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14th annual Lowell Community Expo to 
feature variety of businesses, nonprofits 
bv Emma Paloya ^ / i by Emma Palova 

The 14th annual Lowell 

Community Expo will fea-

ture most area businesses 

and nonprofits on March 27 

at the Lowell High School. 

The mission remains the 

same as in the beginning to 

provide networking oppor-

tunities offered by the Low-

ell Area Chamber of Com-

merce. 

"We were one of the first 

small community expos," 

said chamber director Liz 

Baker. "We wanted to show-

case our businesses, organi-

zations and churches." 

The Lowell Area Schools 

(LAS) were pushing market-

ing at the time and continue 

$ 

to provide the venue to this 

day. 

The first Expo was held in 

May, but the committee soon 

found out that was too late 

in the year to hold an Expo. 

The event was then changed 

to March. 

"it 's a true community 

Expo where everybody 

works to create the commu-

nity we live in," said Baker. 
4klt also highlights the Low-

ell Area School districl." 

The attendance has 

grown over the years from 

25 booths to 150 spotlight-

ing area businesses, service 

groups, churches and gov-

ernment agencies. 

This year, the exclusive 

business sponsor is The 

Lowell Ledger/Lowell Litho. 

As part of the overall market-

ing strategy, a special section 

covering the Expo with maps 

and the schedule will come 

out in the Buyers Guide on 

March 21. 

"This is a new venture 

in our marketing strategy," 

said Baker. "It's good for the 

sponsoring business." 

The Expo has become a 

huge part of the greater Low-

ell community. 

"You go there to 

friends, , , said Baker. 

meet 

"You 

C o m m u n i t y Expo , 
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City will transition to using 
Kent County Sheriff's 
dispatch during off-hours 

Lowell's Persha 
to help kiokoff 
treadmill challenge 

by Emma Palova 

The city will transition 

to using the Kent County 

Sheriffs dispatch during off-

hours from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. 

and weekends starting this 

October. The service will be 

provided through the Kent 

County Dispatch Authority. 

The switch will end a 20-

year partnership between the 

city of Lowell and Walker 

due to Kent Countv restruc-

turing of 911 centers from 

five to two facilities. Walker 

will be closed. 

According to police chief 

James Hinton, this change 

was necessary to make the 

911 call process cleaner 

and more user-friendly for 

the citizens. Hinton was ap-

pointed to the Kent County 

Dispatch Authority in 2008 

to represent the city of Low-

ell. 

"A benefit to this restruc-

turing is that the communities 

will save money on future 

call taking services with bet-

ter communications between 

agencies which are sharing 

more services," said Hinton. 

City news, 

cont inued, page 2 

by Thad Kraus 

Rheta Persha has been 

exercising/working out at the 

YMCA for 34 years. 

Her routine has included 

two days of swimming and 

three days of weight exercise 

machines. 

The bulk of those years 

(29) were in Royal Oak, 

Michigan. 

"I came here to Lowell 

because I sort of outlived 

them (her YMCA partners) 

in Royal Oak," Persha ex-

plains. 

You see, the Lowell resi-

dent of five years will turn 90 

in June. 

"I came here. It's been a 

new life. A good life," she 

says. 

The YMCA has been 

good to and for Persha. 

"Both in Royal Oak and 

here at the Lowell YMCA 

I've been with a really nice 

bunch of people. They've 

treated me like one of the 

people and not like an old 

person," she said. 

Persha will help kickoff 

Lowell YMCA's 24-hour 

Treadmil l cha l l enge , 

cont inued , page 3 

Teft left "beaming" after state championship 

CENTS 

by Thad Kraus 

Kelsey Teft placed 22nd as a freshman state qualifier 

on the balance beam. 

Fast forward to Saturday at the Division 2 state gym-

nastic tournament in Rockford, Teft, now a senior, stood 

tall on the medal stand's top step as the balance beam state 

champion. 

"it was exciting. I didn't know what to feel. I've always 

looked at other people up there," Teft explained. "It was a 

good day." 

Her beam performance earned her a school record of 

9.45, replacing the old mark set by Holly Planner (9.4). 

Her 9.45 placed her in a first-place tie with Farming-

ton's Samantha Kohl and Sturgis' Mary Boyd. 

"I'm always more nervous than the girls," said Lowell 

gymnastic coach Michele DeHaan. "This time I wasn't. 

Kelsey was so prepared, so driven, so focused and so con-

fident. She kept her eye on the prize and never waivered." 

Teft's good day didn't end on the balance beam. 

The senior was the first Lowell gymnast to qualify for 

the state tournament in all four exercises and to medal four 

times at a stale meet. 

"By far it was my best day as 

a gymnast," Teft said. 

Her best day included three 

other medals. They were earned 

with a fifth-place finish on the 

vault (9.3), a ninth place in the 

floor exercise (9.225) and Teft 

was eighth overall with her all-

around score of 35.650. 

Teft's 7.675 did not earn her 

a medal on the uneven bars. 

Teft's vault score tied her with Canton's Ayanna 

Lewis and Grand Ledge's Sara Peltier. 

"Kelsey showed our young gymnasts what can be 

accomplished when you set your mind to doing some-

thing and work hard to achieve it," DeHaan said. 

Lowell's Kelsey 
Teft finished her 
Lowell gymnastic 
career with a 
Division 2 state 
championship on 
the balance beam. 
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make communications more 
efficient." 

The only two remaining 
dispatch centers in Kent 

County will be the Grand 

Rapids Police Department 
and the Kent County Sheriff's 

Department. The city of 
Walker, Wyoming and the 

Michigan State Police Post 
in Rockford will no longer be 

answering 911 calls effective 
January 1,2011. 

Hinton informed the 
council about a potential 

grant to offset the costs for 

equipment, such as a radio 

repeater system to enhance 

communications to county 

dispatch. Also, the annual 

the lowell 

dispatch fee will cost more 
until Kent County Dispatch 

Authority starts paying units 

of government for call taking 
services. 

"C urrently, everything 

is on track for a seamless 

switchover date and the 

citizens of Lowell will not 

be affected by this transition 

nor will there be a loss of 

dispatching services," said 

Hinton. 

Next action will be the 
approval of a new dispatch 

agreement between Kent 

County and the City of 

Lowell. The current contract 

with the City of Walker 

expires June 30, 2010, but 
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WINDOWS/SIDING 
DOORS/INSULATION/GUTTERS 
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HEATING/COOLING BILLS 

GUARANTEED!!! 

SAVE 10% OFF WITH THIS COUP! 

897-7300 allweathersealinc.com 
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there is a verbal agreement to 
extend the existing contract 

to Oct. 4,2010. 
In other business, Lowell 

Light and Power director 
Greg Pierce presented the 

2010-2011 annual budget 

and capital plan. There will 
be a three to 3.5 percent rate 
adjustment in September. 

The council approved 

a resolution authorizing 

signatures for the contract 

between the City and the 

Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MOOT) for 
the Bowes Road project. The 

street will be reconstructed 

from West Street to 1950 

feet west of Valley Vista 

Drive. The estimated cost of 

the project is $559,000. The 

project is funded through 
a mix of funds from the 

stimulus money, federal 

surface transportation small 

urban funds and city major 
street funds. 

i 

Social Security's 
convenient online 

Lowell Light and Power director Greg Pierce 
presented the 2010-2011 annual budget and capital 
plan. 

You probably don't need 

anyone to tell you that times 

are tough for many people 

right now. The past year 

has seen a recession-driven 

increase in applications for 

Social Security retirement 

and disability benefit 

applications. These increases 

translate into busier offices 

and telephone lines. 

So, if you need 

information, or want to 

apply for benefits, visit the 

most conveniently located 

office Social Security has: 

our online office at www. 

socialsecurity.gov. There, 

you can apply online for 
retirement, spouses, and 

disability benefits. There's 

no need to fight the traffic 

to visit an office or wait for 

an appointment. Our website 

makes it simple, allowing 

you to apply for retirement 

benefits in as little as 15 
minutes. 

A Disability Starter 
Kit makes it easy to 

prepare for your disability 

application. The kit explains 

the documentation and 

information you'll be 

required to share on the 

application, and includes 

checklists and worksheets 

to help take the mystery out 

of applying. You can find 

the Disability Starter Kit 

at www.socialsecuritygov/ 

disability on the left-hand 
side of the page. 

There are other things 
you can do online, such as 

applying for a replacement 

Medicare card, and 

requesting an SSA-1099 

for tax purposes. You 

can learn about these and 

other online services at 

www.soc ia l secur i ty .gov/ 

onlineservices 

When you are ready to 

apply for Social Security 

benefits, everything you need 

is at your fingertips. Just 

visit www.socialsecurity. 

gov/applyonline 

main st 
HEART HEALTH 

Join us on Mar. 17 at 7 p.m. at Gilda's Club/Lowell 
Senior Neighbors to visit with Dr. Manahar of St. Mary's 
Healthcare. This free seminar will highlight some new ways 

to keep your heart healthy. RSVPs are appreciated at info@ 
lowellcommunitywellness.org or leave a message at 340-
7781. 

L O W E L L HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
General Local Scholarship applications are available in the 

student services center. To be fair to all students, applications 
will not be accepted after 3 p.m. on Fri., Mar. 19. For more 
information, call Lisa Nauta at 987-2913. 

B A K E POTATO FUNDRAISER 
Come enjoy a bake potato with your favorite toppings 

and a salad at the Lowell Senior Center, 314 S. Hudson on 

Sat., Mar. 20 from noon to 2 p.m. Free will donation will be 

accepted for the Lowell Senior Center Building Fund. A quilt 
raffle will be held. You don't have to be a senior to attend. 

* 

LAHM PROGRAM 
The Lowell Area Historical Museum and the Friends 

of the Library will present a program in recognition of 
"National Women's History Month" on Mar. 23 at 7 p.m. at 

the Lowell Township Hall. Marie Papciak will perform her 

program "Women Who Changed America." Any questions 
call 897-7688. 

Check us out online... 

LOWELL WOMEN'S C L U B 
The Lowell Women's Club is accepting grant requests 

from Lowell Community Organizations. This application 

does not apply to LWC Scholarships. Access application 

form at the website: www.lowellwomensclub.org or call 

Karen Thomure at 897-9862. Deadline for requests is March 
25. 

LHS HELPS HAITIAN 

EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS 
Lowell High School partners with Rays of Hope for Haiti 

to collect needed supplies, such as food, water, over-the-

counter medical items, personal hygiene items, and funds 

to aid earthquake victims in Haiti. This event started March 

15 and will end March 27. For more information contact RJ 
Boudrou, 987-2978. 

FROM FOOD PANTRY 
The pantry is in need of fruit juice, cereals, canned fruit, 

soup, boxed potatoes, hamburger helper, and crackers. Please 
help if you can. 

Feel free to send your event information to the Ledger for Along Main St. All 
submission requests for Along Main St. are subject to space limitations and The Ledger 
makes no assurances that they will appear in print. To ensure that an event notification 
will appear in the Ledger, it is best to place a paid advertisement. All efforts will be 
made to place suitable items in the Along Main St. column but they are printed at the 
discretion of the publisher. For profit events, church services, yard sales and the like, 
will not appear in this column. 

www.thelowellledger.com 

Wednesday • march • 17 • 2010 
IhB rg'dger page 3 

Community Expo, continued 
have fun, talk, learn and see 

what's going on. It's a great 
event." 

The event has always been 

free with free parking and 

giveaways. Approximately 

5,000 to 6,000 people attend 

the Expo annually. 

Baker expects the Expo 

to sell out. 

"I hope the weather is not 

glorious sunshine," she said. 

"I hope people will come first grade puppet show and LAS Robotics Club with a ness of the products and 

out." high school choir singing. robot. The electronics recy- services provided or manu-

And all who participate New this year is the rec- cling is in its second year, factured in the Greater Low-

will gain from the experi- ognition of 14-year Expo "This event is an excellent ell Area," said Baker. 

ence. There is always enter- participants at 1:45 p.m. opportunity for the commu- The event runs from 9 
tainmentsuchasthe Bushnell Other novices include the nity to increase their aware- a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Treadmill challenge, continued 
Treadmill Challenge on Fri-

day, March 26 at noon. 

The event supports the 

Y's Strong Kids Campaign 

which raises money to sup-

port the financial assistance 

program at the Lowell 

YMCA. This effort helps the 

YMCA meet its mission of 

not turning away any family 
due to financial constraints. 

This year's Strong Kids 

Campaign goal is to raise 

$35,000. 

Staci Chambers, YMCA 

director, said the YMCA is 

looking for staff, members, 

and friends of the YMCA 

to volunteer their time and 

efforts to raise money. The 

challenge is to have three 

treadmills going for 24 con-

secutive hours. 

Individuals (must be at 

least 10 years-old) and/or 

teams are encouraged to so-
licit sponsors to pledge an 

amount for miles walked or 

run. Pledges can also be for 

a specific amount no matter 

the miles traveled. 

Joining Persha to kickoff 

the 24-hour Treadmill Chal-
lenge will include Lowell 

Area School's chief finan-
cial officer John Zielinski, 

Lowell football coach Noel 

Dean, Lowell Area Chamber 

of Commerce director Liz 

Baker and Lowell mayor Jim 
Hodges. 

for Funds 

Hudson Street parking halted following accident 
b y T h a d Kraus 

The intent has been never 

to have parking on Hudson 

Street. 

The reality is historically 

there has always been park-

ing on Hudson. 

A Thursday afternoon ac-

cident at 212 N. Hudson has 

changed all of that. 

The Kent County Road 

Commission and Lowell po-

lice chief James Hinton re-

visited parking on Hudson. 

The intent will now become 

reality. There will be no 

parking allowed on Hudson 

Street. 

"We've revisited the 

parking issue and asked our-

selves are we doing the right 

thing?" Hinton said. 
The Lowell police chief 

said there is adequate enough 

space for parking. 

The intent of the fog lines 

in conjunction with the curb 

is to create traffic calming, to 

make the road look narrower 

therefore slowing down traf-

fic. 
The accident of note oc-

curred around 3:50 p.m. on 

Thursday when a driver, parked vehicle before losing Moore suffered bruises 

Robert Moore, 45, of Lowell, control and colliding with a and bumps while concrete 

driving southbound on Hud- house, according to Lowell damage was done to the 

son became distracted and sergeant Steve Bukala. house's porch and railing, 

clipped the back bumper of a 

ft 

m 

$ 

Damage was caused to this home's porch and raiting in a Thursday 
afternoon accident on Hudson. 

rmjmiui » u.irr 

At Your 
Local 

Library 

W o m e n w h o c h a n g e d Amer i ca 
In celebration of March as Women's History Month, 

the Lowell Area Historical Museum and the Friends of the 

Englehardt Library of Lowell will sponsor "Women Who 

Changed America" starring Marie Papciak on Tuesday, 

March 23, 2010 at 7 p.m. The program will be held at 
the Lowell Township Hall at 2910 Alden Nash. Papciak 

will perform as Laura Smith Haviland and Sarah Emma 

Edmonds, important women in Michigan history. 

