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bike tour

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

 The three-day festival took place in downtown Lowell 
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, July 10, 11 and 12.

Thursday kicked off with a pig roast and a concert by 
Kris Hitchcock & Small Town Son, who blasted boisterous 
country rock that could be heard for blocks. Some classic 
cars were already parked on Main Street and business was 
booming at stores and at the bar on the showboat; and with 
a $1,500 prize at stake, raffle ticket sales started out strong.

“We've sold quite a few so far,” said Candice Walsh 
from the Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce. “A lot of '30 
tickets at once.'”

They were giving away ducks at the raffle ticket booth.
“We're just giving the ducks away for free this year,” 

Walsh said. “We're not doing the race so we've been giving 
a lot of the ducks to little kids that want them.”

Thursday was fun, but the two biggest days of the 
festival were Friday and Saturday.

Friday's concert was by the Bronk Bros., who played 
a conventional-sounding “B-93” version of country music. 
The crowd seemed to enjoy it, especially once they hit that 
bar on the showboat.

Dave Simmons played acoustic guitar and mandolin and 
sang traditional songs to passersby. Simmons is best known 
for helping put on the bluegrass festival at the fairgrounds 
every year.

“The fun part of this street musician stuff and doing the 
'open case' is not so much that you get money or anything, 
but the kids,” Simmons said. “The kids get a big thrill out of 
coming up here and throwing the money in the case. I like to 
play music so it all works out for me.”

Jeanne Beachnaw was selling t-shirts downtown to 
raise money for a scholarship she started to honor her late 
son Lucas.

Riverwalk Festival was all sunshine, 
fireworks and fun this year

Festival attendees took advantage of the wide variety of activities, 
entertainment and delicious food available.

Riverwalk, continued, page 2

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

Police are on the 
lookout for skateboarders 
who have been tearing up 
the new Riverwalk.

The benches, picnic 
tables and boat launch have 
scratches, scrapes and even 
chunks missing.

“You can see the 
damage,” said Lowell 
police chief Steve Bukala. 
“It's all from skateboards. 
Those picnic tables are 
$1,013 a piece. They're not 
repairable. The city moved 
the picnic table that was 
being damaged. Now they're 
off the concrete so it's a little 
harder to jump on them.”

According to a city 
ordinance, “It shall be 
unlawful for any person to 
ride any bicycle, moped 
or any other vehicle which 
may threaten pedestrians, 

Police on the lookout
after damage on the new Riverwalk

propelled by the rider's feet, 
or to run any motor vehicle 
upon any sidewalk in the 
city.”

“Bicycles and 
people on rollerskates or 

rollerblades are not doing 
the damage,” Bukala said.

Bukala recounted a 
recent incident with some 
skaters, one of whom was 
rather uncooperative.

“What I try to do is if 
I'm working in my office I'll 
look right out the window. 
If I see them skateboarding 
down there I'll come walk 
out and make contact with 
them,” Bukala said. “I 
caught one right in the act 
about two or three weeks 
ago. Actually caught three 
of them. Two of the three 
were reasonable. One was 
very cocky. 'It wasn't me.' 
It's clearly posted and he 
was warned not to come 
back to the Riverwalk. 
Within an hour he went 
back on it.”

Riverwalk skaters will 
be ticketed if caught by 
police.

“We've stepped up 
enforcement,” Bukala said. 
“The skateboarding tickets 
start at $50. Second offense 
is $100, third offense is 
$250. Subsequent offenses 
are $250 as well.”

If there is property 
damage the charge would 
get more serious.

“Other than a 
skateboarding ticket the 
only thing that we would 
do is charge them with 
malicious destruction of 
property because they know 
they're doing damage to it 
by jumping on it,” Bukala 
said.

Adult offenders would 
be responsible for paying to 
replace or repair damaged 
property themselves, but 
not underage offenders.

“If they are under 
the age of 18 then their 
parents are responsible for 
recouping the damages,” 
Bukala said.

It's also a good way to 
lose your skateboard.

Damage, continued, page 3
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SATURDAY,
JULY 19, 2014

at

Just bring your 
pole and we will
supply the bait!

No Boats Please!

Open To The Public

FREE 
HOTDOGS/

SODA/PRIZES 
& FUN!

Sponsored by the Lowell Moose Lodge

3 GROUPS: 
3-6 yrs; 7-9 yrs; 

10-13 yrs. 

KIDS FISHING DERBY

A public accuracy test of the voting equipment to 
be used in the August 5, 2014 Primary Election will 
be held on Monday, July 28, 2014 at 2 p.m. at the 
Vergennes Township offices located at 10381 
Bailey Dr., Lowell, MI 49331. 

Mari C. Stone
Vergennes Township Clerk

Riverwalk, continued
“He was killed in 

Afghanistan in 2010, so I set 
up a snowboard scholarship 
for him to keep the memory 
going,” Beachnaw said. “He 
loved snowboarding. He 
was stationed over in Italy 
so he got to go to the Swiss 
Alps and he was in heaven. 
It was a lot different than 
Cannonsburg or Colorado.”

The scholarship will 
help kids with some of 
the expenses involved in 
snowboarding.

“It's for low-income 
families,” Beachnaw said. 
“Just to give the kids a 
chance to do lessons and 
a ski pass and equipment 
if they need it. To keep his 
memory going and keep 
people remembering our 
fallen soldiers and what 
they sacrifice.”

“Grilling and chilling 
on Avery Street” involved 
a host of food vendors, 
including fried food, pizza 
and barbecue.

Thomas Franklin of 
Tommy's Catering and 
Riverbend Bar & Grill in 
Ada grilled chicken wings 
and served 80 pounds of 
pulled pork.

“I cooked the pulled 
pork on Thursday,” Franklin 
said. “I started it about 2:00 
in the afternoon and let it go 
until 7:00 Friday morning, 
so it went about 15-16 
hours.”

Also on Avery Street 
was the classic car show. 
Tom, Elaine and Joshua 
Stewart brought to the show 
three cars; a 1964 Chevelle, 
a 1964 Corvette Coupe and 
a 1984 Chrysler LeBaron.

Tom Stewart said 
he's been at the Riverwalk 
Festival “since it started” 
but it was his wife Elaine's 
third time. 

“It's first class,” Stewart 
said. “First class people. 

They do a super job; it's 
one of the best shows in the 
area.”

One of the busiest 
places in the whole festival 
was the Englehardt Library's 
book sale.

they've been in the 30s,” 
said volunteer Toni Holmes.

Fifth-place finisher 
Mike Kapteyn enjoyed his 
racing experience.

“It was fun,” Kapteyn 
said. “I liked the course this 

“Each child that comes 
in gets a chance to play on 
all the activities and slide 
on the bouncy house,” 
Beachum said. “They also 
get an activity book that 
is gratis to us by State 
Farm. Face-painting and 
everything is included and 
they get to come back as 
many times as they'd like.”

At noon on Saturday 
there was a parade, 
specifically the “F.R.O.M. 
the Heart 'Food Fight' 
parade.” The parade 
kicked off with the roar of 
motorcycles, one of which 
was driven by city councilor 
Jeff Altoft.

“I like to be in the 
parade,” Altoft said. “This 
is a '98 Harley Davidson 
Road King with a few little 
modifications. We ride as 
often as we can and mostly 
like this, for a fundraiser. 
We've had lots of fun. Loud 
pipes keep you safe.”

The parade had the 
usual parade stuff: floats 
packed with beauty queens, 
fire engines with blaring 
sirens, people throwing 
candy at children, a slew 
of Republican politicians, 

clowns, and even an 
organist.

“We're really excited,” 
said 'Miss Danish 
Festival' Taylor Bretzke 
of Greenville. “We love 
representing our festival and 
coming to see everybody 
else's festivals too. I think 
it's a lot of fun.”

“I love visiting Lowell,” 
said U.S. congressman 
Justin Amash. “The past 
few years we've had quite a 
few times where it's rained 
on parade day, but it's fun. 
The people are great, it's a 
beautiful town and we're 
happy to be here.”

“We love the 
Riverwalk Festival,” said 
state representative Lisa 
Posthumus Lyons. “We've 

“We do have a 'book 
nook' in the building and 
people can buy year-round 
really, but we have this 
one real big book sale once 
a year,” said book sale 
volunteer Joy Smith. “It's a 
very, very good fundraiser 
for the library because 
they do many, many good 
things.”

Instead of one 'big 
name' band, on Saturday 
the stage was host to a 
succession of local acts. 
The Preservers, a band 
consisting of Lowell High 
School and Middle School 
students: Ryne Clarke, 
Jeremy Kargl, Patrick 
Kargl, and Corrina Wenger 
played a set of 'classic rock' 
covers and some of their 
own original songs.

“We all listen to a lot of 
music and we just kind of 
mess around,” said Jeremy 
Kargl.

Billy Bellinger from 
West Olive won the Bill & 
Paul’s Sporthaus kayak race 
with a time of 26 minutes, 
50 seconds.

“That is a good time 
because in years previous 

The Kent County Youth Fair royal court wave and 
smile from aboard their duck-adorned float.

year. It was a good race and 
a little nicer weather too. 
That helps a lot.”

Teresa Beachum was 
helping run the 'Pink Arrow 
Kidz Zone' which raises 
money for Pink Arrow 
Pride. They had thirteen 
local students volunteering, 
including the entire Lowell 
High School student 
council.

Children enjoyed fun carnival-style games and 
activities during Saturday’s Kidz Zone sponsored 
by Pink Arrow Pride.

Sierra Hieshetter enjoyed paddle boarding which 
was among the variety of water sports enjoyed by 
festival attendees along the Flat River.

done the parade for several 
years and we just love that 
it brings the community 
together and highlights 
and showcases how great 
Lowell is. Parades are fun. 
We like them because it's 
something that everybody 
can have fun to do and all 
our kids can come. It kind of 
takes the edge off campaigns 
and puts the focus back on 
community.”

The festival ended 
Saturday night with 
fireworks at Stoney 
Lakeside Park. There was 
a little drizzle late in the 
day on Saturday, but with 
temperatures in the 80s and 
so much to do, see, hear and 
eat, a little bit of rain was 
okay.

More Riverwalk photos on page 15
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“Officers are told to 
take the boards because 
the boards are part of the 
crime,” Bukala said.

There is a skate park 
on Bowes Road in Lowell, 
but Bukala said it might be 
insufficient.

“They'll tell you that 
the city only spent $35,000 

Damage, continued
on the skate park and it 
wasn't really challenging 
enough,” Bukala said.

Bukala said the kids 
could make improvements 
to the Bowes Road skate 
park, but they would have 
to go through the proper 
channels and probably pay 
for it themselves.

“They would have 
to approach the council 
and probably the parks 
commission,” Bukala said. 
“That was suggested to them 
and they've done fundraisers 
for that and if they wanted 
more equipment they could 
do another fundraiser.”

The city might make 
minor additions to the 
Riverwalk that would make 
the area less attractive to 
skaters.

