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by Justin Tiemeyer
contributing reporter

On Tuesday, August 
20, local advocacy group 
VOICE of Lowell (Voters 
Organized in Civic 
Excellence) organized a 
public forum at Englehardt 
Library whereby concerns 
regarding the ongoing utility 
contract negotiations could 
be shared and questions 

by Kathryn Atwood 
contributing reporter

As the sun set on the 
final Sizzlin’ Summer 
Concert of the 2013 
season last Thursday, the 
Lowell Area Historical 
Museum introduced the 
first installment of their 
Interpretive Board Project 
along the Riverwalk Plaza. 

Classic rock quartet 13th 
Hour rounded out this year’s 
concert series with an upbeat 
mix of 60s and 70s cover 

Final concert sizzles and museum intros new exhibit
songs. The seasoned West 
Michigan band led the crowd 
with high energy and strong 
vocal performances. 

This summer’s series 
featured a diverse lineup of 
musicians that included local 
favorites like the Kari Lynch 
Band and the citizen soldiers 
of the 126 Army Band and 
packed the Riverwalk for 10 
shows. The series, provided 
free to the public by the 

Lowell Area 
Arts Council and 
the Lowell Area 
Chamber of 
Commerce, will 
kick up again 
next June. 

Along with 
the musical 
en ter ta inment 
the crowd was 
also greeted by 
the unveiling of 
a unique project 
brought to the 
c o m m u n i t y 
by the Lowell 
Area Historical 
Museum. 

The Inter-
pretive Board 
Project will 

eventually consist of 17 
boards placed throughout 
the Riverwalk and the 
Historic Downtown District. 
Each board will describe an 
important topic or period in 
Lowell history. 

Museum executive 
director Pat Allchin called 
the project “exciting” 
commenting that, “Whether 
you are a newcomer or an 
old-timer you may not know 
everything about Lowell.” 

Each board, constructed 
of an all-weather material, 
will consist of photos, 
graphics and text that 
explain the history of each 
site subject. The first five 
boards are located outside 
the chamber of commerce 
office and beside the river 
and discuss subjects, such 
as early settlers and the local 
lumbering industry. 

“This is a great way for 
us to get history outside of 

the museum walls!” said 
Allchin. “And this is so 
important because Lowell 
has such a rich history to 
share.” 

The project, which will 
be completed over the 
next four years, also aims 
to bring more foot traffic 
to downtown. It is being 
funded by King Milling 
Company and The Lowell 
Area Community Fund.

The newly installed interpretive boards in front of  the Showboat.

Classic rock quartet 13th Hour.

Public forum gives 
citizens a peek at utility 
contract negotiations by Tim McAllister

contributing reporter

Several unlocked vehicles were broken 
into Wednesday night in the North Washington 
neighborhood of Lowell and over $1,200 worth of 
personal property was stolen. Police said thieves were 
looking for unlocked cars and suggest that Lowell 
residents should always lock their vehicles.

Two possible suspects, both males, ages 16 and 
17, were apprehended near one of the crime scenes, 
but police do not think the young men were involved 
in the break-ins. The two youths were seen walking 
away from one of the vehicles around the time of the 
incident and were picked up near the cemetery. Police 
were alerted to their presence by a phone call from 
one of the victims.

“They were from Lowell, but not from that 
neighborhood,” Lowell police sgt. Steve Bukala said. 
“They were interviewed and released.”

The teens did not have any stolen property on 
them, nor do police think they had time to hide any 
items.

Among the property stolen from vehicles was a 
laptop estimated to be worth around $1,000 and a GPS 
unit estimated to be worth $200 - $250.

“They’re usually looking for small, inexpensive 
items,” Bukala said. “Cash, cigarettes.”

LPD warns drivers 
to avoid break-ins, 
lock your car doors

Break-ins, continued, page 3

regarding the process could 
be answered. 

Current VOICE leader 
Barbara Barber served as 
the moderator for the forum.

“I have a duty to ask the 
questions,” Barber said.

The forum was called 
in order to address a series 
of letters published in 

the Lowell Ledger, most 
importantly a complaint 
about city manager 
Mark Howe written by 
Ionia County resident 
Barbara Trierweiler and a 
statement by mayor Jim 
Hodges claiming that the 
“negotiations cannot be 
done in public.”

Union steward and 
VOICE advocate Ralph 
Brecken spoke first in 
response to the letter written 
by mayor Hodges. 

Brecken explained that 
contract negotiations have 
gone through “good faith” 
bartering and mediation and 
are currently in the fact-
finding stage. The purpose 
of fact-finding is to break 
any negotiating logjams 
by revealing the facts of 

Barbara Trierweiler speaking to those in 
attendance.

Public forum, 
continued, page 16
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FROM VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION
Volunteer orientation at Flat River Outreach Ministries 

(FROM) will be Wed., Sept. 4 at 6 pm. Please call 897-
8260 for additional information.

FROM STORY TIME
Story time in the Food Pantry at FROM will be the first 

Wednesday of every month, starting Sept. 4, from 6-7 pm.

GILDA’S CLUBHOUSE EVENTS
“Look Good, Feel Better,” this program, presented by 

the American Cancer Society, will help women in treatment 
for cancer with appearance related side-effects. Please sign 
up as class size is limited. Tues., Sept. 10, 1-3 pm. Herbs 
101, join Gwen Hughes as she teaches you how to grow, 
dry and cook with herbs. Supplies will be provided. Tues., 
Sept. 10, 4-5 pm; Woodcarving, learn how to make easy and 
beautiful wood carvings with Doug Shassberger. Beginners 
are welcome and supplies are provided. Tues., Sept. 17, 
3-4 pm; Book Club, join Kathy Mieras for a relaxing and 
cozy book club. This month’s read is “Secret Daughter” 
by Shilpi Somaya Gowda. For more information call 897-
8600 or visit www.gildasclubgr.org/pinkarrow

BLUEGRASS MUSIC FESTIVAL
Outdoor Bluegrass music concerts Sept. 20-21 at 

Lowell fairgrounds. Campground jamming, instrument 
workshops, slow jams, vendors, bake sale, kids activities. 
Camping available. For details call 891-8825 or see www.
wmbma.org.

Mark Howe, Lowell’s 
city manager, recently 
received the credentialed 
manager designation from 
ICMA (International City/
County Management 
Association). Howe is one 
of more than 1,200 local 
government management 
professionals currently 
credentialed through 
the ICMA voluntary 
credentialing program.

ICMA’s mission is to 
create excellence in local 
governance by promoting 
professional management 
worldwide and increasing 
the proficiency of appointed 
chief administrative officers, 
assistant administrators 
and other employees who 
serve local governments and 
regional entities around the 
world. 

To receive the 
prestigious ICMA 
credential, a member must 
have significant experience 
as a senior management 
executive in local 
government; have earned a 
degree, preferably in public 
administration or a related 
field; and demonstrated 
a commitment to high 
standards of integrity and 
to lifelong learning and 
professional development.

“We are fortunate to 
have Mark Howe serve 

business
 matters

as our city manager,” 
said Lowell mayor James 
Hodges. “He shares our 
passion for the community 
through his volunteer 
work for the chamber of 
commerce, Flat River 
Outreach Ministries, Lowell 
Rotary, and other local 
organizations. Through 
the voluntary credential 
program he has also shown 
a commitment to improving 
his knowledge and skill as 
our city manager.”

Howe is qualified by 
15 years of professional 
local government executive 
experience and more than 
25 years in public service. 
Prior to his appointment in 
2011 as city manager of the 
city of Lowell he served as 
county administrator for 
Ionia County. He has also 
served as staff to members 
of the Michigan Legislature 
and a member of congress, 
including former Senator 
Dick Posthumus and 
Congressman Vern Ehlers, 
who both represented the 
city of Lowell.

Howe also makes 
significant contributions 
to a number of other 
organizations, including 
being an active member of 
the Lowell Rotary Club and 
treasurer of the Mid-West 
Michigan Trail Authority.
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to everyone who had any part in 
the Ivan K. Blough Scholarship Golf  
Outing put on by the Lowell Chamber 
of  Commerce this year. To all those 
who played, who helped before, during 
& after the scramble, who 
gave merchandise for the 
silent auction, who 
donated money or 
contributed in any way, 
thank you!

The Ivan K. Blough family

International Marian Festival
September 8 2013 • Noon-5:30pm

•ADULTS $8 • CHILDREN (5-12) $5 
• UNDER 5 FREE
• FAMILY MAX $35

(TAKE OUT AVAILABLE)

International 
menu 

with Italian, 
Mexican, 

German Foods
Kids Table 

and Dessert

St. Mary Parish - 402 Amity Street • Lowell

Offering the sounds of:
The Thornapple Jazz Orchestra 

and Pacific Lite Beer Tent
with Football 

• Bounce House • Kids Games
•Silent Auction 

• Raffle

Honey Creek Farm
3100 Honey Creek Ave., Ada

(2 miles north of Knapp on Honey Creek)

Vegetables, 
Red Haven 
Peaches, 

Raspberries, 
Jams, 

Michigan 
Honey 

and Syrup

TUESDAY
thru FRIDAY 

9 to 6SATURDAY 9 to 3

A backpack and some 
childrens’ jackets were 
found in the road near one 
of the burglarized vehicles. 
Those items were returned to 
their owners on Wednesday.

“If you can limit 
opportunity, you won’t have 
items missing. It’s as easy as 
locking it up,” Bukala said. 
“People will argue they 
don’t want their windows 
broken, but smashing 

windows creates a big scene. 
Locking your car gives them 
less of an opportunity.”

The police don’t 
believe these break-ins have 
anything to do with the 
“Felony Lane Gang” crimes 
on August 12 in Rockford 
and Ada, when several cars 
were broken into and purses 
and wallets stolen.

“Please, meet us 

Break-ins, continued

by Tim McAllister
contributing reporter

Historic Fallasburg 
Covered Bridge was closed 
Wednesday morning after a 
31-ton cement truck caused 
damage to its interior 
structure.

The cement truck, 
owned by High Grade 
Materials, was on its way to 
a nearby job site.

Cement truck exceeds Fallasburg Bridge weight limit tenfold
“The driver was 

looking at the navigation 
app. on his phone, which 
showed the job site was just 
over the bridge, so that's the 
way he went,” said Wayne 
Harrell, Kent County Road 
Commission director of 
engineering.

An inspection Thursday 
showed the bridge only 

suffered superficial damage 
to its interior cross-bracing 
and it was re-opened to 
traffic that morning.

“There was nothing in 
our evaluation that required 
us to keep the vehicle closed 
to passenger traffic,” Harrell 
said.

It is still undetermined 

who will be responsible for 
paying to repair the bridge.

“The normal process 
is, it would go through their 
insurance if their vehicle 
damaged anything,” Harrell 
said.

However, any repairs to 
the bridge will be made by 
the county.

“We have our own crew 
and we would make the 
repairs with them,” Harrell 
said.

In a statement High 
Grade Materials released to 
local media, the company 
apologized for the accident. 
The statement also said, 
“the driver responsible has 
been suspended indefinitely 
pending an internal 
investigation,” but did not 
provide the identity of the 
driver.

