HELP - Thursdays by 
appointment from 1-3 p.m. Help 
with internet searching, computer 
basics, Facebook, ereaders, li-
brary  downloadable books, etc. 
Clarksville Area Library, 130 S. 
Main, Clarksville,  616-693-1001.

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
TOPS MI #372 -   every Tuesday, 
weigh-ins at 5:45 p.m. in the ac-
tivity room at Schneider Manor, 
Lowell.

ALPHA FAMILY CENTER OF 
LOWELL - 517 E. Main.   Hours:  
Mon. & Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.  
Diapers, formula, clothing  & free 
ultrasounds & pregnancy testing 
available. www.afclowell.org

CUB SCOUT PACK 3188 - meets 
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, 
621 E. Main.

QUA-KE-ZIK SPORTSMANS 
CLUB -  meets second and third 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. at  8731 West 
Riverside Dr. Go to www.qua-
ke-zik.org for information. New 
members welcome.

LOWELL LIONS CLUB -   meets 
third Tuesday at noon at Lowell 
City Hall.

KNITTING GROUP -Tuesdays 
10 a.m. - noon.  Meets at the Vil-
lage Hall. Beginning to advanced 
knitters welcome. Clarksville Area 
Library, 130 S. Main, Clarksville,  
616-693-1001.

LOWELL AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB - Open Radio Room Thurs-
days, 7 pm at Flat River Outreach 
Ministries, 11535 Fulton St. E. 
General meeting 3rd Thursday. 
www.w8lrc.org 145.27 MHz.

FLAT RIVER OUTREACH MIN-
ISTRIES TREASURE’S THRIFT 
SHOP HOURS -  Tues - Fri. 10 
-   6 p.m.;  Sat. 10 - 2 p.m. at 
11535 Fulton St. E. Thrift Shop, 
897-8260; Resource Center, 
897-8260.

TECH HELP - Wednesdays by 
appointment from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
Help with internet searching, com-
puter basics, Facebook, ereaders, 
library downloadable books, etc. 
Saranac Public Library, 61 Bridge 
St., Saranac. 616-642-9146.

ALTO LIBRARY HOURS:  Mon. 
&  Sat., 9:30-1:30 p.m.; Tues. & 
Wed., 12 - 8 p.m.; Thurs., 1-6 
p.m.; Fri. 9:30-6 p.m.  Info., call 
784-2007.

ENGLEHARDT L IBRARY 
HOURS - Mon.-Wed., noon - 8 
p.m.; Thurs., Fri. & Sat., 9:30 
a.m. - 5 p.m. 784-2007.

LOWELLARTS  GALLERY 
HOURS - Tues. - Fri., 10 - 6 p.m.; 
Sat., 10-5 p.m. 225 W. Main St., 
Lowell. Visit www.lowellartsmi.org 
or  call 897-8545.

LOWELL AREA HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM - open Tuesday, Thurs-
day, Saturday & Sunday:1-4 
p.m. Families: $10; individual $3; 
ages 5-17  $1.50; members free. 
897-7688.

POWER WASHING - Dirt, 
mildew washed away. 
Call Jim today, 915-1745.

RETIRED ELECTRI-
CIAN - Reasonable, 
any size job. Dis-
count for retirees & 
vets. Call 616-401-
6547.

PROFESSIONAL TREE 
CLIMBER - needs work. 
Call Dan, 616-970-3832.
NOREEN K. MYERS, AT-
TORNEY AT LAW - Com-
passionate, experienced, 
effective legal representa-
tion. Specialties include: 
wills & trusts, work related 
injuries, employment dis-
crimination. 307 E. Main, 
Lowell, 897-5460.

NEED A DUMP-
STER? - Dumpster 
rental, 10-20 yards. 
Mention this ad for 
$10 to $20 off. Call 
or text Doug for es-
timates at 616-295-
6640.TFN  

EVERYDAY MILITARY 
DISCOUNT - 10% off any 
service when showing your 
military ID. 24-Hour towing, 
tire change, lock out, jump 
starts, fuel delivery. J&K 
Roadside Service, 616-
690-0983.
STUMP GRINDING - Call 
Dan for free estimate, 616-
970-3832.

