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Property tax increase brings out residents to appeal - GOP proposes reform

by Emma Palova
n increase in
property taxes
in a depressed
housing market brought out
twice as many people to
appeal their assessments in
front of the board of review
in  Vergennes Township
Monday.
In early March,
residents received their
yellow or white property

tax  notices  showing

skyrocketing property tax
their

assessments, while

home values have plunged

due to the housing crisis.

According to Vergennes
Township supervisor Tim
Wittenbach, this has not
happened since 1994 when
Proposal A passed.

Proposal A capped the
taxablevalueusedtocompute
property taxes. Prior to the
proposal, property taxes
were calculated on state
equalized value (SEV). SEV
is 50 percent of the market
value of a property.

Board of

review
chairman Jim Herb said
assessments should be

aligned with the market
value of properties.

“Taxes should not go
up,” said Wittenbach.

But, they did, because
the assessments are adjusted
to the market value based on
the Consumer Price Index
(CPI).

For Betty and Lanny
Mitchell, who have been
living on Murray Lake

House Republicans Glenn Steil, Dave Hildenbrand, Dave Agema and Mike Bender

discuss the proposed reform.

Lowell sees double as Morse and

by Molly Benningfield

Editor
he Lowell wrest-
ling team saw
two of their
wrestlers take home the

=7 s Y 5t

ultimate prize during the
individual State finals this
weekend at the Palace of
Auburn Hills.

Justin Boss, a senior

wrestling at 152 pounds, and

29-6 record

Jackson Morse, a sophomore
wrestling at 140, ended this
weekend’s tough schedule
undefeated.

finished with a
and his first

Boss

Jackson Morse and Justin Boss during state finals last weekend.

Vergennes Township board of review members Dan Faulkner, Jim Herb and Ken
Ford listen to Lanny Mitchell.

Road for the last 40 years,
the latest increase equaled
$2.500 more on their tax
bill.

The couple came
Monday to the board of
review to oppose their
assessment on seven acres
of land, of which most
is swamp. They had an
independent appraisal done
by an insurance company,
which showed lower value
than what the township had

for the property. Moreover,
Mitchell’s property is not
located on the lake.

“Our taxes have gone
up every year,” said Betty
Mitchell. “They should go
down - our house is old. It’s
not worth what they say it's
worth. We want it lowered a
little bit.”

Robert  Guthrie had
just moved into his new
one-bedroom house  with
a pole barn on Kazemier

Woods in December. His
assessment has been set at
$277.000. Guthrie said it’s
too high and he would like
to have it lowered at least
by $50.,000.

“It’s not fair, property
values shouldn’t be
increasing,” he said.

Roger Odell lives on
350 acres on farmland with
old, obsolete barns. He too
believes that his taxes are

Property taxes,
cont'd., pg. 16

Boss take State championships

state title. He pinned Jacob
Johnson  of  Dearborn

Heights Crestwood in 4:48
during the finals.

Morse finished with a
37-2record and his first state

title, after taking second in
his weight class last year. He
beat Brennan Brumley of
Warren Woods Tower 11-4
in the championship match.
Brumley was undefeated

Lowell Gymnast

At State
... Page 11

for the season, with Morse

giving him his first loss in
57 matches.

Wrestling, cont'd.,

pg. 12
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F him in death. He is survived
by his mother, Bertha
Erickson; three sisters, Paula

was always willing to help
others and had a wonderful
sense of humor. Funeral

his loving wife of 52 years,
Beatrice; his son, James and
Ivette (Rivera) Rathbun;

Tuesday, March 4, 2008.
Walter was best known
to all as “Pa Shaffer”. He

Women’s History Month

BIGGS
Arlene Gladys Biggs, aged
87 of Lowell, passed away
Monday, March 10, 2008.
Her husband Morris and son
Dan Biggs preceded her in
death. She is survived by
her son, Dick and daughter-
in-law, Connie Biggs of
Lowell; sisters, Opal Pringle
and Garnet Wright: brother
R.G. Ackels; grandchildren,
David (Kathe) Biggs and

Deb  Biggs:  fhve  great-
erandchildren, Jimmie,
Tony,  Samantha  Biggs
and  Kipp and  Shawn
Heydenbure: one great-great
arandson,  Austin.  Arlene
taught school in the Grand
Rapids arca until retiring.
Funcral services will be |
p.m.. Friday. March 14 at the
Roth-Gerst Funeral Home.
305 N. Hudson, Lowell with
Rev. Roger LaWarre from
First Congregational Church
of  Lowell  officiating.

Interment Alton Cemetery.
Visitation will be 2-4 p.m.

and 6-8 p.m. Thursday at

Jett  Rittersdorf

Remembering

ALCIDE (AL) BAKER

Who passed away 25 years ago
3/17/1985

May the winds of love blow softly,
and whisper so vou will hear.
We will ul\\'u‘\'s love and miss you,
and wish that you were here.
Precious memories never die,

the funeral home. Memorial
contributions may be made
to Laurels of Kent, 350
N. Center St. Lowell, MI
49331.

ERICKSON
Jason W.Erickson.aged 31 of
Cedar Springs. passed away
peacefully and entered into
heaven while at home with
his mom on March 10, 2008.

Jason attended Kenosha and

Lincoln Developmental
Schools. His father, Paul
Erickson and brother-in-law
preceded

|

Thursday,

OR: daughter.,
Carocci of Portland, OR;

Gerald was a veteran who

service will be 1 p.m.
Wednesday, March 12 at the

Rittersdorf, Denise Hoskin
and Karla (Bob) Gilsdorf;
one brother, Dale (Heather)
Erickson; grandma, Wilma
Arendsen; two  nieces,
Natasha and Breana. He
also leaves behind many,
to cherish his heartfelt
memories. He will be
greatly missed by his family
and the many caregivers
at Hope Network of West
Michigan. His life will be

305 N. Hudson, Lowell
with Rev. Vance Dimmick,
officiating. Interment
Chapel Hill Memorial

Gardens. Visitation will be
one hour prior to service.
In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made
to Alzheimer’s Association,
213 Sheldon Blvd. SE, Suite
celebrated with a private A, GR, MI49503.
memorial service. Memorial

Roth-Gerst Funeral Home,

contributions may be made
to Hospice of Michigan or to
a charity of one’s choice.

RATHBUN
Fred  Hughs  Rathbun,
aged 73 of Lowell, went
to be with our Lord on
Wednesday, March 5, 2008.
He is best remembered for
his “punny” sense of humor,
his nickname “Old Coot”,
and his quick smile. He
also enjoyed Detroit Tigers
games, Nascar races, stamp
collecting and  working
puzzles. Fred was preceded
in death by his parents,
Stanley and Alta Rathbun;
hisbrother, ThomasRathbun;

MCCLURE
Gerald R. McClure, aged
82 of Lowell, passed away
March 6, 2008.
He is survived by his loving
wife of 60 years, Betty: son,
Steven McClure of Portland,
Christine

sister, Betty (Carl) Pierson
of Whitehall; also several
loving nieces and nephews.

his son, Joseph and Dianna
Rathbun; his sister-in-law,
Marie Rathbun and several
nieces, nephews and cousins.
Mass of Christian burial was
held Monday at St. Mary’s
Church. Interment St. Mary’’s
Cemetery. In celebration
of Fred’s life and in lieu of
flowers, the family would
appreciate donations to the
Assisted Breathing Center
Fund of Metro Health.
Please make checks payable
to Metro Health Fund, 5900
Byron Center Ave. SW,
Wyoming, MI 49519.

SHAFFER

Walter Samuel Shaffer, aged
91 of Alto, passed away
peacefully in his sleep.

was preceded in death by
his parents; a sister, Lois;
brother, Raymond; and
a son-in-law, Jim Ellis.
Pa is survived by his
wife Barbara of 66 years;
children, Delores Ellis,
Donna (William) Harrall,
Wesley Shaffer, Richard
(Debbie) Shaffer and Larry
(Gail)  Shaffer; sisters,
Esther Slater and Elda
Bretze; 11 grandchildren;
23 great grandchildren; two
great-great grandsons; also
many nieces and nephews.
Pa Shaffer served in the
Pacific during WWII. He
was  a

farmer. worked

construction and  loved
pulling modified tractors
with his family. A private
funeral service was held
Friday. Interment Chapel
Hills Memorial Gardens. In
lieu of flowers. memorial
contributions may be made
to Faith Hospice at Trillium
Woods. 8214 Pfeiffer Farms
Dr. SW, Byron Center, MI
and Flat River Outreach
Ministries, 11535 E. Fulton,
Lowell, 49331.
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 LEGAL NOTICE -

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT

TAKE NOTICE: A
heéaring will be held on

to be celebrated by local artists

by Emma Palova

In recognition of March
as the Women’s History
Month, local artists will be
celebrating with a tribute
to other women artists who
have inspired them.

“We want to look at the
role of women who have
inspired us,” said Fire and
Water Art gallery owner
Kathleen Mooney.

And Mooney says
that “women who inspire
us make us strong.” That
saying will be used on
stamps to imprint messages
on aprons and greeting
cards for Mother’s Day.

“We will be reading
stories about inspiration,”
said Mooney.

However, the most
striking part of the Women'’s
History Month exhibit are
the artists’ self portraits.
According to- Mooney,
women artists know how to
invite the viewer to be a part
of something greater than
themselves and to explore
other possibilities.

“Female artists open
the eyes, ears, and minds
of society and use art as a
therapeutic tool,” Mooney
said.

For example, Mooney
has portrayed herself as a
Shiva woman, while Holli

Dey has presented herself
as a hippie, and Jan Upp
standing in front of a canvas
and painting,

Artist-therapist Karen
Godfrey, who has made a
comeback to Fire and Water
Art gallery, was inspired
by Mexican painter Frida
Kahlo. Many of Kahlo’s
self-portraits express her
own pain.

For Mooney, Sister
Corita Kent has served as
a definite inspiration. Kent
was known for serigraphy,
the art of silk screen print
making. With her red heart
combined with word “Love”
she has inspired a postal
stamp.

“This exhibit honors
the importance of women
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artists in today's society,”
said  Mooney.
intuitively know how to
inspire, motivate, and pave
the way to a better world.”

“Women

A reception to honor

“Women’s History Month”
- will be held on on March 16
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the

gallery.

Kathleen Mooney will host Women’s History Month celebration at the Fire and

Water Art Gallery.

Art scholarships available

ANGEL FOOD MINISTRIES
Sign up at the Nazarene Church, 201 N. Washington
St., Fri., March 14, 6 - 8 p.m. or Sat., March 15, 10 a.m.
- noon. Regular box is $30. Everyone welcome. Any
questions, call Esther, 897-7395.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST & MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL
The Wittenbach-Wege Agriscience Environmental
Center, 11715 Vergennes Rd. on March 15 at 9 a.m.
to I p.m. $5 adults, $3 children 12 and under, 5 and
under free. Contact Ranger Steve at 987-1002 or e-mail
smueller@lowellschools.com for more information.

WOMEN'S CLUB GRANT APPLICATIONS

The Lowell Women's Club will be requiring grant
applications this year. Grant request information is
available on our Web site at www.lowellwomensclub.org.
Applications are due by March 15. For more information,
contact Becky Reagan at 897-9656.

MUSIC BOOSTERS MEETING
Held on Monday, March 17 at 7 p.m. in the Lowell
Middle School band room.

CLASS OF 2012 ORIENTATION
Orientation will be held at Lowell High School on
Tues., March 18 at 7 p.m. in the Lowell Performing Arts

Center. Teachers, as well as group/activity leaders, will
be on hand.

