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Daylight 
Saving 

Time 
begins 

this 
Sunday, 
March 9 
at 2 am! 

spring can't be 
too far behind...

can it?

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

LaughFest returns to 
Lowell this weekend with 
a performance by former 
'Blue Collar Comedy' star 
P.J. Walsh at Lowell High 
School Performing Arts 
Center on Saturday, March 
8 at 7 pm.

The all-star comedy 
event LaughFest, now 
in its fourth year, is a 
benefit for Gilda's Club, 
an organization dedicated 
to supporting people with 
cancer.

Walsh, a native of 
Brewster, New York; has 
been doing comedy for over 
20 years. He has toured 

Laughfest comes to Lowell this weekend
with folks like Bill Engvall, 
Larry the Cable Guy, Ron 
White, and Jeff Foxworthy. 
He's performed all over the 
world, had his own show on 
Sirius Satellite Radio and 
had a small part in a movie 
called “Delta Farce.” 

Walsh got his start 
in comedy when he was 
a young man in the navy 
working on Bill Clinton's 
teeth.

“First time on stage 
was Bethesda, Maryland; 
when I was stationed at the 

Bethesda Naval Hospital,” 
Walsh said. “My navy 
buddies got me on stage. I 
was actually working at the 

White House at the time. 
I was the primary dental 
technician for the first and 
second families, the White 
House and for all the troops 
at Camp David and for 
President Clinton. That was 
a pretty wild time. I look 
back at that and I'm like, 
'What? Really? They let 
me in a room with sharp, 
metal instruments and 
the president? All right!' 
I don't know how I ever 
worked with mouths, to 
be honest with you. I look 
back... It's been a very long 
time. Sometimes I look at 
someone's mouth and I'm 
like, 'Really? I did that? 
Like, at the highest level? 
For real? Mouths?' I was in 
the navy for five and a half 
years. Great experience, 
loved it. I joined the day 
after I graduated high 
school, June 1990. Then I 

was in navy boot camp for 
about a month when Iraq 
invaded Kuwait and I was 
like, 'Yeah! Why wouldn't 
there be a war now? There's 
been no war since Vietnam, 
my entire life. I join, we're 
going to war.' So I ended 
up going to field medical 
school with the marines 
after I trained as a dental 

technician. I was trained as 
a field medic and I was with 
the marines for three years 
and was on a ship with them 
in the Persian Gulf for six 
months. That's why I'm very 
passionate about performing 
for the troops.”

Walsh spends a great 
deal of time overseas 
performing for our troops.

“On February 26 I 
get to go on another trip 
overseas,” Walsh said. “I 
do it yearly. For years I 
was with a group called 
'Comics on Duty,' but this 
trip I'm going with a group 
called 'G.I.s of Comedy,' 
which [is] all comprised 
of military veterans. Every 
comic on the stage is a 
veteran themself. It's very 
fun because the stage is 
just full of veterans. There's 

Comedien P.J. 
Walsh will perform 
this Saturday. Tickets 
are available at 
Cousins' Hallmark on 
Main Street.

Laughfest in Lowell, 
continued, page 7

“And this will be a clean show. I like all 
comedy, but my rule of thumb is, I don't talk 
about anything that would upset my sisters."

~ P.J. Walsh

The Fallasburg Historical 
Society’s (FHS) Tower Barn 
preservation work, in part 
funded by a Lowell Cable 
TV grant, has earned the 
recognition of the Michigan 
Barn Preservation Network 
(MBPN). The Tower Barn 

has been named “Barn of 
the Year” for 2014 in the 
“Non-profit Agricultural or 
Adaptive Use” category. 
Lowell residents and 
longtime FHS board 
members, Ed and Doris 
Roth, will attend the MBPN 

Awards Banquet in Lansing 
on Friday, March 7, to 
accept the award on behalf 
of FHS.

The barn is located across 
the Fallasburg Covered 
Bridge on Covered Bridge 
Road NE.

Tower Barn is “Barn of the Year”

by Justin Tiemeyer
contributing reporter 

On Saturday, March 
22, the Lowell area 
celebrates the 18th annual 
Lowell Community Expo, 
which allows businesses, 
churches and schools, an 
opportunity to showcase 
their organizations.

Josh Bruwer is the 
chairman for this year’s 
expo. As the general 
manager of Arrowhead Golf 
Course, Bruwer has been to 
a great deal of expos and 
trade shows in his career. 
With the help of his wife 
Kristen and chamber of 
commerce director Liz 
Baker, Bruwer feels certain 
that this year’s expo will 
bring a lot of excitement 
into Lowell commerce.

The community expo 
is executive produced by 
the Lowell Area Chamber 
of Commerce, Lowell 
Area Schools and Harding 
Enterprises. Touting 
over 150 businesses and 
organizations, food and 
beverages, giveaways and 
entertainment throughout 
the day, Bruwer is certain 
that the event will be a 
great time for the people of 
Lowell.

Expo to feature 
a prize-packed 
game show

“It’s one of the biggest 
in the area,” Bruwer said. “It 
is also one of the oldest.”

Regarding the 
programming, Bruwer said, 
“We’re changing it up a 
little bit.”

Bruwer is debuting the 
first ever “Next Place to 
Be” game show. Modeled 
after the hit CBS program 
“The Price is Right,” 
made famous by spayed 
or neutered activist Bob 
Barker, the game show will 
allow people to compete in 
business-sponsored events 
for significant prizes. 
Among other games, Arctic 
Heating and Cooling will 
host the infamous Plinko 
competition with over $300 
in furnace and insulation 
services going to the winner.

The game show will 
take place near the end of 
the expo. Bruwer hopes the 
programming will spread 
the excitement throughout 
the length of the event.

Comprenew will also 
be present at the expo from 
9 am to 2 pm making their 
recycling trailer available 
for disposal of electronic 

Expo, continued, 
page 2

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

The regular city council 
meeting at city hall on 
Monday, March 3, lasted 35 
minutes and was attended 
by eight residents, none of 
who addressed the council 
during the opportunity for 
public comment.

The council discussed 
the city's “strategic plan” 
for over ten minutes. The 
“strategic plan” is a broad 

outline that will be used 
to achieve a list of goals 
the city intends to set for 
itself. Upon its finalization, 
citizens will be able to read 
the “strategic plan” and 
chart the city's progress on 
the city's website, http://
www.c i . l owe l l .m i . u s / . 
Print copies will be made 
available at city hall.

Councilperson Jeff 
Altoft brought up Don 

DeJong, a city employee in 
the public works department 
who has been digging graves 
by hand because the city 
does not own a backhoe.

“I don't think that... 
he might [not] have all the 
safety equipment he needs 
to do that by hand in this day 
and age,” Altoft said.

Council reviews strategic plan and 
sexton’s dilemma, then goes into closed 
session to further discuss union negotiations

City council meeting, 
continued, page 2
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At Your 
Local 

Library

Kent District Library programs at Englehardt Branch, 
200 N. Monroe St. For additional information call 616-784-
2007.

•••
But i t  does me no 

injury for my neighbor 
to say there are twenty 

gods or no God.
~ Thomas Jefferson

2014 BOARD OF REVIEW NOTICE
Lowell Charter Township

2910 Alden Nash Ave SE
Lowell, Mi.  49331

2014 BOARD OF REVIEW MEETING SCHEDULE
The Lowell Township Board of Review for 2014 

will be held at the Lowell Township Hall,
2910 Alden Nash Ave SE, on the following dates:

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 at 10 a.m. - Organizational Meeting

Monday, March 10, 2014
9:00 a.m. to 12 noon & 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. &

Thursday, March 13, 2014
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

The Board of Review will meet as many more days as deemed 
necessary to hear questions,protests, and to equalize the 2014 

assessments.  By board resolution, residents are
allowed to protest by letter, provided protest letter 

is received prior to March 13, 2014.

The tentative ratios and the estimated multipliers for each class
of real property and personal property for 2013 are as follows:

 Agricultural ................... 47.01 .....................1.0636
 Commercial .................. 50.76 .....................0.9850
 Residential ................... 48.37 .....................1.0336
 Industrial ....................... 51.25 ....................... .9756
 Personal ....................... 50.00 .....................1.0000

American with Disabilities (ADA) Notice
The Township will provide necessary reasonable 

services to individuals with disabilities at the
Board of Review meetings upon 2 days notice.

Contact: Supervisor Jerry Hale, 2910 Alden Nash Ave SE
616-897-7600

Board of Review Members, Barbara Tremblay, 
Lisa Reed & James Foerch.

Jerry Hale, Township Supervisor, Secretary of Board of Review.

waste. This service is 
important to the Lowell 
community because of the 
harmful toxins that can leak 
into soil and water when 
what is termed “e-waste” 
is placed in landfills. Those 
wondering what types 
of items can be recycled 

CRAFTS AROUND 
THE WORLD WORKSHOP

The Lowell Area Historical Museum presents Crafts around 
the World. Join the fun, for ages 8-14, on March 8, 9:15-
10:45 am or 11-12:30 pm at the Wittenbach/Wege Center, 
11715 Vergennes. Explore two different cultures. Learn to 
make your own Jamaican gourd bowls and/or Australian 
Aboriginal masks and boomerangs. Contact the museum to 
register at 897-7688 or history@lowellmuseum.org

 SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

Lowell High School seniors, General Local Scholarship 
Applications are available in the Student Services Center. To 
be fair to all students, applications will not be accepted after 
3:00 pm on Friday, March 14. Don’t forget to include two 
letters of recommendation, transcript and personal statement. 
For more information please call Mrs. Nauta at 987-2913.

HISTORY OF ANNA BISSELL
Enjoy an afternoon tea discussing Anna Sutherland 

Bissell, a turn-of-the-20th-Century Grand Rapids 
businesswoman, at the Lowell Township Hall (2910 Alden 
Nash Road). Sponsored by the Friends of the Englehardt 
Library and the Lowell Area Historical Museum. For adults. 
Tuesday, March 11, 2:00 pm.

Expo, continued
can rest assured that most 
items with a cord or battery 
will be accepted. For the 
security savvy, Comprenew 
guarantees security of all 
computer hard drives.

Bruwer notes that the 
weather could be a wild 
card in the success of the 

expo, but admits that snowy, 
cold or icy conditions 
might actually work to the 
event’s benefit. After all, 
the better the weather, the 
more people will want to 
be outside instead. The 
Lowell Community Expo 
could very well serve as an 

entertaining escape from the 
cold.

“We’re looking forward 
to a big turnout,” Bruwer 
said. “It is really a great time 
for customers looking for a 
place to do business.”

The Lowell Area 
Community Expo takes 
place from 9 am to 3 pm 
on Saturday, March 22 

at Lowell High School. 
Admission and parking, as 
always, is free to the public.

“It came to my attention 
that the cemetery sexton 
[Don DeJong] was digging 
graves by hand,” said city 
manager Mark Howe. “That 
was his choice. I think part 
of it was because he didn't 
want to use the light and 
power backhoe because it's 
cold to drive it down there. 
I've thrown up the option 
that we could rent one, if 
we needed to rent one, from 
some other place. But in the 
meantime he was up there 
digging graves. We've asked 

City council 
meeting, continued

him to not do that anymore 
and if we need to rent one, 
we'll rent one.”

Todd R. Cooper was 
appointed to the historical 
commission.

The meeting went 
into a closed session to 
discuss union negotiations. 
Councilperson Chris 
Schwab was alone in voting 
against the closed session.

The next city council 
meeting will be at city hall 
at 7 pm on Monday, March 
17.

Beyblades – 
Test your skills and have fun competing in KDL’s 

Beyblade Battles! Bring your own Beyblades and arenas, or 
train and compete using the library’s equipment. For ages 6 
and older. Wed., March 26 at 6:30 pm.
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VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF 
MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW

The Vergennes Township March 
Board of Review will meet at the 

Vergennes Township Hall, located at the 
corner of Bailey Dr. and Parnell Rd NE, 

on the following days and times:

MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2014
3 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

and
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2014

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
for the purpose of reviewing the 
tax roll and hearing all claims.

You may appeal your assessed 
valuation one of two ways:

To appear at the Board of Review, 
call on Monday or Wednesday from 
     9 a.m. to 3 p.m., (616) 897-5671, 

to schedule an appointment.

OR

    2.)  By * letter addressed to:          
Vergennes Township/Assessor  

10831 Bailey Dr.
P.O. Box 208

    Lowell  MI  49331

*Letters must be received 
before March 7, 2014

Mari C. Stone
Vergennes Township Clerk

Family Dentistry of Lowell

WWW.FAMILYDENTISTRYOFLOWELL.COMJENNIFER BYRD, D.D.S.  |  ANN WILSON, D.D.S. 

As dentists, we know that oral health is the key to 
better health, and it all starts here at Family Dentistry 
of Lowell.

We provide the traditional dental services you would 
expect plus the health care extras that set us
apart, such as blood pressure screenings and 
nutritional counseling. 

We even make customized sleep appliances that 
help reduce snoring.

Experience better health through dentistry.

