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Six candidates file for three open 
seats on the Lowell's City Council 
by Emma Palova 

If anything reflects the 
state of matters, then it is the 

number of candidates run-
ning for open seats on the 

city council. That is the ex-

perience of longtime clerk 
Betty Morlock with home-
town elections. 

This year, six candi-

dates have filed their pe-

titions for three open city 

council seats in the Nov. 8 
general election. They are 

incumbents Sharon Ellison, 

Jeff Altoft and Maryalene 
LaPonsie, and newcomers, 

Jim Valentine, Jim Hall and 

Don Green. The candidates 

have to gather at least 25 
signatures. 

Ellison, Altoft and 

LaPonsie are running for 

their second term. 

Green served on the city 

council in 1991, 1995 and in 

1997. Hall ran previously 

in 1995 and in 2005. Valen-

tine was chief of police from 
1994 to 2009. 

The seventh candidate, 
Greg Canfield, dropped out, 

so there will be no primary 

in August. According to the 

city charter, if more than 

six candidates run, a pri-

mary must be held to nar-

row down the field back to 

six. The candidates run on a 

non-partisan ticket. 

"Our election is total-
ly non-partisan," said Mor-
lock. 

The last primary elec-

tion was held in 1979 with 

seven candidates running. 

According to city sta-
tistics, kept since 1979, on 

average four candidates 

run. But, several times Mor-

lock had six candidates run-
ning. The terms are stag-

Candidates, 

continued, page 3 

Lowell City Council approves 
Howe as new city manager 

Pink Arrow partners 
with Riverbank Run 

by Shelly MacNaughton 

After a brief discus-

sion on the wording of the 

contract, the Lowell City 

Council approved the con-

tract for Mark Alan Howe 
as the new city manager. 

David Pasquale will 
leave this position on June 

30 and Howe will begin his 
duties on July 1. "Congrat-

ulations Mark. We are look-

ing forward to a long and 

wonderful relationship," 

said mayor James Hodges. 

The council approved 

Dorla West's request to 

hold a plant swap on Fri-

day, June 17, at the comer 

of Front and Jackson. "We 

will allow the use of city 

property for this plant swap 

Lowell's new city 
manager, Mark Howe 

at no cost to the city," said 

Mayor Hodges. 

The council also voted 

to award C&L Trucking & 

Excavating to carry out the 

North Center Street project. 

"C&L seems to be the most 

local and the lowest bid," 

said councilmember Mary-

alene LaPonsie. 

The council then ap-

proved the purchase of vid-
eo camera and equipment, 
not to exceed $1200. This 

new equipment will be used 

to video record public meet-
ings. 

"Last Friday we had 

Mayor Exchange Day with 
Belding, It was wonder-

ful. This coming Friday, 

May 20, we will be going to 

Belding. We look forward 

to being their guests," said 

mayor Hodges. 

City council 

continued, page 2 

Lowell's Pink Arrow 

Pride was showcased dur-

ing Friday's Fifth Third 

River Bank Run Expo. De-
buted was one of two Pink 

Arrow IV billboards fea-

turing cancer patient Claire 

Block and her parents. 

Matt and Melissa Block; 

and brother, Caleb. 

The Pink Arrow booth 
was staffed by varsity foot-

ball coach Noel Dean and 

players, Renn Osborne, 

Riverbank Run, 

continued, page 8 

Lowell boys' lacrosse nets first conference championship 
First row, left to 

right: Jordan Nurmikko, 
Derek Bitterman, Eli 
Scoby, Nicholas Getz, 
Joe Potter, Jim Collins, 
Jonathon Nichols, 
Conor McCarrey, and 
Garrett DeBoer; second 
row, left to right: coach 
Matt Hauschild, coach 
Eric Bredin, Forrest 
McRee, Zach Graham, 
Jordan Cambert, 
Reece Posthumus, 
Troy Peterson, Taylor 
Martin, Chad Martin, 
Justin Ball, and coach 
Mike DeVries; third 
row, left to right: Hunter 
Zuk, Tyler Bitterman, 
Greg Blanton, Jacob 
Litchfield, Austin 
Buckius, Braydon 
Foley, Brandon Blough, 
Matt Charrouf, Tim 
Creighton, and Kyle 
Bassin. 
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City council, continued 
Sharon Ellison, Mary-

alene LaPonsie and Jeffrey 
Altoft are all up for re-elec-
tion on the November 8 bal-
lot. Also appearing on the 
ballot will be Don Green, 
Jim Valentine and Jim Hall. 

Also approved was 
Don Green's request to op-
erate a boat ride conces-
sion on the Riverwalk dur-
ing the spring, summer and 
fall. Punting on the Flat will 
begin offering cruises on 
the Flat River aboard a punt 
boat. The punt will hold up 
to six adult passengers. The 
cruises will be 35-45 min-
utes long and cost $15 per 
person. Sunset and Mid-
night cruises will be offered 
for $85 for the entire boat. 
Each boat will be operated 
by a licensed inland waters 
pilot. Green hopes to begin 

offering cruises sometime 
this summer, specifically in 
time for the Riverwalk Fes-
tival. 

Dennis Kent updated 
the council on the grants ap-
proved for the LCTV En-
dowment Board. The board 
considered 20 different proj-
ects and granted 15 requests 
for a total of $204,246. 
"There was a lot of care tak-
en, a lot of discussion," said 
mayor pro tem Sharon Elli-
son. 

"Every member of the 
LCTV endowment board 
had a chance to rate every 
project. It was very difficult. 
I appreciate all the work that 
went into it," said city man-
ager David Pasquale. 

Some of the approved 
grants: a Jaws of Life re-
placement for Lowell Area 

Fire and Emergency Ser-
vices Authority, Lowell 
Area Arts Council received 
a grant of $ 12,356 for a per-
forming arts sound system, 
$50,000 toward the east side 
riverbank improvement, 
$20,000 for music schol-
arships and equipment for 
the Lowell Music Boosters, 
$15,000 for the City Trees 
program, $2000 for lighting 
system at the dog park, and 
$14,530 for the city website 
upgrade. 

The council allotted 
time during the meeting for 
public comments regarding 
the city budget, but there 
were no public comments. 
City manager Pasquale 
did read a summary of the 
projected city budget. The 
council will hold another 

workshop session during the 
June 6 meeting where again 
public comments will be 
taken regarding the budget. 

Councilmember Jeff 
Altoft raised concern over 
the police department bud-

get, "I think the police de-
partment should live within 
their means. What we are 
doing is taking away from 
cash reserves and 1 don't 
think we should be doing 
that." said Altoft. 

Pasquale offered to get 
the councilmembers a more 
detailed report on the police 
department projected bud-
get. "I would like to thank 
everyone. The budget is tru-
ly a team effort and would 
not be possible without it," 
said Pasquale. 
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street 
E D U C A T I O N F O R U M 

R E S C H E D U L E D 
The education forum with legislators has been 

rescheduled for May 20 at the Eberhard Center at Grand 
Valley, 5:30 pm in room 215. 

C O M M U N I T Y S U P P E R 

A N D F O O D T R U C K 
St. Mary Church, 402 Amity, May 18. Truck arrives 

at 5 pm, distribution between 5 and 6 pm. Dinner served 
at 6 pm. No charge, free will donation. Any questions, call 
897-9820. 

B L U E G R A S S M U S I C F E S T I V A L 
Bluegrass music concerts Fri., Sat., and Sun., May 20-

22, at Lowell fairgrounds. Campground jamming, instru-
ment workshops, slow jams. Huge bam sale/silent auc-
tion, vendors, bake sale. Songwriter contest, kids activities. 
Camping available. For details call 896-6220 or see www. 
wmbma.org. 

NIICIKPT 

Phone Orders 
Welcome 
Lowell Ledger 

897-9261 

i i & r i l l m g 

j f e f j Fry Paddy's! 
SATURDAY, MAY 21 

from 1:00 PM UNTIL SOLD 

Join us for some 
great grilled chicken! 
608 W. Main Street • Lowell 

897-3474 

P L A N T S A L E 
Too many plants? Call Karen at 897-7808 to donate to 

the Memorial Day weekend plant sale. All proceeds go to 
the LAS equestrian team. 

M E D I C A L S C H O L A R S H I P S 
Applications sought for Donald Gerard MD Medical 

Scholarship for 2011-2012 school year. Must be a Lowell 
high graduate and be registered in or have been accepted 
into a qualified program in a U.S. institution granting an 
M.D. or D.O. degree. Applications available at Student Ser-
vices Department at LHS. Attn: Mrs. Lisa Nauta, 897-2913. 
Deadline: June 1, 2011. 

B L O O D D R I V E 
Fri., June 3, 8 am to 1 pm at Lowell High School in the 

Aux Gym. Public is welcome. This event is to benefit the 
West Michigan Community Blood Center. 

Feel free to send your event information to the Ledger 

for Along Main St. All submission requests for Along Main 

St. are subject to space limitations. The Ledger makes no 

assurances that they will appear in print. To ensure that 

an event notification will appear in the Ledger, it is best to 

place a paid advertisement. All efforts will be made to place 

suitable items in the Along Main St. column but they are 

printed at the discretion of the publisher. For profit events, 

church services, yard sales and the like, will not appear in 

this column. 

BLUEGRASS MUSIC FESTIVAL 
MAY 20-22 

-pif ' A T LOWELL FAIRGROUNDS 
Bluegrass music concerts 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
Campground jamming, instrument workshops, slow jams. 

Huge barn sale/silent auction, vendors, bake sale. 
Songwriter contest, kids'activities. Camping available. 

For details call 897-6220 
or see www.wmbma.org 

f l Goodrich 

(UALITY 
THEATERS 

ADA LOWELL 5 
616-897-3456 

IIAMTV On M-21,5 Minutes 
JUAUIl East of Amway H.Q. 

w w w GQTI.com 

$4.50 BARGAIN T W I L I G H T 

D A I L Y 4 . 0 0 - 6 : 0 0 P M 

SH0WTIMES 5/18 • 5^19 © N o passes 

O PRIEST (PG-13) 5:25. 7:30. 9:35 
O BRIDESMAIDS (R) 
4:15.6 :50.9 :25 

O TH0R (PG-13) 
4:35. 7:00, 9:30 

O SOMETHING BORROWED (PG 13) 
5:00. 7:20. 9:40 

FAST FIVE (PG-13) 4:30. 7:10. 9:50 

Public invited to 
review information 
on public transportation 
for suburban 
and rural Kent County 

The Rapid, with support from a technical working 
group, will host a series of six public meetings during 
the week of May 23 to discuss and receive comments 
on the draft report of the Kent County Transit Needs 
Assessment. 

The public is invited to come out to review the in-
formation and findings related to the existing transit ser-
vice in Kent County and the transportation needs of the 
area. The study team is looking forward to receiving 
input from the public about the recommendations and 
conclusions that have been developed for future transit 
efforts in Kent County. 

This is the second round of public meetings to be 
conducted by a team of public transportation consul-
tants who will use the information shared by the local 
community to refine the Kent County Transportation 
Needs Assessment. 

Citizens are encouraged to attend the public meet-
ings that are most convenient to their schedule. Rep-
resentatives and clients from human service agencies, 
government, private and private-nonprofit organizations 
and employers are also strongly encouraged to attend. 
Each meeting will be an open discussion and offer am-
ple opportunity for everyone to voice his or her opinion 
about the future of transportation in suburban and rural 
Kent County. 

Meetings are scheduled at multiple locations, times 
and days in an effort to meet a variety of schedules. The 
meeting schedule is as follows. Light refreshments and 
snacks will be served. 

Monday, May 23 
6:30 to 8:00 pm 

MDOT Grand Rapids TSC, Conference room, 
2660 Leonard St., NE, Grand Rapids, 49525 
Tuesday, May 24 
6:30 to 8 pm 
City of Lowell, City Hall, 
301 East Main St., Lowell 49331 
Wednesday, May 25 
2 to 4 pm 

City of Cedar Springs, City Hall, 
66 S. Main St., Cedar Springs 49319 
Wednesday, May 25 
6:30 to 8:00 pm 

Gaines Township Hall, Room A & B, 

8555 Kalamazoo Ave., SE, Caledonia 49316 
Thursday, May 26 

9:30 to 11:00 am 

Hope Network, Motivation Room in Education Center 
Building, 755 36th St., SE, Grand Rapids, 49548 
Thursday, May 26 
6:30 to 8:00 pm 

Plainfield Township Hall, Board Room, 
6161 Belmont Ave, NE, Belmont, 49306 
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Sanborn named staff 
member of the month 

Patti Sanborn, a Lowell Schools' paraprofessional, was named StafT Mem-

ber of the Month at Murray Lake Elementary school for the month of April. 

Sanborn, who has worked in many of Lowell Schools' buildings over the past 

20 years, was nominated by several fellow staff members. "Patti has served us 

all so very well since the day she walked into Murray Lake. She has had a posi-

tive impact on all of our students," commented teacher Sue Wilterink. 

Sanborn resides in Lowell with her husband Jack and dog Buddy. They 

have a son (Bill) and three grandchildren. "My job at school gives me great 

joy. It is always a great feeling to know that in some way I have helped a child 

learn," said Sanborn. 

When Sanborn is not working, she enjoys reading, doing craft projects and 

helping with her grandkids. 

Food Fight slated for June 1 
Flat River Outreach 

Ministries plans to kickoff 
their third annual North 
Lowell vs. South Lowell 
Food Fight on June I. 

The competition 
pairs all businesses and 
residents north of Main 
Street against all of 
those on the south side. 
Participating businesses 
will offer Food Fight 
specials to any customer 
donating a nonperishable 
food item. 

The South won last 
year by less than 300 
food items, as both teams 

i 

raised over 16,000 food 
items for the FROM 
Food 

P a n t r y 
Sponso r sh ips 
and Food 

Fight Special 
a d v e r t i s i n g 
spots are still 
a v a i l a b l e . 