TOBACCO-FREE FOR GOOD
Open house/class reunion on Tuesday, March 18, 6-8
p.m. at Lowell Family Medical Center, 2550 W. Main St.
This event is open to anyone who attended a TFFG class
during 2007 or 2008. Please RSVP at (616) 446-7058.

LOWELL MOOSE EASTER EGG HUNT
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Lowell Area Schools achieve
high marks in energy conservation

by Shelly MacNaughton
contributing writer

The Lowell Area
Schools Board of Education
held its regular meeting
Monday night. Jim White
reported on district
energy  efficiency  and
conservation.

Teachers and staff at
Lowell Area Schools are
leading the way for other
school  districts  while
achieving big savings with
energy-efficient  behavior.
Four years ago, the district
formed a strategic alliance
Energy  Education
national energy
company.
Lowell Area Schools has
achieved a 41 percent
cost avoidance totaling
$1.916902 in 48 months
partnering  with
Energy Education Inc.

“Reaching this level
of savings at this stage of
the program is a significant
achievement. Strong support
from Superintendent Greg
Pratt and the school board
have created an atmosphere
of cooperation that should
continue to grow and ensure
even greater success well
into the future,” said Dr.
William S. Spears, CEO

with
Inc.. a

conservation

since

and founder of Energy
Education, Inc."

The continued com-
mitment by our staff to save
energy is commendable and
we will continue to look for
additional ways to become
more efficient,” said Pratt.

As a key part of the
program Jim White, retired
assistant superintendent and

current part-time  district
energy educator manager,

tracks energy consumption,
including electricity, water,
natural  gas
energy-accounting

sewer and
using
software.
He works hard to
motivate everyone in the
district to use energy wisely,
conducts energy audits to
ensure that students and

teachers are comfortable
during class time and
scheduled activities and

ensures that energy is used
only as necessary.

“You need to be proud of
your entire school district,”
said White. While Lowell
Area Schools has finished
the paid contract term of its
program and no longer has
a financial commitment to
Energy Education, Inc., the
company’s service to the

raving Energy with
nevgy Education, ine.

4 NMontha

Jim White reports on district energy savings.

districtwillcontinueonanas-
needed basis to help ensure
that the program continues
to achieve considerable cost
avoidance.

Tyler Barkacs, a student
council representative,
reported that students have
just finished second trimester
exam week. The student
council’s next big thing will
be the blood drive.

“There will not be an
alternative Spring Break this

Flat River Outreach Ministries, Ine,

At F.R.OM.
we know that spring cleaning
S important,
but we think that

 SPRING
SHOPPING

is even more important

The Flat River Outreach Ministries
THRIFT SHOP/FURNITURE STORE

has an abundance of clothing for the whole family, shoes

and slippers in many colors and styles, linens, bedding,
towels, etc., stylin’ purses, baby equipment, dishes,
small appliances, home decorating items and more.

Remember, the purchases you make
help feed local families and provide

financial assistance in difficult times.

SHOP HOURS:

WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY: 10 AM TO 6 PM
SATURDAY: 10 AM TO 4 PM

CALL: 897-8567

We are staffed entirely by volunteers

year, we just didn’t have the
driving force behind it, and
the organizations that we
spoke to in Mississippi are
looking for skilled labor,”
said Barkacs.

The board approved
the purchase of Meal Magic
Food Service software and
a new work truck for the
district. “The new software
will be implemented this
spring, we will work out
kinks so we are off to a fresh
start next school year,” said
Kay Hahn, food service
director.

Roger Bearup reported
on the Nova Net program
that was implemented in
the second trimester. It is a
credit recovery program for
high school students funded
by a grant. Bearup reported
that four students were able
to capture credit through
this new initiative. The state
of Michigan still has not
released to the public the
MEAP report. Bearup hopes
to speak about the report at
the next board meeting.

Outdoords C
By a, /
/t :’}\\

Dave Stegehuis

SLIPPING AWAY

In 1955, 1 was running my trap-line and noticed a
number of painted stakes driven into the ground in an
abandoned pasture. Within two years, the fields were
replaced by asphalt roads lined with closely spaced look-
alike houses. It was just the beginning. When 1 went
back years later, I could not recognize the places where I
hunted, hiked, and camped out under the stars listening to
the drone of clouds of mosquitoes. The two-section area
in was under asphalt, concrete, houses, lawns, businesses,
and apartments. The kids growing up in that area now have
no place to connect with wildlife or natural surroundings.
Break out the interactive electronics—let’s take a virtual
hike.

The current economic slump has tempered the
momentum of suburban and rural development. but this
will pass, and there will continue to be significant pressure
on our remaining open spaces. At the same time, there is,
fortunately, a higher level of concern for environmental
issues.

It is necessary to monitor land use decisions, especially
when public land is involved. The state of Michigan is
finishing the task of reviewing state owned property in all
counties. Parcels are retained, sold, traded, or bought in
order to consolidate holdings. The public has been invited
to comment on the recommendations. Large tracts of
corporate land are still open for regulated use by the public,
although the last few years significant parcels have been
sold to buyers who may have an interest in developing the
property. Non-profit organizations have secured acreage for
public access and habitat protection through conservation
easements and purchases.

We need to continue to hold on to desirable public
property and purchase additional acreage when possible. An
expanding population will demand more space. The
difficulty is to balance individual property rights and the
requirements for economic expansion with the need for
suitable wildlife habitat and public recreation opportunities.
We have been fortunate in our area to see steady progress in
protecting open spaces, establishing and maintaining parks,
natural areas, and trails. This has been possible because of
generous donations of property, hard work by concerned
citizens, and the cooperation between governmental units.

Establishing public access to natural areas and trails
can benefit the physical and mental well-being of residents.
Children especially need time in natural settings for a
balanced lifestyle and to understand the importance of
being good stewards of the land which they can pass on
to future generations. Improving the quality of life will
also attract new residents and visitors, which will in turn
support a growing economy. Because Michigan is known
as a premier destination for outdoor recreation, tourism
is a major segment of the state’s economy. Wise use of
our natural resources is critical to our quality of life and
economic future. Let’s not allow this opportunity to slip
away.

*k%k

When you play, play hard; when you work, don’t play at all.

P —

- Theodore Roosevelt (1858 - 1919)
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To The Editor

To The Editor,

Every other Monday, my father goes for an infusion
treatment for a glycogen storage disease he was born with.
These days are very long and tiring for him and may soon
go to weekly visits. I too get tired, as taking care of a
parent is a big journey. I try to do my best for him, which
is very important to me. We have a routine on treatment
days, after getting him settled and his equipment set up, I
head to McDonald’s for his breakfast. This week was no
different than any other treatment week, except my kids
were home sick so I was trying to get home to them as soon
as possible. I went to the McDonald’s on Leonard in Grand
Rapids near treatment as usual and ordered the “usual”,
Egg McMuffin with regular bacon and a cappuccino for dad
and a soda for myself. Only this day was different. I went
to the first window to pay for our breakfast and the guy at
the window started talking to me about when someone does
something nice for you. I thought he was telling me a joke
or something. He continued by telling me the lady in the car
ahead of me paid for my breakfast. She had a cup of coffee
and said she would like to get my tab as well and drove
off. Now, I certainly had the money to pay for the breakfast
I am sure she knew that. What I am sure she didn't know is
what the gesture that morning would stand for me. She had
no idea that on the days that I sometimes feel 1 am giving
so much of myself, she took a moment to give to me out of
the kindness in her heart. I was very overwhelmed! I guess
that is why they call it “pay it forward”.

Becky Smith

o

To The Editor,

A recent comment on how boring a “Sound Off” was
and that there had to be only one person writing all that.
First you have to understand that the Ledger asked the

wpoint

public for comments on a subject. I believe the comment "
One person writing all" is nothing more than a cynical and
cheap shot that the Ledger would allow that to happen. I
would like also to comment on a recent two-hour "Coffee
with the Council " meeting that I attended. My question to
the council was why has there been a proposal for a lease of
the property on North Washington St. to be added to the Boy
Scout Lease??? Why a lease when preservation has been
the No. 1 agenda in the community??? I was told that the
Boy Scouts represent Lowell. Could that answer along with
a lease be used to bypass the preservation of the property
on North Washington St.??? After two years of confutation
and aggravation over preservation, why didn't the council
have a straw poll taken??? Will the constituents of Lowell
be denied preservation??? I believe the community is tired
of being shackled by a city council that's only agenda is
being the decider.

Jim Howard

~No

To The Editor,

We have had several accounts with Lowell Light &
Power over the past 19 years, from cable and high-speed
Internet at our home to electric accounts on three separate
houses in the city. During these 19 years, we have never
missed a payment and were once late by 15 minutes, and
charged a $5 late fee.

I overlooked an $8.74 electric charge on our home on
Lafayette and was sent a "shut-off notice" with a $10.17 late
charge. I realize that consumers were sent a letter warning
of these exorbitant late charges and I guess I will have to
pay the ridiculous fee. But I do not appreciate being treated
like a deadbeat.

I can only hope that the Lowell Light & Power goes
the way of their cable and sells to Consumers Energy.
Even though they are a monopoly, they certainly treat their
customers with much more dignity than our hometown
power source.

Sincerely, Melinda Cosgrove

Protecting A
merican Consumers

With Senator Carl Levin

March began with National Consumer Protection Week,
and in the Senate we took a long overdue step forward to
protect consumers from unsafe products. We passed the
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) Reform
Act, a measure we began working on following widespread
recalls of consumer products last year.

As a grandfather and consumer, I am appalled at the
lack of resources and enforcement authority of the CPSC
and its inability to adequately protect our children, our food
supply and the general public from harmful or contaminated
products.

The CPSC Reform Act would address the issues that
undermined confidence in product safety following recalls
of items including millions of toys. It would ban lead in
children’s products and institute safety measures to protect
our children and grandchildren from unsafe products.

This bill would prevent the importation of potentially
deadly products by improving information sharing and
increasing the number of employees to monitor our nation’s
ports. And it would protect whistleblowers and increase
penalties for those who violate safety measures.

The CPSC Reform Act would also improve the
effectiveness of recalls by giving the Consumer Product
Safety Commission greater authority to order recalls, by
banning the sale of recalled products, and by creating an
Internet database of product safety information.

Consumer product safety is an important aspect of
consumer protection, but there are other areas that we are

working to address as well. As Chairman of the Senate
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, I have been
investigating anumber of issues to help ensure that American
consumers are not getting ripped off.

Last year I held a series of hearings on how credit
card companies treat their customers. Our investigation
determined that legislation is needed to protect consumers
who are seeking to pay off their debts in good faith, but
are being victimized by unfair and abusive credit card
practices.

Those abuses include credit card companies that charge
interest on debt that is paid on time, impose repeated fees
for a single violation of a credit limit, and hike interest
rates even for consumers who have paid their monthly bills
on time. To outlaw these and other unfair tactics, I have
introduced the Stop Unfair Practices in Credit Cards Act
and I am fighting to win Senate action on the bill this year.

[ have also been investigating high energy prices,
focusing in particular on how market speculation can hike
oil and natural gas prices for consumers when traders play
regulated and unregulated commodity markets off each
other. A hearing last year showed how a single hedge fund,
Amaranth, used large trades on different markets to distort
natural gas prices, resulting in higher costs for consumers.

In response, I introduced the Close the Enron Loophole
Act to crack down on excessive speculation in energy
markets and put the cop back on the beat in currently
unregulated markets. I have worked with my colleagues
to include that legislat’on in the farm bill that passed the
Senate and hopefully will be enacted later this year.

