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green acres

The Lowell Chamber of 
Commerce has announced 
that Perry and Teresa Bea-
chum are their 2012 Persons 
of the Year. 

The recipient must 
demonstrate that the com-
munity is a better place to 
live because of the efforts of 
the candidate, that the can-
didate positively promotes 
the community in both word 
and action and possesses 
new and innovative ideas 
that benefit the community. 
Also, the candidate cannot 
be a chamber board/foun-
dation board member at the 
time of nomination. 

The chamber also an-
nounced that Showboat Au-
tomotive is the Business 
Appreciation Award winner.

This year the Brick 
Awards will be given to 
Litehouse, Enwork and 
Green Acres of Lowell 

The recipients of these 
awards will be  honored at 
the chamber’s annual Win-
ter Gathering to be held at 
Deer Run Golf Course on 
Feb. 23.

Chamber director Liz Baker surprised the Beachums at their home last week with the news that they 
had been chosen Persons of the Year. 

Annual dinner will honor local community leaders

The student council of 
Murray Lake Elementary 
held their seventh annual 
blood drive on Jan. 26. These 
students spent several weeks 
preparing for and promoting 
the drive. The student coun-
cilmembers met with each 
class and shared how ben-
eficial blood donations are 
and how many lives can be 
saved from these donations.

The planning and pro-
motions payed off as 91 po-
tential donors showed up for 
the drive and 71 pints were 
collected. These pints can be 
used to help save over 213 
lives.

by Emma Palova

The Lowell City Plan-
ning Commission ap-
proved a site plan for King 
Milling Company to con-
struct a mill feed storage 
and a load out structure on 
the east side of Broadway 
Street.

The milling facility 
and the associated stor-
age buildings are a permit-
ted use in the district. The 
proposed addition consists 
of a facility encompassing 
two new storage bins.

King Milling sub-
mitted several variance 
requests to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals (ZBA). 
The ZBA approved the 
variances regarding the 
minimum lot area and set-
backs.

The planning com-
mission approved the fol-
lowing site plans with 
conditions:

Builder’s Fireplace 
site plan review for prop-
erty located at the north-
east corner of West Main 
Street and Amity Street. 
The site is zoned as com-
mercial general business.

The planning com-

Commission approves 
King Milling site plan 
for new construction

mission also approved 
with conditions a site plan 
to add a dewatering facility 
to Fuller Septic Services’ 
operation located on Bow-
es Road.

Approximately five 
trucks per week will arrive 
at the facility.

The commission ta-
bled the site plan review 
for O’Reilly Auto Parts to 
be located at 1427 West 
Main Street.

The auto parts’ store 
submitted a site plan to de-
velop a 6,750-square foot 
auto parts’ establishment 
on a 1.2 acre site along the 
north side of West Main 
Street. The site is zoned as 
commercial, which allows 
the use by right.

Lot coverage cannot 
exceed 60 percent of a lot.

In related business; 
following are the dates for 
the next planning commis-
sion meetings:

February 27, March 
26, April 23, May 29, June 
25, July 23, August 27, 
September 24, October 22, 
November 26, and Decem-
ber 10.

Huge turnout for blood drive 
at area elementary school

Michigan blood drive 
coordinator Julie Formsma 
commented, "Wow! This 
was a fantastic turnout for 
an elementary school blood 
drive. Murray Lake pro-
duced results that are as high 
as many of our high school 
drives. Murray Lake's num-
bers make them the number 
one Junior Lifesaver school 
in West Michigan. They 
should be truly proud."

Fifth-grade student 
council volunteer Allie Paw-
loski said, "There was a lot 
of people. We had to make 
sure that they drank some 

water and had a snack when 
they were done."

“It was fun to talk to 
the people when they were 
done giving blood. I thought 
it would hurt to give blood, 
but the people I talked with 
said it didn't hurt," said fifth-
grade student councilmem-
ber Reagan Coxon.

The student council will 
meet and discuss what went 
well with the drive and share 
ways they think they could 
make it better. They plan on 
getting even more donors in 
2013.

Donors filled the gym at Murray Lake Elementary.
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ADA LOWELL 5
616-897-3456
On M-21, 5 Minutes 
East of Amway H.Q.

$4.75 BARGAIN TWILIGHT  
D A I LY  4 : 0 0 - 6 : 0 0  P M  

GQTI.com and on Facebook 

* excludes Digital 3D 

    ONE FOR THE MONEY (PG-13) 
4:55, 7:00, 9:10
    THE GREY (R) 4:35, 7:10, 9:40
    MAN ON A LEDGE (PG-13)
5:10, 7:30, 9:50
    UNDERWORLD: AWAKENING (R)
5:15, 7:20, 9:30
WAR HORSE (PG-13) 6:20, 9:20

 

Family Dentistry of Lowell

147 North CeNter Street, LoweLL
www.FAMILYDeNtIStrYoFLoweLL.CoM

ANN wILSoN, D.D.S.  |  JeNNIFer BYrD, D.D.S.

At the Family Dentistry of Lowell you’re more 
than a patient. You’re part of my family. 

That’s why I want you to be comfortable.

Heated neck pillows. 
Natural lighting. 
The music you like.

I’ve been serving families like yours since 1991.

Aren’t you ready for a better dental experience?

DoesYour DeNtISt
CoMFortABLe?make You

Now ACCeptINg New pAtIeNtS – CALL: 616-897-4835  

Feel

ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB MEETING
The Lowell Area Schools Athletic Boosters will hold 

their regular business meeting in the high school staff 
lounge on Mon., Feb. 6 at 7:00 pm. Please come and sup-
port our athletes.

COFFEE WITH COUNCIL
Come meet and have a cup of coffee with your city 

councilmembers on the first Saturday of the month from 
8-10 am at the Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce office, 
113 Riverwalk Plaza.

The Magician’s Neph-
ew will be performed at 
Lowell elementary schools 
in February.  

The Magician’s Neph-
ew tells the story of young 
Digory and his friend, Polly. 
Using magic rings created 
by Digory’s uncle, they set 
forth on a series of magical 
adventures through mythi-
cal kingdoms and enchant-
ed lands. Seeking a healing 
apple for the boy’s mother, 
the children awaken Queen 
Jadis from her enchanted 
sleep, unintentionally bring-
ing her evil to Narnia.

Just B Cuz Produc-
tions brings C.S. Lewis’s 

Narnia series’ classic to the 
schools. It is directed by 
Brent Alles with producer 
Yvonne Alles and assistant 
director/stage manager Sar-
ah Harmon.  Students at-
tending Alto, Cherry Creek 
and Murray Lake Elementa-
ry schools will see the play 
during school hours courte-
sy of Lowell Area Commu-
nity Fund and LowellArts!.  

They will also have the 
opportunity to see the per-
formance in the evening at 
their schools free of charge.  

General admission tick-
ets are $5 each and good for 
all locations. All public per-
formances begin at 7 pm.

The Magician’s Nephew 
to be presented at 
local elementary schools

by Bill Manson, 
executive director 
of Michigan Snowmobile Association

Many of you are won-
dering why the increase in 
the trail permit was need-
ed. Well, quite frankly, it’s a 
matter of keeping our trails 
smooth, while costs to keep 
them smooth continue to in-
crease.

Here are some numbers 
for you to think about when 
you purchase your $45 trail 
permit this year. The aver-
age cost of a groomer trac-
tor is between $150,000 and 
$250,000. Groomers need-
ed for high snow areas run 
as much as $250,000 and 
that’s just for the tractors. 
Drags run from $17,000 to 
$30,000. These costs have 
continued to increase over 
the last few years, so we 
aren’t able to purchase all 
of the new equipment nec-

Snowmobile association explains where your money is spent
essary. This means that 
maintenance costs on older 
equipment is also increas-
ing. We are continuing to 
play catch up in terms of 
equipment purchases and 
the cost of that equipment 
continues to increase.

Another simple fact is 
that the cost of steel for that 
equipment is at an all time 
high, while fuel prices con-
tinue to rise. Insurance costs 
have also increased, while 
we continue to try and do 
more with what we have.

Also, trail permit sales 
were down seven per-
cent last year, 
which means 
we had less 
money to deal 
with from the start. 
We sold 170,000 trail per-
mits last year and $33.53 
of every permit went on 
the ground. I think that is a 

credit to the program and the 
people involved in it.

It’s important that we 
stress that the majority of 
this state’s 69 grant sponsors 
are volunteer club members 
who spend countless hours 
maintaining trails, chasing 
leases and completing pa-
perwork. If we had to pay 
100 percent of the labor 
costs involved, we would 
not have a snowmo-
bile program. 
Y o u 

would not have smooth 
trails.

The Cold Hard Truth
We now reimburse our 

grant sponsors $5.27 per 
mile. If you take that $45 
trail permit fee and divide 
it by that $5.27 per mile, 
I think you will see it’s not 
such a bad deal. I mean you 
can unload your sleds, trav-
el to where you ride and go 

8.54 miles before your 
trail permit has been 

used up in terms 
of grant spon-
sor reim-
bursement. 
I don’t 

know many snowmobilers 
who only ride 8.54 miles a 
season. Do you?

Under the trail permit 
fee law passed in 2008, the 

cost of trail permits in Mich-
igan will stay at $45 a year 
through 2015. In October 
2016 “and every fifth year 
thereafter,” the cost of a trail 
permit will reflect the “cu-
mulative percentage change 
in consumer price index.” 
This means that trail per-
mits will increase every five 
years. The increase will be 
based on the “cumulative” 
cost of living over the previ-
ous five years.

Please keep in mind the 

funds from trail permit sales 
and a small portion of the 
return we see from our gas 
tax are the only two fund-
ing mechanisms we have for 
our snowmobile program.

During the 2010-11 sea-
son 372,906.7 miles were 
groomed. Fuel to groom 
those miles came in at 
$770,460.14. The total cost 
to sign, brush, maintain, 
groom, purchase equipment 
and fuel was $1,296,974.40.

At Your 
Local 

Library

February Is Library Lovers’ Month
We love our patrons at the Englehardt branch of Kent 

District Library! Check out materials and enter to win a 
book basket to be given away at the end of the month. Spon-
sored by the Friends of the Englehardt Library. Feb. 1-29.

Bookworms Adult Book Discussion
Join us for a friendly, informal book discussion, The 

Help by Kathryn Stockett. All adults welcome. Tues., Feb. 
14 at 10:00 am. 

Project Sleuth - An Art History Mystery
An international art scandal, a haunted architectural 

masterpiece and a world-renowned sculpture that suddenly 
disappears! Popular author Blue Balliett's Chasing Vermeer 
series of artful mysteries are the basis for this program filled 
with games, crafts and activities. Can you solve the mys-
tery? For school aged children ages 6 and up. Mon., Feb. 20 
at 1:00 pm.
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Texas Hold ‘em
FEBRUARY 2 - 4

at 

LARKINS 
The Other Place

301 W. MAIN • LOWELL

THURSDAY & FRIDAY
5 PM - 2 AM

SATURDAY 
2 PM - 2 AM

BENEFITS LOWELL SCHOOLS

•	 Dwight	&	Terry	Zeman		
•		 The	Draigh	Family
•	 Lynn	&	Phil	Nauta		
•	 The	Graves	Family	
•	 Kevin	Davidson		
•	 Harold	Zeigler	Ford	
	 of	Lowell
•	 The	Garage	of	Lowell		
•	 Sharon	&	David	Culross
•	 Flat	River	Waste		
•	 Royal	Lawn	Care
•	 Bruce	&	Marica	Baird		
•	 Centennial	Stables

Thank You
from the 

Lowell Equestrian Team 
to our 2011 sponsors

•	 Midwest	Properties	
	 of	MI-Jackie	Rinks
•	 R.	Reagan		
•	 Chenard	&	Osborn,	Inc.
•	 Canfield	
	 		Heating	&	Plumbing
•	 Alvadar	
	 		Training	Stables	
•	 Red	Frog
•	 The	Fisher	Family	
•	 The	Timmers	Family
•	 Grand	Rapids	Western	
	 			Horse	Club

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
ACCURACY TEST
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 

A Public Accuracy Test
For the February 28, 2012 

Presidential Primary Election 
Will be conducted on the 

voting equipment pursuant to MCL 
168.798 at the address noted 

on the following date:
FEBRUARY 8, 2012  at  10:30 a.m.