A n y o n e 
interested in 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
or donating can 
call 421-0029 or 
e-mail foodfight® 
fromlowell.org 
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Candidates, continued 
gered. The two highest vote 

getters serve a four-year 
term; the third one serves a 
two-year tenn. 

But, the average turn-
out, according to Morlock, is 
not very high. There are ap-
proximately 2,700 to 2,800 
registered voters in two pre-
cincts. Morlock said she will 
combine the two precincts 
together for the November 

general election. 
The recent school elec-

tion held on May 3 showed 

a low turnout, in spite of the 
approximate cost to hold of 
SI,472. This did not include 
the cost of ballots and no-
tices. City council elections 
cost twice as much. 

Morlock said she ex-
pects a bigger turnout than 
normal due to the number of 
candidates running for the 
open seats on the city coun-
cil. 

"When there's more 
people running there is more 
interest," she said. 

There are several is-
sues in the city politics that 
may be drawing voters to 
the polls to vote for their 
representative. This may be 
change in leadership, side-
walk repair ordinance, pro-
posed Riverwalk improve-
ments, dilapidated streets 
and sidewalks. 

"Don't forget to vote," 
says Morlock. The last day 
to register for the November 
general election is Oct. 11. 

Kite flying safety tips 

•Jdi 

C o n -
s u m e r s 

E n e r g y 
o f f e r s 

safety tips 
for those who 

take advantage of 
Michigan's breezes 

by launching a kite. 
"We urge everyone 

to follow a few impor-
tant safety rules when 

flying kites," said 
Kip Sauer, execu-
tive manager of 

energy services 
east. "When 

it comes to 
o u t d o o r 

fun, look up to identify haz-
ards and obstacles, stay away 
from overhead electric lines 
and stay safe." 

Kites should never be 
flown near electric power 
lines. If a kite gets tangled 
on an overhead wire, don't 
try to get it - let it go. Adults 
should caution children to 
never climb a utility pole, 
a tree located near a power 
line or an antenna tower to 
retrieve a kite. Buying a new 
kite is the safest course of ac-
tion. 

Here are more basic 
rules to help kite flyers have 
ftin and avoid trouble: 

• Keep away from 
all overhead wires, espe-
cially electric lines. 

• When buying or 
making a kite, make sure 
it is constructed of wood, 
plastic or paper. Never use 
anything metallic such as 
aluminum foil or Mylar 
polyester film; they conduct 
electricity. 

• Use dry kite string 
when flying your kite and 
never use wire. 

• Fly your kite in 
open areas in dry weather. 
Avoid streets and highways 
and keep away from televi-

sion and radio antennas. 

LOW C O S T 

s P A y f c 

' m t m N E U T E R 

No restrictions. 
Available for everyone. 
Also vaccinations, tests 

and parasite control 

Cal l 8 9 7 - 8 8 6 5 
w w w s p a y n e u l e r e x p r e s s . c o m 

I would never 
die for my 

beliefs because 
I might 

be wrong. 
- Bertrand Russell 

( 1 8 7 2 - 1 9 7 0 ) 

Thank you to everyone who attended 
Grazing with FROM on May 10th. 
Your presence and donations will 
help us continue our commitment 

to the greater Lowell area. 

A special thanks to Litehouse, Inc. 

for underwriting this premier event. 
(Litehouse products are now available locally 
at Ella's Coffee and Cuisine and Meijer, Inc.) 

Our sincere thanks, 
F L A T R I V E R 
OUTREACH 
MINISTRIES 

11535 East Fulton St. SE • Lowell, Ml 49331 

616-897-8260 
www.fromlowell.org 

STATE OF MICHIGAN: 
"CHILD FIND" OBLIGATION 

"Looking for children with suspected developmental delays" 

Child Find is a foundation of the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA). 
IDEA Child Find requires the State of Michigan to identify, locate, and eval-

uate all children with disabilities, who need Early Intervention or Special 
Education and related services, from birth to his or her 26th birthday. IDEA 

requires Child Find evaluation regardless of the severity of the child's dis-
ability, whether the child attends private or public school, or if a child is 

experiencing homelessness. 
It is important to "find" children who may need services and reach them 

early, because research tells us that children with disabilities do better 
across their lives when they receive early help. If you suspect your child 
may have a developmental delay which impedes their experience to learn, 

please contact: 

Maureen Dorough 
Director of Special Education 

Phone: 987-2516 
E-mail: mdorough@lowellschools.com 

SCHOOLS- SPECIAL EDUCATION 
STUDENT FILES-DESTRUCTION NOTICE 

Special education student files, including evaluations, referrals, psychologi-

cal reports and multidisciplinary evaluation team (MET) summaries are kept 
on file at Central Office. Federal Law under Individuals with Disabilities Act 

(IDEA), states that schools shall inform parents, or students 18 years and 

older, when personally identifiable information is no longer needed to pro-

vide educational services to the child. 
This notice is to inform you that special education files are destroyed as 

follows: 

Three years after graduating with a diploma (age 21) 
Seven years after leaving Lowell Schools, without a diploma (age 27) 

If you would like to request that the student files be destroyed before the 
scheduled time, or if you would like to pick up your student file, please con-
tact: 

Laurie Haan 
Administrative Assistive/Office of Special Education 

Phone: 987-2516. 
E-mail: lhaan@lowellschools.com 

http://www.wmbma.org
mailto:ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com
http://www.lowellbuyersguide.com
http://www.fromlowell.org
mailto:mdorough@lowellschools.com
mailto:lhaan@lowellschools.com
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h financial 
focus 

r C. Godbold 

Can you save for retirement 
and education? 

The school year is com-
ing to a close, which means 
that if you have young chil-
dren, you are now one year 
closer to college days — 

and college bills. At the 
same time, you are moving 
nearer to your own retire-
ment. Can you save for col-
lege while you put money 

away for retirement? Yes 

— but it will take planning, 
patience and discipline. 

Your first step is to be 
aware of the challenges you 
will face. As you know, the 
financial crisis of 2008 and 
early 2009 took a bite out 
of just about everyone's 
retirement portfolio. And 
even though the markets 
have bounced back strongly, 

We offer the 

Carlson Craft 

line of invitations. 

1 0 5 N. B R O A D W A Y • L O W E L L 

616.897.9261 

you might still have some 
ground to make up in your 

401(k), Individual Retire-
ment Account (IRA) or oth-

er accounts. At the same 
time, budgetary pressures 
may lead to reductions in 
Pell Grants and other feder-
ally backed financial aid to 
students, so you may need 
to provide more assistance 
to your children than you 
once might have thought. 

To deal with these chal-
lenges and help yourself 
make progress toward your 
college/retirement objec-
tives, consider the following 
moves: 
• Establish some pri-
orities. How much should 
you save and invest for re-
tirement versus college? 
Also, how much of the col-
lege costs would you like to 
cover: 100 percent, 50 per-
cent or perhaps a set dol-
lar amount? There's no one 
"right" answer for every-
one — you'll have to estab-
lish priorities based on your 
preferences and family situ-
ation. But* once you've set 
these priorities, you'll have 
some guiding principles to 
govern your savings and in-
vestment decisions. 

• Put time on your side. 
The earlier you start sav-
ing for both your retirement 
and your children's college 
education, the better your 
chances of reaching your 
goals. 

• Choose the right in-
vestment vehicles. You may 
want to work with a finan-
cial advisor to choose the 
appropriate mix of invest-
ments for your needs. But 
in general, it's a good idea 
to contribute as much as you 
can afford to your 401(k) or 
other employer-sponsored 
retirement account. Your 
contributions are generally 
made with pretax dollars, 
and your earnings can grow 
tax deferred. And whether 
or not you have access to 
a 401(k) or other employ-
er-sponsored plan, you can 
probably also contribute to 
a traditional IRA, which of-
fers tax-deferred earnings, or 
a Roth IRA, which provides 
tax-free earnings, provided 
you've held your account at 
least five years and you don't 
start taking withdrawals un-
til you've reached age 59 
1/2. To save for college, you 
may want to explore a 529 
plan, which also provides 
tax-free earnings, provided 
they are used for qualified 
higher education expenses.* 
• Keep investing. The fi-
nancial markets will always 
move up and down — so in 
some months, you might not 
like what you see on your 
investment statements. But 
the most successful inves-
tors keep investing in good 

Financial Focus, 

continued, page 7 

At Your 
Local 

Library 
04 

Summer Reading Club 
returns to Kent District Library 

The Kent District Li- and so much more. 

brary (KDL) invites the 
whole family to sign up for 
the Summer Reading Club 
and spend some time read-
ing this summer. This year's 
Summer Reading Club runs 
from Monday, June 13 to 
Saturday, August 6. 

With new activities for 
babies and adults, KDL's 
Summer Reading Club re-
ally does offer something 
for everyone. There's Baby 

Bingo for babies 0-18 
months, One World, Many 
Stories for kids 18 months 
through 5th grade. You are 
Here for teens grades 6-12, 
and Novel Destinations for 
adults. Meet your reading 
goals and enter to win great 
prizes such as gift certifi-
cates, a new bicycle, and 
even a Barnes & Noble 
Nook Color eReader. 

KDL is also offering an 
exciting line-up of summer 
programs, including Ani-
mal Crackers Petting Zoo, 
Master Arts Street Theatre, 
Zumba Dance Party with 
Aimee, Summer Carnivals, 

Not only is KDL's 
Summer Reading Club a 
great way to have ftin this 
summer, but it's also an im-
portant step in helping to 
prevent what's known as 
summer reading loss. Stud-
ies show that "students typ-
ically score lower on stan-
dardized tests at the end of 
summer vacation than they 
do on the same tests at the 
beginning of summer va-
cation." The Kent District 
Library aims to help pre-
vent summer reading loss 
by providing programs and 
activities that encourage 
learning while children and 
teens are away from school. 
By developing these habits 
now and making learning 
fun, we hope to help peo-
ple succeed in school and 
in life. 

Sign up for KDL's Sum-
mer Reading Club starting 
June 13 at any of KDL's 18 
branch locations. 

For more information, 
please call 784-2007 or vis-
it www.kdl.org. 

local 
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CIEANIRS • lAUNDRY 

FREE PICKUP i DELIVERY 
Lowell * Ada • Cascade • Ionia • Grand Rapids 

MAY SPECIAL 

20% Off Coats i Jackets 
(616) 897-9809 • 1410 W. Main • Lowell 

• ASPHALT PAV/IIMG G> REPAIR 
cc 

STORMZAND ASPHALT 
MAINTENANCE 

Paving 
Seal Coating with Sand 

Hot Rubber Crack Repair 
Cut & Replace Patching 

Striping 
Parking Lots & Driveways 

Licensed & Insured 
Serving West Michigan Since 1989 

X 
(616) 897-9872 J Z . Free Estimates 

• ASPHALT PAX/IIMG & REPAIR • 

Rich 's Service Co. 
In-Home Appliance Repair 

Dryer Vent 
Cleaning 

INSURED • 2 0 Y E A R S EXPERIENCE 
WASHERS • DRYERS • REFRIGERATORS 

GARBAGE DISPOSALS • STOVES • DISHWASHERS 

209 E. Main St. RICH CURTIS 
Lowell, Ml 49331 (616 )897-5686 

FRY P A P W ' S 
608 West Main Street 

Lowell, Ml 49331 

M T - F I S H 
FISH SHRIMP Hm P I I U -

CHICKEI S T U M 
DAILY SPECIALS 

OPEN TUESDAY - SATURDAY 

Best Fish In Town!!! 

KIRK COLLINS 
t Owner 

A U T O M O T I V E S U P P L Y , I N C . 

Auto 
Value 
Pmrtm Storm* 

6 1450 W. Main St., Lowell, Ml g S 
J L ( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 9 2 3 1 € 5 

HOURS: MON • FRI 8-7; SAT 8-5:30: SUN 9-3 S O 

BILL WHEELER 
Certified Piblic 

AcctHtait 
M I C H I G A N 

103 Riverside Dr. 

Lowell, Michigan 

W 49331 

616-897-7711 

L/Ostrander 
WINDOWS, SIDING & ROOFING INC. 

9019 W. Belding Rd. (M-44), Belding, Michigan 

Phone: (616) 794-0661 

Toll Free: (888) 750-7078 

Fax (616) 794-0105 

Email: info@ostranderinc.com 
Web; ostranderinc.com 

bloom where youVe planted 

BUY LOCAL 

LOWELL 

Love Your Hometown 

Check us out online... 

t h e l o w e l l l e d g e r . c o m 
Make us your homepage! 
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to the... 
editor 

budget concerns 

20 years. Taxes that the gen- community is on more of a complained. Yes, there was (Kudos to both.) I asked my-
eral fund will not receive. sound footing or will it be an issue about the property self - how does one control 

Will the DDA put their business as usual? line and the entire situation Mother Nature and all of the 

agenda aside and help fund Sincerely, Jim Howard is in the works of being re- To The Editor, 

the general fund until the Lowell solved by the two parties. continued, page 7 

Headlines in The Low-

ell Ledger - "City crunches 
budget numbers in a .work 
session" and "DDA ap-
proves 2011-2012 budget." 

Those two articles tell 
me that the general fund has 
a low fund balance while 
the DDA will have an end-
ing balance of $426,106 af-
ter expenditures. I believe 
there is something wrong 
with the way the city is run 
when there is no cost of liv-
ing increases calculated into 
the city budget for city em-
ployees' salaries, but the 
DDA can spend on projects 
like a new amphitheater. 

I believe there is some-
thing wrong with the way 
the city is run when it was 
noted that the DPW can't get 
ahead enough to budget for 
an equipment fluid, but the 
DDA can put the securing of 
riverbank property on their 
agenda. 

The city council has 
scheduled two public hear-
ings on the city budget. But 
what good are the public 
hearings when the needed 
funding is controlled by the 
DDA? The same DDA that 
the city council just recently 
voted to extend for another 

bad luck or bad judgment 

outdoors 
Dear Editor, 

Last Friday was Friday 
the 13th (for those of you 
who are superstitious). 

