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It’s time for the annual Riverwalk Festival
~Three-day festival begins this Thursday, July 7

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

The Riverwalk Festival
is Lowell’s annual three-day
summer party. This year the
Riverwalk Festival will take
place on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, July 7, 8 and
9.

“The businesses on
Main St. and the food
establishments do very well
during Riverwalk,” said
Liz Baker, Lowell Area
Chamber of Commerce
executive director. “We
like people to patronize our
businesses. If you just want
to come and eat, there are
lots of different things to
eat. If you’re just here to
listen to entertainment you
can do that as well. Kids can
go play in the Kid Zone and
there’s always lots of fun
games for them to play.”

The Riverwalk Festival
will start with live music
on Thursday, July 7 by Joe
Hertler and the Rainbow
Seekers, then continue on
Friday, July 8 with local
favorite, the Kari Lynch
Band.

“We are going to kick
our festival off on Thursday
night with a Sizzlin’ Summer
Concert,” Baker said. “Joe
Hertler and the Rainbow
Seekers will perform live on
the Showboat. Friday night
[July 8] is more kind of the
party night. We’re excited,
that will be a good night.”

There is a long list of
favorite activities that are
returning for the entire
three-day event.

“We’re going to bring
the free pontoon rides back
this year,” Baker said, “along
with street entertainers, the
cash bar on the Showboat,
arts and crafts booths, the
commercial vendors and the
nonprofits, the classic cars
will be back and the canoe
and kayak race on the river
will be back.”

Englehardt  Library’s
used book sale is always
swamped  with  people

looking for rare and out-of-
print books.

Riverwalk Festival,
continued, page 4

Farmers’ market in full swing on Thursdays

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Lowell’s downtown
Farmers’ Market is in

full swing each Thursday
afternoon located at the city
parking lot on the corner of
Monroe and Avery Street,
just east of the Showboat.
The market is open from 12-
5:30 pm and features about a
dozen vendors from Lowell
and surrounding areas.

Vendor Sandy VanDyke
sells her creamy varieties
of fudge at the market.

Vendors include
SwissLane Farms of Alto,
new vendor Sandy’s Fudge
and Wabasis Creek Farms of
Greenville.

Other highlights
include an onsite tasting of
locally developed mead,
artisan breads and pastries
from Saranac-based Busy
Beez Bakery, herbs fresh

from Clarksville’s Brewer
Farm, and homemade dog
snacks from blossoming
Lowell business the Pawstry
Shoppe owned by Amy
Albert.

The cleverly named
company is in its first year
according to Albert who
joined the market this season
with products inspired and

approved by her own family
dog Axl Rose. “I make
everything right in my own
kitchen. We just got started
up so we are keeping it
local and seeing where we
can go from there. We have
our little Ax]l Rose at home
and he is our official taste
tester.”

Vendor space for the
market is still available on
both a daily and seasonal
basis. Further information
and applications can be
found online at www.
lowellchamber.org or
by contacting Cinnamin
Piggott at (616) 916-9193.
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Lowell to become a Trail Town,

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

Lowell is already the
national headquarters of the
North Country Trail. Soon
it will also become a “Trail
Town.” A Trail Town is a
town that lies on or near a
long distance trail and offers
interesting and  unique
attractions to hikers. The
North Country Trail is 4,600
miles long and goes through
New York, Pennsylvania,

DATE

Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, and  North
Dakota.

“This project will not
only improve and showcase
the North Country National
Scenic Trail in and around
Lowell, but it also offers
opportunities to provide
for users of the Flat River
Valley and LARA trails,
paddlers on the Flat and
Grand rivers and even

EQUIVER.Y

5K RUN & FAMILY WALK
SEPTEMBER 17 IN DOWNTOWN LOWELL
sign up ot WWW._pInkarrowpride.org

PINK ARROW PRIDE 2016

the dirt road cyclists that
come to the Lowell area
to ride their bikes on our
scenic back roads,” Andrea
Ketchmark of the North
Country Trail Association
said in a press release.
“It offers businesses the
opportunity to successfully
market to all of those
outdoor recreationists, both
visitors and residents.”

The North Country Trail

%AVEPINK ARROWBAOK
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Town steering committee
will have a public meeting
at city hall on Monday, July
11 from 6 pm until 8 pm.
“At the next meeting,
we’ll  start to identify
the existing and needed
infrastructure and amenities
and do a walking assessment
of a portion of the trail
through town,” Ketchmark
added in the press release.

We have held on to many of last year's banners -
IF ¥YOU HAVE ONE TO HANG PLEASE DROP IT OFF

(by July 25) AT THE LEDGER OFFICE (105 N. Broadway)
we'd like to see Main Street
FILLED WITH PINKI

IT you {or your organization) purchased
a Main Street banner last year.

e

In Mmoo

Tom Tschannen

Fraonrn Frarpnne 55

Fuller Septic

e neec
lllilllllllgr hang your banner again this year...

Your domslion will leip suppord locel Bemiliss sl indivichty el
e o B cacr joweey Hhrosgl Lowsd Cosssun by Walseen and Side's Clulh

The cost is 0™ to display your previous banner

- HEW BAMNERS 199"
Pleaze fill in your name, address and phone number

Any questions contact
Teresa Beachum at 616.581.6199

below, check yes or no and send this information back
to us at- PO Box 246, Lowell, M 49331 or call 616581 6199
We thank you for your support.

YES! YIM GAN

Banners will begin

SAVE THE DATE

Friday. Sept. 16 - Lowell hosts Ottawa Hills

wednesday ¢ july 6 « 2016

public meeting Monday, July 11

A NST
A NCT (on-road)
A7 Spur Trail

1 inch equals 0.5 miles i
1:31,680

DN

The Lowell area of the North Country National
Scenic Trail.