NOW TAKING APPLICA-
TIONS - for a walking 
route carrier to deliver 
the Buyers Guide on 
Saturdays. Must be de-
pendable! Work less than 
1 day a week! Get paid 
weekly, pickup papers 
at Buyers Guide office. 
Must be at least 16 for 
this position. Apply in 
person, 105 N. Broadway, 
Lowell. If you have ap-
plied in the past - please 
re-apply.
MAINTENANCE PERSON 
- part-time. Mowing, updat-
ing facility & painting. Call 
616-293-5653 for more 
information.

BARN SALE - Wed. - Fri., 
Aug. 1 - 3, 9-6 pm. 10968 
Vergennes, E. of Parnell. 
John Deere riding mower, 
covered utility trailer, an-
tiques, tons of stereo equip-
ment, LPs, CDs & DVDs, 
furniture, stair stepper, 
designer upholstery fabric, 
golf equipment, garden ac-
cessories, glassware, clas-
sic 1979 Ford 150 pickup 
truck & lots of stuff.

Thank you Steve for your 
fast and excellent service 
at Noon Tire. Now at your 
new location, 13565 Grand 
River Dr., across from De-
pendable LP. 

Joice Smith

LEGOS AT THE LIBRARY - 
Second Saturday of each month 
at 10 a.m. Kids ages 5-11 are 
invited to join.  Bring your imagi-
nation & be ready to build! (The 
library will provide the LEGOs) 
No registration required. Alvah 
N. Belding Library, 302 E. Main, 
Belding, 616-794-1450.

THE LOWELL BOARD OF 
EDUCATION - second Monday 
of the month at 7 p.m. in the 
Administration Building, 300 
High St., Lowell.

FLAT RIVER WATERSHED 
COUNCIL - Meets 3rd Monday 
of each month at the Main Street 
Inn in Lowell at 6:30 p.m. For 
more information, visit our web 
page at flatriverwatershed.org

BABY PANTRY OF LOWELL -  
(formerly St. Mary’s Pregnancy 
Center) is now located inside 
Flat River Outreach Ministries 
(FROM) at 11535 Fulton St. 
E. We are open Monday 5:30-
7:30 p.m. & Thursday 2-4:30 
p.m. to serve pregnant woman 
& families of small children 
in need of diapers, wipes & 
other baby supplies. We are 
non-denominational & serve 
families in the Lowell area. For 
more information, call Michele 
at 616-322-5957.

NEW CLASSES FOR EV-
ERYONE - children - adults 
at Christian Life Center, 3050 
Alden Nash SE, Lowell. Every 
Wednesday 7-8 p.m. Bible-
centered classes for children 
through 5th grade, youth group 
for 6th grade thru high school 
& adult prayer & Bible study. 
Everyone is invited to attend.

FREE ALL VETS COFFEE 
HOUR - Third Thurs. of each 
month. Bring a friend. Lowell 
Veteran’s Center, 3100 Alden 
Nash, Lowell. Call 868-7426 or 
897-8303 for more information.

STORYTIME - Thursdays, 10 
a.m. with Ms. Sheila at Clarks-
ville Area Library, 130 S. Main, 
Clarksville,  616-693-1001.  

MOTHERS WHO HAVE OR 
HAVE HAD - sons/daughters 
serving in the military. We are 
meeting on the 3rd Wednesday 
of every month. For more info 
call Sally 616-761-2042. 
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NEWS OF THEwǝird
Bold Move

Faith Pugh of Memphis, Tennessee, had a date 
to remember on July 14 with Kelton Griffin. Her 
casual acquaintance from high school “just out of 
the blue texted me and asked me to go out,” Pugh 
told WREG-TV. They took her car and stopped 
at a gas station, where Griffin asked Pugh to go 
inside and buy him a cigar. But while she was 
inside, “He drove off. I came outside and my car 
was gone,” Pugh said. Shortly, Pugh received a 
text from her godsister, telling her Griffin had 
just asked her out on a date. He picked up the 
godsister in Pugh’s car and headed to a drive-in 
movie. “He didn’t even have any money,” Pugh 
said. “She actually paid their way to get in the 
drive-in just so I could get my car back.” Pugh 
alerted the police to the car’s location and they 
arrested Griffin for theft of property. “I hope he’s 
in jail for a long time,” Pugh said.

