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car in the flat Santa Claus is coming to town 
Annual nighttime parade and festivities set for this weekend 
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arrows bid 
farewell to an 

exciting season 
of football 

by Emma Palova 

This year's Christmas 

festivities will take place on 

Dec. 3 in historic downtown 

Lowell and on the River-

walk. 

The highlight of the 

events is the nighttime San-

ta parade starling at 6:00 pm 

sharp with the theme 'Toy-

land from the Decades." 

The festivities open 

with the Rogue River Arti-

sans holiday show at Lowell 

High School from 9:00 am 

to 4:00 pm. The Flat River 

Freeze Ice Sculpture demo 

starts at noon on the River-

walk Plaza. 

Santa visits the Show-

boat for pictures from 2:30 

pm to 4 pm. You can have 

cookies and hot chocolate 

in the Cookie Room on the 

Showboat. 

Activities also include 

Rudolph's Craft workshop; 

a "Cup of Christmas Tea" 

at the Lowell Area Histori-

cal Museum; and a pancake 

supper at the fairgrounds. 

Then Santa hops onto 

his sleigh to close the night 

parade. The Santa visits will 

continue on Dec. 7, 14 and 

21 from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm. 

The snow covering the ground at the parade last year helped set the scene for the annual nighttime 
event through historic Lowell. 

Other photo opportuni- riage rides, live reindeer, Workshop is brought to you Christmas craft from 2:30 

ties with Santa are sched- warming fires and hot dogs by Lowell Area Schools' pm to 4:30 pm. 

uled for Dec. 9 from 5:30 on the Riverwalk Plaza. Tots on Track and will be 

pm to 7:30 pm. Come and Schedule of events on held at the chamber. Chil- Christmas in town, 

enjoy free horse and car- parade day: Rudolph's Craft dren ages 2 -6 can make a continued, page 7 
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CENTS 

Lowell schools 
help fill the 
pantry at FROM 

Carol Hamilton and Cathy Wisner deliver donations to FROM. 

Lowell Area Schools 

have been busy stocking 

the pantry shelves at Flat 

River Outreach Ministries 

(FROM). Last week, di-

rector of transportation for 

Lowell Schools Carol Ham-

ilton and- bus driver Cathy 

Wisner delivered a truckload 

of food to FROM to help re-

stock the bare shelves. 
kkWe had 30 buses par-

ticipate in this second annual 

food drive," said Hamilton. 

The bus routes competed 

to see who could collect 

the most canned goods on 

their route. Two elementary 

routes each collected over 

250 canned goods in just 

two days. "In total we col-

lected over 2,700 canned 

goods," said Hamilton. 

Cherry Creek Elemen-

tary extended the collection 

to the classroom. Led by 

teacher Mark Russell, the 

students filled the gym with 

canned goods for FROM. 

"The support of this 

community is overwhelm-

ing" said Tamela Spicer, ex-

ecutive director at FROM. 

"Just a few weeks ago our 

pantry shelves were bare. 

We are grateful for the won-

derful response." 

Flat River Outreach 

Ministries is a nonprofit or-

ganization whose mission is 

serving the people of Low -

ell in their time of hardship. 

You can find more informa-

tion at www.fromlowell.org 

http://www.thelowellledger.com
http://www.fromlowell.org
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Be safe during the holidays by remaining alert for suspicious activity 
As Thanksgiving kicks- place, they should imrnc- out of place, especially in If you see something terrorist attack in the Unit- can be found at www.michi-

off the busiest travel and diately notify law enforce- crowded or oublic areas. susnicious. immediatelv eH Staffs rifiyprK will hp ean.eov/emhsd 

As Thanksgiving kicks-

off the busiest travel and 

shopping time of year, the 

Michigan State Police, 

Emergency Management 

and Homeland Security Di-

vision (MSP/EMHSD) is 

reminding citizens to be on 

the lookout for any suspi-

cious behavior or activity 

and immediately notify law 
enforcement. 

"To ensure everyone 

stays safe this holiday sea-

son, it is important for citi-

zens to remain vigilant and 

aware of their surround-

ings, as these simple mea-

sures can help prevent vio-

lence from occurring," said 

Capt. W. Thomas Sands of 

the MSP/EMHSD. "If an in-

dividual sees something that 

appears suspicious or out of 

place, they should imme-

diately notify law enforce-

ment." 

Remaining vigilant 

can be as simple as paying 

more attention to where you 

are, knowing how to react 

if something happens and 

recognizing potential indi-

cators of suspicious activ-

ity or behavior. In addition, 

while entering buildings 

and moving around a facil-

ity, remember where you 

are located, what floor you 

are on and where the nearest 

emergency exit is, including 

stairwells. 

Citizens should be on 

the lookout for several indi-

cators of suspicious activity, 

including: 

• An unattended ob-

ject or one that appears 

out of place, especially in 

crowded or public areas. 

• Individuals exhibiting 

strange or abnormal behav-

ior. 

• Someone entering or 

exiting blocked or unauthor-

ized areas. 

Individuals who quick-

ly leave when seen or ap-

proached. 

• A strong odor coming 

from a building or vehicle. 

• Someone tampering or 

interfering with surveillance 

cameras. 

• A vehicle that seems out 

of place. 

• Someone taking photos, 

videos or drawings of high-

profile or highly populated 

buildings or structures. 

• Exposed wiring or other 

abnormalities. 

If you see something 

suspicious, immediately 

call 9-1-1 for emergencies. 

For non-emergencies, suspi-

cious activity can be report-

ed to Michigan officials by 

phone at 1-855-MICH-TIP 

(855-642-4847), online at 

www.michigan.gov/michtip 

or by contacting local law 

enforcement officials. 

When reporting suspi-

cious activity, include as 

much information as pos-

sible, such as the descrip-

tion and number of people 

involved, including gender, 

age and a physical descrip-

tion; what the individual(s) 

was doing; as well as the lo-

cation, date and time. 

In the event there is 

any heightened risk of a 

terrorist attack in the Unit-

ed States, citizens will be 

alerted through the National 

Terrorism Advisory System 

(NTAS), which is overseen 

by the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS). 

DHS will issue any NTAS 

alerts via the news media, 

social media tools and on-

line at www.dhs.gov/NTA-

Salerts 

Additional information 

about holiday safety and re-

porting suspicious activity 

can be found at www.michi-

gan.gov/emhsd 

The Michigan State Po-

lice, Emergency Manage-

ment and Homeland Secu-

rity Division is responsible 

for coordinating state and 

federal resources to as-

sist local government in re-

sponse and relief activities 

in the event of an emergency 

or disaster, as well as coor-

dinating homeland security 

initiatives and various fed-

eral grants. 
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COMMODITIES QUARTERLY 
DISTRIBUTION 

The Kent County Emergency Food Program will have 

their quarterly distribution on Dec. 1 from 9:00 am to 1:00 

pm at the Moose Recreation Hall, located at 1320 E. Ful-

ton Street, hosted by Flat River Outreach Ministries. Re-

cipients must be a resident of Kent County and qualify for 

the program. To register or renew, please bring a picture 

ID, Social Security card for all household members and 

proof of income. Contact Sylvia Taylor, 616-676-0659, for 

more information or volunteer opportunities for this pro-

gram. 

LEARN TO SNOWBOARD 
Students who currently attend Lowell Area Schools 

and would love to learn to snowboard at Cannonsburg are 

eligible for the Lucas Beachnaw Memorial Scholarship. 

Deadline is Dec. 1. Contact Mrs. Nauta at 987-2913 or 

lnauta@lowellschools.com for an application. 

LHS PLAY 
The Lowell High School fall play "A Midsummer 

Night's Dream" will be held at Lowell Performing Arts 

Center at 7:00 pm on Dec. 1, 2, 3 and 2:00 pm on Dec. 4. 

Tickets are $7 and available at the door or online through 

www.seatyourself.biz/lowellhs. Contact Laurie Summer-

field or Julia Crawford at 987-2900. 

PANCAKE SUPPER 
The annual pancake supper will be held Sat., Dec. 3, 

in the King Building at the fairgrounds, from 4:00 to 5:45 

pm, before the parade. Santa will be there from 4:30 to 

5:45 pm. Freewill offering accepted, with proceeds going 

to support the Kent County Youth Fair. 

COFFEE WITH COUNCIL 
Come meet and have a cup of coffee with your city 

councilmembers on the first Saturday of the month from 

8:00 to 10:00 am at the Lowell Area Chamber of Com-

merce office, 113 Riverwalk Plaza. 

ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB 
The Lowell Area Schools athletic boosters will hold 

their regular business meeting in the high school staff 

lounge on Mon., Dec. 5 at 7:00 pm. Please come and sup-

port our athletes. 

SHOPPING NIGHT FUNDRAISER 
Alto Elementary's first vendor night will be held Wed., 

Dec. 7, 6-8:30 pm. Many area vendors. $1 entry fee with 

funds raised to send fifth-grade Alto students to camp. 

Door prizes from Heidi Christine's Salon and Heidi's Farm 

Stand raffled off to attendees. Fifth graders will be selling 

baked goods. Stock up your freezer purchasing items from 

Schwan's from 4:00-8:30 pm. Alto Elementary is located at 
6150 Bancroft, Alto. 

DEADLINE FOR L O W E L L 

COMMUNITY FUND REQUESTS 
The deadline to request funds from the Lowell Com-

munity Fund is Fri., Dec. 9 at noon. To receive consider-

ation and approval, all requests must be for funds that will 

aid local organizations in providing help to persons in the 

Lowell area. The Heart of West Michigan United Way has 

set the December date aside for those qualified to receive 

funding for 2011-2013. Request forms are available at Dr. 

James Reagan's office, 207 W. Main St., or at Huntington 

Bank, 414 E. Main St. 

CHRISTMAS IN FALLASBURG 
On Sat., Dec. 10, "Christmas in Fallasburg" will be held 

from 6:00 to 8:00 pm at Fallasburg schoolhouse. This is a 

benefit for the continued preservation of the historic village 

sponsored by the Fallasburg Historical Society. Traditional 

holiday music by the "Hawks & Owls" band, wine, cheese, 

cider, coffee and Christmas goodies plus a roaring bonfire 

in adjacent Fallas Field to cap off the evening. The school-

house is located at 13944 Covered Bridge Road. For more 

information go to www.fallasburg.org or call 682-0785. 

PANTRY STILL IN NEED 
The Lowell Women's Club responded with overfilling 

three shopping carts with nonperishable food items and ad-

ditional cash to help the Flat River Outreach Ministries call 

for food last week. Although the "Food Fight" is over, the 

pantry is still in need of food items. 

Feelfree to send your event information to the Ledger for Along 
Main St. All submission requests for Along Main St. are subject to 
space limitations. The Ledger makes no assurances that they will 
appear in print. To ensure that an event notification will appear 
in the Ledger, it is best to place a paid advertisement. All efforts 
will he made to place suitable items in the Along Main St. column 
hut they are printed at the discretion of the publisher. For profit 
events, church services, yard sales and the like, will not appear in 
this column. 
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SHOPPING NIGHT 
a t A l t o E l e w c w t a r y 

6150 Bancroft • Alto, Ml 

W e d n e s d a y , D e c e m b e r 7 

f r o m 6 ; 0 0 t o S . ^ O p w 

Shop and support local 

businesses and raise funds for 

ALTO 5TH GRADE CAMP 
• JEANS • JEWELRY • HAIR CUTS • LOWELL WEAR 

MAKEUP • PURSES & BAGS • FOOD ITEMS AND MORE! 

SJQIBH . AV)| Ayv^ . WIN3Q i i n v / \ . 

The highest compliment that 
you can pay me is to say that 

I work hard every day. 
- Wayne Gretzky, 

Canadian ice hockey player (1961-) 

i n Heavenly Peace 
You sleep better at night when you know your 
family is protected. Enjoy the holidays... and 
sleep better every night of the year knowing 
that your Farm Bureau Insurance agent is 
protecting your future. We bring you peace of 
mind in so many areas of your life. Call today. 

Terry Abel 

6095 28th Street 
SE - Suite 4 
Grand Rapids 

616-940-8181 
www.TerryAbelAgency.com 
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Woman drives 
car into Flat River 

A woman put her 

1988 Oldsmobile into the 

Flat River early Sunday 

morning. 

Then she called the 

Kent County Sheriff's 

Department about the 

incident without identifying 

herself. 

The Kent County 

diving team pulled the car 

out of the water Tuesday 

morning. Six divers hooked 

and pulled the car out. 

'She went right 
through the intersection," 

said deputy Eric Rakow. 

"Alcohol may have been a 

factor." 

This was the third car 

pulled out of area waters this 

year, according to Rakow. 

The incident remains 

under investigation. No one 

was injured. 
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The Kent County dive team prepares to enter the Flat River and attach lines to the 
barely visible, submerged car (at left). 

State police offer safety tips 
for winter driving and 
preparing for inclement weather 

As winter approaches, 

the Michigan State Police 

(MSP) is . encouraging 

motorists to prepare their 

vehicles for inclement 

weather and to brush up on 

their winter driving skills. 

"Driving too fast for 

conditions is the number 

one cause of traffic crashes 

during inclement weather," 

said Col. Kriste Kibbey 

Etue, director of the MSP. 

"Motorists should be 

prepared for the unexpected 

and remember that the 

handling capabilities of their 

vehicle are dramatically 

reduced in winter weather 

conditions." 

There are several 

factors to be aware of when 

stopping and turning in 

winter weather. Remember 

to do all of your braking 

before the turn is made to 

reduce the potential for a 

skid to occur. If your car 

begins to skid, let off the 

throttle and brake, and 

use quick hand-over-hand 

steering to turn the front 

tires in the direction you 

want to travel. 

In addition to being 

extra careful while driving, 

motorists should also take 

steps to prepare their vehicle 

for inclement weather. 

Vehicle preparedness tips 

include: 

Keep tires at the 

car manufacturer's 

recommended pressure and 

routinely check tire pressure 

during cold weather. 

