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Assistant scout master of Boy Scout Troop 102 selling fraser fir wreaths 
outside the Grand Volute Ballroom.
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by Sharon Miller
contributing reporter

A tradition that Jody 
Haybarker began with a 
handful of female crafter's 
during hunting season long 
ago has exploded in size 
over time and Christmas 
Through Lowell completed 
its 20th year on Sunday.

Twenty charming 
years of tradition
Christmas Through Lowell

pages 7-11

Shoppers wandered the 
hilly woods and meadows of 
outlying Lowell venues and 
strolled the sidewalks of its 
quaint downtown, with tour 
guide in hand, in search of 
the familiar wooden Christ-
mas tree marker. 

A unique item for every 
taste could be found, with 
item prices ranging from $3 
to more than $1,000. Count-
less shoppers, including 
new Lowell resident Carrie 

photos by Sharon Miller

by Ellen Mork,
contributing reporter

During Monday night’s 
Lowell City Council 
meeting, a promising way 
to revitalize downtown 
Lowell was discussed. 
There are a number of 
properties downtown that 
could potentially contain 
hazardous materials. 

Christmas Through Lowell, 
continued, page 15

Team looks to revitalize Lowell brownfields
As a result, Triterra, an 
environmental consulting 
firm, has offered to do an 
assessment of the downtown 
historic area. Triterra’s 
DREAM team, or the 
Downtown Revitalization 
Environmental Assessment 
Model team, would be 
in charge of helping 
Lowell become more 
environmentally sound. 

This assessment 
would include walking 
through buildings, 
checking for hazardous 
materials, reviewing the 
Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality’s 
database and reviewing 
historical information. The 
total cost for these services 
is $1,000. Permission by 
property owners must be 
granted for an assessment 
on prospective properties. 

Because of this, the 

assessment would only be 
completed if 25 percent of 
the owners in the downtown 
area agreed to have their 
properties assessed. A 
database for the downtown 
area would also be created 
for $500. This will become 
public information. The 
database will include photos, 
building conditions and any 
environmental concerns. 
The city council passed a 
motion for this downtown 
database to be created.

There are many benefits 
to this agreement. The 
cost for one property to be 
assessed can be north of 
$2,000. The DREAM team 
would assess the entire 
downtown historic area 
for what one assessment 
normally costs. Also, 
having knowledge of where 
environmental concerns 
are is highly beneficial. 

For a potential buyer, the 
knowledge of whether a 
property is environmentally 
safe is invaluable. It not 
only saves them money, but 
also time in trying to make 
an unsafe property viable. 

Once the assessment 
is complete, the DREAM 
team will help Lowell move 
forward and find ways 
to make any brownfields 
(abandoned, closed or 
underused commercial 
buildings) viable. One 
negative aspect of this 
project is that if a building 
contains potentially harmful 
materials, the building 
owners may not want this 
information given to the 
public, which is an issue 
the city is taking into 
consideration. 

The city council has 
given thought to permitting 
the assessments to be given 

to the building owners 
and allowing them to 
resolve the issues privately. 
Mark Howe, the city 
manager, hopes to have 
this undertaking funded 
by outside sources. Lowell 
is inviting all downtown 
businesses to the town hall 
meeting November 27th 
at 7 pm, to discuss this 
opportunity.

Other points discussed 
at the meeting included city 
manager Howe’s open office 
hours on Tuesdays from 
1:30 to 3. He is available to 
answer questions regarding 
any city issue. The Historic 
District Commission, 
airport board and arbor 
board are looking to fill one 
vacant seat each. Please 
contact the city at 897-8457 
for further information if 
you are interested in filling 
a position.

Cathy Razmus was selling home decor items at 
Home for the Holidays. thanks

community

home fire

Happy
Thanksgiving
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ROGUE RIVER ARTISANS
The Rogue River Artisans will hold their 30th anniver-

sary show at Lowell High School on Dec. 1 from 9 am to 4 
pm. Lunch will be served. The entry fee is $1 and proceeds 
from that and the lunch will go toward area causes. For 
more information contact Robin or Rick White at 691-7443.

 
CLAY ART CLASS

Artist Janet Krueger will teach “Clay Art – Buttons & 
Pendants” at LowellArts!, 149 S. Hudson, Wed., Dec. 5 and 
12, from 5-7 pm. For more information, call 897-8545 or 
visit www.lowellartsmi.org

 
FREE COMMODITIES

Commodities food order for low income families, 
Thurs., Dec. 6, 9 am – 4 pm has been moved to Flat River 
Outreach Ministries (FROM), 11535 E. Fulton. Bring proof 
of income and Social Security numbers for each member of 
household. Please bring bags. Call Virginia, 897-8754 with 
questions.

Feel free to send your event information to the Ledger for Along 
Main St. All submission requests for Along Main St. are subject to space 
limitations. The Ledger makes no assurances that they will appear in 
print.  To ensure that an event notification will appear in the Ledger, it 
is best to  place a paid advertisement. All efforts will be made to place 
suitable items in the Along Main St. column but they are printed at the 
discretion of the publisher. For profit events, church services, yard sales 
and the like, will not appear in this column.

along
 main 
  street
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FEED STORE
TARBARD FARMS S

for all your livestock, bird 
and deer needs
OPEN

 Thursday & Friday 8 to 6
Saturday 8 to 2

Corner of Montcalm & Grand River/Riverside

(616) 897-9147
or starbardfarms@att.net

Simon & Kara Kelley

Pet Line 
Coming 
Soon!

COAT DRIVE FOR THE VETS
Curtis Cleaners and the VFW are collecting new and 

used coats for both men and women living at the Veterans 
Home in Grand Rapids. The coat drive will run through 
Nov. 31. There are about 60 women living at the Veterans 
Home. Curtis Cleaners and Laundry at 1410 W. Main in 
Lowell has graciously offered to be a drop-off point for coat 
donations.

 
SLEIGH BELLS & HOLLY: 

A GALLERY OF FINE ART AND GIFTS
LowellArts! King Gallery will open the doors Nov. 8 

thru Dec. 22 for its annual Sleigh Bells & Holly: A Gal-
lery of Fine Art and Gifts, a holiday market featuring over 
40 area fine artisans. Gallery hours are Tuesday - Saturday 
from 10 am to 6 pm.

 
FREE ZUMBA PARTY

Everyone welcome, come for some or stay for all, 8-10 
am on Thanksgiving Day, at the Lowell YMCA. Please 
bring canned goods for FROM. Call 897-8445 for more de-
tails.

RELAY FOR LIFE 
CHRISTMAS TREE SALE

Nov. 23 thru Dec. 18, Mon. - Fri, 9 am to 7 pm; Sat. 9 
am to 6 pm; Sun. 12 pm to 5 pm. Located at 677 Lincoln 
Lake SE, Lincoln Lake Business Park. Scotch pine, fras-
er, douglas and spruce available, also wreaths, centerpieces 
and tree bags. All proceeds donated to ACS, Lowell Area 
Relay for Life.

 
MERRY MAKERS CRAFT SHOW

The 8th annual Merry Makers Craft Show at Impact 
Church, 1070 N. Hudson, Sat., Dec. 1, 9 am – 4 pm.

  

Murray Lake fifth graders celebrated the Thanksgiving week by acting out 
Christopher Columbus' finding of the Americas and having their own feast with family 
members.

Paul Jacobus, fifth grade social studies teacher, started the event nine years ago.  "I 
started doing this the first year we came to Murray Lake and it has become a tradition.  
The students love putting on the skit and it is great to have all of the parents come in and 
share a meal with us."

The morning started with the Columbus play that the students had been practicing 
for several weeks. Following the play, there were Thanksgiving activities and then the 
big feast.  Eight turkeys were cooked and parents brought in several dishes to go along 
with the meal. Both parents and students enjoyed the events. 

Thanksgiving festivities

volunteering opportunities

lend a hand

Fountain View of Lowell, a local organization whose 
mission is to provide high quality senior lifestyle services 
that promote the value and dignity of every person, is cur-
rently accepting applications for a variety of volunteer po-
sitions. Opportunities are available for students and adults 
who are interested in helping us fulfill our mission on a dai-
ly, weekly, or monthly basis. Examples of service roles in-
clude leading or assisting with a variety of activities such 
as games, crafts, spa days, building projects, music, social-
izing, participating in landscaping projects or other outdoor 
activities like gardening, contributing to the monthly news-
letter, and being involved in the planning, decorating, and/
or facilitating for special events like holiday and family par-
ties and outings. If you have a few extra hours each week or 
month, please consider offering your time, talents and love 
to the senior residents here at Fountain View of Lowell. You 
may contact Elisa White, the Life Enrichment director of 
Fountain View of Lowell, at 616-897-8413 ext. 111 or e-
mail her at fvl.active@leisure-living.com
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Week of 
Nov. 26, 2012

LUNCH MENU

 WG pancakes w/
turkey sausage, warm 
cinnamon apples, fruit & 
veggie bar: broccoli florets, 
baby carrots, orange 
wedges, pears, milk.

Homemade 
pepperoni pizza on whole 
wheat, seasoned corn, fruit 
& veggie bar: red pepper 
strips, celery sticks, 
mandarin oranges, pears, 
milk.

 Breaded fish sticks 
w/WG roll, herb broccoli & 
cauliflower, fruit & veggie 
bar: baby carrots, 
cantaloupe, applesauce, 
mixed fruit, milk.

Turkey & gravy 
w/dinner roll (WG breaded 
chicken nuggets served at 
Bushnell), mashed 
potatoes w/gravy, fruit & 
veggie bar: romaine side 
salad, cucumber coins,  
banana, peaches, milk.

 Cheese quesadilla 
(breaded chicken 
sandwich on WG roll 
served at Bushnell), refried 
beans, fruit & veggie bar: 
romaine side salad, baby 
carrots, peaches, apple, 
milk.

by Karen Jack

Linda Schumak-
er smelled a “weird kind 
of burning” after coming 
home from the store. She 
walked into her home and 
smelled something strange, 
but she thought perhaps she 
was imagining. She then 

Fire in Lowell contained by the fire department
went into her bedroom and 
changed her clothes but con-
tinued to smell it.

“I thought it smelled 
like burning, but an odd kind 
of burning.”

 She went into her bath-
room and saw smoke com-
ing from the furnace reg-

ister. Quickly calling 911 
she began searching for her 
three cats. The smoke was 
becoming too much so she 
left with one cat, hoping her 
other two would get them-
selves out.

The Lowell Area Fire 
Department showed up al-
most immediately and was 
able to contain the fire.

“These trailers have 
a seven-minute fire time,” 
said fire chief Frank Mar-
tin, meaning they have sev-
en minutes before the entire 
trailer would be totally de-
stroyed.

Martin said they were 
able to save most of the 
trailer. They had to break a 
couple of windows and put 
a hole in her roof, but the 
fire was mostly contained to 
underneath the trailer and a 
room on the south end.Smoke billows out of the home.