Bright Idea
It’s time once again for minor league baseball 
promotion fun and games! This time, however, 
the Montgomery (Alabama) Biscuits managed to 
tick off a whole generation of baseball fans. The 
Biscuits announced Millennial Night on July 21, 
featuring participation ribbons just for showing 

up, a napping area, selfie stations and lots of 
avocados, reported Fox News. While some Twitter 
users thought the promotion was insensitive, 
others were more philosophical. Dallas Godshall, 
21, said, “More than targeting millennials, it’s sort 
of targeting older generations who like to make 
fun of millennials.” Pitcher Benton Ross weighed 
in: “If it’s insensitive, maybe they should just have 
thicker skin.”

Revenge, Texas-Style
The Austin American-Statesman reported that 
on June 17, RV park neighbors and longtime 
adversaries Ryan Felton Sauter, 39 and Keith 
Monroe got into a heated dispute about an 
undisclosed subject. Later that day, Monroe saw 
Sauter leaving Monroe’s RV and asked him why he 
had gone in without permission, to which Sauter 
replied, “You’ll see why.” Going inside, Monroe 
soon spotted a three-foot-long rattlesnake. “I 
freaked out,” he said. He used a machete to kill 
the snake, which strangely was missing its rattles. 
Turns out Sauter had bitten off the snake’s tail, 
with its signature warning sound. Sauter has 
been charged with deadly conduct and criminal 
trespass.

Aries (March 
21-April 19)

I predict that August will 
be a Golden 
Age for 
you. That’s 
m o s t l y 
very good. 

Golden opportunities will 
arise and you’ll come into 
possession of lead that can 
be transmuted into gold. 
But it’s also important to be 
prudent about your dealings 
with gold. Consider the fable 
of the golden goose. The 
bird’s owner grew impatient 
because it laid only one gold 
egg per day; he foolishly 
slaughtered his prize 
animal to get all the gold 
immediately. That didn’t 
work out well. Or consider 
the fact that to the ancient 
Aztecs, the word teocuitlatl 
referred to gold, even though 
its literal translation was 
“excrement of the gods.” 
Moral of the story: If handled 
with care and integrity, gold 
can be a blessing.

Taurus (April 20-
May 20)

Ta u r u s 
s o c i a l i t e 
S t e p h e n 
T e n n a n t 
(1906-1987) 

was such an interesting 
luminary that three major 
novelists created fictional 

characters modeled after 
him. As a boy, when he 
was asked what he’d like 
to be when he grew up, he 
replied, “I want to be a great 
beauty.” I’d love to hear 
those words spill out of your 
mouth, Taurus. What? You 
say you’re already all grown 
up? I doubt it. In my opinion, 
you’ve still got a lot of 
stretching and expansion and 
transformation to accomplish 
during the coming decades. 
So yes: I hope you can 
find it in your wild heart to 
proclaim, “When I grow up, 
I want to be a great beauty.” 
(P.S. Your ability to become 
increasingly beautiful will 
be at a peak during the next 
fourteen months.)

Gemini (May 21-
June 20)

“Manage with bread and 
butter until 
God sends 
the honey,” 
advises a 
Moroccan 

proverb. Let’s analyze how 
this advice might apply to 
you. First thing I want to know 
is, have you been managing 
well with bread and butter? 
Have you refrained from 
whining about your simple 
provisions, resting content 
and grateful? If you haven’t, 
I doubt that any honey will 
arrive, either from God or 

any other source. But if you 
have been celebrating your 
modest gifts, feeling free of 
greed and displeasure, then 
I expect at least some honey 
will show up soon.