From hazardous products, to abusive credit card
practices, to high gas prices, American consumers are
falling victim to inadequate consumer protections. Passage
of the CPSC Reform Act should be just the first step towards
enacting new reforms to protect the public against unsafe
goods, unfair prices and abusive practices.
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125 YEARS AGO

THE LOWELL JOURNAL
MARCH 14, 1883

Who will be Lowell’s next supervisor? Time to look
around and bring out candidates.

Mr. Edson English of South Boston is in very poor
health. He was born in 1801 and his life has been one of
activities and good deeds.

100 YEARS AGO
THE LOWELL LEDGER

MARCH 12, 1908

Work on the building for the Muskegon Carving and Art
Furniture Company began Monday morning with nine or ten
men engaged.

The Lowell Lumber Company and Archie Lewis
have the contract and it is expected that the work will be
completed in three weeks and ready for the machinery. The
present Parks building will be raised eight feet and a ground
story of cement blocks will be built under it.

7S YEARS AGO
THE LOWELL LEDGER AND ALTO SOLO
MARCH 16, 1933

Headline: L. H. S. graduates leading all others

The scholastic records made by the graduates of Lowell
High School in the higher institutions of learning during the
first semester are very gratifying. We find that the following
percents of marks were earned: A’s 10 percent, B's 43.3
percent, C's 36.7 percent, D’s 10 percent. The normal curve
for students at college is as follows: A's 5 percent, B's 20
percent, C’s 50 percent, D's 20 percent, E's 5 percent. It
will be observed that the averages obtained by the Lowell
students is much higher than the general average.

50 YEARS AGO
THE LOWELL LEDGER
MARCH 13, 1958

Headline: Lowell’s bid for city fails by 21 votes: will
vote again on different boundaries

In a record turnout of 640 voters from the village and
125 from the proposed annexed portions of Lowell and
Vergennes Township, the city proposition was turned down
by a vote of 393 to 372.

Mrs. Lila Thaler’s first grade class enjoyed a trip to the
post office last Friday. Before going there, each pupil wrote
a letter to Miss Marion Bushnell, a first grade teacher who
is in the hospital. Most of the children felt the most exciting
part was watching the canceling machine.

25 YEARS AGO
THE GRAND VALLEY LEDGER
MARCH 16, 1983

John Pasanen, of 990 N. Hudson, was awakened about
| a.m. Saturday by the sound of a nearby crash. A short
time later, Lowell Police Officers knocked at his door to tell
him that his garage had been knocked off it’s foundation
and smashed in on the north side when a pickup driven by
Michael Wright went out of control.




Tue LoweLL LEDGER - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2008 PAGE 6 THE LoweLL LEDGER - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2008 PAGE 7

le Scout
- Timothy Sinen of Alto,
was awarded the rank of
Eagle Scout on March L I

Our disappointment was short-lived, however, because  from outside the pen as he stepped in sheep droppings to
soon after we finished with this book, our community get near his sheep to take care of her. Words cannot fully
hosted its annual Sugar and Shearing Festival. A local express how glad we were at the end of the day to return

farmer actually came to the park to shear his sheep in alive  both to our clean home and our sanitized mental images of
demonstration. Of course, we had to go; there was no way  sheep.

we would miss such a thing. So on a Sunday afternoon, our Those sanitized images of cute, fuzzy, amusingly Ist at a Court of Honor With Drs. Paul Gauthiar
family drove down to the park and squeezed in around the mischievous sheep are much better to think about when we ceremony held at Oakwood J/:m Lang ' 4
by Beccy Blann, Children's Pastor sheep pen to get a closer look. read that Jesus called us His sheep. We don’t like to think that Chiistian Refotmed Wayne A Christénson " ¢
Church of the Nazarene We learned something about sheep that day. Cartoon we are ugly, smelly, and helpless. The harsh reality is that Church in Belding. Sinen John G. Meier & Tracy Lix}e »
Several years ago, when my daughter was about 4 years  sheep are cute. Real sheep, not so much. Real sheep slobber  we are. Sin affects each one of us, to the point that we are no is a member of Boy \’
old, we checked out a library book called “Farmer Brown  when they eat. Real sheep take care of business whenever better than sheep who cannot take care of themselves. But, Scout Troop 328 which is EARWAX BUILDUP :
Shears His Sheep”. It was a fun book in which the sheep and wherever they feel like it. Real sheep are dirty. And

just like sheep, we too have a Shepherd. He chose to step
watched with dismay as their full woolly coats were cut off,  real sheep smell. As fun and educational as the afternoon into our dirty, smelly world and live among us. He draws

washed, spun, dyed, and knitted into human clothes. We  was, we were thankful to be on the outside looking in. We  us near and holds us close. Most importantly, He loves us
loved reading this book over and over, and were quite sad  watched from a clean, safe distance as the farmer held his enough to lay down His life so we can be saved.
when it came time to return it to the library. dirty, smelly sheep close to do the shearing. We watched

sponsored by Oakwood Earwax, or cerumen, is a wax made in your ear canal. It
CRC. He earned 45 merit is a normally- occurring substance and is there to protect the
badges and his Eagle | skinin your ear canal. While earwax naturally occurs, it can
Leadership Service Project build up and block your ear canal. This typically results in
involved the restoration | a sense of fullness, decreased hearing, even pain, dizziness
of the nature trail and | orringing in the ear.

outdoor classrooms at Alto Although anyone can have earwax buildup, it is most
Elementary School. common in: older people, people with mental retardation,
people who use cotton swabs in their ears, and people who
use hearing aids or ear plugs.

“
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Miller, Skylar Bowne- Scholarships, continued ... From Page 3

4 " . Anderson. '
H a P P)/ B I rth d ay_ Thebes Players production  for students in grades 6 - 12 scholarship programs benefit

