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youth gymnasts 
go to nationals

page 8 & 9

by Karen Jack

 Vandals made 
their mark at Cher-
ry Creek Elemen-
tary sometime be-
tween June 21 
and June 25, us-
ing spray paint for 
most of the van-
dalism.

The damage 
was concentrat-
ed in one part of 
the building and 
seemed to be di-
rected at one staff 
member, accord-
ing to detective 
Scot VanSolkema 
of the Lowell Po-
lice Department. 
When asked why 
it took so long to 
let the public know 
about it, he said 
they believed stu-
dents were involved and 
they were hoping some-
one would hear something 
or the perpetrators would 
brag to their friends and 
someone would report it to 
the police.

Cherry Creek Elementary vandalized

Vulgar language and 
hateful spews against the 
staff member were used in 
the damage, causing tens 
of thousands of dollars 
in damage. The damage 
was extensive enough that 
most of it can’t be cleaned 

The annual Lowell 
Riverwalk Festival will run 
July 12-14. The festivities 

begin on Thursday with old-
fashioned Bingo presented 
by the Lowell Moose, lo-
cal food vendors and the 
Showboat cash bar. On 
stage, 7 to 9 pm, the Thurs-
day night Sizzlin’ Summer 

Annual Riverwalk 
Festival begins Thursday

Concert will feature The 
Bronk Brothers (rockin’ 
hillbilly). With over a de-

cade of live performances, 
the act has shared the stage 
with more than 75 national 
touring country artists. In 
2008, the brother duo, who 
describes their live show as 
a “rockin’ hillbilly extrava-
ganza,” earned a slot open-

ing for Kenny Chesney in 
the national Next Big Star 
Contest.

The evening 
of Friday, July 
13, will bring 
more activities 
and entertain-
ment. Beginning 
at 6 pm, take a 
historic pontoon 
tour on the Flat 
River or find 
something spe-
cial at the Riv-
er Valley Cred-
it Union Arts & 
Crafts and Re-
found Treasures 
sale, find a book 
at the Englehardt 

Friends of the Library Used 
Book Sale. Play some Bin-
go and come hungry for a 
wide range of food at the 

Festival,
continued, page 2

stories of 
survival

page 10

sexton pens 
fourth book

page 7

by Karen Jack

 In sweltering heat, the band Magic Bus performed 
at the Lowell Sizzlin' Summer concert last Thursday, 
rockin’ tunes from the Woodstock era. Unfortunately, 
one of their band members, Steve Richards, collapsed 
on stage during their performance.

Medical personnel from the audience immediately 
jumped into action and began giving medical assistance, 
as well as the Lowell Fire Department, until paramedics 
from Rockford Ambulance arrived on scene, who were 
able to get him stable enough to transport for more de-
finitive care at the hospital.

Currently, he’s in the ICU, but his band members 
and family are thankful for all the help he received from 
members of the audience, the Lowell Fire Department 
and the paramedics.

“To all the people in Lowell, thank you all for your 
help, thoughts and prayers. You are truly an awesome 
community and we consider all of you our friends and 
extended family,” the band wrote on their Facebook 
page.

“We want to thank all of you for your outpouring of 
love and concerns about Steve; we love you,” the band 
added. “Steve is always on our minds, so it is very hard 
to perform on stage without Steve. Steve is currently in 

Band member 
collapses at Lowell 
concert series

Band member,
continued, page 3

or repainted. Four net-
book computers also came 
up missing. According to 
VanSolkema, the vandal-
ism and theft are felony 
charges, among other pos-
sible charges that may be 
brought against the perpe-
trators.

Publisher's note: Most of the graffiti was not 
appropriate for print

If anyone has any in-
formation about the crime, 
they’re asked to contact ei-
ther the Lowell Police De-

partment at (616)897-7123 
or give information anony-
mously to Silent Observer 
at (616)774-2345.

food fight 
update

page 3
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USED BOOK SALE
Fri., July 13, 6 to 9 pm and Sat., July 14, 10 am to 4 

pm under the striped tent at Riverwalk Plaza. Books for all 
ages and interests. Sponsored by the Friends of Englehardt 
Library. Proceeds to support library programming. Want to 
shop early? Come to the pre-sale at 5 pm on Friday and 
become a Friend for $10. This is just one of the “perks” of 
membership.

LHS ALL ALUMNI GATHERING
All Lowell High School graduates are invited to the 

annual Lowell High School All Alumni Gathering to be 
held on Sat., July 14, from 9 am to 11:30 am for brunch at 
Keiser’s Kitchen. For information, e-mail: lowellalumni@
gmail.com

CIVIL WAR ERA YOUTH WORKSHOP
The Lowell Area Historical Museum will present an-

other hands-on children’s workshop, Thurs., July 19, from 
9 am - 2 pm. Join us at Fallasburg Park Village (old school-
house) with Civil War re-enactor Bruce Butgereit. This 
youth workshop is designed for children ages 8 to 14. Call 
897-7688 to register.

FELTING CLASS AT LOWELLARTS!
Artist Cindy Allen will teach a felting class at Lowell 

Arts!, 149 S. Hudson, Tues., July 24, from 6 to 8 pm. You 
will learn to wet felt fabric from fiber. After brief instruc-
tion, the class will be primarily hands-on. For more infor-
mation, call 897-8545 or visit www.lowellartsmi.org

Everyone is talking about the Ledger! 
Get your subscription today! 897-9261

Grilling and Chilling area 
on Avery Street and listen 
to street entertainers.

The concert stage at 
7 pm features Gunnar and 
the Grizzly  Boys, combin-
ing country and rock, Gun-
nar and the Grizzly Boys 
provide a unique style 
that sparks every emotion. 
These six young men may 
be finding their way in the 
world, but they have tru-
ly mastered the formula of 
simply awesome rock and 
roll. Leave your worries at 
home and get ready to dirty 
up your boots! Stop in at 
the cash bar on the Lowell 
Showboat for a cocktail. 
Festivities conclude for the 
evening at 9 pm.

The festival contin-
ues on Saturday, July 14, 
with the all new Riverwalk 
Cruise-in! Cars begin regis-
tration at 8 am at the new 
location on Avery Street in 
downtown historic Lowell. 
Awards will be presented at 
2 pm on the concert stage. 

Festival, continued
Arts and crafts, the used 
books sale, street entertain-
ers, Blue Star Memorial 
dedication and food booths 
open at 10 am. Compete in 
the Bill and Paul’s Kayak 
and Canoe Race at 10 am or 
enjoy kayak fun on the Flat 
River following the race. 
Bring your kids to the Pink 
Arrow/Arctic Heating and 
Cooling Kidz Zone to play 
for $2 each.

Line up along Main 
Street at 12 pm for the Mo-
torcycle Poker Run/Pok-
er Fun “Rumble the Riv-
erwalk” as they escort the 
FROM the Heart “Food 
Fight” parade benefiting 
Flat River Outreach Min-
istries (FROM). The North 
Lowell vs. South Lowell 
“Food Fight” is a friendly 
community-wide compe-
tition between businesses 
and residents to collect the 
most non-perishable food 
items and financial contri-
butions. Parade spectators 
are encouraged to give from 

their hearts. Bring your 
nonperishable food items 
to the parade and watch for 
the clowns to donate your 
food items. Don’t forget to 
put them in the right bar-
rels: North or South!

Historic pontoon rides 
run 1 to 4 pm, Grilling and 
Chilling continues until 4 
pm as well. The announce-
ment of the Food Fight 
winner will take place in 
the afternoon on the con-
cert stage.

Beginning at 1 pm, 
the concert stage will fea-
ture the Sea Cruisers. For 
over twenty years the Sea 
Cruisers have been mak-
ing waves with fans of all 
ages everywhere they go. 
Playing the music of the 
50s, 60s and 70s, they are 
sure to bring a smile to 
your face. They perform 
the great rock and roll of 
artists like Chuck Berry, 
Buddy Holly, Carl Perkins, 
Elvis, Dion and the Bea-
tles, to name a few. Over 

the years this talented four 
piece band has worked with 
performers such as The As-
sociation, Chubby  Check-
er, Pete Wittig and Tommy 
James and the Shondells.

Other daytime activi-
ties in the city of Lowell 
include Laurels of Kent Pet 
Parade on N. Center Street. 
Enter your pet and bring 
smiles to the resident’s fac-
es! Registration begins at 
1:30 pm, parade at 2 pm.

As the day winds 
down, take a trip over to the 
Grand River boat launch 
for announcement of the 
Poker Run/Poker Fun win-
ner and the $1,500 State 
Farm Duck Race at 5 pm. 
The finish line is at the boat 
launch on the south end 
of the Lowell fairgrounds. 
Adopt a duck for $2, 3 for 
$5 or 10 for $10. The first 
duck into the entrapment 
device will receive $1000 
and the following five 
ducks to finish the race will 
receive $100 each. You can 

purchase your duck tickets 
at designated locations in 
Lowell and at the informa-
tion book on the Riverwalk 
Plaza during the festival.

To wrap up the River-
walk Festival, the grand fi-
nale is the Laurels of Kent 
fireworks display. Make 
your way to Stoney Lake-
side Park on Bowes Road 
or the Lowell fairgrounds 
where you can get a spec-
tacular view of the fire-
works starting at 10:15 pm 
sharp.

Highlights:
July 12, 13 and 14: 

Moose Bingo in the arts 
and crafts area, downtown 
on the Flat River.

July 12: Sizzlin’ Sum-
mer Concert series featur-
ing The Bronk Brothers, 7 
to 9 pm, downtown on the 
Flat River and Showboat 
cash bar.

July 13: Showboat 
cash bar 6 to 9 pm and con-
cert stage featuring “Gun-
nar and the Grizzly Boys,” 

7 to 9 pm, downtown on the 
Flat River.

July 14: All new Riv-
erwalk Cruise-in, 8 am on 
Avery Street; Blue Star 
Memorial  dedication 
downtown on Main Street; 
Poker Run/Poker Fun reg-
istration, 10:30 am at the 
Lowell fairgrounds; Mo-
torcycle Rumble the River-
walk and FROM the Heart 
“Food Fight” parade along 
historic Main Street, 12 
pm; Showboat cash bar, 12 
to 4 pm; concert stage fea-
turing “Sea Cruisers,” 1 
to 4 pm, downtown on the 
Flat River; Laurels of Kent 
Pet Parade, 2 pm at 305 
Center Street; $1500 State 
Farm Duck Race on the 
Grand River, 5 pm; and The 
Laurels of Kent Fireworks 
at Stoney Lakeside Park 
and the Lowell fairgrounds, 
10:15 pm sharp.

During WWI in 1917, 
as part of a home front ef-
fort, families with men in 
the service hung a simple 
blue star on a small white 
flag in their windows to 
commemorate his service. 
The practice was continued 
again during WWII and for 
those families who lost a 
loved one, a gold star was 

Lowell Showboat Garden Club 
dedicates a Blue Star memorial on Main Street

provided. The American 
Legion headed that WWII 
effort. The legion has once 
again stepped up during the 
conflicts we've had since 
9-11 and has provided flags 
for families for  both men 
and women who are serv-
ing.

Thursday, July 12, 
marks the arrival of River-

clusion of the ceremony.  
The event is open to the 
public and citizens are en-
couraged to attend this "Sa-
lute to All Veterans." The 
program will conclude in 
plenty of time to check out 
some of the Riverwalk ac-
tivities and still find a fa-
vorite spot to watch the pa-
rade which steps off at noon 
from North Broadway.

walk 2012 and as part of 
those activities, there will 
be a dedication of Lowell 
Showboat Garden Club's 
Blue Star memorial. The 
dedication takes place on 
Saturday morning at 10:00 
am at the entrance to the 
Riverwalk and directly 
across Main Street from the 
Lowell's Veterans' memo-

rial. The Lowell dedication 
is one of six happening in 
Michigan this summer.

This brief program will 
include remarks by Lowell 
Afghanistan army veteran, 
Lt. Colonel Dean DeGrote, 
an American Legion-VFW 
Honor Guard, bagpipe 
band and brief comments 
by president of the Michi-

gan Garden Clubs and the 
state chair for the Blue Star 
Memorial project. At the 
unveiling, the plaque will 
be presented, by president 
of the garden club Betty 
Deans and Dave Thomp-
son, the  club's Blue Star 
chair; to the mayor of Low-
ell, Jim Hodges. Also par-
ticipating in the  event will 
be a traditional 21 gun sa-
lute and TAPS at the con-
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A-1 MOBILE ROOF-OVER SYSTEM
Michigan’s Oldest and Finest

Roof Replacement System
FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-872-2089

12x60
$3280

14x70
$3980

Conserves Energy • Made in Michigan

Installed

www.mobilehomeroofsmi.com

Brought to you by

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Live Music on the Flat River
On the Riverwalk  s  Historic Downtown Lowell

Live Music s Food & Spirits s Free Admission s Free Parking
NEED INFO?

www.lowellartsmi.org  or 616.897.8545
www.discoverlowell.org or 616.897.9161

July 19

The Steve Hilger Band

www.hilgerband.com

The Steve Hilger Band is a Grand Rapids-based progressive 
blues band that mixes a rich blend of traditional blues with 
progressive ideas on traditional blues music. Started in 2007 
by its leader, Steve Hilger, a singer-songwriter since the 70s, 
the band includes the rich talents of legendary professional 
musicians including John Gist on sax, the keys of Steve 
Talaga, the lead guitar riffs of Matt Young, the bass lines of 
Dave Devos, the drums of Bill Roelofs, the vocals of Deborah 
Richmond, and the songwriting, singing and guitar playing 
of Steve Hilger. The band plays a wide mix from traditional 
blues covers to original traditional and progressive blues. 
The Steve Hilger Band has electrified audiences all the way 
to Chicago. Come out for an exciting blend of smokin’ hot 
blues!

