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Lowell Energy AD, 
LLC, (LEAD) is beginning a 
new chapter in sustainability 
for the city of Lowell with 
a formal groundbreaking 
ceremony Thursday, Feb. 
20 for its anaerobic digester 
waste-to-energy facility 
that will generate 800kW 
of renewable energy for 
Lowell Light and Power. 

Groundbreaking tomorrow for 
new anaerobic digester facility

LEAD announced earlier 
this year, the completion 
of financing with a private 
investor.

The groundbreaking 
ceremony will be held at the 
25,000 square-foot facility 
located at 625 Chatham 
Street. 

Speakers for the 
groundbreaking event will 

include: mayor Jim Hodges, 
Greg Canfield, chair of the 
Lowell Light and Power 
Board; and Greg Northrup, 
manager of LEAD. The 
ceremony will be attended 
by members of the Lowell 
City Council and board 
members for Lowell Light 
and Power.

submitted by Tess Reagan

AgrAbility serves 
people with disabilities. 
Alto Active Achievers 
(AAA) 4-H club served 
AgrAbility in January by 
stuffing folders for a beef 
preview and fundraiser for 
the organization.

“I think it’s great to 
help out such a fantastic 
organization,” president of 
AAA Keegan Mebert stated. 
He has participated in 4-H 
for three years and shows 
goats and rabbits. “By being 
in 4-H, I get to hang out 
with friends and feel the joy 
of showing animals.”

“It’s great to help a non-
profit organization,” Maggie 
Olander, a first-year 4-H’er 
said.

AgrAbility, a part of 
Easter Seals Michigan, 
serves and supports people 

Alto 4-H Club helps AgrAbility raise funds
with disabilities by replacing 
or altering their farm 
equipment. “Cultivating 
Success One Farmer at a 
Time” is their motto.

“I’ve been in 4-H nine 
years,” said Ellie Stoller, 
vice president of Alto Active 
Achievers, “and I want to 
help disabled farmers. I 
think it’s interesting, making 
and adapting equipment and 
if you can’t find equipment 
that’s right, you can just 
make it up.”

Ned Stoller, an 
advocate of AgrAbility, 
explained, “It’s a pretty 
devastating situation.” One 
man managed his farm 
for 30 years and finally 
called AgrAbility. Stoller 
continued, “We helped him 

Alto Active Achievers, from left to right, back row: Ivy Stoller, Kelton Mebert, 
Kennedy Jo Mebert, Ellie Stoller, Ned Stoller, and Tess Reagan; middle row: 
Lena Stoller, Kealyn Mebert, Katie Olander, Benji Olander, Lowell Stoller, 
Oliver Stoller, and Josie Stoller; front row: Maggie Olander, Judy Olander, 
and Rena Reed.

4-H Club, 
continued, page 2

Lowell Middle School 
presidential portrait, 
continued, page 16

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Lowell Middle 
School (LMS) celebrated 
President's Day with the 
unveiling of a portrait of 
our nation’s first president 
George Washington and an 
American flag that once 
flew over his home, Mount 
Vernon, in North Virginia. 
The painting and flag were 
gifted to the school by a 
national grant provided by 
Washington’s estate in order 
to return his likeness to 

Lowell Middle School acquires presidential portrait
schools across the country 
to inspire both staff and 
students.

U.S. history students 
along with school and 
community leaders gathered 
in the school’s media 
center on what would have 
been Washington's 282nd 
birthday.

The ceremony began 
with eighth-grade student 
Brendan Sanders leading 
the Pledge of Allegiance.

History teacher John 
Stempien spearheaded the 
project after learning about 
it while chaperoning the 
annual east coast trip taken 
by eighth grade students. 
Stempien welcomed guests 
and introduced Laurel 
Blakie who recited a speech 
entitled “What Washington 
Means For Us Today” 
which she penned along 
with fellow student Sanders. 

"These two students, 
among others, already have 
found their voice. I wanted 
to give them a platform 
more than just a classroom 
essay where they could 
share their unique vision," 
said Stempien.

The pair also wrote a 
proclamation which was 
read to the audience by 
mayor Jim Hodges. "I am 
very pleased to have the 
opportunity to participate 

in this Presidents' Day 
observance. The Lowell 
City Council passed this 
resolution on February 
3rd praising LMS and in 
particular its students, for 
their efforts to honor our 
first president," said the 
mayor. 

Mayor pro tem Sharon 
Ellison, whom Hodges 
jokingly described as the 
vice president of Lowell to 
students, was also present 
for the ceremony.

Students Brendan Sanders and Laurel Blakie 
with the portrait and flag from Mt. Vernon.

U.S. history teacher John Stempien welcomes 
guests to the unveiling ceremony.



page  2 wednesday •  february • 19 •  2014

along
 main 
  street

Feel free to send your event information to the Ledger for Along Main St. All submission 
requests for Along Main St. are subject to space limitations. The Ledger makes no assurances 
that they will appear in print.  To ensure that an event notification will appear in the Ledger, it is 
best to  place a paid advertisement. All efforts will be made to place suitable items in the Along 
Main St. column but they are printed at the discretion of the publisher. For profit events, church 
services, yard sales and the like, will not appear in this column.å

volunteering opportunities

lend a hand

Published weekly for $2500 a year for  zip codes beginning 
with 493 or 495  $3600 a year any other zip code.

Deadline for display advertising is Friday at Noon
Deadline for classified advertising is Monday at 5 pm

JON JACOBS ................................................................PUBLISHER
JEANNE BOSS....................................................................EDITOR
TIM MCALLISTER...................................CONTRIBUTING REPORTER
KAREN JACK....................................................SPORTS REPORTER
JUSTIN TIEMEYER..................................CONTRIBUTING REPORTER
KATHRYN ATWOOD.................................CONTRIBUTING REPORTER
TAMMY JANOWIAK....................................CLASSIFIED/ACCOUNTING
JON JACOBS...................................................ADVERTISING SALES

Second Class Postage Paid at Lowell, MI
Published every Wednesday

POSTMASTER: Send address change to: 

P.O. Box 128 • Lowell, MI 49331
www.thelowellledger.com

VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF 
MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW

The Vergennes Township March 
Board of Review will meet at the 

Vergennes Township Hall, located at the 
corner of Bailey Dr. and Parnell Rd NE, 

on the following days and times:

MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2014
3 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

and
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2014

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
for the purpose of reviewing the 
tax roll and hearing all claims.

You may appeal your assessed 
valuation one of two ways:

To appear at the Board of Review, 
call on Monday or Wednesday from 
     9 a.m. to 3 p.m., (616) 897-5671, 

to schedule an appointment.

OR

    2.)  By * letter addressed to:          
Vergennes Township/Assessor  

10831 Bailey Dr.
P.O. Box 208

    Lowell  MI  49331

*Letters must be received 
before March 7, 2014

Mari C. Stone
Vergennes Township Clerk

Michael Curtis
1410 W. Main Street, Ste. B
Lowell

616-421-8505
mcurtis@fbinsmi.com

FarmBureauInsurance.com

Your local agent insures your

GILDA’S CLUB LOWELL CLUBHOUSE
Family Night – Tues., Mar. 4, 6-7:30 pm. Kids, grab 

your adults and join your friends from Gilda’s Club Lowell 
for our monthly Family Night! Each month, Jacqueline 
Scherer will lead a fun activity specifically designed for 
the whole family. All supplies will be provided. Seriously 
Funny Bingo – Tues., Mar. 4, 6-7:30 pm. Getting ready 
for LaughFest? Come for a fun night of Bingo! LaughFest 
prizes including tickets, LaughFest apparel & more will 
be awarded to the winners! This is a member’s only event. 
All ages are welcome. LaughFest Clubhouse Tours & 
Open House – Tues., Mar. 11, 1-5 pm. Gilda’s Club Grand 
Rapids welcomes LaughFest visitors & guests to tour the 
clubhouse and learn more about the cancer and grief support 
programs. LaughFest Kid’s Joke Night in Lowell – Tues., 
Mar. 11, 6pm, at the Lowell library. Let’s take a night to 
tell jokes and share the joy of laughter together! Gilda’s 
Club Lowell will be transporting the kids, tween and teen 
groups to the Lowell Library for Kid’s Joke Night. Parents 
are responsible for picking up their children at the library 
by 7:45 pm. LaughFest Laughter Yoga – Tues., Mar. 11, 
4-5 pm. Join certified laughter yoga instructors, Angela 
Dykes and Maureen Birnie, for this opportunity to laugh for 
the health of it! Laughter Yoga is a unique concept based 
on the principle of “acting happiness” – tell your body 
what to do and your mind will follow! Through a series of 
simple exercises and breathing techniques, Laughter Yoga 
will unlock the door of your heart and soul, releasing your 
inner joy, thus re-acquainting you with the carefree, light-
hearted spirit you once were. Pre-registration is required. 

Call the clubhouse (616) 453-8300 or visit our website to 
sign-up. Woodcarving – Tues., Mar. 18, 3:15-4:15 pm. 
Learn how to make easy and beautiful wood carvings with 
Doug Shassberger. Beginners are welcome and supplies are 
provided. Book Club – Tues., Mar. 18, 4:15-5:15 pm. Join 
Kathy Mieras for a relaxing and cozy book club. Pick up 
your book to borrow at the parlor desk. Mini Herb Garden 
Workshop –Tues., Mar. 25, 4-5pm. Welcome in the spring 
season by creating your very own mini herb garden! 
Join Gilda’s Club program intern, Carrie Ysseldyke, to 
personalize and plant your very own herb garden pot. 
All supplies will be provided; please register in advance. 
Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson St. For more information 
call 897-8600 or visit www.gildasclubgr.org/pinkarrow

FROM VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION
Volunteer orientation at Flat River Outreach Ministries 

(FROM) will be Wed., March 5 at 6 pm. Please call 897-
8260 for additional information.

CRAFTS AROUND THE WORLD WORKSHOP
The Lowell Area Historical Museum presents Crafts 

around the World. Join the fun, for ages 8-14, on March 
8, 9:15-10:45 am or 11-12:30 pm at the Wittenbach/Wege 
Center, 11715 Vergennes. Explore two different cultures. 
Learn to make your own Jamaican gourd bowls and/or 
Australian Aboriginal masks and boomerangs. Contact the 
museum to register at 897-7688 or history@lowellmuseum.
org

by giving him special gate 
latches and much more.” 

The beef preview 
went very well. Due to the 
icy, snow-covered roads, 
however, only 100 out of the 
250 cattle registered were 
able to attend. However, all 
had prepaid the entrance fee.

“We do lots of activities 
and service projects,” Judi 
Reagan, a six-year 4-H 
member said. Saturday, 
January 25, the club tied 
blankets for a mission in 

Mexico. As many alumni 
and current members know, 
“To Make The Best Better” 
is the 4-H motto. “It’s really 
cold up in the mountains 
of Mexico and they’ll 
appreciate these,” said Kim 
Mebert, a mom of five. Alto 
Active Achievers cut and 
tied over 20 blankets.

For more information 
on AgrAbility, visit 
mi.easterseals.com or call  
1.800.956.4106. 

4-H Club, continued

FROM VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION
Volunteer orientation at Flat River Outreach Ministries 

(FROM) will be Thurs., Feb. 20 at 1 pm. Please call 897-
8260 for additional information.

FRIENDS REBUILDING
 WHITE’S BRIDGE

Meets the 3rd Monday of each month at the Keene 
Township hall, 8505 Potters Road, Saranac, at 6 pm. Public is 
invited to join the group as they plan to raise funds to restore 
White’s Covered Bridge. For additional information, email 
rebuildwhitesbridge@aol.com

TUTORS NEEDED
The Literacy Center of West Michigan has scheduled 

an information session on Monday, March 3, for prospective 
volunteer tutors. This session is held at 6:30 pm and 
lasts one hour. It allows persons interested in becoming 
volunteer tutors to find out more about the center and its 
literacy programs. At the end of the session, there will be an 
opportunity to sign up for tutor training.