LOW COST 
SPAXfc 
NEUTER 

For feral, ba rn a n d 

cat co lonies, and for d o g s and 

cats of low i n c o m e fami l ies. 

A S L O W A S $ 1 0 

C a l l 8 9 7 - 8 8 6 5 
www.spayneu te rexp ress . com 

LOOK AT ME NOW!!! 

Q 
ADA LOWELL 5 

Goodrich 
6 1 6 - 8 9 7 - 3 4 5 6 

• • > I i t w On M-21,5 Minutes 
UALII I E a s t 0 ' Amway H.Q. 

THEATERS www.GQTI.com 

All Lounger S m U • All Digital Sound 

s4.50 tos5.00 
ALL SEATS 

e x c e p t i i t l u l l e v e n i n g 

SHOWTIMES 3/15-3/18 © N o pbsms 

O GREEN ZONE (R) 4;40. 7:10, 9:40 
O S H E ' S OUT OF MY LEAGUE (R) 

5:10, 7:30. 9:50 

THE CRAZIES (R) 5:25.7:40. 9:55 

O ALICE IN WONDERLAND (PG) 
4:35. 7:00. 9:30 

SHUTTER ISLAND (R)6:20.9 :15 

Donald Anderson (Pictured Left) and William 
Heintzleman (Pictured Right) pose with their 
therapists at The Laurels of Kent before they 
leave and return to their homes. Both Donald 
and William chose The Laurels of Kent for their 
Post-Acute Rehabilitation. When asked about his 
stay William Heintzleman stated "1 appreciate all 
the help from nursing and therapy, without them 1 
wouldn't be going home." Donald Anderson 
replied, "The Laurels of Kent has been great. 1 
wish to thank the therapy department for 
everything. The Laurels of Kent provides a great 
family atmosphere. Many thanks to All." 

Congratulations Donald and William! 

S S L a u r e i .s 
O F K E N T 

Our current Rehab to 

Home Rate is 94%! 

A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 
350 N. Center St. • Lowell, MI 49331 • (616) 897-8473 

the Strong 
Kids Cam-

paign are 

also raised 

t h r o u g h 

corporate 

and indi-

vidual do-

n a t i o n s , 

and through 

pledge cam-

paign. 
C h a m b e r s 

says the YMCA 

has reached 42 

percent of its goal. 

"The money 

raised in Lowell 

slays in Lowell 

and is used to help 

Lowell fami-
lies," she con-

cludes. 

GREG VAN STRIEN 
HEATING AND PLUMBING 

HEATING SERVICE & INSTALLATION 
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE & INSTALLATION 

PLUMBING SERVICE & INSTALLATION 
WARM AIR/RADIANT HEAT 

OIL BURNER SERVICE 

(616) 897-5569 
Visa And Master Card Accepted 

Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults 

Immediate Emergency Treatment 

Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening 

Preventive Care 

Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired 

Dentures (Same Day Repair) 

Insurance Plans Accepted ^ Accepting 
New 

' Patients "Gentle & Painless 
Dentistry Is Our Goal 

Hours: 

Monday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Tuesday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Wednesday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Thursday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

J u d d T. C a r r o l l D.M.D. 
103 East Main • Lowell, Michigan 

(616) 897-7595 

mailto:ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com
http://www.lowellbuyersguide.com
http://www.socialsecuritygov/
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/
http://www.socialsecurity
http://www.lowellwomensclub.org
http://www.thelowellledger.com
http://www.spayneuterexpress.com
http://www.GQTI.com
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Longtime city employee to retire in July 
by Emma Palova 

Frank Martin will be 
retiring, after 37 years with 

the city wastewater treatment 

plant, in July. He was hired 

in 1973 when there was an 

opening to drive a garbage 

truck under city manager 

Blain Bacon. Martin drove 

the truck for six weeks until 
a new position opened for 

the city in February. 

As the chief operator at 

the plant, Martin does all the 

lab work, tests and treats the 

wastewater or sewage that 

comes from the city. And 

although all the human waste 

comes through here, there is 

no stink. 
As part of the treatment, 

chemicals are added to 

remove solids, water gets 

disinfected and goes back 

Your heart 
needs a 
, 

workout, too! 
Bring a friend to join us 

on March 17,h at 7:00 p.m. at 
Gilda's Club/Lowell Senior Neighbors 

to visit with Dr. Manahar, Medical Director 
and Founder of the Heart and 

Wellness Institute at St. Mary's Healthcare 

This free seminar will highlight 
some of newest and best research 

available to keep your heart healthy. 
RSVPs are appreciated, but not mandatory. 

Please let us know if you plan to attend: 
info@lowellcommunitywellness.org 
or leave a message with 340-7781. 

to the Flat River. The solids 
are used as fertilizers by area 

farmers. 
"We pay to have the 

nutrients hauled away," he 

said. 
Approximately I. I 

million gallons of water 

gets treated here every day. 

The pipes are in the ground 

and they run to the main lift 

station. Five employees work 

at the wastewater treatment 

plant with Martin and Mark 

Mundt being full-time. 

"I am ready to retire," he 

said. "I will still probably 

get up early in the morning.1, 

However, he will still remain 

serving as the fire chief 

which he has done since 

1986. He started with the fire 

department in 1971. Martin 
will be 62 when he retires. 

The city contracts with 

SEATS 150 
Located 

at the 
fairgrounds 

Call 897-6050 

Hall for rent 

with kitchen 

H.0 

Frank Martin, chief operator of the wastewater treatment plant, says he is 
ready to retire. 
United Water (formerly spill because at a wastewater 

Earthtech) for the wastewater 

treatment work. 

For Martin, it has been 

fun to come to work early 

in the morning, even on 

treatment plant you know 

when you have a spill for 

sure. 

"I'll probably still be 

sticking my head in the city 

Martin is a 1967 graduate 

of the Lowell High School. 

His daughter, Stacy Van 

Denakker, works part-time at 

the plant on Saturdays. 

Sundays, for close to four hall," he laughed. "It's a good 

decades. He has never had a ^ m e t 0 retire." 

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can 

change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has. 
- Margaret Mead (1901 - 1978) 
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ClEAHtHS • lAUNDHY 

FREE PICKUP i DELIVERY 
Lowell • Ada • Cascade 
Ionia • Grand Rapids 

2009 W 
A W A R D O F E X C E c L E N u t 
'• •. 'if • ,• IP • i »ii.i • i * • . . . 

MARCH SPECIAL 

3 OR MORE 
SWEATERS 

(616) 897-9809 • 1410 W. Main • Lowell 

F R Y DADDY 'S 
608 West Main Street 

Lowell, Ml 49331 

897HFISH 
F i s h S h r i m p W i r c Diaes -

^ C h i c k e i S t r i m 
DAILY SPECIALS 

OFF# TUESDAY - SATURDAY 

Best Fish In Town!!! 

MIKA MEYERS 
BECKETT & JONES plc 

ATTORNEYS 
John T. Sperla Benjamin A. Zainea 
Mark A. Kehoe Neil R Jansen 
Ross A. Leisman Neil L. Kimball 

(616) 897-3111 www.mmbjlaw.com 

mi 
bloom where tjouTc planted 

UY LOCA 

m ' i , f * ' n V % ; 

K f e )\9i . 
Wk. • •. 

L O W E L L 
Love Vour Homctxivm 

Rich 's Service Co. \ 
I n - H o m e A p p l i a n c e Repair 

O 
.tj 

INSURED • 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
WASHERS • DRYERS • REFRIGERATORS 

GARBAGE DISPOSALS • STOVES • DISHWASHERS 

$ 209 E. Main St. RICH CURTIS 
© Lowell, MI 49331 (616 )897 -5686 

A BUSINESS AD 
THIS SIZE ONLY $Q50 

W t f D i 

wnovv 

m COLLINS 
Owner 

owboat 
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC. 

6 1450 W. Main St., Lowell, Ml sS 
JL (616)897-9231 «© 

HOURS: MON • FRI 6-7: SAT 8-5:30; SUN 9-3 M 

I 
I 

Ca// 897-9261 

COMPUTER REHAB 
www.ComputerRehab.ws 

100 W. Main St. •Lowell, Ml 49331 

616-828-5346 
• F R E E C O M P U T E R RECYCLING 

• V I R U S / S P Y W A R E REMOVAL & PREVENTION 

f.i : 
HOURS: 

Mon & Wed: 9:30-7:00 
Tue, Tliurs&Fri: 9:30-5:30 

> Saturday: 10:00-2:00 

BILL WHEELER 
Certified Piblic 

Accoutut 
M I C H I G A N 

103 Riverside Dr, 
Lowell, Michigan 

x 49331 

6 1 6 - 8 9 7 - 7 7 1 1 

Richard Ostrander (616)761-2084 
richardroofer@sbcglobal.net 

SIDING AND ROOFING COMPANY 
9019 W. Belding Rd. (M-44), Belding, Michigan 

Phone: (616) 794-0661 • Toll Free: (888) 750-7078 
Fax (616) 794-0105 

Email: ostrndrsdng@sbcglobal.net 
Web: ostranderroofing.com 

CALL 897-9261 TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
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to the.. . 
editor 

mm 

Dear Ledger, 

Please allow me to add 

a bit of clarification about 

the ''Bridge Bucks" that 
will be given away every 

week during the six month 
bridge construction project 

on M-21/Main Street. 
Your article on the front 

page of the March 10 issue 

gives the impression that 

Bridge Bucks are designated 

for only the downtown 

businesses. Not true. 

First of all, Bridge Bucks 

are just one result of the 

cooperation of business 

owners all along M-21/Main 

Street - from LA Trim to 

Bernard's and beyond. They 

are just one of the tools we 

are using to encourage people 

to continue to support every 

business and service provider 

in Lowell during the bridge 

construction. Every time 

anyone patronizes one of the 

participating businesses (we 
have over 40 cooperating 

now) they are eligible to 
enter for the weekly drawing 

of Bridge Bucks. Our plan is 

to give away S200 in Bridge 

Bucks every week during 

the construction. We owe 

a big "thank you , , to the 

Downtown Development 

Authority and the Lowell 

Area Chamber of Commerce 

for their involvement. 

Most importantly. Bridge 

Bucks are good at ANY 

business in Lowell that is 

willing to accept them - not 
just those who are investing 

directly in the program. 

They can be turned into the 

Lowell Area Chamber of 
Commerce by the business 

owners for real money. 

Please note that you can 

only enter the drawings by 

shopping at the participating 

businesses from April 5 

through October 1. We also 

plan on dropping some 

Bridge Bucks out of the sky 

- but that is another story for 

another day. 

Please see our blog for 

the latest list of participating 
businesses and the latest 

information about all of 

the fun we have planned 
during construction; www. 
lowellbridge.blogspot.com 

Cliff Yankovich 

Lowell 

sharing 
the vision 

mt Greg Pratt 

Lowel l Area Schools. . . 
Measur ing up w i th revenues down 

In the October and 
November editions of 

Sharing the Vision, I wrote 
about the "state of the state" 

and the budgets that were 

passed for K-12 education 

in Michigan. When the 

education budget for the 

2009/2010 school year was 

finally passed by legislators 

in October, school districts 

received a reduction of $165 

per student. This reduction 
decreased the Lowell Area 

Schools' revenue stream by 

more than $640,000. 

Since that time, teachers, 

custodians, administrators, 

and principals, have worked 

tirelessly to trim budgets, 

eliminate excess, and work 

as efficiently as possible. As 
a result of their successful 

efforts, the district has been 
able to maintain programs 

and continue to excel. In 

spite of working with fewer 

resources, our students have 

yielded success as evidenced 

by kindergarten students 

reading for the first time, our 

elevated* MEAP scores, and 

the achievements of our two 

National Merit Scholarship 

finalists who will graduate 

and move forward to post-

secondary education. Believe 

me when I say that the Lowell 

Area Schools is doing more 

with less. Just like so many in 
our community, we as a school 

district have overcome the 

financial hurdles set before 
us this year. The Lowell 

Area Schools has measured 
up, even when revenues are 

down. 
What is of troubling 

concern is the 2010/2011 
school year, where we 

will, once again, be faced 
with astronomically dyer 

economic issues. Regardless 

of our unending work to run 

a leaner organization, we are 

still left with disconcerting 
school funding problems at 
the state level. The bottom 

line is that Lansing MUST 
develop long-term solutions 

for the funding crisis that 

exists in the entire state 

of Michigan. The state 

MUST work to complete a 

budget in a timely fashion, 

especially during these 

critical economic times. Did 

you know that for multiple 

years, school districts have 

had to wait until October 

for their first school aid fund 

payment of the new school 

year? School district's 

fiscal year begins in July. 

It is unacceptable that our 

legislators are unable to 

work together, for kids, to 

prepare and pass a budget 

in a timdy fashion and meet 

the deadline that is stipulated 

by state law, especially in 

unprecedented economically 

challenging times. Their 

actions create additional 
uncertainty for school 

districts and governmental 

agencies. 
These frustrations 

were clearly evident as 
parents. Board of Education 

members, school teachers, 

and administrators from 

across the slate rallied for 

public education in Lansing 

on March 10. We are proud 
that a constituent group 
from Lowell comprised of 
school board representation, 

principals, and parents, were 

in attendance, working on 
behalf of our students. They 

deeply care for kids. 

As the district navigates 

through the murky and 

unsettled financial waters, 

we have been extremely 

fortunate to work in a 

collaborative manner with 

our teaching staff. This spirit 

of cooperation has allowed 

us to save precious funds 

and resources by way of 

negotiations. Lowell teachers 

have made concessions in the 

area of healthcare, and they 
have taken a wage freeze in 

an effort to control costs. 

Despite the plummeting 

state funding decreases that 

will potentially thrust school 

districts to funding levels that 

would equate to a foundation 

allowance at or below the 

2005/2006 level, the Lowell 
Area Schools will measure 

up with revenues down. Our 

resilient staff will do more 
with less and do what we 

do best...prepare children, 

yours and mine, for the most 

rigorous curriculum in the 

country. 

125 Years Ago 
The Lowell Journal 

March 18,1885 
Mr. E. Hatch has returned from the West to his home in 

Lowell. 
M. O. Smith, the photographer, expects to occupy his 

new gallery over the post office in a few weeks. He will have 

elegant rooms. 
H. G. McWilliams, news agent, finally decided to move 

into the new post office building where he is now nicely 
located and prepared to furnish the news and periodicals of 

the day cheap for cash. 

100 Years Ago 
The Lowell Ledger 

March 17,1910 
George B. Speaker fell in front of Reeds store Wednesday 

morning about 7 o'clock and died after gasping several times. 

He was but a few roads from his own home, coming to one of 

the groceries on an errand, carrying a jug. A sad feature of the 

fatality is that Mr. Speaker's niece, Minnie Cable, had died 

at his home on the previous Monday and her funeral was to 

have been held today. Arrangements have now been made 

for a double funeral at the Methodist Church Saturday. 

75 Years Ago 
The Lowell Ledger and Alto Solo 

March 21,1935 
"February 23, 1905, Rotary was founded. February 23, 

1935, the Lowell Rotary Club came into existence - 30 years 

to a day." - Paul P. Harris, founder of Rotary. 
First officers of new Lowell Rotary Club: Ernest C. 

