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garden 
theft

art
attack by Karen Jack

Despite drizzling rain, Lowell Show-
boat’s Thursday night concert was only de-
layed and concertgoers stayed to hear the 
music of the Terry Lower Trio with vocal-
ist Edye Evans Hyde. Their jazz music was 
perfect for a rainy evening, as they wooed 
the crowd with their music, as well as the 
voice of Evans Hyde.

Lower has performed all over, includ-
ing Italy, as well as performing at the famed 
Detroit/Montreux Jazz Festival and many 
symphonic orchestras along the way.

Evans Hyde has been performing jazz, 
blues and pop music for years. She has per-
formed with the likes of Michael Bolton 
and Connie Stevens, as well as the great 
Ray Charles. Her voice was very much ap-
preciated by the crowd, receiving quite an 
ovation each time she finished singing.

The Showboat will be celebrating its 
birthday next week, August 23, with  a local 
favorite, Alive & Well, a classic rock band 
that has toured in the Midwest, South and 
Canada.

Concert sizzles in 
spite of rain delay

Jazz singer Edye Evans Hyde.
While dancing, Sara Kwekle gets 

spun by her daughter, Hannah.

The Lowell class of 
1940 celebrated its 72nd 
reunion on Aug. 9, 2012, 
at Cascade Country Club 
in Grand Rapids. Lun-
cheon was served to five 
classmates and three 
guests.

The class had 77 
graduates and 13 are 
still living. The class had 
more casualties in WWII 
than any other class. This 
past year they had some 
classmates too ill to at-
tend.

Since graduation, 
the group has held 15 
reunions and have met 
yearly since their 65th 
in 2005. It was voted to 
have the reunion as long 
as someone could make 
the arrangements.

Lowell Class of 1940 celebrates 72nd class reunion

Pictured, left to right: Marjean Fonger Brillhart of Grand Rapids, Jack Tornga of Plymouth, Barbara 
Dawson Shaffer of Alto, John Jasperse of Grand Rapids, and Helen Clark Blow of Saranac.

by Emma Palova

Several entities have 
joined together to formu-
late a vision for the greater 
Lowell area, these include 
Lowell Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Vergennes and 
Lowell townships, Lowell 
Area Schools and the city of 
Lowell.

Community vision sessions set for October
“We are taking a pro-

active and collaborative ap-
proach to the challenges that 
face the community,” said 
chamber director Liz Baker. 
“This is a great opportunity 
for residents and business 
owners to define the future 
of the Lowell community.”

The Greater Low-
ell Community Vision is a 
planning project that will 
also reflect a genuine de-
sire to recognize the numer-
ous common interests of the 
local units of government, 
while retaining and protect-

ing the unique character of 
the area.

“The steering commit-
tee strongly feels that hear-
ing everyone’s ideas and 
opinions as the community 
continues to grow is an im-
portant first step,” Baker 
said.

The project will include 
a number of opportunities 
for public engagement, in-
cluding a World Café meth-
od of hosting group dia-
logue.

“We are encouraging 
adults, high school and mid-
dle school students to partic-
ipate in the dialogues,” she 
said.

A light dinner and free 
childcare for attendees with 
children in fifth grade or 
younger will be included.

The World Café event 
will be held at Lowell High 
School on the following 
dates:

Community vision, 
continued, page 2
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SHOWBOAT PICTURES REQUESTED
The Lowell Area Historical Museum is requesting pic-

tures of the Showboat from the 50s, 60s and 70s. The Show-
boat’s 80th birthday celebration will be August 23 at the 
Sizzlin’ Summer Concert. A special exhibit with the history 
of the Showboat with pictures will be available for view-
ing. We can make a copy of your original photo to complete 
this exhibit. Call the museum at 897-7688 if you have any 
questions. 

FREE COMMODITIES
Free commodities food order for low income families 

on Thurs., Sept. 6, 9 am - 4 pm has been moved to Flat River 
Outreach Ministries (FROM), 11535 E. Fulton. Bring proof 
of income and Social Security numbers for each member of 
household. Please bring bags. Call Virginia, 897-8754, with 
questions.

September 11 - October 
19 / closing reception 
October 21, 2-4 pm 

Fifty-eight artists from 
around the state entered 
nearly 100 artworks in 
LowellArts! Michigan 
Collage, Assemblage 
and Construction (Art) 
Exhibition, all hoping to 
garner top awards in the 
juried competition.

Guest juror Patti 
Sevensma selected the fifty-
two best two- and three-
dimensional art showcasing 
the wide variety of mixed-
media.  The works illustrate 
the expanse of the art form.  
From textiles to found 
objects to ceramic and 
photography, combining 
materials in order to create 
a mixed-media artwork 
is only limited by one’s 
imagination. Selected artists 
included Whitney Lassini of 
Lowell.

“I was honored to 
jury the exhibition for 
LowellArts! Each of 
the artists participating 
should be proud of their 
accomplishments. It was an 
adventure of anticipation 

Collage, assemblage 
and construction art 
exhibition in September

to view each piece,” 
commented Sevensma. “The 
entered pieces were colorful, 
diverse and inspiring to me. 
The development was well 
crafted. Some of the works 
were hauntingly sensitive 
and others left me with a 
sense of mystery. Color, 
line, shape and space were 
used in imaginative ways.”  

Sevensma, ISEA-
NF, NCS, has artworks in 
both public and private 
collections across the U.S. 

In honor of this 
competition, $2,100 in prize 
money will be awarded, 
with $1,000 going to the 
first place winner; $500 for 
second place; $300 for third; 
$200 for fourth; and $100 
for fifth.  

Artists will receive 
their awards at the closing 
reception on Sunday, Oct. 
21, from 2-4 pm. The 
public is invited to attend.  
LowellArts! King Gallery is 
located at 149 South Hudson 
in downtown Lowell. 
Exhibit hours are Tuesday 
through Friday, 10 am to 6 
pm and Saturday, 1 to 4 pm.

by Karen Jack

Meggan Johnson, the 
director of the Wittenbach/
Wege Agriscience Envi-

Crops stolen before youthful gardeners can harvest
ronmental Education Cen-
ter, was pretty disappointed 
when she went out to the 
garden last week to check on 

some of the plants. She no-
ticed that some of the pota-
to plants were dug up, then 
started looking more close-
ly at other plants. Her in-
ventory showed that squash 
– both butternut and acorn 
– were missing, as well as 
turnips.

While she’s sure oth-

er things were stolen, she 
couldn’t be specific because 
whole plants weren’t taken.

The gardens are there 
for multiple reasons, in-
cluding a service learning 
project for fourth and fifth 
grade students. In fourth 
grade, each class plants a 
garden pot to teach them 

about Michigan agriculture 
and what grows well here to 
help our economy. During 
the summer, junior master 
gardeners take care of their 
gardens; the garden also 
teaches the master gardeners 
how to grow food organical-
ly. As fifth graders, the stu-
dents come back and with a 
master chef, are taught how 
to cook the food they grew 
into healthy meals. Also, 
each week through the sum-
mer, fresh produce is sent 

Meggan Johnson in the middle of the 
Wittenbach/Wege gardens.

home with the junior master 
gardeners.

Another reason for the 
garden is to help out fami-
lies through FROM (Flat 
River Outreach Ministries). 
Johnson takes one or two 
bushels of organic produce 
per week to FROM for dis-
tribution to needy families. 
“We’re proud of the work 
we do here, as it serves so 
many people in the commu-
nity in so many ways,” said 
Johnson.

Community 
vision, continued

Wednesday, Oct. 10 
at 6 pm; Tuesday, Oct. 23; 
Thursday, Oct. 25 at 6 pm.

Representatives from 
the Greater Lowell Commu-
nity Vision will also be ask-
ing the community for input 
using a “Penny Priority Ac-
tivity” at the Sizzlin’ Sum-
mer Concert on Aug. 23 and 
at one of the home Lowell 
High School football games 

and other events throughout 
the community.

The Greater Lowell 
Community Vision Steer-
ing Committee hired West 
Michigan planning firms 
Williams & Works and Main 
Street Planning, along with 
Congruency and Conver-
sation Matters to facilitate 
the process and gather input 
from the community.
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WE ACCEPT

Phone Orders 
Welcome

LOWELL AREA SCHOOLS
Elementary Open House 

Schedule Fall 2012
Alto Elementary

.

Bushnell Elementary
Curiousity Corner Preschool Open House August 29
All M-W 3’s and M-W-F 4’s AM ..........................6:00.-.6:30 p.m.
All T-TH 3’s and T-TH 4’sAM.........................6:30 - 7:00 p.m.
All T-TH 4’sPM and M-W-F 4’sPM................7:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Bushnell Elementary - 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Schedule of Events
Pictures & Bus...............................................................5:30-6:00
Classroom #1(red group A-M & ECSE am & GSRP am)...........6-6:30
Classroom #2 (white group N-Z) ECSE pm & GSRP pm).....6:45-7:15
Pictures & Bus.............................................................7:15 - 7:45

Cherry Creek

2nd/3rd grade Parent Info Presentation 
4th/5th grade students Meet with Teachers..................5:30-6:00
4th/5th grade Parent Information Presentation 

 2nd/3rd grade students Meet with Teachers........ 6:00-6:30
School-Wide picnic.......................................................6:30-7:30

Murray Lake

Kindergarten, Grades 1st - 2nd Parent Info Presentation..........5:00 - 5:45 p.m.
Grades 3, 4, 5 Meet Your Teacher Open House....................5:00 - 5:45 p.m.
All Grades Meet Your Teacher Open House..........................5:50 - 6:35 p.m.
Kindergarten, Grades 1st - 2nd Meet Your Teacher Open House.....6:40 - 7:25 p.m.
Grades 3-5 Parent Information Presentation........................6:40 - 7:25 p.m.

We are seeking a dynamic and organized individual that will be responsible for 
administrative functions related to education and youth programs. 

Responsibilities include but are not limited to: ensuring efficient and accurate 
processing of scholarships and grants; monitoring grantee reports; providing 
students and schools information about scholarship application and award 

processes; producing information about youth grants and education programs 
for internal and external use and creating, maintaining and sharing 

documentation of processes used. 
Must possess strong written and oral communication skills and be highly 

organized and detail oriented. Must have at least five years’ experience in an 
administrative role; nonprofit experience a plus, but not required. 

This is a full-time position. 
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Statistics show the im-
pact parents have on their 
child’s education. A child 
spends five times as much 
time outside the classroom 
than they do in school. Chil-

Meet the teacher, an important night for parents and students
dren whose parents are in-
volved with them in family 
literacy activities score 10 
points higher on standard-
ized reading tests.

That’s great informa-

tion. But what does it mean 
for your child and their edu-
cation?

Cherry Creek Elemen-
tary is holding an open 
house on Tuesday, Aug. 28, 

to help parents answer ques-
tions and get ready for the 
school year.

Helping children learn 
is enhanced when teachers 

and parents work as part-
ners by establishing expect-
ed routines and communi-
cation. How often should 
you expect to hear from the 
teacher about what is hap-
pening with the classroom? 
How much homework can 
you expect your child to 
have on a weekly basis? 
Each teacher will have a par-
ent information presentation 
to answer questions about 
class expectations, commu-
nication and homework.

“Learning is enhanced 
when parents, teachers and 
students all work together 
and follow the same plan,” 
said Shelli Otten, Cher-
ry Creek principal. “In one 
evening, we provide the op-
portunity to begin that part-
nership with open commu-
nication and understanding. 
The staff is excited for the 
new year and the new ad-
ventures ahead.”

Additional time is 
planned for students to meet 
their new teacher and be-
gin the relationship that will 
help them be successful dur-
ing the school year. This 
personal meeting can help 
a child be more comfortable 
in the classroom and ready 

to learn from the first day of 
school. 

“This event is a great 
opportunity to start the learn-
ing year off right. Getting to 
know the parents and stu-
dents is just the first step on 
the path of learning togeth-
er,” said Martha Hayden, 
second grade teacher. “This 
event will help set up all of 
us for another terrific school 
year.”

Doors open at 5 pm for 
tours, information booths 
and a hot dog dinner. Half 
hour sessions are sched-
uled that alternate meet the 
teacher time with parent 
information presentations. 
Second and third grade will 
have parent information pre-
sentations from 5:30-6 pm 
and meet the teacher time 
from 6-6:30 pm. Fourth and 
fifth grade will have parent 
information presentations 
from 5:30-6 pm with meet 
the teacher time from 6-6:30 
pm. During parent presenta-
tions, children are invited to 
enjoy the playground, which 
will be supervised by school 
staff. Dinner, tours and ac-
tivity information booths 
will be available from 
5-7:30 pm.

