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. FROM lends a helping hand to make the

holiday merrier for many Lowell families

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

For 23 years Flat
River Outreach Ministries
has been giving the gift
of Christmas to Lowell
families struggling to put
the magic in their holiday
with gifts and a family meal.
This year the organization
and its many volunteers
served nearly 300 grateful
families with gifts donated
by the same community it
benefits.

FROM executive
director Dawn Broene said
two of the organizations
original members developed
the concept and executed the
first Christmas distribution,
"Christmas distribution
started in 1994 by two

BETSY DAVIDSON,
owner, Addorio
Technologies, LL.C

Do you have any kind of
‘holiday message’ for the
citizens of Lowell?

I would like to wish
everyone a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
What would you say were
some of the highlights of
2017 in Lowell?

There were so many
positives  that happened
in Lowell this year. Some
of those were having our
largest ever Lowell Rotary
Auction with all money
raised going to The Lowell
Showboat and the City of
Lowell receiving the grant
for $1 million for the Lowell
Showboat.

Any predictions
for 2018 in Lowell?

members of the Lowell
United Methodist Church.
These two members
recognized that some of the
members of the community
were financially struggling
during the Christmas season
and they wanted to make
sure that these people could
know the joy of the holiday,"
explained Broene. "These
members also were a part
of the founding members
of FROM. When FROM
was organized in 1998,
Christmas distribution
became one of the first
programs it offered."

After pre-registering for
the event, families within
the Lowell Area School
District were randomly

In 2018 we will be
closer to closing the gap
and making the connection
with the Fred Meijer River
Valley Rail-Trails which
when completed will be a
125-mile rail trail, the fifth
largest in the nation.

What were some of your
proudest accomplishments
in 2017?

We had our 23rd Annual
Riverwalk Festival put on by
the Lowell Area Chamber
of Commerce which was
another successful year. We
had our Kidz Zone in the
new end of the Riverwalk
which was hugely attended.
To have an event continue
to grow and bring in a
large amount of people
into Lowell’s downtown
is a great thing to be a part
of. Events put on by all
of our organizations and
businesses is why Lowell is
the next place to be.

What do you have planned
for 2018?

I plan on traveling
to visit family in Maine
and Florida and continue
to work hard with Lowell
Rotary, Lowell Chamber
and the Lowell Area
Recreation Authority. These
organizations, as  well
as many others, have so
many events and activities
planned that it will be a very
exciting year.

assigned a pick-up time at
the FROM facility located
on East Fulton. Upon arrival
participants were treated

as guests and greeted by
cheerful volunteers who
perfectly emulated Santa's
happy elves. According

S

to Broene, 75 volunteers
donated nearly 350 hours
the day of distribution

FROM, continued, page 3
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Christmas distribution volunteers, left to right: Dave Pasquale, Maureen
Lutke, Paula Harris, Craig Harris, Karen Kearns and Tom Kearns.

Civic leaders reflect on 2017 and look forward to 2018

Welcome to our final edition for 2017. As in years past, our Year-In-Review publication begins with us asking several of our
local leaders to reflect on the year that has passed and to prognosticate about what could be in store for the year ahead.

BRUCE DOLL,
Kent County Youth Fair
Do you have any kind of
‘holiday message’ for the
citizens of Lowell?

My message to the great
people of Lowell is to make
everyday a holiday. You
don’t have to wait until the
holidays to help someone
in need, or to volunteer to
help out an organization,
or to just smile at someone
you see. In this busyness
we live in, take the time to
look around at where you
live and the vast beauty that
surrounds us every day.
What would you say were
some of the highlights of
2017 in Lowell?

Highlights this year?
There is not enough room
to list them all here, but
here are a few, the Kent
County Youth Fair, the

Sizzlin”> Summer Concerts,
Riverwalk, Memorial Day,
the Baronial Border War,
River of Time, the Fallasburg
Festival, the Fly In at the
airport, the Impact Party,
‘Tony and Tina’s Wedding,’
the Pancake Supper before
the Christmas Parade, the
Christmas Parade, pictures
with Santa. Yes, there is
always something to do in
and around Lowell.
Any predictions
for 2018 in Lowell?
Change and no change.
There are some very big
changes coming to Lowell,
but I believe that these
changes will be good for the
town and people. Many of
the changes are so big that
they will take several years
to complete, a new Lowell
Showboat, Impact Church
building a new church and
the Kent County Youth Fair

moving. These changes will
take volunteers to bring
them to life. I predict that
volunteerism in Lowell will
reach an all time high in
2018.

What were some of

your proudest
accomplishments in 2017?

I am very proud to be
part of the Kent County
Youth Fair. Year after year,
it gets better and better.
Many people work very
hard to bring the very best
fair to the people of Kent
County and beyond. This
year 1 was presented with
the Paul Harris Fellow
award from the Rotary Club
in Lowell. I am so honored
to be recognized by our
Rotary here in Lowell. The
highest award in the Rotary
is presented to people who
exemplify ‘service above
self.” That is what I am,
it is in my heart. Thank
you to Lorain Smalligan
for nominating me for this
award.

What do you have
planned for 2018?

Going to have fun with
my new grandkids and
my granddaughter Olivia.
Having fun working on the
Kent County Youth Fair
and spending a little more
time doing some of those

Civic leaders,
continued, page 2
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‘hobbies’ that I have not
done for a while. Of course I
will be taking a few pictures
from time to time.

Finally, do you have

a holiday photo, a
Christmas card photo or
something like that?

I have been helping out
taking pictures of Santa and
loads of kids, I even got to
drive Santa around a bit. So
much fun.

KATHY BURCH,
program director,
Curiosity Corner
Preschool and
TOTS Program

Holiday
message for citizens:

Try to remember that
Christmas isn’t about the
presents under the tree, but
about those that are gathered
around it.

Highlights for
Lowell in 2017:

The Lowell Community
Expo, Pink Arrow Pride,
Sizzlin’ Summer Concerts,
Christmas Through Lowell
and Girls Nights Out.
Predictions for Lowell:

More housing develop-
ments.

Proudest accomplish-
ments in 2017:

Expanding  Curiosity

Corner Preschool and the

the ell

TOTS Program to meet

the needs of families in the
community.
Plans for 2018:

To open up more

opportunities for summer-
time activities for families.

THOMAS ALBERT

State representative
Does the representative
have any kind of ‘holiday
message’ for constituents?

I hope that everyone
in our community has a
great holiday season full of
family, friends and snow.
Please stay safe as you
travel to your loved ones. It
has been an honor to serve
as your State Representative
in 2017.

Any comments on the
events of 2017?

Despite the negatively
charged rhetoric
surrounding national
politics and government
in 2017, the Michigan
Legislature ~ has  been
committed to good policy.
It proved to be another
year of the ‘Michigan
Comeback,” with statewide
unemployment reaching its
lowest levels in 17 years at
one point in 2017. Lowell
specifically continues to
grow and thrive because it
is a community with great
economic potential. And it’s
a great place to live.

What were some of the
representative’s proudest
accomplishments in 2017?

Receiving over 2,500
emails and phone calls from
my constituents, leading
school employee retirement
reform and other reforms
to address Michigan’s
debt, being named chair
of a House committee as a
freshman  Representative
having  perfect  voting
attendance, being named to
the Governor’s Task Force
on Responsible Retirement
Reform and hosting 22 local
office hours.
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‘What does the
representative have
planned for 2018?

Throughout 2018 1
will continue to meet with
constituents from our district
to discuss the issues that
matter most to them. I will
host monthly office hours,
be available at community
expos, and listen to concerns
at town halls. Listening to
members of our community
guided my work in 2017 and
will continue to do so in the
new year.

I will also continue to
work on a variety of policies
that makes our community
a better place to live and
work.

LIZ BAKER
executive director,
Lowell Area
Chamber of Commerce

Do you have any kind of
‘holiday message’ for the
citizens of Lowell?

Wishing our community
a great, productive and
positive New Year. Working
together as a community
will only bring us closer
together to accomplish
success and that is what
makes our community tick.
What would you say were
some of the highlights of
2017 in Lowell?

One of our largest
highlights was receiving a
grant in the amount of $1
million to assist with the
rebuilding of the Lowell
Showboat. Receiving this
grant pretty much sealed the
deal that the Greater Lowell
Community will have a new
boat, one that will carry
many of our traditions for
years to come.

Any predictions
for 2018 in Lowell?

That we will have a
new Showboat before the
year ends and that 2018 will
be another great year for
business.

What were some
of your proudest
accomplishments in 2017?

Moving forward with
the Lowell Showboat,
increasing attendance and
economic development
at the many events and
festivals  the  Chamber
hosted throughout the year.
What do you have
planned for 2018?

To stay focused on the
Lowell Showboat project
which includes fundraising,
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continue to work in
collaboration ~ with  the
schools, city and townships,
strengthen relationships
with chamber members and
work to bring value to their
membership.

STEVE BUKALA,
chief of police
Lowell Police Department

Do you have any kind of
‘holiday message’ for the
citizens of Lowell?

I would like to thank
everyone for their continued
support of the Lowell Police
Department. We wish you
a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

What would you say were
some of the highlights
0f 2017 in Lowell?

I would like to say one
of the highlights was the
introduction and training
of the LPD officers with
Narcan and the saving of
people who have overdosed
on opiates, people
continuing to clean up their
property and making repairs
and investments on their
homes and members of the
Elder Abuse Investigation
coalition.

Any predictions
for 2018 in Lowell?

I would like to see
the new Lowell Showboat
completed before the end
of 2018. It would be nice if
it could be dedicated by the
end of the summer concert
series, however that is a
very lofty goal. The summer
of 2019 is a more realistic
goal.

What were some
of your proudest
accomplishments in 2017?

We held and graduated
our first citizen's police
academy in over 15 years
with stellar reviews and we
would like to have another
academy in 2018. We
provided the second annual
Cold Weather Warriors
project and was able to
provide coats, snow pants,
boots, hats and gloves to
approximately 40 students
in the Lowell schools that
did not have proper snow
gear.

What do you have
planned for 2018?

Again we would like to
run another citizen police
academy and continue
our community policing
objectives. We will continue
our Cold Weather Warriors

project and continue to
provide coats and snow
gear for families that may
not be able to afford proper
cold weather clothing. We
are looking at expanding
our ordinance enforcement
for properties not being in
compliance.

MICHAEL BURNS,
Lowell city manager

Do you have any kind of
‘holiday message’ for the
citizens of Lowell?

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.

What would you say were
some of the highlights
of 2017 in Lowell?

There are a lot of new
businesses and growth in
the downtown. Community
and state support for the
showboat was phenomenal.
Any predictions for 2018
in Lowell?

No, I can’t predict the
future.

What were some of your
proudest accomplishments
in 2017?

We received a $I
million [grant] for the
showboat. ~ This  should
expedite completion in
2018.

What do you have
planned for 2018?

We are looking to make
a number of improvements
internally to update
facilities and  enhance
service. We are continually
working on establishing an
infrastructure improvement
plan to meet the needs of the
community. We are working
on building a new version of
the Showboat.

MARTY CHAMBERS,
Lowell city council

Do you have any kind of
‘holiday message’ for the
citizens of Lowell?
Wishing everyone a
very blessed holiday season.
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What would you say were
some of the highlights of
2017 in Lowell?

Being that 1 have
had such a short time on
the board I am proud that
the Rebuild the Lowell
Showboat Committee is
going forward with the
grants and the council
looking into the medical
marijuana effects on the city
and people involved.

It shows that we are
willing to take on the hard
issues as a group. And as
a group we are willing to
poke fun of ourselves (ugly
sweaters).

Any predictions for 2018
in Lowell?

A stronger thriving
downtown with hopefully
some second story
renovations.

What were some of your
proudest accomplishments
in 2017?

Getting on the city
council and being part of the
boards that I have served on,
the Planning Commission

and Lowell Light & Power.
What do you have
planned for 2018?

To make our fire

department stronger with
full time employees and
to continue to help build a
stronger community.

DEANNE CROWLEY,
assistant principal and
athletic director,
Lowell High School

LHS Athletic
Department is proud of our
Red Arrow student-athletes
who continue to excel in
the classroom (14 teams
earning All State Academic
recognition) and work hard
in the playing arena to
represent our community
with pride and dedication.
Go Red Arrows.

STEVE
DONKERSLOOT,
general manager, Lowell
Light & Power

Do you have any kind of
‘holiday message’ for the
citizens of Lowell?

May you and your
family be blessed with Joy,
Peace, and Love during
this Christmas and Holiday
Season.

What would you say were
some of the highlights of
2017 in Lowell?

Civic leaders,
continued, page 4
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FROM, continued

alone. "This doesn’t account
for the many volunteers who
worked before the event to
distribute barrels to the
various drop off locations,
organize the donations, set
up for the event, coordinate
pick-ups at each of the drop
off locations and provide
oversight to the entire event
process."

Longtime volunteer
and former FROM board
member Rick Seese said
that he continues to take
part in this event not only
because of the joy it brings
those it serves but also for
the joy he receives through
the process.