The Literacy Center of W. Michigan is a nonprofit, 
United Way agency devoted to reducing illiteracy in the 
community. Based on 1990 census figures, at least 19,000 
adults in Kent County cannot read at a functional level. At 
least 6,000 adults cannot speak or understand English well. 
By training people to be tutors, the center can offer one-on-
one reading help to adults asking for assistance in reading 
or English as a Second Language (ESL). You do not need to 
speak another language to tutor ESL.

The information session will be held at the Literacy 
Center of West Michigan, located at 1120 Monroe Ave., 
NW, Suite 240, Grand Rapids, MI. Please call 459-5151 
(ext. 10) to register.



page 3  wednesday • february • 19 •  2014

VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC NOTICE

MEETING AT
VERGENNES TOWNSHIP HALL

10381 Bailey Dr.
Lowell MI 49331

7:00 PM • MARCH 3, 2014
The Vergennes Township Zoning Board of Appeals will meet to hear the 
following business:

Applicant Compositech, an I.S.G. Company, is applying for a height vari-
ance to install two air handler stacks of 40 feet high and setback vari-
ances due to the location of the high stacks and the low intake air units 
next to the outside walls on the west and north side of the main building 
and on the north and south side of the south building on the existing 
buildings of the parcel located at 683 Lincoln Lake Ave in the Industrial 
Lincoln Lake Business Park.

The members may review any other business that may come before 
them as permitted by the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act and Vergennes 
Township Zoning Ordinance.  

The complete application can be reviewed at the Vergennes Township 
Hall from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Mondays and Wednesdays and from 9 a.m. 
to noon on Thursdays.  Public comment will be heard at the meeting.  
Written comments received by mail, in person or in the mail slot located 
at the office entrance will also be considered if received at the Township 
office prior to 7:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting.  Comments may also 
be emailed to: zoning@vergennestwp.org

Vergennes Township ZBA

STACEY CONFER
Realtor

1160 West Main St.
Lowell, MI 49331

For exceptional service call, Stacey Confer

“Helping families make the right move”

• Free Market Analysis

• Tailored Home Searches

616-437-1526
sconfer@greenridge.com

by Kathryn Atwood            
contributing reporter

Cherry Creek 
Elementary (CCE) 
welcomed 16 of the areas’ 
top spellers to the Greater 
Grand Rapids Regional 
Spelling Bee on the evening 
of Feb 11.

This is the third time 
that the school has hosted 
the event which takes place 
simultaneously with other 
schools throughout West 
Michigan. 

"Cherry Creek is a great 
venue for it," said principal 
Shelli Otten.

This year the bee was 
coordinated by teacher 
Cindy Young who reported 
that the entire fifth-grade 

Cherry Creek Elementary hosts regional spelling bee

Lowell representative for the regional 
competition and Cherry Creek Spelling Bee 
champion, Alana Peters.

teaching staff at the school 
took part in preparing for 
the bee.

"The fifth-grade staff 
prepared the area for the 
bee, welcomed families and 
contestants, gathered needed 
supplies and reviewed rules 
and regulations for this 
round of competition," said 
Young.

Each teacher also 
played a role during the 
bee. Eric Bredin served as 
the event’s announcer, Lori 
Grooters and Karen Latva 
were competition judges 
and Rob Stevens filled the 
role of parent advocate. 
Retired Lowell teacher 
Dale Latva also joined the 
group serving as the bee 

pronouncer, the person who 
recites the spelling words to 
the contestants. Fifth-grade 
students from the school 
also helped out by assisting 
and directing guests as they 
arrived to register for the 
competition.

First- and second-
place bee winners from 
eight schools, including 

Grandville Christian, 
Lakeside Elementary and 
Vista Charter Academy, 
traveled to Lowell to 
compete in the regional 
competition. Cherry Creek’s 
own bee champions, winner 
Alana Peters and runner-
up Joshua Beke, also took 
part in the contest which 
lasted more than twenty 

rounds before a winner was 
announced.

The winner, Charlotte 
Best from North Rockford 
Middle School, will now 
go on to compete against 
other regional champs at the 
Gerald R. Ford Museum on 
March 11 for the opportunity 
to compete nationally in 
Washington D.C.

Teacher Eric Bredin, shown here welcoming spectators, served as the 
event’s announcer.Cherry Creek 

Spelling Bee runner-
up and regional 
representative Joshua 
Beke.

Heather F. Wieberdink, 
of Lowell, was named to the 
dean’s list at Virginia Tech 
for the fall 2013 semester. 
To qualify for the dean’s 
list, students must attempt at 
least 12 credit hours graded 
on the A-F option and earn 
a 3.4 grade point average 
(on a 4.0 scale) during the 
semester.

Wieberdink is a senior 
majoring in international 
studies in the College of 
Liberal Arts and Human 
Sciences.

college 
news
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30 years, you would end up 
with about $243,000. (Keep 
in mind that you would have 
to pay taxes on withdrawals. 
Hypotheticals do not include 
any transaction costs or 
fees.) 

This enormous 
disparity between the 
amounts accumulated in the 
two accounts clearly shows 
the difference between 
“saving” and “investing.” 
Still, you might be thinking 
that investing is risky, while 
savings accounts carry much 
less risk. And it is certainly 
true that investing does 
involve risks — investments 
can lose value, and there’s 
no guarantee that losses will 
be recovered.

Nonetheless, if you put 
all your money in savings, 
you’re actually incurring 
an even bigger risk — the 
risk of not achieving your 
financial goals. In fact, a 
low-rate savings account 
might not even keep up with 
inflation, which means that, 
over time, you will lose 
purchasing power.

Ultimately, the question 
isn’t whether you should 
save or invest — you need 
to do both. But you do 
need to decide how much 
of your financial resources 
to devote toward savings 
and how much toward 
investments. By paying 
close attention to your cash 
flow, you should be able to 
get a good idea of the best 
savings and investment 
mix for your particular 
situation. For example, if 
you find yourself constantly 
dipping into your long-term 
investments to pay for short-
term needs, you probably 
don’t have enough money in 
savings. On the other hand, 
if you consistently find 
yourself with large sums in 
your savings account even 
after you’ve paid all your 
bills, you might be “sitting” 
on too much cash — which 
means you should consider 
moving some of this money 
into investments with 
growth potential. 

Saving and investing 
— that’s a winning 
combination. 

YOUR BUSINESS
 COULD BE HERE!

SAVE $$$$$
ADVERTISING IN THIS SPACE!!!

business   
  directory

thelowellledger.com
Check us out online ...

Make us your homepage!

Christopher C. Godbold

financial
focus $

TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 897-9261

BILL WHEELER

MICHIGAN

103 Riverside Dr. 
Lowell, Michigan 

49331
616-897-7711

1

209 E. Main St.
Lowell, MI  49331

RICH CURTIS
(616) 897-5686

In-Home Appliance Repair

350 North Center Street
Lowell, Michigan

616-897-8473 or 
616.292.1031

www.laurelsofkent.com

• Rehab Services • Respite Stays 
• Long Term Care • Pallitive  Care

Able to admit 24/7

P092014.1

For life
insurance,
call a good
neighbor.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI), 
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI),

Bloomington, IL

Call me and I’ll help you 
choose the right life insurance 
for you and your family.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Deborah Wilks, Agent
11827 Fulton St E
Lowell, MI  49331

Bus: 616-897-9237
dwilks@deborahwilks.com

HEALTH
With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 

Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

health

plantar warts

Plantar warts are skin 
growths on the bottom of 
your feet caused by human 
papillomavirus (HPV). 
There are over 100 types of 
HPV, but only several cause 
plantar warts. Not everyone 
who encounters this virus 
will develop a wart. These 
types are also not highly 
contagious. The virus enters 

the skin through cuts or 
cracks into the skin.

The virus does well 
in warm, moist areas like 
shower floors, swimming 
areas and locker rooms.

Children and people 
with weakened immune 
systems are more susceptible 
to getting this.

Plantar warts typically 

do not cause symptoms, but 
they can cause pain if they 
occur in pressure points or 
become too thick.

Many people think that 
the black pinpoints seen in 
the middle of the warts are 
“seeds of the wart,” but they 
are actually the ends of tiny 
clotted blood vessels.

Warts are difficult 
to treat. Options include 
freezing (cryotherapy), 
applying a blistering agent 
called cantharone (multiple 
applications are typically 
needed), Aldara cream or 
surgically excising the wart. 
Unfortunately, until your 
immune system renders the 
virus dormant, the warts can 
return.

It’s a good thing to 
have some savings. When 
you put the money in a low-
risk account, you can be 
pretty sure it will be readily 
available when you need it. 
Nonetheless, “saving” is not 
“investing” — and knowing 
the difference could pay off 
for you far into the future. 

Think about it this way: 
Saving is for today, while 
investing is for tomorrow. 

You need your savings 
to pay for your daily 
expenses, such as groceries, 
and your monthly bills — 
mortgage, utilities, and 
so on. In fact, you might 
even want your savings to 
include an emergency fund 
containing six to 12 months’ 
worth of living expenses to 
pay for unexpected costs, 
such as a new furnace or a 
major car repair.

These are all “here and 
now” expenses — and you 
could use your savings to 
pay for them. But in thinking 
of your long-term goals, 

Saving is good … but it’s not investing

such as college for your 
children and a comfortable 
retirement for yourself, 
most individuals typically 
can’t simply rely on their 
savings — they’ll need to 
invest. Why? Because, quite 
simply, investments can 
grow — and you will need 
this growth potential to help 
achieve your objectives. 

To illustrate the 
difference between saving 
and investing, let’s do a 
quick comparison. Suppose 
you put $200 per month 
into a savings account that 
paid hypothetical three-
percent interest (which is 
actually higher than the 
rates typically being paid 
today). After 30 years, you 
would have accumulated 
about $106,000, assuming 
you were in the 25 percent 
federal tax bracket. Now, 
suppose you put that same 
$200 per month in a tax-
deferred investment that 
hypothetically earned seven 
percent a year. At the end of 
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By Joanna Barr

viewpoint
to the	 editor

Sen. Carl Levin

FRIB funding is 
major milestone for 
Michigan and science

Looking Back,
continued, page 7

Dear Editor,
In case Mr. Howe 

hasn’t realized it yet, he is 
only one person. There have 
now been three professional 
people, whose job it is to 
interpret contracts, tell him 
he is wrong in how he is 
wording the contract and 
how he is handling the 
negotiations of said contract. 

How long is the council 
going to put up with his 
retaliation to the city works 

a very concerned citizen

points on second fact finding

because they dared to stand 
up for themselves and join 
the union when they could 
not get fair negotiations? 

Get over yourself and 
give the workers, who 
serve this community with 
such dedication, a fair 
contract as described by the 
professionals.

A very concerned 
Lowell citizen,

Shirley Crawford

To the Editor,
After reading the article 

on the “Second fact finding 
report” in the February 12, 
2014 issue of the Lowell 
Ledger, I felt compelled to 
point out a couple of glaring 
facts to our city leaders.

The fact finder stated, 
“The language sought by the 
city does nothing to rebuild 
trust, restore confidence and 
return the parties on the path 
to focusing on advancing 
the interest of the city. The 
main sticking point is the ‘at 
will’ vs. ‘just cause’ in the 
contract.”

Then followed city 
manager Mark Howe’s 
comment, “While we respect 
his (fact finder) opinion, it 
is just one opinion.” Howe 
went on to say, “the fact 
finder did not consider the 
fact that the majority of U.S. 
workers are without union 
representation.”