Cancer (June 21-
July 22)

D o n ’ t 
worry your 
b e a u t i f u l 
head about 
praying to 
the gods of 

luck and fate. I’ll take care 
of that for you. Your job 
is to propitiate the gods of 
fluid discipline and hard but 
smart work. To win the favor 
of these divine helpers, act 
on the assumption that you 
now have the power and the 
right to ask for more of their 
assistance than you have 
before. Proceed with the 
understanding that they are 
willing to provide you with 
the stamina, persistence and 
attention to detail you will 
need to accomplish your 
next breakthrough.

Leo (July 23-August 
22)

“Sometimes, I feel the 
past and 
the future 
p r e s s i n g 
so hard 
on either 

side that there’s no room 
for the present at all.” A 

character named Julia says 
that in Evelyn Waugh’s 
novel Brideshead Revisited. 
I bring it to your attention 
as an inspiring irritant, as a 
prod to get you motivated. I 
hope it will mobilize you to 
rise up and refuse to allow 
your past and your future to 
press so hard on either side 
that there’s no room for the 
present. It’s a favorable time 
for you to fully claim the 
glory of being right here, 
right now.

Virgo (August 
23-September 22)

I’m not an ascetic who 
believes all 
our valuable 
l e s s o n s 
emerge from 
s u f f e r i n g . 

Nor am I a pop nihilist who 
sneers at pretty flowers, 
smiling children and sunny 
days. On the contrary: I’m 
devoted to the hypothesis 
that life is usually at least 
51 percent wonderful. 
But I dance the rain dance 
when there’s an emotional 
drought in my personal life 
and I dance the pain dance 
when it’s time to deal with 
difficulties I’ve ignored. 
How about you, Virgo? I 
suspect that now is one of 
those times when you need 
to have compassionate heart-
to-heart conversations with 
your fears, struggles and 
aches.

Libra (September 
23-October 22)
Do you absolutely need 

o r c h i d s , 
s w e e t 
elixirs, dark 
chocola te , 
a l l u r i n g 

new music, dances on soft 
grass, sensual massages, 
nine hours of sleep per 

night and a steady stream of 
soulful conversations? No. 
Not really. In the coming 
days, life will be a good ride 
for you even if you fail to 
procure those indulgences. 
But here are further 
questions and answers: Do 
you *deserve* the orchids, 
elixirs and the rest? My 
answer is yes, definitely. And 
would the arrival of these 
delights spur you to come up 
with imaginative solutions 
to your top two riddles? 
I’m pretty sure it would. So 
I conclude this horoscope 
by recommending that you 
do indeed arrange to revel 
in your equivalent of the 
delights I named.

Scorpio (October 
23-November 21)

“Don’t 
try to steer 
the river,” 
w r i t e s 
D e e p a k 
C h o p r a . 

Most of the time, I agree 
with that idea. It’s arrogant 
to think that we have the 
power to control the forces of 
nature or the flow of destiny 
or the song of creation. Our 
goal should be to get an 
intuitive read on the crazy-
making miracle of life and 
adapt ourselves ingeniously 
to its ever-shifting patterns 
and rhythms. But wait! Set 
aside everything I just said. 
An exception to the usual 
rule has arrived. Sometimes, 
when your personal power is 
extra flexible and robust -- 
like now, for you -- you may 
indeed be able to steer the 
river a bit.

Sagittarius 
(November 

22-December 21)
“Dear Astrologer: 

R e c e n t l y 
I’ve been 
w e i r d l y 
o b s e s s e d 
w i t h 

wondering how to increase 
my levels of generosity 
and compassion. Not just 
because I know it’s the 
right thing to do, but also 
because I know it will make 
me healthy and honest and 
unflappable. Do you have 
any sage advice? -Ambitious 
Sagittarius.” Dear 
Ambitious: I’ve noticed that 
many Sagittarians are feeling 
an unprecedented curiosity 
about how to enhance 
their lives by boosting the 
benevolence they express. 
Here’s a tip from astrologer 
Chani Nicholas: “Source 
your sense of self from 
your integrity in every 
interaction.” Here’s another 
tip from Anais Nin: “The 
worse the state of the world 
grows, the more intensely I 
try for inner perfection and 
power. I fight for a small 
world of humanity and 
tenderness.”