897-8560

• Septic Tanks Cleaned •
• Home Sale Evaluations •
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ADA LOWELL 5
616-897-3456
On M-21, 5 Minutes 
East of Amway H.Q.

$4.75 BARGAIN TWILIGHT  
D A I LY  4 : 0 0 - 6 : 0 0  P M  

GQTI.com and on Facebook 

* excludes Digital 3D 

     3D THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 
(PG-13) $2.50 PREMIUM PER 3D TICKET  
3:45, 6:45, 9:45
     THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN (PG-13)
6:15, 9:15
     TED (R)  4:40, 7:00, 9:20
     MAGIC MIKE (R) 5:00, 7:20, 9:40
     BRAVE (PG) 4:30, 6:50, 9:10

 

submitted by Rick Seese 

“Here we go again,” 
said Kraig Haybarker, 
FROM board member. 
“What a great Lowell sum-
mer tradition.”

“We didn’t think it 
could get any closer than 
last year,” said Dave Em-
mette, FROM board mem-
ber. “But it looks like it 
could.” 

Of course, Haybarker 
and Emmette are referring 
to the Flat River Outreach 
Ministries’ (FROM) annual 
Food Fight, between North 
Lowell and South Lowell, 
to collect the most nonper-
ishable food items for the 
FROM Food Pantry. The 
rivalry pits every-
one living or work-
ing on the north side 
of Main Street/Ful-
ton Street against ev-
eryone on the south 
side. Now in its fourth 
year, the Food Fight 
has been won by the 
North Lowell team 
two of the previous 
three years. Last year 
was a most spectacular 
victory by the North 
team. “I remember it 
well,” said Haybarker. 
“South Lowell had a 
sizable lead going into 
the parade, but the North 
team brought more food 
to the parade and ended up 
winning by 29 items.”

The Flat River Out-
reach Ministries’ Food 
Pantry has benefited great-
ly over the previous three 
events by collecting nearly 
60,000 food items or dol-
lars to help those in need 
in the greater Lowell area. 
“FROM is definitely the 
real winner of the event,” 
said Roger LaWarre, FROM 

Food fight parade to 
determine winner - again?

board member. “We appre-
ciate the Lowell community 
and their huge hearts. There 
is not a more giving com-
munity than Lowell.” 

“The parade is some-
what like the two-minute 
warning of a football game,” 
said Kurt Lardie, FROM 
board member. “And it’s all 
coming down to which team 
brings the most food to the 
parade.” 

The parade route will 
once again be lined with big 
red North team Food Fight 
barrels on the north side 
of the street and big white 
South team barrels on the 
south side. Spectators are 
encouraged to bring non-

perishable food items to the 
parade and gently deposit 
them in the team barrels of 
their choice. Immediately 
following the parade, the 
barrels will be picked up 
and transported to FROM 
for the final count and the 
winning team will be an-
nounced during the Riv-
erwalk Plaza concert fea-
turing the Sea Cruisers, 
between 1:00 and 4:00 pm, 
Saturday afternoon. The pa-
rade begins at noon.

“Each year the amount 
of food and dollars has in-
creased,” said Haybarker. 
“And this year has been no 
exception.” The 2011 event 
garnered 32,327 food items 
or dollars. With a week to 
go, each team ha  already 
exceeded 16,000 in collec-
tions.

“I believe we’re look-
ing at another wild finish 
at the parade,” said Lar-
die. “This is better than any 
football game. It’s fun, ex-
citing, community involved 
and best of all, it helps us 
help those in need.” “Ev-
erything stays in Lowell to 
help the Lowell commu-
nity,” said Ann Dimmick, 

FROM board chair. “We are 
so grateful for the support 
our community gives us, 
year after year.”

For the latest Food 
Fight score, visit www.
fromlowell.org or discover-
lowell.org

Flat River Outreach 
Ministries, Inc. seeks to 
meet the needs of people in 
the Greater Lowell Area in 
their time of hardship.

Final Food Fight Facts
    • All barrels, buckets and food will be picked up on Thursday 
and Friday, July 12 and 13, from all area food collectors. After con-

tainers are picked up, any food donations 
can be brought to the FROM Thrift Shop 
by 5 pm, Friday, July 13 or brought to the 
parade and deposited in the North (red) or 
South (white) Food Fight barrels along the 
parade route. The parade begins at noon 
this Saturday, July 14.

    •All on-line donations at www.fromlowell.
org must be completed by 4 pm, Thurs-
day, July 12, to be counted in the competi-

tion. Each dollar donated equals one food item toward your team 
of choice.
    •Arrangements for other monetary donations can be made by 
calling the Food Fight Hotline at 421-0029 by 5 pm, this Friday, 
July 13.

***
If opportunity doesn’t knock, 

build a door.
Milton Berle

Even with the heat of the evening climbing up to three digit temperatures, 
the much awaited band played, the good old rock and roll music that many 
grew up with, on the Riverwalk stage last Thursday. Those were the tunes 
from the 60s and the 70s.

The Sizzlin' Summer concert series continues with the Bronk Brothers, 
rockin' hillbilly music, scheduled for this Thursday.

Parking and admission to the concerts are always free.

The Magic Bus rock 
band delivers a tribute to 
Woodstock hippie era

a hospital in Grand Rapids 
receiving excellent care; 
his condition has improved, 
however the immediate 
healing and care process is 
an hour-by-hour and day-
by-day medical treatment 

and assessment. We aren’t 
going to share every detail, 
but we certainly will share 
with you all of the major 
improvements and we want 
to thank all of you for the 
love you have shared.”

Band member, continued
If you’d like to give 

them support and fol-
low his progress, you can 
find their Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.
com/magicbusband
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BILL WHEELER

MICHIGAN

103 Riverside Dr. 
Lowell, Michigan 

49331
616-897-7711

1

STORMZAND ASPHALT 
MAINTENANCE

Seal Coating with Sand
Hot Rubber Crack Repair
Cut & Replace Patching

Paving • Striping
Parking Lots & Driveways

Licensed & Insured
Serving West Michigan Since 1989

(616) 897-9872 Free Estimates

209 E. Main St.
Lowell, MI  49331

RICH CURTIS
(616) 897-5686

In-Home Appliance Repair

350 North Center Street
Lowell, Michigan
616-897-8473

www.laurelsofkent.com

• Rehab Services • Respite Stays 
• Long Term Care • Pallitive  Care

Able to admit 24/7

WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
Call today to reserve your space 

at our next free workshop. 

597 Ada Dr., Ste D, Ada
(Conveniently located next to The Schnitz)

At the Family Dentistry of Lowell, your 
family is part of our family.

That’s why we’re so caring, nurturing and 
compassionate.

We provide the dentistry and oral 
healthcare you need with TLC.

Isn’t that what you want for your family? 
Isn’t that what you want from your dentist?

does Your dentist
Your FamilY deserves?

Family Dentistry of Lowell

147 north Center street, lowell
www.FamilYdentistrYoFlowell.Com

ann wilson, d.d.s.  |  JenniFer BYrd, d.d.s.

now aCCepting new patients – Call: 616-897-4835  

Provide the Care

This week, Major 
League Baseball’s All-
Star Game is scheduled to 
be played in Kansas City. 
Whether you’re rooting for 
the American or Nation-
al League, you’ll no doubt 
admire the ability and ath-
leticism exhibited by these 
tremendous ballplayers. Of 
course, any all-star team 
is made up of players who 
bring different talents to 
the game. And this same 
approach — of combining 
a collection of skills toward 
one common effort — can 
be found in other endeav-
ors, one of which is invest-
ing. 

Here, then, is one pos-
sible lineup of investment 
moves to consider:

•	 Diversify. All in-
vestments have both ben-
efits and risks. As an in-
vestor, your goal is to help 
maximize the benefits and 
minimize the risks — and 
one of the best ways to do 
this is by diversifying your 
money across a range of as-
sets. Diversifying can help 
you reduce the impact of 
market volatility that might 
affect your portfolio if all 
your money was tied up in 
one particular asset class, 
and that asset went through 
a “down” period. Keep in 
mind, though, that diver-

A lineup of investment moves worth considering

sification, by itself, cannot 
guarantee profits or protect 
against loss.

•	 Rebalance. Even 
without your taking signif-
icant actions, your portfo-
lio can evolve in ways that 
may not be to your liking. 
For example, if some of 
your more aggressive in-
vestments appreciate great-
ly, they may eventually 
constitute a larger percent-
age of your holdings than 
you had planned — and 
in doing so, elevate your 
overall risk level. To pre-
vent this from happening, 
you should meet with your 
financial advisor periodi-
cally to “rebalance” your 
portfolio. 

•	 Seek quality. 
Many people latch onto 
“hot” investments, only to 
be disappointed when they 
“cool off.” Instead seek 
quality vehicles — the ones 
that generally lose the least 
ground when the market 
is down and recover more 
quickly when the market 
rallies. When you invest in 
stocks, for instance, look 
for those companies that 
have strong management 
teams, competitive prod-
ucts and good business 
models. When you pur-
chase bonds, look for those 
with high ratings from the 

independent rating agen-
cies. 

•	 Stay invested. It’s 
tempting to “take a breath-
er” from investing when 
the financial markets are 
volatile. But if you stay on 
the investment sidelines, 
you may miss out on the 
beginning of the next mar-
ket rally. If you’ve built 
a diversified portfolio of 
quality vehicles, it may be 
easier to stay invested.

•	 Know your risk 
tolerance. If you find your-
self constantly fretting 
about the market’s ups and 
downs, to the extent that 
your worries are affecting 
the quality of your life, you 
may have a portfolio that’s 
unsuited to your risk toler-
ance. Conversely, if you’re 
dissatisfied with the growth 
of your investments, you 
may be investing too cau-
tiously, which could be a 
concern when you’re striv-
ing to reach long-term 
goals, such as a comfort-
able retirement. Ultimately, 
there’s no one “right” way 
for everyone to invest, but 
you do need to match your 
portfolio’s composition 
with your individual risk 
tolerance and time horizon.

Your financial advi-
sor can help your find the 
“lineup” of investment 
moves that is right for you. 
Put it to work soon. 

This article was writ-
ten by Edward Jones for 
use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. 
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By Joanna Barr

viewpoint
to the	 editor

off the cuff
Jeanne Boss

pink arrow pride
To the Editor,

I thought I knew about the Pink Arrow Pride, but I 
didn’t. They are so much more than I had thought.

Last month my daughter approached me about a grand-
daughter’s friend that had just been diagnosed with bone 
cancer. She said that the family needed help. I called my 
friend about what I could do and she told me to call Pink 
Arrow’s Teresa Beachum right away and let her know 
about this teen with cancer. I called Teresa and she told me 
that Pink Arrow was already on it. They had received a call 
from the school just before summer break. She and I talked 
about the family situation at length and the things that had 
already been done.

This family had moved to Lowell about a year ago and 
really did not know this community at all. Now the mother 
feels that God led her here to Lowell just for this purpose. 
Teresa Beachum got this family help from FROM, help 
with their transportation and help from Gilda’s Club.

Pink Arrow does help financially, as I knew, but they 
are so much more.  Pink Arrow is about the Lowell commu-
nity helping each other in a time of need. It is about easing 
the burden families have in a time of a cancer crisis. It is all 

about the family having a community standing behind them, 
doing the leg work to help in a time of need.

What can you do to help? Remember the Pink Arrow 
Pride that Noel Dean started with the Lowell football team. 
Pay it forward as someday it could be someone close to you 
that needs that extra help and community caring. 

Beverly Hall
Lowell

yellow yard signs
Dear Editor,

We have been seeing all of these yellow signs in Lowell 
yards saying, “We support the workers of Lowell Light and 
Power and the City of Lowell.” At first glance, I said, “Yes, 
of course I support them!” But what is the real story?

I called city hall and asked who put them up and what 
they signified. On both questions, I was told that the city has 
nothing to do with the signs and they have no knowledge of 
who put them up or who I could contact to ask about them. I 
was told that the city of Lowell has 40 employees.

When I called Lowell Light and Power, I was again told 
that the signs have nothing to do with them. I asked if this 
had something to do with a union and was told that it prob-
ably was. Again, they had no knowledge of anyone that I 
could call to ask about the signs or to get to a specific per-
son who put the signs up. I was told that Lowell Light and 
Power has 14 employees and three of these employees are 
in the union.