"When you witness the
joy that people feel when
they know that their children
will  experience  some
happiness at Christmas, you
feel that joy in your own
heart. There were several
moments this year when
parents found out they
will be giving their child a
new bicycle for Christmas,
that 1 shared their tears
of happiness. The FROM
distribution has become
a meaningful part of my
holiday season."

Local businesses also
volunteer for the event
allowing collection barrels

to be placed inside their
shops and offering up new
goods to be distributed.
"FROM’s Christmas
distribution is a true
testament to the generous
community we live in. We
again had an overwhelming
response from the
community who donated
toys, gift cards, food and
more to help make this event
possible," explained Broene.
"Starting in November, we
began placing barrels and
Christmas trees at various
businesses  around  the
Lowell area so that people
can drop off their donations.

Diane and Dick Sherlock volunteered to run the event registration table.

Photos submitted by Dawn Broene
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We also partner with area
churches, businesses and
groups who are interested in
donating."

Because of the generous
support, guests at the
distribution center are able
to tour through a variety of
prepared rooms loaded with
items such as toys, games,
books,  pajamas, hats,
mittens, socks and stocking
stuffers and select the items
that best suit their children.
Guests were also given a
care bag loaded with soaps,
shampoos, toothbrushes and
other personal goods, as
well as some gift wrapping
accessories. Inside the food
pantry portion of FROM
guests picked up their
last packages escorted by
volunteers who helped them
load their cars. Families
were able to select either
a ham or turkey dinner
that came with all of the
traditional fixings, including
dessert.

Broene pointed to major
contributors such as Meijer,
The Lowell Moose Lodge,
The Lowell Rotary Club,
All Weather Seal, Lowell
Women's Club and Enwork
in addition to the event
coordinators, volunteers
and other supporters when
directing her thanks. "This
is truly a community effort
and we would like to
thank each and every one

who participated in our

Christmas distribution in
any way."

The FROM
Christmas distribution

is a fitting extension of
the organization's overall
mission which Broene says
is helping neighbors in need
by walking alongside them
and helping them improve

page 3

their quality of life. "It
demonstrates what FROM

is all about, community
helping community.
Christmas distribution

brings together businesses,
churches, individuals and
families to help our Lowell
area neighbors. It’s such a
wonderful thing to watch
this mission in action."

FROM volunteer elves (I to r) Sue Majinska,
Karen Whalen and Mandy McDonald.

It's time to nominate your choice for Person of the Year

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

The Lowell Area
Chamber of Commerce is
now accepting nominations
for two of their biggest
annual awards: Person of
the Year and Best Business
to Watch (ak.a. Most
Promising New Business).

“For several years the
chamber has recognized
a person and a business
for  their  contributions
to our community,” said
Liz Baker, the chamber’s
executive director. “We are
asking each of our chamber
members  to  nominate
someone of their choice

for the awards listed below.
After the nominations are
submitted, the person of the
year selection committee
and the chamber’s board
of directors will choose the
final recipients.”

The ideal candidate for
the Person of the Year award
will be somebody who
donates a lot of time to the
Lowell community.

“Over time, the
candidate has freely donated
considerable time to the
community, school district,
church or humanity,” Baker
said. “This is over and
above the demands of their

regular  profession. The
community is a better place
in which to live because of
the efforts of the candidate.
The candidate positively
promotes the community
in both word and action.
The candidate possesses
new and innovative ideas
that benefit the community.
The  candidate  cannot
be a chamber board or
foundation board member at
the time of nomination.”
Past Persons of the Year
have included King Doyle,
Ivan Blough, Al Eckman,
Bob Pfaller, Luanne Kaeb,
Dave  Thompson, Jan

Thompson, Perry Beachum,
Teresa  Beachum, Noel
Dean, Greg Canfield, Rick
Seese and Greg Pratt.

The Best Business to
Watch award, otherwise
known as the Most
Promising New Business
award, is given the newest,
most interesting businesses
that have opened during the
last year or so. Past winners
have included River Edge
Bed & Breakfast and
Gathering Place, Main Street
BBQ, New Union Brewery
and Ability Weavers.

“The business must
demonstrate the following

qualities and be a chamber
member,”  Baker  said.
“Potential to improve the
economic base within the
greater Lowell community,
new and/or innovative
business ventures to the
greater Lowell community
[and] the ability to create

excitement  within  the
community.”
Nominations must

be in by Tuesday, Jan. 2.
The form upon which to
submit a nomination is
available by contacting the
Lowell Area Chamber of
Commerce at 616-897-9101
or  info@lowellchamber.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act passed by
Senate will benefit corporations and the wealthy

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

The Tax Cuts and Jobs
Actof2017,a.k.a. the Trump
Tax Cuts, is a bill that will
amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to create one
of the biggest tax cuts for
corporations and wealthy
citizens in the history of
the United States. The Tax
Policy Center has estimated
that 72 percent of taxpayers

will be adversely impacted
by the Trump Tax Cuts
starting in 2019. The bill is
one of the most unpopular
pieces of legislation in US
history with approximately
32 percent approval, nearly
all of it from Republicans.
The House passed the final
bill on December 19 and
the Senate passed their
final version on December

20. Next, it will be sent
to President Trump to be
signed into law.

The bill includes a
reduction in tax rates for
individuals and businesses,
an increase in standard
deduction and family tax
credits, a new limit on the
mortgage interest deduction
and deductions for state
and local income taxes and

property taxes, a new limit
on the Alternative Minimum
Tax for individuals and its
complete elimination for
corporations, a reduction
in the number of estates
impacted by the estate tax
and arepeal of the individual
mandate of the Affordable
Care Act, which will result
in up to 13 million fewer
people covered by health

insurance as well as higher
insurance premiums on the
ACA exchanges.

It was very important
to the wealthy and powerful
to get this tax bill passed.
In Nov. 2017, Sen. Lindsey
Graham (R—SC) was quoted
by NBC News saying that

Tax cuts,
continued, page 6

org You must be a chamber
member to either nominate
somebody or be nominated.
The awards will be
presented at the chamber’s
“Annual  Gathering  of
the Membership” dinner
banquet at Deer Run Golf
Club on Thursday, Feb. 15,
2018.
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All of the awesome
activities and events that
take place in Lowell
seemingly every year. My
personal favorite, though,
is Pink Arrow, and 2017
was Year 10 (or ‘X’). I'm
not saying or pointing out
anything new or profound,
but Pink Arrow is not just
about one day or a single
sporting event. It’s an entire
community rallying together
over the course of many
months and a number of
events for a common good.
Every year Pink Arrow is a
highlight and this year was
no different.

Any predictions for 2018
in Lowell?

After predicting the
Cubs would win the World
Series in 2016, I’ve called
it quits. Thought I would go
out on a high note.

What were some of your
proudest accomplishments
in 2017?

I would like to change
the word ‘your’ to ‘the
Lowell Light & Power
team.” 2017 proved to be
another great year with
many accomplishments for
LL&P. Among them were
the growth of the entire
LL&P team; the completed
distribution projects that
will improve the reliability
and integrity of the electric
system; the Siemens
combustion turbine that
was commissioned, which
will provide peaking and
backup power generation;
the mobile application and
platform that was released
so that our customers
can monitor their energy
use, pay their electric bill
electronically and much
more; and the record
response times to power
outages because of the AMI
Meter System.

What do you have
planned for 2018?

Start  Strong.  Stay
Strong. Finish Strong. And
somewhere in there, run a
10K race.

State senator
DAVE HILDENBRAND

As 2017 comes to an
end I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the
greater Lowell community
for the incredible honor
and privilege it is to serve
in the Michigan Senate and
represent their interests.

We have much to be
thankful for in Michigan

— a beautiful state; a better
economy; and generous and
caring family, friends, and

neighbors.
But many new
challenges will face

Michigan in 2018 and I
stand ready to continue our
work to rebuild and improve
our great state.

My biggest legislative
accomplishment in 2017
was securing the funding
for two new state veterans
home in Michigan — one in
Grand Rapids and one in
the Detroit area. These will
be modern, state-of-the-
art facilities that will better
care for our state’s veterans.
I will continue to monitor
the progress of these homes
as final location and design
work continues.

After the New Year, we
will quickly begin work on
the 2018-19 state budget.
As the Senate budget chair
I am intricately involved
with this process each year
and remain committed with
getting the state budget
balanced and completed
by July 1 in an open and
transparent budget process.

Again, thank you for
the incredible opportunity to
serve as your state senator
and from my family to
yours, I wish you a Merry
Christmas and Happy New
Year.

AMY PALLO,
principal,
Lowell High School

Holiday Message:

Thank you for trusting
us with your kids each
day. We are honored and
privileged to work with
each one of them. Enjoy the
festivities of the season.
Highlights:

Student  achievement
and many students involved
both in and out of the
classroom, community
service and projects that
helped many within the
Lowell area.

Predictions:
Another great year.

US Senator

GARY PETERS

Happy holidays,
Michigan. This  special
time of year brings
together family and friends
to celebrate our many
blessings and share in the
hope of a new year. As we
gather with loved ones,
I also want to recognize
America’s servicemen and

women who are deployed
abroad and away from their
families during the holiday
season. Thank you for your
service and sacrifice on
our behalf and thank you
to the people of Michigan
for allowing me to serve as
your United States senator.
From my family to yours,
best wishes for a peaceful
holiday season and a joyful
new year.

LISA PLANK,
executive director, Lowell
Area Historical Museum

Do you have any kind of
‘holiday message’ for the
citizens of Lowell?

Lowell is a wonderful
community  of  caring
people. We wish everyone a
joyous holiday season.
What would you say were
some of the highlights of
2017 in Lowell?

The Museum put on
a summer youth pageant
that  brought Lowell’s
early history alive to both
the participants and their
audience.

2017 saw new
businesses come to town
that have made our Main
Street even more vibrant.
Lowell Arts moved to Main
which enhanced the cultural
presence of our historic
main street.

Any predictions for 2018
in Lowell?

Lowell will continue to
be a vibrant community with
an active cultural scene.
What were some of your
proudest accomplishments
in 2017?

The museum’s summer
camp was a week-long
camp this year. Local
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youth learned parts for the
pageant that told the story of
Lowell’s Odawa, fur trade
and early settler history.
They created the sets, made
their own costumes and put
on a wonderful performance
for a large crowd.

What do you have
planned for 2018?

The Museum has an
emphasis on educating area
youth about local history. In
2018 we will be expanding
the Museum Immersion
two day program for third
graders to more classes. We
are also looking forward to
working with the Fallasburg
Historical Society through
a joint internship and
with Lowell Township on
interpretation in the new
township park.

GREG PRATT,
superintendent, Lowell
Area Schools

Lowell Area Schools
wishes everyone a happy
holiday season. As we reflect
on last year, it is easy to see
all of our student successes.
We continually see student
success whether it’s in the
classroom, participation in
extra-curricular  activities,
or noted by outside agencies
such as the Washington
Post. In a 2017 article, the
Post identified Lowell High
School as one of America’s
most  challenging  high
schools. Our success is
attributed to the wonderful

families, hardworking
students, and tremendous
staff.

As we move into 2018,
we look forward to the
challenge of the new third
grade reading law and the

mandate to have every
student read at grade level
by the end of 3rd grade.
We will also continue to
use the sinking fund dollars
to update our facilities by
finishing the high school
roof, repaving entry
roads and ensuring that
our facilities are safe and
secure. Our students have
wonderful opportunities in
front of them in 2018 and I
hope that together we will
find them success.

LORAIN SMALLIGAN,
executive director,
LowellArts

Do you have any kind of
‘holiday message’ for the
citizens of Lowell?

At LowellArts we
reflect on the excitement
that 2017 brought us.
Moving into our new Main
Street location was a dream
come true. Please accept
our sincere thanks for your
support of  LowellArts.
We could not have done it
without you. Happy New
Year and best wishes to you
and yours.

What would you say were
some of the highlights of
2017 in Lowell?

wednesday « december « 27 « 2017

Chair-A-Tee comunity
fundraiser for Pink Arrow
and Gilda’s Club with 50
artists partnering with Flat
River Gallery, LowellArts
and Lowell Businesses.
It was wonderful to see
all the chairs displayed
around Lowell during the
summer months and then
auctioned off at a reception
at LowellArts.

Any predictions for 2018
in Lowell?

It will be an exciting
time for the Lowell
Showboat Sizzlin’ Summer
Concerts with a new Lowell
Showboat on the Flat River
and a new performance
stage for the musicians. This
will draw our neighbor's
attention to this wonderful
city and bring in more
tourists and Lowell residents
to downtown Lowell.

What were some of your
proudest accomplishments
in 2017?

Getting very close to
wrapping up the $1,250,000
Moving to Main Capital
Campaign for the new
LowellArts home on Main
St.

What do you have
planned for 2018?

At LowellArts  we
will be expanding our
performing arts offerings

that include House Concerts
in the gallery during art
exhibitions including free
Sunday concerts for families
and children, additional
theater =~ productions  at
LowellArts and year-round
classes for youth and adults.