“The name of our driver 
will not be released,” said 
Jared Watson, High Grade 
Materials' safety director, 
in an email to the Ledger. 
“There are no beneficial or 
constructive outcomes from 
releasing that information.”

The bridge has been 
damaged in the past, 
although the culprits are 
unknown.

“Some years back we 
had to do repairs on the west 
side of the bridge, because a 
large vehicle got on there,” 
Harrell said. “There are 
scrapes on the west end of 
the bridge wider than the 
ones caused by the concrete 
truck. It looks like a vehicle 
started to enter, figured out 
they were going to hit it and 

backed out. We had the floor 
beams repaired and those 
repairs are holding up fine.”

Fallasburg Covered 
Bridge was built across the 
Flat River in 1871. It has 
been listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places 
since 1972. The bridge had 
various repairs and upgrades 
in 1905, 1945 and 1994.

The Kent County Road 
Commission intends to 
repair the damage before the 
end of the year.

“We'll probably do 
those repairs this fall, 
when we were planning 
to apply a flame retardant 
to the bridge,” Harrell 
said. “A security camera 
is also something we're 
considering.”

Weight limit signs are 
posted at the entrance to the 
bridge, but the driver either 
didn't see them or ignored 
them.

“There are some things 
that happen and you just 
kind of shake your head,” 
Harrell said.

“This was the first and 
last time any of our trucks 
will cross the Fallasburg 
bridge,” Watson said. “It 
was a one-time mistake that 
will not happen again.”

Week of 
Sept. 2, 2013

LUNCH MENU

 Labor Day

Cheeseburger on 
WG bun, tator tots, fruit & 
veggie bar: spinach & 
romaine side salad, baby 
carrots, mandarin oranges, 
apple, milk.

 WG French toast 
sticks served w/sausage, 
warm cinnamon apples, 
fruit & veggie bar: spinach 
& romaine side salad, baby 
carrots, pears, orange 
juice, milk.

Chicken taco on 
WG soft tortilla shell (WG 
breaded chicken nuggets 
served at Bushnell), refried 
beans, fruit & veggie bar: 
spinach & romaine side 
salad, red pepper strips, 
peaches, apple, milk.

 Pink Arrow Day. 
Homemade cheese pizza 
on WG crust, seasoned 
corn, fruit & veggie bar: 
spinach & romaine side 
salad, baby carrots, pink 
applesauce, orange slices, 
milk.

halfway and lock your 
vehicles,” Bukala said.

Police have no suspects 
at this time.

FEDEX 
PICKUP NOW 

AVAILABLE 
AT THE BUYERS 
GUIDE/LEDGER 

OFFICES
(for PREPAID 
boxes only) 

FEDEX PICKUP NOW AVAILABLE AT THE

uideG
uyersB &

OFFICES
105 N. BROADWAY • LOWELL

We will be able to 
process boxes to 
be delivered via 

Federal Express soon. 

897-9555
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business   
  directory Christopher C. Godbold

financial
focus $

TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 897-9261

BILL WHEELER

MICHIGAN

103 Riverside Dr. 
Lowell, Michigan 

49331
616-897-7711

1

209 E. Main St.
Lowell, MI  49331

RICH CURTIS
(616) 897-5686

In-Home Appliance Repair

350 North Center Street
Lowell, Michigan

616-897-8473 or 
616.292.1031

www.laurelsofkent.com

• Rehab Services • Respite Stays 
• Long Term Care • Pallitive  Care

Able to admit 24/7

Advertise In
the 

lowell ledger

REALTOR®
1160 West Main St. • Lowell, MI 49331

tpearson@greenridge.com
616.897.9239

(cell)

2951 Thornhills Avenue SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
Phone: (616) 776-0000
Fax (616) 776-3805

Family Dentistry of Lowell

WWW.FAMILYDENTISTRYOFLOWELL.COMJENNIFER BYRD, D.D.S.  |  ANN WILSON, D.D.S. 

At Family Dentistry of Lowell, we want 
you to experience modern dentistry with 
a personal touch.

We provide leading edge dental 
technology like one day crowns and 
digital x-rays. 

Experience modern dentistry with a 
personal touch from Family Dentistry  
of Lowell.

ModerN DENTISTRY
WiTh A pERSONAL TOuCh

616-897-4835 

147 NORTh CENTER STREET, LOWELL 

Next week, we observe 
Labor Day. A federal holiday 
since 1894, Labor Day 
celebrates the achievements 
of American workers — 
people, like yourself, who 
work hard for their money. 
But to make progress toward 
your long-term financial 
goals, you need to do more 
than just earn money — you 
have to invest it wisely.  And 
that takes work, too. 

Fortunately, there’s no 
real mystery to the types of 
labor in which you’ll need 
to engage to become a good 
investor. Here are a few 
suggestions:

• Work to make 
investing a priority. Many 
people delay investing until 
they “have a better handle” 
on their finances. But these 
good intentions frequently 
go unfulfilled because there 
will always be something 
else on which to spend one’s 
money. To work toward your 
important goals, such as a 
comfortable retirement or a 
child’s education, you need 
to put away some money 
regularly. If you’re just 
starting out in your career, 
you might not be able to 
afford much, but even a 
small amount can help. And 
when your salary increases, 

Work to become a better investor

so can your investment 
contributions. To make it 
easier on yourself, consider 
arranging for your bank to 
automatically move money 
each month from your 
checking or savings account 
into an investment account. 

• Work to 
understand what’s in your 
portfolio. Some investors 
aren’t certain about what 
investments they own — 
and this uncertainty can lead 
to poor decision-making if it 
becomes necessary to make 
changes. So make sure 
you know what’s in your 
portfolio — and why. 

• Work to keep your 
portfolio current with your 
goals. Even if you know 
why you initially purchased 
certain investments and how 
they fit into your portfolio, 
you can’t put things on 
“autopilot.” Over time, 
your goals may evolve, 
which means you’ll need 
to be vigilant in working 
with your financial advisor 
to adjust your portfolio 
accordingly.

• Work to diversify 
your holdings. No matter 
where you are in your life, 
you will still need to diversify 
your portfolio by owning a 
variety of investments — 

stocks, bonds, government 
securities and other vehicles. 
Consequently, you’ll need 
to review your portfolio 
regularly to ensure that it’s 
still properly diversified. 
Diversification is a strategy 
designed to help reduce 
the effects of volatility on 
your holdings, but keep in 
mind that even a diversified 
portfolio can’t guarantee 
profits or protect against 
loss. 

• Work to maintain 
a long-term perspective. 
No matter what you might 
hear from anyone else, 
there’s no “shortcut” to 
investment success. Many 
people hope they will “hit” 
on that one investment that 
will make them rich quickly 
— but that’s pretty much 
a fantasy. To help achieve 
your goals, you will need 
to invest for many years, 
through good markets and 
bad. And during those 
inevitable downturns, you’ll 
need to focus on your long-
term objectives and follow 
a consistent investment 
strategy, making only those 
adjustments that make sense 
for your situation.

As you can see, you’ll 
need to work on many 
aspects of investing to stay 
on the road toward success. 
But you don’t have to work 
alone: Investing can be 
complex, so you may want 
to get help from a financial 
professional — someone 
who knows both the 
investment world and your 
individual needs, goals and 
risk tolerance.
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By Joanna Barr

viewpoint
to the editor

outdoors
Dave Stegehuisspecial season

The Lowell Ledger welcomes your Letters to 
the Editor. Letters are required to bear the author’s 
signature, phone number and address (for verification 
purposes only, not for publication). Letters will be 
published at the discretion of the publisher . All letters 
are subject to editing for length and grammar. Thank 
you letters, advertising or personal attacks will not be 
printed.  

Letters may be submitted via email to: ledger@
lowellbuyersguide.com (“to the Editor” in subject 
line) or dropped off or mailed to: The Lowell Ledger, 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell, MI 49331. Also, our 
website, www.yournews.com select "submit news" 
icon on the top left, then select "opinion".

We love to 
hear from you!

Dear Editor,
I’m writing in reference 

to the letter written by 
mayor Jim Hodges in the 
Aug. 14 Lowell Ledger.  

The letter said in recent 
weeks there has been a 
number of letters concerning 
the union negotiations with 

the city, as well as personal 
attacks directed at our city 
manager. 

The letter also noted that 
the letters and comments 
recently published have 
been emotional and not 
based on fact. 

But wait just a minute 

Mr. Hodges, that’s just one 
person’s opinion. When the 
city council was confronted 
about the negotiations I 
didn’t see the city council 
offering any facts, just 
excuses. 

In searching for the 
truth all articles should 
be significant. An letter in 
the Aug. 7 Viewpoint by 
Nancy Stroosnyder said it 
all. A portion of the letter 
said, (while I generally 
oppose worker’s unions, the 
overpaid union officials and 

thugs that support them, I 
must say that I support the 
union workers of the Lowell 
Department of Public Works 
based on what they’ve 
openly presented and the 
Lowell city council has not. 
What these workers are 
asking for is nothing more 
than what a conscientious 
employer would do for their 
employee, leaving me to 
wonder what the real issue 
is with councilmembers.) 

I would like to answer 
Nancy’s question of what I 

believe is the council’s real 
issue. 

I believe the real issue 
is that the city council is a 
self-serving city council 
with agendas other than 
what’s been brought before 
the constituents. They are 
acting as the sole decider 

and that’s not what they 
were voted into office to be. 

They were voted into 
office to be the servant and 
have failed miserably at 
doing so.

Sincerely,
Jim Howard

Lowell

140 years ago
Lowell Journal

September 3, 1873
Hughson the tailor, strongly intimated that he would 

speedily prepare the body of his wife for interment but 
Mrs. Hughson objected and Mr. Hughson has been 
sent up for 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes and 49.7 
seconds.

Misfortunes don’t come straggling along simply 
singly sometimes. Last week we had a printer named 
Frank W. Hathaway, who knocked a great quantity 
of type into “pi.” This week we have the “pi” but no 
printer named Hathaway. He went to Grand Rapids 
last Monday morning, taking what few worldly effects 
he had, also a small amount of money belonging to us, 
which he took the liberty to collect just before starting. 
Previous to his departure, he also purchased a new 
hat and recommended us as his paymaster. Arriving 
at Grand Rapids he informed several friends that he 
should take the train that night for Detroit but this 
turned out to be a work of fiction as he was not seen 
after noon of that day in the city. He probably left on 
some train going south or west. He performed many 
difficult and pleasing feats of the above nature, but 
gave no reason for doing so, except that he desired 
to find a more lucrative field of labor. He went to the 
Times office and engaged a sub. to come and help 
us a few days. Very thoughtful. He remarked that it 
would’nt do for him to ever come back to Lowell. Very 
prudent remark. He is a fast youth, weighs about 100 
lbs., is a little over five feet high, occasionally gets on a 
good deal bigger high, is about 22 years of age, active, 
intelligent, has sharp brown eyes, dark hair, two or 
three crooked fingers and a devil in him bigger than an 
“injun.” He is welcome to the money that belongs to us, 
but we would like to converse with him and have him 
meet some of our friends who hold positions of trust. 
Just how much deviltry he has indulged in, has not yet 
come to light, but he has, to the knowledge of many, 
done enough to cover his name with lasting disgrace. 
He deserves severe punishment and will undoubtedly 

act out his cunning until justice puts him where the dew 
can't fall on him and where striped garments are worn. 
Publishers will please make a note of the above for the 
benefit of the fraternity. Any information regarding the 
whereabouts of Frank W. Hathaway will be cheerfully 
received at this office.

