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lhs sports

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

Events and activities 
took place all over town 
during this year’s Harvest 
Festival.

In the downtown area, 
very early in the morning 
Lowell Community 
Wellness had a 5k run/
walk. A little later, at 10 
am Laurels of Kent held a 
pet parade. As the morning 
progressed, Lowell Light & 
Power had an open house, 
bucket rides and pumpkin 
painting. They provided free 
hot dogs and chips.

The big party 
downtown was at Larkin’s 
“Chili Madness” chili 
cook-off. A whole block of 
Broadway was cordoned off 
and completely packed with 
people eating chili, drinking 
beer and partying. There 
were 22 contestants, some 
serving both red and white 
chilis. Each booth made 
about five gallons of chili.

“I set this whole thing 
up 13 years ago,” said 
Mark Schmaltz of the ‘Big 
C Chili’ team. “This is 
what it’s become. Our first 
year we had four entries. 
We had the Michigan state 

5k run, music, chili contest and cleanup day 
all a part of Lowell’s annual Harvest Festival

champions here five years in 
a row cooking with us. They 
were a lot of fun. I handed it 
off to Larkin’s and then they 
just developed it into this. 
They’ve done a fantastic 
job. Everybody that works 
at Larkin’s works all day 
here and it’s about a 14-hour 
ordeal. The whole point of 
this is to [do] have some fun 
and something for charity.”

“We raise money every 
year for a different charity,” 
said Larkin’s manager Deb 
Apol. “This year it’s the 
Lowell Senior Center. We 
have 22 contestants this year. 
Last year we gave $2,800 to 
the Veterans and they put up 
a flagpole and a flag in the 
cemetery. In the 13 years 
that we’ve done this we’ve 
given almost $30,000. We 
pick nonprofits that don’t 
have the fundamentals to 
raise money for themselves. 
We’ve given to the volunteer 
fire department, the Flat 
River Outreach Ministries, 
Alpha Women’s Center 
and St. Mary’s Pregnancy 
Center because they don’t 
really have ways of raising 
money. We keep it local. 
It doesn’t go out of here at 

This past weekend was intended to be the end of construction for the 
M-50 Alden Nash Avenue overpass utilizing the cutting edge “bridge slide” 
method which allows construction workers to simply slide the newly 
constructed bridge into place without obstructing traffic significantly. 
Unfortunately, due to unanticipated problems with equipment the 
construction was delayed. It is now expected to wrap up this coming 
weekend. For those interested in further information about the M-50 Bridge 
Replacement project, including a Bridge Slide demonstration video, check 
out www.michigan.gov/bridgeslide. 

Bridge slide delayed

all, it stays right in Lowell. 
The contestants pay $50 
to enter, plus they pay a 
couple hundred dollars of 
their own money [for chili 
ingredients].”

This year’s winning 
team was “Dragon Spit,” 
who were sponsored by the 
Holiday Bar, 801 5th St. 
NW, Grand Rapids.

“It’s a very meaty 
chili,” said Dragon Spit’s 
Craig Williams. “Twelve 
pounds of meat in a four-

gallon pot of chili, chorizo 
and top sirloin.”

Harvest Festival, 
continued, page 16

The band, "Homebrewed" hailing from Battle Creek supplied the music 
downtown at the Chili Cook-Off.

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Students at Lowell 
High School will once 
again be participating in the 
State Farm Celebrate My 
Drive Campaign in an effort 
to promote safe driving 
among   their peers and the 
community with 
the opportunity 
to win up to 
$100,000 in cash 
for the school.

The campaign 
encourages teens 
to enjoy the 
freedom and to 
respect the responsibilities 
of driving. It will award a 
total of $3.25 million dollars 
and two private concerts by 
The Band Perry this year to 
the 100 schools throughout 
the United States earning 
the most online safe driving 
commitments.

Last year, local State 
Farm agent Deborah Wilks 
was able to present a check 
for $25,000 to LHS. LHS 

LHS students
promote safety 
with Celebrate 
My Drive campaign

achieved more than 15,000 
commitments through the 
efforts of the student body 
and community at large.

Funds earned were split 
evenly between athletics, 
the arts and technology 
enabling purchases such 

as iPads, a track and cross 
country timing system and a 
theater marque. Ten percent 
of the money awarded was 
reserved by the group to 
fund this year's safe driving 
initiative.

“The students once 
again have taken the lead on 

Celebrate My Drive, 
continued, page 2

little artists
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When you have a State Farm®  
car and a State Farm home, get 
ready to drive around with a big, 
money-saving State Farm smile. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

1103161.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Put auto and home together 
for hundreds in savings.

Get our 3-Bed,  
2-Bath, 4-Door,  
V-6 discount.

Deborah Wilks, Agent
11827 Fulton St E
Lowell, MI  49331

Bus: 616-897-9237
dwilks@deborahwilks.com

GILDA’S CLUB LOWELL CLUBHOUSE
Cancer - New Member Meeting – Tues., Oct. 28, 2:30-

3:30 pm and 7:30-8 pm. Introductory meeting for those who 
wish to join the cancer support program. Woodcarving – 
Tues., Oct. 21, 3:15-4:15 pm. Learn how to make easy and 
beautiful wood carvings with Doug Shassberger. Beginners 
are welcome and supplies are provided. Book Club – Tues., 
Oct. 21, 4:15-5:15 pm. Join Kathy Mieras for a relaxing and 
cozy book club. Pick up your book to borrow at the parlor 
desk. Breast Cancer Support Group *at LowellArts - 
Our next meeting is Tues., Nov. 4, 6:15-7:30 pm. Grief - 
New Member Meeting – Mon., Oct. 21, 5-5:30 pm. Come 

to the clubhouse to learn about our adult grief support 
program. Please register in advance. Lowell Clubhouse, 314 
S. Hudson St. For more information call 897-8600 or visit 
www.gildasclubgr.org/pinkarrow

MUSEUM FOR TOTS
Explore the Lowell Area Historical Museum with 

your child, participate in hands-on experiences and create 
a take home activity.  For young children ages 0-5 and their 
caregivers. The second Monday of the month October-April 
10:30-12:30. Stop in any time during these hours, activities 
typically take 30 minutes. For more information call 616-
897-7688. 

planning this year’s project. 
We have six dedicated 
students in our group who 
have been responsible for all 
of the Celebrate My Drive 
planning,” according to 
advisor Chaye Klomparens.

Students have planned 
several driver safety 
awareness events that will 
coincide with the weeklong 
commitment drive that 
kicks off October 15. 

“This year we are taking 
it up a level and providing 
more opportunities for 
driver safety awareness.” 
said Klomparens.

“The whole Lowell 
community needs to be 
involved, going to the 

Celebrate My 
Drive, continued

website daily in order to 
win this. We will probably 
need 50,000 to 100,000 
commitments to safe driving 
to win the big prize. With 
Lowell Arrow Pride, I know 
we can do it,” said Wilks.

Anyone age 14 or older 
is eligible to make the safe 
driving commitment and 
can do so each day of the 
campaign, October 15-24. 
To participate go to www.
celebratemydrive.com or 
visit their Facebook page. 
Simply select Lowell, MI, 
answer a few driving safety 
questions and then make the 
commitment to be a safe 
driver.

 

The week of October 6 
was Health Week for Murray 
Lake Elementary School.  
Various educational health 
and nutrition activities were 
offered to the students.  The 
week culminated in their 
4th annual Mustangs on the 
Move fundraiser. 

Metro Health presented 
a germs away program that 
was a fun and educational 
way for students of all 
ages to learn the essentials 
and importance of proper 
hand-hygiene, healthy life-
style choices and illness 
prevention.  Demonstrations 
included a glow box to 
display germs on student 
hands, a balloon to show 
how germs spread from 
a sneeze and proper hand 
hygiene techniques.

During second recess, 
exercise classes were 
offered to the students.  The 
students had a chance to 
participate in boot camp, 
yoga and other healthy 
exercises.  They were also 
offered extra incentives 
for running during mileage 

Murray Lake students celebrate Health Week
club on Thursday.  Tim 
Bergy, Lowell grounds 
maintenance and an EMT 
volunteered to teach the fifth 
graders CPR and what to do 
if someone is choking.

Healthy smoothies 
were provided by the food 
service from the high school 
to all the students during 
lunch.  The health class at 
the high school also got 
involved with our Health 
Week by making posters 
about germs, CPR, choking 
and exercise. As a special 
treat, United Dairy donated 
chocolate milk for all the 
children.

Not only did our 
students have fun, they 
now have the knowledge 
of prevention of germs 
and influence their attitude 
toward being healthy, active 
and eating nutritiously. The 
finale was Friday with an 
all School Fun Run that 
included a creative class 
poster contest presented by 
Family Links.  The students 
raised over $20,000 for the 
school.

  

Students enthusiastically question the Metro Health speaker.
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• Residential 
• Commercial
• Air Conditioning 
• Heating Systems
• Licensed 
• Insured 
• Water & Sewer Hookups
• Video Inspection 
• Same Day Water 

Heaters Installed
• Sales, Service & Installation 

of All Plumbing Fixtures
• Drain Cleaning
• Water Softeners

Canfield
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

411 E. Main • Lowell
616-897-0887

11535 Fulton East
Lowell, MI 49331

616-897-8260
www.fromlowell.org

BECOME A VOLUNTEER
TAX PREPARER

Kent County Tax Credit Coalition helps 
individuals and families achieve economic 

success through free tax services at
Flat River Outreach Ministries in Lowell

Be a part of this great work by 
becoming a volunteer tax preparer.

16 hours of required IRS training is 
provided in Grand Rapids during 

December and January. 
The tax site is open on Tuesdays from 9 am - 8 pm

IF INTERESTED CALL FROM AT 897-8260, 
EXT 23, AND LEAVE A MESSAGE FOR DIANE

GRATTAN 
TOWNSHIP
Special Meeting 10:00 a.m.

Synopsis of Minutes
October 8, 2014

Motions Approved:   
Resolution 2014-019 
New Comcast contract.    
Resolution 2014-020 
Sewer Conditional Issuance. 
Acceptance of Bid for sale of property 

Our next Township Meeting 
will be October 20, 2014

At 7:00 p.m. 
The approved minutes may be reviewed on 

our website at www.grattantownship.org

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Local preschool 
students recently had a 
unique chance to enjoy 
an inside look at ArtPrize 
thanks to a grant from the 
ArtPrize Education Days 
Foundation.

Students from the 
Lowell United Methodist 
preschool made their way to 
the Grand Rapids Children’s 
Museum (GRCM) last 
Friday for a special event. 
Teacher Rachel Mullins said 
that the opportunity was a 
surprise.

Preschoolers get opportunity to create with ArtPrize artist

James Dykehouse works with a museum employee to create a mosaic 
butterfly. Lilly Onan is shown in the background. 

Preschool student George Parsons creates a mosaic butterfly during a 
recent ArtPrize field trip.

“We received an email 
from Angela De Luca 
Placencia, the director of 
education for ArtPrize, 
inviting us to apply for 
an early childhood art 
experience field trip.” 

After filling out a 
simple application Mullins 
received the news that her 
class had earned the grant.

Besides exploring the 
whimsical and educational 
museum designed just for 
children, the students also 
participated in two mini 

classes. The first focused 
on the performing arts and 
explored dance, singing and 
pantomime.

The second class was 
led by ArtPrize artist Corey 
Van Duinen. Van Duinen’s 
own art, an enormous 
mosaic, graces the front of 
the GRCM building.

After learning 
about Van Duinen’s own 
mosaic technique, the 
students created their own 
masterpieces to take home.

WE SHIP
UPS!

Our Prices Canʼt Be 
Beat!

Call Us for a Price 
Quote!

