
P K i N C P o a T n 
a. ?/ j i \ 

• I OAC 4 
sr a i ii •- r 

S O W S 

0 i\ T . Mr CM 

: , 7 Y 

4 9? 04 

35? 

Volume 36 Issue 52 Serving Lowell Area Readers Since 1893 Wednesday, October 31, 2007 

Three incumbents and three newcomers compete for 
three open seats on the city council in November election 

I 

Al Mathews 

by Emma Pal ova 

Six candidates 
are vying for 

three open seats 

on the city council in the 

November general election. 

Tree trimming, the sale of 

Lowell Cable and North 

Washington property are 

among the major issues 

concerning the candidates. 

The incumbent 

candidates are: mayor 

Chuck Myers, mayor 

pro-tem Al Mathews 

and council member Jim 

Hodges. The newcomers are 

Sharon Ellison, Maryalene 

LaPonsie and Jeff Altoft. 

Myers, 59, a career 

banker and an experienced 

politician, is mainly 

concerned about the 

following issues: 

Chuck Myers 

• the Boy Scout Camp-

North Washington 

Property 

• aggressive tree trim-

ming by the Lowell 

Light & Power 

Company 

• the sale of the Cable 

TV Company and Sale 

Proceeds 

Myers is committed 

to preserving the Boy 

Scout Camp to include the 

proposed trails, and consider 

other nature improvements 

as funding becomes 

available. 

In response to the 

recent aggressive tree 

trimming, the city has 

developed a trimming 

policy and implemented 

an Arbor Board with a tree 

replacement program. 

Jeff Altoft 

On the issue of cable 

sale, Myers said it was a 

practical business decision 

since the subscriber numbers 

kept declining, while the 

upgrade of the system would 

have cost $1 million. 

Myers favors creating 

a $3.5 million fund from 

the sale proceeds to benefit 

many Lowell future projects. 

A separate advisory board 

will be established to award 

grants from managed funds. 

Myers believes that his 

financial background and 

the depth of past community 

involved sets him apart from 

other candidates. 

"I have a sincere interest 

in the community as a long 

term resident," he said. 

"My professional business 

experience provides me 

Jim Hodges 

with the insights and 

decision making capabilities 

to function as a city council 

person." 

Continued challenges 

for the city government 

include: cutbacks, revenue 

sharing and controlling of 

spending. 

Mathews, 49, an 

excavating manager for Tip 

Top Gravel, is seeking se-

cond term on the city council. 

He is mainly concerned 

about the following issues: 

• lack of communication 

between the city and the 

people 

• proceeds of the cable 

sale 

• North Washington 

Property 

• the equipment fund 

In order to resolve some 

Sharon Ellison 

of the challenges facing the 

city, Mathews would like to 

see cuts across the board. 

Proposed cuts would also 

include dropping of the 

operational millage due 

to people living on lixed 

income. 

"1 want to drop the 

property taxes," he said. 

Mathews would like to 

see a committee managing 

the cable sale proceeds. 

On the issue of North 

Washington Property, 

Mathews proposed the 

sale of the former LL&P 

manager 's house along with 

three acres. He would like the 

city to donate five to seven 

Maryalene LaPonsie 

acres to the Boy Scouts with 

the rest of the land going to 

deferred conservancies. 

"1 don' t want to see any 

development," he said. 

Mathews believes what 

sets him apart from other 

candidates is his honesty 

and being a lifetime resident 

concerned about the city. 

Incumbent Hodges. 57, 

a skid loader for Alticor, 

has served on the planning 

commission, as well as on 

the city council. Following 

are the issues, Hodges is 

concerned about: 

City council candidates, 

cont'd., pg. 4 

Trick or treaters visit Fountainview residents 

Voter ID required 
this Election Day 

I 
p f 

Caiden Hinzmann, 6, from Murray Lake Elementary, dressed as dark wizard, receives a treat from Fountain 

View residents Mae Tibbe and Ann McQueen Friday during the annual trick-or-treat event. 

by Terri Lynn Land 

From cashing checks to 

entering buildings to renting 

movies, if you reside in 

Michigan, you've grown 

accustomed to the need 

to show identification in 

everyday life. 

Beginning with the 

Nov. 6 election, you will 

now also be asked to present 

photo identification - or sign 

a form stating your don't 

have one - before receiving cr 

a ballot. The requirements 

are the result of a 1996 

law that the Michigan 

Supreme Court recently 

upheld as constitutional and 

reasonable. 

The intent of the law is 

to safeguard the integrity of 

our elections system from 

fraud. 

Michigan's voter ID law 

recognizes that people have 

different circumstances. 

Voters who lack acceptable 

photo ID - because they 

forgot to bring it, cannot 

afford it, or any other 

reason - will still have the 

opportunity to vote. They 

will simply be asked to sign 

an affidavit - a form stating 

they are not in possession of 

identification. They the will 

be given their ballot, which 

will be counted with all the 

others on Election Day. 

Voters who lack ID 

cannot be challenged by an 

election inspector or poll 

challenger just because they 

sign the affidavit. 