BOWNE TOWNSHIP HISTORIC HALL
8240 ALDEN NASH SE

ALTO, MI 49302

700 E. Main
 Lowell

897-8455
Mon. - Sat. 6 am - 8 pm; Sun. 8 am - 1:30 pm

One Egg, Toast & Coffee.......
Stuffin’ Muffin.........................

1/4 lb. Hamburger, Fries & a Coke.....
Try our Potato Skins Appetizer.....only 
Buy one Burrito get one............
                                                                        Equal Or Lesser Value

Try Our 
Homemade 

Desserts

A family tradition since 1945

GREG VAN STRIEN
HEATING AND PLUMBING

HEATING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE & INSTALLATION

PLUMBING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
WARM AIR/RADIANT HEAT

OIL BURNER SERVICE

(616) 897-5569
Visa And Master Card Accepted

616-712-6830
1-866-272-0731

Detroit Red Wings
vs.

Chicago Blackhawks

Game time is at 4 p.m. in 
Hockeytown. Die-hard 

fans will want to register 
early. Cost per person 

$119. Reserve your place. 
Please call for pick-up 

points.

Wilson Tours

March 4, 2012
at Joe Louis Arena 

1202 E. Van Deinse St., Greenville

T: 616-897-7668  F: 616-988-8884 
E-mail— michtaxserv@gmail.com 

















Recently, ten Odyssey 
of the Mind teams from 
Lowell met at Lowell High 
School to practice a variety 
of these spontaneous 
problems in preparation for 
their upcoming Region 13 
competition on March 24.

Odyssey of the Mind 
is a program that fosters 
creative thinking and 
problem-solving skills 
among kindergarten 
through college level 
students around the world.  

Working on a solution for a hands-on spontaneous problem are Bushnell and Cherry Creek students: 
Evelyn Fleszar, Ella Todd, Payton Uhen, Caydence Pawloski, Malia Garrison and Clara Rauch.

Odyssey of the Mind 
teams prepare for 
competition in March

Teams work to solve 
any one of a number of 
long term problems, from 
building mechanical devices 
and balsa wood structures 
to creating a unique 
interpretation of a literary 
classic.  

Teams also practice 
ways to solve various 
spontaneous problems 
within a five to ten minute 
time frame. 

"Lowell - Dream, Be-
lieve, Achieve." That’s the 
motto at Cherry Creek El-
ementary and the students 
are making a difference. Joe 
Audia’s fourth grade stu-
dents independently chose 
to raise funds to help the 
Haitian people get clean wa-
ter. Audia had them watch 
a short YouTube video of 
Starfysh.org president, Dr. 
Steve Edmonson, in Hai-
ti touring a tent village and 
the dire needs of the people 
there.

The intention was for 
students to be thankful be-
fore leaving for the Thanks-
giving holiday.  They 
learned that the number one 
cause of death in Haiti is de-
hydration, the effects of di-
arrhea due to filthy drinking 
water. The students imme-
diately began plans to raise 
funds with a goal of $1,500.  
Some ideas were to have a 
dog walking service, bake 
sale and even shaving their 
heads; but they finally set-
tled on the idea of selling 
bracelets that say, “I Helped 

Cherry Creek students dream, believe, achieve”  
Haiti” and “Starfysh.org.”

In December, Audia’s 
students began research-
ing and learning more 
about Haiti. They also be-
gan teaching others in the 
community. The students 
learned about Litehouse 
Food’s commitment to 
helping Haiti and wrote let-
ters to request a partnership. 
Litehouse agreed to pur-
chase the bracelets so that 
the profits from the fund-
raiser would all go to help 
Haiti. Litehouse also agreed 
to donate $250 toward the 
students’ goal of $1,500.

With bracelets on order, 
Audia turned the students 
dream into a learning expe-
rience using a format called 
“Project Based Learning.” 
The students’ experiences 
are authentic and for a pur-
pose. Some of the tasks in-
clude things like research 
fact-finders, bulletin board 
design, posters/advertis-
ers, assembly presentation 
speakers, picketing cap-
tains, sales team, account-

ing, biosand filter dem-
onstrations, videography, 
news writer, audio/visual 
technician and more.  

Students learned about 
a variety of government 
structures, the value of de-
mocracy, writing to com-
municate an opinion and 
writing to communicate 
research; they have ob-
served microorganisms and 
learned of the dangers that 
lie within untreated water. 
Students also are seeing the 
framework of how a small 
business operates on a sim-
plified scale.

The sale began on Jan-
uary 4 and runs for five 
straight Wednesdays (called 
“Help Haiti Wednesdays”) 
during the school lunch peri-
od, 11:45-12:45. A new col-
or bracelet is available each 
week. Community members 
are welcome to stop in dur-
ing the sale and purchase 
bracelets, $1 each, or mail 
a donation to 12675 Forman 
Rd., Attn: Mr. Audia with 
checks payable to Lowell 
Area Schools or Starfysh.
org

All of the funds raised 
go directly to the purchase 
of residential biosand wa-
ter filters, manufactured lo-
cally by Cascade Engineer-
ing. Coincidentally, a local 
team is going to Haiti next 
month to install the filters. 
The team consists mostly of 
Lowell residents and some 
of the members have spoken 
to Audia’s class to offer en-
couragement.  

The filters purchased by 
Cherry Creek Elementary 
will display a label on each 
unit indicating such. Vis-
it YouTube, keyword “Mr. 
Audia’s Class” or Starfysh.
org to learn more.
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Austin Buckius Collin Johnson Amber Sturgeon

CALL 897-9261 TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY

thelowellledger.com
Check us out online ...

Make us your homepage!

business directory

 A BUSINESS  AD 
THIS SIZE ONLY

TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 897-9261

BILL WHEELER

MICHIGAN

103 Riverside Dr. 
Lowell, Michigan 

49331
616-897-7711

209 E. Main St.
Lowell, MI  49331

RICH CURTIS
(616) 897-5686

In-Home Appliance Repair

Call today to reserve your space at our next free 
Asset Protection and Estate Planning Workshop. 

Call today for your free consultation.

597 Ada Dr., Ste D, Ada
(Conveniently located next to The Schnitz)

•••
Make the most of yourself , 

for that is al l  there is of you.
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 -  1882)

In conjunction with 
the LHS Academic Boost-
ers, Lowell High School 

LHS January Students of the Month
has announced that Katie 
Bush, ninth grade; and Alee-
sha DenBraven, 12th grade; 

are the Lowell High School 
(LHS) January Students of 
the Month.  

In order to be eligi-
ble for this honor a student 
must be nominated by a de-
partment. All the nomina-
tion forms for the month are 
then reviewed and voted on 
at the monthly department 
chair meeting. Students are 
selected based on academic 
achievement, character and 
work ethic. There are 1200 
students eligible for nomi-
nation, so this is quite an 
accomplishment for Bush and DenBraven. The stu-

dents receive a $20 movie 
gift card and a certificate. 

Bush was nominated by 
the world language depart-
ment and they write, "Katie 
has a great deal of enthusi-
asm, volunteering for activi-
ties, engaged in each les-
son and is helpful to those 
around her. Katie is a posi-
tive influence in my Spanish 
II class and her enthusiasm 
is contagious. She is always 
on task and has her home-
work done."

  The English depart-
ment nominated DenBraven 

and they write, "The mar-
velous thing about Aleesha 
is her unobtrusively capable 
nature. She does not need 
constant attention. She does 
not expect standing ova-
tions. She is simply good at 
being good. Aleesha is all 
we hope our students and 
graduates [to] become, capa-
ble, giving, poised, devoted, 
talented, responsible, unas-
suming, and motivated."

In addition, Lowell 
High School had three stu-
dents named Students of the 
Month for December 2011 at 
Kent Career/Technical Cen-

ter. They were Austin Buck-
ius, who is in the heating/
cooling/refrigera-tion pro-
gram; Collin Johnson, who 
is in the graphic design pro-
gram; and Amber Sturgeon, 
who is in the health careers 
program. 

 This program is made 
possible by the support of 
the LHS Academic Boost-
ers, who support the high 
school in many ways. If you 
are interested in helping 
support the LHS Academic 
Boosters you may call Ja-
nine Mork at 897-5671.

Aleesha DenBravenKatie Bush

LMS Students of the Month
For the month of Janu-

ary, the following students 
were chosen as Lowell 
Middle School (LMS) Stu-
dents of the Month by LMS 
teachers. The students are 
Kelsey Emmanuel and Brett 
Maxim, eighth grade; Me-
gan Ritchie and Nick Truba, 
seventh grade; and Alexis 
Higley and Bailey Vander-
mark, sixth grade. 

Students were chosen 
for demonstrating the qual-
ities of good leadership, 
good citizenship and good 
academics. 

Pictured, from left to right: Alexis Higley, Bailey 
Vandermark, Kelsey Emmanuel, Nick Truba, and 
Megan Ritchie.  Missing from photo: Brett Maxim.
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By Shelly MacNaughton

viewpoint

business directory
outdoors

Dave Stegehuisroyalty

to the	 editor

110 Years Ago
The Lowell Journal

February 6, 1902
Congregational:
Ten new members were added to the church last 

Sunday.
The pastor has gone to the Upper Peninsula on 

a brief business trip and his brother, Dr. Morris of 
Belding, will occupy the pulpit next Sunday.

Methodist:
The juniors enjoyed the meeting last Sunday. Mr. 

English knows how to interest and instruct the boys 
and girls. An interesting object lesson is promised for 
next Sunday.

 

100 Years Ago
The Lowell Ledger
February 1, 1912

Headline: Secret Is Out
Cards were issued yesterday announcing the 

marriage of Mrs. Frances Doyle to Dale Morgan, the 
ceremony having taken place Nov. 29 in Windsor, 
Ontario. The announcement is a complete surprise to 
their many friends and to the public in general.

Mr. and Mrs. Morgan left yesterday morning at 
10:15 by way of the Pere Marquette, their destination 
unknown. After a week’s honeymoon, they expect to 
return and make their home in Lowell.

 

75 Years Ago
The Lowell Ledger and Alto Solo

January 28, 1937
The people of Lowell have responded nobly this 

week by raising upwards of four hundred dollars to 
be used by the American Red Cross for the relief of 
victims of the worst flood ever experienced in the 
nation’s history. The awful disaster has made a million 
people homeless throughout a dozen states lying in 
the valley of the Ohio River and its tributaries. The 
property damage has already reached hundreds of 
millions of dollars and to make the picture worse, flood 
authorities declare that the high stage of the flood will 
not be reached yet for two weeks.

 

50 Years Ago
The Lowell Ledger
February 1, 1962

William Christiansen announced this week that 
he has sold the Christiansen Drug Co. to Dean L. 
Manigold and Mitchell F. Wieczorek, both registered 
pharmacists, who have formed a corporation with 
equal interests to operate the store as Christiansen 
Drug Co. They will take over the operation on 
Wednesday, February 7.

Manigold has been a pharmacist at Christiansen’s 
for the past four and one-half years, coming here 
after working in Jackson, Cadillac, Lansing and Lake 
Odessa over a period of eight years.

Wieczorek is a native of Detroit where he has 
grown up in the drug business. His father still operates 
a store there. He plans to move to Lowell with his wife 
Ruth and three children in June.

 

25 Years Ago
The Grand Valley Ledger

February 4, 1987
Headline: Quada resigns his position as city 

manager
“It is with deep regret that I submit to you my 

resignation from the position of city manager,” Ray 
Quada told the members of the Lowell City Council 
at their regular meeting of Monday, February 2. If the 
councilmen didn’t appear as shocked as one might 
expect, it was because Quada had telephoned them 
each individually on Sunday to break the news. 
Quada had his family in attendance as he read from 
a prepared statement explaining his decision to take 
a position as vice president of Operations Control of 
Wendy’s of West Michigan and as general manager 
of Equity Interest, Inc. The investment firm owns and 
operates 35 Wendy’s restaurants and five apartment 
complexes in West Michigan.

To the Editor,
I assure you that my 

message in Sound Off was 
not a prank. I hope you ac-
cept my apology for taking 
the heat from Luke Skywalk-
er’s friend. I really wanted 
people to be so thankful for 
the kindness others give.