Point one, the workers 
who have joined the union 
did so right after the city 
council hired Mr. Howe. 
These same workers turned 
down an option to join 
the union prior to Howe’s 

appearance on the scene. 
It’s as plain as the nose on 
your face that this whole 
problem is solely because of 
Mark Howe and his lack of 
management skills, not the 
workers joining a union.

Second point, the 
residents of Lowell do not 
want you, Mr. Howe, to 
have the power of an “at 
will” contract over our city 
workers. These workers 

historically have given their 
all when it comes to their 
service to our community. 
So what on earth would 
you do with such power 
except abuse it? It seems 
the city council has “just 
cause” to replace our city 
manager and stop spending 
our tax dollars to fight these 
dedicated workers.

Sincerely,
Barb Barber

At the beginning of 
the year, Congress passed 
an appropriations bill that 
included a big victory for 
Michigan, for Michigan 
State University, for our 
nation and for science.

The legislation included 
full funding of $55 million 
for the Facility for Rare 
Isotope Beams (FRIB) at 
MSU. With funding in place, 
MSU can move forward this 
year on construction.

MSU won the 
competition to host FRIB 
in 2008 over some tough 
rivals, including federal 
laboratories. That victory 
made a powerful statement 
about America’s leadership 
in nuclear science and 
about Michigan’s role in 
maintaining that leadership. 
FRIB is also a major boost 
for Michigan’s economy, 
creating thousands of jobs 
as construction begins, and 
hundreds of high-skill, high-
paying jobs to operate the 
facility once it’s complete.

And what a facility. 
FRIB will be one of the 
world’s most important and 
powerful centers of research 
into nuclear science. FRIB 
will probe the secrets of the 
atom through the creation 
of rare isotopes – forms of 
elements that do not exist 
naturally on Earth, and that 
often exist in the lab for just 
fractions of a second.

FRIB will create these 
rare atoms using equipment 
that will accelerate atomic 
nuclei to incredible speeds 
– half the speed of light – 
and propel them into thin 
sheets of target material. 
The resulting collision will 
produce extraordinarily 

rare isotopes, some of 
which naturally exist only 
in the exploding heart of a 
supernova.

By studying these 
rare materials, scientists 
will be able to learn new 
lessons about how elements 
form. They will learn more 
about how atomic particles 
interact. FRIB will allow 
them to peer into the heart of 
stars and to study processes 
that could help develop 
technologies to detect and 
cure deadly diseases.

MSU has long been a 
leader in nuclear science. 
Thanks to facilities 
such as the National 
Superconducting Cyclotron 
Laboratory, East Lansing is 
one of the most important 
hubs of nuclear research 
on the planet. Its nuclear 
science program is ranked 
No. 1 in the nation, ahead 
of prestigious schools such 
as MIT and Cal Tech.  MSU 
researchers have helped 
unravel the mysteries of 
neutron stars, explored 
how reactions at the start 
of the universe created the 
elements that make life 
possible, studied ways to 
keep our nation’s nuclear 
weapons secure, and helped 
develop treatments for rare 
cancers.

FRIB will be a 
tremendous addition to 
that legacy. It will draw 
some of the world’s most 
accomplished scientists 
to Michigan and create 
enormous opportunities for 
scientific discovery.

That’s why Michigan’s 
delegation in Washington 

Levin, continued, 
page 7

125 years ago
Lowell Journal

February 20, 1889
The hard times cry didn't seem to hurt the valentine 

trade any.
John Goss orders his Journal to Parnell, the new 

post office near Grattan Catholic Church and adds: 
“Everything is booming here. All we need is a bank. 
We have a fine school, a church, a general store, a 
post office and a blacksmith shop.”

For some time past a gentleman by the name of 
Charles Wilson has been stopping at the Bailey house in 
the character of a wheat dealer. Recent developments 
go to show that he has not been here alone, but that 
he has had an efficient corps of men under his control 
that have unearthed some very interesting facts in 
relation to how juries have been manipulated in the 
courts of this and other counties. Mr. Charles Wilson 
proves to be the assistant superintendant of the 
Pinkerton detective agency at Chicago and when the 
testimony he has discovered comes to light, Ionia will 
experience something of a sensation. – Ionia Express.

  

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
February 19, 1914

The entertainment at the city hall by the eighth 
grade last evening called out a large attendance. The 
several parts and numbers were well taken and the 
audience was well pleased.

If you are thinking of buying an Overland car, place 
your order early so you will be sure of having it when 
you want it, as there are prospects of these cars being 
hard to get when the buying season is “on high.”

Headline: Preserved in Bible – Martin Hine’s 
valentine of sixty years ago. When you select a pretty 

valentine and send it to your best girl, do you ever 
wonder just what will be the ultimate fate of this bit 
of cupid lore? Sometimes there is a touch of genuine 
sentiment wrapped in these lace fantasies which goes 
where it was intended - straight into the heart of the 
fair one who receives it. More than a half century ago, 
back in 1854, Martin Hine, then only a youth in Grand 
Rapids, then only little more than an overgrown village, 
bought a valentine and sent it to pretty Lucy J. Tilden 
who lived in Lowell and taught school part of the year 
in Plainfield. It was a pretty valentine and on the inside 
page was a love verse written by the ardent young 
sender and in his own handwriting, too. This valentine 
carried its message straight into the heart of the pretty 
girl in Lowell and the next year the two young lovers 
were married and made their home in Grand Rapids. 
The valentine was preserved as one of the tender 
tokens of the courtship and it has rested peacefully 
between the pages of the family Bible all these years. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hine’s son and daughter, Attorney Frank 
W. Hine and Mrs. J. W. Johnson, reside in this city and 
the valentine is now in possession of Mrs. Johnson 
who considers it one of her choicest treasures. This 
valentine which was sent on St. Valentine’s day sixty 
years ago is remarkably well preserved. Only a few 
petals have fallen from the wreath of roses and the 
love poem written so long ago remains clear and 
undimmed by the passing years. -Grand Rapids Press.

Special Train from Grand Rapids Friday night. 
On account of a Shriner’s meeting in Grand Rapids, 
tomorrow a special train has been chartered to bring 
Lowell people home the same night. Go down on any 
train you choose and return with the crowd. For tickets 
and any further information, see Charles Doyle.

 

75 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
February 23, 1939

Headline: H.S. Schreiner, 80, recalls big flood of 34 
years ago - was rescued by human chain. The Ledger 
is in receipt of a letter from H. S. Schreiner of Grand 
Rapids concerning points of interest about the flood of 
Lowell in June 1905. Mr. Schreiner in now in his 80th 
year and has many vivid memories of Lowell in earlier 
days. Mr. Schreiner says that: “The flood of June 6, 
1905, was a bad one. As Andrew Heydlauff stepped 
off the sidewalk, it gave away. Mr. Heydlauff was a 
telegraph operator and ticket agent. I (Mr. Schreiner) 
was caught in the uptown D. & M. railroad office when 
the foundation gave away. I was in the water up to my 
shoulders.

The Lowell Post Office departed from its usual 
routine last Thursday by engaging for a time in selling 
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CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
(Assembly of God)

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery
Robert Holmes, Pastor

SUNDAYS:
Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m.

“The Source” Youth: 7:00 p.m.

2275 West Main Street  • 897-7168
Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org

Rev. Jon Pickens
Pastor Phil Severn

Sun. Worship Service..........................9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Sunday School Hour/ABF’s...................................11:00 A.M.
AWANA 6-8/Youth Ministry............................Wed. 6:15 P.M.

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell

9:45 A.M. .....................Sunday School
10:30 A.M............................Fellowship
11:00 A.M.................................Worship

Nursery & Children 
Worship Programs Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service..............Sunday -10:30 A.M.
(Nursery available)

Sunday School................................9:00 A.M.
Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Rod Galindo
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship................10:00 A. M.
Sunday School....................11:20 A.M.
Evening Worship...................6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

402 Amity St. • 897-9820
www.stmary-lowell.com

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 10:30 AM
Saturday confessions: 3-4:30 PM

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:00 AM - 8 PM
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS - CALL PETE WIGGINS  897-7915

SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 393, EWTN FOR 24 HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

621 E. Main Street
897-5936

www.lowellumc.com
Barrier-free entrance

WORSHIP.............................8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
SUNDAY SCHOOL............................9:30 a.m.
YOUTH GROUPS (JR. & SR. HIGH).......6:00 p.m.
Wednesday After-School Kids’ Club until 5:30 p.m.

Rev. Rick Blunt

churchesarea

engagements

happy 
birthday!

college news

If you see this fabulous farmer - 
DOUG FORD

on February 19, 2014 ...

Wish him

HAPPY
60TH

BIRTHDAY!

Mark Johnson, LUTCF
6095 28th Street
Grand Rapids

616-940-8181
mjohnso@fbinsmi.com

MarkJohnsonAgency.com

Your local agent insures your

Mr. and Mrs. Perry 
Beachum of Lowell, 
Michigan and Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Bradley of St. 
Louis, Missouri, are pleased 
to announce the engagement 
of their children, Meghan 
Leigh Beachum to Benjamin 
Hunter Bradley.

Beachum/Bradley

Benjamin Bradley and Meghan Beachum

The bride and groom-
to-be met at Hope College 
in Holland, Michigan and 
currently reside in Denver, 
Colorado. They are planning 
a June wedding in Boulder, 
Colorado.

The junior members 
of Lowell Women’s Club 
(LWC) annually host the 
February membership 
meeting.

This year with a 
birthday luncheon complete 
with cake, crown, scepter, 
velvet cape and special 
tribute read by the girls, 
Betty Yeiter was name 
Lowell Women’s Club “One 
and Only” Queen of Hearts.

Along with celebrating 
her 90th birthday, the 
membership shared stories 
of Yeiter and the influence 
she has been to LWC during 
her 30 year membership.

To complete the honor, 
the membership made 
special Valentines for the 
residents of Laurels of Kent.

LWC celebrates their Queen of Hearts

FEBRUARY 19
Jerrica Foss, Bruce Baird, 
Betty Newhouse.

FEBRUARY 20
Mike Rivers, Gary Kemp, 
Barbara Carpenter, 
Sara Soyka, Madison 
Emelander, Nate Sloan.

FEBRUARY 21
Betsy Vezino, Ashton 
VanDerWarf, Kimberly 
Sterzick, Robin Martin, 
Luke Landman.

FEBRUARY 22
Kevin Gerard, Lloyd 
Powell, Rob Tulecki, Julie 
Shaffer, Jessy Dale Abel, 
Krista Foster.

FEBRUARY 23
Joe Ellis, Heather Essich, 
Sharon Miles.

FEBRUARY 24
Cliff Mulder, Tarah Essich, 
Lizzy Decker.

FEBRUARY 25
Mike Nearing.

Lowell's "One and Only" Queen of Hearts Betty Yeiter.

Western Michigan 
University announces the 
names of students who were 
placed on the dean’s list for 
the fall 2013 semester. To be 
eligible for the dean's list, 
students must have earned 
at least a 3.5 grade point 
average (on a scale of 4.0 
being all As) in at least 12 
hours of graded class work.

Local students honored 
for the fall semester 
include, from Ada: 
Caroline Aleck, Alyson 
Bruno, Lauren Donahue, 

Brittany Gervais, Mikaela 
Harris, Cassandra Hartline, 
Benjamin Lesneski, Devean 
Morse, Helen Watrous, 
and Brieanna Wilson; from 
Alto: Sarah Clements, 
Alexandra Forsythe, Kelsey 
Haverkamp, Spencer 
Plattner, and Ashley 
Tuma; of Lowell: William 
Athmann, Alexander Brock, 
David Burnett, Zachary 
Crawford, Jonathan Fox, 
Kaily Gillan, Bryleigh 
Loughlin, Samantha 
Ritchie, and Lauren Smit.
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BOWNE TOWNSHIP
NOTICE

BOARD OF REVIEW
THE BOARD OF REVIEW OF BOWNE TOWNSHIP WILL 
MEET IN THE NEW TOWNSHIP OFFICE BUILDING – 

8240 ALDEN  NASH SE., ALTO ON:

FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2014  1:00 P.M.
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

MONDAY,  MARCH 10, 2014   9:00 A.M. – 12:00 Noon
1:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 12, 2014
1:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.

