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on exhibit

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

Lowell fire chief Frank 
Martin retired recently after 
45 years of service to the 
community. Martin started 
in his position back in 1971. 
Dozens of friends, family 
and coworkers attended a 
retirement party at the Look 
Memorial Fire Station on 
Wednesday, June 15. Many 
people had nice things to 
say about Martin.

“Frank is probably the 
longest serving fire chief 
you’re ever going to see,” 

Chief Martin retires from Lowell’s fire
department after 45 years on the job

said Lowell police chief 
Steve Bukala. “I hope 
he enjoys his retirement 
because he’s sure earned it.”

“I have worked with 
Frank for about four years 
and he’s been great,” said 
Lowell firefighter Eric 
Kelly. “He has a laid back 
personality and he’s a great 
guy.”

“I thank him for his 
service and I hope he has 
a great retirement,” said 
Lowell mayor Jeff Altoft. 

“He’s stuck it out so long, 
that’s the biggest thing.”

“He was a joy to be 
around for the short time 
that I’ve been here,” said 
Lowell firefighter Katie 
Rademacher. “I’ve been 
here almost a year. I’m sad 
to see him go. I’m glad he 
gets a break and gets to 
move on to a more relaxing 
time of his life. He was a 
great guy. I’m very happy to 
have worked with him. He’s 

very laid back. He doesn’t 
get tense about much.”

Martin said that over 
the years he has worked 
with about 60 firefighters 
and that firefighting has 
changed a lot since 1971.

“Back when I started 
firemen were just firemen, 
they didn’t go to school or 
nothing,” Martin said. “We 
didn’t have air packs or 
nothing. We had to share 

Frank Martin

Martin retires, 
continued, page 2

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

The under-construction 
Grand River Riverfront 
Park North in Lowell 
Township just received a 
$2.5 million grant from 
the State of Michigan. The 
money will be used to build 
a bridge across the river 
to Grand River Riverfront 
Park South.

“We’ve been working 
with [state senator] Dave 
Hildenbrand for the last 

Lowell Township Riverfront Park receives 
$2.5 million grant from the State of Michigan

year to get a grant to help us 
with the park and the bridge 
project and it worked,” 
said Lowell Township 
supervisor Jerry Hale. “We 
got a $2.5 million grant 
from the State of Michigan 
to help with that project. 
The bridge alone is going to 
cost over $2 million and the 
total project cost is about $4 
million. This is a big chunk 
and it really helps us a lot.”

Hale said the timing 
of the grant will make it 
possible to complete the 
park a year earlier than 
planned.

“Now we’ve started 

working with the Department 
of Environmental Quality to 
get the permits to put that 
bridge across the river,” 
Hale said. “We probably 
wouldn’t have started that 

process for another year, but 
we’re starting it right now.”

Even with millions 
in grants, they still don’t 
have all the money they 
need to create the park 
and are always looking for 
donations.

“We’re asking anybody 
that would like to help us, 
any donation is accepted, 
welcomed and needed,” 

“...This is a big chunk and 
it really helps us a lot.”

~ Lowell township supervisor
Jerry Hale Riverfront Park grant, 

continued, page 3

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

The election on November 8 was 
not originally going to include a Lowell 
city council seat, but a political action 
committee called Forward Lowell 
petitioned for a recall of mayor Jeff Altoft. 
According to the official recall language, 
they are recalling Altoft from the council 
because “Lowell city councilmember 
and mayor, Jeff Altoft, voted yes to hire 
Katherine (aka Kathryn) Henry as special 
legal counsel on January 19, 2016.”

“I believe I am put of for a recall 
election because the new councilmembers 
unseated people that had always gone along 
to get along,” Altoft said. “I think I was 
maybe too vocal about my unhappiness 
with our former city manager [Mark Howe] 
and many people were shocked by it. I am 
not a believer in political correctness. I am 
more concerned with honest answers to 
questions and solving problems the city of 
Lowell has to deal with. The reason I am 
on the recall ballot was because I voted to 
hire Katherine Henry to help this council 
legally let the city manager go. Katherine 
provided the council with the legal 

information we needed with dignity and 
professionalism despite being attacked by 
the people who disagreed with this council 
about firing the former city manager. I 
stand by my decision to hire her and feel 
this city is better because of it. The city 
and townships are working together now. 
More people are getting involved with city 
issues. I think sometimes change is scary 
but necessary.”

Local business owner Greg Canfield 
is running as Altoft’s opponent in the 
election.

“I am running for city council because 
I feel the community needs leadership 
that makes decisions for the good of the 
community rather than their own personal 
agendas,” Canfield said. “In my 25 years 
as a city resident I have served on various 
boards and commissions. I have renovated 
run-down buildings with sweat equity 
to help preserve the charm and beauty 
of our historic downtown. I feel these 
past experiences along with my business 
experience will help to get Lowell back to 
being ‘the best place to be.’ We’ll see if the 
voters agree.”

Two vie for city council 
vacancy this November

Off The Ledge lead vocalist Matt Shannon 
during the band’s performance last Thursday 
at the first Sizzlin' concert of the season, see 
page 4.
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Feel free to send your event information to the Ledger 
for Along Main St. All submission requests for Along Main 
St. are subject to space limitations. The Ledger makes no 
assurances that they will appear in print.  To ensure that 
an event notification will appear in the Ledger, it is best to  
place a paid advertisement. All efforts will be made to place 
suitable items in the Along Main St. column but they are 
printed at the discretion of the publisher. For profit events, 
church services, yard sales and the like, will not appear in 
this column.

gear, now everybody gets 
their own. The trucks are a 
lot different. There’s more 
technology in them, they’re 
bigger, they carry more 
water, they have bigger 
pumpers, they’re more 
versatile and they can do 
more things.”

Martin’s most 
memorable fire was at a 
farm about 30 years ago.

“The biggest fire 
was probably at Timpson 
Orchards in the 80s,” Martin 
said. “The big barn with all 
their product in it went up. 

BLUEGRASS MUSIC FESTIVAL
Bluegrass music Fri. and Sat., June 24 and 25 at Lowell 

fairgrounds. Concerts, campground jamming, open mic, 
instrument workshops, slow jams, vendors, kid’s activities, 
bake sale. Camping available. For details call 891-8825 or 
see www.wmbma.org

TUESDAY TEEN DRAWING CLASSES
A drawing class for teens ages 13-18. Students may 

choose graphite or colored pencil. Weather permitting, 
classes held outdoors to draw the scenes in downtown 
Lowell. Classes will begin at the LowellArts! facility at 149 
S. Hudson Street in Lowell. On June 28, July 19 and 26 
and Aug. 2 from 10 am to noon. Sign up for just the classes 
you are able to attend or all of them at www.lowellartsmi.
org Questions? Contact LowellArts! at 897-8545 or email 
info@lowellartsmi.org

 

OPEN TABLE
Lowell’s Open Table is now serving free weekly meals 

to residents of the greater Lowell community.  Join them 
on Thursday evenings from 5:00 to 7:00 pm for a hearty, 
homemade meal.  Located in the First Congregational 
Church of Lowell, UCC, 865 Lincoln Lake SE.

MEET CITY MANAGER CANDIDATES
The city of Lowell is having an open house on Monday, 

July 11 at the Grand Volute from 6 to 8 p.m. for the public to 
meet the new city manager candidates.  Refreshments will 
be served.

Martin retires, continued
That was a big fireball, real 
big. We were out there for a 
day and a half.”

He said he looks 
forward to spending time 
with his family without 
being called away suddenly.

“What I’m really going 
to enjoy now is when my 
kids call me up and ask me 
to go to dinner in Grand 
Rapids; I don’t have to worry 
about it, I can go,” Martin 
said. “Before I couldn’t go. 
I’ve turned down a hell of 
a lot of meals! I need to get 
caught up on them.”

Larkin’s Restaurant honored Martin on the day of his retirement party.

Fire chief Frank Martin with police chief Steve 
Bukala.

•••
I  can think of no more 

stirr ing symbol of 
man's humanity to man 

than a f ire engine.  
~ Kurt  Vonnegut
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Hale said. “We’ve had 
a lot of business people 
and private citizens who 
have donated anywhere 
from $600 to $5,000. One 
anonymous local person 
just donated $100,000. They 
all add up. We have also 
applied to the [Michigan] 
Department of Natural 
Resources Trust Fund and 
the Lowell Community 
Fund for grants and we’re 
working with other sources 
of money too, to get us 
there. We’re getting a lot 
closer than we were before 
this came through.”

When completed, 
the new park will include 
amenities like walking 
trails, public restrooms, a 
historic fur trader’s cabin 
and a disc golf course. Hale 

said that work will continue 
on the park throughout the 
summer, with a completion 
goal of 2018.

“This summer we still 
hope to get the bathrooms 
finished and the playground 
equipment in, the gaga pit 
in and we’re also working 

on the disc golf course,” 
Hale said. “We’ve got to do 
some clearing for that. We 
are going to make it happen. 
We’re really excited. You 
have to dream big, work 
hard and don’t pay attention 
to any of the people that tell 
you it’s impossible.”

Riverfront Park 
grant, continued

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

Lowell city council had 
their latest regular meeting 
in city hall on Monday, June 
20. The council granted a 
zoning variance to a major 
taxpayer, bought a police 
car and more at the meeting.