Louise

Editor’s note: “Lou-
ise” goes on in her letter to 
explain that both she and her 
friend have had some trying 
times and that they use these 

pseudonyms to “brighten 
their days.” For privacy 
reasons, she does not want 
to reveal their real names. 
Thank you Louise for writ-
ing and thereby reassuring 
our readers that I was not 
a victim of a prank. And if 
you change your mind, we 
would still love to do a story 
about whatever way you de-
cide to pay back your friend. 
I find this kind of loyalty and 
appreciation shown toward 
a good friend wonderfully 
refreshing to see.

Dear Editor,
Headline in Jan. 25 

Lowell Ledger - City will 
have more parking space, 
manager spearheads Vi-
sion group. I believe the 
headline should have been 
“DDA continues spend-
ing spree while city has a 
$140,000 budget deficit.”

The facts are that the 
downtown area had more 
retailers but less parking 
area 60 years ago. Now the 
downtown area has more 
parking area and consider-
able fewer retailers. But the 
DDA continues to spend 
more on parking area and 

projects like a new amphi-
theater. Those tax dollars 
could have been used to 
help out with the city bud-
get deficit. Those tax dollars 
could have been used to give 
city employees a cost of liv-
ing wage raise. It seems that 
all we read about is what the 
DDA is spending on or the 
vision of the community.

What is up with Low-
ell’s city manager spear-
heading a vision group? 
Doesn’t he have enough 
on his plate to begin with? 
What this city needs is a city 
council and city manager 
that gets directly to the prob-
lems of the day. And those 

problems are the city budget 
deficit, city employees and 
how to give them a cost of 
living wage raise, establish-
ing and financing an equip-
ment fund and an energetic 
road replacement plan. The 
money is there, it’s just not 
being spent wisely. It’s time 
for a long and overdue dis-
cussion on the single larg-

est cost to the city budget. 
It’s time for the city council 
and the city manager to put 
aside dreamland and visions 
of the future and take care of 
the city’s pressing problems.

Sincerely,
Jim Howard

Lowell

louise writes to the ledger

regarding city parking

To the Lowell Ledger,
I’m enclosing my pay-

ment for a year’s subscrip-
tion to the paper. I’m also 
enclosing information for 
the “Looking Back Through 
the Ledger” column.

I attended Lowell High 
School, graduated in 1939 
- before we had buses for 
rural students. We usually 
rode with an older neighbor 
student who could drive! I 
was one who couldn’t drive 
and often had to wait for my 
driver - quite a group of us 
would wait at Hartman’s 
Store on Main Street; Bill 
and Laura Hartman seemed 
to welcome us! They bought 
and sold used school books 

and I think were classified 
as a drugstore. They were 
in the same block as Gee’s 
Hardware, Weekes Dry 
Goods and Ladies Wear and 
Coons’ Men Store.

I am now 90-years-old. 
My mother wrote for the 
Ledger, a “news” column 
called “Seeley’s Corner” - 
local “gossip” - who visit-
ed who, etc. So few people 
remember Lowell as it was 
back then - but being a farm 
girl, it was “going to town” 
for groceries and for cloth-
ing - what wasn’t produced 
on the farm or homemade!

Sybil Reynolds Robertson
Lowell

remembering lowell

In most countries 
around the world, living a 
hunting and fishing lifestyle 
requires a large amount of 
luck. That is, one must be 
born into the right family 
or have the correct political 
affiliation to gain the privi-
lege of owning a firearm 
and being able to hunt game 
or even go fishing. In this 
country it is just a matter of 
purchasing a license and fol-
lowing a few regulations.

Michigan offers more 
opportunities than all but 
a few other states. One can 
access thousands of acres of 
public land and hundreds of 
miles of streams and count-
less lakes to pursue outdoor 
activities of all kinds in ad-
dition to hunting and fish-
ing. Federal and state gov-
ernments acquired these 
properties by default or pur-
chases over the years. The 
accusation and development 
of natural areas continues 
today.

It would seem that un-
der current economic condi-
tions, government agencies 
would not have funds avail-
able for these projects. As 

we speak, the Department of 
Natural Resources is buying 
2,354 acres of land along 
the Menominee River in the 
Upper Peninsula on the Wis-
consin border. The acquisi-
tion provides access for ex-
pert paddlers who think they 
can handle the challenging 
stretches of white water. 
With the cooperation be-
tween the states of Wiscon-
sin and Michigan, the public 
will have thousands of acres 
in the region to explore and 
pursue a number of different 
recreational activities.

This is only one proj-
ect that is proposed for this 
year. Local government 
units that have their pro-
posals accepted will receive 
millions of dollars for rec-
reational development proj-
ects. The major support for 
these proposals comes from 
the Michigan Natural Re-
sources Trust Fund which 
derives funds from royal-
ties on the sale and lease of 
state owned mineral rights, 
such as gas and oil wells 

Outdoors, 
continued, page 7
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CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
(Assembly of God)

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery
Robert Holmes, Pastor

SUNDAYS:
Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m.

“The Source” Youth: 7:00 p.m.

2275 West Main Street  • 897-7168
Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org

Rev. Jon Pickens
Rev. W. Lee Taylor & Pastor Phil Severn
Sun. Worship Service..........................9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Sunday School Hour/ABF’s...................................11:00 A.M.
AWANA 6-8/Youth Ministry............................Wed. 6:15 P.M.

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell

9:45 A.M. .....................Sunday School
10:30 A.M............................Fellowship
11:00 A.M.................................Worship

Nursery & Children 
Worship Programs Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service..............Sunday -10:00 A.M.
(Nursery available)

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Rod Galindo
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship................10:00 A. M.
Sunday School....................11:20 A.M.
Evening Worship...................6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

402 Amity St. • 897-9820
www.stmary-lowell.com

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 9:30 AM
Saturday confessions: 4-4:45 PM

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:00 AM - 8 PM
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS - CALL PETE WIGGINS  897-7915

SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 393, EWTN FOR 24 HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING

201 N. Washington
Lowell, MI • 897-8800

Pastor Wes Hershberger
Sundays - Christian Education.........9:15 a.m.
Celebration.....................................10:40 a.m.
 Wednesdays - Kid’s Service, Teen’s Service, 
Adult Bible Study..............................7:00 p.m.

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

621 E. Main Street • 897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

Worship......... 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School.....................9:30
Youth Groups (Jr. & Sr. High)..........6:00
Wednesdays 
After School Kids’ Club.... UNTIL 5:30

Rev. Rick Blunt

Barrier-free entrance

churchesarea

area
	 births

anniversary

engagements

happy 
birthday!

WHY?????
Would anyone take

their old coins, stamps, 
pocket watches, and 

gold and silver jewelry 
to a business that 
does not display

this Better Business 
Bureau logo?

218 West Main St. • Lowell, MI 49331-1608
616-821-9232

Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.

Collector’s Korner L.L.C.

TO:  All of my customers whom I have come to
 treasure as the friends that they are.

On the 4th of November, I took up your time tell-
ing you that I was going to have to move, and that 
was an error on my part. 

Since that time, I have been able to resolve that 
issue, and I will be staying in the same location as 
before for the foreseeable future. I will still pay the 
most for your coins, stamps, gold & silver jewelry 
& pocket watches.

Ergo, the advertisements in the phone books and 
newspapers will still be accurate.

Thank you for your patience with me.

Come and see us. We are accredited by 
the Better Business Bureau, and we do 

display this logo.

Hall for rent 
with kitchen
SEATS 150

Located 
at the 

fairgrounds
www.kcfg.org
Call 897-6050

FEBRUARY 1
Lila Grummet, Chris 

Vezino, Ryan Teelander, 
Sommer Mercer, J. 
Johnson, Monica Burtt, 
Ryan Peel.

FEBRUARY 2
Marie Wade, Sarah 

Baker.

FEBRUARY 3
Dale Phillips, Clarice 

Poisson, Sana Bryant, 
Cassandra Thomas, Chris 
Dennie, Olivia Dennie, 
Jon Jacobs.

FEBRUARY 4
Jo Hill, Kelsey 

Scheider, Alan Lally.

FEBRUARY 5
Ann Mulder, Kenneth 

Gregersen Sr., Colleen 
Myers, Mandy Schneider, 
Mike Conklin.

FEBRUARY 6
Donna Oesch, Reed 

Stormzand, Norm 
Johnson, Angie Blough.

FEBRUARY 7
Margaret Peckham, 

Gordie Barry, Peggy 
Covert.

Nicole Everitt and Craig Loetz will exchange wedding 
vows on March 31, 2012. The Lowell couple are the chil-
dren of Sue Everitt of Lowell and Rick and Cathy Loetz of 
Alto.

Ryan and Amy Meiss-
ner of Allendale welcomed 
their son Jack Thomas on 
Dec. 8. He weighed 9 lbs. 
3oz. and measured 21 inch-
es.

Proud grandparents are 
Tim and Linda Aksamitows-

Everitt and Loetz

Craig Loetz and Nicole Everitt

Jack Thomas Meissner

Meissner

ki of Wyoming, formerly 
of Lowell and Jim Meiss-
ner of Grand Rapids and the 
late Linda Meissner; great-
grandparents are Chet and 
Val Aksamitowski of Wyo-
ming.

Knights of Columbus 
Council 7719 of Lowell has 
earned the distinction of Star 
Council, one of the orga-
nization’s top awards. The 

organization’s headquar-
ters, located in New Hav-
en, Connecticut, made the 
announcement. The award 
recognizes overall excel-

lence in the areas of mem-
bership recruitment and re-
tention, promotion of the 
fraternal insurance program 
and sponsorship of several 
service-oriented activities. 
The award was presented to 
the membership by district 
deputy Larry Adams.

In announcing the lo-
cal winner of the Star Coun-
cil award, Carl A. Ander-
son, chief executive officer 
of the organization said, 
“Please accept my sincere 
congratulations upon attain-
ing this prestigious award. 
Your dedication to the Or-
der is seen in the high stan-
dard of excellence you have 
achieved. At the same time, 
I encourage you to carry for-

ward this enthusiasm to meet 
the challenges that will face 
the Knights of Columbus in 
the years ahead. May this 
award be a reminder and an 
inspiration to the members 
of your council to continue 
to promote the ideals of Co-
lumbianism for the good of 
the church, your community 
and the Order”

“Receiving the Star 
Council award is quite an 
honor for us. We are ex-
tremely proud of this accom-
plishment. Our councilmem-
bers are always happy to 
give back to the communi-
ty and the church – we love 
what we do,” proclaimed 
Dave Emmette, head of the 
local council.

Knights of Columbus council receives award

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 

8 am - 5 pm
Friday: 

8 am - 2 pm
Closed Sat. & Sun.

thelowellledger.com

897-9261
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volunteering opportunities

lend a hand

college news

HEALTH
With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 

Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

health

frozen shoulder

11535 Fulton East • Lowell
616.897.8260

www.fromlowell .org

BUY 1 -GET 1
FREE!*

*of equal or lesser value - excludes furniture

OFFER VALID 
FRIDAY NIGHTS IN 

FEBRUARY 6-8 PM ONLY

FROM THRIFT SHOP

please bring this coupon

All of your donated items are resold to help 
support those in need in the greater Lowell area.

Will your
money
retire before
you do?

The sooner you start investing, the 
more likely you are to reach your 
long-term goals. Ask me about 
State Farm Mutual Funds®. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

10
01

37
7

AP
20

11
/0

1/
00

80

Before investing, consider the funds’ investment objectives,  
risks, charges and expenses. Contact State Farm VP Management 
Corp (1-800-447-4930) for a prospectus containing this and other 
information. Read it carefully. Securities, insurance and annuity 
products are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by State Farm 
Bank and are subject to investment risk, including possible loss 

of principal. Investing involves risk, including potential for loss. 

Deborah A Wilks
Registered Representative

Bus: 616-897-9237

Ringing in the new year means 
different things to people. For 
some, there are traditions, parties, 
resolutions and new beginnings. 
For several of the residents at Lau-
rels of Kent, New Years Eve is just 
another night, but when asked to 
reflect on celebrations of past, some 
were quick to recall and share their 
most memorable holiday.

Resident, Genevieve Gordon 
remembered a very special New 
Years spent in Hawaii. “We weren’t 
at a party or anything like that, but 
actually, on our way to the airport 
to return home,” she says. “It was 
very busy, with cars bumper-to-
bumper, and people were yelling 
out and running up to cars wishing 
everyone happiness in the upcom-
ing year. There was such a euphoria 
in the air!” she remembers. “The 
whole experience made such an im-
pression on me because there was 
an overall feeling of love & elec-
tricity between everyone.”

