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by Emma Palova 

Janet Bailey will be 
remembered for her love 
of helping others. Bailey 

passed away last Tuesday.
“She had a passion for 

arts, museum and public ser-
vice,” said Rev. Roger La-
Warre.

Bailey was an avid vol-
unteer at the Flat River Out-
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Five charged with armed 
robbery in Lowell Township

Five men were charged 
with home invasion/armed 
robbery last week. The 
incident happened in May 
as the suspects entered a 
Lowell Township home, 
and stole jewelry, money 
and electronics.

Undersheriff Jon 
Hess said they may have 
had connections with the 
family, as they knew the 
dogs' names.

“They knew the home 
pretty well,” said Hess.

Following are the 
subjects that were charged:

Nicholas Green, 
20; Darryl Warren, 29; 
Christopher Warren, 
30; Darell Boyd, 29 and 
Termayne Lagrone, 24.

The detectives were 
assisted by the Grand 
Rapids Special Response 
Team.

Lowell woman leaves  legacy of caring
reach Ministries (FROM) 
working on financial assis-
tance. She helped there also 
with emergency services.

She started day care at 
United Methodist and she 
was involved with the hun-
ger walk.

“She was a woman of 
high energy and a caring 
person,” said LaWarre. “She 
was a tremendous caring 
person and worked hard to 
fill a need.”

And most of all, Bailey 
was a great friend of the arts.

“We’re going to miss 
her; she’s touched so many 
lives,” said Barb Pierce of 
the arts council.

Bailey was a communi-
ty minded volunteer and she 
always had time to plan an 
event.

As part of the educa-
tion committee, Bailey or-
ganized events for children 
and families.

“She helped with plan-
ning,” said Pierce. “She 
made time for everything 
and she didn’t want any 
recognition. She just loved 
what she did.”

Bailey was a mentor to 
many and a role model.

“She will leave a great 
legacy of helping others,” 
Pierce said.

Rev. Ethel Steers had 
known Bailey for more than 
30 years.

“She had more ener-
gy than anyone I’ve ever 
known,” said Stears. “She 
cared about those who were 
hurting.”

by Emma Palova

Concertgoers braved 
record hot temperatures last 
Thursday as they listened 
to the music of the Rhythm 
Section Jazz Band on the 
Riverwalk.

Thursday concert sizzles in record temperatures
 The Rhythm Section 

Jazz Band was formed in 
June of 2002 for the purpose 
of reading through the Paul 
Sherwood chart library. This 
is a collection of over 4,000 
arrangements for jazz band, 

big band, dance orchestras 
and theater orchestras.

The  "Little Big Band" 
has 10 musicians: two alto 
saxophonists, tenor saxo-
phonist, trombonist, trum-
peter, pianist, guitarist, bass 

guitarist, drummer and sing-
er. The band has held over 
55 recording sessions and 
then evolved into live enter-
tainment, playing engage-
ments in Michigan, Illinois 
and Wisconsin.

The band plays in many 
styles, such as latin, fox-
trot, samba, tango, cha-cha, 
mambo, begiune, classic 
jazz, waltz, bebop, pop rock 
and even some country. 

The next concert is a 
Woodstock tribute by the 
Magic Bus on July 5.

The chamber and the 
arts council expect a big at-
tendance.

by Karen Jack

Lowell’s own Torsten 
Boss, a 2009 Lowell High 
School graduate, was draft-
ed this past month in major 
league baseball.

Boss was selected in 
the eighth round of the 
2012 Major League Base-
ball first-year player draft 

Rhythm Section 
Jazz Band - cool mu-
sic on a hot evening.

Lowell grad drafted to play for the Baltimore Orioles
by the Baltimore Orioles, 
being the 252nd person se-
lected. He’s been playing 
as Michigan State Univer-
sity’s (MSU) third baseman 
for the past three years and 
now can boast that he’s the 
highest drafted Spartan in 
the past ten years. He’s also 

the highest ranked third 
baseman to be drafted since 
Steve Garvey in 1968.

Boss is also the first 
Spartan third baseman ever 
to earn the honor of All-Big 
Ten three times. He was All-
Big Ten his freshman, soph-

omore and junior years at 
MSU.

In 2010, he was chosen 
All-Big Ten second team as 
a true freshman. He boast-
ed a .341 batting average 
and was ranked third on the 
team with six home runs, 
had 10 doubles, 56 hits and 
41 RBIs. In his game against 
West Virginia, he went 
4-for-6 with three RBIs.

As a sophomore at 
MSU, Boss was selected 
All-Big Ten first team and 
was a starter in all 57 of 
the Spartans’ games. He is 
also ranked among the top 
10 leaders of the Big Ten in 
several different categories: 
first in sacrifice flies (eight) 

Torsten Boss

and second at OPS (1.029), 
slugging (.589) and RBIs 
(59). Boss is tied for second 

Torsten Boss, 
continued, page 3
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Submitted by Carol Briggs

There is much histo-
ry surrounding the Low-
ell Showboat. It has been 
a community icon for 80 

years and a labor of love 
since it began. In 1932, the 
community decided to build 
a showboat and invite enter-
tainers to perform as a way 
to help people smile again, 
as they struggled and lost 
hope during the depression 
years. 

With the establishment 
of the Lowell Showboat, 
the community once again 
had something to look for-
ward to as news traveled 
about the erecting of a float-
ing structure on the Flat 
River in Lowell. After the 
showboat’s completion, the 
excitement grew as the re-
ports began coming in about 

Here comes the showboat!

ANNUAL COVERED BRIDGE BIKE TOUR
The Fallasburg Historical Society’s 18th annual Cov-

ered Bridge Bike Tour will be held Sun., July 8. Pedal 
through the beautiful countryside at your own pace on well-
marked routes from 12 to 100 miles that begin and end in the 
historic village of Fallasburg, north of Lowell. All proceeds 
benefit the continued preservation of historic Fallasburg Vil-
lage. For more information or to volunteer call  616-682-
0785 or e-mail fallasburg@yahoo.com

SENIOR EXERCISE CLASS
Grant funded exercise class for seniors. 12 weeks be-

ginning July 9. Mondays and Fridays, 11-noon. Call 855-
9570 for details.

LHS ALL ALUMNI GATHERING
All Lowell High School graduates are invited to the 

annual Lowell High School All Alumni Gathering to be 
held on Sat., July 14, from 9 am to 11:30 am for brunch at 
Keiser’s Kitchen. For information, e-mail: lowellalumni@
gmail.com

CIVIL WAR ERA YOUTH WORKSHOP
The Lowell Area Historical Museum will present an-

other hands-on children’s workshop, Thurs., July 19, from 
9 am - 2 pm. Join us at Fallasburg Park Village (old school-
house) with Civil War re-enactor Bruce Butgereit. This 
youth workshop is designed for children ages 8 to 14. Call 
897-7688 to register.

FELTING CLASS AT LOWELLARTS!
Artist Cindy  Allen will teach a felting class at Lowel-

lArts!, 149 S. Hudson, Tues., July 24, from 6 to 8 pm. You 
will learn to wet felt fabric from fiber. After brief instruc-
tion, the class will be primarily hands-on. For more infor-
mation, call 897-8545 or visit www.lowellartsmi.org

headliners who had agreed 
to perform. Endmen, ama-
teur entertainers from the 
community and a volunteer 

Showboat chorus rounded 
out the program to be of-
fered.

The anticipation rose 
as the days drew nearer for 
that first performance on the 
newly-built showboat. The 
townspeople and surround-
ing community would often 
use the upcoming minstrel 
show as the topic of their 
daily conversations as they 
gathered to meet. The very 
first Lowell Showboat per-
formance was such a suc-
cess. The Village of Low-
ell repeated its efforts every 
summer for many, many 
years, well after it officially 

changed from a village to a 
city.

Although the cost of in-
surance, headliner entertain-

ment and boat upkeep have 
prevented this outdoor tra-
dition from continuing, the 
community keeps the Rob-
ert E. Lee as a fond mem-
ory of summer activities of 
years past. There have been 
celebrations on the boat, 
weddings and graduations 
on the boat, as well as sum-
mer concerts, with the boat 
as the iconic backdrop it 
continues to be for the city.

This summer, the 
Showboat tradition will cel-
ebrate its 80th year with a 
“Birthday Bash” on August 
23 during the Sizzlin’ Sum-

mer concert event, held at 
the showboat site.  

Along with Alive and 
Well, one of the area’s fa-
vorite groups, Tess Reagan 
will return to the stage as our 
amateur talent. There will be 
endmen fun and a Showboat 
sing-a-long of favorite cho-
rus tunes used at the annual 
summer performances. This 

special evening will begin 
at 7:00 pm and conclude 
around 9:15 pm with a daz-
zling ending. In case of rain, 
this event will take place 
Friday, Aug. 24.

Many of those who 
made Showboat a success 

will be recognized during 
the Birthday Bash. If you 
were part of the boat crew, 
set-up crew, clean-up crew, 
usher, Showboat commit-
tee member, a past chorus 
member, endman, Show-
boat queen or member of 
the queen’s court, you are 
invited to put this date on 
your calendar and be pub-

licly thanked for your part in 
continuing this community 
folklore tradition.

Come view a nostal-
gic Lowell Showboat slide 
show and a Showboat mem-
orabilia display, which will 
be provided during this cel-
ebration party. A special fea-
ture will be a community 

gift basket worth over $250 
for one lucky person. It will 
be filled with items and cou-
pons from our local busi-
nesses. The only way to win 
this raffle prize is to come 
on Aug. 23 and get a ticket.

An event this large will 
need volunteers helping 
pass out programs, distribut-
ing raffle tickets, and clean-

ing up the area following 
the event.  Please consider 
“coming aboard” to lend a 
hand in order to make this 
Birthday Bash a wonderful 
and exciting evening for all. 
To offer your help, please 
e-mail either info@lowell-
chamber.org or  cbriggs-
mail@gmail.com 

The first Lowell Showboat, circa 1932, at left and at right how it appeared 
in the 1940s.
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Saturday, Sept. 22, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm., rain or shine 
on the streets of downtown Alto - 10x10 space $30

For application call Linda 616-868-6036 
If leaving a message include correct spelling of your name 

and street address and one will be sent to you. 
Or you can request an application at Altocraftshow@aol.com

ARTS AND CRAFT VENDORS WANTED 
for the Alto Harvest Festival & Car Show

Brought to you by

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Live Music on the Flat River
On the Riverwalk  s  Historic Downtown Lowell

Live Music s Food & Spirits s Free Admission s Free Parking
NEED INFO?

www.lowellartsmi.org  or 616.897.8545
www.discoverlowell.org or 616.897.9161

July 12 

A blue-collar work ethic, big dreams, and a grassroots attitude 
has gained the Michigan based brother duo, The Bronk Brothers, 
respect in the Midwest music scene.  With over a decade of live 
performances, the act has shared the stage with more than 75 
national touring country artists. In 2008, the brother duo who 
describes their live show as a “Rockin’ Hillbilly Extravaganza,” 
earned a slot opening for Kenny Chesney in the national Next 
Big Star Contest.  The band is fronted by modern day honky-
tonkers, Heath Bronk and Brian Bronk. Heath is known for his 
impressive vocal range and remarkable guitar playing ability, 
while Brian is known for his rocking harmonica, powerful vocals, 
and crowd engaging stage energy. Th
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616-897-3456
On M-21, 5 Minutes 
East of Amway H.Q.

$4.75 BARGAIN TWILIGHT  
D A I LY  4 : 0 0 - 6 : 0 0  P M  

GQTI.com and on Facebook 

* excludes Digital 3D 

     3D THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 
(PG-13) $2.50 PREMIUM PER 3D TICKET  
WED 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:45
     THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN (PG-13)
WED 12:15, 3:15, 6:15, 9:15
     TED (R)
WED 11:30, 2:00, 4:40, 7:00, 9:20
     MAGIC MIKE (R)
WED 12:10, 2:30, 5:00, 7:20, 9:40
     BRAVE (PG)
WED 11:50, 2:10, 4:30, 6:50, 9:10
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • Bloomington, IL • statefarm.com®P097300

If you’re between jobs, in school, or 
starting your own business, don’t 
sweat it. I have plans from Assurant 
Health designed with your needs in 
mind. To find out more about short 
term, student or individual medical 
coverage, call me today.

See a local State Farm® agent for more details on coverage, costs, restrictions, and renewability. Assurant Health 
products are underwritten and issued by Time Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI, which is financially responsible 
for these products.  No member of the State Farm family of companies is financially responsible for these products. 
Assurant, Assurant Health and Time Insurance Company are not affiliates of State Farm.

Need
health 
insurance?

Deborah A Wilks, Agent
2050 W Main Street

Lowell, MI 49331
Bus: 616-897-9237

deborah.wilks.pwmq@statefarm.com

Deborah A Wilks, Agent
2050 W Main Street

Lowell, MI 49331
Bus: 616-897-9237

deborah.wilks.pwmq@statefarm.com

Esther Newell is turning 80!
Her birthday is July 13 and to honor her, 

we’re having a greeting card shower 
FOR THE ENTIRE MONTH! 

She loves gardening & feeding/watching birds. 

Please send birthday cards to: 
11515 Grand River Dr. SE • Lowell, MI 49331

Thank you for helping her have a fabulous birthday!

Mark Johnson, LUTCF
6095 28th Street
Grand Rapids

616-940-8181
mjohnso@fbinsmi.com

MarkJohnsonAgency.com

Your local agent insures your

in triples (five), is third for 
batting (.370) and is tied for 
fourth in total bases (129). 
He holds fifth place for on-
base percentage (.436), is 
tied for fifth for doubles 
(17) and is tied for seventh 
in home runs (seven) and 
walks (28). He led the Spar-
tan team with 19 multi-RBI 
games, hit .355 for the sea-
son, with five homers and 26 
RBIs. He was also named to 
the Big Ten all-tournament 
team, with an added note 
that he hit a grand slam 
against Ohio State.

As a junior, Boss bat-
ted .302, had five homers 
and 43 RBIs (team high 
and tied for 10th in the Big 
Ten). He held the Big Ten 
second place for walks with 
43 of them and was ranked 
10th in on-base percentage 
at .419. He was chosen third 
team All-Big Ten. Boss also 
had a 15-game hitting streak 
and reached base during 24 
straight games. Boss was 
named the Louisville Slug-

ger third team pre-season 
all-american this year as 
well.

Boss finished his career 
tied for sixth in MSU history 
in RBIs (143) and doubles 
with 40 of them.

In high school, Boss 
earned all-state honors as a 
sophomore, junior and se-
nior. He owns the Michigan 
high school record for most 
career triples with 28 and in 
his junior year, was named 
to the Dream Team after hit-

ting .567 with five homers 
and 32 RBIs in 60 at-bats. 
Boss holds school records in 
home runs, hits, extra base 
hits and runs scored.