One of the Republican 
candidates for a seat in 
the Michigan House of 
Representatives addressed 
the council during 
citizen discussion. Matt 
VanderWerff is a farmer 
and accountant who lives 
in Vergennes Township. He 
is one of five Republicans 
running against Democrat 
Lynn Mason and Green 
Party candidate Cliff 
Yankovich for the 86th 
district House seat.

“If I get elected to 
Lansing I would like to put 
an end to the development 
grants that are issued to 
businesses and corporations 
as well as the tax breaks that 
are given out to favorites,” 
VanderWerff said. “It is an 
injustice to give grants to 
profit businesses.”

Stacey Browe, a 
candidate for sheriff of Kent 
County, also spoke to the 
council and to the citizens.

“I am the first female to 
ever run,” Browe said. “If 
you have any questions, feel 
free to contact me.”

Candidate stops by city meeting, new police vehicle ordered
Despite a report from 

engineering firm Williams 
& Works clearly stating that 
five of the six standards for 
a variance were not met, the 
council granted a zoning 
variance to Litehouse 
Foods. Now the company 
will be able to add 57 more 
spaces to their employee 
parking lot.

“There’s a need for 
some additional parking 
spaces,” said city manager 
Dave Pasquale.

The council voted to 
allow Lowell police to 
purchase a 2017 Ford Police 
Interceptor Utility vehicle 

for $29,829. The vehicle 
is the last of four they 
purchased with help from 
a Lowell Area Community 
Fund grant.

“I will be ordering this 
tomorrow and it will be on 
the road in the fall,” said 
Lowell police chief Steve 
Bukala. “That will replace 
our last fully marked 
Chevrolet Impala, which 
I think everybody in the 
department is glad to see 
go.”

Pasquale presented a 
“State of the City Address” 
to the council.

“These have not been 
ordinary times, noting the 
disagreements among the 
citizenry,” Pasquale said. 
“There needs to be a time of 
healing, which I hope I have 
been a part of. [...] Lowell 
must and will strive to 
maintain and improve as a 
business-friendly city. In an 
era of intense competition 
Lowell will also continue 
to operate with greater 
efficiency.”

The council’s next 
regular meeting will be at 
city hall at 7 pm on Tuesday, 
July 5.

City manager Dave Pasquale reading his “State of the City Address” to the 
council.

Stacey Browe is running for Kent County sheriff.

Farmer and accountant, Matt VanderWerff, 
is running against a Democrat, a Green Party 
candidate and four other Republicans for a seat in 
the Michigan House of Representatives.
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Call 616.897.9261

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

LowellArts! and the 
Lowell Area Chamber of 
Commerce presented the 
first Lowell Showboat 
Sizzlin’ Summer Concert 
of the season last Thursday 
welcoming the blues infused 
rockers from Off The Ledge 
to the Showboat stage.

After a day of overcast 
skies and light rain, the 
clouds broke open to 
welcome music enthusiasts 
to the Riverwalk for 
the first of 10 two-hour 
summer shows. The free 
event is sponsored this 
year by Huntington Bank, 

the Lowell Downtown 
Development Authority and 
the Lowell Area Community 
Fund and supported by more 
than 25 local businesses.

Lansing based Off The 
Ledge band brought their 
funk, folk, jazz and rock 
blend to the premier playing 
a lineup of catchy sing-along 
anthems dotted with original 
works. Bouncing between 
the classic rock of the 1970s 
and the Alternative Rock 
of the 90s, the foursome of 
musicians offered up a wide 
range of crowd pleasing 
mainstream covers. Formed 
in 2015, the band features 

Off The Ledge rocks the 
Riverwalk for first sizzlin’ 
concert of the season

lead vocalist and guitarist 
Matt Shannon, drum master 
Eric Brandes, bassist Luke 
Dahlstrom and lead guitarist 
Tab Wakely. They recently 
rolled out their debut album 
Wherever Else We Land at 
Elm Studios in Lansing.

Next week the series 
will feature the Lansing 
quartet Steppin’ In It who 
will fill the Riverwalk with 
their classic American Roots 
sound starting at 7 pm. Both 
lawn and bleacher seating 
are available. Concessions 
are also available on 
location.

Music fans turned out last Thursday evening to enjoy the first of ten acts 
to take to the Showboat Stage this summer as part of the series.

Off The Ledge made their Lowell Showboat debut last Thursday as the 
first act in the Sizzlin’ Summer Concert lineup.
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viewpoint

By Joanna Barr

to the editor

Your Hometown 
News Source

We love to hear from you!
The Lowell Ledger 

welcomes your Letters to the 
Editor. 

Letters are required 
to bear the author’s 
signature,  phone 
number and address (for 
verification purposes 
only, not for publication). 
Letters will be published 
at the discretion of the 
publisher, duplicate 
comments/authors within 
a short period may be 
dismissed. Opinions 
expressed in “To The 
Editor” are not the views 
of the Ledger employees 
or the publisher. All 
letters are subject to 
editing.  Thank you letters 
and advertising will not 
be printed.  

Letters may be submitted 
via email to: ledger@
lowellbuyersguide.com 
(“to the Editor” in subject 
line) or dropped off or 
mailed to: The Lowell 
Ledger, 105 N. Broadway, 
Lowell, MI 49331.

Looking Back, continued, Page 10

To the Editor,
An article – Yankovich 

running for state 
representative for 86th 
district was printed in the 
May 18 Lowell Ledger. The 
article said local business 
owner Cliff Yankovich has 
decided to run as the Green 
party candidate and that 
he’s a former Republican 
and that he has become 
unenthusiastic about the 
current philosophy of the 
Republican Party.

It must have been hard 
for Mr. Yankovich to change 
parties when many of his 
fellow business owners 
are Republicans. I for one, 

congratulate Mr. Yankovich 
for his ability to see things as 
they are and his willingness 
to change. I hope I’m not 
the only one that wishes Mr. 
Yankovich the best in his 
run for state representative.

It was noted in the 
Lowell Ledger that, 
because the recall effort 
by the Forward Lowell 
political action committee 
was successful, mayor and 
city councilor Jeff Altoft’s 
name will appear in the 
Nov. 8 election. Candidates 
who wish to appear on the 
ballot for the special recall 
election had no later than 4 
pm on June 2, 2016 to file.

I have yet to see a 
publicized record of such 
candidates or it mentioned 
in a council meeting. When 
I went to the city hall I was 
verbally told a constituent’s 
name. I believe there are 
some in the community that 
would like to know who is 
taking advantage of Mr. 
Altoft’s misfortune.

Hopefully the Ledger 
will investigate sooner 
rather than later and report 
their findings of who will 
appear on the ballot for a 
special recall election. I 
don’t expect the unknown to 
come forward until the last 
minute so they don’t have to 
be debated.

Sincerely,
Jim Howard

Lowell

congrats to green candidate
The Michigan Office of 

Highway Safety Planning 
(OHSP) is launching the 
second year of the summer-
long campaign, Michigan 
Summer of Safety today.  
The campaign supports 
federally funded seat belt 
and impaired driving 
enforcement by police 
departments, sheriff’s 
offices and the Michigan 
State Police from Memorial 
Day to Labor Day.

Through community 
outreach and social media, 
the campaign also seeks 
to raise awareness of bike, 
pedestrian, motorcycle 
and child passenger safety 
throughout the summer.  
The goal is to reduce 
traffic fatalities and injuries 
on Michigan roads by 

Michigan residents and visitors 
urged to take safety along for the ride

increasing seat belt use and 
safe summer travel.

“Traffic fatalities and 
serious injuries on the 
roadways increase during 
the summer months,” 
said Michael L. Prince, 
OHSP director.  “Michigan 
Summer of Safety is a 
reminder to all of us to ‘take 
safety along for the ride’ 
by always wearing a seat 
belt, wearing helmets and 
reflective gear when biking 
and riding motorcycles, and 
driving and boating sober.”

S a f e t y - m i n d e d 
organizations across the 
state will participate in 
Michigan Summer of 
Safety by displaying 
campaign materials and 
distributing summer-related 
safety information in their 

communities.  Posts on 
the OHSP and other state 
agency social media pages 
throughout the summer 
will feature safety tips and 
the #MiSummerofSafety 
hashtag to enhance the 
outreach efforts.

Last year, the 
Michigan Summer of 
Safety campaign reached 
over 10 million Michigan 
residents and visitors 
between Memorial Day and 
Labor Day with help from 
partners like the Michigan 
Department of Natural 
Resources, the Michigan 
State Police, the Michigan 
Department of State, the 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation and many 
more.

125 years ago
Lowell Journal
June 24, 1891

Monday morning’s sensation was a dog fight, which 
drew a large crowd. The combatants were separated 
and hostilities dropped.

The Lowell Grocery Co. last Saturday completed 
the first month of its business career here, and met 
with success, far exceeding the most sanguine hopes 
of its founders. For this place, their method of business 
is unique, they make no accounts, neither buying or 
selling on credit, so they are in condition to know in 
a very few minutes just how they stand. They were 
very fortunate in the selection of clerks, both John 
Eggleston and Ed. Kinney being deservedly popular. 
The North Star refrigerator, of which Mr Parks is the 
patentee, which they handle, is a trade drawer, every 
one sold being a standing advertisement for others. 
If you haven’t been in their place of business yet, just 
drop in and see how they have things arranged.