BeTTer hEALTh STArTS 
AT

hERE
FAMILY DENTISTRY OF LOWELL

616-897-4835 

147 NORTh CENTER STREET, LOWELL 

Submitted by:  
Melissa Eldridge, 
Ionia Conservation District 

There’s one week left 
to submit writing contest 
entries! The Go Green 
Youth Challenge (GGYC) 
Creative Writing contest 
seeks to engage students by 
getting them to explore their 
imaginations. K-12 students 
are eligible to submit a short 
creative writing piece of any 
type to express what they 
think it would be like “If 
Trees Could Talk.” There 
are three age categories and 
first-, second- and third-
place prizes will be awarded 
for each. Entries must be 
postmarked by March 10.

In addition to the 
writing contest, the GGYC 
features a fundraiser 
challenge. The GGYC 
fundraiser challenges 
students to raise money to 

If Trees Could Talk
Writing contest March 10 deadline approaches

plant trees in Michigan. 
The individual, classroom 
or club who raises the 
most money will win a tree 
planting of their own, an 
invitation to the State Arbor 
Day Celebration in Lansing 
and other assorted prizes. 
All money raised will go 
directly toward funding 
community tree plantings 
and statewide outreach 
efforts. GGYC fundraiser 

entries must be submitted 
by March 31.

GGYC celebrates 
all that trees give us by 
engaging Michigan’s youth 
in community development 
and service-learning 
through a friendly, statewide 
competition. Details, rules 
and entry forms on both of 
these contests can be found 
at www.miarbordayalliance.
com. 

If you have any 
questions you can email 
miarborday@gmail.com or 
call (517) 543-5848 ext. 5.

This contest is being 
held in partnership with the 
Ionia Conservation District.  
For more information, 
please contact us at 616-
527-2620 ext. 101 or www.
ioniacd.org

Six teams from Lowell 
Area Schools met recently 
at Cherry Creek Elementary 
to show off their creativity 
in a dress rehearsal for their 
upcoming competition. The 
Lowell teams will travel to 
Greenville Middle School 
on Saturday, March 8, for 
the Region 13 Odyssey of 
the Mind competition.  

The teams will perform 
a long-term performance 
that they have been working 
on since October. Their 
long-term performances 

Lowell Odyssey of the Mind teams prepare for competition

The Driver’s Test team from Murray 
Lake perform their long-term skit. Pictured, 
from left to right:  Ryan Goggins, Ramsey 
Ponchaud, Max Stoner and Carter Peel.

include: a team-built vehicle 
where a student driver 
attempts to complete tasks in 
order to pass a driver’s test, 
a not-so-haunted house with 
special effects, a prehistoric 
art festival and a structure 
built using only balsa wood 
and glue that will balance 
and support as much weight 
as possible. On the day of 
competition, the teams will 
also be judged on how well 
they solve a spontaneous 
problem. 

“Beware the Ides of 
March,” said the soothsayer 
to Caesar in William 
Shakespeare’s play, Julius 
Caesar. We at Social 
Security recommend you 
beware not only the Ides of 
March, but every day- and 
every time-you go on the 
Internet. Identity theft and 
cyber-crimes are among the 
fastest-growing crimes in 
America.

Today’s savvy thieves 
have added identity to the 

Beware the Ides of March (and everyday)
list of things they can rob. 
Their targets are people who 
use the Internet, and by the 
time you realize you’ve been 
robbed, Brutus may already 
have done his damage and 
escaped.

“Et tu, Brute?” Caesar 
said as his good friend 
Brutus betrayed him. 
Even webpages and online 
sources that appear friendly 
and trustworthy could be 
plotting against you. This 
is why you should protect 

your personally identifiable 
information, such as your 
Social Security number, 
date of birth and mother’s 
maiden name. Never give 
this information out in an 
email or fill it in on a website 
asking for it, unless you are 
absolutely sure that you 
know and trust the source. 
And even then, be cautious.

That said, if you 
conduct business on www.
socialsecurity.gov, there 
is no need to worry. Our 

online transactions are 
secure and convenient. You 
are protected when you are 
on our website.

If you think you’ve 
been the victim of an 
online Brutus, you should 
contact the Federal Trade 
Commission at www.ftc.
gov/identifytheft. Or you 
can call 1-866-653-4261.

Treat every day as 
though it’s the Ides of 
March, unless you’re in a 

secure place that you trust, 
like www.socialsecurity.
gov. After all, on the Ides of 
March and every day of the 
year, Security is our middle 
name-literally.

Learn more about 
identity by reading our 
online publication, Identity 
Theft and Your Social 
Security Number, available 

at www.socialsecurity.gov/
pubs.

Vonda VanTil is the 
public affairs specialist for 
West Michigan. You can 
write her c/o Social Security 
Administration, 3045 Knapp 
St NE, Grand Rapids, MI 
49525 or via email at vonda.
vantil@ssa.gov  
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YOUR BUSINESS
 COULD BE HERE!

SAVE $$$$$
ADVERTISING IN THIS SPACE!!!

business   
  directory

thelowellledger.com
Check us out online ...

Make us your homepage!

Christopher C. Godbold

financial
focus $

TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 897-9261

BILL WHEELER

MICHIGAN

103 Riverside Dr. 
Lowell, Michigan 

49331
616-897-7711

1

209 E. Main St.
Lowell, MI  49331

RICH CURTIS
(616) 897-5686

In-Home Appliance Repair

350 North Center Street
Lowell, Michigan

616-897-8473 or 
616.292.1031

www.laurelsofkent.com

• Rehab Services • Respite Stays 
• Long Term Care • Pallitive  Care

Able to admit 24/7

6095 28th Street, Grand Rapids

616-940-8181

Your local agent insures your

Mark Johnson
mjohnso@fbinsmi.com

Kristin Johnson
kjohnson@fbinsmi.com

MarkJohnsonAgency.com

616-940-1151

On March 8, we observe 
International Women’s Day, 
a celebration of women’s 
economic, political and 
social achievements. Yet 
women everywhere still 
face challenges — and here 
in the United States, one of 
their biggest challenges may 
be to gain the resources they 
need to enjoy a comfortable 
retirement. So, if you’re a 
woman, what steps should 
you take to make progress 
toward this goal?  

Your first move should 
be to recognize some of the 
potential barriers to attaining 
your financial freedom. First 
of all, a “wage gap” between 
women and men still exists: 
The median earnings of full-
time female workers are 
77 percent of the median 
earnings of full-time male 
workers, according to 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. Also, women 
drop out of the workforce 
for an average of 12 years 
to care for young children or 
aging parents, according to 
the Older Women’s League, 

Smart financial moves for women

a research and advocacy 
group — and this time away 
from the workforce results 
in women receiving lower 
pensions or accumulating 
much less money in their 
e m p l o y e r - s p o n s o r e d 
retirement plans.

To give yourself the 
opportunity to enjoy a 
comfortable retirement 
lifestyle, consider these 
suggestions:  

• Boost your 
retirement plan 
contributions. Each year, 
put in as much as you can 
afford to your traditional 
or Roth IRA. A traditional 
IRA grows on a tax-deferred 
basis, while a Roth IRA can 
grow tax free provided you 
meet certain conditions. 
Also, take advantage of your 
employer-sponsored, tax-
deferred retirement plan, 
such as a 401(k), 403(b) or 
457(b). At the very least, 
contribute as much to earn 
your employer’s matching 
contribution, if one is 
offered. And every year, if 

your salary increases, try to 
boost your contributions to 
your retirement plan. 

• Consider growth 
investments. Some evidence 
suggests that women may be 
more conservative investors 
than men — in other words, 
women may tend to take 
fewer risks and pursue 
“safer” investments. But to 
help build the resources you 
will need for a comfortable 
retirement, consider 
growth-oriented vehicles in 
your IRA, 401(k) and other 
investment accounts.

• Talk to your spouse 
about Social Security. If 
your spouse starts collecting 
Social Security at 62 (the 
earliest age of eligibility), 
the monthly benefits will be 
reduced, perhaps by as much 
as 25 percent. This reduction 
could affect you if you ever 
become a widow, because 
once you reach your own 
“full” retirement age (which 
will likely be 66 or 67), you 
may qualify for survivor 
benefits of 100 percent of 
what your deceased spouse 
had been receiving — and 
if that amount was reduced, 
that’s what you’ll get. Talk 
to your spouse about this 
issue well before it’s time 
to receive Social Security. 
(You may also want to 
talk to a financial advisor 
for help in coordinating 
survivor benefits with 
your own Social Security 
retirement benefits.) 

• Evaluate your need 
for life insurance benefits. 
Once their children are 
grown, some couples drop 
their life insurance. Yet, 
the death benefit from a life 
insurance policy can go a 
long way toward helping 
ensure your financial 
security. Again, talk to your 
spouse about whether to 
maintain life insurance, and 
for how much. 

International Women’s 
Day is a great occasion for 
commemorating women’s 
accomplishments. And by 
making the right moves, 
you can eventually celebrate 
your own achievement 
of attaining the financial 
security you deserve. 
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By Joanna Barr

viewpoint
to the editor

Sen. Carl Levin

Tough action against tax 
evaders is only fair to 
those who pay their share

The Lowell Ledger welcomes your Letters to the Editor. 
Letters are required to bear the author’s signature, phone 
number and address (for verification purposes only, not for 
publication). Letters will be published at the discretion of the 
publisher. Opinions expressed in "To The Editor" are not the 
views of the Ledger employees or the publisher. All letters 
are subject to editing for length and grammar. Thank you 
letters and advertising will not be printed.  

Letters may be submitted via email to: ledger@
lowellbuyersguide.com (“to the Editor” in subject line) 
or dropped off or mailed to: The Lowell Ledger, 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell, MI 49331.

We love to 
hear from you!

To the editor,
I am writing on the 

behalf of the workers of 
the department of public 
works. Recently you might 
have read in the Lowell 
Ledger about how we have 
just received the results 
of the state appointed fact 
finder and are probably 
wondering, what is the 
progress of contract 
negotiations? Currently we 
are optimistically awaiting 
our first meeting with the 
city since receiving the fact 
finder's recommendations.

It is encouraging to 
hear the city manager, in 
last week’s Lowell Ledger, 
express his enthusiasm 
"to get to the table and 
negotiate an agreement." I 
believe everybody is ready 
to get this contract done and 
now with this fact finder's 

just say yes 

report, both the city and the 
workers have a clear, easy 
way to achieve it. So with 
that in mind, we the workers 
are willing to accept the fact 
finder’s recommendations 
as a working contract.

Of course there will be 
some parts that both the city 
and the workers will agree 
and disagree with, but I 
believe that nobody can say 
that the report is not fair. We 
feel it is time for both sides 
to compromise for the good 
of Lowell. By accepting 
these recommendations we 
can finally put this behind 
us; all each side has to do 
is say yes. We are willing to 
take the first step and we are 
simply asking the city to do 
the same.

Thank you,
Ralph Brecken

The Senate Permanent 
Subcommittee on 
Investigations, which I 
chair, has spent several 
years examining the 
ways offshore banks have 
aided and encouraged 
U.S. taxpayers in evading 
their responsibility to pay 
what they owe. By using 
secret bank accounts, these 
taxpayers conceal their 
income and therefore avoid 
paying taxes.

We recently issued our 
latest report, examining 
how one Swiss bank, Credit 
Suisse, attracted thousands 
of U.S. customers seeking 
to avoid U.S. taxes, and how 
our own Justice Department 
hasn’t done enough to 
collect back taxes from tax 
dodgers at Credit Suisse and 
other offshore banks.

Our report followed 
up on a hearing we held in 
2008, where we showed that 
UBS, the largest bank in 
Switzerland, at one time had 
52,000 U.S. customers with 
Swiss accounts holding $18 
billion in hidden assets.

UBS acknowledged 
its misdeeds and, to avoid 
prosecution, turned over 
the names of more than 
4,700 U.S. taxpayers with 
previously undisclosed 
accounts. Those revelations 
led to a broader voluntary 
disclosure program in which 
43,000 taxpayers have paid 
back taxes, interest and 
penalties totaling $6 billion 
to date, with more expected. 

Our latest investigation 
chronicles the uneven 
and halting progress in 
identifying U.S. taxpayers 

who cheated Uncle Sam 
by using hidden offshore 
accounts.  Along with Sen. 
John McCain of Arizona, I 
released a bipartisan report 
showing that at its peak, 
Credit Suisse had more than 
22,000 U.S. customers with 
accounts containing up to 
$12 billion. 

One client described 
an experience right out of a 
James Bond movie when the 
client visited the bank’s main 
offices in Zurich.  The client 
was ushered into a remotely 
controlled elevator with no 
floor buttons, and escorted 
to a bare room with white 
walls.  The client always 
signed a form ordering that 
the Credit Suisse account 
statements be immediately 
shredded.

One Swiss banker 
met with a U.S. client over 
breakfast at a U.S. luxury 
hotel and slipped the client 
bank account statements 
in-between the pages of a 
Sports Illustrated magazine. 
Some Swiss bankers also 
advised U.S. clients on 
how to structure cash 
transactions to avoid filing 
reports of transactions over 
$10,000 that are required by 
U.S. law.