Foreman, president; Carlton H. Runciman, vice president; 

Frank F. Coons, secretary; and Harry Day, treasurer. 

50 Years Ago 
The Lowell Ledger 

March 17,1960 
Bruce Baird, 19, of Lowell, killed two deer on David 

Highway Friday at 11 p.m. two miles east of Saranac. Baird 

said when he came over a hill there were 30 or more deer 

crossing the road. 
Dr. Prothro of the Grand Rapids Kent County 

Health Department announces the scheduling of a polio 

immunization clinic at the Runciman Elementary building 

on Monday, March 28, 1960, beginning at 9 a.m. 

25 Years Ago 
The Grand Valley Ledger 

March 20,1985 
The third annual WCUZ Budweiser showboat weekend 

promises to be bigger and better than ever. Planners met last 
week to begin putting the gala weekend together. The two 

day weekend is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, May 24 

and 30. 

Letters To The Editor: 
The Lowell Ledger welcomes your Letters 

to the Editor. Letters are required to bear the 

author s signature, phone number and address (for 

verification purposes only, not for publication). 

Letters will be published at the discretion of the 

publisher . AH letters are subject to editing for 

length and grammar. Thank you letters, advertising 

or personal attacks will not be printed. 

Letters may he submitted via email to: ledger@ 

lowellhiiyersguide.com {"to the Editor" in subject 

line) or dropped off or mailed to: The Lowell 

Ledger, 105 N. Broadway, Lowell, MI 49331. 

Also, our website, www.lowellhuyersguide.com 

has a link to submit emails on the left side of the 

page. 

the lowell i ledger 

Write us online at... 
thelowellledger.com 

mailto:info@lowellcommunitywellness.org
http://www.mmbjlaw.com
http://www.ComputerRehab.ws
mailto:richardroofer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ostrndrsdng@sbcglobal.net
http://www.lowellhuyersguide.com
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Brown/Johnson 

Baar/Roth 

i 

y 

Adam and 
Joined in marriage on 

August 29, 2009 at Trinity 

Lutheran Church were Lisa 

Ann Roth and Adam Jon 

Baar. Parents of the couple 

are Larry and Mary Roth and 

Charles and Anne Baar. 

Maid of honor was Lau-

ren Roth well. Matron of hon-

or was Rachael Holcombe. 

Bridesmaids were Megan 

Defouw, Hannah Stepnitz, 

Sarah Boomers, Alyssa Mul-

Lisa Baar 

lan, Kaitlyn Dean, and Me-

gan Roth. Flower girls were 

Cole Battershall, Lily Sjaar-

da, and Lena Schlientz. 

Best man was Andrew 

Hauenstien. Groomsmen 

were Casey Conley, Bani 

Holcombe, Jon Brinkmeier, 

Matthew Roth, Austin Baar, 

Bradley Baar, and Chris-

topher Roth. Ushers were 

Jason Huizenga and David 

Stehouwer. 

Beau and 

Amy Johnson and Beau 

Brown were united in matri-

mony on November 7, 2009 

at Our Lady of the Blessed 

Sacrament in Depew, NY. 

Parents of the couple are 

Kathy Johnson of Depew, 

NY, and the late Paul John-

son and John and Frances 

Brown of Saranac. 

Maid of honor was Jaime 

Morphy. Bridesmaids were 

Abby Scott, Kara Raimer, 

and Ricki Myers. Junior 

bridesmaid was Cameron 

Amy Brown 

Myers. Flower girls were 

Eliot Raimer and Avery My-, 

ers. 

Best man was Andrew 

Pick. Groomsmen were 

Kevin Huver, Mark Johnson 

Sr., and Michael Johnson. 

Ushers were Josh Michelin 

and Ryan McCollum. Ring 

bearers were Gibson Raimer, 

Mark Johnson Jr., and Daniel 

Paul Johnson. 

The couple resides in Co-

lumbus, Ohio. 

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 

201 N. Washington 
Lowell, Ml • 897-8800 

Pastor Wes Hershberger 
Sundays - Christian Education 9:15 a.m. 
Celebration 10:40 a.m. 
Wednesdays • Kid's Service, Teen's Service, 

Adult Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Lowell Naz - Where People Matter 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
(Uni ted Church of Christ) 

865 Lincoln Lake Ave. SE • 897-5906 
www.OurBlgChurch.org 

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 
Church School ...10:15-11:15 am. 
Thursday Faith Alive 

Casual Worship 6:30 P.M. 
Barrier-free Nursery Provided 

No matter where -|~ 
you are on life's journey. ' 
You are welcome here. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER 
(Assembly of God) 

3050 Alden Nash S.E.* 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery 
Robert Holmes, Pastor 

SUNDAYS: 
Worship: 10 a.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night (for all ages): 7:00 p.m. 

The Source" Youth: 7:00 p.m. 
Loving God... Loving People! 

ALTO UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

Kirby and Harrison 

Alto • 616-691-8011 
Worship 9:30 A.M. 
Children's Church 9:30 A.M. 

OPEN HEARTS - OPEN MINDS 
- OPEN DOORS 

Pastor Dean Bailey 

- FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

2275 West Main Street •897-7168 
internet: hltp://www.fbclowell,org 

Rev David 0. Sims, Rev W. Lee Taylor 
& Pastor Phil Severn 

-Sun. Worship Service 9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M. 
Sunday School Hour 11:00AM 
AWANA/EXCITE -TEENS Wed. 6:15 P.M. 

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times 
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod) 
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21 

www.goodshepherd lowe l l . o rg 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class...9:00 A.M. 

Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 
(Nursery available) 

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307 
All facilities are wheelchair accessible 

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL 
897-7060 

1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml 
Morning Worship 10:00 A. M. 
Sunday School 11:20 A.M. 
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free 

ST. MARY'S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Fr Eugene Okoli 
402 Amity St.-897-9820 

www.stmary-lowell.com 
Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 9:30 AM 

Weekday Masses: 7:45 AM 
Holy Day Masses: 9 AM & 7 PM 

Saturday confessions: 4-4:45 PM 
Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:15 AM - 8 PM 
REUGOUS EDUCATION, CHLDFLBJ TO ADULTS-CALL PETE WGGKS 897-7915 

SULOWEU. CABLECH. 333yEWWfOR24HR. CATWUCBROADCASim 

{ J L . SNOW UNITED 
r T METHODIST CHURCH 
% 3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell 

Pastor Dr. Mike Conklin 
9:45 A.M Sunday School 
10:30 A.M Fellowship 
11:00 A.M Worship 

897-9863 f 
Nursery & Children 

Worship Programs Provided 

'A jrxend...a miss ion! 

health 
With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 

Jim Lang, 
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie 

L 

Signs of skin cancer and the A B C D E rule 

The best way to find skin 

cancer early is to keep an 

eye on your skin, especially 

moles. It's a good idea to do 

a monthly self-exam of your 

skin. Look for any change in 

a mole or the appearance of 

a new mole. Any moles that 

appear after age 30 should be 

watched carefully and shown 

to your doctor. 

The following ABCDE 

rules can help you remember 

what to look for when you're 

checking for moles. 

A for asymmetry: A mole 

that, when divided in half, 

doesn't look the same on 

both sides. 

B for border: A mole with 

edges that are blurry or jag-

ged. 

C for color: Changes in 

the color of a mole, includ-

ing darkening, spread of • 

color, loss of color, or the 

appearance of multiple col-

ors such as blue, red, white, 

pink, purple or gray. 

D for diameter: A mole 

larger than 1/4 inch in diam-

eter (about the size of a pen-

cil eraser). 

E for elevation: A mole 

that is raised above the skin 

and has an uneven surface. 

You should also watch 

for these changes to your 

skin: 

• A mole that bleeds. 

• A mole that grows fast. 

A scaly or crusted 

growth on the skin. 

A sore that won't heal. 

A mole that itches. 

A place on your skin that 

feels rough like sandpa-

per. 

If you notice any of the 

above signs or changes in 

your skin visit your doctor. 

Skin cancer can be treated 

successfully if it's treated 

early. 

area 
births 

Plattner 

Aaron and Rebekah Plattner would like to announce the 

birth of their son, Titus John, bom February 24,2010 at Rush 

Medical Center, Chicago, IL. He weighed 7 lbs and 14 oz. 

ROUND 
AND COME ON OVER! 

TO A PORK DINNER 
AND SILENT AUCTION 

Saturday, March 20th 

Dinner 5 P M - 7 P M 

Auction till 7:15 PM 
At The Alto Elementary 

Hosted by Faith Bible Church of Alto 
roceeds go towards our building fum 

• w 

Y 

We offer the 
Carlson Craft 

line of invitations. 

1 0 5 N . BROADWAY • LOWELI 

6.897.9261 

F J FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

J J CHURCH OF LOWELL 
621 E. Main Street • 897-5936 

wvvw. lowel lumc.com 

WORSHIP 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 a.m. 

Rev. Rick Blunt 
Barrier-free entrance 

J -
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financial 
focus 

C. Godbold 

Plan now for unexpected early retirement 
None of us can see 

what the ftiture holds for 

us. But you have to make 

certain assumptions if 

you're going to create a 

strategy for building the 

resources you'll need for 

a comfortable retirement. 

But what happens when 

those assumptions prove 

unrealistic? 

Unfortunately, many 

people are wrestling 

with this very problem. 

Specifically, they plan to 

work until a certain age 

— but they leave the work 

force earlier. Obviously, this 

can have a big effect on a 

variety of other retirement 

income factors, such as the 

amount of money they need 

to put away each year while 

they're still working and the 

age at which they should 

start collecting Social 

Security and begin tapping 

into their IRA, 401(k) and 

other retirement accounts. 

Just how big a problem 

is this? Consider the 

following statistics from the 

Employee Benefit Research 

Institute's 2009 Retirement 

Confidence Survey: 

47 percent of 

retirees left the work force 

earlier than planned. 

• Of that total, 42 

percent did so because of 

health problems or disability, 

34 percent left due to their 

employers' downsizing 

or closure, and 18 percent 

left to care for a spouse or 

another family member. 

So here's the bottom 

line: Even if you think you're 

going to work until, say, 65, 

and you want to work until 

65, you may be forced to quit 

at 62 ,60 — or even younger. 

And during those years you 

won't be working, you're 

not just losing out on earned 

income — you're also not 

contributing to your 401(k) 

or other employer-sponsored 

retirement plan, and you 

might lose your ability to 

contribute to your IRA as 

well. At the same time, your 

retirement lifestyle expenses 

have begun earlier than you 

MARCH 17 
Renee Barnes, Logan 

Landman. 

MARCH 18 
Bruce Phillips Jr., 

Chase Treglia, Jim 
Hacker, Denise (Brenk) 
Woolfenden. 

MARCH 19 
Jeremy Barber, Elmer 

Czapek, Terry B. Abel, 
Kimberly Dixon, Sean 
Ellison, Alberta Ryder. 

MARCH 20 
John Roudabush, Cody 

Moore, Denise Fyan. 

MARCH 21 
Terry Raymor, Ardis 

Barber, Gary Yelter, Molly 
Clark. 

MARCH 23 
Brian Gabrion, Richard 

King, Brendan Lally. 

anticipated — and many 

people find that these costs 

aren't much, if any, lower 

than the expenses they 

incurred while working. 

What can you do to 

help avoid coming up short 

of the income you'll need 

during your retirement 

years? For one thing, don't 

spend a lot of time focusing 

on those things you can't 

control, such as downsizing 

or an unexpected health 

crisis or disability. Instead, 

concentrate on those factors 

over which you have power. 

Consider the following: 

• Maximize your 

contributions to your 401 (k) 

and IRA. Each year, put as 

much as you can afford into 

your 1RA and your 401 (k) or 

other employer-sponsored 

retirement plan. 

• Invest for growth. 

Include growth-oriented 

investments, such as stocks, 

in your balanced portfolio 

if appropriate for your 

objectives, risk tolerance 

and time horizon. While it's 

true that growth vehicles 

will fluctuate in value, you 

can help reduce the effects of 

volatility by buying quality 

investments and holding 

them for the long term. 

• Create alternative 

plans. While you may want 

to construct an investment 

strategy based on retiring 

at a certain age, you'll also 

want to come up with some 

alternative scenarios based 

on different retirement 

ages and corresponding 

differences in other factors, 

such as amounts invested in 

each year, rate of return, age 

at which you begin taking 

Social Security, and so on. 

A financial professional 

can help you develop these 

"hypotheticals." 

You can't predict the 

future. But you can at least 

help yourself prepare for 

those twists of fate that 

await you as you plan for 

retirement. 

This article was written 

by Edward Jones for use by 

your local Edward Jones 

Financial Advisor. 

Blending named 
Staff Member of the Month 

DOES YOUR DENTIST 
M A K E Y O U 

FEEL COMFORTABLE? 
At the Family Dentistry of Lowell you're more 

than a patient. You're part of my family. 

That's why I want you to be comfortable. 

Heated neck pillows. 

Natural lighting. 

The music you like. 

've been serving families like yours since 1991. 

Aren't you ready for a better dental experience? 

F a m i l L ) D e n l i s t p L ) o f L o w e l l 
ANN W I L S O N . D.D.S. I JENNIFER BYRD, D.D.S. 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS - CALL: 6 1 6 - 8 9 7 - 4 8 3 5 

1 4 7 NORTH CENTER STREET. LOWELL 

WWW.FAMILYDENTISTRYOFLOWELL.COM 

Fourth grade teacher, 

Glenna Blanding, was named 

Murray Lake's Staff Member 

of the Month for February. 

Blanding was nominated 

by several staff members 

for her dedication to Murray 

Lake. 

"Glenna is a great teacher 

and a positive role model to 

our students. She recently 

went above and beyond by 

hosting our March is Reading 

Month authors in her home," 

commented Murray Lake 

office assistant, Angela 

Baerwalde. 

Blanding and her husband 

Mark both graduated from 

Lowell schools. 

Their three children, 

Josh, Maggie, and Abbie, 

also attended Lowell 

schools. Blanding now has 

grandchildren attending 

Lowell. She has been teaching 

in Lowell since 1986; all 

of those years minus one 

have been in fourth grade. 

Blanding has been a lead 

teacher for science, social 

studies, and now math. 

" I enjoy teaching because 

itkeepsmecurrentonthelatest 

trends in education, fashion, 

language, technology, and 

anything and everything to 

do with today's children. 

The children continue to be 

my primary focus each day. 

1 tell them they are my/our 

future. I want to be sure I'll 

be secure in my old age by 

knowing that they will have 

the intelligence and the skills 

to become successful adults 

who will take care of our 

world." 

When Blanding is 

not at work, she enjoys 

scrapbooking and spending 

time with her family. Her 

fourth grandchild is due any 

day. 