A party of tourists, six of them in two boats, passed 
through Lowell Sunday. They were from Rockford 
and started at Wabasis Lake, through Wabasis Creek 
and Flat River, to Grand River and to Plainfield, then 
across the country, four miles, home. They were 
enjoying themselves hugely. It takes a week to make 
the trip. They registered at Island Grove Park Hotel as 
D. C. Burch, Samuel Webber, Wm. Prescott, Daniel 
Devendorf, S. Betts and L. H. Wilkinson.

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

June 22, 1916
The Lowell Ledger last week completed 23 years of 

service to the people of Lowell under the management 
of F. M. Johnson, an enterprising and hustling 
newspaper man who always makes a paper worthy 
the patronage of the people. – [Saranac Advertiser.

One hundred people or more attended the barn 
raising at Nick Pitch’s Saturday afternoon. The timbers 
were matched so perfectly, with willing helpers the barn 
was soon raised, after which a sumptuous supper was 
served.

Carpenters are busy with alterations in the Moose 
block, which include the installation of an elevator, 
involving a rear corner of The Ledger office. The din of 
hammer and saw are incessant, precluding anything 
like connected thought. 

Boy bandit is shot – made confession of guilt when 
arrested. Hastings, Mich., June 21 — Weak from 
loss of blood, Floyd Freeland, 10-year-old youth who 
was shot while attempting to rob Bryan Walker, Jr., 
of Freeport last night, is lying in a critical condition 
in the Good Samaritan hospital in Hastings. The 
doctors cannot yet tell whether the lad will survive 
the effects of amputation of his left arm, which was 
shattered below the shoulder by a charge of shot fired 
point blank and amputated early this morning. It was 
learned today that Freeland, who had been staying in 
Holland recently, went to Alto last night and hired the 
rig with which he drove to Walker’s home in a lonely 
neighboorhood west of Freeport. His motive was a 
robbery which he had been planning during the entire 
week. No weapons were found on Freeland by the 
officers. As he was considered one of the strongest 
men in Freeport, it is inferred that he intended to 
depend upon his hands alone to compel aged Bryan 
Walker to yield the wealth which he was supposed to 
have hidden on his premises.

 
75 years ago

The Lowell Ledger
June 19, 1941

Lowell Municipal Plant near total loss by fire. A 

blazing fire early Tuesday afternoon damaged the 
Lowell Municipal Light and Power diesel generating 
plant and cut off the village power for about two hours. 
The fire started workmen reported, when a welding 
outfit being used by workmen on the installation of the 
new diesel engine, set fire to tarpaulins being used 
to protect the building while the new engine is being 
installed. The flames blazed up to the roof and the 
entire roof and temporary wall were afire in a minute. 
The local fire department was on the job in a hurry 
and the fire was brought under control in about a half 
hour of hard fighting. The roof over the new diesel was 
badley burned, along with the back wall of the plant 
office. Damage was estimated at $500.00 on material, 
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happy birthday

Planning 
A Wedding?

We offer the Carlson Craft
line of invitations. 

105 N. Broadway • Lowell

616.897.9261

churchesarea

LOWELL UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

discover. grow. share
621 E. Main Street

897-5938
www.lowellumc.com • Barrier Free Entrance

Sunday WorshipTraditional .....9 a.m.
New Contemporary Worship.....11 a.m.

Kids Crew......11:15 a.m.
Sr. Pastor - Brad Brillhart

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

CHRIST-CENTERED, KINGDOM-FOCUSED HOMES
2275 West Main Street - (Barrier Free)

897-7168 -www.fbclowell.org
Pastor Jon Pickens, Lead Pastor
Pastor Phil Severn • Youth Pastor

Christi Swain, Director of Children's Ministries
SUNDAY  WORSHIP ...9:30 am (Nursery provided)
SUNDAY School ............11:00 am (Nursery-Adult)
Awana (K-5 during school year) Wednesday, 6:15 pm

Middle & High School - Mon-school year•Wed,summer, 7 pm

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
ChURCh, UCC

865 Lincoln Lake SE • 616.897.5906
Pastor Dick Sherlock
Worship Service - 

Sundays 10:00 A.M.
Lowell's Open Table - 
Thursdays 5 - 7 P.M.

JUNE 22
Michael Korte, Byron Pat 
Brenk, Jim Francis I, Ken 
Stager III.

JUNE 23
Jane Rogers, Brinna 
Manszewski, Katy 
Fetterhoff, Quinton 
Wingerter.

JUNE 24
Saralyn Vezino, Gay 
Pfaller, Ramee Guild, 
Fred Fyan, Roger Barr.

JUNE 25
Ann Wittenbach, Kim 
Raines, Angela Lonero.

JUNE 26
Cathy Acker, Velma Perry, 
Dwane Cavanaugh, Pat 
Roth, Hunter Jamieson, 
David Scott, J.R. Alstine, 
Elliot Peel.

JUNE 27
Dylan Schneider, Aaron 
Kroemer.

JUNE 28
Brian Doyle.

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Bicyclists invaded 
Impact Church of Lowell 
on Monday after beginning 
their 316 mile trek 
fundraiser from Rockford 
to Harrod, OH, called the 
H.I.S Home 300 benefiting 
a Haitian orphanage sharing 
the race’s name.

Located in Port Au 
Prince, Haiti, the H.I.S 
Home for Children houses 
orphaned children aged 
newborn through 18 with a 
special emphasis on caring 
for those with special needs. 
The orphanage was founded 
more than 13 years ago in 
an effort to shelter, support 
and feed orphaned and 
abandoned children both 
physically and emotionally. 
Beyond facilitating more 
than 250 adoptions abroad 
the organization also has 
supportive programming 
for those who will age out 
of the system and remain in 
the sometimes unstable and 
poverty stricken country.

Bicyclists stop in Lowell during 
316-mile fundraising effort

For the past seven 
years the H.I.S Home 300, 
here in Michigan, has been 
supporting those valiant 
efforts. Their week-long 
journey kicked off with 
leg one on Monday when 
the cycling crusaders 
made their first pit stop at 
Impact Church located at 
1069 Lincoln Lake. Host 
and meal organizer Tony 
Schering, the church’s youth 
pastor, explained how the 
relationship between the 
race and the church began. 
“Impact became a stop on 
the line for the HIS home 
300 bike ride because one of 
the bikers, Esther Gordon, 
goes to our church and is 
heavily involved. She is on 
staff in KidZone and has a 
passion for kids and since 
HIS Home is an orphanage 
of over 150 kids those 
passions coincide,” said 
Schering.

Schering welcomed 
Gordon and the rest of the 
group as the church provided 

momentary respite and a 
meal to the riders. Schering 
said that their church family 
was pleased to be involved 
as the mission of the annual 
ride, the Haitian orphanage 
and the church all line up 
well with one another. “Our 
mission as a church is to 
help others take the next 
step towards Christ. Helping 
with HIS home can be and is 
a next step for some within 
Impact and if we can help 
others do that across waters 
as well, that’s awesome. 
The mission of the bike 
ride is to raise fund[s], 
supplies and awareness for 
HIS home and they stop at 
multiple different houses 
and church[es] this whole 
week to do just that.”

After departing Lowell 
the team of bicyclists 
headed toward Lake Odessa 
for their second stop of 
the day, pausing briefly in 
Clarksville to take shelter 
from a passing storm before 
their arrival. Day one ended 

in Nashville where they 
rested for the night at the 
local United Methodist 
Church. The remainder 
of their journey will take 
them through a variety of 
small towns where they 
will continue to receive 

support from local churches, 
organizations and private 
citizens along their route.

Last year the event 
raised more than $55,000 
through donations and 
sponsorship with 100 
percent of funds raised 

directly supporting the 
orphanage by providing 
meals, medical care, 
adequate shelter and the 
support of both caregivers 
and educators to the parent-
less children of Haiti.

Impact Church hosted the bicyclists of the H.I.S Home 300 Monday 
morning on the first stop of their journey.

•••
“Life is like a ten speed bicycle. Most 

of us have gears we never use.” 
~ Charles M. Schulz
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Do you have or do 
you plan to get 

a concealed 
weapons permit?

From time to time 
our Ledger reporters will pose a 

question while out on the streets of Lowell. 
THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO SPEAK OUT. 

If you have a question you think would be an 
excellent conversation starter, 

feel free to suggest one. 

Send your Street Smart 
questions to: 

ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com
subject line - "Street Smarts"

Amanda Lloyd, 
Lowell

“I do not because I just haven’t read 
enough about it. I will probably get one in 
the future for the protection of me and my 
kids. I know two or three people who have 
one.”

Courtney Teer, 
Cedar Springs

“I don’t have one because I’m a mom 
with two boys and I don’t need one. My ex-
husband has one. He has an AR-15. I don’t 
know why he has all those guns but he has 
them.”

Nicole Robinson, 
Lowell

“No, I don’t have one. I don’t like guns.     
I know two people who have a permit.”

Olivia Nurmikko, 
Lowell

“I don’t because I’m not 18 yet, but when 
I turn 18 I probably will get one for personal 
reasons. There have been a lot of shootings 
and it’s good to protect yourself.”

Everyone is talking about the Ledger! 
Get your subscription today! 897-9261

Relay For Life of 
Lowell will take over the 
Lowell Riverwalk for the 
first time this Saturday for 
the eleventh annual cancer 
fighting festival previously 
held at Lowell High School. 
Scheduled for 12 hours, the 
event will kick off at 11 am 

Relay for Life - this weekend
by welcoming and honoring 
survivors and then leap 
into a superhero themed 
entertainment and activities 
lineup, which will feature 
live local music, a pair of 
bounce houses, fun games 
and contests with prizes, 

a silent auction, fun laps, 
the touching Luminaria 
Ceremony, a photo booth 
and food from Porkfat 
Slims Backyard BBQ. A 
full schedule of the event, 
which benefits the American 
Cancer Society, is below.