“From what I 
understand, the public 
works/parks department is 
looking into getting some 
'skateboard bumpers,'” 

Bukala said. “They're like a 
rubberized cover that would 
stop the board and wouldn't 
allow it to slide. I can just 
see that getting damaged or 
ripped off.”

Bukala doesn't have a 
grudge against skaters, just 
the few who violate the law.

“It's not all of them, it's a 
select group that's doing it,” 

Bukala said. “Most of them 
are not even from the city. 
They live outside the city 
or they're coming in from 
Saranac or Grand Rapids. I 
know skateboarding is not a 
crime, but causing malicious 
destruction of property with 
your skateboard is a crime.” 

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Bicycling enthusiasts 
gathered in historic 
Fallasburg Village for the 
20th anniversary of the 
Fallasburg Covered Bridge 
Bike Tour on Sunday July 
13.

Kicking off from 
Covered Bridge Road and 
traveling over the tours 
namesake covered bridge, 
riders were able to opt 
between a variety of race 
lengths spanning from a 
short twelve-mile trek to 
an endurance testing 100-
mile journey along scenic 
paved roads in and around 
the park.

The annual event uses 
the affordable registration 
fees paid by participants 
to continue the efforts of 
the Fallasburg Historical 
Society (FHS) to preserve 
the 150-year-old structures 
that make up Fallasburg 
Village. The society also 
donates $1 per rider to 
the League of Michigan 
Bicyclists, a lobbying 
group that works for 
increased bicycling safety 
and events in the state. 

According to FHS 
president Ken Tamke, they 
do this in honor of a dear 
friend of the tour who was 
struck and killed by a car 

Fallasburg Covered Bridge 
Bike Tour celebrates 20 year

in Byron Center on the eve 
of the 17th annual race, 
"This donation is made in 
memory of Larry Martin, a 
Fallas descendant, former 

FHS board member and 
early architect of our bike 
tour."

Generous volunteer 
efforts like those of 
Martin continue to be 
abundant during the tour 
as rider registration, race 
coordination and food 
preparation for both tour 
rest stops and the after-

ride meal are provided 
entirely by FHS volunteers. 
Tamke continues, those 
valued volunteers are an 
intricate part of the event’s 

successful twenty-year run, 
"Our FHS members and 
supporters truly embody 
the spirit of the Lowell 
community. We couldn’t 
pull this off without them."

Tamke has been 
organizing the tour since 
2007 when he became 
president of the FHS. His 
grandparents, Clarence 

(Brad) & Stella Bradshaw, 
lived atop the Beckwith 
Drive hill overlooking the 
covered bridge for around 
twenty years making the 

historic area he calls "The 
Village" dear to his heart.

The tours riders 
seem to share that same 
sentiment, according to 
Tamke, as most of them 
register year after year for 
the event to both enjoy 
their hobby and to do their 
part to sustain the area’s 
precious history, "We have 

Over 150 riders took part in the 20th anniversary of the bike tour which 
travels paved roads in and around Fallasburg Park. 

Call us now to start your 
subscription, 897-9261.

Credit Card Required for a phone order.

carved out a nice niche 
amongst the Michigan 
cycling community. Many 
of our riders are repeat 
customers because of the 
wonderful meal Dottie 
Blain prepares for after the 
ride, the scenic routes Larry 
Martin laid out 20 years ago, 
the attention to detail all our 

volunteers embrace and the 
goodwill and camaraderie 
our ‘ambassadors’ create. 
Although we draw riders 
from all over the state and 
beyond, our core is local 
like-minded folks who 
appreciate the importance 
of preserving this local 
jewel we call Fallasburg."
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Baseball’s best players 
gathered in Minneapolis this 
week to participate in the All 
Star game. If you’re a fan or 
even a “weekend athlete,” 
you can admire these players 
for their abilities, even if 
you — like the vast majority 
of humanity — can’t hope 
to duplicate them. But if 
you’re an investor, you 
may be able to learn some 
practical lessons from the 
All Stars.

So let’s look at a few 
common All Star traits to 
see how they might apply to 
investors:

•	 Consistency — All 
Stars typically don’t just 
have a few good weeks or 
months — they tend to be 
consistently excellent, year 
after year. As an investor, 
you, too, need to strive 
for consistency. Instead of 
periodically chasing after 
“hot” stocks, try to follow 
a long-term strategy by 
staying invested in the 
financial	 markets,	 through	
both “up” and “down” 
periods, and by rebalancing 

What can investors learn from the All Stars?

your holdings, as needed, to 
reflect	changes	in	your	life.	

•	 Ability to avoid 
errors — Everyone makes 
mistakes, but All Stars 
seem to make fewer of 
them.	 Whether	 it’s	 fielding	
balls cleanly, successfully 
executing	a	sacrifice	bunt	or	
not walking a player with the 
bases loaded, All Stars seem 
to avoid errors while making 
the right moves at the right 
time. When you invest, 
you need to avoid common 
“errors,” such as investing 
either too conservatively 
or too aggressively. Instead 
of going to either of these 
extremes, build a portfolio 
appropriate for your risk 
tolerance but still capable 
of helping you reach your 
goals.

•	 Preparedness — 
All Stars keep themselves 
in great shape and often 
develop additional skills 
as the years go by, such as 
developing a new pitch or 
learning to hit the ball to 
different	 parts	 of	 the	 field.	
By preparing themselves 
in this way, they can take 
advantage of opportunities 
as they arise. As you invest, 
you will also need to be 
prepared to take advantage 
of new opportunities. One 
such way to prepare is to 
have enough liquidity in 

your portfolio to make 
appropriate investment 
moves. In addition to 
preparing for opportunities, 
you’ll need to prepare 
for challenges that could 
jeopardize your investment 
strategy. So, for example, 
you may want to build an 
emergency fund containing 
six to 12 months’ worth of 
living expenses. With such a 
fund in place, you may not 
have to dip into your long-
term investments to pay for 
short-term needs, such as 
a major car repair, a new 
furnace or a big bill from the 
dentist. 

•	 Awareness of 
limits — Not even the best 
All Stars can do everything 
well. A good “singles 
hitter,” for instance, won’t 
waste a lot of effort in 
trying to hit home runs, 
while a powerful, but slow, 
slugger might not attempt 
to steal a base. Investors 
have limits, too, based on 
their sophistication and 
their	 financial	 resources.	
To illustrate: Some wealthy 
and highly experienced 
investors may embark on 
complex or risky strategies, 
or purchase hard-to-
understand investments. 
But these risky techniques 
and complex investments 
are not for everyone — 
and smart, “everyday” 
investors know this and 
stick with proven strategies 
and comprehensible 
investments. 

You may never step 
foot on a baseball diamond. 
But as an investor, you can 
still pick up some “gems” of 
wisdom from the All Stars. 

105 N. Broadway • Lowell
616-897-9261

LOOKING FOR WEDDING
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VISIT US TODAY!

Rasch Farm Market
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616.897.8212

BLACK SWEET CHERRIES
RASPBERRIES & BLUEBERRIES

TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER 
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BILL WHEELER

MICHIGAN

103 Riverside Dr. 
Lowell, Michigan 

49331
616-897-7711

1

209 E. Main St.
Lowell, MI  49331

RICH CURTIS
(616) 897-5686

In-Home Appliance Repair

350 North Center Street
Lowell, Michigan

616-897-8473 or 
616.292.1031

www.laurelsofkent.com
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• Long Term Care • Pallitive  Care
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viewpoint 
to the editor

By Joanna Barr

Sen. Carl Levin

The honors hero 
Raoul Wallenberg 
deserves

Dear Editor,
I recently read the 

article “Union talks resume 
between IBEW and city” 
in the July 9, 2014 Lowell 
Ledger. This is how I 
perceive the situation. 
First of all, it’s hard to 
comprehend that after two-
and-a-half years a contract 
hasn’t been settled when all 

No contract after two-and-a-half years

that the employees want is 
a just contract where they 
have a say in their own well-
being, their job and that of 
the city. A just contract 
similar to the one the 
Lowell Police Department 
has. The denial of a just 
contract by the city council 
and city manager brought 
about a two-and-a-half year 

fiasco. The denial of a just 
contract has cost the city 
tens and tens of thousands 
of taxpayer’s dollars in 
lawyer’s fees. From day one 
the constituents of Lowell 
were deliberately left out of 
the negotiations. Last fall, 
in a packed council meeting 
the public was threatened 
to be removed because 
they demanded answers. I 
believe if the constituents of 
Lowell would have had a say 
in the contract negotiations 
a just settlement would have 
been made long ago. But 
this is not about what’s fair 

125 years ago
Lowell Journal
July 17, 1889

A new walk is being laid on Main St., east from F. D. 
Tarleton’s to Geo. Fuller’s.

There will be no State tax sales in October, this 
year. Under the new tax law the next sale will be in 
May 1890.

Saturday afternoon two buggies collided on E. 
Bridge Street, near Wisner’s Mill. One of them, owned 
by Mr. Dutt of Keene, whose son was driving the rig, 
was overturned, throwing the boy out. The horses 
were stopped and no particular damage done.

Lowell had its own Sullivan-Kilrain fight Monday 
afternoon. James McManus played Sullivan and 
Dennis Bohler personified Kilrain. It didn’t take 75 
rounds to finish the mill, either. There was one straight 
heat and both were ready to quit and claim the victory. 
Mitchell was there, also, at the finish, not backer for 
Kilrain, alone, but backed both of them up into Justice 
Perry’s court where they paid $5 apiece into the village 
contingent fund.

The Belding Banner complains that a piece of the 
road between Belding and Smyrna is used by sports 
in racing horses and other wild amusements. On one 
occasion Mrs. W. R. Tebble, of Smyrna, driving home 
with a horse and buggy, had her conveyance run into 
and smashed and she was thrown to the ground and 
severely bruised. It is reported that the persons driving 
the double team were drunk. They did not even stop 
and inquire as to her injuries.

 

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

July 16, 1914
Prohibition of the sale of liquor on Pere Marquette 

railroad trains has been ordered by Judge Tuttle in the 

United States court. Other roads will have to take the 
same action or take out a liquor license in each county 
through which their roads pass.

Some boys broke into the Central school building 
Sunday night and rang the bell. They got away without 
detection; but it wouldn’t be wise for them to make a 
steady business of it. Fun is one thing and breaking 
windows in public buildings is another.

J. Taylor was given a 60-day sentence at the county 
jail by Justice Andrews last week. He was found drunk 
in the river and in danger of drowning. Inasmuch as 
he has not been excessively industrious the Judge 
thought a labor sentence was the proper remedy.

Lewis All, who was badly injured in one leg while 
working on alterations at the Bent Rim factory several 
weeks ago, has so far recovered as to be able to get 
about on crutches. He says it will be several weeks 
before he can resume work.

James Leece pled guilty to petty larceny before 
Judge Andrews Monday morning and received a 
sentence of six months in the county jail. The offense, 
committed Saturday, was picking the pockets of 
John Keyotf. Amount secured $12.85. Leece went to 
Saranac and spent part of his plunder; but came back 
that same evening and Deputy Sheriff Raimer locked 
him up. From wages due him, Leece made a refund in 
full to his victim. He’s a good laborer and will doubtless 
be given work on the county roads job.