Glenna Blanding pictured with her fourth grade students. 

m 
IN 
t h e l o w e l l • o w e i i | ledger 

LADIES ...LADIES ...LADIES 
Join local ladies at the Marker Middle School 

in Saranac on April 10 from 
8:00 am to 4:30 p.m. for a one-day event -

'Women Ready and Waiting" 
A study about the Bride of Christ and having a heart for Him. 

Enjoy breakfast during registration, 
several workshops, lunch, music and more. 

The cost is $15.00 per person. 
CALL 897-6332 FOR INFORMATION 

• « ^ 

% 

F i - f t T R I V E R The FJ1.0.M. THRIFT SHOP 
OUTREACH 
MINISTRIES BOUTIQUE/FURNITURE STORE 

f 

1 

Is Thinking Spring! 
From jackets to jewelry, blankets to books, we have it 

all and at the lowest prices in Lowell. 

Are you doing your Spring cleaning? 

Please remember us with your donations of clean, 

gently-used clothing, housewares and furniture. 

Store Hours: 

J 

Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4 pm. 

Phone number for all services is 897-8260. 

We are located at 11535 Fulton St., East 

www.fromlowell.org 

m f 

http://www.OurBlgChurch.org
http://www.goodshepherdlowell.org
http://www.stmary-lowell.com
http://WWW.FAMILYDENTISTRYOFLOWELL.COM
http://www.fromlowell.org
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As your local independent 
insurance agent, our mission 
is to provide the best service 

in the universe. 

Looks like doing the right 
thing is still what matters 

most to the people in 
West Michigan. 

xAuto 
1 

-Owners Insurance 
Life Home Car Business 

7Ae % frtAn PeofiHf? 

AND ASSOCIATE' 

I'UKM N ft It Til 
A U T O - O W N E R S 

I N S U R A N C E 
BY ,111. pOVV tR ASH IA1K 

i t s 

f 

k 

i 

•if. 

Thank you for rating Auto-Owners Insurance 
"Highest in Customer Satisfaction with the Auto 

Insurance Claims Experience, Two Years in a Row" 
according to J.D. Power and Associates. 

We aye independent agents proudly representing Auto-Owners Insurance. 

AIC INSURANCE 
SERVICES 

219 E. Main Street 
Lowell • 616-987-8000 

7275 Branson Street SE 
Ada • 616-676-4000 

•fipoiiM'S from auto insn 
fCfutions of (finsutoon 

; lljiv .'i • lul\ i 'I f-.xi !(}('>•' iliri-.i-
*•3. Vi»ur is*pi.mnia s iiwv vary. \ wit ideowcw-orc. 
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Winter guard has strong showing in competition 
Winter guard groups, 

Exit 52 and Almost Home, 

had a strong showing at a 

competition at Reeths-Puffer 

on Saturday, March 13. 

Almost Home had their 

best performance of the 

season and brought home 

well-deserved first place 

honors. 

Flag line class results: 

1st, Almost Home, 73.20; 

2nd, Reeths-Puffer Cadets 

Green, 67.90; 3rd, Reeths-

Puffer Cadets White, 66.70; 

and 4th, Muskegon Catholic 

Central Crusaders, 66.30. 

Exit 52 got great crowd 

response adding fireflies 

and sparkles and came in 

second. 

AA class results: 
1st, Reeths-Puffer JV The members of Almost Home are, front row, 
Winterguard, 65.60; 2nd, left to right: Rachael Yomtoob and Mackenzie 
Exit 52, 63.60; 3rd, Mount Bush; back row, left to right: Emily Mundwiler, 
Pleasant High School Winter Ciera Bowden, and Riley Breimayer. 
Guard, 60.90; 4th, Portage 

Northern, 59.00; and 5th, — — — 

Zephyros, 57.10. 

Lowell High School 
Students of the Month 

f 

\\ 

The members of Exit 52 are, front row, left to right: Nicole Begin, Sara 
Mundwiler, Jodi Carvill, Robert Becker, Amanda Willson, and Danielle Bagin; 
back row, left to right: Allison Huffman, Kayla Blough, Rachel Phelps, Audrey 
McKay, Kaylee Davies, and Brianna Heikkila. 

t h e l o w e l l • o w e i i | ledger 
In conjunction with the 

LHS Academic Boosters, 

Lowell High School 

announced that Daniel 
Geurkink, 10th grade; and 

Tyler Geurkink, 12th grade; 

are the Lowell High School 
February Students of the 

Month. 
In order to be eligible for 

this honor a student must be 

nominated by a department. 

All the nomination forms for 

the month are then reviewed 

and voted on at the monthly 

Department Chair meeting. 

Students are selected based 

and focused. One of the 

nicest things about Dan is his 

attention to detail. He took 

the time at the end of class 

each day to carefully fold 

all of the blankets kept in 
the room for students to use. 
He appreciated the blankets 

and so he treated them as a 

privilege, not taking them 
for granted. Thoughtfiilness 

like Dan's is often taken for 
granted and never celebrated 

as it should be." 

"Tyler has become the 
4go-to' guy in speech class. 

When no one wants to 

LHS also announced 

that Hailey DeGrote, 12th 

grade; and Kristyn Krey, 
I Ith grade; have been named 

the February Students of the 

Month at KCTC. DeGrote 
received the honor for 

cosmetology and Krey for 

graphic design. 
If you are interested in 

helping support the LHS 
Academic Boosters you may 

call Janine Mork at 897-

5671. 

*** 

I am a kind of 

paranoiac in 
reverse. I suspect 

people of plotting 

to make me happy. 

- J. D. Salinger 
(1919-2009) 

aic 
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Daniel Geurkink 

on academic achievement , 

character, and work ethic. 

There are 1283 students 

e l ig ib lefornominat ion ,soth is 

is quite an accomplishment 

for Daniel and Tyler. The 

students receive a $20 movie 

gift card and a certificate. 

Daniel and Tyler were 

nominated by the English 

department, and they write, 

' T h e amazing thing about 

Dan is that he does enjoy 

entertaining others, but he 

never does it at the expense 

of the academic rigor of the 

classroom. His jokes are 

consistently additive, and his 

participation is always astute 

Tyler Geurkink 

volunteer to time speeches, 

Tyler is always ready to 

oblige. He is fr iendly and 

engaging with everyone. He 

never has a negative thing 

to say and he is always 

ready with a smile. 1 cannot 

honestly picture Tyler 

without a smile. He is also 

one of the most thoughtful 

speakers I have ever met. 

Each element of his speeches 

is weighed . and organized 

for optimal effect on his 

audience. His classmates 

have even commented on 

how much they like to hear 

Tyler 's speeches." 

Residential 
Commercial 
Air Conditioning 
Heating Systems 
licensed 
insured 
Water & Sewer Hookups 
Video Inspection 
Same Day Water 
Heaters installed 
Sales, Service & installation 
of All Plumbing Fixtures 
Drain Cleaning 
Water Softeners 

1 0 0 % S A T I S F A C T I O N G U A R A N T E E D 
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Maple syrup festival at WWC, a true harbinger of spring 
by Emma Palova 

The breakfast celebrating 

maple syrup time at the 

Wittenbach Wege Center 

(WWC) is ready. The chef 

made pancakes with maple 

syrup, scrambled eggs and 

sausage links, all for only 
$5. 

After the hearty breakfast, 

a short stroll through the 

woods to the cabin that has 

been transformed into a sugar 

shack shows that the winter 

is finally over. 

The trails with leaves are 

softened by the thaw and only 

a few patches of stubborn 

snow remain here and there. 

The water in the creek is 

clear and abundant. 

A steady stream of visitors 

admires the native tradition 

of making maple syrup 

by demonstrators Luanne 

Kaeb, Gary Blough and Joy 

Zaagman. Kaeb explained 

that the natives taught the 

pioneers how to make the 

sweet syrup. 

And even though it may 

be a short season for maple 

syrup this year, according 

to Melody Nobel of Melody 

Bee sugar bush in Alto, the 

sap may still flow if it cools 

down at night to 25 degrees. 

Nobel said it has been too 

warm, so far. Compared to 

last year, the farm may only 

make 160 gallons of syrup 

this year. Last year, they 

made 350 gallons. 

"We might still have a 

good run," said Kaeb. 

WWC director Meggan Johnson was the chef for the day as she made 
pancakes. 

Is your bladder 
holding you Cd 
Sometimes surgery simply fails to stop embarrassing leakage. Don't continue 

to be held captive by your problem. 

Dr. Jason Bennett, an advanced urogynecologist providing services at 

Saint Mary's in Grand Rapids, can help you find relief with InterStim®Therapy. 

This outpatient procedure approved by the FDA 

provides safe, effective treatment for stubborn 

urinary incontinence. conhci- ol 

your life and open your eyes to 

A 

'he solutions found 

. ) 

Call 616.685.4171 or visit 

www.smadvancedurogyn.org 

to learn more and to set up your 

confidential screening. 

i 

1 

Demonstrator Luanne Kaeb shows how the pioneers tapped the tree. 

t h e l o w e l l l o w e n i ledger 
P.O. Box 128 

Lowell, Ml 49331 
897-9261 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday: 

8 am - 5 pm 
Friday: 8 am - 2 pm 
Closed Sat. & Sun. 
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We want 
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A N I M A L H O S P I T A L O F 

Sick or hyureJ Aiwmils Seen Same Dny 

Eveuinijs & Sal unlay Hours AvaiLihle 

Early Drop-oJJs & House Calls 

2 4-Hour Emergency Service 

Science Diet Pel Foods 

BoarJincj Croomini) 
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£ f 
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Call 897-8484 
11610 Eost Fullon Street • Lowell, Michigan 
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Maple syrup fest, continued 
The Center has been 

sharing the art of making 

maple syrup at the cabin 

since 2005. The sap has to 

boil to a certain temperature 

so the water evaporates. 

A hydrometer is used to 

measure the temperature. 

Kaeb showed how the 

pioneers tapped the tree with 

a drill. 

After all the hard work in 

the smoke and the morning 

chill, there is always a sugar 

party at the sugar shack 

complete with pickles. 

"Your body absorbs 

the sap and it just craves 

pickles," said Kaeb. 

Zaagman made donuts 

from scratch on the same 

fire next to a pan full of sap. 

No party would be complete 

without a snow cone, that is 

maple syrup served on snow. 

Since the snow was gone, the 

demonstrators offered maple 

syrup on ice. 

The whole event was well 

attended with approximately 

240 in attendance, and by 11 

a.m., the eggs were gone. 

Melody Bee farms make 

honey, maple syrup, beeswax, 

maple coated nuts, lip balm, 

maple bark, honey soap and 

maple candy. For more info: 

(616) 862-3771. 

Melody Nobel of Melody Bee farms in Alto had a table explaining 
the maple syrup making process. The farms donated the syrup for 

^ If r 
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A short stroll through 
the pine woods ends 
up at the cabin with 
demonstrators. 

Joy Zaagman, left, 
made donuts from 
scratch. 

the breakfast. 

Sending or Receiving 
$1 for 1 st sheet, 50(5 each 

additional sheet 
The Lowell Ledger 

105 N. Broadway, Lowell 

Lowell Area 
Arts Council 

wishes to 

THANK YOU 
for a successful Art Attack 

Donations by Businesses and Individuals: 

Beachum Flooring, Mary Benedict Attorney at Law, Deer Run Golf Club 
Curves of Lowell, Family Dentistry of Lowell, Harold Zieglar Ford of Lowell, 
Frugal Window Cleaning, Snap Fitness of Lowell, Fire & Water Art Gallery, 
Quail Ridge Golf Club, Grand Rapids Symphony, Kissing Rock Kitchens, 
Timber Ridge Golf Club, Opera Grand Rapids, Grand Rapids Ballet Co., 

Thousand Oaks Golf Club, Boulder Creek Golf Club, Grand Valley State University, 
Hearthstone Design, Robert D. Grooters Development and River House Condos, 

Chimera Design, Glass House Designs, David Hildenbrand, David & Jan Thompson, 
Larry Moore - USA Golf, Bill & Lori Ingraham, Jim & Bobby White, 

Brian & Cheryl Doyle, Flat River Grill, Jack & Denise Lane, Diane LaWarre, 
Nancy Wood, Ron Wood, Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce, 

Huntington Bank, Jeanette Yeiter, Jack Misner, Toni Versluys 

Donations bv Artists: 

Cindy Allen, Ted Bergin, Mary Bommarito, Sue Clay, Kacey Cornwell, 
Karyn DeKeiser-Moulton, Julie DeVoe, Patricia Diemer, Mary Doezema, 

Sandy Bartlett & Gary Dietzel, Jan Johnson, Janet Krueger, Richard Muller, 
Bonnie Osborne, Liz Ripley, Patti Sevensma, Ken Skinner, Susan Molnar, 

Jerri Teelander, Judith Thumser, Lisa Wierenga, Virginia Wieringa, 
Dick Wilson, Gerard Wood 

Volunteers: 
Liz Baker, Gail Fonger, Bonnie Grooters, Rebecca Hommowun, Dick & Nola Bryan, 

Jan Johnson, Roger & Diane LaWarre, Mary McAlary, Liz & Clint Ripley, David Organek, 
Tina Greene, Gary &Trisa Eldridge, Gordon Gould, Jan Bailey, Barb Pierce, 
Jack & Denise Lane, David Durkee, Amanda Geldersma, and Kati Hoseth 

Special Thank You to Roger MacNaughton & Cindy Kropf for 
the musical entertainment and to Auctioneer Trent & Jennifer Buck. 

i 

• 

from 

Dr. Reagan and Staff 

I 

C0NYINIENT HOURS: 
Even ings & Sa tu rdaysKlon . -Thurs . 8 a m - 5 pro 

T " f t < 8 a m - 7 p m ; Pri. 8 a m - 1 2 

207 W. Ma n St. • Histom Downtown lowell' 897-7179 

http://www.smadvancedurogyn.org
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Lowell FFA members attend state convention 
Thirty-five students from 

the Lowell FFA traveled 

to East Lansing to receive 

recognition or compete at the 

State FFA convention which 

was held March 11-13 on the 

campus of Michigan State 

University. 

Members from Lowell 

competed in two State 

FFA leadership contests. 

The leadership contests 

are designed to help the 

students build teamwork 

and communication skills in 

order to make them better 

leaders and more prepared 

for the future. In order to 

qualify for the state contests, 

members first had to advance 

through district and regional 

contests, finishing in the top 

two at each level. Lowell had 

40 members compete at the 

district level, 12 advanced to 

regionals, and nine competed 

at the state contests. 

In Greenhand public 

speaking, Sarah Crosby was 

named the state runner-up 

and John Mark finished in 

fourth place, both receiving 

gold awards. In this contest, 

these freshman members 

had to research, prepare and 

present a 6-8 minute speech 

and then answer questions 

from the judges. Crosby's 

speech was on the topic of 

manure management on 

farms and Mark's speech 

was on invasive species in 

Michigan, specifically feral 

pigs and Asian carp. 

Middle school members, 

Maria Blough, Amy 

Carpenter, Emma Clouser, 

Paul Crosby, Kelliann Jacobs, 

Jacob Poll and Brice Warner 

competed in the Jr. High 

conduct of meetings contest. 