I am not against unions - in fact, I belonged to a nurs-
ing union before retirement. However, I am against what 
seems to be a lack of transparency in the present yellow 
sign campaign.

I need someone to explain the true meaning of these 
signs, who they represent and what they are trying to 
achieve.

Diane LaWarre

Dear Editor,
I have been blessed to have worked in this community 

as a server in a local family restaurant for a long time. I have 
met many wonderful families during this time and now your 
children are bringing in their children.

I understand the changing times, but would like to sug-
gest that when you come in to dine with family or friends, 
please do just that! Dine, converse, laugh and listen to your 
company. In my opinion, cell phone calls and texting while 
dining with others is just plain rude. It can’t be that difficult 
to put the electronics away for an hour and actually connect 
“live” with your company!

That being said, if  you cannot break away from the 
phone, please give me 30 seconds to take your order. I actu-
ally asked a gentleman if he’d like to text me his order. That 
got his attention!

Thank you for your consideration, of my business and 
of others!

Sincerely,
Deb Apol

Letters To The Editor:
The Lowell Ledger welcomes your Letters to the Editor. 

Letters are required to bear the author’s signature, phone 
number and address (for verification purposes only, not for 
publication). Letters will be published at the discretion of the 
publisher . All letters are subject to editing for length and 
grammar. Thank you letters, advertising or personal attacks 
will not be printed.  

Letters may be submitted via email to: ledger@
lowellbuyersguide.com (“to the Editor” in subject line) 
or dropped off or mailed to: The Lowell Ledger, 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell, MI 49331. Also, our website, www.
lowellbuyersguide.com  has a link to submit  emails on the 
left side of the page.

135 years ago
Lowell Journal           
July 11, 1877

The Fourth at Cannonsburg was ushered in by 
firing of cannon and ringing of bells at daybreak 
and vigorously celebrated in various ways during 
the remainder of the day and following night. The 
pleasantest feature of the day was a celebration 
gotten up by the ladies of the Congregation church 
and held in Jones’ Grove west of the village. The 
exercises consisted of reading the declaration of 
Independence, a history of the town of Cannon, by 
Rev. H. M. Goodel’s recitation of an original poem by 
Mrs. Graves of Lowell, declamation by Mr. Turner of 
Egypt and music ad lib by the local talent of the burg. A 
sumptuous dinner followed to which ample justice was 
done by all, the net proceeds reaching the handsome 
sum of $35. Notwithstanding the fact that, opposition 
was going on in the shape of a one-horse horse race, 
the running being on the public highway, in violation 
of a statute forbidding racing except upon a regular 
licensed course. The animus of the parties engaged 
in it seemed to be too plain to be misunderstood. In 
the evening the young folks did the “light fantastic” at 
Smith’s Hall and had a joyous time till the small hours 
of the morning.

 100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

July 11, 1912
Headline: Car Overturned - Nine passengers injured 

in wreck near Lowell. Pere Marquette passenger train 
No 31, due at Lowell at 10.45 a.m. on its way from 
Saginaw to Grand Rapids, was wrecked near Fox’s 
Corners, about one and one-half miles north of this 
village Tuesday and nine people injured, though most 
of the injuries were slight. The wreck was caused by 
spreading of the rails, the parlor car being turned over 
into the ditch and badly broken and the ladies’ coach 
and smoker, or combination car, derailed but not 
much damaged. Among the passengers were three 
physicians, who assisted the local doctors in caring 
for the injured. The sufferers were brought to town in 
the undamaged coaches. A wrecker was sent up from 
Grand Rapids during the afternoon to repair and clear 
up the track. Fred Lyman of Saginaw, who was in the 
smoker at the time of the accident states that the train 
was running at a good speed and that just before the 
cars left the track the passengers could feel the rails 
spreading beneath them and immediately afterward 
the rear car was hurled into the ditch. The train was 
well filled and at the time the accident occurred was 
running on time.

75 years ago
The Lowell Ledger and Alto Solo

July 15, 1937
Old timers may recall that 30 years ago this month 

Main street lost one of its early landmarks by fire. The 
property was known as the “wooden row” and stood at 
a point near where the Lowell Granite plant now stands. 
The building was built in 1846 by an Indian Chief 
Cobmoosa on the ground where Oakwood cemetery 
now is and was drawn to the village on December 7 of 
the same year by eight pairs of oxen. Daniel Marsac 
kept store in it for two years, J. S. Hooker for one year 
and after that it was used for various purposes, such 
as saloon, shooting gallery, etc. It was also the first 
home of the Lowell Ledger.

Looking Back,
continued, page 11

Work ethic: noun. A belief in work as a moral good. 
First use: in 1951. 

That definition, taken straight out of Webster's Dic-
tionary, helps me to understand, in very few words, several 
problems that I frequently encounter in my everyday office 
and home life.

Work ethic, or more to the point, the lack of it, is a 
sad, recurring factor in our day-to-day lives. Don't get me 
wrong. It's not that it doesn't exist, it's just that it seems to 
be disappearing.

For instance, you hire a guy to mow your lawn and not 
only does it take him an inordinately long time to do it but 
you find when he's "done" that there are patches of grass de-
cidedly "undone."

When confronted, the responses include the same ones 
that I hear constantly when it comes to, what I feel, is a poor 
work ethic. They include: "doing a better job will cost you 
more," “I'm really busy today," "I can come back and do it 
again later." Or my personal favorite, blaming the equip-
ment, "If I had a better mower (computer, car, whatever) I 
could do a better job."

Now I'm fond of using the old adage "A poor craftsman 
blames his tools," and this holds true even if the tool you are 
using is your own brain. 

Off The Cuff,
continued, page 11
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churchesarea

weddings

Planning 
A Wedding?

105 N. Broadway • Lowell

We offer the Carlson Craft
line of invitations. 

616.897.9261

business
	 matters

happy 
birthday!

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
(Assembly of God)

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery
Robert Holmes, Pastor

SUNDAYS:
Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m.

“The Source” Youth: 7:00 p.m.

2275 West Main Street  • 897-7168
Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org

Rev. Jon Pickens
Rev. W. Lee Taylor & Pastor Phil Severn
Sun. Worship Service..........................9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Sunday School Hour/ABF’s...................................11:00 A.M.
AWANA 6-8/Youth Ministry............................Wed. 6:15 P.M.

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell

9:45 A.M. .....................Sunday School
10:30 A.M............................Fellowship
11:00 A.M.................................Worship

Nursery & Children 
Worship Programs Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service..............Sunday -10:00 A.M.
(Nursery available)

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Rod Galindo
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship................10:00 A. M.
Sunday School....................11:20 A.M.
Evening Worship...................6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

402 Amity St. • 897-9820
www.stmary-lowell.com

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 10:00 AM
Saturday confessions: 3-4:30 PM

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:00 AM - 8 PM
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS - CALL PETE WIGGINS  897-7915

SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 393, EWTN FOR 24 HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING

201 N. Washington
Lowell, MI • 897-8800

Pastor Wes Hershberger
Sundays - Christian Education.........9:15 a.m.
Celebration.....................................10:40 a.m.
 Wednesdays - Kid’s Service, Teen’s Service, 
Adult Bible Study..............................7:00 p.m.

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

621 E. Main Street • 897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

MAY 27 - JULY 8 -
Summer Worship....................9:30 a.m.
JULY 15 -  AUGUST 26 -
Summer Worship @ the Riverwalk . 9:30a.m.

Rev. Rick Blunt

Barrier-free entrance

Happy 
50th 

Birthday 
“Little 

Brother”
July 14

Tom Alexander

I wish to thank Judie Eddie, friends 
from McDonald’s & families for the 

wonderful birthday week.
Love, Velma

Summers/Essich

Heather and Daniel Summers

Heather Essich and Daniel Summers became husband 
and wife on June 23, 2012, at the Ada Christian Reformed 
Church in Ada. The reception was held at the Hilton in 
Grand Rapids. 

Heather is the daughter of Mark and Bonnie Essich of 
Lowell. Daniel is the son of Garrett and Marie Summers of 
Buchanan. The couple resides in Grand Rapids.

Greenridge Real-
ty announced that Don 
Reedy received Sales As-
sociate of the Month in 
June.

This award recog-
nizes Reedy for his out-
standing success and 
achievements.

JULY 11
Dina DeCator, Jodi 

Hutchinson, Savannah 
Rice.

JULY 12
Cole Burdette, Saman-

tha Bellah, Jill Taylor, Hay-
ley Fritz, Georgan Watrous.

JULY 13
Travis Thomet, Cheryl 

Doyle, Justin Craig, Janet 
Burns, George Miles, Es-
ther Newell, John Jones, 
Izzy Tackmann, Sharon 
Landman.

JULY 14
Ernestine Bundy, Katie 

Stouffer, Richard Ellison, 
Mindy Tykocki, Bethany 
Kaczanowski.

JULY 15
Mari Stone, Joyce Van-

Dyke, Keenan Hacker.

JULY 16
James Stanley Smith, 

Caleb Rinard.

JULY 17
Vicki VanDerWarf, Ken 

Willmarth, Marian Mayou, 
Tom Karp.

Severts/Wernet
The ceremony which united in marriage Shelly Wernet 

and Cody Severts was performed at St. Patrick’s Church on 
July 7, 2012. Parents of the couple are Tim and Sue Wernet, 
of Lowell and Darell and Karen Severts, of Grygla, MN.

Made of honor was Katie Foley. Bridesmaids were Kel-
ly Foote, Marie Pihlaja, Patricia Haywood, Emily Wernet 
and Tara Severts. Flower girls were Addison and Brianna 
Severts.

Best man was Mark Severts. Groomsmen were Jake 
Schenkey, Ricky Larson, Brandon Johnson, Nick Harris and 
Alan Ness. Ushers were Andrew Larson, Patrick Kelder-
house, Bob Wernet and Dan Wernet. Ring bearers were Jax 
Nelson and Bentley Foley.

The couple resides in Coolidge, AZ.

At Your 
Local 

Library
Kent District Library programs at Englehardt Branch, 200 N. 

Monroe St. For additional information call 616-784-2007.

Beyond Magic with Tom Plunkard
This high-impact show is loaded with amazing magic, 

including many new tricks and silly stories. As always, birds 
and bunnies are bound to make an appearance. For all ages. 
Thursday, July 12, 10:30 am.

Friends of the Englehardt Library used book sale
Shop the Friends' Used Book Sale (plus videos, audios 

and book baskets) under the red-striped tent during the 
Lowell Riverwalk Festival. Shop early for the best buys. 
Friday, July 13, 6:00-9:00 pm and Saturday, July 14, 10:00 
am - 4:00 pm.

Anime Program
Join expert Mark Ritzema as he shows movies and 

television shows on the big screen that highlight anime, a style 
of animation that originated in Japan and is characterized by 
colorful graphics. After each showing, there will be a short 
discussion of culture references and general items that do 
not translate easily to Western audiences. For teens grades 
6-12. Tuesday, July 17, 5:30 pm.

***
All our dreams can come true – if we 

have the courage to pursue them.
Walt Disney
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by Emma Palova

Sexton Don DeJong 
has re-created the stories of 
lives of some former Lowell 
residents who are buried at 
the Oakwood Cemetery.

In his fourth book,   “If 
These Oaks Could Only 
Speak,” DeJong takes the 
reader on a historical walk 
through the cemetery, add-
ing a touch of nostalgia with 
old and color photographs.

In the introductory part, 
DeJong used the poem ‘The 
Dash’ by Linda Ellis.

DeJong was inspired in 
his work precisely by lives 
lived within the dash, which 
on the monuments separates 
the date of birth from the 
date of death.

DeJong’s goal was to 
bring these stories alive, as 
well as to make people think 
about their own personal 
“dash” or the life lived with-
in it.

“There are so many neat 
stories of people that are 
buried here,” he said.“It’s 

Sexton pens fourth book on stories from Oakwood Cemetery
worth pondering how we 
did with ours.”

DeJong has taken the 
stories that were published 
in the Lowell Ledger and 
arranged them according to 
the lots in the cemetery by 
the first addition and  by the 
old part.

“The paper is a rich 
resource for anyone who 
wants to go back in time and 
discover things about their 
ancestry and community,” 
he said.

From ordinary to ex-
traordinary, the book high-
lights people like rug weav-
er Martha Barber, who has 
woven 1,254 yards of rag 
carpet during the year 1887.

Agnes Perry, buried in 
the old part, was the last of 
the so-called “hello girls.” 
Perry was actually the chief 
operator for the Michigan 
Bell Telephone Company. 
She was known as “voice 
with a smile” and the paper 
called her a hometown prod-

uct, as she retired after 42 
years of service in Lowell.

Then there were the 
“extraordinary,” like the 
Peckhams and the Averys, 
known for their creative 
work and their vast involve-
ment in the community.

“I was inspired by 
them,” DeJong said. “My 
hope is that the years lived 
within my dash will be well 
spent.”

DeJong recommended 
the following stories about 
author Howard Peckham, 
page 35 and Keith Avery, 
page 101.

