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The deadline to request funds from 
the Lowell Community Fund is noon, 
Friday, Dec. 2, 2013.

To receive consideration and 
approval, all requests must be for funds 
that will aid local organizations in 
providing help to persons in the Lowell 
area.

The Heart of West Michigan United 
Way has set the December date aside for 
those qualified to receive funding for 
2014.

Request forms may be picked up 
at Dr. James Reagan’s office at 207 
W. Main St., or at the main branch of 
Huntington Bank at 414 E. Main St.

The formal request forms include 
a demographic data sheet on clients 
served, how funds from the previous 
year were spent and the annual budget 
for the organization requesting funds.

Since 1955 up through 2013 the 
Lowell Community Fund has dispersed 
over $281,000 into the community.

“It is important to note that this 
funding program is entirely separate 
from the Harold Englehardt funding 
program which is handled through the 
Grand Rapids Foundation,” said Dr. 
James Reagan, secretary/treasurer of the 
fund.

Lowell Community Fund 
accepting requests for 2014

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

All is not well in 
Lowell's government, 
according to a meeting 
of local citizens' group 
VOICE Thursday night at 
Englehardt library.

During a public 
meeting, VOICE members 
discussed what they feel 
to be mistreatment of city 
workers, threats against 
residents and “sneaking in” 
a change to the city charter, 

VOICE members communicate their point of view at public meeting
all by the current Lowell city 
council and city manager 
Mark Howe.

“On the back of the 
ballot there's a change in our 
city charter,” said VOICE's 
Barbara Barber, “and it's 
rather cryptic, but basically 
what they're doing is taking 
away the right of the people 
of the city to vote on any 
sale, lease or purchase 
of property by the city. It 

would be left up to the city 
council.”

VOICE members feel 
those are decisions that 
should be left up to the 
voters.

“I feel very strongly 
that we should leave the 
city charter alone,” said 
Barber. “People should 
vote on this stuff. The 
majority of the people in 
this community are going to 

vote correctly. And we can't 
always depend on the five 
city councilmembers to vote 
correctly when all they do is 
listen to one person who's 
feeding them information.”

The city council 
unanimously approved 
adding the ballot proposal at 
their meeting on Aug. 5. The 
proposal was introduced by 
city manager Mark Howe, 
moved by councilor Sharon 
Hall and seconded by 
councilor Jim Hall. 

The ballot proposal 
states, “Currently Section 
13.3(a) of the City Charter 
requires that City contracts 
for the purchase, sale or 
lease of real estate with a 
term exceeding ten years 
must first receive voter 
approval at a regular 
or special election. The 
amendment would delete 
the requirement for voter 
approval of these real estate 
contracts with terms up to 
and including ninety-nine 
years.”

“You really have to 
read it carefully, because it's 
written in legalese,” Barber 
said. “This means we're no 
longer going to be allowed 

to vote on any sale, lease or 
purchase of property by the 
city.”

“And the Boy Scout 
camp,” said local resident 
Peggy Covert. “They could 
sell that land right out from 
under the Boy Scouts.”

“They don't have the 
right to vote on property 
sales right now,” city 
manager Mark Howe said, 
“so I don't know how we 
could take away something 
they don't have. They do 
have the right to vote on 
property sales for park 
land, if there's land that's 
designated as a city park or 
part of a park plan and that 
will not change.”

Another hot topic 
at the VOICE meeting 
was the continuing union 
negotiations at Lowell 
Light & Power. The state 
of Michigan released a fact 
finding report on Sept. 11.

“It simply states that 
what the union and what the 
workers are asking for is fair, 
just and industry standard,” 
said city of Lowell 
maintenance supervisor 

VOICE meeting, 
continued, page 3

by Kathryn Atwood 
contributing reporter

Lowell's early 
education programming is 
fully under way for the 2013-
2014 school year as Tots on 
Track for School (TOTS) 
hits full stride with a flurry 
of activities scheduled in 
the month of October. The 
program, aimed at creating 
school readiness for young 
learners, is headed by 
program director Lori Buys. 

One of the programs 
most popular events, the 
TOTS Almost New Sale, 
will be taking place this 
Saturday from 9-1 in the 
gymnasium at Cherry Creek 
Elementary. The sale is 
composed of gently used 
clothing and accessories 
specific to the needs of 
families with children. "As 
always it is free to sell and 
to shop," said Buys.

On the 7th of October 
Love and Logic parenting 
classes will be offered. The 
class, which will run on four 
consecutive Mondays, is 
twenty dollars and includes 
free childcare. Thursday, the 
8th, in the gym at Bushnell 

Elementary TOTS will be 
hosting the first of their 
family parties of the year 
celebrating the season with 
a Halloween Family Night. 
Fun, games and a snack will 
be provided and the cost 
is again just $1 per child. 
Children are encouraged to 
wear their costumes to the 
event which will take place 
between 6:30 and 7:30 pm.

Morning playgroups are 
ongoing and another of the 
main highlights of the TOTS 
program. 

"We are averaging 20-
25 kids every day," reports 
Buys. Groups are held 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday mornings at either 
8:30 or 10 am. Each hour-
and-a-half session has free 
play, craft projects, snack 
time, and a group session of 
music and movement. The 
cost for participation is only 
$1 per child and is open to 
all ages, birth to beginning 
school. 

Buys says "TOTS 
playgroup is a really great 
way for kids to begin to 
socialize and also for parents 

to connect with each other 
and build a support system."

Beyond playgroups the 
TOTS program also offers a 
variety of family classes for 
young learners. Exploratory 
classes in art, music and 
cooking are held several 
times throughout the school 
as well as educational 
gymnastics lessons which 

take place at the Runciman 
building on High St. 
These hands on learning 
experiences are available 
at low cost to families and 
often fill quickly though 
waiting lists are available.

If you have questions 
about any of the TOTS 
programming or would like 

Low-cost early education program prepares 
youngsters for school in a fun supportive environment

to register for a class or to 
be a seller at the TOTS sale 
you can contact Buys at 
616-987-2532 or via e-mail 
at lbuys@lowellschools.
com. A full schedule of 
this year’s events is also 
available on the Lowell 
Area Schools website under 
early education.

Art teacher Christy Spaulding helping a young student with her cutting 
project.
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Ask the principal

• Residential 
• Commercial
• Air Conditioning 
• Heating Systems
• Licensed 
• Insured 
• Water & Sewer Hookups
• Video Inspection 
• Same Day Water 

Heaters Installed
• Sales, Service & Installation 
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Canfield
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STORY TIME WITH KDL
The Flat River Outreach Ministries will be having a 

story time with Kent District Library at the food pantry on 
the first Wednesday of every month, from 5 to 6 pm starting 
Oct. 2.

FROM VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION
Volunteer orientation at Flat River Outreach Ministries 

(FROM) will be Wed., Oct 2 at 6 pm. Please call 897-8260 
for additional information.

COFFEE WITH COUNCIL
Come meet and have a cup of coffee with your city 

councilmembers on the first Saturday of the month from 
8-10 am at the Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce office, 
113 Riverwalk Plaza.

GILDA’S CLUB ACTIVITIES
“Look Good, Feel Better” - This program, presented 

by the American Cancer Society, will help women in 
treatment for cancer with appearance-related side-effects. 

Each woman learns to perform her own makeover using 
complimentary cosmetics and skin care products. Please 
sign up as class size is limited. Tues., Oct. 8, 1-3 pm. 
Woodcarving - Learn how to make easy and beautiful wood 
carvings with Doug Shassberger. Beginners are welcome 
and supplies are provided. Tues., Oct. 15, 3-4 pm. Book 
Club - Join Kathy Mieras for a relaxing and cozy book club. 
This month’s read is “Nineteen Minutes” by Jodi Picoult. 
Pick up your book to borrow at the parlor desk. Tues., Oct. 
15, 4:30-5:30 pm. Lymphedema Precautions & Prevention 
- Grab supper and join Ellen Olefski from the Center of 
Physical Rehabilitation for a discussion about lymphedema 
precautions, exercises and more. Feel free to bring your 
questions for this informative time. Tues., Oct. 22, 5-6 pm. 
Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson St. For more information 
call 897-8600 or visit www.gildasclubgr.org/pinkarrow

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Lowell Middle School (LMS), home of  sixth to eighth- grade 
students in the Lowell district, is the focus of this week’s 
interview. Homegrown principal Dan VanderMeulen has 
been holding the reigns at LMS for the past five years. After 
graduating from both Lowell High School and Aquinas 
College he spent time as a social studies teacher and as an 
administrator for Godwin Heights in Grand Rapids before 
making his way back to the schools he is a product of. 

(Ledger) How did you come to be principal at LMS?
(VanderMeulen) Linda Warren had been the principal here 

before me and she had retired so there was 
an opening. It was at that point five years 
ago that I decided to apply for Lowell. Of 
course I am from Lowell and I had always 
had it in my head that maybe someday 
there might be an opportunity for me to 
come back to where I went to school. I was 
fortunate enough to be hired and I am very 
happy to be here at the middle school.

(Ledger) What is the best part of your job?
(VanderMeulen) I think any educator gets into education 

to work with kids and to help positively 

influence young people. So simply put, I 
think the best part of my day-to-day job is 
getting to work with the fantastic kids that 
we have here at the LMS.

(Ledger) During your time as principal what is 
one of the most endearing moments? The 
funniest?

(VanderMeulen) When you work at a middle school 
every day is full of funny and endearing 
moments. Middle school kids say and do 
funny goofy things!

(Ledger) What projects or changes are in store for 
LMS this year?

(VanderMeulen) I will point to our math department in 
particular. How math instruction occurs 
is really changing from the traditional 
model that most of us are used to. In 
math instruction now, it is very exciting. 
We are asking students to do a lot more 
writing, a lot more critical thinking and 
problem solving and kids are working 
collaboratively to brainstorm possible 
solutions to problems. For a lot of kids it 
is much more challenging because we are 
asking the kids to think more creatively and that has not always gone along with 

math.

(Ledger) How important do you feel extracurricular 
participation is for students?

(VanderMeulen) It is no secret that students that participate 
outside of the regular school day are 
generally more successful and identify 
themselves as being happier about school. 
I think they feel more connected. 

Principal Dan VanderMeulen with eighth-grade 
students during lunch.

Ask the principal, 
continued, page 16
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Backwater 
Cafe

109 Riverside Dr., Lowell

Thursday - Friday - Saturday
Evenings

5 a.m. till 7:30 p.m.

 •  

$5.00 off
Any Salon Service

Good only with this coupon.
Not valid with other offers.
Expires 11/1/13.

 The Fallasburg Historical Society 
would like to thank all the people who 
helped us make our part of  Fallasburg 
Festival a success. We appreciate so much 
our members and friends – those who 
staffed our booth, all our cookie bakers, 
those who helped keep the village of  
Fallasburg open and the Fallassburg Flats 
old fashioned baseball team who held their 
tournament on Saturday in the village. 
Together we can continue to maintain the 
history and historic buildings in the village 
of  Fallasburg.

Saturday, October 12th, 2013

The Laurels of Kent Howl’Fest

Registration starts at 9 a.m.
Enter your favorite furry pal for the Pet Parade.
Free Pet and Attendee Goodies.
Awards will be given: King, Queen, Best 
Overall, Most Unique, Best Super Hero, 
Best Fall Theme, Best Sports Theme, 
Looks Like Owner, & People’s Choice.

The Laurels of Kent is proud to be accepting donations 
to help support Mackenzie’s Animal Sanctuary.

For more information contact
Tracy Blanchard at 897-8473

GREG VAN STRIEN
HEATING AND PLUMBING

HEATING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE & INSTALLATION

PLUMBING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
WARM AIR/RADIANT HEAT

OIL BURNER SERVICE

(616) 897-5569
Visa And Master Card Accepted

A-1 MOBILE ROOF-OVER SYSTEM
Michigan’s Oldest and Finest

Roof Replacement System
FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-872-2089

12x60
$3280

14x70
$3980

Conserves Energy • Made in Michigan

Installed

www.mobilehomeroofsmi.com

Ralph Brecken, “contrary to 
what has been put out by the 
city and by  [Lowell] Light 
& Power throughout this 
whole negotiation.”

The main sticking point 
between the two sides is 'at 
will' employment versus 
'just cause.'

“It was told by our 
councilmembers to many 
people that 'at will' is 
standard and typical and they 
feel that it's fair,” Brecken 
said. “Our argument is for 
'just cause.' Have a reason 
if you're going to discipline 
or terminate an employee. 
The fact finder agrees that 
you will not find 'at will' 
hardly anywhere, it's very 
uncommon, either private or 
public. Having a justifiable 
reason to discipline or 
terminate somebody, I 
would say, is a reasonable 
rule to have.”