Once UBS’ misconduct 
was exposed, Credit Suisse 
started closing U.S. client 
accounts in Switzerland.  
In the end, the bank kept 
accounts for only about 
3,500 out of the 22,000 
U.S. clients, after verifying 
them as compliant with 
U.S. tax law, meaning they 
were disclosed to the IRS.  
The bank closed accounts 
for the other 18,900 U.S. 
customers.  The vast 
majority – up to 95 percent 
– were undeclared, meaning 
hidden from Uncle Sam. 

We need to know how 
many of those accounts 
belonged to people dodging 
U.S. taxes, and we need 
to collect back taxes from 
those tax evaders. The 
key to answering those 
questions is getting the 
names of U.S. account-

holders. But so far, Credit 
Suisse has handed over 
identification for just 238 
accounts of U.S. clients. To 
me, getting 238 in five years 
out of a universe of 22,000 
– less than one percent – is 
beyond embarrassing.

During our hearing, 
Credit Suisse executives 
told us they will not hand 
over names of its U.S. 
clients because doing so 
would violate Swiss law. 
That’s outrageous. When a 
bank comes to the United 
States to do business, it 
should comply with U.S. 
law, including laws that 
protect us from tax evasion.

But enforcement 
action against Credit Suisse 
has stalled, even though 
the bank has been under 
criminal investigation since 
2011. While seven of its 
bankers were indicted by 
U.S. prosecutors in 2011, 
none has stood trial.  Instead, 
they are residing openly 
in Switzerland.  None has 
been the subject of a U.S. 
extradition request.

Unfortunately, U.S. 
law enforcement hasn’t 
been as tough as it should 
be. Rather than use proven 
U.S. tools that could be 
enforced in U.S. courts, the 
Justice Department bowed 
to the wishes of the Swiss 
government and voluntarily 
limited its requests for 
Swiss documents, including 
names of tax evaders.

Individuals who use 
bank secrecy to hide income 
and evade taxes are cheating 
not just the government but 
also the honest Americans 
who pay what they owe. 
Michigan’s working 
families are required to 
report their income to the 
IRS; wealthy individuals 
with Swiss bank accounts 
should have to do the same. 
Hopefully our investigation, 
report and hearing will mark 
the beginning of a renewed 
push by the Department 
of Justice to act against 
tax evaders and tax haven 
banks. 

125 years ago
Lowell Journal
March 6, 1889

Messrs. R. J. Flannagan and A. H. Peckham are 
now the proprietors of the Cutter Works formerly owned 
by the Star Cutter Co. and later by the Cragin Mfg., 
Co. They are putting in a new Russell 50-horse engine 
and will soon be in shape to resume manufacturing.

Michael Farrell, of Ada, Kent County, is in hard 
luck. He reared 11 children, nine of whom are girls and 
to seven of these when they were married he gave 
$1,000 each. To the remaining daughters Mr. Farrell 
deeded 360 acres of land valued at $11,000 and now 
the old man asks to have the deeds set aside as none 
of the children will care for him. It’s the old, old story.

Mrs. Thompson and son and Mr. Beasler and 
wife, of Keene, were driving home from town in a 
double seated buggy Saturday and just east of the 
M. E. church, their team was frightened by some fast 
drivers who came-up behind them and ran into C. 
VanDeusen’s wagon which was ahead of them. All in 
the buggy were thrown out and Mrs. Thompson was 
quite severely bruised.

Among the many different kinds of manufacturing 
which Lowell is peculiarly fitted to carry on because 
of its water power and the abundance of the various 
kinds of timber used in the manufacture are oval dish, 

basket, pail or tub factories. The timber used would be 
elm, ash, basswood, poplar, beech and hard and soft 
maple. 

 

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

March 5, 1914
Headline: Flourishing condition – village finances 

shown by clerk Taylor. Light & power bonds paid from 
plant earnings before maturity with improvements. 
The superintendent and the Lowell Light and Power 
committee have added another year of success to the 
history of Lowell’s municipal plant and in order that the 
citizens may be able to tell at a glance some of the 
most important doings of the council for the year we 
write this brief summary. The amount paid for labor 
alone for the plant was nearly $4500. Improvements 
have been made on the plant and line to the amount 
of about $1600. In the year 1913 they paid $4000 light 
and power bonds and at the last council meeting voted 
to retire $3000 in bonds with 5 per cent interest. These 
are not due until 1916 but were optional at this interest 
period. In order that the employees might be near their 
work at all times and have pleasant and convenient 
homes the council built a double house at the plant. 
The house is about 24x34, two story, with two good 
cellars, one large front porch and two back porches. 
It is all plastered, well wired and has natural finish 
Southern pine and painted at an expense of about 
$1500. The machinery and entire equipment of plant 
line and station was never in better condition than at 
the present time. The total receipts from the plant this 
year was over $18000 and we have some prospective 
customers, which, if we can arrange to take them on, 
will increase the earnings of the plant a great deal.

In a suit brought by Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor against 
Lowell saloon keepers in the Ionia circuit court, the 
jury’s verdict awarded the plaintiff $1500 damages for 
the death of her husband in the Lowell jail a year ago, 
when his mattress burned and Taylor was suffocated. 
We understand the case will be appealed.

 

Looking Back, continued, page 12
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Week of 
March 10, 2014

LUNCH MENU

 Cheeseburger on 
WG bun, seasoned green 
beans, fruit & veggie bar: 
spinach & romaine side 
salad, fresh baby carrots, 
mandarin oranges, fresh 
apples.

Chicken taco on 
soft tortilla shell, refried 
beans, fruit & veggie bar: 
spinach & romaine side 
salad, cucumber coins, 
mixed fruit, pear.

 French toast sticks 
served w/sausage, warm 
cinnamon apples, fruit & 
veggie bar: spinach & 
romaine side salad, baby 
carrots, pears, orange 
slices.

Rotini w/
meatsauce & seasoned 
broccoli (served at Alto, 
Cherry Creek & Murray 
Lake), WG breaded 
chicken nuggets & mashed 
potatoes w/gravy (served 
at Bushnell), fruit & veggie 
bar: spinach & romaine 
side salad, red pepper 
strips, peaches, apple.

 Tony’s cheese pizza 
on WG crust, seasoned 
corn (served at Alto, 
Cherry Creek & Murray 
Lake), baby carrots 
(served at Bushnell), fruit & 
veggie bar: spinach & 
romaine side salad, baby 
carrots, applesauce, juice.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
(Assembly of God)

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery
Robert Holmes, Pastor

SUNDAYS:
Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m.

“The Source” Youth: 7:00 p.m.

2275 West Main Street  • 897-7168
Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org

Rev. Jon Pickens
Pastor Phil Severn

Sun. Worship Service..........................9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Sunday School Hour/ABF’s...................................11:00 A.M.
AWANA 6-8/Youth Ministry............................Wed. 6:15 P.M.

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell

9:45 A.M. .....................Sunday School
10:30 A.M............................Fellowship
11:00 A.M.................................Worship

Nursery & Children 
Worship Programs Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service..............Sunday -10:30 A.M.
(Nursery available)

Sunday School................................9:15 A.M.
Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Rod Galindo
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship................10:00 A. M.
Sunday School....................11:20 A.M.
Evening Worship...................6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

402 Amity St. • 897-9820
www.stmary-lowell.com

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 10:30 AM
Saturday confessions: 3-4:30 PM

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:00 AM - 8 PM
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS - CALL PETE WIGGINS  897-7915

SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 393, EWTN FOR 24 HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

621 E. Main Street
897-5936

www.lowellumc.com
Barrier-free entrance

WORSHIP.............................8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
SUNDAY SCHOOL............................9:30 a.m.
YOUTH GROUPS (JR. & SR. HIGH).......6:00 p.m.
Wednesday After-School Kids’ Club until 5:30 p.m.

Rev. Rick Blunt

churchesarea

happy 
birthday!

BUYERS 
GUIDE

105 N. Broadway

897-9555

SH
WE

IP

Our Prices 

Can t̓ Be Beat!

HEALTH
With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 

Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

health

  dry skin

897-8560

• Septic Tanks Cleaned •
• Home Sale Evaluations •

C
O
U
P
O
N

C
O
U
P
O
N

WE ACCEPT COMPETITORS COUPONS! Michael Curtis
1410 W. Main Street, Ste. B
Lowell

616-421-8505
mcurtis@fbinsmi.com

FarmBureauInsurance.com

Your local agent insures your MARCH 5
Don Silvis, Michael 
Nearing, Brandy 
Washburn.

MARCH 6
Pat Covell, Darlene 
McClure.

MARCH 7
Carrie Metternick, Marshal 
Mooney, Michael Barnes, 
Shirley Canfield.

MARCH 8
Amber Rittersdorf, DJ 
Main, Charles Drake, 
Colleen Lally.

MARCH 9
Bob Vezino, Marsha 
Roudabush, Mark 
Richmond, Pam Cebelak.

MARCH 10
Daniel Miller, Randy 
Kuiper.

MARCH 11
Pat Ball, Ruth Griffeth, 
Renee Nugent, Larry 
Martin, Kim Barnes.

volunteering opportunities

lend a hand

Dry, itchy skin is a 
common condition this time 
of year. As the weather gets 
colder, the air gets drier and 
your skin becomes dry and 
itchy. Humidifying your 

The Literacy Center 
of West Michigan has 
scheduled an information 
session on Wednesday, 
March 12 for prospective 
volunteer tutors. This 
session is held at 6:30 
pm and lasts one hour. It 
allows persons interested in 
becoming volunteer tutors 
to find out more about 
the center and its literacy 
programs. At the end of the 
session, there will be an 
opportunity to sign up for 
tutor training.

The Literacy Center of 
W. Michigan is a nonprofit, 
United Way agency devoted 
to reducing illiteracy in 
the community. Based on 
1990 census figures, at 

tutors needed - information 
session to be held March 12

least 19,000 adults in Kent 
County cannot read at a 
functional level. At least 
6,000 adults cannot speak 
or understand English well. 
By training people to be 
tutors, the center can offer 
one-on-one reading help to 
adults asking for assistance 
in reading or English as a 
Second Language (ESL). 
You do not need to speak 
another language to tutor 
ESL.

The information session 
will be held at the Literacy 
Center of West Michigan, 
located at 1120 Monroe 
Ave., NW, Suite 240, Grand 
Rapids, MI. Please call 459-
5151 (ext. 10) to register.

home can help to keep your 
skin moist. You can either 
get a stand-alone portable 
humidifier or have one 
added on to your furnace.

Excessive hand 

washing and bathing can 
also cause your skin to 
become dry. Limiting the 
number of times you wash 
your hands can help. Using 
a waterless hand sanitizer 
is just as effective at killing 
germs, but won’t dry your 
skin as much. Limiting 
the time you spend in the 
shower or tub can also help. 
People with dry skin should 
consider bathing every other 
day in the winter. Taking 
quick, luke-warm showers 
will also help to minimize 
the drying effects of hot 
water. Mild, hypo-allergenic 
soaps are less drying than 
scented and colored soaps.

Moisturizers are an 
important part of treating 
dry skin. They should be 

used two to four times daily. 
A moisturizer should also be 
hypo-allergenic. They work 
best when they are applied 
to the skin right after 
bathing or hand washing. If 
a hypo-allergenic cream or 
lotion moisturizer does not 
seem to be helping, other 
over-the-counter treatments 
can be tried. A one percent 
hydrocortisone cream is 
available over-the-counter 
and could be used for up to 
one week. Another option 
is a 12 percent lactic acid 
based lotion which may 
help some severe forms of 
dry skin. If none of these 
treatments seem to help, see 
your health care provider for 
an evaluation.
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an army guy, air force guy, 
a navy guy and marines. 
There's definitely different 
material. I know things. I've 
been in there. I can make 
fun of them differently if 
I want to because I wore a 
uniform and I was deployed. 
It gives me some leeway. 
I can make fun of them 
because I'm one of them. 
It's almost like family. It's 
a brotherhood, a sisterhood. 
You have somebody come 
over there, they're trying 
to make fun of them and 
they've never been in, it's a 
little bit different. I know a 
lot of intricacies and things. 
I went to boot camp. I was in 
there. So I definitely got an 
'inside track' and it's a very 
comfortable way of talking 
with them. I always look 
forward to doing this. When 
I'm over there I'd say ten 
percent of the humor I talk 
about would be specifically 
to them. Like, if I go to 
Michigan, depending on the 
time of year, obviously I'm 
going to stress the weather!”

Walsh left on a trip 
February 26 and returns just 
before his performance in 
Lowell.

“I'm going to 
Greenland, El Salvador and 
then Honduras,” Walsh said. 
“It's going to be interesting, 
I've never been to those 
places. Then I fly straight 
into Grand Rapids on March 
7.”

When Walsh isn't 
touring the world's military 
bases, he also puts on a one-

Laughfest in Lowell, continued
man show called “Over 
There: Comedy Is His Best 
Weapon.”