Peckham was the author 
of books, “Captured by Indi-
ans” and “The War for Inde-
pendence,” as well as author 
of children’s books. He was 
the director of the Clements 
Library at the University of 
Michigan.

Among his books are 
several Revolutionary War 
histories, accounts of Indian 
activities and colonial nar-

ratives. He served as editor 
of periodicals, such as Indi-
ana Historical Bulletins and 
American Heritage.

Peckham died in 1995 
and he is buried in the first 
addition with his wife Doro-
thy Koth.

The lives of three gen-
erations of Averys have 
been well documented from 
their settling near Lowell in 
1807, page 56.

In the “Trails of a Wan-
derer: The Keith Avery Sto-
ry,” 1995, Rhonda Sedg-
wick Stearns writes about 
the Avery family and the 
factors that have contributed 
to the evolution of the prom-
inent photographers Norton 
and son Keith.

According to a Lowell 
Ledger article published in 
July of 1931, Helen Avery 
was probably Lowell’s old-

est resident, who remem-
bered the first train of the 
Grand Trunk Line coming 
to Lowell.

Norton was instrumen-
tal in the early development 
of color photography. He is 
most known for his photo of 
a wrinkled old transient in 
the Lansing area.

Keith became a west-
ern artist, who continued the 
family photographic busi-
ness, Avery Color Studios.

“I am very excited to 
be able to re-introduce peo-
ple to these stories,” DeJong 
said. “There are so many 
rich stories about significant 
and ordinary people. It is a 
mixture of everything.”

DeJong said the entire 
community has been im-
pacted by the accomplish-

Don DeJong is the author of four historical walks through the Oakwood 
Cemetery. His most recent book is “If These Oaks Could Only Talk.”

ments and the fullness of 
life of the Averys and other 
characters highlighted in the 
book.

The first volume of “If 
These Oaks Could Only 
Speak” is available at the 
museum and at the ceme-
tery.

DeJong is also the au-
thor of  the first three histor-
ical walks through the Oak-
wood Cemetery: Civil War 
Veterans, The Early Settlers 
and The Early Businessmen 
and Civic Leaders.

The first three historical 
walks have produced over 
$1,400 to benefit the muse-
um and to offset the printing 
costs. More than 380 books 
have been sold to date.

“It’s been fun and hon-
orable,” he said.

ANNUAL PET PARADE!
A Part of Lowell Riverwalk Festival

Phone 897-8473

Saturday, July 14, 2012
Registration at 1:30 PM

350 N. Center St. 
 Lowell, MI 49331

A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
For  information 

contact Meredith Allen
616-897-8473

JUDGING WILL BE BASED ON THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES: 
KING AND QUEEN; BEST DUCK COSTUME,  MOST PATRIOTIC, 

MOST UNIQUE, LOOKS LIKE OWNER, BEST SUPER HERO, 
BEST ROCK STAR, BEST TRICK, MOST COLORFUL, 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE

Bring your pet 
dressed in costume 

 Parade/Judging 
begins at 2:00 pm
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anticancer med makes me 
cough when I laugh, but I 
still watch the comedies 
and listen to the jokes.

And why sit around? 
Sure, sometimes the 
treatments/surgeries may 

The following is the second in a series of stories that
The Lowell Ledger, Buyers Guide and Pink Arrow Pride 

will highlight by area cancer survivors. 
Each writer will convey, in their own words, 

their personal journey as they walk through the 
many phases of this disease toward health.

And yet.... I can only 
speak from my experience, 
I know that in conversation 
with others fighting the 
battle, there are some 
common experiences.

Upon hearing the 
diagnosis, my words were 
something like, “I figured 
you were going to say that, 
now what do we do about 
it?” I suspect many will 
have the same reaction, 

perhaps accompanied with 
a few choice words not 
printable here. That is part 
of the fighting, damn the 
torpedoes, spirit which 
is critical to fighting the 
battle.

A  C o m m u n i t y  F i g h t i n g  C a n c e r

I have renal cell 
carcinoma. I've had my 
right kidney removed and 
chest opened to take it out 
of the inferior vena cava 
and right atrium. Later the 
cancer progressed to the 
right femur/hip. So, this 
meant radiation and hip 
replacement. 

That's the nasty thing 
about renal cell, it can 
pop up anywhere. But I 
don't give in 
to believing 
cancer has 
me. Notice we 
say 'I have.' 
I believe that 
speaks to an 
inner fighting 
spirit patients 
and care givers have within.

One of my favorite 
caps has on the label, 'one 
size fits all.' However, with 
any diagnosis of cancer and 
its treatment, there is no 
'one size fits all.' 

“ But I don't give
in to believing
cancer has me. ’’

For many, me 
included, a faith that says, 
“No matter what, God is 
with us,” is the source of 
power to enable us to fight, 
to endure the treatments, 
surgeries, medications, 
doctors’ visits, rehab, 
and whatever else comes 
our way.

Family is critical. 
Spouse, children, 
grandchildren and 
the family of a faith 
community are sources 
of strength, aid, comfort, 
and laughter.

I have been 
especially blessed by my 
wife Ann who has never 
left my side and has 
advocated for me, and 
our children: Tim, Betsy, 

Jennifer and 
Christy and their 
spouses and our 
grandchi ldren. 
How blessed I 
am.

L a u g h t e r 
- wow.  Where 
would I/we be 
without the 

ability to laugh, to see 
the humor in the daily 
flubs of life. To relish 
the jokes, the stories, the 
comics, the comedies 
which keep us laughing 
and smiling. My 

sideline us for a time, but 
we can still be productive 
and add to the life of family 
and community. 

An ad says, “A body at 
rest tends to stay at rest.” 
Well, a body at rest is 

slower to heal and leads to 
a lethargy not only of body, 
but also of mind and spirit. 
Yes, the time may come 
when this disease will take 
over, but that fighting spirit 
is a testimony to self and an 

inspiration to others. 
We can't forget Pink 

Arrow. We who have 
this disease have been 
blessed by this marvelous 
effort and we are grateful. 
But, wow, what it has 
done and is doing in this 
community! Thanks be to 
God for blessing us with 
this effort and for the 
people who are tireless in 
making it happen.

Finally, as a doctor 
asked once, “What reason 
do you have for living?” 
That's a question for us 
all and especially for 
those of us who fight 
the disease. How we 
answer that question 
says volumes about us as 
individuals and how we 
wage the battle.

So, fight on - with 
purpose, with faith, with 
others, with laughter, and 
thanks for all who fight 
with us.

Jennifer Somers
In May of 2011 I had 

the pleasure of moving to 
the Lowell community.  My 
two children and I hadn’t 
owned our own home for 

seven years, so it was very 
exciting to have a place to 
call home and it didn’t take 
long before we realized we 
couldn’t have asked for a 

better community to live in.
In August of 2011, 

just after we were getting 
things settled, I was 
diagnosed with Stage two 

in sales so my paycheck 
depends significantly upon 
my success with selling.  
Since I had a day of chemo 
each week, I lost a day of 
sales time each week.  I 
also had multiple side 
effects from the chemo 
drugs that made it difficult 
to maintain my normal 
level of productivity.  
Once again, at the turn of 
the new year, I was gifted 

by the Pink Arrow Fund 
with Meijer gift cards that 
helped to keep food on the 
table during this struggle.

I am happy to report 
that I completed my last 
chemo treatment on March 
22 and just had my final 
reconstructive surgery in 
May.  My prognosis is very 
positive and I have learned 
so much about life having 
gone through all of this.  
I tell all of those around 
me that each day is a gift.  
Smile, laugh, LIVE and 
love.  You never know what 

breast cancer.  My two 
children were about to 
begin attending brand new 
schools and going through 
the process of making new 
friends.  This made me feel 
very apprehensive about 
how all of these obstacles 
were going to be overcome 
by myself and my kids.  

Instead of being 
reactive, I was as proactive 
as I could be.  I put a 
call into Cherry Creek 
Elementary principal Shelli 
Otten to let her know of the 
challenges we were facing.  
I didn’t want my son to 
struggle at his new school 
while dealing with my 
health situation.  Shelli was 
wonderful!  She was truly 
concerned and asked me 
if I was familiar with the 
Pink Arrow Pride.  I wasn’t 
familiar with the program 
so she told me a little 
about it; a few days later 
I received the registration 
paperwork in the mail from 
her.

I couldn’t believe that 
a community could be so 
supportive of its residents 
who have the unfortunate 
experience of battling 
cancer.  It was unlike 
anything I had ever heard 
of.  The support of Meijer 
gift cards helped to offset 
my loss of income while 
I was on disability and 
recovering from my initial 
surgery.  

Fortunately, I was 
able to go back to work 
after my surgery.  I work 

could be handed to you in 
the future.

I owe the community 
of Lowell more than I can 
ever repay, my neighbors 
shoveling my driveway, 
dropping off cookies, 
an anonymous gift of 
money and a lovely card 
at Christmas time, and 
just showing their genuine 
concern for me and my 
children.  I am truly blessed 

to have ended up in this 
wonderful community.

Please make an effort 
to support this organization; 
they had such a positive 
impact on my life when so 
much of it was a struggle.  
Thank you Lowell for 
being there for my family!

Vance M. Dimmick

“

’’

  I couldn’t believe that 
a community could be so 
supportive of its residents 
who have the unfortunate 
experience of battling 
cancer. 

Photos by Modern Photographics
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A  C o m m u n i t y  F i g h t i n g  C a n c e r
Claire Block

Claire’s battle with 
neuroblastoma cancer

Claire was born 
March 15, 2008.  At 
eighteen months of age 
she was diagnosed with 
neuroblastoma, a form 
of cancer that affects 
the adrenal glands.  
Neuroblastoma cancer 
is detected primarily in 
children and ranges in 
its levels of severity.  At 
its lowest levels, doctors 
may take a wait and see 
approach and in many 
cases the cancer will die off 
on its own with no course 
of treatment required.  In 
Claire’s case however, the 
tumor was very serious 
and needed immediate 
attention.

Claire was diagnosed 
on December 4th, 2010.  
She was a normal toddler 
for the most part with 
the exception of a few 
symptoms that her family 
found a bit concerning.  
Those symptoms included 
redness in her arms and 
legs, very little weight 
gain and constant sweating 
even when the surrounding 
temperature was very 
comfortable.  She was 
initially admitted to the 
hospital for high blood 
pressure, but upon further 
testing, a softball size 
tumor was located in her 

midsection.  
T r e a t m e n t s 

followed and 
continue to take 
place today.  These 
included five 
initial rounds of 
chemotherapy, two 
major surgeries to 
remove the tumor, 
multiple bone 
marrow biopsies, 
a bone marrow 
transplant, radiation 
therapy, immuno-
antibody therapy, 
and many visits 
to the out-patient 
clinic.  All of 
these procedures 
have taken place 
at Helen Devos 
Children’s Hospital 
right here in Grand 
Rapids.  Many of the 
treatments were hard 
on Claire and her 
body, resulting in an 
increase of infection.  

When not 
fighting her cancer, Claire 
would also have to deal 
with multiple ear infections 
and pneumonia.  

But even with all the 
trials that Claire has had to 
endure, there were times 
when she would feel better 
and return to her normal 
cheerful self even if that 
time was short-lived due to 
her continuing treatment.

Claire continues to 
fight her battle today and 
other than a minor setback 
in December of 2011 
when she had a dime-sized 
portion of tumor removed, 
she has been living a normal 
healthy life.  The tumor that 
was removed in December 
showed evidence that the 
doctors are in control of 
the disease and her body is 
also working to eliminate it 
naturally which is exactly 
what her family has hoped 
for.  Her health has been so 

good that she was able to 
take a trip to Disney World 
as part of the Make-a-Wish 
Foundation.

Claire is now one of a 
few patients in Michigan 
that is undergoing a 
trial medication that has 
shown promising results 
for other patients around 
the US.  With this new 
medication Claire has been 
able to return to an almost 
completely normal life.  
She feels great and just by 
looking at her, it would be 

difficult to recognize her 
as a cancer patient.  Her 
hair has grown back and 
she runs and plays just as 
any child would.  She will 
start preschool this fall in 
Lowell!

The Pink Arrow Pride 
has been able to help 
Claire’s family in a variety 
of ways.  The support from 
the community has been 
a blessing.   By offsetting 
some of the expenses that 
come with taking care of 
a cancer patient, Claire’s 

family has been able to 
focus on her care.  

Claire and her family 
were also featured on 
multiple advertisement 
boards leading up to last 
year's Pink Arrow Game, 
with one of those signs still 
hanging on the concession 
stand at the football field.

Claire and her family 
would like to thank the 
community of Lowell and 
the Pink Arrow Pride for 
all of the support that they 
have shown over the course 
of her treatment.“

’’

She feels great, and 
just by looking at her, 
it would be difficult to 
recognize her as a cancer 
patient.