Lowell - one of Santa’s favorite places

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

It might seem unusual
that a famous public
figure like Santa Claus
would spend so much time
hanging out on or near the
Lowell Showboat, visiting
with local children. West
Michigan and especially
Lowell are, apparently, one
of Santa’s favorite areas in
the US.

“Lowell is one of my
favorite locations,” Claus
said. “One of the reasons
that I come to Lowell is
because Lowell’s schools
are my favorite colors with
the red and the white. I have
made a lot of friends here
in Lowell and I just like to
come here and visit them.
I just love West Michigan.
I spend a fair amount of
time here during the holiday
season. [ have been all over
West Michigan recently.
For instance, I was in South
Haven two days ago and
I was up [the] Sparta way
a week ago. One part of
my magic is that I am able

to move quickly from one
place to another, just like
when I travel around the
world delivering Christmas
presents, so I am able to
make it from Lowell to
other places rapidly.”

Claus said he liked his
room upstairs on the Lowell
Showboat just fine, but
said the building he’s using
while the showboat is out of
commission is fine too.

Santa Claus met hundreds of Lowell
children this year.

area

“The room that Mrs.
Claus and I are using now
is very nice,” Claus said.
“It is decorated very cute,
everyone loves how it
looks and the spot where
our photos are taken is
decorated like a small log
cabin. We even have a real
sleigh inside that children
can get their pictures taken
in. Another plus is that the
room is larger than the space
we had on the showboat, so
we can get more visitors
inside than we could on
the showboat. If you liked
visiting me on the Lowell
Showboat, the same people
have decorated the room
that we are using now. It is
right across the sidewalk
from the showboat and this
room is heated. You also
will be able to see drawings
of what they hope the new
Lowell Showboat will look
like when it’s built in the
next couple of years. Then
Mrs. Claus and I will be
able to visit all the children

Santa,
continued, page 7
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school board month

As citizen leaders,
individual school board
members face complex and
demanding challenges. They
are alternately described as
having the most important
volunteer jobs in the country
and facing the toughest
challenge in elected
American government. Yet
school board members are
just ordinary citizens with
extraordinary dedication to
our nation’s public schools.
All  Michigan citizens
should recognize the vital
contributions  of  these
men and women and the
crucial role they play in the
education of our children.

Public education is
the backbone of American
society and local school
boards are deeply rooted

in U.S. tradition. It’s the
foundation on which our
democracy was built. Today
local school boards continue
to do the most important
work of their communities -
that of educating our youth.

Their job is to establish
a vision for the education
program, design a structure
to achieve that vision, ensure
schools are accountable to
the community and strongly
advocate for continuous
improvement in student
learning. The job of a school
board member is tough, the
hours long and the thanks
few and far between. Too
often we’re quick to criticize
school board members
without really understanding
the complex nature of their
decisions. Now’s the time to

thank them for their untiring
efforts.

School board members
come from a variety of
backgrounds, yet they
share a common goal -
helping students achieve in
school and life. As a state,
Michigan has faced many
challenges, but the key to
a brighter future is a strong
public education system.

We often forget about
personal  sacrifices

board members

Board members
contribute hundreds and
hundreds of hours each
year leading their districts.
The time spent in board
meetings represents just a
small fraction of the hours
school board members
spend leading their districts.
Collectively, they spend
more than 7,500 hours on
professional  development
to keep abreast of the
latest trends in educational
leadership, are  deeply
involved in community
activities and spend many
hours at extracurricular

the
school
make.
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events. They continually
advocate for the children of
our state and in the past year
school board members made
more than 1,100 passionate
pleas to legislators, speaking
out against budget cuts and
pushing for smart reforms.
The month of
January marks the annual
observance  of  School
Board Recognition Month.
This is a time to show our
appreciation and begin to
better understand how local
trustees work together to
prepare today’s students to
be tomorrow’s leaders. In
January, join with others
from throughout our district
and state to salute the men
and women who provide
grassroots governance of
public schools.
Jim Turner, president
Brian Krajewski,
vice-president
Gary Blough, treasurer
Pat Nugent, secretary
Tom Kaywood, trustee
Laurie Kuna, trustee
Dan Stephens, trustee

health

With Drs. Paul Gauthier,
Wayne A. Chritenson lIl,
John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

- chronic kidney disease

The kidneys clean
the blood by removing
waste products, which then
leave the body through the

urine. The kidneys have an
important role in balancing
the body’s fluids. They also
help control blood pressure,

Online or in YOUR mailbox ...
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subscription to
your local news today!
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Call 616.897.9261

keep bones strong and make
red blood cells.

Chronic kidney disease
happens when the kidneys
are damaged and can’t clean
the blood or do their other
jobs. Many different things
can damage the kidneys.
The two most common
causes of chronic kidney
disease are diabetes and
high blood pressure.

If you have chronic
kidney disease, you may
not feel anything unusual.
However, you may
experience the following
symptoms: tiredness,
stomachache, muscle
weakness, less urine output,
swollen legs or puffy eyes.

If you are over 60 years
old, have diabetes or high
blood pressure or if you
have family members with

kidney disease, you should
be tested for kidney disease.
This can be checked by
blood and urine tests to find
out how well your kidneys
are filtering your blood and
to see if there is any protein
in your urine.

It is important to stay
away from things that can
hurt your kidneys. You may
need to stop smoking, keep
your blood sugar at healthy
levels through diet, exercise
and medications, lower
your cholesterol, maintain
a healthy weight, take
medication to slow down
damage to your kidneys
and avoid medications
called nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory  drugs (or
NSAIDs). Examples of
these medicines include
ibuprofen and naproxen.

[ ] =z L]

outdoors
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backyard birds Dave Stegehuis

Birds of different sizes
and plumage drop out of
the wooded backdrop at the
edge of our yard to land on
and under our birdfeeders.
What would normally be
a still white landscape is a
bevy of activity. The birds
provide entertainment as
well as a way for us to get
personally involved with
wildlife and make life a
bit easier for our feathered
friends. It is remarkable
how such delicate creatures
are able to survive and
actually thrive under harsh
winter conditions.

During warmer months,
birds are dispersed over
large areas and hidden by
summer foliage. Cold and
snow make it more difficult
to find natural food sources,
so the birds are drawn to
backyard feeders for an easy
meal. Birds are bolder and
spend a lot of time against a
white background.

One challenge when
bird feeding is keeping
squirrels and  raccoons
from devouring the seeds
before the birds get to it.
We employ several different
home-made barriers which
are working for now. It
has been interesting and
fun to experiment with
possible solutions to foil
the unwelcome visitors.
Commercial baffles are

available. Another option
is to provide an alternative
preferred food site to buy
off the wild raiders.

Different species favor
certain seeds and mixes.
Offering a variety of food
will attract more kinds of
birds. Providing a water
source, if possible, is helpful
in freezing temperatures.
Feeder location is a factor
in attracting birds as well
as insuring their safety.
Windows, for example, can
be a hazard. Predation by
birds of prey and roaming
cats can be avoided by
feeder style and placement.
Disease is a possibility
when large numbers of birds
congregate, so keeping
feeders and the area cleaned
up is a good idea.

A bird identification
guide makes feeding a more
interesting and educational
experience. Audubon
Society web sites provide
about everything you want
or need to know about
feeding and observing birds.

Observing most wildlife
species takes special effort
and wusually some luck.
Birds on the other hand
reside  everywhere and
can be watched from your
recliner. Feeding birds is
an enjoyable way to take
advantage of wintertime in
Michigan.

We love to hear from you!

Letters arerequired
to bear the author’
signature, phone
number and address
(for verification
purposes only, not for
publication).  Letters
will be published at
the discretion of the
publisher,  duplicate
comments/authors
within a short period
may be dismissed.
Opinions  expressed
in “To The FEditor”
are not the views of
the Ledger employees
or the publisher. All
letters are subject to
editing.  Thank you
letters and advertising
will not be printed.

Letters may be submitted via email to: ledger@
lowellbuyersguide.com (“to the Editor” in subject line)
or dropped off or mailed to: The Lowell Ledger, 105 N.
Broadway, Lowell, MI 49331.



page 6

business
directory
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“financial contributions
will stop” coming to the
Republican Party if they
couldn’t get the bill passed.
Rep. Chris Collins (R-NY)
also said to the Associated
Press, “My donors are
basically saying, ‘Get it
done or don’t ever call me
again.””

The non-partisan
Congressional Budget
Office reported that under
the Act, individuals and
pass-through entities
like  partnerships  and
S-corporations would
receive approximately
$1,125 billion in tax
cuts over ten years while
corporations would receive
approximately $320 billion
in benefits. The individual

Owner
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and pass-through tax cuts

fade over time and become
net tax increases starting in
2027, while the corporate
tax cuts are permanent.
The Congressional Budget
Office estimated that
implementing the Act would
add an estimated $1.455
trillion to the national debt
over ten years, in addition
to the $10 trillion increase
forecast with current
policies and the already-
existing $20 trillion national
debt.

Bottom line, businesses
and individuals with high
incomes will benefit while
those with lower incomes
will either watch their
benefits fade or have to
pay more taxes. The Joint
Committee on Taxation
estimated that during 2019,
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Tax cuts, continued

each income group will
receive a tax cut compared
to the current rate.
However, in 2021 those
earning between $10,000
and $30,000, 24 percent of
taxpayers, will start to pay
more in taxes. In 2023 and
2025, all of those earning
between $0 and $30,000, 34
percent of taxpayers, will
pay higher taxes. During
those same years, people
earning between $30,000
and $40,000, nine percent of
taxpayers, will not see a rate
change. In 2027, all income
groups below $75,000 (65
percent of taxpayers) will
begin to pay more in taxes
while tax cuts will always
remain in place for those
earning $75,000 or more.

happy
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DECEMBER 27
Mark Nyp, Jay Clark,
Foster Skoog.

DECEMBER 28
Lisa Stormzand, C.J.
Sokolowski,
Francisco,
Smith.

Randy L.

DECEMBER 29
Amanda Martin, Donna
Baker, Lauren Malone.

DECEMBER 30
Stacy Thomas, Ben
Hodges, Kyle Triplett,

birthday
S

Matt

GALVARY GHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH
OF LOWELL

897-7060
Rev. Dr. Paul Mpindi PHD
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml

Morning Worship............c........ 10:00 AM
Sunday School...........cceeuenee. 11:20 AM
Evening Worship...........cccocueu... 6:00 PM

Nursery available at both services

‘@

Joe Hunt, Stacey Craig,

Joshua Gee, Maliree
Trierweiler, Matthew
Trierweiler.

Denied Benehts?

Unable To Work? We Can H.IFI

DECEMBER 31
Marcie Page, Bill DeHaan,
Charles Boerema.

JANUARY 1
Tory Abel, John Wenger,
Alice Hesche, Carolyn
Yonker, Amanita Fahrni.

JANUARY 2
Rose Nead, Helen Kuiper,

Angie Sloan.
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Is Addiction Destroying Your Family?
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Barrier-Free

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

103 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21
www.goodshepherdlowell.org

St. Mary Catholic

Church
402 Amity Street « 616-897-9820
Website: www.stmarylowell.com

Weekend Masses: Sat 5 pm; Sun 10:30 am
Confession: Saturdays 3-4:30 pm

Worship Service ............ Sunday - 10:30 AM
Sunday School 9:15 AM

Prayer & Adoration: Wednesdays 8 am to 7 pm

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN TO ADULTS

All facilities are wheelchair accessible

LOWELL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

discover. grow. share
621 E. Main Street

897-5938
www.lowellumc.com ¢ Barrier Free Entrance

WORSHIP
9 am - Traditional * 11 am - Contemporary
Kid's Crew 11:15 am
Sr. Pastor - Brad Brillhart

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF LOWELL
CHRIST-CENTERED, KINGDOM-FOCUSED HOMES

2275 West Main Street - (Barrier Free)
897-7168 -www.fbclowell.org
Pastor Jon Pickens, Lead Pastor
Pastor Phil Severn « Youth Pastor
Christi Swain, Director of Children's Ministries
SUNDAY WORSHIP....9:30 am (Nursery provided)
SUNDAY School............. 11:00 am (Nursery-Adult)
Awana (K-5 during school year) Wednesday, 6:15 pm
Middle & High School - Mon-school year+Wed,summer, 7 pu

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH, UCC
865 Lincoln Lake SE ¢ 616.897.5906
Pastor Jon Propper
Worship Service - Sundays 9:30am
Lowell's Open Table - Thursdays 5 - 7 pm
Serving meals and providing fellowship
to the greater Lowell community
OPEN AND AFFIRMING
www.lowellucc.org

Terry Abel
311 E Main Street, Lowell

[616) 421-1542
FarmBureaulnsurance com

g
efAhB%




wednesday « december « 27 « 2017

the

Santa, continued

on the showboat again. Plus
there will be a lot more
room on the new boat for

our visits.”
Claus wanted to
reassure Lowell area

children that, despite what
their parents may say, he
is not that strict about his
naughty and nice lists.