Mr. Andy Anderson, from Lowell 
and now residing at Laurels, re-
members a romantic evening with 
his wife, and her memory stirs a 
feeling of joy. “We went to DeVos 
Hall for a nice dinner and dancing. 
She was always so much fun to be 
with,” he says with emotion. “My 
wife was loved by many people be-
cause she was a good person. She 
always put others first, especially 
me. When we got home that New 
Years Eve, I didn’t want the eve-
ning to end, so we danced some 
more in our living room.”

On a less romantic note, Betty 
Hamp, also from Lowell, quickly 
remembered a New Years tradition 
that she and her husband made sure 
to do every December 31st. “It all 
started with my husband’s parents, 
and it may go back before then, 
but to prevent ourselves from go-
ing broke in the upcoming year, we 

would wrap Herring,” she giggles 
and explains, “Each of us would 
wrap a cabbage leaf around a piece 
of Herring, then put a dime in the 
center and place the rolls in a sealed 
jar.” Asked if they did this every 
year, she replied, “Yes, without fail. 
Because we never went broke, we 
didn’t want to risk ever skipping a 
year. We just kept jamming them in 
the jar!” To which one wonders how 
they handled opening that jar year 
after year.

Longtime Lowell resident, Jan 
Kropf, recalls an adventurous New 
Year when she and her husband, 
Bob, along with another couple, 
would take off on their snowmo-
biles near Murray Lake. “We’d 
make a day and night of it, riding 
on my in-law’s property. Then we’d 
find a spot in the woods, build a 
campfire an hour or so before mid-
night and roast hotdogs. It was so 
much fun.” she laughs. When asked 
if that was all they had, she smiled 
and said, “Well, one of the guys 
would pull out a flask to ring in the 
New Year.”

But for another Lowellian, the 
most memorable celebration was 
all about resolutions. Dick Huver 
clearly remembers the New Years 
Eve of 1970, when he and his wife 
went to a party at a friend’s new 
home. “There were several couples 
there, and we had a great time cel-
ebrating their beautiful home, our 
friendships and good fortune. And 
that means, I did my share of ‘toast-
ing,” he laughs and continues, “my 
wife drove us home, and when she 
left to take the babysitter home, it 
was ‘all over but the cryin’. I don’t 
remember much after that except 
one thing...that was the night I quit 
smoking,” he says proudly.

Yes, New Years Eve is still, and 
will always be, a time of resolutions 
and new beginnings, traditions, ap-
preciation and possible romance, 
but let’s all hope it is not a time of 
“going broke,” even if we do opt to 
skip the Herring.

drilled on public land. The 
state constitution protects 
this fund from raids against 
other interests, so it can’t 
be used for pensions or pot-
holes. Because recreational 
spending is a huge part of 
Michigan’s economy, the 
development of these proj-
ects greatly benefits local 
businesses and increases tax 
revenue for the state.

Michigan affords vast 
recreational opportunities 
for its’ citizens and visitors. 

My family tree is document-
ed back to 1650 and I can’t 
find any connection to roy-
alty, but in Michigan I can 
still hunt like a prince. In 
America, we have a huge 
country estate at our dispos-
al, so don’t take it for grant-
ed. At a time when it seems 
a lot of things in the world 
are going bad, the opportu-
nity to get out and enjoy an 
outdoor lifestyle at home is 
getting better.

Outdoors,continued

Frozen shoulder is 
a condition where the 
capsule surrounding the 
shoulder joint becomes 
tight and thickened. Most 
of the time this develops 
after an acute injury to the 
shoulder which causes one 
to decrease use of the area. 
Then the shoulder range of 
motion gradually decreases. 
Pain begins again as the 
shoulder is used and soon 
a chronic ache sets in. 
Raising the arm, reaching 
back to scratch or reaching 
across to the other shoulder 
become impossible.

Risk increases with 
age and injuries, such as 

rotator cuff injury, broken 
arm, stroke or recovery 
from surgery. Other diseases 
like diabetes, Parkinson’s 
and thyroid disorders also 
increase risk.

Treatment often begins 
with physical therapy 
and anti-inflammatory 
medication. If that fails, 
steroid injections can help 
and less often surgical 
procedures are used to free 
up the joint.

The best way to prevent 
frozen shoulder is to begin 
range of motion exercises 
as soon as possible after an 
injury and prevent prolonged 
immobilization.

Ian Blodger, a junior 
philosophy and English ma-
jor at Hillsdale College, was 
named to the dean’s list for 
the 2011 fall semester. He 
is the son of Mark and Kar-
en Blodger of Lowell and 
a 2009 graduate of Lowell 
High School.

Ian Woodworth, of Ada, 
was named to the dean’s 
list for summer semester 
at Baldwin-Wallace Col-
lege. Students who receive 
at least a 3.6 GPA for sev-
en or more graded hours in 
a single semester are named 
to the dean’s list.

The spelling bee held 
on Jan. 20 was won by sixth 
grader Maggie Camp (first 
place) and eighth grader 
Kristina Samson (runner-
up). Both will continue the 
contest in a Grand Rapids 
area district tournament in 

St. Patrick School 
spelling bee winners

a few weeks. Pat Firlik, St. 
Patrick School alumni par-
ent and parishioner, donated 
his time and talent to be offi-
cial pronouncer; Barb Vezi-
no organized the bee and 
Nikki Kevic and Deb Russo 
were official judges.

Pictured are, front row, left to right: 
runner-up Kristina Samson and first place 
winner, Maggie Camp; second row, left to 
right, principal Scott Czarnopys and bee 
pronouncer, Pat Firlik.

The Literacy Center of 
West Michigan has sched-
uled an information session 
on Wednesday, February 8, 
2012, for prospective vol-
unteer tutors. This session 
is held at 6:30 pm and lasts 
one hour. It allows persons 
interested in becoming vol-
unteer tutors to find out 
more about the center and 
its literacy programs. At the 
end of the session, there will 
be an opportunity to sign up 
for tutor training.

The Literacy Center of 
W. Michigan is a nonprofit, 
United Way agency devot-
ed to reducing illiteracy in 
our community. Based on 
1990 census figures, at least 

19,000 adults in Kent Coun-
ty cannot read at a functional 
level. At least 6,000 adults 
cannot speak or understand 
English well. By training 
people to be tutors, the center 
can offer one-on-one reading 
help to adults asking for as-
sistance in reading or Eng-
lish as a Second Language 
(ESL). You do not need to 
speak another language to 
tutor ESL.

The information session 
will be held at the Literacy 
Center of West Michigan, lo-
cated at 1120 Monroe Ave., 
NW, Suite 240, Grand Rap-
ids, MI. Please call us at 459-
5151 (ext. 10) to register.

w w w
thelowell ledger.com

Check us out online ...

Christopher C. Godbold

financial
focus $

It’s Super Bowl time 
again. And whether you’re 
a sports fan or not, you can 
probably learn something 
from the Super Bowl teams 
that you can apply to other 
endeavors — such as invest-
ing. 

What might these les-
sons be? Take a look:

Investors can learn 
much from Super Bowl teams

•	 Pick players care-
fully. Super Bowl teams 
don’t usually get there out 
of luck; they’ve made it in 
part because they have care-
fully chosen their players. 
And to potentially achieve 
success as an investor, you, 

Financial Focus, 
continued, page 8
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Financial Focus, continued
too, need carefully chosen 
“players” — investments 
that are chosen for your in-
dividual situation. 

•	 Choose a diver-
sified mix of players. Not 
only do Super Bowl teams 
have good players, but they 
have good ones at many dif-
ferent positions — and these 
players tend to play well to-
gether. As an investor, you 
should own a variety of in-
vestments with different ca-
pabilities — such as stocks 
for growth and bonds for in-
come — and your various 
investments should comple-
ment, rather than duplicate, 
one another. Strive to build 

a diversified portfolio con-
taining investments appro-
priate for your situation, 
such as stocks, bonds, gov-
ernment securities, certifi-
cates of deposit (CDs) and 
other vehicles. Diversifying 
your holdings may help re-
duce the effects of market 
volatility. (Keep in mind, 
though, that diversification, 
by itself, can’t guarantee 
a profit or protect against 
loss.)

•	 Follow a “game 
plan.” Super Bowl teams 
are skilled at creating game 
plans designed to maximize 
their own strengths and ex-
ploit their opponents’ weak-

nesses. When you invest, 
you also can benefit from a 
game plan — a strategy to 
help you work toward your 
goals. This strategy may in-
corporate several elements, 
such as taking full advan-
tage of your Individual Re-
tirement Account (IRA) and 
your 401(k) or other em-
ployer-sponsored retirement 
plan, pursuing new invest-
ment opportunities as they 
arise and reviewing your 
portfolio regularly to make 
sure it’s still appropriate for 
your needs. 

•	 Stay dedicated to 
your goals. Virtually all Su-
per Bowl teams have had to 

overcome obstacles, such as 
injuries, bad weather and a 
tough schedule. But through 
persistence and a constant 
devotion to their ultimate 
goal, they persevere. As an 
investor, you’ll face some 
challenges, too, such as po-
litical and economic turmoil 
that can upset the financial 
markets. But if you own 
a diversified mix of qual-
ity investments and follow 
a long-term strategy that’s 
tailored to your objectives, 
time horizon and risk toler-
ance, you can keep moving 
forward, despite the “bumps 
in the road” that all investors 
face.

•	 Get good coach-
ing. Super Bowl teams typi-
cally are well-coached, with 
disciplined head coaches 
and innovative offensive 
and defensive coordina-
tors. When you’re trying 
to achieve many financial 
goals — such as a com-
fortable retirement, control 
over your investment taxes 
and a legacy to leave to your 
family — you, too, can ben-
efit from strong “coaching.” 
As your “head coach,” you 
might choose a financial 
professional — someone 
who can help you identify 
your goals and recommend 

an appropriate investment 
strategy to help you work 
toward them. And your fi-
nancial professional can 
coordinate activities with 
your other “coaches,” such 
as your tax and legal advi-
sors.	 Unless you’re a 
professional football play-
er, you won’t ever experi-
ence what it’s like to play 
in the Super Bowl. How-
ever, achieving your finan-
cial goals can be a fairly big 
event in your life — and to 
help work toward that point, 
you can take a few tips from 
the teams that have made it 
to the Big Game.  

	

Sen. Carl Levin

Tax loophole 
encourages 
financial games 
over job growth 

We have learned a 
lot in recent months and 
years about how special tax 
breaks and loopholes favor 
the privileged and powerful 
at the expense of Michigan’s 
and America’s middle class. 
As one of my first actions 
in the Senate this year I 
introduced a bill to close 
one of the most troubling of 
those loopholes.

The bill, the Closing 
the Derivatives Blended 
Rate Loophole Act, meets 
the twin tests of helping 
to reduce the deficit while 
promoting the interests of 

American families. It would 
put an end to a tax loophole 
that showers benefits on 
short-term traders of certain 
financial instruments, but 
does nothing to promote 
economic growth and raises 
the tax burden on American 
families.

Our tax code taxes 
what are known as “capital 
gains” – income from the 
sale of stocks, real estate 
or other assets – at a much 
lower rate than the tax 
on income such as your 
paycheck. But generally 
speaking, taxpayers are 

allowed to claim a lower 
long-term capital gains tax 
rate on earnings only if those 
earnings come from the sale 
of assets that they have held 
for more than a year. The 
reason is simple: we tax 
long-term capital gains at a 
lower rate because we want 
to encourage the long-term 
investment that helps our 
economy grow.

But under current tax law, 
traders in certain complex 
financial instruments called 
derivatives have managed to 
win themselves an exemption 
from the distinction between 
short-term and long-term 
capital gains. They can 
claim 60 percent of their 
income as long-term capital 
gains no matter how briefly 
they hold the asset. This 
“blended” tax rate applies if 
the trader holds the asset for 

11 months or 11 hours or 11 
seconds.