Cry

Tarry &knl proimris
ull puur |Ha's marmrin

Lake
Estade

g ]

616-259-B675
2311 E Baltline Ave. SE, 5te. 102, Grand Rapids

FarmBureaul nsurance.com

the IUWEII(j g e r

[LUSFE 4530
Publichad week iy For 521 B year
for ziprodes beginning with 400 or 305
¥ a yeor oy nlher zip code
Deesaline for displey adwerdisng is Fralay st Hoon
Creadine ko dassied edvertsing = Mondey 8l 5 pm
Publisher

(616} BOV-9761
rmall: lndgerifiicwe|Buyesguids com
Spoywed O Posbagy Pakd ai Losel, 1

Publsben rery Wednesoay
POSTMASTER: Send saddress change io:
The Lowed | edger
PO Bax 128 - Loacd, M1 48331

wan. thelwellirdger.com



wednesday ¢ july 6 « 2016

“lédger

page 3

Big Band Nouveau plays for a large crowd on the Riverwalk

by Kathryn Atwood

contributing reporter music lovers to the Lowell Sunny skies and

The sound of the Showboat Sizzlin® Summer pleasant temperatures
16-piece ensemble Big Concert last Thursday welcomed a large crowd
Band Nouveau welcomed evening. for the concert both filling

Kayaks and pontoons float beside a full Riverwalk to listen to the
16-member Big Band Nouveau.

street

COVERED BRIDGE BIKE TOUR
The Fallasburg Historical Society will hold its annual Covered Bridge Bike Tour
on Sunday, July 10. All well-marked routes from 12 to 100 miles begin and end in the
historic village of Fallasburg. Register in advance online at www.fallasburg.org or on site
at the Schoolhouse Museum from 7-9 am the day of the event. For more information or to
volunteer call 616-682-0785 or email: kentamke@comcast.net

GILDA’S CLUB LOWELL CLUBHOUSE

Garden with Gildas — Tues., July 12, 1-3 pm. Come on over and join us in the gardens,
the 2nd Tuesday of each month. There are a variety of ways to help maintain and enjoy the
beautiful gardens here at Gilda’s Club Lowell. We welcome your help.

Camp Sparkle - Tuesdays, July 12, 19, 26 and August 2, 10 am-2:30 pm. Camp
Sparkle is a program of Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids. We invite your children to connect
with other children impacted by cancer or grief. Together, we will be traveling around the
world, here at the clubhouse (1806 Bridge Street NW), with our “Share Around the World”
theme. Please register by calling 616-453-8300.

Cake and Thanks! — Tues., July 19, 4-5 pm. Join us for an open house and piece
of gratitude cake as we thank the students and staff in the Lowell school district for their
generosity in “Pink-ing It Forward” to Gilda’s Club Lowell throughout the year.

Chitchat Readers Book Club — Tues., July 19, 4:15-5:15 pm. Join other members of
Gilda’s Club in discussing a great book. Stop by the clubhouse to borrow a book.

Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson St. For more information call 897-8600 or visit
www.gildasclubgr.org/pinkarrow

YOUTH ART CLASSES
Youth art classes are being offered for students ages 8 to 12 at LowellArts! Classes are
3-5 pm on Wednesdays and a few spots are still available in these remaining sessions: July
13 — Drawing Animals on Scratchboard; July 20 — Torn Paper Circus Mosaics; and July 27
— Circus Prints. Registration is required. Program sponsored by Lowell Rotary Club. For
more information or to register, visit www.lowellartsmi.org or call 616-897-8545.

YOUTH THEATER
Big Top Barry Youth Theater Experience is being offered by LowellArts! for students
ages 7-18. The class that will meet July 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 and August 1, 2, 3, 6-7:30 pm
at Fallasburg Park, will learn the basics of acting, assist with set design and prepare a short
play. For more information or to register, visit www.lowellartsmi.org or call 616-897-
8545.

OPEN TABLE
Lowell’s Open Table is now serving free weekly meals to residents of the greater Lowell
community. Join them on Thursday evenings from 5:00 to 7:00 pm for a hearty, homemade
meal. Located in the First Congregational Church of Lowell, UCC, 865 Lincoln Lake SE.

Feel free to send your event information to the Ledger for Along Main St. All submission requests for Along Main St. are subject to space
limitations. The Ledger makes no assurances that they will appear in print. To ensure that an event notification will appear in the Ledger, it
is best to place a paid advertisement. All efforts will be made to place suitable items in the Along Main St. column but they are printed at the
discretion of the publisher. For profit events, church services, yard sales and the like, will not appear in this column.

the Riverwalk and the
water of the Flat River
with spectators. The Grand
Rapids based band shared
their jazz and Latin infused
sound.

The band boasts a core
membership which includes
Michael Doyle, Fred Knapp,
Mark Wells and Joe and
Paul Lesinski, along with
an energetic love for music

which translates to their

audience.
Next week the concert
series will feature Joe

Hertler and the Rainbow
Seekers, a Motown and
folk rock band who exude
a 60s hippy spirit and
creativity. In a rare occasion
for the series, the two-hour
show will also feature two
opening acts, folk singer and

musician Ralston Bowles
and passionate lyricist and
vocalist Audrey Pearson.

Showtime is scheduled
for this Thursday at 7 pm
with the Rainbow Seekers
taking stage at 7:45. As
always food, refreshments
and adult beverages are
available onsite along with
both bleacher and lawn
seating.

Music is a moral law. It gives soul to
the universe, wings to the mind, flight
to the imagination, and charm and
gaiety to life and to everything.

~ Plato

LL&P to install high tech meters

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

Lowell Light &
Power’s Advanced
Metering Infrastructure

Project is getting closer to
implementation. The new
meters will replace every
L&P customer’s electric
meter with a new, high tech
meter. The new meters will
allow L&P customers to
view power use statistics,
pay bills online, closely
monitor their electricity
consumption online, check
for outages, communicate
with the company, and a lot
more.