 

75 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

July 20, 1939
The death last Friday of Enos Pego, leader of the 

Ottawa Indian tribe in Oceana County,  brings to mind 
the fact that he was leader of the tribe since the death 
of Chief Cobmoosa, who was leader of the Ottawas 
when they were settled in the Grand River valley at 
Lowell about a century ago.

Hard frosts in mid-July are not common in this section 
but one such visited the surrounding community last 
Friday night, doing more or less damage at various 
points. Wm. C. Doyle reports that almost everything 
was killed in the vegetable garden on his farm in 
Vergennes Township and Wm. J. McCarthy of Parnell 
says it was the worst damage by a July frost that has 
come to his attention in 75 years.

The Ledger office this week completed the printing 
of the premium lists and program for the fifth annual 
Kent County 4-H Club Fair, which will be held at 
Recreation Park, Lowell, August 23, 24 and 25. This 
year’s premium list makes a book of forty pages 
and cover and is neatly printed even if we do say it 
ourselves. It is much more pretentious than the few 
sheets put out in mimeograph form when the fair was 
first started five years ago.

and just, it’s about power 
and control in the hands 
of the city council doing 
whatever they want and they 
don’t have to answer for it. 
The city council wasn’t put 
into office to be the sole 
decider, they were put into 
office to be the servant. The 
city council’s handling of 
the contract negotiations is 
deplorable. Employees of 
the Department of Public 
Works deserve better and 
so do the constituents of 
Lowell.

Sincerely,
Jim Howard

Lowell

No honor or accolade is 
equal to the debt the world 
owes Raoul Wallenberg, 
the Swedish diplomat who 
helped save thousands of 
Jews in Nazi-occupied 
Hungary during World War 
II.

But it is important for 
us to give whatever is within 
our power to give. That’s 
why I was proud recently 
to participate in ceremonies 
honoring Wallenberg with a 
Congressional Gold Medal, 
the highest honor Congress 
can bestow.

Wallenberg’s life is a 
reminder that the values we 
so often take for granted are 
not guaranteed. The rights 
we hold to be universal, 
not just for Americans, but 
for all human beings – the 
universe does not grant them 
to us without cost. All of us 
must honor them, shelter 
them and protect them. 
They are, as our founding 
fathers said, inalienable – 
but that does not make them 
indestructible.

If it’s true that we are all 
stewards of these universal 
rights, it is also true that 
the universe sometimes 
asks extraordinary things of 
some of us in order to fulfill 
that duty. Extraordinary 
things were asked of Raoul 
Wallenberg. Wallenberg 
helped shelter as many 
as 100,000 Jews from 
the Holocaust, even after 
repeated warnings that he 
was risking his life.

A s t o n i s h i n g l y , 
Wallenberg’s gift to our 
world is not limited to the 
thousands he saved from 
Hitler’s executioners. It 
extends to all of us here today 
who must ask ourselves: If 
this man could risk so much 
and eventually give his own 
life in the defense of others, 
how can I shrink from 
my own responsibilities 
to my fellow man? Raoul 
Wallenberg’s gift is the 
lives he himself saved and 
in what he inspires us to do.

It is hard to imagine that 
anything could intensify the 
tragedy of the Holocaust, 
and yet Wallenberg’s story 
does. The Nazis were 
driven from Hungary before 
they could stop his efforts. 
But when Soviet troops 
captured Budapest in 1945, 
they arrested Wallenberg, 
and he was never seen again. 
Soviet authorities claimed 
in 1957 that Wallenberg had 
died a decade before.

And then in 1976, a 
prisoner released from a 
Soviet prison camp said 
that he had met a Swede, 
imprisoned for 30 years, 
but still alive. News of the 
report gave new hope that 
Wallenberg might yet be 
alive.

Many tried to follow 
these and other clues to learn 
this hero’s fate. I was among 
them; I traveled to Israel 
and spoke with the daughter 
of the prisoner about his 
whereabouts so that I could 
speak to her father. But 
she would not provide the 
information because she 
feared retribution against 
her father, and with good 
reason: the Soviets had 
already re-arrested him once 
after the first reports of his 
sighting of Wallenberg came 
out.

She could not overcome 
her fear for her father. Most 
of us could not overcome 
such fear if a loved one was 
in jeopardy. That vignette 
serves, once again, to make 
Raoul Wallenberg’s courage 
in the face of fear all the 
more awe-inspiring.

It does not seem too 
much to ask after all this time 
for President Vladimir Putin 
and the Russian government 
to finally put these questions 
to rest. All that continued 
Russian stonewalling can 
accomplish is the infliction 
of continued pain on the 
Wallenberg family and the 
perpetuation of an injustice 
that added a tragic coda 
to the abomination of the 
Holocaust.

Providing information 
on Raoul Wallenberg’s fate 
cannot lessen the horror 
of the Holocaust. It cannot 
erase the heinous crime of 
Wallenberg’s arrest, nor 
turn back the clock on the 
horrific acts Wallenberg 
fought against or those done 
to him. But that is no excuse 
for inaction.

Raoul Wallenberg 
could not save every Jew, 
and he could not end the 
Holocaust, but he did what 
all of us should do: He did 
what he could. So should 
we all. And so should the 
Russian government, which 
should provide full and 
immediate access to all 
records on Wallenberg’s 
arrest, imprisonment and 
death.

That simple, human 
decency is the very least 
the world owes Raoul 
Wallenberg.Looking Back, continued, page 11
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churchesarea

happy 
birthday!

NEED 
TO SEND A ?
   We CAN HELP!

Sending or Receiving
Only $1 for the first sheet

(each additional 50¢)

105 N. Broadway 
Lowell

616.897.9261

CALL 897-9261

HEALTH
With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 

Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

health

medical information

SON TREASURE 
ISLAND VBSFriday, July 18 6-9 pmandSaturday, July 19 

10 am - 3 pm

SON TREASURE ISLAND VBS
Calvary CRC in Lowell will be hosting

SON TREASURE ISLAND 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Son Treasure Island will create a fun and 
exciting island adventure where children 
will have a great time singing, creating 

crafts and playing games. 

We look forward 
to sharing this 

exciting event with 
the children in the 

neighborhood.

Most importantly, 
they’ll discover the 
treasure of God’s 

amazing love. 

Contact
 Calvary Christian Reformed Church 

office at 897-8841 to sign up 
or go online at www.calvarylowell.org

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
(Assembly of God)

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery
Robert Holmes, Pastor

SUNDAYS:
Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m.

“The Source” Youth: 7:00 p.m.

2275 West Main Street  • 897-7168
 Barrier Free

Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org
Rev. Jon Pickens & Pastor Phil Severn

Sun. Worship Service.............................................9:30 A.M.
Sunday School, nursery  -  adult...........................11:00 A.M.
AWANA – K-5, during school year............Wed. 6:15 - 8 P.M.
Youth Ministry – grades 6-12...............Mon. 6:30 - 8:30 P.M.

(Youth Ministry moves to Wed. during summer)

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell

9:45 A.M. .....................Sunday School
10:30 A.M............................Fellowship
11:00 A.M.................................Worship

Nursery & Children 
Worship Programs Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service..............Sunday -10:30 A.M.
(Nursery available)

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Rod Galindo
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship................10:00 A. M.
Sunday School....................11:20 A.M.
Evening Worship...................6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

402 Amity St. • 897-9820
www.stmary-lowell.com

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 10:30 AM
Saturday confessions: 3-4:30 PM

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:00 AM - 8 PM
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS - CALL PETE WIGGINS  897-7915

SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 393, EWTN FOR 24 HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

621 E. Main Street
897-5936

www.lowellumc.com
Barrier-free entrance

SUNDAY WORSHIP.................................9:30
July & August at the Riverwalk

YOUTH GROUPS (JR. & SR. HIGH).......6:00 p.m.

Rev. Brad Brillhart

JULY 16
James Stanley Smith, 

Caleb Rinard.

JULY 17
Vicki VanDerWarf, 

Ken Willmarth, Marian 
Mayou, Tom Karp.

JULY 18
Dianne Scanlon, Bette 

Phillips Haybarker, Emily 
Borton.

JULY 19
Bob Elzinga, Danielle 

Rittersdorf, Marcia Baird.

JULY 20
Cara Thaler, David 

Thaler III, Maureen 
Pawloski, Beth Berry.

JULY 21
Dara Anchors, 

Stephanie Wade, Carolyn 
Mercer, Jeff Gurney, Kelly 
Tulecki, Alexander Stiles.

JULY 22
Kelly Marie Roth, 

Laurie Fonger, Eric Shear, 
Noreen Myers, T.J. Butler.

The world wide web is 
full of helpful information 
on medical topics. Some 
of it is relevant, realistic 
and from a reliable source, 
while some of it is not. 
You must use caution when 
searching for medical 
information to make sure 
it comes from a reputable, 
doctor recommended site. 
Information obtained from 
the web can be useful 
to further understand a 
condition you may have 
been diagnosed with but 
it should never be used 
to self-diagnose your 
condition. The following 
is a list of physician 
recommended websites 
with credible, patient-
friendly information.

The American 
Academy of Family 
Practice has a website at 
www.fami lydoc tor.o rg 
which contains hundreds 
of general health-related 
topics. These topics apply 
to patients ranging from 
infants to the elderly.

The American 
Academy of Pediatrics 
has a website at www.

aap.org which contains 
information on several 
pediatric topics. Their site 
also has good information 
on pediatric development 
and milestones.

Uptodate is a web-
based information service 
that many health care 
providers subscribe to for 
a fee. It provides health 
care providers with the 
latest medical information 
on how to treat conditions. 
They also have free, patient-
oriented information at 
www.patients.uptodate.
com, which applies to 
patients young and old.

The Center for Disease 
Control is a government-
sponsored organization 
which has a site at www.cdc.
gov. This site has excellent 
information about many 
different contagious and 
noncontagious diseases and 
their prevention.

Once you have 
researched your medical 
topic, you should discuss 
your concerns and questions 
with your health care 
provider to be sure it is 
treated properly.

The Cellular Connection 
to host second annual 
backpack giveaway 
benefiting thousands of 
schoolchildren

Nation’s largest Verizon 
Premium Wireless Retailer 
donating 100,000 backpacks 
full of school supplies to 
school-aged children across 
the U.S.

Residents in Lowell are 
about to benefit from a 
national backpack giveaway 
campaign. The Cellular 
Connection (TCC), the 
largest Verizon Premium 
Wireless Retailer in the 
U.S., in a joint effort with 
its customers, announces 
today that it will be donating 
100,000 backpacks full of 
school supplies to children 
through its School Rocks 
Backpack Giveaway. Last 
year, the company donated 
60,000 backpacks.

More than 350 
participating TCC stores 
across the U.S. are inviting 
local families to bring their 
children to the store between 
noon and 2 pm on Aug. 2 
to pick up a backpack filled 
with pencils, paper, a pencil 
box, folders, glue and more. 