That washing machine we spoke of last week is 
still performing miracles in town. It goes from house 
to house and gets the clothes all ready to hang out 
before the girl gets up the clothes line. The ladies call 
it “a love of a thing” and men call it “old business.” 
There is no discount on that machine. It fills the bill and 
cannot fail to find a ready market. We understand that 
Mr. H. A. Rice, ex-pres. of the Lowell National Bank, 
talks strongly of investing in territory and will probably 
secure the states of Michigan and Wisconsin.

125 years ago
Lowell Journal

August 28, 1888
Some devil in human form has gone into the dog 

poisoning business. So far Ed. Craws little terrier and 
J. McPherson's dog, besides a number of others, have 
fallen his prey—both were inoffensive and harmless 
dogs. 

Notice to the public - Whereas my wife Ida 
VanDerBroeck has lately left my bed without instant 
cause or provocation. Now therefore this is to notify 
the public not to trust her on my account for I shall not 
pay any of her bills after this date: either store or board 
bills. Dated Lowell. Mich., Aug. 27th, 1888. Floretus 
VanDerBroeck.

Jimmie Monks, of this village and a young fellow by 
the name of Benson, while riding in a skiff on Morrison 
Lake, were run into and capsized by the steamer, last 
Wednesday. Both were picked up after getting a good 
ducking.    

Edwin Taylor lost one of his horses last week and 
a subscription was taken up around town and enough 
raised to get him another.

Mrs. Samuel Day, of this [Saranac] township has 
been insane for years and arrangements are now 
being made to have her sent to the Kalamazoo asylum.

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

August 28, 1913
Advertisement: All honest people are supposed to 

retire not later than twelve.--midnight. If out after that 
hour one is open to suspicion and liable to arrest. If your 
watch runs slow, have it cleaned, oiled and regulated, 
it may save you a lot of trouble and expense. R. D. 
Stocking, Jeweler. Victrolas, Edison Phonographs and 
the late Records.

A traveling "steeple-jack" attracted interested 
attention Saturday by climbing the city hall flag-staff 
and painting the same. He got $15 for the job and all 

Fall is a very special 
time of the year in Michigan. 
Many subtle changes in our 
daily lives take place against 
a backdrop of colorful 
landscapes.

Back to school sales 
are the first hint that change 
is on the way. Returning to 
school is an exciting time 
for families of students 
from pre-school to college. 
Football games add another 
dimension of interest 
and excitement to the 
season. Just walking and 
spending time outdoors and 
experiencing the sights and 
smells of fall is something 
everyone can look forward 
to.

Fall is the time of 
harvest for gardeners and 
farmers. Roadside stands 
appear along highways and 
back-roads around the state. 
The cool weather enhances 
the tastes and smells of fresh 
produce and hot cider or 
maybe even a fresh donut. 
Festivals of all kinds take 
place in the fall, but usually 
have the common theme of 
celebrating the harvest.

Fishermen also take 
advantage of the season of 
plenty. Seasons are open for 
taking most fish and game 
during this time of year. 

Anadromous fish make their 
way to home streams to 
spawn. Near shore schools 
waiting for favorable stream 
conditions to begin their 
run upstream provide good 
fishing for many anglers.

Enthusiastic deer 
hunters will sit in ground 
blinds, up in trees, and 
on stumps waiting for a 
wandering whitetail. Others 
will carefully explore the 
woods for sign to follow 
the quarry. A few hardy 
hunters will spend cold wet 
mornings in the marsh with 
an eager retriever on the 
promise of encountering 
a passing flight of ducks. 
Upland game hunters will 
roam the brilliant fall woods 
with hardworking bird 
dogs. Beagles excitedly 
yip and howl on the erratic 
trail of cottontail rabbits. 
Youngsters can share the 
experiences with a parent, 
relative, or friend.

Few people around the 
world have the opportunity 
to take part in the activities 
and adventures you have at 
your doorstep. It is easy to 
take all this for granted. The 
weather is great, the scenery 
spectacular, and so much to 
do, so get out and enjoy the 
season while it’s here. 

Looking Back, continued, page 11
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CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
(Assembly of God)

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery
Robert Holmes, Pastor

SUNDAYS:
Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m.

“The Source” Youth: 7:00 p.m.

2275 West Main Street  • 897-7168
Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org

Rev. Jon Pickens
Rev. W. Lee Taylor & Pastor Phil Severn
Sun. Worship Service..........................9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Sunday School Hour/ABF’s...................................11:00 A.M.
AWANA 6-8/Youth Ministry............................Wed. 6:15 P.M.

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell

9:45 A.M. .....................Sunday School
10:30 A.M............................Fellowship
11:00 A.M.................................Worship

Nursery & Children 
Worship Programs Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service..............Sunday -10:00 A.M.
(Nursery available)

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Rod Galindo
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship................10:00 A. M.
Sunday School....................11:20 A.M.
Evening Worship...................6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

402 Amity St. • 897-9820
www.stmary-lowell.com

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 10:30 AM
Saturday confessions: 3-4:30 PM

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:00 AM - 8 PM
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS - CALL PETE WIGGINS  897-7915

SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 393, EWTN FOR 24 HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING

201 N. Washington
Lowell, MI • 897-8800

Pastor Wes Hershberger
Sundays - Christian Education.........9:15 a.m.
Celebration.....................................10:40 a.m.
 Wednesdays - Kid’s Service, Teen’s Service, 
Adult Bible Study..............................7:00 p.m.

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

621 E. Main Street
897-5936

www.lowellumc.com

SUMMER WORSHIP.................9:30 a.m.
JULY 14 - AUGUST 25 

A.M. WORSHIP ON THE RIVERWALK
Rev. Rick Blunt

Barrier-free entrance

Jesus didn’t turn people away.
Neither do we.

You are welcome here!

churchesarea

engagements

P.O. Box 128
Lowell, MI 49331

 897-9261

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday:

8 am - 5 pm
Friday:  8 am - Noon
Closed Sat. & Sun.

area
 births happy 

birthday!
AUGUST 28

Lee Miller, Terri Hoag, Kim 
Stager.

AUGUST 29
Donna Jean Hathaway, 
Betty Heaston, Kenney 
Vickers.

AUGUST 30
Jim Austin, Herb Swan, 
Jordan Cloud.

AUGUST 31
Amy Vezino, Scott Wolfe, 
Morgan Nelson.

SEPTEMBER 1
Jerry Bellah, Todd 
Mahalic, Chuck Myers.

SEPTEMBER 2
Eric Elzinga, Whitey 
Tubergen, Virginia 
Conner, John Stevens, 
Bryant Sloan-Johnson.

SEPTEMBER 3
Bailey Allen, Fay Johnson.

Pat and June Serne of 
Lowell happily announce 
the engagement of their 
daughter Katherine to 
Chris Moore, son of Julie 
Cushman of Mazomanie, 
Wisconsin.

Katherine is a graduate 
of Lowell High School and 
Michigan State University. 
She is a national account 
manager for Sperilex Corp. 
and resides in Omaha, 
Nebraska.

Serne/Moore

Chris Moore and Katherine Serne

Chris is a graduate of 
Wisconsin Heights High 
School and attended the 
University of Minnesota. 
He is a general manager 
with Craftworks in their Old 
Chicago Restaurant division 
of Omaha, Nebraska. He 
also resides in Omaha.

An October 26, 2013 
wedding is planned at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Catholic 
Church in Madison, 
Wisconsin.

Mark and Kelsey Catlin 
of Lowell are proud to 
announce the birth of their 
daughter on July 17, 2013, 
weighing 8 lbs. 2 oz. 

Catlin

Karly Bell Catlin

She was welcomed home 
by her two-year-old big sister 
Kennedi and grandparents, 
Paul and Patty Catlin and 
Tom and Carol Capps, all of 
Lowell.

Adoption Associates, Inc. 
is hosting the second annual 
Touched By Adoption 
5K run on August 31 in 
Portland. The Kids’ Fun Run 
begins at 9 am; with the 5K 
Run/Walk starting at 9:30 
am. MSU's Sparty will be 
there to cheer on the runners. 
This year the run is endorsed 
by the Michigan Governor’s 
Council on Fitness and 
Health.

Adoption Associates, 
Inc. is a statewide adoption 
agency covering all of 

Michigan - a Michigan-
based adoption agency and 
their mission - to unite more 
children with their forever 
families (both domestically 
and abroad).

You may register online 
at runningfoundation.
com or via mail. For 
additional information, 
contact race director 
Nicole Racine, at nracine@
adoptionassociates.net or 
(517) 599-1910.

Touched By Adoption 5k

A-1 MOBILE ROOF-OVER SYSTEM
Michigan’s Oldest and Finest

Roof Replacement System
FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-872-2089

12x60
$3280

14x70
$3980

Conserves Energy • Made in Michigan

Installed

www.mobilehomeroofsmi.com

Hyperthyroidism

CALL 897-9261
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P I N K  A R R O W  S H I R T S 
AVAILABLE AT PEP TALK

 ALL SHIRTS$15
Extra Charge for 

2XL, 3XL, 4XL & 5XL

and at

Cousins’ Hallmark
223 W. Main • 897-5000

Pink 
Arrow 
Bead 

for necklace 
or bracelet 
available at 

Chimera 
Design 

208 E. Main - 
897-9480

207 E. Main • 897-7200

GAME DAY

Lowell vs. 

Chicago Hubbard

M-F: 10-6; SAT: 10-6; SUN: 12-4

T-SHIRTS NOW AVAILABLE
AUGUST 26, 27, 28 & 30:

At Pep Talk 11:00am - 7:00pm

207 East Main St. • 897-7200

AUGUST 29:
At the JV & Varsity Football Games

Lowell vs. River Rouge

AUGUST 31 - 
SEPTEMBER 1 & 2:

At Pep Talk 10:00am - 3:00pm

207 East Main St. • 897-7200

SEPTEMBER 3, 4 & 5:
At Pep Talk 9:00 am - 9:00 pm

207 East Main St. • 897-7200

SEPTEMBER 4 & 5:
Available at all schools during lunch

207 East Main St. • 897-7200
SEPT. 5: DEWITT @ LOWELL
Freshmen & JV game @ 4:30

Shirts on sale during games

SEPTEMBER 6:
T-Shirt Sales At Pep Talk 8:00 - Noon
T-Shirt sales moving to football stadium at noon.

by Justin Tiemeyer
contributing reporter

After the Flat River 
Outreach Ministries’ 
(FROM) fifteen year 
birthday party, one thing 
was certain, the people 
at FROM no longer need 
to prove that they know 
how to party. On Saturday, 
August 24, with the help 
of First Baptist Church and 
the Valley Vista community, 
Tamela Spicer and FROM 
renewed their love to get 
down at the Valley Vista 
Block Party.