“It’s going to be
awesome,” said Lowell
Light & Power assistant
general manager  Steve
Donkersloot. “One of the
biggest benefits will be for
commercial customers,

because they’ll be able to

monitor their power usage
on half hour increments
so they can try to control
their demand, which
is a component of big
commercial customers’
bills.”

The new meters
will allow all 2,700 L&P
customers to get instant
information from the utility.

“The customer portal
will be both an app and a
platform that somebody can
log onto with a computer,”
Donkersloot said. “They’ll
be able to view their usage,
view their billing, submit a
service request, receive and
e-bill, pay their bill, view
energy efficiency tips, and
view outage information. An
outage map will eventually
be part of that.”

Work on the project has
already started. Recently

signal  boosters, called
“relays,” were placed on
power poles around town
and a lot of computer
equipment is being installed

at the L&P office.

“We’re still looking
at late summer, August
or September, for the

actual deployment of the
meters,” Donkersloot
said. “Everything is going
according to schedule.”
Donkersloot will give
a presentation about the
project at the Lowell city
council meeting at city hall
at 7 pm on Monday, August
1. Customers with questions
or concerns before that
might attend the next L&P
board meeting, which will
take place at their 127 N.
Broadway office at 6 pm on
Wednesday, July 13.

Thursds at pm
in front of the Lowell Showboat on
Riverwalk Plaza in downtown Lowell
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Riverwalk Festival, continued

“The Englehardt
Library used book sale,
that’s a biggie. That’s always
a huge hit at the Riverwalk
Festival,” Baker said.

Flat River Outreach
Ministries is doing their
Food Fight again this year
and the winner will be
revealed at the Riverwalk
Festival on Saturday.

“FROM’s Food Fight
begins in May at the high
school and then it spreads
to the community,” Baker
said. “It’s always been the
north against the south,
the south against the north,
Main St. being the dividing
line. Riverwalk is the end
of the Food Fight and they
always announce the winner
at Riverwalk.”

Saturday is also the
day of the big parade and
the talent show on the
Showboat. If you want to
participate in the open mic
night on the Showboat,
you can register on the
Lowell Area Chamber of
Commerce website.

“The parade starts at
noon and the entertainment

that day is always the open
mic,” Baker said. “We’ve
done that the last couple
years and that’s gone really
well. There’s lots of people
that come out and do it and
that’s fun.”

The Duck Raffle is
your chance to win a pile of
money.

“Our Duck Raffle ticket
sales will start that night
as well,” Baker said. “First
prize is $1,000, with five
$100 winners. Cold, hard
cash.”

Many  stores  and
galleries on Main St. will
have sidewalk sales and
other special events.

“Saturday for sure
you’ll see a lot of merchants
downtown out on the streets
with their wares,” Baker
said. “We have so many
antique dealers now. It’s
really nice, I think it adds to
the whole ambiance of the
downtown. It’s just kind of
natural for people to walk
around town.”

The pig roast was
such a huge success the
first year that they ran out

'Ilasdl Farm hlarl:et.”w

Frail Alden Nash NE - 8878212 or BA7F-84.21
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of pork. This year the pig
roast will be on Thursday
from 5 pm until 7 pm. Even
if they run out, there is no
shortage of food choices
at the Riverwalk Festival.
Your choices will include
barbecue, wood-fired pizzas
and about eight other food
booths and trucks.

On Saturday Lowell
will close out the Riverwalk
Festival with a bang.

“We are still going to do
the fireworks on Saturday
night, that’s our grand
finale,” Baker said. “A lot
of people go to Stoney
Lakeside Park on Bowes
Road because that’s where
they shoot them from. But
many people, like me, we go
to the fairgrounds, because
you can view them from
over there as well. 1 like
it there because it’s open.
Everybody has their favorite
spot where they go for the
fireworks.”

Not all of the details
have been worked out yet,
but you can expect to find
lots of family-friendly
events and activities around
Lowell’s Riverwalk and
historic downtown for the
duration of the festival.

“There’s a little bit
for everybody to do, from
classic cars to shopping,”
Baker said. “It really, truly
is a family event.”

A lot more information
including maps, a list of
area hotels, vendor and
parade applications and
a schedule of events can
be found on the official
Riverwalk Festival website,
riverwalkfestival.org or
by calling the Lowell Area
Chamber of Commerce at
616-897-9161.
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Michigan’s beer distributors

celebrate Michigan Craft Beer Month

Michigan’s  independent,  locally-owned  beer
distributors are proud to help craft brewers across the state
celebrate Michigan Craft Beer Month, which began July 1.

“Thanks to Michigan’s independent and family-owned
beer distributors, our state is now the fifth largest beer
producer in the country with over 200 small brewers and
brewpubs,” said Spencer Nevins, president of the Michigan
Beer and Wine Wholesalers Association. “Michigan is
poised to keep growing and launch even more new breweries
and distributors are proud to play a role in this continued
success story.”

The state’s beer distributors play a pivotal role in
helping local craft brewers grow their brand and provide
incomparable access to retailers, big and small, across the
state. Michigan beer distributors will continue to play that

Point

page 5

crucial role in this month-long celebration of Michigan craft
beer as brewers showcase their brands at tap takeovers,
special events and festivals.

“Independent, local beer distributors help promote
growth, choices and competition, working hand-in-glove
with small craft brewers to help them succeed today and in
the future,” said Nevins.

Michigan’s beer distributors employ 5,000 people and
have a direct economic impact of more than $610 million
in the state. The state’s entire beer industry, ranging from
brewers and distributors to retailers and supporting industries
such as agriculture, transportation and hospitality, pumps
more than $6.6 billion into the state’s economy each year.
According to a report released in 2015 by the National Beer
Wholesalers Association and the Beer Institute, Michigan
ranks No. eight nationally in total beer jobs and 14th in total
economic output.
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By Joanna Barr

125 years ago
Lowell Journal
July 8, 1891

O. Beach has taken up a novel branch of stock
raising—skunks—having 11 old pets and 80 little ones,
which are attracting visitors from adjoining towns, and
“Skunk Haven”—so called—is no dangerous place.