True to Boss fashion, 
in his major league debut 
playing for the Aberdeen 
IronBirds, a short-season A 
team in the New York-Penn 
League, Boss went one-for-
three with a walk and had 
two homers in only his sec-
ond game as a major leagu-
er.

Torsten Boss, continued
•••

"A picture 
is not only a 
reflection of 

people. .  I t 's a 
reflection of 
compassion, 

love and 
memories of 

good t imes.. ."
~ Sandra Edwards

The recent heat wave sends hundreds of visitors to lakes and rivers seeking reprieve from the 90 
plus temperatures. Others, like Scott Kooistra and Jon Jacobs, at right, used water to power wash the 
surroundings of the Lowell Ledger office.

Beating the heat



page  4 wednesday • july • 4 • 2012

TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 897-9261

BILL WHEELER

MICHIGAN

103 Riverside Dr. 
Lowell, Michigan 

49331
616-897-7711

1

STORMZAND ASPHALT 
MAINTENANCE

Seal Coating with Sand
Hot Rubber Crack Repair
Cut & Replace Patching

Paving • Striping
Parking Lots & Driveways

Licensed & Insured
Serving West Michigan Since 1989

(616) 897-9872 Free Estimates

209 E. Main St.
Lowell, MI  49331

RICH CURTIS
(616) 897-5686

In-Home Appliance Repair

350 North Center Street
Lowell, Michigan
616-897-8473

www.laurelsofkent.com

• Rehab Services • Respite Stays 
• Long Term Care • Pallitive  Care

Able to admit 24/7

WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
Call today to reserve your space 

at our next free workshop. 

597 Ada Dr., Ste D, Ada
(Conveniently located next to The Schnitz)

business   
  directory

thelowellledger.com
Check us out online ...

Make us your homepage!

HEALTH
With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 

Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

health

tetanus

Christopher C. Godbold

financial
focus $

Terry Abel
6095 28th Street
Grand Rapids

616-940-8181
tabel@fbinsmi.com

TerryAbelAgency.com

Your local agent insures your

Once again, Indepen-
dence Day is here, bring-
ing fireworks and bar-
beques. Of course, the 4th 
of July is more than hoop-
la — it’s a time to reflect 
on the many freedoms we 
enjoy in this country. Yet, 
for many people, one im-
portant type of freedom 
— financial freedom — is 
still elusive. So you may 
want to use this holiday 
as an occasion to think of 
those steps you can take 
to eventually declare your 
own Financial Indepen-
dence Day.

Here are some moves 
that can help: 

•	 Create a strategy. 
Financial freedom doesn’t 
just happen — it takes 
planning, patience and 
perseverance. To work 
toward your financial in-
dependence, you’ll need 
to create a financial strat-
egy, in conjunction with 
your financial advisor, and 
stick to that strategy. Over 
time, you’ll need to make 
adjustments, but if your 
overall strategy is appro-
priate for your goals, time 
horizon and risk tolerance, 
it should help you get you 
to where you want to go.  

•	 Contribute as 
much as possible to your 
retirement plans. Each 

Work toward your own financial 
Independence Day

year, put in as much as you 
can afford to your 401(k) 
or similar employer-spon-
sored retirement plan, 
such as a 457(b) if you 
work for a state or local 
government or a 403(b) if 
you work for a school or 
other tax-exempt organi-
zation. These plans offer 
the potential for tax-de-
ferred earnings, so your 
retirement funds can grow 
faster than if they were 
placed in an investment 
on which you paid taxes 
every year. Also, if you’re 
eligible, try to “max out” 
on your IRA every year. 

•	 Maintain ade-
quate life insurance. If you 
have a family, you aren’t 
just thinking of your own 
financial independence — 
you have to think of theirs, 
too. And that’s why you 
need to maintain adequate 
life insurance, particular-
ly during the years when 
your children are growing 
up. But even after they’ve 
left the home, you may 
find that life insurance 
can be valuable in provid-
ing retirement funds for 
your spouse, should any-
thing happen to you. And 
if you have permanent life 
insurance, which contains 
an investment component, 
you can generally access 

the cash value, through 
policy loans or withdraw-
als, to help pay for your 
own retirement. 

•	 Protect yourself 
from long-term care costs. 
You may never need any 
type of long-term care, 
such as a stay in a nursing 
home or assistance from 
a home health aide, but 
if you do, the enormous 
costs can threaten your fi-
nancial independence — 
and possibly even put an 
economic strain on your 
spouse or grown children. 
After all, the national av-
erage rate for a private 
room in a nursing home 
is more than $87,000 per 
year, according to the 2011 
MetLife Market Survey of 
Nursing Home, Assisted 
Living, Adult Day Servic-
es, and Home Care Costs. 
And the national hourly 
rate for home health aides 
is $21, according to the 
same survey. Medicare 
typically pays very little 
of these costs, which puts 
the burden on you. Fortu-
nately, some investment 
vehicles can help you deal 
with long-term care ex-
penses. Consult with your 
financial advisor to deter-
mine which of these ve-
hicles may be appropriate 
for your needs. 

A national holiday 
won’t be declared when 
you achieve your finan-
cial independence — but, 
for you, it will be a time 
well worth celebrating. So 
do what it takes to work 
toward the arrival of that 
happy day. 

Tetanus is a bacterial 
infection that causes seri-
ous nervous system prob-

lems. Many people think 
of “lock jaw” when they 
hear of tetanus. This is 

because it causes painful 
stiffening and spasms of 
the neck and jaw. This can 
ultimately result in diffi-
culty with swallowing and 
breathing leading to death.

Tetanus is caused by 
bacteria clostridium tetani 
which is found in soil and 
dust. Spores of the bacte-
ria can produce a potent 
toxin which impairs motor 
neurons in the body. This 
is what causes the above 
symptoms.

Penetrating injuries 
increase the risk of this, as 
they deposit bacteria deep 
into a wound.

Once the illness de-
velops, there is no cure. 
This is why we receive 
tetanus immunizations. 
This should be received 
every 10 years or be re-ad-
ministered if a penetrating 
injury occurs five years 
after your last immuniza-
tion.
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By Joanna Barr

viewpoint

outdoors
Dave Stegehuisbows and arrows

off the cuff
Jeanne Boss

to the	 editor

Dear Editor,
I noticed the article 

on WaterWalk in the Low-
ell Ledger. A Michigan 
area movie about Michigan 
people doing great things 
sounded promising.

So on Father’s Day, we 
went to the exclusive show-
ing. We left the true heat and 

humidity of a true Michigan 
afternoon and entered the 
theater. What a wonderful 
movie! Beautiful scenery, 
genuine people and their 
stories. A true local treat. So 
glad Lowell had the privi-
lege to host it and we had 
the opportunity to see it here 

135 years ago
Lowell Journal           

July 4, 1877
The JOURNAL is twelve years old. It enjoys 

pretty good health now-a-days. And sincerely “hopes 
that these few lines will find you enjoying the same 
blessing.”   

Wool thieves - Sunday night some thieves stole 
over 100 pounds of wool from the barn of H. G. Holt 
of Cascade. H. G. went to Grand Rapids Monday 
morning, got the sheriff on track, found the wool at 
Noble’s and the sheriff soon discovered and arrested 
the men who stole it. Look out for wool thieves.

Hundreds of people, pinched and groaning under 
the pressure of  “hard times,” managed to see 
Barnum’s circus and all the side shows. They are home 
again now asking credit at the stores and how soon 
another show is coming. The Post says 15,000 people 
attended Barnum’s show at Grand Rapids. That show 
took heaps of money out of this state.

Gambee’s steamboat is completed and a beauty 
it is. It first traversed the waters of Grand river last 
Saturday. On Sunday, it made a trip to Saranac with 
over 175 persons on board. It is well built and can 
carry all that can crowd on. The excursion to Grand 
Rapids this morning will be a highly enjoyable one.

    

100 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

July 4, 1912
Chicago is gaining the title of “Port of Missing Girls,” 

on account of the wholesale disappearance of young 
girls in that city. Unescorted girls have been picked 
up on the streets of that Bedlam, whisked away in an 
automobile and never heard from again, presumably 
victims of the white slave traffic. Country and village 
girls, seeking employment in the great cities, should 
be informed of the great risk they run. “Taking life in the 

hand” is not a circumstance to the fate of Chicago’s 
“missing girls.”

“The presence of the Flimdings lends considerable 
tone to our neighborhood.” “Stylish, eh?” “Well, not 
exactly. One of the daughters is taking singing lessons, 
the oldest boy practices several hours every day on the 
trombone and the Flimding twins are always crying.”

Many of our citizens are helping toward a more 
beautiful Lowell by beautifying their own premises. 
A little paint judiciously applied works wonders and 
converts many a dingy looking house into an attractive 
home.

We hope that Fourth celebrators among LEDGER 
readers will not have the sort of “good time” that wakes 
up with a head ache next morning.

75 years ago
The Lowell Ledger and Alto Solo

July 8, 1937
There are some stunts of which people never grow 

tired and one of them is the balloon ascension and 
parachute drop. Perhaps this is because dare-devils 
like to risk their lives in return for the plaudits of the 
throng and the throng naturally wants to be on hand 
to see the spectacle and in case the worst should 
happen. Last Saturday evening the usual big crowd 
gathered at the Recreation Park to see the weekly 
balloon ascension and parachute drop and it proved 
to be another case of the parachute jumper escaping 
death by the matter of a few seconds of time. The big 
balloon was heavy with water from the rain which fell 
about supper time and as a consequence ascended 
slowly and then seemed to hang in the air just a few 
hundred feet above the earth. The jumper leaped 
with his parachute which did not open until within 
approximately 100 feet from the earth, but just in time 
to enable him to land without being crushed to death. 
Balloon ascensions are scheduled for every Saturday 
evening this month, so plan to be on hand at 7:30.

Winsome quadruplets:  Edna A., Wilma B., Sarah C. 
and Helen D. Morlok to star again in Lowell Showboat. 
They have joyfully promised Captain C. H. Runciman 
that they are coming again this year and will have 
bright, new songs, laughable jokes and gay dancing 
steps. These winsome ladies are now seven, “going 
on eight” and all will want to see the change which a 
year’s time has wrought in their development.

Ward and Eldridge, the young men arrested for 
robbing and burning the Fallas house at Fallasburg, 
were each sentenced to four years' imprisonment at 
Jackson prison.

Farmers in this vicinity had better be on the watch 
for their poultry as a red fox was seen taking a chicken 
from W. V. Burras’ poultry yard Sunday morning. A den 
of foxes is located in Arthur Green’s woods.

    

enjoyed the father's day film

in the town that is home to 
the Flat and Grand River. It 
is a canoeist’s haven. I en-
courage you to try to see the 

movie in the fall if it comes 
on again.

Heather Dilly
Lowell

Dear Editor,
An article in the Lowell 

Ledger stated that Vergennes 
Township will be holding a 
public hearing on their up-
dated master plan on July 9. 
Part of the hearing will be a 

proposal to place a gas sta-
tion, convenience store and 
restaurant with drive-thru on 
the southeast corner of Ver-
gennes St. and Lincoln Lake 
Ave. It had been questioned 
if there has been a dialogue 

between the city, the town-
ship and the airport board 
pertaining to the proposal. 
Dialogue or no dialogue, I 
for one, consider that inter-
section an ideal spot for that 
type of endeavor and devel-
oping that intersection will 
benefit Vergennes Township 
immensely.

I wish Vergennes Town-
ship the best whatever their 
decision is. But the decision 
should be theirs and theirs 
alone.

Recently signs have 
materialized saying, “We 

support the workers of the 
Lowell Light and Power 
and the City of Lowell.” 
The city already supports a 
unionized police department 
and I believe the workers of 
the Lowell Light and Power 
and the Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW) deserve 
the same. Benefits and job 
security should be the same 
for all departments and that 
includes the police depart-
ment.

Sincerely,
Jim Howard

Lowell

reader looks for continuity

Archery has played a 
variety of significant rolls 
in the annals of human his-
tory since ancient times. 
Bows were used as a major 
weapon of war until not that 
long ago. Hunters and gath-
erers found the bow an ef-
fective tool for harvesting 
wild game. Archery has of-
ten been included in folklore 
— think of William Tell and 
Robin Hood.

Archery and the skills 
required to shoot bows ac-
curately have been passed 
down through generations, 
and today many people en-
joy archery as a shooting 
sport. Archery has taken its 
place as an Olympic sport.

The popularity of ar-
chery comes and goes but 
never disappears. In the 
middle of the last century, 
Michigan’s Fred Bear popu-
larized hunting with a bow 
and arrow. The number of 
hunters who took up archery 
was small at first and then 
increased quickly to even-
tually include a substantial 
part of the hunting commu-
nity.

As grade school kids, 
my friends and I made bows 
from tree limbs. Later, I was 
able to purchase store bought 
equipment. Bows evolved 
from wooden straight limb 

Outdoors, continued, 
page 7

So, another Fourth of 
July looms ahead. A sum-
mer holiday that has always 
promised a summer beach 
day filled with family get-
togethers, picnics and a spe-
cial evening of celebratory 
fireworks.

Deep down we were 
proudly aware that the 
booming and crashing light 
displays were mere rep-
resentations of war. They 
were to remind us of the day 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence was signed and that 
brave men and women had 
endured real bombs to deliv-
er our hard-fought freedom.

The anticipation of a 
special night filled with 
spectacular shows of aerial 
pyrotechnics was the true 
fun of the evening. Some-
thing special. Something 
different. A night when the 
cacophony of shells burst-
ing and crackling combined 
with the cheers from the 
crowd.

It was unique. Down on 
the ground, kids would try 
to spell out their names with 
the lighted end of a sparkler 
and usually only accomplish 
sweeping circles of light.

Every child remem-
bers being cautioned not to 
run with those sparklers, to 
drop them in the bucket and 
"watch where you step."

Well, have no fear. 
We never have to wait for 
that special day again. We 
can have it every gall-darn 
night. Nonstop. Yes, gun 
powdered, off-the-ground, 
popping, exploding devices 
are now legal in Michigan. 
Rip Van Winkle could wake 
up any day of the week and 
be convinced it was Inde-
pendence Day.

Oh, you've always had 
kids (and overgrown ado-
lescents) buying them ille-
gally and setting them off 

Off The Cuff, 
continued, page 7

Looking Back, continued, 
page 11
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At a recent District 
IV Michigan Garden Club 
meeting, three members 
of the Lowell Showboat 
Garden Club were hon-
ored with life memberships 
to the Michigan Garden 
Club. Delores Garbrion, 
Mary Richard and Donna 
Jean Ford have been active 
members holding a vari-
ety of positions within the 
Lowell Showboat Garden 
Club for many years, help-
ing to beautify the Lowell 
Area.