Firefighters map out their plan to finish the job.

 “It wasn’t a complete 
loss, but she had an awful lot 
of soot to deal with,” added 
Martin.

Schumaker was more 
concerned about her two 
cats and was hoping they 
had gotten out of her home. 
Unfortunately, Martin con-
firmed that both cats per-
ished in the fire. It took the 
fire department about two 
hours on scene to ensure it 
didn’t have any more hot 
spots.

Martin said the cause 
of the fire was probably the 
blower on her furnace and 
Schumaker confirmed that 
she was having problems 
with the furnace, but said 
she hadn’t been running it 
because of the problems.

Schumaker had no in-
surance on the trailer.

by Karen Jack

Last Wednesday, an 
attempted home invasion 
on Riverside Drive ended 
in the arrest of Keefer 
Riley, age 20. Riley is being 
charged with attempted 
home invasion and minor in 
possession .

The homeowners heard 
someone trying to break 
in around 10:40 pm and 
one of them chased after 
the suspect, but lost him. 
A Kent County canine 
unit tracked Riley down at 

Suspect jailed for attempted home invasion
his home, which led to his 
arrest. 

This is the second 
attempt by Riley  to enter 
the same home. The 
homeowner recognized him 
from the previous incident.

Riley has a history of 
home invasion, according 
to Sgt. Scott Bukula of the 
Lowell Police Department, 
including one in Eastgate 
about a year ago. That time 
he was held at gunpoint by 

the homeowner until the 
police arrived. 

“People need to keep 
their doors locked, but this 
isn’t a common occurrence 
in Lowell,” said Bukula.

Riley originally had 
a $2,500 bond, but was 
remanded to custody because 
of a probation violation. 
His court appearance has 
been adjourned and he will 
remain in jail until a future 
court date.Keefer Riley

On Friday, Novem-
ber 9, 2012, Detective Scot 
VanSolkema of the Lowell 
Police Department gradu-
ated from the Northwestern 
University, Center for Pub-
lic Safety, School of Police 
Staff and Command, Class 
#328 with 36 other law en-
forcement professionals 
from West Michigan.  The 
class was conducted at the 
Ottawa County Sheriff De-

Detective graduates from Northwestern
partment facility in West 
Olive.  The School of Po-
lice Staff and Command is 
an intensive ten-week pro-
gram that prepares law en-
forcement managers for se-
nior positions by uniquely 
combining academic prin-
ciples with practical appli-
cations.    Research is a key 
component of the School of 
Police Staff and Command 
and many times a student’s 

research project comes di-
rectly from the timely and 
critical issues facing that 
student’s agency.  Detective 
VanSolkema’s research cen-
tered on the efficient use of 
police agency financial re-
sources, alternative funding 
sources and the maximiza-
tion of fee recovery through 
the use of city ordinance vi-
olations versus state law vi-
olations.

Detective Scot VanSolkema

The deadline to request 
funds from the Lowell Com-
munity Fund is noon, Fri-
day, December 7, 2012. 

To receive consider-
ation and approval, all re-
quests must be for funds that 
will aid local organizations 
in providing help to persons 
in the Lowell area.

The Heart of West 
Michigan United Way has 
set the December date aside 
for those qualified to receive 
funding for 2013.

Lowell Community 
Fund accepting requests

Request forms may be 
picked up at Dr. James Rea-
gan's office at 207 W. Main 
St., or at the main branch of 
Huntington Bank at 414 E. 
Main St.

Rhe formal request 
forms include a demo-
graphic data sheet on clients 
served, how funds from the 
previous year were spent 
and the annual budget for 
the organization requesting 
funds. 

Since 1955 up through 
2012, the Lowell Communi-
ty Fund has dispersed over 
$275,000 into the commu-
nity.

"It is important to note 
that this funding program is 
entirely separate from the 
Harold Englehardt funding 
program which is handled 
through the Grand Rapids 
Foundation," said Dr. Bob 
Reagan, secretary/treasurer 
of the fund.

COPY SERVICE
Black & White and Color

Quick Service, Great Quality

105 N. Broadway, Lowell • 897-9261
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TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 897-9261

BILL WHEELER

MICHIGAN

103 Riverside Dr. 
Lowell, Michigan 

49331
616-897-7711

209 E. Main St.
Lowell, MI  49331

RICH CURTIS
(616) 897-5686

In-Home Appliance Repair

350 North Center Street
Lowell, Michigan

616-897-8473 or 
616.292.1031

www.laurelsofkent.com

• Rehab Services • Respite Stays 
• Long Term Care • Pallitive  Care

Able to admit 24/7

• 24/7 Pet Care • Doggy Daycare
 • Senior Pet Care Specialists

Jon & Jenny Bach Owners
13975 28th St. SE • Lowell, MI

business   
  directory

thelowellledger.com
Check us out online ...

Make us your homepage!

Christopher C. Godbold

financial
focus $

Family Dentistry of Lowell

147 North CeNter Street, LoweLL
www.FAMILYDeNtIStrYoFLoweLL.CoM

ANN wILSoN, D.D.S.  |  JeNNIFer BYrD, D.D.S.

At the Family Dentistry of Lowell you’re more 
than a patient. You’re part of my family. 

That’s why I want you to be comfortable.

Heated neck pillows. 
Natural lighting. 
The music you like.

I’ve been serving families like yours since 1991.

Aren’t you ready for a better dental experience?

DoesYour DeNtISt
CoMFortABLe?make You

Now ACCeptINg New pAtIeNtS – CALL: 616-897-4835  

Feel

0901038

Even though life is busy, take 
a moment to reflect on what’s 
most important. For peace of 
mind, protect your family with  
State Farm® life insurance. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Life insurance shouldn’t wait. 

BUSY. BUSY.
BUSY. BUSY. 
BUSY.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Deborah A Wilks, Agent
2050 W Main Street

Lowell, MI 49331
Bus: 616-897-9237

deborah.wilks.pwmq@statefarm.com

If you depend on fixed-
income investments for at 
least part of your income, 
you probably haven’t been 
too happy in recent years, as 
interest rates have hit histor-
ic lows. Nonetheless, even 
in a low-rate environment, 
you can broaden the income-
producing potential of your 
investment portfolio.

However, before taking 
action, it’s helpful to know 
what the near-term direc-
tion of interest rates may 
look like. The Federal Re-
serve has stated that it plans 
to keep short-term rates at 
their current historic lows 
until at least mid-2015. The 
Fed doesn’t control long-
term rates, making them 
somewhat less predictable, 
but it’s still likely that these 
rates will rise sooner than 
short-term ones.

In any case, rather than 
worry about something you 
can’t control – that is, inter-
est rate movements – try to 

focus on those things you 
can accomplish. And one 
achievable goal is to cre-
ate an investment mix that 
includes three types of in-
come: variable, reliable and 
rising.

• Variable income 
investments – Some vari-
able income investments, 
such as certificates of de-
posit (CDs), offer signifi-
cant protection of principal, 
and the value of your in-
vestment won’t change with 
fluctuating interest rates, 
provided you hold your CD 
until maturity. Of course, 
current rates are quite low, 
which means CDs provide 
you with little income to-
day, but their rates have the 
potential to rise along with 
short-term interest rates.

• Reliable income 
investments – When you 
purchase reliable income 
investments, which can in-
clude individual bonds, 
you have the opportunity 

to earn more income today, 
and more consistent income 
over time, than you’d typi-
cally get from variable in-
come investments. How-
ever, you will likely also 
experience greater price 
fluctuations as interest rates 
change. Specifically, as in-
terest rates rise, the price of 
your existing bonds typical-
ly will fall.

• Rising income in-
vestments – When investing 
for income, you’ll want to 
keep at least one eye on in-
flation – because if the inter-
est rates paid on your CDs 
and individual bonds are 
lower than the annual infla-
tion rate, you may lose pur-
chasing power. If this gap 
persists over time, it could 
grow into a real problem for 
you. Consequently, you’ll 
want at least some of your 
investment income to come 
from rising income invest-
ments, such as dividend-
paying stocks. Of course, 
not all stocks pay dividends, 
but with the help of your fi-
nancial advisor, you can find 
companies that have paid – 
and even increased – their 
dividends for many years 
running. And if you don’t 
actually need the dividends 
to supplement your cash 
flow, you can reinvest them 
to build your ownership 
stake in these stocks. Keep 
in mind, though, that com-
panies can reduce or discon-
tinue dividends at any time. 
Also, remember that stock 
prices will constantly rise 
and fall, so the value of your 
principal could decline.

As you can see, all three 
types of income-producing 
investments – variable, reli-
able and rising – offer some 
benefits, along with some 
risks of which you need to 
be aware. But putting to-
gether a mix of these invest-
ments that’s appropriate for 
your individual needs, goals 
and risk tolerance may help 
you boost the productivity 
of the “income” portion of 
your portfolio – no matter 
what’s happening with in-
terest rates. 

Battle those low rates – 
with three types of income
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By Joanna Barr

viewpoint
to the editor

outdoors
Dave Stegehuisawaken your senses

Dear Editor,
National Small Busi-

ness Saturday is Saturday, 
Nov. 24. The third annu-
al small business Saturday 
event urges each of us to 
shop local independently 
owned businesses to sup-
port the small business sec-
tor which is so vital to our 
local economy. I strongly 
encourage the Lowell com-
munity consumers to be 
part of this nationwide ini-
tiative and take time to see 
all that our local businesses 
have to offer.

Additionally, I hope 

that during this holiday sea-
son, everyone makes a con-
certed effort to support local 
business. Shop local means 
you believe in your neigh-
bors that work so hard each 
and every day and supports 
all the functions we enjoy 
all year long. Shop local is a 
way of acting, thinking and 
creating jobs. Imagine what 
Lowell can be if we all sup-
port local area businesses 
year-round.

Sincerely,
Jon Jacobs

Publisher
Lowell Ledger/Buyers Guide

Shop local is more than a slogan

Every generation ex-
periences life challenges 
which are unique to their 
time in history. Today, many 
people are overbooked and 
constantly overwhelmed by 
a flood of information from 
multiple media sources and 
instant communication. 
The mind is always jump-
ing from one distraction to 
the next. Only time will tell 
what the long term mental 
and physical effects of these 
conditions will be.

A good way to slow 
life down and sooth fraz-
zled nerves is to take to the 
woods, fields, and waters 
in search of peace and soli-
tude. Opportunities to do so 
abound in rural areas as well 
as what is left of our wilder-
ness. Even large cities like 

New York have natural ar-
eas accessible to its citizens. 
One of our presidents was 
addressing the nation on a 
critical world issue from the 
Oval Office when a squirrel 
on the White House lawn ap-
peared through the window 
over the president’s shoul-
der. The little rodent was 
more concerned about stor-
ing up acorns for the long 
D.C. winter than an impend-
ing human crisis as his ac-
tivity was witnessed around 
the world in real time.