Emily Weekes is like a “touch me not” school marm.
She has a felon on her thumb and commences to
“holler” don’t look at me.

The rain last night and this morning is just what is
needed for the early potatoes, though some with hay to
draw wont quite like it. Wheat in some fields has gone
down badly. We can’t account for it unless the straw
is weak from its rapid growth during the earlie spring
rains. We have had no storms to cause its falting.

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

July 6, 1916

The drinking and gambling debauch held in Lowell
in the name of our glorious Independence day, was
a disgrace to civilization. Hereafter, probably, some
precautions will be taken before the name of our town
is lent to irresponsible parties to drag in the mire.

Principles are expensive. The Ledger has
just refused an order for $200 worth of cigarette
advertising. It costs something—in more ways than
one—to publish a clean newspaper. Did you know it?
Please remember it next time you see something here
you do not like.

75 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
July 10, 1941

Softball games at Recreation Park are drawing
bigger crowds of late, no doubt due to the fact that

a new night-lighting system has been installed by the
Municipal light plant crew. The diamond has also been
reconditioned, the grandstand has a coat of paint and
a new protective screen. It all goes to make a big
improvement.

The Ledger has been informed by Ben Told, man
about town who hears everything, that a number of
residents are planning on putting in drive-wells, no
doubt remembering the pure, cold, delicious water
that used to be obtained in that manner. The Common
Council might consider the installation of a number of
drive-wells to be used by the people of their respective
neighborhoods. Well! Well! Well!

50 years ago
Lowell Ledger
July 7, 1966

One of the country’s top humorists and winner of the
coveted Emmy and Peabody awards, Bob Newhart,
born and raised in Chicago, lllinois, has been billed
as the top act for the ‘66 Showboat, which will make
its first docking at the Showboat Stadium on Monday
evening, July 25.

Work on the new sewage treatment plant, just
south of Recreation Park, is moving rapidly. At this
time it is about one-third complete. Each digester
will hold 45,000 gallons, which will be heated, to Kill
the bacteria and then the solids will be pumped into
drying pits. The liquid sewage will be chlorinated and
pumped into the river. The new plant, which is part of
the cleanup of the Grand River basin, will have a total
cost of nearly $400,000, and an annual operating cost
of $20,000.

25 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
July 10, 1991

Sunday storm rips down trees and leaves many
in area without power. The weekend storm helped to
put School and City problems on the back burner, and
replaced them with more intimate inconveniences.
While many residents in the City of Lowell were
without power for short periods of time Sunday
evening, residents on the outskirts of the City limits
may have to deal with the inconveniences of no water,
and no electric up through Thursday. That is unless
they are hooked up with Lowell Light and Power. Herb
Haines, Lowell Light and Power Superintendent, said
as of Monday evening all but just a couple of homes
had electricity. “Those homes had their house services
ripped off their homes by the wind,” Haines said.
Possibly glad to see its name off the front pages, the
Lowell School Board reached out to those who will be
without electric for at least the next couple of days as
it agreed to open up the Lowell Middle School shower
facilities to community members who are currently

without power, from 7 a.m. until 9 p.m. through Friday.
“We ask that people bring their own towels and soap.
Those who would like to take water home with them are
also asked to bring water containers. People should
also use the Middle School’s east entrance next to
the gymnasium. And please, no snapping towels in
the shower,” laughs Lowell’s Director of School and
Community Services, Dick Korb. Haines said this is
the worst storm to hit the Lowell area since the ice
storm. “When Lowell was hit by the ice storm it took 39
hours to get services back to all of our Lowell Light and
Power customers,” he said. “It took roughly 24 hours
to get people back on line this time.” Haines added
that there are still downed trees and limbs that need to
be taken care of. Lowell City Manager Dave Pasquale
said that if people will put there tree branches out
by the curb, the City will pick them up. “The City will
provide this service all this week, and has set aside
Monday and Tuesday of next week to pick up what
was missed. Haines said the downed trees and limbs
disrupted the primary and secondary distributions. The
high wind was also the cause for lost fusing in one sub
station and the primary wire in a second sub station
burned. Employees from Lowell Light and Power,
Kent Power Services, and engine room personnel all
helped with the cleanup,.

We love to hear from you!

The Lowell Ledger Letters are required
welcomes your Letters to the  to  bear the author’s
Editor: signature, phone

number and address (for
verification purposes
only, not for publication).
Letters will be published
at the discretion of the
publisher, duplicate
comments/authors within
a short period may be
dismissed. Opinions
expressed in “To The
Editor” are not the views
of the Ledger employees
or the publisher. All
letters are subject to
editing. Thank you letters
and advertising will not
be printed.

Letters may be submitted
via email to: ledger@
lowellbuyersguide.com
(“to the Editor” in subject
line) or dropped off or
mailed to: The Lowell
Ledger, 105 N. Broadway,
Lowell, MI 49331.

Your Hometown
News Source
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anniversaries

~ Anderson

George and Carole (Parsons) Anderson will celebrate
their 60th anniversary on Sunday, July 17. They are
blessed with three children, nine grandchildren and 13
great-grandchildren. Their children are Debbie and Ed
Erway, Doreen and Doug DeVries, and Denise Amidon.

George and Carole Anderson

édger
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Ivan K Blough scholarship
recipient for 2016 announced

The Greater Lowell
Chamber Foundation has
named the 2016 recipient
of the Ivan K Blough
Vocational Scholarship.
Mason Misiak is currently
employed and plans on
attending Grand Rapids
Community College in the
winter where he will obtain
a certificate in welding.