“All other city 
employees, with the 
exception of five police 
officers, are 'at will' 
employees,” Howe said, 
“including full- and part-
time employees of the city. 
We think that a majority of 
the city residents are also 'at 
will' employees. 'At will' is 
a standard in Michigan and 
we have not been given any 

rationale from the union as 
to why we should change 
to a 'just cause' standard. 
They've not been able to 
point to any employee 
who's been harmed, any 
employee who's been fired. 
And it's already in place for 
all but five city employees. 
If they can give us a reason 
why it should change, we're 
certainly willing to listen to 
that, but we haven't heard 
that reason.”

According to Brecken, 
the city's reasoning for their 
position is... no reason at all.

“'The law says that 
we can, so we will.'” They 
had no other justification,” 
Brecken said. “The attorney, 
John McGlinchey, who 
represents both the city of 
Lowell and Lowell Light & 
Power said that to me; and 
that was with Greg Pierce, 
the general manager for 
Light & Power; and Mark 
Howe present, standing 
right next to him.”

“I'm not aware of when 
that quote was,” Howe said. 

“If the city holds out 60 
days after fact finding, the 
unions have to accept the 
city's proposed contracts,” 
Barber said. 

“If we do get to a 
point where employees are 

forced to sign this contract,” 
Covert said, “my opinion 
is what they will do is get 
rid of the employees. We'll 
end up with either part-
timers or subcontractors. I 
can't believe they would be 
able to get part-timers or 
subcontractors that would 
not also be available for 
Consumers Energy. So if 
we have a wholesale storm 
and Consumers Energy has 
to pull in all their people, 
we will be at the end of 
the line. And you hear, at 
times, Consumers Energy 
customers are out for weeks 
at a time. I guarantee that 
we will never get our power 
back on, even in days.”

“It won't be long and 
there'll be subcontractors 
or 'scab' labor, or whatever 
you want to call it,” said Al 
Mathews, owner of Tip Top 
Gravel and a former city 
councilmember. 

“The city submitted a 
proposal to the union on 
March 31,” Howe said, “and 
that proposal was rejected 
without a counter-offer. 
They didn't counter that 
proposal. We've asked them 
to give us a counter-offer. 
Give us a proposal. And 
they've refused to do that. 

So we can't be expected to 
bargain against ourselves.”

A lot of VOICE's 
ire was centered on city 
manager Mark Howe.

“The city council right 
now, I don't understand 
what they're doing,” said 
Jeff Altoft, a candidate for 
city council. “I don't think 
even they understand what 
they're doing. They just 
agree to whatever Mr. Howe 
wants to do and they do it. 
And if someone wants to 
discuss it they cut them 
off and go ahead and do it 
anyway. All I'm asking is, 
when you're out there in the 
public, ask people what they 
think of what's going on 
and encourage them to vote, 
because very few people 
vote.”

Another recent 
development was an 
altercation between 
Barber and a current city 
councilmember.

“I got threatened by a 
councilmember,” Barber 
said. “Isn't that exciting? 
That councilmember isn't 
talking to me anymore. Jim 
Hall, at Coffee With the 
Council (Sept. 7), after I 
fired a bunch of questions 
at them, he said, 'Now that 

we've answered all your 
questions, I want the name 
and address of everybody 
in your group.' And I did 
not take that kindly. As an 
elected official, he can't try 
to intimidate a civic group. 
He doesn't have the right to 
do that. ”

“For two years it's been 
like this,” Mathews said.

“Employees have asked 
to make changes to the 
current terms and conditions 
of their employment,” Howe 
said, “and so far we've said 
'no.' And that's okay. It's 
okay to say 'no.' We have 
not heard any rationale that 
would be in the best interests 
of citizens and taxpayers 
to make those changes and 
we've said 'no.'”

VOICE claims that all 
of its charges are based in 
fact.

“I'm proud to say 
that everything we've 
said here is backed up by 
documentation,” Brecken 
said. “Everything we've said 
is factual.”

Greg Pierce, Lowell 
Light & Power general 
manager, was on vacation 
all week and unable to be 
reached for comment.

VOICE endorsed Jeff 
Altoft, Chris Schwab and 
write-in candidate Matt 
Mayer as the candidates 
they support in the election 
on Nov. 5.

“All we need are three 
councilmembers who care 
about what's going on in 
the community to make a 
difference,” Barber said. 
“The first thing we have to 
do is change the council.” 

VOICE meeting, continued

Black & White and Color
Quick Service, Great Quality

105 N. Broadway, Lowell • 897-9555

COPY SERVICE
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BILL WHEELER

MICHIGAN

103 Riverside Dr. 
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RICH CURTIS
(616) 897-5686

In-Home Appliance Repair

350 North Center Street
Lowell, Michigan

616-897-8473 or 
616.292.1031

www.laurelsofkent.com

• Rehab Services • Respite Stays 
• Long Term Care • Pallitive  Care

Able to admit 24/7
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Grand Rapids, MI 49546
Phone: (616) 776-0000
Fax (616) 776-3805
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As an investor, how 
much risk can you tolerate? 
It’s an important question 
— because the answer can 
help you make the right 
investment choices.

Before you know 
your risk tolerance, you’ll 
want to make sure you first 
understand the nature of 
investment risk — the risk 
of losing principal. This risk 
is especially prevalent when 
you invest in stocks, because 
stock prices will always 
fluctuate — and there are 
never any guarantees about 
performance. Of course, a 
decline in value does not 
mean you need to sell; you 
can always hold on to the 
stock with the hope that its 
value will bounce back. And 
this can certainly happen, 
but again — no guarantees. 

How you respond to 
this type of investment 
risk will tell you a great 
deal about your own risk 
tolerance. Of course, no 
one, whether he or she has 
a high tolerance for risk or a 
low one, particularly likes to 
see declines. But people do 
react differently. If you’re 
the sort of person who can 
retain your confidence in 
your investment mix and can 
focus on the long term and 

How should your risk tolerance 
influence investment decisions? 

the potential for a recovery, 
you may well have a higher 
tolerance for risk. But if you 
find yourself losing sleep 
over your losses (even if, 
at this point, they’re just 
“paper” losses), becoming 
despondent about reaching 
your goals, and questioning 
whether you should be 
investing at all, then you 
may have a low tolerance 
for risk.

This self-knowledge 
of your own risk tolerance 
should help inform your 
investment decisions — to 
a point. 

Even if you determine 
you have a high tolerance 
for risk, you almost certainly 
should not load up your 
portfolio exclusively with 
stocks. If the stock market 
enters a prolonged slump, 
you could face heavy losses 
that may take many years to 
overcome, causing you to 
lose significant ground in 
the pursuit of your financial 
goals. Conversely, even if 
you discover you don’t have 
much tolerance for risk, 
you won’t want to invest 
only in supposedly “safe” 
vehicles, such as certificates 
of deposit (CDs). During 
those periods when rates on 

CDs and similar instruments 
are low, as has been the 
case in recent years, your 
interest payments from 
these investments may not 
even keep up with inflation 
— meaning that, over time, 
you could end up losing 
purchasing power, which, 
over the long term, can be 
just as big a risk as market 
declines.

Ultimately, then, you’ll 
probably want to let your 
risk tolerance guide your 
investment choices — but 
not dictate them with an 
“iron hand.” So, if you 
believe you are highly 
tolerant of risk, you might 
have a somewhat higher 
percentage of stocks in 
your portfolio than if you 
felt yourself to be highly 
risk-averse — but in any 
case, you’ll likely benefit 
from building a diversified 
portfolio containing 
stocks, bonds, government 
securities, CDs and other 
investments. While this 
type of diversification 
can’t guarantee profits or 
protect against loss, it can 
help reduce the effects of 
volatility on your portfolio.

By knowing your own 
risk tolerance, and the role 
it can play in your choices, 
you can help yourself 
create an effective, suitable 
investment strategy — one 
that you can live with for a 
long time and that can help 
you avoid the biggest risk of 
all: not reaching your long-
term goals.    

 

•••
“May I 

never miss 
a sunset or 
a rainbow 
because I 

am looking 
down.”

~ Sara June Parker
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By Joanna Barr

viewpoint
to the editor

Brought to you by - 
KOOL TOYOTA • www.kooltoyota.com
3780 Plainfield Ave • 866-421-3030

city 
update

Mark Howe, Lowell City Manager

What planet do you live 
on?

Last week, word got 
out that your children had 
broken into a home in 
Stephentown, NY and threw 
a party. More than 300 of 
them partied and drunkenly 
smashed windows, urinated 
on the floors, stood on 
tables, punched holes in the 
ceiling and stole a statue 
that was part of a memorial 
for the owner’s stillborn 
grandson. Oh, it gets better. 
Before, during and after the 
party, they tweeted about 
it and posted pictures of 
themselves engaged in this 
behavior.

Way to go.
The house is owned by 

former NFL player Brian 
Holloway. It is his second 
residence, paid for in part 
by his Super Bowl bonus. 
He lives in Florida and the 
Stephentown house is on 
the market. He watched 
this unfold online while 
at his home in Florida. 

An open letter to the parents 
of the Stephentown 300

Instead of demanding the 
arrest of your kids, he 
instead created a website, 
w w w. h e l p m e s a v e 3 0 0 .
com, where he reposted 
their photos, identified the 
people involved, and called 
for ways to reach out to 
young people and show 
them that there are better 
ways to spend their time 
than drinking, drugs and 
vandalism.

He is a better person than 
I would have been in that 
position. It takes class and 
compassion to see beyond 
the urine stained carpets, 
broken windows, damaged 
walls and blatant disrespect 
to reach out to your kids. 
He even offered to welcome 
these derelicts back to his 
house for a picnic, where 
they would work together to 
make repairs and clean up 
the mess they left behind. I 

This piece originally appeared on Chuck and Kelly’s 
blog on the WGY radio station website 810 & 103.1 in 
Albany, NY. 

Voters in the city of Lowell 
will be asked on November 5 
to approve three amendments 
to the City Charter. Two 
amendments would change 
when terms of office for 
councilmembers begin and 
the third would allow the 
city council to contract for 
periods beyond 10 years 
under limited conditions.  

The City Charter currently 
requires newly elected 
councilmembers to begin 
their terms of office at 8 p.m. 
on Monday following their 
election in November. At the 
same time, the City Charter 
sets the first meeting in 
January as the organizational 
meeting of the council in 
which a mayor and mayor 
pro tem are selected. Two of 
the proposed amendments 
would change the beginning 
of the term for newly elected 
councilmembers to January, 
consistent with the charter 
requirement for the council’s 
organizational meeting. 

The City Charter also 
limits the council’s authority 
to contract to ten years. This 
becomes problematic when 
considering contracts with 
other units of government 
where state law allows 
longer terms or for the sale 
or lease of property when 
infrastructure improvements 
are needed on the property. 
Infrastructure improvements, 
such as parking lots, can 
have a useful life of more 
than ten years. If approved, 
this charter amendment 
would allow the council to 
approve contracts for longer 
periods under these limited 
circumstances.

Voters can check the city 
website at www.ci.lowell.
mi.us or contact city clerk 
Betty Morlock to see copies 
of the ballot language and 
the resolutions approved by 
the city council putting these 
issues on the ballot.  

140 years ago
Lowell Journal
October 1, 1873

Jeff Hoffman is a hardened sinner. Last Saturday 
he pitched into Henry Olin with the intention of 
preparing him for soup right away. Henry wanted time 
to consider the matter and wouldn’t sacrifice himself 
right there on the spot, unless it was strictly necessary. 
So, he cuffed Jeff around a little and would have soiled 
his face badly had not Officer Hogan stepped in and 
announced that there would be an intermission of a 
few minutes. Jeff was put in the lock-up, but it took 
Hogan and the marshal, both, to put him there and to 
make it appear to him that it was his duty to go there. 
On Monday morning Hoffman was brought before 
Justice Hunter and fined twelve dollars. Not having 
the currency, he left his watch with the Marshal and 

has thirty days to work and get the money and recover 
the watch. To close the scene, Olin sued Hoffman for 
private damages and now wears Hoffman's coat and 
says it’s settled.

 

125 years ago
Lowell Journal
October 5, 1888

George Needham killed a white chipmunk Monday. 
They are very rare.

The Lowell Milling Co.’s Mill is idle at present, owing 
to the bank difficulties. It is hoped, however, that it will 
be taken by some one and set going again soon.