Secretary of State Ruth 
Johnson reminds custom-
ers that all branch offices 
and the Office of the Great 
Seal will close on Monday, 
Sept. 3, in observance of La-
bor Day. Secretary of State 
SUPER!Centers normal-
ly offer Saturday hours but 
will be closed on Saturday, 
Sept. 1.

The Department of 
State mails notices to mo-
torists 45 days before their 
driver’s license or license 
plates expire to give them 
ample time to renew. Li-
censes and plates that expire 
on a day when state offices 
are closed, such as a holiday 
or weekend, can be renewed 
the following day without 
penalty.

Most people renewing 
license plates, driver’s li-
censes and ID cards can do 
business online at www.Ex-
pressSOS.com or by mail. 
Easy to follow instructions 

Secretary of State offices  closed for Labor Day
can be found with the re-
newal notice. Additional 
services can be done online 
as well.

License plate tabs can 
also be renewed at Self-
Service Stations, many of 
which are available around 
the clock. Visit the Branch 
Office Locator at www.
michigan.gov/sos to find a 
Self-Service Station near 
you.

With the exception of 
holidays, offices are open 

Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Friday from 9 am to 
5 pm. Smaller offices may 
close for the lunch hour. On 
Wednesdays, most offices 
are open from 11 am to 7 pm, 
with those in city centers 
open 9 am to 5 pm. PLUS 
offices and SUPER!Centers 
are open from 9 am to 
7 pm on Wednesdays. 
SUPER!Centers also pro-
vide Saturday hours from 9 
am to noon.

For more information 

about Secretary of State of-
fice locations and additional 
services, visit www.michi-
gan.gov/sos. Sign up for the 
official Secretary of State 
Twitter feed at www.twitter.
com/michsos and Facebook 
updates at www.facebook.
com/michigansos.

Customers also may 
call the Department of State 
Information Center to speak 
to a customer-service repre-
sentative at 888-SOS-MICH 
(767-6424).

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Community Health 
(MDCH) announced today 
that the first case of variant 
H3N2 influenza infection in 
Michigan has been report-
ed in a Washtenaw County 
child. State laboratory re-
sults indicate the child has 
tested positive for influ-
enza A (H3N2) variant, or 
H3N2v. The child, who had 
recent exposure to swine at 
the Ingham County Fair, ex-
perienced mild illness and 
was not hospitalized. The 

First case of influenza A 
variant detected in Michigan

state laboratory results will 
be sent to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) for confir-
matory testing. MDCH is 
working with local health 
departments to identify any 
other potential cases.

"While this strain of flu 
is new to Michigan, it's im-
portant that people remem-
ber the common-sense, sim-
ple steps that can be taken 
to protect their health as we 
would with any flu season," 
said Dr. Dean Sienko, Inter-

im Chief Medical Executive 
of the MDCH. "Washing 
your hands, covering your 
nose and mouth when you 
sneeze or cough, and stay-
ing home when you feel sick 
are some of the best ways to 
protect yourself and others 
from becoming ill."

"This is not a food safety 
issue as influenza viruses are 
not transmitted by food. You 
cannot get influenza from 
eating pork or pork prod-
ucts," said Dr. Nancy Frank, 
Assistant State Veternarian, 

Michigan Department of 
Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment (MDARD).  

Michigan joins the na-
tional investigation of re-
cent H3N2v cases. On Aug. 
10, the CDC announced 
153 cases of H3N2v infec-
tion had been reported in 
the United States since July 
12. Cases have been re-
ported in Hawaii, Indiana, 
Ohio, and Illinois. Most 
cases have occurred in chil-

Influenza, continued, 
page 7
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An asthma attack, or 
flare-up, is when your asth-
ma symptoms suddenly 
worsen. When that occurs, 
you may have any of the fol-
lowing:

•	 shortness of breath, 
trouble breathing or rapid 
breathing.

•	 trouble doing nor-
mal activities, such as play-
ing sports, exercising or 
doing chores that involve 
lifting.

•	 trouble talking.
•	 tightness in your 

chest.
An asthma attack can be 

caused by many things, such 
as stress, not taking  your 
medicine, or breathing ir-
ritants, like tobacco smoke, 

perfumes, animal hair or 
dust.

If you think you are 
having an asthma attack, 
stay calm and use your res-
cue inhaler. If  you have a 
nebulizer, use this instead of 
your inhaler. If your breath-
ing gets easier after using 
your medicine, you may still 
want to call your doctor to 
discuss follow-up or other 
treatments. Make sure your 
family knows what to do if 
you suffer an asthma attack. 
Call 911 or go to ER if:
•	 your inhaler is not work-

ing.
•	 your breathing gets 

worse.
•	 you begin to feel drowsy.

If you’re somewhat 
familiar with investing, you 
may know that the Roth IRA 
is a great retirement-savings 
vehicle. But are you aware 
that some of its benefits 
can also pay off for the next 
generation of your family?  

To understand why this 
is so, it’s necessary to be 
familiar with a Roth IRA’s 
features. For starters, when 
you contribute to a Roth 
IRA, your earnings have the 
potential to grow tax free, 
provided you don’t start 
taking withdrawals until 
you’re 59 1/2 and you’ve 
had your account at least 
five years. The amounts 
you contributed aren’t 
taxed when withdrawn 
because you’ve already paid 
taxes on the money you 
put in. And the potential 
for tax-free earnings can 
continue even when your 
beneficiaries inherit your 
Roth IRA, though you’ll 
need to consult with your 
tax advisor on this issue. 

A Roth IRA also offers 
other features that can help 
you build resources for 
retirement while possibly 
helping your surviving 

Roth IRA: for your 
retirement and beyond

family members. For one 
thing, you can contribute 
to your Roth IRA for as 
long as you have some 
earned income, up to 
the contribution limits, 
and as long as you meet 
certain income limitations. 
Even if you’ve officially 
“retired,” you might do 
some consulting or part-
time work. So you could put 
some of your earnings into 
your Roth IRA. This ability 
to keep funding your Roth 
IRA virtually indefinitely 
can give you more flexibility 
in managing your retirement 
income  — and, depending 
on how you do manage that 
income and what your other 
objectives may be, you 
may also end up with more 
money that could be left to 
your beneficiaries.  

Also, unlike a 
traditional IRA or a 401(k), 
a Roth IRA does not require 
you to start taking minimum 
distributions at age 70 
1/2. In fact, you are never 
required to withdraw money 
from your Roth IRA. And 
by leaving your account 
intact for as long as possible, 
you’ll potentially have more 
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money available for a variety 
of options — one of which 
may involve leaving sums 
to your beneficiaries. Your 
non-spouse beneficiaries 
must take annual required 
minimum distributions, but 
they have the option to take 
the distributions over their 
lifetime. 

Keep in mind, though, 
that your Roth IRA is part 
of your estate for purposes 
of federal estate taxes. In 
2012, your estate would 
be subject to these taxes 
if it were worth more than 
$5.12 million (or less, if 
you made certain gifts). In 
2013, however, this amount 
is scheduled to drop to $1 
million unless Congress acts 
on this issue. (Some states 
also have estate taxes that 
apply at amounts less than 
the federal amount.) In any 
case, if you have a sizable 
estate, you should consult 
with your tax and legal 
advisors.  

When you invest in a 
Roth IRA, your goal, first 
and foremost, is to help fund 
your retirement. In fact, 
basically all your decisions 
regarding your Roth IRA 
— how much to contribute, 
where to invest the money 
and when to begin taking 
withdrawals — should 
be based on your own 
retirement goals. However, 
as a side benefit to investing 
in a Roth IRA, you may find 
that you could help out the 
next generation, or two, of 
your family. 

•••
Never forget what a man says 

to you when he is angry.
~ Henry Ward Beecher (1813 -  1887) 
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Letters To The Editor:
The Lowell Ledger welcomes your Letters 

to the Editor. Letters are required to bear the 
author’s signature, phone number and address (for 
verification purposes only, not for publication). 
Letters will be published at the discretion of the 
publisher . All letters are subject to editing for 
length and grammar. Thank you letters, advertising 
or personal attacks will not be printed.  

Letters may be submitted via email to: 
ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com (“to the Editor” 
in subject line) or dropped off or mailed to: The 
Lowell Ledger, 105 N. Broadway, Lowell, MI 
49331. Also, our website, www.lowellbuyersguide.
com  has a link to submit  emails on the left side 
of the page.

Sen. Carl Levin

Michigan Olympians 
are winners at 
more than just sports

135 years ago
Lowell Journal         
Aug. 22, 1877

The post-office at Grattan was burglarized last 
Wednesday night. Burglars took $10 in money and 
$5 worth of brandy. The brandy was not one of the 
appurtenances belonging thereto but was a part of the 
invoice in Spencer’s drug store wherein is located the 
post-office. No clue to the rascals.

Levi Demitt is in the Kent County jail for perjury. 
He would like a Demitt from that lodge. – Lowell 
Journal. Well, Demitt, who wouldn’t? – Evening News. 
We wouldn’t Demitt a good taste to make jokes on 
a poor fellow in such a tight place. – Mich. Farmer. 
NuncDemitt. – G. R. Democrat. The last paragrapher 
is fined five dollars.

The Saranac band excursion to Grand Haven and 
Muskegon was a gratifying success. There were 775 
passengers and the managers cleared $400. Many 
persons went from Lowell. The Lowell Cornet Band 
made a good record.

 

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

Aug. 22, 1912
The Lyceum BioScenograph Co. will show at the 

Idle Hour theatre one week commencing Monday, 
Aug. 26. Entire change of program each night of 
moving pictures, a program of merit, the show of 
quality, the greatest world’s events from pole to pole, 
from hemisphere to hemisphere. Endorsed by pulpit 
and press, with good comedies for each and every 
show.

At Mayville we met Lloyd M. Coppens, a former 
Lowell boy, who is playing the summer season with 
Kelly & Brennon Dramatic company. Lloyd is driving 
a 40 h. p. motor car and enjoying life. Says when he 
gets ready, he is coming back to Lowell and [will] build 
a house close by the old swimming hole.

George Blakeslee’s new basement barn, on the 
farm at Lowell Center, was struck by lightning during 
the storm Sunday night and quite badly damaged.

John Carson fell while loading a car of lumber 

Saturday noon, the staging having given way beneath 
him and his left arm was so badly torn as to require 
several stitches.

 

75 years ago
The Lowell Ledger and Alto Solo

August 26, 1937
Headline: Continue Closing Thursday Afternoons – 

According to a canvass of Main-st. made the first of this 
week, it is quite apparent that a majority of the business 
places favor closing their stores on Thursday afternoons 
the year around. Thursday afternoon closings have 
been in vogue during the summer months. Therefore, 
according to the wishes of the majority, Thursday 
afternoon closings will be continued the year around. 
There are one or more exceptions as follows: Stores 
will not be closed on Thursday afternoons of any week 
where-in there is a double holiday or where a single 
legal holiday falls on Friday, or any Thursday falling on 
or between Dec. 15th and 25th. The Ledger has been 
required to make the above announcement.

Main-st. was visited Wednesday by a pair of bicycle 
tourists who upon inquiry, informed us that they were 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Benedict of Benton Harbor. 
They have been traveling by bicycle for five weeks 
through Michigan going more than 1,000 miles. They 
carry all their sleeping and cooking equipment with 
them.

Garbage Collection – Frank Major, Keene-tp. farmer, 
announces that he will make garbage collections in 
Lowell regularly, collecting from residences once a 
week and twice a week from stores. A good garbage 
collection service is one of the town’s crying needs and 
it is hoped that Mr. Major will meet with success.

Lew Morse, well-known Lowell boy and assistant 
at Bruce McMahon’s Standard Oil Station, who left 
here last Saturday on a vacation tour through New 
York state and Canada, was taken suddenly ill Sunday 
afternoon and upon reaching Hamilton Ont., was taken 
to General Hospital in that city where it was found he 
suffered an attack of appendicitis. An operation was 
performed about midnight Sunday. A telegram and 
letter to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Will J. Morse, state 
that Lew is recovering nicely and that he probably will 
be able to leave the hospital within a week or ten days. 
All will be glad to hear this favorable news.