“The one-man show, 
it's theatrical,” Walsh said. 
“It's a theater show. It's a 
written play and it's a whole 
story arc and it has lights 
and sound and music and it's 
a lot more in-depth. What 
I do is, I'm a storyteller by 
nature. I'm really a long-
form comedian. So I'll take 
some of the one-man show 
stories and I have been 
popping them in. They're 
just fun to tell. But there 
are a lot of serious moments 
in the one-man show. It's 
a story of how I joined the 
military, the whole arc of 
how I've been going back 
and entertaining and how I 
got into the White House. 
There are serious moments 
because I was this kid 
from Brewster, New York; 
I'm first-generation Irish, 
both my parents emigrated 
here; I didn't really take to 
school well and when I got 
into the navy it gave me 
a lot of tools. It gave me 
everything I needed to try to 
become a comedian, which 
I succeeded at and then 
work in the entertainment 
field, but then go back 
and entertain the troops. It 
brought up a lot of stuff and 
I saw a lot of stuff and I just 
felt like that's a story I want 
people to feel and people go 
to the theater to feel. When 
you watch a play you're so 
engaged and you feel so 
much and I wanted people 

to feel that story because 
you'll have an empathetic 
experience about what 
service is and what type of 
person serves. I talk about 
my family in the military 
and all the great stuff I think 
about this country and my 
experiences in the navy with 
my friends.”

Walsh first heard of 
LaughFest last year when 
he was performing in Grand 
Rapids.

“I headlined Dr. Grins, 
I think, about four times 
over the years,” Walsh said. 
“Last year about two weeks 
before LaughFest started I 
was in there headlining and 
I was getting pissed because 
every night they were going 
on up and promoting this 
LaughFest and I'd see these 
flyers and I was like, 'Is this 
for real? Nobody asked me? 
I'd like to do this!' So every 
night I'd hear about all these 
shows and I knew some 
of the comics that were on 
them. This year they called 
me up and asked if I wanted 
to do my own show.”

Lowell can expect 
Walsh to give an energetic 
performance free of curse 
words.

“My comedic style, 
people say it's high-energy,” 
Walsh said. “And this will 
be a clean show. I like all 
comedy, but my rule of 
thumb is, I don't talk about 
anything that would upset 
my sisters. I grew up with 
three sisters. I don't care 

what anybody on earth 
thinks about me, but I love 
my sisters to death and I 
don't do anything that they 
would be embarrassed 
about. And that's just how I 
live life, you know? They're 
the most important people 
to me, so at some point in 
my career that just became 
my guideline. At the end 
of the day it's about who I 
care about and what I care 
about. I love comedy. I love 
performing, there's a switch 
that goes on.”

There might even 
be some breakdancing 
Saturday night.

“I was a big breakdancer 
growing up and really good 
at it too,” Walsh said. “Go 
on YouTube and you can 
find it. If I have a big enough 

stage I always do it. I'm sure 
I have one in the Lowell 
High School Performing 
Arts Center, so definitely 
that will be happening. I 
like to break it out whenever 
I can.”

If you're looking for 
one other LaughFest show 
to attend, Walsh has a 
recommendation for you.

“I'll tell you who 
definitely to go see in 
LaughFest: James P. 
Connolly,” Walsh said. 
“I think he's in the 'clean 
comic' show. He's not only 
one of my closest friends 
in comedy, but one of my 
dearest friends. We've taken 
many trips overseas. He's 
a former marine officer. 
We've taken trips to Iraq and 
Afghanistan many times. I 

know there's a huge list of 
performers for LaughFest, 
but that's one of my favorite 
people, one of my favorite 
comics. He's a great guy.”

Connolly's shows are at 
the B.O.B. in Grand Rapids 
on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, March 7, 8 and 9.

Another LaughFest 
event taking place in Lowell 
is Kids Joke Night, which 
will be at Englehardt Library 
March 11 at 6 pm.

“I love Michigan 
audiences,” Walsh said. 
“They have a really good, 
hardworking, mellow, 
ready-to-laugh vibe. There's 
just something about them 
and I think when it gets 
cold, people are just like, 
'Let's laugh!'”

submitted by:
Garrett Gordon, Caleb Perosky, 
Ryan Lubbers and Spencer Lyon

When you see a 
teenager, what do you 
generally think? Do the 
words lazy, entitled and 
reckless often cross your 
mind? Well, a group of 
students at Lowell High 
School (LHS) are defying 
all of those stereotypes. 

Groups from the Senior 
Capstone class at the high 

Capstone students wearing  Pink Arrow shirts 
with a resident of Green Acres.

Capstone students defy stereotypes by showing initiative

A group of Capstone students with the residents of Green Acres.

school are volunteering in 
our community, other cities 
and helping address needs 
across the world. They 
are using their creativity, 
knowledge and generosity 
to help the community, as 
well as the less fortunate 
in other countries. For 
example, in our city, there 
are two groups of four 
teens that worked at Flat 
River Outreach Ministries 

(FROM). These groups did 
anything from demolition, 
to painting and finally, 
organization. 

Tyler Garter, an LHS 
senior working at FROM 
stated, “I felt good about 
myself because I did 
something to help out the 
community.” 

Another senior 
Capstone group worked 
with the residents of Green 
Acres retirement home. 
They spent time with the 
senior citizens, exercising 
with them, painting the 
women’s nails and just 
spending time with them in 
general.

Using their connections 
with LHS drama department, 
a group arranged to have the 
musical cast decorate lunch 
bags for Kid’s Food Basket 
in downtown Grand Rapids; 
the bags were donated and 
the students worked at the 
kitchen for a day. 

Another group extended 
their reach beyond Lowell 
by working at Mackenzie’s 
Animal Shelter in Lake 
Odessa, where the students 
worked in the dog kennels. 

Expanding to a 
worldwide scope, another 
group has been working to 

raise awareness about the 
current epidemic regarding 
the shortage of clean water in 
Haiti through a presentation 
at the school and at the 
Lowell Community Expo 
in March. A group is also 
working right in the high 
school. They are going to 
Mr. Boeve’s classroom to 
learn and play games with 
the special needs’ students. 
Another group that is 
working in the school system 
is hoping to add comfort 
for elementary students by 
making seat cushions for an 
entire classroom, with the 
belief that when students 
are comfortable, academic 
productivity increases. 

These groups of teens 

have high aspirations and do 
not believe that the label put 
on the average teenager is 
how they should be defined. 

This Senior Capstone class 
serves as an example that 
no matter your age, you can 
always make a difference. 

 Capstone student Korinna Boston paints a 
windowsill at FROM.
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SPORTS
Red Arrow

  -  GYMNASTICS

by Karen Jack

The Lowell gymnastics’ 
team shattered the school 
record yet again at the 
perfect time – the regional 
meet which is the meet they 
had to do well at in order to 
move on to state. The top 
three teams qualified and 
Lowell came in third, just 
beating out powerhouse 
Rockford by one point.

“We did some different 
things at practice to prepare 
the girls and it was quite a 
task, but I knew we could 
do it,” said coach Michele 
DeHaan.

The coaches were a 
little concerned when they 
got their rotation draw 
and realized the beam was 
their last event. The beam 
can make or break a team 
and being last is probably 
the worst position to be in, 
partly because throughout 
the meet, the coaches have 
no idea what position 
they’re in or how they stack 
up to other teams’ points 
until the end of the meet.

The girls did very well 
on their first three events, so 
it came down to the beam.

“One after another, 
the girls kept hitting their 
routine on beam,” added 
DeHaan. “It was like they 
were at practice and no one 
was there but us. When 
Lauren DeHaan’s score 
flashed and it was a 9.325, 
I knew she had easily 
qualified individually, but 
first place never crossed 

Gymnasts qualify for state for the first time 
and for good measure - break school record again

my mind. Then freshman 
Karmen Anderson’s score 
flashed and it was an 
8.95 and our mouths just 
dropped. Her highest beam 
score all year was 8.05.”

This is the first time 
in Lowell history that 
the gymnastics’ team has 
qualified for state.

“They were going 
through the team places 

 The Lowell gymnastics’ team celebrates their state qualification.

at the end of the meet 
and when the places were 
getting higher and higher 
and they hadn’t called 
us, I just kept hoping we 
had done enough,” said 
coach DeHaan. “Then they 
announced the fourth-place 
team with 138 and I knew 
we had beaten that score 
and had made it as a team. 
What an amazing feeling. 

These girls have worked 
so hard and I think once 
they knew it was within 
reach, everything changed 
and that’s what made the 
difference.”

Lowell has also 
qualified quite a few girls 
for the individual state 
championship as well. 
Senior Jordan Lytle placed 
fourth on bars with 8.875 
and sixth place on floor with 
9.15. Anderson qualified 
on beam with her score, 
freshman Corah Kaufman 
placed second on bars 
with 8.675 and sophomore 
Lauren Browning placed 
eighth on vault with 8.8.

Junior Lauren DeHann 
placed third on vault (8.9), 
seventh on bars (8.075) and 
was the regional champion 
for beam. She didn’t place 
on floor, but came in second 
in the all-around so she will 
still compete on all four 
events at individual state.

Lauren DeHaan reaches new heights on the beam as the regional 
champion.

Corah Kaufman sails through the air on bars.

Jordan Lytle moves from one bar to the 
other during her routine.

The team 
will travel 

to Plymouth 
High School 
for the state 

championship on 
March 7 and 8.
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Gymnasts qualify for state for the first time 
and for good measure - break school record again

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Crafty Lowell citizens 
braved cold and blustery 
weather conditions last 
Thursday night to attend 
the community’s first do-
it-yourself night. The 
“Downright Awesome 
D.I.Y.” event was 
conceived by several 
local merchants and the 
Lowell Area Chamber of 
Commerce (LACC), at an 
LACC monthly merchants’ 
meeting. 

According to LACC 
director Liz Baker, "Karen 
Waid of Flat River Antique 

First “Downright Awesome D.I.Y.” event helps fight cabin fever
Emporium suggested the 
DIY event. They have been 
doing several small events at 
their location, so we thought 
it might be a great way to 
beat the winter blues, get 
people out of their homes 
and into the stores. The 
social media site Pinterest 
is full of DIY projects and 
people are always interested 
in learning."

Waid was among the 
merchants who took part in 
the inaugural event, leading 
two sessions each at the Flat 
River Antique Emporium 

on the topics of creating 
a listing on Craigslist and 
making a chalk board, that 
participants were invited to 
keep.

Other activities in 
the three-hour schedule 
included crocheting lessons 
from Schneider Manor 
resident Dode Dey held 
at Springrove Variety; 
learning how to repair plug-
in light cords at Journeys 
Time Antiques; and trying 
painting techniques using 

Crochet and knitting instructor Dode Dey 
assists attendee Julie Brady at Springrove Variety.

Heidi Hutchins uses 
a sander to finish off 
her creation at the Flat 
River Cottage.

Susan Molnar, owner of Glass House Designs, 
demonstrates glass cutting with guest Diane 
Loomis.

Chalk Paint by Annie Sloan 
at the Flat River Cottage.

LowellArts! hosted 
two half-hour sessions with 
tips on hanging and buying 
artworks and debuted their 
latest gallery exhibition, 
The West Michigan 
Regional Art Competition. 
L4 Alterations held an hour-
long question and answer 
session regarding sewing 
and a series of mini classes 
that covered basics for both 
sewing and quilting. 

Susan Molnar, owner 
of Glass House Designs, 
welcomed attendees to 
design a glass mosaic 
coaster at her unique store, 
which recently celebrated 
ten years here in Lowell. 
Participants built their own 
designs using a rainbow 
of variously shaped glass 
pieces with guidance from 
Molnar, who says she 
enjoys participating in the 
many events sponsored by 
the LACC. 

"I love it when the 
merchants get together and 
do things like this. It is so 
much fun," said Mulnar.

Baker feels positive 
about the interactive events’ 
future, "While we only 
had seven participating 
locations, this is the type of 
event that has potential to 
grow. Just look at our “Girls’ 
Night Out” events, not only 
has the event grown, but 
many communities are 
following our lead. That is 
the ultimate form of flattery 
to our community!" she 
exclaimed. 

The process of creating 
a vibrant and thriving 
downtown is ever evolving 
for the LACC according to 
Baker. 

"Bottom line is we will 
continue to look at ways to 
help bring people to Lowell 
and encourage our residents 
to shop, eat, do business and 
play local," stated Baker

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

LowellArts! unveiled 
its latest exhibition, the 
West Michigan Regional 
Art Competition, on Feb. 26 
in their King Gallery.

The juried competition, 
now in its 28th year, 
focuses on the art of lower 
West Michigan residents 
and awards a grand total 
of $2,000 in prize money 
to the top five finishers. 
Artists aged 18 and older 
living in a 15 county 
region were eligible for 
entry in the contest, which 
accepted over 300 works 
in all forms of visual arts’ 
media, including painting, 
photography, sculpture and 
drawing. These entries were 

Regional art competition on display at King Gallery
then narrowed down judged 
and placed on display.