The safe of Bergy Bros., at Caledonia, was opened 
Thursday night, but the men who did the job got 
nothing because they were frightened away just as 
they got the safe open.

Grand Rapids has two women who tried a few days 
ago to sell their dead mother's false teeth to a dentist 
of that city. They believe in living up to the proverb - 
economy is wealth.

Farmer Reynolds wants some one to take a half 
share with him in the Cyclone and move it to Chicago, 
Detroit or some other big place. No one about here 
would miss the lunatic production if it should leave.

 
100 years ago

The Lowell Ledger
October 2, 1913

Headline: Painful injuries suffered by J. R Buchanan 
from barbed wire.  Our old friend J. R. Buchanan 
was thrown from his road cart into a barbed wire 

To The Editor, 
continued, page 14

Just the facts! Lowell Area 
Schools building and site proposal

 Lowell Board of 
Education and district 
administration is committed 
to maintaining our facilities 
in good condition for 
thousands of students and 
community members that 
use our schools on a daily 
basis. That is why Lowell 
Area Schools is asking the 
community to consider 
a 1 mill building and 
site fund proposal on the 
November 5, 2013 ballot 
to address critical needs 
for our facilities. Approval 
of this building and site 
fund proposal will allow 
the Lowell Area Schools to 
address the following three 
areas of need: safety and 
security, energy savings 
– roof and infrastructure 
r e p a i r / m a i n t e n a n c e , 
and returning dollars to 
classrooms.

If you’ve ever owned a 
home, you have at one time 
or another been faced with 
maintenance of your roof, 
driveway, or furnace.  Like 
any proud homeowner, our 
desire is to take care of our 
community resources before 
they deteriorate. Lowell 
Area Schools must maintain 
roofs, asphalt, etc. or our 
facilities become unsafe for 
students.

I encourage you to 
examine these needs closely, 
and please contact me if 
you have any questions 

about these proposed 
items.  Whether voting by 
absentee ballot, or going to 
the polls on Election Day, 
Tuesday, November 5, our 
responsibility, as stewards 
of the community’s assets 
and trust, is to ensure that 
our citizens are aware of this 
proposal and, if approved 
by the voters, are clearly 
informed of the needs that 
would be addressed over 
the coming years. Here are 
the facts about the millage 
election on NOVEMBER 
5, 2013. THERE IS ONE 
PROPOSAL THAT OUR 
RESIDENTS WILL BE 
ASKED TO APPROVE:

One NEW MILL for a 
period of 7 years to create a 
Building & Site fund from 
2013-2019

It is important to note 
that:  District resources 
(money, email, etc.) cannot 
be used to expressly 
advocate for or against a 
ballot proposal.  Therefore, 
the following are FACTUAL 
responses to the most 
commonly asked questions 
from staff and residents:

WHAT IS THE 
PROPOSAL? 

The 1 mill Building & 
Site Fund Proposal would 
increase taxes for district 
residents.  This chart shows 
the impact of the proposal 
based on the average home 
values in our district. 

 HOME VALUE TAXABLE VALUE 
 $75,000 $37,500 
 $100,000 $50,000 
 $150,000 $75,000 
 $200,000 $100,000

 TAXES PER YEAR TAXES PER MONTH
 $37.50 $3.12
 $50.00 $4.17
 $75.00 $6.25
 $100.00 $8.34

WHAT WILL THE 
MONEY BE USED FOR? 

Building & Site Fund 
dollars are highly restricted. 
Generally, Building & 
Site Fund expenditures 
are for building/facility 
renovations, additions, 
or property purchase/
improvements. Examples of 
how Building & Site Fund 

dollars can be used include 
building renovations; wiring 
for WIFI; security systems 
such as cameras, video, and 
intercom entry systems; 
resurfacing or repairing 
roofs, asbestos abatement, 
and internal/external 
signage. At this time, the 

Sharing The Vision, 
continued, page 7Looking Back, continued, page 7

LAS Superintendent Greg Pratt

sharing 
the vision
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CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
(Assembly of God)

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery
Robert Holmes, Pastor

SUNDAYS:
Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m.

“The Source” Youth: 7:00 p.m.

2275 West Main Street  • 897-7168
Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org

Rev. Jon Pickens
Rev. W. Lee Taylor & Pastor Phil Severn
Sun. Worship Service..........................9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Sunday School Hour/ABF’s...................................11:00 A.M.
AWANA 6-8/Youth Ministry............................Wed. 6:15 P.M.

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell

9:45 A.M. .....................Sunday School
10:30 A.M............................Fellowship
11:00 A.M.................................Worship

Nursery & Children 
Worship Programs Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service..............Sunday -10:00 A.M.
(Nursery available)

Sunday School................................9:00 A.M.
Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Rod Galindo
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship................10:00 A. M.
Sunday School....................11:20 A.M.
Evening Worship...................6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

402 Amity St. • 897-9820
www.stmary-lowell.com

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 10:30 AM
Saturday confessions: 3-4:30 PM

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:00 AM - 8 PM
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS - CALL PETE WIGGINS  897-7915

SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 393, EWTN FOR 24 HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

621 E. Main Street
897-5936

www.lowellumc.com
Barrier-free entrance

Jesus didn’t turn people away.
Neither do we.

You are welcome here!

WORSHIP.............................8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
SUNDAY SCHOOL............................9:30 a.m.
YOUTH GROUPS (JR. & SR. HIGH).......6:00 p.m.
Wednesday After-School Kids’ Club until 5:30 p.m.

Rev. Rick Blunt

churchesarea

   anniversaries

P.O. Box 128
Lowell, MI 49331

 897-9261

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday:

8 am - 5 pm
Friday:  8 am - Noon
Closed Sat. & Sun.

HEALTH
With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 

Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

health

happy 
birthday!

OCTOBER 2
Doris Titcombe, Timothy 
Hoag.

OCTOBER 3
Mike Moore, Jim 
Stoutjesdyk, Sr., Lori 
Smith.

OCTOBER 4
Marj Harding, Raymond 
Kastanek, Cody 
Chambers, Rich Wade, 
Dennis Denton, Jr., 
Morgan Olin, Theresa 
Baerwalde, Joe Kovacs.

OCTOBER 5
Bradley Kiczenski, Allen 
Reynolds, Zachary 
Willard.

OCTOBER 6
Steven J. Ayres, Randy 
Tulecki, Emma Jo 
Clouser, Bridget Lally, 
Ethan Foster.

OCTOBER 7
Fred Ray, Jennifer Idema.

OCTOBER 8
Maxwell Stormzand, 
Jeremy Darby, Abigail 
Kastanek, Kelsay Myers, 
Chris Borton, Don Smith, 
Andrew Abel.
 

Alto United Methodist Church

11365�64th�st.�(1/2�mile�west�of�M50)

Adults�$7.50��Kids�5�-�11�$4

4�&�under FREE!

October�5th��������4:30�-�7:00�PM

Baked�Potato�Supper

Cervical cancer is a 
disease that affects the 
reproductive tract of adult 
women. It rarely causes 
symptoms in the affected 
female. Fortunately, the 
incidence of cervical cancer 
has greatly decreased since 
the introduction of pap 
smear testing.

A pap smear is a test 
that is done to check for 
signs of cancer on the 
cervix. During a pap smear, 
the doctor takes a sample 
of cells from the cervix. 
These cells are checked for 
signs that they’re changing 
from normal. A pap smear 
can show if these cells are 
going through changes long 
before they turn into cancer. 
Cervical cancer is not life-
threatening if it’s caught 
early. Often these early or 
pre-cancerous changes can 
be treated and cured. This is 
why it is important to have 
regular pap smears.

Currently, all women 
should start having pap 
smears once they have 
been sexually active for 
three years. Women should 
continue having yearly pap 
smears until they’ve had 
at least three normal ones. 
After this, they should 
have one at least every two 
or three years throughout 
the rest of their life. There 
may be instances when the 
doctor may recommend 

cervical cancer screening

more frequent testing for 
women considered to be at 
higher risk.

The main risk factors 
for cervical cancer are 
related to sexual practices. 
Starting sex at an early age, 
multiple partners, sexually 
transmitted diseases and 
smoking all increase the 
risk of a women developing 
cervical cancer.

Human Papilloma 
Virus (HPV) is a sexually 
transmitted disease that 
can increase a woman’s 
risk for cervical cancer. 
HPV is highly contagious 
and highly prevalent in 
sexually active individuals. 
It has been estimated that 
up to 70 percent of sexually 
active individuals who have 
had unprotected sex with 
more than three partners 
in their lifetime may carry 
HPV. HPV rarely causes 
symptoms and most people 
do not know they have it. 
Some strains of HPV can 
cause visible genital warts, 
while others may cause 
precancerous changes to 
the cervix. Condom use can 
greatly reduce the risk of 
contracting HPV. There are 
now two immunizations that 
can protect women from 
most strains of HPV. They 
are recommended for all 
young women between the 
ages of 12 and 26. 

David and Diana Roush, 
of Lowell, will celebrate 50 
years of marriage October 
4, 2013. The Roush’s have 
three daughters, Brenda and 
Dwayne Johnson, Debby 
and Jason Radmacher, and 

Roush

David and Diana Roush

Sandi and Michael Kerrigan; 
ten grandchildren and one 
great-granddaughter. The 
family will celebrate the 
occasion with a trip to 
Mackinac Island. 

•••
Forget injuries, 

never forget 
kindnesses.

~ Confucius 
(551 BC - 479 BC)
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BIGGEST TREE CONTEST

To be eligible the tree must be in the Lowell city limits 
and the deadline is Oct. 31, 2013. The top three entries 
receive plaques that can be placed on or adjacent to the 
tree. 

 - 725 Bowes Rd., Oak; - Oakwood Cemetery, Oak; 
 - 412 N. Division St., Elm; 

 - 701 Amity, Oak;  - 904 Monroe St., Oak @ 166”

• Tree size will be confirmed by an arborist & a professional landscaper. 

of tree within the city limits (nearest cross streets):

 of tree (if known):
of tree in inches (as measured 4.5 feet above the ground):

 of property where tree is located:
(s):949-8500

4070 Lake Drive • Park East Professional Building
www.wmeyecare.com

ATTENTION AREA VISION CARE PATIENTS!
 Looking for quality eye care dedicated to 
maintaining that special relationship that exists 
between a patient and their family eye doctor? 
 We invite you to visit West Michigan 
Eyecare Associates just  a short 20 minute 
drive from Lowell. We are a private practice 
that will continue to provide you with the special care 
you’re searching for and deserve.

* Excellent care  * Quality products  *  Friendly service

SERVICES WE PROVIDE:
– Eye Health and Vision Care – Contact Lens Care 
– 24 Hour Emergency Care – Low Vision Rehab
– Children’s Vision Care – Vision Therapy
– Full Service Optical – Glaucoma Care
– Ocular Disease Care – Diabetic Eye Care

district is interested in 
maintaining our aging 
facilities and has no interest 
in purchasing property.

WHAT ARE THE 
RESTRICTIONS ON THE 
MONEY? 

Building & Site 
Fund dollars CANNOT 
be used for: salaries or 
benefits; buses or other 
vehicles; technology such 
as computers, IPads, etc.; 
equipment such as routine 
maintenance items; or 
furnishings such as tables, 
desks, and chairs.

IN THE ABSENCE 
OF A BUILDING & 
SITE FUND, THESE 
E X P E N D I T U R E S 
WOULD HAVE TO COME 
FROM THE DISTRICT 
GENERAL FUND.  

The General Fund is 
used for programs, salaries, 
etc.  Without a voter-
approved one mill Building 
& Site fund, precious 
programs and extra-
curricular opportunities 
provided to students will 
be compromised, because 
general fund dollars would 

be shifted to repair aging 
roofs, asphalt, and other 
maintenance-related issues 
in need of attention. It is 
anticipated that in the next 
five years, the district will 
need to spend $3,983,677.00 
for roof repair/replacement 
and asphalt alone. Other 
areas in need of attention 
include security and general 
maintenance.

WHY ARE YOU 
ASKING FOR AN 
INCREASE? 

Lowell Area Schools 
is a conservative school 
district with a “Pay-As-You-
Go” master plan strategy. 
This approach eliminates 
borrowing and interest 
costs to maximize taxpayer 

dollars. Lowell Area Schools 
is also close to maxing out 
any possible bond levy, 
making this Building & Site 
fund proposal a long-term 
solution.

