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. City formalizes job offer to manager,
o passes sidewalk repair ordinance

by Emma Palova

The city council for-
mally extended a job offer
to city manager candidate
Mark Howe and directed
city attorney Dick Wendt
to negotiate the contract on
Monday night. The con-
tract is expected to be avail-
able for review at the budget
work session on May 9.

The action was formal-
ized under an old business
item.

“It is old business now,”
said mayor Jim Hodges.

Last Saturday, the coun-

* cil chose the top finalist for

the position and moved to
authorize the city attorney
for contract negotiations.

However, the motions
needed to be formalized un-
der the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, according to
Bill Baldridge, Michigan
Municipal League consul-
tant.

The search for the new
manager started in October
after the city decided to use

Low turnout for school election
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The school election on Tuesday attracted only a few voters to the polls.
Two candidates were running for the Lowell School Board, incumbent
Mark Lessens and write-in candidate Brian Krajewski. Former Lowell
schools superintendent Bert Bleke was among the candidates running
for the Grand Rapids Community College Board of Trustees. Pictured in
the photo are election inspectors Jamie Watrous, Marea Borg and Laura
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Celebrating Arbor Day in Lowell

On Friday, April 29,
Lowell observed Nation-
al Arbor Day by planting a
commemorative tree, spon-
soring the Biggest Tree
Contest and selecting art-
work for the Print of the
Year. This year, an Autumn
Blaze maple was planted at
the fairgrounds near the pic-
nic area. The Biggest Tree
Contest will extend through
the summer, with the win-
ners to be announced at the
Harvest Celebration in Oc-
tober. Entry forms can be
found in The Ledger or ob-
tained at City Hall.

For the first time, the
Lowell Arbor Board held
a competition to collect
artwork focusing on trees
growing within city lim-
its. A skyline photo along
Stoney Lake, titled “Misty
Morn,” was selected from
eight entries. Doreen Bates

won a $50 Lowell gift cer-
tificate for her winning sub-
mission. The piece will be
printed as a commemorative
poster honoring Lowell’s
commitment to promoting
and sustaining its urban can-
opy. The competition will be
held every year, concluding
in April. Artists of all types
are encouraged to keep a
creative eye open over the
course of the year to capture
our local woodland beauty
in its entire seasonal splen-
dor.

The Arbor Board con-
tinues to work diligently to
ensure that the community
protects its trees and plants.
Grants are received through
the Lowell Area Communi-
ty Fund and the Look Me-
morial Fund, in addition to
contributions from Lowell
Light and Power, city allo-
cated funds and private do-

nors. An LCTV Fund grant
application has been sub-
mitted, but not yet received.
This money will be used in
various ways to beautify
our city. In May, the large
maple in front of the Engle-
hardt Library will again re-
ceive protective treatment
and maintenance. Ten trees
are slated to be planted at
the fairgrounds to replace
ailing specimens. In the fall,
a large number of plantings
will be made at various lo-
cations.

As a result of this com-
mitment, the National Ar-
bor Day Foundation has re-
newed Lowell’s Tree City
designation and has further
honored the community by
awarding the prestigious
Growth Award recognizing

Arbor Day,
continued, page 2

professional assistance. It
accelerated in April when
the council selected four
candidates for interviews.

The new manager will
take over after city manag-
er Dave Pasquale retires on
June 30.

In other business, the
city council approved the
controversial sidewalk in-
spection and repair ordi-
nance after much ado. The
sidewalk repair ordinance
has been in the works on and
off for the last two years,
with the councilmembers
changing their stance on it.

The council held a work
session on the issue and then
tabled it in April.

Councilmembers Mary-
alene LaPonsie
Altoft were still in opposi-
tion to the ordinance last
night.

“I have a problem with
doing another ordinance
when we have an ordinance
and we’re not enforcing it,”
said Altoft.

LaPonsie re-stated her
stance on the issue that there
has to be another way to ad-
dress the sidewalks.

“It’s important to keep
the sidewalks safe, but [ am
not in favor of this,” she
said. “I’d rather use the car-
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rot approach than the stick.”

Resident Barb Barber
questioned who was respon-
sible for fixing the sidewalk
when the city equipment
broke it while pulling out a
tree years ago.

“It should have been
addressed then,” said mayor
Jim Hodges. “We’re all re-
sponsible for our property to
be in good condition, so it’s
safe. This is an opportunity
to visibly inspect the side-
walks in disrepair.”

Mayor pro tem Sharon
Ellison said it’s about cap-
turing and fixing the side-
walks on properties that are
being sold.

“It’s a good time to cap-
ture some of them,” she said.
“It’s a drop in the bucket,
but it’s a starting point.”

The ordinance passed
on a three to one vote.
LaPonsie voted against the
proposal and councilmem-
ber Andrew Schrauben was
not present.

“We have to start en-
forcing or help fix them and
one way is to make budget
cuts,” said Altoft.

The budget will be dis-
cussed on May 9 and May
16 along with video taping
of meetings.
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A group of citizens gathered at the fairgrounds
last Friday to plant a maple in honor of Arbor
Day. Pictured in the photo are Dana Chase, Matt
Horrocks, Diane LaWarre, Roger LaWarre, Dave
Pasquale and Scott Fosburg.
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Lowell Light and Power
receives national recognition

Lowell Light and Pow-
er is one of 82 of the na-
tion’s more than 2,000 pub-
lic power utilities to earn
Reliable Public Power Pro-
vider (RP3®) recognition
from the American Public
Power Association for pro-
viding consumers with the
highest degree of reliable
and safe electric service.
Paul Allen, vice president
of engineering at Nashville,
Tenn., Electric Service and
chair of APPA’s RP3 Re-
view Panel, presented the
designees on March 21 dur-

ing the association’s annual
Engineering & Operations
Technical Conference held
in Nashville, Tenn.

“These RP3 designated
utilities should be proud,”
said Allen. “They stand out
as utilities that are continu-
ing to strive for excellence
for their customers and their
communities.”

The RP3 program
recognizes public power
utilities that demonstrate
proficiency in four key dis-
ciplines: reliability, safety,
workforce development and

system improvement. Cri-
teria within each category
are based on sound business
practices and represent a
utility-wide commitment to
safe and reliable delivery of
electricity.

“This is a real honor
for our utility,” said Greg
Pierce, general manager of
Lowell Light and Power. “A
lot of hard work has gone
into receiving this designa-
tion, and - in the end - our
customers are the real win-
ners.”

Arbor Day, continued

environmental improvement
and higher levels of tree
care. By having a tree board,
establishing a tree care or-
dinance, sustaining a com-
prehensive community for-

estry program with annual
expenditures of at least $2
per capita, and by observing
Arbor Day, Lowell’s title of
Tree City is preserved.
Current members of the

FUN ON THE FARM

Join the Wittenbach/Wege Center on Sat., May 7, 9-12
pm for Fun on the Farm, hosted by the Lowell High School

FFA Chapter.

HIKE FOR A CURE

Help Hunt For A Cure raise funds for cystic fibrosis
research. Hikers will collect donations before the hike and
bring the funds with them to the check in, Sat., May 7 at
8:30 am. Hike starts at 9:30 am. Funds raised will support
research at Michigan State University. If you have ques-
tions, or want to get a pledge form, call Jeff at 897-7829 or
Pete at 616-450-7850. Forms are also available at the Wit-
tenbach/Wege Center.

LET’S TALK
Come meet and have a cup of coffee with your city
councilmembers on Sat., May 7, 8-10 am at the Lowell Area
Chamber of Commerce office, 113 Riverwalk Plaza.

THE FOODMOBILE

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
Available To Residents Of The Greater Lowell Area

THANK YOU MAY SPONSORS!
SNow UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
AND LOWELL CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION

(mostly produce)
LOWELL FAIRGROUNDS

Foreman Building, S. Broadway
SATURDAY, MAY 7, 2011

10:00 10 11:00 A.M. (or unti food is gone)
Bring your own box or bag.

FLAT RIVER 11535 Fution East,
OUTREACH Lowel. Mi 49331

616-897-8260

MIN ISTR] ES www.fromlowell.org

Arbor Board are Dana Chase
(chair), Sharon Ellison, Jim
Hall, Diane LaWarre and
Jim Reagan. Meetings gen-
erally take place on the sec-
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Back row, general manéger, Greg Pierce, second from left, board member,
Perry Beachum and electric distribution manager, Tom Russo. In front, Lowell
Light and Power employees Tom Torres and Mark Droog. LL&P could not identify

Comic Book Day
ond Monday of the month returns to Lowe"

the other two men in photo.

at noon and are open to the
public. Any interest in join-
ing the Arbor Board should
be referred to city hall.

GILDA’S CLUB EVENTS

Book Club, Tues.,

May 10, 4:30-5:30 pm. Craft

Workshop, Tues., May 10, 17 and 24, 3:30-5:30 pm. Knitting,
Tues., May 17 and 24, 6-7:15 pm. Garden Days, Tues., May
24, 1-3 pm. Gardening 101, Tues., May 24, 4-5:30 pm.
Located at 314 S. Hudson St. Call 897-8600 or go to www.
gildasclubgr.org to register for program activities.

ANGEL FOOD MINISTRIES
Sign up at the Nazarene Church, 201 N. Washington
St., Sat., May 14, 10 am - noon. You may also order online
using your debit or credit card. Go to www.angelfoodminis-
tries.com. Any questions, call Esther, 897-7395.

LHS CLASS OF 1961
The Lowell High School Class of 1961 will hold their
S0th class reunion on July 9 and are desperately looking for
classmates: Jane Potter, Tom Evans and Charles Briggs. If
you have information call Linda Barnes at 897-9924.
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P.O. Box 128
Lowell, Ml 49331
897-9261

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Thursday:
8am-5pm
Friday: 8 am -2 pm
Closed Sat. & Sun.

Call today.

Terry Abel

6095 28th Street
SE - Suite 4
Grand Rapids

616-940-8181

www. TerryAbelAgency.com

Your Michigan home needs
Michigan protection...

Thanks for making your home in our
community. As Michigan’s insurance
company, we know Michigan homes and
the hazards they face. We also know the
kinds of discounts that help you save a lot
of money on your home insurance.

r.. FARM BU’I’EAU

MICHIGAN'S INSURANCE COMPANY

o INSURANCE®

Thousands of com-
ic book shops around the
world will celebrate the
comic book art form on Sat-
urday, May 7 - Free Comic
Book Day. Over 2.7 mil-
lion comic books will be
given away by participating
stores, introducing many
to the wonders of comic
books.

From 10:00 am to 5:00
pm, Rookies Sportcards
Plus in Lowell will be cel-
ebrating their tenth year be-
ing part of the event.

“The wide array of
comic books being pub-
lished today ensures that
readers of all ages — chil-
dren, teens and adults — can
find something appropriate
that will stir their imagi-
nations,” said Jack Reedy,
owner of Rookies.

the lowel

Free Comic Book Day
has proven to be a smashing
success. “Even if you have
never picked up a comic
book, stop into Rookies,
because you never know
what you will end up find-
ing.” Reedy added, “Com-
ic books and graphic nov-
els are considered hip, hot
and smart. We at Rookies
want to spread the word that
comics are perfect for to-
day’s times.”

Rookies will also have
live superheroes on hand
for pictures, comic artists to
meet, giveaways, specials
and more. Regular updates
and information can be
found online at www.Free-
ComicBookDay.com.

Rookies is located at
106 W. Main St.
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West Catholic High School
1801 Bristol, Grand Rapids

Saturday, May 7

9am.-3pm
80 PLUS CRAFTERS
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Council picks top finalist for manager position

by Emma Palova

The Lowell City Coun-
cil chose the top finalist for
the manager post and an al-
ternate candidate last Satur-
day.