The Lowell Showboat 
Garden Club maintains the 
garden at the entrance to the 
Lowell Airport, the vegeta-
ble garden at Lowell Senior 
Neighbors/Gilda’s Club 
and are also responsible for 
the baskets decorating the 
Showboat and the planters 
along the Riverwalk.

The District IV spring 
meeting of the Michigan Garden Club was held in Greenville on May 14 and hosted by the Belding Gardeners, Green-
ville Garden Club and the Lowell  Showboat Garden Club.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
(Assembly of God)

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery
Robert Holmes, Pastor

SUNDAYS:
Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m.

“The Source” Youth: 7:00 p.m.

2275 West Main Street  • 897-7168
Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org

Rev. Jon Pickens
Rev. W. Lee Taylor & Pastor Phil Severn
Sun. Worship Service..........................9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Sunday School Hour/ABF’s...................................11:00 A.M.
AWANA 6-8/Youth Ministry............................Wed. 6:15 P.M.

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell

9:45 A.M. .....................Sunday School
10:30 A.M............................Fellowship
11:00 A.M.................................Worship

Nursery & Children 
Worship Programs Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service..............Sunday -10:00 A.M.
(Nursery available)

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Rod Galindo
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship................10:00 A. M.
Sunday School....................11:20 A.M.
Evening Worship...................6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

402 Amity St. • 897-9820
www.stmary-lowell.com

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 10:00 AM
Saturday confessions: 3-4:30 PM

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:00 AM - 8 PM
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS - CALL PETE WIGGINS  897-7915

SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 393, EWTN FOR 24 HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING

201 N. Washington
Lowell, MI • 897-8800

Pastor Wes Hershberger
Sundays - Christian Education.........9:15 a.m.
Celebration.....................................10:40 a.m.
 Wednesdays - Kid’s Service, Teen’s Service, 
Adult Bible Study..............................7:00 p.m.

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

621 E. Main Street • 897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

MAY 27 - JULY 8 -
Summer Worship....................9:30 a.m.
JULY 15 -  AUGUST 26 -
Summer Worship @ the Riverwalk . 9:30a.m.

Rev. Rick Blunt

Barrier-free entrance

happy 
birthday!

churchesarea

weddings

8 Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults
8 Immediate Emergency Treatment
8 Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening
8 Preventive Care
8 Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired
8 Dentures (Same Day Repair)
8 Implants
8 Insurance Plans Accepted

“Gentle & Painless 
Dentistry Is Our Goal”

Accepting 
New 

Patients

Hours:
Monday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday..........9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday............8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Family Dentistry Since 1994

Judd T. Carroll D.M.D.
103 East Main • Lowell, Michigan

(616) 897-7595
www.juddcarrolldentistry.com

A-1 MOBILE ROOF-OVER SYSTEM
Michigan’s Oldest and Finest

Roof Replacement System
FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-872-2089

12x60
$3280

14x70
$3980

Conserves Energy • Made in Michigan

Installed

www.mobilehomeroofsmi.com

BIRD BERRY FARM
BLUEBERRIES

5256 Belding Road • Belding
616.794.5041

Monday - Friday, 8aM - 7pM; 
Saturday 8aM - 4 pM; CloSed Sunday

Sometimes we close for ripening.
Call before to make sure we are open!

•••
Rudeness is the weak 

man's imitation of 
strength.

~ Er ic Hoffer (1902 -  1983)

Garden club members honored

Pictured, left to right: Donna Jean Ford, Mary Richard, Delores Gabrion 
and the president of the Lowell Showboat Garden Club, Betty Deans.

JULY 4
Anne Armstrong, Barb  
Austin, Zachary Rhodes, 
Tara Sherman, Dan 
DeHaan.

JULY 5 
Dave Burdette, Jacob 
Hiskey, Randi Ellis, Phyllis 
Condon, Brennan Page, 
Devinne Ossewaarde, 
Bob Canfield, Dee Doyle, 
Junie Hoag, Kylei Mae 
Nearing.

JULY 6
Marty DeYoung, Jason 
Barber, Amy Stencel, 
Darrel Hesche, Chris 
Page, Ed Walling, Jan 
Bieri.

JULY 7
Phil VanLaan, Elizabeth 
Gerard, Tim Tulppo, Zach 
Meiste, Wayne Racine, 
Brice Wingerter.

JULY 8
Jason White, Tony 
Stencel, Ryan Vashaw, 
Jessica Tulppo, Marilyn 
Venneman.

JULY 9
Elaine Haines, Leo Pfaller.

JULY 10
Pete VanLaan, Austin 
Bieri, Carter Peel, Kelly 
Landman.

The Kent County Youth 
Fair is inviting youth orient-
ed nonprofits to join them 
as their guests at the Kent 
County Youth fairgrounds in 

Youth fair to showcase nonprofits 
on community day at the 2012 fair

Lowell on Wednesday, Aug. 
8, from 10 am to 5 pm, for 
our first nonprofit showcase. 

“We will provide space 
under our community tent 

[and] a table and chairs 
for our guests. There is 
no charge to be part of the 
showcase,” said fair manag-
er Jessica Marks.

To register, visit www.
kcfg.org, then click the reg-
istration button. Space is 
limited so make sure to ap-
ply soon.

Black & White and Color
Quick Service, Great Quality

105 N. Broadway, Lowell • 897-9261

COPY SERVICE
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bows to laminated re-curve 
limbs, to compound tech-
nology. Apparently technol-
ogy and attitudes have come 
full circle because the tradi-
tional straight bow is regain-
ing popularity with hunters 
and shooters.

There has been a spike 
in the popularity of archery 
in the last several months. 
By plan or coincidence, the 
heroes and heroines of sev-
eral recent very popular 
movies have used the bow 
as their weapon of choice 
in the story line. Archery 
ranges have now become 
popular destinations. My 
11-year-old granddaughter 
began shooting her bow sev-
eral years ago before it was 
cool. Now the sport has nev-
er been more popular and 
many new archers are young 
girls. Hopefully she and her 

peers will be encouraged to 
continue enjoying archery 
as a physically and mentally 
challenging sport.

People who are con-
cerned about wildlife and 
habitat hope that some of the 
new archers will transfer the 
skills they developed to the 
hunting lifestyle. Hunters 
are needed to provide fund-
ing and awareness in order 
to protect our wildlife popu-
lations.

If you never considered 
archery as recreational pas-
time or hunting style, now 
may be the time to take ad-
vantage of the enthusiasm 
and broaden your experi-
ence by finding a new in-
terest to boost your quality 
of life. Age is not a factor, 
and there are some excellent 
handicapped archers. Every-
one can make a bulls-eye.

Sen. Carl Levin

Progress for students, 
transportation 
and homeowners

Deer Run Golf Club, 
Woody’s Family & Friends

Invite you to 
Golf with “WOODY” 

for the day!

We were not going to do a 
second outing! BUT 

someone else had other plans! 
Come to the outing or dinner 
to hear this amazing story!

August 11, 2012
8:00 am Registration

9:00 am Shotgun

At DEER RUN 
GOLF COURSE

13955 Cascade Rd., Lowell
4 PERSON SCRAMBLE

$60 Player/$240 Team
Included will be 18 holes of golf w/

cart, hot dog lunch at the turn, contest 
holes, raffle prizes & buffet dinner and 
A FANTASTIC TIME FOR ALL!
Even if you don’t golf, you can 

purchase a dinner for 
$15 and/or be a sponsor!

JOIN US

for a fundraiser being held 

IN MEMORY OF JIM WOOD 

to assist students at 

Lowell Area Schools

Gold
Silver
Bronze
Eagle Donor
4-Person Team
Dinner Only

Limited to 144 golfers

Don’t wait - sign up TODAY!

Name __________________________
address ________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
PhoNe __________________________
e-mail __________________________
Player 2 ________________________
Player 3 ________________________
Player 4 ________________________

Checks Payable to Deer Run Golf Club

Send Registration/Sponsorship Form to:
Deer Run Golf Club

13955 Cascade Rd. SE
Lowell, MI 49331

REGISTRATION FORM

REMINDER NOTICE
REGISTRATION DEADLINE
FOR THE PRESIDENTIAL 

PRIMARY ELECTION 
TO BE HELD ON AUGUST 7, 2012

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT ANY QUALIFIED ELECTOR 
OF BOWNE TOWNSHIP, LOWELL TOWNSHIP, VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP AND THE CITY OF LOWELL, WHO IS NOT 
ALREADY REGISTERED, MAY REGISTER TO VOTE AT THE 
CITY OR TOWNSHIP OFFICES, AT ANY SECRETARY OF STATE 
BRANCH OFFICE, OR OTHER DESIGNATED PLACES FOR 
THE PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION TO BE HELD ON 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2012

THE LAST DAY FOR RECEIVING REGISTRATIONS WILL BE 
MONDAY, JULY 9, 2012

QUALIFICATIONS TO REGISTER TO VOTE:
	 •	 CITIZEN	OF	THE	UNITED	STATES
	 •	 AT	LEAST	18	YEARS	OF	AGE	ON	
  OR BEFORE AUGUST 7, 2012

 Sandra Kowalczyk Betty Morlock 
 Bowne Township Clerk Lowell City Clerk 
 (616) 868-6846 (616) 897-8457 
 9am to 12pm 8am to 5pm 
   
 Linda S. Regan  Mari Stone
 Lowell Township Clerk Vergennes Township
 (616) 897-7600  (616) 897-5671
 9am to 5pm 9am to 3pm     

Outdoors, continued

Off The Cuff, continued
around the fourth. They oc-
casionally blow their fingers 
or hands off and that fact 
has always served as a not-
so-gentle reminder of what 
'not' to do.

But now, every day 
and night we are assaulted 
by what sounds like small 
neighborhood wars break-
ing out.

Several cities are hur-
rying to adopt ordinances 
to try and save what little 
peace is left. But, seriously? 
Some of the solutions ban 
certain hours, for instance, 
between 11:30 pm and 7 am. 
Really? What happened to 
that freedom we were fight-
ing for?   It's almost impos-

sible to relax outdoors on a 
warm evening.

Once the emergency 
room visits start to accumu-
late, maybe it won't seem as 
fun. I heard a ridiculous re-
sponse to this point on a lo-
cal TV news’ segment a few 
nights ago.

Apparently, accord-
ing to their findings, there 
were many, many more in-
cidences of reported E.R. 
visits by victims of sparkler 
accidents than aerial   pyro-
technics. Duh? Number one, 
they have only recently been 
legal, so the comparison is 
flawed, and number two, 
100 sparkler burns don't 

even come close to a blown 
off digit in comparison.

We have an incredibly 
beautiful and unique state. 
It makes no sense to ugly it 
up with this noise pollution. 
We have mufflers on our 
cars, barking dog ordinanc-
es and people can't stand on 
your property and scream 
at you. Matter of fact, you 
can't even play music, of all 
things, too loudly.

Why? Why are we all 
rolling over on this? I find it 
hard to believe that the few 
pennies procured are go-
ing to assist our great state 
in pulling out of its finan-
cial doldrums. What tour-

ist wants to come here to 
relax in our beautiful water 
wonderland to be blasted 
out of their lawn chair mid-
snooze?

Having said that, have 
a happy Fourth of July, try 
to keep your appendages at-
tached to your person and I 
hope eventually, the new-
ness will wear off and you 
find some peace and quiet.

Before the July 4th hol-
iday, the Senate took sev-
eral important steps in three 
important policy areas to 
move our nation forward. 
Our last action before the 
holiday was to pass a single 
bill that prevented a pend-
ing student-loan interest rate 
hike that would have made 
college less affordable for 
American students and their 
families; made important 
investments in our roads, 
bridges and other transpor-
tation infrastructure; and 
reauthorizes the flood in-
surance program that pro-
vides security to millions of 
Americans.

The first item, the stu-
dent loan provisions, met a 
critical deadline. We avert-
ed a looming increase in 
student loan interest rates 
that would have taken ef-
fect July 1. That interest rate 
was scheduled to double, an 
increase that Americans al-
ready struggling to pay for 
higher education simply 
could not afford. Extending 
the current 3.4 percent in-
terest rate for another year 
lifts a significant burden, fi-
nancial and emotional, from 
students and their families 
who were looking to us for 
action.

We also approved a 
long-term reauthorization 
of our nation’s transporta-
tion programs that was long 
overdue.

Investing in transpor-
tation infrastructure creates 
jobs and improves our in-
ternational competitiveness.  
We create more than 35,000 
jobs for every $1 billion in 
federal funds we spend on 
transportation infrastruc-
ture. The bill will create or 
preserve an estimated three 
million jobs nationwide. In 
Michigan, the bill will pro-
vide more than $2 billion 
over the next two years for 
road projects, and anoth-
er $261 million over the 
next two years for Michi-
gan transit projects. Funding 
transportation infrastructure 
improvements at robust lev-
els is one of the most obvi-

ous things we can do to help 
boost the U.S. economy.

Of special importance 
to the Great Lakes region, 
the bill included a provi-
sion directing the Corps of 
Engineers to accelerate its 
feasibility study of prevent-
ing the transfer of invasive 
of aquatic invasive spe-
cies, such as the destructive 
Asian carp, between the ba-
sins of the Mississippi River 
and the Great Lakes. While 
the Corps is planning to pro-
duce an interim report at the 
end of 2013, this provision 
would require a full feasibil-
ity report that would also in-
clude a recommendation for 
implementing preventative 
measures. Accelerating this 
study will put us on a better 
track to protect our $7 bil-
lion Great Lakes fishery that 
supports thousands of jobs.

The conference agree-
ment includes a provision 
regarding harbor mainte-
nance that is based on an 
amendment to the Senate 
transportation bill. This is 
the first time we have ad-
dressed harbor maintenance 
in a transportation bill, and 
including this language will 
help elevate this important 
issue and strengthen mo-
mentum to use trust fund 
receipts for harbor mainte-
nance.

On the third important 
issue, the bill will provide 
some much needed equity 
to Michigan and other states 
through a five-year reau-
thorization of the National 
Flood Insurance Program.

Michigan residents 
have paid over six times 
more in premiums than they 
have received in payouts 
from the National Flood In-
surance Program.  

Levin, continued, 
page 11



page  8 wednesday • july • 4 • 2012

was to call within a week to 
tell us the results. 

