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by Emma Palova

The city council elect-
ed officers at the regular 
meeting held on Tuesday, 
Jan. 3.

Jim Hodges continues 
to be the mayor for another 
term and Sharon Ellison is 
the mayor pro tem.

After 30 years, the city 
council also changed the 
meeting times from 7:30 
to 7 pm.

In related business: 
The city council approved 
the expansion of the indus-
trial development district 
for King Milling, autho-
rized the signatures for city 
bank accounts and the col-
lection of summer proper-
ty taxes for 2012.

Lowell has been rec-
ommended for $450,000 
grant from the Michigan 
Department of Natural Re-
sources Trust Fund. Wil-
liams and Works will be 
the design firm.

City council elects officers/changes meeting time

City clerk Betty Morlock swears in Sharon Ellison, Jim Hall and James Valentine.

by Casey Cheney

The power of influ-
ence – in the context of high 
school football coaches, the 
phrase is synonymous with 
Noel Dean. The Lowell 
community would be quick 
to say that with pride and 
now it's been acknowledged 
at the national level.

Dean traveled to Texas 
this week, where he is being 
honored by the American 
Football Coaches Founda-
tion as the 2011 “Power of 
Influence” award recipient. 
Only one high school coach 
in the nation is selected each 
year.

Athletic director Barry 
Hobrla said, “It's a much de-
served award. When he was 
nominated by his peers, they 
saw a worthy candidate and 
made a good decision.”

Dean said he found out 
he'd received the award in 
mid-August, right before 
playing Rockford. “I was 
extremely blown away by 
it,” he said. “It's humbling 
[to be selected out of] all 
the coaches and all the pro-
grams. It's amazing.”

The foundation's web-
site states what makes one 
eligible for this award: “That 
positive influence should be 
reflected in his community 
service, his mentoring and 
role modeling, and finally, 

Dean honored on the national scene for community service
measured by the lives he has 
touched and changed.”

Teresa Beachum, who's 
worked closely with Dean 
on the Pink Arrow Project, 
said the coach was astound-
ed by the news of winning 
the award.

She remembered him 
saying, “This is such a won-
derful time in my life.”

Dean had told her that 
coaches who get this award 
typically have years more 
experience than he has.

With his brain child, the 
Pink Arrow Project, there is 
no shortage of lives touched 
by his efforts in the commu-
nity.

Dean said of Pink Ar-
row, “It's become the fabric 
of the community.”

Hobrla said that one of 
the greatest things Pink Ar-
row Pride has accomplished 
is inspiring other communi-
ties to try the same.

“The concept of the 
Pink Arrow game and how 
it's grown has spawned 
so many similar type of 
events,” Hobrla said. “Obvi-
ously he was one of the pio-
neers of that.”

Dean was quick to share 
the credit.

“I have so many great 
people that I've been lucky 
to work with. Lowell is sec-

ond to none when it comes 
to the type of people and 
the way they go about their 
business. I've been very 
lucky to be associated with 
them,” he said. “I'm just the 
one fortunate enough to get 
the plane ticket.”

Beachum said, “He 
picked a few people who he 
thought could help and look 
how the community has em-
braced it.”

Much of the inspira-
tion for these efforts leading 
to his selection come from 

Dean's father, who died 
when he was young.

“I was very fortunate to 
be raised by a man who was 
a very community-minded 
person and instilled a lot of 
values I try to embody to-
day,” Dean said.

The Lowell communi-
ty and a Pink Arrow com-
munity that extends so far 
beyond the township lines 
have benefited from these 
values. Dean, however, said 
those same values take pri-
ority with his own children.

He said, “It's been great 
to have those same relation-
ships with my own children 
now. I try to have those same 
experiences with them.”

Of course, Dean could 
not have won this award 
without his role as a foot-
ball coach. When he talked 
about the success of the Red 
Arrow football program, 
he spoke not of the number 
of state titles won, but how 
this team's success on the 

The birthday of Benja-
min Franklin, the first Post-
master General of the United 
States, falls on Tuesday, Jan. 
17. On that day, the Lowell 
Post Office is promoting a 
letter writing campaign. 

The idea of a letter writ-
ing campaign came from a 
postal carrier in East Lan-
sing, Dave Randall.

Randall has had a love 
for and been a supporter of 
the handwritten letter. “See-
ing someone's actual hand-
writing is like seeing their 
face. Letters are a precious 
heirloom,” says Randall.

His idea has been em-
braced by a local school that 
is along his mail route. The 

principal of the school liked 
the idea so much so that he 
passed it on to the postmas-
ter general for his support 
in declaring January 17, 
2012, National Letter Writ-
ing Day.

Randall’s postmaster, 
Cindy Erickson, shared the 
idea with postal officials 
who in turn proposed it to 
other post offices within 
their district to share with 
their communities.

Lowell postmaster 
Jana Tuck says, “Pro-
moting letter writing 
not only supports the 
postal service, it dem-
onstrates the power of 
the mail and the impact 

and importance of the postal 
service on all communities. 
Letter writing encourages 
communication, community 
outreach and reminds us that 
there is nothing like a hand-
written letter.”

Post office promotes letter writing

Dean, continued, 
page 2
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THE FOODMOBILE

11535 Fulton East, 
Lowell, MI 49331

616-897-8260
www.fromlowell.org

(mostly produce)

Foreman Building, S. Broadway
SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 2012

 (or until food is gone)

FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION

At the Family Dentistry of Lowell, your 
family is part of our family.

That’s why we’re so caring, nurturing and 
compassionate.

We provide the dentistry and oral 
healthcare you need with TLC.

Isn’t that what you want for your family? 
Isn’t that what you want from your dentist?

does Your dentist
Your FamilY deserves?

Family Dentistry of Lowell

147 north Center street, lowell
www.FamilYdentistrYoFlowell.Com

ann wilson, d.d.s.  |  JenniFer BYrd, d.d.s.

now aCCepting new patients – Call: 616-897-4835  

Provide the Care
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$4.75 BARGAIN TWILIGHT  
D A I LY  4 : 0 0 - 6 : 0 0  P M  

GQTI.com and on Facebook 

* excludes Digital 3D 

3D THE ADVENTURES OF TINTIN (PG)
7:00, 9:20
THE ADVENTURES OF TINTIN (PG) 4:40
WE BOUGHT A ZOO (PG)  6:20, 9:00
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE GHOST 
PROTOCOL (PG-13)  4:00, 6:50, 9:40
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: 
CHIPWRECKED (G)  5:05, 7:10, 9:10
SHERLOCK HOLMES: A GAME OF 
SHADOWS (PG-13)  6:40, 9:30

 

WORKS IN PROGRESS ART EXHIBITION
This January LowellArts! will host an art exhibition 

with a new twist - all art on display is purposely incom-
plete. The Works in Progress Art Exhibition runs from Jan. 
10 to Feb. 5. Gallery hours are Tues.-Fri., 10:00  am to 6:00 
pm and Sat., 1:00-4:00 pm. LowellArts! is located at 149 S. 
Hudson, Lowell. For more information call LowellArts! at 
616-897-8545.

Y LADIES NIGHT-IN
Lowell YMCA Ladies’ Night-In will be held Fri., Jan. 

27 from 6 to 10 pm. It is free to the public. Snacks, crafts, 
exercise classes, dietician, personal trainer, mani/pedi sta-
tion. Join us to relax, refresh and restore. For information 
call 855-9570.

2012 STUDENT ORIENTATION
Orientation for the Lowell High School class of 2016 

will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2012 from 7:00-8:30 pm in 
the Lowell Performing Arts Center. This is for parents and 
their students who will be entering high school in the fall of 
2012.  Please call 987-2908 with questions.

Dean, continued
field has paved the way to 
accomplish great things off 
the field.

“I've always wanted to 
have a program that's rel-

evant enough that we can 
leverage it to do something 
meaningful in the communi-
ty,” he said. “Nothing comes 
close to what we've accom-

plished here. We've won off 
the field. We didn't accept 
the winning and say that's 
all we're going to be. We've 
done so much more.”

His time in Texas has 
included seminars – one of 
which he led – meeting high 
school and college coach-
es and collectively discuss-
ing how each can help their 
community.

“I think it's going to in-
spire him to do more in the 
community,” Beachum said 
of the award and his time in 
Texas.

Beachum gave him 
Pink Arrow paraphernalia 

Lowell Area Schools
SPECIAL EDUCATION 
STUDENT RECORDS

It is a requirement by law for the Special 
Education Department to maintain special 
education records on students until they are 
26 years of age. During the month of January, 
records of students with birth dates in  1984 will 
be purged to allow room for our current files. 

If you or your child has records in our 
office and you would like to have them 

sent to you, please contact the 
Lowell Area Schools Special 

Education Department at 616-987-2516.

to share with the coaches he 
meets in Texas as a way to 
spread the word as well as 
spread the hope brought by 
Pink Arrow.

She told Dean, “Give 
them a token of what we 
care so much about here.”

When asked how this 
experience will affect his 
community service efforts 
in the future, he said it's re-
ally business as usual.

“If anything, we just 
keep doing what we do,” 
he said. “At the same time, 
what's really important is 
that  there has to be a lot 
more value to sports than 

the winning and losing of 
games. I think that message 
is being delivered by the 
way we run our football and 
our program.”

He added that his re-
ceipt of this award, “is a 
way we can spread our 
message quicker.”

Corn growers plant 
seeds in the spring with the 
hopes of harvesting a boun-
tiful corn crop in the fall. 
This year, growers are also 
planting seeds for the future 
through the sixth annual 
Michigan Corn Growers As-
sociation (MCGA) scholar-
ship program. The MCGA 
board of directors will 
award a minimum of two 
scholarships in the amount 
of $1,000 each.

“With an aging popu-
lation, a priority must be 
put on young peoples’ edu-
cation. I certainly appreci-
ate the opportunity for the 
children of our state’s corn 
growers to be able to com-
pete for this scholarship,” 
said Jeff Sandborn, MCGA 
president and a corn farmer 
from Portland. “The MCGA 
board of directors looks at 
this scholarship program as 
a way to give back to our 

Michigan Corn offering 
collegiate scholarships

members, while promoting 
higher education to young 
adults.”

All members of the 
MCGA, including students, 
growers and associates, as 
well as children of mem-
bers, between the ages of 17 
and 25 are qualified. Appli-
cants must be enrolled as a 
full-time student at a post-
secondary educational insti-
tution during the fall 2012 
semester in order to be eli-
gible. All applications must 
be received in the Michigan 
Corn Growers Association 
office no later than 5:00 pm 
on Monday, February 13, 
2012. Applications can be 
obtained from the MCGA 
office by calling 1-888-323-
6601 or online at www.mi-
corn.org.

The application must in-
clude a membership identifi-

Scholarships, 
continued, page 4
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Those who contributed $500/or more
Addorio Technologies 
All Weather Seal 
King Milling Company 
Mike & Toni Blough 
Brian & Cheryl Doyle 
James & Kelly Doyle 
Margaret Hoats 

Those who contributed $250/or more
Carolyn Jane Blough 
Susan Doyle 
Stephen & Michelle Doyle 
Stephen & Blondina Peckham 
Dr. James & Becky Reagan 
Howard & Judith Thumser 
Mack & Dorann Truax 
 
Those who contributed $100 */or more 
George & Pat Allchin *
Harold Allchin-In memory of Alice Allchin 
Carlen & Bev Anderson *
Mike & Liz Baker
Linda Barnes *
Greg Ball
Bill & Ardis Barber *
Jim & Barb Barber
Roger Behler *
Garland & Beth Berry
Janet Bieri
Richard & Phyllis Bieri *
Ron & Jan Bieri

The Lowell Area Historical Museum would like to thank all 
those who were able to  contribute to our 2011 Annual Fund Drive

Nick Blough *
Rick & Carol Briggs
Chris & Paula Briggs
David Coons *
Terry & Marilyn Conley
Ilene DeWolf
Dode Dey
Bill & Denise Dommer
Marie Doyle *
John Dunn 
Bob & Patricia Elzinga
Donna Jean Ford *
Jeff Graham
Dr. Pete Graham *
Tom Graham *
Robert & Lucille Green
Jim & Bonnie Grooters
Peter & Catherine Haefner *
Linda Le Sage & Alan Halbeisen
Marj Harding
Tom Hill
Holzhueter Family
Andy & Claire Johnston
Donna Johnson
Donna Johns
Ted Bergin & Lorain Smalligan
Dr. Bruce & Stacy Langlois
Lowell Family Medical
Marg Lowery *
Rick & Carol Mandle
Kent McKay *
Joe & Melva Oesch

Dr. Robert Reagan
Dave & Anita Roth*
Ed & Doris Roth
William & Dorothy Roth *
Richard Rutherford
Dr. Richard C. Ryder
Randy & Peggy Seamen *
Joy E. Smith 
Tom Stahr
Dave & Gwen Steghuis
Ron & Jeanne Stevens *
Bill & Susan Stouffer
Dorothy Teesdale
Ronald & Karen Thomure *
Lois White Tomasiewicz *
Herb  & M.E. Vanderbilt
Ken  & Linda Vos
Daniel & Sharon Vosovic
Marion Wheat *
William & Diane Wieland *
Annabelle Wittenbach
Roger & Jan Wittenbach *
Ruth Wood
Ray & Barb Zandstra 

Best wishes 
for a Happy 
New Year!

Lowell Area Board of Education members, in front, left to right: Gary Blough, Maureen Fleet, Pat Nugent and Jim Turner; in 
back: Tom Kaywood and Dan Brubaker.

by Shelly McNaughton

 Superintendent Greg 
Pratt presented gifts and ad-
miration for board members 
in conjunction with Board 
Recognition Month at the 
Lowell Area Schools Board 
of Education  regular meet-
ing Monday night.

“Our board members 
meet for hours each month. 
Each member spends enor-
mous amounts of time ad-
vocating for students, count-
less hours of dedication and 
leadership,” said Pratt.

Connor Smith, student 
council representative to the 
board, updated the board on 
activities taking place at the 
high school. Forthcoming 
activities include conferenc-
es, the Snowball dance and 
freshman orientation for the 
class of 2016.

Brent Noskey, principal 
at Murray Lake; and Mike 
Fillman, teacher at Mur-
ray Lake; presented to the 
board the ways they are us-
ing technology at the school. 