This year’s eclectic 
collection was juried by the 
director of Galleries and 
Collections at Grand Valley 
State University (GVSU), 
Henry Matthews. The 
former museum director was 
responsible for selecting 
the winning entries, as well 
as six Honorable Mention 
awards and a special GVSU 
Purchase award.

First-place honors 
and $750 were awarded to 
painter Thimgan Hayden 
from Parchment for her 
entry “Gladys with Coffee” 
which was painted on linen 
with oils. Hayden, who 
heard about the competition 

through an email, is a 
first-time entrant in the 
LowellArts! event. Wife, 
mother and artist, Hayden 
says she has been painting 
since adolescence. 

"I started painting when 
I was a teen and have been 
painting professionally 
since that time," she said. 
Going on to explain the 
inspiration for her work, 
"In general, what inspires 
my work is recording the 
fragile and beautiful nature 
of temporal life, youth and 
beauty. Specifically, with a 
portrait, I am trying to relate 
the strength and character 
of the sitter to myself and 
the viewers of the painting. 
I also enjoy the challenge 

of painting from real life, 
which is how ‘Gladys with 
Coffee’ was painted."

Hayden said it felt good 
to be given top honors in 
the contest, "While I am 
naturally pleased, I never 
lose my sense of gratitude."

Second-place winner 
Jovannah Nicholson 
from Grand Rapids was 
also awarded the GVSU 
Purchase award for her 
unique ceramic entry 
“Tender Hearted.” 

Third place was 
awarded to Isaac Smith, 
also from Grand Rapids, 
whose entry depicts a post 
apocalyptic zombie scene. 
The remarkably detailed 
entry was completed using only carbon pencil and 

white chalk.
Two more Grand 

Rapidians rounded out 
the competition’s top five. 
Amy Johnson for her 
stunning jewelry entry 
“Sunset Blossoms” and 
photographer Randall 
Nyhof for his creative work 
titled “The Checker Game.”

Honorable Mention 
award winners were 
Connie Kuhnle, from 
Rockford; Diane Huhn, 
from Middleville; Andrew 

Jagniecki, from Whitehall; 
and Mark Dunning, Connie 
Boeske and Jan McKinnon, 
all from Grand Rapids.

LowellArts! will be 
hosting a public reception 
and awards ceremony on 
March 16 from 2:00 to 4:00 
pm. The gallery is located at 
149 South Hudson Street. 
Guests are invited to view 
the collection of outstanding 
art and meet with the 
visionary artists that created 
them. 

The collection will be on display 
and free to view from now until April 
10 during the gallery’s regularly 
scheduled hours: Tuesday-Friday 
from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm and 
Saturday from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.
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SPORTS
Red Arrow

  - WRESTLING

by Karen Jack

For the second year in 
a row, Lowell had a great 
showing at the Michigan 
High School Athletic 
Association (MHSAA) 
individual wrestling state 
championships with nine 
placers, three of which were 
champions in their weight 
class. Not one of the all-state 
wrestlers finished below 
fifth, which is remarkable.

This year’s champions 
were Lucas Hall (112), 
Max Dean (171) and Josh 
Colegrove (215).

Senior Garett Stehley 
was the runner-up at 189 
lbs. Taking third place 
were Bailey Jack (130) and 
Jordan Hall (135). Derek 
Krajewski finished fourth 
(125), and both Zeth Dean 
(119) and Kanon Dean (160) 
finished fifth.

Lucas Hall walked 
through the 112 lb. weight 
class, beating Noah 
Schoenherr from Battle 
Creek Western by technical 
fall and Aaron Parr-Besemer 
from Berkley 11-4 in the 
first round and quarterfinals. 
In the semifinals, Hall faced 
St. Johns’ Ian Parker, who 
was highly touted to win 

Lowell claims three state champs/nine all-staters 
the tournament, by decision 
(11-6). In the championship 
match, Hall pinned Brian 
LaVearn from Ortonville-
Brandon.

“There’s nothing better 
than winning two state 
championships in one year 
(individual and state),” 
said Hall. “I knew I had 
a bulls-eye on my back 
because I was ranked no. 
1, but coach Dean’s talks 
about just wrestling helped 
a lot because that’s really 
all you can do – wrestle for 
six minutes. My team also 
helped me because we’re 
always there for each other, 
pushing each other to reach 
our goals.”

Max Dean started his 
run at the Palace majoring 
Zachary Wamser of Cedar 
Springs (8-0), then beating 
Jacob Taylor from Battle 
Creek Central 15-8. In the 
semifinals, he beat James 
Davis from Flint Kearsley 
by decision (6-2). For the 
championship, Dean had 
to face no. 1-ranked Devon 
Pingel and last year’s state 
champion. He beat him 
quite handily with a score of 
14-8.

“You work so hard your 
entire life for goals like this 
and it almost doesn’t seem 
real,” said Dean. “I really 
want to thank my family, the 
coaches, my teammates and 
entire community for all the 
support.”

Colegrove’s run 
afforded him another match-
up against St. Johns’ Tyler 
Wildmo, who he lost to in 
the team state finals. Before 
that, though, he had to get 
through Brandon Geiser of 
Croswell-Lexington (pin) 
and Zack Underwood from 
Gibralter-Carlson (3-0). 
Colegrove beat Wildmo 
6-4 to earn his berth to 
the championship match. 
There he faced Jacob Alarie 
from Bay City Western and 
pinned him in 1:50 to win 
the title.

Stehley earned his way 
to the finals and had to face 
St. Johns’ Angus Arthur and 
almost pulled out the win. 
Going into the third period 
only down by one, Stehley 
knew he had to try to make 
a move on Arthur to win 
and with only seconds to 

Lucas Hall, left, and Max Dean shoot “Arrows” into the Lowell crowd to show their excitement 
and appreciation.

go on the clock, he went for 
the takedown and Arthur 
managed to turn it into a 
takedown himself to win 
5-2.

Jack, last year’s state 
champion at 119 lbs., 
lost to Austin Thompson 
of Marysville in the 
quarterfinals. Thompson 
went on to win the 
championship at 130 lbs. 
The loss required Jack to 
wrestle all the way back 
for third. In the consolation 
finals, he faced Ameer 
Munassar of Melvindale 
and beat him 4-0 to place 
third.

Jordan Hall pinned 
and teched his way to the 
semifinals, then lost to 
Austin Melton of Dewitt, 
who also went on to win 
the championship at 135 
lbs. Hall wrestled back to 
the consolation finals to 
beat Thomas Schoenherr of 
Bay City Western 17-6 for a 
third-place finish.

Krajewski majored his 
way to the semifinal’s match 
where he lost to Nick Pipes, 
who incidentally was the 

state champion this year at 
125 lbs. He had to wrestle 
back all the way as well 
and faced Jon Wellman 
of New Huron Boston in 
the consolation finals, but 
couldn’t hang on, which 
placed him in fourth.

Zeth Dean dropped his 
match in the quarterfinals 
to Jacob Chapman of Flint 
Kearsley and had to fight 
back to move forward. In 
the consolation semifinals, 
Dean faced Chris Poland of 
Thornapple-Kellogg. That 
match went into overtime 
and Dean lost by two. He 
took fifth by forfeit due to 
his opponent being injured.

Kanon Dean, like 
the others, narrowly lost 
to the state champion 
in the semifinal round 
(Logan Ritchie of New 
Boston Huron) which sent 
him to the consolation 
bracket. Dean lost to Drew 
Wixsom of St. Johns in the 
consolation semifinals and 
then won his match for fifth 
place by forfeit, due to an 
injured opponent.

 Josh Colegrove is captured as the whistle blew during his 
championship match.

Keep Caught Up On All The Lowell 
High School’s Sports Action In 
The Lowell Ledger
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SPORTS
Red Arrow

  - BASKETBALL

by Karen Jack

In a year with a new 
coach and rebuilding, 
Lowell’s girls’ basketball 
team had an amazing year, 
winning the first round of 
districts against Rockford, 
then having to travel to 
Greenville to face their 
team, which according to 
coach Jake Strotheide, is 
a very good team and has 
always been a good team.

But the Lowell coaches 
knew they had to press 
the Greenville team and 
try to get them to make 
mistakes and capitalize on 
them. Their size alone is a 

Lady Arrows end season in second round of districts
big obstacle to overcome 
and Leah Summerfield of 
Greenville was very good 
early.

“I thought we came 
out great hitting back-to-
back threes, said Strotheide. 
Our girls were ready to 
compete and they played 
hard, but we got into some 
early foul trouble which hurt 
our rotation and I thought 
Greenville was able to take 
advantage of that.”

Unfortunately, the 
Yellow Jackets came out in 
full force in the first quarter 

by Karen Jack

The Red Arrow 
basketball team had a really 
tough draw in the first 
round of districts this year, 
having to face Grand Rapids 
Northview and ended their 
season with a 71-54 loss. 
With such a young team, 
where their two standouts 
are freshman Matt Beachler 
and sophomore Ryan 

Boys out after 71-54 loss to Northview at districts
Stevens, it’s a difficult task 
to beat a team like that at 
best.

Northview is an 
experienced team that’s 
bigger and has been playing 
together longer and it 
showed in Monday night’s 
game.

Lowell started off 
strong and looked like they 

might railroad Northview 
with their attack, leading at 
the end of the first quarter by 
six points. But Northview 
came back in the second 
quarter and outscored 
the Red Arrows by ten 
points, hitting jumpers and 
rebounding for the re-shot.

Lowell kept it close 

in the third quarter, only 
trailing by 44-37 at the end, 
but Northview closed the 
door on Lowell’s hopes of 
moving on in the districts 
by scoring 27 points in the 
fourth quarter to Lowell’s 
17 points. The final score 
doesn’t reflect Lowell’s 

team effort in the game. 
They were diving for balls, 
trying to push Northview 
into making mistakes and 
creating turnovers to get the 
job done, but came up short. 
Three of Lowell’s players 
scored in double digits in 

the game. Ryan Stevens had 
13, Matt Beachler had 11 
and Josh Branagan had ten.

They ended their 
season with a 10-10 record, 
which far exceeded the 
expectations for such a 
young team. 

of the game to take a ten 
point lead, then outscored 
Lowell by four in the second 
quarter.

The Lady Arrows made 
adjustments in the locker 
room at halftime and came 
within six points with 
the ball back twice. They 
missed a three-point shot 
that looked like it was going 
in and in the next possession 

turned the ball over. 
Greenville banked the shot 
into the basket and it put the 
game out of reach. Lowell 
outscored Greenville in 
both quarters of the second 
half, but they just couldn’t 
get the points on the board 
and Greenville ended up 
winning the game 68-58.

Kate Holzhueter and 
Kate Montgomery both 

were top scorers for Lowell, 
each with 15 and Aubreigh 
Steed had 14 points.

“I am really proud of 
our girls and how we have 
continued to get better every 
day,” said Strotheide. “Our 
seniors, Aubreigh Steed 
and Sarah Oesch, were just 
really good and showed our 
younger girls how to work 

hard, play for their school 
and do it with class. I look 
forward to our future as we 
have eight players returning 
from this year’s team and a 
JV team that was 15-5 this 
season. I think we have 
some really good players 
that can come in [and] 
contribute right away.”

 
 

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

We all feel the same 
commitment to care for our 
families. Helping you meet 
your insurance needs is part 
of my commitment to you.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

0907504.1

Family 
is why 
we do 
it all.

Deborah Wilks, Agent
11827 Fulton St E
Lowell, MI  49331

Bus: 616-897-9237
dwilks@deborahwilks.com

105 N. Broadway
Lowell, MI

616.897.9261
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SCHILLER
Reverend Thomas A. Schiller, of Ludington, was born 
May 30, 1929 in New Era. A faithful, highly respected 
and dedicated priest. Father Tom was ordained to the 
priesthood June 4, 1955. He died February 28, 2014, 
a few days after surgery for repair of an aneurysm. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, Edmound 
and Julia (Greiner) Schiller; brothers, Timothy and 
Francis; and brothers-in-law, Walter O’Donnell and Cliff 
Anderson. He is survived by brother Joseph (Ruth) 
Schiller of Minneapolis; sisters, Stella O’Donnell of 
Ludington, Sister M. Rosita Schiller, RSM of Grand 
Rapids; and Rosemary (Norman) Byrne of Ada; sisters-
in-law, Genevieve Schiller and Teresa Tillman Schiller 
Anderson; many, many favorite nieces and nephews; 
and numerous friends. He served at these parishes: 
Saint James, Grand Rapids; SS Peter and Paul, Ionia; 
Saint Joseph Onekama; Saint Simon, Ludington; Saint 
Mary, Lowell; Saint Mary, Spring Lake; Saint James, 
Montague; and St. John The Baptist, Claybanks. After 
retirement he substituted most weekends at various 
parishes. Funeral services were held on March 3, 2014.