The morning arrived 
extremely early, as the dog 
woke us at 4:45 am. 1 rose 
to let her outside and as 
soon as I opened the door, 
I knew exactly why she was 
up and stirring. The out-
side was already filled with 
an orchestra of sounds and 
that music was prepared 
and provided with compli-
ments by none other than 

Mother Nature. 1 asked my-
self just how does one com-

plain about the sounds that 
she creates? How does one 

go about contacting the "old 
gal" so a complaint can be 
submitted? 

I immediately thought 
of the situation with the 
"two naughty roosters" that 
caused grief for the neigh-
bor. You printed the photo 
of the 4-H participant along 
with his rooster and the next 
week a 'letter to the edi-
tor' from the neighbor who 

Lookin 
Bac* 

By Shelly MacNaughton 

125 Years Ago 
The Lowell Journal 

May 21,1886 
Strawberries are plentiful in Lowell. 
The sad fate of Otto Denny should be a lesson to 

those boys who play on the logs in Flat river. 
More dwellings have been erected in Lowell this 

spring than any other spring in the past twenty years. 
McPherson, the bazaar man, has been acting in the 

capacity of a cyclone. The result is his old house is 
torn down and he is preparing to build a new one on 
the same lot. 

ICQ Years Ago 
The Lowell Ledger 

May 18,1911 
Frank McCormick and daughter Evelyn and 

Marguerite spent last Thursday at Lowell. 
Miss Margaret Byrne visited her sister, Mrs. Eddie 

Walsh, at Grattan Center a few days last week. 
Mr. and Mrs. Austin Byrne spent Sunday with Mr. 

and Mrs. Roy Ford in Vergennes. 
A line of Wilson Bros. $1 shirts, all colors, all sizes, 

now 79 cents. 

75 Years Ago 
The Lowell Ledger and Alto Solo 

May 14,1936 
C.H. Runciman attended in Lansing, last Friday, 

a meeting of the State Emergency Welfare Relief 
Commission of which he is now a member. Mr. 
Runciman's plan to have the Inmates of state prisons 
manufactureshoesforwelfarereliefclientshasaroused 
statewide press comment and commendations. 

50 Years Ago 
The Lowell Ledger 

May 25,1961 
Work was started this week remodeling the old 

kitchen, in the city hall, for new offices for the police 
department. 

An evening project entitled "Letter Rack," in the 
June issue of Mechanix Illustrated magazine, is a how-
to piece written by William Christiansen Jr. of 115 N. 
Division Avenue, Lowell, Michigan. Mr. Christiansen is 
a carpenter and cabinet maker and this is his second 
story to appear in the national science monthly. 

25 Years Ago 
The Grand Valley Ledger 

May 21,1986 
In January of this year Lowell High School 

administrators were becoming concerned over an 
evident increase in substance abuse related offenses 
among their students. Lowell police confirmed that 
the increase was also present in the surrounding 
community. 

In mid-January high school officials confiscated an 
amount of a substance later determined to be LSD. 
A subsequent meeting resulted in the establishment 
of a cooperative effort between school officials, Lowell 
Police Department and the Kent County Sheriff's 
Department Vice Unit. The subsequent investigation 
was aimed at determining the scope of the drug problem 
both in the high school and in the community. 

During the investigation 23 criminal counts were 
documented leading tothearrestoffourteen individuals. 
Eight adults and six juveniles were arrested in an early 
morning sweep made by Lowell Police officers on 
Thursday, May 15. 

Looking^ 
Back " 

triple play 

Ice fishing for pan fish 
has a limited following be-
cause the weather can be 
brutal, and every move in-
volves walking to anoth-
er location to drill the next 
hole. If you missed all that 
fun, then you have another 
opportunity right now. There 
is no closed season on blue-
gills, they are relatively easy 
to catch, and most inland 
lakes have a healthy panfish 
population. A triple play. 

Warmer water this time 
of year draws the gills into 
the shallows to feed and pre-
pare for the spawn. Bob-
ber fishing and casting flies 
or foam spiders attract the 
hungry fish. Wading and 
bank fishing can be pro-
ductive when the fish are in 
close. Even after the main 
school moves to deeper wa-

ter, smaller fish remain near 
the shoreline. This is a good 
time for younger children 
to get fishing experience. A 
dock or break-wall make a 
good fishing platform. Bass 
use docks as cover and can 
be found lurking around 

anytime. High drama will 
occur if a seven year old in-

advertently hooks a hefty 
largemouth on a snoopy 
pole. Neither one of you will 
ever forget the experience. 
Of course, all children must 

Dave Stegehuis 

wear a life-jacket around the 
water at all times. 

As the summer pro-
gresses bluegills seek deep-
er water and can be caught 
with jigs and live bait such 
as worms and grubs. Fish-
ing from a boat at this time 
is comfortable and provides 
mobility when it is neces-
sary to search out a concen-
tration of bluegills. A sonar 
fish-finder can add efficien-
cy to the operation. Fishing 
a foot off bottom is a good 
place to start, but fish can 
suspend at any depth so ex-
periment. 

Fish kept for dinner 
can be prepared to suit your 
taste. There are a number of 
recipes for frying or bak-
ing either the whole fish or 
fillets. A meal of panfish is 
protein packed and can be 
low-fat when prepared prop-
erly. Bluegills are at the top 
of the menu as a favorite 
freshwater fish. 

As mentioned, there is 
no closed season on blue-
gill, so there is no hurry, but 
I know 1 am eager to get out 
now that the ice is gone and 
the water gets wanner every 
day. Few good things in life 
come easy, but fishing for 
panfish during the lazy days 
of summer may be one of 

them. 

the |owell i ledger 
Letters To The Editor: 

The Lowell Ledger welcomes your Letters to 

the Editor. Letters are required to hear the authors 

signature, phone number and address (for verification 

purposes only, not for publication). Letters will be 

published at the discretion of the publisher . All letters 

are subject to editing for length and grammar. Thank 

you letters, advertising or personal attacks will not be 

printed. 

Letters may be submitted via email to: ledger@ 

ioweilbuyersguide.com ("to the Editor" in subject 

line) or dropped off or mailed to: The Lowell Ledger, 

105 N. Broadway, Lowell, Ml 49331. Also, our 

website, www.lowellbuyersguide.com has a link to 

submit emails on the left side of the page. 

http://www.kdl.org
mailto:info@ostranderinc.com
http://www.lowellbuyersguide.com
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Most popular baby names for 2011 health 
The Social Security Ad-

ministration announced the 

most popular baby names 

in Michigan for 2010. Jacob 

and Sophia topped the list. 

The top five boys and 

girls names for 2010 in 
Michigan were: 

Boys: 

1)Jacob 

2) Ethan 

3) Noah 

4) Logan 

5) Aiden 

Girls: 

1) Sophia 

2) Isabella 

3) Olivia 

4) Ava 

5) Emma 

Please join us in celebrating the 

65th Wedding Anniversary 
(May 25,2011) 

JOHN 

& 

PHYLLIS 

JONES 

With a card 
shower 

Send cards to; 
725 Bowes Rd 

Lowell, Ml 49331 

Happy Anniversary Mom & Dad! 
K^LoveJtohrhTim^To^ 

Last week the federal 

government's top official 

for baby names, Michael J. 

Astrue, Commissioner of 

Social Security, announced 

Isabella and Jacob were the 

most popular baby names in 

the U.S. How does Michi-

gan compare to the rest of 

the country? Check out So-

cial Security's website -

www.socialsecurity.gov -

to see the top baby names 

for 2010. 

While having ftin with 

baby names, don't forget 

to help someone you care 

about get an average of al-

most .$4,000 of extra help 

with Medicare prescription 

drug costs. Social Securi-

ty's website has 

the top-rated on-

line services in 

the U.S., includ-

ing extra help 

to pay Medicare 

prescription drug 

costs. Boldly Go 

to www.socialse-

curity.gov to ap-

ply for retirement, 

disability. Medicare, and so 

much more. 

In addition to each 

state's top 100 baby names. 

Social Security's website 

has a list of the 1,000 most 

popular boys' and girls' 

names for 2010 and a list of 

the top 100 names for twins 

bom in 2010. The web-

site also offers lists of baby 

names for each year since 

1880. 

To read about this year's 

winner for biggest jump in 

popularity, how pop cul-

ture (teen moms and frogs) 

affects baby names, and 

whether or not Elvis still 

lives, go to www.socialse-

curity.gov/pressoffice/pr/ba-

by-names2010-pr.html 

Coming soon, Social 

Security will introduce a 

baby names mobile applica-

tion. The Baby Name Play-

room application will pro-

vide useful information and 

promote Social Security's 

award-winning online ser-

vices at www.socialsecurity. 

gov, plus all the baby names 

info you want—from your 

iPhone. Look for the new 

playroom at Apple's App 

Store in the coming weeks. 

Check us out online... 

www.thelowellledger.com 

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 

201 N. Washington 
Lowell, Ml • 897-8800 

Pastor Wes Hershberger 
Sundays - Christian Education 9:15 a.m. 
Celebration 10:40 a.m. 
Wednesdays - Kid's Sen/ice, Teen's Service. 
Adult Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Lowell Naz - Where People Matter 

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER 
(Assembly of God) 

3050 Alden Nash S.E,* 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery 

Robert Holmes, Pastor 
SUNDAYS: 

Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m. 

"The Source" Youth: 7:00 p.m. 
Loving God... Loving People! 

ALTO UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

Kirby and Harrison 

Alto • 616-691-8011 
Worship 9:30 A.M. 
Children's Church 9:30 A.M. 

OPEN HEARTS - OPEN MINDS 
- OPEN DOORS 

Pastor Dean Bailey 

. FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

2275 West Main Street • 897-7168 
Internet; http;//www.fbclowell.org 

Rev. W. Lee Taylor & Pastor Phil Sevem 
Sun. Worship Service 9:30 A.M. & 6.00 P.M. 

-Sunday School Hour 11.00 AM 
AWANA/EXCITE -TEENS Wed. 6:15 P.M. 

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times 
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod) 

Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21 
www.goodshepherdlowell.org 

Saturday Eve Service 5:00 P.M. 

Worship Service Sunday -10:00 A.M. 

(Nursery available) 

Joseph Fremer. Pastor 8 9 7 - 8 3 0 7 
All facilities are wheelchair accessible 

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL 
897-7060 

1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml 
Morning Worship 10:00 A. M. 
Sunday School 11.20 A.M. 
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free 

SNOW UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell 
Paitor Dr. Mike Conklin 

9:45 A M Sunday School 
10:30 A.M Fellowship 
11:00 A.M Worship 

897-9863 
Nursery & Children 

Worship Programs Provided 

ft frieTuf...afamrfy,..a mission! 

ST. MARY'S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Fr. Eugene Okoli 
402 Amity St. •897-9820 

www.stmary-lowell.com 
Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 9:30 AM 

Weekday Masses: 7:45 AM 
Holy Day Masses: 9 AM & 7 PM 

Saturday confessions: 4-4:45 PM 
Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:15 AM - 8 PM 
RaiGOUS EDUCATION, CHlDfiEN TO ADULTS • CALL PETE WGGWS 897-7915 

SEE LTM CJBLE CH. M M FOR 24 HP. CAWUC MMM 

With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 
Jim Lang, 

Wayne A. Christenson ill, 
John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie 

I ' i k l o n i i i k i l u i i i i c a n c c r 

Lung cancer is one of 

the most common types of 

cancers. Most people are 

aware that smoking is the 

biggest risk factor for de-

veloping this cancer. Smok-

ing causes 90 percent of all 

lung cancers. Few people 

realize, however, that radon 

gas exposure is the leading 

cause of lung cancer in non-

smokers. 

Radon is a naturally-

occurring colorless, odor-

less gas that is formed from 

decaying uranium found 

in soil, rock and water. It 

occurs naturally in all 50 

states, including Michigan. 

Radon gas levels can be de-

tected almost everywhere. 

Levels below 4 pCi/L are 

generally considered safe. 

M 
^ i to 

^ 7 <i 

Radon levels can sometimes 

rise above this safe level 

and build up inside of hous-

es. Homes with basements 

and sump pumps are higher 

risk for radon accumulation. 

Homes that are found to 

have a higher concentration 

of radon can have a mitiga-

tion system installed to vent 

this outside. 

The U.S. Surgeon Gen-

eral* and the Environmen-

tal Protection Agency both 

recommend that all homes 

be tested for radon. A sim-

ple test kit can be purchased 

online or at any hardware 

store. To learn more about 

this topic, visit the National 

Safety Council's website at 

www.ncs.org and search ra-

don. 

rth 

MAY 18 
Ashlee Patnode, Robin 

Hewitt, Karen Patnode, 
Cody Sokolowski, 
Nola Beth Bristol, 
Karen Kennedy, Kristin 
Hufstader, Phil Dibble, 
Melissa Borton. 

MAY 19 
Helen Tetzlaff, Kathy 

(Tetziaff) Williams, James 
Young, Debbie DeHaan, 
David Main, Andrew 
Kiczenski, Ken Stager. 

MAY 20 
Christine Baird,Shanda 

Weed, Julie Beaton, Bryan 
Borton, Laura Brower. 

MAY 21 
Pat Erickson, Eric 

Ellis, Kayla Mohr, Katelyn 
Bush. 

nri 

MAY 22 
Tim Shurwood, 

Meghan Beachum, Mark 
Anderson. 

MAY 23 
Wesley Patnode, Tory 

DeBold, Patrick Ortiz, 
Anna Richmond, Glenn 
Wittenbach. 

MAY 24 
Matt McClure, Josh 

Buechler, Harry Tichelaar, 
Summer Bevan, Dylan 
Bevan. 

Save on your Auto and Home Insurance... 
If you have your personal auto and 
homeowners insurance with us, both 
policies will cost you less. Exclusively for 
Michigan drivers and homeowners... from 
Farm Bureau Insurance. 
Call now. 