Annual backpack giveaway 
benefits thousands of schoolchildren

One backpack per child 
present will be given away 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis while supplies last. 
The participating store in 
Lowell is located at 11635 
E. Fulton St., Suite 100. 
Each participating TCC 
store will donate between 
75 and 300 backpacks. All 
leftover backpacks will be 
donated to local schools. 

“The backpack giveaway 
is a huge part of TCC’s 
‘Culture of Good’ 
movement that’s all about 
making a positive impact on 
employees while benefitting 
the world,” said Scott 
Moorehead, president and 
CEO of TCC. “It’s how 
our company gives back to 
every community where we 
do business, and it involves 
every employee at every 
level. We’re honored to have 
the ability to give back to 
those who need it.”

Lowell residents have also 
joined the cause. Since the 
beginning of March, TCC 
customers have been given 
the option to round their 
purchases up to the nearest 
dollar with the difference 
going directly toward the 

School Rocks Backpack 
Giveaway.

In 2013, the National 
Retail Federation predicted 
the average person with 
children in grades K-12 
would spend $86 on school 
supplies such as notebooks, 
pencils and backpacks. On 
top of that, nearly 16 million 
children in the U.S. live in 
poverty. TCC is doing its 
part to ensure that as many 
children as possible are set 
up for educational success.

To learn more about 
TCC, visit www.
e c e l l u l a r c o n n e c t i o n .

com.  Consumers can also 
find more information about 
the company at http://www.
facebook.com/tcctalk and 
www.twitter.com/tcctalk.

More information about 
the School Rocks Backpack 
Giveaway initiative is 
available on YouTube. 
Supporters of the School 
Rocks Backpack Giveaway 
are encouraged to use 
hashtag #TCCRocks on 
Instagram and Twitter to 
help spread the word.

Learn more about TCC’s 
“Culture of Good” by 
visiting www.cultureofgood.
com.
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Steven Hanson, owner of Hanson 
Real Estate Group, 8106 East 
Fulton, has been involved in the 
local community for years, but this 
year is the first time his company will 
contribute to the Pink Arrow game.

“We've been supporting Gilda's 
Club for a few years now,” Hanson 
said. “In the past, we have sponsored 
a dinner here and there, that kind of 
thing. We sponsor Little League, 
lacrosse, golfing events and different 
school events. This is the first time 
we've done anything like this with 
Pink Arrow.”

Hanson said they want to be 
involved in Pink Arrow because it's 
the way to help the most local people.

“Our goal as a company is to give 
back to the community where we do 
a lot of business and this is one way 
of achieving that,” Hanson said. “It's 
one of multiple sponsorships that we 
do, but this one impacts the most 
people.” 

They plan to provide “rally towels” 
at the game and will be revving up the 
crowd with “Griff,” the official mascot 
of the AHL’s Grand Rapids Griffins.  
The Griffins are making arrangements 
to provide a promotional code to 
residents that will direct a generous 
portion of the proceeds of hockey 
tickets sold (using the promo code) 
back to Pink Arrow.

Hanson said the rally towels will 
be sold at the game for donations to 
Pink Arrow. All the money generated 
will go directly to the cause.

Hanson Real Estate Group’s 
motivation is driven by an employee 
who is battling cancer, but Hanson 
said that everybody knows 
somebody who has been touched by 
the disease.

“Renee Grant is one of our real 

perseverance A community fighting cancer

estate professionals and has been 
fighting this disease for years,” 
Hanson said. “Whether it is someone 
you work with, someone you attend 

church with, a neighbor or a family 
member affected by cancer - 
everybody knows somebody who's 
affected by the disease.”

Hanson Real Estate Group - offering diversified services

Hanson said the Pink Arrow game 
is one of the biggest events to ever 
hit the Lowell area.

“At the game, you see everybody 

in town,” Hanson said. “Everybody is 
involved and it’s a really cool event.  
It has made the national news. The 
money that is raised for support 
services coupled with the press - 
there’s nothing like it. You can’t help 
but get involved when you see all the 
work that goes into that event. It's a 
one day event but they're working on 
it all year.”

Hanson Real Estate Group has 
had much success in Lowell.

“We do a ton of business in the 
Lowell Schools’ area,” Hanson said. 
“We specialize in residential real 

estate but we do much more. We 
consult for land-splits, we market 
subdivisions, we do some developing 
and a lot of new construction.  Our 
services are very diversified.”

Hanson said Lowell has an 
energetic real estate market.

“Home prices are on the rise in 
Lowell,” Hanson said. “There are a 
lot of people that are interested in 
moving to the area.”

Hanson said he wants to interact 
positively with the local community.

“Most of our agents either live in 
this area or are from the area, so 
we want to be involved,” Hanson 
said. “We're just trying to give back 
to the community.  We do well and 
we want to give back directly to the 
people we do business with. This is 
a good cause that affects the whole 
community.”

If you’re in the real estate market, 
Hanson Real Estate Group is on the 
web at www.hansonreg.com or you 
can call them at 682-9225.  

“Our goal as a company is to give back to the 
community where we do a lot of business and this 
is one way of achieving that. It’s one of multiple 
sponsorships that we do, but this one impacts the 
most people.” 

~ Steven Hanson

8106 Fulton East • Ada, MI 49331
Call Steve direct at 616.291.2668

9-5-14
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perseverance A community fighting cancer
Throughout July the Lowell Ledger and the Buyers Guide will highlight the stories of area cancer survivors.

 Each writer will convey, in their own words, their experiences as they walk through the many phases of their personal journey. 
~ All photos taken by Modern Photographics of Lowell

Brad Hendrick
In the past, I read stories about 

others. I never imagined that I would 
have a story of my own to share.  

In June of 2013, my life changed from 
“In the past” to now that I have cancer. 
I was diagnosed with MEN 1, Multiple 
Endocrine Neoplasia, an extremely rare 
genetic disease. My mother also had 
MEN 1. I thought, “Okay, I can do this.” 
The plan of action was the removal 
of my parathyroid glands. In the 
meantime, I had MRIs and CT Scans 
and a mass was discovered in my chest 
and my pancreas. I was shocked at this 
news. In the Past, I was rarely seen at 
a doctor’s office. Then MEN 1 came to 
live with me and my family; doctors and 
appointments became my social life.

After multiple surgeries I know that 
I (and my family) will never be without 
MEN 1. There will always be more 

appointments and doctors. I find that I 
can do this. 

In the past, I did not really know what 
wonderful family and friends I had or 
what their prayers, love and never 
ending support could mean to me. In 
the past, it never occurred to me that 
our community and the Pink Arrow 
Pride would be so personal to me. 

In the past, I may have taken 

for granted my loving, caring and 
encouraging wife Ashley. In the past, I 
might not have thought of our daughter 
Brecken and husband Alan or our two 
sons, Kyle and Justin, as the sources 
of support and strength that they have 
been. In the past, I might not have 

realized the incredible quiet joy of 
knowing my grandson Easton and his 
amazing smile that makes me so happy. 
But most of all, I’ve learned not to take 
for granted the love and grace of God, 
for without him there is nothing. 

In the past, I was alive every day. 
Now, I live every day. 

Of special note: Something good 
happens every day.  Take time to 
stop and smell the roses…I believe in 
miracles!

In the past, I was alive 
every day. Now, I live 
every day.

~ Brad Hendrick

With every member that walks 
through the door at Gilda’s Club 
Lowell; with every child we connect 
with through Lowell schools; and 
with every personal story we hear 
of a cancer or grief journey, we are 
reminded of the gift this community 
gave to us – and continues to give to 
itself - 365 days a year!

From the time Gilda’s Club Lowell 
program opened in September of 
2009, we have experienced continued 
growth in the number of children, 
adults and families that are in need of 
emotional and social support due to a 
cancer diagnosis or a death of a loved 
one from any cause. And each first 
Friday of September, with the crowd 
cheering and the sound of the “kick-
off” at the Pink Arrow game, the tough 
stuff in life seems to lessen a bit for all, 
at least for those couple of hours.

The impact of Pink Arrow doesn’t 
end with the final score at the football 
game. It doesn’t fade away as the sea 
of pink shirts disappear into the night 
waiting to reappear next year. Rather, 
the impact of what this community 

Lowell Pink Arrow Pride - 
message from Gilda's Club Lowell program

does year round to 
support Pink Arrow Pride 
and the Gilda’s Club 
Lowell program is felt by 
many individuals, of all 
ages, every day as they 
journey through some of 
life’s toughest stuff.

Gilda’s Club sends our 
thanks to each of you that 
has helped us with your 
donations of funds, time 
and talent in our mission 
to help others in finding 
their smile and laughter 
back, even in the midst of 
a cancer or grief journey.

Wendy J. Wigger, 
president, Gilda’s Club 
Grand Rapids and Gilda’s 
LaughFest

Lowell 5th grader’s 
message from in-school 
program evaluations:

• “Gilda’s Club is fun 
and amazing, and helps 
us get through tough 
times.”

• “There’s this one place that you 
can trust and it’s Gilda’s Club; if you 
have tough times just go to Gilda’s 
Club.”

• “[I learned] that there are people 
that you can talk to and it’s okay to talk 
about your feelings.”

• “If you had a blackness in your 
heart then go to Gilda’s Club. They 
can help you get the blackness out.”

• “[I learned] how to help yourself if 
you are going through some changes.”

• “[I learned] how to deal with 
problems in life.”

Lowell program quotes from our 
members about their experience at 
Gilda’s Club Lowell:

• “I love coming to supper on 
Tuesdays with the Gilda’s family. 
Great people.”

• “Very inclusive group; friendly 
fun group.”

• “Great program for people to 
come together and wonderful support.”

• “Gilda’s Club is inclusive.”
• “Support group is great and glad 

I decided to join.” 
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Lowell; with every child we connect 
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with every personal story we hear 
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reminded of the gift this community 
gave to us – and continues to give to 
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program opened in September of 
2009, we have experienced continued 
growth in the number of children, 
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emotional and social support due to a 
cancer diagnosis or a death of a loved 
one from any cause. And each first 
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off” at the Pink Arrow game, the tough 
stuff in life seems to lessen a bit for all, 
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I decided to join.” 

perseverance A community fighting cancer

Anonymous  
This Lowell area dad wishes to remain 

anonymous.

At Gilda’s Club anyone grieving death 
of a loved one can find help. I suddenly 
needed this help in 2012 when my 
twenty-two year old son, Andrew, died.  

When Andy was three, I climbed a 
tree one day to rescue him when he got 
scared. He stopped crying and laughed 
when he saw me stretched out so he 
could fall onto my stomach as though 
it was a hammock that had magically 
appeared just below him in the high 
branc hes. But when he was twenty-
two, in August 2012, Andy fell and I 
could not catch him. When I was told my 
son was dead I didn’t talk about it at all, 
to anyone, for months. Embarrassing 
tears were all that came out when caring 
friends from Impact (Church) asked, “Is 
there anything we can do to help?”