Ionia County adminis-
trator Mark Howe, 50, has
been selected to fill the man-
ager position for the city of
Lowell. Grandville assis-
tant city manager Matthew
Butts, 34, is the alternate
candidate.

The city attorney, Rich-
ard Wendt, will now enter
contract negotiations with
the assistance of Michigan
Municipal League consul-
tant, Bill Baldridge.

The decision was unan-
imous after a day of pub-
lic interviews with a total
of four candidates. Present
at the interviews were also
the department heads. The
council asked each candi-
date 20 questions. At the end
of the interviews, the candi-
dates were allowed to ask a
question of their own.

Howe interviewed first
at 10 am. A rigorous inter-
view process followed after
Howe’s introduction to the
council.

Howe divided his expe-
rience into three segments:
reporting, legislative and
county administration.

Howe has 13 years of
experience as the county ad-
ministrator managing a $30
million organization with
280 employees.

“I was the first coun-
ty administrator,” he said,
“through struggles and chal-
lenges I have become a bet-
ter administrator,”

He has extensive politi-
cal experience from conduct-
ing public policy research
and administering commu-
nity and public relations
strategies for Rep. Terry
Geiger, Congressman Vern
Ehlers and for the Michigan
State Senate Majority Com-
munications Office.

Howe said that he
doesn’t want to be any city
manager, but that he wants
to be the Lowell city man-
ager.

“This is not a stepping
ladder for me,” he said. “I
want to be here. | am a part
of the community.”

He named the top chal-
lenge to be the budget and
maintaining the fund bal-
ance, while looking outside
the box and using strategic
thinking.

In response to the ques-
tion of the major issues fac-
ing Lowell in the next two
to three years, Howe named
the Riverwalk, the side-
walks and streets, sidewalk
ordinance upon the sale of
property and finding alter-
native sources of revenues,
while developing a long-
term vision.

Among his achieve-
ments, Howe listed the cre-

college news

Abbot Mel Kastanek of
Lowell was among the full-
time and part-time students
recently honored for aca-
demic excellence at the an-
nual Ferris State University

Academic Excellence re-
ception on March 24, 2011.
Those full-time students
honored have maintained a
cumulative grade point av-
erage of 3.5 or greater (4.0
scale) for the previous three
consecutive semesters.

Those part-time students
honored have maintained a
3.3 overall GPA and a 3.5
in their last 12 semester
credits.

Parents are Raymond
and Melody Kastanek of
Lowell.

John Hauschild will
graduate from the Bibli-
cal Studies major of the
Moody Bible Institute in
Spokane, Wash. on May

Mark Howe

ation of the Mid-West Mich-
igan Trail Authority that is
responsible for developing
and maintaining a 125-mile
trail network. This network
includes trails north and east
of Lowell.

“Trails and trail tourism
are important for economic
development,” he said.

Howe said he tries to
think beyond the boundaries
in developing various part-
nerships with foundations,
counties and cities.

Among his disappoint-
ments, Howe named a con-
flict with a department head
that deteriorated a profes-
sional relationship 10 years
ago.

The interview included
three scenario questions:

One question was a case
of a department head engag-
ing in outside consulting
work that is interfering with
city responsibilities.

28, 2011. Hauschild, a 2006
graduate of Alaska Bible In-
stitute, will receive a Bach-
elor of Science degree.

The Bachelor of Science

Howe said depending
on what is being alleged, he
would investigate, talk to
the department head and if
necessary get law enforce-
ment involved while appris-
ing the entire council.

Mayor Jim = Hodges
asked the second scenario
question.

“Anotherscenarioques-
tion which absolutely does
not reflect anything about
our police department. You
receive reliable information
that some members of the
police department, includ-
ing some supervisory per-
sonnel, are receiving kick-
backs. What action do you
take?” said Hodges.

Howe said he would
first find out the facts, see if
the issue needs internal in-
vestigation, get the mayor
involved and bring in a po-
lice agency to conduct the
investigation.

The last scenario ques-
tion was about a significant
revenue shortfall midway
through the budget.

“In this day and age
we need a rough plan not to
create havoc and deal with
it ahead of time,” Howe
said. * We need to look at
the fund balance, be ready
[and] have a plan in place.”

In response to a ques-
tion about the most con-
troversial decision he has

in Biblical Studies program,
in which Hauschild studied,
trains students in Bible, the-
ology, ministry, and general
education.

Nﬁ The StvkiNs Law Firy

~ steven.simkins@gmail.com * www.simkinslaw.net

616.350.0909

Aggressive Representation in all
Criminal and Family Law Cases

Drunk Driving ¢ License Restoration
* Drug Crimes ¢ Divorce
e Child Custody ¢ Parental Rights

Matthew Butts

made, Howe said it was
the $800,000 animal shelter
project while having a 10
percent reduction in depart-
ment budgets.

“I would have started it
earlier,” he said.

Animal shelter was also
Howe’s most risky project
with an overall long-term
benefit rather than short-
term pay-off.

In conclusion, Howe
said he should be appoint-
ed the Lowell city manager
because he has passion for
Lowell.

“I have a vested interest
in serving the city to move
forward,” he said. “I am a
nice guy. | value relation-

WANTED

HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING™

A select number of homeowners in Lowell
and the surrounding areas will be given the
opportunity to have a lifetime Erie Metal
Roofing System installed on their home at
a reasonable cost.

ships; [ enjoy success. Low-
ell is the place where [ am.”

Howe said he wants
to be among the leaders to
chart the course for Lowell.

In turn, Howe asked
questions about challenges
for Lowell and pride.

The council’s response
was that the major chal-
lenges are financial, filling
vacant buildings, internal
communications and high
millage rate, while volun-
teerism is the pride of Low-
ell.

“We have a higher
millage rate than the sur-
rounding townships,” said
councilwoman Maryalene
LaPonsie. “The townships
are growing, we are not.”

Secondary candidate,
Butts, would bring in plan-
ning and zoning expertise,
and intergovernmental ex-
perience from Urban Man-
agement Association from
Greenville and Grandville.

Other candidates in-
terviewed included Green-
ville assistant city manager
Cameron Van Wyngarden
and Bangor city manager
Michael Selden.

I'he Tmaee Buillding

IN2N Kralt Avenue SEL Suite 232

Y | I A I

* Grrand Rapids

Call today to see if you qualify. Not only will
you receive the best price possible, but we
will give you access to no money down bank
financing with very attractive rates and terms.

HAn Erie Metal Roof will keep your home cooler
| in the summer and warmer in the winter.

An Erie Metal Roofing System will provide
your home with unsurpassed “Beauty and
Lasting Protection”!

Don’t miss this opportunity to save!
www.ErieMetalRoofs.com

1-877-736-4040

email: roofing@eriemetalroofs.com

DOES YOUR DENTIST PROVIDE THE CARE
QUR FAMILY DESERVES?

At the Family Dentistry of Lowell, your
family is part of our family.

| ‘}0/1

4 @ Famllq DQI]‘IS*PIJ Of LOWQ"

ANN WILSON, D.D.S.

That's why we're so caring, nurturing and
compassionate.

We provide the dentistry and oral
healthcare you need with TLC.

Isn't that what you want for your family?
Isn't that what you want from your dentist?

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS - CALL: 616-897-4835

147 NORTH CENTER STREET, LOWELL
WWW.FAMILYDENTISTRYOFLOWELL.COM

JENNIFER BYRD, D.D.S.

Join us
for our

amfin N

KDIY iﬁi'l'e

PLAY, GROW, READ

Ribbon-Cutting Party!

Celebrate the grand opening of our new early literacy |
play space with games, crafts, activities and cake!

Thursday, May 12 at 10:30 AM

For families with young children * Preschools and daycares welcome

Englehardt Branch KDL

200 N. Monroe St. in Lowell

Kent District Library
www.kdl.org
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This article will be
discussing the two compe-
tences of innovation and
adaptability in the work-

place. "Political savvy"
will be briefly reviewed
as well. With spring final-
ly here, it is a good time
to talk about innovation
and adaptability. These are
the "fresh" ideas which our
industry and workplaces
need. These two competen-
cies add new and unique
ways of thinking to the
workplace. How a person
presents these new ideas is
critical. So, having political
savvy is important. People
who are innovative tend
to: 1. seek out fresh ideas
from a variety of sources,
2. entertain original solu-
tions to problems, 3. gener-
ate new ideas, and 4. take
fresh perspectives with
an element of risk in their
thinking.

The emotional prereg-
uisite of an innovator is
someone who takes plea-
sure in originality. Cre-
ativity on the job resolves
around applying new ideas

TO ADVERTISE i THe LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTOR
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to achieve results. People
who have this knack iden-
tify key issues and simpli-
fy problems that seem very
complex. They can find
original connections and
patterns that others overlook
(Working with Emotional
Intelligence by Daniel Gole-
man). People who lack this
skill become "bogged down"
by the complexity of the sit-
uation and get enmeshed in
the details. Their fear of risk
makes them shy away from

novel ideas. An example of

an innovative idea comes
from Levi Strauss, a gar-
ment manufacturer. When
faced with the dilemma of
having their sewing sub-
contractors being under-
aged children, they investi-
gated and found that if these
children lose their jobs, they
might be driven into pros-
titution. The creative solu-
tion: Levi Strauss decided
to keep the children on the
payroll while they went to
school full time, and then,
when they reached fourteen
(the local age of maturity)
hire them back.

" Riel's Service Co. 1

In-Home Appliance Repair

GLEANERS * LAUNDRY
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Lowell » Ada + Cascade  lonia « Grand Rapids

MAY SPECIAL
20% Off Coats & Jackets

616) 897-9809 « 1410 W. Main * Lowell

ASPHALT PAVING & REPAIR

STORMZAND ASPHALT
MAINTENANCE
Paving
Seal Coating with Sand
Hot Rubber Crack Repair
Cut & Replace Patching
Striping
Parking Lots & Driveways

* ASPHALT PAVING & REPAIR -

Check us out online ...

thelowellledger.com

Licensed & Insured
Serving West Michigan Since 1989

(616) 897-9872 ... Free Estimates
ASPHALT PAVING & REPAIR

e HIVdAd3Id T OSNINVCA LTVHASY -

Adaptability is a much
sought after competence. In
the workplace and in life,
change is a constant. The
workplace is often chal-
lenged by make or break
moments. The emotional
quality that is needed for
adaptability is the ability to
be flexible, to take in new,
even painful information
without tuning out in self-
protection and to respond
quickly and appropriately.

“fédger

We see this adaptability es-
pecially in the high tech in-
dustries that are surviving.
Often their response has to
be nimble and responsive to
the changes that are happen-
ing in the field.