Once out in the coun-
tryside, one must take a 
deep breath and concentrate 
on clearing the mind and 
focus on the surroundings. 
This requires all of the sens-
es. When was the last time 
you listened carefully to a 

bird call and thought about 
which species you were 
hearing? The rustle of dry 
leaves announces the pres-
ence of another forest crea-
ture. Can you guess which 
one? Wind blowing through 
pine boughs or a light chop 
lapping on the hull of a 
small fishing boat on a sum-
mer afternoon could lull 
anyone to sleep.

Spring is the most ar-
omatic time of the year 
when the fragrance of fresh 
blooming flowers fills the 
air. Fertile wet earth takes 
on an aroma that promises 
nourishment for new life. 
The smell of a cedar swamp 
creates an ambience which 
defines the northern wilder-
ness.

 Have you ever taken 
the time to watch animals 
go about their daily busi-
ness? They have survived 
out there on their own for 
a long time and are experts 

at what they do. The observ-
er can witness feeding hab-
its as well as social issues 
being settled by members 
of the wildlife community. 
Forest residents are usually 
very busy, but I did have a 
deer sleep under my tree 
stand for an afternoon.  I am 
presently sharing my pop-
up deer blind with a vole 
who is enjoying his spa-
cious new home.

All this may seem 
strange to some folks, but 
the point is that despite our 
high tech, fast paced lives, 
the natural world has not 
changed. We can still en-
joy the wonders of nature in 
the same way as those who 
lived in less complicated 
times. Connecting with na-
ture on its own terms can 
calm us down and possibly 
change our perspective on 
our role in a dynamic and 
complex world. Take time 
to smell the roses. 

Looking Back, continued, page 12

LAS Superintendent Greg Pratt

sharing 
the vision

Continuous change 
rocks Michigan’s world of 
education

Never before has edu-
cation endured the rapid 
change that is so pervasive 
in schools today. The chang-
es in education are radically 
transforming the face of ac-
ademia as we know it. Think 
about how the impact that 
the internet alone has had on 
how we learn, research, and 
access information. That is 
only one example of the sig-
nificant change in our class-
rooms and how instruction 
is delivered to our students. 
Now consider the use of in-
structional tools like iPads, 
NEOs, and Smart Boards, 
and we are quickly remind-
ed of the considerable de-
parture from chalkboards, 
books, or overhead projec-
tors. Our curriculum and in-
structional strategies are im-
mersed in new technologies, 
innovative high school op-
tions, and on-line learning. 
Anyone who watched our 
newscasters as they tracked 
election results can clear-
ly see how technology has 
changed how we live and 
learn.  

Technology is not the 
only drastic change to edu-
cation.  Michigan has insti-
tuted a set of state-led edu-
cation standards called the 
Common Core State Stan-
dards. These K-12 standards 

“A moving target”

were developed in collab-
oration with a variety of 
stakeholders including con-
tent experts, states, teachers, 
school administrators and 
parents. The standards es-
tablish clear and consistent 
goals for learning that will 
prepare America's children 
for success in college and 
work. The Common Core 
standards have been woven 
into the academic culture of 
Lowell Area Schools. This 
instructional change has 
been accompanied by signif-
icant professional develop-
ment and hundreds of hours 
of study and hard work 
on the part of our staff. Of 
course, when dramatic cur-
ricular changes are made, 
changes in assessment fol-
lows. In a nutshell, this as-
sessment, called SMARTER 
Balanced Assessment Con-
sortium, is being developed 
in a series of formative, in-
terim, and summative as-
sessments based on the 
Common Core Standards. 
These assessments will ulti-
mately replace standardized 
tests like MEAP and MME.  

Another change that is 
significant for our district 
and staff that is not evident 
in the classroom is the state 
retirement reform and bud-
geting that you may have 

140 years ago
Lowell Weekly Journal

November 21, 1872
While working off last week’s edition of the 

JOURNAL, Frank Hathaway, a printer of this office, 
accidentally got his right hand severely bruised by the 
cylinder of the press. A dozen pair of sheriff handcuffs 
could not have held him closer. Audible sounds were 
at once heard in the vicinity of the captured Frank. We 
wanted him to take his hand away and let the press 
move on, but he wouldn’t and finally it became evident 
that his reasons were sufficient, for he couldn’t. Upon 
taking the press apart he immediately took his hand 
out o’ that, without anybody telling him to and to-day, 
while he calmly tells the story of the “hidden hand,” 
he never forgets to bless the man who first invented 
monkey wrenches. Frank is again at his post of duty, 
but will be allowed hereafter to hold his hands out of 
the window while the press is in motion.

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
November 21, 1912

The business men’s street cleaning gang was 
out again in force Tuesday morning. The council will 
please notice that a clean street is desired.

Monroe street was newly graveled at large expense 

last winter and now some one has been throwing 
dirt onto that portion fronting the Central school lot, 
evidently to make more mud. Shows poor sense or 
indifference to public rights.

The Village Council committee appointed to 
investigate the matter of street sweeper finds that in 
some places where tried the sweepers are not used, 
having been found impracticable or inadequate. It will 
doubtless be found necessary to give one man with a 
proper outfit, steady employment on the street through 
the open season. Given a clean street to start with, it is 
believed one good man could keep it in a respectable 
condition.

Irene Kellogg has a badly broken left arm, the result 
of a collision with a schoolmate while playing “tag” in 
the Central schoolyard during recess Friday morning. 
One of the forearm bones was broken and the other 
dislocated, making a very painful injury.

Herman Raimer and Bert Hayes opened a meat 
market yesterday in the building on River street 
occupied by the Central Michigan Produce Company, 
which company is represented by Mr. Hayes. The style 
of the firm is “Raimer & Hayes Central Meat Market.”

75 years ago
The Lowell Ledger and Alto Solo

November 25, 1937
At a meeting of the executive committee of the 

Lowell Board of Trade last Friday night, it was decided 
to have Window Night on Wednesday evening, Dec. 1. 
Window night will celebrate the opening of the Christmas 
season in Lowell, with the singing of Christmas carols, 
the lighting of the Christmas trees on the streets and 
the appropriate decorating of store windows. The 
Lowell Light & Power plant will have the municipal 
Christmas trees lighted and William Christiansen and 
committee will have the village streets decorated with 
beautiful Christmas trees, which they brought from the 
Upper Peninsula, especially to decorate the streets of 
the village. A real live Santa Claus will be on the streets 
this night and distribute gifts to the children. Bring all 
the children to town for window night.

Lowell fire department obtained real fire fighting 
experience last Friday when they responded to a 
call for assistance from Ada. The home of Dr. H. O. 

Sharing The Vision, 
continued, page 12
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CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
(Assembly of God)

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery
Robert Holmes, Pastor

SUNDAYS:
Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m.

“The Source” Youth: 7:00 p.m.

2275 West Main Street  • 897-7168
Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org

Rev. Jon Pickens
Rev. W. Lee Taylor & Pastor Phil Severn
Sun. Worship Service..........................9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Sunday School Hour/ABF’s...................................11:00 A.M.
AWANA 6-8/Youth Ministry............................Wed. 6:15 P.M.

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell

9:45 A.M. .....................Sunday School
10:30 A.M............................Fellowship
11:00 A.M.................................Worship

Nursery & Children 
Worship Programs Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service..............Sunday -10:00 A.M.
(Nursery available)

Sunday School................................9:00 A.M.
Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Rod Galindo
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship................10:00 A. M.
Sunday School....................11:20 A.M.
Evening Worship...................6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

402 Amity St. • 897-9820
www.stmary-lowell.com

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 10:30 AM
Saturday confessions: 3-4:30 PM

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:00 AM - 8 PM
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS - CALL PETE WIGGINS  897-7915

SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 393, EWTN FOR 24 HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING

201 N. Washington
Lowell, MI • 897-8800

Pastor Wes Hershberger
Sundays - Christian Education.........9:15 a.m.
Celebration.....................................10:40 a.m.
 Wednesdays - Kid’s Service, Teen’s Service, 
Adult Bible Study..............................7:00 p.m.

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

621 E. Main Street
897-5936

www.lowellumc.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP....8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
SUNDAY SCHOOL...................9:30 a.m.

Rev. Rick Blunt

Barrier-free entrance

Jesus didn’t turn people away.
Neither do we.

You are welcome here!

churchesarea

   anniversaries

HEALTH
With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 

Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

health

      sore throat

GREG VAN STRIEN
HEATING AND PLUMBING

HEATING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE & INSTALLATION

PLUMBING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
WARM AIR/RADIANT HEAT

OIL BURNER SERVICE

(616) 897-5569
Visa And Master Card Accepted

Mark Johnson, LUTCF
6095 28th Street
Grand Rapids

616-940-8181
mjohnso@fbinsmi.com

MarkJohnsonAgency.com

Your local agent insures your

NOVEMBER 21
Michael Hewitt, Tammy 
Gildner.

NOVEMBER 22
Lu Green, Carla Briggs, 
Andrea Richmond, Karrie 
Borton, Joshua Gerard, 
Dylan Olin, Arlene 
Sytsma.

NOVEMBER 23
Trisha Propst, Sherri 
Vezino, Gregory Duiven, 
Mike Harding, McKinsie 
Rice, Dave Thompson.

NOVEMBER 24
Sabra Nicole Kinsley, 
Ryan Moore, Jenny 
Decker, Heather French.

A sore throat is often a 
sign of a common cold or re-
spiratory illness. It may feel 
painful to swallow, dry, or 
scratchy. Most sore throats 
are caused by a virus. Some-
times it can be caused by 
bacteria, oftentimes strep-
tococcus or "strep throat." 
A rapid throat swab can be 
used to diagnose this in the 
office.

Signs and symptoms of 
a viral infection accompa-
nied by a sore throat:
•	 sneezing
•	 cough
•	 watery	eyes
•	 mild	headache
•	 mild	body	aches
•	 runny	nose
•	 low-grade	 fever	 (less	

than 102ºF)
See a healthcare provider if 

you or your child has:
•	 a	 sore	 throat	 that	 lasts	

longer than 1 week
•	 difficulty	swallowing	or	

breathing
•	 excessive	 drooling	

(young	children)

Gordon and Sandy 
(Doyle)	 Stanard	 from	
Caledonia celebrated their 
25th anniversary on October 
29, 2012. An afternoon 
party was held with family 

Stanard

Sandy (Doyle) and Gordon Stanard

and friends who enjoyed 
refreshments and the music 
provided by the Legacy 
band who played old time 
music.