The details may be 
complex, but the bottom 
line is that this treatment 
bestows a big tax break on 
those who typically hold the 
covered derivatives for only 
a brief period. It encourages 
and rewards short-term 
speculation in complicated 
financial products and does 
little, if anything, to help our 
economy grow and create 
jobs. In fact, the increasing 
focus of our financial 
markets on short-term 
profit through trades that 
last just minutes or seconds 
threatens real damage to 
our economy. So we’re 
subsidizing activity that 
doesn’t help the economy, 
and could do harm, at the 
expense of middle-class 
taxpayers.

We lose significant tax 
revenue by allowing this tax 
break – a revenue loss that 
means we must either ask 
for more from American 
families or add to the deficit. 
What’s more, this misguided 
policy contributes to 
the basic unfairness that 
characterizes too much of 
our tax code by providing 
an unusual and unnecessary 
tax break to a small group of 
financial speculators.

The tax experts at the 
American Bar Association’s 
Tax Section wrote in 
December to the tax-writing 
committees of the House and 
Senate: “We are aware of 
no policy reason to provide 
preferential treatment for 
these gains and losses.”

Ending this loophole 
by passing the Closing the 

Derivatives Blended Rate 
Loophole Act would not 
solve all the problems in 
our tax code nor end our 
deficit dilemma. But it 
would be another important 
step toward a saner, 
fairer tax code. It would 
demonstrate that Congress 
shares the concerns of so 
many Americans that the 
tax system is too often 
stacked against the interests 
of working families and 
in favor of the privileged 
few. It would end a policy 
that encourages short-term 
speculation over long-term 
investment in growth. And 
it would provide a down 
payment on the revenue 
we need to restore if we’re 
to engage in serious deficit 
reduction and avoid slashing 
critical programs.

Put a 
Valentine Greeting 
in the Buyers Guide

       only $5!

Val en t i n e !
surprise your

With a picture $10

SAMPLE

20 words or less - $5 with picture $10
Call for prices if you would like to say more!

Must be paid in advance.

Greetings will appear 
in the February 12th edition 

of the Buyers Guide!

To the best grandma 
in the whole world,

Happy Valentine’s Day!
 - Love, 

Jon

To Sweet Louise,
Let’s rendezvous at our special 

hideaway on the 14th at 7!
 - Love, Luke 

CALL 616.897.9555
SAMPLE

SAMPLE

to order

To the one I love - 
I’d marry you all 

over again!
 - Love, Jacob
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SPORTS
Red Arrow

by Casey Cheney

The one-game week 
found the Lowell Red 
Arrow boys basketball team 
on the right end of a blow 
out on Friday as they beat 
Creston 75-53.

“We jumped out to a 
great start,” head coach 
Kyle Carhart said. “Justin 
Castro was great. He was 
very aggressive getting 
to the basket, getting 

Boys basketball tramples Creston, tough week ahead
some early steals and easy 
baskets. He really led us and 
got us going.”

Castro led the Arrows 
with 14 points, adding four 
assists and three steals in the 
game.

Big men Kyle Rogers 
and Alec Roerig had 10 
points, eight rebounds and 
nine points, seven rebounds, 
respectively.

Point guard Justin Castro defends against the struggling Creston of-
fense.

Carhart said, “Kyle and 
Al continued to lead us and 
really dominated the game 
on the interior. They got a lot 
of defensive stops for us and 
continued to lead our guys.”

“All seniors all stepped 
up and played very well for 
us,” he said, adding, “We did 
a good job of playing fast and 
getting really good shots.”

A major contributor to 
that was the ever-moving 
Blake Lyman, who finished 
the game with 11 points and 
three assists.

“Blake was also really 
good. He can score in 
bunches but also made some 
really good decisions with the 
ball and put his teammates 
in positions to be successful 
with his aggressiveness,” 
Carhart said.

On the offensive side, 
Carhart said his boys did 
well with protecting the 
ball and limiting turnovers, 
a must against teams like 
Creston.

He said, “They pressure 
the basketball and really try 
to turn you over. Our guards 
were pretty good all night.”

Defensively, however, 
he saw some holes.

“Our defense was good 
in stretches but we will have 
to sure up some mistakes if 
we want to be successful 
against Grand Rapids 

Austin Lemke sends away a Creston shot 
during the Friday night blowout.

by Casey Cheney

Getting their fourth win 
of the season, and by the 
widest margin, the Lowell 
Red Arrow girls' basketball 
team defeated the Creston 
Polar Bears 52-23 on Friday.

Head coach Kevin 
Brechting said, “We were 
very balanced in our scoring. 
with Lauren Kurtz leading 

Girls basketball dominates Creston, faces league rivals

Christian and East Grand 
Rapids on the road this 
week,” Carhart said.

Jake Boelens also 
scored in the double digits 
on Friday with 10 points, 

tallying three rebounds as 
well.

Amber Martin drives the ball past two Polar Bears in Friday’s game 
against Creston.Stephanie Stevens looks for an open teammate against Creston.

the way with 14 points. 
The key to the victory was 
pushing the ball and hitting 
open shots.”

Brechting did critique 
the number of missed lay 
ups in the game, but said his 
team’s staunch defense gave 
them a continuous edge.

“Playing good defense 

and holding them scoreless 
in the third quarter made up 
for it,” Brechting said. 

Brechting said that 
defense will be tested this 
week as they face two 
league leaders on the road in 
Grand Rapids Christian and 
East Grand Rapids. 
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Check us out online ...Week of 

Feb. 6, 2012

LUNCH MENU

 Hot ham & cheese 
on a whole grain bagel, 
baked sweet potato fries, 
pears, milk.

Turkey taco salad 
w/tortilla shell rounds, 
black beans, peaches, 
milk.

 Baked breaded fish 
sticks w/cheesy macaroni 
& whole grain dinner roll, 
cucumber coins w/low fat 
ranch, fresh apple, milk.

Whole grain mini 
chicken corn dogs w/whole 
grain breadstick, steamed 
broccoli w/cheese 
sprinkled on top, orange 
smiles, milk.

Sweet & sour chicken 
w/brown rice, celery sticks 
w/light ranch dip, 
pineapple, milk.

OFFER GOOD THROUGH FEBRUARY 11, 2012  
WITH THIS COUPON 

AND VALID LOWELL STUDENT ID

All of your donated items are resold to help 
support those in need in the greater Lowell area.

BUY 1 -GET 1
FREE!*

*of equal or lesser value - excludes furniture

ATTENTION! 
LOWELL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS!

Spirit Week Sale!

11535 Fulton East • Lowell
616.897.8260

www.fromlowell .org

SPORTS
Red Arrow

potlight  SPlayer
This Weeks’ Athlete:	 Jason Malling
Team:  Lowell Boys’ Varsity Basketball  
Position:  Point Guard
Grade:  Junior 

Do you play any other sports?
“Baseball, but I'm not 

doing baseball right now.”

When did you start playing 
organized basketball?

“Probably fourth grade.”

Why did you start playing?
“My dad played and my brothers and 

sister played.”

Why did you stick with it?
“I have a good time playing it. 

It's a lot of fun.”

How long have 
you been a starter?

“I started last year. I've been on 
varsity two years.”

Any hopes to play in college?
“I would like to but I 
don't know if I can.”

If you had to choose, 
would you pick 

basketball or baseball?
“I would definitely choose basketball.”

Why?
“Baseball's slower I guess. 

It gets kind of boring sometimes.
 And I don't like playing in the cold.”

What part of the 
game do you like most?

“I would definitely say [scoring] points.”

Who would you say 
you're most like, Steve Nash, 

Allen Iverson before he sucked, 
Chris Paul or an 

American Tony Parker?
“I'd say Chris Paul.”

•••
Push yourself  again and again. 

Don’t  give an inch unti l  the f inal 
buzzer sounds.

~ Larry Bird

SPORTS • SPORTS • SPORTS
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  - GYMNASTICS

The Lowell gymnastics' 
team celebrated its first 
conference win during one 
of its busiest weeks of the 
season. They beat East 
Kentwood 126.75 to 117.80.

Head coach Michele 
DeHaan said, “There were 
uncharacteristic falls for 
three of our girls on the bars 
tonight.”

Lowell's top scorer on 
bars, Kaezi Bladey, had a 
great bar routine.

“She kept her routine 
moving and had very nice 
lines,” DeHaan said. 

I think having four 
meets in the last eight days 
is taking a toll on the team."

DeHaan said she looks 
forward to slowing down 
and having time to refocus 
and regroup.

“We have had more 
competitions lately than 
practice and that makes it 
hard to make any changes 
that are needed,” she said.

Danielle Krajewski 
and Colleen Cater posted 
personal best scores on beam 
against East Kentwood, both 
sticking their routines with 
no falls. Lauren DeHaan and 
Meghan Plutschouw posted 
personal best scores on floor.

The team went on to 
lose to Kenowa Hills 127.45 
to 137.10.

“Rough meet tonight,” 
DeHaan said. “This was our 
fifth meet in the last 10 days.
The girls are tired and we 
can’t wait until next week 
when we have no meets all 
week. The girls need time 
to rest and refocus. With 
having meet after meet 
after meet, we have had no 
practice time to fix mistakes 
in routines. It’s very hard on 
the girls having this many 
meets in a row.”

The girls finished off 
their long week with a sixth 
place finish at the Kenowa 
Hills Invitational. They 
boasted their best team score 
of the season – 131.80.

“This was obviously 
our best overall meet yet 
this season,” DeHaan said. 
“They hit my goal of the 
team scoring 130 this year. 
We have had such a rough 
two weeks with having 
sixmeets and very little 
practice and for them to 
finish this meet on such a 
high note, the determination 
and perseverance they 
displayed makes me so 
proud to be their coach.”

The team had its highest 
scores this year on vault and 

Gymnastics gets first conference win

a personal best for every 
single girl.

Lauren DeHaan scored 
a 9.0, making her the first 
gymnast from Lowell to 
score a 9.0 in the last two 
years on any event,

DeHaan said, “You will 
be seeing many nines in the 
near future from many girls 
on this talented team! I can’t 
wait for that to happen.”

Kaezi Bladey had a 
personal best bar routine. 

She added a release move 
and some more difficult new 
tricks and cleaned up her old 
tricks.

Abby Rogalke shone 
on floor with a personal 
best score. She added a half 
twist in her layout in her first 
tumbling pass, so that added 
difficulty helped raise her 
score.

“This week we now will 
have the time to go over lots 

SPORTS
Red Arrow

SCORES
Individual qualifiers:
Vault 7.9
Morgan Taylor
Emily Judd
Colleen Cater
Meghan Plutschouw
Jorie Bennett
Abby Rogalke

Bars 6.8
Morgan Taylor
Emily Judd
Meghan Plutschouw
Bailey Roberts
Abby Rogalke

Beam 7.5
Danielle Krajewski
Kaylee Wold

Floor 8.0
Meghan Plutschouw
Abby Rogalke

Qualified All Around 
(on all four events)
Lauren DeHaan
Bethany Kaczanowski
Kaezi Bladey

Lowell 126.75
East Kentwood 117.80
Vault
Meghan Plutschouw 8.7
Lauren DeHaan 8.65
Emily Judd 8.55
Morgan Taylor 8.55

Bars
Kaezi Bladey 7.85
Lauren DeHaan 7.2
Bethany Kaczanowski 
7.1
Morgan Taylor 7.0

Beam
Bethany Kaczanowski 
7.7
Colleen Cater 7.625
Danielle Krajewski 7.525
Emily Judd 7.15

Floor
Lauren DeHaan 8.4
Meghan Plutschouw 8.3
Bethany Kaczanowski 
8.25
Kaezi Bladey 8.2

Lowell 127.45
Kenowa Hills 137.10
Vault
Meghan Plutschouw 8.6
Abby Rogalke 8.50
Lauren DeHaan 8.45
Colleen Cater 8.45

Bars
Kaezi Bladey 7.85
Bailey Roberts 7.85
Lauren DeHaan 7.15
Bethany Kaczanowski 
7.075

Beam
Danielle Krajewski 7.8
Abby Rogalke 7.55
Meghan Plutschouw 7.55
Colleen Cater 7.175

Floor
Meghan Plutschouw 8.55
Lauren DeHaan 8.5
Kaezi Bladey 8.4
Colleen Cater 8.0

Kenowa Hills Invite
A team - finished 6th 
overall – 131.80

Vault
Lauren DeHaan 9.0-----
tied for 5th place
Meghan Plutschouw 8.9 - 
tied for 6th place
Abby Rogalke 8.85
Kaezi Bladey/Bailey 
Roberts tied 8.75

Bars
Kaezi Bladey 8.25
Bailey Roberts 7.95
Lauren DeHaan 7.85
Abby Rogalke 7.45

Beam
Lauren DeHaan 8.2
Kaezi Bladey 7.6
Abby Rogalke 7.35
Meghan Plutschouw 7.2

Floor
Abby Rogalke 8.7
Bailey Roberts 8.6
Meghan Plutschouw 8.6
Kaezi Bladey 8.55

B team - placed 10th 
overall with a score of 
115.30

Vault
Bethany Kaczanowski 
8.75
Emily Judd 8.7
Colleen Cater 8.55

Bars
Emily Judd 7.4
Bethany Kaczanowski 
7.3
Morgan Taylor 7.3
Danielle Krajewski 7.05

Beam
Danielle Krajewski 7.75
Morgan Taylor 7.35
Emily Judd 7.25
Colleen Cater 7.0

Floor
Emily Judd 8.65
Bethany Kaczanowski 
8.1
Colleen Cater 7.75
Erin Groom 7.4

Bethany Kaczanowski executes her floor routine.

of video to fix mistakes in the 
girl’s routines,” DeHaan said. 
“This time without meets 
enables us to work on some 
new skills to try to increase 
difficulty to raise scores. 
Also, it gives a few girls with 
injuries time to rest.”