But, it often goes with-
out saying that an employ-
ee can be enormously in-
novative and adaptable, but
they cannot command an
audience because they lack
"political savvy." The or-

financial¢
focus

 Christopher C. Godbold

Lifetime income:
A great Mother’s Day gift

Mother’s Day will soon
be here. If you're a mother,
you will (hopefully) receive
thoughtful cards and gifts.
But there’s one present you
may eventually want to give
yourself, and it’s a gift that
truly does keep on giving:
a strategy for your retire-
ment. Of course, it’s impor-
tant for everyone to build
adequate financial resourc-
es for retirement — but the
challenge is even greater for
women. Largely due to fam-
ily responsibilities, wom-

 R—

~ Ol 1O
INSURED * 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

WASHERS * DRYERS * REFRIGERATORS
GARBAGE DISPOSALS * STOVES * DISHWASHERS

ZZ 209E.MainSt.  RICH CURTIS

S Lowell, MI 49331 (616) 897-5686

FRY DADDY’S
608 West Main Street

Lowell, Ml 49331

897-FISH

Fisk Surimp Wine Dines -
Ciiexen Strirs
DAILY SPECIALS

OPEN TUESDAY - SATURDAY

Best Fish In Town!!!

en spend, on average, 12
years less in the workforce
than men, according to the
Women’s Institute for a Se-
cure Retirement. Less time
in the workforce equates to
lost earnings, missed pro-
motions, smaller and fewer
raises and reduced retire-

ment plan benefits. In fact,
men have, on average, about
$91,000 in Individual Re-
tirement Accounts (IRAs),
including all IRA types and
the amounts rolled over
from other retirement ac-

v

KIRK COLLINS

ganizational life of a com-
pany has competing coali-
tions and power struggles. If
one wants to be innovative,
these factors need to be tak-
en into consideration. Un-
derstanding the web of pow-
er in your company can help
you successfully implement
your creative ideas. One can
be overly political and self-
centered. This creates "blind
spots" when dealing with
the feelings of those around

counts into IRAs, compared
to just $51,000 for women,
according to a recent re-
port issued by the Employee
Benefit Research Institute.
Whether you’re mar-
ried, divorced, widowed or
single, you'll want to build
financial resources of your
own and be prepared to
manage your finances during
your retirement years. You'll
be helping yourself, and, by
becoming financially inde-
pendent, you’ll also avoid
the possibility of depending
on your grown children for

support.
To help ensure a finan-
cially secure retirement,

consider these ideas:
 Fully fund your
IRA each year. As the num-
bers above show, women
are way behind men when
it comes to funding their
[RAs. And IRAs, with their

iectory
,Call §97-9261

BILL WHEELER
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you. On the other hand, a
disdain or disinterest in the
political climate is also a li-
ability. Understanding both
the formal and the informal
structure is essential to ef-
fectively mobilizing innova-
tion.

If you have any ques-
tions, please email me at
kathryndenhouter@gmail.
com. The June article will
be about "how to effectively
manage conflict."

tax advantages, are great re-
tirement-savings vehicles.
A traditional IRA have the
potential to grow on a tax-
deferred basis, while Roth
[RAs have the potential
to grow tax-free, provided
you've had your account
at least five years and you
don’t start taking withdraw-
als until you’re 59-1/2. So
make it a priority to “max
out” on your IRA each year.
In 2011, you can put in up
to $5,000 to a traditional
or Roth IRA, or $6,000 if
you’re 50 or older.

*  Boost your 401(k)
contributions. Put in " as
much as you can afford to
your 401(k) or other em-
ployer-sponsored  retire-
ment plan. At the very least,
contribute enough to earn

Financial Focus,
continued, page 15
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it's about being good neighbors

Dear Editor,

[ am responding to last
week’s article (“Crowing
Roosters Draw Neighbor
Complaints”). I am the com-
plaining neighbor.

In the article, Mr. Stof-
fers says, “..city people
want to dictate how we live
our lives.” I was born and
lived my younger years on a
Centennial fruit farm owned
by my family. I lived in a
house on an acre of land be-
tween two farms in Cascade
Township for 11 years. And,
for 21 years my wife and I
have lived on five acres of
land that now borders on the
Stoffers’ property. I don’t
think this is a “city people”
issue. I think it has to do
with common sense and be-
ing good neighbors.

By Shelly MacNaughton

The Stoffers have over
five acres on which to lo-
cate their roosters. But, they
chose to place their chick-
en coop about 50 feet from
our lot line (overlooking a
township ordinance stat-
ing it has to be at least 100
feet from the lot line). Their
roosters begin crowing be-
fore daylight and continue
to crow throughout the day;
many times every 10 to 20
seconds. After four days of
this, my wife went to speak
to Mr. Stoffers about the
noise. He said he was aware
of it and that he’d talk to his
family and see what could
be done.

A week passed. Noth-
ing changed. My wife again
went to the Stoffers’ resi-
dence. This time she was

told that this is a farming
community and the Stoffers
can do whatever they want.
Only then did we turn to the
township for assistance.
Apart from the lot line
ordinance, there is also a
township noise ordinance
that the Stoffers were found
in violation of. That noise
ordinance applies to “The
keeping of any animal, bird,
FOWL (my emphasis),
which emanates frequent or
extended noise which shall
unreasonably disturb the
quiet, comfort or repose of
any person in the vicinity,
such as allowing or permit-
ting any dog to bark repeat-
edly in an area where such
barking can be clearly heard

“fEdger

from nearby residential
property.” This ordinance is
clearly not a “dog barking
ordinance that was matched
to the complaint due to lack
of specific rules” as claimed
by Mr. Stoffers.

Mr.  Stoffers  asks,
“What kind of message are
we sending to our youth to-
day?” This question I would
have to agree with. All of
this could have been avoid-
ed had the Stoffers first
checked with the township
officials and responded in a
considerate manner to their
neighbors’ concerns. It’s
called being a good neigh-
bor.

Michael Jernigan
Lowell Township

Check us out online ...

thelowellledger.com

Find us on
K3 Facebook

125 Years Ago
The Lowell Journal
May 7, 1886

Medler's dining hall is to have a new kitchen

addition.

Dr. M.C. Greene is fitting up a fine office over the
post office and will move in soon.
Messr.s Francis King and H.W. Booth have gone

75 Years Ago
The Lowell Ledger and Alto Solo
April 30, 1936

Under direction of Contractor J.C. Hatch, a
handsome brick front is nearing completion on the
old David Hotel, recently purchased by William E.
Christiansen for an ice cream factory.

Everybody got a thrill last Friday afternoon when the
new high school band marched through Main St. on

South to look over and mark the growing timber
recently bought by King, Quick & King.

100 Years Ago
The Lowell Ledger
May 4, 1911

Leo Coles, sister, Adell and a lady friend, of near
Smyrna, visited at Bela Coles’ Saturday night and
Sunday.

Cal Rowley who is working in the city visited his
daughter, Mrs. O.R. Fountain, Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo Wright of Lowell have moved
into Campell's house. They spend nearly all the week
at Wm. Patterson’s.

Miss Ruth Hudson of near Rockford was home last

week.

its way to Recreation Park for the opening ball game
of the season. It was the first time the members of
the band had appeared before the public in marching
order, nevertheless, they kept good marching time.

50 Years Ago
The Lowell Ledger
May 11, 1961

Mrs. L. E. Johnsonannounced this week that Richard
Curtis, President of the Coin Operated Machinery Co.,
has leased the garage building at the corner of Main
St. and Lincoln Lake Ave. She said they plan to use
the building for office, repair rooms and storage. They
now rent office space in one location and repair and
storage space at another spot.

Doyle-Schneider Pontiac Sales & Service are
terminating their franchise with General Motors this
week and will vacate the building by June 1. The two
partners have not announced their future plans.

25 Years Ago
The Grand Valley Ledger
May 7, 1986

In a 5-0 vote the Lowell City Council voted, Monday
night, to officially close the Lowell Airport to all
transient users and those who do not already have
a lease or usage agreement. The stop to take such
action became necessary due to a question of the
City’s liability insurance coverage costs.

roostergate

Dear Editor,

“Roostergate” is hap-
pening right here in Lowell
Township. Luckily, an ob-
servant resident notified the
township and sheriff of this
travesty. How dare a high
school student raise two vi-
cious show birds on “only”
6.5 rural acres.

What does this kid

think, the 4-H fair is going
to take place in his home-
town again this summer?

[ hope this family learns
to obey the dog-barking or-
dinance (everyone knows it
applies to birds too). If not, a

visit from the Marines might
be in order.

Todd Smithee

Lowell

outdoors

turkey time again

Every season has tra-
ditional events associated
with that time of the year.
Families head to the beach
for picnics during the sum-
mer. Fall brings some sort of
festival to hundreds of cit-
ies and small towns across
the state. In the spring, golf-
ers and gardeners now share
their enthusiasm for the sea-
son with close to 100,000
turkey hunters.

Turkeys scratch and
peck their way across both
peninsulas in increasingly
larger numbers. The big birds
are not fussy eaters, tougher
than a roach, and therefore
able to thrive in a variety of
habitats. Although turkeys
have been a designated game
bird in Michigan for a rela-
tively short time, the number
of turkey hunters has kept
pace with the expanding tur-
key population.

Sitting quietly in the
woods on a cool spring morn-

the gowell

' Dave Stegehuis

ing listening to the booming
gobble of a long beard tom
strutting into shotgun range
will make a turkey hunter
out of anyone who expe-
riences it. You have been
forewarned.

Turkeys can be hunt-
ed on thousands of acres
of public land as well as
on large and small parcels
of private property. A shot-
gun and a turkey call are all
that’s necessary to hunt tur-
keys. Of course, there are
special edition catalogs full
of optional turkey hunting
gear. Also, a major part of
hunting is learning about
the habits and life cycle of
the game which takes time
and effort. Turkey hunting
is easy to get into but will
always remain a challenge.

Hunting turkeys is an
excellent opportunity to in-
troduce a newcomer to the

Outdoors,
continued, page 7
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Letters To The Editor:

The Lowell Ledger welcomes your Letters to
the Editor. Letters are required to bear the author's
signature, phone number and address (for verification
purposes only, not for publication). Letters will be
published at the discretion of the publisher . All letters
are subject to editing for length and grammar. Thank
you letters, advertising or personal attacks will not be
printed.

Letters may be submitted via email to: ledger@
lowellbuyersguide.com (“to the Editor” in subject
line) or dropped off or mailed to: The Lowell Ledger,
105 N. Broadway, Lowell, MI 49331. Also, our
website, www.lowellbuyersguide.com has a link to
submit emails on the left side of the page.
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Ryder David VanKuiken

Dave and Rebecka
VanKuiken are proud to an-
nounce the birth of their son,
Ryder David, born January

Welcoming him home
are grandparents, Dave and
Linda VanKuiken and Orley

“fédger

Lacics celebrate
62 years of marriage

Al and Dot (Hanes) Lacic
of Lowell are celebrating
their 62nd anniversary on
May 7. The Lacics’ have five
children, Adeline Brower,

Russell Lacic and Mary
Dillard; 13 grandchildren;
five  great-grandchildren;
and  two  great-great-
grandchildren.

health

With Drs. Paul Gauthier,
Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson Il
John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

COPD

Chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease, or COPD,
is also known as emphy-
sema or chronic bronchitis.
It is a lung problem that is
usually caused by cigarette
smoking. The air spaces in
the lung are damaged and it
is hard for air to go in and
out.

When COPD worsens,
it is called an exacerbation.
During an exacerbation you
may suddenly feel short of
breath or your cough may
get worse. You may also
cough up phlegm and it may
be thicker than normal or an
unusual color.

MAY 4
John Borton,
Rhodes, Jerre Sue Smith.

David

happy
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If your symptoms
worsen, call your doctor
right away. He or she may
want to change your medi-
cines. You may need an an-
tibiotic or a medicine to re-
duce the swelling in your
airways. Some people with
bad COPD may need to be
hospitalized for treatment.

To prevent exacerba-
tions of COPD, stop smok-
ing and stay away from
other people while they are
smoking. You should also
have pneumonia and flu
shots to prevent infections.

MAY 8
Rhoda Greenman-
Batt, Rhonda Timmers,
Mary Mooney, F.J.
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Residents come to rescue in boatlng accudent at the dam

by Emma Palova

The Flat River almost
claimed its victims last Fri-
day when a pontoon boat got
caught in its high waters and
a strong current by the King
Milling Dam.

Gerid Schwartz with
son Max, 11, went boating
on Friday evening around
7:30 pm. Schwartz wanted

Matt Horan

to do a loop around the is-
land in the river and go past
the Showboat.

“l knew the water was
up in the main portion,” said
Schwartz, “usually it doesn’t
move as fast.”