After repeated phone 
calls to University of 
Michigan looking for the 
results she called back, the 
results were… inconclusive 

again. She recommended 
coming back and doing 
a biopsy while doing an 
ultrasound at the same time 
for a better sampling of 
the tumor. The following 
week, I was back and again 
left to wait another week 

During the next four weeks, in The Lowell Ledger 
and Buyers Guide, Pink Arrow Pride will highlight 

the stories of area cancer survivors. 
Each writer will convey, in their own words, 

their personal journey as they walk through the 
many phases of this disease toward health.

one morning with a small 
lump on my left arm near 
my shoulder. I didn’t really 
think too much of it. I was 
playing hockey at the time 
and it was very typical to 
get bumps and bruises that 
eventually went away. I was 
not too concerned about 
this lump until after about 
three weeks when the lump 
seemed to grow and also 
started to ache. I decided to 
go to a med station and get 
it checked out. The doctor 
thought it was lymphoma 
– a harmless fatty tumor - 

but thought I should see my 
primary doctor just in case. 
My primary doctor was 
booked for two months, 
but I begged and was able 
to get in with their nurse 
practitioner the same week. 
The nurse practitioner did 
not show much concern, 
but wanted me to do a 

A  C o m m u n i t y  F i g h t i n g  C a n c e r

I was just a normal 
healthy 26-year-old living 
in Grand Rapids. I lived 
in Lowell my whole life 
and moved to Grand 
Rapids when I was 19 after 
spending my freshman year 
of college at Ferris State 
University. I transferred to 
Grand Rapids Community 
College so I could work 
full-time as well as being 
a full-time student. After 
attending GRCC, I finished 
up my bachelor’s degree 
at Davenport University. 
I currently work for 

Crystal Flash Energy in 
logistics. I have been with 
the company 11 years and 
started working out of the 
Lowell office when I was 
16. I was transferred to the 
Grand Rapids corporate 
office during college, thus 
the move to GR.

I literally woke up 

“ I was just a normal 
healthy 26-year-old living 
in Grand Rapids.’’

MRI, ultrasound, and 
meet with a surgeon to 
discuss getting it removed. 
I was able to get in with a 
surgeon a week after my 
doctor's appointment and 
after his initial diagnosis, 
he was pretty confident it 
was lymphoma until we 
showed him the images 
from my MRI. The tone 
of the appointment took a 
drastic turn. He mentioned 
that he thought it might 
be sarcoma, a word I had 
never even heard in my life. 
I still wasn’t too concerned 
until about an hour after the 
appointment. The surgeon 
called me directly and 
said that there weren’t any 
doctors in Grand Rapids 
that could treat me and 
that I will have to go to 
the University of Michigan 
hospital for further testing. 
He also gave me his 
personal cell phone number 
if I had any more questions. 
The fact that a surgeon 
gave me his number was 
the point when I began to 
worry.

After two long weeks 
I was able to get into of 
U of M cancer center and 
meet with their Sarcoma 
Surgeon. She said the 
results of my MRI were 
still inconclusive and she 
wanted to do a biopsy. She 
wanted to do the biopsy 
that day to speed things 
along and we agreed. She 

for the results. Again after 
repeated phone calls to get 
answers, the surgeon called 
me and said “Jordan, I am 
sorry to call you with bad 
news, but you have Ewing’s 
sarcoma and we need you 

to come back this week and 
start chemotherapy.” I was 
floored. At this point I was 
prepared for the worst but 
still hoping for the best, but 
nothing could ever prepare 
you for ‘THE CALL.’ I 
was upset but after a couple 

hours I decided I was ready 
to take this head on. 

That same week we 
were back to U of M to meet 
my oncologist, learn about 
my cancer and to plan out 
my chemotherapy regimen. 
My oncologist mentioned 
that it was a pretty grueling 
regimen consisting of 14 
chemo cycles, surgery and 
possibly radiation. At this 
appointment we learned 
how rare this type of cancer 
was. Only 400 people get 
it in the United States a 
year and 99 percent of the 
time, it happens in children 
under the age of 18. We 
also found out there were 
only nine hospitals in 
the United States that are 
specialists with Sarcoma 
and fortunately U of M was 
one of them. I was to do six 
chemo cycles,  then surgery 
and then finish the last eight 
cycles. I had two separate 
chemo types of cycles. The 
first type is when I would 
go to Ann Arbor for one 
day and I am hooked up to 
a portable pump that I take 
back home with me and am 
slowly and continuously 
infused over 72 hours. The 
other type of cycle was 
quite grueling. I had to be 
in Ann Arbor for five days 
straight, getting infused for 
eight hours a day. I had no 
idea what to expect, but I 

Lori Fox
When my husband 

and I moved into our 
house two and a half years 
ago, in Lowell, we never 
anticipated nor realized 
how much the community 
would mean to us.

Jake and I were 
married on August 15, 
2009, on the shore of Lake 
Michigan. The weather 
cooperated and our family 
and closest friends were 
there to celebrate with us. 
It was a perfect day and by 
far the happiest day of my 
entire life.

It was about three 
weeks later that we found 
the house we both wanted. 
We chose the Lowell area 
because of the country 
appeal, yet it was still close 
enough to the city for our 
daily commute to work. 
The school district was also 
a deciding factor for the 
future kids that we want to 
have. 

We moved in that 
October and felt right at 
home. We loved everything 
about Lowell. We were 
welcomed by the neighbors 
who all became friends 
very quickly. We went 
into any of the businesses 
in town and walked out 
having made more friends. 
Driving through town, 
people are always waving 
whether they know you or 
not. This is something that 
Jake and I are both used to 
having grown up in small 
towns ourselves. 

That first year we 
missed the Pink Arrow 
game that we had heard 

so much about due to the 
fact that we moved into 
our house in October. 
We were disappointed to 
have missed it, but could 
not wait for the following 
year to participate with our 
community for such a great 
cause. 

Life in the Fox 
household and in Lowell 

was great. Our house 
became ours and we had no 
doubts that we had chosen 
the right one. Sadly in 
that first year we lost our 

chocolate lab, Morgan, 
so we got our German 
shepherd, Kloey. She 
quickly became our “kid” 
and is very aware that she 
has her Mom wrapped 
around her paw. 

In September of 
2010 we went to our 
first Pink Arrow game. 

be over with because I 
could not wait to go out to 
dinner that night. I went 
to the appointment by 
myself because we never 
anticipated that I would 
need someone there with 

me for support. I remember 
that entire afternoon, the 
hours spent at the hospital, 
the numerous pictures 
being taken, an ultrasound, 
speaking to different 
doctors, nurses and techs, 
but yet it seems like a blur. 
I was told by the radiologist 
that something suspicious 
had been found and due 
to the size and shape there 
was a very good chance 
that it was cancer. A biopsy 
was going to be scheduled 
as soon as possible. All I 
knew for sure was that it 
was the worst day of my 
life. I was in a state of 
shock and truly scared for 
my life.  

Jake and I went back 
to the hospital on August 
18th for my biopsy. The 
procedure did not take 
very long and really wasn’t 
very painful. After that, 
it was going to be the 
dreaded waiting game, 
so we decided to head to 
his family’s cottage at the 
lake to try to escape reality 

To be there and witness 
the entire community 
coming together to fight 
for this great cause was an 
unbelievable feeling. No 
words could ever express 
or explain how it feels. 
Both Jake and I have 
family or friends that have 
or did have cancer, so the 
game held a lot of meaning 
for us. We had no idea just 
how much the game the 
following year would relate 
to us personally.

August 10, 2011, I 
saw my doctor for my 
annual physical. I went 
there with no worries or 
concerns. I just wanted 
to have it done with so I 
could get something to eat 
after fasting for over twelve 
hours. I never imagined that 
something could possibly 
be wrong with me. I was 37 
years old and healthy with 
no real medical concerns 
or issues besides previous 
sport injuries. 

I left that appointment 
with mixed emotions.  My 
doctor had felt a fullness/
difference from my exam 
the previous year. She went 
with her gut instinct and 
decided to schedule me for 
a baseline mammogram 
as soon as possible. She 
reassured me that it was 
probably nothing but she 
needed to be sure.

My mammogram was 
scheduled for August 15, 
2011, our two year wedding 
anniversary. I was slightly 
annoyed and anxious 
for this appointment to 

for a few days. We spent 
time with some very close 
friends: he, a physician; 
and she, a survivor. A 
lot of time was spent 
talking amongst the four 
of us regarding statistics 

and how it was nearly 
impossible that I would 
have breast cancer, due to 
my age, medical history 
and health.  Each and every 
one of them tried to ease 
my mind and reassure me 
but in all reality I knew. 
I knew that I had breast 
cancer and that I was going 
to be in for the biggest fight 
of my life. Needless to say, 
it came as a shock when I 
announced this to all of 
them, except to her. She 
knew at that time that I had 
it as well, because she felt 
the same way before being 
diagnosed with breast 
cancer ten years earlier. A 
woman knows her body.

August 23rd I received 
the results that did not 
come as a surprise to me, 
but obviously not what my 
family and I wanted to hear. 
My biopsy showed that I 
had DCIS stage zero breast 
cancer.

Jordan Schaefer

“
’’

I was 37 years old 
and healthy with no real 
medical concerns ...

Jordan’s story, 
continued, next page

Lori’s story, 
continued, next page

Photos by Modern Photography
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A  C o m m u n i t y  F i g h t i n g  C a n c e r

LOWELL COMMUNITY WELLNESS
PINK ARROW HEALTH FAIR
TUESDAY, JULY 31 • 11:00 - 6:00 PM

Renee Grant
My name is Renee 

Grant and I’ve been a 
Lowell resident since 1997. 
This is my saga:

It started in 2007. I was 
an independent person and 
successful realtor, living 
a “normal” life with no 
history of health issues.  It 
all changed one day when 
I found a lump under my 
arm. I thought nothing of it 
– until I developed a fever. I 
ended up in the ER with an 
infection, for which I spent 
several days in the hospital. 
The lump wouldn’t go 

away. Three months of 
tests and a couple biopsies 
later, I was eventually 
diagnosed with Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, a cancer of the 
immune system cells in 
your blood system (called 
lymphocytes).  It was an 
easily resolvable cancer, I 
was told; 85 percent cure 
rate. I went through rounds 
of chemo and radiation and 
went on about my business. 

A follow up visit six 
months later revealed 
the cancer was back 

in my chest. Another 
biopsy indicated that the 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
had returned, but it was 
discovered I also had Non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma – 
(having two at the same 
time is called a composite 
cancer). My oncologist 
said I needed a stem cell 
transplant.  I started more 
chemo in the winter of 
2008; the transplant was 
performed in May 2009. 

The transplant would 
require I be hospitalized for 
three weeks and unable to 

work for a year afterward 
while my immune system 
recovered. Since I was an 
independent contractor 
and self-employed, I 
was not eligible for 
unemployment or any 
other kind of employer 
sponsored benefit. I was 
eligible for Social Security 
disability, but there was a 
six month waiting period 
for it to begin. The real 
estate market was tanking 
and so was my income 
and my health. My life 

insurance was cancelled 
for lack of payment. 
My finances crumbled. 
My career went with it. 
Medical bills skyrocketed.  
The collection calls started. 
It was a catastrophic, 
humbling, chain of events 
and I was sick. Suddenly, 
my life had devastating 
financial complications. I 
lost many things, except 
my drive to get up every 
day and be productive. 
Losing my hair seemed 
inconsequential now. Yet, I 
had to worry about paying 
the bills. 

Financially, I couldn’t 
have made it through the 
ensuing six months without 
the support from my 
friends, my family and Pink 
Arrow, who came to my 
rescue with contributions 
to get me through. My 
community was behind me. 

Fast forward to 2011- 
two years post-transplant. 
I think I’m getting back on 
my feet; still on disability, 
but working part time and 
doing odd jobs to pay off 
back debt. My two year 
check-up revealed the Non- 
Hodgkin’s had returned 
in my neck. Radiation 
treatments were prescribed 
and completed. 

The results were mixed. 
The radiation worked on 
my neck, but the cancer 
had spread elsewhere. 

I was now classified as 
stage III. Further treatment 
carried more risk than 
benefit, I was told, but it 
was difficult information 
to accept. I wanted to face 
this as I had the rest – treat 
it and move on.  I insisted 
on a low risk – non-chemo  
treatment that had few side 
effects. A post treatment 
scan revealed that it had 
not resolved the cancer, 
but something that looked 
like pneumonia turned 
up in my lungs and it was 
progressing. Two biopsies 
were required to determine 
that it was an inflammation 
which is currently being 
treated and improving. 

That’s five years, five 
cancer diagnoses, about 
45 rounds of radiation, 
seven biopsies, four series 
of chemo treatments, four 
rounds of Rituxan, a stem 
cell transplant, enough CT 
and PET scans to make me 
glow in the dark, endless 
doctor appointments and 
medical claims somewhere 
in the ballpark of $500,000 
(I’ve lost count.) But I’m 
lucky. My form of cancer 
is asymptomatic – no pain; 
few outward signs I have 
it. You probably wouldn’t 
know I have cancer if 
you saw me on the street. 
I wouldn’t know myself 
unless tests hadn’t revealed 
it. Yet, however obscure my 

cancer may be, the reality 
is that it is ongoing and 
so are my expenses. I will 
face it all with the same 
determination as I have 
over the past five years. 
I feel fortunate that my 
friends, my family and my 
community are there for 
me when I need them. I 
don’t quit; they don’t quit 
on me. I couldn’t have done 
it without them. So don’t 
give up on Pink Arrow. 
Cancer isn’t just a one-

person or one-time event. 
It does not discriminate, 
nor does it give advance 
warning. It changes your 
life forever.

Thank you for 
reading my story and 
your continued support of 
the Pink Arrow Project, 
helping people like me and 
others in your hometown 
on this journey every time 
you buy a Pink Arrow Pride 
t-shirt or contribute to this 
event.   

“ ’’
My community was 

behind me. 

Jordan’s story, continued

Lori’s story, continued

was anxious to get started 
and figure out what my life 
was going to be like for the 
next year. I wish I could 
say the chemo cycles were 
easy, but they weren’t. 
My new life consisted 
of vomiting, diarrhea, 
chemo brain, anxiety, bits 
of depression, fatigue, 
heartburn, hiccups that last 
for hours, and worst of all, 
mouth sores. I couldn’t 
eat, couldn’t drink and it 
felt like I was swallowing 
broken glass. Since I started 

chemotherapy I have lost 
almost 30 lbs. 

Despite all of these 
awful side effects I was 
determined to not let cancer 
control my life. Cancer was 
most certainly not who I 
am, but just something I 
had that I was going to beat. 
I tried my best to maintain a 
normal mid-20’s life. I still 
went out with friends, but 
ultimately learned my new 
life was pretty limiting. 
I also found it nearly 
impossible to stay at home 

all of the time. I still needed 
to have a life. I was able to 
go to work most days and 
was so blessed to work for 
such a great company that 
they also allowed me to 
work remotely from home, 
as well as, in Ann Arbor 
while I was getting my 
treatments. 

The first six chemo 
cycles went by fairly 
slowly; time goes by too 
slow on chemo. I made it 
to January and my surgery 
was scheduled for Jan. 24. 