RELAy FOR LIFE SChEDuLE 
June 25 • 11 am to 11 pm

Lowell Riverwalk
11:00 am .........Opening Ceremony
11:15 ...............Meet and Greet Lap
11:30 ...............Survivor Ceremony
12:00pm .........Survivor Lunch
12:15 ..............Team Banner Lap
12:30 ..............Lip Dub Competition
1-2:00 .............Bingo
1:15 ................Conga Lap
1:30 ................Luc James Music Studio
2:00 ................Super Hero Training Camp
2:15 ................Pink Arrow Lap
2:30 ................Air Guitar Contest
3:15 ................Bubble Lap
3:00 ................The Preservers
3-7:00 .............Silent Auction

3:45 ................Luc James Music Studio
4:15 ................Trick or Treat Lap
4:30 ................Musical Chairs
5:15 ................Road To Recover Lap
5:30 ................Luc James Music Studio
6:15 ................Bark For Life Lap
6:30 ................Limbo Contest
7:00 ................Ms. Relay Competition
7:15 ................Dance Lap
8:00 ................Off The Radar
8:15 ................Poker Lap
9:15 ................Glow Lap
9:30 ................Luminaria Ceremony
10:15 ..............Clean Up Lap
10:30 ..............Closing Ceremony

WE SHIP UPS!
Our Prices Can’t Be Beat!
Call Us for a Price Quote!
Weight, dimensions & Zip Code 

Required for a Quote

105 N. Broadway, 897-9261
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•••
“The noblest art 
is that of making 

others happy” 
~ P.T. Barnum

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Since the Civil 
War, wood carvers from 
Michigan have been 
making intricately carved 
wooden canes for wounded 
returning soldiers. Members 
of the 4H group Alto Active 
Achievers recently carried 
on the respectful tradition 
by creating their own for 
the Lean On Me project 
initiated by the Michigan 
Wood Carver Association in 
2007.

Under the direction of 
4H leader Luanne Kaeb, 
students Jacob Biermagher, 
Keegan Mebert, Kelton 
Mebert, Kennedy Mebert, 
Nathaniel Orlando, Jason 
Pierce, Marissa Polinder, 
Eli Reed and Sebrinna 
Schmidt learned the art of 
wood carving and created a 
customized cane as part of 
their annual projects. 

Traditionally the canes 
have an eagle head and 
feature information such 
as station, merits, rank 
and medals of the soldier 
receiving the gift. Each also 
says, “Thank You.”

4H group carve canes for Lean on Me project
The nine participating 

students began working 
on their canes in May after 
completion of their regular 
4H projects. Led by carving 
teacher Jerry Francis of the 
Flat River Wood Carvers, 
the students put their own 
artistry and heart in their 
work. “All of the young 
carvers did a variety of 
owls, turtles, bears, boots 
and a pony,” said Francis 
of the work created by the 
students who range in age 
from 12-17 years old.

Since the project’s 
inception nearly a decade 
ago more than 2,990 canes 
have been finished and 
delivered at a rate of about 
30 per month, according to 
Francis, who says there are 
many more needed in order 
to honor every Michigan 
soldier returning home with 
physical challenges due to 
their brave service of our 
country. “We need more 
members. If you want to 
learn you can contact me 
at 616-897-9763 to learn 
more.” Jerry Francis displayed the cane handles at the Ledger office.

Red Arrow Stadium will be 
closed to the public for several 
weeks as repairs begin on the aged 
track. Renovations kicked off last 
Monday and are expected to take 
a month rendering both the track 
and football field inaccessible to 
the public. 

The current red track is being 
resurfaced due to a mounting need 
for repairs and will be replaced 
with a smooth new black finish 
providing a better platform for the 
athletes who utilize the space. The 
new surface is scheduled to be 
completed on July 15 dependent 
on weather.

New track at 
the high school

Enjoying the 
independence that we have 

A faithful companion with you through life’s journey
as Americans is a privilege 
we’ve earned, together. It 

took the sacrifice of millions 
of entrepreneurs and Service 
men and women, nurses 
and caregivers. You’ve 
done your job in making 
this nation what it is today: 
proud, strong, and secure.

For more than 80 years, 
Social Security has been 
doing the same. We’re with 
you through life’s journey, 
from birth to retirement 
and beyond. And one of the 
best tools we provide every 
American is my Social 
Security, our secure online 
resource customized for 
you.

All your hard work 
is recorded at my Social 
Security. There, you can:

• Keep track of your 
earnings and verify them 
every year;
• Get an estimate of your 
future benefits, if you are 
still working; 
• Get a letter with proof 
of your benefits, if you 
currently receive them; and 
• Manage your benefits:
• Change your address; 
• Start or change your 
direct deposit; 
• Request a replacement 
Medicare card; and
• Get a replacement SSA-
1099 or SSA-1042S for tax 
season.

It doesn’t matter if 
you’ve worked one year 
or forty, checking your 

personalized account at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/
myaccount gives you 
control over your future. 

We understand that 
you might lose things from 
time to time. In some states, 
you can even request a 
replacement Social Security 
card online using my Social 

Security. It’s an easy, 
convenient, and secure way 
to request a replacement 
card. We are working to add 
more states to this service, 
so we encourage you to 
check www.socialsecurity.
gov/ssnumber to see where 
it is available.

Just say “I saw it advertised in the Buyers Guide!”

uideG
uyersB

Services 

We Offer...
• UPS Shipping
• FEDEX Pickup
• Copy Service
 (black & color)

• FAX Service
• & much more

MON. - THUR. 8 - 5. • FRI. 8 - 12
CLOSED SAT. & SUN.

105 N. BROADWAY • LOWELL, MICHIGAN

897-9555

897-9261
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by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

LowellArts! is spending 
the summer under the big 
top with an exhibition 
titled CIRCUS celebrating 
the excitement, tradition 
and showmanship of the 
traveling entertainment 
troupes.

The works of 24 West 
Michigan artists were 
selected for the show 
including several from 
Lowell. Artists include 
Molly Alicki Corriveau, 
Charlotte Ambrose, Diann 
Bartnick Borton, Emilie 
Beadle, Barbara Bjelland, 
Cheryl Blodgett, Patricia 
Constantine, Hannah 
DenHartigh, Sara Dhyne, 
Liduina Fedewa, Jan Y. 
Johnson, Samuel Lanning, 
Betsy Ratzsch, Loretta K. 
Rolison, Tiffany Sikora, 
Chad Stanton, Monica 
Stegeman, Mary Stek, 
Emily Stephen, Shelley 
Stevens, Katherine 
Thelen, Kristi Lynn Visser, 
Sydney Wiswell, and Irene 
Wordhouse.

Prints, paintings, 
photographs and posters 
are among the featured 
pieces, each representing 

the wonder filled theme 
from the artist’s unique 
perspective. The fun and 
intriguing collection opened 
to the public on May 31 and 
will remain open through 
August 13. Viewing of the 
show is free to the public 
at the King Gallery, located 
at 149 S. Hudson, during 
their  regularly scheduled 
business hours Tuesday 
through Friday 10-6 and 
Saturday 1-4.

The CIRCUS theme 
is also being extended 
to several other projects 
created by LowellArts! 
for the summer months 
for local youth. Art classes 
for students 8-12 
are scheduled for 
six Wednesdays 
throughout June 
and July featuring 
local guest artists. 
For just $5 per 
session students will 
learn about the artist’s 
medium and then create 
their own works. Classes 
remaining in the lineup 
include printmaking, 
torn paper collage, Tangle 
creation, drawing and 
poster design. The classes 

Run away to LowellArts! “CIRCUS” exhibit

are being 
subsidized by 
the Lowell 
Rotary Club.

A 
t h e a t e r 
experience 
is also 
p l a n n e d 

f e a t u r i n g 
young actors aged 7-18 

on the stage in an original 
production written and to 
be directed by Brent Alles. 
“Big Top Barry” is the story 

of a lion cub, born into 
circus life, learning his way 
under the big tent. Interested 
students are asked to attend 
a read through on July 9 
from 10-12 at LowellArts! 
All in attendance will 
be assigned a role in the 
production. Rehearsals are 
scheduled between July 25 

and August 3 with the final 
performance taking place 
August 6 from 6-7:30 pm at 
Fallasburg Park. 

Pre-registration for both 
youth offerings is required 
and available by calling 
(616) 897-8545 or visiting 
the organization’s website at 
www.lowellartsmi.org

The King Gallery, currently hosting CIRCUS, is open to the public 
for free viewing Tuesday through Saturday through August 13.

Artist Chad Stanton created this collage featuring posters from the real 
life Lewis Bros. Circus and also shares his family’s own circus story at 
the exhibit.