But, the water was mov-
ing fast due to recent heavy
rains and a flood advisory
has been in effect since last
Tuesday.

The boat’s engine died
by the cattail marshy Iis-
land. In 15 seconds, before
Schwartz could restart the
engine, the current took the
boat to the bridge.

“The current turned the
boat sideways capsizing
the boat and pulling it un-
derneath the bridge,” said
Schwartz.

The boat got jammed
partially inverted and it
was stuck underneath the
bridge between the Judd
Carroll dentist building
and Flat River Grill. If this
hadn’t happened, the boat
would have been pulled
into the dam, according to
Schwartz.

“We  would have
drowned,” said Schwartz.

Luckily enough, guests
Pierre Tremblay and Brad-
ley Pylman, sitting on the
patio of the Flat River Grill,
saw the entire drama unfold
on the river and ran out with
assistant manager Matt Hor-
an.

“They hollered and ran
out with my assistant man-
ager to help,” said manager
Chris West.

The two held onto Hor-

an who reached down over
the concrete railing to pull
Max up. Schwartz lifted him
up from the wreckage. At
that moment, the full grav-
ity of the situation dawned
on the father.

“We were soaking wet,
clinging to the wreckage
and I was holding my son,”
said Schwartz. “It happened
so fast.”

Schwartz worked
himself upward as Horan
reached down and grabbed
him.

"It was definitely
exciting, pretty intense and
adrendline rush, said Horon.
"The little guy was very
calm and brave."

“I hung on to the wreck-
age; the current was strong
enough, pinning me to it. It
all took less than a minute,”
said Schwartz, “people were
reacting fast.”

West said it was a very
scary thing as the current
crushed the pontoon boat
into the size of a fishing
boat.

“They were sitting in
waist deep water,” said
West.

Outdoors, continued
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The crushed pontoon boat was pulled out on Monday. photo submitted by Ron Wenger

The Lowell Police De-
partment and the fire de-
partment assisted in the ac-
cident.

“It was pretty scary,”
said Sgt. Steve Bukala.
“They were heading to the
dam. The current could
pull them in if it sucks in a
boat.”

Bukala said people
don’t understand how strong
the current is year-round.

“We’re at flood stage
right now,” said Bukala.
“This is the first time this has

happened in 16 years since
[’ve been here.”

Later that night, King
Milling was alerted that a
boat was stuck up against
the bridge.

“My concern was that
the boat would come under-
neath the bridge and hit the
flood gates over the dam,”
said vice-president Steve
Doyle.

King Milling shut one
gate, but the water start-
ed rising an inch every 15
minutes flooding the base-

ments of the buildings on
the bridge. Another gate had
to be lifted to compensate.

“The water was mov-
ing very fast,” said Doyle.
“I’ve never seen anything
like this.”

Since the Kent County
Sheriff’s boat had trouble
pulling the boat upstream,

Boat accident,
continued, page 15
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Honoring War of 1812 Veterans

Members of the Na-
tional Society United States
Daughters of 1812 and the
Stephen Preston Chapter lo-
cated in Grand Rapids are
documenting service and
burial locations for all War
of 1812 Veterans buried in
Michigan.

They are photograph-
ing headstones and ordering
headstones for those who do
not have them.

W o A
o A -

Commander Herman Weststrate and other

A dedication took place
on April 30, 2011, at Merri-
man Cemetery in Alto, for
Peter Spitzer who needed
a headstone. Stephen Pres-
ton Chapter members were
joined by the National Trea-
surer of the National Society
and members from the Flat
River Post #8303 V.E.W. lo-
cated in Lowell.

Also in attendance were

members from the Flat River Post #8303 Lowell

V.F.W.

B

atvick

members of “Pillars of Hon-
or” which is working to doc-
ument and photograph the
graves of all Civil War Vet-
erans buried in Michigan.
Peter Spitzer was born
in 1790 in New York and
died on March 6, 1869 while
living in Kent County. His

wife Maria / Marian, whose
last name is unknown, was
last found on the widows’
pension list in 1883. Her
death record and burial site
has not been located. They
were married in New York
where all their children
were born. Spitzer and his

wife came to Michigan and
settled in Kent County with
their children: John, Aaron,
Mary, Nancy and Peter.
Spitzer served as a
Corporal in Captain John
Brown’s Company of the
New York Militia. For his
service, he received boun-
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ty land and his wife Maria
would draw a pension of
$8.00 a month.

We’ll never know the
sadness or joy that Spitzer
and his family experienced,
but we know the service and
sacrifice he gave.
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Pictured, left to right: Patt DeHaan, Judy Hull, Barbara Allison, Anne Abraham, Claudette Darling,

Kathy Howard and Linda Stillman from the National Society United States Daughters of 1812.
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The flag is the embodiment, not
of sentiment, but of history.

- Woodrow Wilson
(1856 - 1924)

Memorial Day is a
time to remember

On Memorial Day, it's
important to remember those
who have made the ultimate
sacrifice for our nation. We
at Social Security honor the

heroism and courage of our

military service members
and mourn for those who
have given their lives in de-
fense of freedom.

It's also important to
recognize those service
members who are still with
us, especially those who
have recently been wound-
ed. They've served us; like-
wise we serve them.

Earnings for active duty
military service or active
duty training have been cov-
ered under Social Security
since 1957. Social Securi-
ty also has covered inactive
duty service in the Armed
Forces reserves (such as
weekend drills) since 1988.

If you served in the mil-
itary before 1957, you did
not pay Social Security tax-
es, but we gave you special
credit for some of your ser-
vice.

You can get both So-
cial Security benefits and
military retirement. Gener-
ally, there is no reduction
of Social Security benefits

because of your military re-
tirement benefits. You'll get
your full Social Security
benefit based on your earn-
ings.

When you reach age 65,
you'll also be eligible for
Medicare. If you have health
care insurance from the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
(VA) or under the TRICARE
or CHAMPVA program,
your health benefits may
change or end when you be-
come eligible for Medicare.
You should contact the VA,
the Department of Defense,
or a military health benefits
advisor for more informa-
tion.

If you've served in the
Armed Forces and you're
planning your retirement,
you'll want to read our
publication, Military Ser-
vice and Social Security at
www.socialsecurity.gov/
pubs/10017.html.

Vonda VanTil is the
public affairs specialist for
West Michigan. You can
write her c/o Social Secu-
rity Administration, 50 Col-
lege SE, Grand Rapids, MI
49503 or via email at vonda.
vantil@ssa.gov

wednesday ¢ may * 4 « 2011
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Spring Into The Past tour draws good turnout

The annual Spring Into
The Past tour fundraiser
drew a good turnout in spite
of the changing weather last
weekend. The Lowell Area
Historical Museum, one of
the many stops on the tour,
put outside a clothesline to
attract attention.

“It was well attended
from all over Michigan,”
said museum educator Lu-
anne Kaeb. “We had a
steady stream of people.”

Fami
Doctor

Visitors from as far as
Livonia and Zeeland came
to check out the “best small
town museum.”

Some stopped specifi-
cally because they saw the
clothesline.

Approximately 120
people went through the mu-
seum during both days.

Museum director Pat
Allchin said she sold a lot of
raffle tickets.

j Wewant @&

s Science Diet Pet Foods

« Boarding & Grooming

= Sick or Injured Animals Seen Same Day ‘,
® Evenings & Saturday Hours Available S
= Early Drop-offs & House Calls

‘) ® 24-Hour Emergency Service

Call 897-8484

11610 East Fulon Sireet« Lowell, Michigan

Following are the win-
ners of the raffle: Nick
Blough got the first-place
prize¢ of $500; Louis
D’Agostino received sec-
ond place, a reception for 20
catered by Flat River Grill;
and S. VanStee got third
prize, one night at Main
Street Inn.

Allchin said the atten-
dance looks as good as last
year.

Alton Church was on

the tour.

Also on the tour was
Bowne schoolhouse
and old township hall

LOWE 1
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A clothesline in front of the Lowell Area Historical Museum attracted
attention.
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With Shane Beach

Each week, Shane Beach will
visit Lowell High School athletes
to find out a bit more about each

et A one and get a closer look at the
on sports kids we're all so proud of in the

commumty

When did you start playing lacrosse and why?
Freshman year. Two of my best friends were playing, so |
decided to try it. | liked it because of my friends, at first; then
when | started playing, | loved it. It is fast-paced and | just really
like how everything moves fast.

What kind of player are you on the field?
I'd like to think I'm a good team player. | like to pass a lot and | am
scrappy. Some team-mates call me “Reeces Pieces.”

What are your expectations this season? Goals?
Our team record is 5-2 so far and we can win conference if we
continue to play well. We started the season rough, but are
playing great now with a great defense.

Who has been your strongest opponent this year and why?
Northview. They are big and physical with good defense and
good shooters. Catholic Central was our other loss this year. We
should beat them, but they have fast centers and play a good
all-around game. It’s possible we could have a rematch against
either of those teams in the playoffs.

What are your favorite things about playing lacrosse?
It is fast-paced. Everyone seems to love it. It's justa fun

atmosphere.
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This Week - Keece Posthumus
Lowell Varsity Lacrosse

Do you have any rituals?

wednesday * may * 4 « 2011
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| always eat spaghetti before games. My mom makes the best

spaghetti.

What food can't you live without?

Pepperoni Pizza.

What other school activities are you involved in?
| play on the tennis team, race motorcycles and dirt bikes all over
Michigan and also snowboard in the winter.

What's in your iPod right now?
Kid Cuddy, Wiz Khalifa, Kayne West, and T.1., to name a few.

Favorite athlete or role model?
LaBron James. He made a good decision going to Heat, but |
would have picked the Bulls.

Anything else you'd like people to know?
Fans, come out and support us. We need your support when we
are home. That would be great!

Family? Mom, dad, brothers, sisters, pets?
Mom, Janet; Dad, Tony; and brothers, Cole and Blake. | am the

one in the middle.

| have a boxer dog named Rudy.

Northview defeats Lowell boys at dual meet

by Shane Beach

The Red Arrow boys’
track team had several
personal bests, but it wasn’t
quite  enough  against
Northview.

“On paper we should
have won this meet. We
had many kids who had
personal bests, but we lost
a huge amount of points in

the throws,” said head coach
Sara Ellis.

Matt Kyllonen had a
fantastic day as he finished
first in high jump, 200-
meter, 400-meter and was
part of the 4x200-meter team
that also took first. Kyllonen
scored 16.25 points.

Jacob Meyer was also
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a part of the relay team that
finished first. He took first
in the 100-meter dash and
second in the 200-meter
dash. His 4x100-relay team
also took first and Meyer
finished the day with 10.5
points.

Bryce Hrusovsky took
a first place in the 110-meter
hurdles on his way to an
eight-point day.

Leighton Watson added
six as he was part of two
relay teams finishing first,
along with a second in long
jump and third in shot put.

Dylan Brower, Robby
Coffey, Sean Khodl, Robert
Becker, Liam Kelley, Ryan
Lubbers, Calvin Meyer, and
Ben Partridge also scored
points.

Although  the Red

with 1 proof.
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Arrows came up short,
coach Ellis has set standards
high and knows great things
are in store in the future.

“I just want this team
to be on top right away.
Not only were there many
personal bests on the track
and field, there were many
other small victories as
well,” said Ellis. “Our kids
warm up as a team, cheer for
one another, are interested
in their teammates events

and are showing respect for
themselves and the teams
they go against.”

She added that she felt
proud when it was Lowell
kids, at an away meet, who
helped with the cleanup of
the hurdles off the track.

“These small victories
will eventually turn into
large ones and make this
team into the type of team
that others will want to
emulate,” added the coach.

WE SHIP UPS!

Our Prices Can't Be

Beat!