Kettner
Harold and Beth 

Kettner celebrated their 50th 
anniversary on November 
17. Married in Big Rapids 
in 1962, they have lived in 
the Lowell area since that 
time. Their children are 
Mark Kettner, of Lowell; 
CDR	 Brenden	 Kettner,	 of	
Guam;	 and	 Sarah	 Lutz,	 of	
Leesburg, MO. They have 
nine grandchildren. •	 temperature	higher	than	

100.4ºF
•	 pus	 on	 the	 back	 of	 the	

throat
•	 rash
•	 hoarseness	 lasting	 lon-

ger than two weeks
•	 blood	 in	 saliva	 or	

phlegm
•	 symptoms	 of	 dehydra-

tion	(dry,	sticky	mouth;	
sleepiness or tiredness; 
thirst; decreased urina-
tion or fewer wet dia-
pers; few or no tears 
when crying; muscle 
weakness; headache, 
dizziness	 or	 lighthead-
edness)

•	 contact	 with	 someone	
with strep throat

•	 recurring	sore	throats

Antibiotics are only 
needed if strep throat is de-
tected. One should not re-
turn to work or school until 
they have been on antibiot-
ics and are fever free for 24 
hours.

Harold and Beth Kettner

NOVEMBER 25
Pat Vezino, Melissa 
Peterson, Amy Swift, 
Shawn Ayres Hazel, 
Megan Hewitt, Lorri 
Myers.

NOVEMBER 26
John Erickson.

NOVEMBER 27
Bonnie Vezino, 
Kim Harding, Marty 
Chambers, Chad Uzarski, 
Elizabeth Roudabush, 
Heather Burrows, Aaron 
Rittersdorf, Josh Spencer, 
Aiden Malone.

happy 
birthday!

•••
The best way 

to convince a fool 
that he is wrong 

is to let  him have 
his own way.

~Josh Bi l l ings 
(1818 -  1885)
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Grand Prize:
-1 Night at Main Street Inn
-4 course meal personally 
prepared by Ella

- Bottle of Bubbly
-Chocolates
-$250 to spend at 
Chimera Design

PLUS:
More Prizes see
www.ChimeraDesign.ws 
for details

Enter to win before Christmas at Chimera Design, Main Street Inn, Ella’s.
One entry per person per location - three chances to win.

Chimera Design - 208 E. Main Street • 616-897-9480

Happy Birthday
      Chimera

Main Street Inn
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Hours: Monday thru Saturday 9 to 7 • Sunday 9 to 6

100% of proceeds on wagon ride donations go to local charity

Start a new family tradition
              or continue

                 an old one at

Horrocks
1776 North State Road (M-66), 11/4 mile north of Ionia • 616-527-4842

Christmas Tree Farm

where Christmas memories are made

Visit our Lakin lot: Friend Brook Meadow Tree Farm, 6750 Ionia Rd, Portland
Monday thru Friday 3-6 pm • Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 10-6

Christmas Tree Lot Opens November 23
Choose and Cut Your Own

Scotch Pine • White Pine
Blue Spruce • Canaan Fir

Fraser Fir • Balsam Fir • Douglas Fir

Precut Fresh Daily - all sizes
Douglas Fir • Fraser Fir • White Pine

Concolor Fir • Serbian Spruce
Scotch Pine • Blue Spruce

    > > > Let Us Mechanically Clean and Wrap Your Tree < < <

Join us in the barn for complimentary hotdogs/marshmallow roast,
refreshments, and  movies for the kids

Horse Drawn Wagon Rides
weekends from 11 am to 4 pm
November 23, 24, and 25

and December 2, 9, 15, and 16

•Garland
•Bundles of Boughs
•Fresh Evergreen Wreaths
•Quality Tree Stands
•Unique Gifts
•Grave Blankets
•Potted Christmas Trees

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 3

Retail Sales Room 
Open Daily
We Accept 

Food Stamps
Beef Bundles

Full Service 
Retail Meat Counter

The Butcher is always in...
Custom cuts while you wait!

Call Today...
(616) 642-9212
(616) 642-9466

JONES FARM 
MEATS, LLC.

7965 Potters Road, Saranac

Take Along Our Famous Homemade “Uncle Karl 
&  Aunt Sarah’s” beef jerky, pork sticks & other 
products. Also, our own mild & well seasoned 

sausage, bacon & hams...
GREAT FOR DEER CAMP!

CUSTOM 
PROCESSING
Deer, Elk & Moose
Try Our Venison Salami, Jerky, 
Dried Cuts and Venison Sticks!

Gift Certificates Also Available

HUNTERS! $10 OFF ON 
SERVICE CALLS

$100 Off on a new, 
installed furnace

FREE 
HUMIDIFIER 

with a new 
furnace and AC

Thanks to our loyal customers, 
we are celebrating 

29 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

SALES, SERVICE AND INSTALLATION, UPGRADES, NEW HOMES

www.HeatingCoolingOnline.com
website

info@HeatingCoolingOnline.com
e-mail

• Heating & air-conditioning • Wall hung boilers & water heaters 
• Geo Thermal systems • Radiant floor heat • Snow melt systems

•Whole house generators • Duct work • Humidifiers

897-4123
ExpirEs 12/31/2012

Our annual donation of a 
high-efficiency furnace went 

to the Strasser family.

“Buy Local” – you 
see the decal in the store 
window, the sign at the 
farmer’s market, the bright, 
cheerful logos for Local First 
Michigan. The apparent 
message is “let’s-support-
local-business,” a kind of 
community boosterism. 
But buying close to home 
may be more than a feel-
good, it’s-worth-paying-
more-for-local matter. A 
number of researchers and 

Buy Local
organizations are taking a 
closer look at how money 
flows and what they’re 
finding shows the profound 
economic impact of keeping 
money in town – and how the 
fate of many communities 
around the nation and the 
world increasingly depend 
on it.

At the most basic 
level, when you buy local 
more money stays in the 
community. The New 

Economics Foundation 
(NEF), an independent 
economic think tank based 
in London, compared what 
happens when people buy 
produce at a supermarket 
vs. a local farmer’s market 
or community supported 
agriculture (CSA) program 
and found that twice 
the money stayed in the 
community when folks 
bought locally. “That means 
those purchases are twice 
as efficient in terms of 
keeping the local economy 
alive,” says author and NEF 
researcher David Boyle.

Indeed, says Boyle, 
many local economies are 
languishing not because too 
little cash comes in, but as 
a result of what happens 
to that money. “Money is 
like blood. It needs to keep 
moving around to keep the 
economy going,” he says, 
noting that when money 
is spent elsewhere – at big 
supermarkets, nonlocally 
owned utilities and other 
services, such as online 
retailers – “it flows out, like 
a wound.” By shopping at 
the corner store instead of 
the big box, consumers keep 

their communities from 
becoming what the NEF 
calls “ghost towns” (areas 
devoid of neighborhood 
shops and services) or 
“clone towns,” where Main 
Street now looks like every 
other Main Street with the 
same fast food and retail 
chains.

“Buy local” campaigns 
serve another function: 
alerting a community about 
gaps in the local market. For 
instance, if consumers keep 
turning to online or big-
box stores for a particular 
product – say, socks – this 

signals an opportunity for 
someone local to make 
and sell socks. This is the 
way product innovations 
get made, says Witt. “The 
local producer adds creative 
elements that make either 
the product or materials 
used more appropriate to 
the place.” For example, an 
area where sheep are raised 
might make lambs wool 
socks and other goods.

The point is not that 
communities should 
suddenly seek to be self-
sufficient in all ways, but 

Buy Local, continued, 
next page
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Get in shape 
for the 

holidays!

Call, Click or Visit Today 
We’re minutes away!

We Guarantee results or your money back —JOIN NOW!

www.snapfitness.com/guarantee Limit one per household. No cash value. Access card fee, other fees and some restrictions may 
apply. Valid only for local residents on first visit at participating clubs. ©2012 Snap Fitness, Inc. 

Offer expires 11/30/2012
Hurry, valid for first 50 new members

Lowell
2173 West Main St.

(616) 987-4000
snapfitness.com/lowellmi

Greenville
701 S. Greenville West Drive

(616) 828-5997
www.snapfitness.com/greenvillemi

Belmont
2355 Belmont Center Drive

(616) 719-4577
www.snapfitness.com/belmont

—plus—

Fast Start Program
• Fitness Score Session & 60-day Follow-up ($150 value)  • “Basic 8” Training Session  • Check-in Calls 
& Body Measurement  • Workout Rewards Program  • Online Workouts & Meal Plans  

Free dues until January,
Call today!

Downtown Lowell
897-5000

HOURS: Mon. - Fri 9-8 ; Saturday 9-6; Sunday 11-4

Shop Local SAVE
THIS FRIDAY& SATURDAY!

25% Off 
Woolrich

(except socks)

Classic 
Large Jars

Buy 2 
Get 

1 FREE

YANKEE CANDLES

FREE GIFT 

with purchase
minimum 

$50 purchase

Buy Local, continued
rather, says Boyle, “to 
shift the balance. Can you 
produce more locally? Of 
course you can if the raw 
materials are there and the 
raw materials are often 
human beings.”

And what about the 
higher cost of local goods? 
After all, big-box stores 
got to be big because their 
prices are low. Susan Witt 
says that the difference 
falls away once you 
consider the increase in 
local employment as well 
as the relationships that 
grow when people buy from 
people they know. (Plus, 
one could argue, lower 
transportation and therefore 
environmental, costs and 
you know what you’re 
getting – which as we’ve 
recently seen with suspected 
contamination in toys and 
other products from China, 
can be a concern.)

There’s also the matter 
of local/regional resilience. 
Says Witt, “While now we’re 
largely a service providing 
nation, we’re still just a 
generation away from being 
a nation of producers. The 

question is what economic 
framework will help us 
reclaim those skills and that 
potential.” Say, for example, 
the exchange rates change 
or the price of oil rises (and 
it has started to creep up, if 
not at last summer’s pace) so 
that foreign-made goods are 
no longer cheap to import. 
We could find ourselves 
doubly stuck because 
domestic manufacturing is 
no longer set up to make 
all these products. While 
no community functions in 
isolation, supporting local 
trade helps “recreate the 
diversity of small businesses 
that are flexible and can 
adjust” to changing needs 
and market conditions, says 
Witt.

Another argument 
for buying local is that it 
enhances the “velocity” of 
money, or circulation speed, 
in the area. The idea is that 
if currency circulates more 
quickly, the money passes 
through more hands – and 
more people have had the 
benefit of the money and 
what it has purchased for 
them. “If you’re buying 

local and not at a chain or 
branch store, chances are 
that store is not making a 
huge profit,” says David 
Morris, vice president 
of the Institute for Local 
Self-Reliance, a nonprofit 
economic research and 
development organization 
based in Minneapolis and 
Washington, D.C. “That 
means more goes into input 
costs – supplies and upkeep, 
printing, advertising, paying 
employees – which puts 
that money right back in the 
community.”

One way to really 
make sure money stays in 
the community is through 
creating a local currency.