Capricorn 
(December 

22-January 19)
T i m e 

does not 
necessarily 
heal all 
wounds. If 
you wait 

around passively, hoping 
that the mere passage of 
months will magically fix 
your twists and smooth 
out your tweaks, you’re 
shirking your responsibility. 
The truth is, you need to be 
fully engaged in the process. 
You’ve got to feel deeply 
and think hard about how 
to diminish your pain and 
then take practical action 
when your wisdom shows 
you what will actually work. 
Now is an excellent time to 
upgrade your commitment to 
this sacred quest.

Aquarius (January 
20- February 18)

T h e 
q u e s t i o n s 
y o u ’ v e 
been asking 
aren’t bad 
or wrong. 

But they’re not exactly 
relevant or helpful, either. 
That’s why the answers 
you’ve been receiving aren’t 
of maximum use. Try these 
questions instead. 1. What 
experience or information 
would you need to heal your 
divided sense of loyalty? 
2. How can you attract 
an influence that would 
motivate you to make 
changes you can’t quite 
accomplish under your own 
power? 3. Can you ignore or 
even dismiss the 95 percent 
of your fear that’s imaginary 
so you’ll be able to focus on 
the five percent that’s truly 
worth meditating on? 4. If 
I assured you that you have 
the intelligence to beautify 
an ugly part of your world, 
how would you begin?

Pisces (February 
19-March 20)

A scuffle you’ve been 
w a g i n g 
turns out 
to be the 
w r o n g 
s c u f f l e . 

It has distracted you from 
giving your full attention 
to a more winnable and 
worthwhile tussle. My 
advice? Don’t waste energy 
feeling remorse about the 
energy you’ve wasted. In 
fact, be grateful for the 
training you’ve received. 
The skills you’ve been 
honing while wrestling with 
the misleading complication 
will serve you well when 
you switch your focus to 
the more important issue. 
So are you ready to shift 
gears? Start mobilizing 
your crusade to engage 
with the more winnable and 
worthwhile tussle.

FREE WILLastrology
Copyright 2018 by Rob Brezsny
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Puzzle solutions 
on page 12

SUDOKO

STATEPOINT 
CROSSWORD

THEME: AT THE 
SUPERMARKET

ACROSS
1. Sans-____, font 
option
6. Fly hangout?
9. Toothy tool
13. Lickety-split
14. Lennon’s wife
15. Jolly one
16. Climber’s spike
17. FEMA provisions, 
e.g.
18. Early anesthetic
19. *Laser or LED at the 
supermarket register
21. *Advantageous 
grocery display
23. Male or female
24. Show off
25. Blue
28. *Type of a grocerant
30. Same as torsi
35. Kind of sandwich
37. Transversus 
abdominis location
39. “The Voice” concern
40. Sunrise in Spain
41. Civil wrongs
43. ____ d’Ivoire
44. Tarzan’s swing
46. Fork prong
47. Shaped like Humpty 
Dumpty
48. Brain teaser
50. Viper’s tooth
52. Santa’s helper
53. Miniature whirlpool
55. Miner’s bounty
57. *Salad bar ____ 
guard
60. *Perimeter aisle at 
the market
64. Make dim
65. Make a pigeon 
sound

67. Corruptible
68. Rotary files
69. *Supermarket 
circulars
70. Same as #45 Down
71. Ke$ha’s 2012 hit

72. Thus far
73. #28 Across 
purchase

DOWN
1. Depletes
2. Colossal
3. “Pro” follower
4. Desktop pictures
5. Tiny fox with large 
ears
6. Wild swine
7. American cuckoo
8. Barrel racing meet
9. Campus military org.
10. Turkish honorific
11. What hoarders do
12. Make a mistake
15. Cow’s favorite 
grass?
20. Dead-on
22. Peanut isn’t this
24. Scare stiff
25. *Weights and 
Measures inspector’s 
concern
26. Make or break bet
27. Persian Gulf port
29. *Sales per square 