The Ivan K Blough
Vocational Scholarship
Fund ideal is to encourage
career skills and educational
opportunities  for  high
school seniors and graduates
within the Lowell Area
Schools District boundaries.
To promote and foster
volunteerism and pride in the
Greater Lowell Community
and demonstrate community
service before self. To
honor Ivan, they wish to
seek individuals destined

for trade schools,

science

agri-
studies/business,
local commercial business

entrepreneurial endeavors,

etc. The scholarships are
for a two-year certificate

or technical certificate
programs, as well as trade
skills development.

Mason Misiak is pictured with Carolyn Jane Blough.

Do not dwell in the past, do not dream of the future,
concentrate the mind on the present moment.

Host an Exchange
Student Today!

Voworta frovd Awitsals /7 e
Enpaa qeading dme wih b
Forack wied poa gy bl
aciorm s valkoylull wal =
o] i ke ew apars

wiirile i America

(lor 3, 5 or 10 months)

Makc 2 lifelong
friend from abroad.

Enrich your Family with
another caltare. Now pou
can hast a high school
exchanpe snadent {pirl or
boyl from France, Germany,
Scandinavia, Spain,
Ausrralia, Japan, Brazil, lealy
ur ather countris, 5in|i']u
parents, as well as couples
with or withour children,
Py hust, Contact us ASAT
for more information or wo
select your sdent

CFage s ey, T v
Liram ke phay Prosd eall o] puenal
e niih bk drpe gl sl
plevs s prdar, aned b dream
B o i i Bl ) e
e bigh schesl

Call W hitney at (616) 889-TRA] or
.rlll..llfl} at 1-800-677-2773 mare  hestasse.com or email infoasse.com
MASSeE

Fuundid 1o 3500
gram v o Pubd: Bockr. Bam- s

sedrre Exchange Frognin

CALVARY CHRISTIAM
REFORMED CHURCH

OF LOWELL
BAT7-TOED
Pasior Rod Galndo
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, M|
Maming Worship............... 10:00 A. M.
Sunday SEhodl....................11:20 AM.
Evening Worship. ... 500 P.M.
Nursery avallable at both services
Barmier-Free

GOOD SHEPHERD

LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Empewater Highway (Missour Synod)
Hafeay between Lowel & Saranac on M-21

ww goodsnepherdiovwell ang

ST. MARY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

402 Amnity 5t. = 897-9820

W sima com

ryloael
Weekend Masses Sar. 5w Sus 10030 s

Satunday condessions: 3430 Pw

Prayer & adorafion each Wed. B:00am- 5 #w

LIS EDUCATICH, CHLOPSS T AL TR - AL P [T-TR

Joseph Fremer, Fastor 88T-8307T
AN faciites ore whesichair accesshis

SEEDWEL CONECH B0, FRH R M A AL SROMOTATIG

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH, UCC

865 Lincoln Lake SE ¢ 616.897.5906
Pastor Dick Sherlock

Worship Service -
Sundays 10:00 A.M.

Lowell's Open Table -
Thursdays 5 -7 P.M.

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF LOWELL
CHRIST-CENTERED, KINGDOM-FOCUSED HOMES

2275 West Main Street - (Barrier Free)
897-7168 -www.fbclowell.org
Pastor Jon Pickens, Lead Pastor
Pastor Phil Severn « Youth Pastor
Christi Swain, Director of Children's Ministries
SUNDAY WORSHIP...9:30 am (Nursery provided)
SUNDAY School............ 11:00 am (Nursery-Adult)
Awana (K-5 during school year) Wednesday, 6:15 pm
Middle & High School - Mon-school year*Wed,summer, 7 pm

LOWELL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

discover. grow. share
621 E. Main Street
897-5938
www.lowellumc.com ¢ Barrier Free Entrance
Sunday WorshipTraditional .....9 a.m.
New Contemporary Worship.....11 a.m.
Kids Crew......11:15 a.m.
Sr. Pastor - Brad Brillhart

~ Buddha

happy birthday
S

JULY 6
Marty DeYoung,
Barber, Amy
Darrel Hesche,
Page, Ed Walling,
Bieri.

Jason
Stencel,
Chris

Jan

JULY 7
Phil VanLaan, Elizabeth
Gerard, Tim Tulppo, Zach
Meiste, Wayne Racine,

Brice Wingerter.

JULY 8
Jason White, Tony
Stencel, Ryan Vashaw,

Jessica Tulppo, Marilyn
Venneman.

11021611

Py

for hundrads in savings.

JULY 9

Elaine Haines, Leo Pfaller.
JULY 10

Pete VanLaan, Austin

Bieri, Carter Peel, Kelly
Landman.

JULY 11
Dina DeCator, Jodi
Hutchinson, Savannah
Rice.

JULY 12

Cole Burdette, Samantha
Bellah, Jill Taylor, Hayley
Fritz, Georgan Watrous.

Whan you heva a Shelo Fam™
car and 8 Sisla Farm haoma, got
raady v drve amund wihh 8 hig,
menay-=aing Steln Fam smila,
GETTOA BETTER STATE”
CALl ME TCTAY.
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"PINK ARROW PRIDE 2016
SAVE &

» THE & DATE
Friday, September 16, 2016

Lowell hosts Ottawa Hills High School

Volleyball, Soccer and Football!
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PINK ARROW

QUIVER

SK RUN & FAMILY WALK
SEPTEMBER 17 IN DOWNTOWN LOWELL

Sign up atwww.pinkarrowpride.org
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Little Leaguers bring home district 9 championship

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

The Red Arrow sluggers
hit the Little League fields
this season on a mission for
victory and one succeeded
in the ultimate way bringing
home the organization’s first
District 9 Championship
title.

The tenacious group
of seventh-grade students
ended their regular season
with an impressive 11-1
record. They proceeded to
tear through the tournament
going 3-0 topping Western
Little League, who dealt
them their only loss in the
regular season for a 14-1
overall finish.