Make sure the 

windshield solvent reservoir 

is full and keep new wiper 

blades on front and rear 

wipers, if so equipped. 

Wash your car for better 

visibility to other drivers, 

and remove ice and snow 

from all lights, windows 

and the license plate before 

driving. 

Periodically check all 

lights and replace when 

necessary. 

Prepare a winter driving 

survival kit with items such 

as an extra winter coat, 

pants, hat, boots and gloves; 

blanket; nonperishable food; 

flashlight with batteries; 

dry container of matches; 

jumper cables; tow strap; 

first aid kit; shovel; salt or 

kitty litter; road flares; and a 

spare tire and jack. 

If you become stranded 

in a winter storm, do not 

leave your vehicle. Stay 

with the vehicle and wait for 

help. 

Keep vehicle fuel tank 

near full to prevent fuel line 

from freezing. 

The MSP encourages 

travelers to visit the Winter 

Travel Advisory website 

at www.michigan.gov/ 

roadconditions to check road 

conditions before traveling. 

The public can also receive 

road condition information 

by calling the MSP Travel 

Hotline at 1-800-381-8477. 

Motorists should utilize 

the website or the Travel 

Hotline rather than calling 

law enforcement or 9-1-1 

for this information. 

For additional winter 

safety tips, visit www. 

michigan.gov/emhsd or visit 

w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / u s e r / 

michstatepolice for a video 

detailing winter driving 

safety tips on the MSP 

Youtube Channel. 

Join the students of 
Lowqll High School in reliving 

A Midsummer 
Night's Dream 

hakespeare's timeless tale of magic, music, love, 
and fairies receives a modern make over with a 
carnival twist. All your favorite characters will be 
there, from the lovers to the rude mechanicals. 

Come, join us as these visions will appear on the 
Lowell Performing Arts Center stage December 1, 

2, and 3 at 7 pm and December 4 at 2 pm. 
Tickets are $7 and available at 

the door or online through 
www.seatyourself.biz/lowellhs 

LOWELL AREA 
COMMUNITY FUND 
ACCEPTS GRANT 

PROPOSALS 
All Proposals Must Be Submitted 
Online No Later Than December 

16, 2011 to be considered. 
Visit www.grfoundation.org/lowell 

to submit your application. 

The Lowell Area Community Fund, a fund of 
Grand Rapids Community Foundation, 
awards grants to tax-exempt, nonprofit 
charitable organizations that have an impact 
in the Lowell area. The LACF funds 
innovative projects or programs that 
encourage community cooperation. 

Q 
ADA LOWELL 5 

Goodi ich 

JIALITY 
THEATERS 

616-897-3456 
O n M - 2 1 , 5 M in u te s 
East of A m w a y H.Q. 

$4.75 
G Q T I c o m a n d o n F a c e b o o k 

B A R G A I N T W I L I G H T 
D A I L Y 4 : 0 0 - 6 : 0 0 P M 
" e i d u d e s Oiqi iai 30 

DIGITAL PROJECTION 
BRiGHTEB AMAZmS CLARITY 

SHOWTIMES11/30 -12/1 © N o passes 

OTHE MOPPETS (PG) 4:25. 6:50, 9:25 
03D ARTHUR CHRISTMAS (PG) 
$2.50nEmmnH3D TICKET 4 : 4 0 , 7 : 0 0 

OARTHUR CHRISTMAS (PG) 9 00 
O TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKIHG DAWN • 
PARTI (PG-13)4:10, 6:45.9:20 

03D HAPPY FEET TWO (PG) 
«2.5i MGWMr rat a n e a r 9:10 

OHAPPY FEET TWO (PG) 4 20,6 30 
OJACK AND JILL (PG) 7:10,9:30 

PUSS IN BOOTS (PG) 4 30 

MOVIE GIFT CARDS 

FREE $1 CONCESSION 
COUPON 
With every SIC 
Movie Gift Card 

purchase. 
For * KmHH I mm 

WEtCCEPT 

Phone Orders 
Welcome 

Lowell Ledger 
897-9261 

http://www.michigan.gov/michtip
http://www.dhs.gov/NTA-
mailto:lnauta@lowellschools.com
http://www.seatyourself.biz/lowellhs
http://www.fallasburg.org
http://www.TerryAbelAgency.com
mailto:ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com
http://www.lowellbuversquide.com
http://www.michigan.gov/
http://www.youtube.com/user/
http://www.seatyourself.biz/lowellhs
http://www.grfoundation.org/lowell
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financial 
focus 

rC. Godbold 

Here's your year-end 

investment checkl ist 

As an investor, you've 

pretty much seen it all in 

2011 — including slow-

but-steady gains early in 

the year, a market correc-

tion during the debt ceiling 

debate and the U.S. credit 

downgrade, and huge one-

day price movements, both 

up and down — and there's 

still a month to go. But de-

spite the volatility of the 

past 11 months, you can 

make some positive year-

end investment moves, in-

cluding the following: 

• Boost your 401(k) 

contributions. If your em-

ployer pennits you to make 

extra contributions to your 

401(k), put in as much as 

you can afford, up to contri-

bution limits. You typically 

contribute pretax dollars, 

so the more you invest, the 

lower your taxable income. 

Plus, your earnings have the 

potential to grow on a tax-

deferred basis. 

• Consider convert-

ing to a Roth IRA. You 

might benefit by convert-

ing a traditional Individual 

Retirement Account (IRA), 

which offers tax-deferred 

earnings, to a Roth IRA, 

whose earnings grow tax 

free, providing you don't 

start taking withdrawals un-

til you're at least age 59 1/2 

and you've held your ac-

count for five years. Keep 

in mind, though, that you'd 

need the money available to 

pay the taxes that would be 

due on such a conversion. 

Also, income limits apply 

to Roth IRA contributions. 

This is a complex decision 

that you should discuss with 

your qualified tax profes-

sional. 

• Set up automat-

ic contributions for 2012. 

Like most people, you may 

find it difficult to come up 

with a lump-sum payment 

to ftilly ftind your IRA for 

the year. Why not set up an 

automatic investment plan 

for 2012? By directing your 

bank to transfer the same 

amount each month from 

your checking or savings 

account to your IRA, you'll 

find it easier to "max out" 

on your IRA — and, at the 

same time, you'll boost your 

investment discipline. 

• Contribute to a 529 

plan. When you contribute 

to a 529 plan, your earnings 

have the potential to grow 

tax free, provided they are 

used for qualified higher ed-

ucation expenses. (Howev-

er, 529 plan distributions not 

used for qualified expenses 

may be subject to income 

lax and a 10 percent penal-

ty.) Furthermore, your 529 

plan contributions may be 

deductible from your state 

taxes. Discuss this with your 

tax professional. 

• Re-evaluate your 

investment mix. It's a good 

idea to review your invest-

ment mix at least once a 

year to help ensure your 

portfolio is still aligned 

with your goals, risk toler-

ance and time horizon. Due 

to changes in market value, 

your portfolio can under-

go subtle, but significant. 

changes — even if you took 

no action yourself. Con-

sequently, take the time to 

review your holdings with 

your investment profession-

al to help ensure you're still 

"on track." 

• Review your in-

surance coverage. If you've 

experienced any changes 

in your life in 2011 — new 

spouse, new child, divorce, 

new job, etc. — you may 

need to review your life in-

surance coverage to make 

sure that it's still sufficient 

for your needs and that you 

still have the correct benefi-

ciaries in place. 

To determine if any of 

these actions are right for 

your situation, consult with 

your financial advisor and 

qualified tax professional. 

By taking these and oth-

er steps, you can close out 

2011 on a positive note and 

get 20.12 off to a good start. 

Edward Jones, its em-

ployees and Financial Advi-

sors are not estate planners 

and cannot provide tax or 

legal advice. Please consult 

your estate-planning attor-

ney or qualified tax advisor 

regarding your situation. 

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

ExpressSOS records 
250,000th transaction 

Michigan residents are 

choosing the convenience of 

www.ExpressSOS.com, the 

online, no-wait Secretary 

of State option, with more 

than 250,000 transactions 

completed since the new 

tool was launched on Sept. 

22, Secretary of State Ruth 

Johnson announced. 

"You can do more busi-

ness online with the Secre-

tary of State than ever be-

fore," Johnson said. "By 

simply going to www.Ex-

pressSOS.com, you may be 

able to save yourself a trip to 

a branch office." 

Residents now can 

complete the most popular 

Secretary of State transac-

tions online, something that 

previously required visiting 

a branch office. Those in-

clude: 

• Renewing or re-

placing standard state driv-

er's licenses and ID cards 

• Changing their ad-

dress when they move 

• Ordering multiple 

copies of vehicle registra-

tions and titles 

Customers are pleased 

with the convenience of do-

ing more online. One Ex-

pressSOS customer wrote, 

"Thanks for the great online 

service. It really took the 

hassle out of my birthday. It 

was easy. Very smooth and 

predictable." Another said, 

"Thank you! This is an awe-

some and very welcomed 

change, and it's so good to 

see the government serving 

the people." 

Under Johnson's lead-

ership, the department 

launched www.Express-

SOS.com earlier this year as 

a means to reduce customer 

wait times in Secretary of 

State branch offices. A low-

cost advertising campaign 

to promote www.Express-

SOS.com has included bill-

boards, Internet ads and a 

radio commercial. 

Every year, more than 

10 million people visit their 

loqal Secretary of State of-

fice, Johnson explained. 

ExpressSOS, 

continued, page 10 

TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 897-9261 
F R Y M P P Y ' S 

608 West Main Street 
Lowell, Ml 49331 

897-FISH 
FISH SHRIMP Wme Pmos -

CHICKEI STRIPS 

DAILY SPECIALS 
OPEN 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 

Best Fish In Town!!! 

Rich 's Service Co. i 

T S 
In-Home Appliance Repair 

i 

Cleaning 

INSURED • 20 Y E A m X P E R I E N C E 
WASHERS • DRYERS • REFRIGERATORS 

GARBAGE DISPOSALS • STOVES • DISHWASHERS 

209 E. Main St. R O CURTIS 
Lowell , MI 49331 ( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 5 6 8 6 

w n o v t 

KIRK COLLINS 
Owner 

l E o w b o a t 

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC. 

mm 
6 U50W. Main St., Lowell, Ml 

X (616)897-9231 W 
HOURS: MON-FRI8-7:SAT8-5:3[):SUN9-3 

H L A U R E L S 
O f K E N T 

1 SkillnI \iitMiij!Olid Ibhtthiiilnliiin (snln 

• Rehab Services • Respite Stays 
• Long Term Care • Pallitive Care 

Able to admit 24/7 

350 North Center Street 
Lowell, Michigan 
6 1 6 - 8 9 7 - 8 4 7 3 

www.laurelsofkent.com 

West Michigan 

^ Estate Planning Center 

Coitrcll & Jacobs PLC 
Your Estate Planning Attorneys 

Call today to schedule a F R E E Medicaid and 
Estate Planning Workshop or Free Consultation 

616-682-5574 or 888-878-7658 
597 Ada Dr., Ste D, Ada 

(Conveniently located next to The Schnitz) 

BUY • SELL • TRADE 897-8888 

WE BUY & SELL GOLD & SILVER 
We always pay cash! 

Featuring; Sports Goods - Electronics - Tools - Video Games 

508 W. Main St. Lowell, Ml 49331 

616.897.8888 
Hours; M-F 10-7; SAT 10-4 

BILL WHEELER 
C e r t i f i e d P i b l i c 

A c c e » t » t 
M I C H I G A N 

103 Riverside Dr. 
Loweil, Michigan 

\ - ^ 49331 

616-897-7711 

L/Ostrander 
WINDOWS, SIDING & ROOFING INC, 

9019 W. Belding Rd. (M-44), Belding, Michigan 

Phone: (616) 794-0661 
Toll Free: (888) 750-7078 

Fax (616) 794-0105 

Email: info@ostranderinc.com 
Web: ostranderinc.com 

CALL 897-9261 TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

Check us out online... 

t h e l o w e l l l e d g e r . c o m 
Make us your homepage! 
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to the . . . 
editor 

Dear Editor, 

I am absolutely dumb-

founded by the fact that 

many of our former, and 

current, elected officials are 

double dipping. 

U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabe-

now supplements her salary 

of at least $174,000 a year 

with a $52,438 pension after 

working in the state House 

and senate for only 16 years. 

One would guess that 174k 

plus bennies is hard to live 

on. 

Richard Bandstra was 

on the state Court of Ap-

peals for 16 years and served 

in the state House for more 

than a decade. His pensions 

total $117,920. Bandstra left 

the court Jan. 8 with four 

years remaining on his lat-

est six-year term and now 

works as chief legal coun-

sel for state attorney gen-

eral Bill Schuette with an 

annual salary of $140,000. 

Over $250,000 a year to a 

public servant? He left a job 

he was elected to perform to 

take another job and collect 

a pension. 

Former Lt. Gover-

nor Dick Posthumus earns 

$170,000 as one of Gover-

nor Snyder's senior advisers 

while drawing a $92,489.52 

pension. Another member of 

the Quarter Million Club. 

State Department of Hu-

man Services director Mau-

ra Corrigan earns $140,000 

annually in that role while 

drawing a $84,000 pension 

as a retired Michigan Su-

preme Court justice. 

Isn't it great that our 

elected officials can vote 

for their own compensation 

packages? 

This is an outrage that 

demonstrates how politi-

cians from both parties do 

not have a clue as to how 

real people live. 

CliffYankovich 

Ada 

Commodities 
speculators cost 
consumers 
and economy 

Sen. Cart Levin 

Looking^ 

By Shelly MacNaughton 

110 Years Ago 
The Lowell Journal 
November 28,1901 

J. B. Silver, representing the Hastings Industrial Com-

pany of Chicago, is here obtaining subscriptions for the pur-

pose of forming a stock company of Lowell business men, 

citizens and farmers to start a canning factory. Mr. Silvers' 

company has put ten such factories in operation in Michi-

gan, one of which is at Eau Clair. 