These members had to 

demonstrate their knowledge 

of FFA ceremonies and 

parliamentary procedure 

by properly and efficiently 

running a meeting. The team 

from Lowell received a silver 

award in this contest. 

In addition to the 

leadership contests, 

individual members were 

recognized in other award 

areas. 

In the state proficiency 

awards, Emma Bencker 

and Chelsea Pipkins earned 

gold awards, while Paula 

Blough and Sara Fosburg 

received silver awards. 

The proficiency awards 

Lowell FFA members that received the State FFA degree were, front row, left to right: Chelsea Pipkins, 
Kirsten Mork, Mary Kate Walsh, Emma Bencker, and Kelsey Langlois; back row: Mackenzie Roerig, 
Sara Fosburg, Kari Bergy, Bob Crosby, Jack Weeber, and Paula Blough; not pictured: Josh Phelps. 

in the small animal care Of the over 5,000 members 

area for breeding and selling in the Michigan FFA, only 

show quality rabbits and 352 were chosen to receive 

recognize students that have Fosburg was recognized this award. The Lowell FFA 

outstanding Supervised i n the agricultural services members that received the 

Agricultural Experiences category for working with award were Emma Bencker, 

(SAE). Bencker and Blough Grand Carriages. Kari Bergy, Paula Blough, 

were each honored in the Twelve members from Bob Crosby, Sara Fosburg, 

agricultural sales category, the Lowell Chapter received Kelsey Langlois, Kirsten 

Bencker for her work at the their State FFA degree. The Mork, Josh Phelps, Chelsea 

Ice Cream Caboose in Alto State FFA degree is the Pipkins, Mackenzie Roerig, 

and Blough for the work she highest award that the State Mary Kate Walsh and Jack 

does at Heidi's Farm Stand. Association can bestow Weeber. 

Pipkins earned recognition u P o n o n e 0 f its members. In order to be considered 
for the state degree, students 

have to show that they have 

worked on a SAE and have 

been active in the FFA. 

A student's SAE project 

combines the information 

learned in the agriscience 

classes with the leadership 

experiences in the FFA. The 

SAE is tailored to the student's 

interests in agriculture. These 

projects can range from fair 

animals to jobs to community 

service activities. In order to 

qualify for the state degree, 

the student has to document 

that they have either earned 

$2000 from their project, 

spent at least 450 hours on 

the project, or a combination 

of the two. 

The Outstanding Junior 

award was given to nine 

students from Lowell. 

FFA, cont inued , 

page 20 
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Sarah Crosby and John Mark each earned gold 
awards in the State Greenhand public speaking 
contest. 

• 
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Where it all com 
TOGETHER 

105 N. Broadway • Lowel l , Ml 4 9 3 4 1 

No matter how difficult the challenge, 
no matter how complex the task, 

Lowell Litho offers proven solutions 
to solve most any printing puzzle. 

Call today for a quote! 
616.897.9261 

Chelsea Pipkins, Paula Blough, Emma Bencker 
and Sara Fosburg earned recognition in the State 
FFA proficiency award areas. 

/ 

Members of the Jr. High Conduct of Meetings team from Lowell include, 
from left to right, front row: Maria Blough, Amy Carpenter, and Brice Warner; 
back row; Paul Crosby, Emma Clouser, Jacob Poll, and Kelliann Jacobs. 
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Football golf outing structure redirected 
by Thad Kraus 

The 2010 annual Lowell 

football golf outing links a 

football generation past with 

the present. 

The May 21 event 

will celebrate the players 

of the TO's and their 

accomplishments. 

"We're changing the 

structure a little bit by 

using the event to unite 

generations of Red Arrow 

players," Lowell football 

coach Noel Dean explained. 

"This year we ' re honoring 

and celebrating players from 

the 70's." 

The generation 

produced three Tri-River 

championships, 1972 (6-0, 

7-2), 1973 (6-0, 9-0) and 

1979 (5-2, 7-2). 

Just a few of the names 

you may recall from the 70^ 

include Carl Kloosterman, 

Rick Wilcox, Ed Roth, Kris 

Kropf, John Wilder, Dean 

Olin, Perry Beachum, Bob 

Grummet and Denny Huver. 

Kloosterman is also 

forever linked to one of the 

best regular season football 

games in Lowell's history. 

Kloosterman scored 

the go-ahead and winning 

touchdown with 1:13 to play 

in the Red Arrows' 28-22 win 

over Forest Hills Northern in 

1979. 

The day of the event 

will begin with a morning 

tour of the Lowell facilities 

along with some player 

demonstration pieces. 

Coffee and donuts will be 

available. 

Golf is scheduled to 

fill the late morning and 

afternoon at Quail Ridge (18 

holes) and Arrowhead Golf 

(choose between 18 or nine 

holes) courses. 

Players will be able to 

choose their course. 

There will be an $85 fee 

at Quail Ridge and a $65 fee 

at Arrowhead. For players 

choosing nine holes the 

fee will be $50. Play will 

include lunch at the turn. 

The golf fee also includes 

dinner at the Grand Volute 

Ballrooms. 

The dinner portion of the 

event will start with a social 

hour/silent auction at 5:30 

p.m. 

The keynote speaker 

address featuring Michigan 

State football coach Mark 

Dantonio is scheduled to 

begin at 6:30 at the Grand 

Volute. 

The evening will also 

include comments from a 

few 70's players and from 

coach Dean. 

Those individuals not 

interested in playing golf 

are welcomed to attend the 

dinner program. 

Dinner is $60 per couple 

or $35 per person. 

A live auction will follow. 

The items being auctioned 

off are a birthday party. East 

Grand Rapids press box 12 

person dinner, 11 players for 

yard cleanup, a signed helmet 

of the 2009 state champion 

players and a money ball. 

Light music and dancing 

will conclude the evening. 

The event committee 

encourages everyone who 

knows a player to have them 

contact, through e-mail or a 

phone: 

Denny Huver 

huvercraft3@aol.com - 616-

889-4534 

Bucky Curtis 

buck92055@sbcglobaLnet -

616-299-1614 

Perry Beachum - 616-

460-3934 

Rick Seese - rseese@ 

greenridge.com - 616-437-

2576 

The contacts will be able 

to pass along information 

and forms for the event. 

All proceeds from the 

daylong event will support 

an endowment to aid 

underprivileged kids who 

want to play football and the 

Lowell youth football and 

high school programs. 

"It will be an exciting 

day and an opportunity to 

welcome back and celebrate 

generations of Red Arrow 

football players," continued 

Dean. 

had to say it! 

It's time to fill out your 

brackets, if you haven't 

already. 

Tipoff for the tourney is 

noon on Thursday. 

Enter the Ledger's 

Bracket Brigade contest and 

have a chance at winning a 

$35 Larkin's gift certificate. 

Kwm 
i f-' ' ' 

Thad Kraus 

All entries which finish 

with more points than Thad 

(that would be me) are 

entered into the drawing for 

the certificate. 

First round games are 

worth a point. Second round 

games are worth two points. 

Third round games are worth 

four points. Elite eight games 

are worth eight points. Final 

four games are worth 16 

points and correctly picking 

the champion is worth 32 

points. 

All entries must be in the 

Ledger office before noon on 

THURSDAY. Good Luck! 

Jus t a few thoughts about 

this year's tournament. 

If 1 had to pick a double 

digit seeded team to make 

the elite eight, who might it 

be? 

M m m f 
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t w i m m s m n j u 
Join in the MADNESS of it all and make your col-

lege basketball tournament selections along with 
Ledger sports reporter Thad Kraus. 

BEAT HIM and have your name entered into a 
drawing at a chance to win a $35 dinner certifi-
cate to LARKIN'S RESTAURANT. 

it's simple and costs nothing to enter. 
After Sunday's (March 14) NCAA Tournament 

Selection Show, fill your bracket out all the way 
through and mail or drop it off at the Ledger of-
fice before noon on Thursday, March 18. 

Then follow along, and compare how you're doing 

against that Ledger guy. 
Thad's picks will be published in the paper and his 

running total will be in each week's edition. 

First-round selections will be worth a point apiece; 
second-round selections will be worth two points; 
third-round, four points; fourth-round, eight points; 
and the championship game is worth 16 points. 

I'm going to go with 

Murray State. 

Who will be the first 

number one seed out? 

I'll go with Kentucky I 

will root that it's Duke. 

When is the third number 

one seed treated like the 

number one overall seed? 

When you wear a Blue Devil 

uniform or are coached by 

Coach K. Could the Dukies 

have an easier path to the 

final four? 

Will the Spartans benefit 

from the Izzo effect this 

year? No! State just isn't that 

good with or without Izzo on 

the bench. 

Since the start of the 

NCAA play-in game back 

in 2001, the winner has 

always played the number 

one overall seed. Not this 

year. An exception was made 

for, you got it. Coach K's 

Dukies. 

How does thai make you 

feel Kansas? 

Jason Whitlock, who 

writes for the Kansas City 

Star, wrote a terrific article 

in Monday's paper titled 

"NCAA caves to TV pressure 

by going easy on Duke." 

In it he suggests the reason 

CBS and ESPN did not 

address the Duke issue was 

because the Blue Devils are a 

television ratings gold mine. 

(They and North Carolina 

have two of the biggest built-

in audiences to TV sets.) The 

NCAA is also in the process 
of negotiating a new TV 

contract. 

Duke making it to the 

final four helps the television 

numbers and thereby helps 

the NCAA's bid for more 

dollars in the new contract 

as does holding the 96-team 

tournament carrot out in front 

of the networks. 

Whitlock noted he would 

not be surprised if Christian 

Laitner, Grant Hill and Shane 

Battier referee all of Duke's 

games. 

Copies of my filled out 

bracket can be picked up at 

the front desk of the Ledger 

office. 

A shout out to Lowell's 

Kelsey Teft. The Red Arrow 

gymnast was crowned the 

balance beam Division 2 

state champion. 

She is the first Lowell 

gymnast to qualify for the 

state tournament in all four 

events. 

She also placed fifth in the 

state on the vault and ninth in 

the floor exercise. Teft was 

eighth in all-around points. 

Her performance on 

Saturday in Rockford makes 

Teft arguably the best Lowell 

gymnast in the school's 

history. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF 
PRIVATE FOUNDATION 

NOTICE 
The annual report of the Lowell Area 
Housing, Inc. Foundation for the year 
ended December 31, 2009 is 
available for inspection at its 
principal office, 725 Bowes Road, 
Lowell, Michigan during regular 
business hours by any citizen who 
requests within 180 days after date 
of this notice. 

Dated: March 10, 2010 
Leo Pfaller 

President 

LUNCH MENU 

ELEMENTARY 
MENU 
Week of 

March 22, 2010 

MON: Pepperoni pizza 

(cheeseburger on bun also 

offered at Alto. Cherry 

Creek & Murray Lake), 

tater tots, assorted fruit, 
milk. 

TUES: Chicken patty on 

bun (hot ham & cheese 

bagel also offered at Alto. 

Cherry Creek & Murray 

Lake), oven baked beans, 

fruit crisp, milk. 

WED: Chicken mashed 

potato bowl w/gravy & roll 

(3 meat sub also offered at 

Alto. Cherry Creek & 

Murray Lake), mashed 

potatoes/gravy, assorted 
fruit, milk. 

THURS: Spaghetti & 

Italian meatsauce w/dinner 

roll (stacked ham & cheese 

on bun also offered at Alto, 
Cherry Creek & Murray 

Lake), cooked carrots, 
pineapple, milk. 

FRI: Pizza dippers w/ 
sauce (turkey & cheese on 

bun also offered at Alto, 

Cherry Creek & Murray 

Lake), fresh vegetables, 
fruited gelatin salad, milk. 

mailto:huvercraft3@aol.com
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2009 Water Quality Report for 
City of Lowell and Lowell Charter Township 

This report covers the drinking water quality for 
The City of Lowell and Lowell Township Water 
for the calendar year 2009. This information is 
a snapshot of the quality of the water that we 
provided to you in 2009. Included are details about 
where your water comes from, what it contains, 
and how it compares to Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and state standards. 

Your water comes from 4 groundwater wells, each 
over 87 feet in depth, drawing from the Grand 
River watershed. They are located at 1596 Bowes 
Road in Lowell behind the water plant. The State 
performed an assessment of our source water in 
2003 to determine the susceptibility or the relative 
potential of contamination. The susceptibility 
rating is on a seven-tiered scale from "very-
low" to very-high" based primarily on geologic 
sensitivity, water chemistry and contaminant 
sources. The susceptibility of our source is 
moderate. (See Table 1.) We have no significant 
sources of contamination. We are making efforts 
to protect our sources by maintaining a wellhead 
protection program. A copy of the full Source 
Water Assessment can be obtained by contacting 
George Regan at the Lowell Water Treatment 
Plant, 1596 Bowes Rd., Lowell, Ml 49331 or call 
at 616-897-5234. 

Contaminants and their presence in water: 
Drinking Water, including bottled water, may 
reasonably be expected to contain at least small 
amounts of some contaminants. The presence of 
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that 
water poses a health risk. More information about 
contaminants and potential health effects can 
be obtained by calling the EPA's Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 

Vulnerability of sub-populations: Some 
people may be more vulnerable to contaminants 
in drinking water than the general population. 
Immuno-compromised persons such as persons 
with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons 
who have undergone organ transplants, people 
with HIV/AIDS or other immune systems 
disorders, some elderly, and infants can be 
particularly at risk from infections. These people 
should seek advice about drinking water from 
their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines 
on appropriate means to lessen the risk of 
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial 
contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 

Sources of drinking water: The sources of 
drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) 
include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, 
springs, and wells. Our water comes from wells. 
As water travels over the surface of the land or 
through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring 
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, 
and can pick up substances resulting from the 
presence of animals or from human activity. 

Contaminants that may be present in source 
water include: 

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses 
and bacteria, which may come from sewage 
treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural 
livestock operations and wildlife. 
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and 
metals, which can be naturally-occurring or 
result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial 
or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas 
production, mining or farming. 
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come 
from a variety of sources such as agriculture and 

residential uses. 
Radioactive contaminants, which are naturally 
occurring or be the result of oil and gas production 
and mining activities. 
Organic chemical contaminants, including 
synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which 
are by-products of industrial processes and 
petroleum production, and can also come from 
gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic 
systems. 

Water Quality Data 
The table below lists all the drinking water 
contaminants that we detected during the 2009 
calendaryear. The presence of these contaminants 
in the water does not necessarily indicate that the 
water poses a health risk. Unless otherwise noted, 
the data presented in this table is from testing done 
January 1 - December 31, 2009. The State allows 
us to monitor for certain contaminants less than 
once per year because the concentrations of these 
contaminants are not expected to vary significantly 

from year to year. All of the data is representative 
of the water quality, but some are more than one 
year old. 
Terms and abbreviations used below: 
Wafer Supplier: Define only the terms you use in 
the table below. Delete any you don't use. 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): 
The level of a contaminant in drinking water below 
which there is no known or expected risk to health. 
MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The 
highest level of a contaminant that is allowed 
in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the 
MCLGs as feasible using the best available 
treatment technology. 
N/A: Not applicable ND: not detectable at testing 
limit ppb: parts per billion or micrograms per liter 
ppm: parts per million or milligrams per liter pCi/l: 
picocuries per liter (a measure of radioactivity). 
Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant 
which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other 
requirements that a water system must follow. 