Terry Abel 

6095 28th Street 
SE - Suite 4 
Grand Rapids 

616-940-8181 
www.TerryAbelAgency.com 

! I 
• FARM BUREAU 
I . INSURANCE* 

M I C H I G A N ' S I N S U R A N C E COMPANY 

W E S H I P U P S 
T h e 

Buyers Guide 

105 N. Broadway 
Lowell • 897-9555 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH OF LOWELL 
621 E. Main Street • 897-5936 

www.lowellumc.com 

WORSHIP 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 a.m. 

Rev. Rick Blunt 
' Barrier-free entrance 
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High-speed 
rail helps 
build our future 

the H'dger page? 

Michigan recently got 

a second helping of good 

news in our drive to make 

our state more competitive 

in the 21st century global 

economy. 

Transportation Secre-

tary Ray LaHood came to 

Michigan to announce that 

Michigan will receive nearly 

$200 million to bring high-

speed passenger rail service 

to the state. The money will 

help pay for track improve-

ments, more powerful loco-

motives, new passenger cars 

and other improvements 

necessary to create a safe, 

Carl Levin 

comfortable high-speed link 

between the Detroit area 

and Chicago. I was excited 

to join Secretary LaHood 

for the announcement, and 

I 'm even more excited about 

what it means for Michigan. 

The high-speed link 

will give business travelers 

and vacationers another ef-

ficient transportation option 

along a route already busy 

with auto and air traffic. It 

will connect our state with 

a growing Midwest net-

work that will move trav-

elers more affordably and 

with more energy efficiency 

than ever before. And Mich-

igan will benefit immediate-

ly from the jobs created by 

construction projects along 
the line. 

Specifically, the mon-

ey will improve rail lines 

between Kalamazoo and 

Dearborn, a key part of the 

planned high-speed net-

work. Some of the ftinding 

will also help engineer a 

new rail and bus station in 

Ann Arbor. 

There are lots of people 

who made the announce-

ment possible. Among them 

is Secretary LaHood, with 

whom Michigan's congres-

sional delegation has worked 

on high speed rail, on grow-

ing our domestic auto indus-

try and on other issues im-

portant to our state. 

Our state Department 

of Transportation did a lot 

of hard work in putting to-

gether a plan that won feder-

al approval, as did local of-

ficials along the route. 

Gov. Rick Snyder also 

helped bring this good news 

to Michigan. Our state got 
the opportunity to win this 

fiinding because officials in 

Florida turned down a simi-

lar grant. Whatever Florida's 

reasons for doing so. Gov. 

Snyder didn't turn down 

the funding and deserves 

thanks. 

Back in October, I 

wrote about another fiinding 

announcement, more than 

$160 million for the Michi-

gan-to-Chicago high-speed 

link and other rail projects 

in the state. Then, as now, I 

believe these projects are an 

important part of our eco-

nomic future. 

Creation of a high-speed 

Levin, continued, 
page 14 

colleae news 

Albion College is 

pleased to announce that 

Culver Redd graduated cum 

laude, Sigma Xi, with a de-

gree in physics and comput-

er science. Redd was one of 

just 20 students to graduate 

with Albion College Hon-

ors, signifying completion 

of the College Honors Pro-

gram and an original the-

sis. The honor of cum laude 

signifies that Redd graduat-

ed with a cumulative grade 

point average above 3.5. 

Sigma Xi recognizes out-

standing research accom-

plishment. 

Redd is the son of 

James and Marsha Redd of 

Lowell and a graduate of 

Lowell High School. 

Finanolal Focus, 
continued 

To The Editor, continued 
sounds that she causes and 

how do you control those 

parts of Mother Nature that 

we all know no human has 

control over? Or shall we 

blame God? As He is our 

Creator and He created all of 

these wonderful and beauti-

ful creatures - which are part 

of Mother Nature. 

Should I get out my 

shotgun and start eliminat-

ing all these birds that are 

making this racket? Proba-

bly not - as it would be ille-

gal first of all - but my point 

is - the birds waking up in 

the morning are nearly as 

loud as if I fired a gun. (I just 

sat in the chair and listened 

to the beauty of Mother Na-

ture at her best. (And don't 

forget - 1 too was awakened 

by the commotion.) The first 

sounds of the birds were at 

4:45 am and it was easy to 

identify the racket was from 

a robin. Then there were 

two, then three - and it was 

just outside the window 

and as clear as if the win-

dows were wide open - but 

they weren't. Then I heard 

a tufted titmouse, then sev-

eral sandhill cranes (off in 

the distance), a nuthatch and 

more robins. Then I heard 

at 5:15 am more calls of 

Mother Nature, crows and 

then the pheasants began to 

chime in and another one 

answered the first one. Soon 

there were more crows join-

ing in the chorus. Now I 

heard chickadees and even 

more robins. And before 

it was even totally light - I 

could see in the flowering 

bush a hummingbird look-

ing for breakfast. Soon the 

entire orchestra that Moth-

er Nature provided was 

playing as loud as possible 

(creshendo) - and there was 

no turning down the vol-

ume. It was as though the 

volume button had broken 

while it was turned up the 

loudest. After the orchestra 

got in full swing, even the 

sandhills began whooping it 

up louder. 

Let me remind you all 

of one thing that probably 

not too many of you gave 

any thought to. Do you re-

member this thing called 

daylight saving time? Be-

fore the human beings start-

ed messing with the clocks 

the dam birds still woke up 

when Mother Nature told 

them to. It would have been 

3:45 am prior to the change 

of daylight saving time had the time change the next time 

the clocks not been moved you want to complain about 

ahead by humans. We can't nature waking up - and if 

control when the birds chirp any of you do know how to 

- it's just one of the ways of contact Mother Nature so 

Mother Nature - and now 

we have sandhill cranes who 

are really loud and I heard a 

ringnecked pheasant crow-

we can "voice" a complaint 

- be sure to let the Ledger 

know so we can all be made 

aware. In the meantime - try 

ing, another proceeded to to sit back and enjoy - and 

answer back and soon they just a reminder - as the days 

were communicating back get longer we'll have more 

and forth. One last thing to opportunity to sit and listen 

mention - next week is a - and it's your choice - get 

full moon - so the birds will angry at the "early bird" -

really be chirping. or figure out a way to enjoy 

For those of you who and appreciate. One might 

aren't aware - it is spring and have to get a nap late in the 

spring is mating season for afternoon. 

the birds - no matter what 

kind - and the male birds are 

loud - trying to get the atten-

tion of the female birds for 

possible courtship. 

The one thing that 1 

have noticed is that the birds 

much noisier the first 

And for those of you 

who live in areas where 

there are lighted parking 

lots, etc, - the killdeer don't 

know when it is dark - and 

many times they are chirp-

ing all night. 

Be thankful that we 

thing in the morning when have the opportunity to hear 

they wake than the rest of the birds. 

the day - and once again RS. The deer hunt-

in the evening just prior to ers know what it is to hear 

sunset. Again - the ways of Mother Nature wake up! 

are 

Mother Nature. 

And this applies not 

only to wild birds, but to 

chickens, etc. 

Please don't forget about 

Lynn Seese 

Lowell 

times and bad. If you decide 

to take a "timeout" from 

investing and head to the 

sidelines during a market 

slump, you could miss out 

on the next rally. By follow-

ing these suggestions, you 

can keep moving forward 

toward two special times in 

your life: when your chil-

dren attain the higher edu-

cation that can help them 

succeed in life and when 

you can enjoy the retirement 

for which you've worked so 

hard. 

* Withdrawals used for 

expenses other than qualified 

education expenses may be 

subject to federal and state 

taxes, plus a 10 percent pen-

alty. There may be state tax 

incentives available to in-

state residents who invest in 

their home state's 529 plan. 

Student and parental assets 

and income are considered 

when applying for financial 

Hall for rent 
with kitchen 

SEATS 150 
Located 
at the 

fairgrounds 
www.kcfg.org 
Call 897-6050 

aid. Generally, a 529 plan is 

considered an asset of the 

parent, which may be an ad-

vantage over saving in the 

student's name. Make sure 

you discuss the potential fi-

nancial aid impacts with a 

financial aid professional. 

Tax issues for 529 plans can 

be complex. Please consult 

your tax advisor about your 

situation. Edward Jones, its 

financial advisors and em-

ployees cannot provide tax 

or legal advice. 
This article was written by 

Echvard Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor 

DOES Y O U R D E N T I S T PROVIDE THE CARE 

YOUR FAMILY DESERVES? 

At the Family Dentistry of Lowell, your 

family is part of our family. 

That's why we're so caring, nurturing and 

compassionate. 

We provide the dentistry and oral 

healthcare you need with TLC. 

Isn't that what you want for your family? 

Isn't that what you want from your dentist? 

ami D e n f i s f r i j o f L o w e l l 
ANN WILSON. D.D.S. JENNIFER BYRD, D.D.S. 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS - CALL: 616 -897 -4835 

147 NORTH CENTER STREET, LOWELL 

WWW.FAMILYDENTISTRYOFLOWELL.COM 

Now Featuring 
ROOF & GUTTER CLEANING 

5 u i l f o r d ' s 
SEAMLESS GUTTERS 

GUTTER PROTECTION 
METAL ROOFS • SIDING 

517-649-2344 
Mention this ad and 

receive 1 0 % o f f gutter 

LUNCH MENU 

ELEMENTARY 
MENU 
Week of 

May23,2011 

\ 

MON: Tony's pizza (Jr. 
ham & cheese sub also 
offered at Alto, Cherry 
Creek & Murray Lake), 
tossed romaine salad w/ 
Litehouse dressing, pears, 
milk. 

TUES: French toast sticks 
or cereal w/graham 
crackers, each w/cheese 
omelet, 100% orange 
juice, banana, milk. 

WED: Baked chicken 
nuggets w/dinner roll (Jr. 
turkey & cheese sub also 
offered at Alto, Cherry 
Creek & Murray Lake), 
mashed potatoes/butter, 
peaches, milk. 

THURS; Cheeseburger 

on bun (3 meat sub also 
offered at Alto, Cherry 
Creek & Murray Lake), 
salad w/Litehouse 
dressing, fruit goop w/ 
vanilla pudding, milk. 

FRI: Grilled cheese 
sandwich (rib BQ on bun 
also offered at Alto, 
Cherry Creek & Murray 
Lake), tomato soup w/ 
crackers, fresh min 
carrots, applesauce, milk. 

http://www.socialsecurity.gov
http://www.socialsecurity
http://www.thelowellledger.com
http://www.fbclowell.org
http://www.goodshepherdlowell.org
http://www.stmary-lowell.com
http://www.ncs.org
http://www.TerryAbelAgency.com
http://www.lowellumc.com
http://www.kcfg.org
http://WWW.FAMILYDENTISTRYOFLOWELL.COM
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Facility Kitchens offer commercial 
rental, share time, space and equipment 

by Emma Palova 

Facility Kitchens locat-
ed behind Bieri auto shop 
on Ottawa Street now offers 
the rental of a fully equipped 
kitchen, for commercial pur-
poses, to local entrepreneurs 
just in time for the upcom-
ing produce season. 

Facility Kitchens is 
a 2,800 square feet facil-
ity with commercial kitch-
en equipment, available for 
rent by the hour. 

Owner Janet Tiapek 
bought the concept of a 
shared use kitchen to Low-
ell from Chicago. A com-
mercial rental kitchen builds 
on synergy of all producers 
by sharing time, space and 
equipment. 

When one producer 
leaves the kitchen, it is ex-
pected to be clean enough so 
the next producer only has 
to sanitize it. 

"We must mind our 
times and spaces to prevent 
losses to other producers," 
she said. 

The facility accommo-
dates both social and profes-
sional users. The procedures 
for social production are 
simpler and there is a staff 
member on site to monitor 
the equipment use. 

There are several zones 
available for renting, the 
main zone, the center prep-
aration and packaging. The 
building has a loading and 
receiving area in the back 
and a storage area, both re-
frigerated and non-refriger-
ated. 

A clipboard with pa-
perwork tracks the times, 
zones, equipment used, and 
items purchased. 

If the product made in 
the Facility Kitchens is for 
resale, users must have De-
partment of Agriculture li-
censes. 

Currently, there are four 
licensees using the kitchen 

on regular basis. They are 
the French Baker with au-
thentic cakes, pastries, tarts 
and breads; GrandRaWpids 
Raw Chef and Consultant 
organic foods; Kissing Rock 
Kitchens and Seasoned with 
Love, offering cheese balls, 
dip mixes, chip dips and 
party balls from the 50s. 

The kitchen is equipped 
with professional Stafford 
Smith & Northwestern 
Bakery appliances. These 
include two stoves with 11 
burners, double stack con-
vection oven, 20 and 30 
quart Hobart mixers, large 

& 

Janet Tiapek stands by the professional equipment inside the Facility Kitchens. 

double sink, stainless prepa-
ration area and three section 
refrigerator. 

Janet said she picked 
Lowell because it draws peo-
ple from a 30 to 40 mile radi-
us. "It's an industrial area," 
she said. 

The industry is repre-
sented by wholesalers of 
food and farm producers. 

Janet is planning to work 
with the Lowell Fanners' 
Market and to offer Summer 
Canning 2011 for personal 

production. She offers help 
with paperwork for the Kent 
County Health Department. 

All food brought into 
the kitchen must meet health 
codes, specifically, meat 

must be USDA inspected. 
No game meat is allowed. 

For more information 
or to reserve a rental go 
to www.FacilityKitchens. 
com. 

Riverbank run, continued 
Jim Collins and Gabe Dean. 
More than 40,000 toured the 
Expo and learned about the 
Pink Arrow Project. 

Dave Shurlow show-
cased his Pink Arrow hand-
cycle bike. He finished the 

25k in 54 minutes/40 sec-
onds. More than 90 Pink 
Arrow volunteers worked 
the finish line wearing Pink 

Arrow safety vests which 
featured the mission slo-
gan "Serving our commu-
nity and inspiring others to 
serve theirs." 