100 Years Ago 
The Lowell Ledger 
November 30,1911 

Constable George Hoek, now a duly qualified parrot 

expert, returned from Ada yesterday afternoon bearing in 

his hand a big red cage, containing the oldest parrot in the 

state of Michigan. He recovered the bird from the home of 

Harry O. Mann, where according to Peter Fese also of Ada, 

it had been wrongfully held and turned over to Mrs. Fese, 

who shed tears of joy for the return of her pet. The contem-

plated replevin proceedings have been dropped. 

75 Years Ago 
The Lowell Ledger and Alto Solo 

November 26,1936 
An American saga in the true-life Horatio Alger tradi-

tion, reaching from the two-story business blocks of Low-

ell's Main St. to New York's towering skyline and exer-

cising a profound influence upon man-made structures for 

centuries to come, was brought to a close early Sunday with 

the death of Ernest Robert Graham, internationally noted 

Chicago architect and Lowell's most native son. The man. 

As winter approaches, shows how commodity pric-

Michigan families will once es - for natural gas, gaso-

again face daunting heat- line, metals, com, wheat 

ing bills. Come spring, con- and other products - hit ev-

cems will shift from the cost ery family and business. At 

of heat to the price we pay a recent hearing of the Sen-

at the pump for spring and ate Permanent Subcommit-

summer travel. Our manu- tee on Investigations, which 

facturers, too, constantly I chair, we exposed how ex-

worry about the cost of en- cessive speculation in the 

ergy, as well as the cost of markets for these commod-

steel and other materials. ities pushes up prices and 

What do all these exam- hurts farmers, businesses 

pies have in common? Each and consumers. 

" Very few of us deal di-

rectly with the commodities 
who was to build more buildings than any architect since markets, but they are an in-

Sir Christopher Wren, was bom in a frame house on Peck's credibly important part of 

Hill, August 22, 1868. our economy, and prices on 

these markets affect all of 

50 Years Ago us- ̂ eyare framework 
The Lowell Ledger wi",i" f l c h |,ro<'ucers an5 ^ users of energy, crops and 

Entry missing from files. Editors note - Tim VanderVeen o t h e r c o m m o d i t i e s b u y a n d 

submitted this to Sound Of f - thanks Tim. s e | | t h e s e g o o d s a t p r i c e s 

Whoa. What gives? I remember there was much going s e t b y l h e f o r c e s o f s u p p | y 

on in Oct, Nov. and December 1961. You have not found H HpmanH Thp<sp mark-pK 
any entries for that era, "50 Years Ago," for the last few edi- a l s o e n a b l e t h o s e a t T e c l e d b y 

tions of the Ledger and I 'm here to say Lowell was alive and t h e p r i c e o f c o m m o d i t i e s t 0 

kickin' way back then. I was packing Thanksgiving grocer- h e d g e t h e i r r i s k s F o r e x a m . 

ies at Eberhards on East Main Street and there were some p | e a j r i i n e s m a y u s e c o r n . 

great sale items at the Western Auto store.-The swans were m o d i t y m a r k e t s t 0 p r o t e c t 

still making the Flat River their home up on Riverside Drive t h e m s e l v e s f r o m b i g j u m p s 

and Flugers Lowell Bakery still had the Halloween window | n ^ 0 f je t f u e | 

decorations winner in their front windows. Lowell's basket- But over the last decade 
ball team, under Buck Gotschall, lost a close one and the o r s o m a r k e t s h a v e 

Christmas lights along Main Street were helping everyone inc reaSingly become the 
get in the spirit. That's how 1 remember it, with a few liter- d o m a i n o f a n o t h e r g r o u p . 

ary licenses used to account for age. speculators who don't pro-

duce or use the commodities 

they trade, but seek to profit 

from the ups and downs in 

prices. These speculators 

have become such big play-

25 Years Ago 
The Grand Valley Ledger 

November 26,1986 
Ribbon cutting officially opens new Cumberland unit e r s ^ ^ e y have distorted 

Arlin Maas, president of Cumberland Retirement Vil- markets, disconnecting the 

lage, cuts a ceremonial ribbon held by his daughters, Wendy P r ' c e commodities from 

and Tammy. The ribbon cutting was held during an open t ^ e f o r c e s of supply and de-

house for Cumberland efficiencies, a new apartment com- m a n d i profiting from price 

plex that offers independent retirement living for those who changes and doing great 

want to choose the lifestyle that suits them best. ^ a r m 10 c o n s u m e r s a n d job-
— — c r e a t i n g companies. 

At our hearing, experts 

I p t t p r c Trt T h f t P H l t n r 1
 testified that in some com-

* , ;! ! t U l l U l • modities markets, 70 to 90 
The W / / LedSer welcomes your Letters to p e r c e n l o r ,he trading is now 

the Editor. Letters are required to hear the author s done not by users 0f conv 

signature, phone number and address (for verification modities, but by specula-
purposes only, not for publication). Letters will be tors. Take crude oil prices, 
published at the discretion of the publisher . AH letters for example, which over the 
are subject to editing for length and grammar. Thank last four months jumped up 
you letters, advertising or personal attacks will not be to $114 a barrel, plunged to 
printed. $77, and then leaped back 

Letters may he submitted via email to: ledger@ up to $95, not because of 
lowellbuyersgiiide.com ("to the Editor" in subject line) normal supply and demand, 
or dropped off or mailed to: The Lowell Ledger, 105 N. ^u t h e c ause hordes ot specu-

Broadway, Lowell, Ml 49331. Also, our website, www. ' a t o r s ^ e t o n P" c e s- ^ report 
lowelibuyersguide.com has a link to submit emails on ^ t h e Consumer Federation 

the left side of the page. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

of America estimated that 

speculation now adds about 

$30 of the price of a barrel 

of oil and about $600 to the 

average household's annual 

gasoline costs. 

The price spikes that 

these speculators engineer 

threaten our economic re-

covery. Wild swings in the 

prices of these commodities 

make it harder for compa-

nies to grow, hire new work-

ers and reduce unemploy-

ment. 

The hearing also ex-

posed how some specula-' 

tors have done an end-run 

around regulations designed 

to limit their domination of 

commodity markets by us-

ing offshore shell corpora-

tions. 

Last year, Congress 

sought to rein in excessive 

speculation. In the Dodd-

Frank Wall Street Reform 

and Consumer Protection 

Act, we toughened what are 

known as ''position limits" -

restrictions on how much a 

market participant can dom-

inate the market for a com-

modity. For the first time, 

we required the Commodity 

Futures Trading Commis-

sion, the federal agency that 

regulates these markets, to 

set position limits on all fi-

nancial instruments used by 

speculators. 

The CFTC is respon-

sible for producing regula-

tions to implement the law. 

Those regulations, finalized 

in October, establish posi-

tion limits, as the law re-

quires, to "diminish, elimi-

nate or prevent" excessive 

speculation, and remove 

some roadblocks that pre-

vented regulators from act-

ing against speculators in 

the past. 

But they don't do 

enough to limit how some 

speculators place bets on 

multiple commodities at 

once and use those bets to 

push up prices. In addition, 

the regulations give specula-

tors another year before the 

new limits kick in. At our 

hearing, I pressed the CFTC 

to do more on these points. 

American families and 

businesses can no longer af-

ford the cost of excessive 

speculation. Until effective 

position limits are actually 

in place, our economy will 

remain vulnerable to chaot-

ic price swings that benefit 

speculators at the expense 

of American consumers and 
businesses. 

http://www.ExpressSOS.com
http://www.laurelsofkent.com
mailto:info@ostranderinc.com
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area 
births 

Jacobs 

Demsich 

w 
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Landon Anthony Jacobs 

Charlotte Ruby Demsich 

Abigail would like to 

announce the arrival of her 

baby sister Charlotte Ruby 

on October 23, 2 0 l l . She 

weighed 7 lbs. 8 oz. and 

measured 20 inches. 

Proud parents are Chris 

and Andrea Demsich of 

Alto. 

Grandparents are Norm 

and Angela Demsich of 

Frankenmuth and Bert and 

Karen Baker of Lowell; 

great-grandpa and grandma 

Demsich of Frankenmuth; 

great-grandma Perry of 

Lowell; and great-grandma 

Verlin of Rockford/ 

Landon Anthony Jacobs Grandparents are 

was bom September 18, Anthony and Andria 

2011, weighing 6 lbs. 2 oz. Peckham of Lowell and 

and measuring 18 inches. Terry and Pat Host of 

Proud parents are Britriy Morley. 

Peckham and Jon Jacobs of 

Lowell. 

Sending or Receiving 
$1 or 1st sheet, 

500 each additional sheet 

The Lowell Ledger 
105 N. Broadway • P.O. Box 128 • 897-9261 

college news 

Andrea Converse, a 

Hope College senior from 

Lowell, was a 2014 song 

coach for the 77th annual 

Nykerk Cup competition. 

The Nykerk Cup com-

petition, an annual Hope 

College tradition since 

1935, involves freshman 

and sophomore women 

competing in the areas of 

song, oration and drama. 

Participants practice for 

three and a half weeks be-

fore the competition. The 

freshman and sophomore 

teams are coached by ju-

niors and seniors, respec-

tively. Moralers, men of the 

same graduation class as 

the women, encourage the 

teams in their efforts. This 

year the freshman class of 

2015 won the competition. 

Converse is the daugh-

ter of Gregory and Marsha 

Converse and a graduate of 

Lowell High School. 

happy 
birthdav! 

NOVEMBER 30 
Jason Craig, Todd 

Ryder, Joe Kiczenski, 
April McClure. 

DECEMBER 1 
Travis Briggs, Nate 

Schoen, Deb Anchors, 
Denny Brenk II, Joyce 
Watrous. 

DECEMBER 2 
Chelsey Treglia, Karl 

Bergy, Karly Batt, Olivia 
Starkweather. 

DECEMBER 3 
Chris Chambers, 

Christine Gillies, Amanda 
Sterzick, Richard Kline, 
Jennifer Kovacs. 

DECEMBER 4 
Tennille Bryant, 

Autumn French, Casey 
French. 

DECEMBER 5 
Christopher Vickers. 

DECEMBER 6 
Katie Blough, 

Kristopher Vezino, Phil 
Seese, Maria Blough, 
Christopher DeBold, Marc 
Wernet. 

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 

201 N. Washington 
Lowell, Ml • 897-8800 

Pastor Wes Hershberger 
Sundays - Christian Education 9:15 a.m. 

Celebration 10:40 a.m. 

Wednesdays - Kid's Service, Teen's Service, 

Adult Bible Study 7:00 p m. 

LowellNaz • mere People Matter 

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER 
(Assembly of God) 

3050Alden Nash S E -897-1100 • Staffed Nursery 

Robert Holmes, Pastor 
SUNDAYS; 

Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m. 

"The Source" Youth: 7:00 p.m. 
Loving God... Loving People! 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

inwFii CHURCH0FL0WELL 

rA621 k Main Street # 897*5936 

FIRST} wwwJowellumc.com 
Barrier-free entrance 

CHURCH 

Worship.... 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School......Baaa.BaBasaaaaB9:30 
Youth Groups (Jr & Sr. High) 6:00 
Wednesdays 
After School Kids' ClubaBaa UNTIL 5:30 

Reva Rick Blunt 

i 

- FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

2275 West Main Street '897-7168 
Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org 

Rev. W. Lee Taylor & Pastor Phil Severn 
Sun. Worship Service 9:30 A M & 6:00 P M 

-Sunday School Hour 11:00 A M. 
AWANA/EXCITE 'TEENS Wed. 6:15 P.M. 

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times 
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free 

ST. MARY'S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

402 Amity St. •897-9820 
www.stmary-lowell.com 

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 9:30 AM 
Saturday confessions: 4-4:45 PM 

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:00 AM - 8 PM 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS • CALL PETE WIGGINS 897-7915 

SEE LOWELL (ME CH. 393. EMNPORMHR CATHOLIC BfiOADCASTING 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod) 

Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21 
www.goodshepherdlowell.org 

Saturday Eve Service 5:00 P.M. 

Worship Service Sunday-10:00 A.M. 

(Nursery available) 

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307 
All facilities are wheelchair accessible 

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL 
897-7060 

Pastor Rod Galindo 
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml 

Morning Worship 10:00 A. M. 
Sunday School 11:20 A.M. 
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free 

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell 
Pastor Dr. Mike Conklin 

9:45 A M Sunday School 
10:30 A.M Fellowship 
11:00 A.M Worship 

897-9863 f 
Nursery & Children A u 

Worship Programs Provided 

yiJrteruf...afamtCy...a mission! 

ADL 

The Ledg 
Delivered Right to 
Your Doorstep! 

Call us now to start uour 
subscription, Syj-jlb], 

Credit Card Kecjuired for a phone order. 
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Christmas in town, continued 
Take a leisurely walk 

to the Lowell Area Histori-

cal Museum for "A cup of 

Christmas Tea." Tea will be 

served in the elegant Victo-

rian Parlor from 3:00 pm to 

5:00 pm. 

The Kent County Youth 

Fair is sponsoring a hearty 

pancake supper of sausage, 

eggs, pancakes, coffee and 

hot chocolate. Supper will 

be served from 4:00 pm to 

6:00 pm at the King Memo-

rial Youth Center located at 

the fairgrounds. Children 

can eat and chat with Santa 

from 4:30 pm to 5:45 pm 

as Santa prepares to bring 

Christmas to the city of 

Lowell. Donations can be 

made at the door. 

The parade will step 

off at 6:00 pm sharp from 

the Lowell fairgrounds and 

travel east along histor-

ic Main Street to the First 

United Methodist Church. 

The parade has many excit-

ing entries this holiday sea-

son. The Lowell Area Fire 

Department will add a new 

dimension by using lights 

only. The Lowell High 

School and Middle School 

marching bands will per-

form Christmas tunes add-

ing to the festivities. Last, 

but not least, is the star of 

the parade, the one and only 

Jolly Old St. Nick and his 

faithful partner, Mrs. Claus, 

riding in the surrey owned 

by Brian Doyle. 