Regulated 
Contaminant 

MCL MCLG 
Highest Level 

Detected 
Range 

Sample 
Date 

Violation 
Yes / No 

Typical Source of Contaminant 

Nitrate 

(ppm) 
10 10 1.4 06/16/09 No 

Run off from fertilizer use and erosion 
of natural resources 

Total 

Trihalomethanes 

(ppm) 

0.080 0.080 0.003 06/16/09 No Organic and chlorination by-products 

Fluoride 

(ppm) 
4 4 1.0 06/16/09 No 

Erosion of natural deposits. Discharge 
from fertilizer and aluminum factories 

Radioactive 

Contaminant 
MCL MCLG 

Highest 

Level 

Detected 

Range 
Sample 

Date 

Violation 

Yes/No 
Typical Source of Contaminant 

Alpha emitters 

(pCi/l) 
15 0 <3 10/31/00 No Erosion of natural deposits 

Ra226/228 

(pCi/L) 
5 None <1 5/13/03 No Erosion of natural deposits 

•• 

Unregulated Contaminant 

Single 
Sample Test Range 

Sample 
Date 

Typical Special Monitoring and 
Source of Contaminant 

Sodium 

(ppm) 
12 06/16/09 Erosion of natural deposits 

Contaminant 
Subject to AL 

Action Level 
90% of 

Samples 
<_Thls Level 

Sample 
Date 

Number of 
Samples 

Above AL 
Typical Source of Contaminant 

Lead (ppb) 15 3 NA 6/28/07 0 Corrosion of household plumbing 
systems: Erosion of natural deposits 

Copper (ppb) 1300 10 NA 6/28/07 0 
Corrosion of household plumbing 

systems: Erosion of natural deposits: 
Leaching from wood preservatives 

LEAD: If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant 
and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with 
service lines and home plumbing. The City of Lowell is responsible for providing high quality drinking 
water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has 
been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 
30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead 
in your water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline at 800-426-4791 or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 

** Unregulated contaminants are those for which EPA has not established drinking water standards. 
Monitoring helps EPA to determine where certain contaminants occur and whether it needs to regulate 
those contaminants. 
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2009 Water Quality Report, continued 
Microbial 

Contaminants 
MCL MCLG Number 

Detected 
Violation 
Yes / No 

Typical Source of 
Contaminant 

Total Coliform 
Bacteria 

1 positive monthly sample 
(5% of monthly samples 

positive) 
0 0 No Naturally present in the 

environment 

Fecal Coliform and 
E. co// 

Routine and repeat sample 
total coliform positive, and 
one is also fecal or E co// 

positive 

0 0 No Human and animal fecal 
waste 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, 
EPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of 
certain contaminants in water provided by public 
water systems. Food and Drug Administration 
regulations establish limits for contaminants in 
bottled water which provide the same protection 
for public health. 

Table 1 

Distribution System Regulated Contaminant 
Source Water Assessment 

Sample point Test Result Analyte Name Tested Limit MCL Rpt Limit 

Plant Tap 0.0030 mg/l Max Potential Trihalomethanes 6/16/09 0.08 mg/1 0.0004 
mg/1 

Sample Hydrant 0.0180 mg/1 Max Potential Trihalomethanes 6/17/08 0.08 mg/1 0.0004 
mg/1 

CHLORINE RESIDUALS: 
"Maximum residual disinfectant level, or MRDL (4.0mg/1), means the highest level of a disinfectant 
allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for 
control of microbial contaminants." 

"Maximum residual disinfectant level goal, or MRDLG (4.0mg/l), means the level of a drinking water 
disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the 
benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants." 

"RAA is the running annual average". Previous Year 

Chlorine (ppm) J F M A M J J A S O N 
D 

Bacteriological sample site #/ 
Bacteriological sample site #2 
Bacteriological sample site #5 

Monthly average of samples 

0.52 0.57 0.58 0.48 0.39 0.50 0.50 0.48 

0.34 0.42 0.35 0.21 0.15 0.27 0.28 0.37 0.41 

0.45 0.52 0.44 0.39 0.38 0.46 0.35 0.37 0.42 

0.44 0.50 0.46 0.36 0.31 0.41 0.32 0.41 0.44 

Year Covered by the CCR 

Chlorine (ppm) 

D 
J F M M J J O N 

Bacteriological sample site #1 

Bacteriological sample site #2 

Bacteriological sample site #3 

Monthly average of samples 

RAA computed quarterly 

RAA 2009 quarterly 
0.397 

0.45 0.52 0.47 0.47 0.47 0.48 0.51 0.56 

0.31 0.17 0.20 0.32 0.32 0.33 0.24 0.24 0.30 0.36 

0.28 0.32 0.33 0.48 0.39 0.47 0.43 0.48 0.42 0.47 

0.58 

0.46 0.44 

0.47 0.54 

0.30 0.24 0.33 0.44 0.39 0.42 0.38 0.40 0.41 0.46 0.47 0.52 

0.377 0.364 0.373 0.397 

0.377 0.364 0.373 

RAA 2009 

0.397 
0.377 0.364 0.373 

Monitoring and Reporting Requirements: The 
State and EPA require us to test our water on a 
regular basis to ensure its safety. We met all 
monitoring and reporting requirements for 
2009. 

We will update this report annually and 
will keep you informed of any problems 
that may occur throughout the year, as 
they happen. Copies are available at 
Lowell City Hall, 301 East Main, Lowell, 
Michigan and at Lowell Township Offices, 
2910 Alden Nash S.E., Lowell, Michigan. 
This report will not be sent to you. 

We invite public participation in 
decisions that affect drinking water quality. 
Lowell City Council meetings are held on 
the first and third Mondays of the month 
at 7;30pm in the Council Chambers at 
Lowell City Hall, 301 E. Main, Lowell,Ml. 
Lowell Township meetings are held at 
7;00pm on the first and third Mondays of 
each month at the Lowell Township Hall, 
2910 Alden Nash S.E., Lowell, Ml. For 
more information about your water, or the 
contents of this report, contact George 
Regan at 897-5234. For more information 
about safe drinking water, visit the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency at www. 
epa.gov/safewater/. 

Look in the Buyers Guide this 
weekend for a special section with 

information on the Lowell Expo! 

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead
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BARNES 
Chase Raymond Barnes, March 12, 2010, was 

expected in July but he could not wait another minute 
to meet his mommy, Brandie Barnes. After snuggling 
with mommy, he was kissed and hugged by his Papa 
and Grandma, John and Dawne Swanson; Grandpa, 
Jamie Barnes; Uncle, Evan Swanson; Great-Grandma 
and Grandpa, Sadie and Mac Mclver; Auntie Lyndee 
Bruinekool, and mommy's best friend, Jen Ettinger. 
After he knew everyone would be okay without him, he 
continued his journey to meet his Great-Papa, Raymond 
"Pete" Daisy, who mommy said could not wait another 
minute to teach him how to fish. We are amazed that 
such a little guy could accomplish so much in such a 
short time. Chase's life was a miracle and his death 
was life-altering to all of us. A celebration of Chase's life 
and special prayer service will be Thursday, March 18 
at 11 a.m. at The First Congregational United Church 
of Christ, 865 Lincoln Lake Ave. SE in Lowell with Rev. 
Terry Tessari officiating. 

FYE 
Louise 0. Fye (Mason), aged 94, of Kentwood, 

passed away on Sunday, March 14, 2010. She was 
an active member of Plymouth Congregational Church 
and was a silver fawn with Boys Scouts of America. 
Her husband, Wilbur Fye, Sr. preceded her in death as 
well as her son, Robert Lowell Fye. Surviving are her 
children, James L. Mason, Ronald L. Mason, Paul R. 
and Kim Fye, Phillip J. Fye and Kathleen J. Mooney, 
Wilbur G. Jr. and Maxine Fye; many grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. Cremation has taken place 
and a memorial service will be held Saturday, March 
20 at 1 p.m. at Plymouth Congregational Church, 4010 
Kalamazoo Ave. SE. Memorial contributions may be 
given to Plymouth Congregational Church. The family 
will greet friends at the church following the service. 

The Family of 
Sgt. Lucas Tyler Beachnaw 

would like to extend our heartfelt 
gratitude to the community of 
Lowell for all of your support, 

prayers and help. A special thanks 
to those who went above and beyond 

with helping of the service, and 
helping the soldiers and our family. 

We need credit 
to flow to 
Main Street 

Not long ago, I testified 

before a subcommittee of the 

Senate Banking Committee 

on a vital issue to Michigan: 

ensuringthatsmallbusinesses 

have access to the credit 

they need. We need credit 

to flow to these Main Street 

businesses if we're going to 

beat back unemployment. 

Recent economic data 

suggest that, from a technical 

standpoint, our economy 

is rebounding. But despite 

the fact that our economy is 

becoming productive again, 

it is not providing job growth. 

If we do not act quickly to 

help restore employment, 

the "green shoots'' for which 

we have so much hope will 

wither. 

When 1 talk to employers 

in Michigan, often the 

first problem they discuss 

with me is the difficulty in 

obtaining the capital they 

have traditionally relied on 

to finance their operations: 

capital to meet payroll, to 

finance inventory, to update 

the lowell 

Sincerely, 
Jeanne, Terra, Jamie 
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Lowell Ambulance 
Care Plan 

Serving: Lowell Township, City of Lowell 
and Vergennes Township 

Ambulance Protection, only $39 a year 

ENROLL NOW AND RECEIVE ADDITIONAL 
MONTHS FREE 

And be covered for the 2011 membership year 

With the Lowell Ambulance Care Plan you can feel safe knowing your family 
is protected from out-of-pocket ambulance costs. Hopefully you'll never need 

to use our services, but if you do, our skilled paramedics are always on 
standby 24/7 ready to rush to Care Plan member's aid at a moments notice. 

Call today to enroll in our Care Plan, 616-897-7902 

Sen. Carl Levin 

their equipment or to expand 

their business. Dozens 

upon dozens of businesses 

have come to us, worried 

about their inability to keep 

their lines of credit or get 

new ones. Even those with 

an excellent credit record 

and plenty of orders to fill 

cannot get the financing they 

traditionally have obtained. 

At times my office 

has worked on a one-on-

one basis with individual 

businesses and local banks, 

trying to find solutions that 

can keep business humming. 

We have had discussions 

with the Michigan Bankers 

Association and with state 

officials to try to match 

worthy businesses with banks 

willing and able to lend. But 

the problem persists. 

For much of this crisis, 

our attention has been 

focused on the largest 

financial institutions in 

our country. Programs like 

TARP provided large sums 

of capital to these large 

institutions because their 

failure would endanger the 

entire economy. 

• CATALOGS 

• FLIERS/COUPONS 

• BROCHURES 

• P O S T CARDS 

• Bujiness Caros 
• ENVELOPES 

• LETTERHEAD 

I* BOOKLETS 
• PROCRAWS 

4 P O S T E R S 

AND 

MUCH M O R E ! 

But now, while giant firms 

such as Citi and Goldman 

Sachs report massive profits, 

the real lifeblood of many 

local economies - local 

banks - are struggling. 

Recently, the FD1C released 

a report that demonstrates 

the scope of the problem. At 

the end of 2009, the report 

said, 702 banks across the 

United States were in at least 

some danger of failure. That 

was up 27 percent from just 

three months before, and 

a whopping 1,400 percent 

from the end of 2006, when 

only 50 banks were on that 

list. 

Not surprisingly, as these 

community banks have 

struggled, bank lending 

has plummeted, down 

7.5 percent from 2008 to 

2009. And in Michigan, the 

problem is worse. By one 

estimate, bank loan volume 

in Michigan declined by 74 

percent from 2007 to 2009. 

We must do something 

to support community banks 

so that they can lend to the 

small businesses that are 

key to creating jobs in our 

communities. That's why 

I have co-sponsored a bill 

offered by Sen. Jeff Merkley 

of Oregon that would provide 

support to community banks 

so they can begin lending 

again. 

Another factor that keeps 

businesses from getting 

loans is similar to something 

most homeowners are 

coping with. Just as the 

value of our homes has 

fallen in this recession, 

so has the value of the 

inventory and equipment 

held by businesses. Because 

those assets are worth 

less, banks are less able to 

provide loans that use them 

as collateral. 
Our own Michigan 

Economic Development 

Corporation has a program 

that is designed to help 

support the collateral 

values of borrowers in this 

situation. And for years, the 

state has operated a Capital 

Access Program, which 

can also help borrowers 

with decreased collateral 

values. That program 

funds reserve accounts for 

loans to businesses that 

need collateral support. I 

think we can draw from 

the experience of these 

programs, and craft 

legislation that will directly 

help Michigan businesses 

get the capital they need to 

begin growing again to put 

people back to work. 

Carl Levin is the 

senior U.S. senator from 

Michigan. 
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• Septic Tanks Cleaned • 
• Home Sale Evaluations • 
• 3 Months Free Additives • 

WE WILL ACCEPT COMPETITOR'S COUPONS (ONE COUPON PER VISIT) 

I 
c 
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u 
p 
o 

1 Year Supply Of Custom Bio Bacteria 
OR $15 Off Septic Pumping. 

(VALUE $39.95) 

From 
hL\ck & 
white to 
full color 

we'll 
give your 
printed 

materials 

| v 897-8560 

I 
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897-9555 
105 N. Broadway 

Lowell 

Deborah A Wilks. Agent 
2050 W Main Street 

Lowell. Ml 49331 
Bus; 616-897-9237 

deborah.wilks.pwmq@stalefarm.com 

Open an IRA by April 15. 

An IRA could reduce your 

taxes and it's a great way 

to invest in your future. 

Like a good neighbor, 

State Farm is there * 

CALL ME TODAY. 

INIUIANCI State Farm 
0901200 Slate Farm, Bloommgton. IL 
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classifieds 
for sale 

FREE AD! - Place & pay 
for classified ad in the Buy-
ers Guide & Lowell Ledger 
for 3 weeks & receive the 
4th week FREE! You must 
mention the special in order 
to receive this offer. Valid 
only with new classified 
ads, and must be paid for 
when ad is placed. Call 
897-9555, fax 897-4809 or 
emailto:classifieds@lowell 
buyersguide.com, Lowell. 
Ph. 897-9261. 

BUNKBEDS - A i l new. 58 
models, wood, metal or 
futon, $199 & up. Also sofa 
beds, daybeds & futons. 
ROD Wholesale, 682-4767 
or 293-5188. Can deliver. 

FOR SALE - Freezer beef, 
from small family farm. 
Grain fed, $1.60 lb. hanging 
weight + processing. Call 
897-6754. 

'MATTRESSES -"'New.' 
Twin set, $100; full, $125; 
Queen, $150; king, $175. 
Pillowtop sets starting at 
$175. Waterbed mattress, 
$60 & up. 682-4767 or 
293-5188. 