In addition, registra-
tion for the 2011 Pink Ar-
row Quiver Run & Walk 
was officially launched at 
the Expo with the addition 
of a 10k course. The race 

will be held Saturday, Sept. 
10, at Lowell High School, 
11700 Vergennes Ave. Par-
ticipants can choose from a 
10K or 5K Run, 5K Walk 
and Kids Fun Run. Anyone 
interested can register at 
pinkarrowpride.org. 

c m Sept 

\ 

>1 

2784 

Quiver Race director, Beth Kaminski, finishing the 25K. She's assisted by 
volunteers, Julie Krajewski, Darci Mierendorf and Danielle Krajewski. 

Dave Shurlow showcased his Pink Arrow hand-cycle bike. 

T 
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LWC Woman of the Year, a friend to everyone 
by Emma Palova 

The Lowell Women's 
Club has named Kathy 
Horsch as Woman of the 
Year for 2010-2011 for her 
relentless volunteer work in 
the community. 

Horsch has held of-
fice in the Lowell Women's 
Club, she has sponsored se-
nior girls and she has par-

ticipated in many activities 
of the club. These includ-
ed Kids Food Basket, San-
ta Claus Girls, Parade of 
Homes and Christmas thru 
Lowell. 

"Our honored lady has 
a 1950s personality but is 
very much a woman of to-
day," said club president 
Elaine Brinkert. 

Horsch, a beautician 
and a Mary Kay consul-
tant, has owned her busi-
ness, Galaxy Signs and 
Awards. She is also ac-
tive in St. Mary's Catholic 
Church Pregnancy Center, 
the Lowell Area Chamber 
of Commerce and the Flat 
River Outreach Ministries. 

She loves to sew, cro-

chet, dance, play cards, 
swim, garden and travel. 
Husband Richard says she 
is a sudoko queen. Horsch 

comes from a military fam-
ily: Richard and both sons 
served in the military. 

Horsch has followed 
Richard through 26 moves 
in the 47 years they have 
been married. They settled 

in Lowell 14 years ago. 
Kathy and Richard had four 
children, James and wife 
June, David and wife Terry, 
Monica and husband Steve. 
Daughter Holly died as an 
infant. 

They have seven grand-
children and Horsch has 
been a foster mother to 11 
babies, giving them a good 
start in life. While living in 
Illinois, she was a nanny to 
five children. Her dog Katie 
also calls her mom. 

She treats everyone as 

special and important, like 
the time when they lived 
in Illinois and Horsch was 
the president of the St. 
Margaret-Mary Women's 
Club. Her daughter re-

0 * 

Women's Club president Elaine Brinkert presents certificate of recognition 
to Kathy Horsch as Woman of the Year. 

members visits to the el-
derly, taking treats and do-
ing their hair to make them 
feel good. 

Staying connected to 
extended family and old 
friends is important to 
Horsch. She uses her home 
as a bed and breakfast for 
the family. 

"She is friendly, com-
passionate, enthusiastic. 

generous and has a sense of 
humor," said Brinkert. 

Horsch humbly accept-
ed her award accompanied 
by many family members. 

"There are so many oth-
er deserving women," she 
said. -

Her goals include keep-
ing girls involved in the 
community and to do more 
volunteer work. 

In related business, 
the Women's Club award-
ed SI,950 in grants to local 
organizations: St. Mary's 
Pregnancy Center, Flat 
River Outreach Ministries, 
Lowell Area Historical Mu-
seum and YMCA. 

Jan Thompson takes 
over as the new president of 
the club. 

Lowell Women's Club scholarship winners are, 
left to right: Rebecca Lorentz, Ellie Fitzpatrick, 
Maggie Lancaster, Anna Scudder, Alyssa Kargl, 
Bryleigh Loughlin, and Brynlee Pomper. Missing 
is: Hannah VanderHorst. 

business 

Sue Majinska promoted 
to assistant branch manager 

Huntington Bank has 
announced the promotion 
of Sue Majinska to assistant 
branch manager at the Low-
ell Westown branch. 

Majinksa earned her 
Business/Marketing Man-
agement degree from North-
wood University. She is in-
volved with the Lowell Boy 
Scouts, Flat River Outreach 
Ministries and the St. Mary's 
Parish Finance Committee. 

Sue resides in Lowell 
with her husband George 
and their children, Matthew, 
Catherine and Maxwell. 

''fU/L'JL3 
PONTOON BOATS 

Sue Majinska 

FAXING 
Sending or Receiving 

$1 or 1st sheet, 
500 each additional sheet 

The Lowell Ledger 
105 N. Broadway • P.O. Box 128 • 897-9261 

364-9431 or 897-4116 
Kool Murray Lake 

KOOIl GHElfROIiETf& 

HURMWIlARE MARINA 
Thurs. 9:00 - 8:00 • Fri. 9:00 - 6:00 • Sat. 9:00 - 3:00 
Come See Us in Lowe///1 HUGE SELECTION! 

1 2 5 0 W . M A I N S T R E E T | h b c « T P m E n n i A E O I 

At the former Thomet/Good Chevrolet Dealership! JlUnkAT SALE PRIGES! 

• New Chevrolets • GM Pre-Owned • Tahoe Pontoons 
SPECIAL RATES • HUGE SAVINGS! 

http://www.FacilityKitchens
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On Sports 
With Shane Beach 

Each week, Shane Beach will 
visit Lowell High School athletes 
to find out a bit more about each 
one and get a closer look at the 
kids we're all so proud of in the 
community. 

What is it about baseball that makes it special? 
Being out with friends and playing as a team. The love of the game. It's warm 

(most of time) and hitting a baseball itself is special. 

How is the season going thus far? 
The team started slow but we're catching on. We're doing good and more things 

are coming into focus. Personally, I'm doing okay but making more errors than I want 
to. I've been playing second base. Transitioning to second has been a little tough, but 
it's still just fielding a grounder no matter where you are on the field. All will be fine. 

What are your biggest strengths on the ball field? 
My biggest are probably either the ability to think on the field or knowing what to 

do. I'd like to think I'm a good leader. 

Describe the most exciting moment you've ever had in baseball 
It came recently, this past week, I hit my first home run 

over the fence vs. East GR at East GR. 

What are some of the things coach Miller stresses to all his players? 
Mental toughness, high focus, play as team and play together. 

What do you say to people that think hitting a baseball is easy? 
It's a lot tougher than it looks and takes a lot of practice to succeed. 

What MLB (Major League Baseball) player 
do you most resemble and why? 

Placido Polanco because he does so many things well, including kind 
of like being a coach on the field. He could play me in a movie. 

T h i s W e e k - S a / y ? S t e e d 

Lowel l Vars i ty Baseba l l 

Favorite food? 
Cereals. I eat Rice Chex about three to five times a week. 

Do you think MLB players'salaries are out of control? 
No, 1 think if the MLB can afford to pay, then the players should get it. 
If they can't, then they have to start reducing pay. People want to be entertained. 

Albert Pujols or Miguel Cabrera? Why? 
Albert Pujols. He's been in the league longer, been more consistent, plus he's not 

been in and out of trouble the last couple of years or at any point in his career, like 
Cabrera. 

Do you think pitchers have a leg up on hitters 
now that the steroid era seems to be under control? 

I'd say pitchers have more control than they used to 
but are still very even, more now than ever. 

Would you rather see a no hitter or a 
record number of home runs in a game? 

No hitter because they are rarer. 

What should our community know 
about the Lowell baseball program? 

That we have a lot of good guys, we play together and the second half (of the 
season) should be a lot of fun to watch. We are looking forward to seeing people out to 
games. We have a good pitching staff and hit the ball. 

Mom, dad, brothers, sisters, or pets? 
Dad, Doug; mom, Roxanne; older brother, Steve; younger brother, 
Dave; and sister, Aubreigh. I also have a pet dog name Callie. 

Anything else? 
I said it ail, I think. I am headed to Central Michigan next fall. I'm going to 

play some intramural sports and I'm going to study accounting, for now. 

WE OFFER 
SO MANY 
SERVICES! 

ALL UNDER 
1 ROOF! 

COPIES 
Black & White 

15c per copy or 
10c per copy 

if more than 10 of same page 

Color Copies 

S V i x l l size paper....95c each 

11x17 size paper....$1,25 each 
discounts for 10 or more of same page 

FAXING 
Sending or 
Receiving 

$1 tor 1st sheet, 50c 
each additional sheet 

LAMINATING 
Next Day Service 

50c for cards 
$1 for 8 1/2 x 11 

$3 for 11x17 

TTic L o w e l l L e d g e r 
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Boys' track improves in conference meet 

Am luitn Uut 11*9 

105 N. Broadway 
Lowell 

616-897-9261 

by Shane Beach 

The boys' track team 
totaled 79 total points in the 
conference track meet this 
past Friday in Greenville. 
This total was 39 points 
more than last year's finish 
in fourth place, ahead of 
Grand Rapids Creston and 
Grand Rapids Northview. 

Matt Kyllonen in the 
200-meter, came in sixth 

with a time of 23.44 and 
second in the 400-meter 
with 52.15. 

Bryce Hrusovsky came 
in second in the 100-meter 
hurdles with a time of 16.64 
and seventh in the 300-meter 
hurdles with 45.23. 

Robert Becker came in 
eighth in the 400-meter with 
a 55.64. 

Jacob Khodl was tenth 

in the 400-meter with a 
56.45; Sean Khodl was 
seventh in the 800-meter 
with a 2:06.63; Zach Rose 
was a close ninth in the 300-
meter hurdles with a time 
of 45.63; and Liam Kelley 
had a 48.4 in the 300-meter 
hurdles. 

In the 800-meter relay, 
Kyllonen, Watson, Meyer 
and Brower, had their best 

time, all year, of 135.59 and 
came in third. 

Ben Partridge has a 
posted result in the mile at 
4:59, Martin Brubaker in 
the 3200-meter run at 10:47 
and John Mark in the 3200-
meter at 11:12. 

The 400-meter relay 
team of Bryce Hrusovsky, 
Leighton Watson, Matt 
Kyllonen, and Robby Coffey 

- made all conference. 

"They are really starting 
to see some of their hard 
work pay off," coach Sara 
Ellis stated. "And I believe 
they are excited about how 
much better they are than 
last year. They're the same 
kids, but now they have 
that glimmer of a winning 
attitude." 

tetiMgnSiMMiTiiliiil 

Keep yourself informed! 
As low as $22 per year for Lowell 

t h e l o w e l l •owe i i i ledger 
105 n. broadway • 897-9261 

WE ACCEPT 

Phone Orders 
Welcome 

Lowell Ledger 
897-9261 
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- LACROSSE 

Lowell boys' lacrosse nets first conference championship 
by Shane Beach 

For the first time the 
Lowell High School varsity 

lacrosse team has won the 
tier 2 Ottawa-Kent confer-

ence title. 
Last Friday night, Low-

ell upended Holland Chris-
tian for the second time in 
two weeks. The Red Ar-
rows won an exciting game 
in overtime in their previous 
meeting. This game was 

much different as Lowell 
struck for four goals in the 
a first two minutes, vaulting 
them to 8-1 after the first 
quarter. They never looked 

back, pounding Holland 
Christian 22-14. 

Led by head coach Eric 
Bredin, the Lowell varsity 
team of 29 juniors and se-

niors, including three pairs 
of brothers, has worked 

very hard to get to this con-
ference championship and 
an 11-2 record. 

Entering the quarter fi-
nals with eight wins and 

two losses, Lowell defeat-
ed Grand Haven, 18-11, 
on May 11. Two days later, 
the Red Arrows beat Grand 
Rapids Catholic Central, 15-

13, in the semi-final game 
and then, on May 13, they 

won their final playoff over 
Holland Christian. 

Lowell's coach Bredin 
and the players' parents take 
pride in cultivating a team 
culture of fair play and pro-
fessional attitude. This was 
evidenced in a statement by 
an opposing team's coach 
calling the Red Arrows a 
'class act.' 

Lowell vs Holland Christian 
OK conference tier 2 
tournament scores: 

Lowell goals: Bitterman 9, Collins 4, Martin 3, Post-
humus 3, Foley 1, Zuk 1, McCarrey 1 

Holland Christian goals: Heidenreich 6, Zoerhof 3, 
Wiersma 2, Miedema 1 

• 

- SOCCER 

Girls' varsity soccer tied for first in conference 
The Red Arrow girls' 

varsity soccer team is cur-
rently tied for first place, in 
the conference, with East 
Grand Rapids. The Arrows 
tied EGR 0-0 in double 
overtime. They meet the 
Pioneers again Wednesday, 
May 18, 6:45 pm, at Bob 
Perry Stadium. 

The team's overall re-
cord is 9-2-1. They were de-
feated by Grandville in an 
early season nonconference 
match, 0-3, and lost to For-
est Hills Central, 1-2, with 

- BASEBALL 

a goal from Caitlin Fitzpat-
rick. 

In their previous games, 
the Arrows defeated Wyo-

ming Park, 4-1, with three 
scores coming from Mi-
chelle Foote. Claire Hop-
kins, Stephanie Stevens and 

C. Fitzpatrick contributed 
with one each. 

They hosted Creston 
and won, 8-0, with goals 
from Megan Montgomery, 
MacKenzie VanderWarf, 
Taylor VanderHorst, Han-
nah Fitzpatrick, Taryn En-

dres, Alyssa Kargl, Brittany 
Martin, and Hopkins. 

The Arrows traveled to 
Grand Rapids Christian and 
came away with a 2-1 vic-
tory. Foote scored with an 
assist from Jordan Timmer. 
Timmer scored with an as-
sist from Stevens. "The girls 
played great in the first half 
after going down 1-0, but 
came back strong and domi-
nated the rest of the first to 
come up to 2-1. The sec-
ond half was a battle and 

the defense stayed strong 
to earn us the victory with a 
great last minute save from 
keeper Sarah Kramer," said 
coach Dan Ebbutt. 