 

50 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

Aug. 23, 1962
Headline: Swim Carnival Slated at ‘Y’ – This Saturday 

morning, August 25, at 10 a.m. the “Y” will hold a swim 
carnival for the youngsters of Lowell. Swimming at 
the King Memorial Pool ends officially on Friday night, 
August 31 and the carnival will begin the wind-up of 
swimming fun for this summer. The carnival will include 
races of one length of the pool for kids in the eight years 

There’s a little some-
thing for everybody in the 
Olympics: drama, compe-
tition, pageantry and spec-
tacle, stories of victory and 
of triumph over adversity. 
For Michigan in the 2012 
Games in London, there 
was all that and more.

Our state was excep-
tionally well-represented at 
the just-completed games. 
Eleven athletes with Michi-
gan ties won medals in Lon-
don, including 10 Ameri-
cans and one Canadian. 
But the Olympic Games 

are about more than victory 
and gold. Michigan athletes 
gave us valuable lessons, 
not just about hard work and 
dedication on the field or 
in the pool, but about how 
to overcome tough circum-
stances and handle adversity 
with poise.

Michigan cheered re-
markable triumphs. Swim-
mer Michael Phelps, who 
perfected his legendary 
training routine in Ann Ar-

bor, cemented his place as 
one of the all-time greats in 
Olympic history with four 
gold and two silver medals, 
bringing his all-time medal 
count to 22. 

Another swimmer, Alli-
son Schmitt of Canton, also 
ranks among the most suc-
cessful Olympic athletes 
ever. She won five medals, 
three gold, in London, giv-
ing her six in her career. 

Only six American women 
have won more.

Swimmers and Univer-
sity of Michigan graduates 
Davis Tarwater and Charlie 
Houchin helped the United 
States win gold in the men’s 
800 meter relay, and former 
U-M competitor Tyler Clary 
won gold in the men’s 200 
meter backstroke.   Betsey 
Armstrong, another U-M 
graduate, helped the U.S. 
women win gold in water 
polo. Rochester native Peter 
Vanderkaay won bronze in 
the 400 meter freestyle.

Our state was well rep-
resented in track and field 
as well: Lauryn Williams, 
a Detroit native and for-
mer silver medalist sprinter, 
helped the U.S. women win 
the gold medal in the 400 
meter relay.

Michigan athletes stood 
out not just for their success 
in competition, but for their 
compelling stories.

Boxer Claressa Shields 
is a student at Flint North-
western High School. Just 
17 and barely old enough 
to qualify for the games, 
she defeated a boxer nearly 
twice her age, and far more 
experienced, for the middle-
weight gold medal. It was 
the first gold medal for the 
United States in women’s 
boxing, and Shields im-

pressed observers in Lon-
don with her enthusiasm and 
poise as well as her skill in 
the ring.

Gymnast Jordyn 
Wieber, a student at DeWitt 
High School, came to Lon-
don with high hopes. But 
she left London with prizes 
more precious even than a 
gold medal: admiration and 
respect. Hampered by a leg 
fracture that required her to 
wear a protective boot af-
ter competition ended, she 
suffered disappointment in 
the individual events, but 
bounced back to help the 
U.S. women win their first 
team gold medal in gym-
nastics in 16 years. Wieber 
handled the scrutiny of the 
Olympic spotlight with dig-
nity and maturity far beyond 
her years.

We’re justifiably proud 
of all Michigan’s Olympic 
athletes – no matter where 
they finished, the moment 
they set foot in London they 
achieved the rare honor of 
competing at the highest 
level. We thrilled to their 
victories, and we felt the 
pain of their disappoint-
ments. But most of all, we 
are proud of the way they 
represented Michigan and 
America: with dignity, de-
termination and grit. 

Looking Back, 
continued, page 10
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CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
(Assembly of God)

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery
Robert Holmes, Pastor

SUNDAYS:
Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m.

“The Source” Youth: 7:00 p.m.

2275 West Main Street  • 897-7168
Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org

Rev. Jon Pickens
Rev. W. Lee Taylor & Pastor Phil Severn
Sun. Worship Service..........................9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Sunday School Hour/ABF’s...................................11:00 A.M.
AWANA 6-8/Youth Ministry............................Wed. 6:15 P.M.

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell

9:45 A.M. .....................Sunday School
10:30 A.M............................Fellowship
11:00 A.M.................................Worship

Nursery & Children 
Worship Programs Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service..............Sunday -10:00 A.M.
(Nursery available)

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Rod Galindo
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship................10:00 A. M.
Sunday School....................11:20 A.M.
Evening Worship...................6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

402 Amity St. • 897-9820
www.stmary-lowell.com

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 10:00 AM
Saturday confessions: 3-4:30 PM

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:00 AM - 8 PM
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS - CALL PETE WIGGINS  897-7915

SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 393, EWTN FOR 24 HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING

201 N. Washington
Lowell, MI • 897-8800

Pastor Wes Hershberger
Sundays - Christian Education.........9:15 a.m.
Celebration.....................................10:40 a.m.
 Wednesdays - Kid’s Service, Teen’s Service, 
Adult Bible Study..............................7:00 p.m.

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

621 E. Main Street • 897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

MAY 27 - JULY 8 -
Summer Worship....................9:30 a.m.
JULY 15 -  AUGUST 26 -
Summer Worship @ the Riverwalk . 9:30a.m.

Rev. Rick Blunt

Barrier-free entrance

happy 
birthday!

churchesarea

weddings college news

DOORS/GUTTERS

AUGUST 22
Mike Blough, Shane 
Teelander.

AUGUST 23
Kacy Anderson, Rhea 
Bundy Anes, Stephen 
Rhodes, Brandon Taylor, 
Ron Kennedy, Jesse Carr, 
Katie Peterson, Chad 
Peterson.

AUGUST 24
Tim Raymor, Angela 
Rasch, Don Geelhoed, 
April Barnes, Kelly 
Johnson, David 
Vankeulen, Nicholas 
Myers.

AUGUST 25
Patty Elzinga, Lindsey 
Trierweiler, Margaret 
Rozeboom, Misty 
McClure-Anderson.

AUGUST 26
Teresa Kimble, Regan 
Doyle, Dianne Gee, Elva 
Ayres, Brandie Barnes.

AUGUST 27
Virgil Roudabush.

AUGUST 28
Lee Miller, Terri Hoag, Kim 
Stager.

Kourtney Wittenbach 
and Ange Kramo became 
husband and wife on June 
15, 2012. The couple got 
married in Las Vegas and 
later celebrated with family 
and friends at Ada Christian 
School in Ada.

The bride is the daugh-
ter of Ken and Kim Witten-
bach of Lowell. She grad-
uated from Lowell High 
School and Davenport Uni-
versity in medical assisting. 

Kramo/Wittenbach

Kourtney and Ange Kramo

The groom is the son of 
Faustin and Suzanne Kra-
mo of Abidjan, Ivory Coast, 
West Africa. He is currently 
finishing his accounting de-
gree at Davenport Univer-
sity and is planning to work 
on his master’s. He also has 
an engineering degree from 
the Polytechnic Institute on 
Ivory Coast.

The couple is residing 
in Caledonia.

University officials 
have announced that more 
than 4,000 students received 
academic honors for the se-
mester that ended in May 
2012 at Ferris State Univer-
sity and Kendall College of 
Art and Design.

To be eligible for aca-
demic honors, undergraduate 
students must have accumu-
lated at least a 3.5 GPA in no 
fewer than 12 credit hours of 
coursework at the 100 level 
or higher during the given 
semester, while part-time 
students must have accumu-
lated at least 12 credit hours 
of graded coursework at the 
100 level or higher with a 
3.5 semester GPA and a 3.3 
cumulative GPA.

The following are local 
students who have earned 
academic honors:

Ada: Pearce Liversedge, 
Claire Vredevoogd, Ben-
jamin Biondo, Cameron 
Raterink, Stephanie Facer, 
Chelsea Seekell, Charles 
Alm, Daniel Mooney, Brett 
Lesiewicz, Anthony Amato, 
Anna Geurink, Emily Ci-
osek, Brian Clark, Nicholas  
Szymanski, Kasey Stow-
ell, Jessica Covert, Dave 
Reeves, Jonathan Lodden, 
Brooke Hanson, Chelsea 
Broekema, Daniel Van Ot-
teren, Nicole Finch, Natalie 
Hughes, Emily Canda, Julie 
Mooney, and Justin Holmes.

Alto: Jackson Botsford, 
Janay Senneker, John Wild-

er, Kristine Huberts, and 
April Beresford.

Lowell: Courtney Wi-
erzbicki, Renae Reed, Kyle 
Wittenbach, Megan Wil-
lemstein, Logan DeCler-
cq, Kathryn Fisher, Austin 
Blough, Maranda Ruegseg-
ger, Amanda Ezinga, Erica 
Patrick, Parker Liu, Max-
well Stormzand, Jessica 
Gonzalez, Tammy Garcia, 
Andrew Pfaller, Mitchell 
Mcrae, Devon Chopp, Ca-
leb Schultz, Rex Jernigan, 
Melissa Zuiderveen, Karol 
Burnham, Chelsey Treglia, 
Jessica Hook, and Jordan 
Whitman.

Some 1,980 students 
completed the requirements 
for certificates, associate, 
bachelor’s, master’s and 
doctoral degrees at Ferris 
State University and Ken-
dall College of Art and De-
sign during the semester that 
ended in May 2012. The fol-
lowing are local graduates, 
their degrees, majors and 
honors:

Ada: Charles Alm, 
Bachelor of Science, con-
struction management and 
Associate in Applied Sci-
ence, building construc-
tion tech; Benjamin Bion-
do, Bachelor of Fine Arts, 
graphic design; Brett Lesie-
wicz, Associate in Applied 
Science, building construc-
tion tech, summa cum laude 
and Bachelor of Science, 

construction management, 
summa cum laude; Pearce 
Liversedge, Bachelor of Sci-
ence, nuclear medicine tech-
nology, summa cum laude; 
Kevin Piechowiak, Associ-
ate in Applied Arts, building 
construction tech and civil 
engineering technology; and 
Benjamin Scudder, Bach-
elor of Science, computer 
networks and systems.

Alto: Sara Fifarek, 
Bachelor of Fine Arts, pho-
tography; Kristine Hu-
berts, Associate in Applied 
Science, health informa-
tion technology, summa 
cum laude; Conrad Ruffilo, 
Bachelor of Science, weld-
ing engineering technolo-
gy; Andrew Silverman, As-
sociate in Applied Science, 
welding technology; and 
John Wilder, Bachelor of 
Science, nuclear medicine 
technology, cum laude.

Lowell: Karol Burn-
ham, Associate in Applied 
Science, health information 
technology, summa cum 

laude; Cunningham, Asso-
ciate in Applied Science, 
heavy equipment technolo-
gy; Trevor Hoard, Associate 
in Arts, pre-criminal justice 
and Bachelor of Science, 
criminal justice law enforce-
ment; Andrew Kelly, Bach-
elor of Fine Arts, industrial 
design; Erica Patrick, Bach-
elor of Social Work, so-
cial work; Andrew Pfaller, 
Bachelor of Science, weld-
ing engineering technolo-
gy, summa cum laude; Ma-
randa Ruegsegger, Bachelor 
of Science, nuclear medi-
cine technology, magna 
cum laude; Spencer Sellner, 
Bachelor of Science, crimi-
nal justice law enforcement; 
Blake Spoelman, Bachelor 
of Applied Science, digi-
tal animation/game design; 
Maxwell Stormzand, As-
sociate in Applied Science, 
building construction tech; 
and Kaleb Yonkers, Certifi-
cates, culinary management 
and restaurant and food ind. 
mgmt., magna cum laudes. 
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RESOLUTION TO PROCEED WITH 
IMPROVEMENTS TO BIG CROOKED LAKE
At a special meeting of the Big Crooked Lake Improvement 

Board held at the Grattan Township Hall on the 
14th day of August, 2012, at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Bajema, Freeman, Rolls and VanderPloeg  
ABSENT: Byl 
The following resolution was offered by member VanderPloeg and 
seconded by member Rolls.