UPS SHIPPING AT 
THE LOWELL 

LEDGER! 
Call for a price quote! 

897-9261 
W/ien calling please have 
zip code, weight & dimen-

sions of box. 
We can not ship firearms 

or any hazardous materials 
from this location. 

SARANAC SCHOOLS 
- This 4 bedroom, 2 bath-
room home on almost 6 
wooded acres with 30x60 
pole barn, pond & paved 
driveway is conveniently 
located for community. 
Finished walkout base-
ment. Spectacular views. 
This one-of-a-kind property 
is listed at $299,900. Call 
Sharon Conley, 616-446-
6578 or Melinda Robison, 
616-648-0151 orvisitwww. 
GoMelinda.com Five Star 
Real Estate, 791-1500. 

SCRATCH PADS OF PA-
PER - 2 sizes to choose 
from. $1.50 per lb. Stop 
by Buyers Guide, 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell. 

FOR SALE- 206'l Bui'ck 
LaSabre Custom, 1 owner, 
excellent condition, $5,184. 
Call 481-2531. 

PUPPIES FOR SALE -'13 
weeks old, half St. Bernard, 
half Newfoundland, 1 male 
&1 female, $200 each. Call 
for details, 616-902-1691. 

wanted 
CRAFTERS WANTED-for 
West Catholic High School 
Spring 2010 Craft Show. Go 
to www.westcatholicband. 
org or call 616-791-6277. 

WANTED TO' SHARE MY 
HOME IN DOWNTOWN 
LOWELL - Call 586-206-
0882 for details. 

for rent help wanted services services services 
ALTO - 2 bedroom apart-
ment, pond view, $500 
deposit, $550 per month 
includes trash removal, 
water/sewer, hookup avail-
able for stackable washer & 
dryer. 616-868-6411. 

M UIR/IONIAAREA -3 bed-
room, 2 bath, 2 car garage, 
full walkout basement, 3/4 
acre. Rent w/option, $800+. 
520-742-7706. 

CENfER COURT APT 
• first month rent free! 
(w/12 month lease.) 2 bed-
rooms, $600; 1 bedroom, 
$500; on-site laundry & cats 
allowed. CenterCourt Apt., 
201 N. Center St., Lowell. 
Call CB Richard Ellis/Grand 
Rapids, 877-780-2200., .TFN 

PRICELESS STOR-
AGE - Indoor/out-
door. New Units on 
Alden Nash, 1 mile 
South of I96. Call for 
specials 558-2900. 

1ST MONTH FREE-Peb-
ble Beach Lakefront Apts. 
Starting at $540, utilities & 
carport included, EE. The 
best apartment value in 
Lowell. 897-6880. 

HALL FOR RENT-Low'eil 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
www.vfw8303.org. Call 
John at 299-0486 or 897-
8303.TFN 

FOR RENT - House on 
Murray Lake, 1 bedroom, 
no pets, quiet, serene set-
ting on the lake. References 
required. $700/mo. + utili-
ties. Call 897-7347. 

LOWELL MOBILE HOME 
PARK - Under new man-
agement. Nice 1, 2 & 3 
bedroom trailers for rent. 
Rent from $350-$550. For 
info call George at 616-754-
0276 or 616-813-8041 .tfn 

lost 
NOT HOME VET - An all 
black, 2 year old, long-
haired, male cat, named 
Blackie, w/bright yellow 
eyes. Missing since 10-
28-09 from Ryan Ridge/ 
Alden Nash Twp. area. 
Any info please call 897-
8385. REWARD. 

misc. 
HUNTINGTON BANK - I 
can always count on a 
pleasant attitufe from all 
the staff when visiting your 
bank. Thank you, Joice 
Smith. 

LAST CHANCE-to signup 
for spring soccer with 
LASSO. Boys or girls. 
Call Bob 616-990-2995 by 
March 28. 

WEDDING 
INVITATIONS 

Available at Lowell Litho, 
Ph. 897-9261. 

Stop by & check out one 
of our books. Many differ-
ent styles & price ranges 

to choose from. 

FOREMAN NEEDED - for 
gardening company. Must 
be knowledgeable in perin-
nial plant care. Responsible 
w/good work ethic & posi-
tive attitude. Home garden-
ers considered. Good driv-
ers only. Email resume to: 
Mbellafiori@comcast.net 

services 
TAXES, PAYROLL, 
QUICKBOOKS, & AC-
COUNTING SERVICE 
- by certified Quickbooks 
advisor. Call Kathy 897-
6351 .TFN 

STEVEN R.' SIMKINS, AT-
TORNEY AT LAW - I am 
a lifelong resident of the 
Lowell community & I offer 
superior legal representa-
tion at affordable rates. 
Call 350-0909 for your free 
consultation. 

BURIED IN DEBT? -
We can help. Financial 
wellness begins with a 
plan designed by you; 
not your creditors. Da-
vis Legal Advocates of 
Lowell. 897-7010. 

IN & OUT REMOVAL -
Wanted appliances, cars, 
trucks, etc., farm equip-
ment, mower motors. Free 
removal. 616-890-5210. 

HOME REPAIR - Cabinet 
work, laminate, counter-
tops, woodwork, drywall, 
power washing & exterior 
spray painting. Ron Ander-
son Woodworking & Const., 
430-8511. 

LOSE WEIGHT NOW ASK 
ME HOW! - Lose up to 30 
pounds in 30 days! Lose 
Weight Gain Energy! All 
natural! Save 15% today. 
Call Deb 676-2504. 

NEED YOUR'HOUSE OR 
BUSINESS CLEANED? 
- call us, the girls you can 
trust, S&ACIeaning, we are 
insured, 616-835-3392. 

COMPUTER REHAB 
-$55 all repairs-Virus 
& Spyware removal. 
No diagnostic fees! 
Mon. - Sat., 100 W. 
Main St., Lowell. 616-
828-5346, www.com-
puterRehab.ws 

CONNIE'S CREATIVE 
FLOWER GARDENS -
Quality work at low rates. 
Landscaping, garden, 
small pond design & instal-
lation, planting, weeding & 
maintenance. I will beat all 
competitor's prices. Call 
Connie at 897-7640. 

AFFORDABLE TREE & 
LANDSCAPE SERVICE 
- Tree work, landscaping, 
mowing, full season work 
available. Free estimates. 
897-8220. 

p'ROFESSiONAL 'TREE 
CLIMBER NEEDS WORK 
- Fully insured. Remov-
als, trims, chipping, stump 
grinding. Call Dan for 
free estimate at 616-970-
3832. 

'HANDY REPAIR SERVICE 
- All kinds of service work: 
locks rekeyed, deadbolts 
installed, screen & window 
repair. Call Bob Ford, 299-
3198.™ 

SOUND OFF 
PHONE LINE 

897-0787 

(jommunity Calendar 
PLEASE NOTE-Coming Events M A R C H C A L E N D A R OF 
are for non-profit organizations. EVENTS AVAILABLE ONLINE 
They are ran on a space available - gildasclubgr.org. Gilda's Club, 
basis & are not guaranteed to run. Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S. Hud-
If you would like to make sure son, Lowell. 
your event is placed in the paper, 
please call ouroffice& place it as a SPRING ANIME FESTIVAL - for 
classified ad. All Coming Events or Tweens & teens (ages 10 & up), 
changes to coming events should Wed., May 5,5:30 - 7:30 p.m. atthe 
be submitted by fax: 897-4809 , Englehardt Library. Participants 
email: classifieds@lowellbuyers w i l 1 v iew anime films, discuss 
guide.com, by mail: PC Box 128, a n i m e & Japanese culture. Re-
Lowell, Ml 49331 or in person: 105 treshments & door prizes. 200 N. 
N. Broadway, Lowell. Monroe, Lowell. 

ENHANCE FITNESS CLASS-An WOMEN W H O C H A N G E D 
activity program especially for AMERICA - Tues., March 23, 
those 60 or better. Mon.. Wed., 7 P-m- at Lowell Township Hall, 
& Fri. at 10 a.m. at the United 2910 Alden Nash, Lowell. Pro-
Methodist Church, 621 E. Main gram sponsored by Friends of the 
St., Lowell. Class offered by Senior Englehardt Library & Lowell Area 
Neighbors. Call 233-0283 for more Historical Museum. 

! n f 0 r m a t ' 0 n : FAMILY STORYTIME - Thurs-

FOOD PANTRY - at Lakeside days: March 18 to May 6, 10:30 
Community Church, 6201 Whit- a.m. Share books, stories, rhymes, 
neyville Rd. Free frozen, perish- music & movement; develop early 
able food. First Friday. Registra- literacy skills & encourage a love 
tion 2:30, distribution 4 p.m. Bring reading. For children 6 & under 
own container. w / a caregiver. Englehardt Library, 

200 N. Monroe, Lowell. 
MOMS IN TOUCH INTERNA 
TIONAL - Thursdays 9 a.m. - 1 0 PAJAMA STORYTIME - For 
a.m. at Friendship Country Cha- families who can't come to the 
pel, 10200 Grand River Ave. Moms '"brary during the day. Offers an 
& grandmas come pray for our evening of stories & fun. Bring your 
kids & schools. Contact Missy at teddy bear; pajamas optional! For 
308-7920 orjakooistra@comcast. children 6 & under w/a caregiver, 
net with any questions. Wed., March 17, April 21 & May 

19, 6:30 p.m. Englehardt Library, 
MARCH 31 - Winter Reading 200 N. Monroe, Lowell. 
Adults/Teens ends today. Get 
your 10 punch card filled to enter DROP-IN CRAFT TIME - Mon-
the drawing at the Saranac Public days, April 5 to 26, 2-4 p.m. For 
Library. children 6 & under w/a caregiver. 

Englehardt Library, 200 N. Mon-
BUILDING FITNESS: AGENTLE roe, Lowell. 
APPROACH - Tues., March 23, 
1-2:30 p.m. Low impact fitness DIABETIC SUPPORT GROUP-
activities. Gilda's Club, Lowell 2nd Tuesday at Schneider Manor 
Clubhouse, 314 S. Hudson, CommunityRm.,9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Lowell. 897-2760 or 897-9160. 

BEADING WORKSHOP - Tues., KNIGHTS OFCOLUMBUS#7719 
March 23, 6-8 p.m. Learn how to -second and fourth Tuesday at St. 
make a beaded bookmark. Gilda's Mary School, 7:30 p.m. 
Club, Lowell Clubhouse, 314 S. ^ ' . ^ ^ ' ' ' ' ^ ' ' 1 
Hudson, Lowell. B ^ K T O ^ S ' C S - every Tues-

day and Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at 

SPA NIGHT - Tues., March 30, 8 6 5 Lincoln Lake, Lowell. Closed 
5:30 - 7 p.m. Activities include ^A meetings. Non-smoking. 

ns'ssrss sx 
LoweN Clubtause, 314 S. HuD- ™«as 2na Wednesday at 6 p.m 
son Lowell a t a l t e r n a t e locations. Visit www. 

lowellareatrailway.org or call Mari 

ROLLAWAY LTD. SENIOR 897-5671. 
BOWLING - Wednesdays, 1 
p.m., 55 and over. 

ALANON - Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. Lowell First United Method-
ist Church, 621 E. Main St. (Use 
west entrance off Jackson St.) 
897-5936. 

LOWELL WOMEN'S CLUB - 2nd 
Wednesday at 11:45 a.m. in Sch-
neider Manor Community Room, 
725 Bowes Rd. 

FLAT RIVER WOOD CARVERS 
- Wednesdays atLAAC 2-4 p.m. 
New members welcome. 

KENT COUNTY YOUTH FAIR 
BOARD - 2nd Wednesday, 7:30 
p.m. at King Memorial Center at 
Fairgrounds. 897-6050. 

ALZHEIMER'S ASSOCIATION 
OF WEST MICHIGAN - Support 
Group 3rd Wednesday at Fountain 
View of Lowell, 11535 E. Fulton, 
1 p.m. Call 897-8413. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS- Hooker 
Chapter #75, 2nd Wednesday, 
7:30 p.m.; dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
at Masonic Temple, 211 E. Main 
St., Belding. 

MICHIGAN HEPATITIS C FOUN-
DATION SUPPORT - 1 st Thurs-
day, 7 - 8:30 p.m. at 250 Cherry, 
Lacks Cancer Center, Grand 
Rapids. 

BLUEGRASS JAM - 1st and 3rd 
Thursday. Kountry Kornerof Alto, 
6077 Linfield. Call 868-6371. 

SARANAC AREA MUSICIANS 
- Practice Thursdays at Saranac 
High School band room. Choir: 6-7 
p.m. Band: 7-8 p.m. Call Kathy at 
897-5981. 

ALTO LIONS CLUB - first & third 
Thursday at United Methodist 
Church in Alto at 7 p.m. 

KEEP IT SIMPLE ADDICTIONS 
SUPPORT GROUP - Socializa-
tion & peer support for recovering 
addicts. Meets every Thursday at 
7 p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church, Raya building. Contact 
Charlene, 897-7636 or Carrie, 
897-7303 for more info. 

QUARTER BINGO - 2nd Thurs. of 
each month, 1-5 p.m. 2 cards for 
a quarter. 50% payback w/100% 
payback hourly specials. Open to 
the public. The Moose Rec Hall, 
1320 E. Main St. Sponsored by 
W.O.T.M. Chapter #1388. 

LA LECHE LEAGUE OF ADA, 
CASCADE, LOWELL - 2nd 
Thurs. 7 p.m. meeting. Support for 
pregnant/breast-feeding women. 
Church in Ada. 752-8300. 

WEIGHT WATCHERS - Thurs-
days at 5:30 p.m. at Impact 
Church, 1070 N. Hudson. New 
members invited. 1-800-651-
6000. 

GENEALOGY ALTO FAMILY 
TREE CLUB - second Thursday 
at Alto Library, 2 p.m. 

LOYAL ORDER OF MOOSE 
- second Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Members in good standing may 
attend. 

ADA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
- second Saturday of every 
month at 10:30 a.m. at the Averill 
Historical Museum of Ada, 7144 
Headley, Ada. 

COFFEE WITH THE LOWELL 
CITY COUNCIL - First Saturday 
each month, 8 a.m. - 10 a.m. at 
Chamber office, 113 Riverwalk 
Plaza. Concerns & ideas wel-
come. 

GAME DAZE - March 15 at the 
Saranac Public Library, noon - 5 
p.m. Wii & board games. 

LEGO CONTEST - March 23 from 
noon - 5 p.m. atthe Saranac Public 
Library. All ages welcome. Use our 
legos or bring your own. 

LOWELL AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB - meets the 2nd Saturday 
at Flat River Outreach Ministries, 
11535 E. Fulton, 9 a.m. social 
gathering: 10 a.m. meeting. LARC 
sponsors 145.27 MHz area radio 
repeater system. 