“My list is much
different than mom and
dad’s list of whether their
kids are being nice or
naughty,” Claus said. “It’s

mom and dad’s. The kids in
Lowell are predominantly
good. That’s another one
of the reasons that I like to
visit Lowell and the West
Michigan area. It has so
many good kids living in
this area. Kids have right up
until Christmas Eve to make
it onto my good list. Even if
a kid has gotten into a little
bit of trouble recently, that
doesn’t mean they’re stuck
on the naughty list. Overall,
as long as a kid is trying to

After months of hosting
thousands of kids on his
lap, you’d think Claus
would have caught multiple
varieties of exotic colds and
flus, but he said this was not
the case.

“I take good care of
myself, health-wise, with
a flu shot, eating proper
foods, a lot of vitamin C
and a lot of zinc,” Claus
said. “I haven’t had a cold
yet this year. Right after
Christmas when I just kind

édger

of relax and let myself go,
then my immune system
becomes much weaker and
fairly often that’s when I’ll
get a cold. Right after the
season.”

Some kids who visit
him on the showboat bring
Claus gifts. He said he eats
anything that’s edible and
hangs the artwork on the
refrigerator in his workshop
at the North Pole.

“I eat lots of cookies,
lots of sugar and candy this

time of year,” Claus said.
“Kids bring me gifts that
range from beef jerky to
cookies to candy canes to
candy bars. Santa doesn’t
usually get a lot of presents,
so when kids bring a treat or
something, that moves them
up a little higher on the list.”
Claus said he does
everything he can to
promote peace, love and joy
during the holiday season.
“l love Christmas,”
Claus said. “I love Lowell.

page 7

I love all the children here
in the Lowell area. I would
like to wish each and every
one of them the best of
Christmas and joy to every
one of them. This is what I
do. This is what I live for.
It’s the kids. I love the kids.
There is nothing you can
do that brings you closer to
kids and brings you more
joy and love. You can see
it in their faces and their
parents’ faces as well.”

much easier to make it
onto the nice list, unlike

be good, that’s what matters
to me.”

EARTH
TALK®

Questions & Answers
About Our Environment

Dear EarthTalk: I’ve been having trouble sleeping
and my doctor suggested that indoor air pollution could
be a contributing factor. Do you have any tips for how to
improve my home’s air quality without breaking the bank?

-- Jennifer Abromovitch, Putney, VT

The key to a healthy indoor environment is clean air,
but many of the finishes and furniture in a typical home or
office off-gas pollutants that can compromise air quality.
While opening a window might help, it also could make
matters worse by introducing auto exhaust and other
noxious emissions in. So, what’s a clean air lover to do
about keeping the indoor environment safe?

For starters, it can’t hurt to change the filters on your
furnace and air conditioner(s) on a regular, scheduled basis.
Manufacturers recommend changing out furnace filters
every three months, but mileage may vary depending on
square footage and other factors. (When you install a new
filter, write the date on it when it should be changed to keep
yourself honest.) Also, getting your HVAC air ducts cleaned
once every few years—or more frequently if you have pets

Another way to help filter
your indoor air is the all-natural
way: with house plants. While
humans have always had a
special relationship with the
plants around them, it wasn’t
until NASA published research
in the 1980s that we knew just
what an important role house
plants could play in ridding
indoor environments of noxious
chemical  pollutants.  Plants
scrub particulates from the air
while taking in carbon dioxide
and processing it into oxygen,
thereby creating more clean
air for us to breathe. Garden
mums, spider plants, dracaenas,
ficus, peace lilies, Boston ferns,
snake plants and bamboo palms
are great choices given their
especially powerful air purifying abilities.

Yet another relatively easy fix would be to purchase an
air purifier that plugs into the wall and uses carbon filtration
or other methods for filtering contaminants out of the
indoor environment. The Coway Mighty and Winix 5500-
2 share top rankings from leading consumer review service,
Wirecutter, while the Dyson Pure Hot+Cool Link gets kudos
for great air cleaning with style.

If you really want to go all out, think about repainting
interior walls with paint formulations that use little or no
volatile organic chemicals (VOCs) that have been linked
to respiratory problems, headaches, nausea, dizziness and
fatigue, among other health worries. AFM Safecoat is the
industry leader in low- and no-VOC paints and finishes,
but the big players like Sherwin-Williams and Benjamin
Moore now also have healthier formulations for a quickly
increasing number of eco-conscious home improvement
customers.

Another easy albeit more costly way to green up
your indoor environment would be to get rid of those old
couches, mattresses and other furniture which were required
by law to contain flame retardant chemicals before we knew
how harmful they could be to our indoor environment and
health. Now that California has mandated that new furniture
products cannot contain these noxious chemicals, more and
more manufacturers (including Ikea and Pottery Barn) are
starting to phase them out, so it’s a great time to replace that
old mattress with a new one that won’t off-gas carcinogens
every time you plop down onto it.

CONTACTS: Coway, coway.com/Product/Detail?prod_disp _no=47;
Winix, winixamerica.com/product/5500-2; Dyson, http://www.dyson.
com/air-treatment/purifiers/dyson-pure-hot-cool-link-evo/overview.aspx;,
NASA's “Indoor Landscape Plants for Indoor Air Pollution Abatement,”
hittps://goo.gl/j7WzPU,; AFM Safecoat, www.afmsafecoat.com.

EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss and is a
registered trademark of the nonprofit Earth Action Network. To donate,
visit www.earthtalk.org. Send questions to: question@earthtalk.org.

or lots of people using the space in question.

Ex-spouse benefits and how they affect you

Just like during tax
season, it’s good to have all
the information you need
early so you can prepare and
get any money you are due.

If you are age 62,
unmarried, and divorced
from someone entitled to
Social Security retirement
or disability benefits, you
may be eligible to receive
benefits based on his or her
record. To be eligible, you
must have been married to
your ex-spouse for 10 years
or more. If you have since
remarried, you can’t collect
benefits on your former
spouse’s  record  unless
your later marriage ended
by annulment, divorce,
or death. Also, if you’re
entitled to benefits on your
own record, your benefit
amount must be less than
you would receive based on

your ex-spouse’s work. In
other words, we’ll pay the
higher of the two benefits
for which you’re eligible,
but not both.

You can apply for
benefits on your former
spouse’s record even if he
or she hasn’t retired, as long
as you divorced at least two
years before applying. If,
however, you decide to wait
until full retirement age to
apply as a divorced spouse,
your benefit will be equal
to half of your ex-spouse’s
full retirement amount or
disability benefit. The same
rules apply for a deceased
former spouse.

The amount of benefits
you get has no effect on the
benefits of your ex-spouse
and his or her current spouse.
Visit Retirement Planner:
If You Are Divorced at

www.socialsecurity.gov/
planners/retire/divspouse.
html to find all the eligibility
requirements you must
meet to apply as a divorced
spouse. Our benefits planner
gives you an idea of your
monthly benefit amount. If
your ex-spouse died after
you divorced, you may still
quality for widow’s benefits.
You’ll find information
about that in a note at the
bottom of the website.

Visit WWW.
socialsecurity.gov/planners/
retire/divspouse.html today
to learn whether you're
eligible for benefits on your
ex-spouse’s record. That
could mean a considerable
amount of monthly income.
What you learn may bring a
smile to your face ... even
on tax day!

Tact is the ability to describe others as they see themselves.
~ Abraham Lincoln (1809 - 1865)

Dr. Ann Wilson,
Dr. Jenniler Byrd and
their dedicated team

welcome you into
our caring family

environment,

7AM AND FRIDAY
APPOINTMENTS
AVAILABLE

ARE YOU READY FOR A
BETTER DENTAL EXPERIENCE?

~

() ramih D-&n‘liill‘ﬂ. of | owell
147 Morth Center Street, Lowell
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Red Arrow

Girls top Byron Center 57-49 in double overtime

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Stacking up an
impressive 4-1 non-
conference record before
heading into holiday break,
the Red Arrow girls varsity
basketball team  warred
their way to a 57-49 double
overtime win over the
Byron Center Bulldogs last
Tuesday evening on the
road.

It was a back-and-forth
battle for the two teams who
came into the contest with
matching victory goals, but
fueled by very different
season starts. The Arrows
were looking to bounce back
after having their undefeated

3-0 season derailed by the
East Grand Rapids Pioneers
the previous Friday. The
Bulldogs were looking to
even up a losing record after
only picking up two wins
in their first five games. It
was Lowell who outlasted
the competition winning the
race on the hardwood.

The Red Arrows out
shot the Bulldogs in the
first 14-9 and then saw the
Bulldogs nearly perfectly
reverse scoring in the
second topping them 14-8.
The nearly identical half left
the Arrows up by just one
point 24-23 heading into the
locker room. Similar scores

continued to be a theme in
the second half when Lowell
put up 10 to Byron Center’s
nine in the third and the two
teams tied in the forth, both
lighting up the scoreboard
by eleven leaving the team’s
knotted at 43 at the end of

regulation.
Some missed
opportunities  kept  the

Arrows to just three points
in the first overtime period,
but their tally once again
matched the Bulldogs who
also netted just three forced
into a second overtime to
decide the match up the
Arrows Dblasted by the
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Bulldogs in the final minutes
utilizing their strong defense
and some clean shooting
from the free throw line to
top their opponent 11-3 for
the victory, 57-49.

Senior Red Arrow co-
captain Cassie Dean led
the team’s offensive effort
netting 17 points in the
contest. Her scoring efforts
were followed by that of
junior Regan Coxon who
produced 13 points and
senior Emily Depew who
chipped in eight. Depew
is one of several seniors
stepping up this season,
according to head coach

Heath Kent. “Emily is in
her second year as a starter
and is a huge reason for
our success because of her

versatility.”
Rich in experienced
upperclassmen, the team

also has a few new faces not
yet topping the stat sheet
but making a difference in
game play. Kent expressed
high hopes for the new to
varsity trio, “In addition to
the returners this year, we
add junior Allyson Lange,
junior Ava Frederickson
and  sophomore  Molly
Frederickson. All  three
bring something different
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to the table. Ava has been
starting for us and gives a
nice post presence, while
Ava and Molly are both
guards who have been off to
good starts this season.”

The Lady Arrows will
resume their schedule on
Friday, January 5, when
they host Ottawa Hills
High School for their first
OK White showdown of
the season at 5:30 pm.
They will also battle with
former league foe the
Jenison Wildcats at home on
Tuesday, January 9, starting
at 7 pm.

Sports Summaries

BOYS BOWLING

Red Arrow boys varsity rollers put up a nearly perfect
performance in the OK White last week Wednesday at
Eastbrook Lanes where they toppled league foe Forest
Hills Northern 29-1. Sharp spare shooting and a solid list
of starters helped the team propel to victory led by junior
Carson Clark who rolled a 208 and a 218 and Marcel
Primeau who tallied a 221. Next up for the gents is the
Jenison Invite to be held at Hudsonville Lanes on Saturday,
January 6 at 9 am following the Arrows seasonal break.

ICE HOCKEY

The co-op varsity hockey team consisting of Lowell,
Caledonia and South Christian icemen suffered a 2-1 defeat
last week Wednesday on the road versus a tough West
Ottawa squad. The squad will compete several times over
Christmas including home events at the East Kentwood
Ice Arena against Reeths Puffer High School on Friday,
December 29 at 8 pm and Walled Lake Northern on Friday,
January 5 at 7 pm. Road dates will include bouts against
Grand Rapids Christian and Forest Hills Central.

COMPETITIVE CHEER

Lowell varsity competitive cheer earned their best
finish of the season last Wednesday placing third at the
Jenison Invite with a score of 576.50. Their top finish was
highlighted by a first round score that crested the 200 point
mark for the first time this year. The ladies will enjoy a two
week competition break for the holidays before returning to

WINDOWS /SIDING

DOORS,/INSULATION/GUTTERS

Family Deniisiry Since 994

place four days later on January 10 at Cedar Springs.

HEATING /CODLING BILLS
SEARANTEED!II!

SANE 10% OFF WITH THIS COUPON

Dentures (Same Doy Bepair)
Implants
Insurance Plans Acoepled

Patients

GIRLS BOWLING

Despite dropping the contest 20.5-9.5, the young
Red Arrow girls varsity bowling team continued to make
improvements on the lanes last week against OK White

w Cientle Dentistry for Children & Aduls

B Immediate Emergency Treatment SAvE GFF the mat on Saturday January 6 for the NorthPointe Christian
B Coemetie Nentistnyg, Teath Whitening 0 High School Cheer Invitational which is scheduled for 11
W Preventive Care Arrd-p.h‘rrh a.m. Their first OK White conference competition will take
W ExtractionsBroken Tooth Repaired Naw
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Haours: rival Forest Hills Northern logging their best finish of the
] . .
it —F N LY ¥ lI % season. The team also pulled out their first regular game win
1[1:_':';“‘]"'};1-""- s j*‘-’" fer 5 pum. ﬂt in the second round of competition during the event. The
ednesday..........9 am. 10 3 pan. . . .
Thursday.........8 am. to 2 p.m, ladies are currently 0-4 in dual play and will next take to

the lanes in January when they head to the Jenison Invite on
Saturday, January 6 at 9am.

Judd T. Carroll D.M.D.