THURTELL
A few days ago, Ruth Thurtell excitedly called each of 
her three sons to report that she had joined the choir 
at her retirement community. Among friends and family, 
she loved to belt out tunes on her harmonica.  Mrs. 
Thurtell’s music ended on Thursday, February 27, 
when she died suddenly of complications brought on by 
intestinal illness and congestive heart failure. She was 
94. She was born Ruth Eleanor Houseman on February 
18, 1920, in Grand 
Rapids. Her father, 
Martin Houseman, 
operated a meat 
market in Lowell. 
Her mother, Sue 
Houseman, was 
a seamstress. 
Ruth Eleanor 
joined the choir 
of Lowell’s First 
Congregat iona l 
Church in 1932 
when she was 12 
years old. She 
loved her church 
and her strong, 
mellow, perfect-
pitched voice 
was a vibrant part of its services for decades. She 
learned to play harmonica as a girl. Later, she played 
trombone, violin, viola, cello, and piano. She was drum 
major in the Lowell High School marching band. A 
1938 graduate of Lowell High School, she earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Central Michigan College of 
Education (now Central Michigan University) in 1942.  
In 1943 she married Howard Thurtell, a World War II 
U.S. Army Air Forces pilot, who preceded her in death 
on September 4, 2009. The 1943 song “Comin’ In On 
a Wing and a Prayer” was a favorite of the newlyweds.  
Asked recently to play, Mrs. Thurtell picked up her little 
mouth organ and performed a well-practiced version 
of “A Wing and a Prayer,” complete with after beats. 
Mrs. Thurtell is survived by sons, Joel, Craig and Steve; 
grandsons, Adam and Abe; granddaughter, Leila, 
and niece, Marylyn McLeod. A memorial service will 
be held at 10:30 am Saturday, March 22, at the First 
Congregational Church of Lowell, 865 Lincoln Lake SE.

NEED 
TO SEND A ?

105 N. Broadway 
Lowell

616.897.9261

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

obituaries
75 years ago

The Lowell Ledger
March 9, 1939

Have you bought a new shaving brush recently? If 
so and if the lettering “Japan 332” is stamped on the 
top and “Imperial-Sterilized” on the side of the handle, 
get in touch with a local health officer. A death from 
anthrax infection recently in North Dakota has been 
traced to the use of a shaving brush which had not 
been sterilized before it was imported into this country, 
according to the U. S. Public Health Services. And if 
you are contemplating a new shaving brush or any 
article where there may be a doubt of its origin, it’s just 
as well to look and see if it is marked “Made in Japan” 
or “Made in Germany.” If so, ask for an American-
made product.

 

50 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

March 5, 1964
Headline: Offer plan to save Showboat. To meet 

the objections of residents of Lafayette Street and to 
allow the Showboat to erect permanent seating on the 
street, a compromise solution was proposed by mayor 
Ralph Townsend at the council meeting on Monday, to 
make a one-way street. This solution was submitted to 
some 20 residents of the area who did not voice any 
serious objection to the plan; it will now be presented to 
the Showboat board of directors. Under the proposed 
plan, some 10 or 12 feet of street will be left open for 
traffic; this would allow bleachers to be built over the 
remaining portion. If this meets the requirements of the 
Showboat, the council will give permission to use this 
portion of the street. It was agreed by the members 
of the council that as long as so many residents 
objected to the closing, this would not be given further 
consideration. In a show of hands, almost everyone 
present at the meeting was in favor of doing anything 
within reason to keep the Showboat going.

Headline: Attwood Corp. sold. Rumors have been 
circulating in Lowell for about a week that Steelcase, 
Inc., manufacturers of metal office furniture, was 
negotiating with Attwood Corporation for their plants in 
Lowell and Grand Rapids. The announcement of the 
outright purchase was made on Tuesday by Robert C. 
Pew, executive vice president of Steelcase. The plant 
and equipment in Lowell is appraised for taxes at nearly 
a million dollars. It was revealed that James B. Cook, 
president of Attwood Corporation, will continue to head 
the Lowell firm. Byron H. Cook, present chairman of 
the board, will retire from the company on April 1st. He 
joined the company in 1918 and served as president 
from 1957 to 1961. “There is no change planned,” 
Pew stated, “in the company name, management 
and the 250 employees in the firm.” 75 are employed 
at the offices in Grand Rapids and 175 in the Lowell 
plant. Steelcase was established in Grand Rapids in 
1912 and now has plants in California and Canada. 
It is a national leader in the production of metal office 
furniture. The company has a reputation in Grand 
Rapids as an outstanding place to work. It boosts a 
company profit sharing plan that gives its employees 
an enviable take home pay. Cook said Tuesday that 
Attwood’s sales volume has increased 50 per cent in 
the last six months. Because of the projected rate of 
growth, he stated, the many resources of Steelcase 
will provide help to reach potential production quicker 
and more efficiently.

Looking Back, continued
Lowell firemen were called to a chimney fire at the 

Stormzand residence on Washington Street at 10 
o’clock Friday evening. Only smoke damage resulted 
from the fire. At 9 am on Saturday, the Lowell firemen 
were called to a fire at the farm residence of Nordman 
on McPherson Street, just west of Lincoln Lake 
Avenue, four miles north of Lowell. Fire chief Frank 
Baker reported that Harley Wilcox, who had been 
renting the house, had moved out, because of a faulty 
heating plant. He had returned early Saturday and had 
built a coal fire in the furnace. The building was nearly 
destroyed. Lowell firemen were aided by the Ada Fire 
department.

 

25 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

March 8, 1989
The Lowell YMCA has kicked off its Invest in Youth/

Pool Fund campaign. James Reagan D.D.S. is this 
year’s chairman. “Invest in Youth dollars go towards 
scholarships for youth who cannot afford to pay for a 
YMCA program. No one is turned away because of 
the inability to pay for a program,” Reagan said. The 
YMCA has set a goal of $25,000 for 1989. This year’s 
campaign also includes repairing the King Memorial 
Pool. The city council wants to see the YMCA raise 
$11,000 to help with repairs of the pool.

Headline: Cracking down on drugs. Emmons 
initiates 3-fold information program. In hopes of 
combating the small city drug problem, Lowell police 
chief Barry Emmons is spearheading a substance 
abuse information program which he hopes will allow 
city enforcement officers to come in contact with the 
youth before they are approached by drug dealers. The 
program is a three-fold operation. It will include drug 
awareness, child watch and crime watch programs.

Board slates findings on M-21 study. The Lowell 
City Council breezed through a light agenda Monday 
evening. Three public hearings were slated for 
the March 20 meeting and it was announced that 
representatives from the Michigan Department of 
Transportation and state police will reveal the findings 
of a traffic study on Lowell’s west end. Monday’s short 
meeting may be well earned. 
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

for sale
KENMORE REFRIGERA-
TOR & STOVE SET - 
(2006), cost $900, sell 
$199 for pair. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

11.5 WOODED ACRES 
IN LOWELL FOR SALE - 
Perfect for your new home. 
Deer, turkey & wildlife yet 
conveniently located near 
bike trail & town. $84,500. 
Call 269-519-9493.
200 APPLIANCES - Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69.  Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main St., Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. See 
us on Facebook. Delivery 
available.TFN 
ACREAGE FOR SALE 
- Ada, 10 wooded acres. Lo-
cated on private drive. Prime 
building spot. $99,900. Call 
616-481-7702.
BED & MATTRESS SET 
- queen, Sealy, $95 in-
cludes frame. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook. 
Delivery available.TFN 

2003 JEEP WRANGLER 
SPORT - only 63k miles, 
khaki w/matching hard & 
soft tops, manual transmis-
sion, single owner, very 
good condition, $12,750. 
Call 303-906-2060.
FREE HEAT & HOT WATER 
- Eliminate monthly heating 
bills with Classic Outdoor 
Wood Furnace from Cen-
tral Boiler. Instant winter 
rebate, call for details, SOS 
your “Stocking Dealer” Dut-
ton, MI. 616-554-8669 or 
616-915-5061.
A BED - A brand new 
queen pillowtop mattress 
set in plastic, w/warranty, 
sacrifice, $135. Call 989-
584-6818.TFN 

RIKON BANDSAW 10-
300 - Like new, Rikon 12” 
benchtop bandsaw & stand. 
Used ONE time. Clean, 
runs smooth, pretty new 
blade (1 hour or so), ready 
to work. $200, cash or MO. 
517-896-5935. Whispering 
Hills neighborhood.
TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

ALWAYS LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING TO WRITE 
ON? - We have scratch 
pads available for $1.50 per 
lb. at the Lowell Ledger.
QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.TFN 

BOXER PUPPIES - 2 
males: one fawn, one 
brindle. Located in Lowell. 
Please call 517-490-9856 
ready March 9, $300.

WE DO BUSINESS IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING 
LAW - Equal Housing Op-
portunity. It is illegal to dis-
criminate against any per-
son because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national 
origin. In the sale or rental 
of housing or residential 
lots; in the advertising the 
sale or rental of housing, in 
the financing of housing, in 
the provision of real estate 
brokerage services and in 
the appraisal of housing. 
Anyone who feels he or 
she has been discriminated 
against may file a complaint 
of housing discrimination: 
1-800-669-9777 (toll free) 
1-800-927-9275 (TTY).
HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. FREE 
All Vets Coffee Hour at the 
center the 3rd Thursday of 
each month. Bring a friend. 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.TFN 

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

ASSISTED LIVING - Beau-
tiful modern country home 
in Alto, excellent care. 
Cathy, 616-891-1840. 
Email: AssistedLivingAlto
@charter.net
LOWER DUPLEX APART-
MENT - 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
& laundry room. $675 per 
month, $675 sec. deposit. 
No pets. Main Street, 
Lowell, 2 blocks from down-
town. 616-916-6477.

misc.

wanted
I WANT TO BUY -  Re-
frigerator, stove, washer, 
dryer & furniture in good 
shape. Have cash. 989-
584-6818.TFN  

      

Coming Events

WEDDING 
INVITATIONS

Available at Lowell Litho,
105 N. Broadway, Lowell

Ph. 897-9261.
Stop by & check out one 
of our books. Many differ-
ent styles & price ranges. 

Quick turn around.

PLEASE NOTE  - Coming Events 
are for non-profit organizations. 
If you are charging admission for 
an event - it is considered an ad-
vertisement. Coming events are 
ran on a space available basis 
& ARE NOT GUARANTEED TO 
RUN. If you would like to make 
sure your event is placed in the 
paper, please call our office & 
place it as a classified ad. We 
will not run ANY Garage or Rum-
mage Sales as a coming event. 
All Coming Events or changes 
to coming events should be sub-
mitted by fax: 897-4809 , email: 
classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com, by mail: PO Box 128, Low-
ell, MI 49331 or in person: 105 
N. Broadway, Lowell.

SUPPER TOGETHER - Tues-
days, 5:30-6 p.m. Join in a meal 
together before group begins. 
Gilda’s Club - Lowell Clubhouse, 
314 S. Hudson, Lowell.

COOKIES, COFFEE & CON-
VERSATION - March 26, 6:30 
p.m. Clarksville Area Library, 
130 S. Main, Clarksville,  616-
693-1001.

GRIEF - ADULT GROUP - Tues-
days, 6-7:15 p.m. A committed 
group for adults who have ex-
perienced the death of a family 
member or friend.Gilda’s Club 
- Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S. 
Hudson, Lowell.

KLASS WITH KERRI - March 
13, 2-3 p.m. Topic is help with 
ereaders. Clarksville Area Li-
brary, 130 S. Main, Clarksville,  
616-693-1001.

FREE ALL VETS COFFEE 
HOUR - Third Thurs. of each 
month. Bring a friend. Lowell 
Veteran’s Center, 3100 Alden 
Nash, Lowell. Call 868-7426 or 
897-8303 for more information.

GRIEF - NEW MEMBER MEET-
ING - Call the clubhouse to 
schedule your introductory  
meeting for grief support groups. 
Gilda’s Club - Lowell Clubhouse, 
314 S. Hudson, Lowell, 897-
8600.

TEEN & TWEEN TALK - CAN-
CER OR GRIEF -  Tuesdays, 
6-7:15 p.m. A group for youth in 
middle or high school on a cancer 
or grief journey. Incorporates 
curriculum-based activities & 
discussion. Gilda’s Club - Low-
ell Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson, 
Lowell.

MOTHERS WHO HAVE OR 
HAVE HAD - sons/daughters 
serving in the military. We are 
meeting on the 3rd Wednesday 
of every month. For more info 
call Sally 616-761-2042.

ADULT PROGRAM - Topic 
“Alzheimer’s, resources for pa-
tients & caregivers,” presented 
by Craig Stevens, Commission 
on Aging. March 20, 6:30 p.m. 
Saranac Public Library, 61 Bridge 
St., Saranac. 616-642-9146. 

NOOGIELAND - Tuesdays, 6-
7:15 p.m. Supervised play for 
children kindergarten or younger 
on a cancer or grief journey. Gilda’s 
Club - Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S. 
Hudson, Lowell, 897-8600. 

LOWELL AREA PRAYER & 
HEALING ROOMS - located in 
the FROM building, 11535 Fulton 
Street, most Monday evenings, 6-
8 p.m. Christian Scripture based. 
No cost or fees, no appointment 
necessary, confidentiality re-
spected.