&
6:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.

(NOTE THE EVENING HOURS ARE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)

FOR THE PURPOSE OF REVIEWING THE TAX ROLL AND  HEARING 
ALL CLAIMS.  YOU MAY APPEAL YOUR ASSESSED VALUATION 
ONE OF (2) WAYS:  BY LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE BOWNE 
TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR AND RECEIVED BY HIM PRIOR TO 
MARCH 4, 2014 OR BY APPEARING IN PERSON ON ONE OF THE 
DATES THE BOARD OF REVIEW MEETS.

THE TENTATIVE REAL PROPERTY ASSESSMENT AND 
ASSESSMENT MULTIPLIER REQUIRED BY PA 165 OF 1971 ARE:

                                            
 Agricultural Ratio 47.64 l.0495 Multiplier
 Commercial Ratio 53.79 .9295 Multiplier
 Industrial Ratio 50.12 .9976 Multiplier
 Residential Ratio 47.30 1.0571 Multiplier

DENNIS MCKELVEY-ASESSOR
CHRISTIAN WENGER-SUPERVISOR

BOWNE TOWNSHIP897-8560

• Septic Tanks Cleaned •
• Home Sale Evaluations •

C
O
U
P
O
N

C
O
U
P
O
N

WE ACCEPT COMPETITORS COUPONS!

baby chicks – all because of a consignment of 300 
addressed to a consignee who could not be located. 
In such cases postal regulations require after 72 hours 
such consignments shall be offered to the highest 
bidder. The C. O. D. charges amounted to nearly 
$40.00 and the highest bid was $10.00.

 

50 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
February 20, 1964

Lowell police find absent-minded businessman 
every week who hurry away and leave their place of 
business open. The week the Ledger was informed 
by a card from M. Roth that read: “Steve, if you must 
stay open, better leave a salesman on the job.” The 
opened door was discovered Sunday morning by a 
local family returning from church.

Workmen from the Rootlvoets & Son Landscaping 
firm of Grand Rapids were busy planting two sugar 
maple trees in the neatly-kept lawn at the Lowell Post 
Office. This is just one of the many improvement 

has worked so hard to 
ensure that funding was in 
place – not always an easy 
task at a time of tight federal 
budgets. In the Senate, Sen. 
Debbie Stabenow and I have 
worked with our colleagues 
on the appropriate 
committees to emphasize 
the importance of FRIB 
to science and our nation. 
On a bipartisan basis, our 
colleagues in the House of 
Representatives have done 
the same. We’ve worked 
closely with officials at 
MSU, including university 
President Lou Anna Simon, 
and with officials at the 
Department of Energy, to 
ensure that FRIB remains 
on track.

The funding included 
in this year’s appropriations 
bill represents a key 
milestone in turning FRIB’s 

promise into reality and 
strengthening Michigan’s 
role in advanced science. No 
longer just blueprints and 
artists’ renderings, FRIB is 

about to become real – and 
when it does, some of the 
universe’s biggest mysteries 
will become a lot less 
mysterious.

Levin, continued

Looking Back, continued
projects which the post office will undergo in the next 
several months.

 
 

25 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
February 22, 1989

Headline: School nears computer program goal. 
Lowell’s school system has been collecting cash-
register receipts from Food City Stores since last 
October. Ginny Webster, school media specialist and 
coordinator of Lowell’s computer program reported 
that the school has collected $92,000 in receipts 
leaving it a little shy of the $120,000 necessary for 
the purchase of the Apple II computer. “We’ve been 
pleased with the response thus far,” Webber said. 
“The school will continue to collect receipts through 
May. I’m hopeful that through this Food City group 
program the school can collect enough receipts for a 
computer and a printer ($60,000).” Apple computers 
are excellent educational tools. Lowell feels it would be 

•••
“Children are educated by what the 

grown-up is and not by his talk.” 
~ Carl  Jung

ideal if every student could have extensive hands-on 
access to a classroom computer prior to graduation.” 
Webber added that she is hopeful of establishing a 
small computer lab in the library so that all areas and 
all students have access.

Headline: Power lines ground swan. Lowell 
veterinarian Dick Russell nursed back to health a 
shocked swan Monday, Feb. 20. Area resident Tom 
Organek watched as the swan flew into some power 
lines by the dam north of town, before falling to the 
ground. Organek stopped his car and went to the aid 
of the stunned and unconscious swan. Organek then 
took it to the Lowell Veterinary Clinic where Russell 
examined the swan. “It was stunned and incurred a 
mild concussion, but there were no broken bones and 
I believe the swan will be alright,” Russell said. “I’ll 
keep an eye on the swan and release it back to the 
wild when it has recovered.” Russell added that any 
person attempting to help an injured wildlife animal 
should seek help from an animal shelter. “I’ve seen 
people get injured trying to help an animal. Also, if the 
animal is scared enough it's apt to hurt itself,” he said. 

March is National 
Umbrella Month. It is a 
time to celebrate a useful 
invention used by most 
everyone. When the rain 
pours, an umbrella has you 
covered.

If you work and pay 
Social Security taxes, we 
have you covered too. You 
qualify for Social Security 
benefits by earning credits 

when you work in a job 
or are self-employed and 
pay Social Security payroll 
taxes. In 2014, you receive 
one credit for each $1,200 
of earnings, up to the 
maximum of four credits per 
year. Most people need 10 
years of work (40 credits) 
to be eligible for retirement 
benefits.

The number of credits 

you need for disability 
benefits depends on how old 
you are when you become 
disabled. For example, 
if your disability occurs 
before age 24, you generally 
need one and a half years 
of work (six credits) in 
the three years before you 
became disabled. At age 31 
or older, you generally need 
at least 20 credits in the 10 

years immediately before 
you became disabled.

In most cases, you need 
to have worked about 10 
years for surviving family 
members to qualify for 
survivors benefits. Survivors 
of very young workers may 
be eligible if the deceased 
worker was employed for 
1 1/2 years during the three 
years before his or her death.

Umbrellas have been 
around for thousands of 
years.  Social Security 
has only been around 
since 1935. Yet the Social 
Security umbrella covers 
an expanded range of 
services for you and your 
family. When you need to 
learn more about disability, 
survivors or retirement, 
the place to go is www.

socialsecurity.gov. And you 
don’t even have to grab your 
umbrella on your way to 
apply-just do it online from 
the comfort of your own 
home or office computer.

Vonda VanTil is the public 
affairs specialist for West 
Michigan. You can write her c/o 
Social Security Administration, 
3045 Knapp St NE, Grand Rapids, 
MI 49525 or via email at vonda.
vantil@ssa.gov  

When “storms” hit, Social Security has you covered
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MEGA Lowell All-Sports
E Q U I P M E N T  S W A P

 
Make $$ by selling your used equipment & shop for great deals!

Perfect time to clean your basement & garage! Treadmills,
weight equipment, golf gear, skis, hockey, ice skates, wrestling gear

ANY sporting goods in working order will be accepted

Saturday, February 22, 2014
Lowell High School Cafeteria • 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

  How It Works
  •  Bring your sporting equipment already priced to one of the drop-off times.
  •  After the sale, pick up any unsold equipment and 50% of the sale proceeds.  
   The other 50% is donated to Lowell Youth Lacrosse for managing the sale.
  •  You can choose to keep the $ or donate it to the Lowell sport of your choice.
  •  Any equipment or monies not picked up by 4pm will be considered a donation 
   to Lowell Youth Lacrosse.

 Equipment Drop Off Equipment Pick Up
 (inside LHS Cafeteria) (inside LHS Cafeteria)
 Friday, February 21, 5:30-7:00 pm Saturday, February 22, 3:00-4:00 pm
 Saturday, February 22, 7:00-8:30 am

Sale hosted by Lowell Youth Lacrosse
For more information contact:  Darci Mierendorf • 616-206-4550 • lowellyouthlax@gmail.com

EquipSwapAd.ai   1   2/15/14   1:56 PM

Family Dentistry of Lowell

WWW.FAMILYDENTISTRYOFLOWELL.COMJENNIFER BYRD, D.D.S.  |  ANN WILSON, D.D.S. 

At Family Dentistry of Lowell, traditional dental services 
meet modern dentistry...with a feminine touch.

Dr. Wilson and Dr. Byrd welcome you and your family 
into our calming and nurturing environment. 

Heated neck pillows and blankets will help you  
slowly relax. 

We also offer personal headphones with access to the 
music of your choice. 

Doesn’t your family deserve a better dental experience? 

AreN’T YOu For A 

BETTER DENTAL ExpERIENCE?
 READY

616-897-4835 

147 NORTh CENTER STREET, LOWELL 

Four varsity fall sports 
teams have earned the 
recognition of Academic 
All-State for their efforts 
in the classroom during the 
2013 fall season. Football, 
girls’ golf, boys’ tennis 
and volleyball earned the 
academic honors from 
their respective coaches’ 
associations. Four athletes 
also were individually 
honored for academic 
achievement.

The 2013 varsity 
football team, coached 
by Noel Dean, earned 
No. 1 Academic All-
State distinction from 
the Michigan High 
School Football Coaches’ 
Association (MHSFCA) 
in Division 2 with a 3.994 
GPA. With its 3.994 GPA, 
Lowell had the highest 
GPA of all eight divisions 
of Michigan high school 
football. Individually, 
Kanon Dean was named 

Four Lowell fall sports’ teams earn Academic All-State
to the 28th MHSFCA 
Academic First Team All-
State Football Team, one of 
only 26 football players in 
all divisions in the State of 
Michigan to earn the highest 
academic honor. Kanon 
also had the highest ACT 
score of the 26 first-team 
members.

The 2013 girls’ golf 
team, coached by Kim 
Stevens, earned the honor 
of Academic All-State from 

the Michigan Interscholastic 
Golf Coaches’ Association 
(MIGCA) with a 3.885 
average GPA. The team’s 
average GPA is based on the 
GPA of the five girls who 
each played in the MHSAA 
regional tournament. 
The girls were Morgan 
Fuller, Paige McKenna, 
Alainie Thomas, Danielle 
Krajewski, and Anna 
Organek.

Lowell's 2013 varsity academic football team.

Lowell's 2013 varsity academic golf team.

Lowell's 2013 varsity academic tennis team.

The 2013 boys’ tennis 
team, coached by Bonnie 
Wall who recently retired 
from the position after 
15+ years, was ranked 
11th out of 77 schools 
in Division 2 to earn All 
Academic Team honors 

from the Michigan High 
School Tennis Coaches’ 
Association (MHSTeCA). 
The MHSTeCA designation 
requires the GPA of all 
players on the regional line-
up.

The 2013 volleyball 
team, coached by Cassie 
McFarland, earned Team 
Academic Honors from the 
Michigan Interscholastic 
Volleyball Coaches’ 
Association (MIVCA) with 
an overall team GPA of 

3.9. The team 
GPA placed 
Lowell in the 
Top three of all 
Class A schools 
in the State 
of Michigan.  
I n d i v i d u a l l y, 
K o r t n e y 
Beachler, Abby 
Petroelje and 
Aubreigh Steed 
earned Academic 
All-State honors.

Lowell's 2013 varsity academic volleyball team.