" _am Call Us for a Price

Quote!

Weight & Zip Code

Required
for a Quote

The Lowell Ledger
105 N. Broadway, 897-9261
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exploring _7

our national parkst\—=—
t Hieshetter

In the summer of 2010,
we took on one of our most
ambitious travel plans yet.
Thirty- five hundred miles,
ten states and five national
parks. All of this would take
place in only two weeks,
with one night at Walmart
and no more than three
nights in one place. How-
ever, we would also see
some of the most spectacu-
lar scenery this great coun-
try has to offer.

As usual, we leave Low-
ell after work on Thursday.
[ drive until my eyes will
no longer stay open. This
is about two in the morning
at the Walmart just outside
St Louis, Missouri. I find
that it is much harder to
stay awake when the other
three occupants of the car
are sound asleep. We pull
in and four miserable hours
of sleep later, we are on the
road again.

The first scheduled stop
was Independence, home
of the Harry Truman Na-
tional Historic Site. This
four-block area of down-
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going broke.

The following morning
after a short drive we found
Fort Larned. This national
historic site was one of eight
forts built in the mid-1800s
to protect settlers traveling
the Santa Fe Trail. South
Central Kansas was the wild
west in 1860. Settlers were
traveling on Cheyenne, Co-
manche and Arapaho home-
land. From 1859 to 1869
Fort Larned played a very
important roll in the Indian
wars.

The eight fully restored
buildings at Fort Larned
are an accurate depiction of
what military life was like in
1860. The barracks are fully
furnished with period furni-
ture. Each bed is made up
with the one wool blanket
issued to that soldier for the
long cold winter. Uniforms
and firearms stood at the
ready. A trip to Fort Larned
is much more educational
for two eight-year-olds than
the tourist town of Dodge
City just twenty miles to the
South.

Hieshetter family on top of High Dune

town Independence is the
location of Truman's home,
library and museum. After
a brief stop at the visitors’
center, to get junior ranger
badges for the kids, we pull
the trailer over to the library
and grave site. Anyone with
an interest in the Korean
War or the A-bomb should
visit this site. Our stay was
far too short at this very his-
toric site, but the road was
calling once again.

Night two was spent at
Kanoplis Reservoir near
Salina, Kansas. As with all
Corps of Engineer camp-
grounds, this one was a bar-
gain. Full electric and water
hookup with a great beach
for swimming. All for just
eight bucks. It's no wonder
our federal government is

Traveling old US-50 across
the vast plains of Western
Kansas into Colorado gives
you the opportunity to visit
many national historic sites.
Fort Dodge, Fort Lyon, Kit
Carson Museum and the
Sand Creek Massacre site
are just a few. We had time
for only two with Bent's Old
Fort being the second after
Fort Larned.

Bent's Old Fort was
more of a trading post than
an army fort. The fort was
built in 1833 on the north
bank of the Arkansas River.
At the time, the river was
the border with Mexico to
the south. The fort was built
of adobe since this area had
limited timber.

As with Fort Larned,
Bent's Old Fort is fully re-

7 ’.
Bent's Old Fort

stored. Park rangers wear
period clothing, such as flan-
nel pants and shirts, on an
80-degree day while stoking
a campfire that was always
burning. Peacocks roam the
grounds, as they did in 1840
as sentries, blaring at night
if something was not right.
At the time, Bent's Old Fort
was one of the leading in-
dustries west of the Missis-

sippi. This was the edge of
the new frontier and should
not be missed if you are ever
in this part of Colorado.

Four hours west of Bent's
Old Fort lies one of Colo-
rado's four national parks.
The Great Sand Dunes Na-
tional Park and Preserve.
With sand dunes towering
750 feet, Great Sand Dunes
National Park is home to the
tallest sand dune in Ameri-
ca. With these dunes nestled
up to the 14,000 foot peaks
of the Sangre De Cristo
Mountains, it is also one of
the most impressive sites in
America.

Pinyon Flats Campground
was to be our home for
the next three nights. This
campground is located on
the slopes of the Sangre De

vy
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Cristo Mountains. Morning
views consisted of the sun
breaking over the mountains
behind you illuminating the
dunes in front of you. In the
evening, as the sun sets be-
hind the tallest dune in North
America, the Crestone Peak
at 14,300 feet would shine
for another half an hour.

Great Sand Dunes Nation-
al Park is unique in the fact
that it en-
compasses
treeless al-
pine tundra,
desertlike
dune fields
and rich
wetlands. In
the spring,
as the high
mountain
snows melt,
Medano
Creek  be-
comes a
beachfront
playground.
However,
on our Visit
in July, the
water  had
become just
a trickle.

Our first
full day
started with
a hike to the
tallest dune which is called
Star Dune. From the dune
parking lot we had to hike
some two and a half miles
into the dune field. With 30-
square miles of sand and no
trails, you are pretty much
on your own. An early start
is necessary since the sand
can easily reach 140 degrees
in the summer. It must also
be known that you are start-
ing your hike at 8,100 feet
above sea level. It is not
like hiking Sleeping Bear
Dunes.

Our daughter, Sierra,
seemed to have the most
energy at seven in the morn-
ing. With her camelback full
of water, she took off across
the flats toward the dunes. It
soon became apparent that
it was much easier to climb
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the dunes without our shoes.
They would fill up with sand
which then added several
pounds to our already sub-
stantial weight.

We also discovered that
dunes do not go straight up
to the highest point. They
go up and back down again.
You follow a ridge line to
a peak only to have to de-
scend to the base of another
ridge line. At this rate we
would not make Star Dune
by lunchtime and back to
the base before the heat of
a July afternoon kicked in.
Our new goal was to sum-
mit High Dune, so named
because from the parking lot
it looked like the tallest dune
in the park. This also would
save two miles of hiking.

Although she started
with the most energy, Sierra
quickly faded to the rear.
She now needed constant
encouragement  from the
rest of us. One thing [ have
learned from all the hiking
done with the kids is that
they only look at the small
picture. They know what the
shortterm goal is. Get to the
top of the dune, have lunch,
some water and relax. They
don't think about the need to
go back. This short-sight-
edness on their part is very
beneficial in getting them to
the turnaround point.

We were able to reach the
summit of High Dune by
lunchtime. At 650 feet above
the floor, it still offered a
great view of the moun-
tains and the fires burning
there. Oh, | forgot to men-
tion that most of the park
was closed because of for-
est fires, including one that
was burning not far from the
campground. This was very
evident from our current po-
sition on High Dune.

As the old saying goes,
what goes up, must come
down. And, it is always
easier to descend from a
summit. Whether it is a 650-
foot dune or a 14,000-foot
mountain, for the most part,
you are guaranteed to be go-

o ?."J_--.',

ing downhill the whole way.
However, walking back in
the midday heat, it was go-
ing to be necessary to put
the shoes back on because
the sand had gotten so hot
we were unable to stand for
long with our bare feet. This
small problem just meant we
would have to stop and emp-
ty our shoes out a few times
on the descent. It was nice
to know that the cool waters
of Medano Creek were wait-
ing for us at the end of this
journey.

The rest of the afternoon
was spent hiking to Zapata
Falls. This hike requires a
short drive out of the park
and driving three miles up
a washboard gravel road to
the trailhead. Then a short
hike to the falls hidden deep
in the sub alpine forest. The
things you can see when you
just hike a short distance
off the main road are spec-
tacular and almost always
worth the extra effort. The
view from this trailhead also
provides a great view of the
dune field and the San Luis
Valley. It is especially spec-
tacular at sunset.

The following day was
spent exploring the San Luis
Valley. Alamosa, which is
the home of the Rio Grande
Scenic Railroad and Alamo-
sa National Wildlife Refuge.
Then on to Hooper, which
has the Sand Dunes Pool, a
large 100-degree hot springs
pool with a view of the
dunes to the east. The kids
loved this!

One more night and we
had to pull out. We had four
more national parks to visit
on this trip. Stay tuned next
time as we pull into Dur-
Colorado, the gate-
way to Mesa Verde National
Park (as well as river rafting,
horseback riding. a bear and
a microbrewery).

ango,

If you've missed any of

my articles, it is also possi-
ble to catch up on past trips

by visiting our blog at www.
nationalparkswithtwins.

blogspot.com

B RS SRTEEEY. X ST - O o LY TN TSy




()
L
L
4\
B
'l
-~
‘.
‘\

B o e -

R . f

T
e iy

ilv‘»

> NI e
b g

page 12

obituaries

BALCOM

Steven Charles Balcom, age 60, of Saranac, passed
away at his home on Friday, April 29, 2011. He was
preceded in death by his father, C. Oren Balcom and
mother, Anna Doris Balcom. Surviving is his daughter,
Angie (Larry) Putchaven; grandchildren, Levi, Christian,
Gavin, Miles; sister, Gerri (Franklin) Holwerda; many
aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins, and special
friends; his companion, Debra Briggs; and her son,
Dean Briggs. Steve was an excellent marine mechanic
working several years for many marinas in Florida and
in Michigan, including Nunica and Murray Lake. His
passion for motors and running his boat “My Other Joy”
at Hardy Dam was special. His love for his 23 cats was
exceptional. Memorial service will be held Saturday at
1:30 pm at Roth-Gerst Chapel, 305 N. Hudson, Lowell.
Rev. Rick Blunt of First United Methodist Church — Lowell
officiating. Interment Oakwood Cemetery. Visitation
will be 12:30 to 1:30 pm. Memorial contributions to the
lonia County Animal Shelter, 275 E. Sprague, lonia, Ml
48816 would be appreciated.

DRAFT SYNOPSIS
OF THE
REGULAR MEETING OF THE
LOWELL CITY COUNCIL
MONDAY, MAY 2, 2011

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilmem-
ber Schrauben.

Motion to approve the agenda as modified.

Motion to approve the minutes of the April 18,
2011 regular meeting as corrected.

Motion to approve the minutes of the April 25,
2011 special meeting as presented.

Motion to approve the minutes of the April 30,
2011 special meeting as presented.

Motion to approve the accounts payables as
presented.

Motion that Mark A. Howe be the lead candi-
date for the City Manager position and Mat-
thew Butts as the alternate candidate.

Motion to direct City Attorney Richard Wendt
to negotiate the contract of the City Manager
position with the assistance of Bill Baldridge.

Motion to set the public hearings for May 16
and June 6, 2011 for the consideration of the
2011-2012 City Budget.

Motion to approve the closure of Mercer be-
tween Hudson and Riverside on Saturday,
June 11, 2011 from 5 p.m. to 12 midnight.

Motion to adopt the ordinance for sidewalk in-
spection and compliance upon sale or transfer
of abutting property.

Motion to close Avery from Riverwalk Plaza to
Washington Street on Thursday, July 7, 2011
to Saturday, July 9, 2011.

Motion to adjourn at 8:08 p.m. The next regu-
larly scheduled meeting will be Monday, May
16, 2011.

Complete minutes will be available after ap-
proved on May 16, 2011 on the City’s web
page at www.ci.lowell.mi.us or at City Hall.

Betty R. Morlock
City Clerk
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KLINE

Betty Lou Kline, age 78, lifetime resident of Lowell
and member of First United Methodist Church, went to
be with her Lord Friday, April 29, 2011, surrounded by her
children. Betty was preceded in death by her husband,
Leslie Kline and great-grandson, Aaron Lee Scott. She
is survived by her children, Christine Grames, Robert
and Sharell Wolf Jr., Barbara and Alex Modzelewski,
and Carol Ayers; step-children, Michael and Pam Kline,
Daniel and Jamie Kline, Albert and Rita Kline, and
Phillip Kline. Betty has a very special nephew, Cary
Lewis; nieces, Wicky Alverez and Mona Jean Buete; 10
grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren; and three great,
great-grandchildren. A memorial service was held
at First United Methodist Church on Monday, May 2,
2011. In lieu of flowers, contributions are suggested to
be made to Noah’s Gift, c/o Community Foundation of
Northwest MS, 321 Losher St., Hernando, MS 38632 or
American Cancer Society, Hope Lodge, 129 Jefferson

S.E., Grand Rapids, Ml 49503.