For Christy Johnson, 
the manager at Valley Vista, 
the block party was a chance 
to bring members of the 
Valley Vista community 
together, to get to know one 
another and have some fun. 
Johnson personally invited 
all of the residents to join 
in for music, a beanbag toss 
and bouncing.

Flat River Outreach Ministries holds block party
For Pastor Jon Pickens 

of First Baptist Church, the 
block party was a chance 
to serve. Pickens’ church, 
located just down the 
street, provided hotdogs, 
hamburgers, salads and 
many other foods. They 
were involved in setup 
and the organization of the 
event. Not only did Pickens 
bring snacks, he brought 
generosity and hospitality, 
promising that if anyone 
needed a place to worship 
they could join him at First 
Baptist.

For Tamela Spicer of 
FROM, the block party 
marks the unofficial kickoff 
of Neighbor 2 Neighbor, 
where FROM partners with 
the Lowell Ledger in order 
to match those in need in 
Lowell with those who wish 
to help.

Despite the three 
different goals presented, 
when asked, Johnson, 
Pickens and Spicer saw 
unity in their understanding 
of the block party.

“The overall goal is 
just to build community,” 
Pickens said.

“Valley Vista is a vibrant 
community,” Johnson said.

If the praise band and 
singing puppets weren’t 
enough, neighbors had the 
chance to win prizes, both 
by joining the beanbag toss 
tournament and by entering 
a drawing for gift cards and 
school supplies.

Valley Vista Block 
Party was a collage of 
smiling children, satisfied 
bellies, fun, sun, and games.

Neighbor 2 Neighbor 
officially kicks off on 
September 16.

Keeping the score for the beanbag toss tournament is serious business.

 Balloon hats were worn by the kids.

HEALTH
With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 

Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

health

Hyperthyroidism

The thyroid gland 
is located at the base of 
the neck. The thyroid 
produces thyroid hormone, 
which helps regulate 
many body functions. 
In hyperthyroidism, the 
thyroid is overactive and 
produces more hormone 
than the body needs. Women 
are more likely then men to 
have hyperthyroidism and 
it affects younger persons 
more than elderly persons.

More than 70 percent 
of cases of hyperthyroidism 
are related to Graves’ 
disease, an autoimmune 
disorder in which the 
body produces antibodies 

to its own tissues. These 
antibodies cause the thyroid 
to make too much thyroid 
hormone. Some persons 
with Graves’ disease 
develop an eye condition 
called exophthalmos, in 
which the eyes begin to 
protrude because of swelling 
of the tissues behind 
the eyes. Other medical 
problems that can cause 
hyperthyroidism are toxic 
nodular goiter, exposure 
to iodine in medications 
or x-ray dyes, subacute 
thyroiditis (inflammation of 
the thyroid), and postpartum 
thyroiditis (inflammation of 
the thyroid after pregnancy).

Symptoms of 
hyperthyroidism are 
weight loss without eating 
less or exercising more, 
palpitations (rapid heart 
rate) or abnormal heart 
rhythms, heat intolerance 
and sweating, nervousness, 
tremors, and eyes that seem 
to protrude. Symptoms 
may be less severe or even 
absent in older persons with 
this disease.

Medical history 
and physical exam may 
indicate the possibility of 
hyperthyroidism. Simple 
blood tests show the 
presence of too much thyroid 
hormone. A thyroid scan 
may be performed using an 
injection or pill containing a 
small amount of radioactive 
material. Treatment of 
hyperthyroidism depends 
on the cause. Graves’ 
disease may be treated with 
medications, radioactive 
iodine or surgery to remove 
the thyroid gland.
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PINK ARROW PRIDE

Thanks!
J&H Oil &

River Valley 
Credit Union

- for underwriting the fireworks

Dad’s Tent Rental
Audrey Pearson 

& Nick Smith 
- for their pregame songs

Custom Components
& Flat River Electric

- for the pyrotechnics

Fence Consultants

Nikki Schneider
- for the halftime event

SEPTEMBER 6 • 2013 • BOB PERRY MEMORIAL STADIUM

•	 Backwater	Café
•	 Flat	River	Grill
•	 Heidi’s	Farm	Market
•	 Ice	Cream	Caboose
•	 Keiser’s	Kitchen
•	 Larkin’s
•	 Sneaker’s
•	Riverbend	Bar	&	Grill

All concessions - Athletic Boosters and Restaurant Row vendors 
will be accepting PINK	TICKETS	ONLY	in $1 increments. 

All items will be clearly priced per number of tickets at each booth. 
There will be many ticket booths available throughout the stadium. 

This system will speed the process for fast service.

PROUD	PINK	SPONSORS

PARKING

CONCESSION TICKETS

ALL	HIGH	SCHOOL	EVENT	PARKING	
MUST	ENTER	AT	VERGENNES	ENTRANCE.
Lower	stadium	lot	
is	for	Handicap	and	
parking	pass	only.	

(must enter off of 
Alden Nash entrance)

is	available	starting	at	4:30	p.m.	from	Cherry	Creek	Elementary	
(Foreman	St.)	AND	Lowell	Middle	School	(Foreman	St.)	pick-up	and	
drop	off	area	front	entrance,	parking	in	rear	off	Suffolk	St.	entrance.	
Buses	will	start	return	trips	at	the	start	of	the	4th	quarter

RESTAURANT ROW

STICK	AROUND	for	a	
SPECIAL	HALFTIME	FUN	EVENT!!!

THANK	YOU	TO	ALL	THE	VOLUNTEERS
H&R	Block

- for underwriting the programs

Buist Electric - 
for the additional electric service

Sysco - 
 - for the additional refrigeration 

Brennen Prill 
- for singing the anthem

Mark Johnson Agency
- for underwriting the Thundersticks

Cousins Hallmark
- for selling our T-Shirts

Modern Photographics
- for the photobooth

Titan Equipment
THANKS!

Purchase	your	Arrow	Force	VI	shirts	at	
PEP	TALK,	207	E.	MAIN	•	897-7200

YOUR	$15	SHIRT:	
(2XL and 3XL $18 - 4XL $20)

•	Helps	support	those	traveling	a	cancer	journey		
through	Lowell		Community	Wellness/Family	Support	and	Gilda’s	Club

•	Supports	Kathy	Talus	scholarship
•	Supports	Dr.	Donald	Gerard	medical	scholarships

YOUR	SHIRT	IS	YOUR	TICKET	TO	THE	DAY’S	EVENTS
•	Donation	stays	local	and	there	

is	no	administration	cost.

SHUTTLE	
PARKING

Pink Ticket
 System

SCHEDULE	FOR	EVENT	DAY	
SEPTEMBER	6

* Approximate times

2:30	pm		 GATES	OPEN
3:00	pm		 Boosters	Concessions	
	 and	Restaurant	Row	Open
3:35	pm		 Soccer	introductions - Song by Audrey Pearson

3:45	pm VARSITY	SOCCER	GAME	-	
	 Lowell vs. Greenville
4:25	pm	 Volleyball	introduction	and	match	-
	 Lowell vs. Greenville
6:00	pm	 Survivor	and	Honor	Walk	-Song by Nick Smith
 Walk starts at high school main entrance

6:35	pm	 Football	Player	and	
	 Honoree	introduction	on field

7:00	pm	 National	Anthem	presented	
 Brennan Prill
 Coin	Toss	- Jordan Bassinger, Anna Organek, Nick Hess & Danielle Knight

7:09	pm	 PINK	ARROW	GAME	-	
	 Lowell Pink Arrows 
 vs. Chicago Hubbard Greyhounds

BETWEEN	1ST	AND	2ND	QUARTER	-	
Presentation to T-Shirt Sponsors

Between	3rd	and	4th	Quarter	-	
Present Kathy Talus Scholarship and

Dr. Donald Gerard Medical Scholarships
FOR	HONOREES	-	Pink	Arrow	Jersey	

presentations	on	SOUTH	END	of	playing	field
CONCLUSION	-	

EVERYONE	INVITED	DOWN	TO	
THE	FIELD	TO	VIEW	FIREWORKS!
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Show the community your business 
supports Pink Arrow Pride!

Show your employees you care!

T-SHIRTS CAN BE 
PURCHASED AT: 

Pep Talk
207 East Main St. • 897-7200

and

Cousins Hallmark
223 W. Main • 897-5000

GAME DAY

Lowell vs. 

Chicago Hubbard

Purchase 

Pink Arrow Force 

T-Shirts for your 

employees 

and the 

Lowell Ledger 

will put you 

in the news!

Just send a photo of your employees - 
in their Pink Arrow shirts - in front of your building or sign 
and we’ll publish it in The Ledger!

Pink Arrow will draw 3 names from participating 
businesses to win: V.I.P. Parking at the Game, 

a Food Court Package or a Free Full-Page ad in the Ledger!

*Only businesses published in the Ledger will be eligible for the drawing. 
Business winning free full-page ad must place ad before 12-26-13.

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS

Send your photos to:
displayads@lowellbuyersguide.com

SHOWCASE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

AND SHOW YOUR SUPPORT!

8 Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults
8 Immediate Emergency Treatment
8 Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening
8 Preventive Care
8 Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired
8 Dentures (Same Day Repair)
8 Implants
8 Insurance Plans Accepted

“Gentle & Painless 
Dentistry Is Our Goal”

Accepting 
New 

Patients

Hours:
Monday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday..........9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday............8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Family Dentistry Since 1994

Judd T. Carroll D.M.D.
103 East Main • Lowell, Michigan

(616) 897-7595
www.juddcarrolldentistry.com

by Karen Jack

The Lowell high school 
Youth Advisory Council 
(YAC) is a service learning 
club that focuses on teen 
issues. Recently they are 
focusing the efforts on teen 
driver safety. Last year, 
they held assemblies at the 
school and created a public 
service announcement that 
was shown at the school. 
The teen driving video is 
now available for viewing 
on YouTube.

Now, thanks to local 
agent, Deborah Wilks, 
they’re entered for a 
national State Farm grant 
for $100,000. State Farm 
is giving away 10 grants 
of $100,000 for the top 10 
schools with the most votes. 

The Celebrate My 
Drive program was created 
in 2012 to share the belief 
that safe driving is a lifelong 
commitment and is a chance 
for communities to rally 
around young drivers and 
encourage them to make 
safe driving choices every 
time they’re behind the 
wheel.

When you have a State Farm®  
car and a State Farm home, get 
ready to drive around with a big, 
money-saving State Farm smile. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

1103161.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Put auto and home together 
for hundreds in savings.

Get our 3-Bed,  
2-Bath, 4-Door,  
V-6 discount.

Deborah Wilks, Agent
11827 Fulton St E
Lowell, MI  49331

Bus: 616-897-9237
dwilks@deborahwilks.com

Youth advisory council enters $100K grant contest
According to State 

Farm, auto crashes are the 
number one cause of teen 

deaths in North America. 
The program is designed 
to encourage good driving 

habits such as “2N2” – keep 
two eyes on the road and 

two hands on the steering 
wheel.

Students, parents, and 
community members are 
encouraged to visit www.
c e l e b r a t e m y d r i v e . c o m 
from Oct. 18-26 to vote for 
Lowell as they vie for the 
$100,000 grant.