The exhibit features a wide range of 2D and 
3D works paying homage to the magic and 
awe of life under the big top.
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light bulbs and so forth store over the office and about the same to the newly remodeled office. Supt. Frank J. McMahon was unable to estimate the damage to the new 
generating unit being installed but said if the generator itself was injured by the fire which blazed around it, the damage might run to several thousand dollars. All damage, 
McMahon said, was covered by insurance. Service of the village was resumed after about 2 hours as the result of the quick work of Light and Power employees in 
covering the two generating units and the switchboards with canvas, coupled with the quick work of the firemen, preventing costly damage. Mr. McMahon had only words 
of merit for the firemen for keeping water out of the switchboards. If this had happened service would have been shut off for at least 24 hours. Robert Flynn working on the 
new construction at the plant, blinded by smoke from the blazing building and trying to escape, crashed through a plate glass window, cutting himself badly about the arm 

and leg. He evidently did not see the open doorway nearby. Lodie Shear, volunteer 
fireman, narrowly escaped injury when ropes holding a derrick on the roof of the 
new structure burned off and the heavy derrick crashed down near Shear, narrowly 
missing him and knocking a hole in the roof of the building next to the plant which 
is occupied by Percy J. Read and Sons. It is indeed fortunate that it was possible 
to subdue the flames promptly. Had the three diesel engines, the building, switch 
boards and other equipment been destroyed the loss would have been close to a 
quarter of a million dollars.

Showboat Interlocutor, C. H. Runciman has received an order for 52 Showboat 
seats for Wednesday night’s performance from a firm in Grand Rapids. Begins to 
look like there will be a few people here!

 

50 years ago
Lowell Ledger
June 23, 1966

Pure bedlam reined in the YMCA parking lot on Monday morning, June 20, as 
nearly 60 boys and girls from Lowell arrived with bedroll and baggage to board the 
bus for a week at the ‘Y’ camp on Barlow Lake.

Beech Street group is protesting proposed water main extension. An unofficial 
hearing on the need for a water main extension on Beech Street north of Foreman 
was a major portion of the council meeting on Monday night. There were four 
citizens present at the meeting, three of whom were opposed to the water main 
extension past their property. This same extension was so vigorously protested 
last year that the council declined to make the improvement. The problem seems 
to be that in order to serve a new real estate development the water main must 
be constructed a full city block past homes already served by city water or citizens 
satisfied to use their own wells. The discussion lasted for over an hour and the date 
for the official hearing was set, to be held on July 5th when the cost of the project 
to the property owners would be revealed.

Modern day “pioneer” Texas-bound from N. Y. to visit Lowell in July. The Ledger 
Office received a postcard Monday morning from “Pioneer Jim” mailed from Sarnia, 
Ontario, Canada, saying that he planned to ‘camp’ in Lowell, July 16. He has been 
on a trip to awaken the spirit of pioneering —by challenging America to pioneer in 
love and concern for their fellow men. “Pioneer Jim,” ‘faithful’, his Appaloose Horse, 
‘Wolf,’ a friendly wolf; and ‘Patience’ and ‘Tribulation’, a pair of zebra mules, left 
Amarilla, Texas, in April 1963 and arrived at the World’s Fair, in New York, April, 
1964. He and his entourage are now on their way back to Texas, visiting cities on 
the way. On the postcard Jim says, “tell the folks I’m looking forward to meeting 
‘em.”

25 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

June 26, 1991
Music disagreement results in shooting of 19 year old Lowell man. An argument 

over the loudness of music at an open house/graduation party resulted in a Lowell 
man getting shot in the abdomen Saturday night. Pete Gerkin, 19-years old of 
Lowell, was listed in good condition Tuesday at Blodgett Memorial Hospital after 
being shot by a Grand Rapids man Saturday. According to Kent County Sheriff’s 
Department Detective Bob Start, shortly after four black Grand Rapids men showed 
up at a graduation party at a private drive off of Bailey Drive, an argument over the 
loudness of their music ensued. The argument led to a fist fight between James 
Russell Whitney, 25, of Grand Rapids and other guests at the party. “During the 
fight, Whitney produced a handgun and fired it into the air,” Start said. “As he then 
tried to get back into his car, Whitney felt it necessary to fire the gun once more, the 
second shot hitting Gerkin in the abdomen.” Whitney and his three male passengers 
then attempted to drive off. In doing so he hit two others in attendance at the party 
and ran into a number of other cars on his way out. Start said, “Whitney and his 
passengers were invited by two female members at the open house/graduation 
party. Whitney was arraigned Monday on charges of carrying a concealed weapon 
and carrying a felony firearm, the latter charge carrying an automatic two-year 
sentence, if convicted. The other three passengers were retained, questioned 
and released. Whitney’s bail was set at $5,000. Start said the case is still being 
reviewed with the preliminary exam set for July 3. Gerkin’s father, Rev. Joe Gerkin 
said his son was fortunate in that the bullet missed all major organs.

39 youths compete in 5th annual “Andy Kooiman” Kids Fishing Day. Saturday, 
June 8th, saw 39 youngsters at the Lowell Middle School Pond as the guests of the 
Lowell Area Fishing Club at 5th Annual Kid’s Fishing Day. The event is supported 
by donations from area businesses and merchants. The kids enjoyed themselves 
fishing with their Dads, Granddads and some Moms and Grandmas were in 
attendance. “We enjoy doing this for the kids, as much as they enjoy being here,” 
said Bill DeGroot III, President of L.A.F.C. “We had a super nice day, although the 
fish didn’t cooperate as well as in the past. They only caught 147, four of them 
Brook Trout. Everyone attending was treated to a hotdog, cookies and soda pop 
lunch after the official end of the contest. Winners in the 5-6 yr. old category were: 
Timmy Vezino 1st, Stacey Onan 2nd, and Benny Symmes 3rd; *7-9 yrs.: Doug 
Ford and David Dabakey tied for 1st, Shawna Seiloff 2nd; *10-11 yrs.: Mindy Onan 
1st, Coby Onan and Bob Ford tied for 2nd; *11-13 yrs.: Benny Vinton 1st, Brian 
Dabakey 2nd and Erik Rose 3rd. The Most Fish were caught by Benny Vinton (13) 
and Biggest Fish was caught by Erik Rose. In the Casting Contest, David Dabakey 
was 1st for the boys and Tami Sherman was 1st for the girls with other places being 
taken by Shawna Seiloff, Brian Debakey, A.J. Bsharah and Stacey Onan.  

Looking Back, continued
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3rd trimester term GPA 
must be a 3.000 or higher 
to qualify and is based on 

final grades

9Th gRADE
Drake Andersons

Nicholes Anheuser
Laurens Auds

Danielle Barnes 
Joslynn Battle 
Zoee Bennett 
Kyle Bibbler 

Halaina Bladey 
Mikayla Boersma 
Renee Boersma 
Anneke Breuker 

Noah Brown 
Hunter Browning 

Connor Cater 
Bridgett Clay 
Amber Clouse 
Eleanor Cooper 
Gavin Coxon 
Regan Coxon 

Morgan Cremer 
Andrew Davidson 

Linnae DeBoer 
Sarah DeKam 
Conner DeKok 

Savanna Dempsey 
Jordan Dent 

Mackenzie DeRaad 
Ella Dougherty
Sarah Ellsworth 
Logan Everhart 
Zachary Fabis 

Aili Fisher 
Laine Fleszar 

Kaitlyn Florian 
Tristan Fogarty

Thomas Jace Forward 
Marlie Fowler 

Mitchell Franck 
Riley Frazer 

Ava Frederickson
Lora Gable 

Nevada Gale 
Lin Gallagher 

Parker Georgacakes
Charity Gerig 

Harlie Gerth-McMullin
Deijah Gissendanner

Mason Godbold 
Melissa Golden 
Kohl Goldsmith
Zane Goldsmith

Jailine Gomez-Tellez
Allexis Gonzales 
Kollen Gruizenga

Gwendolyn Hackett 
Kevin Hadley 
Emily Haefner 
Amaya Hansen 
Shannon Havlik 

Jaklyn Hayes 
Macie Hefron 

Sierra Heintzelman
Jackson Helder 
Logan Hesche 
Carly Hoekstra 

Evangeline Hoke 
Alyvia Holdridge

Jared Hough 
Aileen Hussey 
Callie Ingram 

Ashleigh Jarrard 
Annabelle Johnson 

Olyvia Johnson 
Madison Jordan 
Olivia Kamradt 

Tyler Kapcia 
Patrick Kargl 
Ethan Kelley 

Danielle Kermeen 
Karsten Kirkendall

Justyn Kreps 
Kelly Kroll 

Samantha Kurti 
Brendan Lally 

Meghan Landgren 
Allyson Lange 
Emily Larson 
Jeffrey Leach 
Paige Lewis 

Emily Lothian 
McKenzie Lythgoe 

Emma Malec 
Devon Maxim 

Gramm McCormack
Megan Meadows
Madison Melle 
Corah Miller 

Brendan Milligan 
Eric Mooney 
Noah Moore 
Mia Munger 
Jada Murley 

Avry Mutschler
Hadyn Nash 
Ella Nauta 

Nicolas Niemann 

Haley Nieuwkoop
Isaiah Ogle 

Grace Ostrander
Natalie Paiz 

Andrew Parsons 
Katherine Peal 

Trevor Petroelje 
Brendan Philo 
Zackery Post 

Ethan Ray 
Isabel Remar 

Ivan Reynolds 
Ruben Rios Soriano

Julianne Ritsema 
Nathan Roest 
Ryan Roest 

Leanna Rose 
Diana Roth 

Andrew Russell 
John Russell 

Madison Sage 
Shianna Sawdy 

Jayme Schlanderer
Robert Schneider

Samuel Schwierking
Tyler Senneker 
Lucas Sherman 
Calvin Simmet 
Mason Simmet 

Samuel Simmons 
Dwayne Simpson Jr

Grace Sinen 
Marleigh Skibbe 
Gracyn Slagell 
Ryan Slopsema
Gabriel Smith 
Haley Sobie 