Weight & Zip Code 
Required 

for a Quote

The Lowell Ledger
105 N. Broadway, 897-9261
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strategies to increase overall 
school security, and helping 
to improve response plans to 
potential incidents.  Officer 
Summerhays is housed at 
Lowell High School.  The 
district is fortunate to have 
a proactive law enforcement 
official on our team to 
focus on crime prevention 
and serve as a role model 
for Lowell students.  This 
position will enrich our 
existing partnership and 
strong working relationship 
with the City of Lowell 
Police Department.

Energy Savings – 
Infrastructure Repair and 
Maintenance

Lowell Area Schools 
is proud of our facilities 
and we are dedicated to 
preserving our building 
infrastructure.  That’s why 
dollars from last fall’s 
ballot proposal are reserved 
to address building roofs 
that are years beyond their 
warranties.  The process 
necessary for collecting bids 
is scheduled for this fall into 
early winter so that roof 
repairs can begin at Lowell 
High School next summer.  
A complete renovation of 
the parking and drop-off/
pick-up area was done at 
Alto Elementary.  Alto 
Elementary also was the 
recipient of a substantial 
gift from the Alto DDA 
which provided dollars 
for a significant expansion 
project on the parking lot.  

Promises Kept
Trustworthiness and 

responsibility are two of the 
core values we hold as an 
organization and as public 
servants.  The Lowell Area 
Schools Board of Education 
and administration share 
these values.  We believe 
that our community and 
families deserve no less than 
modeling the trustworthiness 
and responsibility that we 
work to build in students 
every day.  Our buildings 
are important, but more 
important are the people 
in them who work to 
successfully deliver on the 
promises we make.  We know 
that our town of Lowell and 
our schools take pride in our 
rich history and embrace 
the boundless possibilities 
of the future.  The Lowell 
Board of Education and 
administration is privileged 
to care for and enhance the 
community’s resources so 
that we can all enjoy the 
places that matter to us.  

Thank you for your 
support, your investment in 
kids, and for your trust in 
Lowell Area Schools.  As 
a result, we are positioned 
to remain a vibrant school 
district that is focused 
on providing meaningful 
learning experiences 
and extra-curricular 
opportunities to students for 
years to come.

Go Red Arrows!! 

 

TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 897-9261

BILL WHEELER

MICHIGAN

103 Riverside Dr. 
Lowell, Michigan 

49331
616-897-7711

1

209 E. Main St.
Lowell, MI  49331

RICH CURTIS
(616) 897-5686

In-Home Appliance Repair

350 North Center Street
Lowell, Michigan

616-897-8473 or 
616.292.1031

www.laurelsofkent.com

• Rehab Services • Respite Stays 
• Long Term Care • Pallitive  Care

Able to admit 24/7

YOUR BUSINESS
 COULD BE HERE!

SAVE $$$$$
ADVERTISING IN THIS SPACE!!!

business   
  directory

thelowellledger.com
Check us out online ...

Make us your homepage! Michael Curtis
1410 W. Main Street
Lowell

616-421-8505
mcurtis@fbinsmi.com

FarmBureauInsurance.com

Your local agent insures your

LAS Superintendent Greg Pratt

sharing 
the vision

As you know, last 
November the Lowell 
community approved 
a 1 mill building and 
site sinking fund for the 
purpose of maintaining 
district facilities for the 
thousands of students and 
community members that 
use our schools on a daily 
basis.  As good stewards of 
our community tax dollars, 
the Lowell Area Schools 
Board of Education works 
to ensure that the promises 
they made in the ballot 
proposal have been kept.  
By way of your support 
and successful passage of a 
building and site fund, the 
district addressed the critical 
needs for our facilities.  The 
original promises made by 
the Lowell Area Schools 
Board of Education were as 
follows:

Safety and Security
The Lowell Area 

Schools completed the work 
to reconfigure our entry 
vestibules at all elementary 
schools to create more 
secure visitor access control.  
In addition, security camera 
and buzzer system upgrades 
were installed.  If you have 
visited our elementary 
schools, you know that all 

promises made, promises kept

visitors must be granted 
access to the building by 
a school official during 
specified hours of the day by 
way of a buzzer system.  As 
planned, work on security 
vestibules at Lowell Middle 
School and Lowell High 
School will be complete 
next summer, as well as 
infrastructure additions at 
Bushnell Elementary.

I am pleased to note that 
we exceeded our goals in the 
area of safety and security.  In 
addition to the infrastructure 
enhancements, Lowell Area 
Schools has contracted 
a Kent County Sheriff’s 
Department school resource 
officer through a generous 
grant from the Lowell 
Community Foundation.  
The Kent County Sherriff’s 
Department offered this 
service at a reduced rate 
from previous years to all 
school districts across the 
county.  School resource 
officers work to protect 
students and staff, as well 
as promote safer schools 
and safer kids.  Our deputy, 
Officer Todd Summerhays, 
is on duty developing 
positive relationships with 
our students, assisting 
the district with effective 

Main Street Inn
117 W. Main • Lowell
616.897.1171

lowellmainstreetinn.com

Elegant Lodging on the River
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to the editor
viewpoint

By Joanna Barr

To the Editor:
I am not a political 

activist. I am not a confirmed 
and anointed Republican or 
Democrat. I am, however, 
a disabled combat, former 
U.S. Marine (Vietnam era), 
long-time retired principal 
of both Runciman Riverside 
and Bushnell Elementary 
schools and by that 
admission, you also know I 
am a senior citizen.

The only other letters 
to the editor with political 
undertones that I have 
written came as a result 
of our local legislator, 
Lisa Lyons, coming out in 
support of arming teachers 
in the classroom as a result 
of the Newtown, Conn. 
killings a couple of years 
ago.

Being a Veteran, I 
receive services at the V.A. 
clinic in Grand Rapids 
(glasses, hearing aids, 
medications and the like) 
as do many of my fellow 
Veterans. I have also had 
the opportunity to visit and 
speak with Veterans who 
are residents at the Grand 
Rapids Home for Veterans 
located at the same facility. 

House of Representatives. 
I am still waiting for a 
response. I also know other 
people who contacted 
her office during the past 
year with questions about 
her voting record to cut 
school funding, eliminate 
tax breaks for working 
parents and increase taxes 
on retirees. They are also 
still waiting for answers to 
their questions. Isn’t it her 
job to “represent” all of her 
constituents?

Sincerely, Peter F. Siler
Bowne Township

support for candidate

council needs to listen
waiting for answers

Colonel Sam Yeiter, one of 
Lowell’s most respected and 
admired WWII heroes, was 
called home from there not 
too long ago.

If you want to know 
how some of your most 
needy heroes spend their 
declining years, I would 
urge you to take the time 
for a short visit and bring 
cookies, lots and lots of 
cookies.

Did you know that, in 
an effort to balance the state 
budget, our governor cut 4.2 
million dollars in funding 
for the Grand Rapids Home 
for Veterans? Our local 
legislator Lisa Lyons voted 
to approve this measure. 
She must think a leaner V.A. 
home is a better V.A. home. 
That’s why I said bring lots 
of cookies if you visit. The 
real reason for the funding 
cut, as I see it, was to break 
the union which provided 
caregivers for the Vets. 
Many union workers were 
replaced with temps who 
make less money.

As a senior citizen, I am 
continually amazed at how 
my age group votes. We 

seem to continually shoot 
ourselves in the foot by 
putting people in office who 
make no secret about voting 
for things which are contrary 
to our best interests. Lyons 
supports taxing senior 
pensions, eliminating the 
$1800 senior tax credit and 
the elimination of the $600 
per child tax credit. Many 
of us spend a great deal of 
money helping our kids 
and their families, so the 
child tax credit affects us 
personally.

I am a very proud 
educator of some 31 years, 
now long retired. Teachers 
spend hundreds of dollars 
a year purchasing supplies 
for their students without 
complaint because of budget 
shortfalls. Teachers’ salaries 
have remained stagnant or 
have been reduced. Teachers 

pay more for health care 
and retirement plans and 
yet Lisa Lyons, a ranking 
member of the House 
Education Committee, a 
short time ago, referred to 
public school educators as 
“pigs at the trough.” I’m 
sure the meaning is clear to 
you.

I have someone in mind 
for state representative who 
will get my support and she 
happens to be a Democrat. 
Her name is Lynn Mason 
from Belding. Lynn is a 
30-year plus teacher and is 
currently serving as a county 
commissioner. Lynn Mason 
is a consensus builder 
who will work for seniors, 
Veterans and our children. I 
urge your support.

Louis Dudeck, 
Lowell

Letter to the Editor,
Many constituents have 

stood before the council 
only to go away empty 
handed.

When you go to a 
council meeting and there 
are public comments on 
subjects that are not on 
the council’s agenda, the 
council reserves the right 
not to comment. But the 

council is the servant and 
should be responding to all 
comments and questions 
pertaining to the city with 
the best of their knowledge 
at the time the comments or 
questions are made…

The council has failed to 
publicly debate the contract 
negotiations between 
the city and the union 
representing the employees 

of the Department of Public 
Works even after the union 
brought the facts to the 
forefront and asked for the 
public to be included in the 
negotiations.

I recently brought my 
concerns over the contract 
negotiations to a Sept. 15 
city council meeting and 
then asked councilmember 
Jeff Altoft if he believes 
that there should be a public 
hearing over the contract 
negotiations and he said 
yes. But the mayor quickly 
interrupted by saying that 
we are not going to respond 
to any questions. You can 
address the chair here, Jim 
Hodges said. The mayor has 
the bully-pulpit and he uses 
it to his liking or should I 
say his own discretion…

I’m suggesting that 
the city council be the 
servant for which they were 
voted into office to be and 

answer all comments and 
questions brought before 
them at council meetings 
that pertain to the city with 
the best of their knowledge 
and to set a date at the next 
council meeting to have 
a public hearing over the 
contract of negotiations. 

I would like to make a 
brief statement on the Oct. 
6 council meeting. I went to 
that council meeting and the 
council spent the greatest 
share of the meeting on a 
safety problem that should 
have been taken care of 
months ago. Having this 
problem on the agenda for 
any length of time only 
shows the incompetency of 
the council when it comes 
to solving the simplest of 
problems. 

Sincerely, 
Jim Howard, Lowell

To the Editor:
I find it difficult to 

believe Lisa Posthumus 
Lyons’ claim in a recent 
interview that she has 
been knocking on doors all 
summer and got optimistic 
reports about her actions 
and voting record as 86th 
District representative. 

As one of her former 
teachers, I sent her a letter 
on June 26, 2013, after she 
(as chairperson of the House 
Education Committee) 
referred to Michigan 
teachers as “greedy pigs 
and hogs” on the floor of the 

To the Editor,
In the October 8, 2014 

Ledger, the mayor submitted 
his answer to the previous 
week’s Letter to the Editor.

He attacked this 
person and other unnamed 
people including the local 
paper for false accusations 
and misrepresented facts 
regarding the employees 
who have decided to not 
join the union.

He offers no solutions 
as he goes on to say that “we 
are all better than that…
And that we can agree to 
disagree to work our way 
to solutions to make our 
community a better place.”

He forgets that it is 
about more than a segment 
of workers, it is about policy 
and procedure abuse, hidden 
agendas and capital funding 
abuse by two city managers 

real leaders

as they twist facts and truth 
in a shell game they play as 
they hide their mistakes.

He forgets that “we the 
people” have been trying 
to expose the corruption, 
dangerous policy abuse and 
wasteful spending as he 
dismisses us from meetings 
when we dare to speak 
against these abuses.

He forgets that we as 
citizens and reporters are 
then forced to use this forum 
to try to wake up those who 
were supposedly voted into 
office “to serve” and should 
therefore be listening to our 
questions and then be in 
charge of this city earnestly 
working to protect it.