To satisfy the new 

identification requirement, 

voters can show a Michigan 

driver's license or Michigan 

personal ID card. If they do 

not possess either document, 

any of the following forms 

are acceptable, as long as 

they are current and include 

the person's photo and 

name: 

• Driver's license or 

personal identification card 

issued by another state 

Voter ID, 

cont'd., pg. 3 
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Financial Focus 
With Christopher C. Godbold 

EdwardJones 

Serving Individuals Investors Since IS7I 

AVOID THESE FRIGHTENING INVESTMENT 

MOVES 

Once again, it's Halloween. Of course, you're 

doubtlessly more amused than frightened by the variety 

of ghouls, ghosts and goblins you'll see running around 

this week. However, although Halloween itself may not be 

particularly alarming, you can find some things in life that 

are truly scary — such as making bad investment moves. 

Here arc a few of these alarming errors to avoid: 

• Investing too little in your 4()l(k) — If you have a 

401(k) or similar employer-sponsored plan, you owe it to 

yourself to take full advantage of it. Your contributions are 

generally made with pre-tax dollars, so the more you put 

in each year, the lower your taxable income. Plus, your 

earnings have the potential to grow on a tax-deferred basis. 

Furthermore, you may have a dozen or more investment 

options within your 4()l(k), so you can spread your dollars 

around in a way that reflects your risk tolerance and 

retirement goals. At the very least, contribute enough to 

earn your employer's match, if one is offered. And try to 

increase your annual contributions every time your salary 

goes up. 

• Ignoring your IRA- Even if you have a 4()l(k), you 

can still open an IRA. Many people do this — but then 

forget about it. For 2007, you can put $4,000 into an IRA, 

or $5,000 if you're 50 or older. A traditional IRA offers the 

potential for tax-free earnings, while a Roth IRA can grow 

tax-free, provided you've had your account for at least five 

years and you don't take withdrawals until you are at least 59 

1/2. And you can fund an IRA with virtually any investment 

you choose. 

• Investing too conservatively — Many investors are 

so uncomfortable with the volatility of the stock market 

that they put much of their money in more "conservative" 

investments, such as Treasury bills, corporate bonds and 

certificates of deposit. It's true that these types of securities 

will, in general, offer more protection of principal than 

stocks, but they will not provide much growth potential. So, 

if you've "loaded up" on these fixed-income vehicles, you 

could lose purchasing power over time. Over the long term, 

only stocks have significantly outpaced the rate of inflation, 

although, as you no doubt have heard, past performance is 

not an indication of future results. Consequently, if you are 

saving and investing for retirement, you will certainly need 

an appropriate amount of stocks in your portfolio. 

• Chasing "hot" stocks — If you follow a tip on a "hot" 

stock, you could get burned. Why? For one thing, by the 

time you buy the stock, it may already be cooling down. 

Even more importantly, it simply may not be appropriate 

for your individual risk tolerance and long-term goals. 

• "Timing" the market — If you could always "buy 

low and sell high," you'd unquestionably make a fortune as 

an investor. Unfortunately, no one can really predict when 

market highs and lows will occur — and you can rack up 

a lot of expenses buying and selling your investments in 

a vain attempt to "time" the market. You're much better 

off by buying quality investments and holding them for the 

long term, or at least until your needs change. 

There's no trick to avoiding all these investment 

mistakes — and if you do, you may just find your investment 

statement is not so spooky to read. 

Lend A Hand 
- VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES 

t- i 

THE KENT COUNTY LITERACY COUNCIL HAS 

AN URGENT NEED FOR VOLUNTEER 

The Kent County Literacy Council has scheduled an 

information session on Thursday, Nov. 8 for prospective 

volunteer tutors. This session is held at 6:30 p.m. and 

lasts one hour. It allows people interested in becoming 

y 

A T R U S T E D T R A D I T I O N O F A F F O R D A B L E , 

P E R S O N A L I Z E D , A N D C O M F O R T A B L E C A R E 

L I F E T I M E D E N T A L E X C E L L E N C E 

• Professionally Trained, Caring, and Courteous Staff 

• Stare-of-the-Art Procedures, Instruments, and Techniques 

• Cosmetic Care: Porcelain Veneers, Bonding, and Whitening 

• Mercury-Free Dentistry • Filtered Water Lines 

• Orthodontic Care (Braces) • Wisdom Teeth Extraction 

• Implants • TMJ (Jaw Pain Therapy) 

• Treatment of Periodontal Disease (Latest Non-Surgical Techni(.]ues Available) 

• Dentures • Partials • Root Canals 

• F.mergencics Acccpted • Cc 

• Serving the Area Since 1981 
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Our Prices Can't Be 
Beat! 

Call Us for a Price 
Quote! 
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DR. AARON J. BUYS 
m \ :•' 

MEET THE NEW DOCTOR 

D R . A A R O N J. B U Y S 

LOWELL CHIROPRACTIC 

2 5 3 1 W . MAIN S r. 

LOWELL, MI 49331 

PHONE:616-897-8284 

F A X : 6 1 6 - 8 9 7 - 6 8 1 0 
low dkhiropractic.com 

Have you ever considered seeing a Chiropractor for relief from pain? 

Whether it 's a result of personal injury, overexertion, or simply life, 
chiropractic can help! 

MEET LOWELL'S NEW DOCTOR 

Dr. Buys has just joined Wellnian-Harrison Chiropractic to form the new 

and improved Lowell Chiropractic. He has been treating the patients of 

Caledonia for the past 2 years at Caledonia Chiropractic and is excited about 

expanding into the Lowell area. Lowell Chiropractic is proud to offer full 

time office coverage, extended hours, and emergency access 7 days a week. 