As an economic 
principle, velocity has been 
considered a constant. It was 
stable in the 1950s, ‘60s, 
and ‘70s, but starting in the 
‘80s velocity has decreased 
as more money has been 
diverted to the financial 
sector. This scenario may 
benefit financial centers, 
but money tends to drain 
away from other places. 
Both the Euro and the 

U.S. dollar have slowed 
way down. “In the last 
several months velocity has 
declined sharply because 
there’s less gross domestic 
product (GDP) and more 
money. “The money doesn’t 
flow. More money is being 

printed, but it’s not going 
into circulation.”

As the nation limps 
through the recession, 
many towns and cities 
are hurting. “Buy-local” 
campaigns can help local 
economies withstand the 

downturn. Says Boyle, 
“For communities, this 
is a hopeful message in a 
recession because it’s not 
about how much money 
you’ve got, but how much 
you can keep circulating 
without letting it leak out.”

The holiday season is 
just around the corner and 
for many of us that means 
plenty of food and fam-
ily get-togethers. However, 
if you’re not careful it can 
also mean packing on a few 
unwanted pounds. The se-
cret to avoid feeling “hol-
iday-heavy” is to create a 
plan and stick to it. That’s 
why the local Snap Fitness 
has created a simple three-
step process for a happier, 
healthier holiday season.
Step one: 
stay physically active

“Holidays are about 
celebrating and spending 
time with loved ones - not a 
time to worry about indulg-
ing every once and awhile,” 
said Ryan Lothian, Snap 
Fitness owner in Lowell. 
“But it’s important that you 
stay active. It not only helps 
you be successful at burn-
ing off any extra holiday 
calories, it relieves holiday 
stress, too. That’s where we 
come in.” That activity can 
be anything from shovel-
ing snow to taking a walk 
around the block with the 
family. Of course, the holi-
day season is also a great 
time to get a jump-start on 
those New Year’s fitness 
goals. That is why the Low-
ell Snap Fitness location is 
promoting a holiday mem-
bership special. Free dues 
until January 1, 2013. In 
addition, members will  re-
ceive a free, customized nu-
trition program and supple-
ment profile.

Located at 2173 West 
Main St., Snap Fitness is 
a locally owned neigh-

Local Snap Fitness owner gives 
fitness tips for the holiday season

borhood gym that offers 
‘round-the-clock access to 
state-of-the-art cardio and 

Fitness tips, continued, 
next page
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A Family Tradition Since 1945

700 E. Main
Lowell

897-8455
Hours: 

Monday - saturday: 
6 aM - 8 pM

sunday: 
8 aM - 1:30 pM

Submit entries to:
ALL-WEATHER SEAL 

CHRISTMAS  GIVEAWAY
319 E. Main St. • Lowell

616.897.7300
megan@awswest.com

ENTRY DEADLINE - 
DECEMBER 7, 2012

Please submit 
your nominations 

with an explanation of 
                why that family 

deserves 
this special gift 

this holiday season.

We would like 

to give away 

a houseful of 

windows to a 

family in need!

It’s That Time 
Of Year Again!
It’s That Time 
Of Year Again!

ALL WEATHER SEAL

is searching for a 

local family whose 

home needs to stop 

the winter air from 

sneaking in.

strength-training equip-
ment, allowing busy indi-
viduals the opportunity to 
stay active and fit without 
sacrificing time and conve-

nience. In addition to the 
club’s “Basic 8” total-body, 
strength-training program, 
members also receive a va-
riety of free services, in-

cluding access to a personal 
mysnapfitness.com webpage 
where members can create 
and track workouts, build a 
nutrition plan and more.

Step two: fill your time
While it’s easy to talk 

about staying active, the 
weather outside can some-
times be enough to squelch 
anyone’s motivation. That’s 
why Lothian says it’s im-
portant to make plans ahead 
of time and stick to them. 
“Time management is a 
healthy habit to maintain all 
year round, but even more 
so during the holidays,” 
said  Lothian. “No matter 
what you do, just make sure 
you’re keeping busy.”

But what about that first 
step? How can you get in a 

workout with all these other 
plans?

“The great thing about 
Snap Fitness is that we’re 
open 24 hours a day, so our 
members can still squeeze 
in a workout whenever they 
want. Plus, we’re right in the 
neighborhood, so they don’t 
need to go out of their way 
to get in and get moving.”
Step three: don’t try 
and out-exercise a bad diet

When it comes to keep-
ing off unwanted pounds 
during the holidays, proper 
nutrition is key. That’s why 
the free customized nutrition 

program and supplement 
profile from Snap Fitness 
is such a tremendous ben-
efit. “You can go to pretty 
much any fitness club and 
work out, but the reality is 
you can’t out-exercise a 
bad diet,” said Lothian. “At 
Snap Fitness, we’ll give you 
the road map you need to 
get real results and to have 
a fuller, happier holiday.” 
This holiday season give 
yourself the gift of better 
health and leave those un-
wanted holiday pounds out 
in the cold. 

Fitness tips, continued
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Small Business Saturday® 
is November 24th

Between Black Friday and Cyber Monday is 
another day, one dedicated to the businesses 

that boost the economy and invigorate 
neighborhoods across the country.

It’s Small Business Saturday, 
and this year, it’s happening 

on November 24.

Shop Small and let’s 
make this the biggest day 

   of the year for small 
business.

To learn more, visit ShopSmall.com.

&Powder 
Painting    
      Sheet Metal

Need any type of welding done 
on any type of metal?

Give us a call at
616.897.7336

and we can help!
 Custom & Designs 

Sheet Metal Inc.
Located right here in Lowell!

PaniniPOD.COM

PLAY TODAY & WIN!
SPEND A DAY WITH AN NFL PLAYER!

PANINI

106 W. Main • Lowell
616.897.5650

www.rookies-sportcards.com 118 N. Michigan, Hastings  *  269-948-0118   Like us on facebook: Facebook.com/The HastingsHanger
Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri. 11-7; Thurs 11-8 & Sat. 10-5 • Call ahead if extended hours are necessary

Start the 
Holiday 

Shopping at 
the Hanger!

Furniture • Antiques • Seasonal Accents • Home Decor
Fashions to match any style • Scarves • Jewelry • Purses • Shoes/Boots

$10 Off ANY $100 PURCHASE $10 Off ANY FURNITURE
PURCHASE

Not valid on prior sales, all sales final, not 
valid with any other copoupons or discounts

Expires Nov. 30, 2012

Not valid on prior sales, all sales final, not 
valid with any other copoupons or discounts

Expires Nov. 30, 2012

Corner of  M-66 & 
David Hwy. Ionia, MI

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 9-6 • Fri. 9-8 • Sat. 9-4

at WRIGHT-WAY 
CARPET

15’ & 12’ wide

15’, 13.6’ & 12’ wide

Cuts & Loops

15.6’, 14’, 13.2’, 
12’ & 6’ wide

PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLATION 

AVAILABLE

Many new styles 
& colors 

to choose from

SAVE 
UP TO

50%
on...

Hundreds of Remnants andDo-It-YourselfSpecials
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obituaries

NEED 
TO SEND A ?

   We CAN HELP!
Sending or Receiving

Only $1 for the first sheet
(each additional 50¢)

105 N. Broadway 
Lowell

616.897.9261

TICHELAAR
Harry Tichelaar, age 91 of Lowell, passed away Tuesday, 
November 13, 2012. He is survived by his wife of 43 
years Sharon Fay; children, Richard (Helayne), David 
(Tammy), Tim 
(Mary), Phil (Jan), 
Sue Switzer, Tom 
(Elcene), Mark 
(Shelly), Tina, 
Amy; brother, 
James (Virginia), 
sister, Theresa 
Schrier; brothers-
in-law, Fred 
(Terry), Bruce 
(Sandy) Kaechele; 
s i s t e r s - i n - l a w, 
Cheryl (Ken) 
Thied, Helen (Joe) 
Wyman; 23 grandchildren, 31 great grandchildren.  
Funeral services were held Friday, November 16, at 
Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. Hudson, Lowell. Rev. Mara 
Joy Norden of The Community officiated. Interment 
Pinckney Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be 
made to The Community Church, PO Box 164, Ada, 
MI 49301.

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

CITY OF
LOWELL

KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN
NOTICE OF ADOPTION AND 
SUMMARY OF AN ORDINANCE TO 
AMEND SECTION 2-71, “BIDDING 
AND PURCHASING PROCEDURE,” 
AND SECTION 2-72, “EMERGENCY 
DIRECT PURCHASE PROCEDURE,” 
OF DIVISION 2, “PURCHASING,” OF 
ARTICLE  II, “FINANCE,” OF CHAPTER 2, 
“ADMINISTRATION,” OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LOWELL

The Lowell City Council adopted Ordinance 
No. 12-05 amending Section 2-71, “Bidding 
and purchasing procedure,” and Section 2-72, 
“Emergency direct purchase procedure,” of 
Division 2, “Purchasing,” of Article II, “Finance,” 
of Chapter 2, “Administration,” of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Lowell on November 
19, 2012.  Ordinance No. 12-05 provides for 
the development and approval of a bidding 
and purchasing policy for the City of Lowell 
and for emergency purchases.  A complete 
copy of Ordinance No. 12-05 is available for 
review at City Hall, 301 E. Main Street, Lowell, 
Michigan, during regular business hours.

Ordinance No. 12-05 is effective 10 days after 
this publication.

       
Betty R. Morlock

City Clerk

heard so much about. When 
complex reforms that im-
pact schools are developed 
in Lansing, substantial 
technical work on the part 
of our business and pay-
roll staff is needed to ensure 
that modifications resulting 
from the reform are accu-
rately processed. While the 
retirement reforms enact-
ed in Lansing are still be-
ing deliberated, the district 
has had to make budgetary 
projections for any scenar-
io that could come our way 
once legislators complete 
their work.

I think it is important to 
keep parents and communi-
ty members informed of the 
massive changes that have 
occurred in our schools and 
classrooms. It has been said 
that “it’s hard to hit a mov-
ing target.” Education today 
is much like that moving 

target. But, our students and 
staff have hit the mark in the 
midst of immense change 
as evidenced by yet another 
awesome achievement. I am 
pleased to announce Lowell 
Area Schools is one of 539 
districts in the nation be-
ing recognized by The Col-
lege Board and will receive 
the AP District of the Year 
Award: 3rd Annual Honor 
Roll. I am proud to say that 
thanks to the hard work of 
our students, entire staff, and 
the support of our communi-
ty, the Lowell Area Schools 
has successfully navigated 
the plethora of change and 
has enjoyed a great start to 
the 2012-2013 school year.

Happy Thanksgiving.  
May this time of grateful-
ness be restful and mean-
ingful for the Lowell com-
munity

Sharing The 
Vision, continued

Black & White and Color
Quick Service, Great Quality

105 N. Broadway, Lowell • 897-9261

COPY SERVICE

Messmore was in flames when the Lowell department 
arrived. They reached the scene in fifteen minutes 
after they were called, going 10 miles over icy roads. 
The pumper was the only means of throwing water, 
taken from the Thornapple river, forcing two streams 
of water on the fire. The blaze was brought under 
control after a battle of nearly six hours.