The surgery was to consist 
of extracting the tumor 
from my arm that was 
growing out of my humerus 
bone and to remove the 
section of bone affected 
by the tumor.  A four-inch 
cadaver bone replaced the 
removed section. After 
six hours of surgery, my 
surgeon came out and told 
my family that it was a 
success. The tumor was 
95 percent dead when they 
removed it, meaning the 
tumor was dying because 

of the chemotherapy. The 
cadaver bone also worked 
out perfectly and was 
plated together with my 
existing humerus.

Where I am at today: I 
just finished my thirteenth 
cycle and I only have one 
more to go. I can’t wait to 
be done and get back to a 
normal life. I just want to 
wake up in the morning and 
feel good enough to get out 
of bed. I can’t wait to go 
for bike rides and hopefully 

someday get back to 
playing hockey again. I 
would say I have about 60-
70 percent of my movement 
back in my arm and will be 
starting physical therapy 
six months after my last 
chemo cycle, July 9 - July 
13. To stay updated with the 
latest news and information 
about my journey,

Please feel free to 
check out my cancer log: 
w w w. j o r d a n s c h a e f e r.
wordpress.com

 I hated making that 
call to Jake and my mom; 
it was one of the hardest 
things I have ever had 
to do. The anguish and 
devastation in their voices 
still brings tears to my 
eyes. But they were very 
strong, reassuring and had 
their gloves on ready to 
fight right along beside 
me. I asked my mom to 
please tell my dad, brother 
and sister, because at that 
point and time I just wasn’t 
strong enough mentally to 
tell anyone else.

  I called Gilda’s Club 
later in the day searching 
for help in order to come 
to terms with the diagnosis 
and to speak with others 
that were going through 
something similar. I found 
what I was looking for. 
Even though no one’s story 
is the same, we have all 

been affected by cancer. 
The love and support that I 
received from everyone at 
Gilda’s was truly amazing. 

We found the right 
medical team for us at 
Lack’s Cancer Center. My 
parents, Jake and I met 
with my entire medical 
team and came up with a 
plan. We chose to be very 
aggressive, proactive and 
preventive, so my bilateral 
mastectomy was scheduled 
for September 22.

Jake and I went to 
the Pink Arrow game the 
following Friday which 
was a week before my 
surgery.  Sitting in the 
stands and looking around 
seeing all the people in 
pink was incredible.  Every 
single person there was 
supporting and fighting a 
cause that I was now a part 
of. It made me feel loved 

by our entire community. 
It was also very comforting 
when my doctor from 
Lack’s was announced and 
she accepted an award on 
the field. That just solidified 
the fact that we had found 
the right team to fight with 
us.

My surgery went very 
well with no complications 
and I was home the 
following day. The results 
of the pathology report 
from the surgery did show 
an unexpected surprise. 
An additional tumor was 
found outside of the duct, 
making it stage one cancer. 
However, due to the small 
size, the aggressive action 
and clean margins, no 

chemo or radiation was 
necessary. I just needed 
time to heal, not only 
physically, but mentally as 
well. 

The next eight weeks 
were not easy but much 
easier physically than I had 
anticipated. I am very proud 
and relieved to say that I 
was able to fly to Florida 
two weeks to the day after 
my surgery in order to be 
the maid of honor in my 
sister’s wedding. Cancer 
was not going to stop me 
from being there for the 
most important day of my 
best friend’s life.   

Fast forwarding to 
where we are now, a little 
less than two months from 

the year anniversary of 
my diagnosis and life is 
great again! I had my final 
reconstruction surgery in 
April. I also had my first 
six month checkup and I 
passed with flying colors! 
I am taking the advice of 
one of my specialists and I 
am living life like it never 
happened. I will never 
forget it, but I am not going 
to let cancer dictate how I 
live my life. 

I am a wife, daughter, 
sister, bonus daughter, 
granddaughter, niece, 
cousin, friend and a mother 
of a German shepherd. You 
would never know that I 
once had breast cancer; 
people are often amazed 

when they find out. On the 
inside I am a very strong 
woman; I fight like a girl.

I want to thank my 
husband, Jake; my parents, 
Brian and Gayle;  sister, 
Kelli; brothers, Jeff and 
Ron; bonus parents, Ken 
and Helen; the rest of my 
family, my friends, Gilda’s 
Club, my teams at Lack’s 
and Partners in Plastic 
Surgery, all of the people 
that have been praying for 
me and the community of 
Lowell. Without all of your 
love and support, I would 
not be where I am today. It 
is because of all of you that 
I am a survivor and I am 
not afraid to tell my story. 



page  10 wednesday • july • 4 • 2012page  10

As residents and out-
of-state visitors prepare 
to camp, bike and hike 
throughout Michigan over 
the Fourth of July holiday, 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources officials 
warn that wildfire danger 

will vary greatly in different 
areas of the state and urge 
caution and common sense, 
accordingly, with fireworks 
and campfires.

Summer heat and in-
consistent rainfall in the past 
month have pushed parts 
of Michigan into emerg-
ing drought conditions in 
the south, while portions of 
the northern regions have 
received some beneficial 
moisture, temporarily mod-
erating what has already 
been a severe fire season.

DNR urges extra caution with campfires, fireworks
So far this year, the 

DNR has responded to 339 
fires that have burned a total 
of 23,122 acres, including 
the recent 21,069-acre Duck 
Lake Fire in the eastern Up-
per Peninsula.

“Anytime the weather is 
consistent-
ly hot and 
dry dur-
ing a holi-
day peri-
od, there 
is a po-
tential for 
wildfires,” 
said Bill 
O ’ N e i l l , 
a c t i n g 
chief of 
the DNR’s 
Forest Re-
s o u r c -
es Divi-
sion, in a 
press re-
lease from 
the DNR 
i s s u e d 
June 27. 

“With so many visitors in 
the woodlands and camp-
grounds, the chances of a 
wildfire igniting greatly in-
crease.”

Forecasts from the Na-
tional Weather Service back 
up the DNR’s concerns.

Although a slight cold 
front is expected to move 
through Thursday night 
into Friday morning, with a 
chance of storms, the cov-
erage and amounts will be 
limited. As of Wednesday, 
National Weather Service 

staff does not see a signifi-
cant chance of beneficial 
rains through the next 10 
days in Michigan.

O’Neill urged Michigan 
citizens and visitors to be 
extremely careful when han-
dling fireworks and outdoor 
fires. He offered the follow-
ing reminders:

•	 Remember that 
consumer fireworks that 
explode or fly into the air, 
when improperly used, are 
the cause of many wildfires 
each year. These types of 
fireworks can now be pur-
chased in Michigan.

•	
Be aware 
that fire-
w o r k s 
will eas-
ily ignite 
grass or 
w o o d e d 
areas and 
s h o u l d 
only be 
lit in ar-
eas free 
of vegeta-
tion.

•	
U n d e r -
stand that 
setting off 
fireworks 
on public 
p r o p e r -
ty is pro-
h i b i t e d 
w i t h o u t 
p r o p e r 
a u t h o r i -
zation.

•	 Keep campfires 
small and do not leave them 
unattended at any time, for 
any reason.

•	 Be certain all fires 
and grills are completely 
extinguished. Use plenty of 
water, stir and add more wa-
ter until everything is wet 
and no steam is produced.

•	 Turn over unburned 
pieces of wood left in a fire 
pit and wet the underside.

•	 Soak unburned 
pieces of charcoal in a buck-
et of water before disposing 
of them.

•	 Do not simply cov-

er a campfire with soil. This 
is an inadequate way to put 
a fire out, disguises the heat 
smoldering beneath and of-
ten becomes a hazard if 
someone accidentally step 
in the coals.

“We are heading into 
our toughest season, with 
prolonged periods of very 
warm to hot temperatures 
and minimal rainfall,” said 
O’Neill. “I am asking ev-
eryone who plans to be out-
doors enjoying our beauti-
ful state this summer to be 
vigilant about protecting it, 
too. Be smart, be safe and, 

please, be caretakers of 
Michigan’s outdoor spaces.”

Those interested in fol-
lowing the status of dry con-
ditions in Michigan and oth-
er parts of the country may 
check the National Drought 
Mitigation Center’s drought 
monitor website at http://
droughtmonitor.unl.edu/.

For more tips, guide-
lines and home-preparation 
suggestions for wildfire pre-
vention, visit the DNR’s 
website   www.michigan.
gov/preventwildfires. 

business
	 matters

Dr. Michael Flohr of 
Advanced Eyecare Profes-
sionals is pleased to an-
nounce the grand opening 
of the Blue Water Medical 
Center. Conveniently locat-
ed off Bluewater Highway, 
this newly remodeled facil-
ity offers over 6,000 square 
feet of state-of-the-art pa-
tient care. 

“I’ve always believed 
in staying at the forefront 
of diagnosis and treatment. 
This new facility exempli-
fies our commitment to pa-
tient care excellence,” says 
owner and ophthalmologist 
Michael Flohr. Opening on 
July 9, the new office will 
feature the latest diagnostic 

and treatment equipment for 
cataracts, glaucoma, macu-
lar degeneration and more. 
The office will also feature 
a total of five exam rooms: 
a private room for patient 
surgery consultations, a spe-
cialized contact lens center 
offering private insertion/
removal training, and an 
expanded optical center of-
fering over 600 frames and 
sunglasses.

“Our entire staff is 
thankful to the Ionia resi-
dents for supporting us and 
making this possible. We 
look forward to giving back 
to the community at our 
upcoming grand opening/
back-to-school event,” says 
practice administrator Steve 
Flohr.

To commemorate the 
grand opening of their new 
location, the public is invited 
to attend the back-to-school 
celebration at the Blue Wa-
ter Medical Center on Au-
gust 15 from 4 to 7 pm. The 
community can tour the new 
medical facility, receive 
prize giveaways and enjoy 
refreshments. Kids are also 
invited to come play in the 
bouncy castle and receive a 
free school supply grab bag.Dr. Michael Flohr

This time of year, we 
see many weddings, which 
often will mean name chang-
es. If you need to change 
your name due to marriage, 
divorce, or any other reason, 
you will want to report the 
change to Social Security. 

IRS and Social Securi-
ty match computer records. 
If the name and Social Se-
curity number you report 
on your tax return does not 
match the name and Social 
Security number in our re-
cords, it could delay the 
processing of your return as 
well as any tax refund you 
might be due. 

Keeping Social Secu-
rity records up-to-date is 
important because your po-
tential Social Security ben-
efits are based almost en-
tirely on the earnings record 
we maintain for you. If your 
employer reports earnings to 
the government under your 
new name, and your Social 
Security record still shows 
your old name, those earn-
ings may not get credited to 
your Social Security earn-
ings record.  Missing earn-
ings can lead to lower future 
Social Security benefits.

Report your name
 change to Social Security

To change your name 
in Social Security’s records, 
you must apply for a new 
Social Security card. To 
make the application pro-
cess faster and easier, just 
go to www.socialsecurity.
gov/ssnumber/ and print out 
the form for a Social Secu-
rity card, “Application Form 
SS-5.” That is also the form 
you need if you simply want 
to apply for a replacement 
card. The website and the 
application form both con-
tain a list of what evidence 

you will need to submit.
Complete the one-page 

form and bring or mail it to 
your local Social Security 
office with proper documen-
tation. All documents must 
be originals or certified cop-
ies and must have informa-
tion that clearly identifies 
you, like your date and place 
of birth. 

Vonda VanTil is the public af-
fairs specialist for West Michigan. 
You can write her c/o Social Secu-
rity Administration, 3045 Knapp St 
NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 or 
via email at vonda.vantil@ssa.gov  

www.
thelowell ledger.com

Letters To The Editor:
The Lowell Ledger welcomes your Letters to the Editor. 

Letters are required to bear the author’s signature, phone 
number and address (for verification purposes only, not for 
publication). Letters will be published at the discretion of the 
publisher . All letters are subject to editing for length and 
grammar. Thank you letters, advertising or personal attacks 
will not be printed.  

Letters may be submitted via email to: ledger@
lowellbuyersguide.com (“to the Editor” in subject line) 
or dropped off or mailed to: The Lowell Ledger, 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell, MI 49331. Also, our website, www.
lowellbuyersguide.com  has a link to submit  emails on the 
left side of the page.
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WE ACCEPT

Phone Orders 
Welcome

WE SHIP
UPS!

Our Prices Canʼt Be 
Beat!

Call Us for a Price 
Quote!

Weight & Zip Code 
Required 

for a Quote

The Lowell Ledger
105 N. Broadway, 897-9261

DOORS/GUTTERS

Family Dentistry of Lowell

147 North CeNter Street, LoweLL
www.FAMILYDeNtIStrYoFLoweLL.CoM

ANN wILSoN, D.D.S.  |  JeNNIFer BYrD, D.D.S.

At the Family Dentistry of Lowell you’re more 
than a patient. You’re part of my family. 

That’s why I want you to be comfortable.

Heated neck pillows. 
Natural lighting. 
The music you like.

I’ve been serving families like yours since 1991.

Aren’t you ready for a better dental experience?

DoesYour DeNtISt
CoMFortABLe?make You

Now ACCeptINg New pAtIeNtS – CALL: 616-897-4835  

Feel

Michael Curtis
1410 W. Main Street
Lowell

616-421-8505
mcurtis@fbinsmi.com

FarmBureauInsurance.com

Your local agent insures your

Rasch Farm Market
New Location!

2730 Alden Nash NE
(Between Witt’s Inn & 3 Mile)

Monday - Saturday 9-6 p.m.

Last Week Open
No Cherries or Peaches this year due to frost

We must correct this 
disparity, and the bill we 
passed takes some steps to 
do so in requiring premiums 
that reflect the true risk of 
flooding.

The conference report 
will end subsidies for “re-
petitive loss properties” that 
continue to be rebuilt in high 
risk areas.   It will also end 
subsidized rates for vacation 
homes and businesses locat-

Levin, continued
ed in high risk areas, many 
of which have received sub-
sidized rates for more than 
30 years.

Congress doesn’t al-
ways work as quickly or ef-
fectively as we’d like, but 
on this legislation, we have 
acted to protect college stu-
dents and their families from 
rising costs, made important 
investments in our transpor-
tation system, and continued 
protection from natural di-
sasters in a way that is more 
fair to Michigan.

college news

Jane McNaughton has 
graduated from Saint Mary's 
College in Notre Dame, 

IN. McNaughton, daughter 
of Elizabeth and Otto Mc-
Naughton, of Lowell, re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts in 
social work.