Once again, the team 
has qualified for the regional 
tournament.

Kaezi Bladey does her routine on the bars. Photos courtesy of Paige DeHaan
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obituaries

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday: 8 am - 5 pm

Friday:  8 am - 2 pm
Closed Sat. & Sun.

www.thelowellledger.com

In Loving Memory of
Alden RichARd hAmilton

“Our Shining Star”
who crossed over 11 years ago on January 26, 2001

Nothing can ever 
take away the love 
a heart holds dear, 

Fond memories 
linger every day, 
Remembrance 

keeps them near.

2/5/1979 • 1/26/2001
Happy 33rd 

Birthday Alden 

Forever in our hearts, loved always, 
Dar, Colleen, Lindsay, Molly, Leesha, Chad, Maya 

and the Ball families

LOWELL CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP

NOTICE FOR TESTING OF 
ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public 
Accuracy Test for the February 28, 2012 
Presidential Primary Election will be conducted 
Thursday, February 9, 2012 at 10:30 a.m. at 
the Lowell Township Hall, 2910 Alden Nash 
S.E., Lowell, MI 49331.

Linda S. Regan, Clerk
Lowell Charter Township 

In partnership with the Kent County 
Tax Credit Coalition of United Way, Flat 
River Outreach Ministries is providing 
free tax preparation services to 
qualifying families with annual income 
less than $50,000. 

This service is available 
by appointment only in the 

FROM Ministry Hall 
at 11535 Fulton Street East. 

To register and verify eligibility, 
please call our tax 

services hotline at 421-0029.

DOORS/GUTTERS

CARIGON
H a r o l d 

Edward Carigon 
Jr., age 74, of 
Lowell, passed 
away Saturday, 
January 28, 2012. 
He was preceded 
in death by his 
granddaughter, 
Jessie Hunt; 
parents, Harold 
Sr. and Grace; 
brothers, Albert, 
Howard and 
Harry; sister, 
Anna Tanis; 
and dear friend, 
Mattie Dalziel. He 
is survived by his children, Connie (Gary) Yeiter, Bonnie 
(Mark) Essich, Carol (Steve Eickhoff) Hunt, Robert 
Dalziel and their mother, Shirley Carigon; sister, Ella 
Aspinall Mulder; grandchildren, Jason (Meagan) Yeiter, 
Eric (Jillian) Yeiter, Heather (Dan Summers) Essich, 
Tarah (Dustin Burke) Essich, Brittany Essich, Joey Hunt 
Jr., Tiffany Hunt, Sophia Dalziel; great-grandchildren, 
Blake, Matthew, Emma and Layla. Harold was retired 
from Keebler after 40 years. He loved playing cards, 
fishing and hunting. Funeral service will be held 
Wednesday at 11:00 am at Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. 
Hudson, Lowell. Rev. Nate Gray of Elmdale Church of 
the Nazarene officiating. Interment Bowne Mennonite 
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to 
Hospice of Michigan, 989 Spaulding Ave. S.E., Ada, MI 
49301. Arrangements provided by Roth-Gerst, 305 N. 
Hudson, Lowell, Michigan 49331.

JACKWAY
Norman J. Jackway, of Lowell, formerly of 

Williamston, age 89, passed away Thursday, January 
26, 2012. He was preceded in death by his wife, Ida. 
He is survived by his children, Jim (Kathryn), Michael, 
Judy (Roger), Susan (Michael); nine grandchildren; and 
twenty-three great-grandchildren. He was a carpenter 
and farmer who loved fishing, hunting and gardening. 
Cremation has taken place and a memorial service will 
be held at a later date.

McCORMICK
James Patrick McCormick, age 77, of Lowell, passed 

away Monday, January 23, 2012. He was preceded in 
death by his brother, John; sisters, Florence Hurley 
and Kathryn 
Flanagan. He is 
survived by his 
son, Jim (Jolene) 
M c C o r m i c k ; 
g randch i ld ren , 
Jimmy, Nick, 
A l y s s a , 
and Jarred 
M c C o r m i c k ; 
sisters, Helen 
( T h o m a s ) 
Harring, JoAnn 
Umlor, and Mary 
Nead. Grandpa 
Mac will be sorely 
missed by all, 
especially his 
best friend and 
son, Jim. In his retirement Mac enjoyed his antique 
tractor hobby. He was a member of the Eagles, Moose 
Lodge and American Legion. Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated Friday at St. Patrick Catholic Church, 
4351 Parnell N.E., Ada. Rev. Mark Peacock presiding. 
Interment St. Patrick Cemetery. Memorial contributions 
may be made to VA Ann Arbor Health Care System, 
Attn: Voluntary Services, 2215 Fuller Rd., Ann Arbor, MI 
48105. Arrangements provided by Roth-Gerst, 305 N. 
Hudson, Lowell, Michigan 49331.

We’re in the middle of 
winter. When severe weath-
er strikes, parents of young 
children are well aware 
that they need to check for 
school closings as they pre-
pare for the day. But some-
times inclement weather 
can be severe enough to 
close down government 
buildings and offices as 
well — including Social 
Security. 

If the weather outside is 
frightful, you should check 
our website before mak-
ing a trip to a Social Secu-
rity office. The place to go 
to find out about emergency 
office closings is www.so-
cialsecurity.gov/emergency.

Social Security’s of-
fice closings and emergen-
cy page provides informa-
tion on specific offices that 
are closed due to weather 
and emergencies, as well 
as reminders about upcom-
ing Federal holidays during 
which government offices 
are closed.

The website also of-
fers a link to a comprehen-
sive list of Federal holidays 
throughout the year.

Be in the know 
before you go outside

To the right side of the 
page, you’ll find helpful re-
sources from other govern-
ment agencies, such as the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) 
and the National Weather 
Service. They can help you 
to prepare for weather emer-
gencies before they hap-
pen.	

If you’d like to be alert-
ed to office closings, that’s 
easy to do. Just visit www.
socialsecurity.gov/emergen-
cy and subscribe to the page 
by selecting the “Get email 
updates” link next to the red 
envelope. Then you’ll get an 
email alert any time there is 
a change, such as an office 
closing.

Is the weather outside 
frightful?  Never fear, Social 
Security service is always so 
delightful at www.socialse-
curity.gov. 

Vonda VanTil is the pub-
lic affairs specialist for West 
Michigan. You can write her 
c/o Social Security Adminis-
tration, 3045 Knapp St NE, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49525 or 
via email at vonda.vantil@
ssa.gov  
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SOUND OFF 
PHONE LINE

897-0787
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
closed Sat. & Sun.

card of 
thanks

LOWELL- Nice clean 3 bed-
room home in country, big 
yard. No pets. No tobacco. 
Please call 616-897-7203 
eves/weekends. 

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN 

PRIVATE ROOM FOR 
RENT - Large sleeping 
room w/private shower, 
kitchenette area & private 
bathroom. Located in a 
pleasant semi rural area 
between Ada & Lowell, in 
a private home. Includes 
internet access, cable TV, 
heat & A/C, microwave, 
coffee maker, toaster & 
refrigerator. The room is 
partially furnished. Washer 
& dryer use is available. 
References required. Off 
street parking provided. 
Available 2/1/2012. Rent 
is $340 monthly. Ideal 
home away from home for 
a business or professional 
person. Please call 616-
897-7691, if no answer, 
leave a message & I’ll call 
you back.

servicesfor sale
KEY CARDS  ARE STILL 
AVAILABLE - Help support 
the LHS Academic Boost-
ers. Cards are $25. Stop 
by & get your card today, 
Lowell Ledger 105 N. 
Broadway. Cash or check 
only please.
BED & MATTRESS SET 
- queen, Sealy, $95 in-
cludes frame.  Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook. 
Delivery available.

B R U N S W I C K  8 ' 
SLATTE BILLIARD 
TABLE - Slate bil-
liard table with black 
cloth, includes cues, 
cue stand, cover, 
balls & all accesso-
ries. Buyer respon-
sible for paying set-
up fee with Reliable 
Billiards in Grand 
Rapids. $5,500. Call 
616-826-6726.

FREE AD! - Place & pay  for 
a classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger 
for 3 weeks & receive the 
4th week FREE! You must 
mention the special in order 
to receive this offer. Valid 
only with new classified 
ads, and must be paid for 
when ad is placed.  Call 
897-9555, fax 897-4809 or 
email to: classifieds@lowell 
buyersguide.com, 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell. Ph. 
897-9261.
KENMORE REFRIGERA-
TOR & STOVE SET - 
(2006), cost $900, sell $199 
for pair. Hammond Whole-
sale, 320 W. Main St., Car-
son City, 989-584-1600. 
See us on Facebook.
ACHIEVE ENERGY INDE-
PENDENCE - with a Clas-
sic Outdoor Wood Furnace 
from Central Boiler. 25 year 
warranty. Sale. Call SOS 
your “Stocking Dealer” 
Dutton, MI 616-554-8669 
or 616-915-5061.
2003 JEEP LIBERTY LIM-
ITED 4 WD -   $5,800.  
Leather, loaded to include 
heated seats, newer tires, 
brakes & rotors. Call 897-
4275.
200 APPLIANCES - Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69.  Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main St., Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. See 
us on Facebook. Delivery 
available.
SEASONED FIREWOOD 
- Split and delivered, 
$165 a cord. Dan, 616-
824-5882.

help wanted

CAREER OPPORTUNITY 
- King Milling Company 
is seeking a qualified in-
dividual for a first shift (7 
a.m. - 4 p.m.) general labor 
position. Please apply at 
115 S. Broadway Street, 
Lowell.
NOW HIRING - and train-
ing for career positions with 
West Michigan's leading 
real estate company. Call 
Rick Seese, Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. for a confiden-
tial interview. 616-437-2576 
or 616-974-4250.TFN 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY 
- King Milling Company is 
seeking a qualified indi-
vidual for a first shift (7 a.m. 
- 4 p.m.) maintenance posi-
tion that includes welding 
and millwright skills. Please 
apply at 115 S. Broadway 
Street, Lowell.

LOWELL AREA PRAYER & 
HEALING ROOMS - located in 
the FROM building, 11535 Fulton 
Street, most Monday evenings, 6-
8 p.m. Christian Scripture based. 
No cost or fees, no appointment 
necessary, confidentiality re-
spected.

TOTS PLAYGROUP -  Meets 
every Tues., Wed. & Thurs. at 
Bushnell Elementary, 700 Eliza-
beth, Lowell. 8:30 a.m.  or 10 a.m. 
Meeting at Alto Elementary, 6150 
Bancroft, Alto on Thursdays at 10 
a.m. For more info contact Lori at 
TOTS, 987-2532.

KENT COUNTY NARFE GROUP 
- for retired & current federal em-
ployees meet the 2nd Thursday at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 2700 E. 
Fulton, 1/2 mile west of E. Beltline. 
Potluck at 12:30 p.m. & meeting 
begins at 1:30 p.m. Call Ed Moore 
for time, 616-784-6716.