According to founding 
YAC member, Kanon Dean, 
“Teen driving is a huge issue 
with teens, and we’re here 
to remind our classmates 
to drive safely each and 
every time we’re behind the 
wheel.”

Derek Massey, who 
joined the group last year, 
says he likes being part of an 
organization that focuses on 
teen issues. “It’s important 
that we work with our peers 
and talk to them about safe 

driving, because we are at 
risk.”

Other members of 
the group include: Zeth 
Dean, Jake North, Kelsey 
Emmanuel, Hannah Draigh 
and Zach Ritchie. 

“We’re a small group, 
but we’re trying to pack 
a punch by selecting 
important issues to focus 
on. We’re hoping that our 
message sticks with our 
classmates when they climb 
behind the wheel.”

If they win the grant, 
they’ve designated 30 
percent to go to arts at the 
high school, 30 percent to 
technology, and 30 percent 
to athletics. The group 
will keep 10 percent of the 
money to continue putting 
their messages out.

 

Founding Youth Advisory Councilmembers, Kanon Dean and Derek Massey.



page 11  wednesday • august • 28 •  2013

350 N. Center Street • Lowell
616.897.8473

VIRTUAL TOURS - Visit www.laurelsofkent.com

The Right Choice for Rehab
Jack Benson made the 
Right Choice for Rehab!

“My stay at The Laurels of 
Kent was very good. All the 
nursing staff were just dandy. 
I’ve enjoyed my stay and 
because of therapy I am able 
to go home again.”

Congratulations Jack on reaching your rehabilitation goals!

Specializing in:
• Orthopedic Rehab

• Stroke Rehab

• Auto Accidents

• Physical Therapy

• Occupational Therapy

• Speech Therapy

Medicare/
Medicaid

VA Certified

We Accept Most 
Insurances

Short-Term Rehab

In The Service
Navy Midshipman 

Grayson Q. Karber, son 
of Trina L. Thornton of 
Buhl, Idaho; and Steven R. 
Karber, of Saranac, recently 
completed 'Plebe' Summer 
at the U.S. Navy Academy. 

Plebe Summer began 
on Induction Day, June 27 
and concluded after seven 
challenging weeks of basic 
midshipman training. 

The pressure and 
rigor of Plebe Summer is 
carefully designed to help 
"plebes" prepare for their 
first academic year at the 
Naval Academy and the 
four years of challenges 
leading to graduation and 
commissioning as a Navy 
or Marine Corps Officer. 
Plebe Summer is run by 
upper-class midshipmen 
who are specially trained 
in their leadership roles to 
effectively develop plebes 
into successful midshipmen. 

Plebe Summer activities 
include swimming, martial 
arts, basic rock climbing, 

obstacle, endurance and 
confidence courses designed 
to develop physical, mental 
and team-building skills, as 
well as 40 training hours 
devoted to the instruction 
of infantry drill and formal 
parades. 

Throughout the 
summer, new midshipmen 
rapidly gain general 
knowledge of seamanship, 
navigation, damage control, 
sailing and handling yard 
patrol craft. Plebes also 
learn how to use 9mm 
pistols and M-16 rifles. 

Approximately 1,200 
candidates are selected 
each year for the academy's 
plebe or freshman class and 
each student is required to 
participate in Plebe Summer.

This year the Naval 
Academy received over 
17, 500 applications for the 
Class of 2017. 

 Karber is a 2010 
graduate of Saranac High  
School.

who watched the performance said he was welcome 
to it, so far as they were concerned. The fellow fell 
seventy feet recently in Grand Rapids and broke an 
arm. He is on his way to Detroit to paint the staff on the 
Ford building, 300 feet in the air. Do you want his job?

The idea of teaching every girl to thump the piano 
and every boy to be a book-keeper, will make potatoes 
eight dollars a barrel and meat out of reach of the 
ordinary mortal, within ten years.    

 

75 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
September 1, 1938

The Kent County 4-H Club Fair here last week had 
no more interested spectator than C. H. Runciman 
who visited the grounds as often as his duties would 
permit. In fact, on Thursday morning, Mr. Runciman 
was on hand before six o'clock. "And wasn't it an 
agreeable surprise to find scores of these youngsters 
up and about, grooming their livestock and entering 
wholeheartedly and with pride in the preparation of 
their entries. And girls were right there, too," added Mr. 
Runciman, "slicking-up their entries, determined not to 
be outdone by the boys."

Construction started on two modern homes. During 
the past few days construction has been started on 
two modern homes, one by Dr. D. H. Oatley at the 
corner of Vergennes Rd. and Elizabeth St. and the 
other by Judd Clark on Vergennes Rd., just north of the 
house built by Dr. Oatley. Both houses will be of frame 
construction, Cape Cod Colonial type, each having six 
rooms. The Oatley house will be 26x32 with separate 
garage and steam heat. The Clark house will be 24x36 

with attached garage and 
a hot air furnace.

50 years ago
The Lowell 
Ledger

August 29, 
1963

Headline: New power 
switched on – New link 
with Wolverine Electric 
Cooperative (WE Co-
op) latest step in 68-year 
Lowell Light & Power 
(LL&P) saga.  LL&P 
tapped a new source 
of electric power last 
week when switches 
were thrown and current 
started feeding from the 
WE Co-op into the local 
lines. 

The sub-station 
installation and the 
practice of purchasing 
power from a co-op 
source are the most 
recent developments 
in the long and varied 
history of the municipal 
utility. Since its founding 
almost 70 years ago, the 
community-owned light 
plant has been both a 
bone of contention and 
a source of pride for the 
people of Lowell and 
the story of its growth 
has been enlivened with 
electrocutions, power 
houses toppling into 
the river, a few fires, 
disastrous floods, and 
other such dramatic 
events. The saga of the 
(LL&P) company began 
in 1895, when over 200 
Lowell residents banded 
together and fired off 
a hotly-worded letter 
to their councilmen, 
complaining that “we 

have been taxed an extravagant price for the last five 
years for the lighting of our village.” Furthermore, the 
letter writers grumbled, the lighting has not given . . . 
good service to the majority of our citizens.” Calling 
for “a halt in such extravagance of the people’s 
money.” The citizens declared that, “what we demand 
is economy, not style.” At the time the letter was put 
before the council, electric power was being supplied 
to village residents by “The Lowell Water and Light 
Co.,” a privately-owned business headed by O. C. 
McDannell.

The council, somewhat alarmed by the hue and 
cry that had been raised by “a large per cent of the 
taxpayers of said village,” decided to act. A committee, 
headed by druggist Dexler G. Look, was sent out to 
investigate. 

Encouraged by this report, the council, on Mr. Look’s 
motion, appointed J. Edwin Lee and Christopher 
Bergin to investigate costs and site possibilities for a 
Lowell municipal plant. 

When Lee and Bergin had completed their extensive 
pilot study and reported back to the council, they 
estimated that the proposed dam would cost $23,000. 
The council approved of the sum and presented a 
bond proposal to the public at a special election on 
December 20. 1895. The people in turn overwhelmingly 
approved of the project—by a margin of 363 to 68—
and the LL&P was born. A year later—in September of 
1896—the new power dam was completed and it was 
accepted by the village with appropriate ceremonies 
and much rejoicing.

Rates set - There was less rejoicing, however, 
over the new power rates which had been set by the 
council long before the new dam went into operation. 
The rates were low—but not quite as low, naturally, as 
many wished. 

One only needs to remember the lengthy and heated 
discussions that took place last year when Lowell 
prepared to abandon the “North Rural Lines.” Some 
were vehemently against the proposal and some were 
angry and disappointed when it was carried at the 
polls. And yet all would admit that in the intervening 
time the LL&P— a community-owned utility-has shown 
new signs of the continued health and growth to which 
Lowell has become accustomed. The new Riverside 
Drive substation confirms this. Further proof is the fact 
that the original $23,000 investment has burgeoned 
into a facility now worth more than three-quarters of a 
million dollars.

25 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

August 31, 1988
Most people wait until they’re 16 before they drive, 

Jonathan Smith started at the age of six. Before you 
pick up the phone to call your friendly Mr. Policeman, 
Smith drives a Go-Kart, not a car. He’s been driving 
something with a motor on it since the age of two, 
according to his Dad, Kevin Smith. The 11-year-
old practiced on the driver education course, in the 
Lowell Middle School parking lot for two years with the 
careful supervision of his dad. But soon, driving in a 
parking lot wasn’t enough and with enough practice, 
honing his driving skills to where Smith and his Dad 
felt comfortable, he began racing under the governed 
rules of the World Kart Association. The Grand Prix 
takes place on the streets of Battle Creek, in from of 
roughly 3,000 people. “Nervous? Yes! Especially if 
I’m in the middle of the pack,” the Smith youngster 
said. The nervousness doesn’t end there. Father is 
nervous too - especially at the start when all the Go-
Karts are bunched to together.  The Kart has state 
of the art handling components, a digital tachometer 
and temperature gauge. The engine is a 6,000 r.p.m., 
alcohol burning, blue printed five-horse Briggs and 
Stratton engine. Smith races in the 8-12 bracket and in 
some races he contends against 15-[to] 16-year-olds. 
Although the advantage he lacks in age, he makes up 
for in weight. His smaller, lighter framed body is an 
advantage coming off the corners. In his biggest race 
of his young Go-Kart life, Smith won his first feature 
race at Wayland on Aug. 13. He took a third place at 
Battle Creek. When he isn’t buzzing around in the Go-
Kart, Smith enjoys biking, skate boarding, football and 
baseball. His racing idol? Cale Yarborough. “I’d like to 
road race someday,” Smith said.

Looking Back, continuedYouth advisory council enters $100K grant contest
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obituaries

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HARKNESS
Jack Wesley Harkness, age 77 of Alto, passed away 
unexpectedly Wednesday, 
August 21, 2013 from an 
accidental construction 
accident. He was preceded 

in death 
by his 
y o u n g e s t 
son, Pat.  
He is 
s u r v i v e d 
by his 

wife, Regina Jill Harkness; 
children, Joe (Marlene) 
Harkness, Chad (Kristie) 
Brigham, Jason (Kelly) 
Ginsberg, Travis (Mary) Ginsberg; brothers, Jim 
Harkness and Bob (Pat) Scott; sister, Grace Cook; 
nine grandchildren.  He watched and loved to play 
hockey for 65 years and was still playing to this day.  A 
celebration of Jack’s life was held Monday, August 26 
from 1-4 PM at the V.F.W. Post 8303, 3116 Alden Nash, 
SE, Lowell.  