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on the improvement pro-
gram for Big Crooked Lake; and
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Big Crooked Lake Improvement 
Board to proceed with implementation of improvements to the lake 
including nuisance aquatic plant control, aquatic plant control ad-
ministration and inspections, project administration, and contin-
gency. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
1. The Lake Board hereby determines that the proposed improve-

ments are practical and it confirms its intent to proceed with the 
improvements. 

2. The Lake Board hereby approves the lake improvement pro-
gram and the estimate of costs for the improvements in the 
amount of $25,500 per year for five years (2013 – 2017).

3. This resolution shall be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in Kent County. The project shall not, thereafter, be 
subject to attack except in an action brought in a court of com-
petent jurisdiction within 30 days after publication.

ADOPTED: AYES:  All 
 NAYS:  None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

STATE OF MICHIGAN  )
     ) ss
COUNTY OF KENT   )

I, Sabrina Freeman, Secretary of said Big Crooked Lake Improve-
ment Board, do hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy 
of a resolution adopted by the lake board at a meeting held on the 
14th day of August, 2012. Public notice of said meeting was given 
pursuant to and in compliance with Act 267, Public Acts of Michi-
gan 1976, as amended.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand, this 14th 
day of August, 2012.

Sabrina Freeman, Secretary
Big Crooked Lake Improvement Board

At the Family Dentistry of Lowell, your 
family is part of our family.

That’s why we’re so caring, nurturing and 
compassionate.

We provide the dentistry and oral 
healthcare you need with TLC.

Isn’t that what you want for your family? 
Isn’t that what you want from your dentist?

does Your dentist
Your FamilY deserves?

Family Dentistry of Lowell

147 north Center street, lowell
www.FamilYdentistrYoFlowell.Com

ann wilson, d.d.s.  |  JenniFer BYrd, d.d.s.

now aCCepting new patients – Call: 616-897-4835  

Provide the Care

FARM STAND & BAKERY
11999 CASCADE

(Corner of Cascade Rd. & Alden Nash)

HOURS:
Monday - Wednesday  6 am - 6:30 pm; 

Saturday - 7 am - 5 pm
CLOSED 

SUNDAYS

• SWEET CORN • 
TOMATOES
• PEACHES • 

PAULA RED & 
GINGERGOLD APPLES

www.heidisfarmstand.com

GREG VAN STRIEN
HEATING AND PLUMBING

HEATING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE & INSTALLATION

PLUMBING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
WARM AIR/RADIANT HEAT

OIL BURNER SERVICE

(616) 897-5569
Visa And Master Card Accepted

Influenza, continued
 been mild and not re-
quired treatment, and have 
resolved on their own. 
MDCH and MDARD rec-
ommend anyone experienc-
ing flu symptoms who had 
recent exposure to swine 
visit their health care pro-
vider and tell them about 
this exposure.

Nationally, all identi-
fied H3N2v illnesses have 
been similar to that of sea-
sonal influenza. Certain 
people are at greater risk 
of serious flu-related com-
plications (including young 
children, elderly persons, 
pregnant women, and peo-
ple with certain long-term 
medical conditions) which 
is true of both seasonal in-
fluenza and variant influen-
za infections.

Most human infections 
with H3N2v have occurred 
following direct contact 
with pigs. As a precaution, 
MDARD has been notify-
ing swine exhibitors, fairs, 
and veterinarians of proper 
safety measures to prevent 
spreading illnesses.

"Throughout this fair 
season, MDARD has con-
tinued to stress the im-
portance of implementing 
stringent bio-security prac-
tices to reduce exposure to 
animal diseases, especial-
ly those that might impact 
people," said Dr. Frank. 
"Swine owners, fairs show-
ing livestock or exhibits 

featuring animals need to be 
diligent about their livestock 
and contact their veterinari-
an if animals become ill or 
exhibit signs of illness."

There are steps that 
can be taken to prevent the 
spread of influenza between 
people and pigs:

•	 Wash your hands 
frequently with soap and 
running water before and af-
ter exposure to animals.

•	 Never eat, drink, 
or put things in your mouth 
while in animal areas, and 
don't take food or drink into 
animal areas.

•	 Children young-

er than five, people 65 and 
older, pregnant women, and 
people with certain chron-
ic medical conditions (such 
as, asthma, diabetes, heart 
disease, weakened immune 
systems, and neurological or 
neurodevelopmental condi-
tions) are at high risk for se-
rious complications if they 
get influenza. People with 
these risk factors should 
consider avoiding exposure 
to pigs and swine barns this 
summer, especially if sick 
pigs have been identified.

•	 If you have animals 
- including swine - watch 
them for signs of illness, 

and call a veterinarian if you 
suspect they might be sick.

For more informa-
tion about the investiga-
tion and H3N2v, please visit 
the CDC's website at http://
www.cdc.gov/flu/swineflu/
influenza-variant-viruses-
h3n2v.htm

If there were a way to 
plant a tree in Michigan's 
state forests from the com-
fort of home and without 
ever having to lift a shov-
el or spend a single dollar, 
chances are most residents 
would do it. Now, thanks to 
a Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources' (DNR) 
partnership with Treecycler, 
they can.

The DNR is work-
ing with Treecycler (www.
treecycler.com), a new 

platform where consumers 
team up with their favorite 
consumer brands to plant 
trees as part of reforestation 
projects around the world. 
Treecycler has also built a 
strong social media pres-
ence on Facebook through 
which people can find and 
redeem tree-planting codes.

In Michigan, Treecy-
cler dollars will go toward 
restoration, expansion and 
maintenance of red and jack 
pine communities and to 

maintain habitat for the en-
dangered Kirtland's warbler.

"We are actively work-
ing to change the notion of 
what it means to 'donate to 
a cause,'" said Aaron Kins-
man, with Treecycler. "Do-
nations are usually only con-
sidered when we have extra 
money, and in today's tough 
times not too many folks 
have a lot of extra money.

"We wanted to connect 
the opportunity to 'do good' 
with actual commerce, so 

that the opportunity would 
be free to the consumer," he 
explained. "We determined 
the best model would be to 
partner with the most repu-
table folks around the world 
who plant trees, and then at-
tract both users and brands to 
the program."

Right now, there are two 
ways to find valid tree-plant-
ing codes:

•	 Visit the Treecycler 
"code" page at http://tiny.

cc/iqn0cw and "like" the 
Treecycler page; or

•	 Visit www.face-
book.com/treecycler and 
play Forest Find - an easy 
game in which the viewer 
has to spot three differences 
between two similar photos.

Once a code is uncov-
ered, the finder takes it to the 
Treecycler website to learn 
about partner projects and 
choose where the tree will 
be planted. From that point, 
it's easy to share the news 

Treecycler helps forest fans ‘plant’ trees in Michigan
on Facebook and encourage 
other friends to plant trees, 
too.

"Treecycler's forest-
ry partners benefit through 
added exposure of their 
tree planting projects and 
from the funds they receive 
from Treecycler," said Bill 
O'Neill, chief of the DNR's 
Forest Resources Division. 
"Every time a user redeems 
a code and plants a tree for 

Treecycler, continued, 
page 10
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Notice of Confirmation
Of Special Assessment Roll 

For Improvements to 
Big Crooked Lake

TAKE NOTICE that the Big Crooked Lake 
Improvement Board has confirmed the 
Special Assessment Roll for improvements 
to Big Crooked Lake.  The Special Assess-
ment Roll in the amount of $117,500 has 
been prepared for the purpose of assess-
ing the cost of nuisance aquatic plant con-
trol, aquatic plant control administration 
and inspections, project administration, 
and contingencies over a five-year period 
(2013 to 2017).  Said Special Assessment 
Roll and all assessments thereon are final 
and conclusive unless attacked in a court 
of competent jurisdiction within 30 days of 
this notice.

This notice is being published pursuant 
to Part 309 of the Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection Act, PA 451 of 
1994, as amended.

Big Crooked Lake Improvement Board
Kent County, Michigan

by Emma Palova

The annual Art Attack 
fundraiser for the Low-
ell Arts was well attended, 
with music by Roger Mc-
Naughton and food by El-
la’s.

Approximately 105 
people attended the event 
under the tent on Hudson 
Street.

“It was a great evening 
of fun and entertainment,” 
said marketing director 

Art Attack 2012 well attended
Kacey Cornwell of Lowell 
Arts.

The big draw was the 
online silent auction and 
prizes, like Kissing Rock 
Kitchens’ three course meal 
for eight.

Ella’s dished out small 
bite plates with artichokes, 
aioli, hummus and goat 
cheese.

The music was provid-
ed by the Wengers as well.
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897-9555
105 N. Broadway

Lowell

• CATALOGS 
• FLIERS/COUPONS  

• BROCHURES 
• POST CARDS  

• BUSINESS CARDS 
• ENVELOPES

• LETTERHEAD 
• BOOKLETS

• PROGRAMS 
• POSTERS

 AND 
 MUCH MORE!

From 
black & 
white to 
full color 

we’ll 
give your 
printed 

materials

IMPACT!

COMPLETE 

DESIGN STAFF

Pre-register  by September 7th.   Beginners class, ages 7 to ?   
Cost is $48.00 for the eight week course.

COMMUNITY SQUARE DANCE
ON MONDAYS • SEPTEMBER 10 • 7-9 PM.   

Instruction and Dancing.  $6.00 per night. New dancers wel-
come. Easy floor.  All ages.  Pre-register by Sept. 7th. 

For more information contact 
Lynda or Bob Warner Cci, at 616-374-8205 

or email tfcloggers@att.net 

The Thunder Floor Cloggers, 
serving the community for 22 years!

TUESDAY 6-7 PM •  SEPTEMBER 11
In the Cloggers Barn at 

1417 Johnson Street
Lake Odessa, MI 48849

INTRODUCTION TO
CLOGGING
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Organization: 	Franciscan Life Process Center

Position: 	 Director of Music Therapy

Residence:	 Saranac

Education: 	 Master of Arts in Education, 
	 University of Minnesota, Duluth
Experience:	 Working with children and adults 
	 with cognitive delay behavioral needs

Hobbies: 	 Gardening, outdoor activities, cross
	 stitching and crocheting

Sister Mary Margaret Delaski

Stay Connected 

sports
    coverage

food &
     dining

  local  events

community
                 news

in print, online or on the go - the lowell ledger keeps you connected to what’s happening in the community

www.thelowellledger.com 616.897.9261

by Emma Palova

Sister Mary Margaret 
Delaski, a harpist and music 
director at the Franciscan 
Life Process Center, is 
a true pioneer of music 
therapy.

Delaski is the founder 
and director of music 

programs at the center 
located in Vergennes 
Township.

  “I was trained as a 
music educator and I began 
to see how powerful music 
was to help people with 
special needs,” she said.

Today, Delaski is in 
charge of a three tiered 
program at the center, 

Franciscan Life Process Center 
music director pioneered music therapy

including music instruction, 
adaptive music lessons and 
music therapy for adults and 
children with behavioral or 
emotional needs.

Currently, the center 
contracts with hospitals, 
nursing homes and schools 

to provide music therapy 
services.

However, in the 1970s 
the field of music therapy 
was so new that literally 
nobody knew that it existed.

“The biggest challenge 
was that nobody knew what 
it was,” she said. “It was a 
new profession and there 
was not a lot of research to 

validate it. It was hard to 
convince people of the value 
of it.”

Delaski’s thesis work 
was “The Phenomenal 
Music Behavior of Children 
with Autism.”

After receiving an 
e q u i v a l e n c y 
degree from 
Michigan State 
U n i v e r s i t y , 
Delaski worked 
for a year at 
the university 
as a graduate 
assistant.

She has 
been a member 
of the order of 
the Franciscans 
since graduating 
from high school 
in Wisconsin.

The center 
is certified by 
the American 
Music Therapy 
Association as a 
training site for 
new therapists, 
that come from 
all over the 
country.

D e l a s k i 
overcame the 
early challenges 
of the profession 
with the support 
of the religious 
community.

S h e 
provided music 
therapy to 
children with 
autism at the 
Grand Rapids 
public schools.

Once the 
center was built 
in 1990, children 
could come 
and have first-
hand experience 
on the land by 
integrating music 

therapy, art and outdoors.
But that was seasonal 

and difficult to support, 
so the Franciscans started 
contracting again, working 
with nursing homes and 
schools.

The most rewarding part 
of  doing music therapy, for 
Delaski, is the recognition 

that music has the power to 
affect people’s lives.

“People’s lives can 
be affected and changed 
through music therapy,” she 
said.