____
31. Puerto ____
32. Range in the kitchen
33. Based on number 8
34. *____ life
36. *”More ____ for 
your buck!”
38. Tallest volcano in 
Europe
42. Mister in Madrid
45. Arabian chieftains
49. Wood-shaping tool
51. Show submission
54. Tooth trouble
56. Organ swelling
57. Undesirable 
location
58. Infamous Roman
59. Garner wages
60. Well-mannered 
Emily
61. *U in SKU
62. *Grocery carrier
63. Additional
64. British public service 
broadcaster
66. Keats’ poem

COPY SERVICE
Black & White and Color

Quick Service, Great Quality

105 N. Broadway, Lowell • 897-9261

LAST week's 
Online
Poll

RESULTS

YES, It is not 
    worth the consequences..........0%
NO, It is important 
    to have an open dialogue.........0%

Do you ever resist or back 
away from stating your true 
opinion about something on 

social media because you are 
afraid of what all your friends 

will think?

WWW.
thelowellledger.com

?March came in like a 
lamb. Do you think 
it will go out like a 

lion or a lamb?

Online
POLL
QUESTION

WWW.thelowellledger.com

TO VOTE, GO TO -

Then watch 
for the results in

Lowell’s Only Hometown Newspaper!

?March came in like a 
lamb. Do you think 
it will go out like a 

lion or a lamb?

Online
POLL
QUESTION

WWW.thelowellledger.com

TO VOTE, GO TO -

Then watch 
for the results in

Lowell’s Only Hometown Newspaper!

?March came in like a 
lamb. Do you think 
it will go out like a 

lion or a lamb?

Online
POLL
QUESTION

WWW.thelowellledger.com

TO VOTE, GO TO -

Then watch 
for the results in

Lowell’s Only Hometown Newspaper!

If you could travel to one 
of these countries for 

free, which one would you 
choose?

• Iceland
• Botswana

•Madagascar
• Nepal
• Bolivia
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Thursday, AUGUST 16, 2018

08.16.18

LOWELL COMMUNITY WELLNESS
PINK ARROW HEALTH FAIR

LUNCH & DINNER ON THE GRILL!

KID’S ACTIVITIES!

HEALTH ACTIVITIES!

FREE Lowell Pink Arrow Pride Community Day

BLOOD DRIVE
Thursday, August 16, 2018 • 10 am to 7 pmHEALTH AND WELLNESS

PROFESSIONALS
will be on hand for

Lowell Community 
Wellness Expo

See the CABUS!!!
FREE ICE CREAMfor the first 300

FREE
FREE
FREE

PLAN TO DONATE BLOOD!
Michigan Blood pledges 

to donate $10 to Gilda’s Club 
of Lowell for every person who 
signs in to donate at the drive. 

WE MUST MEET 100 PINTS TO QUALIFY!
For Appointment: miblood.org 

or call 1.866.MIBLOOD 
(1.866.642.5663)

FOR EACH 
T-SHIRT SOLD 

ON 8/16/18
Sizes 

up to 5x 
additional 

cost

At Riverwalk with Farmers’ Market 
& Summer Concert

 will match
$1

&

CASH, CHECK OR DEBIT & CREDIT CARDS!

kid’s zone
While Supplies Last

10:00 – 2:00
Take a tour between 2 - 6 
and enter to win a prize!

Qualified patients 
(screening mammograms guidelines) 

Call 877-495-2626 
to schedule

mammogRams
Betty Ford Breast 

Care Services

Your shirt is your ticket 
to the Pink Arrow Game!

FIRST CHANCE
To puRCHASE youR 2018

pINk ARRow FoRCE XI T-SHIRT
PINK ARROW GAME
Thurs. Aug. 30, 2018
LOWELL VS. ROCKFORD

LONG 
SLEEVE 

ALSO AVAILABLE $20

BACK BY 
POPULAR 
DEMAND

FREE GIFT WITH PURCHASE OF TEES TODAY!8/16/2018

$15
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