He forgets that he 
willingly ran for his position 
by collecting the required 

To The Editor, 
continued, page 7

125 years ago
Lowell Journal

October 16, 1889
The threshers came to Silas Toles’ Monday evening 

intending to thresh for him Tuesday, but about midnight 
the barn and stacks of grain were discovered in flames 
and were totally destroyed. It was with the utmost 
difficulty that the threshing machine and engine were 
saved. The loss was about $1,500 with light insurance.

The Michigan Cutter Co. started up Monday and 
today opened up “full blast” for the fall and winter, 
turning out cutters at the rate of thirty a day, finished 
complete.

Lowell is one of the best markets in the state for 
all kinds of farmer’s produce. As an apple market it 
leads them all. There are seven buyers of first-class 
fruit, besides two evaporators where the “outs” can be 

disposed of most advantageously. This town stands 
first on the Grand Trunk system for fruit shipments.

Mrs. John Hatch met with a serious accident last 
night. In some way she got her thumb in the cog gearing 
of a cutting box, mangling the flesh and crushing the 
bone. A physician was called who dressed the wound 
and will endeavor to save the thumb from amputation.

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
October 15, 1914

Ada, Oct. 9 – Ada’s high school building was burned 
to the ground at 4:30 this morning by a fire believed to 
have been started by tramps who had been sleeping 
in the building. The loss is $15,000, with only $4,000 
insurance. Twenty-five tons of coal had just been 
stored in the basement. The building was of brick and 
had been in use for forty years. About 250 pupils were 
enrolled this fall. Already plans are being considered 
for a new building and work in its construction will 
begin at once.

Glen Ford, Mr. Aldrich and Arthur Bibbler met with 
quite an accident last week while returning from Grand 
Rapids in his new motor, it getting the start of him 
while descending a hill near Grand Rapids. Mr. Ford 
had some ribs broken, Mr. Aldrich getting hurt about 
the head and Mr. Bibbler got an arm broken. The car 
was wrecked.We are glad that the quarantine has 
been taken off of Salisbury’s house and hope to see 
them out soon.

Bean threshing is the order of the day now. The 

Looking Back, continued, page 14
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CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
(Assembly of God)

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery
Robert Holmes, Pastor

SUNDAYS:
Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m.

“The Source” Youth: 7:00 p.m.

2275 West Main Street  • 897-7168
 Barrier Free

Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org
Rev. Jon Pickens & Pastor Phil Severn

Sun. Worship Service.............................................9:30 A.M.
Sunday School, nursery  -  adult...........................11:00 A.M.
AWANA – K-5, during school year............Wed. 6:15 - 8 P.M.
Youth Ministry – grades 6-12...............Mon. 6:30 - 8:30 P.M.

(Youth Ministry moves to Wed. during summer)

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell

9:45 A.M. .....................Sunday School
10:30 A.M............................Fellowship
11:00 A.M.................................Worship

Nursery & Children 
Worship Programs Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service..............Sunday -10:30 A.M.
(Nursery available)

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Rod Galindo
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship................10:00 A. M.
Sunday School....................11:20 A.M.
Evening Worship...................6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

402 Amity St. • 897-9820
www.stmary-lowell.com

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 10:30 AM
Saturday confessions: 3-4:30 PM

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:00 AM - 8 PM
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS - CALL PETE WIGGINS  897-7915

SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 393, EWTN FOR 24 HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

621 E. Main Street
897-5936

www.lowellumc.com
Barrier-free entrance

SUNDAY WORSHIP...................8:30 & 10:30
Sunday School........................................9:30
YOUTH GROUPS (JR. & SR. HIGH).......6:00 p.m.

Pastor Brad Brillhart

happy 
birthday!

churchesarea

10200 W. Grand River Avenue
Clarksville, MI 48815

Services at 10:30 AM every Sunday

For the second time, 
Lowell native Roger 
MacNaughton has taken 

MacNaughton bests 
ArtPrize jazz category

home the winning prize for 
his entry in the ArtPrize 
Jazz Music category. 

MacNaughton first won an 
ArtPrize award in 2012 with 
the original composition 
“Grand Traverse Bay” 
from the CD “Michigan 
Morn.”  This year’s winning 
composition titled “5 Mile 
Mountain” features an 
instrumental trio consisting 
of Charlie Hoats on bass, 
Eddie Eicher on drums and 
the composer on piano.

With eight 
instrumental CDs to his 
credit, MacNaughton’s 
discography includes works 
for solo piano, piano and 
cello, and jazz ensembles 
including piano, guitar, 
saxophone, bass, drums, 
and at times violin. In 
addition to operating the 
project recording studio 
Acoustic Arts Music 
L.L.C., the musician 
teaches at Aquinas College 
and serves as director of 
music at Bostwick Lake 
Congregational Church in 
Rockford. MacNaughton 
also performs regularly 
for private, corporate and 
public events with various 
groups covering a range 
of material from smooth 
background music to classic 
rock.  A cash award of 
$2,000 accompanies the 
recognition. 

Roger MacNaughton

HEALTH
With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 

Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

health

e-cigarettes

Electronic cigarettes, 
also known as e-cigarettes, 
are designed as a substitute 
for cigarette smoking. Some 
believe they help smokers 
quit smoking. Operated 
by a battery, they work by 
turning nicotine into a vapor 
that is inhaled. Their use has 
been increasing in the US as 
new products have entered 
the market.

There are some 
potential benefits of 
e-cigarettes. Tobacco is what 
makes regular cigarettes so 
harmful to health and the 
e-cigarettes do not contain 
tobacco. Nicotine itself is 
not healthy, but it probably 
does not contribute nearly 
as much to smoking-
related diseases as tobacco 

does. Other types of “clean 
nicotine,” such as patches, 
gums, lozenges, and nasal 
sprays, have been used to 
help people stop smoking 
for nearly thirty years. 
Although e-cigarettes may 
contribute nicotine vapor 
to the air, the vapor is much 
less toxic than secondhand 
smoke.

There are, however, 
many concerns about 
e-cigarettes. Much of the 
concern comes from a lack 
of information about the 
product. There is also a 
lack of standardization and 
quality control among all 
the brands. It is difficult 
to draw conclusions when 
there are so many varieties 
of nicotine solution, 

additives and flavorings, and 
potentially toxic substances 
in the vapor. It is not known 
if there is a “safe” level 
of toxins in the vapor. 
Manufacturers advertise 
e-cigarettes as a way to stop 
smoking. Some evidence 
suggests that they may help 
people reduce their use of 
or quit smoking cigarettes. 
However, the evidence is 
not very solid, as there are 
no actual scientific studies 
regarding this.

People may start using 
e-cigarettes simply because 
they are less harmful than 
tobacco cigarettes. This may 
be especially true for young 
people, who are the targets 
for e-cigarette marketing. 
They might start with 
e-cigarettes and then add or 
switch to tobacco cigarettes 
or other tobacco products. 
E-cigarettes look like real 
cigarettes. Therefore, their 
use might increase the social 
acceptability of smoking in 
general, which is not what 
physicians would hope to 
see. 

OCTOBER 15
Jamie Roth, Jason Roth, 
Elizabeth Raab, Mark 
Russell, Jan Lippert, Annie 

Oesch, Kevin Clouser, 
Frank Grudzinskas, Doug 
Felling.

OCTOBER 16
Paula Blough.

OCTOBER 17
Collin Kaeb, Kurt Telman, 
Jason Nearing.

OCTOBER 18
Mary Ellen Rivers Barber, 
Brian Willmarth, Brian 
Scott Kunard, Hayden 
Andrews Snyder.

OCTOBER 19
Lydia Brenk, Nancy Brenk, 
Zachary Lee, Ty Stanford.

OCTOBER 20
Bob Hildenbrand, Michael 
V. Johnson.

OCTOBER 21
Andrew Mercer, Madison 
Hacker, Jessica Alberts.
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Family Dentistry of Lowell

WWW.FAMILYDENTISTRYOFLOWELL.COMJENNIFER BYRD, D.D.S.  |  ANN WILSON, D.D.S. 

At Family Dentistry of Lowell, traditional dental services 
meet modern dentistry...with a feminine touch.

Dr. Wilson and Dr. Byrd welcome you and your family 
into our calming and nurturing environment. 

Heated neck pillows and blankets will help you  
slowly relax. 

We also offer personal headphones with access to the 
music of your choice. 

Doesn’t your family deserve a better dental experience? 

AreN’T YOu For A 

BETTER DENTAL ExpERIENCE?
 READY

616-897-4835 

147 NORTh CENTER STREET, LOWELL 

signatures and “the people” 
voted him into the office 
he holds and that by their 
votes, he now works “for 
the people.”

He forgets that the 
people do not serve and 
report to him, he is supposed 
to serve, protect and report 
to the people.

The mayor has a 
fiduciary responsibility 
to do what is best for the 
people and our fine city and 
to not turn his back to the 
sweet-talking and long-term 
damaging actions of the 
two city manager(s) as they 
spend city capital unwisely 
and without accountability 
for their wasteful actions.

He forgets that over 
$100,000 has been wasted 
on fighting a union (that was 
not necessary before the 
current city manager came 
here), on attorney fees to a 
firm in Novi.

A mandated five-year 
contract for the wastewater 
treatment plant was wrongly 
turned into a $26,000 a 
month windfall 10-year 
contract. Think of this, over 
$300,000 a year to have two 
non-Lowell employees paid 
by an outside contractor to 
run our treatment plant. The 
new contract is up next year. 
Will the bidding process be 
done in accordance to the 
City Charter rules or will 
this be hidden by secret 
meetings and agendas?

$200,000 wasted 
on decommissioned 
generators at the LL&P 
plant; $300,000-$400,000 
diverted from the funds set 
up to maintain and repair 
our crumbling streets.

The expense of a trip 
for LL&P board members 
to Germany to look at 
a biodigester when we 
had one to look at here in 
Wyoming, Michigan.

Maybe our mayor is 
a leader of the type that 
Ed Koch was when the 
people of New York City 

To The Editor, continued
ousted him and Koch, in his 
arrogance said, “The people 
have spoken and now they 
must pay.”

It seems that our 
mayor and Koch forget 
that leadership starts at the 
“top.”

Real leaders lead from 
the front as they enter a 
campaign or battle and 
do not hide behind their 
subordinate officers as this 
mayor does so well with the 
city and LL&P manager(s), 
twisting policy and capital 
down their rabbit hole of 
money shuffling.

Real leaders do not 
discredit, dismiss and shut 
down citizens and fellow 
councilmembers in public 
city council meetings with 
an underhanded wave and 
words telling them “they are 
dismissed and done on that 
point.”

Real leaders take the 
time to listen and consider 
differing viewpoints while 
“not interrupting and 
shutting down” citizens and 
fellow councilmembers as 
they speak their individual 
concerns.

Real leaders take real 
consideration of thoughts 
and criticisms with an open 
mind and consider that just 
maybe a better solution is 
being offered in what the 
people are saying.

Real leaders do not take 
potshots at our local paper 
as this entity works to make 
sense of and reveal all of 
the angles, questions, truths, 
falsehoods and hidden 
agendas.

Real leaders step aside 
when they realize that they 
are in over their heads.

Leaders who are 
not real and in over their 
heads are replaced by their 
bosses (remember “We the 
people”).

Judging by our mayor’s 
behavior during his tenure, 
he is not a “real leader.”

Alan Teelander

Dear Editor,
Serving on the city 

council is an enjoyable and 
sometimes challenging way 
to serve the community. 
Making difficult decisions 
and dealing with sensitive 
issues are part of being 
on the council – along 
with lots of reading and 
lots of meetings. Elected 
officials must be willing 
and capable of performing 
these functions and more 
to fulfill their obligation to 

the citizens of Lowell. That 
being said, there is a learning 
curve to holding public 
office. The best sources of 
information are our city 
manager Mark Howe and 
our mayor Jim Hodges 
(senior councilmember), 
who are always available 
for a meeting or a phone call 
when needed.