COFFEE WITH THE COUNCIL 
- Come meet & have a cup of cof-
fee with your city councilmembers. 
First Saturday of each month at 
the Lowell Area Chamber of Com-
merce office, 113 Riverwalk Plaza, 
Lowell. 8 a.m. - 10 a.m.

CIVIL AIR PATROL - Meets the 
second & fourth Tues. of the 
month, 6 p.m., Benz Aviation 
Building at Ionia Airport, teen/adult 
programs available, Call Shawna, 
616-430-1348 or visit online http://
mi222.miwg-cap.org

KIDS TALK - Every Tues.,  in 1st 
- 4th grade on a cancer or grief 
journey. Incorporates curriculum-
based activities, dicussion & 
playtime. Gilda’s Club - Lowell 
Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson, Low-
ell, 897-8600.

ADULT CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP - Every Tues., 6-7:15 
p.m., for adults diagnosed with 
cancer. Gilda’s Club - Lowell Club-
house, 314 S. Hudson, Lowell.

FREE SENIOR COFFEE - Every 
fourth Friday, 8 - 9 a.m., spon-
sored by Laurels of Kent, Lowell 
McDonalds, 1300 W. Main St.

FOOD PANTRY - First Friday of 
month at Lakeside Community 
Church, 6201 Whitneyville Rd. 
Free  frozen, perishable food. 
Registration 1 p.m., distribution 
4 p.m. Bring own containers. 
868-6402.

MOMS IN TOUCH GROUP 
- forming for Alto Elementary. 
Call Suzanne for more info, 
868-7337.

LOWELL WOMEN’S CLUB - 
Meets the second Wed. of each 
month, Sept. - May, 11:45 a.m., 
Schneider Manor. For more infor-
mation call Jan at 897-2533.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY 
- Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. A 
Christ centered program to help 
overcome life’s hurts, habits, 
hangups. Impact Church, 1069 
Lincoln Lake, www.impact-
church.org or www.celebrater-
ecovery.com

FIRST & THIRD WEDNESDAYS 
- Fun at Calvary for boys & girls 
preschool - 8th grade. Cadets for 
boys 1st - 8th; GEMS for girls 3rd 
- 8th; Kingdom Kids for boys & 
girls preschool - 2nd grade. 1125 
W. Main, Lowell. Ph. 897-7060, 
email: lowellcalvarycrc@yahoo.
com

LOWELL - Varsity sporting 
events, concerts, school board 
meetings, city council meetings, 
etc., can be downloaded for 
viewing from the www.wlhstv.org 
website. Many athletic contests 
& concerts can also be heard 
‘live’ from the www.wlhsradio.
org website.

EXERCISE CLASS FOR PEO-
PLE OVER 50 - Meets Monday 
& Wednesday, 10:15 a.m. at 
United Methodist Church, 621 E. 
Main, Lowell. Call Peggy w/any 
questions, 897-7948.

misc.

BUSINESS CARDS - Be-
fore you order your cards 
from somewhere else - 
check our rates!  Call Lowell 
Litho, 897-9261. 
TA X E S ,  PAY R O L L , 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
-  by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
6351.TFN  

ZOOLAND DAYCARE - 
has full time openings for 
children. Call 897-8386 or 
308-0195. www.zoolan-
ddaycare.com
SNOW REMOVAL - small 
driveways 100 ft. or less 
& sidewalks 4 ft. or wider. 
Reasonable rates, free esti-
mate & licensed. Walnut Hill 
Lawn & Garden. Call Aaron 
at 616-328-9558.

PROPERTY TAX REDUC-
TION - Michigan’s Qualified 
Forest Property program 
exempts eligible forestland 
owners from certain school 
taxes. Call 616-897-8575 
for details.
COUNSELING SERVICES 
- Available from a licensed 
therapist in Lowell. Call 
616-238-2116. Life Transi-
tions Therapy LLC. www.
facebook.com/LifeTran 
sitionsTherapyLLC
RED ARROW ARCHERY 
- is now carrying Obses-
sion Archery Bows & Ross 
Archery Bows. Please call 
616-901-1778.
COPIES COPIES - We 
have color & black & white 
copiers! As low as 10¢ per 
copy for black & white. Stop 
by our office, Lowell Litho, 
105 N. Broadway. 

services
QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.
TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Face-
book.
FOR SALE - An absolutely 
brand new queen P-top 
mattress set, $150. 616-
262-3282.
2000 16 FOOT LANDAU 
FISHING BOAT - 2 yr. old 
galv. trailer, 30 h.p. Merc. 
Hummingbird fish finder, 
Minnkota trolling motor, 
other extras. $3,800. Call 
897-5866.
LOOKING FOR THE PER-
FECT GETAWAY FOR 
YOUR VALENTINE? - 
Take advantage of our 
Valentine’s Day package! 
This offer includes accom-
modations for two, bottle 
of champagne, bouquet of 
flowers, chocolates, and 
even a late checkout! Offer 
valid 2-3 to 2-14, with rates 
starting at $99 (plus tax) a 
night. Call Main Street Inn 
at 897-1171 to book your 
romantic evening!

WWW.AUCTIONMICH        
IGAN.COM - Accepting 
consignments for specialty 
auctions including antiques 
& general merchandise. 
Great rates! 44th & US131. 
Grand Rapids.
SHIP YOUR UPS PACK-
AGES WITH US & SAVE!! 
- Call us for a price compari-
son. We will need: weight, 
zip code & dimensions of 
the box. No Hazardous ma-
terials or firearms accepted.  
Daily UPS pickup at  3  
p.m. Lowell Ledger, 105 N. 
Broadway, 897-9261.
HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN   

classifieds classified ad rates:
20 words...$4, each additional word 10¢

bold $1 each  or box $2 each

classifieds also posted online!
www.lowellbuyersguide.com

to place an ad
in person: 105 n. broadway, lowell

by email: classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.com

by phone: 616-897-9261

PLEASE NOTE  - Coming 
Events are for non-profit orga-
nizations. If you are charging 
admission for an event - it is 
considered an advertisement. 
Coming events are ran on a 
space available basis & ARE 
NOT GUARANTEED TO RUN. 
If you would like to make sure 
your event is placed in the 
paper, please call our office 
& place it as a classified ad. 
We will not run ANY Garage 
or Rummage Sales as a com-
ing event. All Coming Events 
or changes to coming events 
should be submitted by fax: 
897-4809, email: classifieds@l
owellbuyersguide.com, by mail: 
PO Box 128, Lowell, MI 49331 
or in person: 105 N. Broadway, 
Lowell.

 TEEN GROUP - CANCER AND 
GRIEF - First & third Tuesdays, 
5:30 - 7 p.m. A committed group 
for teens in ninth - twelfth grade 
on a cancer or grief journey. 
Incorporates curriculum-based 
activities & discussion. Gilda’s 
Club - Lowell Clubhouse, 314 
S. Hudson, Lowell.

ALTO LIONS CLUB - Meets 
1st & 3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. 
at Keiser’s Kitchen.

FREE ADDICTIONS PRO-
GRAM - every Friday, 7 p.m. 
at Bible Believers Church, 
404 N. Hudson St., Lowell. 
For more information call 616-
485-2385.

MOTHERS WHO HAVE OR 
HAVE HAD - sons/daughters 
serving in the military. We are 
meeting on the 3rd Wednesday 
of every month. For more info 
call Sally 616-761-2042.

NOOGIELAND - Tuesdays 
5:30 - 7 p.m. Supervised play 
for children kindergarten or 
younger. Gilda’s Club - Lowell 
Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson, 
Lowell, 897-8600. www.gild-
asclubgr.org /pinkarrow

for rent

services
HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran’s Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.vfw8303.org. Also for 
those interested in dance 
classes at the post. Call 
John at 299-0486 or 897-
8303.TFN

for rent

FUNDRAISER FOR DEB-
BIE DYKSTRA - Please 
join family & friends to help 
raise funds for the cancer 
treatment of Debbie, wife 
of Mike Dykstra, LHS class 
of ’86. Dinner, live band & 
fundraising, Sat., Feb. 4, 
2-6 p.m. at Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1629 
Brady St., Chesaning, MI. 
Questions call Michelle 
Dykstra Grasman at 616-
868-7057.  

CARD OF THANKS
The family of Joan Roth 
would like to thank every-
one for their prayers, kind 
words, cards, flowers and 
memorial gifts. A special 
thank you to the caring 
staff at Emerald Meadows 
Assisted Living, Faith Hos-
pice, Pastor Rick Blunt, 
Mr. Bill Zinke, the United 
Methodist Women’s Group 
and Roth Gerst.
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Dear EarthTalk: I was horrified to read recently 
that our oceans are actually becoming acidic, that the 
continued burning of fossil fuels is changing the chem-
istry of our seas. What’s going on? -- Kim Richardson, 
San Diego, CA

It’s a known fact that our oceans are becoming 
more acidic as a result of the increasingly large load 
of human-generated carbon dioxide (CO2) entering our 
atmosphere. About 25 percent of all the CO2 we send 
skyward out of our tailpipes and smokestacks ends up 
in the world’s oceans, where it triggers chemical reac-
tions in the water column that lead to increased acidifi-
cation. Researchers estimate that the acidity of our seas 
has increased 29 percent since the dawn of the Indus-
trial Revolution. If we do not slow down the pace of 
greenhouse gas emissions, our oceans could be two to 
three times as acidic in 2100 as they already are today, 
which could prove disastrous to marine ecosystems and 
the world’s food chain.

“When carbon dioxide is absorbed by seawater, 
chemical reactions occur that reduce seawater pH, car-
bonate ion concentration and saturation states of biolog-
ically important calcium carbonate minerals,” reports 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA). These calcium carbonate minerals, typically 
abundant in areas where most marine life congregates, 
are the building blocks for the skeletons and shells of 
many marine organisms, from oysters to coral. “How-
ever, continued ocean acidification is causing many 
parts of the ocean to become undersaturated with these 
minerals, which is likely to affect the ability of some 
organisms to produce and maintain their shells,” adds 
NOAA. The process will not only wreak havoc on the 
shellfish we eat, but also on smaller marine organisms 
that are key components on the lower end of the marine 
food chain.

According to the Natural Resources Defense Coun-
cil (NRDC), a leading green group, coral reefs around 
the world may face an even greater risk than shellfish 
because they require very high levels of carbonate to 
build their skeletons. “Acidity slows reef-building, 
which could lower the resiliency of corals and lead to 
their erosion and eventual extinction,” they write. This 
would be an unmitigated environmental disaster, given 
that an estimated one million marine species depend on 
healthy coral reefs for survival.

“Such losses would reverberate throughout the ma-
rine environment and have profound social impacts, 
as well — especially on the fishing and tourism indus-
tries,” NRDC reports. “The loss of coral reefs would 
also reduce the protection that they offer coastal com-
munities against storms surges and hurricanes — which 
might become more severe with warmer air and sea sur-
face temperatures due to global warming.”

Researchers are working on strategies to protect 
aquaculture farms from further losses due to acidic wa-
ter, but any large-scale effort to address ocean acidifi-
cation will require the slowing down or phasing out of 
fossil fuels. Powering our cars, heating our homes and 
running our machines and appliances all require burn-
ing fossil fuels which generate greenhouse gas emis-
sions and in turn cause acidification. Cutting back on 
our consumption of oil, gas and coal and switching to 
renewable energy sources — solar, wind, biomass and 
others — will be a necessary part of the strategy to 
counteract ocean acidification.

We can all help by driving less and walking/bik-

ing more; upgrading our vehicles, light bulbs and ap-
pliances to more energy efficient versions; patronizing 
companies that work to reduce their carbon footprints; 
and pushing our state and federal governments to enact 
binding reductions in CO2 pollution.

CONTACTS: NOAA, www.noaa.gov; NRDC, www.
nrdc.org.

Dear EarthTalk: Is it true that cable and other pay 
TV boxes that sit atop television sets consume massive 
amounts of energy, in part because they are always on, 
even when the TV is off? -- Sam Winston, Metarie, LA

We hear a lot about how much energy modern day 
flat screen TV sets consume, but the innocuous set-top 
boxes that drive them, along with their built-in digital 
video recorders, may be even more to blame. A recent 
analysis conducted by the consulting firm Ecos on be-
half of the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 
found that “the average new cable high-definition digi-
tal video recorder (HD-DVR) consumes more than half 
the energy of an average new refrigerator and more than 
an average new flat-panel television.” Overall, set-top 
boxes in the U.S. consume some 27 billion kilowatt-
hours of electricity. This is equal to the annual output of 
six average (500 megawatt) coal-fired power plants and 
accounts for the emission of 16 million metric tons of 
carbon dioxide. 