50 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
November 22, 1962

Lowell area deer hunters report both success and 
disappointment in the 1962 season. One of the first 
to call to report a deer in this vicinity was Vic Heim, 
20, son of Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey Heim who got his 
buck on his father’s Vergennes township farm at 8:30 
Thursday morning. It was a 180 lb., five-point buck; 
half of the rack was broken off. Harold Bozung who 

Looking Back, continued
gets his buck regularly reported that he shot a seven-
point buck near Marble School in Keene Township 
early Friday morning. Another hunter who reported 
early success near here was Garry McWhinney, who 
got a six-point buck near Alto, early opening day. 
Bernard Kropf bagged a six-point, 175 lb. deer north of 
Lowell on Friday. Jim Smith, 19, Route 3, Lowell, shot 
himself in the foot Monday morning while hunting deer 
near Lowell. He was treated by a local physician. One 
local hunter who sat a few miles north of the city early 
Thursday morning waiting for his buck said he saw 
a nice buck approaching him, he lined up his sights 
waiting for the deer to approach closer, just as he was 
ready to shoot another hunter dropped the deer only a 
few yards away from him. Edwin B. Potter is telling a 
U.P. story of the hunter who saw a buck following close 
behind a doe; on a closer look he discovered that the 
buck had ahold of the doe’s tail. When he attempted to 
shoot the buck he shot off the doe’s tail and the buck 
stood still; then the doe ran off. Approaching the buck, 
he found that it was blind and was being led around by 
the doe by holding its tail. The hunter led the buck back 
to camp with the shot off tail and was about to shoot 
the buck when a conservation officer came along and 
confiscated the buck because it was blind.

25 years ago
The Lowell Ledger
November 25, 1987

Marking its third consecutive year, the Lowell 
Chamber of Commerce Retailer Division will sponsor 
Christmas activities for the holiday season. The fun and 
festive activities are available for all and are expected 
to help promote local shopping. This year’s holiday fun 
starts with sleigh rides on Nov. 27, running from 1-9 
p.m. On Saturday, Dec. 5, a local Christmas parade 
will walk the streets from the First United Methodist 
Church to the corner of Keiser’s Kitchen. Children 
can also have their pictures taken with Santa from 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. following the parade at Lambert 
Variety. Horse and buggy rides will be available to the 
community on Dec. 18, starting at 5 p.m. and running 
into the evening. The route will be lined with candle 
lights. The Leaders Club will donate and put up the 
lights. Two Christmas lighting contests will take place 
the week of Dec. 14, for the area residents and the 
merchants. Santa Claus will also visit local retail stores 
throughout the month of December.

Three juveniles will be referred to Probate Court at 
a later date to answer to charges of larceny from a 
residence when they took a quantity of pop cans and 
cashed them in at a local store on Tues. Nov. 17. Two 
were from Belding and the third is an Ionia resident.

Give yourself the gift 
of your own Social Security 
Statement this holiday sea-
son. You can get yours on-
line at www.socialsecurity.
gov/mystatement.

The online Social Se-

Your Social Security Statement is a gift to yourself
curity Statement is simple, 
easy to use, and provides es-
timates you can use to plan 
for your retirement. It also 
provides estimates for dis-
ability and survivors ben-
efits, making the Statement 

an important financial plan-
ning tool. 

To get a personalized 
online Statement, you must 
be age 18 or older and must 
be able to provide infor-
mation about yourself that 
matches information already 
on file with Social Security. 
In addition, Social Securi-
ty uses Experian, an exter-
nal authentication service 
provider, for further veri-
fication. You must provide 
identifying information and 
answer security questions 
in order to pass this verifi-
cation. Social Security will 
not share your Social Secu-
rity number with Experian, 
but the identity check is an 
important part of this new, 
thorough verification pro-
cess.

When your identity is 
verified, you can create a 
“My Social Security” ac-
count with a unique user 
name and password to ac-

cess your online Statement. 
In addition, your online 
Statement includes links to 
information about other on-
line Social Security servic-
es, such as applications for 
retirement, disability, and 
Medicare. 

This holiday season, 
it’s likely you’ll be hear-
ing some of your friends 
and family saying “you 
shouldn’t have” as they re-
ceive their gifts from you. 
That’s something to look 
forward to. But be sure that 
you don’t find yourself say-
ing “I should have” when it 
comes to planning your own 
financial future. Get your 
online Social Security State-
ment and look it over. Do it 
again next year. It may be 
the best gift you can give to 
yourself in the long run.

Your free gift is waiting 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/
mystatement.
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

misc.

Coming Events
PLEASE NOTE  - Coming Events 
are for non-profit organizations. 
If you are charging admission for 
an event - it is considered an ad-
vertisement. Coming events are 
ran on a space available basis 
& ARE NOT GUARANTEED TO 
RUN. If you would like to make 
sure your event is placed in the 
paper, please call our office & 
place it as a classified ad. We 
will not run ANY Garage or Rum-
mage Sales as a coming event. 
All Coming Events or changes 
to coming events should be sub-
mitted by fax: 897-4809, email: 
classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com, by mail: PO Box 128, Low-
ell, MI 49331 or in person: 105 
N. Broadway, Lowell.

LOWELL AREA PRAYER & 
HEALING ROOMS - located 
in the FROM building, 11535 
Fulton Street, most Monday 
evenings, 6-8 p.m. Christian 
Scripture based. No cost or 
fees, no appointment necessary, 
confidentiality respected.

KENT COUNTY NARFE 
GROUP - for retired & current 
federal employees meet the 
2nd Thursday at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 2700 E. Fulton, 1/2 mile 
west of E. Beltline. Potluck at 
12:30 p.m. & meeting begins at 
1:30 p.m. Call Ed Moore for time, 
616-784-6716.

ALTO LIONS CLUB - Meets 
1st & 3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at 
Keiser’s Kitchen.

COFFEE WITH THE COUNCIL 
- Come meet & have a cup of 
coffee with your city council-
members. First Saturday of 
each month at the Lowell Area 
Chamber of Commerce office, 
113 Riverwalk Plaza, Lowell. 8 
a.m. - 10 a.m.

CIVIL AIR PATROL - Meets the 
second & fourth Tues. of the 
month, 6 p.m., Benz Aviation 
Building at Ionia Airport, teen/

services

adult programs available, Call 
Shawna, 616-430-1348 or visit 
online http://mi222.miwg-cap.org

ADULT CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP - Every Tues., 6-7:15 
p.m., for adults diagnosed with 
cancer. Gilda’s Club - Lowell Club-
house, 314 S. Hudson, Lowell.

FREE SENIOR COFFEE - Every 
fourth Friday, 8 - 9 a.m., sponsored 
by Laurels of Kent, Lowell McDon-
alds, 1300 W. Main St.

MOMS IN TOUCH GROUP - form-
ing for Alto Elementary. Call Su-
zanne for more info, 868-7337.

FREE SMOKING CESSATION 
CLASSES - offered at Lowell 
Family Medical Center. Call 616-
446-7058 to register. The class 
runs for 8 weeks. Evening & 
weekend sessions are available. 
Time & dates will be determined 
by those registered. 

LOWELL WOMEN’S CLUB - 
Meets the second Wed. of each 
month, Sept. - May, 11:45 a.m., 
Schneider Manor. For more infor-
mation call Jan at 897-2533.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - 
Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. A 
Christ centered program to help 
overcome life’s hurts, habits, han-
gups. Impact Church, 1069 Lincoln 
Lake, www.impact-church.org or 
www.celebraterecovery.com

FIRST & THIRD WEDNESDAYS 
- Fun at Calvary for boys & girls 
preschool - 8th grade. Cadets for 
boys 1st - 8th; GEMS for girls 3rd 
- 8th; Kingdom Kids for boys & girls 
preschool - 2nd grade. 1125 W. 
Main, Lowell. Ph. 897-7060, email: 
lowellcalvarycrc@yahoo.com

LOWELL - Varsity sporting events, 
concerts, school board meetings, 
city council meetings, etc., can be 
downloaded for viewing from the 
www.wlhstv.org website. Many 
athletic contests & concerts can 
also be heard ‘live’ from the www.

LEDGER OFFICE 
HOURS:

MON. - THURS. 8-5 
FRI. 8-12

Closed Sat. & Sun.
105 N. Broadway, Lowell.

Phone 897-9261 

A BED - A brand new 
queen pillowtop mattress 
set in plastic, w/warranty, 
sacrifice, $135. Call 989-
584-6818.TFN 

SAFE WOOD HEAT - Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Outdoor 
Wood Furnace. Call SOS 
your “Stocking Dealer” 
Dutton, MI 616-554-8669 
or 616-915-5061. 
A BED - New queen pillow-
top mattress, $100. Still in 
the plastic, must sell! 616-
805-9282.
FOR SALE - Lot on Bliss 
Rd., Saranac, taxed at 
$14,000, make offer, pos-
sible land contract; 1/2 
carat diamond, never worn, 
$1,000; Savage shotgun, 
20 gauge, over & under 
$350; British 308/scope, 
10-shot clip, $250; Rem. 
model 66, nylon, 22, auto., 
$150; Call 616-291-9116.
2001 DODGE DAKOTA 
- 3.9L, good shape, runs 
good, asking $3,200. OBO. 
616-260-3977.
TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

FOR SALE - Refrigerator, 
GE 2 door w/ice maker; 
Stove top, GE, electric, 4 
burner, 30 inch, counter top 
style; Oven GE, electric, 
27 inch, built-into cabinet 
sytle; Dishwasher, GE, 
black front. Would like to 
sell as a complete set of 
4. All in excellent condition. 
897-0369.
QUEEN SIZE MATTRESS 
& BOX SPRING - Spring Air 
brand. Extreme comfort. 
New. Never used. $899. 
Located in Saranac. Call 
616-902-3314.
200 APPLIANCES - Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69.  Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main St., Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. See 
us on Facebook. Delivery 
available.TFN

FREEZER & DISHWASH-
ER - Sears Coldspot 
chest freezer, 12.0 cu. 
ft., 48wx35hx26d. Works 
good, $100; GE Potscrub-
ber dishwasher, 34hx24w. 
Works good, $50 obo. Call 
616-901-3532.
KENMORE REFRIGERA-
TOR & STOVE SET - 
(2006), cost $900, sell 
$199 for pair. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN  

FREE AD! - Place & pay  for 
a classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger 
for 3 weeks & receive the 
4th week FREE! You must 
mention the special in order 
to receive this offer. Valid 
only with new classified 
ads, and must be paid for 
when ad is placed.  Call 
897-9555, fax 897-4809 or 
email to: classifieds@lowell 
buyersguide.com, 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell. Ph. 
897-9261.