FREE

LOWELL COMMUNITY WELLNESS
PINK ARROW HEALTH FAIR
TUESDAY, JULY 31 • 11:00 - 6:00 PM

CAN DRIVEAT GILDA’S CLUB 
  OF 
LOWELL FREE 

GIFT WITH 

PURCHASE 

OF TEES 

TODAY!
7/31/2012

FIRST CHANCE

TO PURCHASE 

YOUR

2012 

Pink Arrow  

Force V 

T-Shirt!

$15

PINK ARROW 

GAME

SEPT. 7TH

VS. GRAND HAVEN!

Cash or 
Checks only

For each T-shirt sold on 7/31/12
Harold Zeigler Ford 

    will match $1
Your shirt is your 

ticket to the 

Pink Arrow Game!

Bring cans 
for FROM

Free 
Back Pack
SIGNUPS

Presents
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If you think back to last August, 
many of you will remember how special 
our Main Street looked adorned 
with waves of Pink Arrow Pride 
banners.  Historic downtown Lowell 
was alive with stories of heroes and 
courageous souls. You can help bring 
this energy back to Main Street and 
honor someone with a custom Pink 
Arrow Pride  banner to hang along the 
light posts. The goal of each banner 
is to show local residents and visitors 
our community support of residents 
traveling on a cancer journey.  This is 
a unique and personal way to honor 
someone special in your life.

Pink Arrow Pride would like 
to extend an invite for families, 
businesses and organizations to 
participate by purchasing a banner 
for $199.  You may submit your own 
text and photo, graphic or logo, or 
choose from our library of Pink Arrow 
Pride photos. 126 banners will hang 
from the 63 light posts starting August 
1 through the September 7 game 
day.  When the banners come down, 
they are yours to keep as a souvenir 
of your contribution to Pink Arrow 
Pride.

If you had a banner last year, to 
rehang the existing banner the price 
will be $100. Please drop them off at 
The Lowell Ledger, 105 N. Broadway.

Order your banner today! 
Contact Perry & Teresa 

Beachum at 616-581-6199 or 
teresabeachum@gmail.com 

to order your banner 
before July 30.

Pink Arrow
Storyboard of Banners 

will line Lowell's Main Street

Place a Business Directory ad to run for 
8 weeks and receive 2 weeks FREE*

*Ad must be prepaid. Expires July 31, 2012

105 N. Broadway, Lowell • 897-9261

by Karen Jack 

The Wisconsin Dells 
were alive with youth gym-
nasts from around the coun-
try last weekend, five of 
which were from Lowell. 
Meghan Plutschouw, Lau-
ren DeHaan, Paige DeHaan, 

Red Arrow youth 
gymnasts go to nationals

Amber Brown, and Joslynn 
Battle all attended the AAU 
age group nationals repre-
senting the Arrows. Danielle 
Krajewski was supposed to 
attend, but suffered an in-
jury rendering her unable to 
compete.

The girls decided to rep-
resent Lowell in Pink Arrow 
fashion, wearing pink leo-
tards with names of people 
they wanted to remember or 
represent. Plutschouw com-
peted in honor of her friend 
Anna Organek. Lauren De-
Haan competed in honor 
of a family friend, Doug 

Biemers; while her sister, 
Paige, competed in honor of 
another family friend, Alvin 
Kershner. Brown competed 
for her grandfather and Bat-
tle competed for her Aunt 
Cheryl. Krajewski would 
have competed in honor of 

her grandparents.
Plutschouw and Lau-

ren DeHaan both earned 
five medals, winning first 
and second in all-around in 
their respective age groups. 
All-around means they 
competed in all four events, 
placing higher than their 
colleagues. Paige DeHaan 
earned four medals, placing 
fourth all-around in her age 
group.    Brown earned two 
medals, placing highest  as 
eighth on the bars in her age 
group and Battle earned five 
medals, placing highest as 
third on the vault.

The girls competed 
against gymnasts from all 
over the country, including 
California, Florida, Georgia, 
Illinois, Ohio, and Wiscon-
sin.

“These are the girls we 
need to watch in the very 

near future. Plutschouw, L. 
DeHaan and Krajewski are 
varsity level gymnasts and P. 
DeHaan, Brown and Battle 
are middle school gymnasts 
working hard to prepare 
for the high school team.   I 
can’t wait for the next few 
high school seasons to see 
how they compete with their 
opponents. They have been 
working hard and I think 
their hard work will show in 
the varsity results,” said Mi-
chele DeHaan, director  and 
head coach of the Red Ar-
row Youth Gymnastics pro-
gram.

college news

Aubrey Dee of Alto was 
named to the dean's list at 
Olivet Nazarene University 
during the recently complet-
ed spring 2012 semester. To 
qualify for inclusion on the 
dean's list, a student must 
have been enrolled as a full-
time undergraduate student 
and must have attained a se-
mester grade point average 
of 3.50 or higher on a 4.00 
grading scale.

Courtney Schmidt, 
sophomore, from Low-
ell High School, has been 
named to the 2011/2012 
academic honor roll of 
the Michigan Intercolle-
giate Athletic Association 
(MIAA) from Hope College 
for soccer.

Ryan Durkee of Lowell 
has been named a recipient 
of a faculty scholarship to 

Grand Valley State Univer-
sity. Durkee, a recent gradu-
ate of Lowell High School, 
is the son of Daniel and Jan-
ice Durkee.

To be considered for 
a faculty scholarship, the 
recipient must have a 3.6 
high school grade point av-
erage (GPA), a minimum 
ACT score of 29 and attend 
a scholarship competition. 
The award is renewable for 
three additional years with 
a minimum of a 3.5 GPA or 
better.
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4th ANNUAL 
GOLF SCRAMBLE
JULY 28, 2012

LOWELL LACROSSE

2170 Alden Nash
Lowell, Michigan

2:15 pm - shotgun start
1:30 - sign in

One Team - Golf and Dinner for 4 players (18-holes) ____$240

One Team - Golf and Dinner for 4 players (9-holes) _____$180

Golf and Dinner for one player _______________________$60

ARROWHEAD 
GOLF COURSE

•	 100%	of	Funds	Raised	Will	Be	Used	To	Benefit	Lowell	LaCrosse

•	 Boys	and	Girls	Youth	-	Varsity	Programs

•	 Sponsorship	Opportunities	Available

•	 Lowell	LaCrosse	Served	212	Athletes	in	2012	And	Is	Growing!

E-Mail your player 
registration or questions to:

fmarshall@marshall-assoc.net 

HEALTH
With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 

Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

health

tick bites

The balloon ascension and parachute drop, 
scheduled for last Saturday evening, was somewhat of 
a fizzle as such, but probably made up in amusement 
all that it lacked in spectacular thrills. The balloon had 
barely succeeded in rising above the tree tops which 
line the river in Recreation Park, when it began to 
descend and the parachute jumper leaped from his 
trapeze landing on a limb of a nearby tree. Relieved of 
its weight, the balloon ascended for a short distance 
and then fell to the earth near the old Cutter factory.

C. H. Runciman, Showboat interlocutor, invites 
contributions of good short jokes for use of the 
endmen. Jokes must be in dialogue form – anecdotes 
or stories cannot be used. Free reserved seat ticket if 
your joke is accepted. Send by mail to C. H. Runciman, 
Showboat Interlocutor, Lowell, Michigan. Jokes must 
be mailed just as soon as possible.

50 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

July 12, 1962
Saturday, July 14, has been set as the date of the 

annual Lowell Showboat Talent Night this year. Dr. H. R. 
Mueller, chairman of the event, announced this week. 

Looking back, continued
Provision is being made to seat 6,000 spectators at 
the contest, which will begin promptly at 7 p.m. at the 
Showboat dock. Amateur entertainers from throughout 
the state come to Lowell to compete in the event for 
one of six amateur spots on the Lowell Showboat, 
scheduled to stream down the river this year from 
July 23 through July 28. Preliminary auditions for the 
amateur contest will be held in the afternoon of July 
14 at the Runciman Elementary School. Of the total 
number of acts auditioning, approximately 35 will be 
selected by the amateur night committee to appear 
in the evening contest, during which judges from 
entertainment media will name the winning acts. Each 
winner is then slated to appear with the professional 
entertainers before Showboat audiences during one 
of the six big nights of the world-famed minstrel show. 
Admission to the amateur contest has been set at 60c 
a person, with all children under 12 admitted free if 
accompanied by their parents.

25 years ago
The Grand Valley Ledger

July 15, 1987
Headline: Historic St. Mary’s Church is demolished 

- the former St. Mary’s Church building, located at 
the corner of Lincoln Lake and Chatham Streets, 
is just a fond memory now as it was torn down 
last Wednesday to make way for new plans of the 
present landowners, Phillip D. Johnson and Lyle 
Johnson. Some of the lighting fixtures, flooring and 
windows were preserved and sold to antique dealers. 
The landmark structure was used for worship until 
April of 1980 when the people of St. Mary’s Church 
dedicated their new building to the Blessed Virgin. 
Many precious memories were held of the sanctuary 
where parishioners had worshipped since 1879, in 
the recently demolished structure. In June 1879, the 
date inscribed on the cornerstone which “numbered 
about 200” was happy to see a fine church building 
dedicated. The building cost $3,300.00. Before 1927, 
St. Mary’s was a mission church when Reverend 
Father Robert Bogg was made pastor at Lowell and 
that same year the former John Arehart residence was 
purchased for a rectory. Parishioners and community 
residents will miss the old structure, but it has been 
empty for seven years without any concrete plans to 
repair or use it as it was, so the plan to tear it down 
before it became an eyesore to make way for progress 
was probably the best decision.

It seems obvious but, don't offer a service that you are 
incapable of doing and expect to get paid for it.

Seems basic enough. But for whatever reason, quite 
possibly the fear of not getting or keeping a job or worried 
that they'll look "stupid," people will agree to do all sorts of 
things and then not keep their word. This behavior usually 
results in losing said job or the person continually looking 
stupid. These types rarely make the connection.

Now I look at the time when the term 'work ethic' was 
first used and wonder if this gives a clue as to why it came 
about. 1951. 

These were post WWII era folks. There were opportu-
nities for work and if you did well, there were opportunities 
for advancement. No starting at the top and assuming you 
were owed a living. I remember my parents, for instance, 
helping people out on the job and at home... just because. 
There were no ulterior motives. Of course that kind of be-

havior did pay off in that they were desirable neighbors, 
friends and employees. But that was not the impetus for 
these actions. It seems that all too often people get the job 
and that's where it ends, nothing else required on their part.

Now without question, this issue is twofold. When 
there is no opportunity for advancement or good work goes 
unappreciated it can become increasingly difficult to keep 
banging your head against a wall. But that doesn't address 
the fact that work ethic by definition is for your own sake, 
your own "moral good." The other issues, rewards, promo-
tions, more opportunities for work, can all be addressed in 
a separate forum.

The fact is, at the end of the day, if you put your all into 
whatever you are trying to accomplish and are earnest in 
your efforts, a job well done is your reward. And that, is the 
currency you bring to the bargaining table.

Off The Cuff, continued

Some ticks transmit 
bacteria that cause illness. 
In our area, this is Lyme 
disease transmitted by the 
deer tick.

If you notice you have 
a tick attached/bite, prompt-
ly remove the tick by using 
tweezers to grasp the tick 
near its head and gently pull 
to remove the entire tick. If 
possible, place the tick in a 
container and place it in the 
freezer. If you become ill 
the doctor may want to see 
the tick. Use antibacterial 
soap and wash thoroughly 
around the bite area.

You need to see a doc-
tor if you develop a rash, 
fever, muscle or joint pain, 
swollen lymph nodes, or 
flu-like symptoms. The rash 
appears days to a month 

prior to the onset of most of 
the other symptoms.

Lyme disease is caused 
by a bacteria called Borrel-
la burgdorferi. It takes ap-
proximately 48 hours of a 
tick feeding to transmit this 
bacteria. It is easily treated 
by antibiotics in its early 
stages.

GREG VAN STRIEN
HEATING AND PLUMBING

HEATING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE & INSTALLATION

PLUMBING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
WARM AIR/RADIANT HEAT

OIL BURNER SERVICE

(616) 897-5569
Visa And Master Card Accepted
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

obituaries

ROTH

GERST
www.gerstfuneralhomes.com

CITY OF
LOWELL

PUBLIC NOTICE
The July Board of Review 

will meet as follows:

Wednesday, July 18, 2012
at 1:00 pm

ACT 14 OF 1985, being Section 211.53(b) 
of the General Property Tax Laws, provides 
for corrections of clerical errors or mutual mis-
takes of fact relative to the correct assessment 
figures, and the corrections of Principle Resi-
dence Exemptions, these shall be verified by 
the local assessing officer and approved by the 
board of review at a meeting held for that pur-
pose, to be held on any day of the week of the 
3rd Monday in July.

On July 18, 2012, a meeting will be called 
for this purpose at 1:00 pm in the City Hall, 301 
East Main Street, Lowell, MI 49331, to conduct 
business as provided for in Section 211.53(b), 
Michigan Compiled Laws.