D0 0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.6.6.6.00000.0.0.0.060600.0.00.0

— LEGAL NOTICE —

NOTICE TO The decedent was the
CREDITORS Grantor of the Gerald

The Gerald V. Spencer V. Spencer Living
Living Trust, dated Trust. Creditors of the
November 5, 1992. decedent are notified
Date of Birth: May 23, that all claims against
1910. the Trust will be

forever barred unless

TO ALL INTERESTED presented tothe Trustee

PERSONS:

Your interest in the
Trust may be barred
or affected by the
following:

The decedent, Gerald
Vanderlip Spencer,
whose last known
address was 5320
Meadowmoor, NE,
Belmont, Michigan
49306, died on June 23,
2000.

of the Trust, Pamela
Wittenbach, 11380
Hart, NE, Greenville, MI
48838, within four (4)
months of the date of
the publication of this
Notice.

Notice is further given
that the Trust will be
thereafter assigned
and distributed to the
persons entitled to its
assets.

VERGENNES
TOWNSHIP

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC NOTICE

There will be a meeting of the Vergennes
Township Zoning Board of Appeals on
Wednesday, May 25, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Vergennes Township offices located at 10381
Bailey Dr. PO Box 208, Lowell to hear the fol-

lowing business:

Applicant Ryan Peel is requesting setback vari-
ances from section 201.432 (D) (2) & (4) (Wire-
less Communication Facilities) to construct two
towers to host high speed internet services
closer to lot lines than the required tower height
setback of the structures. The towers are pro-
posed to be located at 9777 Vergennes St and

13101 Beckwith Dr within the Rural Agriculture

District.

The members may review any other business
that may come before them as permitted by the
Michigan Zoning Enabling Act and Vergennes
Township Zoning Ordinance.

The complete application can be reviewed at
the Vergennes Township Hall from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
Public comment will be heard at the meeting.
Written comments received by mail, in person
or in the mail slot located at the office entrance
will also be considered if received at the Town-
ship office prior to 7:00 p.m. on the day of the
meeting. Comments may also be emailed to:
zoning@vergennestwp.org

Vergennes Township ZBA
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Don’t forget to file
for Medicare at 65

You’ve made your de-
cision: although you’re el-
igible to collect Social Se-
curity payments, you’ve
decided to delay receiving
your retirement benefits to
receive a higher amount
later. That’s great but don’t
forget about Medicare.

Even if you decide
to wait until after you are
age 65 to apply for retire-
ment benefits, most people
should apply for Medicare
coverage at age 65. If you’d
like to begin your Medicare
coverage, you should ap-
ply within four months of
reaching age 65.

There’s a fast, conve-
nient, and simple way to
apply online for Medicare
in as little as 10 minutes —
even if you’re not ready to
receive retirement benefits.
Just visit www.socialsecu-
rity.gov/medicareonly.

At the website, you’ll
find more than just the on-
line Medicare application.
You’ll also find information
about Medicare, and have
the opportunity to watch a
short, fun video reuniting

the cast of The Patty Duke
Show to tell you about the
ease and convenience of
filing for Medicare online.

It’s important to note
that people who already
receive Social Security re-
tirement or disability ben-
efits do not need to apply
for Medicare; they will be
automatically enrolled.

There is no additional
charge for Medicare hospi-
tal insurance (Part A) since
you already paid for it by
working and paying Medi-
care tax. There is a month-
ly premium for medical
insurance (Part B), it is
$115.40 in 2011.

To learn more about
this and other Medicare
considerations, read our
online publication, Medi-
care, at www.socialsecuri-
ty.gov/pubs/10043.html.

Vonda VanTil is the
public affairs specialist for
West Michigan. You can
write her c/o Social Se-
curity Administration, 50
College SE, Grand Rap-
ids, MI 49503 or via email
at vonda.vantil@ssa.gov
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ness hours.

this publication.

CITY OF
- LOWELL

KENT COUNTY MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ADOPTION AND SUMMARY OF
AN ORDINANCE TOADDARTICLE IlI, “SIDE-
WALK INSPECTION AND COMPLIANCE
UPON SALE OR TRANSFER OF ABUTTING
PROPERTY,” TO CHAPTER 19, “STREETS,
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLAC-

ES,” OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF
THE CITY OF LOWELL

The Lowell City Council adopted Ordinance
No. 11-06 adding Article Ill, “Sidewalk Inspec-
tion and Compliance Upon Sale or Transfer
of Abutting Property,” to Chapter 19, “Streets,
Sidewalks and Other Public Places,” of the
Code of Ordinances of the City of Lowell on
May 2, 2011. Ordinance No. 11-06 requires
the inspection and, if required, the repair of
sidewalks, driveway approaches and retain-
ing walls at the time of sale or transfer of
abutting or adjacent property within the City.
A complete copy of Ordinance No. 11-06 is
available for review at City Hall, 301 E. Main
Street, Lowell, Michigan, during regular busi-

Ordinance No. 11-06 is effective 10 days after

Betty R. Morlock
City Clerk
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office hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Fri.8 a.m. -2 p.m.

closed Sat. & Sun.

for sale

PRICE REDUCED - low
down, 2 bedroom single
wide mobile on very nice
wooded lot. Newer well &
septic system. $58,800.
Call Ron at 616-291-1413.

.......................................

MATTRESS SETS - Buy di-
rect from local warehouse.
Priceslessthan Sam’s, Art,
Dr, Carson City. Queen pil-
lowtops $249 brand new. Al
sizes. R.C.D. Direct, 1803
Plainfield NE. 616-682-
4767. Can deliver.

.......................................

BOB'S 14TH ANNUAL
BIRDHOUSE SALE - nice
selection of bluebird, wren
& bathouses:; also feeders.
All cedar, solid construc-
tion, best prices around.
Bob’s Birdhouses, 12279
60th St., Alto. 868-6633.

.......................................

1999 OLDSMOBILE SIL-
HOUETTE VAN - good
condition, 140,000 miles,
asking $4,000. Call 269-
948-0502.+

.......................................

POTTED TREES - Maple,
Spruce & Pine, $10 & up.
616-761-7588.

.......................................

MATTRESS - All new sets.
Twin $125, full $149, queen
$159, king $199 up. Pillow-
top set$175 up. Bunkbeds,
58 choices, $199 up. Can
deliver. 616-682-4767.

.......................................

2007 FLEETWOQOD POP-
UP CAMPER - Electric lid
rise, 2 queen beds, sleeps
7-8, stove, refrigerator, grill.
$7,000. Ph. 897-7548. -

.......................................

FOR SALE - 14 ft. fishing
boat & trailer, boat seats,
electric motor, waders,
fishing vest, fishing poles,
reels, lures, Ig. fishing box,
misc. 897-5781.

.......................................

ELIMINATE YOUR HEAT-
ING BILLS - with Classic
Outdoor Wood Furnace
from Central Boiler. Sale.
Call SOS your “Stocking
Dealer” Dutton, M|l 616-
554-8669 or 616-915-
5061.

.......................................

FURNITURE - Green sofa
recliner and rocker recliner,
excellent condition, $450.
Call 616-893-4583.

.......................................

MEMORY FOAM OR LA-
TEXMATTRESS - Relieves
back “PAIN!" Best prices in
Michigan. Queen starting
at $499. King $699. R.C.D.
Direct. 616-682-4767. Can
deliver.

.......................................

PLEASENOTE:Adsplaced
in this category must be
prepaid.

.......................................

FREE PASTURE - Look-
ing for 2-3 grazing animals
(prefer horses) for the eat-
ing season. 2 acres, fenced
w/water & shade. Animal
loving family. Alden Nash,
Alto. 868-6210.

.......................................

wanted

WANTED - older fuel
oil with or without
tank. Please call 897-
6892.

for rent

HALL FOR RENT - Lowell
Veteran's Center, 3100
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private,
great location & great rate!
www.viw8303.0rg. Call
John at 299-0486 or 897-
8303.

.......................................

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on
Alden Nash, 1 mile
South of 196. Call for
specials 558-2900. .

LOWELL MOBILE HOME
PARK - Under new man-
agement. Nice 1, 2 & 3
bedroom trailers for rent.
Rent from $350 - $550. For
info call George at616-754-
0276 or 616-813-8041 .

.......................................

ONE BEDROOM APART-
MENT - downtown Lowell,
utilities included, no pets,
$150/week. Call Bob, 299-
3198 or 897-7176.

.......................................

help wanted

LAURELS HEALTH CARE
CO.-isanational providerof
skilled nursing, sub-acute,
& assisted living services.
Laurels of Kent, a 153-bed
facility, has an excellent
opportunity for CENAs. We
offer a competitive salary,
great working environment
w/supportive staff & excel-
lent benefit.pkg-including 1
wk vacation after 6 mths.
We have full & part-time
as well as PRN positions
avail. for any CENAs or
nursing staff. All shifts. If
you have a professional,
caring attitude, at least 1
yr exp. & enjoy working in
a fast paced environment,
then we may be the place
for you. Send resume to
Terrie Kerschen, RN, DON
at the Laurels of Kent, 350
N. Center St., Lowell, Ml
49331 or fax 897-0081.

.......................................

card of
thanks

We would like to express
how grateful we are for all
the kindness showed to our
family after the passing of
our son, Ethan Matthew
Hedlund. All of the flowers,
cards, donations, visits &
food were greatly appreci-
ated. It was nice to see so
many people at the visita-
tions & funeral. Ethan was
a wonderful son, brother,
grandson, great-grandson,
nephew, cousin & friend.
Our home will never be
the same without him, but
we know God will help us
through this loss. We thank
you all from the bottom of
our hearts.
The Lett-Hedlund
Family,
Aaron, Jamie, Evan,
Breanne, Isis, & William

A BIG THANK YOU to ev-
eryone who helped save
myself and my son from
the Flat River Dam.

Gerid Schwartz

cl

HUGE GRAND SLAM
MOVING SALE - Fri., May
6 & Sat.,, May 7. Bring
your pickup truck for this
one! 1631 Stonewood Dr.,
9 a.m. - ? Sat. after 12:00
1/2 off.

---------------------------------------

HUGE DOWNSIZING
SALE - May 5, 6 & 7.
1252 Fun St. Moving sale.
Household, lawn/garden,
books, sewing/craft, fur-
niture, appliances, much
more.

.......................................

LARGE YARD SALE -
May6 & 7,9am.-4p.m.
1030 Hunt St., Lowell. W.
of Lincoln Lake. Electric
guitar, Guitar Hero, fish
tanks & accessories, toys,
clothes, some furniture, x-
box, household decor, cell
& i-phone accessories.

.......................................

MOVING SALE-crib,
twin bed, race car
bed,Amishbedroom
suite, aquarium,
tools, scrapbooking,
infant car seat, stroll-
er, adult, children,
& infant clothing,
kids toys, gazebo,
& much more. 165
Tia Trail. Sat., May
7,910 6.

SALE - My wife has passed
away so I'm downsizing.
Fri.&Sat.,May6 &7, 10820
Lockewood, Eastgate.

.......................................

HUGE MOVING SALE
- Everything must go. Fri.,
May 6 only, 10-3 p.m. 803
N. Washington, Lowell.

.......................................

GARAGE SALE - House-
hold items, Dale Earnhart
memorabilla, kids items, 3
in 1 crib, 732 Godfrey, Fri.,
May 6 & Sat., May 7.