Maggie Spoelstra 
Daniel Staup 

Joel Steinebach
Kylee Stephens 

Nicholas Struckmeyer
Emily Stump 

Alex Summerfield
Matthew Summerfield

Alexander Taylor 
Xavier Taylor 

Jonas Thompson
Philip Thompson
Irene Trierweiler
Mackenzie Uhen 

Michael VandenHout
Colin VanderWarf

Nathaniel VanDeWeert
Elizabeth Vandiver 

Taylin VanDyke 
Sara Visser 

Amber Webster 
Abigail Wester 

Nicholas Weston 
Abigail White 
Hope Winters 

Mason Winters 
Madelynn Wittenbach

Regan Zimmerman
Anna Zook

10Th gRADE 
Madeline Anderson
Christian Andersson
Bryan Ashenbremer

Agnes Hanna Astrand 
Collin Baker 
Noelle Baker 
Atlas Barrie 

Christian Beimers 
Keaton Bell 

Hannah Bennett 
Jacob Bennett 

Jonathan Berklich 
Laurel Blakie 

Bethany Blattner 
Hailey Boggs-Osman

Makyla Branagan 
Alexander Brandt 

Devin Breen 
Olivia Brenner 
Emily Brown 

Frank Buchmueller
Joshua Bush 

Dawson Chapman 
Ashton Charron 
Tayler Chertos 
Morgan Chubb 

Marlon Coe 
Riley Conlan 

Allissa Cooper 
Elizabeth Cooper 

Travis Cornell 
Madelyne Crace 

McKenna Creighton
Devin Cupp 

William Curtiss 
Katherine Cussimanio

Christian Davis 
Marta de miguel Lopez

Cassandra Dean 
Darby Dean 

Clemence Defouloy 
Isabelle Dial 

Eric Dimmick 
Elijah Dixon 

Selena Doty 
Brady Douma 

Connor Douma 
Jonathan Draigh 
Katrina Droski 
Quinne Duhr 

Jarrett Duimstra 
Tarrance Edwards 
Dylan Eggleston
Ethan Ettinger 
Mitchell Evink 

Maura Fitzpatrick
Geoffrey Fleenor 

Katelyn Flier 
Autumn French 
Casey French 
Joel Fritsma 
Pei-Wen Fu 

Pablo Gomez Morales
George Gonzales 

Filipe Guimaraes Goulart
Jacob Gutowski 
Leonard Hach 
Mitchell Haff 

Nicholas Hakeem 
Hannah Halfmann

Jacob Hanson 
Brandon Hare 
Jenna Harper 
Maria Hart 

Joshua Havey 
Charles Hayes 
Alexis Higley 

Lindsay Hindley 
Hailey Hoevenaar
Samuel Hofman 

Lydia Hull 
Morrison Ismond 
Peyton Jankowski
Hendrick Jannenga 

Dylan Jernberg 
Evan Johnson 

Roman Johnson 
Shelly Johnson 
Ethan Kaminski 
Abigail Kastanek 

Fiona Kelly 
Haley Kenkel 
Akasha Khalsa 
Alyssa Klaver 

Rachel Kleinedler
Annelise Kolp 
Dawn Kondor 

Katherine Kroll 
Emily Kropf 
David Kruse 

Dakota Krzysik 
Hunter Krzysik 
Elizabeth Kuhns 

Antonia Kux 
Laura Lachowski
Alexander Laird 
Saskia Landman 
Andrew LeFebre 

Joanna Link 
Jayce Lixey 

Benjamin Lobbezoo
Cassiopeia Longway 

Chloe Looman 
Blanca Lopez-

  Grueiro Valcarce
Courtney Lubbers 

Tyler Lynch 
Abigail Mangus 
Nicholas Mason 

Miquel Masot Salva
Cameron Massel 

Caleb Mast 
Juliette Maury 

Abigail McDowell
Cody McGee 

Autumn McGovern
Alexander McPherson

Gabrielle McRee 
Blake McVey 
Rachel McVey 

Justin McWayne
Sadie Mellema 
Ethan Meyer 

Conner Meyers 
Laura Michelsen
Samuel Misak 

Nichole Mitchell 
Karina Moore 

Karleigh Mrozinski
Nutnicha Nakchart 

Eden Nethercott
Ryan Noffke 

Piyaon Nooklay 
MacKenzie North 
Connor Nugent 
Jacob Nugent 
Nicole Nugent 

Mitchell O’Gorman
Jaime Ortueta 

   Gomez de Ureta
Magenta Oyler 

Giulia Pappalettera
Nicole Paulus 
Justin Plunkett 

Alexis Poll 
Austin Pollock 

Morgan Polsgrove
Macy Potter 

Sydney Powell 
Garrett Pratt 
Natalie Price 

Ethan Quiggle 
Miah Ransom 
Devin Read 

Kelly Reitsma 
William Reynolds 

Brianna Roest 
Elena Romero Linan

Seth Ross 
Roman Rozell 

Brendan Sanders 
Holton Sawyer 
Chloe Schmidt 

Drake Seese 
Kaitlyn Senneker 
Russryn Siribodhi 

Erin Smithee 
Lauren Snarski 

Kya Sparks 
Noah Spencer 
Justin Stadt 

Emma Stockreef 
Kenneth Stump 

Megan Summerfield
Nathaniel Svoboda 

Olivia Tavarone 
Madeline Taylor 

Zachary Tichelaar 
Elisabeth Tricquet 
Rena VandenBerg

Bailey VanderMark
Jordan VanOosten

Zachary Vatter 
Austin Whaley 

Sanja Wiesenberg
Jade Williams 

Tesfalidet Woldemihret
Momo Yokoyama
Nathan Yomtoob 

Keigan Yuhas 
Kennedy Zimmerman

11Th gRADE
Hannah Allan 

Natalie Alverson 
Adam Anderson

Karmen Anderson
Sterling Anderson

Hayden Barry-Coulier
Brennan Battle 
Sela Bauman 

Matthew Beachler 
Johanna Bem 
Jeremy Bergin 

Delaney Bierlein 
Dakota Bileth 

Maxwell Bishop 
Katherine Bodemann

Elijah Boulton 
Trevor Bouman 
Collin Bowers 

Austin Branagan 
Maria Briggs 

Mikayla Brooks 
Clayton Brown 
Mitchell Brown 
Madeline Burt 

Kyle Cater 
Samantha Celori 
Emma Chapin 

Brodrick Chapman 
Autumn Chrisman 
Colton Churches 

Ryne Clarke 
Katie Clemenshaw

Paige Clouse 
Rachel Cole 

Austin Comer 
Sydney Conard 

Riley Coxon 
Amber Curtis 

Nicholas Dalessandro
Makenzie Daly 

Andrew de Voest 
Maria DeCator 
Paige DeHaan 

Bryce Dempsey 
Casey Depew 

Samuel DeVito 
Kyla Dixon 

Sydney Dodde 
Alexander Dommer 

Michael Doyle 
Robert Dubisky 

Jonah Epema 
Devin Falk 

Victoria Fezzey 
Isabelle Fleszar 

Callie Ford-Weber
Rose Ford-Weber

Alise Forward 
Paige Fosburg 

Brady Fox 
Laurel Frederickson

Darby Fuller 
Taylor Furtaw 

Kamryn Gaines 
Bridget Garter 

Bethany Geldersma
Haley Godbold 
Parker Grant 

Sonja Grasman 
Abigail Green 

Emily Grochowalski
Madeleine Haines 

Megan Hall 
Rebecca Hall 

Nathan Hawkins 
Brianna Haywood 
Edward Heikkila 

Kollin Hieftje 
Taylor Higgins 

Emily Hock 
Olivia Hock 

Shannon Hoekstra 
Kamryn Holdridge

Jacob Holmes 
Molly Hoseth 

Thomas Hubert 
Anderson Hudson 

Noah Huizinga 
Jerrod Humphreys

Joshua Idema 
Bailey Inda 

Logan Jamison 
Kara Jeffries 

Danton Jernberg 
Eric Judd 

Kelsie Jurmo 
Terese Kane 
Jeremy Kargl 

Caleb Kaufman 
Corah Kaufman 
Kaitlin Kelley 

Harley Kline-Scheltmeyer
Bretton Kooistra 

Adam Korzen 
Trevor Labron 
Josie Ladner 

Logan Landman 
Aidan Lane 

Clayton Launer 
Zachary Laux 
Geniaya Lewis 

Jared Lezan 
Isabel Lillie 

Kayeleigh Lubbers 
Christina Lyon 
Sara Majestic 

Madison McCormack
Carsen McDonald
Alyssa McIntire 

Marlae McKinney
Kenzie McLarty 

Alyssa Mears 
Jarrod Melle 

Robert Meneghini
Tessa Micho 
Chase Miller 

Kathryn Miller 
Kennedy Mitchell 
Nicole Mooney 
Daniel Moore 
Braden Myers 

Riley Nethercott
Nova Nietling 

Benjamin Noffke 
Olivia Nurmikko

Grace Paiz 
Tiana-Marie Peavey 

Jayce Perysian 
Jasmine Peters 
Katie Peterson 
Mary Peterson 

Tiana Petricevic
Zachary Petroelje 

Caleb Pickens 
Abigail Pickett 

Josealyn Pontius 
Andrew Poulton 

Alexander Powell 
Jacob Pratt 

Griffen Preston 
Lisa Price 

Jacquelyn Pytlik 
Keegan Redloske 

Mansel Reed 
Aiden Remar 
Gina Ricards 
Jillian Riney 
Collin Rinks 

Megan Ritchie 
Samantha Robinson 

Alyssa Roest 
John Rogalke 

Alexander Rozell 
Samuel Russell 
Joseph Schaefer 
Kaden Schwarz 
Carleigh Shalda 
Trevor Sherman 