Maybe even more
impressive than the title win
is the road that the team took
to get there. According to
coach Damien Dixon, who
has been with Lowell Little
League for the past eight
years, “We started with this
group of boys back in mid
January working out at the
Spring Training facility here
in town and continued into
middle school baseball with
them. That season started
off with a bang going 5-1
in our first six games. We
then went 0-11 in our next
11 games, losing 8§ of those
contests by 1 run.”

He went on to explain,
“During that time we just
were not mature enough
baseball players to figure
out how to win those
tight games, the boys just
mentally couldn’t figure it
out. All the physical tools
were there but we lacked the
mental toughness to win.”

But something
happened between that
devastating season and the
winning one. “Because
of that experience I truly
believe our boys really grew
up a lot in those 17 games
and I would say the biggest
development in the boys
was them learning how to
win,” said Dixon.

The late 6-2 loss added
fuel to an already sparking
rivalry between the two
teams, on and off the field,

{ 0Ly

1 |
L[ Loy §

S

-

Pictured, left to right, top row: Kyle Teachworth, Derek Mohr, Reid Reynolds, Drew Hackstedt, Elijah Dixon, Josiah Koster, and
Josh Hackstedt; middle row: Brayden Teft, Bradley Salgat, Ethan Hoevenaar, Elijah Birmingham, and Johnny Olmos; front row:
Rohan Dixon, and Troy Taylor.

thatwould berekindled in the
first round of playoff action
where the Arrows came out
on top plating six runs in
the first inning en route to
a huge 11-5 victory. Faced
with what Dixon described
as “chippy” comments and
“dirty” baseball during
the commanding win, the
Arrows had even more
motivation when they met
again in the final round.
Down by three in the
bottom of the seventh the
Arrows had their backs
against the wall in the
championship match, but
came surging back toward
a last minute victory with
a pair of doubles and two
huge hits deep into right
field that tied the game and
forced an extra inning. The
Arrows saw the winning
blast take off from the bat of
the team’s number 12 hitter.

“Now most teams
would have a guy hitting
12th that maybe wasn’t the
best hitter on the team, but
I have never built my lineup
that way. Our 12 hitter did
what he has done so often
for us this season and came
thru in the clutch with the
game winning RBI single,”
said Dixon.

That  hitter, Ethan
Hoevenaar, and the rest of
the Arrows celebrated their
victory with their coach.

Red Arrow Rohan
Dixon logged the pitching
win giving up only two
unearned runs during his
two innings on the mound.
Fellow ace Drew Hackstedt
delivered the first five
innings giving up just two
earned runs on 95 pitches.
Derek Mohr sent out the
game tying the RBI.

We want

Family
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“This year truly was
a team effort. We had so
many players that when
their number was called

they stepped up and
delivered a performance
worthy  of  recognition.

Without every one of them
we would not have won the
championship,” said Dixon.

Dixon, who coached
the team alongside
assistants Mike Hoevenaar
and Mike Taylor and Lowell

High School athletes Josh
Hackstedt and Elijah Dixon,
said the season is a good
indicator of where the
program is and where it is
headed. “I feel like this is a
great group of young men
and a great group of young
baseball players. From
where I stand it looks like
the future is very bright
for Red Arrow baseball. 1
feel like these boys could
achieve great things if they

are given the opportunity
to continue to play together
and further build the trust
in each other that is so
important in a team sport to
win. This year was the first
year that we were really
able to keep a core group
of players together to see
what they were capable of
and I think the results speak
for themselves,” concluded
Dixon.

LOWELL LIGHT & FPOWER

Joi Fosting
FOSITHON

Communications 3pecialistiOfihee Axsistant

408 DESCRIFTION
Uinder the direclion of the General Manager, develop and write
comemmmnicalions materials for websies, newsleliers, ostomer
bl mserls, direct mal, emnal marketing and social media as
requed to commmnicale with employees, cusimers and local
officials. Assst custiomers with account iformation, vanous billag
nquries, concems and payments.  Preparng and maintanmg
cusimer accoantt infonmalion. Assist customers with establishing,
fransfeming ad disconneciing therr elecinic serice. Support
oiher oifice staiT with the morthily billing and collectipn pIoCesses.

Particpaie in commitiee ar ieam aclivibes. Perfomn other duties or
special projects as required or assigned.

EDUCATION

High School Diploma or equivalent recquired, higher education n
accounting and communicaiions desiabie.

EXPERIENCE

One 1o twh vears expenence i communications and ostomer

na later than Juby M, NA B,
Lowsll Light & Power,
PO Bax 229, Lowel, M| 49311




page 12

obituaries

MANSZEWSKI
Sharron L. Manszewski, age 72 of Lowell, passed away
Sunday, July 3, 2016. She is survived by her husband of
27 years Gerald; children, Todd Palazolo, Kelly (Joseph)
Hawley, Heather
Shipaila, Melissa
(Bart) Olin; brother
Mike; and seven
grandchildren.
Sharron was a
Lowell School Bus
Driver for 33 years
before retiring. She
loved gardening
and the outdoors.
She was a loving
and caring person

who loved being
with  her family.
Visitation will be

Thursday 6-8 at
Roth-Gerst Chapel,
305 N. Hudson,
Lowell. Funeral Service Friday 11:00 a.m. at the funeral
home chapel. Rev. Mark Peacock officiating. Interment
South Boston Cemetery. Memorial contributions may
be made to a charity of one’s choice.