103 East Main * Lowell, Michizgan
(6G16) BO7-7595

www. juddearrolldentistry.com
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My grandma cooks
sugar cookies ever year.
When I call her on the phone
and she says, “Do you want
to help with cookies.” “Yes”
I always said. I go over to
her house (she lives across
our yard) and help. Once
the oven dings she opens the
oven heat flys out the smell
is like when cake comes out.
We then decorate the sugar
cookies they look like little
snowflakes, ordaments, and
stars.

Tori Steward
Mrs. Breen

Most of my holiday
cooking is done by my
mom and my grandma.
They make realy good sugar
cookies. They are shaped by
Brooke and I.

Natalie Brigham

Mrs. Breen

My mom  makes
reindeer  cookies  every

year. My mom also does
alot of the holiday cooking.
The reindeer cookies are
peanutbutter cookies for the
cookie part. The ears are
choclate covered pretzels,
The eyes are choclate chips
and the nose is a red m-ms.
Sophie Konyndyk
Mrs. Breen

My mom does most of
the holiday cooking. She
makes the most exquisite
cheesy mashed patatos.
The smell of mild cheddar
cheese, fresh  patatos.
Creamy, soft, and melty.

Danielle Topolinski
Mrs. Breen

My mom and her
friends make sugarcookie
they all make a pack for
me and my sister. I’ve seen
them make it and I loved the
way it smelled, it smelled
like someone just mad a
jinjerbread house.

Johnell
Mrs. Breen

“lédger

Fifth grade students from Alto Elementary were asked,

“Who, in your family, does most of the holiday cooking and what do they cook?”

My mom does most
of the holiday baking in
my house. The cookies are
shaped like Christmas Trees,
Bells, and Stars. The smell
of the cookies coming out of
the oven is so delightful.

Gavin Stewart
Mrs. Breen

My mom and I do the
cooking and we bake some
yummy soft baked mé&m
cookies and they smell so
good when my mom and
I take them out out of the
oven, there’s water coming
in my mouth when I see the
marvelous cookies.

Rabina
Mrs. Breen

I am the one person
in my family who does
the holiday cooking. 1
always make sugar cookies.
MMM. The smell, smells
like burnt cookies when I
make the batter 1 always
eat a little bit of the sugar
cookie dough. I LOVE
baking so much.

Gabrielle Sluss
Mrs. Breen

My grandma, on my
mom’s side, makes the
most (and best) food. For
example, she makes these
chunky mashed potatoes.
When she makes them, her
entire house smells of butter.
Ooh! They are delicious!
Also, my grandma makes
ham. When it’s in the oven,
it sizzles all over! When it
come out of the oven, she
glazes in something sweet.
Finally, the best cook ever,
makes the angel cookies.
She bakes the doe, and my
sisters and [ put the frosting
on them! My grandma got
the cookie recipe from her
sister, Joyce, who hardly
ever made anything out of
a box!

Lauren Seevers

Mrs. Breen
My mom does the
cooking for the holiday

along with my grandma. My
Mom makes crunchy sugar
cookies, I help lots of times.
We wait for the dough to sit

over night. In the morning
we punch shapes out of
the dough. Then, I watch
the dough rise in the oven.
Finaly, me crunch down into
the sweet lumpy cookies.
Sam Konyndyk
Mrs. Breen

My mom dos most of
the cooking. My mom cooks
her famus meetloaf.

Kayla Wever
Mrs. Breen

My astonishing mother
does all the holiday cooking
in my family. She makes the
desserts. My favorite is oreo
cookie dessert. It is vanilla
ice cream with mashed
oreo’s mixed in.

Ava Halfmann
Mrs. Breen

The person in my
family that does the most
cooking is my mom she
cooks the fatest, plumpest,
and juicest turkey she can
find. Also she cooks very

Gavin Stewart
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delicious cookies in which

your mouth waters before

the cookie even hits your
tongue.

Landon Foss

Mrs. Breen

In my family my Mom
does all of the cooking. She
makes grayish, pink juicie
ham along with buttery
mashed potatoes. Also soft,
warm rolls. And to finish it
all off we have nice creamy
pumpkin and choclate pie.

Caden Witten
Mrs. Breen

My Mom makes our
Christmas  dinner. My
favorite food she make’s is
mashed potatoes they are
so creamy and smooth. But
I don’t just like my moms
mashed potatoes [ also
love her pumpkin pie and
we have to eat it last to the
suspention is dreadful.

Kenzie Moore
Mrs. Breen

In my family my
grandma makes the most
food. My grandma makes
gingerbread cookies and
it makes my grandmas
house smell like sweets and
delicousness and all I want
to do is stay there all day
long.

Molly Landgren
Mrs. Breen

My mom cooks deserts
like brownies and cookies.
Mason Stiegemeier

Mrs. Breen
My  Grandma, she
makes Christmas shaped

cookies. She also makes a
turkey with all sorts of stuff
inside like fruits veggies
and meat. For breakfast
she makes pancakes with
fruits and homade whip
cream. We have potatoes
and gravy usualy and ginger
snap cookies. That is all the
stuff my grandma makes for
christmas.

Logan Mix

Mrs. Breen
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Jessi Foster

My Mom does most of
the cooking. My favorite is
the lemon cookies. The taste
of the ever lasting powder
sugar makes my mouth
water. The suspension of
waiting for them to bake is
so annoying. Once they are
out they are mocking me
because I'm not allowed to
eat them. Finnaly I get to
take a bite.

Wyatt Remar
Mrs. Breen

My Mom does most
of the holiday cooking
in my family. My mom
always makes chocolate
chip cookies, sugar cookies,
panut Butter chocolate chip
cookies.

Autumn Jousma
Mrs. Breen

My Grandma makes
holiday suger cookies. The
smell of the cookies baking
in her small black oven waft
into my nose as I lay in a
blanket on the blue couch.
As she pulls them out, my
mouth waters as if it’s a
fountain. She pulls out the
lime frosting and starts
smothering the cookies. The
frosting glides back to the
shelf as millions of sprinkles
start to fall upon the frosted
cookies. The tree shaped
lumps of goodness call my
name as I hop up. I throw
them into my mouth, one by
one.

Conner Casarez
Mrs. Breen

My father does most
of the holiday cooking,
and he cook’s chicken for
Christmas dinner, and has
two specialties: he makes
the best mash patotoe’s, and
always knows good spices
to put on the chicken.

Deaken R.
Mrs. Dimmick
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Alto Elementary, continued

My grandma usually
makes most of the food for
my family. My grandma
makes the ham. Also, my
grandma makes mashed
potatoes. The best food
my grandma makes is
her homemade Christmas
cookies.

Abby G.
Mrs. Dimmick

My mom and I do all

the cooking. Mom and I
cook a special turkey.

Chase M.

Mrs. Dimmick

Many people in my
family cook for Christmas
Eve this year my job is
dessert 1 think I am bring
cupcakes. Also Christmas
morning [ make pancakes,
my mom makes eggs.

Briana
Mrs. Dimmick

In my family grandma
Sylvia, does the most
holiday cooking. She makes
crabs, salads, steak, burgers,

potatoes, (mostly sweet
potatoes) beans and pie.
Kiah B.

Mrs. Dimmick

My grandma does most
ofthe cooking. Her specialty
is making holiday ham. I
know that it is Christmas
when my grandma makes
her special delicious ham.

Rowan W
Mrs. Dimmick

My mom does the
holiday cooking and
sometimes  she  makes

brownies on Christmas. She

even makes a feast of any
kind.

Al

Mrs. Dimmick

My mom and I do most
of the cooking. We make
the dow for the Chirstmas
cookies. Then, my bother
and I decorate the Chirstmas
cookies.

Anika F.
Mrs. Dimmick

Mostly, all the adults
do cooking. The make
green bean casserole, turky,
ham, mashed potatoes and
cookies. Some things might
come here and there. For
example; stuffing. 1 may
have people coming that
may pass a dish but the food
is always delicious!

Adrianna C.
Mrs. Dimmick

My Mom does most of
the Christmas cooking. Her
specal part of the meal is the
pumpkin pie. But the fondue
is also my favorite part.

Dalton C.
Mrs. Dimmick

Mom does most of the
cooking. On Christmas she
makes keackish.

Mosa V.
Mrs. Dimmick

My mom dose the
holiday cooking and makes
pie, choclate cake, hot
choclate, and white chili and
it tells me that christmas is
here.

Travis B.
Mrs. Dimmick

My mom and I both
cook. My mom makes
stuffing. 1 cook the
Christmas cookies. 1 also
make one giant one.

Ashlyn R.
Mrs. Dimmick

My mom  makes
chicken soup with corn and
you can put lettuce in it. The
soup taste really good and
keeps you warm.

Yovani
Mrs. Dimmick

My grandma, mom,
sister, and I do most the
holiday cooking. My sister
and 1 share doing the
Christmas cookies, my mom
makes the deviled eggs with
me, and my grandma makes
mashed potatoes with my
sister.

Julie C.
Mrs. Dimmick

Many people in my
family do the cooking.
My dad does the steak
and mashed potatoes, and
my mom and I do thumb
print cookis and some with
powderd sugar.

Aliina F.
Mrs. Dimmick

My grandma and dad
dose a lot of cooking. On
Christmas Day we have
pancakes.

Gwyn T.
Mrs. Dimmick

My Grandma does most
of the holiday cooking. She
makes sugar cookies, jello
salad and chicken.

Madison D.
Mrs. Dimmick

My mom does the
cooking for the holiday. Her
specialty is sugar cookies.

Ben A.
Mrs. Dimmick

My Grandma does most
of the cooking but, we all
end up bringing something.
My mom makes the main
course it is a special
sandwich. Grandma makes
all the dessert.

Brady B.
Mrs. Dimmick

My grandma does most
of the holiday cooking.
She loves to cook extra
chocolate chip cookies and
hot chocolate. This combo
makes up feel warm of
loved.

Charlotte B.
Mrs. Dimmick

At my Grandmas house,
my Grandma makes lots of
pies; charry pie, apple pie,
and pecan pie.

Claire O.
Mrs. Dimmick

My mom dose most the
cooking and she cooks are
special cristmas casserole.

Gavin R.
Mrs. Dimmick

My mom, every holiday
my mom make mash potatos
and my gramma make her
favirte peanut butter oreo
pie. In the morning of
Christmas I have hot coco.

Analashia R.
Mrs. Dimmick

My  grandpa  and
grandma do most of the
holiday  cooking.  They
always make ham.

Jackson R.
Mrs. Dimmick

My mother does most
of the cooking and makes
the best mashed pototatoes.

Jacob
Mr. Wright

My mom does most
of the holiday cooking and
my mom makes cookes and
others.

Logen
Mr. Wright

My mom. She cooks
ham, mashed potatoes (and
gravy), corn, buns (bread),
and mixes drinks like 7-up,
Sprite, and cranberry juice
to make a delicios beverage.

Rudy Shearer
Mr. Wright

My mom cooks and my
dad cooks. My dad prepares
meat, and my mom makes
everything else.

Ben
Mr. Wright

My mom does a lot
of they holiday cooking at
my house. One thing that
my mom cooks is ham. We
also make cookies and hot
cocoa. Every year we have a
wonderful holiday meal.

Vivyenne Skinner
Mr. Wright

My mom does most
of the cooking because of
her magnificent skills. My
mother mostly cooks ham
and Caesar salad.

Nico Binns
Mr. Wright

My mom does most
of the cooking around the
holidays and usally cooks
treats such as cookies and

brownies.
Lucas Chanboneau
Mr. Wright
My Grandma cooks

most of the holiday cooking.

She cooks a delicious ham
and stuffing.

Owen Dennings

Mr. Wright
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My mom does all the
cooking for the holiday’s
she cook’s ham with mashed
potatoes.

Joey Nelson
Mr. Wright

My Mom and dad do
most of the cooking (My
mom does more) (but I
didn’t want to let my dad
down.) But I'm definitly
giving my mom the credit
for the pies.

My grandma dose all
the cooking and she cooks
ham and turkey.

Autumn LaRaus
Mr. Wright

My mom does most
of the holiday cooking.
First thing when we wake
up is we go down stairs to
my mom making waffles.
She makes the batter from
scratch.

Romyn Slagell
Mr. Wright

My mom always makes
roast ham and makes a
pinaple glaze to go over the
ham.

Carol Carothers
Mr. Wright

My Grandma Wickie
does most of the holiday
cooking in my family.
She cooks ham, makes
homemade mashed
potatoes, and a fruit salad.
She also always has
cheese, crackers, veggies
and dip, black olives, and
green olives out for hours
devoures. For desert she
usally had a varitey of pie,
cake, and Christmas cookies
my sisters, cusions and I
have decorated.

Jessi Foster
Mr. Wright

In my family my
grandma is the one who
does the holiday cooking.
Some items she makes
are cookie dough truffels,
tomato soup (with cream
cheese), and creamed corn.
It is all absolutely delicious!

Elsie Ries
Mr. Wright

My mom is the one
who cooks and she makes
cookies, ham, veggies, and
potato for our meals on the
holiday.