Dr. Buys is a Grand Rapids area native who graduated with honors from 

Spring Arbor University. He then moved on to graduate from National 

University of Health Sciences as valedictorian where he received his 

extensive chiropractic training including spinal and soft tissue manipulation, 

rehabilitative exercise, nutrition, Graston technique, and orthotics. 

In his free time Dr. Buys enjoys spending time with is family, biking, 

swimming, and fishing. He is also an active member of the Michigan 

Association of Chiropractors. Dr. Buys and his wife regularly attend Ada 

Bible Church and are expecting their first child early this fall. 

If you're looking for a chiropractor with extensive training and experience in 

the treatment of back and neck problems, don't suffer needlessly. Call Dr. 

Buys today to schedule an appointment. 

volunteer tutors to find out more about the Council and its 

literacy programs. At the end of the session, there will be an 

opportunity to sign up for tutor training. 

The Kent County Literacy Council is a non-profit. 

United Way agency devoted to reducing illiteracy in our 

community. Based on 1990 census figures, at least 19,000 

adults in Kent County cannot read at a functional level. 

At least 6,000 adults cannot speak or understand English 

well. By training people to be tutors, the Council can offer 

one-on-one reading help to adults asking for assistance in 

reading or English as a Second Language (ESL). You do not 

need to speak another language to tutor ESL. 

The information session will be held at the Gaines 

Township Library located at 421-68th Street, SE, Grand 

Rapids. Please call 459-5151 to register. 

At Your Local Library 

iii 

GIFT BASKET SALE FOR 

THE ENGLEHARDT BRANCH OF KDL 

The Friends of the Englehardt branch of the Kent 

District Library will be selling themed book gift baskets at 

the Voyages Coffee Shop on Friday, Nov. 16 from 9 a.m. to 

9 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 17 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. As part 

of the Christmas Thru Lowell days, stop by the coffee shop 

and pick up gift baskets for as little as $5. 

Voyages Coffee Shop is located on E. Main St. in 

Lowell. For more information about the gift basket sale, 

please contact the Englehardt branch of KDL at 647-3920 

or go online at www.kdl.org. The Englehardt branch of 

KDL is located at 2009 N. Monroe St. in Lowell. 

GREG VAN STRIEN 
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(616) 897-5569 
Visa And Master Card Accepted 
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Chamber announces business workshops 
The Lowell Area 

Chamber of Commerce, in 

collaboration with SCORE 

(Service Corps of Retired 

Executives), will present 

a workshop for planning 

and starting your business. 

It will cover all aspects 

of starting or improving 

your own business. Topics 

include: Steps to get Started, 

Process Flowchart, Business 

Plan Outline, Marketing 

Issues, Management/Human 

Resources, and Forecasting 

Financial Needs. Objectives 

are to assist people thinking 

of starting a business to 

select an idea, to provide 

business resources for 

investigation and explain 

how to use these resources 

in the business development 

process. It will help you to 

focus efforts on achieving 

business goals, provide a 

format for your plan and 

help to obtain financing. 

If you have ever thought 

about starting a business 

or you have just started a 

business and still need help, 

this workshop is for you. 

The workshop will be held 

on November 7, beginning 

at 9 a.m. running until 12 

noon at the Lowell Area 

Chamber of Commerce, 

113 Riverwalk Plaza. The 

workshop will cost $45 and 

includes a workbook. Call 

897-9161 to register for the 

class, deadline is November 

6. 

Breast cancer fundraiser held in 
Muskegon will include Lowell participants 

The 7th biannual 'Tempting Tables" fundraiser will 

take place in Muskegon Nov. 7 - 1 1 . The event will be held 

at Maranatha Conference Center at 4759 Lake Harbor Rd. 

and will benefit breast cancer research. 

"Tempting Tables" is an event showcasing 32 tables 

and 20 personal collections. Participants from Lowell and 

the surrounding areas will be featured. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 7 a patron tea will be held for a 

$50 donation from 1 - 3 p.m. and a patron preview from 

4:30 - 7 p.m. for $50. The public tour will take place for a 

$15 donation, on Thursday, Nov. 8 from 10 a.m. - 7 p.m., 

Friday, Nov. 9 and Saturday, Nov. 10 from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

and on Sunday, Nov. 11 from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Tickets can 

be purchased at the door, or by calling 1-877-458-5050. 

Proceeds from the raffle sales will go to Dream Fulfillment 

Fund, which surprises people dealing with breast cancer 

with a gift basket. 

LUNCH MENU 
ELEMENTARY 

MENU 
Week of Nov. 5, 2007 

MON; Cheese 
quesadilla/salsa (BBQ 
ribbette on bun also 
offered at Alto & Murray 
Lake), coleslaw, green 
beans, applesauce, 
milk, 

TUES: Taco (soft or 
hard shell) w/cheese, 
lettuce (ham & cheese 
sub w/lettuce also 
offered at Alto & Murray 
Lake), fresh fruit, apple 
juice, animal crackers, 
milk. 

WED: Cheese pizza 
(stacked turkey/cheese 
on bun also offered at 
Alto & Murray Lake), 
seasoned corn, fresh 
fruit, graham crackers, 
milk. 

THURS: Footlong on 
bun (3 meat sub also 
offered at Alto & Murray 
Lake), fresh mini 
carrots, fruited gelatin 
salad, milk. 