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

MIX 
Thomas Lee Mix, aged 74, passed away on Wednesday, 
August 21, 2013. After a 
difficult battle with Lewy 
Body Dementia, he is finally 
at peace and at home with 
his Savior. He was born in 
Frankfort, to Lawrence and 
Thelma Mix. He is survived 
and will be greatly missed, 
by his wife of thirty-seven 
years, Gisele; his children, 
Terri Mix, Tammy Mix, Sheri 
(Mike) Volkhardt, Matthew 
Mix, Adam (Jessica) Mix, 
and Ryan (Abbey) Mix; 
fourteen grandchildren; and 
seven great-grandchildren; 
also, his sister, Barbara 
(Chuck) Bugielski, who loved her older brother; his 
stepmother, Ida Mix, who cared for him as one of 
her own; and many cousins, sisters- and brothers-in-
law. Besides a long and varied career, including law 
enforcement, radio broadcasting, computer software 
development, and sales management; his interests 
were many, amateur radio, photography, camping, 
flying, gardening, boating, and his children’s sporting 
events. But his greatest joy was his grandchildren. A 
memorial service will be held on Friday, August 30, 
2013, at 11 am at First Baptist Church, 2275 W. Main 
St., Lowell. Visitation will be at 10 am at the church. 
Interment will be at Ada Cemetery, Ada. For their 
compassionate care, in lieu of flowers donations may 
be made to Fountain View of Lowell, 11537 E. Fulton, 
Lowell, Michigan, 49331 or Faith Hospice at Trillium 
Woods, 8214 Pfeiffer Farms Dr. SW, Byron Center, 
Michigan, 49315. Condolences and memories may be 
shared with the family at www.mi-cremation.com

NOTICE OF REZONING
LOWELL 

CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that at the regular 
meeting of August 19, 2013, the Lowell Charter 
Township Board approved the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation and rezoned 
the 500 feet of property lying immediately 
North of the Fulton Street (M21) right of way 
located at 14043 Fulton Street, Lowell, MI, 
Permanent Parcel No. 41-20-01-200-003, from 
AG-2 Rural Agriculture to General Commercial 
with Conditions.  That part of the property lying 
more than 500 feet North of the Fulton Street 
(M21) right of way shall remain zoned AG-2 
Rural Agriculture.  This rezoning will take effect 
September 12, 2013. 

Linda S. Regan, Clerk
Lowell Charter Township

Terry Abel
6095 28th Street
Grand Rapids

616-940-8393
tabel@fbinsmi.com

TerryAbelAgency.com

Your local agent insures your

GREG VAN STRIEN
HEATING AND PLUMBING

HEATING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE & INSTALLATION

PLUMBING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
WARM AIR/RADIANT HEAT

OIL BURNER SERVICE

(616) 897-5569
Visa And Master Card Accepted

HANSEN
Lyle Hansen 80, was ushered by heavenly angels into 
the arms of his loving Savior on August 26, 2013. Lyle 
was born May 22, 1933 in Pentwater. He was proceeded 
to Glory by his wife of 49 years Mary Ellen Hansen, his 

father, Hans Hansen, mother, Flora 
Schram, brothers Lloyd Hansen, 
Lawrence Hansen, Leeland Hansen 
and Lester Hansen, and sisters 
Gladys Lauber, Emily Bolenbaugh, 
Beverly Hansen, Geneva Kaiser and 
Florence Hansen. Lyle is survived by 
his brother Leonard Peterson and his 

children Sandra F. 
(John) Ruder, Brenda 
(Stephen) Nauta, Bill 
Hansen and Nancy 
Hansen, as well as 14 
grandchildren and 2 
great-grandchildren, 
soon to be 4 great-
grandchildren. Lyle 
was a dedicated 
soldier serving in 
the Korean War. He 
was employed for 
almost 30 years as 
an accountant for 
the state of Michigan 
retiring in September 
1984. Most of all Lyle 
was a faithful servant 
of Jesus Christ using 
his musical talents as well as serving for years as a 
church board member, Sunday school superintendant 
and Sunday school teacher. Today, Lyle can walk again. 
His hands will again be able to play his guitar, and his 
voice will praise the Lord in song. He will again hold his 
wife Mary Ellen and he will meet Jesus face to face. 
Although Lyle will be missed by family and friends, we 
know it is but for a little while. For one day we will join 
him as a family choir in praise and worship of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. A funeral service will be held Saturday 
11 a.m. at the Christian Life Center, 3050 Alden Nash, 
Lowell MI 49331. Pastor Robert Holmes officiating. 
Interment Bailey/Vergennes Township Cemetery. 
Visitation Friday 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. at Roth-Gerst 
Chapel, 305 N. Hudson, Lowell 49331. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the American Diabetes 
Association, 1550 E. Beltline Ave. SE, Grand Rapids 
Charter Township, MI 49506, Leaves Person Care 
Services, 2850 Thornhills Ave SE, Grand Rapids, MI 
49546 or Trillium Woods Faith Hospice, 8214 Pfeiffer 
Farms Dr. SW, Byron Center, MI 49315. 

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

If you’ve read anything 
about Social Security in 
recent years, then you 
probably know that our 
most convenient office 
location is wherever you 
happen to be — thanks to 
www.socialsecurity.gov. 
Whether you’re on your 
home or office computer, 
or at the park or the beach 
with a mobile device, Social 
Security’s online office is 
just a click away. However, 
we recognize that some 
people prefer to do business 
with us face-to-face. If 
that’s you, we still would 
like to let you know about 
an online feature that can 
make finding your nearest 
Social Security office much 
easier. 

From your computer 
or your mobile device, visit 
www.socialsecurity.gov/
locator. That link will take 
you to our Social Security 
Office Locator. Once there, 
key in your zip code and 

Social Security 
makes it easy

you’ll get the address, 
phone number, and hours 
of the Social Security office 
closest to you.

The Locator page also 
gives you the option to see 
a map and get directions. If 
you are on the run and have 
your mobile device, this 
feature has the capability to 
“Map It,” providing turn-
by-turn directions, making it 
easy to get to the office from 
where you are at the time. 

While you’re online, 
we encourage you to set up a 
my Social Security account 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/
myaccount. Then you will 
have quick and easy access 
to a number of personalized, 
secure services. Get your 
Social Security Statement 
online, or if you already 
receive benefits, get an 
instant benefit verification 
letter right over the 
computer. 
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

for sale
BED & MATTRESS SET 
- queen, Sealy, $95 in-
cludes frame. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook. 
Delivery available.TFN 

1987 HONDA HELIX 
SCOOTER - 350cc. Call 
to inquire, 897-8591.
A BED - A brand new 
queen pillowtop mattress 
set in plastic, w/warranty, 
sacrifice, $135. Call 989-
584-6818.TFN 

SEMI LOADS 10 
CORDS OF 8 FT. 
LOGS - 10 in. aver-
age diameter. See 
pictures at www.
coxx.com, movies 
on YouTube (alanj-
cox) or call Al at 231-
846-0346 anytime. 

GET THE SMOKE, ASH & 
WOOD MESS OUTSIDE 
- Central Boiler Classic 
Outdoor Wood Furnace 
with a 25 year warranty. Call 
SOS your “Stocking Dealer” 
Dutton, MI 616-554-8669 or 
616-915-5061.
FIREWOOD FOR SALE 
- Preseason sale. Hard-
wood, split, $175/cord, de-
livery available. Call Mike, 
616-490-2283.
TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

NEWER DUPLEX - with 3 
br., 2 baths each side. Ap-
proximately 1/2 acre that 
back sup to meadow and 
woods. Walk to Lowell 
elementary and middle 
school. Includes steel, 
insulated 24’ x 32’ pole 
barn. Great for extended 
familly or live in one side 
and rent the other to help 
with payment. $224,900. 
Joe Czarnik, Realtor, 
Greenridge Realty, Inc. 
616-974-6460.
200 APPLIANCES - Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69.  Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main St., Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. See 
us on Facebook. Delivery 
available.TFN

BIG FISH SALE - BOGO 
FREE: KOI & goldfish, 6” 
- 8”+ (excludes premium 
KOI) PLUS many sales 
on aquatic plants. APOLS 
WATER GARDENS, 9340 
Kalamazoo, Caledonia, 
616-698-1030, M-F, 9-5:30 
& Sat. 9-2 p.m.

BIRD BERRY FARM 
- U-pick blueberries. 
5256 Belding Rd., 
Belding. 616-794-
5041. Mon.-Tues., 
Thurs.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 7 
p.m., Sat. 8 a.m. - 4 
p.m. Last day for blue-
berries. Closed Wed. 
& Sun.

for rent
WE DO BUSINESS IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING 
LAW - Equal Housing Op-
portunity. It is illegal to dis-
criminate against any per-
son because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national 
origin. In the sale or rental 
of housing or residential 
lots; in the advertising the 
sale or rental of housing, in 
the financing of housing, in 
the provision of real estate 
brokerage services and in 
the appraisal of housing. 
Anyone who feels he or 
she has been discriminated 
against may file a complaint 
of housing discrimination: 
1-800-669-9777 (toll free) 
1-800-927-9275 (TTY).
HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. FREE 
All Vets Coffee Hour at the 
center the 3rd Thursday of 
each month. Bring a friend. 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.TFN 

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

ASSISTED LIVING - Beau-
tiful modern country home 
in Alto, excellent care. 
Cathy, 616-891-1840. As
sistedLivingAlto@charter.
net

wanted
I WANT TO BUY -  Re-
frigerator, stove, washer, 
dryer & furniture in good 
shape. Have cash. 989-
584-6818.TFN  
CELIAC DISEASE - West 
Michigan Clinical Research 
Center seeking patients with 
Celiac Disease, Crohn’s 
Disease or IBS Diarrhea. 
No insurance needed & 
compensation for time & 
travel. Please contact 616-
328-5319 or info@gastro-
assoc-wm.com for more 
information.
CASH PAID - walnut trees. 
Call Bob Sayers, 616-527-
4142, Ionia.

servicessales
NOW TAKING APPLICA-
TIONS FOR NEWSPAPER 
CARRIERS - Looking for 
carriers to deliver the Buy-
ers Guide every weekend. 
Driving routes & walking 
routes. Must be at least 
16 years old for a walk-
ing route. Please apply 
in person at the Buyers 
Guide, 105 N. Broadway, 
Lowell. No Phone Calls 
will be accepted about this 
position.
NOW HIRING - and train-
ing for career positions with 
West Michigan’s leading 
real estate company. Call 
Rick Seese, Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. for a confiden-
tial interview. 616-437-2576 
or 616-974-4250.TFN 

FACTORY WORKERS - 
Assembly & plastic injection 
at factory in Saranac. Will 
train. All 3 shifts. $9.50 hr. 
Apply by 8/29 to get a $25 
bonus with your 1st 40 or 
more hour pay check. Ap-
ply 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Mon. 
- Thurs. at Peoplemark, 
Inc., 551 36th St. SE, Grand 
Rapids, 49548. Be sure to 
bring proper employment 
ID such as a license & 
social security card. 616-
245-6161. EOE.
HELP WANTED - Must be 
18 & have a valid drivers 
license. Mostly morning 
hours. For info or interview 
call 897-1119.
AUTOMOTIVE MANU-
FACTURER - Global sup-
plier to the automotive 
industry located in Alto, MI 
is currently  hiring employ-
ees who will take pride in 
contributing key products & 
systems to their customer’s 
cars & trucks for all shifts. 
Available positions in mold 
machine operation, ware-
house & assembly, $8.50 
- 10.50/hr. Apply in person 
at Gill Staffing, 2843 East 
Paris, Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m. 
- 2 p.m. or on line at www.
gillstaffing.com
GREEN ACRES LOWELL 
- an assisted living home 
is currently seeking a part-
time direct care worker for 
1st & 2nd shifts, experience 
preferred. Applicant must 
pass a background  check & 
have a high school diploma 
or GED. If you have a pas-
sion to work with the elderly 
& truly want to make a dif-
ference then we want you! 
Apply in person at 11530 
Fulton Street, Lowell. 
CAREER OPPORTUNITY 
- King Milling Company is 
seeking a qualified indi-
vidual for a second shift 
(3 p.m. - 12 p.m.) loading 
position. Hilo experience is 
preferred. Please apply at 
115 S. Broadway, Lowell.
NOW HIRING - We are 
seeking enthusiastic & 
outgoing individuals to 
work in our job site de-
partment. Responsibilities 
include: passing out fliers 
around our job sites in nice 
suburban neighborhoods. 
Applicants should have 
excellent communication 
skills. Average producers 
make $400-$800 per week, 
$10/hr. + bonuses. Please 
call 897-7300 Monday, 
Aug. 26 & ask for Megan 
or Dan.