It is the beauty of seeing 
the child connecting back 
with the outside world.

“We use visual 
things and ribbons; it’s all 
interaction and we engage 
them in the music,” she said. 
“Anybody can benefit from 
music.”

Delaski has had many 
powerful experiences with 
music therapy.

She has seen attitudes 
change of family members 
surrounding a dying woman 
in a hospital. She brought her 
harp and played “Nearer my 
God to Thee.”

“There was a certain 
harmony that entered the 
room instead of tension,” 

she said. “And they told me, 
‘Sister, keep playing; my 
mother just died.’ That was 
one of the most powerful 
moments in my life. It was 
like a transition from one 
point to another.”

Her objective is to 
continue her life of service 
to others.

“There’s a bigger need 
but the financial challenge is 
great,” she said. “The need 
has always been there.”

On the theme of 
handling big projects, 
Delaski said, “When an idea 
comes, feed it by talking 
about it with someone you 
trust.”

And most of all, never 
underestimate where it can 
lead you to.

“It’s very organic; you 
grow your idea,” she said. 
“Take the first step and then 
go step by step.”

A good day for Delaski 
is when she can look back 
at the end of the day and 
see that people had a happy 
time.

On the other hand, a bad 
day can be an outside crisis 
and not getting enough rest.

“When I am tired 
and not rested enough, 
everything is just more 
challenging,” she said.

Delaski also started a 
music therapy program in 
Czech Republic.

Delaski is an 
acknowledged speaker at 
various conferences, such 
as the Great Lakes Regional 
Conference, American 
Music Therapy National 
Conference and many more.

She has received the 
Michigan Piano Teacher 
of the Year award in 1996 
and the Barbara Lipinski 
Professional award in 2006.

Sister Mary Margaret Delaski is the founder of the 
music programs at the Franciscan Life Process Center in 
Vergennes Township.
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and under, ten and under, and twelve and under age 
groups. Races of two lengths of the pool will be for the 
fourteen year old and under and anyone over fifteen. 
These races will be limited to swimming on stomach 
and on back (crawl and backstroke). Besides races 
there will be several novelty contests, such as two and 
three legged running races (in the water of course), 
corkscrew swimming, pajama relays, a treasure hunt 
(looking for pennies on bottom of pool) and a cannon 
ball contest from the high and low boards to be judged 
by the highest splash. All youngsters who wish to enter 
should choose their event and sign up at the pool office 
on or before this Friday. Everyone who enters will get 
free popcorn regardless of who wins or loses. We are 
just out to have some Saturday fun.

 

25 years ago
The Grand Valley Ledger

August 26, 1987
Headline: Car Dealers donate car to Boosters 

Club. The Lowell Auto Dealer’s Association and the 
Lowell Athletic Boosters Club announced this week 
they are joining together in what is hoped will be a 
major fundraiser for the Boosters Club. Thomet 
Chevrolet Buick, Vennen Chrysler-Dodge, Wittenbach 
Oldsmobile-Pontiac and Harold Zeigler Ford are 

donating a 1988 model car to be raffled, with all the 
proceeds going to the Boosters Club to support its 
program. Tickets will be sold at each “home” Lowell 
athletic event during the fall and winter seasons. 
Twenty-four finalists will be drawn at football and 
basketball games. These finalists will then be entered 
for the grand prize drawing scheduled to be held on 
February 19. The grand prize winner will then have 
his or her choice of one of the new cars offered by 
the dealers. The first two finalists will be drawn at next 
week’s opening football game against Ionia. Tickets 
will be available up until halftime of the game and 
also at the girls’ basketball game Tuesday against 
Middleville and at the freshman and JV games on 
Thursday. Watch the Ledger for announcement of the 
finalists after each drawing and for the next drawing 
date.

Bill Rogers of Lowell, has been an avid gardener 
for over thirty years, but he says he’s never grown a 
watermelon this big. Last week, Roger’s wife Verna 
called us to come and take a picture of Bill’s monstrous 
melon. The couple’s children are visiting from the U.P. 
and Bill went to the garden to find a special melon for 
his granddaughter. When he finally got the monster 
wrestled up to the house, he decided to weigh it. It 
tipped the scales at a healthy 46 1/2 pounds!

Looking Back, continued
Michigan's reforestation 
projects on the Treecycler 
website, Treecycler allo-
cates funds for that seedling 
to Michigan's account. We 
get a check once a quarter 
and then send receipts for 
the cost of planting the seed-
lings back to them."

So far, Kinsman said 
response to the program 
(which launched in April 
2012) has been positive, 
swift and, at times, emo-
tional.

"Since opening the 
site, we have been thrilled 
by the deeply personal re-
sponse we've had from all 
of our Treecyclers," he said. 
"Many folks go through the 
process quickly and sim-
ply say 'thanks,' but oth-
ers choose to dedicate their 
trees to loved ones or vic-
tims of natural disasters."

"The appeal of trees is 
universal and the environ-
mental impact is profound," 
he added.

Treecycler is a fun and 
simple way to partner with 
your favorite brands to plant 
trees in reforestation proj-
ects around the globe. Look 
for Treecycler codes on 
mail, products and select lo-
cations online. These codes 
can then be redeemed to 
plant trees around the world. 
Learn more at www.treecy-
cler.com

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
is committed to the conser-
vation, protection, manage-
ment, use and enjoyment of 
the state's natural and cultur-
al resources for current and 
future generations. For more 
information, go to www.
michigan.gov/dnr

Treecycler, 
continued

by Karen Jack

Morgan Groom, 
the Lowell all-star soft-
ball pitcher, was fortunate 
enough to play travel ball 
again this summer, keeping 
herself sharp for her posi-
tion on the Harvard Univer-
sity team this fall.

As a member of the 
Ann Arbor Gold team, they 
went to Maryland at the end 
of July to play in the United 
States Specialty Sports As-
sociation (USSSA) World 
Series and finished fifth. 
Groom was also part of the 

Groom participates in USSSA world series
District 9 team in the Big 
League World Series in Ka-
lamazoo for the third year.

She pitched 10 innings 
of a doubleheader to win the 
Big League Regionals for 
District 9, to advance to the 
Big League World Series, 
but then District 9 unexpect-
edly lost to the West team 
opening night, so tied for 
second in pool play. Since 
they tied for wins with the 
West team, but lost in the 
head-to-head, the West team 
earned the right to play in 

the championship game. 
The Asia-Pacific team won 
the championship.

Groom was voted top 
pitcher of Division 1 in high 
school and was Miss Mich-
igan runner-up for her high 
school efforts. She was also 
Detroit Free Press Scholar 
Athlete, All-State Academ-
ic, All-State, and named to 
the Michigan All-State All-
Star Team.

Groom leaves Thursday 
for Harvard University.

 

by Bonnie Mattson
Staff Writer

Sometimes people just 
know it was more than luck 
that factored into a situation. 
At least that’s the perspec-

Aaron Reiser receives $2,000 scholarship from Heritage Group
tive of the Reiser family of 
Woodland.

Aaron Reiser, son of 
Tom and Michele Reiser, 
has received a $2,000 Broth-
ers Scholarship, renewable 

for three years, from the 
Heritage Group Scholarship 
Fund.

Students may apply 
to the Brothers Scholar-
ship program if a parent is 

employed by The Heritage 
Group. Tom Reiser works 
in Lowell at Crystal Flash, 
a Heritage Group company.

“We’re so proud of 
him and so very glad we 
can watch him continue to 
grow and mature,” said Mi-
chele. “For a time there, we 
weren’t so sure about the fu-
ture.”

In the fall of 2010, Aar-
on began experiencing nose-
bleeds that would not quit. 

What could have been 
a life-altering, even deadly, 
diagnosis turned into a mir-
acle brought on by an out-
pouring of prayers from the 
entire community and be-
yond, according to Michele.

An unstoppable nose-

bleed sent Aaron to the 
emergency room at Pennock 
Hospital. When staff there 
couldn’t stop the bleeding, 
they knew further investiga-
tion into the cause was nec-
essary.

Dr. Michael Nosanov, 
an ear, nose and throat spe-
cialist in Hastings, diag-
nosed Aaron as having ju-
venile nasopharyngeal 
angiofibroma (JMA). It in-
volves a tumor that grows 
in the pharynx and crowds 
out everything in its way, 
including the sinuses and 
bones of the cheek. Aaron’s 
tumor was the size of a golf 
ball and without treatment 
would have continued to 
grow.

It occurs only in adoles-
cent males and according to 
Michele,  only three or four 
cases have been diagnosed 
in the tri-state area in recent 
years. No cause is known. 

Dr. Nosanov sent the 
family to fellow otolaryn-
gologist Dr. Lawrence Mar-
entette at the University of 
Michigan Hospital. Dr. Mar-
entette is one of the leading 
experts in  JMA.

Surgery was scheduled 
soon after and the family 
was prepared for the worst-
case scenario, which would 
mean invasive surgery from 
ear to ear and long recovery. 

Through social media 
and church prayer chains, 
people in the Lakewood 
area and beyond began a 
prayer vigil for the family.

The day before the sur-
gery, a radiologist went in 
and tried to get to the tumor 

Scholarship, 
continued, page 16

Lakewood graduate Aaron Reiser receives 
a scholarship from the Heritage Group. He will 
use the scholarship when he attends Michigan 
State University in the fall to study packaging 
engineering. He is pictured here with his brother, 
Charlie; mother, Michele; and father, Tom Reiser.
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Dear EarthTalk: What exactly is the feder-
al government’s Recreational Trails Program and is it 
true that it’s on the chopping block? - Randy Caldwell, 
Lyme, NH

The Recreational Trails Program (RTP) is a federal 
assistance program that helps states pay for the devel-
opment and maintenance of recreational trails and trail-
related facilities for both non-motorized and motorized 
recreational trail uses. The Congressionally mandated 
program was in jeopardy due to budget cuts, but its 
backers in Congress announced this past July that RTP 
would be retained to the tune of $85 million per year 
as part of the new surface transportation agreement law 
called MAP-21. Minnesota Democratic Senator Amy 
Klobuchar was instrumental in the retention of RTP by 
introducing it as an amendment to MAP-21 as a stand-
alone program with its own dedicated funding.

Overall, MAP-21 allocates $105 billion for fiscal 

years 2013 and 2014 to improve safety, reduce traffic 
congestion, maintain infrastructure and improve the 
overall efficiency of highway transportation. RTP is 
one of several provisions of MAP-21 that bolster tran-
sit, bike and pedestrian programs across the country.

Funding for the RTP portion of MAP-21 comes 
from a portion of the motor fuel excise tax collected 
across the country from non-highway recreational fuel 
use in snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles, off-highway 
motorcycles and off-highway light trucks, and comes 
out of the Federal Highway Trust Fund. Half of the 
RTP funds are distributed equally among all 50 states, 
and half are distributed in proportion to the estimated 
amount of non-highway recreational fuel use in each 
state. Individual states are responsible for administer-
ing their own RTP monies and soliciting and selecting 
qualifying projects.

That said, the use of RTP funding is restricted to 
maintenance and restoration of existing trails, devel-
opment and rehabilitation of trailside and trailhead fa-
cilities and trail linkages, purchase and lease of trail 
construction and maintenance equipment, construction 
of new trails, acquisition of easements or property for 
trails, and assessment of trail conditions for accessibil-
ity and maintenance. RTP funding may not go toward 
property condemnation (eminent domain), construc-
tion of new trails for motorized use on federally man-
aged public lands or for facilitating motorized access 
on otherwise non-motorized trails.

States must allocate 30 percent of their RTP fund-
ing for motorized trail use, 30 percent for non-motor-
ized use, and the remaining 40 percent for so-called 
“diverse” (motorized and non-motorized) trail use. 
Projects may satisfy two categories at the same time, 
giving states some flexibility in how to allocate their 
share of the RTP pie. States can use up to five percent 
of their funds to disseminate related publications and 
operate educational programs to promote safety and en-
vironmental protection related to trails.

Trail lovers across the country are thrilled that Con-
gress extended RTP, which began in 2005 with a $60 
million allocation and was increased each of the fol-
lowing years until it plateaued at $85 million in 2009. 
The continuation of the $85 million allocation was also 
good news to those who feared that if it wasn’t cut en-
tirely it would be scaled back significantly. With new 
funding for the next two years, Americans can look for-
ward to the creation of many new trails and continued 
maintenance of existing ones.