FRI; Baked chicken 
Fryzs (strips) (beef 
burrito w/sauce also 
offered at Alto & Murray 
Lake), oven tater tots, 
assorted fruit, milk. 

THE LOWELL LKDCKR - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3 1 , 2 0 0 7 PAGE 3 

TRICK OR TREATING FOR CANNED GOODS 

On Halloween night, teenagers are collecting canned 

goods for FROM in Lowell, Causeway and Eastgate. 

TRICK OR TREAT 

Halloween Trick or Treating in the City of Lowell 

will be on Wed., Oct. .31 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Households 

wishing to participate with treats should leave the outside 

porch lights on. Households that do not wish to participate 

should turn the outside lights off. 

BRIDAL OPEN HOUSE 

The business community of Lowell is hosting its first 

annual "Bridal Open House" on Thurs., Nov. 1 from 6 to 

9 p.m. at Quail Ridge Golf Club. Admission is free and all 

attendees will be entered for door prizes. 

ANGEL FOOD MINISTRIES 

Sign up at the Nazarene Church Fri., Nov. 2 from 6-

8 p.m. or Sat., Nov. 3 from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Everyone 

welcomed. Any questions call 897-7395. 

LOWELL AREA HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

The museum is pleased to present "Gizmos & Gadgets 

- Inventions of the Past." This exhibit will be showcased 

in the Museum's special exhibits gallery. There will be a 

grand opening to the public on Saturday, Nov. 3, from 1 -4 

p.m. and the exhibit will go through Aug. 30, 2008. For 

information please contact Linda Barnes at 897-7688. 

PUBLIC SIGHT-IN 

Qua-Ke-Zik Sportsman's Club, 8731 W. Riverside 

Drive, Saranac will be holding a public sight-in on Nov. 3 

& 4 , 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. No charge 20 rd. limit. 

LAS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS CLUB MEETING 

The Athletic Boosters will hold their regular business 

meeting in the high school staff lounge on Monday, Nov. 

5 at 7 p.m. Please come and help support our athletes. 

POPCORN FOR OUR TROOPS 

Lowell Troop 102 is collecting donations to send 

popcorn to the troops overseas. Donation jars are 

available until Nov. 5 at Backwater Cafe. Flat River Grill. 

Hunan Gardens, Reiser's, Springrove Variety and The 

Flat River Cottage. For information or to donate contact 

Phil Janowski, 897-7808. 

LOWELL AREA HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

Presents veterans of Korea: The Forgotten War on 

Thursday. Nov. 8 at the Lowell High School Performing 

Arts Center at 7 p.m. Come for an informative evening 

as our own servicemen share their experiences during the 

Korean Conflict. Free admission. 

ON WITH T H E SHOW - CHRISTMAS STYLE 

With Brent Alles, Nov. 17, Dec. 1, 2, 8. 9. 12, 13, 

14. Explore the magical world of theater for youth ages 

7 - 1 8 . This year 's "On with the Show" will involve you 

in all of the preparations to put on a Christmas theater 

performance on December 14. Find the characters within 

you using improvisational theater, skills building, and 

character development. For more information call 897-

8545 or visit www.lowellartcouncil.org. 

FRANCISCAN LIFE PROCESS CENTER 

Kindred Spirits, a group show by The Calligraphic 

Society of Grand Rapids, Nov. I through Nov. 30 at 

11650 Downes St. Public reception held Sunday. Nov. 

18, 2:30 to 4 p.m. Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 

Monday through Friday, weekends by appointment. For 

more information call 897-7842. 

ALPHA WOMEN'S CENTER 

Alpha Women's Center of Lowell provides free 

pregnancy testing, clothing, diapers, formula, parenting 

classes, and miscellaneous items. Hours are Monday by 

appointment, Tuesday evening 6-9 p.m., and Thursdays 

1-6 p.m. Please call 987-9533 for an appointment or more 

information. 

Voter ID, continued From Page 1 
• Federal or state 

government-issued photo 

identification 

• U.S. passport 

• Military ID with 

photo 

• Student identification 

with photofromahighschool 

or accredited institution of 

higher learning 

• Tribal identification 

card with photo 

The fee for a personal 

identification card is $10. 

No fee will be charged for 

applicants 65 years or older; 

those whose license has 

been revoked, suspended, or 

denied because of physical 

or mental disability; 

or individuals who are 

legally blind. For more 

information on obtaining a 

driver's license or personal 

identification card or on 

voting in Michigan, please 

visit the Department of State 

Web site www.Michigan. 

gov/sos or call 1-888-SOS-

MICH. 

While the voter 

identification law adds a 

step to the voting process. 

Charles Myers 
For 

Lowell City Council 
For the past 24 years, 1 have been delighted to have lived, worked, and raised my 

family in Lowell and I'm proud to have made significant contributions to our city 

which have maintained our strong community values while managing progress. 

While serving on the city council, I have learned that decisions arc not always 

popular or easy and. in light of this. I have considered all issues and perspectives in 

order to arrive at the most effective solutions. The following positions arc 

representative of the commitment I have to the continued successful functioning of 

this remarkable community: 

The Boy Scout Camp - North Washington Property: I am firmly 

committed to maintaining the Boy Scout Camp as a nature preserve, to include the 

proposed trails, and consider other nature preserve improvements as funding becomes 

available. 