.......................................

7 FAMILY SALE - Fri. & Sat.
May 6 & 7. DieCast cars,
wood train, Princess Diana
dolls, tools, cookbooks,
yarnand crafts, dishes from
an estate and misc. 11024
Woodbush.

.......................................

misc.

CRUISE IN FOR THE
CORNER’S CAR/BIKE
SHOW - Saturday, May 7,
9- 3 p.m. at Lowell Lanes,
11550 Fulton St. E. $10
entry fee. Free to specta-
tors. Show awards top 15.
All profits will be donated
to the Corner Family mis-
sionary trip to Slovakia.
Contact Megan, 616-437-
1701 w/questions. No calls
after 9 p.m.

.......................................

SNOW UNIT-
ED METHODIST
CHURCH - at 3189
Snow Ave. SE will
serve a family style
Pork & Dressing din-
ner on Wednesday,
May 11th, starting at
5:30pm.Adults are $9,
Children 6-12 are $3,
andchildren5 & under
are free. Take out din-

“[édger

assifieds

ners also available.

services

TAXES, PAYROLL,
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE
- by certified Quickbooks
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
63511

.......................................

BRICK - BLOCK - STONE
-Chimney repair & concrete
work. Call 897-0698 ask

for Darryl.

.......................................

NEED A DUMP-
STER? - Dudley's
Dumpsters. Dump-
sterspriced togetrid
of your trash & save
youcash!Garage, at-
tic, household clean-
up, roofing, trash,
junk etc. 14 to 20
yards available. Call
for free estimates.
Contact Doug 616-
295-6640.

HANDY REPAIR SERVICE
- All kinds of service work:
locks rekeyed, deadbolts
installed, screen & window
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.

.......................................

AUTO DETAILING SER-
VICE - Serving Lowell for
over 3 years. Call for ap-
pointment, 706-4421, ask
for Eric. Professional Car
Appearance, LLC.

.......................................
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services

LAWN & ORDER - Lawn
Care Services, reliable &
reasonable rates. Call for
estimate, Jake Theisen,
616-881-1535.

.......................................

OUTDOOR PARTY
CANOPY TENT - for
rent. Table and chair
package available,
set up included. Call
446-2048.

DANI'S CLEANING SER-
VICE - Spring cleaning
discounts. Detail cleaning,
organizing, gardening & of-
fices. 12 years experience.
616-322-3634.

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
- excavation & dozer
work, trucking - sand,
blackdirt, road gravel,
crushed concrete &
asphalt millings. Call
Jim Lillie, 691-7540.
Lillie Digging & Doz-
ing, LLC.

PROFESSIONAL TREE
CLIMBER NEEDS WORK
- Fully insured. Remov-
als, trims, chipping, stump
grinding. Call Dan for
free estimate at 616-970-
3832.

.......................................

services

WATSON'S HANDYMAN
SERVICE - Decks, Doors,
Drywall Repair, Misc. Re-
pairs. Small jobs welcome.
As always 10% senior
citizen discount. Call Steve
897-6906.

.......................................

LEGAL SERVICES - Save
the costof gas & don'ttravel
out of town to receive high
quality legal services. We
are your local legal con-
nection. Mention this ad &
receive a $50 credit toward
exemplary legal services.
Davis Legal Advocates
897-7010.

COMPUTERREHAB-
$65 all repairs- Virus
& Spyware removal.
No diagnostic fees!
Mon. - Sat., 505-B
West Main, Lowell.
987-1155, www.com-
puterRehab.ws

YOUR CHILD STRUG-
GLING IN SCHOOL? -
Tutoring/Academic Mentor-
ing. Educational programs
at The Hammock. Call
616-893-5661, mention ad
& receive 10% off. www.

hammocklearning.com

.......................................

PLEASENOTE -Coming Events
are for non-profit organizations.
If you are charging admission
for an event - it is considered an
advertisement. Coming events
areranonaspace available basis
& ARE NOT GUARANTEED TO
RUN. If you would like to make
sure your event is placed in the
paper, please call our office &
place it as a classified ad. We
will not run ANY Garage or Rum-
mage Sales as a coming event.
All Coming Events or changes
to coming events should be sub-
mitted by fax: 897-4809 , email:
classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.
com, by mail: PO Box 128, Lowell,
MI 49331 or in person: 105 N.
Broadway, Lowell.

......................................

GRIEF - ADULT GROUP - Each
Tuesday, 2-3 p.m. & second &
fourth Tuesdays 5:30 - 7 p.m. A
committed group for adults who
have experienced the death of a
family member or friend.Gilda's
Club - Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S.
Hudson, Lowell.

GRIEF - KIDS GROUP - Second
& fourth Tuesdays, 5:30 - 7 p.m.
A committed group for children
in first - fourth grade on a grief
journey. Incorporates curriculum-
based activities, dicussion & fun.
Gilda’s Club - Lowell Clubhouse,
314 S. Hudson, Lowell.

......................................

GRIEF - NEW MEMBER MEET-
ING - Callthe clubhouse to sched-
ule your introductory meeting
for grief support groups. Gilda's
Club - Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S.
Hudson, Lowell, 897-8600.

......................................

TEEN GROUP - CANCER AND
GRIEF - First & third Tuesdays,
5:30 - 7 p.m. A committed group
for teens in ninth - twelfth grade
on a cancer or grief journey.
Incorporates curriculum-based
activities & discussion. Gilda's
Club - Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S.
Hudson, Lowell.

FLAT RIVER WOOD CARVERS
-meets every Tuesday, 6:30-8:30
p.m. at the Lowell Area Chamber
of Commerce.

.......................................

FREEADDICTIONS PROGRAM
- every Friday, 7 p.m. at Bible
Believers Church, 404 N. Hudson
St., Lowell. For more information
call 616-485-2385.

MOTHERSWHOHAVEORHAVE
HAD - sons/daughters serving
in the military. We are meeting
on the 3rd Wednesday of every
month. For more info call Sally
616-761-2042.

.......................................

LOWELL AREA PRAYER &
HEALING ROOMS - located in
the FROM building, 11535 Fulton
Street, most Monday evenings, 6-
8 p.m. Christian Scripture based.
No cost or fees, no appointment
necessary, confidentiality re-
spected.

KENTCOUNTY NARFE GROUP
- for retired & current federal em-
ployees meetthe 2nd Thursday at
Trinity Lutheran Church, 2700 E.
Fulton, 1/2 mile west of E. Beltline.
Potluck at 12:30 p.m. & meeting
begins at 1:30 p.m. Call Ed Moore
for time, 616-784-6716.

FAMILY STORYTIME - Thurs-
days, now - May 5, 10:30 a.m.
Share books, stories, rhymes,
music & movement as a family.
Develop early literacy skills &
encourage a love of reading. For
children ages 6 & under with a
caregiver. Englehardt Branch Li-
brary, 200 N. Monroe St., Lowell.
616-784-2007.

.......................................

PAJAMA STORYTIME - May 25,
6:30 p.m. For families who can't
come to the library during the
day. Pajama storytime offers an
evening of stories & fun. Pajamas
optional. For children ages 6 &
under with a caregiver. Englehardt
Branch Library, 200 N. Monroe St.,
Lowell. 616-784-2007.

(Community (alendar

RHYME TIME MUSIC & MOVE-
MENT - Fridays, May 6 - May 27,
11 a.m. Move & groove together
with action rhymes, songs, games
& hands-on musical activities
that will help children develop
motor, listening & literacy skills.
For children ages 6 & under with
a caregiver. Englehardt Branch
Library, 200N. Monroe St., Lowell.
616-784-2007.

FAMILY STORYTIME - Mondays,
thruMay 30, 10 a.m. Share books,
stories, rhymes, music & move-
ment as a family. Develop early
literacy skills & encourage a love
of reading. For children ages 6
& under with a caregiver. Alto
Branch Library, 6071 Linfield Ave,
616-784-2007

QUA-KE-ZIK SPORTSMANS
CLUB - 8731 Riverside Dr.,
Saranac. Open to the public on
Sundays thruOct. 30, Except Holi-
day weekends. For more info call
642-9800. www.Qua-Ke-Zik.or

.......................................

ALTOLIONSCLUB - Meets 1st&
3rd Thursday at 7 p.m. at Keiser's
Kitchen.

KDLville RIBBON-CUTTING
PARTY - 10:30 a.m. on Thurs.,
May 12 at Englehardt Branch
Library. KDLville is KDL's new
early literacy play space. Families
w/children 6 & under are invited
forcrafts, games, balloon animals,
face painting & a dance party.
Englehardt Branch Library, 200
N. Monroe St., Lowell. 616-784-
2007. www.kdl.org

ANGEL FOOD MINISTRIES -
Sign up at the Nazarene Church,
201 N. Washington St., Sat., May
14,10 a.m. - noon. You may also
order online using your debit or
creditcard. Goto: www.angelfood
ministries.com. Any questions, call
Esther 897-7395.

.......................................



http://www.ci.loweli.mi.us
mailto:vonda.vantil@ssa.gov
mailto:zoning@vergennestwp.org
http://www.vfw8303.org
http://www.Qua-Ke-Zik.or
http://www.kdl.org
http://www.angelfood

BOYS VARSITY BASEBALL

* Denotes a home game at Cherry Creek Ball Field

5/5at4:15 p.m. at EGR
5/10 at 4:15 p.m. at Northview - double heade
5/12 at 4:15 p.m. Northview*
5/14 time TBA Aquinas Tournament
5/17 at 4:30 p.m. Greenville* - double hea
5/19 at 4:15 p.m. Greenville y
5/21 at 11 a.m. Grand Ledge" - double he "er A

5/23 at 4:15 p.m. Forest Hills Eastern* - double
header 3
5/28 at 10 a.m. Oxford High School - double
header

e

GIRLS VARSITY SOFTBALL |

* Denotes a home game at Cherry Creek Ball Field

5/5 at 4:15 p.m. EGR*
5/10 at 4:15 p.m. Northvuew 7 double header

s YT
e é ¥

5/16 at 4:30 p.m. Hudsonﬁli‘%; - double header

-

* Denotes a home meet at Red Arrow Stadium

fleets begin at 4:15 p.m. unless indicated

= 5/5 Greenville*
2 Conference at Greenville
6 time TBA Jon Bos Meet

5/17 at 4:15 p.m. Greenville* - double header :

5/19 at 4:15 p.m. EGR g
5/25 at 4 p.m. Tichelaar Tournament®

GIRLS VARSITY TENNIS

* Denotes a home meet at H.S. Tennis Courts

5/5 at 4 p.m. Portland
5/9 at 4 p.m. Greenville*
5/12 at 4 p.m. Hudsonville

5/14 at 9 a.m. Conference*

|

NN

" GIRLS VARSITY LACROSSE >

* Denotes a home game. All times TBA

5/4 Northview*
5/9 GR Christian
5/11 Grand Haven*
5/16 Caledonia*

.- cm?‘.-...,,. r#. v

5/18 West Ottawa

This Page Brought To You By
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GIRLS VARSITY SOCCER

*

5/13 at 6:45 p.m. Cedar Springs*

Denotes a home game at Red Arrow Stadium

5/4 at 6:45 p.m. Greenville
5/9 at 6:45 p.m. Reeths Puffer
5/11 at 5:45 Creston

5/16 at 6:45 p.m. GR Christian*
5/18 at 7:15 p.m. EGR
5/23 at 7:15 p.m. Northview
5/25 at 6:45 p.m. Greenville*

A

5/16 at 3:30 p.m. Greenville/Northview*

. BOYS VARSITY GOLF

# at 3:30 p.m. Northview/Creston*

5/23 time TBA Conference at Thornapple Point

" otes a home meet at Deer Run Golf Course

:5/5 at 3:15 p.m. Kenowa Hills
+ 1 5/9 at 3:30 p.m. EGR*

h

¥ §I11 at 3:30 p.m. Greenville

5/18 at 3:30 p.m. GR Christian
5/20 at 3:30 p.m. Caledonia*

WWW. lowellschools.com
. 'Be sure to read the
Lowell Ledger for

LAS Spring Sports.

please Visit

coverage of the

, A /¢ :
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616 897-0787

It's so funny that the neighbor called the
cops on us because my husband was letting our
chickens run for a while. And they were not
hurting anyone at all. So we had a good laugh.