THE EAST KENT COUNTY 
REPUBLICANS (EKCR) - meets 
the second Saturday of the month 
at the Lowell Area Chamber of 
Commerce (113 Riverwalk Plaza) 
from 8:30 to 10 a.m. to discuss 
current events on the local, state 
& national levels. Bring your 
concerns & issues to our meet-
ing for open discussion! Share 
information about what you can 
do to become involved! For more 
information, please call Dave 
Emmette, 644-0759 or Nancy 
Steckler, 897-6380. 

mailto:deborah.wilks.pwmq@stalefarm.com
mailto:classifieds@lowell
http://www.westcatholicband
http://www.vfw8303.org
mailto:Mbellafiori@comcast.net
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Cherry Creek 
going green 

MARCH 10-MARCH 16 
Apple's i-Pad presales hit 120,000 on first day 

of sales, analysts estimate. 

A 22 year-old American rower completes a solo 
journey across the Atlantic Ocean on Sunday 
touching a pier in the coffee-brown waters 
of Guyana to claim a record as the youngest 
person to accomplish the feat. 

A British couple is appealing a jail sentence 
after being accused of sharing a kiss in a 
Dubai restaurant. They were convicted of 
inappropriate behavior and other charges, 
bringing a month in jail. 

Beijing-China plans to bid for contracts to build 
U.S. high-speed train lines and is stepping up 
exports of rail technology to Europe and Latin 
America. 

A Georgian TV station reveals footage of what 
they say is a 130 year-old woman. Antisa 
Khvichava was born in 1880, according to 
documents the TV station has apparently 
found. This puts her 20-years older than the 
current oldest person. 

>1 

( 

Pictured is Noah Hayden from Sarah Fox's 
second grade class. 

DRAFT SYNOPSIS OF 
THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE LOWELL 
CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, MARCH 15, 2010 

Motion to approve the agenda as 
presented. 

Motion to approve the regular minutes 
of the March 1, 2010 meeting as 
corrected and the accounts payables 
were approved. 

Motion to award contract for the 2010 
street sweep to Sanisweep, Inc. of 
Grand Rapids for $18,180 plus trucking 
and disposal fees. 

Motion to approve the Light and Power 
2010-2011 annual budget and Capital 
Projects as presented. 

Motion to approve the resolution 
authorizing signatures for a contract 
between the City and the Michigan 
Department of Transportation involving 
the Bowes Road Reconstruction 
project. 

Motion to adjourn at 8:03 p.m. The next 
regular scheduled meeting wi l l be 
Monday, April 5, 2010. 

Complete minutes wil l be available after 
approved on April 5, 2010 on the City's 
web page at www.ci. lowell .mi.us or at 

Ci ty Hall 

t n 
Betty R. Morlock, 

City Clerk 

Thanks to Lowell Light 

and Power, every student 

who has participated in 

reading "Just Grace Goes 

Green," will receive an 

energy efficient light bulb. 

All students will receive a 

tic-tac-toe card with GREEN 

activity suggestions on our 

GREENest day of the year, 

St. Patrick's Day. 

Students have been 

recording the ways they 

have reduced, reused and 

recycled products in their 

conservation journals, (just 

like Grace does in the book). 

Deb Osborne, our media 

center teacher, assembled 

these journals from 

cardboard boxes and paper 

from our recycle bins. 

Students have been 

finding vocabulary words 

throughout the book and 

writing these along with 

the definitions on cut out 

trees. Children cut these tree 

shapes out from the back of 

old homework pages, cereal 

boxes and other "reused" 

items. These tree shapes are 

building a gigantic word wall 

around our media center. 

CITY OF LOWELL 
RESIDENTS ONLY 
YARD WASTE PICKUP SCHEDULE 

FOR 
SPRING AND SUMMER 2010 

The City of Lowell's Spring and Summer 
yard waste program is scheduled for the 
second and fourth Thursday of each month 
through September unless there is a 
holiday in that week and then the pickup 
day will be Friday. Yard waste bags are 
$20.00 for a bundle of ten (10). 

YARD WASTE PICKUP SCHEDULE 
April 8th and 22nd 
May 13th and 27th 
June 10th and 24th 
July 9th* and 22nd 

August 12th and 26th 
September IQth* and 23rd 

'PLEASE NOTE THESE DATES 
AREA FRIDAY PICKUP DUE TO 
A HOLIDAY DURING THE WEEK. 

If you have any questions, 
please contact City Hall (897-8457). 

fl 

Sound Off! 
The Ledger's 

"Almost" anything goes column! 

^ ^ p o l l result: 
Should China ban the 

consumption of dogs and cats? 
YES 62% 
NO 38% 

To vote on the current poll question go 

to: thelowellledger.com 

THIS WEEK'S 
POLL QUESTION... 

Which of these 20th Century 
innovations has had the 

biggest influence on our lives? 

A big thank-you to Boh for the Rockin' good time the 

Lowell Middle School had at Roll Aw ay on Friday night. 

To the young man who helped me on Segwun s s-curve 

- thank goodness you came along. 

Whatever happened to Roger Brown? We'd love to 

hear about him and the grandkids. Have a good one Rog. 

When submitting your opinion to Sound Off!, we ask you to 

follow a few guidelines. Sound Off! is meant to be a way for you to 

compliment or vent your feelings with civility. A healthy way to get 

something off your chest or spread a little kindness. 

We welcome your comments, with or without signatures, but 

signing your name to your comment does increase the odds of seeing 

it in print. Threatening or deliberately cruel comments will not be 

accepted and, of course, no advertising a product or service please. 

So basically, submit anything - but not everything will make 
it to print 

The Ledger reserves the right to choose what is printed, and 

reminds the public that views expressed in Sound Off!, unless 

otherwise stated, are not the opinions of The Ledger staff or its 
publishers. 

ELECTRIC UTILITY WORK 

Lane Shift on N. Hudson 
between Chatham & Hunt 

7:00 a.m. -5:30 p.m. 
March 17th, 18th & 19th 

Lane Closure on Flat River Dr. 
7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
March 22nd & 23rd 

Any questions 

contact 
Lowell Light & 

Power 

616-897-8402 

Lowell 
Light & Powen 
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W I N N I N G P R I N T & O N L I N E F A M I L Y F E A T U R E 

For puzzle answers, games, opinion polls 
and much more go to: www.thelowellleager.com 

AND CLICK ON KIDS SCOOP BUTTON 

.» Paddy O'Brien's - * 
*£ Potato Patch *r 

In Ireland, potatoes have been an important source 
of nutrition for centuries. Today's page is packed 

with fun facts about the tasty tater! 

Welcome to Paddy O'Brien's Potato Patch. Can you 
find your way through the patch to the pot of gold? 

* * » * * 

How many 
shamrocks can 

you find on 
this page? 

j t *4^* 

* 

J ) 

What i; 
tuber? 

* * 
Tater Trivia * 
During the Alaskan Klondike 
gold rush (1897-1898), potatoes 
were practically worth their 
weight in gold. Potatoes were 
valued for their vitamin C. And 
gold, at that time, was more 
plentiful than nutritious foods! 

U r 

A tuber is a swollen 
part of a plant that 
stores energy. The 
potatoes we eat 
grow underground 
and the plant above 
ground uses the 
energy stored in the 
potato to grow. So, 
potatoes are tubers. 

# J r = 

Lookalike Leprechauns Find the two identical leprechauns. 

Taters * 
are Tops! 
Potatoes are packed 
with vitamin C and 
minerals your body 
needs for energy. A 
potato is one of the 
best sources for 
potassium you can 
find in the produce 
section. Potassium 
helps keep blood 
pressure at a normal 
level. 

Presidential Potatoes 
French fries were introduced in America when they were served in the White 
House by this president. Use the code to reveal his name. 

* 

* * 

H I * 

^ IS "a ^ l i 
A = < £ > H = ® 
E = M I = • 
f = a j = » 

M = © R = + 

N = g | S = 
0 = < ^ T = 

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions. 

Sports 
Search 

Look through the 
sports section of the 
newspaper and see 

how many times you 
can find these words: 

WIN 
LOSE 

MATCH 
GAME 

Now have a friend try. 
Who found the most? 
Standards Link: Research: Use 

the newspaper to locate 
Information. 

Special thanks to the U.S. Potato Board for their help with this page. Visit them at www.potatogoodness.oom for a free classroom poster and more! 

KW scoop Puzzler 
In October 1995, the potato became the first vegetable to be 

grown in this environment. NASA and the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison, created the technology with the goal 

of feeding astronauts on long space voyages, and eventually, 
feeding future space colonies. Color the even-numbered 

squares green to reveal the answer. 

9 5 7 9 5 1 9 7 3 1 5 3 1 5 9 9 5 3 1 5 9 
5 8 4 2 3 4 6 2 5 4 8 4 5 2 4 8 7 2 4 2 7 
3 2 1 3 9 2 5 4 9 2 9 6 7 6 7 1 9 8 5 9 5 
1 6 8 2 3 8 2 8 7 6 4 2 5 2 1 5 3 4 6 2 7 
7 5 3 4 7 4 9 7 5 8 5 4 3 4 9 7 5 2 9 5 3 
1 3 9 8 5 6 3 5 3 2 3 8 1 8 3 5 7 8 5 7 1 
3 6 2 6 3 2 7 9 5 8 1 6 9 2 2 6 5 6 4 2 5 
9 7 9 5 3 9 5 3 1 5 9 3 5 9 3 1 5 9 7 7 3 

Standards U n k : Number Sense: Identify even and odd numbers. 

Bou|||ennlll,le word Search 

Watch a video to discover how you and a parent 
can make healthier, non-fried French fries at: 

www.kidscoop.coin/kids 

POTATOES 

LEPRECHAUN 
ENERGY 

TUBERS 
SWOLLEN 

NUTRITIOUS 

TATER ^ 
PATCH W 

STORED 
WEIGHT 

TOPS 

SOURCES 

BLOOD 

GOLD 

POT 

Find the words in the puzzle. 
Then look for each word in this week's 

Kid Scoop stories and activities. 

• 

T O P S D E R O T s 
N U A H C E R P E L 

S Y T T D L O G D T 

E G C P U T U O A H 

C R H D A B O T S G 

R E R T G L E P O I 

U N O O B R D R S E 

O E N E L L O W S W 

S U O I T I R T u N 

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns. 

www.kldscoop.com 

Potato Poetry £ 
Pick 10 words at random in today's newspaper. 
Then, try to write an amusing poem about 
potatoes using all 10 of the words you chose. 
Ask your teacher if you can read your poem 
to your class. 
Standarda Link: Writing Applications: Write In a variety of genres 
including poetry. 

Why would the 
reporter not 

leave the mashed 
potatoes alone? 
dooos e 106 o* pajuBM e H : U 3 M S N V 

MS S c — TsBedier; 

Proof n \ j g 0 $ 
Are you an eagle-eyed reader? 
Read the articles below and 
correct the eight spelling and 
grammar errors you find. The 
first one is done for you. 

1 r^X~ 
Potato Famine 

In the 1840s, a (paji^ 

outbreak of potato blight, 

a plant disease, swept 

through Europe, wiping 

out the potatoe crop in 

many countries. The irish 

working class lived largley 

on potatoes and when the 

blight reeched Ireland, 

their main staple food 

disappeared. This famine 

left many poverty-stricken 

families with no choose 

but to struggle to survive 

or leave Ireland. Over the 

course of the famine, 

almost one million people 

died from starvation or 

disease. Anuther one 

million people left Ireland, 

moustly for Canada and 

the United States. 

Standards Link: Writing: Edit text to check for 
correct spelling and grammar. 

E l i . S o r o - d O s M ' 
Complete the grid by using alt 
the letters in the word TUBER in 
each vertical and horizontal row. 
Each letter should only be used 
once in each row. Some spaces 
have been filled in for you. 

T B U 

U E 

B T 

E B 

R B 

Kid Scoop 
VOCABULARY 

BUILDERS 
T h i s week 's w o r d : 

SWOLLEN 
The verb swollen is 
the past tense of the 
verb swell, meaning 

to become larger. 

The creek was swollen 
after the heavy rains. 

Try to use the word 
swollen in a sentence 

today when talking with 
your friends and family 

members. 

P o t a t o e s 
A n y o n e ? 

How do you like to eat 
potatoes? Write an 

advertisement to sell 
others on your idea of the 
best way to eat potatoes. 

http://www.ci.lowell.mi.us
http://www.thelowellleager.com
http://www.potatogoodness.oom
http://www.kidscoop.coin/kids
http://www.kldscoop.com
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FFA, continued 
The requirements for the 

Outstanding Junior award 

are similar to the state degree 

but with lower numbers. 

Students receiving the 

award from Lowell were 

Katie Bartholomew, Audrey 

Blodger, Molly Doyle, 

Aaron Fetzer, Martin Hewitt, 

Craig Huber, Allison Oesch, 

Kristin Schramm and Kelsey 

Ward. 

The State FFA band 

and choir performed during 

the convention sessions 

with members from Lowell 

participating in both. The 

State FFA band, which is 

directed by Lowell Middle 

School band director Dale 

Latva, included Paula 

Blough, Kendra Merriman 

and Kelsey Ward. Cassie 

Rybicki represented Lowell 

in the State FFA choir. 

The Lowell FFA chapter 

was again honored as one of 

the top chapters in the state 

with a gold in the National 

Chapterrecognition program. 

Only 20 chapters in Michigan 

were awarded the gold 

level. The National Chapter 

award recognizes chapters 

that do an exceptional job 

of developing leadership 

and promoting agriculture 

at the student, chapter 

and community levels. In 

addition to the National 

Chapter award, the Lowell 

FFA was also recognized as a 

Superior Chapter and earned 

recognition in the Food for 

America and Building our 

Michigan Communities 

award areas. 

In total, the Lowell FFA 

had 29 members receive 

awards or recognition at the 

State convention. FFA is a 

national youth leadership 

organization that strives to 

make a positive difference 

in the lives of students by 

developing their potential 

for premier leadership, 

personal growth and career 

success through agricultural 

education. The Lowell FFA 

is one of the largest chapters 

in Michigan with over 120 

members. 

Representing Lowell in the State FFA band were, left to right: Kelsey Ward, 
Kendra Merriman, Paula Blough, and Mr. Dale Latva, director. 

Trolls invade Lowell 

Foreshadowing the things to come along with the upcoming bridge 
project, Elaine Hommowun of the Lowell Area Arts Council displays the 
council's troll, Charlie, and The Hanger's troll, Daisy. The Lowell High School 
arts students have made a bunch of trolls for the area businesses that will 
be decorated this Saturday at the Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce. Many 
businesses are also making their very own trolls. The trolls symbolize the 
city and the businesses embracing of the large construction project. 

Check us out online... 

www.thelowellledger.com 

SEE DEALER FOR HUGE SAVINGS! 
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Grand® 
930West Main Street WWW.GRANDCHRrSLERDODGEJEEP.COM 

(W 
V o o c 

All our preowned vehicles go through a rigorous 125-point vehicle inspection 
to ensure our customers are getting the best quality for their hard-earned money! 

View Our Inventory Online at • 

On M-21 In Lowell (616)897-9281 

http://www.thelowellledger.com
http://WWW.GRANDCHRrSLERDODGEJEEP.COM