It is an elected official’s 
(not the city manager’s or 
anyone else’s) responsibility 

officials must be informed

to seek reliable information 
when required. It is 
irresponsible to serve 
without being properly 
informed. When members 
of the public evaluate 
the council they should 
consider whether or not 
councilmembers are making 
informed decisions in the 
best interests of the entire 
community or are just being 
influenced by a few.

Support from the silent 
majority in our community 
is appreciated, but public 
support is also welcome. 
City council meetings are 
the first and third Mondays 
of the month at 7 pm in city 
hall.

Sincerely,
Sharon Ellison
mayor pro tem

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

Lowell Area Fire 
Department debuted their 
massive new fire engine at 
their annual open house on 
Wednesday, October 8.

Children swarmed the 
new fire engine and an Aero 
Med helicopter and enjoyed 
fire truck rides. They were 
also provided free smoke 
detectors and Rockford 
Ambulance put on some 
demonstrations.

“This is a 2014 
Rosenbauer Pumper/
Rescue,” said fire captain 
Shannon Witherell. “Instead 
of replacing one truck 
we actually replaced two 
trucks.”

They retired a 1988 
truck and are going to retire 
a 1996 truck once the new 
one gets up and running.

“This truck has jaws-
of-life tools, rescue tools, 
EMS equipment, medical 
equipment and fire fighting 
equipment on it,” Witherell 
said. “So any call that we 
get, this truck is built to be 
able to handle it. It’s two 
trucks in one.”

The new truck will 
improve the department’s 
capabilities when 
responding to emergencies.

“This truck is capable 
of going on medical 

Fire department debuts new 
fire engine at annual open house

emergencies,” Witherell 
said. “Anything we get, 
we can handle it in this 
truck. It’s also capable of 
medically treating people 
on scenes of car accidents. 
We’ve utilized pretty much 
every available space that 
we could to get as many tools 
and as much equipment on 
it as we could. Our rescue 
tools are mounted in the 
front bumper along with 
a section of fire hose, so if 
we pull up on the scene of 
a car accident, somebody’s 
pinned inside and we have a 
car fire, we have all the tools 
we need to be able to fight 
the fire, cut them out of the 
car and be able to work on it 
from there.”

The new truck is 
gigantic and it had a hefty 
price tag.

“It is the tallest truck we 
have in our fleet at ten feet, 
six inches tall,” Witherell 
said. “It’s a foot taller than 
any of our other trucks 
because of the light tower 
on the top and the light 
tower extends above the 
truck [another] ten feet. It 
has a 28-inch front bumper. 
It cost roughly $560,000. 
Somewhere thereabouts. 
It was funded by a big 
donation from the Lowell 
Area Community Fund; we 
got a grant from them and 
then by each municipality: 
Lowell Township, 

Vergennes Township and 
the city of Lowell.”

A big, expensive truck 
like this is an investment 
that will last a very long 
time.

“The recommended life 
for a fire truck is anywhere 
between 15 to 20 years,” 
Witherell said.

Residents will see the 
truck in use in about a week.

“We haven’t had it 
in service yet; we’re still 
putting some equipment on 
it,” Witherell said. “We’re 
planning on it being in 
service on October 20. We 
have done some training on 
it.” 

Lowell's new fire truck.
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SPORTS
Red Arrow

Go Red Arrows!

Catch Up On Lowell High School Sports      

  - VOLLEYBALL

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Lowell’s varsity 
volleyball squad fought 
hard against conference 
competitor East Grand 
Rapids last week in home 
action.

The Lady Arrows 
started off strong against 
the Pioneers putting up an 
impressive nine-point win, 
26-16, in the first game of 
the match up.

In game two EGR 
rallied back to dominate and 
earned the win by a margin 
of 14 points. 

Red Arrows drop one to EGR in conference play

Rachel Fox serves during the team’s first 
game against conference rival East Grand 
Rapids.

The girls will hit the road twice this week 
to battle Grand Rapids Christian in the 
OK White on Thursday and to take part 

in the Sparta Invite on Saturday.

Tied 1-1 heading 
into game three, Lowell 
pushed hard and narrowed 
the scoring gap but failed 
to come up with the win 
earning only 19 points to 
EGR’s 25.

Entering game four two 
games out from a victory, 
Lowell was in a must win 
situation, needing to tie up 
for the opportunity at a game 
five. Despite the fiercely 
close final showdown, the 
Pioneers put up a third 
consecutive win to seal up 
the win 3-1.

Tara McQueen, Grace Quiggle and Rachel Fox prepare for action in the first game of last 
week’s home match.

 
 - CROSS COUNTRY

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Both boys and girls 
varsity cross country teams 
braved chilly temperatures 
and frost to participate in 
the Kent-Ottawa Invite at 
Calvin College’s Gainey 
Fields this past Saturday 
morning.

Grand Rapids Christian 
boys dominated the field 
putting five runners in the 
top ten to best second-place 
finisher East Grand Rapids 
by nearly 50 points. Lowell 
boys placed in the middle of 
the pack coming in at ninth 
among the 16 competing 
teams. 

Coach Clay VanderWarf 
said, “The boys ran a 
terrific race. Most of them 
ran personal bests. I was 
particularly pleased with 
Zach Diamond who broke 

Cross country runners earn 
personal bests at Kent-Ottawa Invite

into the 16.00s for the first 
time.” 

Diamond led the team 
finishing with a time of 
16:55, a personal best and 
just shy of the school’s 
record. He placed 19th 
overall in a field of 141 
runners. 

Nick MacDonald and 
Eric Judd also contributed 
great runs coming in with 
times in the 17-minute mark 
according to VanderWarf, 
who feels this strong finish 
will lead to good things in 
the postseason. “I think this 
race will give the team the 
confidence they need as they 
prepare for the conference 
finals.”

The lady Arrows 
finished just two places 
behind their male 
counterparts landing in the 

11th position in the female 
competition, which was 
also won by Grand Rapids 
Christian. Fourteen of the 
eighteen Lowell runners 
ran their best times of the 
season with five achieving 
personal bests. 

Desiree Striplin led the 
pack once again with a time 
of 21:33 which placed her in 
56th place overall. Breanna 
VanLaan followed clocking 
a 22:03 with freshman 
Katrina Droski just three 
seconds behind. Emily 
Judd (22:21) and Megan 
Khodl (22:42) rounded out 
Lowell’s top finishers.

Head coach Paul 
Judd said he is pleased 
with the team’s finish in 
this extremely difficult 
competition.

“Kent-Ottawa is one of 
the larger invitationals that 
Lowell participates in and 
running it at the end of the 
season matches us against 
the strongest teams in the 
country as they are entering 
postseason form.”

The ladies’ squad will 
welcome back junior Haley 
Engels for the postseason 
after she was sidelined due 
to an injury for most of the 
season.

Both cross country teams will participate 
in the final OK White conference meet 

of the season this week at Riverside Park 
in Grand Rapids beginning at 4:45. 
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 - GOLF SPORTS
Red Arrow

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC.

© 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc.

Daniel J. Musick 
Ph.D., MBA, RFC®, LUTCF
Financial Advisor

4595 Broadmoor Ave SE, Ste 293
Kentwood, MI 49512-5449
616.828.4782
daniel.musick@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/ 
daniel.musick

Take the guesswork 
out of your 
retirement plan 
Call me today at 
616.828.4782

MAKE A SAFE DRIVING COMMITMENT DAILY
October 15th - October 24, 2014

and Lowell Area Schools could win $100,000 
and a concert by The Band Perry!

Here’s How to Commit:
Go to: www.celebratemydrive.com. 

Indicate you are supporting
  Lowell Senior High School, MI 

Commit to drive safely. 
COMMIT EVERY DAY!

If Lowell Schools wins, Lowell students have determined to split the 
money as follows: 30% to technology; 30% to Arts; 30% to Athletics 
and 10% for the safe driving effort.

Must be 14 or older. You can commit one 
time a day, every day October 15th  - 24th

by Kathryn Atwood 
contributing reporter

Varsity soccer competed 
against two conference 
rivals last week traveling to 
Forest Hills Central (FHC) 
and hosting their final home 
game of the year versus 
Caledonia.

First-half action was 
scoreless against FHC on 
Monday as both defenses 
worked hard to block scoring 
opportunities. FHC went on 
to score two goals in the 
second half, shutting out 
the Arrows and propelling 
themselves to first-place in 
the OK white conference 
with a 7-1 record, one game 
ahead of Grand Rapids 
Christian.

Tuesday at Red Arrow 
stadium the team kicked 
off the night by honoring 
their three outgoing senior 
players: Brandon Cole, 
Isaac Henderson and Collin 
Pawlowski. The three players 
were introduced on the field 
alongside their parents as 
part of senior night. 

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Lowell’s lady golfers 
competed in the Division 
2 regional finals last week 
poised to be the first girls 
varsity golf team to advance 
to state level competition 
but fell short by a mere eight 
strokes.

“Heart-breaking is 
the phrase I would use to 
describe the regionals,” said 
head coach Kim Stevens, 
“Our goal all year long was 
to make it to state, so we are 
obviously disappointed.”

Muskegon Mona 
Shores claimed the top 
spot in the competition 

Girls compete in regional finals, two move on to state finals 

The pair will compete in the Division 2 state finals at Forest Akers 
West on the campus of Michigan State University October 17-18.

Danielle Krajewski and Anna Organek will both compete in the state 
finals after claiming two of the top three spots at regionals. 

carding a combined 361. 
They out stroked second-
place finisher and OK White 
conference rival, Forest 
Hills Central by 25. 

Lowell finished in 
fourth with a 399 just eight 
strokes behind Greenville 
who claimed the third and 
final spot in the state finals, 
their seventh time in as 
many years.

Despite falling short of 
their bid for state, the team 
did manage to make school 
history at the competition. 
For the first time two players 
qualified to advance to the 
state finals.

Anna Organek and 
Danielle Krajewski both 
landed in the top three for 
individual qualifiers carding 
94 and 95 respectively.

“I am so happy for 
Dani to return to state. She 
has been a four-year starter 
for me. Anna came out of 
nowhere to earn her place. 
What a great day for her. It 
just goes to show that you 
don’t have to hit it far to be 
successful. She controls her 
shots and takes advantage 
of her strong chipping and 
putting.”

 - SOCCER

Soccer team heads to districts

The squad will visit East Lansing this week to participate 
in the first round of the Division 2 district competition.

In game action, the 
Arrows went scoreless the 
first half while the Fighting 
Scots from Caledonia 
managed a single goal 
putting them up at the half. 
Caledonia continued to 
dominate in the second half 
scoring three goals to blow 
past Lowell with a score of 
4-1. Collin Bowers put up 
the only goal for the Arrows 
while goalkeeper Trevor 
Sherman had 11 saves. 

Trevor Roest drives the ball down the field.

Brendan Paulus bumps a header.
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by Justin Tiemeyer
contributing reporter 

“Annabelle” is a horror 
film featuring a doll named 
Annabelle that serves as an 
earthly conduit for a terrible 
demon. The character and 
concept of Annabelle were 

Annabelle 
is premiere 
horror movie of 
Halloween season

originally introduced in the 
2013 instant classic “The 
Conjuring,” tying this film 
into the most significant 
horror film movements 
in years with James Wan 
and Jason Blum’s series 

of Insidious, Insidious: 
Chapter 2 and Oculus. 
This cinematic mega 
franchise crept quietly onto 
the scene only to become 
the benchmark that all 
subsequent horror films are 
measured against.