q e Your doctor will examine your ears to see if your
MARCH 16: of “The Velveteen Rabbit" who would like to attend from public contributions. ltO Elelllentary haS reCEIVCd a $500 gr ant problem is indeed wax buildup. If the buildup is severe,
MARCH 14 Greg Briggs, Loui W ks, O March 7-16. a summer arts camp or If you are interested in your doctor may ask you to use drops to soften the ear wax "
Al e ( A' \‘ n‘o M 2 > M . v. . . .
MARCH 12: Venita Wheel . Mike reg briggs, Loulse Weeks The Lowell Area Arts workshop. The scholarship contributing either now .The Mobile Educatlon.al ser\{ed by Exxon or Mobile program B designed ..o pest qualified to work for7to 10 days. then return to have the ear irrigated.
David Baird, Lisa Homrich, ~ Yemt@ i, - Council  Summer Arts committee raises money or in a future endowment Alliance  program  will stations. The grants were to provide Exxon and i jocal educators to Our best advice: Never put cotton swabs or other items
- Stevens, Dan Baird, Kari MARCH 17; SR 4 . % Tt ;  Mobi lers with . | .
Laura Horsley. Julie Idema, 2™~ ¢ G e . Scholarship is designated throughrafflesalesofartwork program,  contact  the support the school’s Brain made possible by funding obile .retalle.rs wnt_h AN help identify schools and in your ear canals. Talk to your doctor if you are worried
Kathy Fyan. Merriman, Chase Peterson, Renee  Bames,  Logan o7, T T el Ao and donations to  LAAC at 897-8545 or at Pop subscription. Matt Van from the ~ ExxonMobile ~opportunity to invest in the programs most in need of about the possibility of wax buildup.
Shannon  Lambert, Sara [andman. e _ the Seholarship  info@lowellartscoungil. Zanten of Lowell Mobile Corporation. This grant future of their communities support.
MARCH 13: Schoen. Tree at the ore. The erowth of the worked  with  Principal will keep the Brain Pop through educational grants
e ¢ o = . _ge .
Sophia D*Agostino. Dode MARCH 18: annual  "Sleigh  scholarship programs Mary Ann SChramm to subscription current for the to nelghbgrhood SCh.00|S-
Dey. David Davis, Paul _ MARCH 15: Bruce Phillips Jr., Chase Bells and Holly"  ensure that art will stay vital secure the grant YVthh is  2008-09 school year. | ExxonMobile believes
Seese. Tyler Schneider, Jack Daniel Vegter, Ward Boulard  Treglia, Jim Hacker, Denise Christmas  art  in the Lowell community by one of 4,000 available to Thf: ExxonM.obnle that, as members of - the
Robert Malone. Jr., Brett Hobrla, Margot (Brenk) Woolfender. show and sale. encouraging young people schools across the country ~Educational Alliance community, local retailers
This year's to find their dream careers
scholarship in the art fields. C ll N
. , , " : »
! ' fundraiser ~ will David  Huffman s O “ ,._ gm\;/%ﬁrimﬁ* —
G0|NG TO THE DENTIST DOESN T HAVE TO HURT ANYMORE feature artworks only one of many gifted art B T —— English  levels  of
: from local students who has benefited The Dean’s list for and doctoral degrees at recognition are Highest
COMPLETE FAMILY DENTAL CARE artists, auctioned  from the Lowell Area Arts spring semester at The Ferris State University, Distinction, 3.75 to 4.0;
Accepting New Patients “Gentle & Painless at the annual Council Scholarship awards. University of Findlay Kendall College of Art High Distinction, 3.5 to
Dentistry Is Our Goal” Arts  Council This is the time of year for has been announced. and Design, and | the 3.74; and Distinction, 3.25
COMPLETE SERVICES: "Art Attack" on seniors to begin applying for Ashley Cunningham, an College of Professional to 3.49.
v Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults iy , Aug. 23. scholarship funds. The Arts occupational therapy major, and Technological Studies From Ada: Laura
v Immediate Emergency Treatment Davi d Huffman All of the Scholarship Applications for of Lowell, has attained a  during the semester that Madison, Distinction honors
v/ Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening graduating seniors are now grade point average of at ended in Dec. 2007. and Ward, Makielski,
v Preventive Care Your Michigan home needs available at the Lowell High least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale. Students  graduating  Highest Distinction honors.
v Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired e 1 . School Student Services with honors were From Lowell: Scott
" , " Michigan protection... , , )
v’ Dentures (Same Day Repair) Thanks for making your home in our Center, at the Lowell Arts Some 713 students recognized for  high Demeyer,. Jill Egler, and
5 ln'.sl'lrancc, l"lz.m.s Acccp.tcd community. As Michigan's insurance company, Council office or online at completed the requirements ~ academic achievement on  Angela Vickery.
Dﬁoﬁﬁ;mmg H:))tf‘r:].] oS we know Michigan homes and the hazards they www.lowellarts  council. for certificates, associate, the basis of GPAs computed
QY scvamniveston Rebls B0 & PR face. We also know the kinds of discounts Deadli - bachelor’s master’s  on a 4.0 scale.
Tuesday............ 9am.t05 p.m. ' help you save a lot of money on _  dafgaso-< org Desulme for ap.plym.g ’
Wednesday....... 9a.m.toS p.m. Mark your home insurancg o to these scholarships is
Thursday.......... 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tohnson Call today. LIy Thursday, March 20.
2 1N = - i Summer scholarship appl- GREG VAN STRlEN
J“dd T. C aI’I‘O“ D.M.D. 0495, 28031, Sle. 4 Michigan's 'ﬂsl:"aﬂce Company | ications ar:: due 0:1 I\aayplp
103 E \Y% &Y L l’l Michi Grand Rapids Making Your Future More Predictable ;io, ‘ . HEAT'NG AND PLUMBING
ast ain ¢ L.owell, ichigan D FARM BUREAU
9 ?\ﬁ(zl-'\rxkhld?\]n Ageney.com uua'mgurwmnwﬁuyy% i HEATING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
(6 ) | 6) 897"75 5 o S ki WP L FET R AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
PLUMBING SERVICE & INSTALLATION
WARM AIR/RADIANT HEAT ELEMENTARY
AREA C RC DIRECTOR 51618975560 s .
. eek of Marc
H | | H . i Explanation: ’
(616) 897-5569 : |
* > i MON: Baked chicken
DAY BIBLE CHAPEL - Visa And Master Card Accepted R {bout half of all expectant mothers will develop lower patty on bun (ham &
ALTO UNITED 9305 Centerline. Saranac CALVARY CHRISTIAN APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE ekl ' o - back pain some time during their pregnancy. With cheese sub wi/lettuce
METHODIST CHURCH 897-633’2 REF%‘;‘:ML%%VCE':ERCH UNgS:D:?;E;;%:;AL i Rﬁec.ommen_ded np.s' the average weight gain of 25 to 301bs, you will find offered at Alto & Murray
Kirby and Harrison ) 10:00 AM. el ot T B - e et . S hae o Lak f .
; , R your center of gravity shifting and causing additional ake), fresh fruit, apple
| Alto - 616-691-8011 QHOTRHIP. S AM Rev. Randy Meyers - 897-7060 SUNDAY EVENING SERVICES 6:00 PM BOWN E © # Get regular Chiropractic | ° " / e § ,{ snbaninl ey ;| juice, animat eesekers
/‘B : Worship "9:30 AM unday School.................... :00 A.M. 1151 West Main Street, Lowell. Ml WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 7:00 PM. . theckups. stress on your lower back. Many women have Joune ) ,
o~ g Children's Church.........9:30 A.M. Nursery & Jr. Church Provided Morning Worship................ 10:00 A. M. 119 Lincoln Lake, Lowell LR relief from their lower back pain and have had easier milk.
4 6 %, Rev. ‘F}rvandeattimore. Pa?tor gunday %Shooh'; ------------------- 161 028 PAICIA CALL FOR FREE HOME BIBLE STUDIES I OWN s H I P eexe Aliile.\\‘r alkilig, deliveries by receiving chiropractic care throughout TUES: Baked .
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Lre ﬁ =1 (‘“ GEED HEOAE;? Dgggg MINGS Ministry With A Blended Nursery available at both services P;ignr:eﬁ?g;ag)%gf;ibzl);?rd e - swimming, & ’,h‘."‘ Ipngngm};. . buf"."‘.ﬂ(. .\tu({u..s hu.u "f?’_”ld thar corndogs (hamburger
W] IR Pastor Dean Bailey Word Centered Service!” Barrier-Free website www.aplighthouse.com NOT'CE ~ sfationary cycling. = ”""'Ia nmm’/: uhutzun(; il "'f’ lmreu..wd I' - ,ml ’/I.“; on bun offered at Alto &
e e o e e mother or baby. uropractic care 1y aiso heipfu
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER ST. MARY'S FIRST CONGREGATIONAL The B T hio Board will hold i ¢ Wear flat shoes with good arch after delivery as your body starts to tighten up those g”aukr;zybe;i:e)éss gr\ézg
€ bowne 1ownsnip boara will hola a public e i LS welope o vour , , ?
CHURCH OF LOWELL (Assembly of God) CATHOLIC CHURCH CHURCH OF LOWELL ; P P. supports. loose  ligaments  that  developed  during  your fruit. milk.
3050 Alden Nash S.E.- 897-1100 + Staffed Nursery 4022 George J. Fekele (United Church of Christ) hearlng on the pfOpOSGd budget for fiscal : pregnancy.
Hotseor:“\:vkr:gnﬁsd;e::s:’:rstor meryng;lo v?jl;‘f?o 865 Lincoln Lake Ave. SE + 897-5906 years 2008-09 at the Bowne Township Hall - ¢ Use pregnancy pillow or full WED: Baked chicken
621 E. Main Street * 897-5936 SUNDAYS: Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 Pw: SUN. 9:30 AM (S:unday;'\lorship ...................................... 10:00 AM. 8240 Alden Nash SE., Alto, Ml 49302 on body pillow when sleeping. TREATMENT nuggets & dinner roll
, 10:00 a.m - Worship & Evenina: Weekday Masses: 7:45 am hurch School..............ccccccvue..... 10:15-11:15AM. : turkey & che
WOrShip................... 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. LIFE home Groups&"T?we Source"gYouth STOZ Day Mfasses:9AM8.7PM TDhUlquday Faith Alive Worship................... 7:00 PM. Monda’z, I\:larc:‘jul 2008 at 7:30 p.m. “The ¢ Eat small meals or snacks  (hiropractic care works on correcting éun oyffered ateZﬁo 02
WEDNESDAYS: aturday confessions: 10-10:30 AM r. Roger LaWarre..........c.cooooeovvvevivivinn, Pastor ] , :
e MICHAELT?CONKUN,PASTOR Family Night: (for all ages) 7:00 p.m. Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:15AM -8 M | Shannon Hanley............................. C.E. Director pro.pe y tax Milage rate proposed to be every four hours. misalignments that cause lower back pain associated Murray Lake), mashed
Barrier - Free Entrance “Thg Source” Youth:?:OO p.m. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, CHDREN TO ADULTS - CALL PETE WIGGAS §07-7015 Barrier-Free...............cccooooo.... Nursery Provided levied to support the proposed BUdget : with pregnancy. To see it chimpmcllc may be able potatoes, peaches,
Loving God ... Loving People! SEE LOWELL CABLE CH, 49, EWTN FOR 24 HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING Come Join Us For Praise & Worship will be a subject of this hearing.” A copy - 4 Take a good nutritional 0 help you, call today for a complimentary milk.
GOOD SHEPHERD SNOW UNITED of the budget is available for public inspection SUPplement With E1east AIMEE onsuliation.
LUTHERAN CHURCH —1 FIRST BAPTIST METHODIST CHURCH LOWELL CHURCH t the T hip Office at the ab dd of Folic Acid. THURS: Cheese pizza
Bluowate Highway (W CHURCH OF LOWELL [\ 3169 Snow Ave. &, Lowei OF THE NAZARENE O et Tl el St e g (BBQ ribbette on bun
h ' SE, . 3 U
/Lg:/a/(v)vs;y I;J:f\:vvzt:r; L!)gw:;/az fSalrizs/?;cnoiy/r\‘/f(?g)l 2275 West Main Street + 897-7168 Rev. Thurlan Meredith st Fikevi . M WedneSday’ TthSday 900 a.m. - 12 noon offered at Alto & Murray
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ev. Davi ims & A oTavior B Lo ot ana a0 Yy THRES 00 ) SETCAPIRANREG VDI coeenaapevaian . VI = . . ) .
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- MARIE PETERSON

She gets a kick out of her job
as a theater assistant manager

by Emma Palova

Posing by a poster with
Owen Wills, the assistant
manager at Ada Lowell 5,
Marie Peterson chuckles
about her favorite actor and
her job.

It all started out as a
joke eight years ago. when
Peterson, a stay-at-home
mom, applied for the job
and got it, right out of the
blue.

“I love the job and 1
love the staff,” she said.
“We're such a team. It's
family-oriented.™

Peterson loves that the
movie theater is right in
town and that she knows

everyone who comes in. As
an added bonus, she gets to
see all the movies.

“My favorite IS
‘Wedding Crashers,” she
said.

For Peterson and a team
of five managers, the job is
super fun every day. Every

fall and spring, the launch of

new movies is accompanied
by different activities.

Right now, the theater is
working with ranger Steve
Mueller on a presentation
about beekeeping to tie into
the movie, “Bee Movie.”

“Our goal is that
everyone  enjoys their

experience,” said Peterson.

T

VERGENNES
TOWNSHIP

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing
before the Vergennes Township Planning

Commission will be held on Monday, March
31, 2008 at 7:00 PM, at the Vergennes

oral comments will

Coordinator at

Township Hall, located at 10381 Bailey
Drive, Lowell, Ml to consider the following
proposed private road extension application:

Hidden Acre Development
requesting to extend the existing private road
within Alden Nash West development to the
north into the additional 3 acres they are
purchasing. There will be 5 new lots served by
the private road extension. The 3 acres is
adjacent to the Alden Nash West housing
development on the north side off Alden Nash
Ave north of Foreman, rear property area of
681 Alden Nash and just south of the high
school’s east driveway. The additional property
will meet all development restrictions of the
Alden Nash West housing development.

The complete application can be reviewed at
the Vergennes Township Hall, 10381 Bailey
Drive, PO Box 208, Lowell, Ml 49331 - Phone:
(616) 897-5671 [fax 897-5674]. Written and

be received until the
conclusion of the public hearing.

comments may be addressed to the Planning
Commission Chairman or
the Township Offices.
Comments may be emailed to the Planning
Commission at: zoning @vergennestwp.org.

Vergennes Township Planning Commission

Co. Inc is

Written

the Planning

Whether it’s by
providing the best popcorn,
service, coupons and a good
movie, the customer should
enjoy it all.

Public Library.

Lowell, Ml
appear in person.

CITY OF
LOWELL

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Lowell City Council will conduct a public
hearing at their regularly scheduled meeting of
Monday, April 7, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at the City
Council Chambers, Lowell City Hall, Second
Floor, 301 East Main Street, Lowell, Michigan
for the purpose of receiving comments from
the public on the following:

An Ordinance to Amend Section 20.07.B.2
and Section 20.07.E of Chapter 20, “Signs” of
“Appendix A — Zoning Ordinance” of the Code
of Ordinances of the City of Lowell.

Copies of the proposed Ordinance are
available for public inspection during normal
business hours at City Hall and the Englehardt

Interested persons may submit
comments to City Hall, 301 East Main Street,
49331 prior to the meeting or

Gw% Betty R. Morlock

Position: Assistant manager
Residence: Lowel

Education:  LowellHigh School
Experience: Movie theater, eight years

f‘amily:
Hobbies:

watching kids

Sometimes the occasion
may be face painting or
firemen coming with fire
trucks before the matinees.

Along with people’s
habits, the movie-viewing
business has also changed
tremendously, according to
Peterson.

“We've lowered the
ticket prices to keep us
competitive,” said Peterson.
“And we have coupons for
concessions.”

written

City Clerk

Even though the staff
gets very busy on Friday
nights, they always project a
professional image.

“We get very busy
on Friday nights, but the
staff steps right up,” said
Peterson. “We want our
customers to come back.”

And customers do
come back. There are five
houses in the cinema, two
houses have Dolby surround
system, three have DTS, a

Husband, Jim, children Algshia, Jagmc, Grant
Ruﬁning kids arounc],1ovcc| dating husband,

system that runs on discs
like CDs.

“We're not a digital
theater,” said Peterson.

However, the future
five-year plan means going
all digital to improve the
quality of movie viewing.

“We want to keep the
hometown feeling, while
bringing people in from the
surrounding areas,” said
Peterson. “We want them to
come in with a smile.”

EXPLORE WITH DORA AND DIEGO

If your child loves Dora and Diego from “Dora the

"

Explorer”, don’t miss this opportunity to go wild with
crafts, games and other character-related fun at the Kent
District Library. This program is best for children ages SiX
and under. The Dora and Diego fun will be held at:

Englehardt Branch on Thursday, March 27 at 10:30
a.m. Alto Branch on Monday, April 15 at 10:30 a.m. For
more information visit www.kdl.org.