CONTACTS: RTP info, www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recre-
ational_trails/index.cfm; American Trails overview of RTP funding,   
www.americantrails.org/rtp.

Dear EarthTalk: What is the Domestic Fu-
els Protection Act of 2012 and why are environmental 
groups opposing it? - William Bledsoe, Methuen, MA

The Domestic Fuels Protection Act of 2012 (H.R. 
4345) is a bill that was introduced in the House of Rep-
resentatives in April 2012 by a bi-partisan group of 
Congress members to protect domestic producers of 
ethanol, biodiesel and other green-friendly fuels from 

liability to end-users who 
put the wrong kind of 
fuel or fuel mix into their 
tanks and damage their 
engines and/or emit exag-
gerated amounts of pollu-
tion accordingly. The idea 
behind the bill is to ensure 
that domestic “green” fuel 
and related equipment 
producers aren’t forced 
into dire financial straits 
or put out of business 
due to crippling liability 
claims.

But some feel that 
the fuel industry, whether 
its products are environ-
mentally friendly or not, 
should be held account-

able for damage its products may cause. Most recently, 
E15, a fuel blend containing 85 percent gasoline and 15 
percent ethanol (a renewable crop-based fuel) came un-
der fire for causing engine damage in some older cars 
and trucks. The EPA approved the use of E15 in 2010 
after lobbying from the ethanol industry, which seeks to 
up the ethanol content of gasoline from what had been 
the standard of 10 per-
cent, which is much eas-
ier for gasoline engines to 
tolerate. 

The Auto Alliance, an 
industry group, recently 
released a study claiming 
that upwards of five mil-
lion cars on U.S. roads to-
day could be damaged if 
owners pump in E15 in-
stead of straight gasoline 
or even the milder E10 
(10 percent ethanol, 90 
percent gasoline). “Prob-
lems included damaged 
valves and valve seats, 
which can lead to loss of 
compression and pow-

er, diminished vehicle performance, misfires, engine 
damage, as well as poor fuel economy and increased 
emissions,” reports the group, adding that the potential 
costs to consumers are significant. “The most likely re-
pair would be cylinder head replacement, which costs 
from $2,000-4,000 for single cylinder head engines and 
twice as much for V-type engines.”

Environmental and consumer advocates say that 
H.R. 4345 is a bad deal for consumers who will be left 
footing the 
bill for these 
repairs. The 
n o n - p r o f i t 
Environmen-
tal Working 
Group (EWG) 
bemoans the 
bill because 
it would ex-
empt huge-
ly profitable 
and already 
“favored in-
terests” in-
cluding fuel 
p r o d u c e r s , 
engine mak-
ers and retail-
ers of fuels 
and fuel additives from liability for damage caused by 
their products.

H.R. 4345 is currently under committee review in 
the House, but analysts doubt it will ever make it to a 
floor vote given the contentious debate surrounding the 
fact that it puts the burden of repair costs on end con-
sumers. Users on the govtrack.us website (which pro-
vides free and comprehensive legislative tracking for 
everyday citizens) give H.R. 4345 only a three percent 
chance of passing. Meanwhile, the Senate is consider-
ing a companion bill, the so-called Domestic Fuels Act 
(S. 2264). But unless the House passes its version first, 
the Senate bill is unlikely to gain much traction. 

CONTACTS: EWG, www.ewg.org; Auto Alliance, www.autoal-
liance.org; GovTrack.us,   www.govtrack.us.

EarthTalk® is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug 
Moss and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Mag-
azine (www.emagazine.com). Send questions to:   earthtalk@emag-
azine.com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/subscribe. Free Trial 
Issue:   www.emagazine.com/trial.

WE SHIP UPS!

105 N. Broadway
Lowell, MI

616.897.9261
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LEGAL NOTICE

PUZZLE 
SOLUTIONS

obituaries

VERGENNES TOWNSHIP 
is OPEN for business!

MDOT is widening the intersection at Parnell 
and Bailey as well as leveling off a hill west of 
the intersection. 

As a result, the offices will be closed 
Thursday, August 23 and 30.

It is difficult to get into the parking lot at the 
Township, but you can, and parking is available 
in the upper lot. To those wanting to just pay 
taxes; you may want to consider mailing them 
to avoid the confusion completely. Enclose the 
entire bill and we will mail you a receipt. Please 
mail early since we do not accept postmarks as 
on-time payment. 

Please contact us at 897-5671 during 
our open hours with any questions. 

FREDERICK
Mrs. Marian C. Frederick, age 85, of Fremont, formerly 
of Lowell,  went to be with her Lord and Savior  early 
Sunday morning, August 19, 2012. She was born on 
January 29, 1927, in Omer, Michigan, to Fred and 
Clarabelle (Shimmons) Scott. She had been the Dean 
of Women at Jordan College in Cedar Springs during 
the 1970s and she loved to do volunteer work. On 
August 21, 1948, she married Duaine Frederick and he 
survives her along with two daughters, Loraine (Don) 
Wilber of Cedar Springs and Lou Ann (Doug) Johnson 
of Fremont. She is also survived by her daughter-in-
law, Vicki Frederick of Fort Wayne, Indiana; eight 
grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren. She was 
preceded in death by her sons, Mark and  Charles 
Frederick; and sisters, June Koerner and Florence 
Dodds. The funeral service will be held at 11:00 am 
on Wednesday, August 22, 2012, at First Reformed 
Church in Fremont with Pastor Kevin Schutt officiating. 
Interment will be at Burnips Cemetery in Burnips, 
Michigan. Visitation took place at the church on 
Tuesday, August 21, 2012. You may sign the online 
guest book at www.kroeze-wolffis.com. Arrangements 
are by Kroeze-Wolffis Funeral Home, Inc., 637 E. Main 
Street, Fremont, MI 49412, (231) 924-2130 or (888) 
544-5388. 

HEEMSTRA
Gary Jack Heemstra, age 64 of Lowell, passed away 
Tuesday, August 14, 2012. He was preceded in death 
by his father, 
Robert and wife, 
Kathy. He is 
survived by his 
mother, Margaret 
H e e m s t r a ; 
children, Nicki 
Heemstra, Jamie 
Heemstra, Kip 
(Christina Saenz) 
H e e m s t r a ; 
brother, Roger 
(Jan) Heemstra; 
sisters, Linda 
Brifnek, Nancy 
(Jack) Kits; 
g randch i l d ren , 
Lydia Boorsma and Jack Gonyon. A special thanks to 
his good friends Ken, Jeff and Tina for all their love and 
support.  Gary liked to work cattle with his horses and 
dogs, Scoobie & Wylie and loved to ride his Harley. 
The family would like to thank the staff at Laurels of 
Kent and Great Lakes Hospice for the compassion and 
care given to Gary. A visitation with the family has taken 
place. Memorial contributions may be made to Great 
Lakes Hospice, 900 Cooper Street, Jackson, MI 49202

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

JONES
Robert Edward Jones, age 54 of Caledonia, passed 
away Wednesday, August 15, 2012. He is survived 
by his children, Bobbie 
W. Jones, Courtney 
Rutkowski; parents, 
Lourie (Al) Heintzleman, 
Bob (Sue) Jones; 
brothers, James, John 
and Mike Jones; sisters, 
Kim (Jim) Merklinger, 
Tammy (John) Colvin, 
Dawn and Jessie Jones; 
grandson, Sawyer; 
also many nieces and 
nephews. Robert was 
employed with Knoll Inc. 
for 25 years. Funeral 
service were held Saturday August 18, 2012. Interment 
Bowne Center Cemetery. Memorial contributions may 
be made to Pink Arrow Project, PO Box 214, Lowell, 
MI 49331

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

RITTERSDORF
Robert Ralph Rittersdorf, age 85 of Ionia, passed away 
Wednesday, August 15, 2012. He is survived by his wife 
of 64 years, Ruby (McFarland) Rittersdorf; children, 
Dan Rittersdorf, 
Kate Rittersdorf, 
Don (Norma) 
Rittersdorf, Charlie 
(Mary) Rittersdorf, 
David (Debra) 
R i t t e r s d o r f , 
Robert Jr. (Molly) 
Rittersdorf, Cheryl 
(Don) Berends; 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
Frank (Liz) 
Rittersdorf, Don Jr. 
(Rita) Rittersdorf, 
Sarah Rittersdorf, 
Ian Rittersdorf, 
Cullen, Bracara and Daelan Rittersdorf, Ed (Laurie 
Hattis) Rittersdorf, Chris Rittersdorf, Ben (Crystal 
Evans) Rittersdorf, Amber (Chris) Masters, Rachel 
(Mark) VanDrie, Jeremiah (Elana) Berends, Joshua 
(Angela) Berends; great grandchildren, Drayden and 
Gryffin Rittersdorf, Dani and Jayson Rittersdorf, Aaron 
and Ashleigh Rittersdorf, Logan Rittersdorf, Cody 
Reeves, Leevi Hansen, Clara VanDrie, Jordann and 
Alexander Berends, Taeli and Tristan Masters; brother, 
James (Betty) Rittersdorf; and several nieces and 
nephews. Mass of Christian Burial was held. Interment 
Alton Cemetery. Visitation Friday 5-7 p.m. with Rosary 
recited at 5:00 p.m. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Pink Arrow Pride, PO 246, Lowell, MI 49331.

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Decedent's Estate

FILE NO. 12-192454-DE

Estate of DON LEO 
BOGERD. Date of birth: 

10/15/1924.

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS: The 
decedent, Don Leo 
Bogerd died 05/21/2012.

Creditors of the 
decedent are notified 
that all claims against 
the estate will be 
forever barred unless 
presented to Thomas 

Bogerd, named 
personal representative 
or proposed personal 
representative, or to 
both the probate court 
at 180 Ottawa Avenue 
NW, Ste. 2500, Grand 
Rapids and the named/
proposed personal 
representative within 4 
months after the date 
of publication of this 
notice.

August 15, 2012

Mary L. Benedict 
(P45285)
4519 Cascade Rd. SE
Ste. 14
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
616-942-0020

Thomas Bogerd
7254 Thornapple River 

Dr.
Ada, MI 49301

897-8560

• Septic Tanks Cleaned •
• Home Sale Evaluations •
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WE ACCEPT COMPETITORS COUPONS!

A-1 MOBILE ROOF-OVER SYSTEM
Michigan’s Oldest and Finest

Roof Replacement System
FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-872-2089

12x60
$3280

14x70
$3980

Conserves Energy • Made in Michigan

Installed

www.mobilehomeroofsmi.com
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

services

Coming Events
PLEASE NOTE  - Coming Events 
are for non-profit organizations. 
If you are charging admission for 
an event - it is considered an ad-
vertisement. Coming events are 
ran on a space available basis 
& ARE NOT GUARANTEED TO 
RUN. If you would like to make 
sure your event is placed in the 
paper, please call our office & 
place it as a classified ad. We 
will not run ANY Garage or Rum-
mage Sales as a coming event. 
All Coming Events or changes 
to coming events should be sub-
mitted by fax: 897-4809, email: 
classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com, by mail: PO Box 128, Low-
ell, MI 49331 or in person: 105 
N. Broadway, Lowell.

CANCER - NEW MEMBER 
MEETING - Tues.,  Aug. 28, 
2:30-3:30 p.m. & 7:15-8 p.m. In-
troductory meeting for those who 
wish to join the cancer support 
program at Gilda’s Club - Lowell 
Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson, 
Lowell. 897-8600.

services
TA X E S ,  PAY R O L L , 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
-  by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
6351.TFN  

NEED  A  DUMP-
STER? - 14 to 20 
yards available. Ga-
rage, attic, house-
hold cleanup, roof-
ing, trash, junk etc. 
Dependable service 
& affordable prices. 
Call for free esti-
mates. Contact Doug 
616-295-6640.TFN     

KID ZONE DAY CARE - 
full-time openings, located 
just off M-21 in Whispering 
Hills. Call for information 
616-889-8384.
COMPUTER  PROB-
LEMS? - Call Ryan at 
616-890-7979.
YOGA CLASSES - Mon. 
8:00 a.m.; Tues. & Thurs. 
6:30 p.m. Walk-in $8, lo-
cated at 901 W. Main, Low-
ell. Specials & schedules: 
www.thehammockllc.com 
or 893-5661.

P R O F E S S I O N A L 
WINDOW WASH-
ING - Mid-summer 
special discounts for 
seniors & members 
of the armed forces. 
Call Time To Shine 
Window Washing for  
your free estimate. 
616-292-0695.