However, the new and 

exciting thing that has been 

added this year is the Peo-

ple's Choice award and you 

decide by voting on Face-

book. "it 's simple and easy 

health 
With Drs. Paul Gauthier. 

Jim Lang, 
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixle 

m e l a n o m a 

Social Security is 
home for the holidays 

Melanoma is the most 

serious type of skin cancer. 

Unless it is found early and 

treated properly, melanoma 

can metastasize to other ar-

eas of the body resulting in 

serious consequences, in-

cluding death. Melanoma 

arises from pigmented skin 

cells called melanocytes that 

have transformed into can-

cerous cells. 

Risk factors for devel-

oping melanoma are pro-

longed exposure to U V light, 

family history of melanoma, 

being fair skinned and peo-

ple that have a large number 

of abnormally shaped moles 

called dysplastic nevi. 

Melanomas usually do 

not cause symptoms and 

are frequently discovered 

during routine physical or 

skin exams. They appear 

as very dark or black, ir-

regular moles. Doctors talk 

about the ABCDE pattern as 

a mnemonic for suspicious 

moles. 

A = asymmetric appear-

ance 

B = borders of the 

moles are irregular 

C = color that varies in 

different parts of the mole 

D - diameter 6 mm or 

more 

E - evolving or chang-

ing size, color or shape over 

a period of time 

Someti m es m eI anom as 

will bleed or itch. 

Diagnoses of melano-

mas are made by examin-

ing the skin and performing 

a skin biopsy. If melanoma 

is diagnosed by skin biop-

sy, the entire lesion needs to 

be excised. X-rays or oth-

er imaging tests are done 

to exclude the possibil-

ity of metastasis. If discov-

ered early enough, melano-

mas can usually be cured 

by complete surgical exci-

sion. Once metastasis has 

occurred, survival is usu-

ally shortened. Treatment 

of metastatic melanoma in-

cludes chemotherapy, radi-

ation, immunotherapy and 

further surgery. 

The risk of developing 

melanoma can be reduced 

by limiting your exposure 

to UV light. Wear sun pro-

tective clothing if you will 

be out in the sun for pro-

longed periods and always 

use sunscreen that protects 

against UVA and UVB light 

with SPF of 30 or more. The 

American Cancer Society 

recommends skin examina-

tion by a doctor every three 

years for people between 

the age of 20-40 and annu-

ally for people over age 40. 

People at higher risk should 

perform a self examination 

monthly. 

It's the holiday sea-

son. That means time to do 

the holiday shopping, pre-

pare the festive dinner, dec-

orate the house, invite the 

guests, wrap the gifts, write 

and send the holiday greet-

ings. Not to mention, it also 

means the usual timc-con-

sumers, like working, taking 

care of the family, and doing 

all of the daily chores. 

There's a lot to do dur-

ing the holiday season. Prob-

ably the last thing on your 

list is spending precious 

time at a Social Security of-

fice (or on the phone) wait-

ing to conduct business — 

especially if you don't need 

to. However, if contacting 

Social Security is something 

you need to do during the 

holiday rush, let us give you 

some tips on the best way to 

save yourself some time and 

still get your business done. 

The busiest times for 

Social Security field offices 

and the agency's toll free 

telephone number are early 

in the week and early in the 

month. 

Hall for rent 
with kitchen 

SEATS 150 
Located 
at the 

fairgrounds 
www.kcfg.org 
Call 897-6050 

So if your business can 

wait, it's best to contact us at 

other times. The same is true 

during the holiday season — 

especially the week between 

Christmas and New Year. If 

you must do business with 

Social Security during the 

holidays, you may experi-

ence more busy signals on 

the telephone and longer 

wait times in local offices. 

There's an even bet-

ter way to conduct your 

business: online at www. 

socialsecurity.gov. There 

you'll find a wealth of infor-

mation and online services. 

For example, you can ap-

ply online for Social Securi-

ty benefits or for Medicare, 

and then you can check on 

the status of your pending 

application. If you already 

receive Social Security ben-

efits, you can go online to 

change your address, phone 

number, or your direct de-

posit information, get a re-

placement Medicare card, 

or request a proof of income 

letter. 

Voncia Van Til is the pub-

lic affairs specialist for West 

Michigan. You can write her 

c/o Social Security Adminis-

tration 3045 Knapp Sf NE. 

Grand Rapids, Ml 49525 or 

via email at vonda.vantil@ 

ssa.gov 

Flat River Outreach 
Ministries Needs YOU 

Last year FROM helped Lowell 
residents recover over $200,000 in 
tax credits and refunds through our 

free VITA tax preparation program! 
Be a part of helping low-to-moderate 

income taxpayers as a volunteer 
tax preparer. Training Is provided, 

beginning in January. 

The tax site is open on Tuesdays 
from 11 am until 8 pm 

To volunteer please call 
FROM at 421-0029 or email us 
at volunteer@fromlowell.org 

F L A T R I V E R 11535 Fulton East, 
/-"vi r r n r A ^ - L I • Lowell, Ml 49331 
W U i K L / U - n 616.897.8260 

www.fromlowell.org MINISTRIES 
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• Septic Tanks Cleaned • 
• Home Sale Evaluations • 

o • LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN 
N 

^ W E ACCEPT COMPETITORS COUPONS! 

| 897-8560 

$15 Off Septic Pumping 
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DOES YOUR DENTIST PROVIDE THE CARE 

YOUR FAMILY DESERVES? 
At the Family Dentistry of Lowell, your 

family is part of our family. 

That's why we're so caring, nurturing and 

compassionate. 

We provide the dentistry and oral 

healthcare you need with TLC. 

Isn't that what you want for your family? 

Isn't that what you want f rom your dentist? 

f a m i l i j D e n t i s t r i j o f L o w e l l 
ANN WILSON. D.D.S. JENNIFER BYRD, D . D . S . 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS - CALL: 6 1 6 - 8 9 7 - 4 8 3 5 

147 N O R T H CENTER STREET. LOWELL 

WWW.FAMILYDENTISTRYOFLOWELL.COM 

to do," stated Liz Baker, ex-

ecutive director of the Low-

ell Area Chamber of Com-

merce. 'The voting will 

begin no later than 10:00 

pm on Saturday, December 

3; polls will stay open until 

Monday, December 5 at 12 

noon. Here's what you have 

to do," continued Baker. 

To vote, go to the pa-

rade, then get on Facebook 

and view pictures of the top 

10 judged floats posted and 

vote for your favorite. 

The winner will be an-

nounced at the Special Fri-

day Night Santa Visit on 

December 9, on Facebook 

and the chamber's web-

site at www.discoverlowell. 

org 

Don't forget to shop 

downtown Lowell and fill 

up at the local eateries. 

For more information 

and times, call the chamber 

at 897-9161 or check the 

website at www.discover-

lowell. om 

LUNCH MENU 

ELEMENTARY 
MENU 
Ueek of 

Dec. 4,2011 

Vi 

MON: Hamburger on 
wheat bun (Danimals 
yogurt w/American cheese 
& saltine crackers also 
offered at Alto, Cherry 
Creek & Murray Lake), 
tossed salad, orange 
smiles, milk. 

TUBS: French toast sticks 
or cereal w/graham 
crackers each w/ 
scrambled egg, fresh 
banana, mini carrots, milk. 

WED: Baked chicken 
nuggets w/wheat dinner 
roll (Jr. turkey & cheese 
sub also offered at Alto, 
Cherry Creek & Murray 
Lake), mashed potatoes & 
gravy, peaches, milk. 

THURS: Tony's pepperoni 
pizza (chicken patty on 
wheat bun also offered at 
Alto, Cherry Creek & 
Murray Lake), tossed 
salad, fruit goop w/vanilla 
pudding, milk. 

FRI : Macaroni & cheese 
(burrito w/salsa also 
offered at Alto, Cherry 
Creek & Murray Lake), 
green beans, fresh apple 
slices, warm soft pretzel, 
milk. 

http://www.fbclowell.org
http://www.stmary-lowell.com
http://www.goodshepherdlowell.org
http://www.kcfg.org
mailto:volunteer@fromlowell.org
http://www.fromlowell.org
http://WWW.FAMILYDENTISTRYOFLOWELL.COM
http://www.discoverlowell
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Enwork design furniture comes to Lowell 

. « V , 

b y E m m a P a l o v a 

Enwork design furni-

ture held a grand opening 

on Oct. 20 to celebrate the 

completion of the construc-

tion of a 28,000 square-foot 

steel building located on 

Christopher Drive. 

The building houses a 

conference and distribution 

area with a possibility of ex-

pansion on the second story 

to the west. 

Currently, there are 30 

employees and six new jobs 

that have been created with 

the new building. 

"The company is grow-

ing, we've grown by 70 per-

cent this year," said presi-

dent Dave Powell. 

The continued growth 

can be attributed to people 

liking the design, the price 

point and the fast service. 

The product is delivered 

within two to three weeks of 

order. 

Ninety percent of the 

office furniture is manufac-

tured in West Michigan by 

manufacturing partners and 

consolidated into palettes at 

Enwork. 

All the furniture is de-

signed by Powell and the 

Enwork staff. The majority 

of the production is com-

posed of tables, 

conference and 

training furni-

ture. 

The new-

est product is 

a grid, which 

is a system of 

w o r k s t a t i o n s 

with the fol-

lowing ben-

efits: lower 

height, better 

lighting, bet-

ter airflow, bet-

ter heating and 

cooling. 

- "It 's great 

for teamwork," 

he said. 

The company has been 

installing office furniture for 

Sony, with the biggest sell-

ing territories in Ohio and 

California. 

Facebook, Texas Instru-

ments and US Government 

are also big customers for 

Enwork. 

Recently, the company 

completed the biggest order 

ever, 3,500 tables for the US 

Army worth $900,000. 

The expansion is due to 

Enwork outgrowing its old 

space at Attwood and Cas-

cade. 

The benefits of the 

— — • 

Powell at the ribbon cutting in October. 

growing company to Low-

ell are many in terms of 

hiring more people and the 

employees supporting local 

businesses. 

"We really wanted to be 

here," said Powell. "We're 

hiring people from Lowell." 

Enwork has donated 

money to the Lowell Educa-

tion Foundation. 

"The office industry is a 

tough business, the demand 

is flat," Powell said. 

The plans are to keep 

investing into new product 

development to stay ahead 

of the competition. 

"We want to keep grow-

ing the company," said Pow-

ell. "I expect significant 

growth in 2012. We work 

hard, but we try to have 

fun." 

Powell previously 

worked for Steelcase in 

marketing. He and his wife 

Kelli had always wanted to 

have their own business. 

"We pulled the trigger 

in 2003," he said. "I would 

like to thank Vergennes 

Township planning commis-

sion for helping us manage 

through the building pro-

cess." 

Dave Powell in front of the new Enwork building. 

I t ' s T i a t H m ® 

Of Year Again! 
Christmas will soon be here! 

{ 

E N T R Y D E A D L I N E 

/ > V ^ E C E M B E R 15' 2011 

htl'oT 

• Windows 
• Sidings 

• Metal Roofing 
• Gutters/Doors 

Seal 

Submit entries to: 
ALL-WEATHER SEAL 

CHRISTMAS 
GIVEAWAY 

319 E. Main St. • Lowell 
616.897.7300 

scott@awswest.coni 

ALL WEATHER SEAL 

is searching for 
a local family 

whose home needs to 
stop the winter 

air from sneaking in. 

Please submit your 
nominations with an 
explanation of why 
that family deserves 

this special gift 
this holiday season. 

L 

i 
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Red Arrows taken to church in Black Friday loss 
b y C asey C h e n e y 

Red Arrow fans donned 

the black garb of mourning 

for the third year in a row as 

their Lowell football team 

suffered another defeat. 

Though it's worth celebrat-

ing how few losses they had, 

few losses can hurt like the 

state championship game. 

The Red Arrows lost to 

Birmingham Brother Rice 

24-14 at Ford Field last Fri-

day. 

The 10-point deficit can 

hardly reflect the impact 

Brother Rice made. The Red 

Arrows had the first posses-

sion of the game. It ended in 

a three and out. Not only is 

this unusual for the prow-

ess of Lowell's offense -

Gabe Dean and Josh Add-

ington were getting hauled 

down by swarms of defen-

sive players. They ended the 

drive with five yards of of-

fense. 

If that wasn't convinc-

ing enough. Brother Rice's 

first drive would be. 

Against a notoriously 

stingy defense. Rice steam-

rolled down the field for a 

55-yard touchdown. Be-

tween the 43 yard line and 

the end zone, there were 10 

plays, only one of which 

was a third down. Though 

Lowell had them stopped 

at fourth and four on the 39 

yard line. Rice went for it 

and picked up 14 yards. 

Devin Church punched 

in the touchdow n for Broth-

er Rice with 5:36 in the first 

quarter. He would finish-

with two more scores and a 

startling 256 rushing yards 

on 33 carries. That's almost 

an 8-yard per carry average. 

Despite Rice's convinc-

ing demonstration of pow er, 

Lowell did what they always 

manage to do: compete. 

The Red Arrows tied up 

the game in the second quar-

ter. To get there, they had to 

do the seemingly impossible 

and stop Brother Rice's of-

fense. A Jake Stehley sack 

on third and eight set up 

Rice's fourth and 18 fake 

punt, which failed. 

After a long drive to 

the end zone, the Red Ar-

rows decided to make their 

own fourth down play, this 

from seven yards out. Dean 

dropped back into the pock-

et, saw an open Luke Big-

ham and made the throw. 

Lowell w as on the board and 

with Grant Brueker's extra 

point, the game was all tied 

up. The second quarter was 

half over. 

Rice and Lowell ex-

changed defensive stops un-

til, with less than a minute to 

go before halftime. Church 

blazed down the field for a 

54 yard touchdown. 

*** 

Red Arrows, 
continued, page 16 

The Red Arrows stare down Birmingham Brother Rice during the coin toss in Ford Field. 