BASED ON 
COMMUNITY INPUT, 
THIS PLAN WILL 
ADDRESS THE MOST 
PRESSING FACILITY 
NEEDS IN OUR 
DISTRICT.  THOSE 
NEEDS ARE:

SAFETY & 
SECURITY: Reconfiguring 
entry vestibules and creating 
more secure visitor access 
control.  Security camera 
system upgrades will also 
be implemented.  

Sharing The Vision, continued
ENERGY SAVINGS: 

Our roofs are 5 years 
beyond the 15 and 20 year 
warranties. They are at 
the end of their useful life 
and need to be replaced 
or repaired in order for 
us to conserve energy 
and preserve building 
infrastructure.

IT IS IMPORTANT 
THAT RESIDENTS IN 
THE LOWELL AREA 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
HAVE ALL THE FACTS 
SO THAT YOU CAN 
MAKE AN EDUCATED 
DECISION.  QUESTIONS?  
Call Lowell Area Schools at 
987-2501.

 

fence Monday evening and his face was terribly torn 
in several places with deep and ragged gashes. He 
had spent the day in Grand Rapids and returning on 
the evening train was driving to his boarding place at 
Kelsey Denton's in Keene. When near Bailey Kerekes’ 
place his horse was frightened by something running 
across the road and threw Mr. Buchanan as related. 
He was taken to the Kerekes’ house and Dr. Lee was 
called, but owing to the severity of the injuries he was 
taken to the doctor’s office where the cuts were sewed 
up and dressed and afterward removed to the Denton 
home. Mr. Buchanan is 78 years old and the injuries 
and shock are severe for a man of his age. He has 
been planning for a home in Lowell and we wish him 
a speedy recovery. The horse after throwing the driver 
broke loose from the cart and made its way to the 
Denton stable in good time.

75 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

October 6, 1938
This is National Letter Writing week. "Someone, 

somewhere, is awaiting a letter from you."
C. H. Runciman installed an inter office and building 

communication system last week that will permit 
carrying on two-way conversations from any part of 
any building and also outside to the scales and the 
coal yard from the main office.

50 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

October 3, 1963
Is it or isn't it safe to go down the main street of 

Lowell? This question was brought forth recently when 
reports were made of school kids throwing things at 
cars, hitting people with their bicycles on the side 
walks, running into you while trying to catch a friend, or 
just forging their way through traffic. Tuesday evening 
following the snake dance at Recreation Park, some 
students threw an egg at some girls across the street, 
but the egg accidently hit a passing car. The motorist 
emerged from his car, caught the vandals, took them 
to the nearest gasoline station and made them wash, 
wax and polish his car. What better punishment!

The Lawhon sisters spent their early years in 
Lowell. Their mother, born and raised in Lowell, was 
a 1944 graduate of Lowell High School. Jan and Jill 
are the stars of a combination show band called "Jan, 
the 4 Jacks and Jill," known throughout the southwest. 
Jan was a "Miss Teenage America" finalist in 1962. 
She was also Miss Monroney and a cover girl. Her first 
record, "Coming Out Party," was released last year and 
reached no. 22 on KOMA radio. She has appeared on 
several TV shows, including "Oklahoma Jubilee," the 
"Gazlon Show" and the "Tom Paxton Show." She made 
a weekly appearance through the summer months in 
1962 on a TV program sponsored by Frigidaire, out 
of New York. Jill Lawhon, Jan's younger sister, joined 
the act early this year singing and playing the guitar 
and piano. The sister act is backed up by a 4- piece 
combo called the 4 Jacks. The group goes from rock 
'n roll to sweet music and have toured the middle west 
all summer making a name for themselves wherever 
they went. The girls’ mother acts as their manager and 

is also their booking agent. Their aunt, Mrs. Marian 
Claeson, also lives in Lowell.

A new sewer line running from the alley on 
Riverside Drive to the now Lowell Light and Power 
municipal garage is under construction this week. 
Crews from the city water department are making the 
new installations.

 

25 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

October 5, 1988
Headline: M-21 railroad construction project nears 

its end. The need for the construction was initially 
cited by Mid Michigan Railroad, followed by inspectors 
being sent out. "They have the right to come in when 
they think tracks need to be repaired," said director 
of Public Works Tony Siciliano. "Since M-21 is a state 
highway crossing, the state is there for inspection and 
to make sure it meets the requirements." He added, 
"Because of this, the city has no choice in the matter as 
to when the work is done." Siciliano said the planning 
of the traffic flow (re-routing) is done by Mid Michigan 
railroad and the Michigan Department of transportation 
with the approval of the city. "We've had complaints 
about the re-routing which the state recommended," 

Siciliano said. "But with the geographical location of 
Lowell and the river it was impossible to designate any 
other route." The installation of four-way stop signs at 
Bowes Road has helped with the complaints. "It has 
given everyone equal time," Siciliano said. "As of Sept. 
30 there have been no reports of an accident because 
someone failed to stop." He added that the first four 
to five hours the four-way stop signs were up is when 
most of the problems occurred, "only because people 
were not accustomed to them." The project which was 
started Sept. 19 will not cost the city a cent. The cost 
will be handled by the railroad company and possibly 
the state. 

Mr. Wizard’s assistant amazes Runciman/Riverside 
students. The students and staff at Runciman/Riverside 
were absolutely "up in the air" with excitement over 
the experiments presented by Mr. Wizard's assistant 
Doug Hughes. This special program from Mr. 
Wizard's World was on "Air and Gases" and included 
demonstrations involving air pressure, the effects of 
oxygen and carbon dioxide on a fire and the principles 
of hot air balloon flight. Several students were called 
upon to help Hughes with his demonstrations, the 
most dramatic of which showed the explosive nature 
of natural gas.

 

Looking Back, continued
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SPORTS
Red Arrow

  - FOOTBALL

Week of 
Oct. 7, 2013

LUNCH MENU

 Cheeseburger on 
WG bun, tator tots, fruit & 
veggie bar: spinach & 
romaine side salad, fresh 
baby carrots, mandarin 
oranges, fresh apple, milk.

Rotini w/
meatsauce & garlic 
breadstick, seasoned 
broccoli, fruit & veggie bar: 
spinach & romaine side 
salad, cucumber coins, 
mixed fruit, fresh pear, 
milk.

 WG French toast 
sticks served with 
sausage, warm cinnamon 
apples, fruit & veggie bar: 
spinach & romaine side 
salad, fresh baby carrots, 
chilled pears, orange juice, 
milk.

Chicken taco on 
WG soft tortilla shell, 
served at Alto, Cherry 
Creek & Murray Lake; WG 
breaded chicken nuggets 
served at Bushnell; refried 
beans, fruit & veggie bar: 
spinach & romaine side 
salad, red pepper strips, 
fresh pear, fresh apple, 
milk.

 Homemade cheese 
pizza on WG crust, fresh 
baby carrots, fruit & veggie 
bar: spinach & romaine 
side salad, fresh baby 
carrots, applesauce, 
orange slices, milk.

by Karen Jack

 If Friday night was 
any indication on how well 
the Arrows will do in the 
OK White conference, the 
Lowell varsity football 
team should bring home 
the conference title with 
no problem. Traveling to 
Forest Hills Central for the 
conference season opener, 
the game was almost over 
before it began, with the 
Arrows beating the Rangers 
48-7.

Lowell scored on their 
first possession and scored 

Lowell wins season 
opener by a landslide

five more times just in the 
first half, shutting down 
the Rangers for any scoring 
opportunity. Going into the 
locker room at halftime 
up 42-0, the running clock 
came into play in the second 
half and the Arrows only 
allowed Central to score 
late in the fourth quarter. 
Lowell’s defense, once 
again, pounded the offense 
and shut down Central’s 
rushing game, holding them 
to only 17 total yards in the 
game.

Kyler Shurlow, Ben 
Bigham, Jeff Houston, and 
Grant Peterson were all 
part of the scoring drive on 
Lowell’s first possession. 

THANK 
YOU!

Jon Misak and family would like to thank 
all who prayed and visited Jon while he was 
in the hospital with his brain injury. 

We have always known the Lowell 
community and the football family is 
awesome but never more than when they 
are needed. A special thank you to coach 
Brad Sprauge, coach Tim and all of JonJon’s 
teammates. Also those who were by Jon’s 
side on the field. 

We have been blessed. Thank you. 
THE MISAK FAMILY

Scott, Renee, Matthew, Sarah, 
Richard, Samuel, Jonathan

Shurlow rushed for a total 
of 22 yards before his three-
yard touchdown run. He 
also passed to Bigham three 
times for a total of 51 yards 
and passed to Peterson for 
a four-yard gain. Houston 
rushed for three yards in the 
drive.

Lowell’s second score 
was from a Forest Hills’ 
fumble recovered by Jake 
Stephens, who ran it 65 
yards for the score.

The Arrows scored 
again on a Shurlow pass to 
Kyle Blough for 64 yards 
to set them up on the 26-
yard line, when Kanon 
Dean rushed for seven yards 
and Shurlow threw the 21-

yard touchdown pass to 
Josh Branagan. Their next 
possession resulted in a two-
play touchdown, with a pass 
to Bigham for 27 yards and 
a rush by Branagan for nine 
yards over the goal line.

Shurlow, Bigham, 
Branagan and Dylan Brower 
were all part of the Arrows’ 
next scoring drive, with 
passes to Bigham for a total 
of 16 yards, Brower for 11, 
and Branagan for 20, as well 
as rushes by Shurlow for 20 
yards before he took it in on 
a three-yard run.

The last score in the 
first half was from a fumble 
by Forest Hills, which 
was recovered by Josh 

Cutlines:
Bigham: 
Blough: Kyle Blough breaks away for a run.
Dean: Max Dean goes after the Central quarterback.
FHC:  Karson Murley holds back the defender.
Houston:

Shurlow: 
 
 

Ben Bigham breaks a tackle after catching the ball.

Colegrove. The very next 
play resulted in a touchdown 
on a Shurlow 19-yard pass 
to Bigham.

The Arrows’ last score 
was during the first play 
of the fourth quarter when 
Bigham was at quarterback 
and was only a three-play 
score. Bigham rushed for 
one yard, Garret White 
rushed for three and Bigham 
took the ball down the field 
on a 73-yard run for the 
touchdown. The point-after 
kick by Austin Bieri was 
blocked.

Bigham led the offense 
on both rushing and 
receiving with a total of 
74 yards rushing and 113 

 Jeff Houston tackles the Central runner.

in the air. Brower had 15 
yards rushing and Blough 
had 64 yards receiving. 
Bieri had six good point-
after kicks. Leading the 
defense in tackles was 
Brower with six. Stephens, 
Blough, Colegrove, 
Andrew Metternick, and 
Derek Massey all had four 
tackles. Austin Bieri had 
three tackles. Brower had 
a sack with an assist from 
Max Dean. Metternick had 
two broken up passes and 
Massey had two.

The Arrows travel 
to East Grand Rapids on 

Friday. Game time 
is 7:00 pm.

At right, 
Garret White 

makes the 
tackle.

Above, Kyler 
Shurlow breaks 
away for a run.
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SPORTS
Red Arrow

  - VOLLEYBALL

Peace of mind is priceless.
But it costs just $39 a year.

Membershipmakes a great gift for aloved one.

5Star Device $39.99* ($10 OFF)
One time activation fee $25* (30% OFF)

Care Plan
Just $39 a year protects 
you from out-of-pocket 
ambulance expenses.

*When you sign up for a RAS Care Plan, you will get a 
promotional code for the “Added Value” plan discounts.

www.rockfordambulance.comCall (616) 866-0724                                                 for more information and 
to get the ball rolling.

Enroll Today
You can sign up and pay for the Care Plan 

online right now to get immediate protection 
for you and your family. 

Just go to www.rockfordambulance.com
and click on “Care Plan.”

Why 5Star Urgent Response?
GPS enabled 5Star device 

Simply press the button anytime you need help 
and you’re connected to Th e 5Star 

—or press and hold to 
connect to 9-1-1 directly.

Now Off ering our 
“Added Value” Plan

5Star Urgent Response
YOUR COMMUNITY NONPROFIT PARAMEDIC AMBULANCE SERVICE

55S5S5S

Special Off er

for our

Care Plan

Members!

by Karen Jack

The Lady Arrows split 
their games this week, 
beating Caledonia 3-0 and 
falling to Grand Rapids 
Christian 0-3.