At the beginning of 
the film, Annabelle the doll 
enters the lives of young 
married couple Mia and 
John Gordon as they are 
expecting their first child. 
Immediately, a series of 
strange horrors begin to 
take place, each of which 
seems to either put Mia’s 
pregnancy at risk or threaten 
the life of their child. To 
the Gordon family’s horror, 
the demon and the doll 
have decided to meddle in 
their lives, a fact that bodes 
poorly for the future of this 
young family.

Annabelle embodies 
most of the basic tenets that 
have made other films in the 
Wan/Blum horror sandbox 
successful. First and 
foremost, the film focuses 
on story, the story of the 
Gordon family but perhaps 
more importantly the story 

of Annabelle and her demon 
companion. Second, there is 
an important focus on world 
building. While most of the 
groundwork in this sense 
was laid in The Conjuring, 
Annabelle spends some 
time focusing on the fear 
of the occult in the 1960s. 
Mia watches news footage 
describing the activities of 
murder cult “The Family” 
(better known as The 
Manson Family). At first 
this seems like a gimmicky 
introduction to the fact that 
this film is a period piece, 
but as the film develops and 
the idea of cults becomes 
more important to the 
central plot it serves as more 
of a Zeitgeist indicator.

For the most part, 
Annabelle measures up to 
its predecessors, which is 
impressive considering it 
is the first film of the series 
that wasn’t either directed 
by James Wan or produced 
by Jason Blum. The music 
composed by Joseph Bishara 
(of both Insidious and The 
Conjuring) is impressive, 
hearkening back to the 
work of horror great Dario 

Argento. Bishara jumps 
from utter silence to a loud, 
frightening din often and 
with great effect. Director 
John Leonetti is a perfect 
James Wan substitute, 
presenting horror that does 
not disappear at close range, 
horror that challenges your 
personal space.

Annabelle is not some 
derivative “Child’s Play” 
clone featuring a doll that 
scurries around the house 
with knife in hand saying 
unwholesome catch lines 
as it comically murders its 
family. Though it had the 
benefit of a push off from 
The Conjuring, it is a strong 
film in its own right. It was 
not without its negatives, 
however. While the demon 
haunting Annabelle looks 
terrifying from afar, it looks 
silly up close. Of course, the 
wildly successful Insidious 
had the same problem with 
a demon that looked a great 
deal like Darth Maul of 
the Star Wars franchise. 
This movie is great and 
it is positioned to be the 
best horror movie of the 
Halloween season.

As for the future of 
Annabelle, it appears to be 
wide open. Enough of the 
doll/demon’s origin is left 
open that a sequel would not 
be ridiculous. Furthermore, 
Annabelle joins a cinematic 
universe with The 
Conjuring and possibly 
also Insidious, Oculus and 
some of Wan’s early works. 
This further expands sequel 
possibilities because people 
love cinematic universes 
like the Marvel cinematic 
universe (Iron Man, Thor, 
Captain America) and the 
Alien/Predator/Bladerunner 
universe.

Finally, expecting 
parents and those with a 
newborn baby in the house 
might think twice about 
seeing this film. Some of the 
events may simply be too 
disturbing for those caring 
for a new life to witness. It 
provides depth and terror 
for the average filmgoer, 
which strengthens the film, 
but it might strike a little 
too close to home for new 
parents.

 

Dear EarthTalk: What’s the latest on 
efforts to ban plastic bags? How many U.S. locales 
have instituted some kind of ban, and have these 
initiatives made a dent in the amount of plastic 
litter? -- Melinda Clarke, New York, NY

California made big news recently when it 
announced the first statewide ban on plastic shopping 
bags set to kick in during the middle of 2015. Beginning 
in July, large grocery stores, pharmacies and other 
food retailers in the Golden State will no longer be 
able to send shoppers home with plastic bags, while 
convenience markets, liquor stores and other small food 
retailers will join the ranks a year later.

Back in 2007, San Francisco became the first U.S. 
municipality to ban plastic shopping bags. In intervening 
years upwards of 132 other cities and counties in 18 
states and the District of Columbia instituted similar 
measures. Of course, Americans are late to the party 
when it comes to banning plastic bags: The European 
Union, China, India and dozens of other nations already 
have plastic bag bans or taxes in place.

But the trend here toward banning plastic shopping 
bags comes in the wake of new findings regarding the 
extent and harm of plastic in our environment. Since 
plastic isn’t biodegradable, it ends up either in landfills 
or as litter on the landscape and in waterways and the 
ocean. Plastic can take hundreds of years to decompose 
and releases toxins into the soil and water in the process.

Littered plastic is also a huge problem for the 
health of wildlife, as many animals ingest it thinking it 
is food and can have problems thereafter breathing and 
digesting. The non-profit Worldwatch Institute reports 
that at least 267 species of marine wildlife are known 
to have suffered from entanglement or ingestion of 

marine debris, most of which is composed of plastic; 
tens of thousands of whales, birds, seals and turtles die 
every year from contact with ocean-borne plastic bags. 
A recent European Commission study on the impact of 
litter on North Sea wildlife found that some 90 percent 
of the birds examined had plastic in their stomachs.

Another reason for banning plastic bags is their 
fossil fuel burden. Plastic is not only made from 
petroleum—producing it typically requires a lot of 
fossil-fuel-derived energy. The fact that Americans 
throw away some 100 billion plastic grocery bags each 
year means we are drilling for and importing millions 
of barrels worth of oil and natural gas for a convenient 
way to carry home a few groceries.

It’s hard to measure the impact of pre-existing plastic 
bag bans, but some initial findings look promising. A 
plastic bag tax levied in Ireland in 2002 has reportedly 
led to a 95 percent reduction in plastic bag litter there. 

And a study by San Jose, California found that a 2011 
ban instituted there has led to plastic litter reduction of 
“approximately 89 percent in the storm drain system, 
60 percent in the creeks and rivers, and 59 percent in 
City streets and neighborhoods.”

Environmental groups continue to push for more 
plastic bag bans. “As U.S. natural gas production has 
surged and prices have fallen, the plastics industry 
is looking to ramp up domestic production,” reports 
the Earth Policy Institute. “Yet using this fossil fuel 
endowment to make something so short-lived, which 
can blow away at the slightest breeze and pollutes 
indefinitely, is illogical—particularly when there is a 
ready alternative: the reusable bag.”

CONTACTS: Worldwatch Institute, www.worldwatch.org; Earth 
Policy Institute, www.earth-policy.org.

EarthTalk® is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss 
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.
emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@emagazine.com.

 Beginning in July 2015, large grocery stores, pharmacies and other food retailers in California will 
no longer be able to send shoppers home with plastic bags; convenience markets, liquor stores and 
other small food retailers will join the ranks a year later. Pictured: a collection of not-yet-reused plastic 
grocery bags.
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 - FOOTBALL

LAS
Elementary 

Lunch Menus
week of 10/20/14

MONDAY: Yogurt w/
Goldfish graham & cheese 
stick, strawberries; Fruit 
& Veggie Bar: spinach 
& romaine side salad, 
celery sticks, applesauce, 
pineapple.

TUESDAY: Beef & cheese 
nacho, refried beans; Fruit 
& Veggie Bar: spinach & 
romaine side salad, salsa, 
banana, mixed fruit.

WEDNESDAY: Pancake 
& scrambled eggs, 
hashbrowns; Fruit & 
Veggie Bar: spinach & 
romaine side salad, fresh 
baby carrots, grapes, 
applesauce.

THURSDAY: Grilled 
cheese sandwich, tomato 
soup; Fruit & Veggie Bar: 
spinach & romaine side 
salad, broccoli florets, 
mandarin oranges, fruit 
goop.

FRIDAY: Homemade 
cheese pizza on WG crust, 
side salad; Fruit & Veggie 
Bar: spinach & romaine 
side salad, fresh baby 
carrots, pineapple, juice.6095 28th Street, Grand Rapids

616-940-8181

Your local agent insures your

Mark Johnson
mjohnso@fbinsmi.com

Kristin Johnson
kjohnson@fbinsmi.com

MarkJohnsonAgency.com

616-940-1151

SPORTS
Red Arrow

CALL 897-9261

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Lowell rallied past the 
Jenison Wildcats last Friday 
after a slow offensive start 
to maintain their undefeated 
season record and their 
place at the top of the OK 
White conference.

Quarterback Ryan 
Stevens connected with 
receiver Gabe Steed for the 
first score of the game with 
just under six minutes of 

Red Arrows undefeated after victory over Wildcats
play left in the first quarter. 
The 65-yard touchdown 
pass put the Arrows up 7-0 
with a successful extra point 
by kicker Daniel Bieri. 
Stevens completed 10 of 18 
in the game for a total of 162 
yards.

The Wildcats were 
unable to answer to the 
Lowell score until the 
second quarter when a long 

pass put them in the end 
zone tying the game up 7-7 
at the half.

In the third, Lowell’s 
Sawyer Olesko picked up 
a 23-yard punt return in 
Jenison territory that the 
Arrows quickly converted 
into a 5-yard touchdown 
run by junior Max Dean. A 
failed 2-point conversion 
run by Anthony Alderink 

left the score 13-7 to 
Arrow’s advantage.

Lowell’s defensive 
line continued to dominate 
Jenison for the duration of 
the third and the offense 
managed an additional score 
from Dean on a 21-yard 
touchdown run. Dean ran 
for a total of 102 yards in the 
game on 20 carries.

Ahead 19-7 the entire 
fourth quarter, the Arrows 
maintained their lead and 
finished out the game 
victorious pushing their 
season record to 7-0 overall 

and 3-0 in the OK White. 
They are currently holding 
sole possession of first place 
in the conference, one game 
ahead of both Caledonia and 
Grand Rapids Christian.

The Arrows will fight to hold onto that position 
this Friday when they face Caledonia on the 

road with first place on the line. 

Christopher C. Godbold

financial
focus $

If you work for a 
medium-to-large company, 
you may now be entering the 
“open enrollment” period 
— that time of year when 
you get to make changes 
to your employee benefits. 
Your benefit package can 
be a big piece of your 
overall financial picture, 
so you’ll want to make the 
right moves — especially 
in regard to your employer-
sponsored retirement plan.

Take a close look at 
your 401(k) or similar plan, 
such as a 403(b), if you work 
for a school or a nonprofit 
group, or a 457(b), if you 
work for a state or local 
government. And keep these 
possible moves in mind:

• Boost your 
contributions. If your salary 
has gone up over the past 
year, or if you just think you 
have a reasonable “cushion” 
in your disposable income, 
boost your contributions to 
your employer-sponsored 
retirement plan. Even if you 
can’t afford to contribute 
the maximum amount — 
which, in 2014, is $17,500, 
or $23,000 if you’re 50 or 
older — to your 401(k) or 
similar plan, try to put in 

Open enrollment: A great time 
to review your retirement plan

as much as you can afford. 
Remember the key benefits 
of these plans: Your money 
can grow tax deferred and 
your contributions can lower 
your annual taxable income. 
(Keep in mind, though, that 
you will eventually be taxed 
on your withdrawals, and 
any withdrawals you take 
before you reach 59½ may 
be subject to a 10 percent 
IRS penalty.)

• Don’t miss 
the match. Try to take 
full advantage of your 
employer’s matching 
contribution, if one is 
offered. Your employer 
may match 50 percent of 
employee contributions, 
up to the first six percent 
of your salary. So if you’re 
only deferring three percent 
of your income, you are 
missing half the match — 
or leaving money “on the 
table,” so to speak.  