 

Coming Events
PLEASE NOTE  - Coming Events 
are for non-profit organizations. 
If you are charging admission for 
an event - it is considered an ad-
vertisement. Coming events are 
ran on a space available basis 
& ARE NOT GUARANTEED TO 
RUN. If you would like to make 
sure your event is placed in the 
paper, please call our office & 
place it as a classified ad. We 
will not run ANY Garage or Rum-
mage Sales as a coming event. 
All Coming Events or changes 
to coming events should be sub-
mitted by fax: 897-4809, email: 
classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com, by mail: PO Box 128, Low-
ell, MI 49331 or in person: 105 
N. Broadway, Lowell.

NA MEETING - Mondays, 6 p.m. 
at Lowell Serenity Club.

THE LOWELL BOARD OF 
EDUCATION - second Monday 
of the month at 7 p.m. in the 
Administration Building, 300 High 
St., Lowell.

WOMEN FOR SOBRIETY - 
meets every Monday, 7-8 p.m. 

help wanted services

at Bowne Center United Method-
ist Church, fellowship hall, 12051 
84th St., corner of Alden Nash. 
Call Sue at 868-6219 or www.
womenforsobriety.org

BOWNE TOWNSHIP HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY- meets the second 
Monday of the month at 10 a.m.  
in the Historical Museum at 84th/
Alden Nash.

NEEDLERS - Second & fourth 
Monday evenings, 5:30  to 8:30 
p.m. Schneider Manor Commu-
nity Room.

WOMEN OF THE MOOSE - third 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. for business 
meeting.

ALTO AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY - meets the second 
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
the Alto American Legion Post.

V.F.W. POST  #8303 - meets the 
first Monday at 7 p.m. at 3116 
Alden Nash S.E.

MWii GAME - Aug. 29, 2-4 p.m. at 
the Clarksville Village Hall. Clarks-

QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.TFN 

FRANKLIN LIFT CHAIR -  
Remote control brings chair 
to sitting, reclining & stand-
ing positions, beige color 
w/fabric protection. Used 2 
weeks. Paid $800, will sell 
for $500; accessories to fit 
a John Deere Sabre riding 
mower - model 1742GS 
(may fit others): garden 
trailer, $100; snowplow 
w/46 snowblade, including 
tire chains, $175. Call 676-
2631 or 648-3278.
KENMORE REFRIGERA-
TOR & STOVE SET - 
(2006), cost $900, sell 
$199 for pair. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

FREE AD! - Place & pay  for 
a classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger 
for 3 weeks & receive the 
4th week FREE! You must 
mention the special in order 
to receive this offer. Valid 
only with new classified 
ads, and must be paid for 
when ad is placed.  Call 
897-9555, fax 897-4809. 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell. 
Ph. 897-9261.

for sale
PRIVATE MUSIC LES-
SONS - for drums, guitar 
& trumpet. 11 years exp. 
Affordable. 1st hour lesson 
is a free trial. Your home or 
mine. Jake, 881-1535.
HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN   
TA X E S ,  PAY R O L L , 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
-  by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
0686.TFN    
POWER WASHING SER-
VICES - We power wash 
houses, decks, patios, small 
buildings. Call to schedule. 
J.R. Brower power washing. 
Free estimates, references! 
jbrower7@gmail.com or 
call 616-706-9519.
PIANO LESSONS - by 
seasoned, professional, 
performing musician. Pa-
tient & personable. 616-
915-9515.

NEED  A  DUMP-
STER? - 14 to 20 
yards available. Ga-
rage, attic, house-
hold cleanup, roof-
ing, trash, junk etc. 
Dependable service 
& affordable prices. 
Call for free esti-
mates. Contact Doug 
616-295-6640.TFN   

AYERS QUALITY KNIVES 
- USA, Germany, Italy & Ja-
pan. Brand new & A+ used. 
Outdoor hunting, pocket 
folding, collectors’ edition, 
vintage, steak knife sets. 
Buy - sell - trade. Free ap-
praisal. 616-498-0476.
JIM’S POWER WASHING 
- Dirt, spores, mildew 
washed away. Call today 
616-915-1745.

BUSINESS CARDS - Be-
fore you order your cards 
from somewhere else - 
check our rates!  Call Lowell 
Litho, 897-9261.
WALNUT HILL LAWN 
SERVICE - Mowing, rototill-
ing, general cleanup, trim 
small trees & shrubs & fertil-
ize. Free estimate, reason-
able rates & licensed. Call 
Aaron at 616-328-9558.
SHIP YOUR UPS PACK-
AGES WITH US & SAVE!! 
- Call us for a price compari-
son. We will need: weight, 
zip code & dimensions of 
the box. No Hazardous ma-
terials or firearms accepted 
at this location. Daily UPS 
pickup at  3  p.m. Lowell 
Ledger, 105 N. Broadway, 
897-9261.
YOGA CLASSES - at 901 
W. Main, $8 walk-in. Mixed 
level, Wed. 7:30 a.m. & Sat. 
9 a.m. Tues. & Thur., 6:30 
p.m. Gentle, Tues., 4:30 
p.m. www.thehammockllc.
com. 616-893-5661.
EARLY DEADLINE FOR 
LEDGER CLASSIFIED 
ADS - Due to Labor Day 
the classified ad deadline 
for the Sept. 4 is Fri., Aug. 
30 at noon. Lowell Ledger, 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell.

LARGE SALE - at 665 
Hunt St., Lowell. Fri., Aug. 
30 - Sun., Sept. 1. Wood 
working equipment & dust 
collection system, electric 
guitars, guitar amps, guitar 
pedals, drum set, house-
hold items, clothes, futon 
bunk bed, portable basket-
ball hoop, chest freezer & 
much more!
VALLEY VISTA COMMU-
NITY YARD SALE - 1800 
W. Main, Lowell. Fri. & Sat., 
Aug. 30 & 31, 8-4 p.m.
GARAGE SALE - Fri. & 
Sat., Aug. 30 & 31, 9 a.m. - 6 
p.m.   7970 Timpson, Alto. 
Boys clothes: size 0-10; 
educational toys, freezer, 
wine racks & accessories 
& lots more!
209 NORTH STREET 
- lots of little boy items & 
clothes. Nice big garage 
sale. Fri., Aug. 30 & Sat., 
Aug. 31, 9-?
HUGE YARD SALE - Aug. 
31, 9-5 p.m., Sept. 1, 12-5 
p.m. & Sept. 2, 9-5 p.m. Two 
houses became one, cloth-
ing, many household items, 
some furniture, piano. 130 
Rivertop Dr., Lowell.
4 1/2 MILES FROM DOWN-
TOWN LOWELL - on Grand 
River. Fri. thru Sun., 8/30 
- 9/1. 616-642-3681.

ville Area Library, 130 S. Main, 
Clarksville,  616-693-1001.

BLUEGRASS MUSIC FESTI-
VAL - Fri. & Sat.,  Sept., 20 & 21. 
Outdoor concert, campground 
jamming, instrument workshop, 
slow jams, vendors, bake sale, 
kids” activities. Camping avail-
able at Lowell Fairgrounds. 
Call 616-891-8825 or see www.
wmbma.org

FREE COMMODOTIES - Thurs., 
Sept. 5, 9-11 a.m.  at FROM 
Food Pantry,   11535 E. Fulton, 
Lowell.

NEW STORY TIME AT FROM 
- first Wed. of  every month 
beginning Wed., Sept. 4, 6-7 
p.m. at  FROM, 11535 E. Fulton, 
Lowell. 

KID CRAFT SATURDAY - Third 
Saturday of each month. Drop in 
anytime between 9 a.m. - noon. 
Make a craft & take it home. All 
ages are welcome. Alvah N. 
Belding Library, 302 E. Main, 
Belding. 616-794-1450.

UPS SHIPPING
FEDEX PICKUP

COPY  SERVICE,
(black & white & color!) 

 FAX SERVICE, 
  & MUCH MORE

  AVAILABLE AT THE 
LOWELL  LEDGER

BUYERS GUIDE 
105 N. Broadway

HOURS
M-Th. 8-5 p.m. 

Fri. 8-noon
Closed Sat. & Sun.

 Ph. 897-9261
Fax 897-4809

email:
ledger@lowellbuyers 

guide.com
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  - VOLLEYBALL

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE ADOPTION

LOWELL CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that at the regular meeting of the Lowell Charter 
Township Board held on August 19, 2013, Ordinance No. 01-2013 – 
Signs Permitted in the Commercial Zoning District, an amendment to the 
Lowell Charter Township Zoning Ordinance was adopted, a summary of 
which follows:

SECTION 1 - Section 18.07(d) of the Lowell Township Zoning Ordinance 
is hereby amended to read as follows:
(d)  A commercial establishment shall be permitted to have either a wall 
sign or an awning /canopy sign according to the following regulations: 

(1) Wall Sign. 
(i) Each commercial establishment as defined herein is permitted 
to have 1.5 sq. ft. of wall sign area for every one foot of lineal width 
of the commercial establishment with the width measured parallel 
to and at the main entrance of the commercial establishment 
between the side walls of the commercial establishment.  The 
maximum size of any single wall sign or the cumulative square 
footage of all wall signs for a commercial establishment shall not 
exceed 500 sq. ft. per wall.
(ii)  Each commercial establishment may place more than one wall 
sign on the exterior wall or walls of the commercial establishment 
which directly face or front upon a public street and above the 
exterior entrance to the commercial  establishment if the 
entrance does not face or front upon a public street.  
(2)  Awning/ Canopy Sign. Each commercial establishment as 
defined herein may place one awning/canopy sign on the exterior 
wall or walls of the commercial establishment which directly face 
or front upon a public street and above the exterior entrance to 
the commercial establishment if the entrance does not face or 
front upon a public street.   Such sign shall not exceed 32 square 
feet in total sign area. 