In their first game 
against Caledonia, the 
Arrows went up 2-0, but 
the teams went back and 
forward throughout the 
game, even going down 
by as many as four points, 
before Lowell kicked it in 
and took over the game. 
Down 13-17, Katie Bush 
spiked the ball, followed 
by an Abby Petroelje spike 
to put the Arrows closer 
15-17. Grace Quiggle then 
served two more points to 
go ahead 18-17. The Arrows 
gave up another point, then 
Petroelje spiked again to put 
the Arrows ahead for good. 
The final score for that game 
was 25-23. Petroelje had 
four spikes in the game and 
Aubreigh Steed had two.

In the second game, the 
Arrows never let Caledonia 
have the lead, coming out 
strong and staying strong 
for the entire game, leading 
by as many as seven points. 
The first four points scored 
were by the Arrows, one 
of which was a block by 
Bush and Rachel Fox and 
then another block by Bush 

Arrows victorious over Caledonia not so with GRC
alone. Petroelje had seven 
spikes in that game and 
Bush had two aces in the 
25-16 win.

The final game against 
Caledonia was a little closer 
than the second, but by 
not much. Once again, the 
Arrows never let Caledonia 
have the lead, but the game 
was a back-and-forth game 
in scoring. The Arrows 
took the lead 2-1 on a Steed 
spike, then went up 5-1 on 
a Petroelje spike. Caledonia 
came back and tied it at 6-6, 
but Petroelje had another 
spike to put the Arrows 
ahead, followed by a block 
from Paige Wilson to put 
them up 8-6. Caledonia 
scored the next two points to 
tie it up again and Petroelje 
had another spike, followed 
by an ace when she served 
the next point. Wilson had 
another block for another 
point and Petroelje had 
another ace on her serve 
to make the score 12-8. 
At 12-9, Steed had a very 
well placed ball for another 
point and an ace by Bethany 
Kaczanowski put them 
ahead 15-10. The Arrows 
never let up from there, with 
the final score of 25-21.

“I was really proud 
of my teammates tonight 
and how we all never gave 
up, even though we were 
winning,” said Petroelje. 
When asked about her 17 
spikes for the night, she was 
quite humble and gave credit 
to her teammates for all their 
support in their training. 
“I have to give a lot of the 
credit to my teammates who 
have worked with me all 

Kortney Beachler gets the dig.

At right, Rachel Fox 
spikes the ball.

 

these years. I’m so proud to 
be part of a team that knows 
each others’ strengths and 
how to get the best out of 
each one of us.”

The Grand Rapids 
Christian game was another 
story. The Arrows lost all 
three games, 18-25, 15-25 
and 22-25. In the first game, 
Petroelje had four spikes, 
Steed had two and Bush 
had an ace. Steed, Bush and 
Wilson all had blocks in the 
game as well. In game two, 
Steed led with four spikes 
and Petroelje had three. 
Steed and Bush both had a 
block.

The final game was a 
little closer than the first 
two and the Arrows really 

made a comeback, as the 
final scored showed, 21-
25. Kortney Beachler led 
the comeback with a well-
placed return when the score 
was at 15-24. The Arrows 
scored the next four points 
and Steed blocked in the 
next play to put the score 
at 20-25. The Arrows got 
one more point on an error 
from Christian and couldn’t 
hold on in the next play for 
Christian to get the final 
point.

The varsity volleyball 
team faces Jenison at 
home on Thursday. 

Scheduled game 
time is 7:15 pm.

Bethany Kaczanowski sets the ball.
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Our Spotlight Athletes This Week: 

Ben Bigham
Team:  Football
Grade: Seniorpotlight  SPlayer &

How long have you been playing football? 
What position do you play?

I have been playing for seven years now and most recently 
have been playing wide receiver for offense and line 
backer for defense, but have played just about every 

position on the field.

What other sports do you play? 
How long have you been playing those?

I have also been involved in baseball (8 years), lacrosse (1 
year), and wrestling (6 years).

What is your favorite sport?
Football because of how close I have grown to my 
teammates. I practically consider them all family.

Kortney Beachler
Team:  Volleyball
Grade: Senior

Ben Bigham Kortney Beachler
Have you received any awards 

for any of them? 
No, I have not as of yet.

Have you broken any records?
I think I held the long jump record in fifth grade 

at Murray Lake for 30 seconds, then 
Jacob Stephens jumped and broke my record.

Do you have siblings? 
I have two brothers – Luke and John. Luke is a sophomore 
at Louisiana State University and John is a junior at LHS.

What do you like to do for fun?
I love battling it out on the pitch, FIFA 2011 for the Xbox 
360, to be exact; watching movies and eating good food.

What got you into football in the first place?
I was the new kid at Lowell and it was the thing to do. 

I guess I was just trying to fit in.

What do you like best about participating in sports?
I like being able to be a part of something special and 
I feel like we have something special in our athletic 

programs here at Lowell High School

What was your personal best 
during any of your sports?

My game against Grand Haven this year was my best 
statistically, but I have never felt better 

about a performance of mine than in the playoff 
game against Muskegon last year.

What kind of grades do you get?
I have a 4.1 GPA.

Do you plan on playing 
any sport in college? If so, which one?

I don’t plan on playing sports in college.
I am either attending Texas A&M 

or the University of Kansas.

How long have you been playing volleyball? 
What position do you play?

I have been playing volleyball since 6th grade. 
I am the libero.

Note: A libero is the defensive specialist position, who remains
 in the game at all times and is the only player not limited by 

rules of rotation. She usually replaces the middle blocker 
position when they rotate to the back row and never 

rotates to the front row herself.

What other sports do you play? 
How long have you been playing those?

I also play softball and have been playing since t-ball.

What is your favorite sport?
My favorite sports are volleyball and softball.

Have you received any awards 
for any of them? 

For softball last year, I was all-conference,
all-district and received the scholar athlete award.

Do you have siblings? 
My brother, Matthew, is a freshman at LHS.

What do you like to do for fun?
I love hanging out with my friends, attending football 

games, photography and graphic design.

What got you into volleyball in the first place?
I wanted to do L.A Crush volleyball, which was 

the travel team through Lowell when we were sixth 
graders, with all of my friends.

What do you like best about 
participating in sports?

I love meeting new friends and playing as a team.

What kind of grades do you get?
My grade point is 4.067.

Do you plan on playing any sport in college? 
If so, which one?

I would like to play club volleyball and rec softball in 
college. I have applied to Michigan State, 

Grand Valley and Central Michigan.

FEDEX 
PICKUP NOW 

AVAILABLE 
AT THE BUYERS 
GUIDE/LEDGER 

OFFICES
(for PREPAID 
boxes only) 

FEDEX PICKUP NOW AVAILABLE AT THE

uideG
uyersB &

OFFICES
105 N. BROADWAY • LOWELL

We will be able to 
process boxes to 
be delivered via 

Federal Express soon. 

897-9555
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CALL 897-9261

When you have a State Farm®  
car and a State Farm home, get 
ready to drive around with a big, 
money-saving State Farm smile. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

1103161.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Put auto and home together 
for hundreds in savings.

Get our 3-Bed,  
2-Bath, 4-Door,  
V-6 discount.

Deborah Wilks, Agent
11827 Fulton St E
Lowell, MI  49331

Bus: 616-897-9237
dwilks@deborahwilks.com

897-8560

• Septic Tanks Cleaned •
• Home Sale Evaluations •

C
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WE ACCEPT COMPETITORS COUPONS!
Family Dentistry of Lowell

WWW.FAMILYDENTISTRYOFLOWELL.COMJENNIFER BYRD, D.D.S.  |  ANN WILSON, D.D.S. 

At Family Dentistry of Lowell, traditional dental services 
meet modern dentistry...with a feminine touch.

Dr. Wilson and Dr. Byrd welcome you and your family 
into our calming and nurturing environment. 

Heated neck pillows and blankets will help you  
slowly relax. 

We also offer personal headphones with access to the 
music of your choice. 

Doesn’t your family deserve a better dental experience? 

AreN’T YOu For A 

BETTER DENTAL ExpERIENCE?
 READY

616-897-4835 

147 NORTh CENTER STREET, LOWELL 

Kortney Beachler
Team:  Volleyball
Grade: Senior

volunteering opportunities

lend a hand

The Literacy Center 
of West Michigan has 
scheduled an information 
session on Thursday, 
October 10, 2013, for 
prospective volunteer 
tutors. This session is held at 
6:30 pm and lasts one hour. 
It allows persons interested 
in becoming volunteer 
tutors to find out more about 

tutors needed
the center and its literacy 
programs. At the end of the 
session, there will be an 
opportunity to sign up for 
tutor training.

The Literacy Center of 
W. Michigan is a nonprofit, 
United Way agency devoted 
to reducing illiteracy in 
the community. Based on 

Lowell High School 
(LHS) has announced 
that Maddie Stadt, 12th 
grade; is the Lowell High 
School September Student 
of the Month. In order 
to be eligible for this 
honor a student must be 
nominated by a department. 
All the nomination forms 
for the month are then 
reviewed and voted on at 
the monthly department 
chair meeting. Students are 
selected based on academic 
achievement, character 
and work ethic. There are 
1,200 students eligible for 
nomination, so this is quite 
an accomplishment for 
Stadt. The students receive 
a $20 movie gift card and a 
certificate. 

Jon Bieneman 
nominated Stadt and he 
writes, “I have had the 
opportunity to have Stadt 
in class during her junior 

LEGAL 
NOTICE

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Decedent's Estate

FILE NO. 13-194438-DE

Estate of ROBERT L. 
FRITZ, deceased. 

Date of birth: 
12/27/1965.

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS: The 
decedent, Robert L. 
Fritz, died July 8, 2011.

Creditors of the 
decedent are notified 
that all claims against 
the estate will be 
forever barred unless 
presented to Kathleen 
M. Fritz, named 
personal representative 
or proposed personal 
representative, or to 
both the probate court 
at 180 Ottawa Avenue 
NW, Grand Rapids, MI 
49503 and the named/
proposed personal 
representative within 4 
months after the date 
of publication of this 
notice.

September 24, 2013

R. John Stephan 
(P71686)
3875 West River Dr.
P.O. Box 327
Comstock Park, MI 49321
616-784-5080

Kathleen M. Fritz
12222 Stebbins Ave. NW

Sparta, MI 49345
616-430-0176

LHS Student of the Month

year. She did an outstanding 
job in my class and I was 
really impressed with 
her willingness to seek 
assistance when needed as 
well as her willingness to 
help others. As I got to know 
Maddie, it was very apparent 
that she is an outstanding 
young lady and is involved 
with many things here at 
Lowell High School.

She has been on the 
varsity soccer team and 
also very involved with the 

annual class producing the 
yearbook. However, over the 
summer I happened to see 
Maddie, around Lowell, do 
some very amazing things 
and I was really impressed. 
I saw her volunteering with 
her youth group, logging 
many hours of community 
service and also playing 
piano in her church band. 
It seemed that every time I 
turned around this summer, 
there she was. Having seen 
Maddie devote numerous 
hours towards helping 
others in our community 
and also her work in the 
classroom, I believe that she 
is an outstanding member of 
Lowell High School and a 
great candidate for student 
of the month!”

This program is made 
possible by the support 
of the LHS Academic 
Boosters, who support the 
high school in many ways. If 
you are interested in helping 
support the LHS Academic 
Boosters you may contact 
the office at 987-2900. 

1990 census figures, at 
least 19,000 adults in Kent 
County cannot read at a 
functional level. At least 
6,000 adults cannot speak 
or understand English well. 
By training people to be 
tutors, the center can offer 
one-on-one reading help to 
adults asking for assistance 
in reading or English as a 
Second Language (ESL). 
You do not need to speak 
another language to tutor 
ESL.

The information session 
will be held at the Literacy 
Center of West Michigan, 
located at 1120 Monroe 
Ave., NW, Suite 240, Grand 
Rapids, MI. Please call 459-
5151 (ext. 10) to register.

WE SHIP
UPS!

Our Prices Canʼt Be 
Beat!

Call Us for a Price 
Quote!

Weight & Zip Code 
Required 

for a Quote

The Lowell Ledger
105 N. Broadway, 897-9261

DNR website for hunting sites
Looking for a great 

place to hunt on public 
land? Start by using the Mi-
HUNT interactive mapping 
tool online to find over 
9.9 million acres of public 
land open to hunting. The 
service is available on the 
DNR’s website, www.
michigan.gov/dnr.

Be sure to watch the 
tutorial sessions to get the 
most out of this mapping 

application. Maps can be 
printed in color and viewed 
at the level where users can 
search for sought-after tree 
species.