50 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

July 5, 1962
Tickets for the 1962 Lowell Showboat went on 

sale this week and 36,000 of them were printed on 
a Heidelberg press by Don MacNaughton, shop 
supervisor at the Lowell Ledger. MacNaughton, 48, 
who has been in the printing business since 1930, has 
served as printer to the Lowell Showboat ever since it 
started in the Depression days of 1932 and has printed 
all of the Showboat tickets for 30 of the Showboat’s 
31 years. In the first year, MacNaughton remembers, 
roll tickets were used to admit paying customers and 
only 25c was charged for the show. But things have 
changed now. Not only do the best seats in the house 
now cost as much as $2.20, but the ticket-printing 
process has grown much more difficult… And besides 
running off every one of the Showboat’s tickets, 
MacNaughton also does most of the job-work for the 
Lowell minstrel show, printing everything from ushers’ 
caps to the ribbons worn by the Showboat welcoming 
committees.

 

25 years ago
The Grand Valley Ledger

July 8, 1987
The 1987 wheat harvest in underway in Michigan 

and that means busy, busy times for the King Milling 

Co. Over the next two to three weeks, about 2.5 million 
bushels of wheat will be unloaded at King’s three 
unloading facilities. Bryan Doyle, a spokesman for the 
company says, “We hope to fill up, but last fall’s wet 
weather prohibited many farmers from getting their crop 
in.” Doyle says this year’s crop is very high in protein 
because of this season’s unusually wet weather. Most 
Lowellites can remember days when semis loaded 
with wheat clogged the city streets as they lined up 
waiting to unload. Due to increased capability, those 
days have gone by the wayside. Doyle says a 1,000 
bushel semi load can be unloaded every seven 
minutes at each of the mill’s three unloading facilities. 
“Even when the harvest is at its peak, the longest wait 
truckers have to endure is about one hour, compared 
to twelve hours in the old days,” Doyle said.

Looking Back, continued

•••

"Truth 
has no 
special 
t ime of 
i ts own. 
I ts hour 
is now - 
always."

~Albert 
Schweitzer 

At Your 
Local 

Library
Kent District Library programs at Englehardt Branch, 200 N. 

Monroe St. For additional information call 616-784-2007.

Corey Ruffin, Caricaturist
Learn the basics of cartooning and caricature from a 

nationally-recognized caricaturist. For teens grades 6-12. 
Tuesday, July 10, 1:00 pm.
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DeHAAN
Gertrude DeHaan, age 92 of Lowell, passed away 
Friday, June 29, 2012. She was preceded in death by 
her husband, John; son, Gordon; and grandson, Sidney 
Jr.  She is survived 
by her children, 
Joyce VanDyke, 
Harold DeHaan, 
Sidney (Elaine) 
DeHaan, Donald 
DeHaan; brother, 
Merle Pluger, 
s i s t e r s - i n - l a w , 
Willie Pluger and 
Grace Pluger; 19 
grandchildren; 39 
great grandchildren; 
and numerous 
great great-
grandchildren. Funeral service was held Monday, July 
2, 2012 11:00 a.m. at First United Methodist Church, 
621 E. Main Street, Lowell. Rev. Rick Blunt officiating. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Lowell Senior 
Neighbors, 314 S. Hudson Street, Lowell, MI 49331

HALBOTH
Charles Clark Halboth, age 55 of Alto, passed away 
quietly at home Monday, June 25, 2012. He was preceded 
in death by his mother, Helen Halboth and son, Robert 
Halboth. He is survived by his wife, Christine; sons, 
Joseph Halboth, 
Tim and Christopher 
Hansen; father, 
Robert Halboth; 
brother, Freemont 
(MaryAnn) Halboth; 
sister, MaryBeth 
(Reid) Schwartz, 
Victoria Terre, 
Cindy (John) 
Seinar; grandson, 
Tyler Hansen; 
m o t h e r - i n - l a w , 
Evelyn Whiteash; 
many nieces and 
nephews; also 
aunts, uncles and 
cousins. Funeral 
service was held Saturday June 30, 2012 at Calvary 
Christian Reformed Church of Lowell, 1151 W. Main. 
Pastor Rod Galindo officiating. Interment Bowne 
Center Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made 
to Set Free Ministries, 700 36th Street, Grand Rapids, 
MI 49548.

HOSLEY
Frederick Joseph Hosley, born May 27, 1923 passed 
away May 3, 2012, a few weeks before his 89th birthday. 
He was born in Lowell, MI. He is survived by his wife, 
Anita June Hosley of Lowell; his children, daughter Mary 
J Hosley and her husband Jay Campbell of Scarsdale, 
NY, son John D. 
Hosley and his wife 
Wendy Popkes of 
Kalamazoo, son 
Mark A. Hosley and 
his wife Bonnie L. 
Bower of Westport, 
MA and their 
daughter Sarah 
B. Hosley, also of 
Westport. He was 
a veteran of WWII 
serving in the army 
in the European 
theater and the 
D-Day Invasion. He 
worked as a general 
contractor for many years in Lowell. He will be deeply 
missed by his family and friends. He always enjoyed a 
good argument. A memorial luncheon will be held on 
Sunday, July 15 at 1:00 pm at the Moose Recreation 
Hall located at 1320 E Main St. in Lowell, MI.

 

BAILEY
Janet Joyce Bailey, 
age 75 of Lowell, 
MI, passed away 
unexpectedly of 
natural causes 
Tuesday, June 26, 
2012. She was 
preceded in death 
by her parents, 
Glenn and Edith 
Launstein, and 
her brother, Lloyd 
Launstein. She 
is survived by 
her husband of 
56 years, Rev. 
Dean Bailey; 
children, Glenn 
Bailey (Catherine 
Cookson) of Salt Lake City, Utah, Tod Bailey of 
Rockford, Jill Bailey (Erich Nus) of Bow, Washington; 
brother, Lawrence (Barbara) Launstein; sister-in-law, 
Susan Launstein; seven grandchildren; one great 
grandson; also several nieces and nephews. Her life 
revolved around serving people, especially children: 
Sunday School teacher, Cub Scout Den Mother, Youth 
Group leader, Elementary School teacher, Preschool 
teacher, Christian Education Director; volunteer at Flat 
River Outreach Ministries, Lowell Arts Council, Love 
Inc., and Meijer Gardens, among other organizations. 
A memorial service will be held Saturday July 21, 2012 
11:00 a.m. at Alto United Methodist Church, 11365 
64th Street, Alto. Visitation will be from 9:30 to 11:00 
a.m. prior to the service at the church. Contributions 
in memory of Jan may be made to Flat River Outreach 
Ministries, 11535 Fulton Street E, Lowell, MI 49331, 
Alto United Methodist Church or Bowne Center United 
Methodist Church, PO Box 122, Alto, MI 49302.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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WOSINSKI
Kenneth George Wosinski, age 60 of Lowell, passed 
away unexpectedly Friday, June 29, 2012. He was 
preceded in 
death by his 
parents, Earl Sr. 
and Florence; 
b ro the r - i n - l aw 
David Myers, 
and nephew, 
Steve Myers. 
He is survived 
by Barbara 
Wosinski; his 
children, Doug 
(Angie) Wosinski, 
Allison Wosinski, 
Jacob Wosinski; 
brothers, Joseph 
(Joyce) Wosinski, 
Earl (Delores) 
Wosinski Jr., Phillip (Kathy) Wosinski, Don (Janet) 
Wosinski; sisters, Margaret (Robert) Robach, Janet 
(Forrest) Breimayer; grandchildren, Hanna, Ben, Nate 
and Olivia Wosinski. Ken loved his family, served in the 
Army and retired from GM Diesel Equipment facility 
on Burlingame. He also enjoyed hunting, fishing, 
mushrooming and hated casinos. A memorial service 
will be held Friday 11:00 a.m. at Roth-Gerst Chapel, 
305 N. Hudson, Lowell. Visitation Thursday 6-9:00 p.m. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the family to 
help with funeral expenses. 

***
If  you can f ind a path with 
no obstacles, i t  probably 

doesn't  lead anywhere.
~ Frank A. Clark

DAWSON
Frances E (Burtle) Dawson, born January 6, 1941, 
passed away Sunday, June 24, 2012, in El Paso, 
Texas, after a courageous battle with cancer. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, Clarence and Pauline 
Burtle. Surviving are her husband of 46 years, Donald 
Dawson; four 
children, Michelle 
(Mark) Freeman, 
Donald (Inga) 
Dawson, Jr., 
Derrick (Nichole) 
Dawson and Dirk 
(Claudia) Dawson; 
four grandchildren, 
Diedric Dawson, 
Tristan Freeman, 
S a m a n t h a 
D a w s o n 
and Kindred 
H e r n a n d e z ; 
an aunt, Jean 
Bishop; three 
sisters, Barbara (Howard) Briggs, Eleanor VanTol, and 
Evelyn DeVries (Ford) Benbow; sisters-in-law, Barbara 
Shaffer, Shirley Everson; brother-in-law, Clayton 
(Phyllis) Dawson; as well as several nieces, nephews 
and cousins. Fran graduated from Lowell High School, 
Grand Rapids Community College and Western 
Michigan University. She received her Master’s Degree 
from Ball State University in Indiana. She initially taught 
home economics in Marine City, MI. She married Don 
on August 7, 1965. He was in the military and they spent 
time in Korea and Germany, having had many unique 
experiences. They moved to Fort Bliss in El Paso, TX, 
where she taught first and third grades. She retired 
from teaching in 2007. Cremation has taken place 
and a celebration of her life will be held in Lowell at a 
later date. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made 
to: Center for Compassionate Care West, In-house 
hospice care, 1440 Miracle Way, El Paso, Texas 79925 
or a charity of your choice. Share a memory by visiting 
our memorial at: www.Martinfuneralhomewest.com. 
Through this site, we invite you to share your thoughts 
and fond memories with our family.

ROTH

GERST
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NEWSPAPER END 
ROLLS AVAILABLE AT 
THE BUYERS GUIDE 
OFFICE - Many uses!  

105 N. Broadway.  

classifieds
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - noon
closed Sat. & Sun.

services

wanted
I WANT TO BUY - refrigera-
tor, stove, washer, dryer & 
furniture in good shape. 
Have cash. 989-584-6818.
TFN 

Coming Events
PLEASE NOTE  - Coming Events 
are for non-profit organizations. 
If you are charging admission for 
an event - it is considered an ad-
vertisement. Coming events are 
ran on a space available basis 
& ARE NOT GUARANTEED TO 
RUN. If you would like to make 
sure your event is placed in the 
paper, please call our office & 
place it as a classified ad. We 
will not run ANY Garage or Rum-
mage Sales as a coming event. 
All Coming Events or changes 
to coming events should be sub-
mitted by fax: 897-4809, email: 
classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com, by mail: PO Box 128, Low-
ell, MI 49331 or in person: 105 
N. Broadway, Lowell.

RHYME TIME MUSIC & MOVE-
MENT- Fridays, July 20 - Aug. 17, 
11 a.m. Activities to help children 
ages 6 & younger develop  mo-
tor, listening & literacy skills 
at Englehardt Branch Library, 
200 N. Monroe St., Lowell. 
784-2007.

EVERY THURSDAY - Night 
service at First  Congregational 
United Church of Christ, 865 
Lincoln Lake  SE at 6:30 p.m. 
Public welcome.

COREY RUFFIN, CARICATUR-
IST - Tues., July 10, 1 p.m. for 
teens, grades 6-12. Learn the 
basics of cartooning & caricature 
at Englehardt Branch Library, 
200 N. Monroe St., Lowell. 
784-2007.

for rent
HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.VFW8303.org. FREE 
All Vets Coffee Hour at the 
center the 3rd Thursday of 
each month. Bring a friend. 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.TFN 

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN 

WATERFRONT COTTAG-
ES - 70 miles north of Low-
ell. Canoe, paddle & row 
boats included. Pontoon 
rental available. Call Ron 
for reservations @ 616-
644-9414.

services
1990 FORD F150 - 130,000 
original miles, cap, ladder 
rack, many new parts, 
runs well, needs to leave 
driveway, $1,200. Please 
call 897-8014.

OPEN HOUSE SPECIAL 
- Let Time To Shine Win-
dow Washing clean your 
windows for your upcoming 
open house. 10% discount 
for graduating seniors. 616-
292-0695.

NEED  A  DUMP-
STER? - 14 to 20 
yards available. Ga-
rage, attic, house-
hold cleanup, roof-
ing, trash, junk etc. 
Dependable service 
& affordable prices. 
Call for free esti-
mates. Contact Doug 
616-295-6640.TFN     

ANGER MANAGEMENT 
- ongoing groups or 
individual therapy from 
a counselor in Lowell. 
Call for dates/times. 238-
2116 Life Transitions 
Therapy.
IN & OUT REMOVAL - Elec-
tronics, appliances, cars, 
lawn mowers, farm equip-
ment, etc. Free pickup. Call 
Joe, 616-890-5210.
ROLL TICKETS AVAIL-
ABLE AT LOWELL LITHO 
- Single & double rolls, 
variety of colors. Single roll, 
$5 ea. + tax & double rolls 
$7.50 + tax  ea. Lowell Litho, 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell. 
Ph. 897-9261.

DISCOVER CARPET 
CLEANING - $20 a 
room. We use only the 
best truck mounted 
machines. 6 years ex-
perience. IICRC certi-
fied. 616-745-9677.

FREE SMOKING CESSATION 
CLASSES - offered at Lowell 
Family Medical Center. Call 616-
446-7058 to register. The class 
runs for 8 weeks. Evening & 
weekend sessions are available. 
Time & dates will be determined 
by those registered. 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - 
Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. A 
Christ centered program to help 
overcome life’s hurts, habits, han-
gups. Impact Church, 1069 Lincoln 
Lake, www.impact-church.org or 
www.celebraterecovery.com

FIRST & THIRD WEDNESDAYS 
- Fun at Calvary for boys & girls 
preschool - 8th grade. Cadets for 
boys 1st - 8th; GEMS for girls 3rd 
- 8th; Kingdom Kids for boys & girls 
preschool - 2nd grade. 1125 W. 
Main, Lowell. Ph. 897-7060, email: 
lowellcalvarycrc@yahoo.com

LOWELL - Varsity sporting events, 
concerts, school board meetings, 
city council meetings, etc., can be 
downloaded for viewing from the 
www.wlhstv.org website. Many 
athletic contests & concerts can 
also be heard ‘live’ from the www.
wlhsradio.org website.

KNITTING 101 - Every Tues., 10 
a.m. - noon,  Clarksville Area Li-
brary, 130 S. Main St., Clarksville. 
616-693-1001.

FIT CLUB - Every Tues. at 9 a.m., 
Clarksville Area Library, 130 S. 
Main, Clarksville. 616-693-1001.

FREE SENIOR PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST - Every third  Wed. 
from 7:30 - 9:30 a.m. at Laurels 
of Kent, 350 N. Center St. RSVP 
897-8473.

LOWELL ROTARY CLUB - 
meets each Wednesday at noon 
at Lowell City Hall. New members 
welcome.

VERGENNES CLUB MEETS - at 
1 p.m. on the first Thursday of the 
month March thru Nov. Meeting 
at Schneider Manor Community 
Room. Program & refreshments. 
Guests welcome.