Fillman demonstrated 
how he uses a Smart Board 

School board members recognized for their service 
in the classroom. He finds it 
especially helpful for teach-
ing math. 

“The Smart Board is 
a great technology tool for 
us to use in the room. Many 
Smart Boards have been 
funded by grants from the 
Lowell Education Founda-
tion,” said Fillman.  

“Technology requires 
us to be co-learners with our 
kids. It is important that we 
embrace being co-learners 
and be willing to try new 
things,” said Roger Bearup, 
curriculum director.

“The extra effort goes 
a long way and is really ap-

preciated,” said superinten-
dent Greg Pratt.

Bearup offered a curric-
ulum update and announced 
that MEAP scores are back 
but they are embargoed at 
this time; he will share them 
as soon as he is able.

Pratt gave a superinten-
dent’s report and said they 
continue to watch what is 
happening at the state level 
regarding kindergarten. As it 
has been the district policy, 
they do not plan to switch 

to all day, every day kinder-
garten until mandated by the 
state. They will continue to 
watch for news out of Lan-
sing regarding this mandate 
and will have plans in place 
to meet state requirements. 

www.thelowell ledger.com
Check us out online ...
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 A BUSINESS  AD 
THIS SIZE ONLY

TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 897-9261

BILL WHEELER

MICHIGAN

103 Riverside Dr. 
Lowell, Michigan 

49331
616-897-7711

209 E. Main St.
Lowell, MI  49331

RICH CURTIS
(616) 897-5686

In-Home Appliance Repair

Call today to schedule a  Medicaid and 
Estate Planning Workshop or Free Consultation

597 Ada Dr., Ste D, Ada
(Conveniently located next to The Schnitz)

350 North Center Street
Lowell, Michigan
616-897-8473

www.laurelsofkent.com

• Rehab Services • Respite Stays 
• Long Term Care • Pallitive  Care

Able to admit 24/7

cation number. The MCGA 
policy states that one mem-
bership equals one person. 
Only one application per 
membership number will be 
accepted.

Students enrolled in a 
full-time educational pro-
gram with an interest in the 
agriculture industry are eli-
gible for a one-year mem-
bership in the MCGA for 
$20. Grower and associate 
memberships in the MCGA 
are $60 for one year, $155 
for three years, or $500 for 
a lifetime.

Other benefits MCGA 
members are entitled to in-
clude:

• A collective legis-
lative voice on state and na-
tional legislation and policy.

• Free attendance to 
the MCGA Annual Meet-
ing, where key agricultur-
al issues are examined and 
discussed by corn growers 
and legislators. This year’s 
meeting will be held on Feb. 
7 at the Thomas M. Cooley 
Law School in Lansing.

• Free attendance to 
the Thumb Area Golf Out-
ing on Aug. 14 at Verona 
Hills Golf Club in Bad Axe; 
the Central Michigan Golf 
Outing on Aug. 16 at Cen-

tennial Acres Golf Course in 
Sunfield; and Ethanol Night 
at the Races on Sept. 8 at 
Dixie Motor Speedway in 
Birch Run.

• Membership in the 
National Corn Growers As-
sociation (NCGA).

• A quarterly MCGA 
newsletter.

• Discounts with 
Auto Owners Insurance, 
natural gas discounts with 
Volunteer Energy, home ser-
vices discounts with Con-
nect Your Home and many 
more statewide benefits.

• Discounts from 
Ford Motor Company, Dell, 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
and Cabela’s through the 
NCGA.

• The opportunity to 
serve on the MCGA board 
at the county, state or na-
tional levels, and to become 
involved in NCGA Action 
Teams and Committees.

• The opportunity 
to apply for a rebate and a 
scholarship for the Michi-
gan Agricultural Environ-
mental Assurance Program 
(MAEAP).

• Eligibility to apply 
for a Farm Women’s Sym-
posium Scholarship, and

• The chance to ap-

ply for a Great Lakes Lead-
ership Academy Scholar-
ship. 

For more informa-
tion, or if you would like 
to purchase a membership, 
please contact the MCGA 
at 1.888.323.6601 or email 
us at membership@micorn.
org.  

 
Headquartered in Lan-

sing, the MCGA is a grass-
roots-membership associa-
tion that has represented 
the political interests of the 
state’s corn growers since 
the 1970s. The MCGA 
works cooperatively with 
the Corn Marketing Pro-
gram of Michigan (CMPM) 
a legislatively established 
program that utilizes one-
cent per bushel of Michigan 
corn sold and invests in re-
search, education, new uses 
and market development. 
Michigan’s corn industry 
adds more than one billion 
dollars to the state’s econ-
omy annually, and in 2010, 
Michigan’s corn farmers 
harvested a record-setting 
crop of more than 315 mil-
lion bushels. For more infor-
mation, visit the website of 
the MCGA and the CMPM 
at www.micorn.org.

 

Scholarships,  continued

If you’re of a certain 
age, the new year means 
you’re that much closer to 
a day you may have antici-
pated with a combination of 
humor and resignation — 
specifically, the day you’re 
eligible for Social Secu-
rity. But just because you 
can take Social Security, it 
doesn’t mean you must take 
it. So, should you?

Before we get to that 
question, let’s review the 
basic rules governing So-
cial Security payments. You 
can typically start collecting 
benefits at age 62, but you’ll 
get only about 75 percent of 
what you’d receive if you 
waited until your “full” re-
tirement age, which varies 
according to your birth year 
but is most likely 66. You’ll 
get even bigger monthly 
checks if you delay collect-
ing them until you’re past 
66, and you’ll “max out” 
on your payments once you 
reach 70.

So, the question boils 
down to this: Should you 
start collecting Social Secu-
rity early — thereby receiv-
ing smaller, but more nu-
merous, checks — or later, 
when your checks will be 
bigger but fewer?

If you really need the 
money once you reach 62, 
you’ve already got your an-
swer. But if you could po-
tentially afford to wait, we 
recommend you view your 
decision through a LENS:  

• L: Your projected 
lifespan — You can’t see 
into the future, but given 
your family history and gen-
eral health, you can make 
an educated guess about 
your projected longevity. If 
you’re fairly confident that, 
once you reach 66, you’ve 
still got another two or more 
decades in front of you, you 
may want to consider delay-
ing taking Social Security 
past age 62. 

When should you start 
taking Social Security?

• E: Your employ-
ment status — If you’re un-
der full retirement age — 
between 62 and 66 — then 
for every two dollars you 
earn over $14,640 (in 2012), 
you’ll lose one dollar in So-
cial Security benefits. In the 
months before you reach 
your full retirement age, for 
every three dollars you earn 
over $38,880 (again, for 
2012), you’ll lose one dol-
lar in benefits. But starting 
in the month you reach your 
full retirement age, you can 
earn as much as you want 
without losing any benefits. 

• N: Your need, in-
cluding your other sourc-
es of retirement income — 
If you have a pension, or 
you’ve built substantial re-
sources in your IRA, your 
401(k) or other employer-
sponsored retirement plan, 
and you can support your 
income needs with modest 
withdrawals from these ac-
counts, you might decide it’s 
worthwhile to delay taking 
Social Security to maximize 
your benefits. Remember 
that regardless of your So-
cial Security decision, you 
typically would have to pay 
a 10 percent early withdraw-

Financial Focus, 
continued, page 7
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Letters To The Editor:
The Lowell Ledger welcomes your Letters to 

the Editor. Letters are required to bear the author’s 
signature, phone number and address  (for verification 
purposes only, not for publication). Letters will be 
published at the discretion of the publisher . All letters 
are subject to editing for length and grammar. Thank 
you letters, advertising or personal attacks will not be 
printed.  

Letters may be submitted via email to: ledger@
lowellbuyersguide.com (“to the Editor” in subject line) 
or dropped off or mailed to: The Lowell Ledger, 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell, MI 49331. Also, our website, www.
lowellbuyersguide.com  has a link to submit  emails on 
the left side of the page.

to the editor

LAS Superintendent Greg Pratt

sharing 
the visionDear Editor,

Community members 
look to 2012 with optimism 
was the headline in the Dec. 
28 Lowell Ledger. The ar-
ticle stated - Lowell ac-
cording to Hodges, needs 
to focus on the downtown 
business success, filling va-
cancies and continuing for a 
greater Lowell Community.

Myself, I don’t believe 
Lowell should be focusing 
on any area that puts little to 

nothing in the general fund. 
The general fund is the heart 
of the city. Now it’s time 
to focus on the city’s real 
needs. It’s time to have an 
aggressive plan in replacing 
the city’s dilapidated road 
system. It’s time to give city 
employees a cost-of-living 
wage raise. It’s time to fund 
an equipment fund.

To accomplish these 
deeds and more the Down-
town Development Author-

ity (DDA) should help fund 
the general fund. The DDA 
could pay the full yearly 
payment of the city hall and 
police department building 
which would eliminate the 
$140,000 city budget defi-
cit. The DDA should pay for 
all services rendered to them 
by the city. It’s time that the 
city council debates the sin-
gle largest cost to the city 
budget, which is the police 
department. It’s time that the 
city council and the DDA 
got their house in order.

It  was stated in the ar-
ticle that the focus should 
be on creating a future vi-
sion for the community. I 
say the focus should be on 
maintaining the community 
first, before focusing on its 
future. Lowell has been put-
ting the cart before the horse 
and that’s why its tax rate is 
near the tops in Kent County 
and its roads have become 
twice the age of replace-
ment.

Jim Howard
Lowell

city optimism

100 Years Ago
The Lowell Ledger
January 11, 1912

I, the undersigned, being determined to have my 
record clear before god and man, do hereby confess that 
on the night of the day of November 1909, I disturbed 
the peace and endangered the safety of this city by 
knowingly and intentionally setting fire to the house in 
which I was residing, for which act I have truly repented 
before God and received his forgiveness, have made 
confession and restitution to the owner of the premises 
and to the insurance companies concerned and I now 
ask the forgiveness of my fellow citizens in as public 
manner as is demanded by the nature of my crime and 
am willing and ready to reimburse the city government 
for expenses incurred in extinguishing said fire and all 
individuals that suffered loss or inconvenience thereby, 
as far as it is in my power so to do—being prompted 
here, not by any human being, but by God’s Spirit in 
my heart and in His word.  HOMER LEE

The house in question was the Mount house on 
Washington Street, afterward rebuilt by John McCall.

 

75 Years Ago
The Lowell Ledger and Alto Solo

January 7, 1937
Perhaps J. C. Hatch should be called Lowell’s 

permanent post office equipment installer, as he not 
only has the contract for installing new equipment for 
the Lowell post office, in the new location which is to 
be in the London block on W. Main St., but also for 
the reason that he installed the present equipment 
in the post office now in use. This was about in 1914 
when Earl Hunter was serving as postmaster under 
President Woodrow Wilson. Those who assisted Mr. 
Hatch were the following: Joe Lewis, Eugene Wood, 
Richard Baird, George and J. C. Hatch, carpenters; 
Phil Krum, plumber; Roman Jones and C. D. Gunn, 

painters; Ernest Shaley, mason. It was at this time that 
the front entrance was changed from the center to the 
east side of the building. Of the workers mentioned, 
it is thought all have passed away with the exception 
of Mr. Hatch and his done George and Richard Baird. 
This building, which has been used continuously as a 
post office was erected some fifty years ago by the late 
B. G. Wilson, who constructed many other business 
blocks and residences here during his lifetime.

 

50 Years Ago
The Lowell Ledger
January 11, 1962

The weather has dominated the news in the 
community over the past week, freezing rain on 
Thursday night and Friday closed the schools. The 
freezing rain then turned to snow on Saturday and by 
Tuesday there was 12 inches of snow on top of the 
ice-covered side roads.

School opened Monday in spite of the storm, but 
many buses were late getting in. One bus bringing 
kindergarten children to the Morse Lake school in the 
Alto area arrived at the usual time for starting home 
with the boys and girls.

C. H. Runciman Sr., president of the C. H. Runciman 
Company, has announced the appointment of William 
S. Doyle to vice president of the company, effective 
January 2, 1962.

 

25 Years Ago
The Grand Valley Ledger

January 14, 1987
Lowell grappler Brett Nagy made his notch in Lowell 

sports history by accomplishing something that only 
four wrestlers have done at Lowell. Nagy marked his 
100th win during his high school career. The four other 
wrestlers that have accomplished this feat are John 
Wilder, in 1976; Tony Huver, Carl Pratt, and Brett Kirby 
all accomplished this last year in the 1985-86 season.

January has been des-
ignated School Board Rec-
ognition Month in Michi-
gan. We salute the Lowell 
Board of Education mem-
bers for the crucial role that 
an elected Board of Educa-
tion assumes. Each of our 
Board members works to 
ensure that decisions about 
the district’s vision, pro-
grams, and finances are re-
flective of our community’s 
values, culture, and circum-
stances. Showing apprecia-
tion for the important work 
of school boards should oc-
cur all year! But, too often, 
we neglect to recognize the 
countless hours and hard 
work that is required of 
these men and women who 
represent us.

Serving on a school 
board has been described as 
the ‘toughest volunteer job 
in America.’ Did you know 
that Board of Education 
members dedicate countless 
personal hours to not only 
attend Board meetings, but 
also to develop and approve 
policies, attend commit-
tee meetings, school func-
tions, and hours of prepa-
ration and reading for the 
decisions they make? They 
also bear responsibility and 
oversight for an annual bud-
get. In addition, many Board 
members actively engage on 
the legislative front, keep-
ing informed about laws, 
regulations, and school bud-
get cuts being made in Lan-
sing. They pursue their own 
professional development 
to stay on top of the ever-
changing education land-
scape.

School Board recognition
 and the work ahead

Lowell Board of Educa-
tion members are deeply in-
volved in community activi-
ties and spend many hours at 
extracurricular events. Our 
Board members are moti-
vated by their love for learn-
ing, and concern and caring 
for students, staff and com-
munity. 

This January, the staff 
and students of our district 
are asking all members of 
the community to take a 
moment and thank a school 
board member. Our Board 
of Education members are: 
Jim Turner, President; Brian 
Krajewski, Vice President; 
Patrick Nugent, Secretary; 
Maureen Fleet, Treasur-
er; Dan Brubaker, Trustee; 
Gary Blough, Trustee; and 
Tom Kaywood, Trustee.