Abigail
Mr. Wright

My dad does most of
the cooking in my family
during the winter season. He
normally cooks Christmas
dinner, along with turkey
and sweet potatoe casoroll.

Hannah Flickinger
Mr. Wright

My mom does the
most and the best holiday
cooking. My mom make
best holiday cookies and
others.

Frankie Vogt
Mr. Wright

My mother makes
steak, corn, mashed potato
with gravy, buns and milk
and wather.

Hunter
Mr. Wright

My dad does most of
the cooking and he makes
the ham or turkey.

Ethan Swanson
Mr. Wright

My Mom dose most
of the cooking during the
holiday season. She enjoys
to make sugar cookies with
butter cream forsting. Then
we usally decorate them
with different decorations.

Leah Krieger
Mr. Wright

As I read that question,
my Mother’s perfectly made
mashed potatoes filled my
mind, the blissful aroma
wafting through the air. My
Mother’s homeade holiday
dishes will make you want
to eat nothing but her
browned turkey, and leafy
green salad. And her cake...
well...its to kill for. her
holiday dished are by far,
the best meal of the year.

Calla Swayze
Mr. Wright

Dalton C.
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My grandmother does
most of the Christmas
cooking. She cooks multiple
dishes, healthy or not! But
the main dish, is the ham.
Everybody loves how she
cooks it.

Olivia Seevers
Mr. Wright

My Grandmas’ cook a
big feast of foods when we
come over. The food we eat
the most of, is ham.

Canon Z.

During the Winter
Holiday season me and my
cousins go to our grandmas
and deckorate cookies. My
grandma makes delicous
sugar cookies.

Natalie Thopson
Mr. Wright

My mom and dad do
the holiday cooking. My
mom dose the vegetables
and my dad dose the ham or
the meat.

Hope Gale
Mr. Wright

My Grandma makes all
the cooking in my family
and she makes turkey, mash
potatos, and carrots.

Allye Risner
Mr. Wright

The parents usually do
the cooking because there
are alot of people in my
family so it’s a team effort.
They make turkey, ham,
mashed patatoes, and

Kailyn Gustin
Mr. Wright
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If T could ask for
anything, I would ask for
every one to have clean
water, so on Christmas it
would just make my day.
Also, to see Santa.

Corbett Phillips
Miss Teasdale

I would wish for money
to buy my family lots of gifts
and money to buy candy!

Isabel German
Miss Teasdale

If T could wish for
anything it would be a
Blue Heeler. I would name
her Bijou. Thats french for
jems. Her nickname would
be Jou Jou Beans.

Josephine Rose Hackett

Miss Teasdale

If I could wish for any
thing I would wish for 100
transformers.

Phoenix (PJ) Jones
Miss Teasdale

If T could wish for
anything I would wish for
all the books in the world
to be in a private library just
for me. I would love that.

Joe A. Elkins
Miss Teasdale

A8 GMWIC TERRAIN
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Fifth grade students from Murray Lake were asked,

If T could wish for
anything, I would wish for
a tablet.

Andrew Johnson
Miss Teasdale

If T could wish for
any thing I would want a
sprinkled donuts cause some
people take the last one’s
that makes me very sad.

Makayla Totch
Miss Teasdale

If T could wish for
anything this christmas it
would be to spend time
with my brothers and my
Dad, and my step mom on
Christmas day. It would be
such a plesure if [ could.

Kayla Fabbri
Miss Teasdale

If T could wish for
anything, I would wish for a
white christmas!

Kaya Bender
Miss Teasdale

If T could wish for
anything, I would wish for a
white Christmas!

Ariana Fredricks
Miss Teasdale

~ Kaci Reynolds

If T could wish for
anything, it would be to get
a kitten. p.s. plus a litter
box! I’d also name the kitty,
Sir. Meow Meow.

Irene Williams
Miss Teasdale

If T could wish for

anthing it would be a
trillon’s of dolors.

Elijah

Miss Teasdale

If T could wish for
anything I would wish for
Snow tons of it.

Kari Petersen
Miss Teasdale

“If you could wish for anything, what would i

If T could wish for
anything it would be an
airsoft sniper and I want a
1964 dodge chellenger.

Cody William
Nieuwkoop
Miss Teasdale

If T could wish for
anything it would be a
phone.

Graham
Miss Teasdale

I would wish for 500
trillon dollars.

Johnny Pike

Miss Teasdale

I would wish to be able

to walk. I have SMA type 2

which means I can’t walk.

I was diagnosed with SMA

when I was 3, so I have been
in a wheelchair since then.

Ezequiel Gonzalez

Mrs. Pupel

If T could wish for
anything it would be fifty
snow days.

Megan Lillie
Mrs. Pupel

If T could wish for
anything I would wish for
my sister, Andi, to be closer
to home. My sister currently
attends The University of
Findlay. This school is in
Findlay, Ohio. I want her to
be closer to home because I
miss her everyday. She does
come home quite a bit, but
that is still not enough time
togethor! We do kitty fight,
but we still love each other!
She is my role model, rock
and hero. She is the best
sister I could ask for.

Kaci Reynolds
Mrs. Pupel

If T could wish for
ANYTHING, I would wish
for snow on Christmas.
(Unlike the years before!)
I say that because snow
is what make Christmas
Awesome!

Liam TenHarmsel
Mrs. Pupel

I would wish for World
Peace.

Anderson Stoner

Mrs. Pupel

To be a profssional
softball player or gymnast.

Julia Meier

Mrs. Pupel

If T could wish for
anything for Christmas It
would be Rollerblades.
Because when my family all
had gone to this roller place
we could go but I was the
only kid without actually any
rollerskates/rollerblades. I
asked but then I said “I will
try to forget about it.” When
I'saw this I knew I had a 1%
chance but I just wanted to
get these Roller Blades.
Thank you lowell Mason
Bazzett 2017

Mason Bazzett
Mrs. Pupel

ys a pleasure,

t be?
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Payton Hoffman

If T could wish for
anything, I would wish for
a real hoverboard. I would
want one because I could go
around anywhere 1 wanted
and do awsome tricks. I
really woulden’t mind if it
was the ones on the ground.
I like the thought of being
able to hover above the
ground. I would want a light
blue one with hot pick and
neyon yellow slashes with
maybe a little bit of black
a white mixed in. I would
want the razor brand to. We
have lots of hard floor in our
house and we also have a
dirt road. I thought it would
be fun to go on the bumpy
surface with a hoverboard.
I do have one more thing to
add I wish that this country
would be be healed and that
the people with disibilities
would also be healed.

Kaylee Bogaski
Mrs. Pupel

If T could wish for
anything, I would wish for
a Laptop, because [’ve been
wanting a laptop since 3rd
grade.

Grady Proctor
Mrs. Pupel

I would wish for No
school.

Gracie Gasper

Mrs. Pupel

and we'e looking forward to serving you In 2018!

We hepe you smjoy a safo asd happy New Years Eva celsbratisn

Best wiches for the New Year!

A8 GMC SERRA
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Alto Elementary, continued

I would wish for
everybody to be safe on
christmas. Also for my
family to be together.
Finally, all I want is money
so I can start a toy drive.

Bella Butler
Mrs. Pupel

If T could wish for
anything for Christmas it
would be a Christmas tree
with  the branches/pine
needles made up of $100
bills. Also with a drone that
has a camera on it.

Patrick Hoke
Mrs. Pupel

Everbody  will  be
home and thankful for the
holidays.

Corey Sandman
Mrs. Pupel

A real harry potter
wand.

Colin Garrison

Mr. Jablonski
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1 X-Large Pizzas
Up w5 Toppings Each

$26.99

P e+ D ey o b hors silid w1y
e chE il Loes | ooz e o
Codudm swmran Coparmi L1304

w Year

If T could wish for
anything it would be to have
more snow days, to spend
time with my family. What
Dose Christmas mean to
you. Chrismtas mean to me
family, trees, prens, and
ordments and snow.

Claire Uzarski
Mrs. Pupel

Christmas is  here
everyone, that means you
can wish for something
you want. What 1 wish for
christmas is art supplies,
I would love art supplies
because art is my hobby.
for art things I would want
paints and canvas draw/
paint what I did, or what
I see or saw. I wish you a
Merry Christmas, and a
happy new year.

Payton Hoffman
Mrs. Pupel

A Blue Skateboard.
Maya Schilling
Mr. Jablonski

2 Lar'gie Pizzas
o & ToEsrge by
& an Urger of Bread Sockn

$21.99

Pl 1+ Dadivery e hoowalid wih
' e ipeeali Lowsll beoien oy
Lol dii e Eoparas 10 W E

That all cancer patients
would get well.

Claire Comeaux

Jacobus

A pet dragon.
AnnaF.
Mr. Jablonski

What 1 wish for is a
ukele or a new karaoaky
machine.

Grace Cadwell
Mr. Jablonski

If T could wish for
anything it would be a
Lamborghini Huracan red
and black.

Brenden Hill
Mr. Jablonski

If T could wish for
anything, it would be one of
Santa’s reindeer.

Brylee
Mr. Jablonski

IFs a fresh start, and we hape it bings 365 days of hapipmess 1o you! Good fiends and neighbors like
= oU mEkE s el likE celebrafing, and we look forsand f0 sesng you 3gain soon in he Hew Year

1335 W. Main - Lowell - 897-9776
orderBC.com

Hom., Toes.,. Wen. & SuH 11 aH - 11 rA - THOR - SAT. 11 AM - RIDRIGHT

2 Medium Pizzas
Thires Tappings Each

$13.99

P pae o Doty dval b Plon eided = 1%
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Our Best Wishes

As we wrap up another year,

we’d like to share our thanks
We hope 2018 is your best year yet. We're so and well wishes with all of you.
grateful for friends and customers like you. I—Iappy New Year!

Happy New Year!

BOWNE TOWNSHIP VERGENNES TOWNSHIP

8240 Alden Nash SE -+ Alto * 868-6846 10381 Bailey Drive » Lowell - 897-5671
www.bownetwp.org www.vergennestwp.org
HOURS: W9 am-3 pm - Th. 9am- 5 pm - F 9 am - noon HOURS: M &W,9am -3 pm+ Th. 9 am - noon
Supervisor - Randy Wilcox; Clerk - Sandra Kowalczyk Supervisor - Tim Wittenbach; Clerk - Heather Hoffman

Treasurer - Tammi Wingeier,;

Trustees - David Fuss & Robert Flynn Treasurer - Janine Mork

Trustees - Rick Gillett and Duane Rasch
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Fifth grade students from St. Patrick’s Elementary were asked, “If you had all the
money you needed, what special present would you give and who would get it?”

If T had more than
enough money I would buy
a nice car with a full tank of
gas and a care basket.

Brady Hurley
Mrs. Markules

If T had all the money
in the world I would buy an
orphanage and give kids a
better life!

Cate Marshall
Mrs. Markules

If T had one-millon
dallors I would donate 3
quarters of my money to a
homeless shelter and use
the rest for education for my
family and other people.

Sara Goffer
Mrs. Markules

I would get an R.V. and
give it to the homeless.

Cody Foss

Mrs. Markules

If I had all the money I
would need I would donate
it to the poor and homeless
so everyone can have a great
Christmas.

John Seif
Mrs. Markules

If I had all the money

I needed I would give

money to the Armed Forces.

Because they are away from
their family.

Caleb Dye

Mrs. Markules

If I had $1,000,000, I
would buy food for the poor
in my community. I would
also give money to the poor,
so they can buy what they
need.

James Albert
Mrs. Markules

If I had all the money
in the world I would use it
to travel to places to teach
people about God.

Bella Squier
Mrs. Markules

If I had all the money
in the world T would give
it all away so, I could feel
homelesses peoples feelings
and pain.

Brody Hurley
Mrs. Markules

I would give half of it to
the poor. So that they could
buy a home and food.

Tony Denardo
Mrs. Markules

Jolly, Happy

Christmas

Hats off to

you, our valued customers and friends, at

Christmastime! We'd like to take this opportunity to
thank you for your goodwill and su ].rearmmld

N

maost

We

Here's hoping you and

INEITY SEas0TL H‘;

of the special things that make the holid
munﬂml::']e.

Ppracmtut

loved ones enjoy a
it be filled with all

so magical and

Best Wishes!

897-8457

www._ci_lowell. mi.us

City Manager - Michasl Bums
City Clerk - Susan Ullery

Treasurer - Suzanme Olin
Councimembers: Greg Canfield, Mike De\iore, Marty Chambers, Jeff Phiips, Jim Salzwedel

If T had all the many
I needed I would give
Health, dental care and
Educatication to the world
because some people don’t
have Education or dental
care and Health. Everyone
devereds Health, dental care
and Education.
Emma
Mrs. Markules

If I had all the money
that I needed I would give
it to my family so they
could get every thing they
want and need! I also with
the money left would help
hurricane causes.

Jack Lamoreaux
Mrs. Markules

If I had all the money

I needed I would buy coats

for homeless people and

I would also buy them

groceries and other things
they need.

Sam Richmond

Mrs. Markules

If I had all the money

I needed to buy a gift for

someone [ would buy

someone food that they

needed. Also buy Christmas
decoration.