Atzgressive tree trimmini!: Actions have been taken; A new tree trimming 

policy has been developed and implemented, an Arbor Board of Lowell has been 

appointed and a tree replacement program is being funded for tree removals which 

are determined to be unavoidable. 

Hie Sale of the Cable TV Company and Sale Proceeds: Although my 

preference is to support community owned sen ices, a strategic and practical business 

decision was made based upon declining subscribers and a required $1 million dollar 

expense to upgrade the existing system. The sale has resulted in an impressive $3 5 

million dollars which will benefit future projects for our city, involving input from 

our residents and implementation through a cili/en board which will approv e grants 

using only the interest from these funds, now being professionally managed by the 

Grand Rapids Foundation. 

Vote 
Tuesday 

Nov. 6th 

Charles 

Myers 

Lowell City Council 

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Charles R. Myers • 1019 E. Main St., Lowell 

it is a familiar and easy one 

that serves the important 

purpose of strengthening 

our elections system. 

http://www.kdl.org
mailto:ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com
http://www.lowellbuyersguide.com
http://www.lowellartcouncil.org
http://www.Michigan
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City council candidates, continued ... From Page i 
• North Washington 

Property 

• attracting business to 

Lowell 

• city budget 

• Cable sale 

• lost trees 

On the issue of North 

Washington Property, 

Hodges believes it should be 

preserved as it is by having 

it declared as a city park. 

Thereby no development 

can occur on the property 

with respect to the Boy 

Scouts. 

In order to broaden 

the city tax base, more 

businesses should be enticed 

to Lowell through further 

effort of the chamber of 

commerce. 

The city budget should 

be closely monitored to 

replace heavy equipment 

fund. 

Hodges believes the 

cable sale negotiations 

could have been handled 

better, but due to declining 

subscriber base, the cost to 

upgrade would have been 

prohibitive. He, loo, is in 

favor of creating an advisory 

board for the allocation of 

proceeds. 

"It saddens me greatly 

the trees that have been 

lost." he said. "1 am in favor 

of placing all utilities under 

ground." 

Hodges said he has no 

axe to grind. 

"You need to have lived 

some place else to fully 

appreciate Lowell," he said. 

Newcomer Ellison, 52, 

an administrative assistant 

at Lowell Middle School, 

has no prior political 

experience. However, 

she has co-chaired the 

Lowell Area Conservation 

Association. 

Ellison is concerned 

about the following issues: 

• North Washington 

Property 

• finishing the Riverwalk 

including the abandoned 

amphitheater 

• excessive tree trimming 

• lack of communication 

She wants to make the 

North Washington Property 

into a nature park area and 

to permanently preserve it. 

"North Washington 

property is indicative of 

what has been going on." 

she said. "The city is not 

listening to the citizens. 1 

want to do whatever it takes 

so it is not developed." 

On the issue of tree 

trimming, Ellison says the 

trees should have been 

trimmed all along. 

4 i t has been mishandled 

for so long and then let go 

of ," she said. "We need 

to deal with things in a 

proactive way." 

She would also like to 

see something done with the 

old abandoned gas station 

on the east end of town. 

Ellison believes what sets 

her apart is having a pulse 

on the community without 

being a politician. 

She wants to enhance 

the small town character of 

Lowell without wiping out 

things that make Lowell 

unique. 

"I have a vision of 

what I would like Lowell 

to become," she said. "It 's 

time for me to take an active 

role." 

Newcomer LaPonsie, 

30, a legislative aide, has 

served on the planning 

commission. She is 

concerned about the 

following issues: 

• North Washington 

Property 

• tree trimming 

• cable sale 

LaPonsie would like 

to preserve the North 

Wash i ngton Property 

because of it's history 

and limited development 

potential due to traffic 

reasons. 

On the issue of tree 

trimming, LaPonsie said 

Lowell is on its way to 

becoming a Tree City USA. 

She would like to investigate 

how other cities are dealing 

with similar issues of the 

line clearance tr imming 

standard. 

"Maybe we need to 

scale it back," she said. 

LaPonsie believes a 

portion of interest from the 

cable sale proceeds should 

be used to stabilize the city 

budget. She also doesn't 

want the city government to 

be too restrictive. 

"The city government 

needs to strike a balance and 

respect people's privacy as 

property owners," she said. 

" I 'd hate to turn to where 

we are dictating." 

From a demographic 

stand point-of-view, 

LaPonsie hopes to bring a 

different perspective. 

Newcomer Altoft, 

53, a representative for 

Northwest Manufacturing 

regional warranty and co-

owner of Backwater Cafe, 

is seeking his first political 

office on the city council. 

His concerns include: 

• tree trimming 

• Cable TV sale 

• city finances 

• business retention 

Altoft is concerned 

about the city's focus on 

non-important issues, while 

businesses are having a hard 

time to survive. He believes 

that some ordinances are 

not necessary. 

"The city shouldn' t be 

selling off assets," he said. 

"It 's t ime for a change. 

They 've had too much stuff 

happen, stuff you can never 
i)i if 11 

replace. If I am elected I 

will do what people want 

me to do, now what I want 

to do." 