Part of the rea-
son these boxes are 
such energy hogs is 
that they typically 
operate at nearly full 
power even during 
the two-thirds of the 
time when they are 
not actively in use 
driving TV screens 
or recording to built-
in DVRs. “As a na-
tion, we spend $2 
billion each year to 
power these boxes 
when they are not 
being actively used,” 
reports NRDC.

To make mat-
ters worse, American 
consumers have little if any choice about which set-top 
boxes they get from their cable or satellite service pro-
viders. Since the providers usually own the boxes yet 
don’t have to pay consumers’ electric bills, they have 
little incentive to utilize or develop more efficient mod-
els. In Europe, Sky Broadcasting is beginning to dis-
tribute more efficient equipment to subscribers there. 
NRDC is urging the largest pay-TV service providers 
in the U.S. (Comcast, Time Warner, DirecTV, Dish Net-
work, Verizon and AT&T) to heed the efficiency call 
with their own set-top box and DVR offerings.

Redesigning set-top boxes to power down when not 
in use is perhaps the biggest opportunity for energy sav-
ings. “Innovation to reduce power consumption when not 
in active use — such as has occurred with mobile phones, 
which also work on a subscriber basis and require secure 
connections — is sorely needed in set-top boxes,” coun-
sels NRDC. Also, re-jiggering content delivery systems 
so that only one main set-top box sends signals to all the 
televisions in the house (or to lower power “thin client” 

b o x e s ) 
c o u l d 
also cut 
d o w n 
h o u s e -
h o l d 
electric 
bills and 
c a r b o n 
f o o t -
p r i n t s . 
T h e 
g r o u p 
a d d s 
t h a t 
“ b e t -
ter de-
s i g n e d 
pay-TV 
se t - t op 
b o x e s 
c o u l d 
r e d u c e 

the energy use of the installed base of boxes by 30 per-
cent to 50 percent by 2020.”

Last year the U.S. government released new ener-
gy efficiency standards for set-top boxes within its En-
ergyStar appliance efficiency rating program. While 
this new specification is a step in the right direction, 
consumers have little knowledge about such options. 
NRDC urges pay-TV subscribers to request that their 
providers make available set-top boxes and DVRs that 
meet the newer EnergyStar 4.0 standards. The more of 
us that request such improvements, the likelier they are 
to happen. And the cable or satellite provider that can 
save customers money while reducing overall environ-
mental impact may just win over an increasingly large 
sector of the American people that actually cares about 
being green.

CONTACTS: NRDC’s “Better Viewing, Lower En-
ergy Bills, and Less Pollution,” www.nrdc.org/energy/
files/settopboxes.pdf; EnergyStar, www.energystar.gov.

EarthTalk® is written and edited by Roddy Scheer 
and Doug Moss and is a registered trademark of E - The 
Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.com). Send 
questions to: earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: 
www.emagazine.com/subscribe. Free Trial Issue: www.
emagazine.com/trial.
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FAXING
Sending or Receiving

$1 or 1st sheet, 
50¢ each additional sheet

The Lowell Ledger
105 N. Broadway • P.O. Box 128 • 897-9261

SUDOKU

Puzzle solutions, on page 12

SUPER BOWL

ACROSS
1. No longer required to 
lick this
6. *Kick catcher
9. Manufactured
13. BBQ spot
14. Argonaut's propel-
ler
15. Inside of a jacket
16. Lusitania's destroy-
er
17. *___ Bowl, 1 week 
before Super Bowl
18. _____ peace
19. Type of sale
21. *Last year's winner
23. International trade 
organization
24. Screen material
25. Legal group
28. Process of seeping
30. Pass away
35. A graduate
37. Of sound mind
39. Specialty
40. *Can be used to de-
scribe a safety
41. Item in diary
43. To finish with a 
ceiling
44. Twig of willow tree
46. It includes upward 
and downward dogs
47. It replaced the ECU
48. Food of the gods?
50. "Where the Wild 
Things Are" rollick
52. Teacher's favorite
53. *A field goal wide 
right, e.g.
55. Immeasurable pe-
riod
57. *She infamously 
had a wardrobe mal-
function
61. *This year's host
65. Repent
66. *Defensive ___
68. Quechuan people
69. Inanimate thing that 
talks?

70. Electric swimmer
71. Not fashion-minded
72. Volcano action
73. Wade's opponent
74. Austin Powers cre-
ator

DOWN
1. Basketball star Tim 
Duncan, e.g.
2. Inhibition resulting 
from social custom
3. A-bomb particle
4. *Most frequent Su-
per Bowl host

5. Sometimes mashed
6. Antonym of "yup"
7. ENT's first concern?
8. Figure of speech
9. Not to be worn, ac-
cording to PETA
10. ____ Hathaway
11. It can be white-
tailed or black-tailed
12. He/she "____ on the 
safe side"
15. Bushy tree growth
20. *Tony Siragusa's 
nickname
22. Egyptian cobra
24. Trusted advisors
25. *Last year's MVP
26. Nonchalantly un-
concerned
27. Derived from gold
29. Like a clown
31. *Hall-of-Famer 
and Super Bowl XXIII 
MVP
32. Frost over
33. Frodo Baggins' 
homeland

34. Feudal lord's prop-
erty
36. *Team captains do 
it on the 50 yard line
38. Consequently
42. Mandarin's head-
quarters
45. The infamous Jon-
Benet ______ case
49. Site of 2016 Olym-
pics
51. Preacher's platform
54. Show contempt
56. Nincompoop
57. Peach and strawber-
ry preserves, e.g.
58. Summit location
59. Traffic controller
60. "I ____ it!"
61. Not in use
62. Heart pain
63. Hair removal prod-
uct
64. #22 Down, pl.
67. What's old is new 
again, prefix

JANUARY 25 - JANUARY 31

•	 Florida's primary has Mitt Romney well ahead 
of his main competition, Newt Gingrich.

• 	 A massive pile-up on I-75 in Florida, near 
Gainesville, kills 10 and injures 18. The 
incident was caused by blinding smoke from 
a nearby brush fire.

• 	 A soap opera actor, Nick Santino, had to put 
down his beloved dog Rocco. Afterwards 
the actor took his own life   leaving a note 
that reportedly said he had betrayed his best 
friend and "Rocco trusted me and I failed 
him."

•	 Robert Hegyes, the man who played Juan 
Epstein on the 1970s sitcom   "Welcome 
Back Kotter" died at the age of 60.

• 	 The search for the missing passengers of 
the Costa Concordia off Italy's coastline has 
been called off. The immediate dilemma is to 
remove the fuel from the vessel safely.

• 	 Dan Gainor on Fox News is concerned that 
Kermit the Frog and Miss Piggy have a 
liberal agenda saying, "It's amazing how far 
the left will go ... to manipulate your kids to 
... give them the anti-corporate message." 
Miss Piggy fired back with, "It's almost as 
laughable as accusing Fox News of, you 
know, being news."

•	 Super Bowl XLVI is scheduled for  February 
5, 2012 at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, 
IN. The New England Patriots will face off 
against the New York Giants.
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Take advantage of our 
Valentine's Day 

Package! 
This offer includes accommodations for two, 
a bottle of champagne, a bouquet of flowers, 

chocolates, and even a late checkout! 
Offer valid 2-3 to 2-14, with rates starting at $99 (plus tax) a night.

 

Looking for the perfect 
getaway for your Valentine?

Main Street inn
117 West Main • LoWeLL

Call 897-1171 to book your romantic evening!

8 Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults
8 Immediate Emergency Treatment
8 Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening
8 Preventive Care
8 Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired
8 Dentures (Same Day Repair)
8 Implants
8 Insurance Plans Accepted

“Gentle & Painless 
Dentistry Is Our Goal”

Accepting 
New 

Patients

Hours:
Monday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday...............9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday..........9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday............8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Family Dentistry Since 1994

Judd T. Carroll D.M.D.
103 East Main • Lowell, Michigan

(616) 897-7595
www.juddcarrolldentistry.com
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897-9555
105 N. Broadway

Lowell

• CATALOGS 
• FLIERS/COUPONS  

• BROCHURES 
• POST CARDS  

• BUSINESS CARDS 
• ENVELOPES

• LETTERHEAD 
• BOOKLETS

• PROGRAMS 
• POSTERS

 AND 
 MUCH MORE!

From 
black & 
white to 
full color 

we’ll 
give your 
printed 

materials

IMPACT!

COMPLETE 

DESIGN STAFF

by Emma Palova

As a reporter for the 
Lowell Ledger, I cover the 
majority of the events that 
happen in the community. 
Christmas through Lowell 
(CTL) was one of them, just 
like the opening of Green 
Acres assisted living facil-
ity in late summer.

  I also write about 
Christmas parades, Girls’ 
Night Out, Sizzlin’ Sum-
mer concerts, the efforts to 
bring high-speed Internet to 
Vergennes Township resi-

Lowell Ledger reaches out to the community
dents and politicians, past 
and present.

Soon after CTL, I re-
ceived a card from Green 
Acres’ life enrichment 
coordinator James Wyman 
regarding how much the 
residents appreciate our 
work at the newspaper. 
Wyman wrote that the arti-
cle brought the annual shop-
ping event close to home to 
the residents, because they 
couldn’t participate and go 
physically on the tour.

As a team at the paper, 

we’re not used to compli-
ments, usually we just get 
complaints. So, the card 
warmed my heart and I 
thought maybe I could go 
and visit the home and talk 
about what we do.

I didn’t get elaborately 
ready for the talk because I 
believe in being spontane-
ous, especially in our busi-
ness. I discussed the main 
premise of the talk with my 
editor Jeanne Boss, on the 
morning of the speech. We 
got ready all the tools of the 

trade including the video 
camera we use for podcast-
ing, some published articles 
and features and the city di-
rectory. 

I was nervous and I did 
have second thoughts about 
the talk.

But that all dissipated 
once I was there. I believe in 
stage fright. It keeps you on 
your toes. 

I didn’t talk just about 
the nuts and bolts of the 
business, because that can 
get boring. 

Sometimes people ac-
cuse us of things 
that we do not 
have any control 
over.

I told a story 
about us posting 
in our Sound-Off 
column that we 
are looking for 
a woman who 
signed her name 
as Louise and 
that she is tak-
ing her friend 

Thelma in a convertible to 
Grand Canyon. We wanted 
to talk to her for a story. Af-
ter that, someone e-mailed 
us that Luke Skywalker is 
his neighbor if we want to 
talk to him about the Dark 
Side, as well.

When I saw resident 
Lois McCandless smile at 
the story, I thought we must 
be doing our job right.

One of our biggest proj-
ects is putting in the paper 
all the graduating seniors 
and matching up the names 
with pictures. In a big dis-
trict like Lowell’s, that’s 
a big task. But, the photos 
of  kids from Unity High 
School always come in a 
separate file that is easy to 
misplace. Consequently, 
they didn’t make the issue 
and for two years they were 
in the following week. One 
year, they were even laid 
out on the page and the page 
was misplaced and once 
again they did not make the 
graduation issue.

I think the secretary 
at Unity High was sure we 
were doing it on purpose.

I feel privileged that 
I can work in the newspa-
per business. Coming from 
a communist country, I did 
not have too many oppor-
tunities to exercise my first 
amendment rights.

"You are very passion-
ate about what you do," 
Wyman said. 

Somebody also asked 
me if I think the print ver-
sion of papers will com-
pletely disappear and give 
way to Internet websites.

I said no.
“People will still need 

to have the sense of touch.”
It’s called humanity.
I got a new card from 

Wyman who thanked us for 
bringing a new sense of life 
to all at Green Acres.

It’s the least we can do.

The residents who attended the activity included: Frank Johnson, Reatha 
Seaman, Marjorie Palinkas, Lloyd Fuller, James Wyman and Lois McCandless.

***

If you have knowledge, let 
others light their candles at it.

~ Margaret  Ful ler 
(1810 -  1850)

Emma Palova relayed several anecdotes on reporting for a local paper.
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