NEED A KITCHEN TO 
CAN? - Every Thurs. at 6 
p.m. thru Aug. $25/person. 
501 Ottawa, Lowell. Bring 
your own food & supplies.  
Janet@facilitykitchens.
com
POWER WASHING - Dirt, 
spores, mildew washed 
away. Call Jim today 616-
915-1745.

CUB SCOUT PACK 3188 - meets 
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, 
621 E. Main.

QUA-KE-ZIK SPORTSMANS 
CLUB -  meets second and third 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. at  8731 West 
Riverside Dr. Go to www.qua-
ke-zik.org for information. New 
members welcome.

SIT & BE FIT - Tuesday, Aug.  28, 
4-5 p.m. Sit your way to better fit-
ness at this fun & safe excercise 
class at Gilda’s Club - Lowell 
Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson, Low-
ell. 897-8600. 

ANNUAL PARISH FESTIVAL 
- Sun., Aug. 26, Food served 
11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.    Many ac-
tivities,  great food & proceeds 
go to the building fund at St. An-
thony Church, 3936 Jackson Road 
(corner of David Hwy & Jackson 
Road), Saranac.

ALPHA WOMEN’S CENTER 
- 517 E. Main.   Hours: Mon. 11-5 
p.m.; Tues. 6-9 p.m.; Thurs. 10-6 
p.m. 987-9533. Diapers, formula, 
clothing  & free pregnancy testing 
available.

AVERILL HISTORICAL MU-
SEUM OF ADA -   7144 Headley, 
is open every Friday & Saturday 1 
- 4 p.m. or by appointment. Closed 
Jan. & Feb. 676-9346.

ALTO LIBRARY HOURS:  Tues. 
& Wed., 12 - 8 p.m.;  Mon. &  Sat., 
9:30-1:30  p.m.; Thurs., 1-5 p.m.  
Info., call 784-2007.

ENGLEHARDT L IBRARY 
HOURS - Mon.-Wed., noon - 8 
p.m.; Thurs. & Fri., 9:30 a.m. - 5 
p.m.;  Sat., 9:30 a.m.  -  1:30 p.m. 
784-2007.

LOWELL ARTS!  GALLERY 
HOURS -  Tues. - Fri., 10 - 6 
p.m.; Sat., 1-4 p.m.; Monday 
by appt.; 149  S. Hudson. Visit 
www.lowell artscouncil.org or  call 
897-8545.

QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.TFN

1950 CHEVROLET - black 
deluxe, new interior, excel-
lent condition, too much to 
list, $8,000 obo. Call 989-
427-5776.
TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

MASTERCRAFT - 1988 Tri-
Star 190 w/620 hours, tan-
dem trailer, one owner, teal 
& grey. 616-691-8454.
KENMORE REFRIGERA-
TOR & STOVE SET - 
(2006), cost $900, sell 
$199 for pair. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN  

CENTRAL BOILER CLAS-
SIC - Outdoor Wood Fur-
nace. Safe, clean, efficient, 
wood heat. 25 year warran-
ty. Great summer sale. Call 
SOS your “Stocking Dealer” 
Dutton, MI 616-554-8669 or 
616-915-5061.
MATTRESSES: FLOOR 
SAMPLE CLEARANCE 
- Everything up to 50% 
OFF our wholesale price. 
Hurry for best selection. 
RCD Direct, Mattress & 
Furniture. 1803 Plainfield 
NE, GR 49505. 616-682-
4767 or 293-6160.
1993 CHEVROLET S10 
- w/cap pickup, 93K origi-
nal miles, 4.6L V6 engine, 
excellent condition, $2,500 
OBO. Call after 6 p.m. 897-
4349.
BED & MATTRESS SET 
- queen, Sealy, $95 in-
cludes frame.  Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook. 
Delivery available.TFN  

2004 CROWN VIC LT - 
handling package, 107K 
miles, nice car. Reduced 
to $4,150. Call 616-558-
6378.
200 APPLIANCES - Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69.  Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main St., Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. See 
us on Facebook. Delivery 
available.TFN

FOR SALE - snow blower, 
Troy-Bilt, 2 stage, 6 speed, 
self-propelled, 24 in. auger, 
10 HP engine w/electric 
start, 2 years old, looks & 
runs like new, $300. Lawn 
mower, Toro, 21 in., 6.5 
HP, self-propelled, model 
GTS w/14 in. rear wheels, 
excellent condition, $75. 
616-204-0311.
A BED - A brand new 
queen pillowtop mattress 
set in plastic, w/warranty, 
sacrifice, $135. Call 989-
584-6818.TFN 

KSRP RIDE-A-THON HOE 
DOWN - Fri., Sept. 21, 7 p.m. 
Kent Special Riding Program 
will have a hoe  down before 
their annual Ride-A-Thon on 
Sat., Sept. 22 at the Ionia State 
Recreation Area. Call 897-7358 
with questions.

ST. MARY’S PREGNANCY 
CRISIS CENTER -  402 Amity. 
Mondays: 5:30-7:30 p.m. and 
Thursdays: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Non-denominational. Help for 
pregnant women/adolescents 
in need. Provides support, refer-
rals, food, clothing/ infant items. 
Lowell area.  897-9393.

LOWELL SERENITY CLUB 
MEETINGS - (AA) Mon., Wed., 
Thurs.: 12-1 & 8-9 p.m.; Tues. 
& Fri.: 12-1, 4:30-5:30 p.m. & 
8-9 p.m.; Sat. & Sun.: 10-11 
a.m. & 8-9 p.m. The first step is 
always the hardest. If your life 
has become unmanagable due 
to alcohol, please join us at 101 
W. Main. 897-8565.  

DISCOVER CARPET 
CLEANING - $20 a 
room. We use only the 
best truck mounted 
machines. 6 years ex-
perience. IICRC certi-
fied. 616-987-9460.

APPLIANCES, MOWERS, 
FENCING - grills & any 
unwanted metals. Free 
pickup. Batteries, desks, 
A/C units, cast iron tubs 
& sinks. Will clean out ga-
rage, houses, pole barns. 
Reasonable. Jeff, 616-
589-2130.
WALNUT HILL LAWN 
SERVICE - lawn mowing, 
rototilling & general lawn 
maintenance. Reasonable 
rates & free estimate. Call 
Aaron at 616-328-9558.
HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN  
CHRONIC PAIN MAN-
AGEMENT - by local 
counselor. Relaxation 
exercises, guided imag-
ery, hypnosis & others. 
238-2116 Life Transitions 
Therapy.

for rent
WATERFRONT COTTAG-
ES - 70 miles north of Low-
ell. Canoe, paddle & row 
boats included. Pontoon 
rental available. Call Ron 
for reservations @ 616-
644-9414.
HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. FREE 
All Vets Coffee Hour at the 
center the 3rd Thursday of 
each month. Bring a friend. 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.TFN 

WOODED VIEW APART-
MENTS - 2 BR starts at only 
$499. Easy access to M-66. 
Close to schools/shopping. 
Tons of storage. Rent 
based on income. TDD: 
800-649-3777. EHO/Bar-
rier free. Call before gone! 
616-527-6266.

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

ROOM FOR RENT - fur-
nished walk-out basement. 
No smoking. No pets. 
$375/mo., $150 deposit. 
3.5 miles south of Saranac, 
3 miles from I-96. 616-642-
6240, leave message.
ALTO  3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT - located 
on Bancroft Ave. Water & 
trash removal included. 
$650 deposit & $650 per 
month. Please call 616-
581-0824.

wanted
I WANT TO BUY - refrigera-
tor, stove, washer, dryer & 
furniture in good shape. 
Have cash. 989-584-6818.
TFN 

NOW HIRING - and train-
ing for career positions with 
West Michigan's leading 
real estate company. Call 
Rick Seese, Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. for a confiden-
tial interview. 616-437-2576 
or 616-974-4250.TFN  

HELP WANTED - apply in 
person Mon., Aug. 27, 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m., 244 Amity, 
Lowell. Enter door w/ purple 
& green handprints. Pack-
ing & processing holiday 
orders, Mon-Thurs., 9 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. Great for earning 
some holiday money. Start 
immediately til Thanksgiv-
ing. Must be prompt & de-
pendable.  $7.50 per hour. 
616-446-5118.
ADDING TO OUR STAFF 
- pt RN or LPN for sm. 
Christian Assisted Living 
Community. Looking for 
compassionate person who 
enjoys caring for the older 
adult. Experience helpful. 
Call 616-954-2366 / send 
resume to 6117 Charlevoix 
Woods Ct. SE, G.R., MI 
49546.

help wanted
SALE - 4065 Michigan St. 
NE, GR, Aug. 22 - Aug. 25, 
9-5, household furnishings, 
TVs, king size bed, dress-
ers, couch, end tables, 
kitchen table & chairs, 
dishes, 2 western saddles, 
antiques, powerlift chair & 
misc. items.
YARD SALE - kids’ clothes, 
skis, bikes & more. Wed. & 
Thurs., Aug. 22 & 23, 1030 
E. Main Street, 11 houses 
past Keiser’s.
MOVING SALE - Aug. 23, 
24 & 25, Thurs. - Sat., 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 3181 W. 
Peck Lake Road, Saranac 
(West of Jordan Lake Rd.). 
Household items, books, 
tools, clothing, furniture, an-
tiques & glassware (Fenton, 
Carnival, Cut Glass, Fiesta, 
etc.), J.D. pedal tractor, air 
compressor, lawn edger, a 
little of everything.
BARN SALE - retired build-
er & swimming pool builder. 
Pool fittings & pool filters & 
used pumps. Tool boxes & 
tools.  Ladders.  All kinds 
of things. Corner of Pratt 
Lake Rd. & 28th St. Thurs., 
Aug. 23 thru Sat., Aug. 25, 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. each day. 
New items daily.
HUGE SALE - Aug. 23, 
24, & 25, 9 a.m. - 7 p.m., 
3230 Dibble’s Way, 2 mi. E 
of Lowell off M-21. Left on 
Gordon, right on Hillview 
to Dibble’s Way. Men, you 
won’t want to miss this 
one. Ladies too. Tools, 
household, rooster collec-
tion, sterling silver jewelry, 
clothes: brand names, XS-
S-M. Something for every-
one. Too many items to list. 
Priced to sell.  
2 GARAGE SALES - 1898 
& 1901 McCabe Ave. Thurs. 
Aug. 23, 4p.m. - 8p.m. & Fri 
8a.m. - ? Girls’ clothing, 0 
to 16, Abercrombie, Gym-
boree. Boys’ size 4 - 7 and 
10 -12. DeWalt tools, bikes, 
24 ft. extension ladder, 
new electrical wiring and 
household items. Large 
aquarium. Any questions 
call 307-8243.
GARAGE SALE - Thurs., 
Aug. 23, 9-6 & Fri., Aug. 
24, 9-2. Don’t miss this 
sale! Getting ready to move 
- come see what we have! 
Computer desk, reclining 
couch, matching chair with 
ottoman, Ping Pong table, 
treadmill, toy organizer, golf 
bags, Little Tykes picnic 
table, changing table, kids’ 
clothing, hunting clothes & 
much more. 1018 Riverside 
Drive, Lowell.
ESTATE BARN SALE 
PRICE REDUCTIONS 
- Sat., Aug 25, 11 a.m. - 6 
p.m. Rain day: Sun. Antique 
furniture & misc., farm 
equip. & tools, old & numer-
ous. 786 Flat River, Lowell. 
2 miles N. of town.
 SECOND BEST SALE 
- Sat., Sept. 8, 8 a.m. - 2 
p.m. Vergennes United 
Methodist Church, 10411 
Bailey Dr.
MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE 
SALE - Fri., Aug. 24, 8-5 
p.m. & Sat., Aug. 25, 9-? 
On the corner of Hastings 
& Peck Lake Rd. 1 mile N. 
of Cascade Rd.

found      
PLEASE NOTE - All ads 
in this category must be 
prepaid.  
FOUND DOG - “beagle” 
on Mon., Aug. 20,  near 
M-50 / Thompson Rd. Call 
616-693-2490 w/detailed 
description to claim. 

IMPACT - SARANAC CAM-
PUS - Bridgefest Booth. All 
proceeds go to the Saranac 
Food Pantry. Sat., Aug. 25, 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Dunk tanks & games (tick-
ets may be purchased with 
$ or donated food goods). 
Please bring non-perish-
able food items. Let’s stock 
those shelves.