Looking for areas to 
hunt on private land? The 
Hunting Access Program 
opens an additional 143 
properties where landowners 
allow public access. 
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LEGAL 
NOTICE

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

TENA BIERLING 
TRUST

TO ALL CREDITORS:

The Settlor, Tena 
Bierling, who lived 
at 2105 Raybrook, 
S.E., Apt. 5028, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49546, 
died on September 
12, 2013. There is no 
personal representative 
of the settlor’s estate 
to whom Letters of 
Administration have 
been issued.

Creditors of the 
decedent are notified 
that all claims against 
the Tena Bierling 
Trust dated 3/26/97, 
as amended 4/17/03, 
11/14/05, 12/20/07 
and 8/3/10, will be 
forever banned unless 
presented to Robert 
Bierling, Cotrustree, at 
1322 Diamond, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49503, 
Gijsbert Bierling, 5662 
Hickory Ridge, S.W., 
Grandville, MI 49418, 
or Craig A. Bruggink, 
attorney for Cotrustees, 
429 Turner Ave., N.W., 
Grand Rapids, MI 49504, 
within four months after 
the date of publication.

Notice is further given 
that the Trust will 
thereafter be assigned 
and distributed to the 
persons entitled to it.

Craig A. Bruggink 
P.L.C. (P29358)
Attorney for Trustee
429 Turner NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
616-456-4038

Robert Bierling and 
Gijsbert Bierling

Successor Cotrustees 
of the Tena Bierling 

Trust, uad 3/26/97, 
as amended 4/17/03, 

11/14/05, 12/20/07, 
and 8/3/10. 

BARRETT
Michael E. Barrett, of Lowell, was born in Granville, 
Ohio. He graduated from 
Granville High School, 
attended Ohio State 

University 
a n d 
served in 
the U.S. 
Navy for 
six years. 
He worked 

for Owens Corning Glass 
Co. in the research lab. 
He moved to Michigan and 
worked in the heating and 

cooling business until his retirement. After retirement, he 
worked for the Lowell Schools for five and a half years. 
Mike is survived by his wife of 40 years Sharon; sons 
Michael (Kate) and Scott (Molly) Barrett; grandchildren 
Brittany, Jennifer, Morgan, Tom, Jack and Ross Barrett; 
brothers James and Richard (Betty) Barrett; and many 
nieces and nephews. Mass of Christian burial Thursday 
11:00 a.m. St. Patrick Church, 4351 Parnell Ave. NE, 
Ada MI. Rev. Mark Peacock presiding. Visitation 
Wednesday 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. at Roth-Gerst 
Funeral Home, 305 N. Hudson, Lowell MI. Interment 
St. Patrick Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be 
made in Mike’s memory to the charity of one’s choice.
  

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

Disability is something 
most people do not like 
to think about; however, 
the unfortunate reality is 
this: the chances that you 
will become disabled are 
probably far greater than 
you realize. Studies show 
that a 20-year-old worker 
has a more than one in 
four chance of becoming 
disabled before reaching 
retirement age.

Social Security pays 
benefits to people with 
disabilities through the 
Social Security disability 
insurance program, which is 
financed by Social Security 
taxes. If you qualify, you can 
receive a monthly disability 
benefit from Social Security 
for as long as your disability 
keeps you from working. 
The amount of your benefit 
is based on your average 
lifetime earnings. Potential 
Medicare coverage is 
dependent on several factors 
and usually starts after 
you receive disability cash 
benefits for 24 months.

When you work and pay 
Social Security taxes, you 
earn credits. The number of 
credits you need to qualify 
for disability benefits 
depends on your age, and 
some of the work must be 
recent. For example, if you 
become disabled after age 
31, you need to have worked 
at least a total of 10 years, 
including five of those 

If you can’t work due to a 
disability, Social Security can help

having been worked within 
the past 10 years. But if you 
become disabled before age 
24, you need only one and 
a half years of work in the 
past three years.

If you have a disability 
that keeps you from 
working, the time to get 
started with your application 
is now. That is because it 
takes time to determine 
whether you qualify for 
benefits. It usually takes 
about three to five months 
for a medical decision 
from the state agency that 
evaluates your condition. 
If your application is 
approved, your first Social 
Security disability payment 
will be made for the sixth 
full month after the date 
we determine that your 
disability began. 

Look at the disability 
starter kit now at www.
s o c i a l s e c u r i t y . g o v /
disability. Once you 
complete the online 
disability starter kit and 
you’re ready to apply, the 
most convenient way to do 
that is also online. Just go to 
the same disability website 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/
disability. 

Vonda VanTil is the public 
affairs specialist for West 
Michigan. You can write her c/o 
Social Security Administration, 
3045 Knapp St NE, Grand Rapids, 
MI 49525 or via email at vonda.
vantil@ssa.gov   



classifieds
page 13wednesday • October  • 2 • 2013

office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

for sale
WOOD STOVE - very good 
condition, double doors on 
front, $250; table saw, $50. 
897-5206.
BED & MATTRESS SET 
- queen, Sealy, $95 in-
cludes frame. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook. 
Delivery available.TFN 

FEDEX NOW AVAILABLE 
AT THE BUYERS GUIDE 
- for PREPAID boxes only. 
We will be able to process 
boxes to be delivered via 
FedEx soon. Buyers Guide, 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell. 
A BED - A brand new 
queen pillowtop mattress 
set in plastic, w/warranty, 
sacrifice, $135. Call 989-
584-6818.TFN 

CENTRAL BOILER CLAS-
SIC - Outdoor Wood Fur-
nace burns wood up to 
72” long. Heats multiple 
buildings. Call SOS your 
“Stocking Dealer” Dutton, 
MI 616-554-8669 or 616-
915-5061.
200 APPLIANCES - Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69.  Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main St., Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. See 
us on Facebook. Delivery 
available.TFN

WOOD STOVE - Made 
by USC, brand new in 
box, $600 at TSC (sku 
#1098917), $400 firm. 616-
734-4771.
NICE COMPUTER DESK - 
$40; antique table w/marble 
top, $40; pitcher & basin, 
white w/pink rose trim, $30; 
brass hall tree, $40; cast 
iron patio umbrella stand, 
$10; 3 table lamps, $5 ea.; 
mirror, $10. 897-7883.
TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

WOOD FOR SALE - $150 
a cord, $80 a half. $45 
face free starter bundle. 
Call 616-755-1515. Free 
delivery.
ATTN: AREA  VISION 
CARE PATIENTS - West 
Michigan Eyecare Associ-
ates is a private practice 
that is dedicated to main-
taining that special relation-
ship that exists between a 
patient & their family eye 
doctor. Call us for personal-
ized care, 949-8500.
QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.TFN 

FREE AD! - Place & pay  for 
a classified ad in the Buyers 
Guide & Lowell Ledger for 
3 weeks & receive the 4th 
week FREE! You must men-
tion the special in order to 
receive this offer. Valid only 
with new classified ads, and 
must be paid for when ad 
is placed.  Call 897-9555. 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell. 
Ph. 897-9261.

WE DO BUSINESS IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING 
LAW - Equal Housing Op-
portunity. It is illegal to dis-
criminate against any per-
son because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national 
origin. In the sale or rental 
of housing or residential 
lots; in the advertising the 
sale or rental of housing, in 
the financing of housing, in 
the provision of real estate 
brokerage services and in 
the appraisal of housing. 
Anyone who feels he or 
she has been discriminated 
against may file a complaint 
of housing discrimination: 
1-800-669-9777 (toll free) 
1-800-927-9275 (TTY).

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. FREE 
All Vets Coffee Hour at the 
center the 3rd Thursday of 
each month. Bring a friend. 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.TFN 

2 BEDROOM, 1 BATH 
- house for rent. Country 
setting, Lowell schools, re-
modeled. $500 per month, 
$500 deposit. Contact 616-
322-6314.
ASSISTED LIVING - Beau-
tiful modern country home 
in Alto, excellent care. 
Cathy, 616-891-1840. 
Email: AssistedLivingAlto 
@charter.net
RENOVATED 2-BED-
ROOM VICTORIAN - (Cir-
ca 1870) home in Lowell. 8 
rooms (original woodwork/
stained glass) including 
a pantry w/floor-to-ceiling 
cabinets  & bonus room. 
New kitchen/bathroom 
cabinets & fixtures. Newer 
fridge. Washer & dryer in-
cluded. New gas furnace & 
central A/C. Utilities (except 
water) included. Newly 
painted inside  & out. Yard 
maintenance provided. Sits 
on a one-acre wooded lot 
w/plenty of space to play. 
Only a 3-minutte walk to 
historic downtown Lowell. 
No         smoking. $950/
month. Call 312-203-7350 
for details. Available Nov. 
1, 2013.

wanted
I WANT TO BUY -  Re-
frigerator, stove, washer, 
dryer & furniture in good 
shape. Have cash. 989-
584-6818.TFN  
CRAFT VENDORS WANT-
ED - Christmas through 
Lowell at St. Patrick’s, Nov. 
15 & 16. Reasonable booth 
rental fee, closed Sunday. 
Information, 874-8070.

 

Coming Events

services

help wanted

for sale
HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN   

TIME TO SHINE WIN-
DOW WASHING - is 
running a fall special. 
Call for your free esti-
mate & ask about our 
discount. 616-292-
0695.

LAMINATING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE - Next day 
service. Drop off & pieces 
will be available by 9 a.m. 
the next day. Cards, .50 
each, 8 1/2 x 11 paper, $1 
each. Lowell Litho, 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell. 
SPECIALIZE IN SENIOR 
CITIZEN MEDICAL IN-
SURANCE NEEDS - Ad-
vantage, Supplement & 
Prescription drug plans with 
Blue Cross, Priority Health 
& Humana.Local Lowell 
agent offering full review 
appointments in your home. 
897-5208.
BUSINESS CARDS - - 
Check our rates!  Call 
Lowell Litho, 897-9261.

PLEASE NOTE  - Coming 
Events are for non-profit orga-
nizations. If you are charging 
admission for an event - it is 
considered an advertisement. 
Coming events are ran on a 
space available basis & ARE 
NOT GUARANTEED TO RUN. 
If you would like to make sure 
your event is placed in the paper, 
please call our office & place it 
as a classified ad. We will not 
run ANY Garage or Rummage 
Sales as a coming event. All 
Coming Events or changes to 
coming events should be sub-
mitted by fax: 897-4809, email: 
classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com, by mail: PO Box 128, Low-
ell, MI 49331 or in person: 105 
N. Broadway, Lowell.

SCAVENGER HUNT - Oct. 29. 
Stop in for clues during open 
hours. Game ends of Oct. 31. 
Clarksville Area Library, 130 
S. Main, Clarksville,  616-693-
1001.

THE LOWELL BOARD OF 
EDUCATION - second Monday 
of the month at 7 p.m. in the 
Administration Building, 300 
High St., Lowell.

KNITTING GROUP - Oct. 2, 
9, 16, 23, 30, 10 a.m. - noon. 
Beginning to advanced knitting 
instructed by Diane Denny. 
New knitters welcome. Saranac 
Public Library, 61 Bridge St., 
Saranac. 616-642-9146. 

WOMEN FOR SOBRIETY - 
meets every Monday, 7-8 p.m. at 
Bowne Center United Methodist 
Church, fellowship hall, 12051 
84th St., corner of Alden Nash. 
Call Sue at 868-6219 or www.
womenforsobriety.org

BOWNE TOWNSHIP HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY- meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 10 
a.m.  in the Historical Museum 
at 84th/Alden Nash.

PIZZA & PAGES FOR TEENS 
- Oct. 16, 3:30 p.m. Teens bring 
book suggestions & descrip-

tions & eat pizza. Clarksville Area 
Library, 130 S. Main, Clarksville,  
616-693-1001.

NEEDLERS - Second & fourth 
Monday evenings, 5:30  to 8:30 
p.m. Schneider Manor Commu-
nity Room.

WEE WEDNESDAYS - Every 
Wednesday, 11-11:20. Rhymes, 
stories, songs & fun for adult & 
baby. Babies birth to 17 mo. Alvah 
N. Belding Library, 302 E. Main, 
Belding. 616-794-1450.

WOMEN OF THE MOOSE - third 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. for business 
meeting.

COMPUTER 101 CLASS - Oct. 
14 at 9 a.m. Basic computer & 
internet surfing. Call to register. 
You may bring a laptop or use our 
patron computers. Saranac Public 
Library, 61 Bridge St., Saranac. 
616-642-9146. 

ALTO AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY - meets the second 
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
the Alto American Legion Post.

CUB SCOUT PACK 3188 - meets 
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, 
621 E. Main.