• Rebalance, if 
necessary. You may be able 
to change the investment 
mix of your employer-
sponsored retirement plan 
throughout the year, but you 
might find that the best time 
to review your holdings and 

rebalance your portfolio 
is during open enrollment, 
when you’re reviewing all 
your benefit options. Try to 
determine if your investment 
allocation is still appropriate 
for your needs or if you 
own some investments 
that are chronically 
underperforming. And 
always keep in mind the 
need to diversify. Try to 
spread your money around 
a variety of investments 

within your plan, with the 
exact percentages of each 
investment depending on 
your goals, risk tolerance and 
time horizon. As you near 
retirement, you may need 
to lower your overall risk 
level, but even at this stage 
of your career, you’ll benefit 
from a diversified portfolio. 
While diversification 
can’t guarantee a profit or 
protect against loss, it can 
help reduce the impact of 

volatility on your holdings.
• Review your 

beneficiary designations. 
Your retirement plan’s 
beneficiary designations are 
important and, in fact, can 
even supersede the wishes 
you express in your will. So 
if you experience changes 
in your life — marriage, 
remarriage, a birth or an 
adoption, etc. — you’ll need 
to update the beneficiary 
designations on your 401(k) 

or similar plan. It won’t take 
much time today — and 
it can help prevent a lot of 
trouble tomorrow. 

You work hard for the 
money that goes into your 
retirement plan —so make 
sure your plan is working 
hard for you.  

NEED 
TO SEND A ?

   We CAN HELP!
Sending or Receiving

Only $1 for the first sheet
(each additional 50¢)

105 N. Broadway 
Lowell

616.897.9261
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obituaries

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF MICHIGAN

PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

PUBLICATION OF 
NOTICE OF HEARING

FILE NO. 14-196296-
CA, 14-196294-GA

In the matter of 
JUDITH PAGEL.

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS including: 
Vern Pagel whose 
address(es) is/
are unknown and 
whose interest in the 
matter may be barred 
or affected by the 
following:

TAKE NOTICE: A 
hearing will be held on 
11/04/2014 at 9:00 am at 
180 Ottawa Avenue NW, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
before Judge David M. 
Murkowski (P35026) for 
the following purpose:
on the petition of 
Fonda Jones for 
the appointment 
of a guardian and 
conservator for Judith 
Pagel.

10/10/2014

John D. Flynn (P27413)
1275 Hawthorne Hills SE
Ada, MI 49301
616-897-6632

Fonda Jones
121 Franklin SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49507
616-430-9587

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

PUBLICATION OF 
NOTICE OF HEARING

FILE NO. 11-190839-GA

In the matter of 
ALBERT BURNETT.

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS including: 
Steve Burnett whose 
address(es) is/
are unknown and 
whose interest in the 
matter may be barred 
or affected by the 
following:

TAKE NOTICE: A 
hearing will be held on 
11/05/2014 at 1:30 pm at 
180 Ottawa Avenue NW, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
before Judge David M. 
Murkowski (P35026) for 
the following purpose:
on the petition of 
Michele Boley for 
the appointment of a 
successor guardian for 
Albert Burnett.

10/13/2014

John D. Flynn (P27413)
1275 Hawthorne Hills SE
Ada, MI 49301
616-897-6632

Michele Boley
121 Franklin SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49507
616-826-1975

GRIFFETH
Ruth Jean Griffeth, age 90 of Lowell, passed away 
Sunday, October 12, 2014. She was preceded in death 
by her husbands, Edmund Sinz and Fred Griffeth. She 
is survived by her 
daughters Peggy 
Thompson and 
Patricia MacGraw; 
grandchildren Lori 
(Mike) Kibler, Allen 
Thompson, Linda 
(Farley) McCaul, 
LuAnn (David) 
LaFontsee, Amy 
(Mike) Richardson 
and Joshua 
MacGraw; great-
g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
Salena and 
Alex Thompson, 
Dustin and Darren 
McCaul, Jenna 
LaFontsee, Aiden and Callan Richardson. Private 
funeral services were held by the family. 

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

RUNYON
Wilma Jean Burton Runyon passed away September 
20, 2014, in Williamstown, KY, at the age of 70. The 
daughter of Lloyd and Edith Smith Burton, she was 
born in 1944 in Harlan 
County, KY. After she 
graduated from high 
school, she moved 
to Lowell where she 
met and was married 
to John Wolfe for 
20 years. They 
had three children 
together along with 
six grandchildren 
and four great-
grandchildren. In 
1989 she returned 
to Kentucky and 
in 1992 she was 
united in marriage to 
Roger Runyon who 
remained her devoted husband for 22 years. With 
this marriage, the family grew with the addition of 
two stepdaughters and three stepgrandchildren. She 
was a hard worker, giving everything to her jobs with 
Superior Furniture and Newell Manufacturing in Lowell, 
along with Levi Strauss in Florence, KY and doing all 
of this while taking care of her family’s needs. Wilma is 
survived by her husband, Roger Runyon of Dry Ridge, 
KY; son, Shannon (Kathi) Wolfe of Kentwood; daughter, 
Shelly (Gordon) Phillips of Alto; son-in-law, Todd Ruge 
of Saranac; stepdaughters, Monica Runyon and Alison 
Hetherington of Bloomington, IL. A sister, Annette 
(John) Brown of Tampa, FL; brothers, George (Darolyn) 
Burton of Jenison; Glen (Imogene) Burton of Berea, 
KY and Ken Burton of Detroit. Grandchildren, Aubree 
(Josh) VanderWoude, Corey Phillips, Tyler Ruge, Olivia 
Ruge, Jessica Miller, Jensen Miller, Meghan Briscoe, 
Ian Briscoe and Jack Hetherington; along with four 
great-grandchildren, Xavier, Sylas, Carter and Grace. 
Wilma was preceded in death by her daughter, Stacey 
Wolfe Ruge; parents, Lloyd and Edith Smith Burton; 
stepmother, Lucy Burton; brothers, Willard Burton, 
Randall Burton and Russell Burton; and niece, Shawne 
Burton. A memorial gathering will take place Sunday, 
October 19, 2014, between 11 am – 2 pm at Fallasburg 
Park in the enclosed shelter. Memorial contributions 
can be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 
501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105, by phone at 
800.805.5856 or online at stjude.org/donate. 

•••
Humor is also a way of 

saying something serious.
~ T. S. El iot   (1888 -  1965)

Honoring Veterans 
with free haircuts

This Veterans Day, 
Tuesday, Nov. 11, for the 
second consecutive year, 
Great Clips in Lowell 
is showing appreciation 
to those who serve by 
offering free haircuts for 
veterans.  It’s all part of 
the “Thank a Veteran” 
promotion from Great 
Clips. In 2013, Great 
Clips salons provided 
130,525 free haircuts 
to veterans through the 
promotion. You can 
show your appreciation 
to veterans by awarding 
active or retired U.S. 
military members a free 
haircut. 

On Veterans Day 
customers who come in 
for a haircut at any U.S. 
Great Clips salon will 
receive a free haircut 
card to give to an active/
inactive/retired military 
member of any branch, 
including the National 
Guard. Military members 
can also come in on 
Veterans Day for a free 
haircut or to pick up a free 
haircut card to use, with 
proof of service, any day 
before Dec. 31, 2014. 

“Most of us know 
at least one veteran we 
would like to thank on 
that day,” says Great 
Clips CEO, Rhoda 
Olsen, who is married to 
a Vietnam veteran.  “We 
invite everyone to come 
into a U.S. Great Clips 
salon on Veterans Day 
(Nov. 11) to purchase a 
service and pick up a free 
haircut card. Give the 
card to a veteran in your 
family, a neighbor or just 
someone you notice is a 
veteran to thank them for 
serving our country. It’s 
a simple, yet meaningful 
way for more people to 
show appreciation to 
veterans with the help of 
Great Clips.”

“We are happy 
to honor the men and 
women in the Lowell 
area who served in the 

military with the ‘Thank 
a Veteran’ promotion,” 
said Jerry Holmes, the 
Lowell Great Clips salon 
owner.  “We look forward 
to serving them with a 
small token of gratitude 
for their service to our 
country.” 

How It Works:
•	 Customers	 come	

into any U.S. Great Clips 
salon on Nov. 11 and, with 
the purchase of a service, 
receive a free haircut card 
to give to a veteran.

•	 Limit	 one	 card	
per customer (while 
supplies last).

•	 The	 free	 haircut	
cards are redeemable by 
veterans at any U.S. Great 
Clips from Nov. 11–Dec. 
31, 2014 with proof of 
service. The promotion 
applies to veterans only. 

•	 Veterans	 who	
visit Great Clips in the 
U.S. on Nov. 11 receive 
either a free haircut that 
day or a free haircut card 
to redeem by Dec. 31. 
After Nov. 11, veterans 
must have a free haircut 
card to get the free haircut. 

“Many of our 
franchise owners, 
corporate staff and 
Great Clips stylists have 
served in the military, 
or have family members 
or customers who have 
served, so we are all 
excited to be a part of this 
nationwide ‘thank you’ 
to our men and women 
in uniform,” says Terri 
Miller, Great Clips vice 
president of marketing 
and communications. 
“To make sure as many 
veterans as possible have 
the opportunity to get their 
free haircut, we extended 
this promotion through 
the end of the year. We 
want to give these great 
people more time to visit 
a Great Clips and redeem 
this thank-you card for a 
free haircut in honor of 
their service.” 

A M M O  •  G U N S
R E L O A D I N G  S U P P L I E S
D I S C O U N T E D  P R I C E S

LOWELL GUN 
& TACKLE CO.

100 West Main

OPENING 
OCTOBER 24TH
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classifiedsoffice hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

for sale
KENMORE REFRIGERA-
TOR & STOVE SET - 
(2006), cost $900, sell 
$199 for pair. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

A CLASSIC OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE - gives 
you an independent & self 
sufficient lifestyle but only 
if you buy before EPA rule 
on or about April 2015. Call 
today to learn more & for 
special pricing, SOS your 
“Stocking Dealer” Dutton, 
MI 616-554-8669 or 616-
915-5061.
200 APPLIANCES - Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69.  Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main St., Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. See 
us on Facebook. Delivery 
available.TFN  
2006 27 FT TRAILMANOR 
TRAILER FOR SALE - 
Queen bed, fits in garage, 
only used 2-3 times/year. 
$14,500. Call 616-799-
0299.
BED & MATTRESS SET 
- queen, Sealy, $95 in-
cludes frame. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook. 
Delivery available.TFN 

KUBOTA B7500 - 4 WD, 
back blade, rear mower 
deck, 237 hours. Asking 
$8,500. Call 616-293-
1312.
TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.TFN 

FREE AD! - Place & pay  for 
a classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger 
for 3 weeks & receive the 
4th week FREE! You must 
mention the special in order 
to receive this offer. Valid 
only with new classified 
ads, and must be paid for 
when ad is placed.  Call 
897-9555.
A BED - A brand new 
queen pillowtop mattress 
set in plastic, w/warranty, 
sacrifice, $135. Call 989-
584-6818.TFN 

RECYCLING MATERIAL 
SCRAPS WANTED - to be 
used for housing insulation. 
Scraps may be dropped 
off at L4 Alterations, 216 
E. Main St, Lowell. Please 
call Judy at 897-0052 with 
questions.

wanted
I WANT TO BUY -  Re-
frigerator, stove, washer, 
dryer & furniture in good 
shape. Have cash. 989-
584-6818.TFN   

Coming Events

UPS SHIPPING
FEDEX PICKUP

COPY  SERVICE,
(black & white & color!) 

 FAX SERVICE, 
LAMINATING

  & MUCH MORE
  AVAILABLE AT THE 
LOWELL  LEDGER

BUYERS GUIDE 
105 N. Broadway

HOURS
M-Th. 8-5 p.m. 

Fri. 8-noon
Closed Sat. & Sun.