•••
“One thing I  had 

learned from watching 
chimpanzees with their 
infants is that having 

a child should be fun.” 

~ Jane Goodal l
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LowellArts! - 149 S. Hudson St
4:30 pm or 5:30 pm - 30-min. session to hear DIY tips on 
hanging artwork, what to hang, how to hang it and where 
to buy it.  Also view the W. MI Regional Art Competition
 
L4 Alterations - 216 E. Main St
4:00 pm -5:00 pm - Come with your basic sewing questions
5:00 pm -5:15 pm - Quilting-it's not just a craft
5:15 pm -5:30 pm -  Fabrics and patterns to quilt
5:30 pm -5:45 pm - Demonstration on creating a square
6:00 pm -6:15 pm - Quilting-it's not just a craft
6:15 pm -6:30 pm - Fabrics and patterns to quilt
6:30 pm -6:45 pm - Demonstration on creating a square
 
Flat River Antique Emporium - 216 W. Main St, #3
4:00 pm or 5:30 pm - 20-min. session 
on how to create a listing on Craig's List 
4:45 pm or 6:15 pm - 15-min. session on 
how to create a Chalk board memo board

Stop in at these participating Merchants and learn something new!
Journeys Time Antiques - 209 W. Main St
Stop by anytime between 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm to learn 
how to repair old, plug-in light cords. 
 
Flat River Cottage - 317 E. Main St 
Stop by anytime between 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm to learn 
how to use Chalk Paint® decorative paint by Annie Sloan 
and create different techniques. 
 
Glass House Designs - 215 W. Main St
Learn how to mosaic using glass!
Come in anytime between 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm to create 
a mosaic coaster (to be picked up at a later date). 
Instruction and individual help will be available. 
 
Springrove Variety - 123 W. Main St
 Stop by anytime between 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm to 
receive basic instruction to knit and crochet. 

THURSDAY
FEBRUARY
27

We are so proud of the woman you have 
become. Not only to graduate, but to 

take top PT and graduate with honors! 
We are so happy we were able to be a 
part of this important milestone in your 

life. We are so excited to see 
where you go from here! 

Aim High.....FLY - FIGHT - WIN!
We Love You!

Uncle Bill, Aunt Michele, Lauren, 
Paige, Blake, and Grandma

TO OUR NEWEST “AIRMAN”
REBECCA MICHELE CHAMBERLAIN 
graduating Air Force Military Training 
WITH HONORS this past weekend 

at Lackland Air Force Base 
in San Antonio, TX:

by Kathryn Atwood 
contributing reporter

Third- through fifth-
grade students at Alto 
Elementary took part in an 
alternative Valentine’s Day 
celebration called Healthy 
Heart Day on Friday, Feb 
14.

The all-day event has 
been taking place at the 
school for the past fifteen 
years and focuses on 
guiding students toward 
making healthy choices, 
both physically and 
mentally. Barb Schneider, 
who organizes the event 
along with fellow teachers 
Nancy Anderson and 
Rachel Millhisler. About 
their creative use of the 
holiday Schneider said, "We 
no longer wanted to have a 
traditional Valentine's Day 
party, but thought instead we 
could use this day in a more 
productive way. Our goal is 
to give our students exciting 
opportunities to learn about 
living a balanced, healthy 
lifestyle."

Students gathered in the 
gym at the start of the day 
to welcome motivational 
keynote speaker and TV 
personality Maranda. She 
brought along some mascot 
friends and gold medals 
for each of the students in 
attendance in honor of the 
Olympic games. 

Following the opening 
assembly, students 
began a rotation of both 
informative and fun 
activities revolving around 
the healthy heart theme. 

Heart Healthy Valentine’s Day in Alto Elementary
These stations included 
an outdoor snowshoeing 
adventure, dental hygiene 
information, healthy eating 
tips and a fun cardio-dance 
lesson provided by local 
professional dancer and 
fitness instructor Louis 
Richards. "I think this is 
my fifth year coming out 
here and we always have so 
much fun!" Richards said 
of his Healthy Heart Day 
experience.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
from throughout the 
community also took part 
in the day’s activities. 
Yoga sessions were led by 
Lowell YMCA employees 
Eva Weber and Lynn 
Draigh. Cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) lessons 
were given to students by 
Tim Bergy, better known 
to community members as 
“Firefighter Tim.”

"During one of the 
stations, the students 
were provided a healthy 
snack, prepared by parent 
volunteers, with donations 
made possible by parents 
and the Michigan Dairy 
Council," reported 
Schneider, who also 
extended her thanks to 
the Pink Arrow Project 
for providing additional 
funding for the health 
conscious event that was 
truly a community effort. 

Closing ceremonies 
took place back in the 
gymnasium where students 
welcomed members of 
the Red Arrow youth 

gymnastics team (RAYG). 
"This year's theme 

is ‘Balancing A Healthy 
Lifestyle,’ so we stayed 
local and asked Lowell 

Dancer Louis Richards leads members of Mr. Kovach's class during their cardio session.

gymnasts to join us," said 
Schneider, who joked that 
gymnasts certainly know a 
lot about balance. 

RAYG team member 

Maura Fitzpatrick, along 
with Amber Brown and 
Joslynn Battle, former Alto 
students; performed a series 
of increasingly difficult 

gymnastics’ skills, including 
tumbling and balance beam 
exercises, in a grand finale 
that wowed the young 
audience. 

Teacher Rachel Millhisler assists students with 
brain games at the mind activity station. 

Karsten Kirkendall and Grace Ostrander 
did an excellent job representing Lowell 
Middle School at the Regional Spelling Bee 
held at Northview Schools on Feb.11. Lowell 
Area Schools has announced that Kirkendall 
won first place and is the first Regional 
Spelling Bee champion from Lowell Middle 
School.

The winner of each Regional Spelling Bee 
advances to the Greater Grand Rapids Spelling 
Bee. The final local competition will be held 
on March 11 at 6:30 pm at the Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Museum auditorium.

Middle school regional spelling bee champion
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PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF LOWELL
2014 BOARD OF REVIEW

MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

The City of Lowell Board of Review for 2014 will be held at the 
Lowell City Hall, 301 E Main St SE, on the following dates: 

Organizational Meeting: Monday, March 3rd, 11:00am

Appeal Hearings: 
Monday, March 10th, 9:00am to 3:00pm 

Wednesday, March 12th, 3:00pm to 9:00pm 

Meetings are by Appointment, to schedule, 
contact: City Hall @ ph.  616.897.8457

The Board of Review will meet as many more days as deemed necessary 
to hear questions, protests and to equalize the 2014 assessments

By City Charter, residents are able to protest by letter, 
provided protest letter is received prior to March 3rd 2014

The tentative ratios and the estimated multipliers for each class 
of real property and personal property for 2014 are as follows: 

Commercial ......................... 50.01 .......................... 0.9998
Residential .......................... 47.09 .......................... 1.0618
Industrial ............................. 51.97 .......................... 0.9621
Personal Property ............... 50.00 .......................... 1.0000

Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Notice 
The City will provide necessary reasonable services to individuals 

with disabilities at the Board of Review meetings upon 3 days’ notice.
Contact: Mark Howe – City Manager, ph. 616.897.8457

by Karen Jack

Having to face a tough 
OK White conference 
team once in a week is bad 
enough, but to have to face 
them twice, is a challenge. 
The Lady Arrows had to 
face Caledonia twice this 
week and lost the first one 
by two points (43-41), but 
made some adjustments 
during the week to come 
back and beat them 50-42.

In the first match-
up, the Arrows went into 
the third quarter trailing 
by six points. They went 
on a run to get up by six 
with three minutes to go. 
A few bad plays happened 

Second time is the charm for Lady Red Arrows

The girls travel to Jenison on Friday. Game time is 6:00 pm. They then 
will travel to Rockford for districts on Monday starting at 7:00 pm.

and Caledonia managed to 
squeak out the win.

“I thought we played 
not to lose, rather than 
just finish strong on our 
momentum,” said Coach 
Jake Strotheide. “I thought 
we did some things really 
well, but I needed to put us 
in a better position to win 
and didn’t. I’ll take a lot of 
responsibility for that loss as 
a coach.”

Kate Montgomery led 
the scoring with 11 points 
and Katie Holzhuter had 10.

The Arrows went 
back to the drawing board 
at practice to prepare for 

Caledonia’s 1-3-1 zone and 
be ready for it on Friday. 
“We wanted to make sure 
we played harder than them 
and leave everything else 
to chance,” said Strotheide. 
“We made a few adjustments 
and I thought our girls were 
really excited and eager to 
play them again.”

Lowell came out with 
a vengeance in the second 
game. Sarah Oesch sunk 
her first career three-pointer 
to spark the team at the 
beginning of the game. 
The Arrows were diving 
for loose balls, boxing out 
for rebounds and knocking 

down tough shots. “We went 
into the locker room down 
by four,” added Strotheide. 
“I thought we were playing 
harder, but weren’t attacking 
enough, shooting only two 
free throws in the first half, 
which is so unlike us.”

The coach took care 
of that at the half-time 
break and Lowell quickly 
erased their lead as Katie 
Holzhueter and Aubreigh 
Steed both knocked down 
three-point shots. “Our 

defense in the second 
half was really good and 
I thought we wore them 
down.”

The Lady Arrows upped 
their lead to nine in the 
fourth quarter and made the 
extra pass, free throws and 
getting the extra rebounds. 
“It was just a great effort 
by our whole team,” said 
Strotheide.

Holzhueter led the 
scoring in this game with 

15 points followed by 
Steed with 14. Holzhueter 
had three three-point goals, 
with Oesch and Steed each 
having one. Steed also had 
nine rebounds.

“I’m really excited the 
way we’re playing now 
and hope we can continue 
this effort for this week. 
We know it won’t be easy, 
but I know we’ll play hard 
and hopefully it’ll be in our 
favor.”

by Karen Jack

The boys’ basketball 
team won a barn burner 
in the last second against 
Cedar Springs, beating them 
52-50.

At first, it looked like 
Lowell was going to blow 
the Redhawks away, leading 
16-8 at the end of the first 
quarter, thanks to Matt 
Beachler’s four three-point 

Boys beat Cedar Springs but fall to Caledonia
baskets in the first quarter. 
But Cedar Springs hung 
tough in the second quarter 
shooting basket-for-basket 
with Lowell. The Redhawks 
obviously made adjustments 
at halftime going on a 17-10 
run in the third quarter to 
only trail by two.

In the fourth quarter, 
both teams went back and 

forth with the scoring. 
They were all tied up with 
two seconds to go when 
Lowell’s Ryan Stevens got 
the game-winning lay-up.

Stevens was the high 
scorer with 19 points and 
Beachler pitched in 18. 
Stevens also had five assists.

On Friday, the Arrows 
faced conference foe 

Caledonia and weren’t as 
fortunate, losing to them 47-
42.

Caledonia came out 
of the gate out-shooting 
the Arrows in the first 
quarter by seven points, but 
Lowell went toe-to-toe with 
Caledonia in the second 
quarter with each team 
scoring nine points.

The Arrows came out 
of the locker room in the 
third quarter and outscored 
the Scots by six points to 
go into the fourth quarter 
down by only one point. 
The Arrows played tough 
defense all game long to 
force turnovers and create 

opportunities for scoring, 
but they just couldn’t get 
over the deficit before time 
ran out.

Beachler was the high 
scorer in this game with 
20 points, including three 
three-pointers. Stevens had 
16.

Matt Beachler drives around the pick.

The Arrows will travel to Jenison on Friday. Game time is 7:45 pm.
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by Karen Jack

The Red Arrow 
wrestling team will be 
making another trip to Battle 
Creek to go for another state 
championship. The last 
championship was in 2009, 
so it’s been five years since 
the Arrows brought it home 
and this team is hungry for 
that elusive title.