T e e T

Business Matters

W= I

Greenridge Realty
announced  that Kim
Schwacha received Realtor
of the Month in February.

This award recognizes
Schwacha for his
outstanding
achievements.

success and

-,.‘. lt..

- KEVIN SMITH

Curtis Cleaners owner stays
up to speed with latest methods

by Emma Palova

Back behind the counter
at Curtis Cleaners, it’s hot
even on a frigid day in early
March. Neatly - pressed
dresses and suits ready to go
hang on the conveyors in the
model clean facility.

The team prides itself

in several awards fr()m.the

International Fabric Care
Association.
Owner of 30 years,

Kevin Smith is prepping
a wedding dress for a two-
round cleaning job. He first
has to remove the stains by
pre-spotting the bottom of
the dress. The dress will get
steam-cleaned by hand and
pressed.

“The stain removal
technique is the art of dry
cleaning,” Smith says.

The other art is staying
current  with  fast-paced
environmentally  friendly
regulations set by different
agencies.

Most recently, Curtis
Cleaners has added a wet
cleaning process to adhere
to the new regulations.
Unlike dry cleaning, which
uses solvents, wet cleaning
uses water and chemicals in
special machines.

“"Wet  cleaning B
environmentally  friendly.”
said Smith. “If you can
machine wash cold or dry
clean, we will wet clean it.”

And Smith, who started
in the laundromat business.
enjoys the everyday
challenge of restoring clothes
to their new condition.

“Does the team at the
cleaners have fun?” one
might ask.

Absolutely. Nothing
is more fun than cleaning
mascots like the Riverwalk
Duck, the Easter bunny or
Chester Cheetos costume.
And of course running
around wearing the mascot

College News

University officals have
announced that the following
students received Academic
Honors for the semester that
ended in Dec. 2007 at Ferris
State University and Kendall
College of Art and Design:

From Ada: Deborah
Anderson, Allison Bedi,
Jason Butts, Jill Donabauer,
Tyler Flory, Jill Geenop,
Lindsey Kicz, Kristie Kurth,
Sarah Lockwood, Kari Searls,
Alyssa Spielmaker, Lindsey
Taber, Tricia Trombly, Sharon
Turner, and Paul Kolososki.

From Alto: Matthew
Beresford, Thomas Forsbreg,
Kari King, and Judith
Mendez.

From Lowell: Audrey
Bailey, Theodore ~ Bergin,
Mellissa Blattner, Tamara
Coffey, Corinne Cozzaglio,
Jill Egler, Lori Gleason,
Mallarie Hiaeshutter, Tyler
Hoard, Brittany Huisman,
Whitney Jernigan, Andrew
Kelly, Michael Kleinpaste,
Carlene Lyons, Paul McKay,
Eric Mundt, Andrew Nozal,
Scott  Shattuck,  Blake

heads, and
workers.

“It’s achallenge to clean
them,” he said. “It’s done by
hand with a pin point steam
gun.”

scaring  co-

An Elvis costume to
clean was a challenge. as
well as fun.

“We just play around.”
said Smith.

Well, not all the time.
Smith strives to put out high
quality finished products
every day in the morning
when he comes to work. He
likes to be viewed as a co-
worker rather than a boss by
his employees in a friendly
atmosphere.

Among his peerbusiness
owners, he is known as a
knowledgeable person in his
own profession.

“Our credentials are
over and above in the same
industry,” he said. “I want us

Spoelman, Linda Stretton,
Marissa Tawney, and Andrew
Vogel. :
To be eligible for
Academic Honors,
undergraduate students must
have accumulated at least a
3.5 GPA in no fewer than 12
credit hours of course work
at the 100-level or higher
during the given semester,
while part-time students must
have accumulated at least
12 credit hours of graded
coursework at the 100-level
or higher with a 3.5 semester
GPA and a 3.3 cumulative
GPA.

A TRUSTED TRADITION OF AFFORDABLE,

PERSONALIZED, AND COMFORTABLE CARE

LIFETIME DENTAL EXCELLENCE

* Professionally Trained, Caring, and Courteous Staff

* State-of-the-Art Procedures, Instruments, and Techniques

* Cosmetic Care: Porcelain Veneers, Bonding, and Whitening

* Mercury-Free Dentistry * Filtered Water Lines

* Orthodontic Care (Braces) * Wisdom Teeth Extraction

* Implants * TM] (Jaw Pain Therapy)
4 * Treatment of Periodontal Disease (Latest Non-Surgical Techniques Available)

’ ? * Dentures * Partials * Root Canals * Crowns and Bridges

s * Emergencies Accepted * Convenient Payment Plans
{ Serving the Area Since 1981

r_—.— w‘l': .~

[LLAN

DENTAL EXCELLENCE

TODD GILLAN, DDS, PC

2186 MAIN STREET « LOWELL
LOCATED ACROSS FROM ARBYS

WE CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO CALL

(616) 897-8491

copyright © 2004 chrisad

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN LOWELL

to be the best. It’s good for
the business.”

Even in hard economic
times, the business continues
to grow, thanks to attention
to detail and quality.

“We're staying current
on new methods and up-to-
date with equipment, quality
and service,” said Smith.

Position:
Residence:
Education:
ExPcricnc:c:
Family:
Hobbies:

Kevin Smith pre-spots the bottom of a wedding dress.
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Over the years the
business has changed along
with the environmental
regulations and with more
environmentally  friendly
fabrics and different dyes.
~ The business has
diversified itself by selling
equipment and training
other dry cleaners with

Co-owner of Curtis Cleaners

Cascade

30 years of drg clcaning

Nascar and Corvettes

Smith’s partner John Curtis.

Since 2005, Curtis
Cleaners has held the
Award of Excellence from
the International Fabric
Association.

“We will continue to
grow as there will be less
dry cleaners,” said Smith.

Grand RaPids Communitg Co"cgc

Wife Helen, children Jonathan, Jennifer, Jodi, Dustin

come in for a quote...

b p———

We'll be there!

As your local, independent

agent, we'll be there the day you

. The day you
buy your
first home...

The day your |
first child

you need
to file a
~ claim.

Through all the changes in your life, well be there to make sure your
insurance coverage keeps up.

Providing Safe. Sound. Secure.® protection from
Auto-Owners Insurance Company.

Auto-Owners Insurance

AIC INSURANCE SERVICES
7275 Bronson SE * 616-676-4000

Building relationships - providing peace of mind

e

P
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Financial Focus
™

A= With Christopher C. Godbold

EdwardJones
Serving Individuals Investors Since 1871

(ALMOST) EVERYTHING YOU
WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT BONDS

In the financial world, stocks tend to get most of the
attention. But if you're going to make progress toward
your long-term goals, you need to be aware of all types of
investments — and bonds can be an important part of your
portfolio.

Many people, however, don’t fully understand how bonds
work. So before you invest in them, familiarize yourself with
the “bond basics.” Here are a few of them:

* Bonds are “debt” instruments. When you buy shares
of stock, you're actually becoming an owner — although one
of a great many — of a company. But when you purchase
bonds, you are, in effect, loaning money to whomever issues

\
/
\

/

’

d

Rlch’s Servnce Co. .

In-Home Appliance Repalr

el 0

INSURED ¢ 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
WASHERS * DRYERS * REFRIGERATORS
GARBAGE DISPOSALS * STOVES * DISHWASHERS

2= 209€Mainst. RICH CURTIS

@S2 Lowell, MI 49331 (616) 897-5686

the bond — a business or the government. If you hold
the bond until it matures, you'll get your principal, or “par
value,” back (provided the issuer doesn’t default) and, along
the way, you’ll receive regular interest payments. A bond’s
interest rate is known as the “coupon.”

* Bond prices will fluctuate. Your bond’s interest rate
will not change over the life of the bond. However, bonds
are subject to “interest rate risk,” which means that when
interest rates rise, the prices of bonds can decrease, so if you
sold your bond before it matured, you could lose some of
the value of your principal. For example, suppose you own
a $1,000 bond that pays a 4 percent interest rate. If new
bonds are issued at S percent, no one will pay you the full
$1,000 for your 4 percent bond, so if you wish to sell, you
will have to offer it at a discount. Conversely, if market rates
fall to 3 percent, your 4 percent bond will become highly
desirable, so you could sell it for more than the $1,000 par
value.

* Different bonds have different “ratings.” If you buy
a corporate bond, you can choose between investment-grade
bonds — those receiving the higher “grades” issued by rating
agencies such as Moody's and Standard & Poors — and

MIKA MEYERS

BECKETT % JONES ».c

ATTORNEYS

John T. Sperla
Mark A. Kehoe
Ross A. Leisman

Benjamin A. Zainea
Heidi A. Lyon
Matthew E. Fink
Neil P, Jansen

307-A E. Main Street
Lowell, Michigan 49331
(616) 897-3111

www.mmbjlaw.com
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USINESSES ‘(

CLEANERS - LAUNDRY

FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Lowell » Ada e Cascade
* |onia ® Grand Rapids

2008

AWARD OF EXCELLENDE

MARCH SPECIAL

EAROFE

WINTER COATS & JACKETS

DRYCLEANING ONLY
(616) 897-9809 - 1410 W. Main * Lowell

PEBBLE BEACH
APARTMENTS

1 & 2 BeorOOMS

GAS AND WATER INCLUDED
CARPORT INCLUDED
LAKEFRONT

24-Hr. MAINTENANCE

A GREAT PLACE FOR SENIORS

AFFORDABLE, QUIET, SAFE & CLEAN
1112 Bowes Rd., Lowell, M|

www.pebblebeachapts.com * 616-897-6880

Curtis Acc Accounting

& Tax Services
209 E. Main St. - Suite A, Lowell, MI
Complete accounting,
payroll and tax services

(616) 897-4120 « (616) 262-4873

“junk” bonds — those getting the lowest grades. Higher-

_quality bonds carry less risk of default but pay a lower

interest rate than “junk” bonds, which must offer higher rates
to attract investors who may be worried about default risk.
Generally speaking, you're probably better off by sticking
with investment-grade bonds and staying away from the
“junk.”

* Some bonds can be “called.” A callable bond is a
bond that can be redeemed — or “called” — by the issuer
before its maturity. If interest rates have declined since the
bond was issued, companies can call bonds and reissue them
at the lower, prevailing interest rate, thereby saving money
on interest payments. As an investor, this could be cause
for concern, because if your bond is called and you want to
reinvest the proceeds in another bond, you’ll likely have to
accept a lower coupon rate. Consequently, you may want to
look for a bond that offers “call protection” — a guarantee
that the bond can’t be called before a certain time.

To determine if bonds are appropriate for your individual
situation — and, if so, what type of bonds — see your
financial advisor. By adding bonds to your portfolio, you
may well give yourself a broader platform for success.

TO ADVE RTISE IN THE LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY ca" 897'9261

Quick LUBE * LASER WASH/DOG WASH

CAR DETAILING CENTER
11729 E. Fulton * Lowell * 897-2700
FREE CAR WASH WITH

EVERY OIL CHANGE
Locally Owned & Operated

FRY DADDY’S
608 West Main Street

Lowell, MI 49331
Fish, CHICKEN § SHRIMP

(= 897-FISH

LAKE PERCH BASKET

OPEN TUESDAY - SATURDAY

BILL WHEELER

Certified Public
Accountant

Auto

Puris Stare

www.myvents.com

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC.

20 1450 W. Main S, Lowell, M =3
-

(616) 897-9231
HOURS: MON - FAI8-7: SAT 8:5:30; Sun -3 Bl

CHEVROLET BUICK

GREAT DEALS
FROM GOOD PEOPLE!