FRIDAY FUN - Every Friday, 11-
11:45 a.m. Enjoy stories, songs, 
rhymes, games & a simple craft. 
For 3-5 year olds. Alvah N. Beld-
ing Library, 302 E. Main, Belding. 
616-794-1450.

KID CRAFT SATURDAY - Third 
Saturday of each month. Drop in 
anytime between 9 a.m. - noon. 
Make a craft & take it home. All 
ages are welcome. Alvah N. 
Belding Library, 302 E. Main, 
Belding. 616-794-1450.

RHYME TIME MUSIC & MOVE-
MENT - Fridays,  Nov. 23 & 30, 
11 a.m. Move & groove together 
w/action rhymes, songs, games 
& hands-on musical activities. 
For children ages 6 & under 
w/a caregiver at Englehardt 
Library, 200 N. Monroe, Lowell, 
784-2007.

BABYTIME - Tuesday, Nov. 27, 
1 p.m. Delight & stimulate your 
baby w/ songs, a story & play-
time. Get to know other families & 
help your baby develop listening 
& language skills. For babies 
from birth to 18 mos. w/a care-
giver at Englehardt Library, 200 
N. Monroe, Lowell, 784-2007.

KDL CLOSED - Thurs., Nov. 22. 
All Kent District  Library branches  
closed on Thanksgiving Day.

KDL KIDS CLUB - Tues., Nov. 
27, 4 p.m. Fun, interactive pro-
gram just for school kids. Crafts, 
storytime, games & activities 
for grades K-5 at Englehardt 
Library, 200 N. Monroe, Lowell, 
784-2007.

OUT OF THIS WORLD PARTY 
- Thurs., Nov. 29, 10:30 a.m. 
Galactic games, stellar stories 
& alien activities for all ages. 
Come dressed as an astronaut 
or space creature & enjoy the 
fun at Englehardt Library, 200 N. 
Monroe, Lowell, 784-2007.

A SPECIAL DEAL ON 
RENT AND $99 SECURITY 
DEPOSIT!  - Wooded View 
Apartments, 630 Johnson 
St., Ionia. Pay only $337 - 1 
BR*, $379 - 2 BR*. Section 
8 vouchers welcome! Easy 
access to M-66. Plenty of 
storage. Rent based on 
income. TDD: 800-649-
3777. EHO/Barrier free. 
*Limitations apply. Call 
TODAY before we’re full! 
616-527-6266.
HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. FREE 
All Vets Coffee Hour at the 
center the 3rd Thursday of 
each month. Bring a friend. 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.TFN 

FOR RENT - Very small 
house on Vergennes, 2 stall 
garage, shed, no laundry, 
$625./mo. + $625. deposit. 
Must furnish good credit ref-
erences. Call 897-7130.

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

wanted
I WANT TO BUY - refrigera-
tor, stove, washer, dryer & 
furniture in good shape. 
Have cash. 989-584-6818.
TFN 

J A N I T O R / C L E A N E R 
- Saranac area. Mon. 
through Fri., 4 hours per 
evening. Must pass criminal 
background check. Call 
866-869-6582, ext. 161. 
Job ref. #2195.
NOW HIRING - and train-
ing for career positions with 
West Michigan's leading 
real estate company. Call 
Rick Seese, Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. for a confiden-
tial interview. 616-437-2576 
or 616-974-4250.TFN

DRIVER - $2,500 sign-on 
bonus. Hiring solo & team 
drivers! Great benefits 
package, excellent home 
time! CDL-A required. 
Students with CDL-A wel-
come. 888-471-7081 www.
superservicellc.com
DRIVERS - CDL A dedicat-
ed lanes company drivers & 
owner operators. Teams & 
singles. $1,000 sign-on-bo-
nus for O/O. Fuel discount. 
Safety bonus program. 
Excellent fuel surcharge. 
Open board drivers - 40 
CPM. 6 months verifiable 
exp. Call 800-599-0087.  

help wanted

for rent
wlhsradio.org website.

FIT CLUB - Every Tues. at 9 a.m., 
Clarksville Area Library, 130 S. 
Main, Clarksville. 616-693-1001.

FREE SENIOR PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST - Every third  Wed. 
from 7:30 - 9:30 a.m. at Laurels 
of Kent, 350 N. Center St. RSVP 
897-8473.

LOWELL ROTARY CLUB - meets 
each Wednesday at noon at 
Lowell City Hall. New members 
welcome.

CARVING CLUB - Thursdays 
from 6:30-8 p.m. New members 
welcomed. Call for information, 
616-752-0096.

FREE ALL VETS COFFEE  HOUR 
- third Thurs. of  each month. 
Bring a friend.  Lowell Veteran’s 
Center, 3100 Alden Nash, Lowell. 
Call 868-7426 or 897-8303 for 
more info. 

OVEREATER ANONYMOUS - 
Thursdays, 9 a.m., 101 E. Main St. 
For information call 745-8520.

KNITTING 101 - Wednesdays, 
10 a.m. - noon. Beginners to 
advanced welcome  at Saranac 
Public Library, 61 Bridge St., 
Saranac. 616-642-9146.

KNITTING 101 - Every Tues., 10 
a.m. - noon, learning knitters to 
advanced at Clarksville Area Li-
brary, 130 S. Main St., Clarksville. 
616-693-1001.

WEE WEDNESDAYS - Every 
Wednesday, 11-11:20. Rhymes, 
stories, songs & fun for adult & 
baby. Babies birth to 17 mo. Alvah 
N. Belding Library, 302 E. Main, 
Belding. 616-794-1450.

TODDLER THURSDAY - Every 
Thursday 11-11:30 a.m. Stories, 
songs, rhymes & learning. Ages 
18 mo. - 36 mo. Alvah N. Belding 
Library, 302 E. Main, Belding. 
616-794-1450.

BED & MATTRESS SET 
- queen, Sealy, $95 in-
cludes frame. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook. 
Delivery available.TFN  .
QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.TFN

MAKE SURE YOUR BUSI-
NESS IS LISTED  - in the 
2013 Lowell City Directory! 
If you run a business out of 
your home & do not have 
a business phone number 
in the Grand Rapids phone 
book, there is a charge to 
put your phone number in 
the Lowell City Directory.  
The cost is $15. Your busi-
ness name & phone num-
ber will be listed in the red 
pages & under 1 category 
in  the yellow pages. Please 
call Tammy at 897-9560  or 
email: citydirectory@att.net 
for further info or to place 
your order. All orders must 
be paid by Dec. 31, 2012 to 
be included in the book.
BOB’S 15TH ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS BIRDHOUSE 
SALE - Great gifts, great se-
lection, great prices. Blue-
bird, wren & bat houses, 
wood deck boxes, bird 
& squirrel feeders. Bob’s 
Birdhouses, 12279 60th 
St., Alto, 868-6633.

for sale

HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN  
LOCAL SOCIAL SECU-
RITY DISABILITY AD-
VOCATE - Call today 
for a free consultation, 
no fees unless you win. 
Life Transitions Therapy 
238-2116.

services

TA X E S ,  PAY R O L L , 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
-  by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
6351.TFN  

KID ZONE DAYCARE - has 
full-time openings starting 
Nov. 26, 2012. Located 
in Whispering Hills and 
offering large indoor and 
outdoor play areas. 616-
889-8384 for interview.
ASSISTED  LIVING  -  
Email for  brochure & 
pictures: AssistedLiving
Alto@charter.net SE cor-
ner Kent County. Modern 
country home. Cathy 616-
891-1840.
PRIVATE MUSIC LES-
SONS - for drums, guitar 
& trumpet. 10 years exp. 
Affordable. 1st hour lesson 
is a free trial. Your home or 
mine. Jake, 881-1535.
GOT STRESS? GET A 
YOGA FIX! - Classes: 901 
W. Main, $8 walk-in. Morn-
ings: Mon. 7:30, Sat. 9. Eve-
nings: Tues. & Thurs., 6:30. 
Specials: thehammockllc.
com; 893-5661.
FALL CLEANUP - Leaves, 
annuals removed, peren-
nials & shrubs pruned, 
landscaping, Bobcat work 
& tree transplanting. Call 
Tom at Scenic Expressions 
LLC, 240-6215.

MRS. CLAUS ANNUAL 
BAZAAR & CRAFT SHOW 
- 100 booths. Sat., Dec. 1, 
2012, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Ionia 
Middle School, Union St. & 
Lincoln Ave. (M21, 4 blocks 
east of M66). Breakfast, 
lunch & snacks available. 
Free Admission. Door priz-
es all day. Sponsored by the 
Ionia County Commission 
on Aging.
CONCEALED CARRY 
CLASS - is being offered 
by Pfaller Firearms LLC 
in cooperation with Tri 
Town Conservation Club 
over two days on Dec. 5 
and Dec. 8. Cost is $100. 
For more information or 
to register for class e-
mail jamespfaller@gmail.
com

services
B&T CONSTRUCTION - all 
of your remodeling needs: 
basements, ki tchens, 
baths, decks, additions, 
garages, dry wall repair, 
textured ceilings, laminate 
floors. Competitive prices. 
616-437-5162.

NEW BUSINESS RE-
LOCATING FROM NE 
MICHIGAN - Anderson 
Painting Co. We offer: 
interior/exterior paint-
ing, commercial, re-
models & new homes, 
wood stripping & refin-
ishing, sandblasting, 
power washing. Neat, 
clean, very depend-
able, professional. 
References, portfolio 
available. Licensed & 
insured. Lowell, 616-
260-3977.