To get there, Lowell 
had to beat two teams at 
the regional competition. 
On Wednesday, they easily 
handled both Sparta (55-15) 
and Fruitport (48-22).

Winners for Lowell 
against Sparta were Logan 
Wilcox (285) by decision, 
void at 103 lbs., Lucas Hall 
(112) by decision, Zeth 
Dean (119) by technical fall, 
Derek Krajewski (125) by 
major decision, Bailey Jack 
(130) by pin, Eli Boulton 
(152) by pin, Kanon Dean 
(160) by tech, Max Dean 
(171) by pin, Garett Stehley 
(189) by pin and Josh 
Colegrove (215) by tech.

In the Fruitport match, 
winners were Lucas Hall, 
Zeth Dean, Krajewski, Jack 
and Jordan Hall all by major 

decision. Kanon Dean and 
Stehley both won by pin. 
Max Dean and Sam Russell 
both won by void. Josiah 
Buys (215) won by decision.

“We’re very excited 
to compete in Battle Creek 
again,” said coach RJ 
Boudro. “This team has a 
great chemistry and I know 
they’re looking forward to 
the opportunity in front of 
them.”

The team then traveled 
to Spring Lake on Saturday 
for the individual regionals 
to determine which wrestlers 
would get to travel to the 
individual finals competition 
at the Palace of Auburn 
Hills. Ten of 14 qualified 
for the trip, with eight of 
them coming away with the 
regional championship and 
two runners-up.

The regional champions 
were all state placers last 
year and included Hall (112), 
Zeth Dean (119), Krajewski 
(125), Jordan Hall (135), 
Kanon Dean (160), Max 
Dean (171), Stehley (189) 
and Colegrove (215). The 
runners-up were defending 

Wrestlers to vie for their fourth team state championship

The team will face Warren Lincoln in the state quarterfinals at Kellogg Arena in Battle Creek on Friday, with meet time at 5:30 pm. 
If they win, they will face the winner of the Niles and Byron Center game on Saturday at 11:45 am in the semifinal round. 

Team finals will be held on Saturday at 4:00 pm.

state champions at 119 lbs., 
Jack (130) and freshman 
Russell (103).

“It’s hard to be critical 
when you qualify 10 guys 
for the state finals, but I 
really feel like we could 

have had all 14 guys get 
through,” added Boudro. 
“We had four wrestlers 
in the blood round who 
wrestled extremely hard 
and left it all on the mat. I 
know all those guys put it 

all on the line and we are 
proud of them for that. They 
have nothing to feel bad 
about. Having 10 wrestlers 
in the regional final was 
awesome and then having 
eight champs was really a 

great feeling. We’re looking 
forward to team states and 
then we will reorganize and 
get our individuals prepared 
to make an individual state 
run.

The team celebrates their regional win and a trip to Battle Creek.

by Karen Jack

On Monday the Lowell 
gymnasts faced powerhouse 
Rockford in their last regular 
season meet, just missing 
out on the victory by .8125 
with a final score of 137.20 
to 136.3875.

Lauren DeHaan got 
her personal best on both 
vault and floor and Lauren 
Browning and Bethany 
Kaczanowski both had their 
personal bests on the floor.

DeHaan led the vault 
scores with 9.025, followed 
by Lauren Browning (8.7), 
Bethany Kaczanowski 
(8.7) and Corah Kaufman 
(8.525). DeHaan also led 
the floor scores with 9.175, 
followed by Lisa Price 
(9.05), Browning (9.013) 
and Kaczanowski (8.8).  
On bars, Kaufman led the 
team with 8.55, followed by 
Browning (8.3) and DeHaan 
(7.75). Sarena Wilterdink 
and Danielle Krajewski 
both scored 7.6 on bars. 
DeHaan led the team on the 
beam with 8.65, followed by 
Kaufman (8.55), Krajewski 

 

Lowell gymnasts  tie for third at conferences
(8.0) and Leana Weiler 
(8.0).

DeHaan led the all-
around with 34.6. Kaufman 
had her personal best in 
all-around with 34.175 and 
Browning had 33.913.

“I’m so proud of these 
girls,” said coach Michele 

DeHaan. “Yes, we lost but 
not by much and so many 
great moments.” The team 
finished the regular season 
with a 5-3 record, which 
is the best season DeHaan 
has ever had coaching the 
Arrows. The team has never 
posted as many scores 

in the nines in one meet 
before and every single girl 
on the team qualified for 
regionals, which is another 
first. To qualify, the girls 
must get a certain score on 
each apparatus four times 
throughout the season.

Seven girls qualified 
for regional all-around, 
including Jordan Lytle, 
Meghan Plutschouw, 
Krajewski, DeHaan, 
Kaczanowski, Browning 
and Kaufman. Nine girls 
qualified on two events, 
including Kaylee Wold, 
Colleen Cater, Weiler, 
Karmen Anderson, Sela 
Bauman, Paige DeHaan, 
Alise Forward, Price and 
Lilly Quiggle; Wilterdink 
qualified for bars.

The Arrows also 
qualified as a team.

At the conference meet, 
the team tied for third with 

The girls will head to regionals at Rockford 
on Saturday, March 1. Meet time is 10:00 am.

Lilly Quiggle 
performs on the floor.

Kenowa Hills behind Forest 
Hills and Rockford.

Leaders for Lowell on 
vault were Kaczanowski 
(8.7), Browning (8.7), Lytle 
(8.45) and Kaufman (8.4). 
Lytle led the team on the 
bars with 8.575 and placed 
third conference-wide; 
Kaufman placed fourth with 
8.55. Krajewski scored 7.8 
and Anderson scored 7.675.

Lytle placed fourth 
conference-wide on the 
beam with 9.125. The other 
top scorers for Lowell on 
the beam were Kaczanowski 
(8.425), Kaufman (8.2) and 
Weiler (7.75). On floor, 
Browning led the team 
with 8.975, followed by 
Krajewski (8.7), Kaufman 
(8.55) and Kaczanowski 
(8.525).

Lauren DeHaan was 
named all-conference 
honorable mention.

Leana Weiler leaps on the beam.
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105 N. Broadway, Lowell • 897-9261

COPY SERVICE

2014 BOARD OF REVIEW NOTICE
Lowell Charter Township

2910 Alden Nash Ave SE
Lowell, Mi.  49331

2014 BOARD OF REVIEW MEETING SCHEDULE
The Lowell Township Board of Review for 2014 

will be held at the Lowell Township Hall,
2910 Alden Nash Ave SE, on the following dates:

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 at 10 a.m. - Organizational Meeting

Monday, March 10, 2014
9:00 a.m. to 12 noon & 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. &

Thursday, March 13, 2014
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

The Board of Review will meet as many more days as deemed 
necessary to hear questions,protests, and to equalize the 2014 

assessments.  By board resolution, residents are
allowed to protest by letter, provided protest letter 

is received prior to March 13, 2014.

The tentative ratios and the estimated multipliers for each class
of real property and personal property for 2013 are as follows:

 Agricultural ................... 47.01 .....................1.0636
 Commercial .................. 50.76 .....................0.9850
 Residential ................... 48.37 .....................1.0336
 Industrial ....................... 51.25 ....................... .9756
 Personal ....................... 50.00 .....................1.0000

American with Disabilities (ADA) Notice
The Township will provide necessary reasonable 

services to individuals with disabilities at the
Board of Review meetings upon 2 days notice.

Contact: Supervisor Jerry Hale, 2910 Alden Nash Ave SE
616-897-7600

Board of Review Members, Barbara Tremblay, 
Lisa Reed & James Foerch.

Jerry Hale, Township Supervisor, Secretary of Board of Review.

CAMPBELL 
Wallace James ‘Wally’ Campbell, age 
55 of Lowell, passed away unexpectedly 
February 10, 2014. He was preceded in 
death by his 
parents Jim 
and Ruth, as 

well as his grandmother, 
Dr. Faith Hardy. He is 
survived by his sisters Mary 
Weih, Susan Campbell, 
Kitty (Ron Dawson) 
McDonough and Becky 
(Bob) Adrianse; stepson, 
Elijah and many nieces 
and nephews. His cat, 
Blizzy, was a special friend. 
Wally served in the US 
Army. His achievements 
were as a marksman, M-16 rifle sharpshooter, hand 
grenade, good conduct medal, army service ribbon, 
army achievement medal and an overseas ribbon. A 
funeral service has been held. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans, 
3000 Monroe Ave. SE, Grand Rapids MI 49505.   

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

SCANLON
Don Franklin Scanlon, of Lowell, passed away 
peacefully on Saturday, February 15, 2014. He was 
preceded in death by his mother and father Don and 
Velma Scanlon, as well as, brother and sister-in-law 
David and Dee Scanlon. He will be greatly missed by 
his sisters Velma Marie Tiesma and Donna (Richard) 
Ayriss and many nieces and nephews. Don was active 
at the Senior Center and loved spending time with his 
dog Tabbitha. He was always willing to help friends and 
family and contributed to many causes. A Memorial 
Visitation will be held Monday 7-8:00 p.m. at Roth-Gerst 
Chapel, 305 N. Hudson, Lowell MI 49331.  

 
ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

SIMINGTON
Ruth M. Simington, 93, of Athens, went home to be with 
the Lord on Friday, February 14, 2014 at Birches AFC 
in Leonidas. Ruth was born on April 26, 1920, in Lowell 
to Frank and Helen (Wengier) Biggs. She grew up in 
Lowell and graduated from Lowell High School in 1937. 
She married Adelbert W. “Del” Simington in Lowell. 
They lived in the Union City/Burlington area for several 
years and then moved to Battle Creek. In 1978, they 
moved to Athens, 
where Ruth has lived 
ever since. Ruth was 
a longtime member 
of Factoryville Bible 
Church in Athens 
and was a member 
of Cedar Creek 
Bible Church and 
Union City Wesleyan 
Church when she and 
Del were younger. 
She was primarily a 
homemaker, but held 
several jobs through 
the years, including 
working for the civil service while the census was being 
conducted, as she was a fabulous typist; and she 
drove bus for the Union City schools for several years. 
Ruth was a wonderful cook and caregiver to her family 
and enjoyed camping and fishing with her husband. 
She was a friend to all, a mentor and a mother and 
grandmother to many. She was impossible not to love 
and will be missed by all who knew her. Mrs. Simington 
is survived by her children, Frank (Pat) Simington 
of Union City, Wayne (Kim) Simington of Ringoes, 
NJ, John (Jane) Simington of Battle Creek and Bob 
(Kay) Simington of Wakeman, OH; her brother Robert 
Biggs, age 95, of Lowell; her daughter-in-law Annette 
Simington of Union City; her 17 grandchildren and 
many great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her brothers Charles, Jesse and Morris; 
her husband Del Simington in 2003; her son Chester 
Simington in 2011; and her daughter Robin Hicks in 
2012. A funeral was held on Monday, February 17, 2014, 
at Factoryville Bible Church with Pastor Fred Goebert 
officiating. Interment followed at Floral Lawn Memorial 
Gardens in Battle Creek. Memorial contributions may 
be directed to Factoryville Bible Church or Birches Adult 
Foster Care.

WILDER
Catherine Pearl Wilder, age 75 of Lowell, passed away 
unexpectedly Sunday, February 16, 2014. She was 
preceded in death by her husband John Wilder Sr. 
in 1990, sister-in-law Joy French and brother-in-law 
Butch Pickell. Catherine is survived by children John 
Jr. (Karen) Wilder, Sam (Etta) Wilder, Jessie (William) 
Warren and Quinton VanKooten; 12 grandchildren and 
12 great grandchildren; brothers Robert (Apple) Geise, 
James French and sister Marge Pickell; brother-in-law 
Max Wilder; sister-in-law Fay Nibett; also many nieces 
and nephews. A funeral service will be held Friday 
11:30 at Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. Hudson, Lowell, 
MI 49331. Interment Oakwood Cemetery. Visitation 
one hour prior to the service at the chapel. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Kent County Humane 
Society, 3077 Wilson NW, Grand Rapids MI 49534.  