897-9294

goodautomotive.com

AIR DUCT CLEANING
Breath Easy...Breathe Free
Bill Hatchett « Owner
Office (616) 897-7777
Toll Free 866-4MYVENTS

(866-469-8368)
PO Box 212 « Lowell, Ml 49331

email: bill@myvents.com

w3 WHEEe MicHIGAN
103 Riverside Dr.
Lowell, Michigan
49331

Sign up for our FREE
recorded Bond alerts!

Visit www. bondalertslgnup.com s
for details or call (616) 942-7680{5)

Centennial Securities Co. e

Grand Rapids, M Memser FINRASIPC

A BUSINESS AD
THIS SIZE ONLY

3850 |
il

Call 897-9261

Red Arrow

Richelle Kimble receives
8.6 on vault at State finals

by Molly Benningfield a technique she learned for

Editor the finals.
“She ended with a half-
Richelle Kimble, full, which was impressive

a junior on the Lowell
gymnastics team, finished week,”
her season Saturday morning
with a half-full on the vault,

as she just learned it last
gymnastics coach
Skye Fisher said of Kimble's
performance.

by molly benningfield

sports editor
® o0 0 0 00

Should the sports schedule
change to four seasons?

ey

It’s a topic that has been discussed to great lengths,
but with no exact outcome showing, The need for a
change in high school sports seasons is one that will go
on for a while, by the looks of it.

According to the Michigan High School Athletic
Association (MHSAA) Web site, there needs to be some
sort of change so that schools and kids will not “become
the losers”.

With the change of seasons implemented this
year, mény spoﬁs have suffered in participation, media
coverage and fan support. One of the most visual
examples of this was the move of girls’ basketball to the
winter season, resulting in two basketball teams playing
at the. same time.

The MHSAA and school administrators and coaches
from Michigan are currently deciding how to improve
the existing calendar.

The Grand Rapids Press said the best plan right now
is a four-season model, with the start dates overlapping
currently-playing sports. Season | would include the
current fall sports, as well as volleyball (like this year)
and gymnastics. Season 2 would feature girls’ basketball,
wrestling, skiing, bowling and hockey, and begin the
second week of November. Season 3, then, would have
boys’ basketball, boys’ swimming and competitive cheer,
starting in mid-December. Season 4, which would include
the traditional spring sports, starts in late March.

That was exhausting just writing it out and then
thinking about it. It’s hard to imagine all that going on,
but it could work.

What I'm wondering, is what the general public
- the people who are playing the sports, watching the
sports and driving their sons and daughters to the events
- is thinking. How do you think it would work out?

I think it’s a good idea to be in discussion about
how to improve the sports schedule. There needs to be a
change to make it all fair. Is four seasons the best idea?

Write in and let me know. You can send your
thoughts in by e-mail, at ledger@lowellbuyersguide.
com or regular post, at PO. Box 128, 105 N. Broadway,
Lowell, M1 49331.

Kimble didn’t medal,
but was in the top half of the
59 vault competitors, Fisher
said. She received a score of
8.6, as she had at the regional
finals. Kimble had scored in
the Top 6 to move her on to
state finals.

The season for Kimble
proved to be one dedicated
to her hard work and strong
will. In August, she broke
her femur (the bone in her
upper leg).

“She couldn’t feel the
nerve in her leg,” Fisher said.
“We didn’t even know if she
would be competing. They
had to build her a special
brace, which she wore for

the first part of the season.”

Fisher said Kimble has
also grown a lot, both as a
gymnast and a person.

“Richelle was my
freshman who had good
scores, but was not
consistent,”  Fisher said.
“She used to come apart
under pressure. She now
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SHE NOW IS A ROCK AND A MATURE YOUNG LADY
WHO HAD GREAT SPORTSMANSHIP ON SATURDAY.

IS a rock and a mature
young lady who had great
sportsmanship on Saturday,
by cheering all the other
girls that were in our region
on.”

Fisher, who traveled
with Kimble to Canton
High School Saturday for
the finals along with Kelsey
Teft, a teammate and friend,
said the experience was
“such a bonding moment.”

At the beginning of
the season, Fisher said of
Kimble, “She is very strong
all around.” Kimble had
a strong season, excelling
in not only vault, but all

apparatuses.

At the St. Johns
Invitational early in
February, Kimble took

second place in the vault,
floor and uneven bars, as
well as in all-around.

Kimble will return
to the team next year as a
senior. Fisher said it will be
“a good year.”

(Top Left): Richelle Kimble at Canton High
School for State finals with coach Skye Fisher
and teammate Kelsey Teft.

(Top right): Kimble on the vault after Satur-

day's finals.

(Bottom right):

Kimble performs on floor

during the individual regional finals, where her
vault performance landed her in the Top 6 to go

to State.

e ——————————————————
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IN ONE VISIT

..oIMPLE!

"If 1 had known il would be this easy. I wouldn'l
have put off gelting a crown for so long. One visil

and it was done. The crown [its and looks great

[ have my smile back...simple!
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- Coach Skye Fisher
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Red Arrow

-SPORTS

Red Arrow wrestling continues winning ways

Justin Boss takes first State title in senior year

Boss finished his season
with a 29-6 record and as an
individual state champion.
Boss wrestled his way to first
last weekend at the Palace
of Auburn Hills, knocking
out four opponents in three
days to achieve his first
state title.

Boss, a senior, said the
moment felt “really good”
and-was happy to end his
senior year with a title.

“Oh yeah, it feels great
to do that.”

In the championship
match, Boss defeated Jacob
Johnsonof Dearborn Heights
Crestwood by pinning him
in 4 minutes, 48 seconds. In
the semifinals, Boss pinned
Brian Plummer of Byron
Center in 3 minutes, 37
seconds. Boss said his best
match of the weekend was
“the one that got me into

TOWNSHIP

Bowne Township is now
accepting Bids for the 2008
Lawn Maintenance Season

Specifications are available
at the Township Office.
8240 Alden Nash SE.,

PO Box 35, Alto, Ml 49302 or
telephone 616 868-6846
Wednesday, Thursday 9-5 or
Friday morning 9 a.m. to 12 noon.

the finals - that was a good
one.”

Boss also defeated
Chad Koch of New Boston-
Huron in a 7-4 decision
during the quarterfinals and
Derek Horde of Sault Ste.
Marie 21-6 in 4 minutes, 26
seconds in the first round.

Boss will attend Grand
Valley State University next
year, and is unsure whether
or not he’ll wrestle.

Lowell wrestling gets two firsts and two

seconds in dominant weekend at the Palace

(Left): Justin Boss was State champ at 152 pounds, Tim Gingerich was
State runner-up at 145 pounds, Jackson Morse was State champ at 140

pounds and Ryan Olep was State runner-up at 160 pounds.

(Photo courtesy of Laura Morse)

(Left and Top right):
Justin Boss wrestles
against Chad Koch of
New  Boston-Huron
during the quarter-
finals ¥riday morning.

(Middle and bottom
right): Tim Gingerich
wrestles against Mar-
tin Bell of Eaton Rap-
ids during the quarter-
finals Friday morning.

Tim Gingerich is second at 145

Gingerich ends his
junior year with a 36-7
record and a second place
trophy in his weight class.
He was defeated in an
overtime match by Deven

FROM: o

* Includes MLS

¢ Cut the “fat”

¢ Sell Faster

* 19 Years experience

www.robertrealty.net

616-363-7900
ROBERT REALTY + DEAL BROKER DIRECT

Brown of Carlton Airport,
with a 3-1 decision.

Gingerich wrestled
his way to the finals
by knocking out three
opponents  from around
the state. In the semifinals,
Gingerich  defeated Jake
Potyraj of Wyoming Park in
an 8-1 decision. He defeated
Martin Bell of Eaton Rapids
in an 8-5 decision in the
quarterfinals and Anthony
Balmaceda of  Warren
Fitzgerald 10-2 in the first
round.

Gingerich will be back
as an Arrow next year for

his last season.

TIM GINGERICH,

/

145

”‘\“\\'\\‘\\ .

Red Arrow

State finals continued ...

Jackson Morse is State champ as a sophomore

JACKSON MORSE, 140

Ryan

Olep ends his year at
39-8 and at second place
in his weight class. Olep, a
sophomore on the team, was
defeated in the final round
by Adam Miller of Sparta.
in a 1-0 decision.

Olep wrestled his way
to the finals by knocking
out three opponents from all
over the state.

ep es at 160

In the semifinals. Olep

defeated John Rizgallah of

Allegan, in a 5-3 decision.
He also took out Larry
Cervantes of Allen Park by
pinning him in 5 minutes, 51
seconds and Dan Anderson
of Mason in the first round,
with a 4-0 decision.

Olep has two more years
as a Lowell wrestler.

Senior Nate Vaught went (-2 for the day at
171 pounds, losing to Benjamin Hand of Ypsi-
lanti in the first round by a decision of 5-3, and
in the second round to Brandon Wrzesinski of

Bay City John Glenn in a fall in 2 minutes, 22
seconds. (Photo by Brett Bremer)

(Left and below):
Ryan Olep takes on
Larry Cervantes of Al-
len Park in the quar-
terfinals Friday morn-
ing.

Morse  ended  his
sophomore season as an
Arrow with a 37-2 record
and an 1mpressive state
title in one of the toughest
weight
wrestled four opponents in
his journey at the Palace this
weekend.

Morse said simply of
his win, "It feels great.”

He defeated Brennan
Brumley of Warren Woods
Tower in the championship
match, by a decision of
11-4. He said that his best
wrestling came “definitely
at the finals match.”

Morse defeated Garrett
Rozeboom of Mason, who
was the defending state
champ at 130 pounds,
in a 10-4 decision in the
semifinals, Westly Verner
of Adrian in a 6-1 decision

divisions.  Morse

(Top and right): Jackson Morse wrestles
against Westly Verner of Adrian during the

quarterfinals.

Senior Zach Baum went 1-2 for the day at 130
pounds, losing in the fourth round of the con-
solation bracket. He defeated Jimmy Mann of
New Boston-Huron by pinning him in 1 minute,
10 seconds. He was defeated by Nick Humes of
Stevensville Lakeshore 17-2 in the quarterfinals
and Andrew Funsch of Ogemaw Heights by a
7-6 decision in the consolation round.

Tue LoweLL LEDGER - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2008 PAGE 13

during the quarterfinals,
and pinned Sean McCoy of
Eaton Rapids in 3 minutes.
26 seconds in the first
round.

Public Library.

Interested persons

Lowell, MI
appear in person.

CITY OF
LOWELL

PLANNING COMMISSION -
CITIZEN ADVISORY

COMMITTEE
PUBLIC NOTICE

The City Planning Commission-Citizen
Advisory Committee will conduct a public
hearing at their regularly scheduled meeting
of Monday, March 24, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the
City Council Chambers, Lowell City Hall,
Second Floor, 301 East Main Street, Lowell
for the purpose of receiving comments from
the public on the following:

An Ordinance to Amend the definitions of the
Residential Zoning Districts.

Copies of the proposed Ordinance are
available for public inspection during normal
business hours at City Hall and Englehardt

comments to City Hall, 301 East Main Street,
49331 prior to the meeting or

Morse still has two
more years on the team, and
said that one of his main
goals for next year is “to win
a team state title.”

may submit written

Betty R. Morlock
City Clerk

> b B " s -o»
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7. W

34. 2nd

. Rub off

. Smelly
10. Article

12.