Charles Brooks

Mrs. Markules

James Albert

Tl]EI\EH“lEItI’ 15 draw mﬂ
ne'u', 5{: We resen dmﬂ

De

El:t stwishes to our

:*n‘n od friends here!

T]rmlcs. for your

support 11 2017.

We look forvward

o Serving youl

s - Againsoon.

Lowell, Miohlgan

SERVICES OFFERED:

Sephic tanks vatuum cleamed

« Seplic Systems inspected

and repairad

= Efffuend filters installed & serviced
= Lift pumnp regair service
= Wigh waber alarms installed
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APRIL 5, 2017

Rookies Sportcards
Plus, 106 W. Main, is
celebrating  their  25th
anniversary in business in
Lowell soon. Don Reedy
Sr., a realtor and sports
card collector, opened the
store on April 12, 1992. His

son Jack Reedy is now the
owner and operator of the
store, one of the only places
to buy comics, cards, toys
and games between Grand
Rapids and Lansing. Jack
and Don worked side by
side at the store until Don
passed away in 2010.

The clock is ticking if
you want to run for a seat on
the city council in the Nov.
7, 2017 election. There are
three seats up for grabs on
the council, those currently
occupied by Greg Canfield,
James Hodges and mayor
Michael DeVore.

The Lowell city
council held their latest
regular meeting at city hall
on Monday, April 3. The
council discussed sewers,
bought some equipment and
nine citizens attended the
meeting, which lasted just
under 40 minutes.

The council approved
resolutions to finance the
purchase  of  $831,500
worth of equipment over
several years; a natural gas
compressor for $605,500, a
wheel loader for $179,000
and a skid steer loader for
$47,000.

It has been standing
room only at New Union
Brewery, 400 W. Main,
since Tyler Velting and Ryan
Stoepker opened Lowell’s
first brewery last November.
There are currently 11
different kinds of beer on

tap and they have some
interesting beer experiments
in the works.

“It changes from week
to week, but right now the
most popular beers are the
North Country Ale, the Red
Arrow Amber, the Midnight

COMIC
BOOKS

Blackberry Wheat and the
Big Squeeze Grapefruit
Cream Ale,” Velting said.

APRIL 12, 2017

The National Weather
Service issued a flood
advisory for areas along
the Grand River, including

Lowell. The NWS notice
noted flooding to the
fairgrounds, as well as
sections of Bowes Rd.,
Division, Front St. and
Jackson St.

“The  river  crested

Sunday evening at about
15 feet, eight inches,” said
Mark Mundt, superintendent
of Lowell's wastewater
treatment plant. “What that
means is the water was
15 feet, eight inches deep
at the Hudson St. bridge.
In comparison, during the
flood of 2013 the water level
by the bridge was 19 feet,
two inches. As of [Monday,
April 10] the water level is
at 15 feet, two inches and is
receding.

Inspired by the works
of J.K. Rowling, J.R.R.
Tolkien, L. Frank Baum
and C. S. Lewis, Lowell
High School student Lucas
Sherman began his own
writing journey in the
third grade. Seven years
and many stories later, the
now sophomore recently
received a top award in Kent
District Library short story
contest for his efforts as a
wordsmith.

A fitness trainer used an
AED machine and her CPR
training to save the life of a
man who had a heart attack
at the Lowell YMCA on
Thursday, March 9. Brad
Janowiak would have died
if not for the quick action
of Tabitha Goldsmith, a
certified personal trainer
and group fitness instructor
from Lowell.

APRIL 19, 2017

Lowell Township board
discussed a change to their
zoning laws that would
allow the sale of the Noon
Equipment  property to
Impact Wesleyan Church,
but decided to table the issue
until their May meeting so
that they can obtain a legal
opinion about the matter.

Among the many
things that attracts visitors
to Lowell are all of the
walking trails in the area.
Lowell is also the location
of the national headquarters

of the North Country Trail,
which is 4,600 miles long

and goes through New
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio,
Michigan, Wisconsin,
Minnesota  and  North

Dakota. There are currently
two projects underway that
are intended to expand and
connect local trails into a
network.

Lowell Light & Power
talked about buying a new
truck and adopted their
strategic plan at their latest
regular board meeting on
Thursday, April 13.

The board spent a great
deal of time discussing the
organization’s strategic plan

édger

APRIL 2017

wednesday « december « 27 « 2017

attheir March board meeting
and made many changes
and revisions. A copy of the
strategic plan is available to
read on the Lowell Light &

Power website.
“Going forward [ would
anticipate reviewing the

action items semiannually
and taking a brief look at
the strategic plan annually,”
Donkersloot said. “I
don’t think it’s necessary
to constantly tweak the

strategic plan to a major
degree, but to look at the
action items that are part of
the strategic plan, especially
before a budget comes out
every year.”

The board discussed the
purchase of a used forestry
truck. A brand new forestry
truck would cost around
$150,000.

The regular Lowell
City Council meeting was
held on Monday, April 17
and covered several agenda
items. The council heard
just one public comment
during their brief 20-minute
session. Just over a dozen

citizens attended the
meeting.
Minutes  began by

approving the agenda, the
filing of the minutes from
the council’s last meeting
and the  authorization
of payments due in the
amount of $619,488.02.
Councilman Greg Canfield
abstained sighting conflict
due to a current invoice due
between the city and his
business Canfield Plumbing
& Heating.

The council moved
forward by opening the
floor for citizen comment.
Lowell  resident Perry
Beachum, of 924 Riverside
Drive, reiterated concerns
already expressed to the
city planning commission.
“My question to the
planning commission was
why weren’t we paving the
parking lot and driveway
at the softball complex at
Rec Park. I was told that we
weren’t. Obviously I think
it is because of funding,
money, but my question
would be to the council.
We require that of residents
and businesses to have
hard surfaced parking lots,
driveways and sidewalks,
why isn’t the city following
their same rules?”

Andrea  Ketchmark’s
appointment as the new
executive  director  for
the North Country Trail
Association (NCTA) was
announced this morning by
Ruth Dorrough, president
of the NCTA board of
directors. “We couldn’t be
more pleased and excited
that Andrea Ketchmark
has agreed to move into
this leadership role for our
association,” said Dorrough.
Ketchmark will assume
these duties upon the July
31st retirement of Bruce

Matthews, NCTA executive
director since 2007.

APRIL 27, 2017

Villains were severely
outnumbered last Thursday
evening in Lowell as
superheroes  took  over
looking to do battle against
the winter blues with a warm
spring evening of shopping
during the Lowell Area

Chamber of Commerce
Girls Night Out.
There is an election

on Tuesday, May 2 and the
single thing on the ballot
will be a Kent Intermediate
School District millage
called “The Strong Schools,
Strong Communities
proposal.” If  passed,
it would mean a small
increase in property taxes
for a ten year period starting
this summer, but increased
revenue to educate children.

Lightning struck the
Ken and Kim Wittenbach
home at 2655 Lincoln Lake
early on the morning of
Thursday, April 20. Nobody
was hurt, but the home was
totally destroyed.

Year-In-Review,
continued
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Fifth grade students from Cherry Creek Elementary were asked,
“What do you think is the best thing about the hollday season?”

Do you love spending
time with family? Well I
do! It's the best thing about
the holiday season. Having
Time off school is great,
not because it means less
school, but because you
get to spend alot more time
with family. I like giving
gifts to show I care about
them. And frankly, it seems
like they feel the same. My
moms birthday is during
December, so I get to show [
care even more! Every year,
we work together to make
a tasty treat for some close
friends during the holiday
season, and normally we
make some for ourselves,
too. We always make
chocolate covered pretzels,
but occasionally we make
peanut butter fudge or
brownies instead. This year,
I'll make brownies with my
mom and we always have
fun making them! I wish
we could do this stuff more
often.

Lily Clemens
Mrs. Young

The holiday season
is apon us and that means
food. but before that we
have to prepare I get to try
the mashed potatoes before
we set it out. Last year even
my cats wanted some food!
We normaly have mashed
potatoes, green beans, steak,
and broccoli. When we eat |
can smell the food. I finally
sink my teeth in to the first
peice of broccoli.

Adria Herring
Mrs. Young

Do you like Christmas?
I do. My name is Juan
Angel and I am here to tell
you some reasons why I
like Christmas. Also what I
do to enjoy my Christmas.
First we put up a tree we
put candy canes on the

tree along with ornament's
Then we get presents for
evryone. We set them under
the tree. Last but not least
we always have a party
before Christmas break in
school. 1 always bring a
treat. Christmas makes me
feel better because it brings
my whole family together.
I hope you can enjoy
Christmas like I do.
Juan Angel Acosta
Mrs. Young

Fa-la-la-la-la-la-la,
what is the best part about
Christmas?  Presents!! I
think the best part about
Christmas is unwraping
presents with my family.
The first example 1 like
about opening presents
is I get to see relatives I
haven't seen in a long time.
My second reason [ love
opening presents the best is |
like to help my parents shop
and wrap presents. It can be
so fun to help wrap presents
since I knew what they
get! And the third reason I
like presents the best is my
family always buys dog toys
for my dogs and they get
so excited and its so cute!
I have such a great family,
pets, and city and giving
presents can make you feel
so good inside! That is why
I thing presents are the best
part about Christmas.

Sarah Harper
Mrs. Young

I think the very best
thing about the holiday
season is joining together as
a family! One reason I like
joining together as a family
is when my cousins from
Lansing and Pennsylvania
come over and we play in
the snow. Another thing
is you get to give presents
to people and we have 1
person opening a gift at a

It S your year.

time. Also, at dinner you get
to talk about memories from
past Christmas and we have
a kids table and adults table
and we each share a memory
then we can eat. So, whats
your favorite part or time of
the holiday season?
Reese Wagamon
Mrs. Young

Yay! It's Snowing and
Christmas is near! I love
the holiday Season and I
think the best thing about
it is being with family. One
way is that I can see family
that lives far away from
me! [ also can hang out
with my sister, mom, and
my dog over winter break!
Another reason is that I
can see family that [ rarely
see throughout the year at
Christmas partys. Finally I
get to be with my family at
Christmas partys and I can
have fun with them and see
them. That is why I think
that being with family is the
best thing about the holiday
season!

Erin Fife
Mrs. Young

Awesome! 1 think the
best part of the holiday
season is spending time
with family. At least that
is my oppinion. [ think
spending time with family is
the best part of the holiday
season becouse you don't
see them very much. One
of the reasons is becosue
they are at work. Also, we
are at school most of the
time. I like spending time
with family for christmas.
I like spending time with
them becouse they make
me laugh. Next, they always
want to sit by me when I
eat all the deliceous food
my Grandma makes. Lastly,
they like to give me lot's of
things for christmas. I like

Go ahead and make the most of it!

We wizh vou all the
have done to make this

nwbnat

best in 201

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC.

8. Thank

past year a succ

1450 W. Main 5., Lowedl, NI

{616) 8979231
{800) 798-9973

Moreday - Fricay 4 an-7 pr;
5l H an-30pn; Sun_ B am-3 pm

you for all you

LOCALLY OWNED SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY

|

| Autum Cross =

spending time with family
for Christmas. it truly is the
best part.

Wyatt Baker

Mrs. Young

"It's the holidays"!
Nothing's better at the
holidays than decorating
the Christmas tree.

Decorating the Christmas
tree leads toward family
bonding time. It also
makes up funny memories.
When you decorate the
Christmas tree you can see
all the ornaments you have
received over the years. My
favorite ornament is my
ugly sweater ornament, it
makes me laugh a lot. Last,
if you didn't know it is really
fun to decorate the tree in
my famiy. Last year my dad
used the grabber (which was
very hard to find) to put the
angel on the tree. I hope he
doesn't have to this year or
my sister and I might not be
awake to see the tree light
up.
Marisa Miller
Mrs. Young

* Bee

When its Christmas
time my mind thinks about
opening gifts with my
family. My faverit thing
about Christmas is opening
gifts with family because,
we have a spcial order for
unwrapping gifts. Second
of all its all of the colorful
wrapping paper because I
love the colors and designs.
I mean its so colorful and I
love it! Finally its spending
time with my family. What
I mean by that is my family
usually don't spend this
much time with each other.
While we open gifts were
laughing with each other
and making memories.

Happy Christmas
Quinn Mitchell
Mrs. Young

Do you like Christmas I
do. But Christmas is not just
not about family it's about
celebrating jesus's birthday.
The people of the world
chose this day to be a holiday
and so they started calling
it Christmas so that's how
it got it's name. Are family

tradition is eating ham, corn,
beans and drink milk. This
is how they ate the same
thin. This is we celebrate
Christmas every year in our
house. It's a holiday have
fun this Christmas.

Jesse Bliss

Mrs. Young

My family have a
Christmas party on the
17th. First what we do is eat
dinner then we play cards
and santa come's and then
we open Christmas presents.
We pray next we go home
and have a cake. I wish that
the Christmas party was
forever and ever. I remeber
when my brother Mike and
my moms cousin threw my
brother head first into the
SNOW.

Caleb Souders
Mrs. Young

feat Counter

II)IIES Farm Meats, LLG.