About that time, while watching the 
news, I heard about an Iraqi father. 
After his only son, a talented college 
student, was mistakenly shot and killed 
by American soldiers, he repeatedly 
screamed in Farsi for them to, “Kill 
me now!  Kill me now!” That, I think, 

is an understandable reaction to the 
pain of losing a child. The professional 
monument men (No, not the gallant 
veterans in the recent George Clooney 
movie of that title, the civilian ones 
who make cemetery gravestones in 
New York City.) say that not even the 
anguish they saw after 9-11 surpasses 
the grief they witness when they meet 
with someone that has lost a child.    

It was three months after his death that 
the toxicology report was released. An 
overdose of prescription medicine was 

determined to be the direct cause of his 
death. Legally, Andy had died of suicide. 
When I told a longtime spiritually mature 
friend over dinner at Arnie’s how Andy 
died, she said, “Then, you have two 
losses to recover from don’t you?”

“Yes, I do.” was my ‘knee-jerk’ 
response, but I still appreciate her helpful 
insight. Grief for a child is always hard, 
but to accept that my own child’s life 
ended with that kind of ‘spiritual free fall’ 
was the greater challenge I had to face. 
So unwelcome was suicide’s religious 
stigma, the Church forbade families 
from having their loved one buried in the 
church cemetery in medieval Europe.  

I found out Gilda’s Club was a 
resource available to me from Terry 
Harper, a longtime friend of my wife’s. 
She just knew that Gilda’s Club Grief 
Support group could help.   

Lowell’s Gilda’s Club was a place 
where my tears were understood. A 
place where, maybe, I wasn’t even 
crazy. A place to be encouraged and 
perhaps, even, to encourage another 
trapped in their own pain. At the 2014 
National Memorial Day ceremonies, 
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

commented, “Grief is the cost of love not 
the price of weakness.” At Gilda’s Club 
I watched the truth and compassion of 
those words brought to life. 

To me Gilda’s Club is a city of angels. 
I am deeply grateful to all the staff, 
volunteers and friends who led me and 
my wife through all this emotional pain 
to healing. They gave me the hope that 
angels were there to catch Andrew as 
he fell, too.

 

To me Gilda's Club is a city of angels. They gave 
me the hope that angels were there to catch Andrew 
as he fell, too. 

~ Anonymous

Presents
LOWELL COMMUNITY WELLNESS

PINK ARROW HEALTH FAIR
TUESDAY, JULY 29 • 10:00 - 7:00 PM

AT GILDA’S 
CLUB 
OF LOWELL

FOR EACH 
T-SHIRT SOLD 

ON 7/29/14
All WeAther SeAl

 will match $1

PLAN TO DONATE BLOOD!
Michigan Blood pledges to donate $10 to 

Gilda’s Club of Lowell for every person who 
signs in to donate at the drive. 
For Appointment: miblood.org or 

call 1.866.MIBLOOD 

Lowell Pink Arrow Pride Community Day

BLOOD DRIVE
Tuesday, July 29, 2014

AT GILDA’S CLUB 
  OF 
LOWELL

FIRST CHANCE

TO PURCHASE 

YOUR

2014 

Pink Arrow  

Force VII 

T-Shirt!

$15

PINK 
ARROW 

GAME
SEPT. 5TH

VS. Chicago 

HUBBARD!

Your shirt is 

your ticket to 

the Pink Arrow 

Game!

FIRST-TIME EVER!

Long sleeve T-Shirts 

available - $20

Cash or Checks only -
sizes 2 & 3X - $18

4 & 5X- $20

Free 

Back 

Pack

SIGNUPS

Sebastian, the family mascot.
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LUNCH & DINNER ON THE GRILL!

KID’S ACTIVITIES!

HEALTH ACTIVITIES!

FREE
FREE
FREE

PLAN TO DONATE BLOOD!
Michigan Blood pledges 

to donate $10 to Gilda’s Club 
of Lowell for every person who 
signs in to donate at the drive. 

For Appointment: 
miblood.org or 

call 1.866.MIBLOOD 

Presents
LOWELL COMMUNITY WELLNESS

PINK ARROW HEALTH FAIR
TUESDAY, JULY 29 • 10:00 - 7:00 PM

Lowell Pink Arrow Pride Community Day

BLOOD DRIVE
Tuesday, July 29, 2014

AT GILDA’S CLUB 
  OF 
LOWELL

FREE 
GIFT WITH 
PURCHASE 

OF TEES 
TODAY!
7/29/2014FIRST CHANCE

TO PURCHASE 

YOUR

2014 

Pink Arrow  

Force VII 

T-Shirt!

$15

PINK 
ARROW 

GAME
SEPT. 5TH

VS. Chicago 

HUBBARD!
314 S. Hudson • Lowell

FOR EACH 
T-SHIRT SOLD 

ON 7/29/14 - only!
All WeAther SeAl

   will match $1

Your shirt is 

your ticket to 

the Pink Arrow 

Game!

FREE
PROFESSIONALS
will be on hand for

Lowell Community 
Wellness Expo

See the CABUS!!!
FREE 

ICE CREAM
for the first 300  

then $2 - while 
quantities last!

FREE

FIRST-TIME EVER!

Long sleeve T-Shirts 

available - $20

Cash or Checks only -
sizes 2 & 3X - $18

4 & 5X- $20

Free 

Back 

Pack

SIGNUPS

Save the date
Greenridge Realty

Community Pinknic 
for Pink Arrow

Tues., Aug. 12 • 4-8 pm
1160 W. Main, Lowell

• Live Music 
• Games for the Kids

Meal Deals with 
Donations Going to 

Support Pink Arrow & 
T-shirt Sales.
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Free 
Concerts!
Thursdays 
at 7pm

June 12 —
August 21
located on the 

Riverwalk Plaza in 
Downtown Lowell

Thurs, July 24 featuring
Alive & Well 
(Classic Mix of Rock, Pop, & 
Rhythm & Blues)
A 7-person lineup playing current hits to classic rock 
to retro-funk to jazz

Presented by LowellArts! and Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce. Family Event!  Venue is 
wheelchair accessible and handicap/senior parking is available. Bleacher seating or bring your 
own folding chair. Concessions, beer, wine, and margaritas are offered on the Riverwalk Plaza.

Summer-Long 
Concert Series 
in Front of the 
Historic Lowell 

Showboat on the 
Flat River, 

with Musicians 
from Michigan 

lowellartsmi.org 
discoverlowell.org

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

As SwissLane Farm in 
Alto prepares to celebrate 
its rich agricultural history 
during their centennial 
anniversary in 2015, they 
are also looking toward the 
future with a plan to launch 
their own line of farmstead 
dairy products.

Fourth generation 
member of the farm’s 
founding Oesch family, 
Annie Link, said that the 
company's new endeavor 
has been a long time in the 
making.

"Making a product at 
the farm has been a dream 
for our family for many 
years. So it's always been 
on my radar. I even attended 
an Artisan Cheese making 
workshop at [Michigan 
State University] MSU 

SwissLane Farm to celebrate 100 years
in 2008 soon after we 
started the Dairy Discovery 
program. So it's time."

Currently SwissLane 
houses 2,000 cows, 500 
of which are milked 
robotically and sells the 
milk they draw. They also 
grow and sell wheat and soy 
beans and grow their own 
corn and hay for feed.

"We love to offer 
our community a fun and 
educational experience 
through the Dairy 
Discovery program," said 
Link who serves as the 
farm's spokesperson. "But 
now we want to give even 
more, wholesome dairy 
products that we make right 
here on the farm."

As the family begins 
to make plans for the 
product line they have 
been reaching out to the 

community for input 
through their involvement 
in local farmers’ markets.

Along with selling and 

sampling specialty cheeses 
and farm-made maple 
syrup, staff members are 
also conducting a survey 

while on site to seek advice 
from shoppers. 

"We want to know about 
our community's food needs 

and challenges and offer 
a product to meet them," 
said Link, who added that 
the response to the survey 
has been very enthusiastic. 
"Over three hundred people 
have already taken the 
twelve question[s] survey 
to help us through the 
brain-storming. People are 
really excited about local, 
healthier food."

Link says that they will 
continue to conduct surveys 
throughout the summer at the 
Lowell, Alto and Caledonia 
farmers’ markets and that 
those who participate will 
be entered into a raffle to 
win a basket filled with 
specialty food products. 
Those wishing to take the 
survey online may do so at 
www.dairydiscovery.com

SwissLane employees Annie Link and Olivia Kauffman at the Lowell 
Farmers’ Market held each Thursday during the summer season.

As announced elsewhere in these columns, angle 
parking on trunk-line highways in cities and villages, 
will be a thing of the past on and after September 29 
in accordance with a new law of the state legislature. 
Better begin practicing up on parallel parking.

 

50 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

July 16, 1964
Headline: Showboat to sail Monday. Monday night 

the Robert E. Lee will dock at the Showboat stadium 
to present its all new entertainment-filled program 
nightly until July 25.

The return of sweet water to the city of Lowell 
after months of a slight salt taste has pleased most 
of the citizens and they’ll get a chance to voice their 
approval at the special election on Monday. August 3. 
A share of the bond issue voted on then will be used 
to pay for the drilling of the new wells and to install 
permanent pump houses and connections.

This would have been the big week for King Milling 
Co. in Lowell with trucks lining the street if it had not 
rained Sunday and Monday. The wheat crop was 
ready to harvest and some fields were cut Saturday 
but most of the crop was left standing in the fields 
because of steady rains all day Monday. King Milling 
Co. expect the wheat rush to start this weekend if there 
is no more rain. Some trucks with wheat from other 
Michigan elevators that took in the grain before the 
rain was being brought in on Monday and Tuesday.

Looking Back, continued
 

25 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

July 19, 1989
After nearly 20 years on the bench. Judge Joseph 

White of the 63rd District Court will replace his gavel 
with a fishing pole in nearly seven months. Helping 
him to celebrate that occasion Saturday were three 
former acquaintances. The previous meetings the 
threesome had with Judge White have all taken place 
in his court. This meeting occurred [at a residence.] 
Judge White, a man with a degree of compassion 
and understanding, sentenced the three men (as 
youths), to nearly five years of prison for a list of 
wrongdoings which included stealing, fighting and 
drunk driving. Judge White believes sitting behind 
the bench involves more than punitive. “Many people 
make mistakes of judgment but that doesn’t always 
mean that they’re bad people. It is my job to enforce 

the law but it is also important for me to realize that 
the person standing before me is human. For 17 years 
Jimmy Hutson was the Lowell Police force. He was 
also the man who put [the threesome] before Judge 
White. “They were little squirts looking for excitement 
and change and along the way they did some things 
that were not acceptable.” “Many times a good kick 
is all they needed.” Hutson recounts the times he did 
just that prior to taking them home to their parents. 
“That’s not acceptable today. Parents won’t accept 
and people won’t accept it.”