KENT COUNTY NARFE GROUP 
- for retired & current federal em-
ployees meet the 2nd Thursday at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 2700 E. 
Fulton, 1/2 mile west of E. Beltline. 
Potluck at 12:30 p.m. & meeting 
begins at 1:30 p.m. Call Ed Moore 
for time, 616-784-6716.

PRELIMINARY BATTLE OF 
THE BOOKS - March 6, teams 
at the Saranac High School Cafe 
at 6:30 p.m. Saranac Public 
Library, 61 Bridge St., Saranac. 
616-642-9146. 

ALTO LIONS CLUB - Meets 1st & 
3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at Keiser’s 
Kitchen.

COMMODITIES - Will be dis-
tributed at Flat River Outreach 
Ministries, 11535 Fulton Street 
East, Lowell, on Thurs., March 6, 
9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

ONE-ON-ONE TECH SESSIONS 
- March 5, 12, 19, 26, 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m. by appointment only. Saranac 
Public Library, 61 Bridge St., 
Saranac. 616-642-9146. 

COFFEE WITH THE COUNCIL 
- Come meet & have a cup of cof-
fee with your city councilmembers. 
First Saturday of each month at 
the Lowell Area Chamber of Com-
merce office, 113 Riverwalk Plaza, 
Lowell. 8 a.m. - 10 a.m.

CIVIL AIR PATROL - Meets the 
second & fourth Tues. of the 
month, 6 p.m., Benz Aviation 
Building at Ionia Airport, teen/adult 
programs available, Call Shawna, 
616-430-1348 or visit online http://
mi222.miwg-cap.org

ADULT CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP -  Tuesdays, 6-7:15 
p.m., A committed group for those 
diagnosed with cancer. Gilda’s 
Club - Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S. 
Hudson, Lowell.

NOW HIRING - and train-
ing for career positions with 
West Michigan’s leading 
real estate company. Call 
Rick Seese, Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. for a confiden-
tial interview. 616-437-2576 
or 616-974-4250.TFN

ANIMAL CAREGIVER - 
Looking for an ambitious, 
physically fit person to care 
for many small dogs in a 
large, impeccably clean 
facility. 1st or 2nd shift, 
would require 1 weekend 
shift per week. Alto area. 
E-mail resume/inquires to: 
animalcaregivers @out-
look.com or 868-7382.
WANTED INDEPENDENT 
DISTRIBUTORS - Press 
carriers, Lowell area. Re-
liable transportation re-
quired. Contact Paul at 
616-541-0564 or Brian at 
616-541-0563.
DRIVERS - Home weekly 
dedicated runs. Holland 
to Kansas City. No-touch, 
insurance, 401K, paid va-
cation, CDL-a 1 yr. OTR. 
Apply: mtstrans.com 800-
748-0192.

SECOND MONDAY OF EVERY 
MONTH - Community Crisis Fund 
meeting at 7 p.m. at Poppa C’s in 
Clarksville.

FREE SENIOR COFFEE - Every 
fourth Friday, 8 - 9 a.m., sponsored 
by Laurels of Kent, Lowell McDon-
alds, 1300 W. Main St.

STORYTIME - March 6, 13, 20, 
27, 10:30 a.m. Clarksville Area 
Library, 130 S. Main, Clarksville,  
616-693-1001.

FOOD PANTRY - First Friday of 
month at Lakeside Community 
Church, 6201 Whitneyville Rd. 
Free  frozen, perishable food. 
Registration 1 p.m., distribution 
4 p.m. Bring own containers. 
868-6402.

MOMS IN TOUCH GROUP - form-
ing for Alto Elementary. Call Su-
zanne for more info, 868-7337.

FREE SMOKING CESSATION 
CLASSES - offered at Lowell 
Family Medical Center. Call 616-
446-7058 to register. The class 
runs for 8 weeks. Evening & 
weekend sessions are available. 
Time & dates will be determined 
by those registered. 

BOOKWORMS BOOK DISCUS-
SION GROUP - March 17 at 6 p.m. 
to discuss “Snow Child.” Saranac 
Public Library, 61 Bridge St., 
Saranac. 616-642-9146. 

LOWELL WOMEN’S CLUB - 
Meets the second Wed. of each 
month, Sept. - May, 11:45 a.m., 
Schneider Manor. For more infor-
mation call Jan at 897-2533.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - 
Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. A 
Christ centered program to help 
overcome life’s hurts, habits, han-
gups. Impact Church, 1069 Lincoln 
Lake, www.impact-church.org or 
www.celebraterecovery.com

FIRST & THIRD WEDNESDAYS 
- Fun at Calvary for boys & girls 
preschool - 8th grade. Cadets for 
boys 1st - 8th; GEMS for girls 3rd 
- 8th; Kingdom Kids for boys & girls 
preschool - 2nd grade. 1125 W. 
Main, Lowell. Ph. 897-7060.

LOWELL - Varsity sporting events, 
concerts, school board meetings, 
city council meetings, DDA meet-
ings & planning commission meet-
ings can be viewed on the ‘local’ 
Comcast public access channel 
(25) within a day or two of when 
they were held. Many athletic 
contests & concerts can be heard 
‘live’ from the www.wlhsradio.org  
internet radio website.

FIT CLUB - Every Tues. at 9 
a.m., Clarksville Area Library, 

for rent

HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN   
SHIP YOUR UPS PACK-
AGES WITH US & SAVE!! 
- Call us for a price compari-
son. We will need: weight, 
zip code & dimensions of 
the box. No Hazardous ma-
terials or firearms accepted 
at this location. Daily UPS 
pickup at  3  p.m. Lowell 
Ledger, 105 N. Broadway, 
897-9261.
GLOBAL DISCOUNT GA-
RAGE DOORS - Spring 
repairs, electric openers 
replaced & repaired. Free 
estimates. Lowest prices 
guaranteed. Call 616-334-
3574.TFN  

serviceshelp wanted
TA X E S ,  PAY R O L L , 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
-  by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
0686.TFN     
LAMINATING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE - Next day 
service. Drop off & pieces 
will be available by 9 a.m. 
the next day. Lowell Litho, 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell.
WEDDING CAKES - Over 
30 years experience. Book-
ing for spring, summer & 
fall. 868-0195.
MILLERS ROOFING SER-
VICE - Specializing in roof-
ing. Houses, barns, sheds 
& garages. Top quality ma-
terials & reasonable rates. 
Free estimates. Allen Miller, 
4030 E. Cloverdale Rd., 
Hastings. 269-758-3270.

services
YOGA CLASSES - at 901 
W. Main, $9 walk-in. Mixed 
level, Tues. 7:30 a.m. & 
Sat. 9 a.m. Tues. & Thur., 
6:30 p.m. Gentle, Tues. & 
Thurs., 4:45 p.m. For spe-
cials: www.thehammockllc.
com. 616-893-5661.
BUSINESS CARDS - Be-
fore you order your cards 
from somewhere else - 
check our rates!  Quick turn 
around and you always get 
a proof before printing!  Call 
Lowell Litho, 897-9261.

services

130 S. Main, Clarksville. 616-
693-1001.

RAINBOW LOOM CREATIV-
ITY - Tues., April 8, 1 p.m. Bring 
your Rainbow Loom & some 
friends to socialize & create. 
Rainbow Loom jewelry is fun, 
unique & great to give as gifts. 
The library will provide bands 
in a variety of colors. For ages 
6 & older. Englehardt  Public 
Library, 200 N. Monroe, Lowell. 
Ph. 784-2007.

FREE SENIOR PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST - Every third  Wed. 
from 7:30 - 9:30 a.m. at Laurels 
of Kent, 350 N. Center St. RSVP 
897-8473.

LOWELL ROTARY CLUB 
- meets each Wednesday at 
noon at Lowell City Hall. New 
members welcome.

VERGENNES CLUB MEETS 
- at 1 p.m. on the first Thursday 
of the month March thru Nov. 
Meeting at Schneider Manor 
Community Room. Program 
& refreshments. Guests wel-
come.

CARVING CLUB - meets 2nd 
& 4th Thursdays from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at LowellArts! New 
members welcomed. Call for 
information, 616-752-0096.

SWEDISH WEAVING - March 5, 
12, 19, 6-8 p.m. Clarksville Area 
Library, 130 S. Main, Clarksville,  
616-693-1001.

TODDLER THURSDAY - Every 
Thursday 11-11:30 a.m. Stories, 
songs, rhymes & learning. Ages 
18 mo. - 36 mo. Alvah N. Belding 
Library, 302 E. Main, Belding. 
616-794-1450.

FRIDAY FUN - Every Friday, 11-
11:45 a.m. Enjoy stories, songs, 
rhymes, games & a simple craft. 
For 3-5 year olds. Alvah N. 
Belding Library, 302 E. Main, 
Belding. 616-794-1450.

KID CRAFT SATURDAY - Third 
Saturday of each month. Drop in 
anytime between 9 a.m. - noon. 
Make a craft & take it home. All 
ages are welcome. Alvah N. 
Belding Library, 302 E. Main, 
Belding. 616-794-1450.

LEGOS AT THE LIBRARY - For 
youth ages 5-11. Second Sat. 
of each month, 10 a.m. - noon. 
Bring your imagination & be 
ready to build. Legos provided. 
Alvah N. Belding Library, 302 
E. Main St., Belding, 616-794-
1450.

LENT SPECIAL - 
Fridays only - Buy 2 
baskets & get 2 free 
4 oz. salads of your 
choice. Please pres-
ent coupon when or-
dering. Fry Daddy’s, 
608 W. Main, Lowell, 
897-3474.
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by Justin Tiemeyer
contributing reporter

The 1987 film RoboCop 
predicted dire circumstances 
for Detroit in the “near 
future.” Peter Weller plays 
the title character, a cyborg 
trying to make pre-collapse 

RoboCop loses 
sight of humanity

Detroit a safer place for its 
inhabitants. In 2014, Detroit 
has already collapsed, the 
first major city in America 
to file for bankruptcy and 
though the cyborg hero 
never came to protect the 

city’s inhabitants from 
corrupt private interests, 
the people have decided to 
erect a statue to RoboCop 
anyway.

During a time when 
investment in Detroit may 
be the crux of Michigan’s 
financial future, a reboot 
of the wildly successful 
sci-fi hit RoboCop has 
been released by Metro-
Goldwyn Mayer Pictures. 
Joel Kinnaman plays Alex 
Murphy, a police officer 
who suffers injuries so 
devastating that his only 
remaining organs are 
transferred into a robotic 
shell. Abbie Cornish is his 
devastated wife. Murphy 
is brought back from the 
brinks of death by Dr. 
Dennett Norton (Gary 
Oldman) at the behest of 
OmniCorp CEO Raymond 
Sellars (Michael Keaton) 
because a cyborg officer is 
the only loophole in anti-
robot law enforcement 

legislation. Though it is 
important to judge a movie 
by its own merits, it is hard 
not to compare this film 
with the original.

 The 1987 RoboCop 
effortlessly unfolded into 
a captivating story of 
corruption, tragedy, revenge, 
justice and humanity. There 
was never a moment where 
the viewer had time to pause 
and wonder where the story 
was going, while the 2014 
remake is rife with such 
moments. Though Murphy is 
one of the only good cops in 
Detroit, the way he’s written 
it is incredibly difficult to 
connect with him. In fact, 
the film spends so much 
time developing the socio-
political manipulations of 
OmniCorp that Murphy 
feels like a secondary 
character, an unimportant 
human in a battle of gods. 
The only thing that sells 
the sadness of Murphy’s 

descent into inhumanity 
is the amazing chemistry 
between Kinnaman and on-
screen wife Cornish.

On top of the lack 
of appeal for the main 
character, RoboCop (2014) 
is often so heavy handed 
as to become offensive 
to viewers. The opening 
sequence presents a Middle 
East where there’s a suicide 
bomber behind every closed 
job and American forces, 
be they military or private, 
have no problem dealing out 
excessive force and killing 
innocents. The robots that 
OmniCorp wishes to police 
the world with are a highly 
transparent criticism of 
American drones in much 
the same way that Pat Novak 
(Samuel L. Jackson) and his 
show The Novak Element 
are meant to represent right-
wing-friendly media giant 
Fox News.

In an attempt to 

contextualize a sci-fi 
home run story in today’s 
atmosphere, RoboCop, 
like its protagonist, loses 
touch with its humanity. In 
a Detroit that feels nothing 
like Detroit and which 
viewers only recognize as 
Detroit because of how 
often the name is mentioned, 
the actions of one good cop 
don’t really seem to matter.

If you’ve got some 
money burning a hole in 
your pocket and you want 
to giggle while Samuel L. 
Jackson goes on a ridiculous 
rant, then by all means buy a 
ticket to this film. But if you 
loved the first RoboCop, 
do not see the newly 
released 2014 RoboCop. 
Save yourself some money 
and check out the original 
instead. You can probably 
buy it on BluRay for the 
price you’d pay to take a 
date to the movies and you 
wouldn’t feel any regrets.