A 14-7 halftime defi- downs could put them in the Lowell's offense to a halt. Brother Rice on their drive, 

cil could be overcome, but lead. x They punled on fourth and Dean's pass was intercepted, 

against a team this explo- But two sacks screeched 20. Though they stopped 

sive, it had to be done quick-

s -
Jason Alessi widened 

the gap to 17-7 with a 26 

yard field goal midway 

through the third quarter. 

Entering the fourth 

quarter, two Lowell touch-

M>cimcam mn mocunoM • S What do all those public notices cost us? 
Can't they just be posted on a Web site? 

Satisfaction lies in the effort, not in the 
attainment. Full effort is full victory. 

- Mohandas Gandhi 

MPCP 
MICHIGAN PRIMARY CARE PARTNERS 

INTERNAL MEDICINE FAMILY MEDICINE PAIN MANAGEMENT 

WELCOME 
CHRIS VAN RYN, PA.-C 

& 

State law requires that citizens be informed of certain governmental activity 
through paid public notices like the ones in this newspaper. 

It's one way to make government accountable to the people. 

More than two-thirds of active Michigan voters* would be concerned if 
government placed these notices on Web sites because important 

information could be concealed from the public. 

So, what's it worth to you to be able to pick up this newspaper and find out 
what's going on in your town, your county, or your local schools? 

EPIGMRA November 2007 

ACCEPTING 
New p a t i e n t s 
p: 616.214.1615 I www.MichiganPrimaryCarePartners.com 

• INTERNAL M E D I C I N E 

• S P O R T S PHYSICALS 

• I N D E P E N D E N T HEALTHCARE PRACTICE 

4024 Park East Court SE I Suite C I Grand Rapids, Ml I 49546 

rid 

This newspaper supports your right to know 

http://www.MichiganPrimaryCarePartners.com
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Questions & Answers 
About Our Environment 

Dear EarthTalk: Thorium is a naturally occurring 

element that is supposedly more available, more efficient 

and safer to use than uranium for generating nuclear 

energy. Is this true and, if so, why haven't we made the 

switch? - Jane Westermann, Austin, TX 

Thorium, a naturally occurring radioactive element 

found in abundance in the Earth's crust all around the world, 

might well be a better fuel source than uranium for nuclear 

power generation for a variety of reasons. First and fore-

most. Just one ton of the silvery metal can produce as much 

energy as 200 tons of uranium or 3.5 millions tons of coal, 

according to Nobel laureate Carlo Rubbia of the European 

Organization for Nuclear Research. Another advantage is 

that it comes out of the ground as a 100 percent pure, usable 

isotope. Unlike uranium, which contains only 0.7 percent 

fissionable material, thorium doesn't require enrichment to 

be used in nuclear reactors. Also, the spent-fuel waste from 

thorium fission cannot be re-formulated for nuclear weap-

ons like plutonium, the waste product of uranium-based fis-

sion. 

Also, proponents say that thorium doesn't require the 

high temperatures and mitigation equipment of uranium-

based reactors. "The plants would be much smaller and less 

expensive," Kirk Sorensen, a former NASA rocket engineer 

and now chief nuclear technologist at Teledyne Brown En-

gineering, told the UK's Telegraph last year. "You wouldn't 

need those huge containment domes because there's no pres-

surized water in the reactor." With no high temperatures, 

thorium reactors can't "melt down" and release radiation. 

"Once you start looking more closely, it blows your 

mind away," adds Sorensen. "You can run civilization on 

ed using thorium as a nuclear energy feedstock back in the 

1940s, but its lack of feasibility in making nuclear weapons 

put it on the back burner, where it has sat for the last six de-

cades despite various attempts to revive the technology for 

practical use. In Russia, China and India, thorium reactors 

represent the next generation of nuclear power. India pos-

sesses about a quarter of the world's thorium reserves. The 

country is working to develop a network of large thorium-

based reactors, and plans to meet 30 percent of its electricity 

needs with thorium by 2050. 

Many nuclear advocates and environmentalists alike 

don't see thorium as the savior its supporters make it out 

to be. For one, uranium is still relatively easy to come by 

and inexpensive, and the nuclear industry is set up to run on 

it. Changing over to thorium would be expensive, and who 

knows what unforeseen problems may arise with full-scale 

deployment. Perhaps most important, some analysts worry 

that putting more eggs into humanity's nuclear basket will 

surely further delay the transition to a truly green economy 

that runs on clean renewable energy from the sun, wind and 

other so-called alternative sources. 

Dear EarthTalk: I've heard of green roofs, but what 

are "green walls?" ~ P. Spencer, Alcoa, TN 

Green walls (also known as biowalls, vertical gardens 

or vertical vegetated complex walls) are wall structures 

partly composed of or filled in with grow ing plant matter. 

More than just easy on the eyes, green walls w ork like green 

roofs by filtering air and water, soaking up carbon dioxide 

and helping lessen the "heat island" effect of urban areas 

while reducing air conditioning costs in their host buildings. 

The self-proclaimed creator of the vertical garden con-

cept, French botanist Patrick Blanc, pioneered the use of 

hydroponic cultivation techniques—plants grow in an irri-

gated mineral nutrient solution without the need for a soil 

substrate—to crcate large green wall installations in both 

residential settings and within larger public structures and 

even office buildings from Singapore to San Francisco and 

points in between. 

Blanc's installations start by placing a metal frame on a 

load-bearing wall or structure. The frame supports a 10-mil-

limeter-thick PVC plate, upon which are stapled two 3-mil-

limeter-thick layers of polyamide felt. "These layers mimic 

cliff-growing mosses and support the roots of many plants," 

he says, adding that a netw ork of pipes and valves prov ides 

a nutrient solution of dissolved minerals needed for plant 

growth. "The felt is soaked by capillary action with this nu-

trient solution, which Hows down the wall by gravity." 
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"The roots of the plants take up the nutrients they need, 

and excess water is collected at the bottom of the wall by 

a gutter before being re-injected into the network of pipes: 

The system works in a closed circuit." Plants are chosen for 

their ability to grow in this type of environment and depend-

ing on available light. 

"Each vertical garden is a unique wall composition of 

various types of plants that has to take into account the spe-

cific surroundings of the place in which it is created," says 

landscape architect Michael Hellgren, who founded the firm 

Vertical Garden Design in 2004. "It is not only the colorful 

interplay between the plants on a 'green wall ' that is fas-

cinating, but also the appearance of the wall itself, which 

changes daily." 

Hellgren, who has designed and implemented large 

green walls in his home country of Sweden as well as in 

Spain, Portugal and Italy, among other locales, sources 

plants for his projects from various climate zones around 

the world. His favorites are so-called "lithophytes": plants 

that can grow on rocks, branches and tree trunks without 

necessarily being rooted in soil. "Among other things these 

climbing plants have the enormous advantage of their roots 

acting as excellent natural drainage on the wall," he adds. 

While large "vertical gardens" are surely impressive, 

critics question the sustainability of such endeavors, given 

the energy inputs needed to run the pumps and other equip-

ment used to maintain proper nutrient and air flows, and the 

emissions caused .by the manufacture and transport of spe-

cialized materials. Also, larger green walls need more water 

than rain alone can provide, and thus don't necessarily save 

water. But as the field matures, practitioners arc finding wid-

er arrays of plants to choose from that are better at taking 

care of themselves — and scaling back on inputs and sup-

porting machinery w ith the hope that one day many of the 

walls will be self-sustaining gardens that cleanse our dirty 

air and compromised storm water. 

EarthTalk® is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and 

Doug Moss and is a registered trademark of E - The Envi-

ronmental Magazine (innr. emagazine, com). Send questions 

to: earthtalk@emagazine.com. Subscribe: mvw.emagazine. 

com/subscribe. Free Trial Issue: vv. emagazine.com/trial. 

thorium for hundreds of 

thousands of years, and it's 

essentially free." The advo-

cacy-oriented Thorium En-

ergy Alliance reports that 

there is "enough thorium in 

the U.S. alone to power the 

country at its current energy 

level for over 1,000 years." 

Nuclear researchers in 

the U.S. first contemplat-

ExpressSOS, 
continued 

the nine million license 

plate/tab renewals pro-

cessed last year, 6.5 mil-

lion were processed in the 

branch offices, she said, 

adding that nearly 700,000 

people come into the branch 

offices just to change their 

address. 

For information about 

branch office locations, 

hours and additional ser-

vices, visit www.Michigan. 

gov/sos and sign up for offi-

cial Secretary of State Twit-

ter feeds (www.twitter.com/ 

Michsos) and Facebook up-

dates (www.facebook.com/ 

Michigansos). 

Customers also may 

call the Department of State 

Infonnation Center to speak 

to a customer service repre-

sentative at 888 SOS MICH 

(767 6424). 

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS 
LOW COST 

SPAX & 

NEUTER 

No restrictions. 
Available for everyone. 
Also vaccinations, tests 

and parasite control 

Call 8 9 7 - 8 8 6 5 
www.5payneuterexpress.con1 

FLAT RIVER 
E L E C T R I C , L L C 

www.flatriverelectric.com 
Email: lnfo@flatriverelectric,com 

• 

# 

# 

Residential 

Multi-Family 

Commercial 

616.987-0596 

We want 

Family 
Doctor. 
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Dt Bnw ta^cis, D.V.M. 
Call 897-8484 
11610 Eosl Fullon Street • Lowell, Mkhigon 
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P.O. Box 128 • Lowell, Ml 49331 

897-9261 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday: 8 am - 5 pm 

Friday: 8 am - 2 pm 
Closed Sat. & Sun. 

www.thelowellledger.com 
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Witt's Inn and Cafe to open north of Lowell 
by E m m a Palova 

Marvelously redeco-

rated, the 1880s homestead 

built originally for Bernard 

and Elizabeth McGee has 

been brought back to its old 

glory. 

Tim and Kathy Witten-

bach purchased the prop-

erty on Alden Nash in May 

and always wanted to pre-

serve it. 

"We wanted to keep its 

history," said Kathy. 

The homestead is lo-

cated on five acres with bam 

and granary. It is surrounded 

by apple orchards. One of 

the owners throughout the 

years was Father John Mc-

Gee, who died in 1987 and 

started its longstanding tra-

dition of hospitality. 

But, it wasn't until Ar-

die Barber turned the house 

into a bed and breakfast 

in 1987 that the property 

gained its fame. 

Currently, the inn has 

three guest rooms, includ-

ing a log furniture cabin 

room; a country room with 

the original bedroom furni-

ture kept by all the owners 

of the bed and breakfast; and 

the city of Lowell black and 

white room with black and 

white photos of Lowell. 

"It gives you a homey 

feel," said Kathy. 

Each bedroom has its 

own bathroom. The rooms 

will run $125 per night with 

fudge and gourmet breakfast 

in the morning. 

The Wittenbachs con-

nected the two porches to-

gether creating a big open 

deck for summer outdoor 

seating. 

There is a parlor and a 

meeting room downstairs 

with Wi-Fi and a big screen 

with projector plus TV for 

approximately 25 to 30 peo-

ple. A spacious lobby area 

accommodates the recep-

tionist, as well as the guests. 

The screened in porch has a 

hot tub. 

The couple is waiting 

for a food license for the 

Cafe that will serve break-

fast and lunch for the pub-

lic most likely sometime in 

January or February. 

The bed and breakfast 

will serve families, couples 

and events, like Girls' Night 

Out, or moms taking kids to 

Murray Lake Elementary. 

"We're pretty much set 

up for anybody," said Kathy. 

"We wanted to bring it back 

to its glory." 

Kathy intends to fol-

low in Barber's footsteps 

offering hospitality north of 

Lowell including weddings. 

The bam with a dance floor 

will serve as a venue for 

weddings already planned 

for next summer. 

A koi pond and a gaze-

bo with wildflower garden 

will accentuate the lovely 

property. More landscaping 

will be done in the spring. 

Kathy said she is ex-

cited to be working with the 

Canfield's Main Street Inn 

to offer hospitality to the 

community. 

"We will be sending our 

overflow to Canfield's and 

vice versa," she said. 

Rasch's will have their 

fruit stand on the adjacent 

property. 

Although everything 

has been updated and new 

ceilings put in, with the en-

tire family working on the 

building, the Wittenbachs 

made every effort to keep 

the building looking origi-

nal. 

The Witt's Inn will of-

ficially open on Dec. 1 and 

the Cafe as soon as the cou-

ple gets the license. 

"We want to do local 

stuff first for the communi-

ty," she said. 

Kathy will work full 

time as the innkeeper, moth-

er Barb Blough will run the 

Cafe and dad Dean Blough 

will run the office. Sis-

ter Kristine Haas will be in 

charge of housekeeping. 

All the fixtures have 

been replaced. Kathy did the 

decorating. 

"We wanted to have it 

vibrant and light everything 

up, give it a hotel feel with 

bed and breakfast atmo-

sphere," she said. "So you 

can make yourself feel at 

home." 

w * 
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Tim and Kathy Wittenbach in front of the Witt's Inn and, at left, at the front 
counter. 

The country bedroom has original furniture that has been with all the 
owners throughout the years. 

Check us out online... 
f i n d u S 2 Q 0 ^ 

www.thelowellledger.com 
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http://www.twitter.com/
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BROWN 
Sandra Ann Brown, age 50, of Lowell, died Thursday, 

November 24,2011. She 
was preceded in death 
by her dad, William 
Brown. She is survived 
by her children, Kelly 
and Emily Roth; mother, 
Marilyn Brown; brother. 
Bill (Dawn) and girls; 
and sister, Mary (Lewis) 
Esterline. Memorial 
service was held 
Monday at Roth-Gerst 
Chapel. Rev. Edward 
Hankiewicz officiated. 
Memorial contributions 
may be made to the educational fund for Sandra's 
daughters. 
OO^OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

- LEGAL NOTICE -

4 

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 
BERTHA VAN 

STEINVOORN TRUST 

TO ALL CREDITORS: 

The Settlor, Bertha Van 
Stelnvoorn, who lived 
at 4550 River Bend Dr., 
S.W., Grand Rapids, 
Ml 49534, died on 
5/6/2011. There Is no 
personal representative 
of the settlor's estate 
to whom Letters of 
Administration have 
been issued. 
Creditors of the 
decedent are notified 
that all claims against 
the Bertha Van 
Stelnvoorn Trust dated 
2/28/2000, will be 
forever banned unless 
presented to Alice 
Bruggink, Trustee, at 
4550 River Bend Dr., 
S.W., Grand Rapids, 
Ml 49534, or Craig A. 