Jim Rittersdorf was recognized for his 25 years of 
service at the Lowell Post Office recently by Lowell 
Postmaster Charlie Doyle. Rittersdorf came aboard 
in December of 1965. He’s carried for 17 years and 
clerked for nearly eight. He plans on retiring in 1990.
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ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

obituaries

8 Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults
8 Immediate Emergency Treatment
8 Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening
8 Preventive Care
8 Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired
8 Dentures (Same Day Repair)
8 Implants
8 Insurance Plans Accepted

“Gentle & Painless 
Dentistry Is Our Goal”

Accepting 
New 

Patients

Hours:
Monday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday..........9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday............8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Family Dentistry Since 1994

Judd T. Carroll D.M.D.
103 East Main • Lowell, Michigan

(616) 897-7595
www.juddcarrolldentistry.com

Gravestone 
Cleaning & Preservation

Informational Presentation
The Historic Alton Church & Alton 

Cemetery will be hosting an informational 
workshop to anyone interested in 

preservation of loved ones’ gravestones.

 in the Alton Cemetery, 
featuring biographical vignettes of the people 

represented by some of the most worn & 
weathered gravestones in the cemetery.

 Connie Doty from 
Gravestone Services Inc. cleans & repairs 

gravestones. Jeff Wilterink from Lowell Granite 
will show options for replacing stones and adding 
plaques in order to preserve information before it 

is lost.

This free event is open to everyone & is 
applicable to graves in any cemetery. 

Light refreshments will be served.

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF MICHIGAN

PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

PUBLICATION OF 
NOTICE OF HEARING

FILE NO. 14-195743-GA

In the matter of JOSEPH 
FRANCIS FONTAINE.
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS including: 
Joseph M. Fontaine 
and Marie M. Fontaine 
whose address(es) 
is/are unknown and 
whose interest in the 
matter may be barred 
or affected by the 
following:

TAKE NOTICE: A 
hearing will be held on 

07/29/2014 at 9:00 am at 
180 Ottawa Avenue NW, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
before Judge David M. 
Murkowski (P35026) for 
the following purpose:
on the petition of 
John Stafford for 
the appointment of a 
guardian for Joseph 
Francis Fontaine.

07/10/2014

John D. Flynn (P27413)
1275 Hawthorne Hills 
SE
Ada, MI 49301
616-897-6632

John Stafford
121 Franklin SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49507
616-826-5315

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF MICHIGAN

PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Decedent's Estate

FILE NO. 14-195724-DE

Estate of CLARENCE 
ERNEST KIMBERLIN. 
Date of birth: 03/12/1923.

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS: The 
decedent, Clarence 
Ernest Kimberlin, died 
06/08/2014.

Creditors of the 
decedent are notified 
that all claims against 
the estate will be 

forever barred unless 
presented to Ronald 
Kimberlin, personal 
representative or to 
both the probate court 
at 180 Ottawa Avenue 
NW, Grand Rapids, MI 
49503 and the personal 
representative within 4 
months after the date 
of publication of this 
notice.

July 9, 2014

John D. Flynn 
(P27413)
1275 Hawthorne Hills 
SE
Ada, MI 49301
616-897-6632

Ronald Kimberlin
1501 Trentwood St. 

SW
Wyoming, MI 49509

616-916-8352

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF MICHIGAN

PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Decedent's Estate

FILE NO. 14-195511-DE

Estate of DANTON 
LITSON, deceased. Date 
of birth: 08/31/1927.

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS: The 
decedent, Danton 
Litson, deceased, who 
lived at 1723 Derbyshire 
St., SE, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, died 
05/04/2014.

Creditors of the 
decedent are notified 
that all claims against 
the estate will be 
forever barred unless 

presented to David D. 
Litson, named personal 
representative or 
proposed personal 
representative or 
to both the probate 
court at 180 Ottawa 
Avenue NW, Suite 
2500, Grand Rapids, MI 
49503 and the named/
proposed personal 
representative within 4 
months after the date 
of publication of this 
notice.

July 7, 2014

Justin Michael 
(P34349)
1015 Parchment, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 
49546
616-940-9991

David D. Litson
5571 N. Meadow 

Grove, SE
Kentwood, MI 49512

616-308-4252

HUFFMAN
Daniel P. Huffman, 52, of Longmont, Colorado, passed 
away on July 11, 2014, near his favorite mountain lake. 
He is preceded in death by his father, Earl Huffman, 
and brothers, Douglas Huffman and Ladd Smith. He 
is survived by his mother, Dannette “Danni” Wingeier 
Smith; and four sisters, Carolyn Craig, Mary Huffman, 
Christine Sadler and Elizabeth Needels; and their 
families. An Army Veteran, Dan was a horse trainer 
and outdoor enthusiast. Memorials may be sent to 
International Assoc. for Prevention of Child Abuse and 
Neglect at  ipscan@ipscan.org

ROLLINS

George Gordon Rollins, 
Sr., age 77 of Lowell, 
passed away Friday, 
July 11, 2014. He was 
born in Kentucky to John 
and Cornia on Sept. 3, 
1936. He was preceded 
in death by his son 
George Gordon Rollins, 
Jr. He is survived by his 
wife of 56 years, Janet; 
his sons Scott (Rose) 
and Roger (Dawn); his 
daughters Kim (Scott) Osborne and Mary (Jeff) Harig; 
his grandchildren George (Jessica) III, Lisa (Marcel), 
Jessica (Andy), Betsy (Clay), Kevin, Kyle, Dustin, 
Ashley, Gary, Becky, Matthew, Nicholas, Mary Claire; 
six great grandchildren; brother John and sister Peggy. 
George served 17 years in the U.S. Navy and on the 
U.S.S. Forestal. Private services were held by the 
family. Memorial contributions may be made to Lowell 
Pink Arrow Pride, c/o Lowell Community Wellness, P.O. 
Box 246, Lowell MI 49331.

Everyone is talking about the Ledger! 
Get your subscription today! 897-9261

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

Steelcase chairman and 
philanthropist Peter Wege 
died Monday, July 7. He 
was 94.

Wege was famous for 
his success in business, as 
well as his huge charitable 
donations. Over the years 
he gave millions of dollars 
away to schools, healthcare 
organizations and the arts, 
including over $20 million 
to the Grand Rapids Art 
Museum.

One of Wege's 
projects was here in 
Lowell. The Wittenbach/
Wege Agriscience and 
Environmental Education 
Center at 11715 Vergennes.

Philanthropist 
Peter Wege dies at 94

“West Michigan has 
lost a great supporter of 
environmental causes, 
but I have no doubt 
that his passion for the 
environment will continue 
through his foundation,” 
said Meggan Johnson, 
the Wittenbach/Wege 
Center’s director. “We 
are very grateful for his 
support and proud to have 
his name included in the 
center's name.”

Wege, a veteran 
of World War II, had 
seven children, 17 
grandchildren and 11 
great-grandchildren.  

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

The John Paul Faiks 
Trust

Re: John Paul Faiks, 
decedent, Date of Birth 
06/23/1920.

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS: The 
decedent, John Paul 
Faiks, who lived at 
446 Nordberg, NW, 
Grand Rapids, MI, died 
07/07/2014.
Creditors of the 
decedent are notified 
that all claims 
against the deceased 

or the trust will be 
forever barred unless 
presented to Barbara 
Faiks, Trustee, 446 
Nordberg, NW, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49504, within 
4 months after the date 
of publication of this 
notice.

July 10, 2014

John D. Mitus, Attorney 
(P31244)
410 Bridge Street NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
616-774-4001

Barbara Faiks, Trustee
446 Nordberg, NW

Grand Rapids, MI 49504
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

for sale
KENMORE REFRIGERA-
TOR & STOVE SET - 
(2006), cost $900, sell 
$199 for pair. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

2000 FORD F150 P/U 
- manual, 80,900 actual 
miles, $2,500. 987-3313, 
no answer please leave 
msg.
1996 TOYOTA CAMRY - 
188,000 miles, runs good, 
great gas mileage, $1,200 
obo. Call Ken at 682-
2426.
200 APPLIANCES - Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69.  Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main St., Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. See 
us on Facebook. Delivery 
available.TFN 
A CLASSIC OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE - gives 
you an independent & self-
sufficient lifestyle but only 
if you buy before EPA rule 
on or about April 2015. Call 
today to learn more & for 
special pricing, SOS your 
“Stocking Dealer” Dutton, 
MI 616-554-8669 or 616-
915-5061.
BED & MATTRESS SET 
- queen, Sealy, $95 in-
cludes frame. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook. 
Delivery available.TFN 

TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.TFN 

FREE AD! - Place & pay  for 
a classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger 
for 3 weeks & receive the 
4th week FREE! You must 
mention the special in order 
to receive this offer. Valid 
only with new classified 
ads, and must be paid for 
when ad is placed.  Call 
897-9555.
A BED - A brand new 
queen pillowtop mattress 
set in plastic, w/warranty, 
sacrifice, $135. Call 989-
584-6818.TFN 

RECYCLING MATERIAL 
SCRAPS WANTED - to be 
used for housing insulation. 
Scraps may be dropped 
off at L4 Alterations, 216 
E. Main St, Lowell. Please 
call Judy at 897-0052 with 
questions.

WE DO BUSINESS IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING 
LAW - Equal Housing Op-
portunity. It is illegal to dis-
criminate against any per-
son because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national 
origin. In the sale or rental 
of housing or residential 
lots; in the advertising the 
sale or rental of housing, in 
the financing of housing, in 
the provision of real estate 
brokerage services and in 
the appraisal of housing. 
Anyone who feels he or 
she has been discriminated 
against may file a complaint 
of housing discrimination: 
1-800-669-9777 (toll free) 
1-800-927-9275 (TTY).

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. FREE 
All Vets Coffee Hour at the 
center the 3rd Thursday of 
each month. Bring a friend. 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.TFN 

wanted
I WANT TO BUY -  Re-
frigerator, stove, washer, 
dryer & furniture in good 
shape. Have cash. 989-
584-6818.TFN  
LANDOWNERS - Do you 
want help paying your 
taxes? Lowell resident 
looking  for hunting land 
to lease. Willing to pay 
per acre for bow & firearm 
season this fall. Honest, 
respectful & conscientous 
sportsman who’s an Eagle 
Scout that loves the out-
doors. Please call Peter at 
517-896-5935.

Coming Events

LEDGER OFFICE 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell.

Phone 897-9261 
Fax 897-4809

www.lowellledger.com
MON. - THURS. 8-5 

FRI. 8-12
Closed Sat. & Sun.