That being said, the 
Lowell Board of Education 
in collaboration with dis-
trict administration and staff 
will tackle much important 
work that lies ahead. This 
work is strategically laid 
out in a framework of ac-
tion plans and goals, with 
timelines, and those respon-
sible for executing the plans. 
One important goal is to de-
velop a long-term facilities 
plan and vision for our dis-
trict. As you know, last fall 
the district held a series of 
community forums to dis-
cuss facility improvements, 
future needs, and the devel-
opment of a facilities plan 
for Lowell Area Schools. 
Attendees had an opportu-
nity to provide input, ideas, 

Sharing the Vision,
continued, page 7
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CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
(Assembly of God)

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery
Robert Holmes, Pastor

SUNDAYS:
Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m.

“The Source” Youth: 7:00 p.m.

2275 West Main Street  • 897-7168
Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org

Rev. Jon Pickens
Rev. W. Lee Taylor & Pastor Phil Severn
Sun. Worship Service..........................9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Sunday School Hour/ABF’s...................................11:00 A.M.
AWANA 6-8/Youth Ministry............................Wed. 6:15 P.M.

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell

9:45 A.M. .....................Sunday School
10:30 A.M............................Fellowship
11:00 A.M.................................Worship

Nursery & Children 
Worship Programs Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service..............Sunday -10:00 A.M.
(Nursery available)

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Pastor Rod Galindo
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship................10:00 A. M.
Sunday School....................11:20 A.M.
Evening Worship...................6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

402 Amity St. • 897-9820
www.stmary-lowell.com

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 9:30 AM
Saturday confessions: 4-4:45 PM

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:00 AM - 8 PM
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS - CALL PETE WIGGINS  897-7915

SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 393, EWTN FOR 24 HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING

201 N. Washington
Lowell, MI • 897-8800

Pastor Wes Hershberger
Sundays - Christian Education.........9:15 a.m.
Celebration.....................................10:40 a.m.
 Wednesdays - Kid’s Service, Teen’s Service, 
Adult Bible Study..............................7:00 p.m.

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

621 E. Main Street • 897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

Worship......... 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School.....................9:30
Youth Groups (Jr. & Sr. High)..........6:00
Wednesdays 
After School Kids’ Club.... UNTIL 5:30

Rev. Rick Blunt

Barrier-free entrance

churchesarea

weddings
anniversary

engagements

P.O. Box 128
Lowell, MI 49331

 897-9261

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday:

8 am - 5 pm
Friday:  8 am - 2 pm
Closed Sat. & Sun. happy 

birthday!

HEALTH
With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 

Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

health

Osteomyelitis

GREG VAN STRIEN
HEATING AND PLUMBING

HEATING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE & INSTALLATION

PLUMBING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
WARM AIR/RADIANT HEAT

OIL BURNER SERVICE

(616) 897-5569
Visa And Master Card Accepted

Hall for rent 
with kitchen
SEATS 150

Located 
at the 

fairgrounds
www.kcfg.org
Call 897-6050

JANUARY 11
Katie Plutschouw, 
Ian Blodger, Marian 
Guastavino.

JANUARY 12
Judy Ellison, Stuart 
Sauber, Mike Vezino.

Dianna Layne Vollmer 
and John Robert Webb were 
joined in marriage at Spring 
Lake Presbyterian Church 
in Spring Lake on Septem-
ber 10, 2011. 

Maid of honor was 
Alyse Vollmer. Bridesmaids 
were Shayna Brummels, 
Alison Datema, Kate Dil-
ly, Julie Webb, and Regan 
Vollmer.

Best man was Troy 

John and Dianna Webb

Webb/Vollmer

Gillan. Groomsmen were 
Kyle Hines, Chad Smolins-
ki, Stuart Vollmer III, Mat-
thew Trierweiler, and Bar-
ett Vollmer. Ring bearer was 
Dylan Thomson.

Parents of the couple 
are Stuart II and Lynnell 
Vollmer of Grand Rapids 
and Edward and Carol Webb 
of Lowell.

The couple resides in 
Longmont, CO.

Elizabeth Schlosser and 
Katlin Manszewski will ex-
change wedding vows on 
July 14, 2012. The Lowell 
couple are the children of 
Charley and Pam Schlosser 

Schlosser/Manszewski

Katlin Manszewski and Elizabeth Schlosser

and Kathy Thebo and Joe 
Manszewski, all of Lowell. 
Both the bride-to-be and the 
future groom attend Grand 
Valley State University.

Osteomyelitis is an in-
fection in the bone. It is 
caused by bacteria that 
spreads through the blood 
from a wound or infection 
somewhere else in the body. 
In children, it usually oc-
curs in the arms and legs. In 
adults, it usually affects the 
feet, spine or hips. People 
with diabetes or poor circu-
lation are more likely to get 
osteomyelitis. 

Symptoms of osteomy-
elitis may vary. Children 
usually have pain, swelling 
and redness over the area 
that is infected. They also 
may have a fever or trouble 
moving the arm or leg and 
they may be more tired than 
usual. In adults, the symp-
toms may be harder to pin-
point. They may have a fe-
ver or feel more tired. There 
may be pain in the area over 
the bone and wounds may 
take longer to heal. Symp-
toms can take up to six 
weeks to develop after the 
infection has started.

In children, osteomyeli-
tis is usually diagnosed by 
the symptoms and a physi-
cal exam. In adults, the diag-
nosis can be more difficult 
because the symptoms and 
examination are not always 
clear. Blood tests can show 
infection in the body, but 
other tests, such as x-rays 
or MRI must also be done. 
The best way to tell if a pa-
tient has osteomyelitis is to 
remove a piece of damaged 
bone and test it for bacteria.

The main treatment for 
children and adults is antibi-
otics. Antibiotics are usually 
given first through an IV to 
get high doses of the medi-
cine into the blood. Later, 
antibiotic pills may be used. 
Children usually need about 
four weeks of antibiotics. 
Adults need to take antibi-
otics for six to eight weeks. 
Sometimes surgery is need-
ed to clean out the infected 
bone.

JANUARY 13
Jake Sterzick, Stephen 
Rutherford.

JANUARY 14
Angie Nowak, Ryan 
Burns, Tim Yonker.

JANUARY 15
Dennis Burns.

JANUARY 16
Alex Stuckey.

JANUARY 17
Kevin Rasch, Joe Potter.



page 7  wednesday • january • 11 • 2012

college news

T: 616-897-7668  F: 616-988-8884 
E-mail— michtaxserv@gmail.com 

















SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS AND 
APPLICATION DEADLINES

Bowne Township Planning Commission 
& Zoning Board of Appeals

2012-2013

PLANNING COMMISSION ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 Submittal Deadline Meeting Date Submittal Meeting Date
  (1st Thursday) Deadline (3rd Thursday)
 Site Plans Rezoning Variances
 Special Uses
 & Other

December 7 December 1 January 6  2011 December 22 Jan. 19, 2012

January 13 January 5 February 2 January 19 February 16

February 10 February 2 March 1 February 16  March 15

March 15 March 8 April 5 March 22 April 19

April 13 April 5 May 3 April 9 May 17

May 10 May 3 June 7  May 24 June 21

June 14 June 8 July 5 June 24 July 19

July 12 July 5 August 2 July 19 August 16

August 10 August 9 Sept 6 August 23 Sept. 20

Sept. 13 Sept. 6 October 4 Sept. 20 October 18

October 11 October 4 November 1 October 18 Nov.  15

Nov. 15 Nov. 8 December 6 Nov. 22  Dec. 20

Dec 13 Dec. 6 January 3, 2013 December 20 Jan. 17, 2013

Jan. 17 Jan. 10 February 7 January 24 February 21

Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. in the
BOWNE TOWNSHIP HISTORIC HALL

8240 ALDEN NASH SE
 ALTO, MI 49302

616-868-6846

BOWNE TOWNSHIP 
MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2012

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETINGS -- 
3RD MONDAY EACH MONTH

JANUARY 16 APRIL 16 JULY 16 OCTOBER 15
FEBRUARY 20 MAY 21 AUGUST 20 NOVEMBER 19
MARCH 19 JUNE 18 SEPT. 17 DECEMBER 17

7:30 P.M. - BOWNE TOWNSHIP OFFICE
 8240 ALDEN  NASH SE
 ALTO MI 49302
  616-868-6846

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS – 
1st THURSDAY EACH  MONTH

JANUARY 5 APRIL 5 JULY 5 OCTOBER 4
FEBRUARY 2 MAY 3 AUGUST 2 NOVEMBER 1
MARCH 1 JUNE 7 SEPT. 6 DECEMBER 6

7:30 P.M. - BOWNE TOWNSHIP OFFICE

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - 3RD THURSDAY

JANUARY 19 APRIL 19 JULY 19 OCTOBER 18
FEBRUARY 16 MAY 17 AUGUST 16 NOVEMBER 15
MARCH 15 JUNE 21 SEPT. 20 DECEMBER 20

7:30 P.M. - BOWNE TOWNSHIP OFFICE

and confer about our vision 
for the future of our learning 
environments and what stu-
dents need to be successful. 
The next step was to con-
duct an electronic survey of 
our staff and parents to col-
lect additional feedback as 
we move forward. If you 
are a parent in the district, 
and haven’t already done so, 
please complete the survey 
via the link sent to you via 
email. In the months ahead, 
I will be communicating 
with you about next steps. 
In the meantime, I want you 
to know how valuable the 
exchange of ideas and dia-
logue has been, I am appre-
ciative of the time and effort 
given by those involved.

Another exciting ini-
tiative that began in 2010 
was a collaborative partner-
ship between Grand Rapids 
Community College and the 
Lowell Area Schools that re-
sulted in a GRCC presence 
right here in our community. 

For the first time, GRCC be-
gan offering courses conve-
niently offered at our Run-
ciman building (where our 
central office is housed.) 
This opportunity opened 
doors for students and com-
munity members to gain as 
many as 13 credits without 
having to travel in winter 
conditions, deal with park-

ing, etc. I am pleased to an-
nounce that GRCC courses 
again began in January and a 
total of 60 students are now 
enrolled in one or more col-
lege courses locally this se-
mester. Lowell IS the place 
to be!! 

I wish upon our entire 
community an inspiring and 
meaningful New Year!

Sharing the Vision, continued

Financial Focus, continued
al penalty if you started tak-
ing withdrawals from these 
accounts before you reach 
age 59 1/2. 

• S: Your spouse/
marital status — If you’re 
single, you basically just 
need to think of yourself 
when making this decision. 
But it’s a different story if 
you’re married. If you die 
first, your spouse can keep 
receiving his or her own So-

cial Security benefit or re-
ceive yours — whichever 
is larger. Consequently, you 
and your spouse will want 
to coordinate when you take 
Social Security benefits so 
that you can maximize the 
benefit for the spouse likeli-
est to live longer.

The choice of when to 

start taking Social Securi-
ty can affect your lifestyle 
throughout your retirement 
years — so weigh all the 
factors and make the choice 
that’s right for you. 

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Michigan Technologi-
cal University has released 
the dean's list for the 2011 
fall semester. To be includ-
ed, students must achieve 
grade point averages of 3.5 
or higher. Those earning 
straight A averages of 4.0 
are indicated by asterisks. 

Among the honorees 
are the following from the 
local area: From Lowell, 
Corey Bilski, computer sci-
ence* and Derek Chopp, 
computer engineering; from 
Saranac, Tarah Falsetta, bio-

chemistry and molecular bi-
ology-chemistry; and from 
Alto, Daniel Freiberg, ma-
terials science and engineer-
ing.

Michigan Technologi-
cal University (mtu.edu) is a 
leading public research uni-
versity developing new tech-
nologies and preparing stu-
dents to create the future for 
a prosperous and sustainable 
world. Michigan Tech offers 
more than 130 undergradu-
ate and graduate degree pro-
grams in engineering; forest 

resources; computing; tech-
nology; business; econom-
ics; natural, physical and en-
vironmental sciences; arts; 
humanities; and social sci-
ences.

Davenport University 
has announced that sever-
al local students have been 
named to the dean’s list for 
the fall 2011 semester. To 
achieve the dean’s list, a stu-
dent must maintain a mini-
mum 3.5 grade point av-
erage while enrolled in at 
least nine credits of regular 
coursework.

Following are local stu-
dents who have been named 

to the dean’s list at Daven-
port University:

Jeffrey Huizing, Ben-
jamin Hutchins, Kason-
dra LeVault, Christopher 
Lehman, Lindsay Shoaf, 
and Kathleen Thomas, all of 
Alto.

Tyler Bitterman, Anne 

Blazo, Sharmayne Busha, 
Donald Clark, Gabriel Del-
nick, Lisa Kenworthy, Brit-
tany Lyman, Taylor Mankel, 
Colleen Miller, Jessica Rehl, 
Dale Richardson, Adrienne 
Ripley, Amy VanEns, and 
Amy Vander Ziel, all of 
Lowell.

Courtney Schmidt and 
Andrea Converse, both of 
Lowell, have been named to 
the dean’s list at Hope Col-
lege for the first semester of 
the 2011-12 school year. To 
be named to the dean’s list 
a student must have a min-
imum 3.5 grade point aver-
age on a 4.0 scale.

•••
Our great 
weariness 

comes from 
work not 

done.
~ Eric Hoffer 
(1902 -  1983)
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SPORTS
Red Arrow

  - GYMNASTICS

897-8560

• Septic Tanks Cleaned •
• Home Sale Evaluations •

C
O
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N

C
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Week of 
Jan. 16, 2012

LUNCH MENU

 Hamburger on 
wheat bun (Danimals 
Yogurt w/American cheese 
& saltine crackers, also 
offered at Alto, Cherry 
Creek & Murray Lake), 
tossed salad w/romaine, 
orange smiles, milk.

French toast sticks 
or cereal w/Graham 
crackers each w/
scrambled egg, (cheese 
omelet offered at 
Bushnell), fresh banana, 
fresh mini carrots, milk.

 Baked chicken 
nuggets w/wheat dinner 
roll (Jr. turkey & cheese 
sub, also offered at Alto, 
Cherry Creek & Murray 
Lake), mashed potatoes & 
gravy, peaches, milk.

Tony’s pepperoni 
pizza (chicken patty on 
wheat bun, also offered at 
Alto, Cherry Creek & 
Murray Lake), tossed salad 
w/romaine, fruit goop w/
vanilla pudding, milk.