Bruggink, Attorney for 
Trustee, 429 Turner 
Ave., N.W., Grand 
Rapids, Ml 49504, within 
four months after the 
date of publication. 
Notice is further given 
that the Trust will 
thereafter be assigned 
and distributed to the 
persons entitled to it. 

Date: 
November 21, 2011 

Alice Bruggink, Trustee 
of the Bertha Van 
Stelnvoorn Trust, uad 
2/28/2000 
4550 River Bend Dr., S.W. 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49534 
616-453-2622 

Prepared by: 
Craig A. Bruggink 

P.L.C. (P29358) 
Attorney for Trustee 

429 Turner NW 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504 

616-456-5048 

MILLERING 
Delmar A. Millering, aged 92, of Lowell, passed away 

November 24, 2011. He was a great man, great father 
and will be sadly missed by his family. He was born Mary 
1, 1919, in Duluth, Minnesota, the son of Edward and 
Mabel (Boyer) Millering. Delmar married Beulah Smith 
February 28, 1939; she preceded him in death March 
26, 2003. He was a WWII veteran serving in the Army 
Infantry, where he was a sniper and shore patrol. Delmar 
is survived by his children, Bonnie (Kelly) Kalkofen of 
Newaygo, Darla (Jack) Hoag of Gowen, Janet (Terry) 
VanStee of Grand Rapids, Barbara (William) Ward 
of Kentwood, Yvonne (Ed) Lewis of Dorr, Gail (Jack) 
Thomet of Lowell, Judy Millering and Bruce Stinchcomb 
of Greenville, Kathy (William) Hayes of Gowen, Allan 
Millering of Lowell, Jeff (Brenda) Millering of Texas, 
Michael Millering of North Dakota, and Russ Phillips 
of North Dakota; brothers, Duane and Henry; sisters, 
Betty and Velma; thirty-one grandchildren; and several 
great- and great-great-grandchildren. He was preceded 
in death by his daughter, Carol Ann; grandchildren, 
Brian, Michelle, Jennifer and Joey; great-grandchildren, 
Nathan and Richard; and six brothers and sisters. 
Memorial services will be held Saturday, December 3, 
2011, at 11:00 am at the Lake Funeral Home in Ionia 
with Pastor Robert Roush officiating. Interment to follow 
at Oakwood Cemetery in Lowell. Visitation will be on 
Saturday from 10:00 am until time of service. Those 
wishing may make memorial contributions to Ionia Area 
Hospice or Grand Rapids Home for Veterans. Online 
condolences may be made at www.lakefuneralhomes. 
com 
<w><><>c><>0<><><><>^<><><><><><><><><><X><*><>OOC>O<><xk><>̂ <>O<><><><><><>C*><>O<><>O<>O<̂  

WALKER 
Mary Dianne Walker, age 60, passed away Thursday, 

November 24, 2011. She was preceded in death by 
her fathers, Daniel Walker Sr. and George Wieland; 
brother, Daniel 
Walker Jr.; sister. 
Iris (Gary) Mixer; 
sister-in-law, Carol 
Wieland; and 
niece, Lee Mixer. 
She is survived by 
her mother, Agnes 
Wieland; sister, 
Sharon (Jack) 
M a c K e n z i e ; 
brother, Cliff 
Walker; sister-
in-law, Phyllis 
Walker; 
Bill 

brother, 
(Diane) 

Wieland; sisters, 
Norma (Jim) Peterson, Marie (Bill) Fredricks; and 
many nieces and nephews. Funeral service will be held 
Thursday at 11:00 am at Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. 
Hudson, Lowell. Rev. Dean Bailey officiating. Interment 
Cascade Cemetery. Visitation Wednesday, 2-4:00 and 
6-8:00 pm. Memorial contributions may be made to 
Gilda's Club Grand Rapids, 1806 Bridge Street N.W., 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504. 

CITY OF 
LOWELL 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

The City of Lowell, 301 East Main Street, Low-
ell, Ml 49331 will be accepting sealed bids for 
mowing and trimming of various City proper-
ties until Tuesday, December 20, 2011 at 2:00 
p.m. where they will be publicly opened and 
read aloud. Please mark envelope "MOWING 
BIDS". 

Your company is required to sign in to sched-
ule an on-site inspection to be eligible to place 
a bid. Contact Scott Fosburg at (616) 897-
5929 or (616)813-4710 between 8 a.m. and 3 
p.m. to schedule your appointment. 

The City of Lowell reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids and also the right to waive any 
formal defects in bids when deemed in the 
best interest of the City. Further, the City re-
serves the right to accept a bid higher than the 
lowest bid, if the City's interest will be better 
served. 

Betty R. Morlock 
City Clerk 

NOTICE OF 
ORDINANCE ADOPTION 
LOWELL CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that at the regular 
meeting of the Lowell Charter Township Board 
held on November 21, 2011, the following ordi-
nances were adopted 

Ordinance No. 06-2011 - LED/Digital Billboard 
Amendments, a summary of which follows: 
The ordinance amends the definition of Elec-
tronic Reader Board/Digital Sign; amends Sec-
tion 18.08(b) to permit LED/Digital billboards in 
the LI and Industrial PUD zones which are not 
currently allowed and to provide regulations 
for such signs and to add language for all bill-
boards regarding spacing, height and double 
faced billboard; limit the number of billboards 
to the number that currently exist; and will pro-
hibit existing billboards which are more than 
200 feet from the 1-96 right of way from being 
converted to an electronic reader board. 

Ordinance No. 07-2011 - An amendment to 
Towers and Antennas, a summary of which fol-
lows; 
Prescribe requirements for towers and anten-
nas not regulated elsewhere in the Zoning Or-
dinance; replaces the specific requirements 
for MET towers in Section 4.33 and amends 
Section 4.29 to remove the references to an-
tennas. 

Ordinance No. 08-2011 - An amendment to 
regulate medical marijuana in the Township of 
Lowell, a summary of which follows; 
Add definitions of marijuana, medical mari-
juana, medical marijuana dispensaries, reg-
istered caregivers, and qualifying patients; 
adds language to prohibit medical marijuana 
dispensaries and requires a patient caregiver 
to deliver medical marijuana to the qualifying 
patient where the qualifying patient resides. 

These Ordinances shall become effective De-
cember 7, 2011. A copy of the complete text of 
the ordinances can be obtained at the Lowell 
Township offices, 2910 Alden Nash SE, Low-
ell, Ml, 49331 during regular office hours. 

Linda S. Regan, Clerk 
Lowell Charter Township 

\ 

1 

NOVEMBER 23 - NOVEMBER 29 

A Black Friday shopper who collapses while 
shopping at a Target store In West Virginia goes 
unnoticed as customers hunt for bargain deals. 
Walter Vance, the 61-year-old pharmacist, later 
died in a hospital. 

The NBA players and owners reach a tentative 
deal to end the league's months-long lockout 
and begin play on Christmas day. 

U.S. Rep Barney Frank, a prominent 16-term 
liberal democrat from Massachusetts, will not 
seek re-election. 

UN report: Syrian forces commit gross 
violations of human rights, over 223 victims. 

Three wealth managers from Greenwich, one 
of the most affluent towns in America, claim a 
Powerball jackpot worth more than a quarter of 
a billion dollars off a $1 ticket. 

Presidential hopeful Newt Gingrich is now ahead 
in the polls with Mitt Romney campaigning in 
Florida and Herman Cain continues to battle 
accusations of infidelity. 

An elderly man walks into a Sears store in 
Seattle and hands the manager a envelope 
with $100 in it. He said back in 1940 he stole 
$20 -$30 and wanted to repay the debt. A store 
spokesman says the money will go toward 
helping needy families in the area. 
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classifieds 
for sale 

KEY CARDS ARE HERE 
- Help support the LHS 
Academic Boosters. Cards 
are $25. Stop by & get your 
card today, Lowell Ledger 
105 N. Broadway. Cash or 
check only please. 

112 ACRE LOT WITH 
POLE BARN - Everything 
there but the house. Mobile 
homes welcome. 1 mile 
from Lowell on M21, Ionia 
County, Lowell Schools. 
Commercial or residential. 
By owner. 616-446-7426 or 
897-6045. 

TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Face-
book. 

KENMORE REFRIGERA-
TOR & STOVE SET -
(2006),cost $900,sell$199 
for pair. Hammond Whole-
sale, 320 W. Main St., Car-
son City, 989-584-1600. 
See us on Facebook. 

SAFE WOOD HEAT -Re-
move fire hazard, smoke 
& dirt from home. Central 
Boiler Classic Outdoor 
Wood Furnace with 25 year 
warranty. Call SOS your 
"Stocking Dealer" Dutton, 
Ml 616-554-8669 or 616-
915-5061. 

SATURN AURA XE - 6 
cyl., white w/tan interior, 
61,000 miles, power seats, 
windows, locks, cruise. Ex-
cellent condition, $12,300. 
Call 443-4865. 

BED '& MATTRESS SET 
- queen, Sealy, $95 in-
cludes frame. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. See us on Facebook. 
Delivery available. 

QUEEN Pi'LLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush. 
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. See us on 
Facebook. 

WOWi 'POST FRAME 
PACKAGES - Act Now! 
24x24x8-$3749.24x40x10 
- $5449.30x40x10 - $6249. 
Standard Lumber, 616-676-
2108 or 1-800-444-4075. 

HOME FOR SALE BY 
OWNER -11365 Foreman 
Rd., Lowell. 616-897-5632 
or 616-328-4212. 

HAY FOR SALE - Alfalfa/ 
grass mix, 1st cutting, $3 
per bale. 616-691-7469. 

5-DRAWER CHEST - $60 
obo, 3-drawer dresser $40 
obo, oak curio cabinet $75 
obo, oak night stand, like 
new, $50 obo; assortment 
of Precious Moments for 
sale. Contact Robin, 987-
6255. 

200 APPLIANCES-Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69. Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main St., Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. See 
us on Facebook. Delivery 
available. 

'FIREWOOD FOR SALE 
- split and seasoned, 12 
months, $150 percord. Call 
Dan at 970-3832. 

for sale 
BOB'S 14TH ANNUAL 
CHRISTMASBIRDHOUSE 
SALE - Feeders: bluebird, 
wren, bat houses, ready to 
go, make great Christmas 
gifts. New this year - wood 
duck nesting boxes, several 
on-hand, taking orders for 
spring. Bob's Birdhouses, 
12279 60th St., Alto. 868-
6633. 

FREEAD!-Place & pay for 
a classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger 
for 3 weeks & receive the 
4th week FREE! You must 
mention the special in order 
to receive this offer. Valid 
only with new classified 
ads, and must be paid for 
when ad is placed. Call 
897-9555, fax 897-4809 or 
email to: classifieds® lowell 
buyersguide.com 

LASTCHANCE TO M AKE 
SURE YOUR BUSINESS 
IS LISTED - in the 2012 
Lowell City Directory! If you 
run a business out of your 
home & do not have a busi-
ness phone number in the 
Grand Rapids phone book, 
there is a charge to put 
your phone number in the 
Lowell City Directory. The 
cost is $15. Your business 
name & phone number will 
be listed in the red pages 
& under 1 category in the 
yellow pages. Please call 
Tammy at 897-9560 or 
email: citydirectory@att. 
net for further info or to 
place your order. All orders 
must be paid by Dec. 31, 
2011 to be included in the 
book. 

help wanted 
NOW HIRING - and train-
ing for career positions with 
West Michigan's leading 
real estate company. Call 
Rick Seese, Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. for a confiden-
tial interview. 616-437-2576 
or 616-974-4250.™ 

for rent 
1 BEDROOM APT. - in 
owner-occupied duplex 
near downtown Lowell. 
$600/mo. includes all utili-
ties. No smoking; pets ne-
gotiable. 616-516-1767. 

INDOOR BOAT & RV 
STORAGE - In Alto area. 
Call 616-293-2237. 

HORSE LOVER'S DREAM 
- House, barns, pastures. 
3 bedroom ranch, Lowell 
Schools. For more info 
search on Facebook Sea-
man Finn Ranch, go to wall. 
Call 616-897-5807. 

HALL FOR RENT- Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.vfw8303.org. Also for 
those interested in dance 
classes at the post. Call 
John at 299-0486 or 897-
8303.TFN 

services 
PROFESSIONAL TREE 
CLIMBER NEEDS WORK 
- Fully insured. Remov-
als, trims, chipping, stump 
grinding. Call Dan for 
free estimate at 616-970-
3832. 

BUSINESS CARDS - Be-
fore you order your cards 
from somewhere else -
check our rates! Call Lowell 
Litho, 897-9261. 

HAUL-AWAY DUMP-
STERS -15, 20 or 30 
yard. Beat any price. 
Best service. 616-
364-1320. 

PIANO INSTRUCTION 
- Experienced, patient, 
& professional performer 
has openings for fall & 
winter. Watch your child's 
confidence & academ-
ics improve as they learn 
notation, theory, & key-
board technique. Ver-
gennes Twp. Ph. 897-9485. 
MissMeowsic@msn.com 

services 
TAXES, PAYROLL, 
OUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
- by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
6351 .TFN 

HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of sen/ice work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3 1 98.TFN 

LAMINATING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE - Next day 
service. Drop off & pieces 
will be available by 9 a.m. 
the next day. Lowell Litho, 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell. 

ANGELIQUE'S PROFES-
SIONAL HAIR DESIGN 
- both genders. Color, cuts 
& chemical treatments. 
NEW FLEXIBLE HOURS. 
New clients welcome. Ada, 
616-914-1568. 