J & H FAMILY STORES/
TIM HORTONS - are now 
hiring energetic & friendly 
people to fill part-time posi-
tions at our new location at 
the corner of Lincoln Lake & 
Vergennes. Duties include 
great customer service, 
running a register, stocking, 
cleaning & food service. 
We offer flexible hours. 
Applicants must be avail-
able to work on weekends 
& holidays. Please apply at 
Lowell Mobil, 4475 Alden 
Nash, Lowell or applica-
tions may be completed 
on our website. www.myjh-
familystores.com
INSERTING CREW MEM-
BER NEEDED - Part-Time 
Thursday & Friday, hours 
are flexible, but Friday 
night from 6 p.m. to 10-11 
p.m. is required. Duties 
include:  stuffing inserts 
into the Buyers Guide and 
making local deliveries. 
You will be standing for 
long periods of time, lift-
ing 25-50 lbs. frequently & 
operating a hi-lo. Must be 
at least 18 years old with 
a clean, valid Michigan 
drivers license. Stop by 
the Buyers Guide office 
to fill out an application. 
105 N. Broadway, Low-
ell. ABSOLUTELY NO 
PHONE CALLS WILL BE 
ACCEPTED! 
NOW HIRING - and train-
ing for career positions with 
West Michigan’s leading 
real estate company. Call 
Rick Seese, Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. for a confiden-
tial interview. 616-437-2576 
or 616-974-4250.TFN

help wanted services

PLEASE NOTE  - Coming 
Events are for non-profit orga-
nizations. If you are charging 
admission for an event - it is 
considered an advertisement. 
Coming events are ran on a 
space available basis & ARE 
NOT GUARANTEED TO RUN. 
If you would like to make sure 
your event is placed in the paper, 
please call our office & place it 
as a classified ad. We will not 
run ANY Garage or Rummage 
Sales as a coming event. All 
Coming Events or changes to 
coming events should be sub-
mitted by fax: 897-4809, email: 
classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com, by mail: PO Box 128, Low-
ell, MI 49331 or in person: 105 
N. Broadway, Lowell.

PARK PARTY - July 31, 10:30 
a.m. at Scheid Park in Saranac. 
Sponsored by Saranac Public 
Library, 61 Bridge St., Saranac. 
616-642-9146.

KIDS TALK - Tuesdays 6 - 7:15 
p.m. A group for children in 
elementary school on a cancer 
or grief journey. Incorporates 
curriculum based activities, 
discussion & playtime. Gilda’s 
Club, Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S. 
Hudson, Lowell, 897-8600.

THE LOWELL BOARD OF 
EDUCATION - second Monday 
of the month at 7 p.m. in the 
Administration Building, 300 
High St., Lowell.

FLAT RIVER WATERSHED 
GROUP - Meets 3rd Monday of 
each month at the Main Street 
Inn in Lowell at 6:30 p.m. Our 
purpose is to protect, enhance 
& maintain land & water quality 
& other natural resources sur-
rounding the Flat River Water-
shed. For more information, call 
Lloyd at 676-1812. Also, “Like” 

for rent

us on Facebook at the Flat River 
Watershed Council.

LADIES SEWING CLOTHES 
TO DONATE - First Friday of the 
month, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Items are 
made from donated material & 
fabrics, clothes from newborn to 
12 years old. Items are donated 
to Blodgett Children’s Home & St. 
John’s Home. Join us to cut out 
patterns, L4 Alterations, 216 E. 
Main St., Lowell.

WOMEN FOR SOBRIETY - meets 
every Monday, 7-8 p.m. at Bowne 
Center United Methodist Church, 
fellowship hall, 12051 84th St., 
corner of Alden Nash. Call Sue 
at 868-6219 or www.womenfor-
sobriety.org

BOWNE TOWNSHIP HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY- meets the second 
Monday of the month at 10 a.m.  
in the Historical Museum at 84th/
Alden Nash.

NEEDLERS - Second & fourth 
Monday evenings, 5:30  to 8:30 
p.m. Schneider Manor Commu-
nity Room.

KNITTING - Tuesdays 6- 7:15 
p.m. Cathie Richter will be here 
to offer an instructional knitting 
class. Bring your projects & come 
& knit together. Gilda’s Club, Low-
ell Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson, 
Lowell, 897-8600.

WOMEN OF THE MOOSE - third 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. for business 
meeting.

ALTO AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY - meets the second 
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
the Alto American Legion Post.

V.F.W. POST  #8303 - meets the 
first Monday at 7 p.m. at 3116 
Alden Nash S.E.

sales
TA X E S ,  PAY R O L L , 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
-  by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
0686.TFN  

ELECTRICIAN - retired 
electrician doing small 
jobs. Reasonable rates, 
discounts for seniors. Call 
616-401-6547.
RELATIONSHIP-PRE-
MARITAL SEMINAR - 
Building a solid founda-
tion, July 22 from 6-8 p.m. 
in Lowell. Must reserve a 
spot. http: //www.lifetran-
sitions therapy.biz/ or 
616-238-2116.
BUSINESS CARDS - Be-
fore you order your cards 
from somewhere else - 
check our rates!  Call Lowell 
Litho, 897-9261.
HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN      
LAMINATING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE - Next day 
service. Drop off & pieces 
will be available by 9 a.m. 
the next day. Lowell Litho, 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell.

LOWELL SHOWBOAT GARDEN 
CLUB - meets the 3rd Monday in  
the Church of the Nazarene Fel-
lowship Hall, 211 N. Washington 
St. at 6:30 p.m. 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 102 - ev-
ery Monday, 7-8:30 p.m. during  
school year in  Scout Cabin at the 
end of N. Washington St. Ages 11 
and up or completing 5th grade.  
Call Scoutmaster Don Aversano 
at 847-571-8373 or Del Rockwell 
at 897-6814.

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
TOPS MI #372 -   every Tues-
day, weigh-ins at 5:45 p.m. Key 
Heights, 11335 Fulton, Lowell.

CUB SCOUT PACK 3188 - meets 
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, 
621 E. Main.

QUA-KE-ZIK SPORTSMANS 
CLUB -  meets second and third 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. at  8731 West 
Riverside Dr. Go to www.qua-
ke-zik.org for information. New 
members welcome.

LOWELL LIONS CLUB -   meets 
third Tuesday at noon at Lowell 
City Hall.

LOWELL AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB - meets the 2nd Saturday 
at Flat River Outreach Ministries, 
11535 E. Fulton, 9 a.m. social 
gathering; 10 a.m. meeting. LARC 
sponsors 145.27 MHz area radio 
repeater system. 

FLAT RIVER OUTREACH MIN-
ISTRIES THRIFT STORE SUM-
MER HOURS -  Wed. 10 - 8 p.m.; 
Thurs. & Fri. 10-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 
a.m. - 4 p.m. at 11535 Fulton St. 
E. Thrift Shop, 897-8260; Food 
Pantry, 897-8260; Emergency 
Services, 897-8260.

ALPHA WOMEN’S CENTER - 
517 E. Main.   Hours: Mon. 11-3 
p.m.; Tues. 12-8 p.m.; Wed. 10-3 
p.m.;  Thurs. 10-6 p.m. 987-9533. 
Diapers, formula, clothing  & free 
pregnancy testing available. 
www.awclowell.org

AVERILL HISTORICAL MU-
SEUM OF ADA -   7144 Headley, 
is open every Friday & Saturday 
1 - 4 p.m. or by appointment. 
Closed Jan. & Feb. 676-9346.

ALTO LIBRARY HOURS:  Tues. 
& Wed., 12 - 8 p.m.;  Mon. &  Sat., 
9:30-1:30  p.m.; Thurs., 1-5 p.m.  
Info., call 784-2007.

ENGLEHARDT LIBRARY 
HOURS - Mon.-Wed., noon - 8 
p.m.; Thurs. & Fri., 9:30 a.m. 
- 5 p.m.;  Sat., 9:30 a.m.  -  1:30 
p.m. 784-2007.

MOMS IN TOUCH INTERNA-
TIONAL - Thursdays, 9 a.m. 
- 10 a.m. at Friendship Country 
Chapel, 10200 Grand River 
Ave. Moms & grandmas come 
pray for our kids & schools. 
Contact Missy at 308-7920 or 
missykooistra@gmail.com with 
any questions..

LOWELL AREA PRAYER & 
HEALING ROOMS - located 
in the FROM building, 11535 
Fulton Street, most Monday 
evenings, 6-8 p.m. Christian 
Scripture based. No cost or 
fees, no appointment necessary, 
confidentiality respected.

ALTO FARMERS MARKET 
- Every Saturday 10 a.m. - 1 
p.m. thru September. Veterans 
Memorial Park, downtown Alto 
(at the corner of Linfield & Kirby). 
Seasonal produce, baked goods, 
arts & crafts, fresh eggs, garden 
plants & more! If you’d like to be 
a vendor, please call Lyndsay 
Grummet at 868-6607.

sales

services

GARAGE/POLE BARN 
SALE - Clothing, house-
hold & kitchen items, nice 
jewelry, books, collectibles, 
antiques, art & bird houses. 
Thurs., July 17 & Fri., July 
18, 9-5; Sat., July 19, 9-1. 
12279 60th St., Alto.
5 FAMILY SALE - July 18 & 
19, 8 to 6, 11595 Drew Rd. 
(64th St.) halfway between 
Alto & Clarksville. Clothes, 
infant to plus size; printers, 
vacuums, cloth diapers, 
captains bed, sports equip-
ment, fabric, household, 
man stuff, car parts. No 
early sales.

FORD TRACTOR REPAIR 
- on older Fords. Mobile 
service. Can supply the 
parts. Ph. 517-731-1198. 
L.M. Experienced.

NEED  A  DUMP-
STER? - 14 to 20 
yards available. Ga-
rage, attic, house-
hold cleanup, roof-
ing, trash, junk etc. 
Dependable service 
& affordable prices. 
Call for free esti-
mates. Contact Doug 
616-295-6640.TFN

SHIP YOUR UPS PACK-
AGES WITH US & SAVE!! 
- Call us for a price compari-
son. We will need: weight, 
zip code & dimensions of 
the box. No Hazardous ma-
terials or firearms accepted 
at this location. Daily UPS 
pickup at  3  p.m. Lowell 
Ledger, 105 N. Broadway, 
897-9261.
JIM’S POWER WASHING 
- Dirt, spores, mildew 
washed away. Call today, 
616-915-1745.
STICKNEY ROOFING 
- Licensed & insured, free 
estimates. 10% senior 
discount. Call Jamie at 
897-4369.

GARAGE SALE - July 17 
& 18, 9-4, 11440 Bluewater 
Hwy (2 mi. E. of Lowell) 
Variety clothes, wicker 
furniture, excercise equip., 
weight machine, toddler 
bed, books & misc.

memorials
In loving memory of 
our son & brother 

MARK TAYLOR KROPF 
July 21, 1965 - 
June 18, 1970 

He shall not grow old, as we 
that are left grow old; 
Age shall not worry him, not 
the years condemn, 
At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning. 
We will remember him.

 Your family

services
FORD TRACTOR REPAIR 
- on older Fords. Mobile 
service. Can supply the 
parts. Ph. 517-731-1198. 
L.M. Experienced.
NEED A DUMPSTER - 
Want great service? 10 
- 15- 20 & 30 yards. Same 
day delivery. Best prices. 
Mention this ad & save $10. 
Call Greg  616-915-0506.
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JULY 9 - JULY 15

CITY OF 
LOWELL

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with Section 4.9 of the City 
Charter, when a Council vacancy occurs in mid-
term, the City Council shall appoint a person 
until the Monday following the next regular City 
Election.  The City is seeking letters of interest 
for this Council position.  City residents who are 
registered to vote in the City and are interested 
in serving on the City council should submit a 
letter of interest to the City Clerk, Lowell City 
Hall, 301 East Main Street, Lowell, MI  49331 
by 12 noon on Friday, July 25, 2014.