. Highest hand

11. wit: doofus
Afternoon repasts
15. More humid

CLUES ACROSS
1. Reformation theologian
_____:arrest authorization
13. Turkish capital
14. State flower of Indiana (pl.)
16. Initials of MI 3 star
17. Precedes CAM
18. |, you!
19. Body art (sl.)
21. Disdained writers
23. Japanese insults
25. Body of water
26. Shopping binge
27. Psychiatric hospital
29. Alabama
30. Trauma center (abbr.)
31. ___liff: court officer
32. Beatles, The _ Four
33. 12th Greek letter
longest

running

Broadway musical
36. Corpuscle (abbr.)
37. Leave (abbr.)
38. Take a seat
39. Conway, AR school (abbr.)
40. National airline of Pakistan
41. Billiard stick

CLUES DOWN
1. Plaster backings
2. Remove lid

. Painter of light initials
. They break into computers

3
4
5
_6,. Radioactivity unit
8
9

. Inability to use language

i 2 3 [:] 8 9 [10 [11
14 5
18 19
23 24 25
1
36 37 38
40 4 a2
50
(61 62 63
‘ ||
i I

CWQ072410
42. Confederate General Robert
43. Diego, Francisco, Anselmo
44. Anno Domini (abbr.)
45. Volkswagen coupe con-

vertible
46. Gentlemen
47. Touchdown
48. In the style or manner of
49. Rate of speed
50. Not DC
51. Kenzaburo
in Literature

52. Soft cotton pile fabric
54. Urges and helps on
57. Woman (French)
59. Solemnly affirms
60. Peer Gynt author
61. Kitchen plumbing fixture
63. Energy unit
64. Young women’s association
65. Parent of NBC
66. Leather made from beef skin
68. False
70. Right and Blue
71. Listen again

: 1994 Nobel

34 Money collected under a tariff

35. Relating to liberal studies

38. Portions of bread

40. Chafflike bracts of grass

41. Principle sect of Christians
in Egypt

45. Comes out of

46. Day of rest and worship

48. Early multimedia

53. Green (Span.)

54. No. French river

55. SW ankle-high moccasins

56. Evil smile

PAS AE[IME |

Now this is a pileup!

This photograph taken by Mike Wood shows just how much snow piled up
this season. Wood, a Unity High School senior, took the shot from the library
parking lot of the school for his digital photo class.

|T? CAN YOU GUESS OR DO YOU KNOW?

WHAT IS

Email, phone or
snail-mail your guess
to the Ledger and we’ll
have the answer in soon.

Be sure and give us
. your name along your

' guess.

The object below has
something to do with Easter.
Do you know what it is?

Send your

responses to:
ledger @lowellbuyersguide.com
(put "What Is It?" in the
subject line or your email)

616-897-9261 or
105 N. Broadway
Lowell, MI 49341
ﬂ
SUDOKU N ATTENTION
Numbers READERS

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love

Are You Feeling

J] \
20. Greetings . 58. MI Senator D. Stab ! ﬂ fn“.f,’gkg’egc?.',f GIJJR{E/AEQIV/E.?
32. A resident of Crete 62. Electrical power unit 7 puzzle will hgve
;: 'S)trll;;)%;:l::rsc singer Maal 64. kgle: sound a brook you hooked from If you would like to
24. De . makes the moment you :
%T \hf/c%Zby tch 67. Expresses surprise : sguare oft, 50 SUbBIILH poeny,
31. Wedding headgear 69. Prefix fi ' S 1arpen your verse, cart
g g »9. Prefix for again CWO724 1A 6 pencil and put s 00'3’
your sudoku drawing or recipe
LIU|[T|(H|E|R A(R|R|A|N savvy to the test! for the
AlnIklalrlA plelol NI S 7 Reader’s Corner,
Tle clalp HIE|Y T Tl s 3 we’d like to print it
. HlAlcl|kl|s Blalk|Als E|lA Level: Advanced Not all will be accepted
Here's How It Works: ds [SS1 i
S|IP|R|EI|E A|lS|Y|LIUIM AlL Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine anb ;mbmm,“[ms ;”.”. not
ElR 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each S IR GRS
A F|A|B M| U row:v, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, self-addressed, stamped
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will ny s include
' ClA|T]|s B L|V S|I|T appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the bo>res.rTr:Az';I “Pveiope tx included,
ulcla more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
P A C|U|E L|E|E g You may bring your
S|A|N AlD Elo|s sl |rls LlZ[6])v|8|L]9|S|E signed creations
Tl o allla vieln Al LlS[8)6[€|9]e|L|¥ to the Ledger office
r A MEIFANGIE 105 N. Broadway,
VIE|L|VI|IE]|T AIBIEI|TI|S Bl6|c]S|olelv|L]|L OR mail them to:
M|M|E A|lVv| E|R|Ss I |Bls|EIN S|v|Z|8|}|6]€|2]9 Ledger/Readers Corner
91€|L)L]|2|v]|6[8]S P.O.B
- s 1 Inlk .0. Box 128
E|R|G G|S|A G| E Els|S)9|6|c]|8|v]|L Lowell, MI 49331
CIO|W|HII DI|E U[N|TIRI|UI|E 6l v]E|L|8]S[9]z2 OR E-mail:
wlelalLlels RIE |n|E | 2 | R ¢|8|9)L|v|S|L|E]6 ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com
‘HIMSNV Subject: “Readers Corner”

FOR SALE

2004 ARCTIC CAT SNOW-
MOBILE - Pantera 600 EF|,
2up, remote start, less than
700 miles, just like new.
$4,600. 616-527-2372.

.......................................

LANDFORSALE-3acres
1/4 mile from Murray
Lake. Cleared & perked,
$42,000. Call 616-318-
4808.

.......................................

YORKSHIRE PUPPIES
FOR SALE - 4 males,
8 weeks old, shots up-
to-date, AKC registered
mother & grandfather on
site, blue & gold, $1,000
each. 616-881-1344.

MATTRESSES - All new.
All sizes starting at $49.
Large selection. Low over-
head = lower prices. Shop
& compare before you buy!
R.C.D. Wholesale, G.R.
682-4767 or 293-5188.:

ROLL TICKETS AVAIL-
ABLE AT LOWELL LITHO
- Single & double rolls,
variety of colors. Single roll,
$5 ea. + tax & double rolls
$7.50 +tax ea. Lowell Litho,
105 N. Broadway, Lowell.
Ph. 897-9261.

.......................................

GREASE TICKETS FOR
SALE - 5 tickets for $120
for Sat., March15at8 p.m.
at the Grand Rapids Civic
Theatre. Sold out show.
Call 616-481-4832.

.
.......................................

AIR BEDS - Selecta com-
fort firmness for each of
you. Dualchambers. Digital
remote, neverused. Perfect
for couples with different
firmness needs. Queen
$795, king $995. Air Bed
Store, G.R., 682-4767 or
293'51 88.YFN

.......................................

NEWSPAPERENDROLLS
AVAILABLE AT THE BUY-
ERS GUIDE OFFICE -Many
uses! Stop by & grab one
today! 105 N. Broadway.

---------------------------------------

GREAT GIFT! - A picture
pen! Will hold a 2 1/2” x 1
3/4” photo around the bar-
rel of the pen! Only $5.99
+ tax. Perfect for Mother’s
Day or Father’s Day! Avail-
able at the Buyers Guide
office, 105 N. Broadway.

---------------------------------------

MEMORY FOAM MAT-
TRESS - Relieves back
pain! Temperpedic queen,
$1,899; Theratouch queen
“samething”, $899. Is the
name worth that much?
Brand new. Also twin, full
& kings. Try them at RCD
Wholesale, G.R. 682-4767
or 293-5188.w»

---------------------------------------

1999 FORD RANGER
SUPER CAB - 4x4, 6 cyl.
motor, AC/bedliner, tow-
ing package, $4,750. Call
897-0193.

.......................................

NEW PRICE! - Lowell
Schools! 3 bedroom home
with newer carpet, central
air, central vac, partially fin-
ished basementand HUGE
garage! Just $122,000!
Call Melinda Robison at
616-648-0151 or visit www.
GoMelinda.com Five Star
Real Estate 791-1500.

.......................................

1997 JEEP GRAND CHER-
OKEE - new brakes, tires
and exhaust, $4,500. Call
642-6035.

FOR SALE

REFRIGERTOR - Side-
by-side refrig/freezer, ice
maker & water dispenser
in door. Stainless w/black
door handles, filtered water
line “Whirlpool Conquest.”
Only 2 1/2 years old, excel-
lent condition, moved to
house where this fridge is
too large. Paid $1,600 new,
selling for $800. Pam 987-
9104, eves. & weekends.

.......................................

USED TIRES - 100’s to
choose from, like new, rea-
sonable prices. 292-7649.

WOOD FOR SALE - Oak &
Hickory for outside furnace.
$125 a cord delivered.
Order for next year. 897-
7742. '

ANTIQUE DINING ROOM
SET - Mahogany table w/6
chairs, 1is“captain.” Large
buffet w/storage & smaller
china cabinet. Probably
50+ years old, good con-
dition. Custom table pads
included. $500 for set.
Call Pam 987-9104 eves.
& weekends.

.......................................

NEW LISTING! - Home sit-
ting on 2 1/2 acres of land
with garage & barn! Home
featuresalarge livingroom,
hardwood floors through
outand more!Just$99,900!
Call Melinda Robison at
616-648-0151 or visit www.
GoMelinda.com Five Star
Real Estate 791-1500.

.......................................

HIGH EFFICIENCY - Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Outdoor
Wood Furnace, 25 year
warranty. Dual fuel mod-
els. Maxim Corn & Pellet
burners also available. Call
today! SOS your “Stock-
ing Dealer” Dutton, Ml
616-554-8669 or 616-915-
5061.

PERSONALS

PLEASE HONOR
her with a card for her
95th birthday on
March 12.
Roxie Hunter,
Lacey’s Too,
11981 Potters Road,
Lowell.

EVENTS

LOWELL LITTLE LEAGUE
- Late registrations will be
accepted at Lowell Little
League booth atthe Lowell
Expo on March 22, 9-3:30
p.m. Lowell High School.

.......................................

PILATES CLASSES -
at First Congregational
Church, 865 Lincoln Lake
Ave. March 3 - April 10.
Mondays 8:30 a.m.; Tues-
days 6:30 p.m. & Thursdays
2 p.m. Cost is $6 per class
or6classesfor$250rall 18
classes for $50. For more
info, call 897-5906.

.......................................

RELAY FOR LIFE OF
LOWELL - Looking for
teams to participate in this
year's event. Fundraising
has begun by 18 current
teams! Looking for 16
more teams! Call Carol
Briggs at 897-5501 to find
out more!

HGLASSIF

srmall adds

The Lowell Ledger

GLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE AN AD
In Person: 105 N. Broadway, Lowell
By Mail: PO BOX 128, Lowell, M| 49331
By Phone: 616-897-9261
By Fax: 616-897-4809
Email: classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.com
Deadline Monday at 5 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m. -2 p.m.
Closed Saturday & Sunday

Classified ad rates:
20 words...$2
each additional word 10¢
Bold or Box $1 each

FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

SENIORS!! - Rent could
be aslowas $70 per month!
1 bedroom HUD subsidized
apartments for rent! Rent
based on income for those
who qualify! BEAUTIFUL 6
acre country setting! Pets
welcome! Conveniently
located 20 minutes East of
Grand Rapids. Calltodayto
join our small waiting list.
Equal Housing Opportu-
nity. 616-693-2271, hearing
impaired dial 711

.......................................