O/t The 
Wild Side 

With Ranger Steve 
WittcnbachAVegc Center Director 

WILD EXPERIENCES 

A Plicated Woodpecker flew high over the road as 1 drove 

home from the nature center last week. It was an important 

event from my day to share with family. Like most families 

we are occupied by many pleasant distractions whether they 

We want 

Family 
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1 1 6 1 0 Eost Pulton Street • Lowell, M i d i i g o n 

LOWELL 

"kick 

I think that / 
shall never see 

a billboard lovely 
as a tree. 

Perhaps, unless 
the billboards fall, 

17/ never see 
a tree at all. 

- Ogden Nash 

( 1 9 0 2 - 1 9 7 1 ) 

•k-k-k 
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PLUMBING & HEATING, INC. 

411 E. Main' Lowell 
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Air Conditioning 
Heating Systems 
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Water & Sewer Hookups 
Video Inspection 
Same Day Water 
Heaters Installed 
Sales, Service & Installation 
of All Plumding Fixtures 
Drain Cleaning 
Water Softeners 

VISA c 
1 0 0 % SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

he sport activities, organization meetings, or use of indoor 

gadgets like TV and video games. 

Why was it important to share something about the 

Woodpecker? Primarily the woodpecker enriched my life by 

adding joy to my day. One day I saw three flying over the 

nature center and realized they must be a family group with 

a fully young following mom. All were full-size but Pileated 

Woodpeckers do not live in flocks. Families do stay together 

for a while before each needs to find its own territory to 

making a living. 

Last week that was the point of Dave Stegehuis's 

Outdoors article and superintendent Greg Pratt included it in 

his Sharing the Vision article as a goal for educating students 

through school and family experiences. 

Many benefits can be described as to how woodpecker 's 

activities provide economic, agricultural, scientific 

engineering, and environmental benefits. Childhood outdoor 

experiences can do the same for our community but that is not 

why I wanted talk about the woodpecker with my family. It 

was simply the joy of the experience. The benefits will follow 

in due time. 

As the bird fiew over the highway, I only got a glimpse of 

it. The silhouette and flight pattern distinguished it from other 

birds. In decades and centuries past when people did not have 

so many pleasurable distractions, they discussed sightings 

like the Pileated Woodpecker and other occurrences from 

their daily activities. Now it is easy to be engaged in activities 

that separate us from mysterious creatures that inhabit our 

neighborhoods. 

Kids likely will not discover trees or learn which are 

best for tree houses, climbing or are preferred by squirrels. I 

wonder how many kids today have found a squirrel nest and I 

wonder if their parents have themselves. Each generation that 

allows the outside world to pass by without notice compounds 

a problem that will become a growing financial and social 

hardship on our community. 

In practical terms the natural world provides society with 

billions of dollars of services that we do not need to pay for 

from our weekly paychecks. That, however, is not the point 

of this writing. The point is kids need to experience the joy 

Wild side, cont'd., pg. 7 
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All Lounger Seats All Digital Sound 
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SHOWTIMES 10/29 - 11/1 O No passes Free drink refills & 25c corn refills 
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To The Editor 

To The Editor, 

"Lowell: The Next Place To Be." Toward that goal we 
are belatedly striving for "Tree City USA" status but we are 

quickly becoming the "City of Tree Stumps Shaped Like 

Bears" due to the draconian enforcement of tree-trimming 
guidelines. This disfigurement is merely a symptom of the 

serious malady afflicting our town: the lack of a long-term 

vision for the preservation of Lowell's natural beauty. 

It's more than saving a homeowner's beloved tree. We 

understand that burying power lines is more costly than 

whacking down a tree, which is why our leadership should 

have put a plan in place long before this became a problem. 

A plan that could maintain public safety, preserve the trees 

and budget money for future cable burial. Eventually we will 

modernize and bury the power lines, so why destroy the trees 
already? 

The lack of long-term planning is even more evident 

concerning the North Washington property. Stunningly 

beautiful, this land is perhaps the last undeveloped river 

frontage in the city. Despite intense citizen interest for well 
over a year there is still no plan, no vision from our elected 

leadership to determine how this land would best benefit 
Lowell's future. 

One of the acknowledged possibilities is development 

for housing. Why ruin such natural beauty when "for sale" 

signs are sprouting around town like mushrooms on a rotting 

tree? Highland Hills is just 1.5 miles away yet it resembles 

a ghost town with its 40+ vacant lots; building more empty 

homes nearby is not going to help our city's image. Let's fill 

these existing homes by truly making Lowell the next place 

to be, a place where people choose to settle. 

The land at North Washington is a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity. Few cities can boast of a nature preserve within 

city limits, let alone such majesty just a mile from our central 

Riverwalk. A nature preserve requires minimal, if any, city 

support and there are volunteer groups offering to manage 
and maintain the property. 

The answer is clear: preserving the North Washington 

property is a key to making Lowell the next place to be. To 

achieve this vision of a naturally beautiful city, 1 feel that 

change is inevitable - either we change our leadership, or we 

change the billboards to read "Lowell: The Chainsaw Was 

Here." 

Andrew Schrauben 

funding and conservation options by this same city council. 

They seem unwilling to look at the big picture. Power held 

too long and unchallenged can be unhealthy for everyone. We 

need fresh eyes, new ideas and a willingness to "hear" the 

people. Don't let this property go to the way of the trees and 
Lowell Cable. Please send a message - Vote Nov. 6 for those 

candidates willing to work for positive change in Lowell. 