Christina Sherwood
Courteney Simpson 

Brevon Slagell 
Brandon Smit 

Benjamin Smith 
Logan Smith 

Connor Smithee 
Caleb Sobie 

Sage Solomonson
Hana Steinebach

Jensen Stephens 
Madison Stephens 
Nathan Stephens 
Benjamin Stewart 
Jonathan Stewart 
Bradley Stoffers 
Mason Sturgeon 
Evan Swanson 
Garret Taylor 
Hailey Taylor 

Jakob Thompson
Patrick Travis 

Donald Trierweiler
Steven Tripp 

Nickolas Truba 
Sydney VandenHout
Logan VanderMeulen

Trevor VanDyke 
Kenneth VanOosten

Nicholas VanTil 
Lucy Wade 
Sara Walters 

Corrina Wenger 
Meghan Whitaker 

Lauren White 
Nathan Whittum 

Kodie Wilcox 
Maya Williams 
Jacob Wosinski 
Kendra Wroten

12Th gRADE 
Maya Aalsburg
Keara Anderson

Matthew Anderson
Justine Anes 

Alexander Anschutz 
Shelley Bailey 
Riley Bancroft 

Anastasia Barnes 
Jessica Barrett 
Ethan Bates 
Kyle Bell 

Baylee Bennett 
Jenna Bessey 
Elena Bishop 
Dean Briggs 

Anna Brillhart 
Katerina Brim 

Lauren Browning 
Jared Brzezniak 
Avery Buckius 

Timothy Buechler 
Ethan Campbell 

Sarah Carr 
Lydia Chandler 
Alina Chappell 

Elle Coble 
Jack Cooke 

Matthew Cooper 
Logan Copeyon 
Mitchell Davis 
Skyler Dawson 
Maxwell Dean 

Zeth Dean 
Sarah Dec 

Veronica Delgado 
Austin DeWaard 

Billy Dickson 
Elizabeth Dickson 

Ellen Dilly 
Tyler Doane 
John Doneth 

Hannah Duvernay 
Kristin Eckman 
MeKare Elliott 

Madison Emelander
Kelsey Emmanuel
Haley Jo Engels 

Rachael Fotis 
Rachel Fox 

Alexis Frederickson
Eric Gable 

Madison Gaskin 
Joseph Geisen 

Avery Gemmell 
Abigail Gerig 

Kaitlyn German 
Regan Gravitt 
Jennifer Green 
Austin Grim 

Addison Grohman 
Kyrsten Grover 
Kellen Guinn 

Greta Gustafson
John Gutowski 

Brandon Haehnel 
Matthew Halford 
Autumn Hamilton 
Cameron Harper 
Jessica Havlik 
Sylvia Hawley 

Seth Hemingsen
Mary Hess 

Ryan Hessler 
Victoria Hewitt 

Justin Hineline-Gilchrist
Hayden Hoffman 

Maranda Holloway 
Audrie Hoogerhyde

Lance Huber 
Talitha Hull 

McKenzie Huver 
Mathea Ismond 

Gabriela Kabandana
Madison Kaminski 

Reece Karns 
Megan Khodl 

Joshua Kinsley 
Michael Kirby 
Kyle Klaver 
Joseph Kline 

Nicholas Kloosterman
Sara Kloosterman

Kayla Kole 
Kalie Kopecek 
Hunter Kramer 
Daniel Kruse 
Allyson Laird 
Bridget Lally 

Anna Litchfield 
Maxwell Majinska 
Claire Maksymetz
Marcus Malling 

Kyle Mankel 
Adam Marks 
Marilla Marks 

Brianna Massey 
Derek Massey 
Jarett Maughan 

Brett Maxim 
Sarah Mayhew 
Collin McGee 

Hensley McMillian
Diana Mexicano
Evan Mierendorf
Elizabeth Miller 
Richard Misak 
Jordan Mixon 

Raeanna Mongar 
Aleecea Moomau 

Ellinor Morris 
Karson Murley 

Shelby Mutschler
Garrett Nauta 
Abigail Nies 

Carter Noskey 
Sawyer Olesko 

Jacob Paffhausen
Ashton Pallottini 
Brendan Paulus 
Liam Peterson 

Samantha Petrovich 
Cameron Philo 

Jocelyn Polinskey
Anthony Pollock 
Blake Posthumus

Logan Propst 
Bailey Reitsma 
Tess Richardson

Tyler Ritchie 
Hannah Ritsema 
Matalynn Ritter 

Trevor Roest 
Corynn Rogers 
KaRae Roscoe 

Noah Roth 
Isaiah Rowley 

Amanda Russell 
Amy Russell 

Sara Schuitema
Karen Senneker 
Trevor Shurlow 
Anna Sleeman 
Madison Smith 

Anthony Stedman 
Gabriel Steed 

Brooke Steffen 
Jazmine Stephens 

Ryan Stevens 
Austin Stickney 

Allyson Stockreef 
Andrew Struckmeyer

Hayden Sutton 
Joshua Talalay 
Katie Taylor 

Carter Thalison 
Sherri Trumbull 
Michael Trupke 

Jamie-Lynn Urban 
Micaela VandenBerg

Courtney VanderMark
Morgan VanEnk 

Breanna VanLaan 
Hannah VanWynen

Colin VerWys 
Kenneth Vickers 
Elisabeth Vogt 

Elizabeth Waller 
Calvin Warning 
Kyle Washburn

Amanda Webster 
Douglas Weed 
Donelle Weeks 
Leana Weiler 
Rylee Wester 

Brian Whitsett 
Faith Wilson 
Jared Wilson 

Sarena Wilterdink
Nolan Yahrmarkt

2016 LoweLL HigH ScHooL 3Rd TRiMeSTeR HoNoR RoLL



page  12  wednesday • june • 22 •  2016

BJORNSETH
Bruce Earl Bjornseth, of Ada, died Friday, June 3, 2016, 
from Progressive Supra Nuclear Palsy. Born in Owosso, 
Feb. 1, 1942, to Kathryn and Earl Bjornseth, he was 
raised in Perry. Growing up, Bruce enjoyed spending 
time with his grandmother Helen, where he started 
learning to cook, helping his father with home remodeling 
projects and many 
adventures with his 
high school friends. 
After graduating 
from Perry High 
School in 1960, 
he completed two 
years of Mechanical 
Technology training 
from Flint Junior 
College in 1962; 
he received a BS 
in Industrial Ed. in 
1966 and an MA in 
Industrial Ed. from 
WMU in 1972. Bruce 
taught Technical 
Drawing for Forest 
Hills Central HS 
from 1966-70; and at FH Northern HS from 1970-78. 
He worked as an Applications Engineer for Rapistan 
Corp. from 1978-83 and then began his teaching career 
at Grand Rapids Junior College, developing the CAD-
CAM program. He retired from GRCC in 2011. Bruce 
also received a Private Pilot License in 1992 and a 
Residential Builders License in 1997. As one of our 
neighbors once remarked, “Bruce is a renaissance 
man, and anything he sets his mind to he achieves.” 
He was very active and enjoyed many hobbies, 
including  wood working, cooking, running, kayaking, 
jewelry making and riding his Harley. He is survived by 
his wife, Sheri; children, Dave, Anna and her husband 
Scott Bone; brother, Bob Bjornseth; numerous cousins, 
nieces, and nephews; and he was preceded in death by 
sister, Jan Kemerling. To celebrate his life there will be a 
Memorial Brunch on Sunday, August 21, 2016 from 2 to 
5 at Grand Volute in Lowell. Please RSVP by July 17, to 
Sheri at sbjornseth@comcast.net.  Online condolences 
may be left at www.simplycremationservice.com

VAN OOSTEN
James “Jim” Phelps Van Oosten, age 73 of Lowell, 
passed away Tuesday, June 14, 2016. He was 
preceded in death by his mother and father, sister Joyce 
and her husband Jack Van Blooys. He is survived by 
his wife Sue of 52 
years; daughter 
Sue (Bruce) Doll; 
sons Jim (Heather) 
Van Oosten, Bill 
(fiancée Ann 
Oglivy) Van Oosten; 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
Nicole Loetz, Cody 
& Scott Van Oosten, 
Justin Everitt, Ken, 
Jordan & Kayala 
Van Oosten; sister 
Ruthann (Jack) 
Snyder; brothers 
and sisters-in-law 
Tom (BJ) Bustance, 
Bill (Robin) Bustance; friends Frank & Mary Kay Wright; 
several nieces, nephews and cousins. Funeral services 
were held. Interment Oakwood Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Autism Asperger 
Associates of Michigan, 7027 – 10 Mile Rd. NE, 
Rockford MI 49341.

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

obituaries

PuZZLE 
SOLuTIONS

Your first job is a 
landmark occasion. You 
might be a little surprised 
when you see a portion 
of your earnings go to 
a tax called “FICA” for 
the Federal Insurance 
Contributions Act. This 
deduction goes to Social 
Security and is your way of 
helping us secure your today 
and tomorrow. It’s our job to 
keep the safety net of Social 
Security strong through your 
incremental contributions.