LEGO DAYS - first Saturday of the 
month, 10 a.m. - noon. Saranac 
Public Library, 61 Bridge St., 
Saranac. 616-642-9146. 

QUA-KE-ZIK SPORTSMANS 
CLUB -  meets second and third 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. at  8731 West 
Riverside Dr. Go to www.qua-
ke-zik.org for information. New 
members welcome.

LOWELL LIONS CLUB -   meets 
third Tuesday at noon at Lowell 
City Hall.

LOWELL AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB - meets the 2nd Saturday 
at Flat River Outreach Ministries, 
11535 E. Fulton, 9 a.m. social 
gathering; 10 a.m. meeting. LARC 
sponsors 145.27 MHz area radio 
repeater system. 

sales services
KENMORE REFRIGERA-
TOR & STOVE SET - 
(2006), cost $900, sell 
$199 for pair. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

ACREAGE FOR SALE 
- Ada, 10 wooded acres. Lo-
cated on private drive. Prime 
building spot. $99,900. Call 
616-481-7702.

for rent

NOW HIRING - and train-
ing for career positions with 
West Michigan’s leading 
real estate company. Call 
Rick Seese, Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. for a confiden-
tial interview. 616-437-2576 
or 616-974-4250.TFN 

ANIMAL CAREGIVER - 
Looking for an ambitious, 
physically fit person to care 
for many small dogs in a 
large, impeccably clean 
facility. 2nd shift, includes 
some weekend hours. Alto 
area, 616-868-7382. E-mail 
resume to: animalcaregiv-
ers @outlook.com
DRIVERS - 100% owner 
op. based. Great home-
time. Sign on bonus! Dedi-
cated lanes. New pay rates. 
Cimarron Express, 800-
866-7713 x123.
COOK PART TIME - must 
have experience. Apply in 
person at Emerald Mead-
ows, 6117 Charlevoix 
Woods Ct. SE, G.R., MI 
49546.

TA X E S ,  PAY R O L L , 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
-  by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
0686.TFN    

NEED  A  DUMP-
STER? - 14 to 20 
yards available. Ga-
rage, attic, house-
hold cleanup, roof-
ing, trash, junk etc. 
Dependable service 
& affordable prices. 
Call for free esti-
mates. Contact Doug 
616-295-6640.TFN   

FLAT RIVER OUTREACH MIN-
ISTRIES THRIFT STORE -  is 
open Wed. & Fri. 10 - 8 p.m.; 
Thurs. 10-6; Sat., 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m. at 11535 Fulton St. E. Thrift 
Shop, 897-8260; Food Pantry, 
897-8260; Emergency Services, 
897-8260.

ALPHA WOMEN’S CENTER 
- 517 E. Main.   Hours: Mon. 11-5 
p.m.; Tues. 6-9 p.m.; Thurs. 10-6 
p.m. 987-9533. Diapers, formula, 
clothing  & free pregnancy testing 
available.

MOVIE MATINEE - Oct. 25, at 1:30 
p.m. Showing “The Croods” in the 
village hall. Free movie & popcorn. 
Everyone welcome. Clarksville 
Area Library, 130 S. Main, Clarks-
ville,  616-693-1001.

AVERILL HISTORICAL MU-
SEUM OF ADA -   7144 Headley, 
is open every Friday & Saturday 1 
- 4 p.m. or by appointment. Closed 
Jan. & Feb. 676-9346.

ALTO LIBRARY HOURS:  Tues. 
& Wed., 12 - 8 p.m.;  Mon. &  Sat., 
9:30-1:30  p.m.; Thurs., 1-5 p.m.  
Info., call 784-2007.

ENGLEHARDT L IBRARY 
HOURS - Mon.-Wed., noon - 8 
p.m.; Thurs. & Fri., 9:30 a.m. - 5 
p.m.;  Sat., 9:30 a.m.  -  1:30 p.m. 
784-2007.

LOWELL ARTS!  GALLERY 
HOURS -  Mon. - Fri., 10 - 6 p.m.; 
Sat., 1-4 p.m.; 149  S. Hudson. 
Visit www.lowellartsmi.org or  call 
897-8545.

POETRY READING - Oct. 26 at 10 
a.m. with local author, Joyce Be-
nyenuto, “A Grand River Poems.” 
Saranac Public Library, 61 Bridge 
St., Saranac. 616-642-9146. 

STORYTIME - Oct.  8, 15, 22, 29, 
10 a.m. Stories, songs & crafts. 
Saranac Public Library, 61 Bridge 
St., Saranac. 616-642-9146. 

SUPPER TOGETHER - Tues-
days, 5:30-6 p.m. Join in a meal 
together before group begins. 
Gilda’s Club - Lowell Clubhouse, 
314 S. Hudson, Lowell.

TOTS FALL PRESCHOOL 
ALMOST NEW SALE - Oct. 
5, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., Cherry 
Creek Elementary, 12675 
Foreman. FREE to shop! 
FREE to sell! Call Lori at 
TOTS to reserve a space! 
987-2532.
BIG O YARD SALE - Fri. 
& Sat., Oct. 4 & 5, 9 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. 3190 Natures 
Place Dr., Lowell. Kid toys, 
games, variety of house-
hold items, tools & much 
more!
SECOND BEST SALE 
- Oct. 5, 9 to 2. Good 
Shepherd Church, 10305 
Bluewater Hwy. (M-21).

misc.
S N O W  U N I T -
ED METHODIST 
CHURCH - at 3189 
Snow Ave. SE will 
serve a family style 
Roast Pork dinner on 
Wed., Oct. 9 at 5:30 
p.m. Adults are $10; 
children 6-12 are $4, 
children 5 & under are 
free. Takeout dinners 
also available.

IN MEMORY OF 
MARY ELLEN GRINDLE

March 17, 1943 - 
October 1, 2012

We didn’t think we could 
miss you more than we did 
yesterday but then we woke 
up today. 
Sheryl, Dewayne & Sara; 

Andy, Jean, Emily & 
Hailey; & Terry & Linda

in 
memoriam

GRIEF - ADULT GROUP - Tues-
days, 6-7:15 p.m. A committed 
group for adults who have ex-
perienced the death of a family 
member or friend.Gilda’s Club 
- Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S. 
Hudson, Lowell.

FREE ALL VETS COFFEE 
HOUR - Third Thurs. of each 
month. Bring a friend. Lowell 
Veteran’s Center, 3100 Alden 
Nash, Lowell. Call 868-7426 or 
897-8303 for more information.

BOOKWORM BOOK DISCUS-
SION - Oct. 21, 6 p.m. Discussing 
“Water for Elephants.” Saranac 
Public Library, 61 Bridge St., 
Saranac. 616-642-9146. 

NOOGIELAND - Tuesdays, 
6-7:15 p.m. Supervised play 
for children kindergarten or 
younger on a cancer or grief 
journey. Gilda’s Club - Lowell 
Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson, 
Lowell, 897-8600. 

LOWELL AREA PRAYER & 
HEALING ROOMS - located 
in the FROM building, 11535 
Fulton Street, most Monday 
evenings, 6-8 p.m. Christian 
Scripture based. No cost or 
fees, no appointment necessary, 
confidentiality respected.

ADULT PROGRAM - Oct. 17, 
6 p.m. Presenting “Journey to 
Wellness,” by Jane White, Well-
ness Coach. Saranac Public 
Library, 61 Bridge St., Saranac. 
616-642-9146. 

COFFEE WITH THE COUNCIL 
- Come meet & have a cup of 
coffee with your city council-
members. First Saturday of 
each month at the Lowell Area 
Chamber of Commerce office,  
8 a.m. - 10 a.m.

CIVIL AIR PATROL - Meets the 
second & fourth Tues. of the 
month, 6 p.m., Benz Aviation 
Building at Ionia Airport, teen/
adult programs available, Call 
Shawna, 616-430-1348 or visit 
online http://mi222.miwg-cap.
org

for rent
LARGE 1 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT FOR RENT - 
$775 + utilities. 214 E. Main, 
Lowell. 616-291-1760.



page  14 wednesday •  october • 2 •  2013

don’t know that the rest of 
us would have been able to 
react the same way.

And one kid showed 
up. One, out of the 300 teens 
who were there.

Instead of dragging 
your kids back to apologize 
and clean up the mess, 
you lashed out at Brian 
Holloway, threatened to 
firebomb his house, and are 
now planning to sue him. 
For what? For identifying 
your kids online. Well guess 

Sen. Carl Levin

Ending tax-haven 
loopholes is smart way 
to bring down deficite

Back in March 
when Congress failed to 
reach a deficit reduction 
agreement, we triggered 
budget sequestration – 
the unprioritized, across-
the-board cuts that have 
hurt families, national 
security, life-saving 
research, students and 
seniors, and, according to 
the Congressional Budget 
Office, cut as much as a 
full percentage point from 
economic growth.

Our economy can’t 
afford that kind of damage. 
And yet, sequestration 
continues, and it will 
continue unless we act.

A balanced, bipartisan 
deficit reduction package is 
the only alternative. Balance 
requires three elements: 
First, cuts in discretionary 
spending – not mindless, 
meat ax sequestration, but 
targeted, prioritized cuts. 

Second, we need to reform 
entitlement programs. And 
third, we must add federal 
revenue.

Which brings me to 
my least-favorite four letter 
words: “loop” and “hole.”

The United States 
hemorrhages hundreds 
of billions of dollars in 
tax revenue each year 
to a relatively small 
group of multinational 
companies. These large, 
profitable companies are 
headquartered here, they 
do business here, and they 
benefit from the safety 
and stability of living and 
working in the United 
States. Yet they use an array 
of complex arrangements 
involving offshore tax 
loopholes to avoid paying 
their taxes. The Senate 
Permanent Subcommittee 
on Investigations, which I 
chair, has spent more than 

a decade examining these 
loopholes and the damage 
they do.

Michigan’s working 
families and small business 
owners don’t have an army 
of lawyers and lobbyists to 
concoct ever-more-creative 
tax gimmicks. So they’re 
left to pick up the burden 
left when our biggest, most 
profitable companies use 
tactics like these:

• Microsoft’s U.S 
parent company sold 
intellectual property rights 
to a foreign subsidiary, then 
licensed them back, shifting 
profits from products that 
were developed, made and 
sold in the United States to 
an offshore tax haven and 
paying almost no U.S. taxes 
on those profits.

• Hewlett Packard, 
which socked billions of 
dollars in revenue away 
in offshore subsidiaries, 
managed to bring huge sums 
back to the United States, 
which should have triggered 
a big tax bill, using a series 
of short-term loans from 
two offshore subsidiaries to 

get around rules that require 
tax payments when money 
comes back to the United 
States.

• Apple managed 
what we consider the 
Holy Grail of offshore 
tax avoidance, setting up 
subsidiaries, which hold 
a large part of the $100 
billion in cash Apple holds 
offshore, that are literally 
invisible for tax purposes. 
These subsidiaries are 
incorporated in Ireland 
but controlled from the 
United States. Because 
U.S. tax law bases tax 
residency on the place of 
incorporation, and Irish 
tax law bases tax residency 
on where a corporation is 
controlled, Apple says these 
subsidiaries are tax resident 
nowhere and therefore paid 
almost no corporate income 
tax to any country. For tax 
purposes, they’re ghost 
companies.

We should close these 
loopholes on principle, 
regardless of deficits or 
sequestration. They’re 
simply unfair. But surely 

now, with sequestration 
doing so much harm, we 
should close these loopholes 
and use the revenue we 
recover as part of the 
foundation of a balanced 
deficit reduction plan.

That’s why on Sept. 
19 I introduced the Stop 
Tax Haven Abuse Act, a 
comprehensive effort to 
end these loopholes and 
gimmicks and bring more 
fairness to the tax code. 
This bill, cosponsored by 
Sens. Sheldon Whitehouse 
of Rhode Island, Mark 
Begich of Alaska and 
Jeanne Shaheen of New 
Hampshire, would tackle an 
array of offshore corporate 
tax abuses.

It would end tax 
breaks that encourage 
businesses to move jobs 
and operations offshore. It 
would end the legal fiction 
that allows corporations to 
avoid U.S. tax on income 
they route through offshore 
subsidiaries that are nothing 
more than a post office box, 
or that allow multinationals 
to avoid taxes by literally 

“checking a box” on their 
tax forms to shield offshore 
subsidiaries from taxes.

The provisions of our 
bill would, according to 
official estimates, reduce the 
deficit by about $220 billion. 
If we used that revenue as 
one part of a balanced deficit 
reduction plan, we could 
avoid six years or more 
of sequestration. And the 
public supports that plan: 
Last year, a poll showed that 
75 percent of Americans 
support closing offshore 
tax loopholes to reduce the 
deficit.