Betty R. Morlock
City Clerk

KAUFMAN
Eric Alan Kaufman, age 51 of Lowell, passed away 
unexpectedly Monday, July 2, 2012. He was preceded 
in death by his father, Ralph Kaufman. He is survived 
by his mother, 
Patricia Kaufman; 
sister, Gretchen 
(Ed) Kuklo; niece, 
Courtney (Jason) 
Green; nephews, 
Dustin (Vicki) 
Anderson, Skyler 
(Abbie) Kuklo; 
grand nephews, 
Logan and Duncan 
Anderson; uncles, 
Wayne Kaufman, 
Wallace (Phyllis) 
Kaufman; aunt, 
Beverly (Donal) 
Davis; and faithful Airedale dog, Fred. Eric was born in 
Sandusky, Ohio, graduated from Lowell High School, 
worked for Douma Art Supplies then Ralph Kaufman 
Artists for many years until he took over the business 
when his father passed away. A memorial service 
was held Sunday, July 8 at Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 
N. Hudson, Lowell. Pastor David Sims of CrossPoint 
Church officiating. Those who wish to make a memorial 
contribution, please consider The Democratic Party, 
2922 Fuller Ave. NE, #B207, Grand Rapids, MI 49505

But it may be hanging out in 
your garage, attic or 

basement! Cash that money 
in with a classified in the 

Lowell Ledger!
Ph. 897-9261 • Fax 897-4809

email:
classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.com

MONEY DOESN’T GROW  
    ON  TREES!

Just as Social Securi-
ty is an American corner-
stone, baseball is America’s 
pastime.  

Baseball is an annual 
rite of summer and a game 
that is known for its num-
bers. Joe DiMaggio’s 56-
game hitting streak, Cal 
Ripken’s record 2,632 con-
secutive games played, 
and Hank Aaron’s 755 ca-
reer home runs all tell sto-
ries greater than the num-
bers themselves. Mention 
any one of these numbers 
to a baseball fan and you’re 
sure to call to mind memo-
ries and stories. 	

Baseball (and Social 
Security) numbers tell stories

Social Security’s num-
bers tell stories too. The 
first lump sum Social Se-
curity payment of 17 cents 
was made to Ernest Ack-
erman in 1937. The first 
monthly Social Security 
check of $22.54 went to 
Ida May Fuller in January 
of 1940. This year, about 
55 million Americans will 
receive $760 billion in So-
cial Security benefits. The 
average monthly benefit for 
a retired worker in 2012 is 
$1,229. 

An estimated 159 mil-
lion workers are covered 
under Social Security — 

that’s 94 percent of the 
workforce. Fifty percent 
of workers have no pri-
vate pension coverage and 
31 percent have no savings 
set aside specifically for re-
tirement. These and other 
numbers make it easy to ap-
preciate the value of Social 
Security.

Ninety percent of 
Americans age 65 and old-
er receive Social Security 
benefits. Among the un-
married, 41 percent rely on 
Social Security benefits for 
90 percent of their income.

Baseball and Social 
Security: America’s pas-

time and America’s retire-
ment program. Both have 
long and storied histories 
and associations with sta-
tistics. 

Learn more about So-
cial Security by visiting 
www.socialsecurity.gov.

Vonda VanTil is the 
public affairs specialist for 
West Michigan. You can 
write her c/o Social Secu-
rity Administration, 3045 
Knapp St NE, Grand Rap-
ids, MI 49525 or via email 
at vonda.vantil@ssa.gov  

Delta Dental Founda-
tion is currently seeking ap-
plications from community-
based oral health programs 
and organizations in Mich-
igan, Ohio and Indiana for 
its annual community mini-
grant program.

The program looks to 
award up to $100,000 in 
grants annually to organi-
zations that address oral 
health needs in the three 
states. Though special con-
sideration is given to appli-
cants whose programs focus 
on improving dental health 
of underserved children, all 
grant submissions will be 
considered.

Mini-grants available for dental health programs
“This is our sixth year 

offering our community 
mini-grant program and we 
have found it to be an ex-
cellent way for the founda-
tion to help support local or-
ganizations that truly want 
to make a difference in the 
oral health of their commu-
nities,” said Teri Battaglieri, 
director of the Delta Dental 
Foundation in a press re-
lease issued June 28. “Pro-
grams such as this help us 
carry out our mission of 
providing dental care to the 
underserved and increasing 
oral health awareness. We 
look forward to receiving 
this year’s applications.”

Individual requests are 
limited to a maximum of 
$5,000.

Grants must be dedi-
cated to local, not-for-profit 
programs designed to im-
prove dental health of com-
munities in Michigan, Ohio 
or Indiana only.

Programs of particular 
interest are those designed 
to improve the oral health 
of low-income children.

Only one proposal per 
organization per year will 
be considered.

Delta Dental will eval-

uate each application based 
on factors such as the pro-
gram’s focus on children, 
potential value to the com-
munity, measurable results 
and the level of local com-
munity support it attracts.

The submission dead-
line is Sept. Winners will be 
notified later this fall.

For a grant application, 
additional guidelines and el-
igibility requirements, visit 
www.deltadentalmi.com/
About/Giving-Back/Delta-
Dental-Foundation.

Wedding, Engagement and 
Anniversary Announcements* 

are Free in the Ledger.
Birth Announcements without 

a photo are free; 
with a photo are $5.

* Anniversary announcements cannot contain an 
invitation to a celebration

THE FOODMOBILE

11535 Fulton East, 
Lowell, MI 49331

616-897-8260
www.fromlowell.org

(mostly produce)

Foreman Building, S. Broadway
SATURDAY, JULY 14, 2012

(until food is gone)

FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

servicescard of 
thanks

wanted
I WANT TO BUY - refrigera-
tor, stove, washer, dryer & 
furniture in good shape. 
Have cash. 989-584-6818.
TFN 

Coming Events
PLEASE NOTE  - Coming Events 
are for non-profit organizations. 
If you are charging admission for 
an event - it is considered an ad-
vertisement. Coming events are 
ran on a space available basis 
& ARE NOT GUARANTEED TO 
RUN. If you would like to make 
sure your event is placed in the 
paper, please call our office & 
place it as a classified ad. We 
will not run ANY Garage or Rum-
mage Sales as a coming event. 
All Coming Events or changes 
to coming events should be sub-
mitted by fax: 897-4809, email: 
classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com, by mail: PO Box 128, Low-
ell, MI 49331 or in person: 105 
N. Broadway, Lowell.

BOWNE TOWNSHIP HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY- meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 10 
a.m.  in the Historical Museum 
at 84th/Alden Nash.

NEEDLERS - Second & fourth 
Monday evenings, 5:30  to 8:30 
p.m. Schneider Manor Commu-
nity Room.

WOMEN OF THE MOOSE - third 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. for business 
meeting.

AMERICAN LEGION CLARK-
ELLIS POST 152 - meets the 
fourth Monday  at 3100 Alden 
Nash S.E. at 7:30 p.m.

ALTO AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY - meets the second 
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
the Alto American Legion Post.

for rent
HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. FREE 
All Vets Coffee Hour at the 
center the 3rd Thursday of 
each month. Bring a friend. 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.TFN 

services

services
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS - 
massage chair tan leather, 
human technology Sharper 
Image, calf/foot included, 
$800. Schwinn elliptical 
machine excellent condi-
tion, $450. Cherry king 
4 poster rice bed with 
night stands, $999. http://
grandrapids.craigslist.org/
fuo/3114317071.html for 
pics. 897-8369.
FIREWOOD - seasoned 
hardwood, $75 1/3 cord 
(rick) or $165 cord. De-
livery available. Multiple 
cord discount. Call Mike, 
616-490-2283.
QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.TFN

ROLL TICKETS AVAIL-
ABLE AT LOWELL LITHO 
- Single & double rolls, 
variety of colors. Single roll, 
$5 ea. + tax & double rolls 
$7.50 + tax  ea. Lowell Litho, 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell. 
Ph. 897-9261.

NEED  A  DUMP-
STER? - 14 to 20 
yards available. Ga-
rage, attic, house-
hold cleanup, roof-
ing, trash, junk etc. 
Dependable service 
& affordable prices. 
Call for free esti-
mates. Contact Doug 
616-295-6640.TFN     

TA X E S ,  PAY R O L L , 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
-  by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
6351.TFN  

KID ZONE DAYCARE - has 
immediate openings for 
full-time care. Call 616-
889-8384.

COMPUTER REHAB 
- Virus & Spyware 
removal and more. 
No diagnostic fees! 
Mon. - Sat., 505-B 
West Main, Low-
ell. 987-1155, www.
ComputerRehab.ws

COUNSELING SERVICES 
- by a local therapist. Men-
tal health, chronic pain, 
academic testing, career, 
Voc Rehab. 238-2116. Life 
Transitions Therapy.

V.F.W. POST  #8303 - meets the 
first Monday at 7 p.m. at 3116 
Alden Nash S.E.

LOWELL SHOWBOAT GARDEN 
CLUB - meets the 3rd Monday in  
the Church of the Nazarene Fel-
lowship Hall, 211 N. Washington 
St. at 6:30 p.m. 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 102 - every 
Monday, 7-8:30 p.m. during  school 
year in  Scout Cabin at the end 
of N. Washington St. Ages 11 
and up or completing 5th grade.  
Call Scoutmaster Randy Jesberg 
at 897-4569 or Del Rockwell at 
897-6814.

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY 
TOPS MI #372 -   every Tuesday 
at Key Heights Mobile Home Park 
Community Building. Weigh-ins 
at 5:45 p.m. 

CUB SCOUT PACK 3188 - meets 
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church, 
621 E. Main.

QUA-KE-ZIK SPORTSMANS 
CLUB -  meets second and third 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. at  8731 West 
Riverside Dr. Go to www.qua-
ke-zik.org for information. New 
members welcome.

LOWELL LIONS CLUB -   meets 
third Tuesday at noon at Lowell 
City Hall.

LOWELL AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB - meets the 2nd Saturday 
at Flat River Outreach Ministries, 
11535 E. Fulton, 9 a.m. social 
gathering; 10 a.m. meeting. LARC 
sponsors 145.27 MHz area radio 
repeater system. 

THE EAST KENT COUNTY 
REPUBLICANS (EKCR) - meets 
the second Saturday of the month 
at the Lowell Area Chamber of 
Commerce (113 Riverwalk Plaza) 
from 8:30 to 10 a.m. to discuss 
current events on the local, state 
& national levels. Bring your 
concerns & issues to our meet-
ing for open discussion! Share 
information about what you can 
do to become involved! For more 
information, please call Dave 
Emmette, 644-0759 or Nancy 
Steckler, 897-6380.

FLAT RIVER OUTREACH MIN-
ISTRIES THRIFT STORE -  is 
open Wed. & Fri. 10 - 8 p.m.; 
Thurs. 10-6; Sat., 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m. at 11535 Fulton St. E. Thrift 
Shop, 897-8260; Food Pantry, 
897-8260; Emergency Services, 
897-8260.

ALPHA WOMEN’S CENTER 
- 517 E. Main.   Hours: Mon. 11-5 
p.m.; Tues. 6-9 p.m.; Thurs. 10-6 
p.m. 987-9533. Diapers, formula, 
clothing  & free pregnancy testing 
available.

AVERILL HISTORICAL MU-
SEUM OF ADA -   7144 Headley, 
is open every Friday & Saturday 1 
- 4 p.m. or by appointment. Closed 
Jan. & Feb. 676-9346.

ALTO LIBRARY HOURS:  Tues. 
& Wed., 12 - 8 p.m.;  Mon. &  Sat., 
9:30-1:30  p.m.; Thurs., 1-5 p.m.  
Info., call 784-2007.

ENGLEHARDT L IBRARY 
HOURS - Mon.-Wed., noon - 8 
p.m.; Thurs. & Fri., 9:30 a.m. - 5 
p.m.;  Sat., 9:30 a.m.  -  1:30 p.m. 
784-2007.

for rent
IN & OUT REMOVAL - Elec-
tronics, appliances, cars, 
lawn mowers, farm equip-
ment, etc. Free pickup. Call 
Joe 616-890-5210.

GEE’S ROLLING 
DUMPSTERS - 15 
yard. $170 for house-
hold trash or $250 
for shingles/drywall. 
616-205-6871.

OPEN HOUSE SPECIAL 
- Let Time To Shine Win-
dow Washing clean your 
windows for your upcoming 
open house. 10% discount 
for graduating seniors. 616-
292-0695.
SKILLED SEAMSTRESS 
- wants to do alterations & 
any odd sewing jobs you 
might need completed. 
Great rates. Call Brandi, 
987-4402.
COMPUTER  PROB-
LEMS? - Call Ryan at 
616-890-7979.
ANGER MANAGEMENT 
- ongoing groups or 
individual therapy from 
a counselor in Lowell. 
Call for dates/times. 238-
2116 Life Transitions 
Therapy.

DISCOVER CARPET 
CLEANING - $20 a 
room. We use only the 
best truck mounted 
machines. 6 years ex-
perience. IICRC certi-
fied. 616-745-9677.

TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

AUCTION - every Friday 
night, 6:30 p.m. 420 N. 
Lafayette, Greenville, MI. 
Antiques, furniture, rail-
road, fishing items, dolls & 
much more. Always taking 
consignment. Visit auc-
tionzip.com or call Rick at 
616-302-8963.
MEMORY FOAM - Tem-
perpedic style memory 
foam set. Queen. New with 
warranty. Cost $1,800, sell 
$595. Can deliver. 616-682-
4767 or 293-6160.
FRESH VEGGIES - green 
beans, zucchini, summer 
squash & red potatoes 
at Starbard Farms, 2055 
Montcalm Ave., SE. Corner 
of Grand River & Mont-
calm.
PILLOWTOP MATTRESS 
SET - Queen. Never used, 
$199. Call 616-682-4767 or 
293-6160.
HIGH EFFICIENCY CLAS-
SIC - Outdoor Wood Fur-
nace from Central Boiler. 
25 year warranty. Call SOS 
your “Stocking Dealer” Dut-
ton, MI 616-554-8669 or 
616-915-5061.
200 APPLIANCES - Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69.  Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main St., Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. See 
us on Facebook. Delivery 
available.TFN

LAND FOR SALE - Lowell 
schools, walk to HS, Alden 
Nash West subdivision, 
.63 acre, $49,900, sign 
on property. Call Chuck 
at 1-517-282-2460 after 
10 a.m.
AIRBED - Selecta Comfort 
firmness for each of you. 
Dual chambers. Digital 
remote. Never used. Har-
mony P-5 model. Cost 
$2,100, will sell $1,299. 
Call 616-682-4767 or 293-
6160.
FOR SALE - 1993 Chev-
rolet S10 pickup w/a cap, 
automatic, 4.3 V6, 95,200 
original miles, truck is in 
excellent condition, $3,500 
obo. Call after 6 p.m., 897-
4349.
BED & MATTRESS SET 
- queen, Sealy, $95 in-
cludes frame.  Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook. 
Delivery available.TFN

MATTRESS SET - Queen 
pillowtop, new in plastic, 
$150. 616-805-9282.
LHASA APSO - female, 
1 yr., shots, $150. 897-
7730.
KENMORE REFRIGERA-
TOR & STOVE SET - 
(2006), cost $900, sell 
$199 for pair. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN 

misc.

help wanted
COMMERCIAL CLEANING 
POSITION - Janitorial posi-
tion available in the Cas-
cade/Ada area. Part-time, 
10 hrs. per week. Reliable 
transportation and valid 
drivers license required. 
We offer competitve wages. 
Stop in soon and fill out an 
application. Metropolitan 
Building Maintenance, 868 
Barnum SW, Grand Rapids, 
MI 49509.
NOW HIRING - and train-
ing for career positions with 
West Michigan's leading 
real estate company. Call 
Rick Seese, Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. for a confiden-
tial interview. 616-437-2576 
or 616-974-4250.TFN 

SALES REP - High com-
missions! Avg $10 -$20/hr! 
You pick your days! Must 
have car, cell, computer, 
printer. Frank 616-780-
4672.
BUSY INSURANCE EX-
ECUTIVE - currently adding 
energetic and depend-
able team players. 25K 
first year pay. Call 616-
328-6111 x1 or e-mail 
aconfer@phase2financial.
com

for sale

SUPPORT  THE  
L O W E L L  A R E A 
FARMERS’ MARKET 
- Thursdays 12:30 - 6 
p.m. at the Tractor 
Supply parking lot. 
Call Dave & Betty 
Deans for more info, 
897-9186.

HAIRSTYLISTS - If you 
love what you do & have 
an established clientele, 
chair rental may be a good 
option for you! For more 
info, call 616-897-7131 & 
ask for Brenda at Brenda’s 
Hair Design LLC.

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN 

sales
FINAL SALE - July 12 & 
13, Thurs. & Fri., 9-6 p.m. 
& Sat., July 14, 9-? Before I 
pack it up for another year, 
100’s of antiques & garage 
sale items. Alot of new 
things. One more chance 
to deal. 8350 45th SE, 
Ada. Off Cascade or Whit-
neyville roads, 1st street 
after Buttrick, signs posted. 
Thanks, Bob. Questions, 
745-8451.
GARAGE SALE - Fri. & 
Sat., July 13 & 14, 8-6 
p.m. at 702 N. Washington. 
Baby stuff, tables, movies, 
misc, etc.
EARLY RISER WELCOME 
- Huge pole barn sale, July 
12 - 14, 7 a.m. 1816 John-
son Rd., Saranac. 19.5 ft. 
Sea Nypth w/trailer, fishing 
equipment, 1942 Ferguson 
w/brush hog, table saws, 
tools & tools, antique large 
air compressor, & other 
antiques, numerous other 
items.

THANK YOU
The family of Gert De 
Haan would like to thank 
Dr. Evenhouse, the nurses 
and residents at Spectrum 
Health for the excellent 
care and concern you 
gave to our mother. Also 
to Fountain View for their 
loving care. Roth Gerst, 
Lowell Floral, Pastor Rick 
Blunt and Bill Zinke for 
the beautiful service. The 
ladies of the church for the 
luncheon. A special thank 
you to Rick & Karen for 
their visits every week to 
Fountain View and for be-
ing with us at the hospital. 
Also all the cards and visits. 
Your kindness was greatly 
appreciated.

 God Bless you all,
Joyce Van Dyke, 
Harold De Haan, 

Sid & Elaine De Haan 
& Don De Haan

HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN  

LOWELL ARTS!  GALLERY 
HOURS -  Tues. - Fri., 10 - 6 
p.m.; Sat., 1-4 p.m.; Monday 
by appt.; 149  S. Hudson. Visit 
www.lowell artscouncil.org or  
call 897-8545.

LOWELL AREA HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM - open Tuesday, Sat-
urday & Sunday:1-4 p.m.; Thurs-
day: 1-8 p.m.  Families: $10; 
individual $3; ages 5-17  $1.50; 
members free. 897-7688.

ST. MARY’S PREGNANCY 
CRISIS CENTER -  402 Amity. 
Mondays: 5:30-7:30 p.m. and 
Thursdays: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Non-denominational. Help for 
pregnant women/adolescents 
in need. Provides support, refer-
rals, food, clothing/ infant items. 
Lowell area.  897-9393.

LOWELL SERENITY CLUB 
MEETINGS - (AA) Mon., Wed., 
Thurs.: 12-1 & 8-9 p.m.; Tues. 
& Fri.: 12-1, 4:30-5:30 p.m. & 
8-9 p.m.; Sat. & Sun.: 10-11 
a.m. & 8-9 p.m. The first step is 
always the hardest. If your life 
has become unmanagable due 
to alcohol, please join us at 101 
W. Main. 897-8565.  

 
MOBILE FOOD PANTRY - at 
Cascade Fellowship Christian 
Ref. Church, 6655 Cascade 
Rd. Free perishable food. 1st 
Monday. Register: 4:30 p.m. 
Distribution: 6 p.m.lic.

EVERY THURSDAY - Night 
service at First  Congregational 
United Church of Christ, 865 
Lincoln Lake  SE at 6:30 p.m. 
Public welcome.
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616-897-0787
When submitting your opinion to Sound Off!, we ask 

you to follow a few guidelines. 
Sound Off! is meant to be a way for you to compliment 

or vent your feelings with civility. A healthy way to get 
something off your chest or spread a little kindness. 

We welcome your comments, with or without 
signatures, but signing your name to your comment 
does increase the odds of seeing it in print. Threatening 
or deliberately cruel comments will not be accepted and, 
of course, no advertising a product or service please.

So basically, submit anything - 
but not everything will make it to print.
The Ledger reserves the right to choose what is 

printed, and reminds the public that views expressed 
in Sound Off!, unless otherwise stated, are not the 
opinions of The Ledger staff or its publishers.

We'd like to thank Jan at the high school for 
researching a lost iPod and finding its home. We 
appreciate your time, energy and honesty.

-The Wade Family

Before you plunk a yellow sign in your yard, 
get both sides of the story.

-Greg Canfield

Congratulations to our local papers for such 
well-deserved awards. Well done! Keep up the 
great work. Another wonderful benefit of living in 
Lowell.

• Residential 
• Commercial
• Air Conditioning 
• Heating Systems
• Licensed 
• Insured 
• Water & Sewer Hookups
• Video Inspection 
• Same Day Water 

Heaters Installed
• Sales, Service & Installation 

of All Plumbing Fixtures
• Drain Cleaning
• Water Softeners

Canfield
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

411 E. Main • Lowell
616-897-0887

volunteering opportunities

lend a hand

Riverwalk Festival is this coming weekend, July 12-
14 and there is a real need of individuals to assist with 
duck ticket sales, numbering ducks and Bingo helpers. The 
blocks of time are short, leaving plenty of time to have fun 
at the festival. 

WE SHIP UPS
Don’t Trust Your Package 

to Just Anyone!

We’ve been 
shipping 
UPS for 
over 15 
years!

Our Rates Are Great!
Better than On-line & Most 

Competitors! 
Call to Compare!

The Lowell Ledger

When calling for a price, we need the weight & 
dimensions of the package & a zip code to where 

it is being shipped to.

105 N. Broadway
Phone 897-9261

by Karen Jack

Many Lowell track 
youth participated in the 
Hershey state track meet 
in late June in Holt and 
performed quite well. In 
order for them to participate, 
they had to win their event 
in Lowell’s local Hershey 
meet in mid-June. The event 
was created by Hershey 
Company to get kids on the 
right track, teach lifelong 
lessons and have fun with 
every step, leap, jump and 
throw along the way.

Youth track participate in 
 Hershey state track meet

With over 37 local 
communities participating, 
there was some tough 
competition for the Lowell 
youth, but several managed 
to place in their events. The 
meet is set up so each youth 
is competing against other 
youths their own age.

Dawson Chapman took 
first in the 11-12 age group 
softball throw (162’2”), 
third in the 100m dash and 
fourth in the 200m dash. 
His first place finish should 

qualify him for the national 
event, in which all expenses 
are paid for by Hershey.

Cody McGee, took 
fourth in the 100m run, sixth 
in the 200m run and seventh 
in the softball throw. Aubry 
Doucette placed sixth in the 
200m run and seventh in 
the standing long jump.

Other placers included 
Kyla Dixon who took sixth 
in the 800m run, Parker 
Grant who placed sixth in 
the standing long jump, 

Callie Ford-Weber who 
placed third in the 100m run 
and Kylee Krogman who 
took sixth in the 1600m run.

Lowell relay teams also 
did well, with the boys’ age 
9-10 taking fourth, girls’ 
11-12 age group placing 
fifth and girls’ age 13-14 
came in sixth.

The national meet takes 
place in August in Hershey, 
Pennsylvania.

Duck numbering: Thursday, 7-9, two volunteers; Fri-
day, 6-9, two volunteers; Saturday, 1-3, two volunteers and 
3-5, three volunteers.

Information booth and tickets sales/Riverwalk: Thurs-
day, 7-9, two volunteers; Friday, 6-7:30,  two volunteers and 
7:30-9, three volunteers; Saturday, 12-2, four volunteers.

Bingo: Thursday, 5-7, one volunteer; Friday, 5-7,  two 
volunteers and 7-9, one volunteer; Saturday, 11-1, six vol-
unteers and 1-4, five volunteers.

If you would like to volunteer, call the Lowell Chamber 
of Commerce at 897-9161 or e-mail info@lowellchamber.
org

This article on autism, 
also known as ASD (Autism 
Spectrum Disorder), will fo-
cus on defining what it is. 
Because every child that 
has been given the diagno-
sis of autism is so different, 
it is considered a spectrum 
disorder. A spectrum dis-
order has a range of linked 
conditions which consti-
tutes a syndrome composed 
of many subgroups. The 
range of abilities can be ex-
treme. Autism is diagnosed 
in children that are essen-
tially nonverbal to children 
that are very verbal and 
gifted. These high function-
ing,  gifted children usually 

Kathryn Denhouter Ph.D.

ask kathryn

are diagnosed with Asperger 
Syndrome.

According to Chantal 
Sicile-Kira in her book ti-
tled, "What is Autism?", she 
states that when an individ-
ual is diagnosed with ASD, 
they are challenged in three 
areas: 1.) communication, 
2.) social relationships and 
3.) imaginative play. When 
an individual is challenged 
by "imaginative play," they 
often replace this with "tun-
nel focus" on a particular 
topic. I had one client that 
knew everything about the 
Titanic down to the small-
est detail. This was his/her 
form of play. Communica-

tion is another challenge. 
The use of language by an 
individual with autism might 
be stilted and/or they talk 
excessively and repetitively 
about favorite topics. The 
normal give and take inter-
change between individuals 
is often missing. Many times 
they will ask questions that 
are out of the context of the 
conversation and they will 
struggle to understand subtle 
jokes/humor. Social relation-
ships will present challenges 
to those having ASD. Often 
they will avoid eye contact 
or have limited eye contact 
and use few facial expres-
sions. The other social chal-
lenges are:, they  prefer to 
be in the company of adults 
more than peers, they strug-
gle with keeping friends and 
they often have difficulty un-
derstanding social cues. 