Understanding how 
important your contribution 
is takes some of the sting 
away because your taxes 
are helping millions 
of Americans. By law, 

we’re working together to 
secure today and tomorrow

employers must withhold 
Social Security taxes from 
workers’ paychecks. While 
referred to as “Social 
Security taxes” on an 
employee’s pay statement, 
sometimes the deduction 
is labeled as “FICA.” This 
stands for Federal Insurance 
Contributions Act, a 
reference to the original 
Social Security Act. 

The taxes you pay now 
mean a lifetime of protection 
— for retirement in old age 
or in the event of disability. 
And when you die, your 
family (or future family) 
may be able to receive 
survivors benefits based on 
your work. 

You probably have 
family members — 
grandparents, for example 
— who already enjoy 
benefits that your Social 
Security taxes help provide. 
Social Security is completely 
solvent through 2033. 
At that point, retirement 
benefits will be reduced to 
75 percent, unless changes 
are made to the law. In the 
past, Social Security has 
evolved to meet the needs 
of a changing population — 
and you can count on Social 
security in the future.

Because you’re a long 
way from retirement, you 
may have a tough time 
seeing the value of benefit 
payments that could be 

many decades in the future. 
But keep in mind the Social 
Security taxes you’re 
paying can provide valuable 
disability or survivors 
benefits, if the unexpected 
happens. Studies show 
that of today’s 20-year-
olds, about one in four will 
become disabled, and about 
one in eight will die before 
reaching retirement.

We’re doing this job 
together. The small amount 
you contribute with every 
paycheck allows us to 
help millions of retired 
workers, disabled people, 
and veterans. You can learn 
more about how we’re with 
you through life’s journey at 
www.socialsecurity.gov.

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF MICHIGAN
IONIA CO. PROBATE 
COUNTY OF IONIA

PUBLICATION OF 
NOTICE OF HEARING

FILE NO. 16-215-GA

In the matter of TERRY 
ROGER HUMPHREY, an 
Alleged Incapacitated 
Individual.
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS including: 
Lula Mae Humphrey, 
spouse, and any other 
unknown or unlocated 
heirs whose address(es) 
are unknown and 
whose interest in the 
matter may be barred 

or affected by the 
following:

TAKE NOTICE: A 
hearing will be held on 
July 11, 2016 at 10:30 
am at 100 W. Main St., 
#103, Ionia, MI 48846 
before Judge Robert S. 
Sykes Jr. (P40465) for 
the following purpose:
to request the 
appointment of full 
guardian.

June 15, 2016

Servants Center
PO Box F
Grand Rapids, MI 49501
616-456-8512
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college news
AIS Construction 

Equipment takes pride in 
announcing that Matthew 
Anderson, of Lowell, has 
been selected to participate 
in the 2016 AIS Summer 
Technician Entrance 
Program (STEP). The 
AIS STEP is a nine-week 
program for high school 
graduates that plan on 
choosing the field of heavy 
equipment repair as their 
career. Matthew is a recent 
graduate of the Diesel and 
Heavy Equipment program 
at Kent Career Technical 
Center and is one of nine 
of the most elite graduates 
selected from all over 
Lower Michigan that will 
be trained and mentored at 
AIS’s Lansing facility. This 
program will better prepare 
him/her for advanced 
training in this field. 

The University of 
Wisconsin-Madison has 
recognized students named 
to the dean’s list for the 
spring semester of the 2015-
2016 academic year.

Students who achieve 
at a high level academically 
are recognized by the 
dean at the close of each 
semester. To be eligible for 
the dean’s list, students must 
complete a minimum of 12 
graded degree credits in that 
semester. 

Listed are local 
students who have received 
this honor: from Ada: Isabel 
Hart, College of Letters and 
Science; and Olivia Rotelle, 
School of Education.

Jason Malling, of 
Lowell, was named to the 
dean’s list at Alma College 
for achieving outstanding 
academic performance 
during the 2016 winter 
term.  Students who achieve 
a 3.5 or better grade point 
average during a term, while 
carrying a minimum of 
13 credits, at least eight of 
which are evaluative grades, 
are named to the dean’s list.

Western Michigan 
University has announced 
the graduation list for 

the 2016 spring session. 
The following are local 
graduates, their degrees, 
majors and honors, of Ada: 
Caroline Suzanne Aleck, 
Bachelor of Business 
Administration, food and 
consumer package goods 
marketing and Spanish, 
cum laude; James Ryan 
Burkhardt, Master of 
Business Administration, 
business administration; 
Cheryl L Cooper, Master of 
Arts, counselor education: 
marriage, couple and 
family; Mikaela J Harris, 
Bachelor of Science, 
English and psychology: 
general psychology, cum 
laude; Anthony Donald 
Saladino, Bachelor of 
Business Administration, 
telecommunication and 
information management: 
business; and David Mauro 
Van Haren, Master of Music, 
music performance; of Alto: 
Spencer Howard Plattner, 
Bachelor of Science, 
aviation flight science, cum 
laude; of Lowell: Joshua 
R Balfour, Bachelor of 
Business Administration, 
management; and Alexander 
David Bliss, Bachelor of 
Business Administration, 
management.

•••
I  never said most of 

the things I  said. 
~ Yogi  Berra
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JUNE 15 - JUNE 21

SUDOKU

Puzzle solutions 
on page 12

Puzzle solutions, page 12

LAST week's 
Online
Poll

RESULTS
Do you think the 

United States 
Congress is finally 

ready to address the 
need for gun control?

• Yes - And it’s about time  ..... 45%

• No,  -  Why should they? ...... 15%

• I don’t think guns 
 are a problem ........................ 40%

•  No opinion .............................. 0%

WWW.
thelowellledger.com

STATEPOINT 
CROSSWORD

THEME: 
GREAT POETS

ACROSS
1. Angry walk
6. Bell and Barker, e.g.
9. Fields and Basinger
13. Donny’s singing 
sister
14. *T.S. Eliot poem, 
“____ Wednesday”
15. Loosen laces
16. Glorify
17. *Theodor Geisel, 
____ Dr. Seuss
18. Daughter of a 
sibling
19. *Wordsworth or 
Shakespeare
21. *He hears America 
singing
23. Pig’s digs
24. Discharge
25. Exchange for 
money
28. Grey, of tea fame
30. Like oxen put to-
gether
35. Second-hand
37. Saintly glow
39. Theater play
40. Ancient Scandina-
vian symbol
41. Pinch to save
43. F.B.I. operative
44. Nathaniels, to their 
friends?
46. Fencing weapon
47. Fail to mention
48. Swell
50. Unforeseen ob-
stacle
52. Pub offering
53. *Cyrano de Berger-
ac had a big one
55. Cathode-ray tube
57. *Famous Russian 
poet

61. *”The Canterbury 
Tales” poet
65. Ernest, to mommy
66. Tarzan’s mom
68. Famous nurse 
Barton
69. Decorate

70. *____ McKuen, 
poet and songwriter
71. *”The Waste Land” 
poet
72. Lubricant
73. ATM extra
74. Slow on the uptake

DOWN
1. Eurasian duck
2. It made Danny De-
Vitto a star
3. Word of mouth
4. Paper plants
5. The smallest, at the 
clothing store
6. “Howdy, ____!”
7. Pose a question
8. Medieval oboe
9. Make with needles
10. Individual unit
11. Flexible mineral
12. “____ but not 
heard”
15. Like the States
20. Nursemaids in India
22. Battleship game 
success
24. Oval
25. *”Auld Lang Syne” 
poet
26. “Round up the 
____ suspects!”
27. Yiddish shrew

29. Garden ____
31. Jason’s vessel
32. ABBA’s “_____ 
Mia!”
33. Not your grand-
mother’s mail
34. *”Divine Comedy” 
poet
36. Like Mariana 
Trench
38. Bad luck predictor
42. *”Do I dare to eat a 
____?”
45. Like RMS Titanic
49. Person of interest, 
acr.
51. Honored with pres-
ence
54. Chow down vora-
ciously
56. Ballerina’s skirt 
fabric
57. Ring like a bell
58. Pakistani language
59. Prig or snoot
60. Engage for service
61. Surrender territory
62. Jealous biblical 
brother
63. *”____ & Psyche” 
by Robert Bridges
64. Goes with interest
67. *”The Raven” poet

•	 The	Cleveland	Cavaliers	beat	the	Golden	State	
Warriors	 93-89	 to	 become	 the	 first	 team	 to	
come	 back	 after	 being	 down	 three	 games	 at	
the	beginning	of	the	series	and	they	overcame	
a	52-year	championship	draught	for	Cleveland.	

 
•		 Donald	 Trump	 fired	 his	 campaign	 manager,	

Corey	Lewandowski,	and	it	looks	like	Trump	is	
making	a	business	out	of	running	for	president.	
He	uses	his	plane,	his	properties	for	campaigning	
and	even	serves	Trump	bottled	water	and	wine.	
The	 Republican	 presidential	 nominee	 has	
been	mixing	his	politics	and	business.	He	has	
reportedly	 funneled	 millions	 back	 into	 Trump	
corporate	 products	 and	 services	 and	 public	
documents	
indicate	 his	
income	 has	
risen	 along	
with	 his	
presidential	
hopes.
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