Sincerely, Peggy Covert 

Looking 

v Back i 

Dear Editor, 

As a concerned resident of the city of Lowell, 1 am 

very much concerned about recent articles published in The 

Lowell Ledger and The Grand Rapids Press concerning the 

27-acre Boy Scout cabin property. After reading the articles, 

it would be easy for one to assume that the property is safe 

from development. Not the case. Many of the statements 

were misleading, to say the least. However, when you listen 

to past statements made by Chuck Myers and Al Matthews, 

red flags start to pop up. Both have made a number of 

statements, which would put at least the road frontage at risk 

for development. 

If any such development would occur, it would ruin the 

character of the property for the Boy Scouts and others not 

only for now, but for generations to come. The city council 

needs to act now to preserve what little natural area we have 

left and quit stringing us all along. No development - ever! 

Sincerely, 

Phyllis Lessens 

Dear Editor and Citizens of Lowell, 
You know I am passionate about the preservation of the 

Boy Scout cabin property. I also have a great love for our 

wonderful community of Lowell. It's the warm, friendly, 

small-town atmosphere in a rural setting that makes us such a 

wonderful place to be. 1 know development can be good, but 

I've seen too much too fast with no regard for nature and the 

environment that make Lowell such a "Great Place to Be." 

The election of Nov. 6 is key to the preservation of the Boy 

Scout cabin property and the prevention of more unnecessary 

destruction and development. Since February 2006, the 

present city council has consistently discussed development 

on the property despite pleas from the Boy Scouts, North 

Country Trail Association and innumerable local citizens. 

Even after a huge attendance at the work session meeting, 

the main conclusion of the council is to move forward with 

dividing the property in preparation for at least some sale. 

This is NOT what the majority of the people want. 

We want preservation of the entire 27 acres and have been 

denied numerous times permission to investigate available 

To The Editor, 

Last week my friend Chuck Myers asked if I planned 
to support him in his bid for reelection to the Lowell City 

Council. I told him I would, which is my primary reason for 
writing this letter. I think Chuck's done a good job on the 

Council and I 'd like to see him reelected. The more I thought 

about the situation, however, the more 1 thought that 1 needed 

to put in my two cents on the beating the council has been 
taking in the Ledger 's editorial page. 

As 1 see it, there are three big issues that have people up 

in arms. First, there is the sale of the Cable TV Company and 

the disposition of the proceeds. We all need to keep in mind 

that Lowell Cable needed a $1 million upgrade. That would 

have made subscription rates prohibitively high. People 

were already deserting the system because it couldn't offer 

enough channels at a competitive price. It was just too small 

to operate efficiently. In this day and age, it isn't any more 

feasible to operate a small cable system than it is to operate 

a 40-cow dairy farm. The council did the right thing when it 

decided to sell the system, and once it made that decision, the 

negotiations couldn't be held in public. Publicity during the 

negotiations would have scared off any potential buyers. 

In exchange for the cable system, the city received $3.5 

million. At a time when the city is looking at substantial cuts in 

revenue sharing from the State, that money is nothing to sneeze 

at. The council is setting up a new board to oversee grants 

from the fund created by the proceeds, so the community will 

have input in determining how the money is spent. I 'd like to 

thank the council for being fiscally conservative instead of 

pouring money into a failing venture. 

The second big issue this year was the North Washington 
property. I'll admit it took the council a while to figure out the 
right thing to do with the property, hut the members seemed 

to be struggling with two things. First, public sentiment was 

initially mixed. No matter what the council suggested, some 

people weren't happy. Second, there were differences of 

opinion on the council. Those differences are healthy. Again, 

when the city is looking at receiving less revenue sharing 

from the State, it is important for the council not to act too 

quickly in taking a potentially valuable asset "off the books" 

by making it a nature preserve. I, for one, would have wanted 

to take a serious look at the market value of the property 

if reduced revenue sharing would have meant laying off 

firefighters or police officers. 

Finally, a lot of people are upset about the aggressive tree 

trimming by Light & Power. I 'm not too happy myself, since 

I lost four trees, three of which were probably over 80 years 

old. My residential tree-lined street looks like it was clear 

cut. I realize, however, that federal safety recommendations 

require 10 feet of clear space around the power lines. I'm not 

happy now, but I'd be even more unhappy if one of those trees 

had taken out my entire neighborhood's power. I strongly 

encourage the Council to look at a tree replacement program, 

but in the meantime, let's remember that this is a community 

where people are generally respectful, polite, and friendly. 

The folks on city council are our neighbors and friends, and 

they are doing what they believe is in the best interests of the 

city's residents. Instead of piling on the criticism, we should 

occasionally take the time to thank them for their service. 

Daniel Brubaker 

Dear Editor, 

We have taken great pride in saying, "we ' re the last city 

lot in the city limits" on North Washington. We even joke 

about living in a quiet neighborhood, on a dead end road, 

across from the cemetery where the neighbors are "dying to 

get in". But the jokes stop there. 

In the past the city council has had a problem with really 

listening and putting into effect the requests of their citizens. 

Granted, you can't please all the people all the time. But 

when we have an issue of what the city is going to do with 

the land around the Boy Scout camp, we're talking about a 

natural wilderness resource that is maybe three quarters of 

a mile from the city limits. This area does just line meeting 
the citizens' needs by just being what it is, "being natural". 

Have you ever gone and sledded down the hill in the winter? 