Macaroni & cheese 
(burrito w/salsa, also 
offered at Alto, Cherry 
Creek & Murray Lake), 
green beans, fresh apple 
slices, warm soft pretzel, 
milk.

•••
The time you enjoy wasting 

is not wasted time.
~ Bertrand Russell

by Casey Cheney

Head coach Michele 
DeHaan said, “This is the 
first time ever that Low-
ell has been able to field 
two teams at an invitation-
al, which shows our depth 
when both our teams can 
score within 6 points of each 
other.”

She added that they 
haven't had a team of this 
size and with this much 
depth and talent since 2003.  
On top of that, much of that 
talent is young talent.

Of the 15 girls on the 
team, 10 of them are in ninth 
or tenth grade.

With that in mind, she 
said, “The first few meets 
have been a solid start and 
scores will only go up with 
more hard work and focus 
at practice. We're looking 
at adding more skills to the 
girls’ routines that will fulfill 
more of the event require-
ments to raise their scores.”

Friendship meet helps strengthen Lowell team

Prior to this, DeHaan 
and her gymnastics team 
were able to try something 
new in the gymnastics’ pre-
season.

“Our Dec. 21 meet held 
at Lowell was not a tradi-
tional high school gymnas-
tics meet,” she said.

Freeland-Swan Valley, 
Kenowa Hills-Grandville 
and Lowell participated in 
the meet. DeHaan explained 
that while individual scores 
counted toward qualifying 
for regionals, team scores by 
school were not tallied.

“Lowell did not lose to 
Freeland that day,” she said.

In fact, the gymnasts 
from these schools, that usu-
ally compete against one 
another, performed for the 
same team in what DeHaan 
labeled a “friendship meet.”

“I decided to add a 
fun twist and the other two 
coaches agreed,” she said. 
“I wanted to promote good 
sportsmanship and hopeful-
ly spark a few new friend-
ships between the girls on 
the different teams.” So, 
each school split their com-

petitors into three teams 
and three new teams were 
formed, each made up of 
girls from all three schools. 

The teams were “Mi-
chele's Elves,” “Suzy's San-
tas,” and “Brenda's Bells.”

DeHaan said, “I am so 
proud of my entire team for 
letting me think outside the 
box on this and embracing 
the fun idea I had. They re-
ally stepped up and I was so 
proud to hear them cheering 
for their 'teammates' for that 
night. I have even seen more 
conversations happening 
at other meets between the 
girls from these three teams, 
so my mission was accom-
plished.”

She added that she's 
proud of the effort her 
girls displayed while being 
coached for the night by oth-
er coaches.

“Overall, it was a great 
night,” she said.

Under this new system, 
the total team scores were 
tallied to determine a “win-
ner.”

“Scores were added up 

Beam queens, from left to right: Alyshia Inrig (K), Emma Hansen (F), 
Megan Stein (F), Jazmyne Jezowski (F), Karry Modolo (F), Kayli Red-
burn (F), Kaezi Bladey (L), Jorie Bennett (L), Lauren DeHaan (L), and 
Megan Lee (K).

based on the above teams 
for bragging rights only,” 
DeHaan said. “So I guess I 
must brag and say that Mi-
chele's Elves team was the 
overall winner.”

The division was divid-
ed to foster total participa-
tion. They were also split to 
be highly competitive.

“I was very happy that 
the teams were so close in 
scoring because I intended 
to try to make things pret-
ty even because I wanted it 

possible for any of them to 
win the bragging rights,” 
DeHaan said, adding, “I 
wanted to stress that staying 
on the beam and keeping 
routines clean would decide 
the winning team.”

Each mixed team was 
given medals for first, sec-
ond or third and DeHaan 
said the girls that performed 
their beam routines with no 
falls were crowned “beam 
queen” with crowns from 
Burger King.

DeHaan concluded, 
“This 'friendship meet' was 
a huge success and I am al-
ready making plans with the 
coaches to do it again next 
year.”

Here were the three 
teams and their scores:

Michele's Elves (Low-
ell coach, Michele DeHaan) 
- wore white ribbons in their 
hair
Score: 131.825
Megan Stein - Freeland
Shelby Niedzwiecki - Free-
land
Lauren DeHaan - Lowell
Abby Rogalke - Lowell
Bailey Roberts - Lowell
Megan Lee - Kenowa
Kaylee Wold - Lowell
Haley Maxwell - Freeland
Emma Hansen - Freeland
Erin Groom - Lowell

 
Suzy's Santas (Freeland 
coach, Suzy Weldon) - wore 
red ribbons in their hair
Score: 131.15
Kelly Momber - Kenowa
Elizabeth Carpenter - Ke-
nowa
Karry Modolo - Freeland
Jazmyne Jezowski - Free-
land
Meghan Plutschouw - Low-
ell
Jorie Bennett - Lowell
Emily Judd - Lowell
Ashley Buskard - Kenowa
Kaezi Bladey - Lowell
Morgan McVey - Lowell
 
Brenda's Bells (Kenowa 
coach, Brenda McDonald) - 
wore yellow ribbons in their 
hair
Score: 130.65
Colleen Cater - Lowell
Vivian Nguyen - Kenowa
Morgan Taylor - Lowell
Kayli Redburn - Freeland
Melanie Padgett - Freeland
Alyshia Ihrig - Kenowa
Maranda Johnson - Lowell
Taylor Tepper - Kenowa
Danielle Krajewski - Lowell
Bethany Kaczanowski - 
Lowell

 Brendas Bells

Gymnastics, 
continued, page 9
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 - BASKETBALL

Offer expires 01/22/12
Hurry, valid for first 50 new members

Limit one per household. No cash value. Access card fee, other fees 
and some restrictions may apply. Valid only for local residents on first 
visit at participating clubs. ©2012 Snap Fitness, Inc. 

Lowell
2173 West Main St.

616-987-4000
snapfitness.com/lowellmi

Greenville
701 S. Greenville West Dr.

616-828-5997
www.snapfitness.com/greenvillemi

Belmont
2355 Belmont Center Drive

616-719-4577
www.snapfitness.com/belmont

—or— SWITCH from your current club & SAVE!

GET 2 MONTHs FREE
Proof of current-club membership required. 
Not valid with other offers.

—plus—

FAsT sTART PROGRAM
• Fitness Score Session & 60-day Follow-up ($150 value)  
• “Basic 8” Training Session  • Check-in Calls & Body Measurement  
• Workout Rewards Program  • Online Workouts & Meal Plans  

FREE 
ENROLLMENT

    
    

 HAPPY  80TH BIRTHDAY
ALICE MERRIMAN HESCHE

An open house will be held in celebration on 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2012 from 1 to 5 PM

Lowell Township Hall
2910 Alden Nash, Lowell

No Gifts 
Please

•••
It is a good rule in life never to apologize. The right 

sort of people do not want apologies, and the wrong 
sort take a mean advantage of them.

~ P. G. Wodehouse (1881 - 1975)

Lowell’s event 
scores from Jan. 4.

Vault
Meghan Plutschouw 8.75
Lauren DeHaan 8.4
Emily Judd 8.3
Morgan Taylor & Abby Ro-
galke 8.3

Bars
Lauren DeHaan 7.55
Emily Judd 7.3
Abby Rogalke 7.2
Meghan Plutschouw 7.2

Beam 
Jorie Bennett 7.6
Bethany Kaczanowski 7.55
Lauren DeHaan 7.5
Kaylee Wold 7.2

Friendship meet helps strengthen Lowell team
SPORTS
Red Arrow

Gymnastics, continued

Suzy’s Santas

Floor
Abby Rogalke 8.05
Bethany Kaczanowski 7.85
Emily Judd 7.85
Meghan Plutschouw 7.7

1/7 Rockford 
Invitational
Lowell A Team: 14th place, 
124.075
Lowell B Team: 15th place, 
118.325

Vault
Meghan Plutschouw 8.7
Jorie Bennett 8.6
Morgan Taylor 8.45
Colleen Cater & Lauren De-
Haan 8.4

Bars
Lauren DeHaan 7.125
Kaezi Bladey 7.05
Emily Judd 6.875
Abby Rogalke & Morgan 
Taylor 6.8

Beam 
Kaezi Bladey 8.2
Lauren DeHaan 7.95
Abby Rogalke 7.7
Bethany Kaczanowski 7.55

Floor
Kaezi Bladey 8.15
Emily Judd & Bethany Kac-
zanowski 8.0
Abby Rogalke & Meghan 
Plutschouw 7.85

Michele’s Elves  

by Casey Cheney

The Lowell girls’ bas-
ketball team only trailed by 
nine points at halftime in 
the home match against East 
Grand Rapids on Friday.

Thus far, however, they 
had only put up ten points.

East scored six un-
answered points to start 
the second half, making a 
comeback more difficult for 
the Lady Red Arrows. They 
now trailed 10-26.

After a series of turn-
overs by both teams, Low-
ell's Aubreigh Steed got a 
bucket in the paint off a nice 
post move, ending the scor-
ing drought for the Red Ar-
rows. 

“There were too many 
wasted possessions turning 
the ball over,” head coach 
Kevin Brechting said.

He added, “Steed has 
been a presence for us and 
very consistent on the offen-
sive end.”

By the start of the 
fourth quarter, they trailed 
by 12 points.

However, the girls 
scored five points to the Pi-
oneers' 12 with two minutes 
left in the game. East's scor-
ing had put it out of reach, 
the score 21-40.

Lowell had scored their 
last for the match, but East 
managed to put up seven 
more points. The final score 
was 21-47.

The Red Arrows are 

Girls’ basketball takes 
losses at the hands 
of Forest Hills Northern, 
East Grand Rapids

now 1-6, losing on Tuesday 
to Forest Hills Northern.

“Both games, I feel 
like we played extremely 
well defensively,” Brecht-
ing said. “Our struggles all 
year have been on the offen-
sive end... I believe actually 
our rebound has increased. 
We just have to put the ball 
in the hole more. That's 
what we're working on ev-
ery day.”

The girls travel to Ke-
nowa Hills and Northview 
this week and Brechting 
said he hopes to bring home 
some “W”s.

He said, “It's been a 

tough schedule to start, but 
hopefully we're going to 
turn the corner this week.”

Other players to watch 
to snag those victories are 
Stephanie Stevens, Amber 
Martin and Lauren Kurtz.

“Stephanie Stevens has 
been an all-around great 
player defensively and our 
leading scorer, averaging 
just under double digits,” 
he said. “Amber Martin has 
been doing a great job bring-
ing the ball up the floor and 
running our offense as well. 
Kurtz has been strong in re-
bounding and coming alive 
defensively for us.”
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•••
The ult imate measure of a man is not 

where he stands in moments of comfort 
and convenience, but where he stands at 

t imes of challenge and controversy.
~ Mart in Luther King Jr.

(1929 -  1968)

WE OFFER
SO MANY
SERVICES!
ALL UNDER

1 ROOF!

FAXING
Sending or 
Receiving

$1 for 1st sheet, 50¢ 
each additional sheet

COPIES
Black & White
15¢ per copy or

10¢ per copy 
if more than 10 of same page

Color Copies
81⁄2 x 11 size paper....95¢ each
11x17 size paper....$1.25 each
discounts for 10 or more of same page

105 N. Broadway
Lowell

616-897-9261

LAMINATING
Next Day Service

50¢ for cards
$1 for 8 1/2 x 11

$3 for 11x17

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Johnson
Tree Service

Tree Removal • Trimming • Stump Removal

Steve Johnson
616-401-7677

Veteran
Owned

JANUARY 4 - JANUARY 10

The family of Ron Wenger wishes to extend 
their gratitude for the many acts of kindness 

received during his illness and recent passing. 
We thank Pastor Wes Hershberger for his comforting words and 

support and to those who gave tribute at the funeral. 
We thank Lowell Schools for the use of their facilities for the 

funeral and luncheon. We also thank the Oakwood Christian 
Reformed and Impact Church communities for providing the lunch 
and Roth-Gerst Funeral Home for making the arrangements. 

Lastly, we thank the entire Lowell community, especially Ron’s 
friends at the fairgrounds and the Backwater Cafe, for their support 
and kindness during his recent illness and passing. 

Unfortunately, it would be impossible to name every person who 
showed love and support during this time because there were so 
many who did so. Nevertheless,  we appreciate each and every act 
and thank you again. 

Barb Wenger
Cliff and Grace Wenger

Ken, Larry, Tom Wenger and their families

~ Thank You ~

•	 Tiger	Woods’	ex-wife	Elin	Nordegren	destroys	
her	 $12	 million	 Florida	 mansion	 because	 it	
does	 not	 conform	 to	 hurricane	 safety	 codes	
and	 is	 infested	 with	 termites.	Apparently	 she	
will	be	rebuilding	a	very	similar	looking	one	in	
its	place.	

•	 Actress/comedienne	 Betty	 White	 celebrates	
her	90th	birthday.

•	 Singer	Beyonce	and	husband	Jay-Z	announces	
the	birth	of	their	daughter,	Ivy	Blue	Carter.

•	 Pope	 Benedict	 comments	 in	 a	 new	 year	
address	 that	 gay	 marriage	 is	 one	 of	 several	
threats	to	the	traditional	family.	

•	 A	 vigil	 is	 held	 at	 the	 University	 of	 Arizona	
in	 Tucson	 on	 Sunday,	 Jan	 8,	 2012,	 to	 mark	
the	 one-year	 anniversary	 of	 the	 shootings	
at	 the	 Safeway.	 Gabrielle	 Giffords	 attended	
and	 recited	 the	Pledge	of	Allegiance	with	her	
husband	Mark	Kelly.

•	 Wife	of	Prince	William,	Kate	Middleton	turns	30	
on	Jan.	9.

•	 Newt	 Gingrich	 is	 dropping	 in	 popularity	 and	
states	that	he	is	“not	going	to	let	up	on	Romney,”	
adding	 that,	 “	 I	 have	 broad	 shoulders.	 I	 can	
stand	the	heat.	Now	let's	see	if	he	has	broad	
shoulders,	that	he	can	stand	the	heat."

•	 An	Australian	woman	survives	a	365	foot	fall	off	
Victoria	Falls	Bridge	in	Africa	into	the	Zambezi	
River	when	her	bungee	snaps	during	a	jump.

January 16 is Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day — a na-
tional holiday. To some, the 
day means more than an ob-
servance of the birthday of 
the civil rights leader.  It is 
also a day to be of service to 
others.