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

Week of 
Feb. 24, 2014

LUNCH MENU

 Beef taco on soft 
tortilla shell (served at Alto,
Cherry Creek & Murray 
Lake), corn dog (served at 
Bushnell), steamed 
broccoli,  fruit & veggie 
bar: spinach & romaine 
side salad, celery sticks, 
mixed fruit, orange, milk. 

Grilled chicken on 
WG bun (served at Alto,
Cherry Creek & Murray 
Lake), WG breaded 
chicken sandwich (served 
at Bushnell), baked beans, 
fruit & veggie bar: spinach 
& romaine side salad, 
cucumber coins, peaches, 
applesauce, milk.

 French toast sticks 
w/sausage, warm 
cinnamon apples, fruit & 
veggie bar: spinach & 
romaine side salad, 
broccoli florets, pineapple, 
orange juice, milk.

BBQ pork ribbie 
on WG bun (served at Alto,
Cherry Creek & Murray 
Lake), WG breaded 
chicken nuggets (served at 
Bushnell), mashed 
potatoes & gravy, fruit & 
veggie bar: spinach & 
romaine side salad, baby 
carrots, strawberries, 
peaches, milk.

 Tony’s Pepperoni 
pizza on WG crust, baby 
carrots (served at Alto, 
Cherry Creek & Murray 
Lake), celery sticks 
(served at Bushnell), fruit & 
veggie bar: spinach & 
romaine side salad, baby 
carrots, apple, juice, milk.

105 N. Broadway
Lowell, MI

616.897.9261
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

for sale
200 APPLIANCES - Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69.  Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main St., Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. See 
us on Facebook. Delivery 
available.TFN 
BED & MATTRESS SET 
- queen, Sealy, $95 in-
cludes frame. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook. 
Delivery available.TFN 

FREE AD! - Place & pay  for 
a classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger 
for 3 weeks & receive the 
4th week FREE! You must 
mention the special in 
order to receive this offer. 
Must be paid for when ad is 
placed.  Call 897-9555. 105 
N. Broadway, Lowell. 
TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

FREE HEAT - Classic Out-
door Wood Furnace from 
Central Boiler. Instant win-
ter rebate, call for details. 
SOS your “Stocking Dealer” 
Dutton, MI 616-554-8669 or 
616-915-5061.
MATTRESS - $70 each. 
Like new. Twin XL’s. Can 
use for a king or a single. 
May buy just one. 970-964-
8725.
A BED - A brand new 
queen pillowtop mattress 
set in plastic, w/warranty, 
sacrifice, $135. Call 989-
584-6818.TFN 

FEDEX NOW AVAILABLE 
AT THE BUYERS GUIDE 
Buyers Guide, 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell. 
KENMORE REFRIGERA-
TOR & STOVE SET - 
(2006), cost $900, sell 
$199 for pair. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

ACREAGE FOR SALE 
- Ada, 10 wooded acres. Lo-
cated on private drive. Prime 
building spot. $99,900. Call 
616-481-7702.
QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.TFN 

WE DO BUSINESS IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING 
LAW - Equal Housing Op-
portunity. It is illegal to dis-
criminate against any per-
son because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national 
origin. In the sale or rental 
of housing or residential 
lots; in the advertising the 
sale or rental of housing, in 
the financing of housing, in 
the provision of real estate 
brokerage services and in 
the appraisal of housing. 
Anyone who feels he or 
she has been discriminated 
against may file a complaint 
of housing discrimination: 
1-800-669-9777 (toll free) 
1-800-927-9275 (TTY).
ARUBA TIME SHARE FOR 
RENT - Weeks 13, 14 & 
15, 1 week or all 3. Ground 
floor, walk out to the pool & 
beaches. For more informa-
tion call 505-860-5296 or 
email: mcraig30@hotmail.
com
ASSISTED LIVING - Beau-
tiful modern country home 
in Alto, excellent care. 
Cathy, 616-891-1840. 
Email: AssistedLivingAlto
@charter.net
HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. FREE 
All Vets Coffee Hour at the 
center the 3rd Thursday of 
each month. Bring a friend. 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.TFN 

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

wanted
I WANT TO BUY -  Re-
frigerator, stove, washer, 
dryer & furniture in good 
shape. Have cash. 989-
584-6818.TFN  

 

Coming Events

card of 
thanks

PLEASE NOTE  - Coming Events 
are for non-profit organizations. 
If you are charging admission for 
an event - it is considered an ad-
vertisement. Coming events are 
ran on a space available basis 
& ARE NOT GUARANTEED TO 
RUN. If you would like to make 
sure your event is placed in the 
paper, please call our office & 
place it as a classified ad. We 
will not run ANY Garage or Rum-
mage Sales as a coming event. 
All Coming Events or changes 
to coming events should be sub-
mitted by fax: 897-4809 , email: 
classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com, by mail: PO Box 128, Low-
ell, MI 49331 or in person: 105 
N. Broadway, Lowell.

MOMS IN TOUCH GROUP 
- forming for Alto Elementary. 
Call Suzanne for more info, 
868-7337.

FREE SMOKING CESSATION 
CLASSES - offered at Lowell 
Family Medical Center. Call 616-
446-7058 to register. The class 
runs for 8 weeks. Evening & 
weekend sessions are available. 
Time & dates will be determined 
by those registered. 

LOWELL WOMEN’S CLUB - 
Meets the second Wed. of each 
month, Sept. - May, 11:45 a.m., 
Schneider Manor. For more infor-
mation call Jan at 897-2533.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY 
- Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. A 
Christ centered program to help 
overcome life’s hurts, habits, 
hangups. Impact Church, 1069 
Lincoln Lake, www.impact-
church.org or www.celebrater-
ecovery.com

FIRST & THIRD WEDNESDAYS 
- Fun at Calvary for boys & girls 
preschool - 8th grade. Cadets 
for boys 1st - 8th; GEMS for 
girls 3rd - 8th; Kingdom Kids 
for boys & girls preschool - 2nd 
grade. 1125 W. Main, Lowell. 
Ph. 897-7060.

LOWELL - Varsity sporting 
events, concerts, school board 
meetings, city council meetings, 
DDA meetings & planning com-
mission meetings can be viewed 
on the ‘local’ Comcast public 
access channel (25) within a 
day or two of when they were 
held. Many athletic contests & 
concerts can be heard ‘live’ from 
the www.wlhsradio.org  internet 
radio website.

FIT CLUB - Every Tues. at 9 
a.m., Clarksville Area Library, 
130 S. Main, Clarksville. 616-
693-1001.

FREE SENIOR PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST - Every third  Wed. 
from 7:30 - 9:30 a.m. at Laurels 
of Kent, 350 N. Center St. RSVP 
897-8473.

LOWELL ROTARY CLUB - meets 
each Wednesday at noon at 
Lowell City Hall. New members 
welcome.

VERGENNES CLUB MEETS - at 
1 p.m. on the first Thursday of the 
month March thru Nov. Meeting 
at Schneider Manor Community 
Room. Program & refreshments. 
Guests welcome.

CARVING CLUB - meets 2nd 
& 4th Thursdays from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. at LowellArts! New members 
welcomed. Call for information, 
616-752-0096.

KID CRAFT SATURDAY - Third 
Saturday of each month. Drop in 
anytime between 9 a.m. - noon. 
Make a craft & take it home. All 
ages are welcome. Alvah N. Beld-
ing Library, 302 E. Main, Belding. 
616-794-1450.

NEW STORY TIME AT FROM 
- first Wed. of  every month, 6-7 
p.m. at  FROM, 11535 E. Fulton, 
Lowell. 

LEGO DAYS - first Saturday of the 
month, 10 a.m. - noon. Saranac 
Public Library, 61 Bridge St., 
Saranac. 616-642-9146. 

THE LOWELL BOARD OF 
EDUCATION - second Monday 
of the month at 7 p.m. in the 
Administration Building, 300 High 
St., Lowell.

WOMEN FOR SOBRIETY - meets 
every Monday, 7-8 p.m. at Bowne 
Center United Methodist Church, 
fellowship hall, 12051 84th St., 
corner of Alden Nash. Call Sue 
at 868-6219 or www.womenfor-
sobriety.org

BOWNE TOWNSHIP HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY- meets the second 
Monday of the month at 10 a.m.  
in the Historical Museum at 84th/
Alden Nash.

NEEDLERS - Second & fourth 
Monday evenings, 5:30  to 8:30 
p.m. Schneider Manor Commu-
nity Room.

WOMEN OF THE MOOSE - third 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. for business 
meeting.

ALTO AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY - meets the second 
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
the Alto American Legion Post.

NOW HIRING - and train-
ing for career positions with 
West Michigan’s leading 
real estate company. Call 
Rick Seese, Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. for a confiden-
tial interview. 616-437-2576 
or 616-974-4250.TFN

WALKING ROUTE CAR-
RIER NEEDED FOR THE 
BUYERS GUIDE FOR 
SATURDAY DELIVERY 
- Please apply in person, 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell. 
Must be at least 15 years 
old to apply. No Phone Calls 
Please!
DRIVERS: $2,500 SIGN 
ON BONUS - Looking for 
OTR (5-7 days out), lo-
cal-regional (1-3 days out) 
and casual drivers are 
welcome.  Excellent home 
time, 2014 trucks w/APU’s, 
99% no-touch, paid loaded 
& empty, safety & fuel bo-
nus, vacation & holiday pay, 
health/dental/life/401K. Ap-
ply in person at: Hutt Truck-
ing, 1362 Lincoln Ave., 
Holland, MI 49423 or on our 
website at www.hutt.com or 
call 855-788-4819.
RESIDENT AIDE - part-
time, 2nd & 3rd shift, at 
Christian Assisted Living. 
Apply in person at 6117 
Charlevoix Woods Ct., 
G.R., MI 49546. Phone # 
616-954-2366.
MASTER SCHEDULER 
- Lowell, Michigan Com-
pany seeking experienced 
candidate in manufacturing 
& construction industries 
to oversee all production 
planning/scheduling ac-
tivities. Requires working 
closely with management 
& production teams to 
determine project status. 
E-mail resume to: klk@k-
advisor.com
SEASONAL DRIVERS - 
CDL-B minimum, HazMat 
preferred. Must pass drug 
screen & background check. 
Apply in person Monday - 
Friday between 8 a.m. & 
4 p.m. at Crop Production 
Services, 211 Milbourne 
St., Lake Odessa.

V.F.W. POST  #8303 - meets the 
first Monday at 7 p.m. at 3116 
Alden Nash S.E.

LOWELL SHOWBOAT GAR-
DEN CLUB - meets the 3rd 
Monday in  the Church of the 
Nazarene Fellowship Hall, 211 N. 
Washington St. at 6:30 p.m. 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 102 - ev-
ery Monday, 7-8:30 p.m. during  
school year in  Scout Cabin at the 
end of N. Washington St. Ages 11 
and up or completing 5th grade.  
Call Scoutmaster Randy Jesberg 
at 897-4569 or Del Rockwell at 
897-6814.

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
TOPS MI #372 -   every Tues-
day, weigh-ins at 5:45 p.m. Key 
Heights, 11335 Fulton, Lowell.

CUB SCOUT PACK 3188 - 
meets every Tuesday at 6:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, 621 E. Main.