SUPPORT  THE  
L O W E L L  A R E A 
FARMERS’ MARKET 
- Thursdays 12:30 - 6 
p.m. at the Tractor 
Supply parking lot. 
Call Dave & Betty 
Deans for more info, 
897-9186.

BETH MOORE BIBLE 
STUDY - on James called 
Mercy Triumph at Calvary 
CRC, Lowell. Starting Sept. 
10 at 7 p.m. $15 cost for 
studying materials. Call 
Jan, 897-7440 to sign up.

sales

misc.
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LEGAL NOTICE

WE SHIP UPS!

105 N. Broadway
Lowell, MI

616.897.9261

SUDOKU
Puzzle solutions on page 12

AUGUST 15 - AUGUST 21

THEME: 
BACK TO SCHOOL

ACROSS
1. Whatchamacallit
6. Parabola, e.g.
9. December 25th, for 
short
13. Receive, as in debt
14. Swedish shag rug
15. Best of its kind
16. Coffee burn, e.g.
17. Came together
18. *Used in art
19. *a.k.a Reading, writ-
ing, and arithmetic
21. *Elementary school 
supply staple
23. Kum Ba ___
24. Genghis or Kublai, 
e.g.
25. Hexagonal fastener
28. Private theater box
30. Young urban profes-
sional
35. Singles
37. Hamlet or village in 
South Africa
39. Cuts, as in hair
40. Outside cover
41. "_____ Last Night" 
starring Rob Lowe
43. Regrettably
44. Erasable programma-
ble read-only memory
46. Certainly
47. Hatha or bikram, e.g.
48. Stationary part of a 
motor around which rotor 
revolves
50. The A in the hit com-
edy "M*A*S*H"
52. *Found in Kindergar-
ten classroom
53. Reduced instruction 
set computer
55. Pimple fluid
57. *______ plan
60. *Student's personal 
domain, pl.

64. Less bright then super-
novae
65. Rocks in a drink
67. Physicists Marie and 
Pierre _____
68. Nancy _____ of "En-
tertainment Tonight"
69. As opposed to don'ts

70. Carl Jung's inner self
71. "The Way We ____"
72. Half the width of ems
73. Shot at summer Olym-
pics

DOWN
1. Essence of idea
2. 1/36th of a yard
3. Harry Potter's mark
4. Having no horns
5. Trying experience
6. Coat of ____
7. It comes dark or mar-
bled
8. "____ 22"
9. Roentgen's machine
10. Popular Japanese soup
11. End of prayer
12. Sun in Mexico
15. Jimmy Carter farmed 
this
20. Valerie Harper's role, 
1974-1978
22. Solar beam
24. Beat Generation pio-
neer
25. *Students must learn 
how to take these

26. Unfit
27. Earth in Latin
29. Loads
31. Elizabeth Gilbert's 
"Eat, ____, Love"
32. Sitcom trial
33. Idealized image
34. *English homework
36. *Famous dog in basal 
readers
38. Make like a cat
42. Pace of music
45. Breadcrumb, e.g.
49. Site of next summer 
Olympics
51. Popular North and 
Central American shrubs
54. Like a hurtful remark
56. Malodorous mammal
57. Mother ____
58. At any time
59. *Popular seasonal lure
60. Is it really more?
61. One of Great Lakes
62. Frost residue
63. *Taken at teacher's re-
quest
64. Betty Friedan's org.
66. Swindle

•	 Comedian Phyllis Diller, 95, and actor William 
Windom, 88, died this week.

•	 Former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
and business executive Darla Moore are the 
first female members admitted to the formerly 
all-male Augusta National Golf Club which 
hosts the Masters Tournament. Augusta 
National chairman Billy Payne called the move 
"a joyous occasion" and a "significant and 
positive time in our club's history."

•	 Hollywood film producer/director Tony Scott, 
68, brother of Ridley Scott, committed suicide 
by jumping to his death off the Vincent Thomas 
Bridge in San Pedro, CA.

• 	 Republican Rep. Todd Akin, of Missouri, may  
or may not resign his candidacy after saying 
that victims of "legitimate rape" do not need 
access to legal abortions because they cannot 
biologically become pregnant. Many of his 
party came out against the statement and Akin 
was quoted as saying he is "in this race to win". 
Akin is now sorry he said it. 

•	 Facebook stock fell to an all-time low and 
rebounded to $20.01 by the end of the day on 
Monday.

• 	 An Oklahoma high school valedictorian who 
used the word "hell" in her graduation speech 
is being denied her diploma by school officials.  
She had a 4.0 grade point average. The school 
wants a written apology before they will give 
her, her well-deserved diploma.

 
•	 John Lennon's murderer is up for parole. It will 

be his seventh attempt. He was sentenced in 
1981 to 20 years to life.

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Decedent's Estate
FILE NO. 12-192557-DE

Estate of DONALD 
A. JOHNSTON, JR., 

deceased. Date of birth: 
01/22/1913.

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS: The 
decedent, Donald A. 
Johnston, Jr., who lived 
at 684 Abbey Mill Drive 
SE, Ada, Michigan died 
07/27/2012.

Creditors of the 
decedent are notified 
that all claims against 
the estate will be 
forever barred unless 

presented to Donald 
A. Johnston, III, named 
personal representative 
or proposed personal 
representative, or to 
both the probate court 
at 180 Ottawa Avenue 
NW, Grand Rapids, MI 
49503 and the named/
proposed personal 
representative within 4 
months after the date 
of publication of this 
notice.

August 14, 2012

Craig Avery (P10311)
3875 W. River Dr., NE
PO Box 327
Comstock Park, MI 
49321
616-784-5080

Donald A. Johnston, III
2701 Littlefield Drive NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
616-632-5032
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P.O. Box 128 • Lowell, MI 49331
 897-9261

SUMMER
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday:

8 am - 5 pm
Friday:  8 am - 2 pm
Closed Sat. & Sun.

Your #1 Fans . . . 
Auto-Owners Insurance and your local 

independent agency have been a winning 
combination since 1916.  We’ll work with you 
to insure your home, auto, business and life 

and keep everything you value 
Safe. Sound. Secure.®

AGENCY NAME
Town Name
555-555-5555

website

For all your insurance needs
call us today!

12696 (09-11)

CAI
IONIA

800-804-3105

www.carrinsuranceagency.com

P I N K  A R R O W  S H I R T S 
AVAILABLE AT PEP TALK

 ALL 
SHIRTS
$15

Extra Charge for 
2XL, 3XL, 4XL & 5XL

The 2012 Pink 
Arrow Portable 
8’x12’ Billboard 

AND

and at 

Cousins’ Hallmark
223 W. Main • 897-5000

AUGUST 22:
At the Freshman/JV Football Games

AUGUST 27 - AUGUST 31:
At Pep Talk 11:00am - 9:00pm
207 East Main St. • 897-7200

AUGUST 30:
At the Varsity Home Football Game

Lowell vs. Forest Hills Eastern

SEPTEMBER 1, 2, 3:
At Pep Talk 10:00am - 3:00pm
207 East Main St. • 897-7200

SEPTEMBER 4, 5, 6:
At Pep Talk 9:00 am - 9:00 pm
207 East Main St. • 897-7200

SEPTEMBER 5 & 6:
Available at all schools during lunch

SEPTEMBER 7:
T-Shirt sales will be moving 

to the high school stadium at noon.

Pink Arrow 
Bead 

for necklace or bracelet 
available at 

Chimera Design 
208 E. Main - 897-9480

207 E. Main • 897-5000

Also available at ALL school 
open houses & smart starts!

LIVE AUCTIONS
SEPTEMBER 4
Pink Arrow 
Live Jersey

Auction 
at Riverwalk after 

Quiver Race - 
Approx. 8:30 p.m.

by Karen Jack

Steve Pierce, the new 
owner of Barefoot Garden-
er, knows he has a reputa-
tion to get out there. Located 
at 104 W. Main Street, in the 

Barefoot Gardener hopes to make its mark in Lowell
same building as the former 
Lucid Hydroponics, he’s de-
termined to make his mark 
in Lowell to serve the com-
munity of horticulturists.

Having only been 
open for six weeks, he’s 
excited about the things 
he’s changed and the new 
ideas he’s bringing here. 
With 13 years of experi-
ence, he’s not only selling 
hydroponic equipment, but 
he’s also trying to bring in 
stock of quality and made 
here in West Michigan. For 
instance, he sells Potter’s 
Gold soil, which is grown 
in Grand Haven. The ven-
dor for Potter’s Gold has a 
degree in soil science and 
Pierce believes this is the 
best out there.

He’s also doubled the 
amount and types of soil he 
sells and has doubled the 
nutrients available as well. 
He also has CO2, which is 
important to a horticulturist. 
“I want to carry all the nec-
essary items for both newly 
involved and experienced 
horticulturists, while mak-
ing it affordable as well,” 
said Pierce.

In one room of his 
store, he has high-end hor-
ticulturist equipment. In the 
other room, he shows off 
various plants, including 
quite a few cacti, as well as 
showing the difference of 
growing the same plant in a 
deep-water culture (type of 

hydroponics) and growing it 
in soil.

Littered throughout the 
store are also bird baths and 
garden pieces, which are 
made by local artists and 
placed there on consign-
ment. Pierce also makes his 
own pots for all the plants he 
sells. He plans on expanding 
to include a section of low- 
to medium-priced folk art, 
made by local artists.

Pierce also is not afraid 
to share his knowledge and 

encourages any new horti-
culturists to come in with 
any questions they may 
have. “That’s part of what I 
want to do. A lot of people 
have black thumbs and I’m 
here to change that black to 
green,” added Pierce.

Pierce currently lives 
in Kentwood with his 
wife Andrea and brand 
new daughter, Emmarie. 
In fact, his firstborn came 
into the world the day af-
ter he opened his business. 

“I’d like to buy this build-
ing someday and move my 
family here. This is a great 
community and I wouldn’t 
mind raising my kids here,” 
he said.

Barefoot Gardener 
is open Monday through 
Wednesday and Friday from 
10-7; Thursdays from 11-
8; and Saturdays, 11-5. His 
website is www.bfgardener.
net

 

Steve Pierce in his growing room at the Barefoot 
Gardener.

and shut down every blood 
vessel that went into the tu-
mor. The doctor came out 
of the procedure very en-
couraged, said Michele and 
said he thought he had got-
ten nearly all of the blood 
supply shut down. If so, that 
could result in a less-inva-
sive surgery to completely 
remove the tumor.

The day of the surgery, 
the family waited for word 
on how the surgery was pro-
gressing, being told they 
would receive updates. Af-
ter two hours, word came 
that they may be able to just 
go through the upper palate, 

Scholarship, continued
which would be better than 
expected.

After seven hours with 
two positive updates, the 
family received the news 
everyone had been praying 
for; the best outcome imag-
inable had occurred. The 
tumor had been reduced 
enough to be removed total-
ly through the nose and the 
doctor believed they had re-
moved it all.

Aaron spent four days 
in the hospital, much less 
than the seven to 10 days 
expected. 

At first, he was tired, 
said Michele, as expected 

with any surgery. It took 
about two months for him to 
recover.

Aaron has had two 
MRIs that show no regrowth 
of the tumor. He will have 
two more in the next year 
and doctors fully expect him 
to be cleared after that.

Today, Aaron has made 
plans to attend Michigan 
State University in the fall 
to study packaging engi-
neering.

“It’s a broad area, so I’ll 
have time to narrow down 
exactly what I want to do 
eventually,” said Aaron.

August is National 
Water Quality month, and 
a great time to become 
a better steward of the 

August is National 
Water Quality Month

environment and human 
health.

Here are some ways to 
get started:

• Throw all waste into 
recycling bins or garbage 
cans, as litter often ends 
up in waterways.

• Participate in a beach, 
stream or wetland cleanup.

• Avoid using pesticides 
and fertilizers containing 
hazardous chemicals that 
contaminate ground water.

• Plant trees and 
gardens to help absorb 
water and prevent runoff, 
which carries pollutants 
into our waterways.

• Fix leaky faucets 
and take shorter showers. 
Conserve water whenever 
possible.

For more information 
about how to help, visit 
www.epa.gov

Make a splash this 
August, and take steps to 
protect your water.
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