The MLK Day of Ser-
vice is a part of United We 
Serve, the President's na-
tional call to service initia-
tive. It calls for Americans 

Help someone this Martin Luther King Jr Day
from all walks of life to 
work together to provide so-
lutions to our most pressing 
national problems.

A great way to be of 
service to others is to help 
someone you know who 
may need assistance ap-
plying for Social Security, 
Medicare, or Extra Help 
with Medicare prescription 
drug costs. Each of these is 
easy to do at www.socialse-
curity.gov.

Some people who need 
these benefits may not be 
comfortable with computers 
or may not even know ap-
plying online is an option.  
Now it is easier than ever to 
apply for such benefits from 
the convenience of a home 
computer.

For example, it’s easy 
to apply for retirement ben-
efits at www.socialsecurity.
gov/applyonline. It can take 
as little as 15 minutes from 
start to finish, and once the 
application is electronical-
ly submitted, in most cases, 
there is nothing more to do.

It’s even easier to ap-
ply for Medicare, for peo-
ple who do not plan to begin 
their Social Security retire-
ment payments yet but who 
do want Medicare coverage. 
The application takes about 
10 minutes and can be found 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/
medicareonly.

People who already 
have Medicare coverage, 
but who have trouble meet-

ing prescription drug costs, 
can apply for Extra Help on-
line at www.socialsecurity.
gov/extrahelp.

This holiday, make your 
Martin Luther King Day a 
day of service to someone 
who can use your help. Lead 
them to www.socialsecurity.
gov. It may be easy for you, 
but it may be a dream come 
true for the person you help.

Vonda VanTil is the pub-
lic affairs specialist for West 
Michigan.  You can write her 
c/o Social Security Adminis-
tration, 3045 Knapp St NE, 
Grand Rapids MI 49525 or 
via email at vonda.vantil@
ssa.gov  
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SPORTS
Red Arrow

THIS WEEK'S LEDGER 
POLL QUESTION

GO TO:

thelowellledger.com

and VOTE!

2011 saw the lowest movie 
ticket sales since 1995. 

Do you go to the movies?

YES - I prefer to go out
NO - I rent

NO - I can't afford it
NOTHING INTERESTS ME

LOWELL 
CITY COUNCIL 

2012 CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATES
7:00 P.M.

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
SECOND FLOOR

JANUARY  3  ( TUESDAY) New Year’s Day JULY 2
  17 (TUESDAY) Martin Luther King Day  16
FEBRUARY  6    AUGUST 6
  21 (TUESDAY) Presidents Day  20
MARCH  5    SEPTEMBER 4
      (TUESDAY) Labor Day
  19    17
APRIL  2    OCTOBER 1
  16    15
MAY  7    NOVEMBER 5
  21    19
JUNE  4    DECEMBER 3
  18    17

PLEASE NOTE MEETING TIME HAS BEEN CHANGED TO 7:00 P.M.

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

PUBLICATION OF 
NOTICE OF HEARING

FILE NO. 12-191470-GA

In the matter of RONALD 
LEWIS.
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS including: 
RONALD LEWIS JR. 
whose address(es) 
are unknown and 
whose interest in the 
matter may be barred 
or affected by the 
following:

TAKE NOTICE: A 
hearing will be held 
on January 27, 2012 
at 9:00 a.m. at 180 
Ottawa Avenue NW, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
before Judge David M. 
Murkowski (P35026) for 
the following purpose:
on the petition of 
Emily Pierce for the 
appointment of a 
guardian for Ronald 
Lewis.

1/4/2012

John D. Flynn (P27413)

1275 Hawthorne Hills SE
Ada, MI 49301
616-897-6632

Emily Pierce
121 Franklin SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49507
616-248-1335

LEGAL NOTICE

by Casey Cheney

The Lowell Red Arrows 
got their first lead against ri-
val East Grand Rapids at the 
start of the fourth quarter.

This capped off a hard-
fought comeback spanning 
two quarters – the Arrows 
trailed 11-23 against a seem-
ingly unstoppable East team 
at the end of the first quarter.

The game was on pace 
to near triple digits.

“We didn't do a great 
job of getting stops in that 
game,” head coach Kyle 
Carhart said.

But Lowell came out 
in the second quarter with a 
swag they had been missing. 
In four minutes, the Red Ar-
rows mounted a 10-2 scor-
ing run to come within four 
points.

Frustrated and off their 
game, the Pioneers managed 
to regain some of their mo-
mentum, putting them up 
23-30 headed into halftime.

In the meantime, both 
teams put up a lot of free 
throws, Lowell shooting 
1-8.

Boys’ basketball loses two heartbreakers, keep on the grind
“Certainly many teams 

have rolled over in that po-
sition,” Carhart said in ref-
erence to the first quarter. 
“I thought our seniors did 
a great job of rallying our 
guys. They fought back and 
brought us all the way back 
in a game when we seemed 
overwhelmed. We learned a 
lot about ourselves and what 
we want to be.”

The intensity of the 
game showed itself in the 
two technical fouls – one 
for both teams – and a dog 
pile more appropriate for the 
football field near the end of 
the half.

In another exciting run-
in – 7-1 – the Red Arrows 
came within a point of East. 
The fourth quarter started 
with the score 38-39.

To this point, Lowell's 
offense had stayed consis-
tent, but their defense im-
proved dramatically. After 
giving up those 23 first-quar-
ter points, they held the Ea-
gles to a stingy 16 points in 
two more quarters.

After several close en-

counters, Lowell was quick 
to make good in the fourth, 
Kyle Rogers kicking it out to 
Jason Malling, who drained 
the three.

Lowell now led 41-39.
It didn't take the Pio-

neers long to tie it back up 
or to retake the lead on a 
2-2 trip to the charity stripe. 
When Alec Roerig drew the 
charge with 5:53 left in the 
game, Lowell called a time-
out, the scoreboard reading 
43-45.

Out of the time-out, 
Rogers finished the back-
door alley oop to draw the 
Red Arrows even with the 
Pioneers yet again.

When East called a 
time-out with less than two 
minutes in the game, they 
held a 51-49 lead.

Blake Lyman's 1-2 trip 
to the free throw line made 
the score 50-55 with less 
than a minute remaining, 
canceled out by an East free 
throw a few seconds later.

The Red Arrows strug-
gled to create any offense 
against the Pioneers' aggres-
sive half-court trap defense. 
Lowell frantically looked 
for the three to bring them 
within two points of a tie.

After three attempts 
and two offensive rebounds, 
Lowell finally settled for the 
lay-up.

However, they gave up 
a quick bucket and with 16.2 
seconds remaining, Lowell 
found themselves down 52-
58.

As if to show they 
could've still pulled off the 

win with just a few more 
seconds, Rogers nailed the 
triple at the buzzer. The final 
score was 55-58.

Despite losing, Carhart 
said the game demonstrated 
what his players are capable 
of.

“It's a night and day 
difference when our guys 
are doing the right thing,” 
he said. “To have the oth-
er team beat you to the ball 
when points are at a premi-
um late in the game, those 
just kill all your hard work.”

Now, the key is to make 
the transition from perfor-
mance in practice to perfor-
mance on the court. Though 
his team made that transi-
tion in [through] three quar-
ters, he said they have to 

maintain that level of play 
for all 32 minutes.

“So those games are fun 
to watch and fun to celebrate 
after,” he explained.

With this and another 
heartbreaking loss earlier in 
the week, Lowell sits at 0-5.

Carhart said of the loss 
to Forest Hills Northern, 
“We played really well, re-
ally hard, for about 28 min-
utes... I personally need to 
do a better job of preparing 
the guys to execute down 
the stretch.”

Lowell faced Kenowa 
Hills yesterday and will see 
Northview on Friday – both 
games are on the road. Car-
hart said these teams, if any-
thing, will be more difficult 
to get wins against.

VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP

NOTICE
All meetings are held at the Township Hall, 
located at 10381 Bailey Dr., at 7:00 pm.  
For further information, phone 897-5671, 
or visit the township web site at www.ver-
gennestwp.org.

THE VERGENNES TOWNSHIP BOARD 
MEETINGS FOR 2012 ARE 

SCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS:

January 16 July 16 
February 20 August 20
March 19 (Annual Mtg at 6pm) 
 September 17

April 16 October 15
May 21 November 19
June 18 December 17

THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETINGS FOR 2012 ARE 

SCHEDULED AS FOLLOWS:

February 6 July 9

May 7 October 1
   
The Zoning Board of Appeals meet as 
required or requested.

Mari Stone, 
Vergennes Township Clerk
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Survivors include three children, Carleton (Cla) Avery 
and wife Kathy of Roswell, NM, David Avery of Amarillo, 
TX, and Jane Ellen Gray of Roswell, NM; grandchildren, 
Chayne Avery and life partner, Russell Garcia of 
Albuquerque, NM, Chan Avery of Albuquerque, NM, 
Matthew Reed of Lubbock, TX, and Sarah Reed of 
Carthage, TN; one great-grandchild, Avery Lawless of 
Carthage, TN; sister, Judy Clippard of Swartz Creek, 
MI; sister-in-law, Dorothy Avery of Marquette, MI; 
nieces, Susan and husband Leonard Hanline of Lowell, 
Sharon and husband Tony Ellison of Lowell, Ann Marie 
and husband Jeff Sinclair of Hastings, Heidi Clippard 
of Morrice, Denise and husband Russell Diller of Holly, 
Mary Rita and husband Terry Fletcher of Muir, Anita 
and husband Mike McCollum, of Au Train; and nephew, 
Ronald Avery, of Munising.  Also remembered are step-
grandchildren, Saul Gray-Hildebrand of Santa Barbara, 
CA, Amanda Huggins of Grand Rapids, and several 
great nieces and nephews. Memorial services were 
conducted for her at the First United Methodist Church, 
Roswell, Tuesday, January 3, 2012, with Rev. Gordon 
Smith officiating. A memorial service and burial will be 
held in Lowell at a later date. The family requests, in lieu 
of flowers, please make donations to: Cleveland Clinic 
Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health, 888 West Bonneville 
Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106; Cowboy Bell Scholarship 
Fund, 200 North Pennsylvania Ave., Roswell, NM 
88201; or Friends of the Roswell Public Library, 300 
North Pennsylvania Ave., Roswell, NM 88201. Please 
take a moment to share your thoughts and memories in 
the online register book at andersonbethany.com.

Arrangements are under the direction of 
Anderson Bethany Funeral Home 
and Crematory of Roswell, NM.

 
CAHOON

Lawrence (Larry) M. Cahoon, age 81, of Clarksville, 
went to be with his Lord on January 3, 2012, at home 
surrounded by his loving family, after a short bout with 
cancer. He was born in Grand Rapids on January 12, 
1930, to Maurice and Jessie (Hatch) Cahoon, who both 
preceded him in death. He was also preceded by sisters, 
Anna Cahoon Everett, Ida Cahoon; and brother, Robert 
Cahoon. Larry 
is survived by 
his loving wife 
of 57 years, 
Marilyn Rickert 
Cahoon; three 
sons and 
d a u g h t e r s -
in-law, Tim 
and Nancy 
( G r e i n e r ) 
Cahoon of 
S o u t h f i e l d , 
Brian and 
Wendy (Stahl) 
Cahoon of 
S a r a n a c 
and Jim and 
Robin (Hewitt) 
Cahoon of 
Lowell; 10 
grandchildren, Michael, D.J., Stephanie, Jessie, Ted, 
Patrick, Stephen, Lucas Cahoon, Cody Cook, and 
Kristen and Casey Delnick; three great-granddaughters; 
brother and sister-in-law, James (Fred) and Jacqueline 
Cahoon; brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Gerald and 
Shirley Weeks Nester; two special nephews, Joe and 
Mary Jane Everett of Belton, MO and Steve and Linda 
Everett of Vallejo, CA; and nieces, nephew, cousins and 
many, many friends. Larry grew up in South Boston, 
Ionia Co., on the farm his great-great-grandfather 
Timothy White settled in 1836. He attended North Bell 
rural school, graduating from Saranac High School with 
the class of 1949. Larry was a friend to all, always had 
time to visit and tell a good story and willing to help 
anyone when needed. He always set a high level of 
integrity for his family to follow. His great sense of humor 
prevailed to the last. After his marriage to Marilyn, they 
purchased a farm near Clarksville and have lived there 
for 57 years, raising their family and enjoying rural life. 
He liked to cut wood and had the winter's supply ready. 
In past years he worked at John Bean in Lansing; 
Universal Metal Products, Saranac; Newells, Lowell; 
Woodland Mall; M.S.U. Research Center, Clarksville; as 
well as general and dairy farming.  While growing up he 
was a member of the Boy Scout Troop 71 of Saranac. 
He served in the  National Guard, Co. H of Ionia. Larry 
and Marilyn enjoyed their retirement years, traveling 

obituaries

LEGAL NOTICES
STATE OF MICHIGAN

PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Decedent's Estate

FILE NO. 12-191473-DE

Estate of PATRICIA 
ARELENE 

TOUSIGNAUT. Date of 
birth: 08/09/1931.

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS: The 
decedent, Patricia 
Arelene Tousignaut, 
who lived at 9451 
Vergennes St. SE, 
Ada, Michigan, died 
12/26/2011.

Creditors of the 
decedent are notified 
that all claims against 
the estate will be 
forever barred unless 
presented to Sandra 
Videan, named 
personal representative 
or proposed personal 
representative, or to 
both the probate court 
at 180 Ottawa Avenue 
NW, Grand Rapids, MI 
49503 and the named/
proposed personal 
representative within 4 
months after the date 
of publication of this 
notice.

01/03/2012

Sandra Kay Videan
2571 Pinckney Road
Saranac, MI 48881
616-723-7997

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Decedent's Estate
FILE NO. 12-191483-DE

Estate of JAMES 
JOSEPH KONWINSKI. 
Date of birth: 12/06/1938.

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS: The 
decedent, James 
Joseph Konwinski, who 
lived at 3387 English 
Hills Dr., N.W., Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, died 
12/21/2011.

Creditors oaf the 
decedent are notified 
that all claims against 
the estate will be 
forever barred unless 
presented to Todd 
Konwinski, named 
personal representative 
or proposed personal 
representative, or to 
both the probate court 
at 180 Ottawa Avenue 
NW, Ste. 2500 Grand 
Rapids, MI 49503 and 
the named/proposed 
personal representative 
within 4 months after 
the date of publication 
of this notice.