QUA-KE-ZIK SPORTSMANS 
CLUB -  meets second and third 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. at  8731 
West Riverside Dr. Go to www.
qua-ke-zik.org for information. 
New members welcome.

LOWELL LIONS CLUB -   meets 
third Tuesday at noon at Lowell 
City Hall.

LOWELL AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB - meets the 2nd Saturday 
at Flat River Outreach Ministries, 
11535 E. Fulton, 9 a.m. social 
gathering; 10 a.m. meeting. 
LARC sponsors 145.27 MHz 
area radio repeater system. 

FLAT RIVER OUTREACH MIN-
ISTRIES THRIFT STORE -  is 
open Wed. & Fri. 10 - 8 p.m.; 
Thurs. 10-6; Sat., 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m. at 11535 Fulton St. E. Thrift 
Shop, 897-8260; Food Pantry, 
897-8260; Emergency Services, 
897-8260.

ALPHA WOMEN’S CENTER - 
517 E. Main.   Hours: Mon. 11-3 
p.m.; Tues. 12-8 p.m.; Wed. 10-3 
p.m.;  Thurs. 10-6 p.m. 987-9533. 
Diapers, formula, clothing  & free 
pregnancy testing available. 
www.awclowell.org

AVERILL HISTORICAL MU-
SEUM OF ADA -   7144 Headley, 
is open every Friday & Saturday 
1 - 4 p.m. or by appointment. 
Closed Jan. & Feb. 676-9346.

ALTO LIBRARY HOURS:  Tues. 
& Wed., 12 - 8 p.m.;  Mon. &  Sat., 
9:30-1:30  p.m.; Thurs., 1-5 p.m.  
Info., call 784-2007.

for rent
DOG CARE - 18 year old 
girl would like job walking 
your dog or in home care 
of your pets. Has own 
transportation. Call Paige 
897-8981 or 885-3955.
HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN   
SHIP YOUR UPS PACK-
AGES WITH US & SAVE!! 
- Call us for a price compari-
son. We will need: weight, 
zip code & dimensions of 
the box. No Hazardous ma-
terials or firearms accepted 
at this location. Daily UPS 
pickup at  3  p.m. Lowell 
Ledger, 105 N. Broadway, 
897-9261.

serviceshelp wanted

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF OUR PARENTS

Emma E. Kropf
6-17-1909 - 2-24-1958

Bertha M. Weir
10-24-1901 - 2 -20-1968

James W. Weir
10-7-1899 - 3-20-1973

Carl Kropf
9-13-1909 - 1-18-1993

Time rolls on and years go 
by, but precious memories 
never die.

Your family

misc.

GLOBAL DISCOUNT GA-
RAGE DOORS - Spring 
repairs, electric openers 
replaced & repaired. Free 
estimates. Lowest prices 
guaranteed. Call 616-334-
3574.TFN  
WEDDING CAKES - Over 
30 years experience. Book-
ing for spring, summer & 
fall. 868-0195.
TA X E S ,  PAY R O L L , 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
-  by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
0686.TFN     
LAMINATING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE - Next day 
service. Drop off & pieces 
will be available by 9 a.m. 
the next day. Lowell Litho, 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell.

services
MILLERS ROOFING SER-
VICE - Specializing in roof-
ing. Houses, barns, sheds 
& garages. Top quality ma-
terials & reasonable rates. 
Free estimates. Allen Miller, 
4030 E. Cloverdale Rd., 
Hastings. 269-758-3270.
BABYSITTING - 18 year old 
girl looking to provide child 
care for your children, have 
own transportation & YMCA 
certification. Call Paige at 
897-8981 or 885-3955.
BASEMENT WATER-
PROOFING - Professional 
Basement Services. Wa-
terproofing, crack repair, 
mold remediation. Local/
licensed. Free estimates. 
517-290-5556.

services

I WISH TO THANK
all of you who attended my 
90th birthday open house 
at the Methodist Church 
on Sunday, Feb. 9; and 
those that sent cards or 
a telephone call as well. 
Words cannot express my 
feelings. Many thanks to 
those who did all of the 
planning as well. 

Betty Yeiter

memorials

JEFFREY CHILDS 
February 24, 2009

Always in our thoughts. 
Forever in our hearts. 

We love you & miss you, 
Mom, Lori, & all of the 

kids

WORLD EVENTS - have 
never been more unsteady 
as they are today. Civil war, 
violent crime, catastrophic 
weather are all increasing 
with unbelievable speed. 
Did you know that the Bible 
predicts everything that we 
are encountering? Did you 
know that the Bible has a 
specific message for us liv-
ing in these stressful times? 
Did you know that each of 
us has a part to play in this 
unfolding drama? If you 
would like to know more 
about what the Bible has 
to say about this and more, 
write to Discover Bible 
School, PO Box 283, Ada, 
MI 49301 and request your 
free copy of a DVD called 
‘Final Events.’
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Is my water safe?
We are pleased to present this year's Annual Water Quality Report 

(Consumer Confidence Report) as required by the Safe Drinking Water 
Act (SDWA). This report is designed to provide details about where your 
water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to standards set by 
regulatory agencies. This report is a snapshot of last year's water quality.  We 
are committed to providing you with information because informed customers 
are our best allies.
Do I need to take special precautions?

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water 
than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons 
with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ 
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some 
elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people 
should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. 
EPA/Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means 
to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial 
contaminants are available from the Safe Water Drinking Hotline (800-426-
4791).
Where does my water come from?

Your water comes from 4 groundwater wells, each over 87 feet in depth, 
and drawing from the Grand River watershed. They are located at 1596 
Bowes Road in Lowell behind the water plant.
Source water assessment and its availability

The state performed an assessment of our source water in 2003 to 
determine the susceptibility or the relative potential of contamination. The 
susceptibility rating is on a seven-tiered scale from "very-low" to "very-high" 
based primarily on geologic sensitivity, water chemistry and contaminant 
sources. The susceptibility of our source is moderate.
Why are there contaminants in my drinking water?

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected 
to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence 
of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health 
risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can 
be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

 The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include 
rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells.  As water travels 
over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally 
occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up 
substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity:

microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, that may come from 
sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, 
and wildlife; inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can 
be naturally occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial, or 
domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming; 
pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as 
agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses; organic Chemical 
Contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are 
by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also 
come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems; and 
radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of 
oil and gas production and mining activities.  In order to ensure that tap water 
is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain 
contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  Food and Drug 

2013 Water Quality Report for City of Lowell and Lowell Charter Township
Administration (FDA) regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled 
water which must provide the same protection for public health.
How can I get involved?

We invite public participation in decisions that affect drinking water quality. 
Lowell City Council meetings are held on the first and third Mondays of the 
month at 7:00pm in the Council Chambers at Lowell City Hall, 301 E. Main, 
Lowell, MI. Lowell Township meetings are held at 7:00pm on the first and 
third Mondays of each month at the Lowell Township hall, 2910 Alden Nash 
s.e. Lowell. MI. For more information about your water, or the contents of this 
report, contact Brian VanVeelen at 897-5234. For more information about 
safe drinking water, visit the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency at WWW.
epa.gov/safewater/.
Variance and Exemptions

The table below lists all the drinking water contaminants that we detected 
during the 2013 calendar year. The presence of these contaminants in 
the water does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. 
Unless otherwise noted, the data presented in this table is from testing done 
January 1 to December 31, 2013. The state allows us to monitor for certain 
contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these 
contaminants are not expected to vary significantly from year to year,
Additional Information for Lead

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, 
especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water 
is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines 
and home plumbing. City of Lowell is responsible for providing high quality 
drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing 
components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can 
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds 
to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned 
about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information 
on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize 
exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.
epa.gov/safewater/lead.
Water Quality Data Table

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations 
which limit the amount of contaminants in water provided by public water 
systems. The table below lists all of the drinking water contaminants that 
we detected during the calendar year of this report. Although many more 
contaminants were tested, only those substances listed below were found 
in your water. All sources of drinking water contain some naturally occurring 
levels; these substances are generally not harmful in our drinking water. 
Removing all contaminants would be extremely expensive, and in most 
cases, would not provide increased protection of public health. A few naturally 
occurring minerals may actually improve the taste of drinking water and have 
nutritional value at low levels. Unless otherwise noted, the data presented in 
this table is from testing done in the calendar year of the report. The EPA or the 
State requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year 
because the concentrations of these contaminants do not vary significantly 
from year to year, or the system is not considered vulnerable to this type of 
contamination. As such, some of our data, though representative, may be 
more than one year old.  In this table you will find terms and abbreviations 
that might not be familiar to you.  To help you better understand these terms, 
we have provided the definitions below the table.

2013 Water Quality Report, continued, page 15
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For more information please contact: Water Plant Superintendent: Brian VanVeelen Address: 1596 Bowes Rd. Lowell, MI 49331
Phone: (616) 897-5234  • E-Mail: h2otrt@att.net

2013 Water Quality Report, continued
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PJ Walsh is one energetic comedian behind 
a microphone. Comedy has carried him 
around the globe, from the Olympic Games to 
overseas tours for troops in several countries 
including Iraq and Afghanistan to years touring 
with the stars of Blue Collar Comedy Tour. PJ 
can be heard on Sirius Satellite Radio, and he 
had a role in the film Delta Farce.
Clean Adult Laughs – Adult content without vulgarity and/
or profanity; best suited for ages 18 and above.

SATURDAY, MARCH 8 

LOWELL HIGH SCHOOL  
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Check out the full list of showcases, talent, and events at: 

laughfestgr.org

Thank you to our PREMIER and LEADERSHIP SPONSORS

All proceeds benefit the free cancer, grief, and emotional health support 
programs offered through Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids and Lowell Clubhouse.

MARCH 6-16, 2014

CHRIS TUCKER
Friday, March 14

SINBAD
Sunday, March 16

MIRANDA SINGS
Friday, March 14

MIKE BIRBIGLIA
Sunday, March 9

JEN KIRKMAN
Friday, March 14

MARIA BAMFORD
Saturday, March 8

TODD BARRY, RORY SCOVEL & NICK THUNE
Friday, March 7 & Saturday, March 8

TENDERLOINS
Saturday, March 15

TICKETS ON SALE!
ticketmaster.com

350 N. Center Street
Lowell, MI 49331
616-897-8473

Principal Dan 
VanderMeulen and vice-
principal Nate Fowler had 
the honor of revealing the 
portrait to guests. 

"From my standpoint 
and as a former social 
studies’ teacher, I think it's 
crucial for our students to 
have an appreciation for 
our nation's history. George 
Washington represents 
America's strength, ambition 
and resilience. This portrait 
will serve as an important 
reminder of the toughness 
of America's character," said 
VanderMeulen.

Stempien, who has 
been with the school system 
for nearly fifteen years, says 
he values our nation’s first 
leader in a different way 
after visiting Mount Vernon. 

Lowell Middle School 
presidential portrait, continued

"I was never a huge 
Washington fan due to the 
fact he seemed to be a more 

Mayor Jim Hodges took part in the Presidents’ 
Day celebration that honored Washington.

obscure personality, clouded 
by the fog of legend, but 
after visiting his home site 
and grave, the person came 
alive. I wanted to know 
more. Knowing that this 
portrait could be brought 
back to our school as a point 
of inquiry just solidified 
it for me," said Stempien 
adding, "He is important not 
just because he was the first 
for so much in our history, 
but that he was able to live 
out his role so well that we 
subscribed these firsts to 
him. This Virginia planter 
would lead New England 
fishermen into battle and 
they would be one, body 
and spirit, despite a world 
of differences. This is due 
to his leadership. He still 
shows us what we can be 
today if we unite despite our 
differences of temperament 
or birth."Student Laurel Blakie addressed the audience 

before the unveiling of the portrait.
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