We have plenty of 
legitimate disagreements 
here in Washington. But 
all of us should be able to 
agree that these offshore 
tax loopholes are unfair. 
All of us should see the 
opportunity before us: to 
end these gimmicks, relieve 
our economy of the burden 
of sequestration, and relieve 
our families and small 
businesses from the tax 
burden a handful of large, 
profitable companies have 
dumped on them.

To The Editor, continued
what? Your little Johnny did 
that himself the minute he 
tweeted that iPhone photo 
standing on the dining room 
table, holding a red solo cup 
filled with beer.

Look, I don’t blame 
you for what your kids did. 
Heck, I don’t even really 
blame them. Teens will be 
teens, and they do stupid 
things sometimes. We’ve 
all been there. It’s not fair 
to judge parents on the 

mistakes their kids make. 
It is how you handle that 
behavior afterwards that 
reflects on you as a parent.

Instead of sitting little 
Johnny down and reminding 
him that what he did is 
not acceptable and then 
dragging him by the collar to 
apologize to Mr. Holloway, 
you chose instead to harass 
and threaten the victim. 
Let’s not forget here, your 
child victimized this man 

by destroying his home. 
How dare you respond 
with anything other than 
regret, embarrassment, and 
a sincere apology instead 
of righteous indignation, 
threats of violence and 
lawsuits.

Parents like you are 
responsible for an entire 
generation that expects 
the world handed to them, 
because you have given it 
to them all along. Instead of 

teaching your kids to work 
hard and earn things, you 
give a trophy to every kid in 
youth sports and then hand 
them an iPhone in middle 
school. You are the parents 
screaming through the fence 
at the Little League umpire 
instead of teaching good 
sportsmanship. You are the 
ones criticizing the teacher 
instead of realizing they 
just want to help your child 
learn.

Can you please just 
step back and look at what 
you are doing to your kids? 
This is the generation that 
will grow up to lead our 
country and make decisions 
regarding our lives. I hope 
none of them are YOUR 
children.

Printed with permission. 
Kelly Lynch, morning 

co-host at 810 & 103.1 
WGY in Albany, NY.

Faith Stepek took her first buck on the last evening of the youth/mentor 
hunt. She was hunting in the Lowell area on private land, with her father Tim, 
using her youth muzzleloader. Her eight-point deer weighed in at 165 lbs. She 
shot the deer at a distance of 70 yards.  

Sela Bauman of Lowell, is pictured with the first deer she shot during 
her first time hunting. The six-point buck was shot Saturday evening while 
hunting with her dad on her grandfather’s farm in Laingsburg, just north of 
Lansing. 

First-time hunters bag their bucks during youth hunt
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SEPTEMBER 25 - OCTOBER 1

Online Poll 

RESULTS

   We CAN HELP!
Sending or Receiving

Only $1 for the first sheet
(each additional 50¢)

If more citizens had guns 
what do you feel would 

be the outcome?

More violence .....................38%
Less violence ......................31%
No change .........................31 %

FOR THIS 
WEEK'S POLL

visit 
WWW.

thelowellledger
.com

This week's 
Online

Poll 
SUDOKU

NEED 
TO SEND A ?
   We CAN HELP!

Sending or Receiving
Only $1 for the first sheet

(each additional 50¢)

105 N. Broadway 
Lowell

616.897.9261

THEME: 
SCIENCE 101

ACROSS

1. Venice bank
6. A late time of life
9. *Electronic brain
13. Mountaineer's tool
14. Hula dancer's 
necklace
15. Shade of violet
16. Wimpy Kid's journal
17. No ___
18. *Often donated
19. Boring
21. *Diamond, e.g.
23. Telephone
24. ____ office
25. The ___, NYC 
museum
28. Biblical captain
30. Continually annoy
35. Gulf V.I.P.
37. *Sun, e.g.
39. Millionaire maker
40. Apple variety
41. Boot brand
43. Boyfriend
44. Middle
46. Lion's do
47. Leo or Virgo, e.g.
48. First letter of 
Hebrew alphabet, pl.
50. *Chemistry Nobelist 
____ Hahn
52. Homer Simpson's 
neighbor
53. Apiece
55. Federal 
procurement org.
57. *Stone that floats
60. *Reddish-brown
63. Hardship
64. Pirate's "yes"
66. R in R.E.M.
68. Hollers
69. Seasonal blues
70. *Threat to food
71. *Like desert
72. One of Bo Peep's 
flock
73. Affirmatives

DOWN
1. Auction action
2. *Opposite of base
3. Approximate
4. One of 4 Cs
5. *All around us
6. Full of elms
7. Grazing spot
8. Bee Gees' most 
successful genre

9. *Low-____ diet
10. "Les MisÈrables" 
author
11. Popular Russian 
name
12. Used for signing
15. "Mere ______"
20. Paint choice
22. Often used to make 
baseball bats
24. Khufu or Khafra, 
e.g.
25. *Molten rock
26. Often received with 
a sound
27. Spanish accent
29. *Elementary particle
31. Schneider and 
Lowe, e.g.
32. Dined at home
33. *Microscope's 
platform

34. *It travels about 768 
mph
36. Coarse file
38. Monthly due
42. Fire
45. Belonging to him 
and her
49. *Anatomical pouch
51. Fish hawk
54. Halt
56. With rapid 
movements
57. Embarkation 
location
58. Tangelo
59. *Type of fungus
60. Formally surrender
61. Heroic poem
62. Agitate
63. Shag rug
65. Swerve
67. Insult

•	 As	 of	 midnight	 October	 1,	 2013	 the	 U.S.	
government	 has	 been	 shut	 down,	 the	 first	
government	shutdown	since	1996.	

•	 Last	Sunday	night	marked	the	end	of	what	 is	
being	called	the	greatest	television	drama	ever	
-	Breaking Bad.

•	 Karen	Gilbert,	32,	of		Pontypool,	U.K.	has	given	
birth	 to	 rare	 identical	 triplets.	The	 baby	 girls,	
after	spending	six	weeks	in	intensive	care,	are	
all	home	and	doing	fine. 
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Join us as we kick off breast cancer awareness month 
with the grand opening of the Pink Rack Project Store.

Check out our unique line of apparel and help make a difference in the 
lives of those facing breast cancer. Pink Rack Project donates 

directly to assist families financially that are battling the disease.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5 • 10 am - 2pm

GRAND OPENING

Also, check out many great products from 
the following Pink Rack Project supporters:

$5 off
any $25 purchase

Stop by 
and meet 

KARI LYNCH 
of the Kari Lynch Band!

NOON  - 1:00
Get your gear signed 

and grab a 
Kari Lynch Band 

CD!

Expires 10/31/13

• Sassy Does • Killer Food Plots 
• Camo Rack Project • Pretty Hunter 

• Doe Gear • Northern Pines Taxidermy 
• Expression Rings of Hope.

505 W. Main St. • Suite E
Lowell, MI

616.799.4437
www.pinkrackproject.com

Making a Difference 
One Rack at a Time!

(Ledger) How do you prepare your students for the 
transition to high school?

(VanderMeulen)	It	 is	 definitely	 a	 team	 effort.	 We	 work	
very	 closely	with	 the	 elementary	 schools	
when	it	comes	time	in	the	spring	to	begin	
that	 transition.	All	 of	 the	 5th	 grade	 kids	
visit	 the	middle	 school	 for	 an	 orientation	
organized	 by	 our	 counselors.	We	 have	 a	
lot	 of	 communication	with	 their	 previous	
teachers	 regarding	 social	 and	 academic	
standing	as	well	as	placement	to	try	to	get	
them	off	to	a	good	start.	We	have	a	parent	
night	 as	 well	 to	 talk	 to	 them	 about	 how	
LMS	works.

(Ledger)	 What	 changes	 from	 government	 would	
most	benefit	your	school?

(VanderMeulen)	I	 think	 our	 government	 officials	 have	
good intentions and want our schools to 
be	strong	and	for	students	to	have	a	good	
education.	With	that	being	said,	they	are	not	
practitioners	 in	 the	 schools	 so	 sometimes	
we are left with decisions and policies that 
are	not	always	congruent	with	what	is	best	
for	 kids	 or	 our	 schools.	 It	would	 be	 nice	
if there was a recognition of what schools 
and	 districts	 really	 are	 working	 and	 are	
successful and which ones are not and 
need	 help.	 It	 seems	we	 are	 often	 lumped	
together.	We	always	have	room	to	improve	
here	in	Lowell	but	for	the	most	part	we	a	
lot	 of	 very	 successful	 kids	 and	 satisfied	
parents	and	community.

(Ledger)	 What	makes	LMS	unique?

(VanderMeulen)	I	 like	 to	 think	 of	 LMS	 as	 a	 learning	
laboratory.	I	really	encourage	our	teachers	
to	experiment	and	to	work	for	continuous	
improvement.	It	is	very	important	here	that	
we	 work	 as	 collaborative	 teams	 and	 that	
we set learning target goals and that we 
as	 teams	 plan	 interventions	 for	 kids	 that	
may	 struggle	 to	 learn	 and	 also	 for	 those	
who	may	be	 advanced	 and	 already	 know	
the	 material.	 In	 high	 school	 things	 are	
more	high	stakes	but	in	middle	school	we	
still	have	the	luxury	of	being	a	little	more	
flexible	and	really	putting	kids	in	situations	
where	they	can	be	the	most	successful.

(Ledger)	 What	is	the	STARS	program?
(VanderMeulen)	It	 is	 a	mentor	 ship	 program	 between	 6th	

and	 8th	 grade	 girls.	 We	 pair	 up	 older	
girls	 who	 are	 positive	 influences	 with	
the	 younger	 girls.	 They	 have	 meetings	
throughout the year that focus on things 
like	academic	success	and	questions	about	
the	middle	school	but	then	also	talk	about	
things	that	are	important	to	girls	of	that	age	
like	a	body	image,	self-esteem	and	healthy	
living	so	it	is	a	very	cool	program.

(Ledger)	 What	 role	 does	 technology	 play	 in	 your	
building?

(VanderMeulen)	Technology	plays	a	large	role.	In	this	day	
and	 age	 we	 are	 working	 with	 students	
who are already digital natives and that 
is	 the	 world	 that	 they	 know.	 Technology	
is	 really	 an	 engagement	 tool.	 It	 does	 not	
replace	 a	 teacher	 or	 good	 instruction	 but	
it	is	a	way	to	engage	them	in	the	lessons.	

We	 have	 added	 well	 over	 one	 hundred	
Chrome	Books	and	IPads	and	we	still	have	
dedicated	computer	labs	so	when	you	walk	
around	our	building	on	a	day-to-day	basis	
you see technology really happening as 
part	of	our	curriculum.

(Ledger)	 What	 classes	 do	 you	 offer	 outside	 of	
general education?

(VanderMeulen)	We	have	exploratory	classes	here	at	LMS	
such	as	drama,	art,	choir,	band	and	physical	
education.	We	also	offer	both	Spanish	and	
French.	

(Ledger)	 How	 does	 the	 LMS	 Homework	 Page	
benefit	your	school?

(VanderMeulen)	About	 a	 year	 ago	we	 decided	 that	 every	
teacher would have the expectation to have 
current	information	available	on	the	LMS	
Homework	 Page	 for	 parents	 as	 a	 better	
way	 of	 communicating.	 It	 is	 going	 well	
and	I	have	heard	a	lot	of	positive	feedback	
from	parents.	

(Ledger)	 What	goals	have	you	set	for	the	2013-2014	
school year?

(VanderMeulen)	We	have	a	 school	 improvement	plan	and	
part	of	that	are	specific	reading,	science	and	
math	goals	for	students	to	show	proficiency	
as	 measured	 by	 state	 assessments.	
Beyond	that	though	it	is	my	goal	that	the	
middle	 school	 continues	 to	 develop	 as	
a	 professional	 learning	 community	 and	
that	we	foster	this	experimental	culture	of	
21st	 century	 skills,	 or	 college	 and	 career	
readiness.

  

Ask the principal, continued

Do you know of someone who has an interesting story 
"Behind The Scenes"?

Send your suggestion to:
ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com Subject line: Scenes

FLU VACCINES 

AT

FACILITATED BY WALGREENS

OCTOBER 11
11537 E. Fulton • Lowell

11am TO 1pm 
F R E E 

R e f r e s h m e n t s

(616) 897-8413

*On site insurance billing*
*Limited shot vouchers for uninsured*
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