CARVING CLUB - Thursdays 
from 6:30-8 p.m. New members 
welcomed. Call for information, 
616-752-0096.

NEW ALTO FARMERS MAR-
KET - Saturdays 8 a.m. - 1 
p.m. Veterans Memorial Park, 
downtown Alto. Sponsored by 
Alto DDA.

BEYOND MAGIC WITH TOM 
PLUNKARD - Thurs., July 12, 
6:30 p.m. Amazing magic, new 
tricks & silly stories at Englehardt 
Branch Library, 200 N. Monroe 
St., Lowell. 784-2007.

FAMILY GEOCACHING - Tues., 
July 24, 6:30 p.m. High tech 
blend of hide-and-seek, scav-
enger hunting, puzzle-solving & 
navigating at Englehardt Branch 
Library, 200 N. Monroe St., Low-
ell. 784-2007.

sales
EXTRA LARGE ESTATE/ 
GARAGE SALE - some 
furniture, household goods, 
children’s clothes, toys, 
books, magazines, rocks & 
minerals & other stuff. 4073 
Segwun, July 6 & 7, Fri. & 
Sat., 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
GARAGE SALE - July 5, 6 
& 7. Men’s, women’s, ju-
niors’ (prom/party dresses) 
clothing, purses, lots of 
CDs. 1212 Highland Hill, 
off James.
GARAGE SALE - Fri., July 
6, 9-6 p.m. & Sat., July 7, 
9-6 p.m. 14311 Oberley 
Dr. SE. Multi-family sale, 
six piece dining room set 
with buffet, lots of infant 
- 4T boys clothes, loads 
of misc.
SALE - July 5 & 6, 10 a.m. 
- 6 p.m. Trees, perenni-
als & fruit plants. New 
items up to 90% off retail: 
stands, shelves, shoes, 
fabric, gardening, lights, 
books, etc. Used: furni-
ture, doors, electronics, 
movies, holiday, house-
hold items & more. 131 
S. Center, Lowell.

CAREGIVER - Experi-
enced, dedicated care-
giver offering part-time 
assistance for the elderly. 
Call Linda for excellent 
references and affordable 
pricing. 897-8331.
TA X E S ,  PAY R O L L , 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
-  by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
6351.TFN  

COUNSELING SERVICES 
- by a local therapist. Men-
tal health, chronic pain, 
academic testing, career, 
Voc Rehab. 238-2116. Life 
Transitions Therapy.

GEE'S ROLLING 
DUMPSTERS - 15 
yard. $170 for house-
hold trash or $250 
for shingles/drywall. 
616-205-6871.

HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN  
FREE AD! - Place & pay  for 
a classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger 
for 3 weeks & receive the 
4th week FREE! You must 
mention the special in order 
to receive this offer. Valid 
only with new classified 
ads, and must be paid for 
when ad is placed.  Call 
897-9555, fax 897-4809 or 
email to: classifieds@lowell 
buyersguide.com, 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell. Ph. 
897-9261.

MEMORY FOAM - Tem-
perpedic style memory 
foam set. Queen. New with 
warranty. Cost $1,800, sell 
$595. Can deliver. 616-682-
4767 or 293-6160.
TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN

1998 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
SPORTSTER - 1200 clas-
sic custom 95th anniver-
sary edition, 7100 + miles, 
screaming eagle mufflers, 
detachable windshield, 
detachable sissy bar, new 
Harley battery less than 
a year old, after-market 
forward controls. Perfect 
condition. $5,000. 616-
560-0894.
KENMORE REFRIGERA-
TOR & STOVE SET - 
(2006), cost $900, sell 
$199 for pair. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook.
TFN 

AIRBED - Selecta Comfort 
firmness for each of you. 
Dual chambers. Digital 
remote. Never used. Har-
mony P-5 model. Cost 
$2,100, will sell $1,299. 
Call 616-682-4767 or 293-
6160.
ELIMINATE RISING FUEL 
COSTS - Clean, safe & ef-
ficient wood heat. Central 
Boiler Classic Outdoor 
Wood Furnace. Heats 
multiple buildings. Call 
SOS your “Stocking Dealer” 
Dutton, MI 616-554-8669 or 
616-915-5061.
QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.TFN

PILLOWTOP MATTRESS 
SET - Queen. Never used, 
$199. Call 616-682-4767 or 
293-6160.
LAND FOR SALE - Lowell 
schools, walk to HS, Alden 
Nash West subdivision, 
.63 acre, $49,900, sign 
on property. Call Chuck 
at 1-517-282-2460 after 
10 a.m.
BED & MATTRESS SET 
- queen, Sealy, $95 in-
cludes frame.  Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook. 
Delivery available.TFN

FOR SALE - 1993 Chev-
rolet S10 pickup w/a cap, 
automatic, 4.3 V6, 95,200 
original miles, truck is in 
excellent condition, $3,500 
obo. Call after 6 p.m., 897-
4349.
MATTRESS SET - Queen 
pillowtop, new in plastic, 
$150. 616-805-9282.
200 APPLIANCES - Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69.  Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main St., Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. See 
us on Facebook. Delivery 
available.TFN

SUPPORT  THE  
L O W E L L  A R E A 
FARMERS’ MARKET 
- Thursdays 12:30 - 6 
p.m. at the Tractor 
Supply parking lot. 
Call Dave & Betty 
Deans for more info, 
897-9186.

AUCTION - every Friday 
night, 6:30 p.m. 420 N. 
Lafayette, Greenville, MI. 
Antiques, furniture, rail-
road, fishing items, dolls & 
much more. Always taking 
consignment. Visit auc-
tionzip.com or call Rick at 
616-302-8963.
COMMUNITY WIDE PA-
TRIOTIC HYMN SING 
- Sun., July 8 at 6 p.m. Cal-
vary Christian Reformed 
Church, 1125 W. Main St., 
Lowell. To benefit  FROM.

misc.

help wanted

HAROLD CARIGON JR.
July 7, 1937 -

January 28, 2012
Happy 1st Birthday in 

Heaven Dad
Those we love don’t go 
away, they walk beside us 
everyday.
Unseen, unheard, but al-
ways near, still missed and 
very dear.

Always Loved and
Never Forgotten,

Connie, Bonnie, Carol, 
Robert and families and 

your Sister Ella

IN MEMORY OF DON 
WEEKS OR DAD

June 28, 1978
For someone who meant 
so much & loved by all 
he knew, who left behind 
a trail of tears & precious 
memories too. 
We loved the sunshine in 
his smile and kindness in 
his heart, but heaven saw 
he was tired which meant 
we had to part.
And now that it’s his special 
day, dear angels hear our 
prayer, please guard him 
with great care.
For he was someone won-
derful and words just can’t 
convey how much we 
wished that he was here, 
once more with us today.

Sadly missed & loved
by your kids,
Vicki Soyka,

Jodi Schaefer,
Kurt Weeks,

Kathy Kingma & families.

SOUND OFF LINE
897-0787

Voice your opinion! 
(good or bad)

in 
memoriam

LEDGER SUMMER
OFFICE HOURS:

MON. - THURS. 8-5 
FRI. 8-12

Closed Sat. & Sun.
105 N. Broadway, Lowell.

Phone 897-9261 
Fax 897-4809

www.thelowellledger.com
There is a Drop Box in the 
Door Closest to the Post 
Office if you need to drop 
something off to us after 

hours.
Sound Off Phone Line

897-0787

ANIMAL CARE GIVER - an 
opportunity for a hardwork-
ing adult to gain a long-term 
position caring for many 
small dogs at a large facility. 
Experience not required.  
Must be able to pass a drug 
test. Alto/Caledonia area. 
616-437-0342.
NOW HIRING - and train-
ing for career positions with 
West Michigan's leading 
real estate company. Call 
Rick Seese, Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. for a confiden-
tial interview. 616-437-2576 
or 616-974-4250.TFN 

MANAGEMENT POSI-
TION - Self Serve Lumber 
Company, headquartered 
in the Saginaw, MI market is 
looking to fill a management 
position at our Lowell loca-
tion. Candidates should 
have a strong retail sales 
background. Previous 
management experience 
desirable, but not required. 
Do-it-yourself project and 
home improvement product 
knowledge a plus. This 
position is full-time with full 
benefits and has a flexible 
schedule that includes eve-
nings and weekends. Quali-
fied candidates should 
e-mail their resume to 
katjud@selfservelumber.
com

for sale
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616-897-0787
When submitting your opinion to Sound Off!, we ask 

you to follow a few guidelines. 
Sound Off! is meant to be a way for you to compliment 

or vent your feelings with civility. A healthy way to get 
something off your chest or spread a little kindness. 

We welcome your comments, with or without 
signatures, but signing your name to your comment 
does increase the odds of seeing it in print. Threatening 
or deliberately cruel comments will not be accepted and, 
of course, no advertising a product or service please.

So basically, submit anything - 
but not everything will make it to print.
The Ledger reserves the right to choose what is 

printed, and reminds the public that views expressed 
in Sound Off!, unless otherwise stated, are not the 
opinions of The Ledger staff or its publishers.

thelowellledger.com

Check us out online ...

Make us your homepage!

I support the workers of this city. 
A lot of them have been here for years 
and served us well. They have helped 
me out many times and I want to see 
them here for years to come. Talk to 
your city council and Light and Power 
board members and tell them to support 
their workers.

When I was attending Lowell High 
in the early 50s, one of the teachers 
and coaches was Jack Kowe. I was 
wondering if Mark is related to him?

~ Bill Webster

I'm sick of people shooting off 
fireworks every night! I think they 
need some rules here too since it's so 
dry it's scary!

The power in Lowell went out for 
less than an hour last Sunday. Lowell 
Light and Power really fixed everything 
quickly. With the high temperatures it 
really could have been a major problem. 
Kudos to LL&P!

GREG VAN STRIEN
HEATING AND PLUMBING

HEATING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE & INSTALLATION

PLUMBING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
WARM AIR/RADIANT HEAT

OIL BURNER SERVICE

(616) 897-5569
Visa And Master Card Accepted

Dear EarthTalk: I’ve seen a lot of warm and fuzzy 
TV ads, some sponsored by BP Oil, urging me to vacation in 
the Gulf of Mexico. But are things really “back to normal?” 
-- Paul Shea, Dublin, OH 

The Gulf of Mexico may be open for business and ea-
ger to attract tourists, but it’s still unclear whether or not ma-
rine and coastal ecosystems there are healthy two years after 
BP’s offshore drilling rig exploded 40 miles off the Louisi-
ana coast, eventually releasing 205.8 million gallons of oil 
into the water column.

Five months after the April 2010 disaster the Obama 
administration released a detailed recovery plan, calling for 
spending up to $21 billion — most which would come from 
BP’s civil penalties — on clean-up and long-term ecosystem 
restoration. With much of this work — designed to comple-
ment the restorative powers of Mother Nature — well un-
derway, some observers are pleased with the results so far.

“The natural recovery is far greater than what anybody 
hoped when it happened,” says James Morris, a University 
of South Carolina biologist and a member of the National 
Research Council committee tasked by Congress to assess 
the effects of the spill on the Gulf's ecosystem. “The fears of 
most people — that there would be a catastrophic collapse 
of the ecosystem in the Gulf — never materialized.”

“The fisheries have come back like gangbusters,” Mor-
ris reports. “One of the interesting findings was that after 
the oil spill, bait fish populations collapsed, and predator 
populations boomed. The reason was that there was no fish-
ing pressure on the top predators because people stopped 
fishing after the spill. So the predator fish populations re-
bounded, and they grazed down their prey.”

Not everyone shares such a rosy view. The international 
environmental group Greenpeace reports: “Throughout the 
food chain, warning signs are accumulating. Dolphins are 
sick and dying. Important forage fish are plagued with gill 
and developmental damage. Deepwater species like snap-
per have been stricken with lesions and their reefs are los-
ing biodiversity. Coastal communities are struggling with 
changes to the fisheries they rely upon. Hard-hit oyster reefs 
aren’t coming back and sport fish like speckled trout have 
disappeared from some of their traditional haunts.”

Still other observers argue that two years is not enough 
time to tell whether the region’s ecosystems will be severely 
damaged long term. “We really don’t know the effects the 
Deepwater Horizon spill had in the deep sea because we 
know little about the ecosystem processes there,” reports 
Gary Cherr, director of UC Davis’ Bodega Marine Labora-
tory and a lead author on a recently released paper published 
in the journal Bioscience. Cherr and his fellow researchers, 
including leading oceanographers, ecotoxicologists, and 
ecologists, conclude that scientists need more time to study 
how to contain damage from such accidents, especially giv-
en the trend to seek new sources of oil in off-shore regions 
around the U.S. and beyond.

“The deep sea is not a dead zone. It’s not a desert. 
There’s a lot of life down there,” adds Cherr. “Unfortunate-
ly it’s not until a disaster happens that we try to piece to-
gether the impacts. That’s difficult to do when you don’t 
have a complete — or even partial — understanding of the 
ecosystem.”

CONTACTS: James Morris, www2.biol.sc.edu/~morris; Green-
peace, www.greenpeace.org; Bioscience paper, www.aibs.org/bioscience-
press-releases/resources/Peterson.pdf.

Dear EarthTalk: Lead was long ago phased out of 
automobile gasoline, but it is still in aviation fuel and is now 
the largest source of lead emissions in the U.S. What’s being 
done? - L. Eber, Rye, NY

Yes, aviation fuel emerged as the largest source of lead 
emissions in the U.S. once lead was phased out of automo-
tive gasoline beginning in the 1970s. While jets, which com-
prise the majority of commercial aircraft, don’t use leaded 
fuel, smaller, piston-engine planes use enough leaded avia-
tion fuel (nicknamed “avgas”) to account for half of the lead 
pollution in American skies, making it a real air quality is-
sue.

Some of the health effects of repeated exposure to lead 
include damage to the central nervous system, kidneys and 
red blood cells, and decreased function in the cardiovascu-
lar and immune systems. Lower IQ levels and learning dis-
abilities can also result from lead exposure, especially in 
children, whose young bodies are more sensitive than those 
of adults. And scientists at the National Toxicology Program 
have concluded that lead and lead compounds are “reason-
ably anticipated to be human carcinogens.”

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) rec-
ognizes lead as a neurotoxin and in 2008 set tough new 
standards for how much of it is safe in our air. In 2010 the 
agency identified 16 U.S. regions that fail to meet clean air 
standards for airborne lead; all either contained or were near 
airports where leaded avgas is the norm. But the EPA has 
not yet restricted lead in avgas, even though unleaded avgas 
is available.