1/5/2012

John D. Mitus (P31244)
410  Bridge St., N.W.
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
616-774-4001

Todd Konwinski
3065 Honey Creek, N.E.

Ada, MI 49301

AVERY
Carol H. Avery died Sunday, December 25, 

Christmas Day 
2011, in Roswell, 
New Mexico, 
s u r r o u n d e d 
by her family. 
Carol was born 
to Carl and 
Edna Haddan in 
Grand Rapids, 
October 15, 
1928. In 1946 
she and Keith 
W. Avery (who 
preceded her 
in death) were 
married at Snow 
United Methodist 
Church, Lowell. 
She graduated 
from Lowell High 
School in 1946, Grand Valley State College, Grand 
Rapids, in 1966 and earned her MA from New Mexico 
Highlands University, Las Vegas, NM, in 1976. She 
taught school at Lowell High School; Springer High 
School, Springer, NM; and was the high school librarian 
in Artesia, NM, until her retirement. She was preceded 
in death by her sister, Alice Bauer, also of Lowell. 

to  the U.P. and camping with the grandchildren. Larry 
was a member of the Lowell First United  Methodist 
Church, Boston-Saranac Historical Society, Ionia Co. 
Genealogical Society and First Family Society.  The 
family would like to thank Faith Hospice for their love 
and support at this time. Funeral services were held 
Saturday, January 7, at South Boston Bible Church with 
Pastor Joe Everett, Pastor Rick Blunt and Pastor Ron 
Tuinstra officiates. Interment South Boston Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the Boston-
Saranac Historical Society or the Lowell First United 
Methodist Church.

Lake Funeral Home

LANE 
Joan Marie Lane, age 89, of Lowell, formerly of 

Detroit, went to be with her Lord Saturday, January 7, 
2012. She was preceded in death by her husband of 
65 years, William and eight siblings. She is survived 
by her children, Edward (Doreen) Lane, Julia (Thomas) 
Jones, Mary Burns, Timothy (Katie) Lane, Margaret 
(John) Walsh, 
Patricia (Barry) 
R o s e n b e r g e r , 
M i c h a e l 
(Lisa) Lane; 
g randch i l d ren , 
Chris, Erin, 
Kelly, Kerry, 
Megan, Michael, 
Matthew, Manus 
John, William, 
Morgan, Joan, 
Maggie, Sheila, 
Coilin, Patrick, 
Mary Kate, Julia 
Joyce, Meredith, 
Nicholas, Olivia, 
Ryan, Danny, 
Aidan; eleven 
great-grandchildren; one great- great-grandchild; and 
several nieces and nephews. Mrs. Lane was a graduate 
of Siena Heights University. Joan was a devoted wife 
and loving mother and grandmother.  Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held Wednesday at 10:00 am at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, 402 N. Amity, Lowell. Interment Holy 
Sepulchre Catholic Cemetery, Southfield.  Memorial 
contributions may be made to St. Ann’s Home, 2161 
Leonard St. N.W., Grand Rapids, MI 49504 or St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church.

Roth-Gerst Funeral Home

STORMZAND
Joyce Jean Stormzand, age 82, of Lowell, passed 

away after a lengthy illness Sunday, January 8, 2012. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, Albert 
and Myrtle Hermans; husband, Edward H.; and sister, 
Phyllis Kline. She is survived by her children, Elizabeth 
Raab (James Momber), Elaine (Kenneth) Gregersen, 
Edward II (Lisa) Stormzand; grandchildren, Tera Raab, 
Tricia (Bill) McGovern, Trent (Julie) Raab, Holly (Jason) 
Fetterhoff, Kenneth Gregersen, Maxwell Stormzand, 
R e e d 
S t o r m z a n d ; 
16 great-
grandchildren; 
one great- 
g r e a t -
granddaughter; 
and sisters-
in-law, Lillian 
B o s s c h e r , 
Helen O’Neil. 
Mrs. Stormzand 
worked for the 
Lowell Area 
Schools for 22 
years. Funeral 
s e r v i c e s 
will be held 
W e d n e s d a y 
at 11:00 am 
at First United Methodist Church of Lowell, 621 E. 
Main. Rev. Rick Blunt officiating. Interment Oakwood 
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to 
First United Methodist Church of Lowell or Spectrum 
Hospice, 100 Michigan Street N.E., Grand Rapids, MI 
49502.

Roth-Gerst Funeral Home
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
closed Sat. & Sun.

card of 
thanks

HORSE LOVER’S DREAM 
- House, barns, pastures. 
3 bedroom ranch, Lowell 
Schools. For more info 
search on Facebook Sea-
man Finn Ranch, go to wall. 
Call 616-897-5807.
LOWELL- Nice clean 3 bed-
room home in country, big 
yard. No pets. No tobacco. 
Please call 616-897-7203 
eves/weekends. 
LAKEFRONT HOUSE FOR 
RENT ON MURRAY LAKE 
-  immediate occupancy, 2+ 
bedrooms, 2 baths, garage 
& workshop, fireplace. Very 
quiet, peaceful neighbor-
hood, 100 ft. of sandy beach 
+ dock. $800/mo. + utilities. 
Call 231-834-1563.
HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran’s Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.vfw8303.org. Also for 
those interested in dance 
classes at the post. Call 
John at 299-0486 or 897-
8303.TFN

DUPLEX FOR RENT - 2 
bedroom, 207 S. Jefferson, 
$600 per month plus utili-
ties. No pets. 897-5686.TFN

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900.TFN

UPS SHIPPING
COPY  SERVICE,

(black & white & color!) 
 FAX SERVICE, 
LAMINATING, 

  & MUCH MORE
  AVAILABLE AT THE 
LOWELL  LEDGER

BUYERS GUIDE 
105 N. Broadway

HOURS
M-Th. 8-5 p.m. 

Fri. 8-2 p.m.
Closed Sat. & Sun. 

Ph. 897-9261
Fax 897-4809

email:
ledger@lowellbuyers 

guide.com

free

PLEASE NOTE  - Coming 
Events are for non-profit orga-
nizations. If you are charging 
admission for an event - it is 
considered an advertisement. 
Coming events are ran on a 
space available basis & ARE 
NOT GUARANTEED TO RUN. 
If you would like to make sure 
your event is placed in the 
paper, please call our office 
& place it as a classified ad. 
We will not run ANY Garage 
or Rummage Sales as a com-
ing event. All Coming Events 
or changes to coming events 
should be submitted by fax: 
897-4809, email: classifieds@l
owellbuyersguide.com, by mail: 
PO Box 128, Lowell, MI 49331 
or in person: 105 N. Broadway, 
Lowell.

FREE ADDICTIONS PRO-
GRAM - every Friday, 7 p.m. 
at Bible Believers Church, 
404 N. Hudson St., Lowell. 
For more information call 616-
485-2385.

MOTHERS WHO HAVE OR 
HAVE HAD - sons/daughters 
serving in the military. We are 
meeting on the 3rd Wednesday 
of every month. For more info 
call Sally 616-761-2042.

NOOGIELAND - Tuesdays 
5:30 - 7 p.m. Supervised play 
for children kindergarten or 
younger. Gilda’s Club - Lowell 
Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson, 
Lowell, 897-8600. www.gild-
asclubgr.org /pinkarrow

LOWELL AREA PRAYER 
& HEALING ROOMS - lo-
cated in the FROM building, 
11535 Fulton Street, most 
Monday evenings, 6-8 p.m. 
Christian Scripture based. No 
cost or fees, no appointment 
necessary, confidentiality re-
spected.

TOTS PLAYGROUP -  Meets 
every Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 
at Bushnell Elementary, 700 
Elizabeth, Lowell. 8:30 a.m.  
or 10 a.m. Meeting at Alto 

services

for rent

200 APPLIANCES - Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69.  Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main St., Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. See 
us on Facebook. Delivery 
available.
KEY CARDS  ARE STILL 
AVAILABLE - Help support 
the LHS Academic Boost-
ers. Cards are $25. Stop 
by & get your card today, 
Lowell Ledger 105 N. 
Broadway. Cash or check 
only please.
FREE AD! - Place & pay  for 
a classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger 
for 3 weeks & receive the 
4th week FREE! You must 
mention the special in order 
to receive this offer. Valid 
only with new classified 
ads, and must be paid for 
when ad is placed.  Call 
897-9555, fax 897-4809 or 
email to: classifieds@lowell 
buyersguide.com, 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell. Ph. 
897-9261.
BED & MATTRESS SET 
- queen, Sealy, $95 in-
cludes frame.  Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook. 
Delivery available.
KENMORE REFRIGERA-
TOR & STOVE SET - 
(2006), cost $900, sell $199 
for pair. Hammond Whole-
sale, 320 W. Main St., Car-
son City, 989-584-1600. 
See us on Facebook.
ELIMINATE RISING FUEL 
COSTS - Clean, safe & ef-
ficient wood heat. Central 
Boiler Classic Outdoor 
Wood Furnace. Heats mul-
tiple buildings. Sale. Call 
SOS your “Stocking Dealer” 
Dutton, MI 616-554-8669 or 
616-915-5061.
TREADMILL - Proform 
625EX wide belt with incline 
and many options, $75. 
987-6412 evenings.
SHIRLEY TEMPLE DOLLS 
- porcelain reproductions in 
original boxes, approx. 13 
years old. Four small, two 
larger. Call 897-5898.
TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Face-
book.
PHONOGRAPH RECORD 
COLLECTION - I’m selling 
my collection of over 600 
records, 33s, 45s & 78s 
from the Big Band era. No 
separate record sales. $50 
takes all. 616-897-4929.
FIREWOOD FOR SALE 
- Hardwood, split & sea-
soned, 2 years. $140 per 
full cord, face cord (1/3 
cord) $50. You haul. Call 
616-794-3834.
QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush.  
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook.

help wanted

NOW HIRING - and train-
ing for career positions with 
West Michigan's leading 
real estate company. Call 
Rick Seese, Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. for a confiden-
tial interview. 616-437-2576 
or 616-974-4250.TFN 

ESTABLISHED DAY CARE 
- Looking for responsible / 
dependable assistant. Must 
be able to clear criminal 
background check/drug 
test. Must have experi-
ence w/children. Serious 
applicants only. Please call 
616-366-2047.
COOK/DIETARY AIDE - 
Experience preferred. P.T. 
Apply in person at Emerald 
Meadows, 6117 Charlevoix 
Woods Ct. SE, G.R. behind 
Cascade Wal-Mart.

Elementary, 6150 Bancroft, Alto 
on Thursdays at 10 a.m. For 
more info contact Lori at TOTS, 
987-2532.

KENT COUNTY NARFE GROUP 
- for retired & current federal em-
ployees meet the 2nd Thursday at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 2700 E. 
Fulton, 1/2 mile west of E. Beltline. 
Potluck at 12:30 p.m. & meeting 
begins at 1:30 p.m. Call Ed Moore 
for time, 616-784-6716.

ALTO LIONS CLUB - Meets 1st & 
3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at Keiser’s 
Kitchen.

COFFEE WITH THE COUNCIL 
- Come meet & have a cup of cof-
fee with your city councilmembers. 
First Saturday of each month at 
the Lowell Area Chamber of Com-
merce office, 113 Riverwalk Plaza, 
Lowell. 8 a.m. - 10 a.m.

CIVIL AIR PATROL - Meets the 
second & fourth Tues. of the 
month, 6 p.m., Benz Aviation 
Building at Ionia Airport, teen/adult 
programs available, Call Shawna, 
616-430-1348 or visit online http://
mi222.miwg-cap.org

KIDS TALK - Every Tues.,  in 1st 
- 4th grade on a cancer or grief 
journey. Incorporates curriculum-
based activities, dicussion & 
playtime. Gilda’s Club - Lowell 
Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson, Low-
ell, 897-8600.

ADULT CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP - Every Tues., 6-7:15 
p.m., for adults diagnosed with 
cancer. Gilda’s Club - Lowell Club-
house, 314 S. Hudson, Lowell.

FREE SENIOR COFFEE - Every 
fourth Friday, 8 - 9 a.m., sponsored 
by Laurels of Kent, Lowell McDon-
alds, 1300 W. Main St.

FOOD PANTRY - First Friday of 
month at Lakeside Community 
Church, 6201 Whitneyville Rd. 
Free  frozen, perishable food. 
Registration 1 p.m., distribution 
4 p.m. Bring own containers. 
868-6402.

MOMS IN TOUCH GROUP - form-
ing for Alto Elementary. Call Su-
zanne for more info, 868-7337.

FREE SMOKING CESSATION 
CLASSES - offered at Lowell 
Family Medical Center. Call 616-
446-7058 to register. The class 
runs for 8 weeks. Evening & 
weekend sessions are available. 
Time & dates will be determined 
by those registered. 

LOWELL WOMEN’S CLUB - 
Meets the second Wed. of each 
month, Sept. - May, 11:45 a.m., 
Schneider Manor. For more infor-
mation call Jan at 897-2533.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - 
Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. A 
Christ centered program to help 
overcome life’s hurts, habits, han-
gups. Impact Church, 1069 Lincoln 
Lake, www.impact-church.org or 
www.celebraterecovery.com

FIRST & THIRD WEDNESDAYS 
- Fun at Calvary for boys & girls 
preschool - 8th grade. Cadets for 
boys 1st - 8th; GEMS for girls 3rd 
- 8th; Kingdom Kids for boys & girls 
preschool - 2nd grade. 1125 W. 
Main, Lowell. Ph. 897-7060, email: 
lowellcalvarycrc@yahoo.com

LOWELL - Varsity sporting events, 
concerts, school board meetings, 
city council meetings, etc., can be 
downloaded for viewing from the 
www.wlhstv.org website. Many 
athletic contests & concerts can 
also be heard ‘live’ from the www.
wlhsradio.org website.

EXERCISE CLASS FOR PEO-
PLE OVER 50 - Meets Monday & 
Wednesday, 10:15 a.m. at United 
Methodist Church, 621 E. Main, 
Lowell. Call Peggy w/any ques-
tions, 897-7948.

STORYTIME - Every Tues.  at 
10 a.m., Saranac Public Library, 
61 Bridge St., Saranac. 616-642-
9146.