Betty R. Morlock 
City Clerk

5256 Belding Road • Belding

616.794.5041

BIRD BERRY FARM
BLUEBERRIES

Pick-Your-Own and Ready Picked 
2 1/2 Miles East of Belding on M-44

Sometimes we close for ripening so please call before coming to make sure we’re open.
Mon. - Fri. 8 aM -7 pM • Sat. 8 aM - 4 pM • CloSed Sun. 

•	 Sgt.	 Bowe	 Bergdahl	 will	 take	 a	 desk	 job	 at	
Army	post	in	Texas.

•	 Costa	Concordia:	Wrecked	cruise	ship	floating	
again.	 Investigators	 hope	 to	 find	 the	 one	
missing	victim.

•	 Germany	kicks	out	CIA	station	chief	after	U.S.	
continues	to	spy	on	German	officials.

•	 Free	 agent	 Lebron	 James	 announced	 his	
plans	 to	 return	 home	 and	 play	 for	Cleveland	
Cavaliers.

•	 In	World	Cup	finals	Germany	battled	 through	
90-plus	minutes	to	win	1-0	over	Argentina.

•	 In	 a	 recent	 You/Gov	 poll	 two-thirds	 of	
republicans	think	impeaching	Obama	would	be	
justified.

•	 Citigroup	will	pay	$7	billion	to	end	department	
of	Justice	mortgage	investigation.

outdoors
Dave Stegehuisoverlooked

A friend was 
recounting a float trip down 
a stretch of the Grand River. 
He and his partner spent 
a day leisurely drifting 
downstream while casually 
fishing along the way. 
The pair were pleasantly 
surprised by the natural 
beauty and abundance of 
wildlife. Fish were caught 
as well. This tranquil 
adventure happened during 
what was a very busy and 
loud 4th of July weekend at 
more popular recreational 
venues, but they never 
encountered another 
human.

This kind of unique 
experience is possible 
in many areas around 
Michigan. What makes 
Michigan different from 
other states is that there 
is more public access to 
rivers, streams, lakes, and 
forests including a vast 
network of trails for cross 
country skiing, biking, 
hiking, ATV riding, and 
snowmobiling. It is not 
necessary to travel long 
distances to have a quality 
outdoor experience.

Whatever your 
outdoor interest, there are 
opportunities which are 
overlooked by the majority 
of people. It is a matter of 
doing some investigating to 

locate that special place for 
you. Detailed maps found 
on paper or on line can 
reveal possible places of 
interest to explore. Another 
source of information is the 
local small town chamber 
of commerce. The chamber 
office is often staffed by a 
retired person volunteering 
their time and can provide 
excellent advice because 
they have spent most or all 
of their life in the area and 
know all the special spots.

Getting off the beaten 
path and away from the 
crowds may not always lead 
to spectacular destinations 
because those places have 
already been discovered and 
advertised. Everyone knows 
about it and will already 
be there when you arrive. 
Especially when visiting 
popular sites out of state, 
skip the tour bus and grab 
a map or GPS and head for 
the hills.

There are no guarantees 
when striking out on your 
own, but once and a while 
one will have a unique 
experience that will be 
remembered and the story 
retold for years to come. 
So fire up your sense of 
adventure and seek out 
those overlooked places and 
you may also be surprised 
by what you find. 

along
 main 
  street

Feel free to send your event information to the Ledger for Along 
Main St. All submission requests for Along Main St. are subject to space 
limitations. The Ledger makes no assurances that they will appear in 
print.  To ensure that an event notification will appear in the Ledger, it 
is best to  place a paid advertisement. All efforts will be made to place 
suitable items in the Along Main St. column but they are printed at the 
discretion of the publisher. For profit events, church services, yard sales 
and the like, will not appear in this column.

FROM VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION
Volunteer orientation at Flat River Outreach Ministries 

(FROM) will be Thurs., July 17 at 1 pm. Please call 897-
8260 for additional information.

GRAVESTONE CLEANING AND PRESERVATION
The Historic Alton Church and Alton Cemetery will 

be hosting an informational workshop Tues., July 22 to 
anyone interested in preserving a loved one’s gravestone.  
A cemetery walk in the Alton Cemetery will begin at 6 pm, 
followed by presentations by Connie Doty of Gravestone 
Services Inc. and Jeff Wilterink of Lowell Granite at 7 pm. 
This free event is open to everyone. 

PIONEER ACTIVITIES WORKSHOP
Looking for an exciting day camp this summer? 

The Lowell Area Historical Museum presents a Pioneer 
Activities Workshop. Participants can pick two of four 
activities: Pioneer Farming, Putting By/Making Jam, 
Cooking in a Dutch Oven, Old Fashioned Toy Making. 
All Participants will also learn the Virginia Reel and have 
a chance to dance to a fiddle. This year’s workshop will 
be held at Heidi’s Farmstand, July 24, 9 am-2 pm. Ages 
5-100. Call 616-897-7688 or visit www.lowellmuseum.org 
to register. Registration required. 

YOUTH THEATER
Summer Youth Theater opportunity for students ages 

seven to 18 in August. Register now for the LowellArts! 
Beginning Theater class and production of The Adventures 
of Peter Rabbit and His Friends. Everyone will get cast in 
the show. For more info go to www.lowellartsmi.org or call 
897-8545.

FREE CONCERT
The Birdsongs will be performing live on Sun., Aug. 3, 

6-8 pm at the Lowell Showboat. 

PHOTOGRAPHY WALK
F.A.R.M. Photography Walk offered by LowellArts! 

Discover the beauty of farms with photographer Dianne 
Carroll Burdick. Walk through the Kent County Youth Fair 
and the grounds of an area farm and learn tips and tricks 
to improve your photography skills. Sun., Aug. 3, 1-5 pm. 
For more info and to sign up go to www.lowellartsmi.org 
or call 897-8545.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
ACCURACY TEST OF THE 

OPTICAL SCAN TABULATING 
EQUIPMENT

FOR THE AUGUST 5, 2014
PRIMARY ELECTION

Notice is hereby given that the public 
accuracy test of the Optical Scan 
Tabulating Equipment for the August 5, 
2014 Primary Election will be conducted 
on Friday, July 18, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. at 
the Lowell City Hall, Council Chambers, 
Second Floor, 301 East Main Street, 
Lowell.

Susan Ullery
Deputy City Clerk

FAXING
SENDING OR RECEIVING

$1.00 first sheet - 
50¢ additional sheet

Buyers Guide
105 N. Broadway, Lowell • 897-9555
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go to

Riverwalk, continued
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THANK YOU TO THE COMMUNITY FOR ANOTHER GREAT YEAR! 
Special thanks to all of the businesses indicated in red that collected non-perishable 

food items. 
 

TEAM MANAGERS 
ALLEN EDWIN HOMES • ALTO LIONS CLUB • B.C. PIZZA • CANFIELD PLUMBING & HEATING •ENWORK •  

KING MILLING CO. • LOWELL LEDGER/BUYERS GUIDE/LOWELL LITHO •  
LOWELL LIGHT & POWER • MEIJER • RED CREEK WASTE  SERVICES •  

RIVER VALLEY CREDIT UNION • TIMPSON TRANSPORT INC.   
 

TEAM COACHES  
ATTWOOD • BERNARD’S ACE HARDWARE • COMMON CENTS RARE COINS •  

CURTIS LAUNDRY AND DRY CLEANERS •  
GREENRIDGE REALTY, INC. • HOOPER PRINTING • METRIC MANUFACTURING CO •  

PORTLAND FEDERAL CREDIT UNION  
  

TEAM TRAINERS 
Alto Bar • Alto Marathon ● Bieri Auto Body • Builders Fireplace Co. • Chimera Design, LLC  • Dery Physical Therapy Services • 

Edward Jones • Elite Auto Body • Farm Bureau Insurance, Mike Curtis Agent • Great Clips • Grand Volute Ballrooms •  
Ice Cream Caboose • J & H Family Stores • James E. Reagan DDS • JB Harrison Ins. Agency • Judd T. Carroll DMD, PLC • 

Koffee Klatsch •  Lowell Granite Company • Lowell Rotary Club •  Lowell Women’s Club • McPherson Lean Partners •  
Modern Photographics • Optec, Inc. • Yonker Fischer Ventures, LLC  

 

TEAM CAPTAINS  
Ada-Lowell 5 ● Addorio Technologies • Advanced Eye Care Professionals ● Alto Beauty Shop ● Arctic Inc. Heating & Cooling • 

Ball’s Softee Cream • Birchwood Gardens •  Deer Run Golf Club ● Dependable LP Gas Co. •  
Dollar General • Fifth-Third Bank • Firstbank of W. Michigan • Flat River Grill ● Fry Daddy’s ● Fuller Septic •  

Glass House Designs ● Grand Chrysler Dodge Jeep ● Grand River Orthodontics •  
Grand River Veterinary Hospital • Harold Zeigler Ford ● Heidi’s Farmstand • L.A. Trim • Larkin’s Restaurant ●  

Lowell Historical Museum ● Lowell Family Chiropractic ● Mynt Fusion Bistro • Noreen K. Myers, Attorney at Law •  
Pauly’s Beer,Wine & Spirits • Phase 2 Financial Group • Quality Express ● Rookies Sportscards Plus •  

Showboat Automotive ● SNAP Fitness ● Sneakers ● Springrove Variety ● Vergennes Co Operative Club • Walgreens •  
William Wheeler CPA  

11535 Fulton St. East 
897-8260 

www.fromlowell.com 
www.facebook.com/fromlowell 

 F.R.O.M. FOOD FIGHT  
EACH DOLLAR OR FOOD ITEM DONATED  

COUNTS AS ONE POINT 

 1 2 3 4 TOTAL 

NORTH 6,133 5,176 2,150 3,974 17,433 

SOUTH 7,162 3,414 2,258 7,708 20,542 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE INDIVIDUALS WHO SUPPORT FOOD FIGHT! 

Don Anderson  Ardis Barber  Susan Behnke  Thomas Bezinque  Joseph & Mary Bommarito  Linda 
Brooks  Lance Bryan  Steve Carlson  Karen Corbett  Michael Curtis  Bethny Dean  Don & Barb 

DenBoer   Dan & Linda DesJarden  Brian & Cheryl Doyle  Patrick & Katie Doyle  Steve Fleming  Kevin 
Gerard  Dave Gringhuis  Margaret Hoats  Kim Hunter  Gloria Jackson  Warren Johnson  Diane 

Kleczynski  Robert Kline  Barry & Darlene Latham   Linda Lesage  Kim Lum M.T. MacGregor Gerald 
& Doris Magle  Carol Mandle  Alice Monks  Lois Pearce  Fred Ray  Phil Rice  Patricia Rupp  Rick & 

Jodie Seese  Dave & Jan Thompson  Ella Thompson  Kurt & Denise Tornga  Ronald Totten  Joyce 
VanDyke Jim & Peg VanStee  William & Diane Wieland  Cliff Yankovich  

WINNERS! 
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