In summary, it is impor-
tant to remember that there 
are huge differences in abili-

ty levels for those diagnosed 
with autism. They may have 
a common diagnostic label 
because of their difficulties 
with 1.) communication, 2.) 
social relationships, and 3.) 
imaginative play, but they 
are different as night and 
day. Some autistic children 
are calm, some are hyperac-
tive, some tend to be "run-
ners" and some like tight 
spaces. As Chantel Sicile-
Kira stated, "If you have met 
a person with autism,  you 
have met only one person 
with austism." The huge 
ability differences create a 
wide range on the spectrum.

Next month,   we will 
discuss the patterns of 
symptoms for those indi-
viduals that have been di-
agnosed with autism. If you 
have any questions or com-
ments about this article, 
please send me an e-mail at 
kathryndenhouter@gmail.
com
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WE SHIP UPS!

105 N. Broadway
Lowell, MI

616.897.9261

SUDOKU
Puzzle solutions on page 12

JULY 4 - JULY 10

•	 New York retiree expects to hit 
three million miles in his ‘66 Volvo 
and he has held a solid lock on the 
Guinness World Records since 2002.

•	 Detroit Tigers’ star Prince 
Fielder wins Baseball’s Home Run 
Derby.

•	 British judge rejects bid to stop 
Olympic rooftop missles for protec-
tion.

•	 Mackinac Island’s Grand Hotel 
turns 125 years old on Tuesday.

THEME: CLASSIC 
GAMES

ACROSS
1. *Talking board?
6. King or queen ___
9. Drink too much
13. *Poker stakes
14. Romanian mone-
tary unit
15. Sweet tooth addic-
tion
16. Novelist Anne and 
footballer Jerry
17. Landers or Coulter, 
e.g.
18. Members of the 
media
19. Beat hard
21. *Type of checkers
23. To ___ a dog on 
someone
24. Brian Urlacher, e.g.
25. Beauty treatment 
site
28. Tibetan priest
30. Covered with hairs
35. *Journey from col-
lege to retirement
37. Master of his castle
39. Body center
40. Desktop picture
41. _____ attack
43. Drunken reaction
44. Welsh dog breed, 
pl.
46. Very bright star
47. Fly like eagle
48. Eternal, in the old-
en days
50. Time distortion
52. A layer in plywood
53. U-____
55. Faux ___
57. *Opposite of 
chutes
61. Like the Witch of 
the West
64. Theater guide
65. *Highest or lowest 
card

67. Found in Boy 
Scouts
69. Found on a map
70. 4 qts.
71. Ship away from 
harbor
72. Ants' structure
73. Finish line

74. Attention-seeking

Down
1. Crew tool
2. Used for measuring
3. Allergy symptom
4. They go with cheers
5. Lash out
6. Dull or uninteresting
7. Poetic "even"
8. Knucklehead
9. Wrong ____
10. S-shaped molding
11. *Football play
12. Gaelic
15. State of one's emo-
tions
20. Sell illegally
22. As opposed to mis-
hap
24. Barn occupant?
25. Pizza serving
26. Edging of small 
loops, as on lace
27. In front of
29. Sound of disap-
proval
31. Right hand col-
umn, like in baseball

32. The lowest deck
33. "Round up the 
_____ suspects!"
34. *Game of apolo-
gies
36. Denotes engineer
38. Prima donna
42. Plural of "carpus"
45. Be inherent in 
something
49. A husk of corn
51. *Blinky, Pinky and 
Inky game
54. Habitual practice
56. *Hockey players 
do it
57. Boozer
58. Reproductive 
structures
59. Indian soup
60. *"The farmer in the 
____"
61. Join by heating
62. More
63. Legal right to a 
property
66. *Kick it
68. "Never ___ never"

***
The best years of your life are the 

ones in which you decide your 
problems are your own. You do not 

blame them on your mother, the 
ecology, or the president. 

You realize that you control 
your own destiny.

Albert Ellis

NEED TO SEND A

?
   We CAN HELP!

Sending or Receiving
Only $1 

for the first sheet
(each additional 50¢)

105 N. Broadway 
Lowell

616.897.9261
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11535 E. Fulton St. 
Lowell, MI 49331  

 616-897-8260  
 www.FROMlowell.org 

 
 

“Seeking to meet the needs of people in the 
Greater Lowell Area in their time of need” 

FROM Food Fight 2012       
Boxscore 

Through Monday, July 9   
GAME ENDS SATURDAY, JULY 14 

At the conclusion of the 12:00 Noon Riverwalk Parade   

Facebook.com/fromlowell  

                                                                                             
                                            

  
RIVER VALLEY CREDIT UNION   ~   B.C. PIZZA   

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE   ~   LOWELL LEDGER/BUYERS GUIDE   
BRIAN & CHERYL DOYLE FAMILY   ~   STEVE FLEMING FAMILY 

TIMPSON TRANSPORT, INC.   ~   LITEHOUSE, INC.   ~   MEIJER, INC.      

                                                                                                                                      

               
  Ace Hardware ~ Curtis Cleaners                                                        Ada/Lowell 5 ~ Koffee Klatsch   
                       Lowell Women’s Club ~ Curtis Cleaners ~ Firstbank ~ Judd T. Carroll, D.M.D., P.C. ~ Kurt and Denise Tornga                                        
                         Larkin’s Restaurant ~ Rick & Jodie Seese Family ~ Lowell Granite Company ~ Grand Chrysler Dodge Jeep                                                                                  
                                           Cy & Loraine Floyd ~ Attwood Corporation ~ Mary Ellen Krikke ~ Chimera Design         

            
LOWELL MOBIL           GREENRIDGE REALTY, INC. 

 JAMES & CARLA COON ~ ALL WEATHER SEAL ~ DONALD AND BARBARA DENBOER   
MODERN PHOTOGRAPHICS ~ METRIC MANUFACTURING ~ TRACTOR SUPPLY ~ HOOPER PRINTING    

                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                               

Vivian Rice—AIC Insurance—All Source Imaging—Dependable LP Gas—Elite Auto Body—Allen Edwin Homes/Mark Allen—Pauly’s—Ball’s Softee Cream                                            
   Linda LeSage—Grand River Veterinary Hospital—Alto Gas—Green Acres—Lowell Family Medical Center—Whites Bridge Tooling, Inc.—Fifth Third Bank—Optec, Inc.                       

       Claudia Rice—Springrove Variety—Dr. John Mogor—Kent McKay—Edward Jones Investments/Chris Godbold—Dr. James E. Reagan—Beachum Flooring                                              
       Karen Corbett—Lance Bryan—Stoneybrook Sanitation—Noreen K. Myers, Attorney at Law—J. B. Harrison Agency—Joseph and Mary Bommarito                                                              

William and Susan Stouffer—Alice and Judy Monks—Roger & Diane LaWarre  

                                                                                                                                      

  
 

                                            Addorio Technologies—Alliance Financial & Ins.— Alto Beauty Salon—Alto Marathon—Fred and Marsha Ray—Dan and Linda DesJarden—George & Amy Fotis—Lynn Hiser                             
                          Crystal Flash Energy—Dave & Jan Thompson—Grand River Orthodontics—LA Trim—Noon Equipment—M.H. & Velda Rosenberger—Mark & Faith Bogdanik—Dick & Nola Bryan—Cliff Yankovich  
         Lowell Lanes—Heidi’s Farm Stand—Equipment Solutions— In Memory of Ivan Blough—Family Dentistry of Lowell—Douglas and Lynn Hiser—Nila Smith—Donna Jean Ford—Ardis Barber—Canfield Plumbing & Heating     

                                                                                                                                      

 
 
                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
    

EVENT SPONSORS 

TEAM COACH SPONSORS 

TEAM CAPTAIN SPONSORS 

TEAM TRAINER SPONSORS 

TEAM FAN SPONSORS 

 
 
 
 

 
ADA/LOWELL 5  2175 W. Main St.  897-3456 
ADVANCED EYECARE  1335 W. Main St. 897-7000  
*ALTO AMERICAN LEGION  6052 Linfield, Alto  868-6490 
ALTO BAR  6064 Linfield, Alto  868-9961 
ALTO BEAUTY SHOP  6077 Linfield, Alto  868-6454 
ARROWHEAD GOLF  2170 Alden Nash NE  897-7264 
ARTIC INC. HEATING & COOLING  897-4123 
BACKWATER CAFÉ  109 Riverside Dr.  897-6370   
BC PIZZA 1335 W. Main St.  897-9261 
CANFIELD PLUMBING & HTG  411 E. Main St.  897-0887 
CHIMERA DESIGN  208 E. Main St.  897-9480 
CITY LOOKS  SALON  11901 E. Fulton St.  897-2122 
COUSIN’S HALLMARK  223 W. Main St.  897-5000 
CURTIS CLEANERS  1410 W. Main St.  897-9809   
DAISY FLORAL  505 W. Main St.  897-2588 
DEER RUN GOLF  13955 Cascade Rd. SE  897-8481 
DERY PHYSICAL THERAPY  901 W. Main St.  897-7055 
*DOLLAR GENERAL  413 E. Main St.  897-0945 
EJA SALON   204 W. Main St.  897-1700 
ELLA’S COFFEE & COUSINE  307 E. Main St.  987-9266 
FIFTH-THIRD BANK  11915 E. Fulton  St.  897-1800 
FLAT RIVER GRILL  201 E. Main St.  897-8523  

 
 
 
 

 
*LOWELL YMCA  1335 W. Main St.  897-8445  
MAIN STREET INN  117 W. Main St.  897-1171   
*MODERN PHOTOGRAPHICS  216 W. Main St. 897-5606  
MYNT FUSION BISTRO  800 W. Main St.  987-9307 
*PAULY’S  11250 E. Fulton St.  897-2669  
QUALITY EXPRESS  11729 E. Fulton St.  897-2700 
REDFROG TECHNOLOGIES  1400 W. Main St.  897-5814   
*RITE AID  1401 W. Main St.  897-9221  
ROOKIES SPORTSCARDS  106 W. Main St.  897-5650 
SCHNEIDER MANOR  725 Bowes Rd.  897-8908 
SMEELINK OPTICAL  505 W. Main St.  897-0330                                        
SNEAKER’S BAR & GRILL  211 E. Main St.  897-6746 
SNAP FITNESS 2173 W. Main St. 987-4000 
SPRINT OF LOWELL  2050 W. Main St.  365-5760   
SPRINGROVE VARIETY  123 W. Main St.  897-9918 
SHOWBOAT AUTOMOTIVE  1450 W. Main St.  897-9231 
THREE BROTHERS PIZZA  1004 W. Main St.  987-4430 
TOTAL TEKNOLOGY  318 E. Main St.  622-4747  
TWO SEASONS   (M-21 next to McDonald’s) 
WALGREEN’S  11980 E. Fulton St.  897-3160 
WITTENBACH GMC  749 W. Main St.  897-9227 
                *DENOTES FOOD COLLECTIONS ONLY 

FROM THRIFT SHOP  11535 E. Fulton St.  897-8260 
FRY DADDY’S 608 W. Main St.  897-3474 
MAINLINE COFFEE  11260 E. Fulton  (Drive-Thru) 
*GILDA’S CLUB  314 S. Hudson  897-8600 
GRAND CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP  930 W. Main St.  897-9281 
GREAT CLIPS  11675 E. Fulton St.  897-9521 
*GREEN ACRES  11530 E. Fulton St.  987-9115 
*GREENRIDGE REALTY  1160 W. Main St.  897-9239 
HAIRSTUDIO  216 W. Main St.  987-0222 
HAROLD ZEIGLER FORD  11979 E. Fulton St.  897-8431 
KEISER’S KITCHEN  700 E. Main St.  897-8455 
HEIDI’S FARM STAND  11999 Cascade Rd. SE  897-6707 
ICE CREAM CABOOSE  6300 Alden Nash, Alto  868-6602 
LARKIN’S RESTAURANT  301 W. Main St.  897-5977 
*LOWELL AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  897-9161 
*LOWELL AREA HISTORICAL MUSEUM  897-7688 
LOWELL BUYERS GUIDE/LEDGER 105 N. Broadway 897-9261 
*LOWELL CITY HALL  301 E. Main St.  897-8457 
LOWELL FLORAL  1004 W. Main St,  897-1300 
LOWELL MOBIL  4475 Alden Nash SE  897-8019 
*LOWELL SENIOR NEIGHBORS  314 S. Hudson St.  897-5949 
*LOWELL SHOWBOAT SIZZLIN’ SUMMER CONCERTS             

FOOD FIGHT SPECIALS! 
Donate non-perishable food to a businesses listed below and receive their in-store 
special.  Look for their “Food Fight Special” poster and the North Team (red) & 

South Team (white) collection buckets!  

JOIN THE TEAM!   
DONATE ONLINE!   

Food Fight Hotline: 616-421-0029  ~  Website: www.fromlowell.org 
Every $1 donated = 1 food item toward the team of your choice! 
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