7965 Potters Road, Saranac, Ml

616-642-9212

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 8 to 5;
Sat Btod

FAMILY OWNED FOR SIX GENERATIONS
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the

Chirstmas
most wonderfull time of
the year. My favorite thing

It 1is

on Christmas is family
my family and I can play
monapoly or talk about are
day or funny stuff. I also like
no school you go to school
alot so a break is nice.
Present are nice to because
you can get things you have
always wanted like a video
game.
Nathaniel Haywood
Mrs. Young

The best part about
the holiday season is the...
hot cocoa! First of all the
hot cocoa is delicious and
sweet. Seond of all, hot
cocoa is so hot ouch! it is
perfect after you come in
from the snow. Third of
all, hot cocoa is perfect
when you'er watching a
movie. My forth reason
is it is so chocolatly and
sweet and it goes great with
whipped cream, sprinkles
and marshmallows! that is
why I think hot cocoa is the
best thing about the holiday
season!

Lily Boland
Mrs. Young

I like spending time
with my family outside in
the snow. My family and I
build snowmen with sticks,
rocks, and gloves. Next we
have a snowball fight. Ther
are 2 teams. 3 on each side.
I'm the first to get out with
my brother. But at the end
my team wins. Later my
brother and I have a race
down the hill on our sleds.
I have only won one time.
But this year I'll win. At last
we get to go in side to watch
Christmas moives and then
will laugh and laugh. Then
after the moives are Mom
and Step-Dad tells us to go
to bed for the night.

Jordan Tyler
Mrs. Young

The best thing about the
holiday season is decorating
the tree. I like the tree
because of the lights. The
lights make the tree look
beauitiful. 1 also like the
light because of all of the
colors. Red, blue, green,
yellow, and orange. you
do not want just a plain
old tree do you? I also like
the angel/star on top of the
tree. It makes me feel so
happy I could just burst out
joy. I wish everyone a great
Christmas and a Happy New
Year!

Jeremey Granholm
Mrs. Young

I wait about 365 days a
year for this holiday. I think
the best part of the holiday is
giving gifts. I like to see the
excitment on everyones face
when they get a gift. It fun
when people make me gift's
too. I always get the greatest
feelling when people are
having fun opening gifts
together. one gift | gave was
a pair of headphones to my
brother and he loved them.
Want do you think is the
best part of the holiday?

Spencer Orth
Mrs. Young

"l can't wait for my
friends and family" I say
in my head I think they are
my favorate thing about
the holiday season I'm still
waiting at the door with my
purple coat looking back
at the old times Like when
we played games outside in
the snow. "Knock Knock"
my mum opens the door.
"Wheres my little girl!" my
gramdma yells. She hugs
me and kisses me. I see all
of my friends and family.
I race down the stairs and
give them a hug. Then my
brothers and my friends and
I plan to make the biggest
snow ball fight ever.

Kristin O'Neill
Mrs. Young

Kaylee Elve

My family puts lights
on our trees and arond
whindows and our doors. |
put lights in my room and
I keep them on at night to
have it Bring lights out for
I can see when I decorate I
do it with family it is more
fun to do it with family. to
celebrate Christmas.

Hope Brandt
Mrs. Young

I believe Christmas is
the best holiday seasons
because you can go
sleding and spending time
with family. Christmas is
awesome, because you can
start a snowball fight with
your friends. The reason
why 1 like snowball fights
is, because its a fun outdoor
activity to do with all your
friends. Another reason
why 1 lik snowballs is,
because you can gather all
friends and then throw a
snowball at them all. I cant
wait for Christmas. In fact,
i wish it was Christmas!
Hopefully, this year i can
set up the Christmas tree!
I wish everyone a merry
Christmas!

Ethan Roush
Mrs. Young

Christmas Is so fun
there are sledIng, bakelng,
drinkIng hot cocoa, and
openlng glfts. But thelrs
one thing I love, Its family.
Becasue you can do all
those things but laugh, llke
when [ hlt my brother In
the face with a snow ball.
I could see mom wearing a
funny blueberry coat. And
my brother squels wlth
dellght when he sees the
lIghts and presents, I wish It
was Chlstmas now!

Lukas Ober
Mrs. Young

Twas the night befor
Christmas. 1 like waiting
for Santa Claus, becaus he
make me happy sometimes.
I leave coockies for Santa
Claus and Mrs. Claus that
why Christmas so important
to Santa Claus.

Emilee-Mahony
Mrs. Young

I think the Best thing
about the holiday season
is that you are with your
friends and family. And
the food chocolate fudge
and the eggnog makes the
holiday Awesome.

Logan Kaufman
Mrs. Young

The best part of the
season is Christmas. One
Reason is because There are
Presents on Christmas Day.
Family Gathering by the tree
with Love, carring, sharing,
freindship. we Also have
Blessing's on Christmas.
To be thankfull for what we
have.

Garrett Hendrick
Mrs. Young

“lédger
Cherry Creek Elementary, continued

I think the best thing
about the holiday season is
sitting around the tree and
building snow man.

Rileigh Sloma

Mrs. Smith / Ferrentino

I think the best thing
is gatering around the
tree watching TV opning
presents and plaing in the
snow and drinking hot
cocoa and spending time
with my famly.

Landon Wolfe Pearce

Mrs. Smith / Ferrentino

Famly snow, Jesus and
opening presents, chrismas
movies, new years, hot
cacoa baking, elf on the
shelf,

Brady Devore
Mrs. Smith

That  family's  get
together and How we get
to have Christmas Movie
night.

Bella Rairigh
Mrs. Smith

I think the best thing is
opening presents.

Braddock King

Mrs. Smith

I think the best thing
about the holidays is Jesus.

Lillyan Andrews

Mrs. Smith / Ferrentino

Opening presents
because you get new fun
stuff to play with!

Rylan
Mrs. Smith

I think the best thing
about the holiday season is
all the happiness and all the
joy everybody has and how
much everybody loves the
SNOw.

Joash Kooi
Mrs. Smith

I think the best part
about the holiday season
is waking up Christmas
morning with a good
breakfast and lots of great
presents.

Carter Ray
Mrs. Smith

Opening presents.
Tyler Miller
Mrs. Smith

I like to spend time with

my family and pets. I also I

like to put up the tree and
deckorations.

Autum Cross

Mrs. Smith

What I think is the best
thing about the holiday
season is decareting the tree.

Jacob Webb
Mrs. Smith

Buying gifts.
Kaitlyn Wilczewski
Mrs. Smith

Christmas Break.
Leland
Mrs. Smith

I think the best thing is
geting to spend the holiday
with my family and opening
presents and watching them
being opened.

Kadence Granholm
Mrs. Smith

Setting up the Christmas

tree with family.
Franklin Kraft
Mrs. Smith

The warm feeling wen
your with your family.

Chris W. Raymor

Mrs. Smith

I like snow, snowball

fights, sledding, and
prasents.

Rylee Hull

Mrs. Smith

Hanging out  with

family opening presents on

Christmas, also to selebrate
Jesus and his Birth day.

Kaylee Elve

Mrs. Smith

Being with your family
becase you dont get to see
them alot and Jesus birthday.

Casey Engle
Mrs. Smith

When Jesus was born to
take away our sin.

Noah Chipman

Mrs. Smith

Celabrating Christmas
with family and friends.

Ady Krieg

Mrs. Smith

The tree and present's.
Gabby Gahan
Mrs. Grooters

My Favorite part about
the holiday season is giving
presents, getting presents,
snow days, going shopping,
and going to party's!

Ava Boruta
Mrs. Grooters

I think the best thing
about the holiday season is
spending time with family
or snow days!!!

Avah VanderMeulen
Mrs. Grooters

The  Presents  and
geting together with family
members and friends.

Jero Carrasco
Mrs. Grooters

The best thing about the
holiday season is spending
time with family.

Landon DeVito
Mrs. Grooters

To spend time with
family, and have fun.

Elijah Wilterink

Mrs. Grooters

giving presents going
shoping & seeing famly.

lzzy

Mrs. Grooters

talking with family at

my houses table and playing
with my cuzins.

Zaiden Keith

Mrs. Grooters

Giving Gift's to others.
and spending time with
family and friends.

Kaylee Ybarra
Mrs. Grooters

Christmas brake.
Leon Kelly
Mrs. Grooters

Ho! Ho!
Christmas!!!!
Hope Worsley

Mrs. Grooters

Ho! Merry
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The best thing about the
holiday season is spending
time with my family or
snow-days.

Cumeing toger and
eating alot presents, to
famley.

Austin

my family and I build forts
to Block the snowballs from
hitting us. Plus I hit my
brother A lot! Christmas is

Abby Gregory Mrs. Grooters — my favorite time of the year!
Mrs. Grooters Natalie
The best thing about the Mrs. Severts

Haveing fun  and
Drinking hot coco.

Nick Goos

Mrs. Grooters

Christmas!
Laidyn Dirlkiewicz
Mrs. Grooters

I think the Best thing
About the Holiday season
is spending time with my
family.

holiday season is snow days
and toys.

Owen Kamradt

Mrs. Grooters

Christmas break.
Paul Fowler
Mrs. Grooters

My favoraite thing
about Christmas is spending
time with my family. I
love when they open the

My favorite thing to
Do During the Holidays is
to look At Christmas lights
i love to set up lights too
one time A house in my
neigHborHood was on the
radio. There was Christmas
lights evreywere around the
House. There was rainDeer,
santa and snow angles. My
mom and my always like to
set up lights. I Love Lights.

“lédger
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Adria Herring

Mercie Fuentes presents [ got them. I also Mason
Mrs. Grooters  love sitting next to the fire Mrs. Severts L
place and drinking hot e T
Spending time with my chocolate. In addition, I My favorite event in ", | ! :r' I A
friends and family. love putting ornaments on the holiday season is meals i /T ' "
Norah Orth  the Christmas tree. That's with my family. The food P _:1_ [ A
Mrs. Grooters  why the Christmas holiday is so good! My grandma e o .__..e'
is special to me. makes most of the food, but = m ' ':,_ o
Snow Days. Eliana Thompson  all of my family makes great ] e NN L ol
Isaac Bouwman Mrs. Severts  additons. 'i-. : “-"' I
Mrs. Grooters Noah Burton (0 i P
My favorite thing about Mrs. Severts X 3 P
Giving presents to my Christmas is either staying _.J'" ’
family. up on Christmas Eve with My favorite thing to - ds AP :
Carter Cichocki my brother Evan or having do on the holidays is seeing (= W = j
Mrs. Grooters A snowball fight with my my family and relatives on " =
family, I love staying up Christmas. We play games !
I think the food is the because we usually play A and laugh a lot. We play a
best part of the holiday game, watch tom and Jerry, lot of monolopy and when
season! eat cookies, and play legos. I we play monolopy we laugh
Titus Rhodes  love snowball fights because  a lot. - Sarah Harper

Mrs. Grooters

Jackson
Mrs. Severts

Be the Life of the Party.

Stay Safe...Don’t Drink and Drive and

Rejoiceinthe

Giftsofthe Scason

May Christmas deliver the

best gifiz of all to you and

yours this year:

Peace, Love, Heaith, Sk
Happiness & Friendship

Don’t Let Friends Drive Dru_nk._

Merry Cliristmas and
best wishes fara
bicsscd New Year.

&, PuroClean

The Paramedics of Property Damage

M

The Insurance Insthrie for Highway Safely reporis that New
Year's Day s one of he worsl deys of e yesr for felal ceshes
imohing dunk drisers. Dan® ket e good mes dowd your good
pdgement. Az you make your New Year's BEve paly plans this
yeur, be sune o indude plars o seke and sober innsportation.

Thank you for all your support and generasity
throughout 2017. Here’s to good health and
lasting fmendships in the New Year!

1151 Bowes Rd, Lowell
616-608-1717

www Mol lesn comipger-mi

FPink Arrow Pride INpes emak jsejstmrocieancom
ruiobeaware be P 1N K ARROW
responsihie and be

safe on New Years Cve. D E
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Draw a holid: 3‘"' -

Vivyenne Skinner

- ¥
i
Y ._f'r
oo :l'
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Aysha VandenBosch
Kailye Gustin

M e r‘ a I It I I‘e . The hﬂ:..Hs ru'e; -.:iff.a:..ﬁ:e.rff the lists are checked;
Chrisimas i1s here, bringing good cheer.
Bank ﬂf M":hlgan There’s just one thing we've lefi to do:

send our very best wishes to each one of you!

‘hanks to our customers and neighbors all
.uu-nulm'.-]u tor vour t'|i| 1|Ll-l1i|~.mql u'q'mri

HAPPY HOLIDAYS We i you ol b o ot
.illl.. in the Mew ¥ ear. H.L I ”thhl:.._-,-_

CHARTER"TOWNSHIE Phone 897-7600

mercbank.com Bl i D OWQ" SR el

2910 Alden Nash * Lowell
-

Supervisor - Jerry Hale = Clerk - Monica Burtt * Treasurer - Ronda Benedict
Trustees - Carlton Blongh, Mark Anderson, Willlom Thompsan, Steve M. VanderZiel
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