STORYTIME - Every Thurs.  at 
10:30 a.m. Now at Clarksville 
Village Hall, 162 S. Main St., 
Clarksville,  616-693-1001.

KNITTING 101 - Every Tues., 
10 a.m. - noon,  Clarksville Area 
Library, 130 S. Main St., Clarks-
ville. 616-693-1001.

LOWELL SERENITY CLUB 
MEETINGS - (AA) Mon., Wed., 
Thurs.: 12-1 & 8-9 p.m.; Tues. 
& Fri.: 12-1, 4:30-5:30 p.m. & 
8-9 p.m.; Sat. & Sun.: 10-11 
a.m. & 8-9 p.m. 101 W. Main. 
897-8565.

SHOTGUN & ARCHERY 
SHOOTING LEAGUES - at 
Caledonia Sportsman’s Club 
(Alto/Freeport).   Contact Al 
Potas 698-2051 or  email  
shooting@csc.us.com

TEEN GROUP - CANCER AND 
GRIEF - First & third Tuesdays, 
5:30 - 7 p.m. A committed group 
for teens in ninth - twelfth grade 
on a cancer or grief journey. 
Incorporates curriculum-based 
activities & discussion. Gilda’s 
Club - Lowell Clubhouse, 314 
S. Hudson, Lowell.

FIT CLUB - Every Tues. at 9 
a.m., Clarksville Area Library, 
130 S. Main, Clarksville. 616-
693-1001.

WINTER READING  - Begins 
Dec. 1 thru Mar. 31, ages 10 
- adult, Saranac Public Library, 
61 Bridge St., Saranac. 616-
642-9146.

WINTER READING  - Begins 
Dec. 1 thru Mar. 31, ages 10 
- adult,Clarksville Area Library, 
130 S. Main, Clarksville,  616-
693-1001.

SCRAPBOOKING CLASS 
- Mon., Jan 16, 1 p.m. Led by 
Ronni Nash from Scrapbooking 
Gardens. Children & adults wel-
come to attend at Saranac Public 
Library, 61 Bridge St., Saranac. 
616-642-9146.

V.F.W. POST  #8303 - meets the 
first Monday at 7 p.m. at 3116 
Alden Nash S.E.

Visit our website:
www.thelowellledger.com

BUSINESS CARDS - Be-
fore you order your cards 
from somewhere else - 
check our rates!  Call Lowell 
Litho, 897-9261. 
TA X E S ,  PAY R O L L , 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
-  by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
6351.TFN  

SHIP YOUR UPS PACK-
AGES WITH US & SAVE!! 
- Call us for a price compari-
son. We will need: weight, 
zip code & dimensions of 
the box. No Hazardous ma-
terials or firearms accepted.  
Daily UPS pickup at  3  
p.m. Lowell Ledger, 105 N. 
Broadway, 897-9261.
ALL OCCASION PARTY 
BUS LLC - Buses for par-
ties, weddings, casinos, 
trips, etc. Special - buy 4 
hours get 5th hour free! 
616-292-6145.
UNITED METHODIST 
PRESCHOOL - Registra-
tion for 2012-2013 school 
year begins Monday, Jan. 
16, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. Call 
897-8690 for info.

WWW.AUCTIONMICHI 
GAN.COM - Accepting 
consignments for specialty 
auctions including antiques 
& general merchandise. 
Great rates! 44th & US131. 
Grand Rapids.
COUNSELING SERVICES 
- Available from a licensed 
therapist in Lowell. Call 
616-238-2116. Life Transi-
tions Therapy LLC. www.
facebook.com/LifeTran-
sitionsTherapyLLC
IS YOUR FOUR-LEGGED 
FRIEND - Large or small, 
home alone while you’re 
at work? Maybe a midday 
potty break or walk would 
help. In or near Lowell. Call 
Barbara at 897-5180. 
YOGA CLASSES - Morn-
ings: Tues. & Fri., 7:30-
8:30 a.m. Evenings: Tues. 
& Thurs., 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Walk-in fee $8. 901 W. Main 
(Lowell). Call 893-5661. 
www.thehammockllc.com
SNOW REMOVAL - small 
driveways 100 ft. or less 
& sidewalks 4 ft. or wider. 
Reasonable rates, free esti-
mate & licensed. Walnut Hill 
Lawn & Garden. Call Aaron 
at 616-328-9558.

servicesmisc.
BOWFLEX ULTIMATE 
- Barely used, many at-
tachments & max weight 
400#. Call or text 1-616-
389-9320. Can send pics. 
$600 OBO.

for sale

FEMALE GRAY & WHITE 
CAT - declawed. Was 
dropped off, needs a good 
home. 616-262-2020.

UNITED METHODIST 
PRESCHOOL - Registra-
tion for 2012-2013 school 
year begins Monday, Jan. 
16, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. Call 
897-8690 for info.

Happy birthday Lar-
ry Cahoon. He’s hav-
ing his birthday with 
Jesus this year.

THANK YOU
Late afternoon users of the 
Animal Hospital of Lowell 
Dog Park would like to 
thank the following individu-
als and businesses for their 
extended efforts in bringing 
lights to the dog park: Glen 
Beimers, James Carey, Pat 
Zoch, Frank Burns & Equip-
ment Solutions, and Lowell 
Light & Power. Our dog’s 
favorite time of day is now 
5:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.TFN   
COPIES COPIES - We 
have color & black & white 
copiers! As low as 10¢ per 
copy for black & white. Stop 
by our office, Lowell Litho, 
105 N. Broadway. 

services
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SIXTH GRADE:
Allison, Morgan 
Anderson, Madeline 
Anes, Paige 
Angelo, Sky
Antel, Melody 
Ashenbremer, Bryan 
Baker, Collin 
Baker, Noelle 
Barrie, Atlas 
Beimers, Christian 
Bell, Keaton E
Bendall, Gabriel J 
Berklich, Jonathan 
Bierling, Carter 
Blakie, Laurel 
Blattner, Bethany 
Blum, Bailey 
Boggs-Osman, Hailey 
Branagan, Makyla 
Brandt, Alexander 
Breen, Devin 
Brenner, Olivia 
Brown, Amber 
Brown, Emily 
Bush, Joshua 
Bussell, Mitchell 
Cadwallader, Alita 
Camp, Margaret 
Carmichael, Sydney 
Casalina, Austin 
Chapman, Dawson 
Charron, Ashton 
Chase, Auden 
Chertos, Tayler 
Cilley, Dax K 
Clark, Carson 
Clouatre, Kimberly 
Cody, Brynn 
Conlan, Riley 
Cook, Alexis 
Cooper, Elizabeth 
Cornell, Travis 
Crace, Madelyne 
Creighton, McKenna 
Cupp, Devin 
Cussimanio, Katherine 
Davis, Christian 
Davis, Thomas 
Dean, Cassandra 
Dean, Darby 
Devereaux, Caleb 
Dial, Isabelle 
Dimmick, Eric 
Dixon, Elijah 
Douma, Brady 
Douma, Connor 
Draigh, Jonathan 
Droski, Katrina 
Duhr, Quinne A 
Duimstra, Jarrett 
Eaton, Maya 
Eggleston, Dylan 
Engle, Austin 
Ettinger, Ethan 
Evink, Mitchell 
Fahrni, Keana 
Feeney, Jordan 
Fitzpatrick, Maura 
Fleenor, Geoffrey 
Flier, Katelyn 
French, Autumn 
French, Casey 
Fritsma, Joel 
Gallivan, Tianara 
Garcia, Josiah 
Greenhoe, Tierney 
Gutowski, Jacob 
Hackstedt, Joshua 
Haff, Mitchell 
Halfmann, Hannah 
Hancock, Joseph 
Hanson, Jacob 
Harper, Jenna 
Hart, Maria 
Higley, Alexis 
Hindley, Lindsay 
Hoevenaar, Hailey 
Hofman, Samuel 
Hull, Lydia 
Jack, McKenzie 
Jankowski, Peyton 
Jernberg, Dylan 
Johnson, Evan 
Johnson, Jade 
Johnson, Roman 
Johnson, Shelly 
Jones, Skyler 
Kaminski, Ethan  
Kastanek, Abigail 
Kehoe, Jonathon 
Kelly, Fiona 
Kenkel, Haley
Kerkstra, Mitchell 
Kleinedler, Rachel 
Kolp, Annelise 
Kondor, Dawn
Kroll, Katherine 
Kropf, Emily 
Kruse, David 
Krzysik, Dakota 

Lowell Middle School first trimester honor roll
Krzysik, Hunter 
Kuhns, Elizabeth 
Lachowski, Laura 
Laird, Alexander 
LeFebre, Andrew 
Link, Joanna 
Lobbezoo, Benjamin 
Longway, Cassiopeia 
Looman, Chloe 
Lubbers, Courtney 
Lynch, Tyler 
Mangus, Abigail 
Martin, Marissa 
Mason, Nicholas 
Massel, Cameron 
Mast, Caleb 
McDonald, Kelum 
McDowell, Abigail 
McGee, Cody 
McRee, Gabrielle 
McVey, Blake 
McVey, Rachel 
Mellema, Sadie 
Miller, Raiden 
Minier, Madison 
Misak, Samuel 
Mitchell, Nichole 
Moore, Asher 
Mrozinski, Karleigh 
Mullins, Benjamin 
Nethercott, Eden 
Noffke, Ryan 
North, MacKenzie 
Nugent, Connor 
Nugent, Jacob 
Nugent, Nicole 
O'Strander, Bailey 
Ortiz, Milagro 
Ortowski, Michael 
Owen, Paul 
Patrick, Alexander J 
Paulus, Nicole 
Pawlowski, Ryan 
Perosky, Grace 
Perry, Channing 
Platz, Stephanie 
Plunkett, Justin 
Poll, Alexis 
Pollock, Austin 
Polsgrove, Morgan 
Potter, Macy 
Powell, Sydney 
Pratt, Garrett 
Preston, Nolan 
Price, Natalie 
Prins, Rhiannon 
Quiggle, Ethan 
Rankin, Alec 
Ransom, Miah 
Rau, Jacob 
Read, Devin 
Reagan, Theresa 
Roberts, Carrie 
Roest, Brianna 
Roquemore, James 
Ross, Seth 
Roth, Evan 
Rozell, Roman 
Russell, Payton 
Ryan, Lane 
Sanders, Brendan 
Sawyer, Holton T
Schluckbier, Kaelonnie
Schmidt, Chloe 
Schueller, Devin 
Schwartz, Max 
Seese, Drake 
Senneker, Kaitlyn 
Smith, Anna 
Smith, Tyson 
Smithee, Erin 
Sparks, Kya 
Spencer, Noah 
Stadt, Justin 
Starkweather, Olivia 
Stockreef, Emma 
Stump, Kenneth 
Summerfield, Megan 
Svoboda, Nathaniel 
Swain, Caleb 
Tavarone, Olivia 
Tichelaar, Zachary
Tidd, Talon 
Tower, Mitchell 
Trollman, Alex 
VanAmburgh, Brayden 
VandenBerg, Rena 
VanderBoon, Vanessa 
VanderMark, Bailey 
VanOosten, Jordan 
Virsik, Joshua 
Weeks, Lane 
Whaley, Austin 
Whittum, Elyssa 
Wilcox, Kaitlin 
Wilczewski, Justin 
Williams, Jade 
Williams, Kaitlynn 
Willson, Jarod 
Woern, Jason 
Worsley, Noah 

Wyant, Trenton 
Yaw, Maysen 
Yomtoob, Nathan 
Yuhas, Keigan 
Zimmerman, Kennedy 

SEVENTH GRADE:
Anderson, Adam 
Anderson, Karmen 
Anderson, Sterling 
Andrus, Jordan 
Baerwalde, Angela 
Barber, Nathan 
Barnes, Keagan 
Barnhart, Angelica 
Barr, Shawn 
Barry-Coulier, Hayden 
Battle, Brennan 
Bauman, Sela 
Bazen, Austin 
Beach, Tyus 
Beachler, Matthew 
Bem, Johanna 
Bergin, Jeremy 
Bierlein, Delaney 
Bileth, Dakota 
Bishop, Jacob 
Bishop, Maxwell 
Bodemann, Katherine 
Boulton, Elijah 
Bouman, Trevor 
Bowers, Collin 
Bramble, Casey 
Branagan, Austin 
Briggs, Maria 
Brown, Clayton 
Brown, Mitchell 
Buckley, Michael T 
Burt, Madeline 
Carey, Elese 
Cater, Kyle 
Celori, Samantha 
Chapin, Emma 
Chapman, Brodrick  
Chrisman, Autumn 
Churches, Colton 
Clarke, Ryne 
Clemenshaw, Katie 
Clouse, Paige 
Comer, Austin 
Conard, Sydney 
Coxon, Riley 
Coyne, Troy 
Curtis, Amber 
Dalessandro, Nicholas 
DeCator, Maria 
Dee, Ricky 
DeHaan, Paige 
DeVito, Samuel 
deVoest, Andrew B 
Dixon, Kyla 
Dodde, Sydney 
Dollar, Megan 
Dommer, Alexander 
Doyle, Michael 
Dubisky, Robert 
Dull, Preston 
Endres, Shane 
Ergang, Brayden 
Falk, Devin 
Fezzey, Victoria 
Fisher, Edward 
Fleszar, Isabelle 
Ford-Weber, Callie 
Ford-Weber, Rose 
Forward, Alise 
Fosburg, Paige 
Fox, Brady 
Franklin, Cassandra 
Fuller, Darby 
Furtaw, Taylor 
Garter, Bridget 
Gaskin, Ciera 
Geldersma, Bethany 
Godbold, Haley 
Grant, Parker 
Grasman, Sonja 
Green, Abigail 
Grile, Elizabeth 
Grochowalski, Emily 
Groom, Blake 
Guyer, Aliena 
Haines, Madeleine 
Hall, Megan 
Hall, Rebecca 
Harden, Mikayla 
Haywood, Brianna 
Heffron, Joseph 
Heikkila, Edward 
Hieftje, Kollin 
Higgins, Taylor 
Hock, Emily 
Hock, Olivia 
Hoekstra, Shannon 
Holdridge, Kamryn 
Holmes, Jacob 
Hoseth, Molly 
Hubert, Thomas 
Huizinga, Noah 
Humphreys, Jerrod 
Huston, Henry 