 Ph. 897-9261
Fax 897-4809

email:
ledger@lowellbuyers 

guide.com

NOW HIRING - and train-
ing for career positions with 
West Michigan’s leading 
real estate company. Call 
Rick Seese, Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. for a confiden-
tial interview. 616-437-2576 
or 616-974-4250.TFN

CARRIERS NEEDED - to 
deliver the Buyers Guide 
every Saturday. Please ap-
ply in person, 105 N. Broad-
way, Lowell. No phone calls 
please. 
HORSE CARE - Lowell. 
Looking for an individual 
to feed & hay 2 horses 
daily in exchange for riding 
privileges. If interested call 
616-450-7887.
FULL-TIME COMMERCIAL 
CLEANING POSITION - 
Full time misc. operations 
position in Grand Rapids 
area. Some heavy work, 
flexible hours, good pay & 
benefits. Must be depend-
able. Reliable transporta-
tion & valid drivers license 
required. Must also be able 
to pass background check. 
Applications are accepted 
Mon. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m. Metropolitan Building 
Maintenance, 868 Barnum 
SW, Grand Rapids, MI 
49509.
WANTED INDEPENDENT 
DISTRIBUTORS - Press 
carriers, Lowell area. Re-
liable transportation re-
quired. Contact Paul at 
616-541-0564 or Brian at 
616-541-0563.

COMPOSITECH a 
ISG company - Taking 
Applications forFi-
berglass fabrication, 
General shop work, 
Manual machine op-
erator, CAD operator 
& Field services. 
Apply between 9 am 
& 3 pm, 683 Lincoln 
Lake Ave. SE, Low-
ell, MI 49331. Lincoln 
Lake Business Park, 
across from the air-
port.

MANUFACTURING POSI-
TIONS - Litehouse Foods, 
Inc. is rapidly growing! 
We have opportunities on 
all shifts & are looking for 
talented individuals to join 
our maintenance, machine 
tech 1, warehouse, formu-
lation, inventory control & 
sanitation departments. 
Please visit our website at 
www.litehouse foods.com/
careers for more informa-
tion & to apply. Litehouse, 
Inc. is an employee owned 
company. EOE/AA
INSTALLER/SERVICE 
TECHNICIAN - Arctic Inc. 
Heating & Cooling is cur-
rently taking applications 
for an installer/service tech-
nician. Some experience 
helpful but will train. Send 
resume to info@heatingco
olingonline.com or PO Box 
181, Lowell 49331.TFN  
DRIVERS - Dedicated 
home daily. Dedicated 
round trip runs. CDL-A, 
6 mos. OTR, good back-
ground. www.mtstrans.com 
MTS: 800-305-7223.

help wanted servicesfor rent

PLEASE NOTE  - Coming 
Events are for non-profit orga-
nizations. If you are charging 
admission for an event - it is 
considered an advertisement. 
Coming events are ran on a 
space available basis & ARE 
NOT GUARANTEED TO RUN. 
If you would like to make sure 
your event is placed in the paper, 
please call our office & place it 
as a classified ad. We will not 
run ANY Garage or Rummage 
Sales as a coming event. All 
Coming Events or changes to 
coming events should be sub-
mitted by fax: 897-4809, email: 
classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com, by mail: PO Box 128, Low-
ell, MI 49331 or in person: 105 
N. Broadway, Lowell.

LOWELL WOMEN’S CLUB 
- Meets the second Wed. of 
each month, Sept. - May, 11:45 
a.m., Schneider Manor. For 
more information call Jan at 
897-2533.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY 
- Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. A 
Christ centered program to help 
overcome life’s hurts, habits, 
hangups. Impact Church, 1069 
Lincoln Lake, www.impact-
church.org or www.celebrater-
ecovery.com

FIRST & THIRD WEDNES-
DAYS - Fun at Calvary for boys 
& girls preschool - 8th grade. 
Cadets for boys 1st - 8th; GEMS 
for girls 3rd - 8th; Kingdom Kids 
for boys & girls preschool - 2nd 
grade. 1125 W. Main, Lowell. 
Ph. 897-7060.

MOVIE NIGHT - Oct. 27, show-
ing Mr. Peabody and Sherman. 
Free popcorn! Saranac Public 
Library, 61 Bridge St., Saranac. 
616-642-9146. 

LOWELL - Varsity sporting 
events, concerts, school board 
meetings, city council meet-
ings, DDA meetings & planning 
commission meetings can be 
viewed on the ‘local’ Comcast 

public access channel (25) within 
a day or two of when they were 
held. Many athletic contests & 
concerts can be heard ‘live’ from 
the www.wlhsradio.org  internet 
radio website.

FIT CLUB - Every Tues. at 9 
a.m., Clarksville Area Library, 
130 S. Main, Clarksville. 616-
693-1001.

LOWELL ROTARY CLUB - meets 
each Wednesday at noon at 
Lowell City Hall. New members 
welcome.

VERGENNES CLUB MEETS - at 
1 p.m. on the first Thursday of the 
month March thru Nov. Meeting 
at Schneider Manor Community 
Room. Program & refreshments. 
Guests welcome.

CARVING CLUB - meets 2nd 
& 4th Thursdays from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. at LowellArts! New members 
welcomed. Call for information, 
616-752-0096.

WHITES BRIDGE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY - Meets 3rd Tuesday 
of each month at the Lowell 
Chamber of Commerce office 
at, 6:30 p.m. Public is invited 
to join our group as we plan to 
raise funds to restore Whites 
Covered Bridge. For additional 
information www.WhitesBridge-
Historical Society@gmail.com or 
616-437-1927. 

MICHIGAN BLOOD BLOOD 
DRIVE - every second Monday, 
noon - 7 p.m. Kent County Fair-
grounds, King Memorial Youth 
Center. Walk-ins are welcome, 
but appointments are recom-
mended. 1-866-MIBLOOD, www.
miblood.org

BREAST CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP -  We will meet the first 
Tuesday of every month at Lowel-
lArts! 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. A monthly 
support group for those impacted 
by breast cancer to learn & share 
together Please join us for sup-

per at Gilda’s Club, Lowell at 
5:30 p.m. prior to the group 
meeting. Gilda’s Club, Lowell 
Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson, 
Lowell, 897-8600.

ADULT CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP - Tuesdays, 6-7:15 p.m. 
A committed group for those 
diagnosed with cancer. Gilda’s 
Club, Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S. 
Hudson, Lowell, 897-8600.

THE LOWELL BOARD OF 
EDUCATION - second Monday 
of the month at 7 p.m. in the 
Administration Building, 300 
High St., Lowell.

KNITTING GROUP - Wednes-
days, 10 a.m. - noon. Beginning 
to advanced, instructed by Diane 
Denny. Saranac Public Library, 
61 Bridge St., Saranac. 616-
642-9146. 

FLAT RIVER WATERSHED 
GROUP - Meets 3rd Monday of 
each month at the Main Street 
Inn in Lowell at 6:30 p.m. Our 
purpose is to protect, enhance 
& maintain land & water quality 
& other natural resources sur-
rounding the Flat River Water-
shed. For more information, call 
Lloyd at 676-1812. Also, “Like” 
us on Facebook at the Flat River 
Watershed Council.

LADIES SEWING CLOTHES 
TO DONATE - First Friday of the 
month, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Items are 
made from donated material & 
fabrics, clothes from newborn to 
12 years old. Items are donated 
to Blodgett Children’s Home & 
St. John’s Home. Join us to cut 
out patterns, L4 Alterations, 216 
E. Main St., Lowell.

GRIEF - ADULT GROUP - Tues-
days, 6-7:15 p.m. A committed 
group for adults who have ex-
perienced the death of a family 
member or friend. Gilda’s Club, 
Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S. Hud-
son, Lowell, 897-8600.

GRIEF - NEW MEMBER MEET-

services
TA X E S ,  PAY R O L L , 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
-  by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
0686.TFN  

BUSINESS CARDS - Be-
fore you order your cards 
from somewhere else - 
check our rates!  Call Lowell 
Litho, 897-9261.
HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN   
HOUSEKEEPER HAS 
OPENINGS - Weekly or bi-
weekly. References avail-
able. Call 608-3229.

K & C JUNK REMOV-
AL & CLEAN UPS! 
- Free pick ups for 
all major appliances 
& any scrap metal. 
We clean out barns, 
rental properties, ga-
rages, yards & a few 
odd jobs. Call Kenny 
for more details, 616-
421-5227.

STUMP GRINDING - No 
stump too big. Call Dan at 
970-3832.

WE DO BUSINESS IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING 
LAW - Equal Housing Op-
portunity. It is illegal to dis-
criminate against any per-
son because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national 
origin. In the sale or rental 
of housing or residential 
lots; in the advertising the 
sale or rental of housing, in 
the financing of housing, in 
the provision of real estate 
brokerage services and in 
the appraisal of housing. 
Anyone who feels he or 
she has been discriminated 
against may file a complaint 
of housing discrimination: 
1-800-669-9777 (toll free) 
1-800-927-9275 (TTY).

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. FREE 
All Vets Coffee Hour at the 
center the 3rd Thursday of 
each month. Bring a friend. 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.TFN 

services
ELECTRICIAN - retired 
electrician doing small 
jobs. Reasonable rates, 
discounts for seniors. Call 
616-401-6547.   
LAMINATING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE - Next day 
service. Drop off & pieces 
will be available by 9 a.m. 
the next day. Lowell Litho, 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell.
FEDERAL EXPRESS 
SHIPPING & PICK UP - At 
the Buyers Guide office, 
105 N. Broaday, Lowell. 
PROFESSIONAL TREE 
CLIMBER NEEDS WORK 
- Fully insured. Remov-
als, trims, chipping, stump 
grinding. Call Dan for 
free estimate at 616-970-
3832.

NEED  A  DUMP-
STER? - 14 to 20 
yards available. Ga-
rage, attic, house-
hold cleanup, roof-
ing, trash, junk etc. 
Dependable service 
& affordable prices. 
Call for free esti-
mates. Contact Doug 
616-295-6640.TFN

SHIP YOUR UPS PACK-
AGES WITH US & SAVE!! 
- Call us for a price compari-
son. We will need: weight, 
zip code & dimensions of 
the box. No Hazardous ma-
terials or firearms accepted 
at this location. Daily UPS 
pickup at  3  p.m. Lowell 
Ledger, 105 N. Broadway, 
897-9261.

card of 
thanks

LETTER OF THANKS 
Friday night Sept. 27 around 
10:15 p.m. I was riding my 
motorcycle to work and hit 
a deer on Parnell Ave. I first 
want to thank the group of 
young people coming home 
from the football game. 
They came to my aid, called 
911 and stayed with me until 
the Lowell Area Fire Depart-
ment arrived. Many may not 
realize the outstanding and 
professional group of men 
and women that serve on 
our fire department. I also 
want to thank Dee Crowley 
and the Lowell football 
team for their prayers, sup-
port and encouragement 
as I continue to rehab at 
home. 

Sincerely, 
Mark H. Rosenberger

sales
TOOL SALE - Tools: Col-
lector tools, power tools, 
small hand tools, garden 
& lawn items, woodwork-
ing machinery, welding 
tools, paint items, lots of 
hardware, metal storage 
cabinets. 89 years worth 
of Bob's treasures! Fri., 
Oct. 17, 9-5 p.m. & Sat., 
Oct. 18, 9-1 p.m. 722 N. 
Washington, Lowell.
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BOYS & GIRLS 
VARSITY CROSS COUNTRY

* Denotes a game at the high school campus
10/24 Regionals at Grand Traverse Resort
10/25 Regionals location to be determined 
11/1 State Finals location to be determined

BOYS  VARSITY FOOTBALL
* Denotes a game at Red Arrow Memorial Stadium

10/17 at 7 p.m. at Caledonia
10/24 at 7 p.m. Forest Hills Central*

GIRLS  VARSITY VOLLEYBALL
* Denotes a game at Lowell High School

10/16 at 7 p.m. at GR Christian
10/18 at 8 a.m. Sparta Invitational

10/21 at 7 p.m. Jenison*
10/23 at 7 p.m. Caledonia*

10/28 at 5 p.m. Lowell Quad*
10/30 at 7 p.m. at Forest Hills Central

yield is from 10 to 20 bushel per acre and mostly of 
fine quality.