THOUGHTFUL THREADS 
- offering, but not limited 
to, mending, alterations & 
tailoring services. “Like” 
Thoughtful Threads on 
Facebook. Brandi, 616-
987-4402.
SNOWPLOWING - Ada, 
Lowell, Cascade. Commer-
cial & residential, insured, 
references available. Call 
Jon at Scenic Expressions 
LLC, 240-4464.
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Again, Thank You for all you did!
Jackie Morgan; Sue Behnke; Karen Waid; Deb Apol - (Larkins Restaurant); Cindy VanderWall; 
June Dilly; Jeanette Yeiter; Joy Smith; Jennifer Reinsma; Gwen Hughes; Nancy Wood; Karen 
Thomure; Eva Cain; McKensie Barnes; Babette and Gordy Maylone; Shirley and Tim Howard; 
Ann Pasquale; Kathy McBride; Robert, Rebecca and Carley Hornbeck; Clara and Herb Rice; 
Ginny Weber; Gary Eickhoff; Diane Barnes; Charles and Char Drake; Ellen Lietzke; Janet Marble; 
Donna Nuereither Beducci; Mary Tett; Lyn VanStee; Beverly Bobko; Janet Boerema; Laura 
Brower; Joyce Cooper; Judy Timpson; Betty Deans; Susan Stouffer; Charmane Richardson; 
Richard and Nola Bryan; Phillip and Jan VanDuinen; Kent McKay - (The Grand Volute Ballroom); 
Mary MeAlary; Penny Gerdeman; Amy Bancroft; Jan and Jim Herb; Beth Dalstra; Kyra, Rylee; 
Tyler and Nikki Snyder; Janet Lalus; Emily Liley; Barb Mulnix; Linda Bishop;  Michelle Winters; 
Melanie Brim; Kathy Casler; Ardis Barber; Bev Hall; Andree Swift; Addison, Ava and Amber Pipe; 
Denise Donamer; Renay and Kristin Bouwhuis; Arissa Nierenberger; Barb Zanstra; Gordy and 
Arlene Newell; Karen Hale - (and Customers of Cousins’ Hallmark); Ruth Wood; Mike Sprenger - 
(Springrove Variety); Sydney, Sophia and Ashley Powell; Candice Brown; Skylar Bowne; Jeff and 
Bif Altoft - (Backwater Cafe); Norma Noall; Holly Henderson; Linda Hamp; Linda Comett; Lynn 
Seese - the Flag Lady; Amy Wilcox; Marsha Wilcox; Judy Sterling; Don Souser; Dave Thompson; 
Glennda Parker; Madalyne and Wendy Crace; Jaycey Culross; Dorothy Anible; Richard Vorace; 
Chloe Looman; Shelly Johnson; Dawn Kondor; Fiona Kelly; Jack Sarb; Kathy Stewart; Karin 
Bowen; Doug Shassberger; Kim DeWaard; Colleen LaLone; Michael Hensen; Mary Kay Wright; 
Cheryl Foster; Kim and Josey Porter; Mary Dudeck; Barb Briggs; Jan Bennett; Jacqueline Sherer; 
Steve Adamczak; Pat Erickson; Carol Leyman; Brenda and Sarah Weaver; Marj Harding; Sheila 
Kelly; Rene VanderWilp; John VanderWilp; Hooper Printing; The Lowell Ledger ... and all of those 
good folks who didn’t have a chance to sign-in. 

Sincerely,
Jan Thompson

And The Lowell American Legion Post #152

SPORTS
Red Arrow

  - HOCKEY

by Karen Jack

In their season opener 
against Hudsonville on Fri-
day, the Lowell-Caledonia 
hockey team lost 6-3 and 

Lowell-Caledonia team off to a slow start
then on Saturday dropped 
their game against East 
Grand Rapids, 5-2.

While Lowell only has 
three players on the varsity 
co-op team, they were defi-
nite contributors in both 
games. In the game against 
Hudsonville, Lowell-Cale-
donia was able to score a 
goal in each period, but 
Hudsonville was too much, 
allowing a goal in the first, 
three in the second and two 
in the third. Austin Bieri had 
an assist on the third goal of 
the period. The Lowell team 
had 31 shots on goal as op-
posed to the 29 shots on goal 
Hudsonville had.

In the East Grand Rap-
ids game, the team got off 
to a bad start, allowing East 
to score in the first six sec-
onds of the game, but they 
rebounded, scoring a goal of 
their own two minutes later. 
In a fast-paced and high-
scoring first period, the Pi-
oneers led the game 4-1 at 
the end. Each team scored 
one goal in the second pe-
riod, and no score from ei-
ther team in the third period, 
ending the game 5-2 in East 
Grand Rapids’ favor.

Head coach Tim Beu-
rer said it was an interesting 
weekend for the team, as he 
always schedules tough op-

Cam Bonney protects the puck.

Eli Barr fights for control.

ponents at the beginning of 
the season to prepare the 
players for conference play. 
“I thought we played well 
for the most part. Unfortu-
nately, we made some crit-
ical mistakes during each 
game which led to goals 
for our opponent. Once we 
settled down and started 
playing like we are capable 
of, we were able to control 
the play and tempo of the 
game,” said Beurer.

Regarding the three 
Lowell players, Beurer said, 
“I thought Austin Bieri, 
Cam Bonney and Eli Barr 
played well considering it 
was their first games at this 
level. They continued to 
get better with each shift. I 
expect their play to contin-
ue to improve as we move 
through the season.”

The hockey team will 
be playing in the Thanksgiv-
ing Falcon Classic tourna-
ment at the East Kentwood 
Ice Arena, starting with For-
est Hills Central on Friday 
night at 8:00 pm. Depend-
ing on the outcome of that 
game, they will play again 
on Saturday, either at 2:00 
pm or 4:00 pm.

Austin Bieri takes on the defender.
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Vonderheide and her friend, 
Terra Bieneman, expressed 
their pleasure at spend-
ing their dollars locally on 
unique items that cannot be 
purchased in the “big box” 
stores.

Some of the partici-
pants, like Mary Bommari-
to of Hangin' with Friends 
and Cathy Razmus of Home 
for the Holidays have taken 
part and sold their beautiful 
work for 12 or more years. 
Bommarito hosts ten other 
artists in her Lowell home. 

CITY OF
LOWELL

THANKSGIVING 
HOLIDAY NOTICE

Lowell City Hall, Department of Public Works, 
Police Office and Light and Power will be 
closed on Thursday, November 22 and Friday, 
November 23, 2012 in observance of Thanks-
giving.

City of Lowell residents who use the city’s blue 
refuse bags and City of Lowell yard waste 
bags will have their refuse, recycle and yard 
waste picked up on Friday, November 23rd 
due to Thanksgiving holiday.

Betty R. Morlock
City Clerk

8 Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults
8 Immediate Emergency Treatment
8 Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening
8 Preventive Care
8 Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired
8 Dentures (Same Day Repair)
8 Implants
8 Insurance Plans Accepted

“Gentle & Painless 
Dentistry Is Our Goal”

Accepting 
New 

Patients

Hours:
Monday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday..........9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday............8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Family Dentistry Since 1994

Judd T. Carroll D.M.D.
103 East Main • Lowell, Michigan

(616) 897-7595
www.juddcarrolldentistry.com

Christmas Through Lowell, continued
“My house is beauti-

fully decorated like an art 
gallery during Christmas 
Through Lowell. When the 
event is over the walls seem 
so bare,” stated Bommarito.

Kathy Wittenbach of 
Witt's Inn & Cafe' and Mar-
ty and Laurie Chambers 
from Red Barn Antiques 
and Specialties were enjoy-
ing their first year partici-
pating. Marty creates bird 
houses, wooden outhouses 
and beautiful, unique lamp 
posts in custom sizes. 

Chep Kilel of Kenya, East Africa, was 
selling beautiful artwork and jewelry at First 
Congregational Church. The work was created 
by Kenyan women at a women’s co-op located in 
Kenya.

“Customers were taking 
pictures of each other sitting 
inside an outhouse.”  Laurie 
said with a big smile.

The thousands of shop-
pers Christmas Through 
Lowell has drawn can be 
proud of the fact that they 
contributed to the local 
economy and in the process 
bought something special 
and handmade.

Sarah Heins and 
Annette Pratt create 
these lovely decorative 
bottles sold at Red 
Barn Antiques.

Wildlife photographer 
Dallas Carlson, owner 
of His Handiwork 
Photography, at The 
Grand Volute Ballroom, 
stop 15 for Christmas 
Through Lowell.

Ruth Vruggink from Hudsonville with 
daughter Lisa Powers from Caledonia 
shopping at Family and Friends Crafts.

Marty Chambers, 
host of Red 
Barn Antiques 
and Specialties, 
creates these mini 
outhouses. He also 
builds birdhouses 
and unique lamp 
posts.

Carrie Vonderheide from Denver, Colorado, 
just moved to Lowell a month ago. She and friend 
Terra Bieneman are shown shopping at Home for 
the Holidays.
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Thanksgiving is a time of reflection, 
peace and gratefulness in one’s life.  
Families around the country celebrate 
diverse past-time Thanksgiving traditions 
from family stuffing recipes, to football, 
to crafted turkey art made with children’s 
hands. But the most meaningful tradition 
honored across the globe is universal - 
giving thanks. 

On Thanksgiving we pause to meditate 
upon our blessings of family, dear friends 
and the many 
provisions we 
have in our lives 
and community. 
And the special 
community of 
Lowell evokes 
the spirit of 
T h a n k s g i v i n g 
by consistently 
and thoughtfully 
giving, helping 
and blessing 
others in need 
throughout the 
year. While there 
are countless 
examples, one 
instance that 
captures the 
heart is Pink Arrow. 

For the fifth consecutive year, the 
student-led Lowell Pink Arrow Pride 
V, a truly special event, was held on 
September 7, 2012. Meaning and emotion 
filled the Lowell stadium that day. Once 
again, the entire Lowell community came 
together to make life better for individuals 
and families whose lives are affected 

by cancer. Families who have lost or have a 
surviving loved one take the opportunity to honor 
and memorialize them in a special ceremony at 
Pink Arrow; it is a reverent and powerful moment 
for us all. 

The Pink Arrow Pride experience not only 
raised the level of awareness about cancer and 
its devastating effect on families, but it provided 
an opportunity for Lowell’s student athletes to 
demonstrate that life is not just about winning 
competitions, but that there are more 

important values of family, kindness, 
honor, and service. It seems fitting 
during the Thanksgiving season to 
speak of Pink Arrow because it is 
all about blessing. 

Since its inception, Pink Arrow 
blesses those in the community 
who are fighting cancer with 
abundant support. In addition to providing plentiful 

measures of support to 
families living with cancer, 
Pink Arrow maintains 
student scholarships in 
honor of Kathy Talus, a 
former Lowell teacher and 
coach who lost her battle 
with cancer and Dr. Donald 
Gerard who has dedicated 
more than 30 years 
volunteering and giving 
care to student athletes. 

Of note, is the 
support that Pink 
Arrow provides to 
Gilda’s Club of 
Lowell. Gilda’s 

Pink Arrow Pride grateful for community support

Thank you to the communi-
ty, for continuing to participate and support 
the Pink Arrow mission. The Pink Arrow 
committee extends a sincere thank you 
to our special partners: St. Mary’s – The 
Lack’s Cancer Center, Meijer, Hunting-
ton Bank, Enwork, H & R Block, and 
Fox Motors. Let us all give thanks for 
the ongoing support, selflessness and 

passion of the Lowell Community. 

provides free cancer and grief counseling 
for any loss to children, adults and families. 
Gilda’s is a place to go where everyone 
understands the impact of cancer for the 
person with the diagnosis and those on the 
cancer journey with them. 

Pink Arrow encourages anyone to take 
the first step in visiting Gilda’s Club to receive 
the gift of love and support. In addition, 
Pink Arrow makes financial provisions for 
families who face exorbitant costs related 
to treatment. It is also important to note that 
Pink Arrow designates funds for K-12 age-
appropriate education related to cancer and 
wellness for students. 

Raising the student level of awareness 
and service to others will assure that they 
too will bless others through giving and 
volunteering in their community. 
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