FREE 'APPLIANCE'RE-
MOVAL - Want it out today? 
Call J&J! We remove most 
household appliances, 
lawn mowers, cars, bat-
teries, etc., any metal. 
616-719-9742. 

services 
TANK FULL? CALL FULL-
ER! - Cleaning residential 
septic tanks. Over 40 years 
of great service. Owned & 
operated by Stoneybrook 
Sanitation. Call 24/7, 897-
3050 for an appointment. 

'THEELPAiNflNG-Walls,' 
ceilings, woodwork, paint-
ing, staining, drywall repair, 
brush, roll, spray. Residen-
tial & light commerical. Fully 
insured. 897-7459. 

SHIP YOUR UPS PACK-
AGES WITH US & SAVE!! 
- Call us for a price compari-
son. We will need: weight, 
zip code & dimensions of 
the box. No Hazardous ma-
terials or firearms accepted. 
Daily UPS pickup at 3 
p.m. Lowell Ledger, 105 N. 
Broadway, 897-9261. 

COMPUTERREHAB-
$65 all repairs-Virus 
& Spyware removal. 
No diagnostic fees! 
Mon. - Sat., 505-B 
West Main, Lowell. 
987-1155, www.com-
puterRehab.ws 

wanted 
BUYING OLD & VINTAGE 
ITEMS - Toys, military 
related, retro furniture, 
jewelry, sports related, 
books, awards, knives, 
games, models, coins, any 
advertising items, & MUCH 
MORE. Cash paid. Call 
616-550-0521. 

LOOK ING' FOR SEA-
SONED OAK - wood to 
burn, at least 6 months 
dried. 676-0310. 

misc. 
SEVENTH ANNUAL 
CRAFT SHOW - on Sat., 
Dec. 3, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Impact Church, 1070 N. 
Hudson, Lowell. 

MRS! CLAUS ANNUAL 
BAZAAR AND CRAFT 
SHOW -100 booths. Sat., 
Dec. 3, 2011, 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. Ionia Middle School, 
Union Street and Lincoln 
Ave. (M-21,4 blocks east of 
M-66). Breakfast, lunch and 
snacks available. FREE 
ADMISSION. Door prizes 
all day. Sponsored by the 
Ionia County Commission 
on Aging. 

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of 196. Call for 
specials 558-2900. TFN 

Community (Calendar 
PLEASE NOTE - Coming VERGENNES CLUB MEETS-at 
Events are for non-profit orga- 1 P ™- on the first Thursday of the 
nizations. If you are charging rnonth March thru Nov. Meeting 
admission for an event - it is ^ Schneider Manor Community 
considered an advertisement. Room. Program & refreshments. 
Coming events are ran on a Guests welcome. 
space available basis & ARE ' ' - ^ 
NOT GUARANTEED TO RUN. BCYSCOUTTROOP102- every 
If you would like to make sure Monday, 7-8:30 p.m. during school 

your event is placed in the paper, 'n.Al^
c°.ut a t t h e e n c l 

please call our office & place it 0 .N- Washington St. Ages 11 
as a classified ad. We will not ^ o r completing 5th grade, 

run ANY Garage or Rummage C , a L S ^ ^ s t e ' R f n
n

d y ^esl?1
erg 

Sales as a coming event. All * f ™ ? 6 9 o r D e l R o c , < w e l , a t 

Coming Events or changes to 8 9 7 - 6 8 1 4 -

ecming ByBnIs shou'd te sub- A IJO UBRARY HOURS: Tues. 
mitted by fax: 897-4809, email: & W e d . , ^ - S p . m . ; Mon.& Sat., 
class,f,eds@loweNbuyersgu,de. .30 ^ T h u r s , . 5 

Info., call 647-3820, 
ell, Ml 49331 or in person: 105 

N. Broadway, Lowell. TAKE OFF POUNDS SENisiBLY 

c d c c c c m i ^ d m c c c c c TOPS # 3 7 2 " Tuesday 
f rth I ? Q e r y a t K e y H e i 9 h t s Mobile Home Park 
fourth Friday, 8 - 9 a . m s p o n - B u j l d h 

sored by Laurels of Kent, Lowell ^ *.41: n m 
McDonalds. 1300 W. Main St. M 

WOMEN FOR SOBRIETY - L 0 W E L L AMATEUR RADIO WOMEN FOR SOBRIETY C L U B . m e e t s t h e 2 n d S a t l j r d a y 

meets every Monday, 7-8 P-rn. at a t F l a t R i v e r 0 u t r e a c h M i n i s t r j e s 

Bowne Center Un'ted Methodist 1 1 5 3 5 E F u l t 9 a m s o c i a l 

Church fellowship hall, 12051 g a t hering; 10a.m. meeting. LARC 

n « I 1 " e n N a S h - sponsors 145.27 MHz area radio 
Call Sue at 868-6219 or www. r e % a t e r t e m 

womenforsobriety.org 

ROWNFTOWNSHIPHISTORI E A S T KENT COUNTY 
. Z REPUBLICANS (EKCR) - meets 

j ^ V16 |?e s.e.c' the second Saturday of the month 
ond Monday of the mon h at 10 a t ( h e L o w e | | A r e a C h a m b e r o ( 

a . o ™ 6 m u M u S e u m Commerce (113 Riverwalk Plaza) 
. f r o m 8 : 3 0 t 0 10 a m. to discuss 

NEEDLERS - Second & fourth c u r r e n t e v e n , s o n t h e 'ocal, state 
Monday evenings, 5:30 to 8:30 & n a , l o n a l l e v e l s - B r i n g your 
p.m. Schneider Manor Commu- concerns & issues to our meet-
nity Room. , n9 ^or open discussion! Share 

information about what you can 
AMERICAN LEGION CLARK- do to become involved! For more 
ELLIS POST 152 - meets the information, please call Dave 
fourth Monday at 3100 Alden Emmette. 644-0759 or Nancy 
Nash S.E. at 7:30 p.m. Steckler, 897-6380. 

ALTO AMERICAN LEGION F L A T WVER OUTREACH MIN-
AUXILIARY - meets the second ISTRIES THRIFT STORE - is 
Mondayofthemonthat7p.m. at open Wed. 1 0 - 8 p.m.; Thurs. & 
the Alto American Legion Post. Fri., 10-6; Sat., 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

at 11535 Fulton St. E. Thrift Shop, 
V.F.W. POST #8303 - meets the 897-8260; Food Pantry, 897-8260; 
first Monday at 7 p.m. at 3116 Emergency Services, 897-8260. 
Alden Nash S.E. 

ALPHA WOMEN'S CENTER 
LOWELL SHOWBOAT GAR- - 517 E. Main. Hours: Mon. 11-5 
DEN CLUB - meets the 3rd p.m.; Tues. 6-9 p.m.; Thurs. 10-6 
Monday in the Church of the p.m. 987-9533. Diapers, formula, 
Nazarene Fellowship Hall, 211 N. clothing & free pregnancy testing 
Washington St. at 6:30 p.m. available. 

AVERILL HISTORICAL MU-
SEUM OF ADA - 7144 Headley, 
is open every Friday & Saturday 1 
- 4 p.m. or by appointment. Closed 
Jan. & Feb. 676-9346. 

E N G L E H A R DT L I B R A R Y 
HOURS - Mon.-Wed., noon - 8 
p.m.; Thurs. & Fri., 9:30 a.m. - 5 
p.m.; Sat., 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
647-3920. 

LOWELLAREAARTSCOUNciL 
GALLERY HOURS - Tues. - Fri., 
10 - 6 p.m.; Sat., 1 -4 p.m.; Monday 
by appt.; 149 S. Hudson. Visit 
www.lowellartscouncil.org or call 
897-8545. 

LOWELL AREA HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM - open Tuesday, Satur-
day & Sunday:1 -4 p.m. .Thursday: 
1-8 p.m. Families: $10; individual 
$3; ages 5-17 $1.50; members 
free. 897-7688. 

ST. MA R Y' S PR EG NANCY 
CRISIS CENTER - 402 Amity. 
Mondays: 5:30-7:30 p.m. and 
Thursdays: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Non-
denominational. Help for pregnant 
women/adolescents in need. 
Provides support, referrals, food, 
clothing/infant items. Lowell area. 
897-9393. 

BELDING-IONiA MASONIC 
LODGE #355 - which serves the 
Belding. Ionia. Lowell, Lyons-Muir 
& Saranac areas, will conduct its 
regular communication. Mon.. 
Dec.5 at 7:30 p.m. in the lodge 
room of the temple building, 211 
E. Main St.. Belding. Dinner will 
be served at 6:30 p.m. All Masons 
may attend. 

LOWELL SERENITY CLUB 
MEETINGS - (AA) Mon.. Wed.. 
Thurs.: 12-1 & 8-9 p.m.; Tues. & 
Fri.: 12-1, 4:30-5:30 p.m. & 8-9 
p.m.;Sat.&Sun.:10-11 a.m.&8-9 
p.m. 101 W. Main. 897-8565. 

SHOTGUN & ARCHERY SHOOT-
ING LEAGUES - at Caledonia 
Sportsman's Club (Alto/Freeport). 
Contact Al Potas 698-2051 or 
email shooting@csc.us.com 

SANTA VISITS - Sat . Dec. 10. 
10 a.m. Free pictures at Saranac 
Public Library. 61 Bridge St., 
Saranac, 616-642-9146. 

HOOKER CHAPTER#73 - of 
the Royal Arch Masons, which 
serves the Belding, Ionia. Lowell, 
Lyons-Muir & Saranac areas, will 
conduct its stated convocation 
on Wed.. Dec. 14 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the lodge room of the temple 
building. 211 E. Main St., Beld-
ing. Dinner will be served at 6:30 
p.m. All Royal Arch Masons may 
attend. 

MOMS IN TOUCH INTERNA-
TIONAL - Thursdays 9 a.m. 
-10 a.m. at Friendship Country 
Chapel, 10200 Grand River 
Ave. Moms & grandmas come 
pray for our kids & schools. 
Contact Missy at 308-7920 or 
missykooistra@gmail.com with 
any questions. 

CANCER - KIDS & TWEEN 
TALK GROUP - First & third 
Tuesdays, 5:30 - 7 p.m. A com-
mitted group for children in first -
eighth grade on a cancer journey. 
Incorporates curriculum-based 
activities, discussion & fun. 
Gilda's Club - Lowell Clubhouse. 
314 S. Hudson, Lowell. 

GRIEF - KIDS GROUP - Second 
& fourth Tuesdays. 5:30 - 7 p.m. 
A committed group for children 
in first - fourth grade on a grief 
joumey. Incorporates curriculum-
based activities, dicussion & fun. 
Gilda's Club - Lowell Clubhouse. 
314 S. Hudson. Lowell. 

GRIEF- NEW MEMBER MEET-
ING - Call the clubhouse to 
schedule your introductory 
meeting for grief support groups. 
Gilda's Club - Lowell Clubhouse, 
314 S. Hudson. Lowell. 897-
8600. 

TEEN GROUP-CANCER AND 
GRIEF - First & third Tuesdays, 
5:30-7 p.m. A committed group 
for teens in ninth - twelfth grade 
on a cancer or grief journey. 
Incorporates curriculum-based 
activities & discussion. Gilda's 
Club - Lowell Clubhouse, 314 
S. Hudson, Lowell. 

FLAT RIVER WOOD CARVERS 
- meets every Wed. 2-4 p.m. at 
the Lowell Area Arts Council. 
New carvers welcome. 

http://www.lakefuneralhomes
http://www.vfw8303.org
mailto:MissMeowsic@msn.com
http://www.lowellartscouncil.org
mailto:shooting@csc.us.com
mailto:missykooistra@gmail.com
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Snowflake Shortbread Cut-Out Cookies , Mint Chocolate Chip Trufncs , Chocolate Raspberry C h i p Truffles, Parmesan Pepper Spritz Crackers , M e r r y Mushroom Bites and Savory Southwest Donuts 

HOST A 

BOLLY JOLLY 
FAMILY FFATl.'RtS 

When it comes to celebrations, the re ' s no 
season quite like the holiday season. 

T h e celebration experts f rom Wilton share parly 

tips and irresistible recipes to he lp crcate a fabulous 

cocktail buffet complete with all the t r immings . 

" i t looks like it would take lots of t ime and effort, 

but it really doesn ' t , " says Nancy Silcr. Vice 

President of Consumer Affairs at Wilton. " W e ' v e 

worked out all the details to make it easy, elegant 
and del ic ious." 

Silcr suggests setting up a beverage station so 

gues ts can serve themselves, or recruit a f r iend to 

help prepare and serve your signature cocktai ls — 

sugar- r immed Cheery Cranberry Moji tos and colorful 

All Aglow Mclon-tinis that twinkle with sparkle gel. 

A n d for a warm beverage choice, offer r ich, thick hot 

chocola te garnished with frosty snowmen , peppermint 

cur ls or chocolate candy-coated marshmal lows . 

" W h e n it comes to the food, a mix of savory and 

sweet is a mus t . " Silcr adds. "Tree-shaped Merry 

Mushroom Bites and tiny Savory Southwest Donuts 

piped with avocado to resemble a wreath will wow 

both the eye and the palate. For another unexpected 
twist on tradition, stack peppery spritz crackers in a 

clear glass canister." 

• And for the sweets , beautifully decorated snow-

f lake shaped holiday butter cookies are displayed on 

s tacked pedestal plates alongside a bowl of truffles 

adorned with festive candy drizzles and luminescent 

pearl dust. Both treats make a fitting finale — and 
can be made in advance. 

For more hol iday recipe and decorat ing ideas, visit 
www.wi l ton .com. 

PARTY 

See step-by-step instructions for 
Mint Chocolate Chip Truff les , 
Chocolate Raspberry C h i p Truffles 

and Snowf lake Shortbread Cut-Out 
Cookies on ww w.wilton.com. 