 
75 years ago

The Lowell Ledger
October 19, 1939

Michigan is included in the 21 states which will 
observe Thursday, Nov. 23rd, as Thanksgiving Day 
this year. The remainder of the states will stick to the 
last Thursday in the month.

Nearly all the new automobiles being brought out by 
manufacturers include the new sealed beam headlights 
which will give fifty per cent increase in light power 
and will illuminate the right side of the road and reduce 
the glare. Such an improvement will undoubtedly save 
many lives because half of the fatalities occur at night 
and the presumption is that lights have something to 
do with these casualties.

Sheep-killing dogs are again reported on the 
rampage in the surrounding community. One night 
recently, 14 valuable sheep on the Orlando Odell 
farm in Vergennes Twp. were killed outright, including 
three which had been so badly mutilated that their 
lives could not be saved. It will be remembered that 
about a year ago, dogs killed 22 sheep on the Odell 
farm and about that same time a number of sheep 
were also killed on various farms in South Boston and 
other nearby townships. Under these circumstances, 
it seems right to expect that all persons owning dogs 

Looking Back, continued
see to it that they are kept properly corraled on their 
home premises, especially at night time…

Near death from hunting accident – Myron Kyser, 
44, of Boston Twp., is recovering in Blodgett hospital, 
Grand Rapids, from wounds received Sunday when 
accidently hit by a shotgun charge while hunting on 
his farm. It is reported that shot was lodged in both 
lungs, left shoulder, arm and legs. Mr. Kyser was 
given a blood transfusion by his nephew, Albert Kyser. 
Mr. Kyser was accidently shot by G. F. Price, 21, of 
Lansing, who was hunting on the Kyser farm. It was a 
miraculous escape from death and Mr. Kyser’s many 
friends hope for his speedy and complete recovery.

Witches, goblins, black cats and ghosts will ride 
high Tuesday evening, Oct. 31, in Recreation Park, 
where members of the Board of Trade, American 
Legion and Rotary club will sponsor the annual 
Hallowe’en party for the boys and girls of Lowell and 
surrounding community. Many exciting games and lots 
of appetizing refreshments have been planned and it 
is hoped that every child in the community will plan to 
attend and make it the best Hallowe’en ever.

 

50 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
October 15, 1964

Headline: Grover and Kropf will reign at 
Homecoming. Paul Kropf and Louise Grover were 

elected King and Queen of “Autumn Ecstasy,” Lowell 
High School’s 1964 Homecoming. The Homecoming 
royalty was announced at the annual Snake Dance 
Tuesday night and they will reign over the ’64 festivities.

Mother saves son from river. Mrs. Kenneth 
Anderson, [of] Ada, plunges into Flat River above the 
dam on Main Street, Saturday afternoon and saved 
her six-year-old son, Douglas, who had fallen from 
the bridge into the river. Mrs. Anderson took her two 
sons with her into Wepmans. While shopping, she did 
not miss the children until two little girls, holding the 
4-year-old called in the door that a boy had fallen in 
the river. Mrs. Anderson ran from the store and could 
see her son just coming up to the surface of the water. 
He cried out, “Help me mama!” before going under 
again. The frantic mother leaped the fence and waded 
out neck deep in the river channel, nearly to the old 
posts, to grab hold of the boy and pull him ashore. 
She cannot swim, but said there was no one else on 
the street to help, so she plunged into the river. The 
boy was wrapped in a blanket and rushed home. He 
suffered no ill effects from his near fatal accident. He 
told his mother, when questioned how he fell in, that 
he was leaning over the railing watching the ducks 
when he lost his balance.

Charles Doyle and Harold Dawson were busy this 
week getting Democratic Headquarters for Lowell set 
up at 115 West Main Street. The new headquarters will 
have volunteer workers on duty over the weekends to 
distribute information on the Democratic candidates. 
Everyone is invited to drop in and secure information 
on the candidates or the election.

Showboat is not forgotten in Lowell. Everyday as we 
walk down the streets we see the Showboat signs still 
hanging from the light posts. At the October meeting of 
the Lowell Chamber of Commerce board, they voted 
to reaffirm their support of the show.

A Republican “bandwagon” will visit Lowell on 
Wednesday, October 21. This is part of a tour which 
will cover 50 cities in Michigan. Aboard the ten car 
caravan will be Mike Goldwater, son of the Republican 
presidential candidate and Phillip Crosby, one of Bing 
Crosby’s popular singing sons.

Lowell’s football team with a 3-0-1 record dropped 
from 4th last week in the Associated Press poll to 11th 
among the Class B Schools in the state due to its tie 
with Class A Grandville.

 

 
25 years ago

The Lowell Ledger
October 18, 1989

Headline: 3-car accident delays M-21 traffic. Minor 
injuries were incurred in a three-car accident at the 
intersection of Main and Center streets on Wednesday, 
Oct. 11. Ruth Prentice, 76, of Lowell, struck the rear of 
a car driven by Angela Eickhoff, 22, of Lowell, who was 
stopped in traffic. The passenger in Eickhoff’s car, Lois 
Eickhoff, 45, of Lowell, received injuries. The force of 
the impact sent Eickhoff’s car into a third car stopped 
in traffic and driven by Angela Watters, 40, of Grand 
Rapids, who also suffered minor injuries. Both Watters 
and Lois Eickhoff were transported to Butterworth 
Hospital by Lowell Ambulance. Prentice was cited for 
violation of the basic speed law. Responding to the call 
were Lowell Police, Ambulance and Rescue.

Kyser among those who are exploring Fallasburg’s 
colorful past. The physical reconstruction of historical 
buildings and activities during an era can be recanted 
through people’s memories and written records. Both, 
however, are incomplete. “Two people could give you 
two very different descriptions about the Fallas house 
back in the early 1900s,” explained Wayne State 
anthropology and history student, Chris Kyser. “That’s 
why archeologists have a theory that states – People 
lie, but the ground doesn’t.” Kyser is spearheading 
an archaeological dig on the property that the John 
Wesley Fallas house [which] was built in the early 
1840-50s. “Some may say the Fallas house had a 
white picket fence up around it. Instead of just putting 
any white picket fence back up, it’s possible through 
an archaeological dig I will be able to tell the size of the 
wood used and its height.”
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SUDOKU

OCTOBER 8 - OCTOBER 14

Puzzle solutions, page 12

THEME: 
HALLOWEEN 

ACROSS
1. Excel grid, e.g.
6. TV monitor, acr.
9. Bonnie one
13. Of the Orient
14. One from Laos
15. Marked ski run
16. Unfriendly looks
17. Giant Hall-of-Famer 
Mel
18. Wedding singer?
19. *Popular Halloween 
pumpkin tradition
21. *Predecessor of 
pumpkin as jack-o-
lantern canvas
23. ___ Baba
24. Owl’s hangout
25. Blah-blah-blah
28. Shade of beige
30. Like Scandinavia
35. Shaded
37. Not easy
39. Prince William’s 
mother
40. Eye up and down
41. Money or Murphy, 
e.g.
43. Genesis garden
44. “She _____ 
seashells...”
46. Fly like an eagle
47. “____ of the Flies”
48. “Planes, ______ 
and Automobiles”
50. *Like Freddy 
Krueger’s glove or a 
bird’s foot
52. Pig’s digs
53. Sound on Old 
MacDonald’s farm
55. Mad Hatter’s drink
57. M in ROM
60. *No hands allowed 
for this on Halloween
64. Drink like a cat
65. Filmmaker Spike 
___
67. Dugout vessel
68. *”The _____ville 
Horror”

69. Bonanza find
70. Fancy tie
71. Ancient Rome’s 
distance unit
72. Siesta
73. Stands for

DOWN
1. Barber’s supply

2. Between ports
3. Coffin stand
4. Early form of what 
becomes a butterfly
5. Store as fodder
6. Beat or lash
7. *A black one is 
popular as Halloween 
decoration
8. Terra _____
9. Sketch
10. American 
Society for Clinical 
Investigation
11. Big first for a baby
12. Get the picture
15. Popular anise-
flavored liqueur
20. Specialty
22. Large coffee pot
24. Bur-producing plant
25. *White sheeted 
one?
26. Hole-borer
27. _____ Swan of the 
“Twilight” series
29. X-ray units
31. Cambodian 
currency

32. Carpenter’s groove, 
pl.
33. Dead to the world
34. *It flows freely on 
Halloween
36. Supermarket 
section
38. *”____ M for 
Murder”
42. Muse of love poetry
45. *Red Baron’s 
Halloween opponent
49. Paul McCartney, 
e.g.
51. Skyping device
54. Leg cover
56. Belittle
57. Mommy
58. Larger-than-life
59. Remote option
60. Car onomatopoeia
61. Machu Picchu 
group
62. High ____
63. Understands
64. Often found under 
a napkin
66. Victorian, e.g.
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Lowell, MI 49331
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•	 A	 U.N.	 worker	 dies	 of	 ebola	 in	 a	 German	
hospital,	and	a	nurse	 in	Spain,	 the	first	 to	be	
infected	outside	of	Africa,	is	said	to	be	making	
progress.	Extra	screening	is	being	done	in	at	
least	five	major	American	airports	as	the	World	
Health	Organization	continues	to	be	concerned	
over	 future	 outbreaks	 of	 the	 commonly	 fatal	
desease.

•	 Apparently,	 New	
Jersey	 Gov.	 Chris	
Christie	 is	 pretty	
sure	he	doesn't	want	
to	 be	 a	 senator.	
He	 was	 quoted	 as	
saying,	 "When	 I	 say	
I'm	never	running	for	
public	 office	 in	 New	
Jersey	again,	I	mean	
I'm	never	running	for	
public	 office	 in	 New	
Jersey	 again,"	Christie	 said	 during	 a	 speech	
at	 the	 annual	 conference	 of	 the	New	 Jersey	
NAACP	Saturday.	"The	only	job	left	for	me	to	
run	 for	 is	 United	 States	 Senate,	 and	 let	 me	
just	say	this:	I	would	rather	die	than	be	in	the	
United	States	Senate."

•	 John	 Hawkley,	 56,	 won	 this	 year's	 Safeway	
World	 Championship	 Pumpkin	 Weigh-off	 in	
Half	Moon	Bay	 south	 of	 San	Francisco.	The	
gourd	weighed	2,058	pounds.	The	 runner-up	
was	beat	by	more	than	300	pounds.
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GET A LOCAL 
PERSPECTIVE ON
OUR COMMUNITY

From community developments to a look at rising stars 
on the local business, dining, sports and entertainment 

scenes, The Lowell Ledger has it all!

616-897-9261  •  ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com
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“I love this, it’s a great 
time,” said Dragon Spit’s 
Ralph Kendall. “I think 
we’ve won it three years 
in a row. We’ve had good 
success. Usually an hour 
to prep it and about three 
hours to cook it. An hour. 
And that’s serving it in little 
cups.”

Out at the fairgrounds 
the Greater Lowell 
Community Vision Alliance 
put on a ‘community clean-
up day,’ where people 

Broadway was totally packed with chili connoisseurs. Over 100 gallons of chili were consumed by 
the crowd.

Harvest Festival, continued
safely recycled appliances, 
batteries, electronics and 
other unwieldy, potentially 
dangerous items. There was 
an Autumn Marketplace 
out there, with food, crafts, 
antiques, a pet expo, a 
scarecrow workshop, live 
entertainment and more. 
The fun continued into 
the night with two classic 
movies, “Casper” and “The 
Goonies,” screened for free 
in the Foreman Building.

The winning Dragon Spit team: Craig Williams, 
Ralph Kendall and their friend.

A judge adding up the scores and picking a 
winner.
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