A 2011 Duke University study found that kids living 
within 500 meters of an airport where leaded avgas is used 
have higher blood lead levels than other children, with el-
evated lead levels in blood found in kids as far as one kilo-
meter away. The EPA estimates that 16 million Americans 
live close to one of 22,000 airports where leaded avgas is 
routinely used — and three million children go to schools 
near these airports.

Friends of the Earth (FoE), a leading green group, filed 
suit against the EPA in late 2011, demanding that it respond 
to a petition originally submitted in 2006 asking for regula-
tion of lead emissions from general aviation aircraft under 
the Clean Air Act. That original petition requested that the 
EPA issue a finding that emissions from aircraft using lead-
ed avgas endanger public health. “EPA has repeatedly con-
cluded that lead is extremely toxic to humans, wildlife and 
the environment and causes health effects even at low dos-
es,” says Marcie Keever, FoE’s legal director. “EPA’s con-
tinuing failure to do what the law requires and address this 
pollution leaves us no choice but to take this critical public 
health issue to the courts.”

According to FoE, 70 percent of small planes could al-
ready be using unleaded avgas with no retrofitting needed. 
The group says that a meaningful plan by the EPA to ban 
leaded avgas could spark investment in technologies to re-
place the engines in the rest of the small plane market that 
relies on leaded avgas.

Some members of the aviation community are taking 
matters into their own hands. The Aviation Fuel Club, which 
aims to make aviation fuel affordable for sport aviators, is 
working to ensure that unleaded avgas is available at many 
airports across the country. Green groups are pleased with 
this development, but want the U.S. government to institute 
binding restrictions on the use of lead in aviation fuel.

CONTACTS: 2011 Duke Study, ehp03.niehs.nih.gov/article/info%3
Adoi%2F10.1289%2Fehp.1003231; Friends of the Earth, www.foe.org; 
Aviation Fuel Club, www.aviationfuelclub.org.

EarthTalk® is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss 
and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www.
emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@emagazine.com. Sub-
scribe:  www.emagazine.com/subscribe. Free Trial Issue:   www.emaga-
zine.com/trial.
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WE SHIP UPS!

105 N. Broadway
Lowell, MI

616.897.9261

SUDOKU
Puzzle solutions on page 12

JUNE 27 - JULY 3
•	 "Lolong" a saltwater crocodile, captured in the 

Philippines,   has been declared the largest 
croc in captivity by the Guinness Book of World 
Records. The animal, suspected of killing two 
people, measures 10.24 feet and weighs 2,370 
pounds.

•	 The Supreme Court has upheld President 
Obama’s health care bill in a 5-4 ruling. The 
president called it a victory for all Americans 
saying, “I know there will be a lot of discussion 
today about the politics of all this - about who 
won and who lost," he said. "That is how these 
things tend to be viewed here in Washington. 
But that discussion completely misses the 
point. Whatever the politics, today's decision 
was a victory for people all over this country, 
whose lives will be more secure because of 
this law and the Supreme Court's decision to 
uphold it."

•	 The worst wildfires in Colorado history are now 
more than half, contained so, residents are 
being allowed to return home to see whether 
or not their homes survived. More than 300 
homes have been destroyed and two lives 
were lost as over 28-square miles have been 
scorched.

•	 Looks like another Hollywood marriage has 
failed. Katie Holmes has reportedly filed for 
divorce from Tom Cruise.

The Pink Arrow game 
is right around the corner. 
In a perfect world, which 

artist would be best to sing the 
national anthem at the game?
	 • Anthony Kiedis
	 • Noel Dean
	 • Bruce Springsteen
	 • Kid Rock
	 • Prince
	 • Perry Beachum

Go online and VOTE!!
www.thelowellledger.com

The Ledger’s current
ONLINE POLL

THEME: 
INDEPENDENCE DAY

ACROSS
1. *#34 Down did this
6. Pre-1947 British rule 
over India
9. *George Washington 
chopped one down as a 
lad
13. *Popular feeling
14. Australian bird
15. _____ two shoes
16. Without illumination
17. Greed or sloth, e.g.
18. "April showers bring 
May flowers," e.g.
19. *British soldier
21. *Pre-Independence 
Day "state"
23. Used for soaking
24. "Dirty Jobs" host
25. NHL's rival, 1972-
1979
28. Deceptive maneu-
ver
30. Lay to rest
35. Abrupt stop
37. 18-wheeler
39. Eagle's nest
40. Not active
41. Deteriorate
43. Colloquial "aren't"
44. Ivan and Nicholas, 
e.g.
46. Pi times square of 
radius
47. Short spaces of time
48. Type of food
50. John Galsworthy's 
Forsyte story
52. Grazing land
53. Effected by the 
moon
55. Member of the Be-
nevolent Order
57. *"Born on the Fourth 
of July" star
60. Three-tiered Roman 
galley
64. Gain knowledge
65. Follows soh
67. Death _____ in 

"Harry Potter"
68. Tapestry
69. H1N1, e.g.
70. Two in eighteen
71. Orange part
72. "___ the season"
73. Tent anchor

DOWN
1. Rider's prod
2. European sea eagle

3. Like old West
4. *Declaration of Inde-
pendence, e.g.
5. Roundabout road
6. None of this for the 
weary
7. Friend from Provence
8. Snowbird
9. Type of list
10. Multicolored horse
11. Jumpy
12. Cyclops had one
15. Major source of lead
20. Bullying, e.g.
22. Be obliged to pay
24. Deep regret
25. *Between red and 
blue
26. Shakespeare: 
"Thou call'st me dog 
before thou _____ a 
cause..."
27. Islam's Supreme 
Being
29. "Will be," according 
to Day
31. *East India Compa-
ny ware, pl.
32. Bay window
33. Kind of pie

34. *_____ Ross
36. Type of seabird
38. Often symbolized 
by light bulb
42. Like a beaver
45. Form of civil disobe-
dience, pl.
49. Post-Soviet Union 
union
51. *"Independence 
Day" invaders
54. Blue and white pot-
tery style
56. Brightly colored 
snake of southeastern 
Asia
57. Wrap up in cere-
cloth
58. One in a million
59. Russian mountain 
range
60. Therefore
61. Highest volcano in 
Europe
62. Like those who will 
inherit earth
63. Gaelic
64. Once around
66. He stung like a bee?
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 11535 E. Fulton St. 
Lowell, MI 49331  

 616-897-8260  
 www.FROMlowell.org 

 
 

“Seeking to meet the needs of people in the 
Greater Lowell Area in their time of need” 

FROM Food Fight 2012       
Boxscore 

Through Monday, July 2   
3RD QUARTER ENDS TUESDAY, JULY 3   

www.facebook.com/fromlowell  
For up to date scoring, pictures, stories and on-line donations 

                                                                                             
                                            

  
RIVER VALLEY CREDIT UNION   ~   B.C. PIZZA   

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE   ~   LOWELL LEDGER/BUYERS GUIDE   
BRIAN & CHERYL DOYLE FAMILY   ~   STEVE FLEMING FAMILY 

TIMPSON TRANSPORT, INC.   ~   LITEHOUSE, INC.   ~   MEIJER, INC.      

                                                                                                                                      

               
  Ace Hardware~ Curtis Cleaners                                                        Ada/Lowell 5 ~ Koffee Klatsch   
                       Lowell Women’s Club ~ Curtis Cleaners ~ Firstbank ~ Judd T. Carroll, D.M.D., P.C. ~ Kurt and Denise Tornga     
         Rick & Jodie Seese Family ~ Lowell Granite Company ~ Grand Chrysler Dodge Jeep ~ Cy & Loraine Floyd—Attwood Corporation     

            
 

 LOWELL MOBIL ~ ALL WEATHER SEAL ~ GREENRIDGE REALTY, INC. ~ DONALD AND BARBARA DENBOER   
MODERN PHOTOGRAPHICS ~ METRIC MANUFACTURING ~ TRACTOR SUPPLY ~ HOOPER PRINTING    

                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                               

Vivian Rice—AIC Insurance—All Source Imaging—Dependable LP Gas—Elite Auto Body—Allen Edwin Homes/Mark Allen—Pauly’s—Ball’s Softee Cream                                            
   Linda LeSage—Grand River Veterinary Hospital—Alto Gas—Green Acres—Lowell Family Medical Center—Whites Bridge Tooling, Inc.—Fifth Third Bank—Optec, Inc.                       

       Claudia Rice—Springrove Variety—Dr. John Mogor—Kent McKay—Edward Jones Investments/Chris Godbold—Dr. James E. Reagan—Beachum Flooring                                              
       Karen Corbett—Lance Bryan—Stoneybrook Sanitation—Noreen K. Myers, Attorney at Law—J. B. Harrison Agency—Joseph and Mary Bommarito                                                                   

William and Susan Stouffer—Alice and Judy Monks—Larkin’s Restaurant   

                                                                                                                                      

  
 

                                                      Addorio Technologies—Alliance Financial & Ins.— Alto Beauty Salon—Alto Marathon—Fred and Marsha Ray—Dan and Linda DesJarden—George & Amy Fotis                             
                                                        Crystal Flash Energy—Dave & Jan Thompson—Grand River Orthodontics—LA Trim—Noon Equipment—M.H. & Velda Rosenberger—Mark & Faith Bogdanik 
                                Lowell Lanes—Heidi’s Farm Stand—Equipment Solutions— In Memory of Ivan Blough—Family Dentistry of Lowell—Douglas and Lynn Hiser—Nila Smith—Donna Jean Ford—Ardis Barber     

                                                                                                                                      

 
 
                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
    

EVENT SPONSORS 

TEAM COACH SPONSORS 

TEAM CAPTAIN SPONSORS 

TEAM TRAINER SPONSORS 

TEAM FAN SPONSORS 

 
 
 
 

 
ADA/LOWELL 5  2175 W. Main St.  897-3456 
ADVANCED EYECARE  1335 W. Main St. 897-7000  
*ALTO AMERICAN LEGION  6052 Linfield, Alto  868-6490 
ALTO BAR  6064 Linfield, Alto  868-9961 
ALTO BEAUTY SHOP  6077 Linfield, Alto  868-6454 
ARROWHEAD GOLF  2170 Alden Nash NE  897-7264 
ARTIC INC. HEATING & COOLING  897-4123 
BACKWATER CAFÉ  109 Riverside Dr.  897-6370   
BC PIZZA 1335 W. Main St.  897-9261 
CANFIELD PLUMBING & HTG  411 E. Main St.  897-0887 
CHIMERA DESIGN  208 E. Main St.  897-9480 
CITY LOOKS  SALON  11901 E. Fulton St.  897-2122 
COUSIN’S HALLMARK  223 W. Main St.  897-5000 
CURTIS CLEANERS  1410 W. Main St.  897-9809   
DAISY FLORAL  505 W. Main St.  897-2588 
DEER RUN GOLF  13955 Cascade Rd. SE  897-8481 
DERY PHYSICAL THERAPY  901 W. Main St.  897-7055 
*DOLLAR GENERAL  413 E. Main St.  897-0945 
EJA SALON   204 W. Main St.  897-1700 
ELLA’S COFFEE & COUSINE  307 E. Main St.  987-9266 
FIFTH-THIRD BANK  11915 E. Fulton  St.  897-1800 
FLAT RIVER GRILL  201 E. Main St.  897-8523  

 
 
 
 

 
*LOWELL YMCA  1335 W. Main St.  897-8445  
MAIN STREET INN  117 W. Main St.  897-1171   
*MODERN PHOTOGRAPHICS  216 W. Main St. 897-5606  
MYNT FUSION BISTRO  800 W. Main St.  987-9307 
*PAULY’S  11250 E. Fulton St.  897-2669  
QUALITY EXPRESS  11729 E. Fulton St.  897-2700 
REDFROG TECHNOLOGIES  1400 W. Main St.  897-5814   
*RITE AID  1401 W. Main St.  897-9221  
ROOKIES SPORTSCARDS  106 W. Main St.  897-5650 
SCHNEIDER MANOR  725 Bowes Rd.  897-8908 
SMEELINK OPTICAL  505 W. Main St.  897-0330                                        
SNEAKER’S BAR & GRILL  211 E. Main St.  897-6746 
SNAP FITNESS 2173 W. Main St. 987-4000 
SPRINT OF LOWELL  2050 W. Main St.  365-5760   
SPRINGROVE VARIETY  123 W. Main St.  897-9918 
SHOWBOAT AUTOMOTIVE  1450 W. Main St.  897-9231 
THREE BROTHERS PIZZA  1004 W. Main St.  987-4430 
TOTAL TEKNOLOGY  318 E. Main St.  622-4747  
TWO SEASONS   (M-21 next to McDonald’s) 
WALGREEN’S  11980 E. Fulton St.  897-3160 
WITTENBACH GMC  749 W. Main St.  897-9227 
                *DENOTES FOOD COLLECTIONS ONLY 

FROM THRIFT SHOP  11535 E. Fulton St.  897-8260 
FRY DADDY’S 608 W. Main St.  897-3474 
MAINLINE COFFEE  11260 E. Fulton  (Drive-Thru) 
*GILDA’S CLUB  314 S. Hudson  897-8600 
GRAND CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP  930 W. Main St.  897-9281 
GREAT CLIPS  11675 E. Fulton St.  897-9521 
*GREEN ACRES  11530 E. Fulton St.  987-9115 
*GREENRIDGE REALTY  1160 W. Main St.  897-9239 
HAIRSTUDIO  216 W. Main St.  987-0222 
HAROLD ZEIGLER FORD  11979 E. Fulton St.  897-8431 
KEISER’S KITCHEN  700 E. Main St.  897-8455 
HEIDI’S FARM STAND  11999 Cascade Rd. SE  897-6707 
ICE CREAM CABOOSE  6300 Alden Nash, Alto  868-6602 
LARKIN’S RESTAURANT  301 W. Main St.  897-5977 
*LOWELL AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  897-9161 
*LOWELL AREA HISTORICAL MUSEUM  897-7688 
LOWELL BUYERS GUIDE/LEDGER 105 N. Broadway 897-9261 
*LOWELL CITY HALL  301 E. Main St.  897-8457 
LOWELL FLORAL  1004 W. Main St,  897-1300 
LOWELL MOBIL  4475 Alden Nash SE  897-8019 
*LOWELL SENIOR NEIGHBORS  314 S. Hudson St.  897-5949 
*LOWELL SHOWBOAT SIZZLIN’ SUMMER CONCERTS             

FOOD FIGHT SPECIALS! 
Donate non-perishable food to a businesses listed below and receive their in-store 
special.  Look for their “Food Fight Special” poster and the North Team (red) & 

South Team (white) collection buckets!  

JOIN THE TEAM!   
CALL US—EMAIL US—OR DONATE ONLINE!   

Food Fight Hotline: 616-421-0029   Email: foodfight@fromlowell.org  Website: www.fromlowell.org 
Sponsorships begin at $50—Every $1 donated = 1 food item toward the team of your choice! 
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