SECTION 2  Section 18.03 of the Lowell Township Zoning Ordinance 
being Definitions within Chapter 18, Signs and Billboards is hereby 
amended to ADD the following definition: 

Commercial Establishment - a business operating alone in a free 
standing building; a business independent of other businesses located 
in the same freestanding building; in a strip mall, a business completely 
separated from other businesses by walls from the ground up and with a 
door that may regularly be used by the public for exclusive ingress and 
egress to that business; in an enclosed structure with a shared climate 
controlled area; a business completely separated from other businesses 
by walls from the ground up and with a door or entrance that may 
regularly be used by the public for exclusive ingress and egress to that 
business and that may be closed to the public even while the common 
area is open to the public; and in an office building, a business holding 
itself out to the public as a single entity, independent of other businesses 
or persons. 
This Ordinance shall become effective September 4, 2013.  A copy of the 
complete text of the ordinance can be obtained at the Lowell Township 
offices, 2910 Alden Nash SE, Lowell, MI, 49331 during regular office 
hours.

Linda S. Regan, Clerk
Lowell Charter Township

 

SPORTS
Red Arrow

by Karen Jack

Armed with a new 
coach and some new 
players, the girls’ volleyball 
team started their season 
with a bang making it to 
the finals at the Hamilton 
Invitational tournament this 
weekend.

Volleyball team makes it to finals in first tourney
The team started out 

beating Zeeland West, 25-9, 
25-10. They went on to win 
against Cedar Springs (25-
16, 25-22), Comstock Park 
(25-12, 25-9) and Hamilton 
(25-18, 25-23). 

They split with Otsego 
(23-25, 25-19) but still 
managed to make it to the 
finals to bring home the 
trophy.

In the finals, they met 
Hamilton again. Having 

come out on top against 
them earlier in the day, the 
girls were hopeful to bring 
home the win. They couldn’t 
get past them however and 
lost (18-25, 23-25) and took 
home second place.

Abby Bladey led the 
team in kills for the day with 
46, followed by Aubreigh 
Steed with 35. Bladey, along 
with Grace Quiggle and 
Katie Bush, each had five 
aces on the day in serving. 
Kortney Beachler led the 
team with 50 digs. A dig 
is stopping the ball from 
hitting the ground after a 
serve or a spike. Bethany 
Kaczanowski and Bladey 

each had 28 digs. Bush led 
the team with five blocks.

The team’s new head 
coach, Cassie McFarland, 
was pleased with the team’s 
performance,

 “Taking second in this 
tournament was a great 
start to our season. We are 
excited for what’s to come 
for Lowell volleyball.” said 
McFarland.

McFarland took over 
the head coaching job this 
year and has already gotten 
a great start. She comes 
to Lowell with plenty of 
experience having coached 
the JV team at Calvin 
College for the past ten 

years. Now she’s come 
home to work with the high 
school team. 

“When the varsity 
volleyball position opened, 
we felt a calling for me 
to be here also.  I am very 
excited for this year. I have 
an amazing group of girls 
that I am excited to continue 
to get to know and teach.”

McFarland is married 
to Lowell Middle School 
teacher, Jason McFarland. 
They have three boys - Ari, 
Weston and Jaxon.

The team will travel to 
Cadillac on Thursday for a 
tournament in Cadillac that 
begins at 9 am.

 

Kourtney Beachler digs in, above, and Aubreigh Steed gets one over 
the net.
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AUGUST 21 - AUGUST 27

SUDOKU

Puzzle Solutions for this week 
are on page 12

Black & White and Color
Quick Service, Great Quality

105 N. Broadway, Lowell • 897-9261

COPY SERVICE

FOR THIS 
WEEK'S POLL

visit 
WWW.

thelowellledger
.com

This week's 
Online

Poll 
With no resolution 

yet between the city 
of Lowell and the union 

- after 20 months - 
who do you think is 
most responsible 

for prolonging 
the process?

THEME: 
POPULAR 

EXPRESSIONS

ACROSS
1. Aladdin's hang-out
6. Dear one
9. Frosh, next year
13. Single-cell 
protozoan
14. Similar to ostrich 
but in Australia
15. Dugout vessel
16. Wealthy one who 
made fortune in Orient
17. Dashboard acronym
18. Bring upon oneself
19. *Eat ______ pie
21. *To kick this is to 
expire
23. *Busy as a ___
24. Female version of 
#6 Across in England
25. Mountain basin
28. Forbidden fruit, e.g.
30. Ready to be 
assembled
35. *Let it down and 
relax
37. Femme fatale
39. Give a speech
40. Beige
41. Often goes with 
"flowed"
43. This of a circle 
equals pi times r 
squared
44. Moved on runners
46. Length of earth's 
orbit
47. Diagnostic test
48. Strep throat organ
50. Bayonet wound
52. Typographer's 
measurement units
53. Retained
55. ___ shot
57. *Flatter someone, 
or ______ one up
60. Croquet hitter
63. Joseph Stalin's 
sidekick

64. *Do you have one in 
the hole?
66. Org. symbols
68. Admiral's group
69. "You're it" game
70. Grind down
71. Happy
72. About when one will 
arrive
73. Biter in the ring

DOWN
1. Embargo
2. Asian nurse
3. Asian domesticated 
ox
4. Mushroom maker
5. Rectangular groove 
joint
6. Arid
7. Mischief-maker
8. "Dancing with the 
Stars" number
9. *It did this like a stone
10. *Shame on you for 
fooling me ____
11. Sad grimace
12. ___ Royal Highness
15. Famous Roman 
orator
20. Depart
22. Strike caller
24. Most foolish
25. *Boasters beat this
26. Mad one
27. Rice wine
29. *Don't throw this out 
with bathwater
31. "-zoic" periods

32. Travesty
33. It included Mr. T
34. *Spill them to reveal 
a secret
36. Regrets
38. Bog deposit
42. *_____ queen
45. Dictator's order
49. A Spike ___ joint
51. *Bite this to endure 
an unpleasant situation
54. Blabber
56. *No guts, no _____
57. *Saving device
58. Carbamide
59. *Happens to 
your tongue when 
speechless?
60. Huge or large
61. The conscious 
mind, pl.
62. One of many 
errands
63. Roald Dahl's "The 
___"
65. *Tongue stealer
67. John McCain, e.g.

•	 August	28	marks	 the	50th	anniversary	of	 the	
day	 Martin	 Luther	 King	 delivered	 his	 most	
famous	"I	have	a	dream"	speech	in	Washington	
D.C.	on	the	steps	of	the	Lincoln	Memorial.	One	
of	 the	 most	 memorable	 lines	 of	 that	 speech	
was,	 "I	 have	 a	 dream	 that	 my	 four	 children	
will	one	day	live	in	a	nation	where	they	will	not	
be	judged	by	the	color	of	their	skin	but	by	the	
content	of	their	character."	

•	 A	huge	fire	burning	in	Yosemite	National	Park	
is	20%	contained.	The		fire	has	grown	to	about	
252	square	miles.

•	 The	 penalty	 phase	 of	 the	 trial	 that	 ended	 in	
a	guilty	verdict	against	Maj.	Nidal	Hasan	has	
begun.	The	jury	of	13	military	officers	must	be	
unanimous	to	deliver	a	military	death	sentence	
against	 Hasan	 for	 killing	 13	 people	 and	
wounding	 more	 than	 30	 others	 at	 the	 Texas	
military	base.
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897-9555
105 N. Broadway

Lowell

• CATALOGS 
• FLIERS/COUPONS  

• BROCHURES 
• POST CARDS  

• BUSINESS CARDS 
• ENVELOPES

• LETTERHEAD 
• BOOKLETS

• PROGRAMS 
• POSTERS

 AND 
 MUCH MORE!

From 
black & 
white to 
full color 

we’ll 
give your 
printed 

materials

IMPACT!

COMPLETE 

DESIGN STAFF

the case to the public. 
Furthermore, there are 
two unfair labor practice 
(ULP) charges filed with 
the Michigan Employment 

Relations Commission 
(MERC) going to trial and 
these trials are also open to 
the public.

Brecken responded 

to mayor Hodges that the 
public can and should be 
involved in the entire trial 
according to Michigan law.

Trierweiler was present 
to flesh out her complaint 
about city manager Howe. 
Howe and Trierweiler 
had worked together 
in Ionia County when 
Howe was Ionia County 
Administrator. Trierweiler 
outlined stories of, in her 
words, manipulation and 
deception, whereby Howe 
blocked out the public 
and mistreated public 
employees. When asked if 
she had documentation of 

any misdeeds, Trierweiler 
spoke of fudged financial 
ledgers that she had gone 
through line by line.

“He was an expert at 
distraction, deception and 
playing a really mean shell 
game,” Trierweiler said.

Lowell Light and 
Power board member Perry 
Beachum thanked Brecken 
for his educational speech 
but scorned Trierweiler for 
being unproductive.

“I feel like I’m at a 
meeting that is trying to 
remove councilmembers,” 
Beachum said.

Fellow Lowell Light 
and Power board member 
Greg Canfield said that he 
came for a question and 
answer session, not for an 
indictment.

Lowell Light and 
Power employee Jon 
Francis addressed Beachum, 
Canfield and their fellow 
board members for Lowell 
Light and Power and the 
city of Lowell by saying 
he believes they are good 
people, but that Mark 
Howe is not telling them 
everything. He explained 
that utility employees were 
asked to abandon their 
pre-existing careers and in 
exchange, they were given 
a list of benefits. They 
carried out their end of 
the deal, but now the city 
legislature is attempting 
to deny the need to carry 

out their end. Francis said 
that there was no apparent 
reason for benefit denial. In 
fact, he claimed that Lowell 
Light and Power had a great 
year fiscally. Francis said 
the explanation they were 
offered was, “Well, that’s 
what Mark Howe wants to 
do.”

Beachum argued that 
some new benefits had 
been substituted for the old 
benefits but the results of 
that claim were contentious.

Several other residents 
told the stories of local utility 
workers who have sacrificed 
much in the several years 
they have been employed by 
Lowell, especially in light 
of the recent flood.

“It’s a process,” Hodges 
said. “It takes time.”

When asked whether 
the city gets to force their 
contract on utility workers 
if the process takes too 
long, Hodges would not 
give confirmation. Brecken 
stated that according to 
law, if there are at least 60 

days of impasse after fact-
finding has concluded, the 
last, best offer presented by 
the employer is the contract. 
The implication, which 
board members disputed, 
is that the process is being 
stalled in order to force the 
union’s hand.

Barber stated that her 
goal was to prompt city 
officials to wonder why 
so many people suddenly 
wanted a union especially 
when, as Francis pointed 
out, these were the same 
employees who voted down 
a union years ago and who 
have a strong distaste for 
unions.

Canfield was positive 
about the results of the 
negotiations.

“A contract will get 

negotiated and settled,” 
Canfield said. He added that 
service will not change and 
that hopefully employees 
will stay.

Because of his years 
of service in the Lowell 
community through 
Canfield Plumbing & 
Heating and various 
volunteer endeavors, 
Canfield’s promises were 
hard to discredit. But the 
purpose of VOICE setting 
up this discussion was to 
give the people of Lowell 
the information to judge for 
themselves so they don’t 
have to simply trust their 
elected officials.

People on both sides of 
contract negotiations were 
able to admit that this was 
the best discussion they 
have had on the subject 
in two years. Barber and 
VOICE of Lowell hope that 
it will be the first of many.

For more information 
on VOICE of Lowell, visit 
voiceoflowell.org

Public forum, continued

LL&P board member Perry Beachum.

Mayor Hodges addressed some questions.

LL&P employee Jon Francis.
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