Dear EarthTalk: Should those of us who care 
about our health and the planet be concerned about 
the new trend in genetic engineering called synthetic 
biology? - Chrissie Wilkins, Bern, NC

“Synthetic biology” (or “synbio”) refers to the design 
and fabrication of novel biological parts, devices and 
systems that do not otherwise occur in nature. Many see 
it as an extreme version of genetic engineering (GE). 
But unlike GE, whereby genetic information with certain 
desirable traits is inserted from one organism into another, 
synbio uses computers and chemicals to create entirely new 
organisms.

Proponents of synbio, which include familiar players 
such as Cargill, BP, Chevron and Du Pont, tout its potential 
benefits. According to the Synthetic Biology Engineering 
Research Center (SYNBERC), a consortium of leading 
U.S. researchers in the field, some promising applications 
of synthetic biology include alternatives to rubber for 
tires, tumor-seeking microbes for treating cancer, and 
photosynthetic energy systems. Other potential applications 
include using synbio to detect and remove environmental 
contaminants, monitor and respond to disease and develop 
new drugs and vaccines.

While these and other applications may not be widely 

available for years, synthetic 
biology is already in use 
for creating food additives 
that will start to show up in 
products on grocery shelves 
later this year. Switzerland-
based Evolva is using 
synthetic biology techniques 
to produce alternatives to 
resveratrol, stevia, saffron 
and vanilla. The company’s 
“synthetic vanillin” is slated 
to go into many foods as 
a cheaper and limitless 
version of real vanilla flavor. 
But many health advocates 
are outraged that such a 
product will be available 
to consumers without more 
research into potential 
dangers and without any 
warnings or labeling to let 
consumers know they are 
eating organisms designed 
and brought to life in a lab.

“This is the first major use of a synbio ingredient in food, 
and dozens of other flavors and food additives are in the 
pipeline, so synbio vanilla could set a dangerous precedent 
for synthetic genetically engineered ingredients to sneak 
into our food supply and be labeled as ‘natural,’” reports 
Friends of the Earth (FoE), a leading environmental group. 
“Synthetic biology vanillin poses several human health, 
environmental and economic concerns for consumers, food 
companies and other stakeholders.”

For example, FoE worries that synbio vanilla (and 
eventually other synthetic biology additives) could 
exacerbate rainforest destruction while harming sustainable 
farmers and poor communities around the world. “Synbio 
vanilla…could displace the demand for the natural vanilla 
market,” reports FoE. “Without the natural vanilla market 
adding economic value to the rainforest in these regions, 

these last standing rainforests will not be protected from 
competing agricultural markets such as soy, palm oil and 
sugar.” Critics of synbio also worry that releasing synthetic 
life into the environment, whether done intentionally or 
accidentally, could have adverse effects on our ecosystems.

Despite these risks, could the rewards of embracing 
synthetic biology be great? Could it help us deal with some 
of the tough issues of climate change, pollution and world 
hunger? Given that the genie is already out of the bottle, 
perhaps only time will tell.

CONTACTS: SYNBERC, www.synberc.org; FoE, www.foe.org; 
Evolva, www.evolva.com.

EarthTalk® is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss 
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.
emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@emagazine.com.

105 N. Broadway, Lowell
Ph. 897-9555 • fax 897-4809
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FEBRUARY 26 - MARCH 4

SUDOKU

Puzzle solutions appear on page 12

P.O. Box 128
Lowell, MI 49331

 897-9261

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday:

8 am - 5 pm
Friday:  8 am - Noon
Closed Sat. & Sun.

To vote in 
this WEEK'S
ONLINE POLL

WWW.
thelowellledger.com

This week's 
Online

Poll

go to

Do you think you’d feel 
safer if most people 
carried a side arm?

• Yes I’d feel safer ....................................
• No I would not feel safer
• We should all carry  weapons%
• No one should be 
  allowed to carry weapons
• Our society is too violent already
• Our society needs to fight to survive

•	 The	 86th	 annual	 Academy	 Awards	 were	
held	 and	 the	 best	 picture	Oscar	 went	 to	 "12	
Years	A	 Slave."	 Best	 actor	 went	 to	 Matthew	
McConaughey	 for	 his	 role	 in	 "Dallas	 Buyers	
Club"	and	best	actress	went	to	Cate	Blanchett	
for	her	 role	 in	"Blue	Jasmine."	During	one	bit	
the	show's	hostess	Ellen	DeGeneres	grouped	
together	some	award-winning	stars	for	a	selfie	
to	break	a	Tweeting	 record	and	actually	 shut	
down	Twitter	briefly	online.	

•	 Russia	 invaded	 Ukraine	 and	 took	 control	
over	 the	Crimean	Peninsula.	Russia’s	 foreign	
minister	said	that	Russian	troops	are	in	Crimea	
to	 protect	 Russian	 citizens	 and	 that	 they	will	
remain	 "until	 the	normalization	of	 the	political	
situation."

•	 Disney	 plans	 to	 stop	 its	 funding	 to	 the	 Boy	
Scouts	of	America	beginning	in	2015	because	
of	the	Scouts'	ban	on	gay	leaders.

•	 The	 world's	 oldest	 person,	 Misao	 Okawa,	 a	
Japanese	 woman	 who	 just	 celebrated	 her	
116th	birthday,	has	some	simple	advice	 for	a	
long	life.	She	says,		"Eat	and	sleep	and	you	will	
live	a	long	time.	You	have	to	learn	to	relax."

THEME:
WICKED WEATHER

ACROSS
1. Hesitates
6. Cranberry habitat
9. ____ Cola
13. Tropical vine
14. Hole punching tool
15. "_____'s Heroes"
16. Type of window
17. "Young" prefix
18. *_____ warning 
system for tsunamis
19. *Twists around an 
eye
21. *Polar ______
23. To boot
24. Long, long time
25. Communications 
regulator
28. *Like frostbitten 
fingers
30. Snake, usually
35. Porcine fat
37. Hawk's aerie, e.g.
39. Japanese animation
40. Popular three-layer 
cookie
41. Delivery bird?
43. Singles
44. Out in the open
46. Twelfth month of 
Jewish civil year
47. Poverty
48. Joseph Stalin, e.g.
50. Julia Louis-Dreyfus' 
show
52. Dog tags, e.g.
53. Solomon-like
55. H+, e.g.
57. *Tornado visual
60. Swell
64. Japanese-American
65. Victorian time, e.g.
67. Mountaineer's tool
68. Mountain ridge

69. "Swan Lake" steps
70. Fossil fuel rock 
deposit
71. Chipper
72. CafÈ alternative
73. Christian virtue, pl.

DOWN
1. Eastern ____
2. Ethereal
3. Flock member
4. Genuflected
5. Old West hangout
6. Misery cause
7. Be obliged
8. *Stops wind from 
nipping fingers
9. *Wear a heavy one in 
winter storm
10. Princess Fiona, at 
night
11. Mineral residue
12. Take your pick
15. Lifting injury
20. People, places and 
things
22. Goes with "aah"
24. Let off the hook
25. *Spring threat
26. Turn pumpkin into 
Jack-o-Lantern
27. Native American 
people in parts of 
Canada

29. Boundary line
31. *Winter bank matter
32. Biblical mount
33. Make corrections
34. The defense _____
36. Small town or 
hamlet
38. Test choice
42. Designing Calvin
45. Local in a college 
bar
49. Black __ event
51. Type of sausage
54. Slumbered
56. Jack Black's Libre
57. *Lightning can 
cause this
58. "Breaking Bad" 
victim
59. Profit
60. Facilitate
61. Cut the crop
62. *Outburst
63. Donald and Ivana, 
e.g.
64. Siesta
66. Repeated at rallies
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a word to the wise
you can learn a lot
   from the Newspaper!

Encourage your children to make reading 
the newspaper a part of their everyday 
routine for lifelong learning. Newspapers 
are living textbooks, helping students 
develop reading, math, social studies and 
language skills while exploring the issues 
affecting our world today. 

Celebrate Newspaper 
in Education Week

March 1-5
Encourage your students to read 

the Ledger and then encourage them to 
write a letter to the editor on a topic 

that they found interesting.

write to:
ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com

Call 897-9261

207 W. Main Street • Historic Downtown Lowell • 897-7179

 
    Dr. Reagan & Staff

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

From
Pictured, from left to right:   Gail, Dr. Jim, Patty, Carrie, Erin, Lorie, Becky and Julie

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

After thirty-plus years 
as a hairstylist, most of them 
spent here in Lowell, Julie 
Heimer decided that it was 
time to open her own salon. 
She also decided that the 
endeavor was an amazing 
opportunity to honor a 
young woman very close to 
her heart, Tara Beran.

Beran, a graduate of 
Lowell High School, passed 
away in September 2010 in 
a tragic car accident at the 
intersection of Cumberland 
Ave. SE and Bennett St. at 
the young age of 21. 

“It was early in the 
morning and the sun was 
bright and I don't know 
why, but she missed the stop 
sign," explained Heimer.

She had known and 
loved Beran since she was 
an infant. Beran, described 
by those who knew her 
as vibrant and funny, was 
an avid cheerleader and a 
fellow hairstylist.

“Tara was not my 
daughter, but she was my 
daughter. I always told her 
she was the daughter of my 

New salon’s name honors memory of young girl

heart, not of my womb. It 
does not take blood to make 
family," said Heimer of her 
relationship with Beran.

Jultara Salon, 
comprised of both Heimer's 

and Beran's first names, 
opened its doors early this 
February at 505 W. Main St. 
in Suite C. One of the first 
things you will see when 
you enter is an effervescent 
portrait of Beran hanging on 
the wall.

Heimer, along with 
friend and stylist Hailey 
Degrote, offer a wide 
variety of beauty services 
for the entire family at 
Jultara, including haircuts, 
up-styling, waxing, coloring 
and perms and intend to add 
makeup and hair extensions 
to their repertoire soon. 
The salon is open Monday 
through Saturday and both 
appointments and walk-in 
customers are welcome. 

The duo has developed 
a line of exclusive and fun 
parties for girls called The 
Downtown Diva and the 
Pink Princess Party.

"What that is going to 
be is they will come in and 
purchase a package, they 
will have their hair, makeup 
and nails done. Then we 
are going to have a red 
carpet runway where they 
can be photographed by 
the paparazzi," explained 
Heimer.

She says the events are 
perfect for birthday parties. 
Jultara will be specializing 
in bridal parties as well. 

"We will close the 
salon for their day; we will 
offer them snacks and we 
will be exclusive to them," 
said Heimer.

The salon also has an 
onsite massage therapist, 
Lori Posshein, who is 
currently available Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday or 
by appointment. Massages 
take place in a private 
room inside the salon 
and according to Heimer, 
Posshein is fabulous at her 
job. "She is really really 
good! She has a special 
right now for a $40 one-
hour massage. Everyone 
should come down and 
try it." Posshein will also 
be offering additional spa 
services in the future and 
free chair massages to those 
purchasing services at the 
salon.

Degrote reported 
that their opening week 
was really good for them. 
“Everybody really loves the 

salon and my customers are 
starting to find me."  

Heimer agrees that 
the reception by the 
community has been great. 
Adding additional praise 
for Degrote, who she had 
managed at another salon, 
"She is a good girl. She 
came along with me and I 
could not ask for anyone 
better! She is an awesome 
girl."

The pair was aided by 
countless friends and family 
members in remodeling the 
space.  The result of that hard 
work is a sleek and modern 
salon that feels welcoming 
to clients. Comfortable 
seating, beautiful work 
spaces and a private waxing 
area are just a few of the 
details.

"I tried to think of 
everything," said Heimer, 
who pointed out that the 
salon is also 100 percent 
handicap accessible and has 
terrific parking. The salon’s 
hair washing stations 
feature both reclining seats 
and adjustable sinks.

"We give the best 
shampoo in Lowell!" 
Heimer exclaimed. "I want a 
place where people can come 
have a good experience, be 
comfortable in a nice salon 
and not be gouged by price," 
said Heimer. "I wanted it to 
be classy but comfortable 
and not stuffy."

The two stylists say that 
this career is their passion 
and that they continue 
to educate themselves 
constantly with new trends 
and techniques. They are 
both extremely happy to be 
open in their hometown.

"This is where my 
heart is. Hailey and I want 
to be very community 
friendly. We want to give 
back to the community. We 
intend to hold fundraisers 
here to support different 
local groups." They are 
also happy to have the 
opportunity to honor their 
lost friend Beran, "We just 
don't want her to ever be 
forgotten."

Owner of Jultara Salon Julie Heimer and stylist 
Hailey Degrote stand near a portrait of their 
honored friend Tara Beran.

Jultara Salon opened its doors in February 
offering a variety of beauty and spa services.

ALTO 5TH GRADE
SPAGHETTI DINNER

FRIDAY, MARCH 7
5:30 - 8:00 pm

Family & Friends
$650 adult 

$350 12 & under

Free up to 4 years

ALTO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
6150 Bancroft

Proceeds to benefit Chicago trip
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