I'm driving the speed limit posted. Gas today
is $4.29. Three drivers passed me on M-21. Maybe
they can afford gas wasted speeding past me, I
cancelled dental work and a surgery.

Originally we were from the east side of
the state. We have lived in Lowell for the last
25 years and have never regretted our move to
Lowell. We’ve enjoyed the friends we’ve made,
the shops we frequent, the yearly events and the
overall cleanliness of the city. We’re looking very
much forward to the next 25 years. Thank you to
everyone for making this such a wonderful city
to live in.

. .- Beth Bieri

last week’s

Sound Ofpr" resu It:

Do you plan on watching
the royal wedding?

Yes! I'm excited. seeeececccecescescescescccecccecce 1 2%
No! It's a waste of time. eeeseccecescccsceccescece 75%
What Weddmg? e00sccsecscecscsccssccesssssseccee 139

APRIL 27 - MAY 3

« Osama Bin Laden is dead, President Obama
announces Sunday nightin a televised address
to the nation. His death was the result of a U.S.
operation launched in Pakistan. After a fire
fight, a small team of American forces killed
Bin Laden and took possession of his body.
The mission was a kill mission, not capture.

* Nearly 23 million Americans rise early on Friday
to watch Prince William and Kate Middleton tie
the knot.

* Investigators locate and recover the missing
black box recorder from a 2009 Air France
flight, remarkable deep sea discovery they
hope will explain why the aircraft went down
and killed all 228 people on board.

“lédger
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About Our Environment

Dear EarthTalk: Recently
the UN voted to declare ac-
cess to safe and clean water

a “human right.” Isn't that

a no-brainer? What are the
ramifications of this declara-
tion? -- P. James, Bos-

ton, MA

In July 2010 the Unit-
ed Nations (UN) agreed to
a new resolution declaring
the human right to “safe and
clean drinking water and

sanitation.” One hundred
twenty-two nations voted
in favor of the resolution;
41 (primarily developed)
countries abstained; and
there were zero “no” votes.
The agreement comes on the
heels of a protracted effort
on the part of Bolivia and 30
other (mostly developing)
nations determined to im-
prove access to clean water
and proper sanitation sys-

!

tems for the poorer human
residents of the planet.
Bolivia's  Permanent
Representative to the UN,
Pablo Solon, cheered pas-
sage of the resolution that

.- he had campaigned hard for,

and stressed the need to rec-
ognize access to safe drink-
ing water and sanitation
as a human right as global
supplies of fresh water get
fewer and farther between.
“Approximately one out of
every eight people does not
have drinking water,” So-
lon told reporters. “In just
one day, more than 200 mil-
lion hours of the time used
by women is spent collect-
ing and transporting water
for their homes.” According
to the declaration, approxi-
mately 884 million people
lack access to safe drinking
water.

“The lack of sanita-
tion is even worse, because
it affects 2.6 billion people
[or] 40 percent of the glob-
al population,” Solon said,
citing a 2009 World Health
Organization and UNICEF
study which found some
24,000 children in devel-
oping countries were dy-
ing each day from prevent-
able causes like diarrhea
resulting from polluted wa-
ter. “This means that a child
dies every three-and-a-half
seconds,” added Solon.

The  resolution - it-
self carries no regulatory
weight, but backers view
it as important to raising
awareness of the problem
and engendering support
for solutions. “We are call-
ing for actions...in commu-
nities around the world to
ensure that the rights to wa-
ter and sanitation are imple-
mented,” said Anil Naidoo
of the Council of Canadians,
a group that has been crucial
in the international struggle
for the right to clean water.
“Governments, aid agencies

Boat accident, continued

Greg Canfield assisted with
his backhoe to pull the boat
to the side.

“This was an urgent
situation,” said Canfield.
“They were struggling.”

By 1:00 am the boat
was secured to the side and
pulled out on Monday morn-
ing.

“We’re lucky nobody

drowned,” said Canfield. “It
was an unfortunate mechan-
ical failure at the worst pos-
sible spot.”

Schwartz, a GE Avia-
tion engineer who spent five
years in the navy, ended up
with a few bumps and bruis-
es and a new respect for riv-
ers and inland waterways.

“Good God, 1 consider

myself very lucky,” he said.
“If my other son lan had
been with us, I don’t know
if I could have saved them
both,” he said. “We’re fortu-
nate that people helped us.”

The dam holds rough-
ly eight to 10 feet of water
and maintains the height of
the river within six inches.
However, due to heavy rains

Financial Focus, continued

your employer’s match, if
one is offered. (In 2011, you
can put in up to $16,500,
or $22,000 if you’re 50 or
older.) Your earnings have
the opportunity to grow tax-
deferred and you have a
range of investment options,
so your 401(k) or other re-
tirement plan can be an ef-
fective, flexible way to put
money away for the future.

* Invest in an annu-
ity. If you’ve reached the
contribution limits of your
IRA and 401(k), you may
want to consider purchas-
ing an annuity, which can
be structured to provide you
with regular payments for
the rest of your life. And
this lifetime income source
is especially important to
women, who, at age 65, can

expect to live, on average,
almost 20 more years, com-
pared to slightly over 17 for
men of the same age, ac-
cording to the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

As a mother, you will-
ingly spend a great deal of
time and effort on your chil-
dren. But it’s important to
also think about yourself

and the UN must take their
responsibilities seriously,”
he added.

Some developed coun-
tries-including the U.S.,
Canada, Australia, New
Zealand and several Euro-
pean nations-tried to block
passage of the resolution
in hopes of minimizing
their future obligations. As
one official from the Unit-
ed Kingdom put it, these
countries “don't want to pay
for the toilets in Africa.”
Also, six African countries
(Botswana, Ethiopia, Ke-
nya, Lesotho, Tanzania and
Zambia) and two in the Ca-
ribbean (Guyana and Trin-
idad/Tobago)-all ~ former
European colonies-joined
efforts to try to kill the dec-
laration. But when it was
time to vote, these nations
abstained so as not to go on
record as opposing it.

“This matters because
we are a planet running
out of water,” said Maude
Barlow, an expert affiliat-
ed with the Council of Ca-
nadians as well as the Blue
Planet Project and Food and
Water Watch. Indeed, a still-
growing human population,
global warming and other
factors combine to make
fresh water supplies scarcer
around the world. A recent
World Bank study predicted
that demand for fresh wa-
ter will exceed supply by
some 40 percent within just
two decades. While the UN
resolution may not move
any mountains, it is a step
in the right direction for the

world's increasing number
of have-nots.
CONTACTS:  Unit-

ed Nations, www.un.org;
Council of Canadians,
www.canadians.org; Blue
Planet Project, www.blue-
planetproject.net; Food and
Water Watch, www.foo-
dandwaterwatch.org.

the water level was at nine
inches.

“There is a current com-
ing through all the time, but
not like during this flood
condition,” said Doyle.

There are signs warning
boaters about the dam.

The Kent County Ma-
rine Patrol is conducting an
investigation.

and your future, so review
your strategy for retirement
with your financial advisor,
and take the actions needed
to help make sure you can
enjoy all the Mother’s Days
of your life in the comfort
you deserve.

This article was written
by Edward Jones for usc by
your local Edward Jones Fi-
nancial Advisor.


http://www.lowellschools.com
http://www.un.org
http://www.canadians.org
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Sol Is help reduce energy consumption

" — X i Ll 'g J Although the initial tomers, against their bills,
Wi the recent energy e 3% %  start-up cost for a solar sys- for any energy generated

c.runch, the need for alterna- Y4 18 v 3” tem is high and runs around over and above their usage.

B ouces has ro- """""* o $30,000 to $40,000, the The net rate is available

surfaced. Natural sources,
such as wind and sun, are
being put to use again as the
prices of gas, petroleum and
wood rise.

Highly efficient so-
lar panels are making their
comeback from the 1970s.
Unlike their crystalline pre-

e Py
RS -

e T

government gives a 65 per-
cent tax credit. The solar
system reduces electricity
bills and Consumers Energy
pays back up to 11 cents per
kilowatt hour.

With solar panels, the
energy may be put back into

for any kind of alternative
energy, including wind tur-
bines.

LLP general manager
Greg Pierce said there is no
program simply because the
utility hasn’t had any cus-
tomers, so far, doing solar

: the grid. The payoff time for panels.
decetssors, they are thin fila- the solar system is approxi- “Weareready, butwe’ve
e & mately three to five years. had no calls,” he said.
Ty gl

“They’re more efficient
and less noticeable,” said
Scott McDowell, owner of
All Weather Seal. “We are
just getting into it.” _

The old panels only = %
worked, when facing south,

25 percent of time.

The new solar film pan-
els can also be placed in
more directions and mount-
ed on the roof or on the
ground. By placing the solar
panels on the ground, there
1S no penetration to the roof.

"5 | OW COST

No restrictions.
Available for everyone.
Also vaccinations, tests

and parasite control

Call 897-8865

www.spayneuterexpress.com
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12™ AnnunL Gorr Outing & DiINNER Soem

18 & 9 Hole, 4- Person Scramble with dinner at
the Grand Volute to benefit the Football Program

FRIDAY, MAY 20

START & REGISTRATION TIMES
ARROWHEAD GOLF OR TYLER CREEK

The installation of solar
panels in the roof is recom-
mended in cities where there
is less space. The solar sys-
tem consists of three panels
covering 600 square feet.
The panels will still collect
sunrays under four inches of
SNOW.

“They’re more efficient
and less noticeable,” said
McDowell.

Although Lowell Light
and Power has no specific
solar program in place, they
do have a net metering rate.
This gives credit to the cus-

If solar panels produce
more energy than is being
used, the energy enters back
into the grid.

“It would take a huge
facility to generate enough
power to put energy back
into the grid,” said Pierce.

The real benefit, ac-
cording to Pierce, is that so-
lar panels help reduce ener-
gy consumption.

The closest manufactur-
er of solar panels is United
Solar in Greenville.

All Weather Seal owner Scott
McDowell shows filament solar

panels.
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(18 or 9 hole) (18 hole only at Tyler Creek) 1 5:30-6:30 ' » |
You don’
ShOtgun start at 12:00 pm Shotgun start at 3:00 pm Dinner with guest speaker Chris Spielman, an all-American and
Cost: $75/person (food at turn) Cost: $60/person Lombardie award winning linebacker for Ohio State University, an

all-pro for our Detroit Lions, 2010 member of the College Football Hall
of Fame and is currently an ABC/ESPN college football TV analyst.

r = = = =REGISTRATION FORM = = — — — .
( 12™ RAnnuat Gotr Outing & Dinner Social

Circle choice
| Course

ARROWHEAD TYLER CREEK
18 holes 9 holes 18 holes only

DINNER TICKETS AVAILABLE
for $40 each or $35 each when

purchasing 2 or more
or reserve a table of 10/$350

You can purchase dinner tickets thru Noel Dean at
ndean@lowellschools.com I

www.lowellfoothall. com .

DINNER
ONLY

Make checks payable to: Lowell Football and mail to:
Tony Dommer ¢ 467 Forstrom Dr. « Lowell, Ml 49331

o
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