Idema, Joshua 
Inda, Bailey 
James, Jessica 
Jamison, Logan 
Jeffries, Kara 
Jernberg, Danton 
Johnson, Savanna 
Judd, Eric 
Jurmo, Kelsie 
Kargl, Jeremy 
Kaufman, Caleb N 
Kelley, Kaitlin 
Koewers-Tefft, Bailey 
Kooistra, Bretton 
Korzen, Adam 
Ladner, Josie 
Landman, Logan 
Lane, Aidan 
Larson, Jacob 
Launer, Clayton 
Lezan, Jared 
Liddle, Kyle 
Lilly, Leah 
Lotterman, Colton 
Lubbers, Kayeleigh 
Lynn, Alyssa 
MacPherson, Mallori 
Majestic, Sara 
Malone, Jack
Martinez, Makyla 
Mason, Samuel 
McCormack, Madison 
McDonald, Carsen 
McIntire, Alyssa 
McLarty, Kenzie 
Mears, Alyssa 
Melle, Jarrod T
Meneghini, Robert 
Micho, Tessa 
Mierendorf, Aron 
Mitchell, Kennedy
Mooney, Nicole 
Moore, Daniel 
Moore, Skylar 
Myers, Braden 
Nault, Mikayla 
Nelson, Matthew 
Nethercott, Riley 
Nietling, Nova M 
Noffke, Benjamin 
Nurmikko, Olivia 
Owens, Hunter 
Paiz, Grace M 
Peavey, Tiana-Marie 
Perry, Nicolas 
Perysian, Jayce 
Peters, Jasmine 
Peterson, Chad 
Peterson, Katie 
Peterson, Mary 
Petricevic, Tiana 
Phillips, Remington 
Pickett, Abigail 
Pontius, Josealyn 
Powell, Alexander 
Pratt, Jacob 
Preston, Griffen 
Price, Lisa 
Pytlik, Jacquelyn 
Quiggle, Lillian 
Reagan, Jacob 
Reed, Mansel D 
Reedy, Matthew 
Remar, Aiden 
Reyes, Eduardo 
Reynolds, Andi 
Ricards, Gina 
Ritchie, Megan 
Robinson, Samantha 
Roest, Alyssa 
Rogalke, John 
Roth, Emily 
Rozell, Alexander 
Russell, Samuel 
Schaefer, Joseph 
Schneider, Hayden 
Schram, Madisen 
Schramm, Braydon 
Schwarz, Kaden 
Sheldon, Autumn 
Sheppard, Gabrielle 
Sherman, Trevor 
Siciliano, Devon 
Simpson, Courteney 
Slagell, Brevon 
Smit, Brandon 
Smith, Benjamin 
Smith, Landon 
Smith, Logan 
Smithee, Connor 
Sobie, Caleb 
Solomonson, Sage 
Steinebach, Hana 
Stephens, Madison 
Stephens, Nathan 
Stewart, Benjamin 
Stewart, Jonathan 
Stoffers, Bradley 
Striplin, Kayleigh 
Sturgeon, Mason 
Swanson, Evan 

Taylor, Garret 
Taylor, Hailey 
Thompson, Jakob 
Thomson, Fiona 
Travis, Patrick 
Trierweiler, Donald 
Tripp, Steven 
Truba, Nickolas 
Underwood, Jacob 
VandenHout, Clayton 
VandenHout, Sydney 
VanDyke, Trevor 
VanTil, Jared 
VanTil, Nicholas 
Vulpetti, Annina 
Walters, Sara 
Wenger, Corrina 
Weston, Zachary 
White, Lauren 
Whittum, Nathan 
Wilcox, Kodie 
Williams, Maya 
Winn, Sophia 
Woods, Kiauna 
Wosinski, Jacob 
Wroten, Kendra 

EIGHTH GRADE:
Aalsburg, Maya R 
Anderson, Keara 
Anes, Justine R 
Bailey, Shelley 
Bancroft, Riley 
Barnes, Anastasia 
Barrett, Jessica 
Bates, Ethan 
Bell, Kyle 
Bennett, Baylee 
Bessey, Jenna 
Bishop, Elena 
Blough, Logan 
Bodus, Anthony 
Bramer, Leah 
Brenner, Amanda 
Briggs, Dean 
Brim, Katerina 
Brooks, Paige 
Browning, Lauren 
Brzezniak, Jared 
Campbell, Ethan 
Canfield, Zachary 
Cazier, Jason 
Chappell, Alina 
Coble, Elle 
Commire, Grace 
Cooke, Jack 
Cooper, Matthew 
Copeyon, Logan 
Cummings, Ethan 
Dean, Zeth 
Dec, Sarah 
DeGarmo, Nicholas 
Delgado, Veronica 
Dickson, Billy 
Dickson, Elizabeth 
Doane, Tyler 
Duvernay, Hannah 
Emelander, Madison 
Emmanuel, Kelsey 
Engels, Haley Jo 
Engle, Schiann 
Fotis, Rachael 
Fox, Rachel 
Gable, Eric 
Gaskin, Madison 
Gerig, Abigail 
Grim, Austin 
Grohman, Addison 
Grover, Kyrsten 
Guinn, Kellen 
Gustafson, Greta 
Haefner, Katie 
Haehnel, Brandon 
Hamilton, Autumn 
Harden, Cody
Harper, Cameron 
Havlik, Jessica 
Hawley, Sylvia 
Hemingsen, Seth 
Hendrick, Justin 
Hess, Mary 
Hessler, Ryan 
Hewitt, Victoria 
Hoffman, Hayden 
Holloway, Maranda 
Huber, Lance 
Hull, Talitha 
Huston, Samuel 
Huver, McKenzie 
Igel, Austin 
Islamcevic, Haris 
Jakubiak, Aaron 
Kaminski, Madison 
Karns, Reece 
Kelley, Neill 
Khodl, Megan 
Kinsley, Joshua 
Kline, Joseph 
Kloosterman, Nicholas 
Kloosterman, Sara 

Kole, Kayla 
Kopecek, Kalie 
Kramer, Hunter 
Kruse, Daniel 
Laird, Allyson 
Lambert, Justin 
Litchfield, Anna 
Majinska, Maxwell 
Maksymetz, Claire 
Mankel, Kyle 
Marks, Adam 
Marks, Marilla 
Massey, Brianna 
Massey, Derek 
Maughan, Jarett 
Maxim, Brett 
Mayhew, Sarah
McGee, Collin 
McGillicuddy, Bryndal 
McMillian, Hensley 
McQueen, Jennifer 
Mexicano, Diana 
Meyer, Jordan 
Mierendorf, Evan 
Miller, Elizabeth 
Misak, Richard 
Misiak, Mason 
Mixon, Jordan 
Moomau, Aleecea 
Morris, Ellinor 
Murley, Karson 
Mutschler, Shelby 
Nauta, Garrett 
Nelson, Erica 
Nies, Abigail 
Noskey, Carter 
Olesko, Sawyer 
Paffhausen, Jacob 
Paiz, Alexander 
Pallottini, Ashton 
Paulus, Brendan 
Peckham, Alyssa 
Peterson, Liam 
Petrovich, Samantha 
Philo, Cameron 
Pollock, Anthony 
Propst, Logan 
Rasch, Mark 
Reed, Elaine 
Richards, Brittany 
Richardson, Tess 
Ritchie, Tyler 
Ritsema, Hannah 
Rivera, Samariz 
Roberts, Skielynne 
Roche, Emily 
Rodgers, Brittany 
Rodriguez, Adrian 
Roest, Trevor 
Rogers, Corynn 
Roscoe, KaRaeFreeman 
Roth, Noah 
Rowley, Isaiah 
Schaefer, Brady 
Schmidt, Courtney 
Schuitema, Sara 
Senneker, Karen
Serbenta, Ashley 
Shurlow, Trevor 
Sleeman, Anna 
Smit, Austin 
Smith, Kyle 
Smith, Madison 
Spielmacher, Bryan 
Sprague, Jacob 
Steed, Gabriel 
Steffen, Brooke 
Stevens, Ryan 
Stockreef, Allyson 
Stormzand, Bailey 
Struckmeyer, Andrew 
Sutton, Hayden 
Talalay, Joshua 
Taylor, Katie 
Thalison, Carter 
Tidd, Lakota 
Tyler, Valerie 
Urban, Jamie-Lynn 
VandenBerg, Micaela 
VanderMark, Courtney 
VanEnk, Morgan 
VanLaan, Breanna 
Vescolani, Isabella 
Warning, Calvin 
Washburn, Kyle 
Watson, Courtney 
Webster, Amanda 
Weed, Douglas 
Weeks, Donelle 
Wester, Rylee 
Whitsett, Brian 
Wilson, Faith 
Wilson, Jared 
Wilterdink, Sarena 
Wittenbach, Morgan 
Worsley, Christian 
Worthington, Summer 
Yates, North 
Ysasi, Alysia 
Ysseldyke, LaRae 
Ziomkowski, Mallory 
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NEED TO SEND A

?
   We CAN HELP!

Sending or Receiving
Only $1 

for the first sheet
(each additional 50¢)

105 N. Broadway 
Lowell

616.897.9261

When submitting your opinion to Sound Off!, we ask 
you to follow a few guidelines. 

Sound Off! is meant to be a way for you to compliment 
or vent your feelings with civility. A healthy way to get 
something off your chest or spread a little kindness. 

We welcome your comments, with or without 
signatures, but signing your name to your comment 
does increase the odds of seeing it in print.

Threatening or deliberately cruel comments will not 
be accepted and, of course, no advertising a product or 
service please.

So basically, submit anything - 
but not everything will make it to print.
The Ledger reserves the right to choose what is 

printed, and reminds the public that views expressed 
in Sound Off!, unless otherwise stated, are not the 
opinions of The Ledger staff or its publishers.

616-897-0787

Are you better off than 
your parents were when 

they were your age?

THIS WEEK’S ONLINE
POLL RESULTS

• YES •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••68%
• NO  ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••22%

SUDOKU

Puzzle solutions, 
on page 10

THEME: 
HOLLYWOOD 

LEGENDS

ACROSS
1. Large, imposing 
house
6. "Lake" in France
9. *"Que ____," sang 
Doris Day
13. Unwritten exams
14. Spermatozoa coun-
terparts
15. *Hollywood legend 
quality?
16. Laker great
17. Judge on "Dancing 
with the Stars"
18. L on clothes
19. *"The Big Sleep" 
leading lady
21. *He played "Sparta-
cus"
23. Before, old English
24. Ancient Greeks' 
harp
25. Cattle prod
28. "For" in Spanish
30. *"Louie, I think this 
is the beginning of a 
beautiful friendship," in 
"Casablanca," e.g.
35. Port of Yemen
37. Comedy Central's 
1990s animated series 
"Dr. ____, Professional 
Therapist"
39. Country singer 
_____ Tucker
40. Irritate
41. _____ of parsley
43. *What Perkins did in 
the shower in "Psycho"
44. Accord or comport 
with
46. Yugoslavian com-
munist
47. Location of Dante's 
nine circles
48. *Eastwood's Josey 
Wales, e.g.
50. 2009 Daniel Day-
Lewis musical
52. Charlotte of "Facts 
of Life" fame
53. First, second or third 
in baseball
55. Follow ems
57. *Last name of two 
female legends

61. *He called for Stella
64. Relating to axis
65. Second person of 
"be"
67. "Unbearable Light-
ness of _____"
69. Pulitzer winner 
_____ Cather
70. Decorate cake
71. Dam
72. Flower holder
73. Once around
74. Undo

DOWN
1. *Garland to Minnelli
2. United ____ Emir-
ates
3. Hindu serpent deity
4. New York is famous 
for it
5. Protective embank-
ment
6. Be lazy or idle
7. ____ Maria
8. *Canadian funny man
9. Ore smelting by-
product

10. Basketball great 
____ "The Pearl" Mon-
roe
11. Capital of Latvia
12. Greek god of war
15. Like a native speak-
er
20. Accidental holes
22. Mine deposit
24. Soldier's bathroom
25. *Famous for her 
low, husky voice
26. *"Farewell" from 
Catherine Deneuve
27. Blue and white pot-
tery style
29. Wholly engrossed
31. 100m ____
32. Prefix for "among"
33. African antelope
34. *He said, "Frankly, 
my dear, I don't give a 
damn."

36. A Broadway legend, 
given name
38. Tubular pasta
42. One who's doomed
45. Singular of tabulae
49. It engulfed the world 
in the 1940s
51. Render capable
54. Escargot
56. Express contempt
57. Hems and ____
58. Sign of escape
59. Arrange in a stack
60. Healing ointment
61. Road Runner sound
62. Cher or Celine 
Dion?
63. Dollar bills
66. AV manufacturer
68. "____ whiz!"

Thank you to the lady, in the blue Dodge 
mini van, who paid for my coffee at the 
McDonalds on Dec. 29 at 9:20 am in the 
drive-thru, because of the yellow ribbon in 
my car window. I will pay it forward. Thank 
you again.

Listen up people - be kind to your special 
friends that are always there for you. I have a 
friend, Thelma, who has gotten me through 
so much. So I’m paying her back with a trip 
to the Grand Canyon this summer in my 
new convertible. Pack your bags old friend, 
this one is on me. 

 - Louise

I really enjoy the new sections in the 
Ledger (Earth Talk, crossword puzzle) as 
well as the regulars like Behind the Scenes 
and Sound Off. I also like Around the Globe. 
I don’t always watch the news, so thanks for 
the great work that you do and for helping to 
keep me informed.
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A Legacy of Learning 

 119 Years of Faith-filled Education  
 Fully Accredited Preschool through 8th Grade 
 Classroom SmartBoards, Art, Music, Gym, Computer Lab, Library, Field Trips 
 Special Education Services provided by Lowell Area Schools 
 Middle School Sports Program and Extracurricular Activities  
 Daily Prayer, Weekly Liturgy & Community Service 

 

We Are St. Pat’s! 
691-8833 

 4333 Parnell Ave. NE  
www.stpatrickparnellschool.org 

School Information Night 
Saturday Jan. 28, 6:00-7:00   

Preschool - 8th Grade 
 Stay for the Winter Wonderland Carnival, 6-8:30  

Games, Cake Walk, Inflatables, Food, in the Parish Center 
 
                          

             

             Families New to the School, Half Price First Year Tuition!                                               
                                            (applies to fulltime K-8 programs) 

1893 

2011 
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