ROTH

GERST

www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

QOO0

LEDGER OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Thursday: P.O. Box 128
8am-5pm

Friday: 8 am - Noon Lowell, MI 49331

Closed Sat. & Sun. 897-9261

CITY OF
LOWELL

KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

The Ciy of Lowddl Plaming Gilirens Advisory
Commsasion Wil condud 2 pubic hessing
&t Lowddl Ciy Hall, loceied ai 3F Esst Main
Siest, Lowdl, Ml 49331 on Hondsy, July
25, AFG at 700 P conceming 8 proposed
amendmeant o the Ciy's FZomng Ondinance.
The folkwing provides a summay of the
proposed amendment and iz eguisiory afect

The amendment wil reviae Secion 124 117
Aleex pemmidled by nght™ of Chapler 12A
Light Indusirial Disinc” of "Appendinc
Ao Odinance” of the Code aof
Onlinances af the Ciy of Lowdll, in nciude

"*Commercial Kennas® 22 8 u=e pemmibed
oy right i the H Light Indursiral Distnct

At the sbove time amd place, sl nleesisd
paries wil be given an opporamidy o be heand.
Wilen comments concening the proposed
amendment may be mailed or delvered o the
Ml 49331 up 1o the dale o the public hesxing.
Copies of the proposed adinance amendment
may be viewed at City Hall at bhe acdress nobed
#bove during nanmal business hours.

The City will pmvide necessary resannsbie
Sindkary axis and senvices o those with
dzabiiies plarming la atiend upon bee 3)
days’ nalice o the Cily Clerk. Indraciusis who
require such sanvices shauld contact the Cily
&t the addess led sbove ar by telephone at
16857 -H457.

lneloweu

edger

VANPORTFLEET
Mitchell HeeYun VanPortfleet entered into eternal peace
with the Lord Friday, July 1, 2016. He was the devoted
husband  and
father to Markie
VanPortfleet

and her
daughter
Maybel  Watt,
loving son
of Douglas
and Barbara
VanPortfleet,
and beloved
brother to
Abigail Whitener
(VanPortfleet).

He was always
faithful as a
reservist in the

United  States
Marine Corps,
stationed out

of Battle Creek, Michigan. Mitch graduated from West
Catholic High School in 2006, and received a track
and field scholarship to Grand Valley State University,
where he excelled as a scholar-athlete. He graduated
from Michigan State University in 2013 with his B.S. in
Engineering. Mitch’s smile and laugh were endearingly
contagious, and anyone who came into contact with
him couldn’t help but reflect his big grin. Mitch loved
nothing more than spending time with his wife and
daughter, and being around his family. He is survived by
wife Markie; daughter Maybel; parents Barb and Doug;
sister Abigail; half brother Brian (Tonya) VanPortfleet;
half sister Andrea (Michael) Eadie; nephews Rafael
and Miguel Nieto, Kaden VanPortfleet, and Brendon
Eadie; niece Megan Eadie; and grandparents Nicholas
and Juanita Capriglione. Visitation will be Wednesday
5-8:00 p.m. at Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. Hudson,
Lowell. Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated
Thursday 11:00 a.m. at St. Patrick Catholic Church,
4351 Parnell N.E., Ada. Rev. Mark Peacock presiding.
Interment with Military Honors at St. Patrick Cemetery.
The family asks that in lieu of flowers, donations to the
Semper Fi fund be made in Mitchell’s name.

ROTH

GERST

www.gerstfuneralhomes.com
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CITY OF
LOWELL

PUBLIC NOTICE

The July Baard of Review
will meet 23 Tollows:

MNonday, July 18, 2016
at 11830 =

ACT 14 {F 1585 being Sechion 211.53b)
of the Generml Propatly Tax Laws, provickes
Tor carechons of dencal ermms o mirusl
mizipkex of Bd relaive D the cored
aszezament iigures, and The comeclionrz of
be verhed by the local peseasing oficer and
Approved by the board of review &t & meeting
held for et puapose, o be held on sy day of
the week of the Jrd Monday in Juby

{On July 18, 316, a mesting will be called for
thie pupose &t 1110 am n the Gity Hall, 301
Exast Man Strest, Lowed, B 49331, 1o concuct
busmness g2 provided for in Secion 211.534b},

wednesday ¢ july 6 « 2016

Preparation
starts with
information

From women and
children, to the elderly and
disabled, Social Security
has you covered. Because
we value and appreciate
the  differences  that
make up our nation, our
programs are as diverse
as those we serve. We’re
with you throughout every
stage of your life, and
we’re always working to
provide services that meet
your changing needs.

Our programs serve as
vital financial protection
for millions of people.
When you work and pay
Social Security taxes, you
earn credits. These credits
count toward retirement,
disability, and survivors
benefits.

A program everyone
should be familiar with
is  Social  Security’s
retirement program.
Whether you’re a young
adult  paying  Social
Security taxes for the first
time or a retiree receiving
benefits, this is a program
that will affect you during
and after your working
years. You can learn
more about your earnings
and potential benefits by

visiting WWW.Ssa.gov/
retire/.

Social Security
administers the largest

disability program in the

nation. A severe illness
or injury robs a person
of the ability to work and
earn a living. Thankfully,
Social Security disability
benefits can provide a
critical source of financial
support during a time
of need. For more on
disability benefits, visit
www.socialsecurity.gov/
disability.

When a family loses
a wage earner, it can be
both emotionally and
financially  devastating.
However, Social Security
can help secure a family’s
financial future if a loved
one dies with survivor
benefits. The best thing
you can do for your
family is prepare as much
as possible: get started at
www.socialsecurity.gov/
Survivors.

Social Security’s
programs are neutral
regarding gender, age,
race, and orientation —
individuals with identical
earnings histories and
needs are treated the same
in terms of benefits. We’re
proud the diverse public
we serve reflects the
programs we offer. Visit
www.socialsecurity.gov
today to see how we can
serve you and secure your
today and tomorrow.

SUPPORT
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Lowell’s Tae Kwon Do brings home 22 medals

Since 2011, The Lowell
YMCA'’s Ramos Institute of
Tae Kwon Do has competed
in the Meijer State Games
of Michigan, garnering
much success. 2016 was
no exception. The group
achieved  great  results
from the single elimination

competitions winning
22 medals in individuals
categories against a field of
240 competitors.

This was a special year
as Master Patricia Ramos
was named co-director of
the World Class Tae Kwon
Do Tournament.