The Arrows beat 
Fruitport, 2-1, with both 
goals from C. Fitzpatrick. 
They defeated Northview, 
3-1, with scores from Ste-

vens, C. Fitzpatrick and 
Timmer. They traveled to 
Greenville and won, 1-0, 
with a goal from C. Fitzpat-
rick. 

The girls took on non-
conference Reeths Puffer 
and tied, 1-1, with a score 
from Timmer. Also, a non-
conference game with Ce-

dar Springs gave the Ar-
rows another win, 4-1, with 
two goals from Stevens and 
one each from Timmer and 
C. Fitzpatrick. 

The skilled defensive 
players consist of Courtney 
Schmidt, Erica Walendzik, 
Melissa Southwell, Brooke 
Curtis, and Skylar Bowne. 

Red Arrow baseball team 
sweeps three vs. Northview 
by Shane Beach 

The bats are starting to 
come around for coach Mill-
er's team as they pounded 

out 13 hits in a 10-3 route 
of Northville, finishing the 
recent three game sweep of 
the Wildcats. 

With the win, the Red 
Arrows' baseball team im-
proved to 8-4 in conference 

and pulled to .500 (12-12 
overall) for the first time 
this season. 

After a bring down in 
the nightcap, 0-2 to North-
view, Lowell scored three 
runs in the second. J.P. 
North led off with a single. 
Matt Houston ran for him, 
stole second and worked his 
way to third. Titan Ander-
son walked and then a dou-
ble steal by the Red Arrows 
led to their first run. 

Luke Bigham reached 
base and Jordan Drake 
knocked in a couple in the 

second inning. 
In the third. North got 

another hit and Travis Gor-
don singled in North. 

The Wildcats got one 
back in the fourth, but the 
Arrows struck again as Luke 
Bigham started off the in-
ning with a single and was 

driven in by Elliot Drain. 
The Red Arrows blew 

it open in the sixth as Drake 
and Steed singled. Drain 

got hit by a pitch and North 
drove in two with another 
single. 

Anderson followed up 
with a double and was driv-
en home by fellow sopho-

more Zach Huver. 
Final Score: Lowell 10/ 

Northview 3. Jake Boelens 
picked up the victory on the 

mound. 
After the games, coach 

Miller had this to say, "The 
team is still playing sound. 
The biggest difference is we 
are starting to work to fa-
vorable counts with guys in 
scoring position. This has 
resulted in key hits. We have 
lost seven games by one 
run. Now that we are getting 

some key hits, especially out 
of the seven, eight and nine 
spots, we are seeing a differ-

ence in the scoreboard." 
Miller is excited by the 

many things he is starting 
to see and also adds, "We 
have players with talent and 
a lot of young players con-
tributing, this year, who our 
coaching staff have been 
working really hard with to 
help them make the big ad-
justment from JV to varsity 

baseball." 
4tI couldn't be more 

proud of this group of guys. 
They are working hard [and] 
doing what is asked of them 
to play team baseball," Mill-
er added. 

• ' _ u y T ' r -

R E G , S T f ? A T i n ^ 
Register early... after July 1 the price 

will begin to gradually increase. 

FLAG & YOUTH FOOTBALL 
and 

8 t h G R A D E F O O T B A L L ^ mj 

See our website for all the details, prices & FAQs at: 
www.lowellyouthfootball.com 

Online registration begins 
May 20 for returning players at 
www.lowellyouthfootball.com 

WALK-IN REGISTRATION 
Wednesday, June 8 • 6-7 PM 

& 
Wednesday, June 15 • 8-10 AM 

at Lowell High School 
Financial assistance available upon request 

All new 

players must 

bring a copy 

of Birth 

Certificate 

for birth date 

verification. 

We will NOT 

need to retain 

a copy; we just 

need to see it. 

You must 

know your 

player's 

clothed weight 

for registration 

http://www.lowellyouthfootball.com
http://www.lowellyouthfootball.com
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MCKELLAR 
Harold Floyd McKellar, aged 85, of Grand Rapids, 

went to be with the Lord on Tuesday, May 10, 2011. 
He was preceded in death by his loving wife. Alma; 
son, Timothy; and 
grandson, Billy. 
He is survived by 
his nine children, 
Pam (Hank) Ross, 
Dann (Jann) 
McKellar, Nancy 
(Robert) Lyon, 
Lillian (John) 
Bryant, Cherryl 
(Jim) Lilley, 
Catherine (Gary) 
Acker, Elenora 
Launiere, Darlene 
(Harry)Chichester, 
and Cori (Todd) 
Runnels; several 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
and great-
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 
sisters, Ruth 
Curtiss and Nettie Boogaart; brothers, Larry McKellar, 
Art (Katie) McKellar, and David (Kathy) McKellar; 
several nieces, nephews and cousins. He enjoyed 
spending afternoons on the golf course and visiting 
friends at the Vet's home. Harold served his country 
in the United States Navy during World War II. Harold 
was a wonderful and loving husband, father and 
grandfather who will be missed by all who knew him. 
Memorial contributions are suggested to the Kidney 
Foundation. A memorial service was held at Comfort 
Inn on Saturday. 
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OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday: 

8 am - 5 pm 
Friday: 8 am - 2 pm 
Closed Sat. & Sun. 

A-1 MOBILE ROOF-OVER SYSTEMS 

• White enameled aluminum stops any and all leaks for the full 
life of your mobile - GUARANTEED! 

• Thick layer of foam insulation drastically reduces winter heating 
by 35% or more - GUARANTEED! 

• Overhang at eaves eliminates stains and 
streaking. No more coating and caulking. 

START TO FINISH 
We MANUFACTURE Your Roof • We INSTALL Your Roof 

12x60 $ 2 , 9 8 0 I f l E i r i U M i l 14x70 $ 3 , 9 8 0 
GET YOUR FREE ESTIMATE TODAY! BANK FINANCING AVAILABLEI ^ 

1-800-872-2089 A C C E P T E D 

SPECIAL COUPON 

200 OFFK- f 

Brenda Lynn (Ebels) Peterson, age 47, of Lowell, 
formerly of Holland, went to be with her Lord May, 
9, 2011. She was preceded in death by her nephew, 
Michael Ebels. Brenda was a wonderful wife, mother 
and daughter, 
who loved the 
Lord, her family 
and community. 
She is survived 
by her husband 
of 20 years, 
Dave; children, 
Ben and Liam; 
parents, Don 
and Nancy Ebels 
of West Olive; 
brothers, Terry 
(Lisa) Ebels, 
Tim Ebels, Dean 
(Linda) Ebels; 
three nieces, 
a nephew and 
a great niece; 
parents-in-law, 
Wayne and Sharon Peterson; brother-in-law, Bruce 
Peterson; niece-in-law, Hannah Peterson; many aunts, 
uncles and cousins. She loved her 25 years of work 
at the Helen DeVos Children's Hospital neonatal unit. 
Funeral service was held Friday at Impact Wesleyan 
Church. Pastor Phil Struckmeyer officiating. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Impact 
Wesleyan Church, 1069 Lincoln Lake, Lowell. 
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for retirement or disability. 

When you die, certain 

members of your family 

may be eligible for survi-

vors benefits. These include 

widows, widowers (and di-

vorced widows and widow-

O m ' P ' - i f ,, 

r u i i ' i B ' , " 

BUYERS 
GUIDE 

105 N. Broadway 

897-9555 

We want 

Family 
Doctor. 

t 

ANIMAL HOSPITAL OF 

Sick or Injured Auinuils Seen Siimt I X i ) 
Eraiintjs t* Saturday I lours Availahlc 
Early Drop-ojfs House Calls 

• 2 1 -Hour Emergency Service 
• Science Diet Pet Foods 

Boarding & Grooming 

0 
1 

Dt Bfv« Lm ôis, O.V.M. 

* 

<1 
Call 897-8484 
11610 Eosl Fulton Street • Lowell, Mkhigon 

LOWELL 

DRAFT SYNOPSIS 
OF THE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
LOWELL CITY COUNCIL 
MONDAY, MAY 16, 2011 

Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Motion to approve the regular minutes of the May 

2,2011 meeting as presented. 

Motion to approve the accounts payables as pre-

sented. 

Motion to approve the request from Dorla West 

to use City owned property located at the south-

west corner of Front and South Jackson for a plant 

swap on Friday, June 17, 2011 from 9 a.m. to 12 

noon. 

Motion to approve the amendment to Section 6 of 

the City Manager Employment Agreement with 

Mark A. Howe. 

Motion to approve the resolution approving and 

authorizing execution of City Manager Employ-

ment Agreement with Mark A. Howe. 

Motion to approve the recommendations from the 

LCTV Endowment Fund Board regarding grant 

applications. 

Motion to award contract to the low bid of 

$202,955.98 from CL Trucking for the North 

Center Street reconstruction project. 

Motion to approve the request from Donald Green 

to operate boat ride concessions on the Flat Riv-

er. 

Motion to approve the purchase of video camera 

and equipment not to exceed $1,200. 

Motion to adjourn at 8:25 p.m. The next regularly 

scheduled meeting will be Monday, June 6,2011. 

Complete minutes will be available after approved 

on June 6, 2011 on the City's web page at www. 

ci.lowell.mi.us or at City Hall. 

Betty R. Morlock 

City Clerk 

Social Security survivor 
benefits explained 

The loss of a loved one e r s ^ children, and even de-

can be painflil. The death of pen(jent parents. In many 

a wage-earner upon whom a c a s e s j there also is a one-

family depends also can be lump-sum payment of 

financially devastating. $255 that can be made to a 

If you're like most surviving spouse or minor 

young or middle-aged work- children who meet certain 

ers, you probably think of requirements. 

Social Security only as a re- jf yQU a r e a survivor, 

tirement program. But some y o u should apply for survi-

of the Social Security taxes v o r s benefit right away. To 

you pay go toward provid- m a k e a n appointment with 

ing survivors insurance for t h e |0cal Social Security of-

workers and their families. fice? c a i | 1-800-772-1213 

Think of it as a life insur- ( T T y : 1-800-325-0778). 

ance policy you never knew T o help prepare you, 

you had paid for by the here is the information we 
same taxes that cover you w j | | n e e j . 

• Proof of death — either 

from a funeral home or 

a death certificate; 

• Your Social Security 

number, as well as the 

deceased worker's; 

• Your birth certificate; 

• Your marriage certifi-

cate, if you are a widow 

or widower; 

• Your divorce papers, if 

you are applying as a 

divorced widow or wid-

ower; 

• Dependent children's 

Social Security num-

bers, if available, and 

birth certificates; 

• Deceased worker !s W-2 

forms or Federal self-, 

employment tax return 

for the most recent year; 

and 

• The name of your bank 

and your account num-

ber so your benefits can 

be deposited directly 

into your account. 

Voncia VanTil is the pub-

lic affairs specialist for West 

Michigan. You can write her 

c/o Social Security Admin-

istration, 50 College SE, 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 or 

via email at vonda. vantil@ 
ssa.gov 

Read, every 
day, something 

no one else 
is reading. 

Think, every 
day, something 

no one else is 
thinking. Do, 

every day, 
something no 

one else would 
be silly enough 
to do. It is bad 
for the mind to 
be always part 
of unanimity. 
- Christopher Morley 
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office hours: 
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. 

Fri. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
closed Sat. & Sun. 
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classifieds 
for sale 

POTTED TREES - Maple, 
Spruce & Pine, $10 & up. 
616-761-7588. 

2007 FLEETWOOD POP-
UP CAMPER - Electric lid 
rise, 2 queen beds, sleeps 
7-8, stove, refrigerator, grill. 
$7,000. Ph. 897-7548. 

BOB'S 14TH ANNUAL 
BIRDHOUSE SALE - nice 
selection of bluebird, wren 
& bat houses; also feeders. 
All cedar, solid construc-
tion, best prices around. 
Bob's Birdhouses, 12279 
60th St., Alto. 868-6633. 

SPRINT -HTC EVO'and 
new covers! Tech on staff. 
Located next to Subway. 
Mention this ad and receive 
25% off accessories this 
week! Men - Fri, 9 a.m. - 7 
p.m.. Sat, 10 a.m. -5 p.m., 
Sun, 12 p.m. - 5 p.m. 616-
365-5760. 

FREE HEAT-'Classic Out-
door Wood Furnace from 
Central Boiler. Call SOS 
your "Stocking Dealer" 
Dutton, Ml 616-554-8669 
or 616-915-5061. 

Q U EE N PI L L O W TOP 
MATTRESS SET - (new), 
$248/set. Thick & plush. 
Hammond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. 

BED & MATTRESS SET-
queen, Sealy $95 includes 
frame. Hammond Whole-
sale, 320 W. Main, Carson 
City, 989-584-1600. De-
livery available. 

200 APPLIANCES-Wash-
ers, dryers, refrigerators & 
stoves. Guaranteed. From 
$69. Hammond Wholesale, 
320 W. Main, Carson City, 
989-584-1600. Delivery 
available. 

TWIN BED - Mattress, box 
spring & frame, (Sealy), 
$85 complete. Hammond 
Wholesale, 320 W. Main 
St., Carson City, 989-584-
1600. 

LOGBED SET - Cedar 
(complete), $125. Ham-
mond Wholesale, 320 
W. Main St., Carson City, 
989-584-1600. Delivery 
available. 

TWO'ROW CORN PLANT-
ER - 3 pt. hitch. 616-676-
2546. $350. 

DEWALT TABLE SAW 
- $250 obo; Porter Cable 
compound chop saw, $150 
obo. Craig, 616-970-6479 
or 868-6421. 

USED'FORMAL WOOD 
DINING ROOM TABLE-& 
6 new chairs, $400 obo. Call 
897-8964. 

for rent 
ROOMMATE WANTED -
$300 a month, everything 
included. 897-7090 or 
206-8864. 

HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.vfw8303.org. Call 
John at 299-0486 or 897-
8303.TFN 

sales help wanted services services 

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900 • TFN 

LOWELL MOBILE HOME 
PARK - Under new man-
agement. Nice 1, 2 & 3 
bedroom trailers for rent. 
Rent from $350 - $550. For 
info call George at 616-754-
0276 or 616-813-8041.tfn 

misc. 
BLUEGRASS MUSIC 
FESTIVAL - May 20 
- 22, Fairgrounds 
in Lowell. Bands, 
camping, family fun. 
Barn sale, silent auc-
tion. 

MOVING SALE - Kirby & 
Electrolux vacuums, exer-
cise machine, dishes, fur-
niture, leaf blower & misc. 
Fri, May 20, 9-5 & Sat, 
May 21, 9-noon. 10352 
76th St. Alto. 

GARAGE SALE - Thiirs. 
& Fri, May 19 & 20, 8:30 
- 4 p.m, 7256 Portland Rd, 
Saranac. 

LIU RED BARN SALE 
- We've chosen a wonder-
ful collection of antiques, 
shabby chic items & spring 
things to decorate your 
home & garden. Fri, May 
20,9-6 p.m. & Sat, May 21, 
9-3 p.m. 12795 Burroughs 
NE, 2 miles N. of Lowell, 
off Lincoln Lake Rd. 

NEiGHBORHOOD SALES 
- Wildwood Est/Jonathon 
Wds, west off Buttrick btw 
BoltS 28th. Fri, May 20,9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. & Sat, May 
21,9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wooden 
swing set, Nordic Trac, 
twinbeds, sm. appliances, 
artwork, furniture, bikes, 
TV's, air hockey tables, kids 
& adult clothes, household 
goods, sports equip, & 
Christmas decorations. 

PART-TIME INDUSTRIAL 
FLOOR COATING COM-
PANY - $13/hour. If in-
terested please contact, 
616-291-3706 or email: 
mbw_wis@yahoo.com 

in 

lost 
LOST - white tri-colored 
male beagle mix. Peck 
Lake - Hatch Hollow area. 
Answers to Shiloh. Call 
616-293-4163. Reward. 

wanted 
WANTED - older fuel oil or 
diesel with or without tank. 
Please call 897-6892. 

card of 
thanks 

THE FAMILY OF 
STEVEN BALCOM 

extends its appreciation 
to all who sent cards and 
flowers on behalf of Steven 
during our time of grief. 
To Joyce Starkweather 
and the Ladies of the First 
United Church for their 
wonderful luncheon, Roth 
Gerst Funeral Home and 
staff for help in planning the 
service. We also extend a 
special thanks to Rev. Rick 
Blunt of First United Meth-
odist Church of Lowell for 
his inspirational message. 

I WOULD LIKE 
TO EXPRESS 

my sincere thanks for all of 
the cards, flowers, memo-
rial contributions and for 
the food that was given to 
us after the passing of my 
husband Timothy J. Self. It 
was especially heartwarm-
ing to see so many people 
at the visitations and at 
the funeral. Thank you Fa-
ther Mark Peacock for the 
beautiful service and to St. 
Patrick's for the wonderful 
lunch. Thank you to King 
Milling, it was comforting to 
see everyone there at the 
mill on the night of March 
17, I will always remem-
ber the compassion you 
showed, I sincerely appre-
ciate everything and to the 
Lowell Police and Lowell 
Fire Dept. Thank you. 

Dawn Seif & family 

BARN SALE/SILENT 
AUCTION • May 20-
21 at Bluegrass Mu-
sic Festival, Lowell 
Fairgrounds. 

MULTI-FAMILY SALE -
May 19 & 20, 9-6 p.m. & 
May 21, 8-12 p.m. 3755 
Alden Nash SE, Lowell. 
Various antiques, brass 
bed & household items. 
Zabala DBL 10 gauge, 2 
Winchester Comm. guns, 
girls clothes, 0-24. 

RELAY FOR LIFE BhAN-
NUAL SPRING GARAGE 
SALE - May 19 & 20,8 a.m. 
-5 p.m. 430 N.Washington, 
Lowell. Furniture, children 
thru adult clothes, house-
hold treasures & holiday 
items, lots of books! 

GARAGE SALE - Fri, May 
20,9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. & Sat, 
May 21, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
5468 Morse Lake Ave, Alto. 
Baby clothes, girls/boys 
clothes, baby swings, toys, 
tools, table saw & much 
more. etc. 

GARAGE SALE-Sat, May 
21, 9 a.m., 541 Forstrom 
Dr. Window A/C, hunting 
ladder stand, dog kennel, 
& free item table. 

help wanted 
HELP WANTED - Dairy 
Farm. Full-time to milk 
cows & general farm labor. 
Applicant should have ex-
perience around animals. 
Must have good work 
ethics, with references. 
Lowell area. Call Tom at 
616-446-2670. 

SUMMER BABYSITTER 
- Part-time babysitter (must 
be over 18 yrs old) needed 
for 2 children in my Lowell 
home over the summer. 
Starting Fri, June 10. Every 
other week Mon. - Fri, 8 
- 4 p.m. Call Tess at 616-
318-0859. 

memoriam 
MEMORIAL for 

Richard C. Beach 
Aug. 23,1960-
May 23,1982 

Gone yet not forgotten, 
Although we are apart. 
Your spirit lives within us. 
Forever in our hearts. 

The Beach Family 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
OF OUR PRECIOUS 

MOTHER 
Edeltraud (Trudy) Maria 

Yelter, 
August 19,1936 to 

May 13, 2010. 
It's been one year since 
you've been gone. 
We have had sadness in 
our hearts. 
Our eyes have cried many 
tears. 
We hold onto all the memo-
ries that we've made. 
You will always live on in 
each one of us. 

Love from your children, 
John, Mary, Robert, Joe & 

Monica, & their families 

LAWN MAINTENANCE 
- Dethatching, mowing, 
cleanup, fertilizing and roto-
tilling. Servicing NE Grand 
Rapids, Lowell and Ada 
area. Call for free estimate 
616-328-9558. 

TAXES, PAYROLL , 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
- by certified Ouickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
6351 .TFN 

NEED A DUMP-
STER? - 14 to 20 
yards available. Ga-
rage, attic, house-
hold cleanup, roof-
ing, trash, junk etc. 
Dependable service 
& affordable prices. 
Mention this ad & 
receive 10% off. Call 
for free estimates. 
Contact Doug 616-
295-6640. i TFN 

KOETJE HORSESHOE-
ING-616-374-3286. 

PROFESS ION AL TFi EE 
CLIMBER NEEDS WORK 
- Fully insured. Remov-
als, trims, chipping, stump 
grinding. Call Dan for 
free estimate at 616-970-
3832. 

YOUR CHILD STRUG-
GLING IN SCHOOL? -
T utoring/Academic Mentor-
ing. Educational programs 
at The Hammock. Call 
616-893-5661, mention ad 
& receive 10% off. www. 
hammocklearning.com 

WATSON'S HANDYMAN 
SERVICE - Decks, Doors, 
Drywall Repair, Misc. Re-
pairs. Small jobs welcome. 
As always 10% senior 
citizen discount. Call Steve 
897-6906. 

GEE'S ROLLING bUMP-
STERS -15 yard. $170 for 
household trash or $250 
for shingles/drywall. 616-
205-6871. 

HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
31 98.TFN 

LEGAL SERVICES Save 
the cost of gas & don't travel 
out of town to receive high 
quality legal services. We 
are your local legal con-
nection. Mention this ad & 
receive a $50 credit toward 
exemplary legal services. 
Davis Legal Advocates 
897-7010. 

COMPUTER REHAB-
$65 all repairs-Virus 
& Spyware removal. 
No diagnostic fees! 
Mon. - Sat., 505-B 
West Main, Lowell. 
987-1155, www.com-
puterRehab.ws 

BRICK - BLOCK - STONE 
- Chimney repair & concrete 
work. Call 897-0698 ask 
for Darryl. 

()mimunity (Calendar 
PLEASE NOTE -Coming Events RHYME TIME MUSIC & MOVE- ALPHA WOMEN'S CENTER -
are for non-profit organizations. MENT - Fridays, thru May 27, 2251 W. Main. Hours; Mon. 11-5 
If you are charging admission 11 a.m. Move & groove together p.m.; lues. 6-9 p.m.; Thurs. 10-6 
for an event - it is considered an with action rhymes, songs, games p.m. 987-9533. Diapers, formula, 
advertisement. Coming events & hands-on musical activities clothing & free pregnancy testing 
are ran on a space available basis that will help children develop available. 
& ARE NOT GUARANTEED TO motor, listening & literacy skills. 
RUN. If you would like to make For children ages 6 & under with LOWELLSHOWBOATGARDEN 
sure your event is placed in the a caregiver. Englehardt Branch C L U B - meets the 3rd Monday in 
paper, please call our office & Library, 200 N.Monroe St., Lowell. t h e C h u r c h o f t h e Nazarene Fel-
place it as a classified ad. We 616-784-2007. lowship Hall, 211 N. Washington 
will not run ANY Garage or Rum St. at 6;30 p.m. 
mage Sales as a coming event. GILDA'SCLUBLOWELLCLUB- i 
All Coming Events or changes HOUSE KNITTING - May 24, ® 0 Y , S C ° ^ T J R 0 ° P 1 0 2 " ^ 
to coming events should be sub- 6-7:15p.m. Instructicnaiknittlng Monday, 7-8.30 p,nTduring school 

mltted by fax: 897-4809 , email: class on the 19th with Cathie ^ i n . . ,Sc°,u t p a b l " ^ 
classifiedsOlowellbuyersguide. Ftichter open knitting time on the 0 1 N ' Washington St. Ages 11 
com, by mail: PO Box 128, Lowell, 26th. Bring your projects. 314 S. and up or completing 5th grade. 
Ml 49331 or in person- 105 N Hudson, Lowell. For more info call Call Scoutmaster Randy Jesberg 
Broadway, Lowell. 897-8600. at 897-4569 or Del Rockwell at 

o y / - b o i 4 . 

BLUEGRASS MUSIC FESTIVAL LOWELL AREA ARTS COUNCIL n . . „ 
-May 20-22 at the Fairgrounds in GALLERY HOURS - lues.-Fr i . , ? ^ L , » U S S E

r
N S , B > Y 

Lowell. Concerts in the Foreman 10-6p.m.;Sat., 1-4p.m.:Monday every Tuesday 
Building. Campground jamming, by appt.; 149 S. Hudson. Visit at Key Heights Mobile Home Park 
instrument workshops, slow www.lowellartscouncil.org or call Community Building. Weigh-ins 

jams, songwriter's contest, kids 897-8545. a t 5 4 5 P-m-

activities. Camping available. LOWELL AREA HISTORICAL CUB SCOUT PACK 3188-meets 
Details at www.wmbma.org or l u w c l l mmcm ma iumvsML t . .QoHow ot c on o* 
rail 897-6220 MUSEUM-openTuesday, Satur- e v e r y Tuesday at 6.30 p.m. at 

day & Sunday;1 -4 p.m. ;Thursday: ^' rs^ United Methodist Church, 

BLOOD DRIVE - Fri., June 3, 8 1-8 p.m. Families; $10; individual 6 2 1 E- M a ' n -

a m -1 p.m. at Lowell High School $3, ages 5^17 $1.50: members L E T , S ' T A L K ! V 'come meet & 

in he aux gym. The public is free. 897-7688. have a cup of coffee with your city 
welcome. This event will benefit 
the West Michiaan Communitv S T - MARY 'S PREGNANCY councilmembers. First Saturday 

Blood Center. C R I S , S CENTER- 402 Amity. o f e a c h m o n t h a t t h e L o w e l 1 A r e a 

Mondays: 5:30-7;30 p.m. and Chamber of Commerce office. 

COMMUNITY SUPPER & FOOD Thursdays: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Non- 1 1 3 Riverwalk Plaza. Lowell. 8 
TRUCK - May 18. St. Mary denominational. Helpforpregnant a.m.-10 a.m. 

Church, 402 Amity. Truck arrives women/adolescents in need, a i T n i 1 D D A d v u n i i d c i V.'.IU" 
at 5 p.m. Distribution between 5 Provides support, referrals, food. L V B R ^ R Y J | ; 0 ™ - T ^ e s -
& 6 p.m. Dinner served at 6 p.m. clothing/infantitems. Lowell area. Q . ^ ?:Xn ' P" M o n

i
& S a t - ' 

^ c h a r g e . Any questions call 897-9393. Info c a l ^ 8 4 2bJ? ^ 

FLAT RIVER OUTREACH MIN- e u n i 
LOWELL SERENITY CLUB ISTRIES THRIFT STORE - is u n i i d c m JL . L I B R A R ! 
MEETINGS - (AA) Mon., Wed., open Wed. 10 - 8 p.m.; Thurs. & " ^ ' ? 
Thurs.; 12-1 & 8-9 p.m.; Tues.& Fri., 10-6; Sat., 10 a . m . - 4 p.m. „ m • " 
Fri.: 12-1, 4;30-5;30 p.m. & 8-9 at 11535 Fulton St. E. Thrift Shop, ycu^nn? " 1:30p.m. 
p.m.; Sat. & Sun.: 10-11 a.m. & 8-9 897-8260, Food Pantry 897-8260. 
p.m. 101 W. Main. 897-8565. Emergency Services. 897-8260. 

http://www.vfw8303.org
mailto:mbw_wis@yahoo.com
http://www.lowellartscouncil.org
http://www.wmbma.org


1 

page 14 tha tg'dger Wednesday • may • 18 • 2011 

Questions & Answers 
About Our Environment 

Dear Earth Talk: How healthy is soy? 1 heard that, despite 
its healthy image, most soy is grown using chemicals like 
other crops and is even being genetically modified. — D. 
Frinka, Syracuse, NY 

Food products made with soy have enjoyed great popu-
larity in the U.S. and elsewhere in recent years. Two decades 
ago, Americans spent $300 million a year on soy food prod-
ucts; today we spend over S4 billion. More and more adults 
are substituting soy — a great source of protein — for meat. 