HOT RENTAL SPECIAL
- 2 bedroom $499 with
swimming pool & play-
ground. Pets welcomed.
616-897-8427.

.......................................

HALL FOR RENT - with
kitchen, seats 150. Call
897-6050. e«

.......................................

FOR RENT - Lowell,
Murray Lake school dis-
trict, very nice 3 bedroom
home with acreage, central
air, large basement with
finished office. $900 per
month. 616-897-9174.

---------------------------------------

HALL FOR RENT - Lowell
Veteran’s Center, 3100
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private,
great location & great rate!
Call John at 299-0486 or
897-8303.

.......................................

FREE LAB - females w/
AKC papers ages from
10 months to 3 years. All
colors. 897-5874.

.......................................

HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED STYLIST
NEEDED - full time, mini-
mum 3 years for new very
busy downtown lonia salon.
320 W. Main 522-9870.

MARKETING PERSON
NEEDED - hourly plus com-
mission. Call616-897-7300
ask for Scott.

LPN’S/RN’S - Sign on
bonus. Metron of Beld-
ing is seeking Full Time,
Part Time and Per Diem
Licensed Nurses. We of-
fer a new enhanced wage
and benefit package and
flexible schedules. For
more information or for
immediate consideration,
please email, fax, or stop
at the facility to see: Hu-
man Resources, Metron
of Belding, 414 E. State
St., Belding, MI 48809.
Fax #616-794-0209, Bev-
erly.Baldwin@metronihs.
com.

--------------------------------------

IN
MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM
In memory of our Mom,
Annie Felling,
March 15, 2001 and
Our Dad,

Alcide “Peanuts” Baker,
March 17, 1983.
Last night | had a crazy

dream
A wish was granted just
for me
It could be for anything
| didn't ask for money
Or a mansion in Malibu
| simply wished, for one
more day with you
One more day
One more time
One more sunset, maybe
I'd be satisfied
But then again
| know what it would do
Leave me wishing still, for
one more day with you
We Miss You Both
Everyday
Love, Doug & Donna
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SERVICES

GALLERY and CUSTOM
FRAMING - Fire and Water
Art!219W. Main St., Lowell
890-1879. OPEN Wed.
- Sun. 1-6 p.m. and Friday
1-7p.m.NEW ART created
by OUR 25leadinglocal art-
ists! ART CLASSES! www.
fire-and-water-art.coms

ALTO DAYCARE - has 4
full time openings, infant
- school age, fenced in
back yard, food program,
planned activities, CPR
trained. Call 868-0752

WE ARE BUYING - Col-
lector's Korner LLC. Coins,
stamps, pocket watches,
collectibles, estate jewelry.
Willpay more for your scrap
gold & silver jewelry than
anyone else! Buy, sell,
trade, appraisals. If you
have something to sell,
come & see me. You won't
beturned away. Appraisals,
$5/hr. Tues-Sat. 10 a.m.-6
p.m. 218 W. Main, Lowell.
616-821-9232. Come see
a professional. We are
buying!

NEW CONSTRUCTION
- Remodeling or odd jobs
around the house. Big
jobs, small jobs, we can
help! 17 years experience.
Professional & reliable.
References available. 616-
897-7777, ask for Bill.

.......................................

ZOOLAND DAYCARE
HAS OPENINGS - on 1st,
2nd & 3rd shifts. Call 897-
8386 or 308-0195.

.......................................

GET A HEAD START ON
SPRING CLEANING -
window washing, inside
and out, commercial and
residential. Makes a great
Mother's Day gift also.
Other services available
include: gutter cleaning;
power washing houses &
decks; deck staining & air
duct cleaning. Call Randy
for a free estimate 616-
581-8561.

.......................................

CA$H FOR GOLD & SIL-
VER - Antiques, collections
& other vintage items. Turn
your stuffinto $$$. Call 616-
550-0521 today!

.......................................

VENTS, LLC - Air duct
cleaning, 616-897-7777,
www.myvents.com.

.......................................

PAINTING - Exp. painter for
25years, fast, neat & clean
professional. From drywall
hanging to finish paint, 1
room to whole house. 616-
340-6221.

.......................................

BUSINESS CARDS - For
as little as $26 for 250.
(white card, black ink).
Before you order yourcards
from somewhere else -
check ourrates! Call Lowell
Litho, 897-9261.

.......................................

PAYROLL & BOOKKEEP-
ING SERVICE - by certified
Quickbooks advisor. Call
Kathy 897-6351 .coue

HANDY REPAIR SER-
VICE - Bob Ford formally
of Hahn Hardware is now
doing all kinds of service
work at your home or busi-
ness. Free estimates. Call
299-3198.

SOUND OFF LINE
897-0787
Voice your opinion!

B2 ?
i"\‘\“'g

SERVICES

NEW OFFICE HOURS -
M-Th8a.m.-5p.m. &Fr.8
a.m.-2p.m. Buyers Guide,
Lowell Ledger, Lowell Litho,
105 N. Broadway, Lowell.

JIM'S FLOOR COVERING
- Discount prices on floor-
ing. 23 years experience.
897-0737,8 a.m. - 8 p.m.,
leave message. i«

COMING IN THE MARCH
23 EDITION OF THE BUY-
ERS GUIDE - SpringHome
Improvement section! Ads
will run from $72.24 for an
1/8 page to $510.72 for
a full page. The Hastings
Reminder, will also be run-
ning a Home Improvement
Section, please call for Re-
minder pricing. Deadline for
adsis 5p.m. Thurs., March
20. If you are interested in
placing an ad in this sec-
tion please call our office,
897-9555.

PLUMBER - Li-
censed, 17 yrs.
experience. Resi-
dential service or
new construction,
reasonable rates.
No emergency or
after hours fee. Call
Platnium Plumbing,
| 897-2575.

JOHN SCHLOOP BUILD-
ER-Newhomes, additions
& remodeling. Call 897-
1335. 1

.......................................

JUST ANNOUNCED! -
Hastings Country Club
- new rates for '08. Single
membership, $800 (reg.
$1,300); family member-
ship, $1,300 (reg. $1,975).
No initiation fee ($300 sav-
ings). Hastings Country
Club, 1550 N. Broadway,
Hastings. 269-945-2756.

.......................................

SELL YOUR GOLD TO
CHIMERA DESIGN - Old
rings, broken jewelry, den-
talgold, single earrings, etc.
We will pay you or you can
take a store credit towards
new jewelry, jewelry repair,

or customdesign. Chimera
Design, 208 E. Main in
Lowell. 616-897-9480.

Beginning March 1
Mon. - Thurs.
8 a.m. -5 p.m.
Friday
8 a.m.-2p.m.
Closed Sat. & Sun.

' o ‘- a !

e et ? [ dltadts ‘.‘--"—J

“The People Paper”

The Lowell Ledger

105 N. Broadway
897-9261
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Property taxes, continued ... From Page 1

exuberant on the dilapidated
buildings. He requested the
board of review to bring
down the values of the
buildings to zero.

*“l am arguing about the
value of the barns,” he said.
“The buildings are old.”

Odell said the taxpayer
is getting squeezed from
both  ends by higher
taxes and lesser values of
property.

While the board of
reviews listened to appeals,
earlier in the morning House

reform to help the struggling
homeowners at the Home
and Builders Association in
Grand Rapids.

Presented by
Republican Floor Leader
Dave  Hildenbrand  of
Lowell, the proposal would
prohibit tax increases if a
home value decreases.

“If home values go
down, taxes cannot go up,”
he said. “We cannot tax
ourselves to prosperity.”

The second goal of

the proposal is to make the

the board of reviews easier
by expanding their hours and
extending the time frame for
the appeal.

Currently, many board
of reviews meet during the
day. In some cases residents
have 10 days to appeal their
taxes, a short time frame
between the mailing of the
notices and the meetings.

“This is one of the
worst housing markets in
the history of the state,”
said Hildenbrand. “Our
reform will help keep at-

risk families in their homes
and reduce the overall tax
burden.”

The plan would ensure
that assessments reflect
reality by using calculations
to determine property values
based on current data and to
include foreclosures.

“I think it’s a step in the
right direction,” said Odell in
response to the GOP reform.
“We're all upset.”

Wittenbach considered
the GOP’s proposal to be
fair.
Remaining
reviews:

board of

___.___”

* City of Lowell
March 12 from 9:30 a.m.
to noon, 1:30p.m. to 5

p-m. and 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. if
necessary.

* Lowell Township
March 13 from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m. and 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Republicans proposed a appeals process in front of

WE SHIP UPS! Heatmu g l:nnllll!l

The Lowell Ledger | (616)897-4123
. ! we www.HeatingCoolingOnline.com
lf)‘S N. Broz;dw‘ly . ¢ mai info@HeatingCoolingOnline.com
RO7_. 07 1} ) ‘ :
O 7 ,ﬁm{) k Licensed and insured. Serving the area since 1984

Resident Jeffrey Morgan shows a parcel of wetland while Tim Wittenbach looks
on.

% %%

Unquestionably, there is progress. The average American now
pays out twice as much in taxes as he formerly got in wages.

- H. L. Mencken (1880 - 1956)

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

BID PROPOSAL

Sealed bids, in triplicate, for Lowell Area Schools High School & Cherry Creek
Renovations, will be received at Lowell Area Schools Administration Building,
300 High Street, Lowell, Michigan on Thursday, March 20, 2008 at 2:00 p.m.

All proposals received (mailed and delivered) will be opened and read publicly
shortly after 2:00 p.m. local time in Lowell Area Schools Administration Building
Board Conference Room 300 High Street, Lowell, M.

Bids may be mailed to Lowell Area Schools, 300 High Street, Lowell, Michigan
49331. Mailed bids must be received prior to the bid due time and date stated
above. FAXED BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

SITE INSPECTION
A construction pre-bid meeting will be held at Lowell High School, 11700 Ver-
gennes, Lowell, Ml on Thursday, March 13, 2008 at 3:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.

local time. The meeting will be held in Room A120 Cafeteria/Commons. All bid-
ders are encouraged to attend.

BID DOCUMENTS

The Bidding Documents may be obtained at Owen-Ames-Kimball Co., 300 lo-
nia N.W., Grand Rapids, MI. A deposit of $100.00 is required. The deposit will
be refunded if documents are returned within 60 days after bid opening. A non-
refundable charge of $20.00 will be required for mailing documents.

Although Michigan is facing tough economic times,
BIDDER QUALIFICATIONS

Bidders submitting a Bid for this Project shall have qualifications as follows:

a.  Shall be a reputable, recognized organization, with at least five (5) years
successful experience on work of this type and scope of this project.

b.  Shall have a license where required by public authorities having

jurisdiction.

Shall have ample financial resources for work of this magnitude.

new companies are moving to the state and existing
companies are growing and creating new job
options. Stand by your state and Make it Michigan -
Great Lakes, Great Products and Great People. C.

BID SECURITY - PERFORMANCE BONDS
Each bid shall be accompanied by good and sufficient bid security or bid bond
in an amount not less than 5% of the Bid amount and shall secure the Owner

Grow your business! from loss or damage by reason of the withdrawal of the Bid by a Bidder or by

Michigan's failure of the successful Bidder to enter into a Contract with the Owner if his Bid
Small Business Advocate MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION The Lowell I ger is accepted by the Owner.
800.946.6829 MichiganPress.org

The successful Bidder will be required to secure Performance, Labor and Mate-

rial bonds for all contracts exceeding $50,000, from a surety company having a
rating of A- or better, for the full amount of the Contract.

Make it Michigan is sponsored by:

= o .
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