Left to right (back row) Kara Hoffert (gold-
sparring bronze form), JuliaSmelt(bronze-form),
Kevin Hadley (silver-sparring bronze-form),
front row, Lavonda Jousma (gold-sparring,
gold-form, silver-board breaking), Parker
Salgat, (gold-form, silver-board breaking),
Jolene Jousma, (silver-form, bronze-sparring),
Dallas Marenette, (gold-sparring, silver-form),
and Addison Day, (gold-form.) Missing from
picture: Lance Miller (gold-board breaking,
silver-form) and Camdyn Eckert (Bronze form).
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NOTICGE

VERGENNES
TOWNSHIP

PUBLIC HEARING

Please iake nolice that the Vemgennes
Towsshin Boand hex =cheduled 8 Public
Hearing i be had during their reqguiarky
scheduled mesing an July 18, 2116 The
meeting will be held st 7110 pm in the Lowrrahip
medling roam &t 10381 Badey Dr., locaked an
the comer of Bailey Dr. and Pamed, Lowel
Ml 459331

Chriz and Sandy Hady mre applying
for & specal exceplion u=e permit ID e
tempamriy in 8 5 wheel camper while they
corriruct ther permanent house on popexty
iocaied on The end of the cul-de-sac at 1405
KeremierWoods D, pace] nuemiberd 1 -16-15-
4DD030. The appicsion = reguiaied under
sedion A11.415 B, Tempomay Resdence, of
the Foning Osdinance.

The compleke appicaiinn can be reviewed
a the Yapemnezx Township Hall, 10381
Hailey Dvive, PO Box A4, Lowell, M 49331
- Phone: {616} 397-5671 [Ex B97-5674).
Writen and oml commans will be recered
oo any inlerexied party umll The conchumion
of the public hesringg. Writken comrmearss mey
be addreszed to the Township Clerk st the
Towezhipn Offices. Comments may abo be
emaled iy derkfvegenneshen og.

Man Stane
Yanpemes Township Clark

college news

Students were invited trade  associations and
to the event to demonstrate unions planned and
_ their ~ technical  skills, evaluated the contestants
workplace skills and against their standards
Colin  VerWys, from More  than 6,000 personal skills in 100 for entry-level workers.
Lowell, a student at Kent students competed at the hands-on occupational and Industry support of the
Career/Tech  Center, was national showcase of career  |eadership ~ competitions, SkillsUSA Championships
awarded a Skill Point and technical education. The including robotics, is valued at over $36 million
Certificate  in  Computer ~ SkillsSUSA  Championships  automotive technology, in donated time, equipment,
Programming, one of the is  the largest  skill drafting, criminal justice, cash and material. More
nation’s  highest awards ~competition in the world ayiation maintenance than 1,700 industry judges
at the 2016 SkillsUSA and covers 1.2 million and  public  speaking. and technical committee
Championships, held in square feet, equivalentto 19 Industry leaders from 600 members participated this
Louisville, Ky., on June 22-  football fields or 25 acres. businesses,  corporations, year.
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Dear EarthTalk: Are we really heading for
a coal-free power future in the U.S. or is this just an
environmental pipe dream? - Jack Summa, Boston,
MA

Far from just an environmental pipedream, the coal
industry in the U.S. and around the world is in the midst of a
major downswing. In 2011, coal dropped below 40 percent
of total U.S. energy generation for the first time since
the late 1970s, while in 2015 coal accounted for only 33
percent. And given the influx of cheap natural gas and the
ascendance of renewable energy sources—not to mention
recent coal mine safety lapses with tragic consequences—
coal might not be able to mount a comeback.

“Technological advances have made natural gas, wind
and solar—and efficiency—increasingly competitive,”
reports John Brinkley in Sierra Magazine. “The once-robust
overseas demand for coal is disappearing.”

Brinkley adds that a decade of sustained public
advocacy for clean air and clean energy has left coal out
in the dark. The Obama administration’s landmark Clean
Power Plan that forces big coal fired power plants to clean
up their acts dramatically or shut down has been one major
factor in coal’s slide, while the Paris climate accord has
sped up the process even more by taking a huge bite out of
potential U.S. coal exports.

Over just the last five years, fully one-third of U.S. coal
plants, some 232 different facilities, have been closed or
scheduled for imminent retirement. Plans for another 184

cheaper may have more to do with coal’s death knell. For
the first time in 200 years, no new coal plants are on the
drawing board in the U.S.

According to the Energy Information Administration
(EIA), which collects data and reports on energy statistics
for the federal government, some 13,000 megawatts of
coal power went offline in 2015 as a result of coal plant
retirements, while wind energy added 8,600 megawatts and
solar tacked on another 7,300 megawatts. The Sierra Club’s
Beyond Coal campaign reports that coal’s downswing is just
beginning, with another 50,000 megawatts of coal power
predicted to go offline by 2030.

And the trend isn’t stopping at the border. “Many
countries that used to be reliable customers for U.S. coal
just aren’t into it anymore, partly because of last year’s
successful UN climate change conference in Paris,” reports
Brinkley. Even before the Paris agreement, China, the
world’s largest producer and consumer of coal, had been
scaling back production and imports drastically in efforts to
clean up urban air pollution and reduce its carbon footprint.
In 2015, China cut imports of U.S. coal some 86.5 percent
from 1.7 million tons to only 229,000.

Of course, coal is still big business in the U.S. and
beyond, and it isn’t going away overnight. But how long
it can stick around as a viable contender for Americans’
energy dollars is anybody’s guess. “The trajectory for the
coal industry is clear, but the timeline is not,” sums up

Brinkley.

CONTACTS: Sierra Club’s Beyond Coal, www.content.sierraclub.
org/coal; Energy Information Administration, www.eia.gov.

EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss and is a
registered trademark of the nonprofit Earth Action Network. To donate,
visit www.earthtalk.org. Send questions to: question@earthtalk.org.
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