Levin, continued 
speed rail network would 
move our country toward 
the same competitive trans-
portation system that many 
of our global competitors 
now enjoy. Such a system 
would create jobs both as 
we build it, with American 
workers building the trains 
and rails, and when it is 
completed, by promoting 
tourism and commerce and 
making travel between cities 
more affordable and conve-
nient. And it would reduce 
our dependence on foreign 
oil because rail service can 
move passengers more effi-
ciently than other modes of 
transportation. 

Previous generations of 
Michiganians built the roads 
and the tracks and the ports 
and the factories that helped 
make our state the arsenal of 

democracy and the engine 
of middle-class prosperity. 

It falls to us to build 
for future generations. Suc-
cess for them means mov-
ing people and goods faster, 
more cheaply and with more 
energy efficiency than ever 
before. 

High-speed rail is an im-
portant piece of that. If our 
competitors in China and Ja-
pan and Europe can succeed 
with high-speed rail, there is 
no reason we can't too. 

I'm confident this proj-
ect is going to pay off for 
the people of Michigan and 
for the country. This project 
and others like it will help 
create jobs, grow our state's 
economy and secure a better 
future for the generations to 
come. 

GREG VAN STRIEN 
HEATING AND PLUMBING 

HEATING SERVICE & INSTALLATION 
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE & INSTALLATION 

PLUMBING SERVICE & INSTALLATION 
WARM AIR/RADIANT HEAT 

OIL BURNER SERVICE 

(616) 897-5569 
Visa And Master Card Accepted 
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while a quarter of all baby formula contains soy instead of 
milk. Many school lunch programs nationwide have added 
soy-based veggie burgers to their menus, as have countless 
restaurants, including diners and fast food chains. 

And there are hundreds of other edible uses of the le-
gume, which now vies with com for the title of America's 
most popular agricultural crop. The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration promotes the inclusion of soy into other foods 
to cut down on heart attack risk. Clinical studies have shown 
that soy can also lower the risk for certain types of breast 

and prostate cancer. 
But there may be a dark side to soy's popularity and 

abundance. "Many of soy's health benefits have been linked 
to isoflavones — plant compounds that mimic estrogen," re-
ports Lindsey Konkel in Environmental Health News. "But 
animal studies suggest that eating large amounts of those es-
trogenic compounds might reduce fertility in women, trigger 
premature puberty and disrupt development of fetuses and 
children." But before you dump out all your soy foods, note 
that the operative phrase here is "large amounts" which, in 

laboratory science, can mean amounts substantially above 
what one would consume in real life. 

Also at issue is that upwards of 90 percent of the U.S. 
soybean crop is grown using genetically modified (GM) 
seeds sold by Monsanto. These have been engineered to 
withstand repeated dousing with the herbicide, glyphosate 
(also sold by Monsanto and marketed as RoundUp). Ac-
cording to the nonprofit Non GMO Project, this allows soy-
bean farmers to repeatedly spray their fields with RoundUp 
to kill all weeds (and other nearby plant life) except for the 
soybean plants they are growing. 

The U.S. government permits the sale and consumption 
of GM foods, but many consumers aren't so sure it's okay 
to eat them — given not only the genetic tinkering but also 
the exposure to so much glyphosate. Due to these concerns, 
the European Union has had a moratorium on GM crops of 
all kinds since 1998. 

The fact that genetically modified soy may be present 
in as much as 70 percent of all food products found in U.S. 
supermarkets means that a vast majority of Americans may 
be putting a lot of GM soy into their systems every day. 
And not just directly via cereals, breads and pasta: Some 98 
percent of the U.S. soybean crop is fed to livestock, so con-
sumers of meat, eggs and dairy are indirectly ingesting the 
products of scientific tinkering with unknown implications 
for human health. 

Since GM soy has only been around and abundant for 
less than a decade, no one yet knows for sure what the long 
term health effects, if any, will be on the populations of 
countries such as the U.S. that swear by it. Natural foods 
stores like WholeFoods are your best bet for finding non-
GM foods of all sorts. 

CONTACTS: Environmental Health News, www.environmental-

healthnews.org; Non GMO Project, vvww.nongmoproject.org. 

Dear EarthTalk: Our community is talking of culling lo-
cal deer herd numbers. Frankly I think it's the people who 
are overpopulated, crowding out every last inch of habitat. 
What happens when we finally do develop everything? Pow! 
There goes the last doe? - Anne Williamson, State Col-
lege, PA 

It's hard to believe that deer, those innocuous enough 
vegetarian browsers that occasionally tromp through our 
backyards, are considered the scourge of many a suburban 
neighborhood across the continent. Prior to white settlement 
of the "New World," tens of millions of deer blanketed the 
continent, but their population density was kept in check 
by free-roaming natural predators such as bears, wolves and 
mountain lions. 

S U D O K U S O L U T I O N S 

The white man's rifle took out the deer's chief preda-
tors and did a number on deer populations as well; venison 
was a staple meat on the ever expanding frontier. Biologists 
estimate that there were only a half million white-tailed 
deer left in the U.S. in the early 1900s due to unregulated 
hunting. At that point many states jumped in and began to 
regulate hunting to try to conserve fast dwindling resourc-
es. The new rules set limits on when hunters could kill deer 
and banned hunting females altogether. 

In the meantime, many of the one-time farms in the 
eastern U.S. began reverting back to forests, creating a hab-
itat patchwork that in some areas was ideal for deer. The 
ensuing rebound of white-tailed deer populations — over 
20 million roam the U.S. today — is viewed as one of the 
nation's greatest conservation success stories, especially 
since it occurred long before the dawn of the modem envi-

ronmental movement. 
But there is a dark side to all this "success." Too many 

deer can cause problems for humans, other wildlife, and 
even for the deer themselves, who must compete for dwin-
dling forage sources. "Complaints from residents are of-
ten that the deer are eating things that they have planted," 
reports the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC). 
"Well fertilized and watered landscapes and gardens can be 
much more desirable to the deer than surrounding common 
ground areas that are likely not watered or fertilized." 

Other concems beyond tearing up suburban backyards 

include damage to agricultural crops, deer/car collisions, 
transmission of Lyme disease, and the over browsing of 
habitat which deer and other wildlife need. "Increasing deer 
densities through 
time can lead resi-
dents to a feeling 
that they have to 
share too much with 
the deer as the dam-
age they do becomes 
less tolerated," re-
ports MDC. It's at 
this point that wild-
life managers begin 
considering culling 
local herds, usually 
by tweaking local 

hunting regulations. 
Many animal advocates oppose such practices. In De-

fense of Animals (IDA) reports that even permitted sport 

hunting, under current wildlife management guidelines and 
outdated land management policies, contributes to deer 
overpopulation problems. "Currently, there are approxi-
mately eight does for every buck in the wild," the group ex-
plains. "Laws restrict the number of does that hunters may 
kill." Since bucks will often mate with more than one doe, 
the ratio of does to bucks "sets the stage for a population 
explosion." And open season on both sexes won't solve 
the problem, as too many does would die, stranding needy 
fawns and depleting the reproductive pool — as happened 
in the early 20th century when deer numbers fell precipi-
tously low. IDA and many other animal protection organi-
zations believe that sport hunting should be banned and that 
deer populations should be allowed to regulate naturally. 

CONTACTS: MDC, www.mdc.mo.gov; IDA, www.idausa.org. 

EarthTalk® is written and edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug Moss 

and is a registered trademark of E - The Environmental Magazine (www. 

emagazine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@emagazine.com. Sub-

scribe: www.emagazine.com/subscribe. Free Trial Issue: mxnv.emaga-
zine.com/trial. 
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Use this coupon for a chance 

to win 4 tickets to 1-96 

Speedway UMP Summer 

Nationals on June 26. 
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THEME: 

THE FIFTIES 

ACROSS 
1. Panorama or scene 
6. *Its pilots flew with the 
U.S. in Korean War 
9. Elizabeth Gilbert's "Eat, 

, Love" 
13. These accompany 
pains 
14. Right-angle building 
extension 
15. "Die Lorelei" poet 
16. Mangles 
17. Water in Paris 
18. Acrylic fiber 
19. Actor/Director Sydney 
21. Like hot lava 
23. * Laurence Olivier 
star of Richard III 
24. Raunchy 
25. British sci-fi doctor 
28. Fail to win 
30. Famously filed for 
bankruptcy in 2008 
35. Argo's propellers 
37. "For the Bell 
Tolls" 
39. Actress Watts 
40. Small stream 
41. *Hang-out spot 
43. Sauce base of fat and 
flour 
.44. Small porch 
46. Actress Rogers 
47. 100 centavos in 
Mexico 
48. Do this through the 
tulips? 
50. Offensively curious 
52. Bear's room 
53. Double reed woodwind 
55. *Sock , a.k.a. 
dance 
57. Emerson:" - , 
proud world, I'm going 
home" 

60. *"From Here To 
Etemity" Oscar winner 

CROSSWORD 
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64. *Bullwinkle to Boris, 5. Lash out 25. Not at all good 
e.g. 6. Smell badly 26. *Francois Duvalier 
65. 2nd largest bird 7. carte came to power on this West 
67. Slobber 8. Narrow water-filled Indies island 
68. Corpulent gorge 27. The lowest deck 
69. Opposed Wade 9. Saucy 29. Door-stopping wedge. 
70. Bar by estoppel 10. Irritate e.g. 
71. Fender-bender damage 11. "At another time" to 31.lt has a neck and strings 
72. Drunkard Shakespeare 32. Made cow sound 
73. Mouthpieces 12. Japanese monetary unit 33. Make somebody laugh 

15. *He thought a lot of 34. *Vice President for 
DOWN people were phony most of decade 
1. Femme fatale 20. *"The Lonely 36. One-armed bandit 
2. International Civil by David Riesman 38. Office communique 
Aviation Organization 22. Pooh's "wise" friend 42. Revered Hindu 
3. Synagogue 24. Resembling the king of 45. *Type of skirt 
4. "He it like it is" the animals 49. and flow 

SUDOKU 
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every 

row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9. 

)) 
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The garlic mustard (an invasive species) 
is starting to flower, so it's really easy to find 
it. Please go out and pull it on your property, 
including along your road frontage. Destroy 
it after pulling, as it will still produce seeds 
if it's left laying. 

51. Distant, yet within sight 
54. Inspections of court 
documents in hearings 

56. Break down or analyze 
57. Hurtful remark 
58. "Pop it in the !" 
59. Kiln for hops 
60. Edible fat 
61. Carrying bag 
62. Crucifix 
63. Mont Blanc mountain 
range 
64. *Hot 
66. Bovine sound 

Puzzle solutions 
on page 14 

As we look 
deeply within, 
we understand 

our perfect 
balance. There 
is no fear of the 
cycle of birth, 
life and death. 
For when you 
stand in the 

present moment, 
you are timeless. 

- Rodney Yee 

last week's 

Sound Off poll results 
Bristol Palin is doing a reality 

show. Do you think it will be a hit? 
YES you betcha!.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . f3% 

NO bor ing" " . . . . . . " 87% 

Should U.S. children attend school 

all year with no summer break? 
YES. .............................................50% 

m 

MAY 11 - MAY 17 

The Pakistani Taliban claims responsibility for 
suicide attacks killing 81 people on a military 
training facility in the nations' northwest. In a 
statement, this was a retaliation for the killing 
of terror leader Osama Bin Laden. 

A 38-foot sailboat out of Portland, Oregon, 
is participating in the Oregon International 
offshore race when a breaching humpback 
whale crashes down onto the vessel, crushing 
its mast and rigging. 

Kenyan Olympic marathon champion, Sammy 
Wanjiru, dies in a fall from a balcony after a 
domestic dispute involving his wife and another 
woman. 

Former Michigan coach Lloyd Carr will be 
inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame 
this year. Carr had a distinguished 13 year 
career as the Wolverines' coach with a 122-
40 record, five Big Ten titles and one national 
championship. 

http://www.mdc.mo.gov
http://www.idausa.org
mailto:earthtalk@emagazine.com
http://www.emagazine.com/subscribe
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Saturday, May 21,8 
MANY INDOOR SPECIALS! 

PRICES GOOD MAY 21, ONLY! - While Supplies Last 

10-lbs. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS $5.90 bag 

10-lbs. BULK GROUND CHUCK $2.29 lb. 

NEW YORK STRIP STEAK $5.99 lb. 

Center Cut PORK CHOPS $2.49 lb. 

PORK STEAKS $ 1 . 6 9 lb. 

GROUND BEEF PATTIES $2.49 lb. 

Boneless CHICKEN BREASTS (vacuum sealed, frozen)...$1.98 lb. 

SAUSAGE (10 indiv. wrapped packages) $ 1 . 7 9 lb. 

SAUSAGE LINKS (6 lb. boxes) $ 1 7 . 0 0 box 

COLBY or CO-JACK CHEESE $2.98 lb. 

HOME SMOKED BACON $3.69 lb. 

BEEF SIZZLERS $5.49 lb. 

No Phone Orders 

til 4 pm 
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ENJOY LUNCH WITH US... 
$1.00 PER PERSON! 

H Belding 

Fallasburg 
Park |~--

L 

McPherson Rd. ^ 

JONES 
Lowell FARM 
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Federally inspected meat 
plant where everything is 

done on spot. From 
slaughtering to smoking 

of hams & bacon to 
special order sausage to 

custom cut of beef 
and pork for farmers. 

Your choice of vacuum 
packaging or plastic wrap. 

WE DO IT ALL! 

GRAND PRIZE: 
A / Q L J A r a T O BE GIVEN 

• / ^ AWAY AT 4 P.M. 

(need not be present t o win) 
No pre-reglstration 

Name 

HOURLY DRAWING 

MEAT GIFT BOXES 
To be given away every hour 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Address. 

Phone # 