Parmesan Pepper Spri tz Crackers 

Makes about 7 dozen crackers 

1-1/2 cups al l -purpose f lour 

1/2 teaspoon cracked black 
pepper 

teaspoon ground 

white pepper 

teaspoon salt 

cups (about 

8 ounces) grated 

Parmesan cheese 

cup (1 stick) butter, 

softened 

cloves garlic, finely minced 

cup milk 

Preheat oven to 3750F. 

In small bowl, combine flour, black pepper, whi te pepper 

and salt. In large bowl, beat cheese, but ter and garlic until 

smooth. Gradually add f lour mixture to cheese mixture. 

Mix until dough forms a ball . Gradual ly add milk, mixing 

until fully incorporated. S h a p e into small logs and place in 

Cookie Master Ultra II. Us ing desired disk, 

press crackers onto ungreased cookie sheet . 

Bake II to 13 minutes or until edges are 

light golden brown. Cool 2 minutes on cookie 

sheet on cooling grid. R e m o v e from sheet and 

cool completely. Store in airtight container up 

to 1 week. 

1/2 

1/2 
2 

1/2 

2 
1/3 

Merry M u s h r o o m Bites 

Makes 24 bites 

1/3 cup diced >ellow onion 

3 tablespoons butter 

12 ounces portobel lo o r baby portobel lo 

mushrooms , coarse ly diced 
4 teaspoons f inely chopped fresh 

rosemary 

1-1/4 teaspoons black pepper 
3 eggs 

3 tablespoons a l l -purpose flour 
1-1/4 teaspoons salt 

1 package (4 ounces ) water or other 

favorite crackers 
1/2 cup sour cream 

1/2 red bell pepper, thinly sliced 

Chopped rosemary or parsley (optional) 

Preheat oven to 350 oF. Prepare Bite-Size Silicone 

Tree Mold with vegetable pan spray. 

In large skillet, cook onion and butter over 

med ium- low heat stirring 

occasional ly until sof t , about 

5 minutes . Add mushrooms, 

rosemary and black pepper; 

cook until liquid has evapo-

rated, about 10 minutes; cool 

slightly. Transfer mixture to 

food processor. Add eggs, 

flour, and salt. Pulse until 

mixture is pureed with no 

large pieces of mushroom or onion. Fill cavities of 

silicone mold complete ly with mushroom mixture, 
pat t ing flat. 

Bake 15 to IS minutes or until lop of the mush-

room mixture is f irm. Cool in pan 15 minutes; 

carefully remove and place on cracker. Top with 

sour cream, sliced red pepper and. if desired, 

rosemary. Serve warm or at room temperature . 

Savory Southwest Donuts 
Makes about 36 mini donuts 

1 tablespoon ground paprika, divided 
1-1/2 cups cake flour 
1-1/4 teaspoons baking powder 

3 /4 teaspoon ground cumin 

112 to 3/4 t e a s p o o n ground chipotle 
chili p o w d e r 

1/2 teaspoon salt 
3/4 cup milk 

* egg 
2 tablespoons vegetable oil 

1 garlic c love, finely minced 
2 tablespoons finely chopped eilantro 

Topping 

1 ripe avocado 
1 teaspoon l ime juice 

Salt to taste 

Additional chopped ei lantro 

Preheat oven to 400 o F. Spray Mini Donut Pan 

with vegetable pan spray. Lightly sprinkle wells 

with s o m e of the paprika. 

In large bowl, whisk together flour, baking 

powder , cumin, chili powder and salt. In second 

bowl, whisk together milk, egg. oil. garl ic and 

eilantro. Add wet ingredients to dry ingredients 

and stir just until f lour is mois tened. Fill each 
donut cavity about 1/2 full. 

Bake 5 to 7 minutes or until the top o f the donuts 

spring back when touched. Let cool in pan 4 to 5 

minutes before removing. Wash pan, dry thoroughly 

and prepare with pan spray and paprika. Repeat 
with remaining batter. 

For topping, m a s h avocado w ith l ime juice 

and salt; stir until smooth using a whisk or in a 

food processor. Pipe avocado mixture over top 

of cooled donuts. Spr inkle with eilantro. Serve 
immediately. 

All Aglow 
Melon-t inis 

M a k e s I cocktail 

Wilton Red Sparkle 
Gel 

2 ounces green melon 
l iqueur 

I ounce lemon flavored 
vodka 

1 ounce bottled sour mix 
2 ounces d u b soda 

Maraschino cherries 
(optional) 

Squeeze Wilton Red Sparkle 

Gel a round the inside of a 

martini glass. 

In cocktai l shaker filled with 

ice. c o m b i n e melon liqueur, 

vodka , sour mix and club soda; 

shake well. Strain into martini 

glass. Garnish with maraschino 

cherries. 

Cheery 
Cranberry .Mojitos 

Makes 1 cocktail 

6 fresh torn mint leaves, 
plus addit ional sprigs 
for garnish 

1/2 lime, cut into four 
wedges 

1 tablespoon dried 

cranberries 

2 tablespoons Wilton 

Red Colored Sugars, 
plus additional for 
garnish 

2 ounces rum 

3 ounces cranberry ju ice 
2 ounces club soda 

In tall glass, thoroughly muddle 

mint leaves, lime wedges , cran-

berries. and red sugar. Add rum. 

cranberry juice and c lub soda 

and stir. Add ice and additional 

club soda to fill glass. 

Peppermint Blitz 
Hot Chocolate 

Makes about 4 servings 

1 quart (4 cups) milk 
1 cup (about 6 ounces ) 

W ilton Dark Cocoa 
C a n d y Melts, 

roughly chopped 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
3/4 teaspoon peppermint 

extract 

3 ounces chocolate 

l iqueur (optional) 
1 ounce peppermint 

l iqueur (optional) 

In a large pot ove r medium-low 

flame, heat milk and Candy 

Melts, whisking frequently, until 

boiling. Remove from heat . Stir 

in extracts and liqueurs, if using. 

Garnish with peppermint sticks 

or curls or snow man decorat ions 

and serve immediately. All Aglow Melon-t inis , C h e e r y Cranberry Mojitos and Peppermint Blitz Hot Chocolate 
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THEME: 
AT THE GYM 

ACROSS 
1. Can cause mass de-

struction 

6. *Part of a strength 

training set 

9. Ball of yarn 

13. Fear-inspiring 

14. Husk of corn 

15. It has two doors 

16. "Boy World" 

17. "He and drank 

the precious Words..." 

18. Packers QB 

19. *Lookout man 

21. the Great, king 

of Persia 

23. Rolled grass 

24. Colored 

25. Socialist, abbr. 

28. E. Coyote 

30. Silver in a cloud? 

35. Often done cold tur-

key 

37. Harsh, as in remark 

39. Oil tanker 

40. "Do others as 

you would have them 

do..." 

41. like a dark 

cloud 

43. Bog down 

44. Sour in taste 
46. Feed storage 

47. Don't forget to hit 

this button when done 

48. Ennui 

50. *Done to a sparring 

partner 

52. Bear's winter hang-

out 

53. Conservative talk-

show host 

55. File a suit 

57. Red light, green 

light 

60. *Dumbbells and 

plates 

64. Narrow water-filled 

gorge 

C R O S S W O R D 

13 

16 

19 

14 

17 

8 

23 

25 26 27 

35 36 

40 

44 

48 

28 

20 21 22 

24 

37 

41 

29 

9 10 11 12 

M 5 

1 8 
-

45 46 

30 

53 

58 59 

64 

68 

71 

49 50 

54 

38 39 

31 32 33 34 

42 43 

47 

55 

60 

51 52 

56 

61 62 63 

65 6 6 

69 

72 

67 

70 

73 

65. And not 

67. Greek bazaar 

68. Raja's wife 

69. *Sometimes follows 

injury 

70. Himalayan country 

71. gym, acces-
sible to everyone 
72. Kicked in yard game 

73. Proficient 

DOWN 
1. Tailor's actions 

2. Sound from rival of 

#28 Across 

3. Black and white treat 

4. Catcher's gear, pi. 

5. Bequeath 

6. Back seat 

7. Jack Sprat couldn't 

do this to fat 
8. College president 

9. Sweet talk 

10. Used in angling 

11. ""Iliad," e.g. 

12. Skin cyst 

15. *Exercise of the 

heart 

20. Piaf or Wharton 

22. Unagi 
24. Ascetic Muslim 
monk 
25. *Glute exercise 

26. 1/16th of a pound 

27. Recognized 

29. Vietnam's neighbor 

31. Jodie Foster's" 

Island" (2008) 

32. It describes the 

siege of Troy 

33. Courage to go on 

34. Light signal 

36. Reality TV actress 

Spelling t 

38. "Wilhelm " by 

Friedrich von Schiller 

42. Agitate 
45. *Often done in four 

counts 

49. Police shot 

51. Region of north-

eastern South America 

54. Type of boom 
56. Pelted, as with eggs 
57. "Congratulatory 

gesture 

58. l is ten to one on 

headphones while ex-

ercising 

59. Bad luck predictor 

60. Kind of bird 

61. It springs eternal? 

62. Try not to fall into 

this 

63. Lot's wife turned 

into a pillar of this 

64. "To and " 

66. South American tu-

ber 

SUDOKU 
9 6 2 4 3 5 

2 4 7 1 

5 2 

9 1 5 

2 7 3 4 

4 8 9 

3 7 

8 5 4 9 

5 6 3 7 8 2 
© StatePoint Media 

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every 

row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9. 

)) 

n 

Puzzle solutions on page 10 

Talent is cheaper than table salt. 
What separates the talented 

individual from the successful 
one is a lot of hard work. 

- Stephen King 

WE SHIP UPS! 
Our Prices Can't Be 

Beat! 
Call Us for a Price 

Quote! 
Weight & Zip Code 

Required 
for a Quote 

The Lowell Ledger 
105 N. Broadway, 897-9261 

When submitting your opinion to Sound Off!, we ask you to follow 
a few guidelines. 

Sound Off! is meant to be a way for you to compliment or vent 
your feelings with civility A healthy way to get something off your 
chest or spread a little kindness. 

We welcome your comments, with or without signatures, but 
signing your name to your comment does increase the odds of seeing 
it in print. 

Threatening or deliberately cruel comments will not be accepted 
and. of course, no advertising a product or service please. 

So basically, submit anything -
but not everything will make it to print 
The Ledger reserves the right to choose what is printed, and 

reminds the public that views expressed in Sound Off!, unless 
otherwise stated, are not the opinions of The Ledger staff or its 
publishers. 

Christmas Thru Lowe!! is a great event 
that is advertised for Friday, Saturday & 

Sunday. Alt who sign up for it, should have 

to stay open for a!l three days. 

Just heartbreaking to read that boat 
engines were stolen from Lowell High 
School crew team. The crew team has 
worked very hard for several years to get 
the necessary equipment needed for a sport 

that is not funded by the school. 

To the person inquiring about names on 

jerseys - It sure is nice of you to volunteer 
those who are "well off" to pay for names 

on jerseys. As a great coach once said, "It's 

the name on the front of the jersey that 

matters most, not the one on the back." 

Dear fellow citizens of Lowell - It does 

little good for the environment to recycle if 
your refuse merely blows down the street 

or into my yard. Please put a lid on it. 

- Thank you, 
Scott Kooistra 

THIS WEEK'S ONLINE 

POLL RESULTS 
How do you feel about 
the super committee 

failing to meet its deficit 
cutting deadline? 

•Glad 50% 

•Outraged 2 5 % 

•Disappointed 25% 

• Don't Care 0% 

http://www.wilton.com


page 16 the •owell ledger Wednesday • november • 30 • 2011 

rrow 

i : i 

Red Arrows, continued 
leading to the deciding Rice interceptions in the game. were under the gun and it 

score with 5:55 remaining in The Red Arrows re- showed. Making impossible 

the game. Dean threw three gained possession. They play after impossible play, 

i 

Lowell careened closer to 

the end zone. Dean and Big-

ham once again connected 

for a nine-yard touchdown 

pass. 

The scoreboard read 

24-14 with 3:46 left in the 

game. 

Their onside kick failed 

and Brother Rice ran out the 

clock. With 1:10 remain-

ing, Church went down. He 

hobbled to the sidelines with 

the help of his trainers and 

a standing ovation from the 

Brother Rice fans. 

The Red Arrows had 

84 rushing yards to Brother 

Rice's 325. Dean accounted 

for 62 of those yards and 

Addington for 22. Dean was 

14 of 24 through the air with 

190 yards and two touch-

downs. Rice had 42 passing 

yards. 

Reed Stormzand may 

have had the most impres-

sive game, making impor-

tant tackles on defense in-

cluding two sacks against a 

tough offensive line. 

Jake Stehley sacks the Brother Rice quarterback as Reed Stormzand 
looks on. Stormzand would record two of his own that day. 

F L A T R I V E R 
W 7 OUTREACH 

MINISTRIES 
Flat River Outreach Ministries will be collecting new, 
unwrapped toys and gifts through December 15, 2011 

are in place at the following locations: 
Brenda's Hair Design, Dollar General, 

Fifth Third Bank, Grand River Veterinary Hospital, 
Rite Aid, Showboat Automotive, Springrove Variety, 

Walgreens Pharmacy & Lowell High School 

ANGEL TREES 
wil be in place at the following locations: 

Firstbank, Ella's Coffee Shop, 
Huntington Bank, Huntington Bank (branch), 
Englehardt Public Library and Ada/Lowell 5 

FOODS, TOYS & 
MONETARY DONATIONS 

Qabe Dean jukes away from the Brother Rice defense. 

ft « 
can be dropped off at the 

FROM Food Pantry, 11535 Fulton St. E 
on Wednesday and Thursday, Dec. 14 

and 15, between 10 am and 4 pm. 
Food and toys will be distributed on 

Saturday, Dec. 17 from 9 am to 2 pm. 

If we can be of 
assistance to your 

family with food 
and/or toys, please 
come to the Food 
Pantry to sign up. 

REMEMBER 
This program is for 

members of our community Luke Bigham looks in the ball for one of his two touchdown catches 
of the game. 