You've got three choices, if you're good. Go to the right and 

you fly over the mogul jump. The center is clean sailing. 

The left is a trip through the briars. It's a challenge, but also 

hilariously fun! 

To The Editor, cont'd., pg. 10 
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125 YEARS AGO 

THE LOWELL JOURNAL 

NOVEMBER 1,1882 
M.C. Barber is again in business at his old grocery 

stand. 

The report of the shooting match between the east and 

west sides will be published next week. 

M.J. Burghes has opened a barber shop in the building 

west of Pullen's clothing store on the east side. 

100 YEARS AGO 

THE LOWELL LEDGER 

OCTOBER 31,1907 
A complete surprise was given Miss Viola Morse 

last evening when 14 of her school friends walked in and 

reminded her of her 50th birthday. Games were played and 

dainty refreshments served after which Viola took all the 

girls to the vaudette. 

A matched horse race took place Saturday afternoon 

on Train's track between Silvertail and Marion N. Silvertail 

winning. 

75 YEARS AGO 

THE LOWELL LEDGER 

AND ALTO SOLO 

OCTOBER 27, 1932 
Every county in Michigan but one was represented at 

the Olympia in Detroit last Saturday night when President 

Hoover outlined in detail what his administration has done 

to aid the farmer and laboring man, then turned the full force 

of his verbal attack upon the Democratic candidate whose 

conclusion President Hoover declared were "amazingly far 

from the truth." 

The corn husker that was advertised in the Ledger a 

week ago was sold the same week to a man in Plymouth. 

50 YEARS AGO 

THE LOWELL LEDGER 

OCTOBER 31, 1957 
The new 1958 models of the Buick line will be shown 

in Lowell at the H&H showroom this week. 

The village planning committee at a meeting on Monday 

evening set Feb. 3 as the date to vote on Lowell becoming a 

home rule city. It was announced that the limits of the area 

will encompass about four square miles, an increase that 

would more than double the size of the tow n. 

25 YEARS AGO 

THE GRAND VALLEY LEDGER 

OCTOBER 27, 1982 
The Lowell Athletic Boosters have beeun a mail 

solicitation this week as part of efforts to raise the pledged 

$40,000 for high school athletics this year...The letter 

requests that recipients make a $100 contribution to the 

athletic fund in exchange for membership in the "Red 

Arrow Century Club." 

A new attraction at Lowell 's Rivertown Mall is 

Christmas Limited. The new business features "one of 

a kind" Christmas gifts and trims, and boasts having 

something for everyone. 
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SCENE 5 - "AUCKLAND, ALONE!" 
by David Simms, Lead Pastor 
First Baptist Lowell 

The end of the trail of this "second chance story" journey 
has arrived. I'm afraid that you know way too much about me 
now. But at least you realize my world is much more similar 
to than different from yours. The missteps of life are always 
more clear in our rear-view mirror, aren't they? 

The trip had been amazing! How can words adequately 
describe 22 hours of flight across country, out over Maui, 
and on over the horizon of the southern hemisphere to the 
mysteries of the Land Down Under, Australia? How can a 
few sentences capture the wonder of its wildlife, the vastness 
of its outback, the modernity of its cities, the preciousness of 
its native-born or the vibrancy of its music, for example? For 
a week we ministered in the Outback among the sheep, cattle, 
galas, 'roos, and some very special people. Then the contrast 
of the ultra-tech life in Sydney at the nexus of trans-globality. 
Heady stuff, indeed. 

And since we were so close to the land of First Light, the 
jump-off-site to the icy Antarctica, we planned a sortie over 
to New Zealand to encourage believers there. If words are 
too paltry to convey Australia, then they surely fail to express 
that most stunningly beautiful island of our planet. But all 
was not well. 

While the transoceanic flight from Sydney to Auckland 
on that cloudless day was spectacular, the cargo hold of the 
plane bode ill. Not because of what it held, but for what it 
did not hold - my luggage! And upon airport arrival, 1 alone, 
among all of my colleagues, was suitcaseless. So did I make 
sure they all knew? Did 1 think to share my dilemma? No! 
I scurried off to baggage management to explore my loss. 
After my detour through customs and claims 1 emerged 
back in the lobby to see a sea! A sea of nameless faces - not 
one that 1 recognized. My traveling partners were gone. No 
baggage. No phone. No number. No address. Nobody. Alone. 
Very alone. 

And you know - that's it really. That is life. We may think 
life is a beach, a party, a happy-holiday journey but there is 
a landing coming! And it's what you've done, what you've 
prepared for BEFORE disembarking that counts. No do-
overs are possible once you've exited the gate. No alternative 
arrangements can be negotiated. No tickets can be exchanged 
then. Without a triend wailing, holding nail-scarred hands out 
to welcome and host you, you will be ultimately, thoroughly, 
friendlessly, helplessly alone. Forever. Terrifying thought. 

Oh, yes, I did gel "rescued" after a couple of hours just 
silling like Forrest Gump (without any chocolates). I heard a 
page, al first it seemed just my imagination, but then, 1 heard 
it again - yes, my name! Someone had eventually discovered 
my absence - miles away. Whew! Such a relief! And how 
about you? Does God know your name? Will He be waiting 
for you? While you can't take a suitcase into eternity, you can 
take a relationship. That's what Jesus Christ came to mend. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. Never 
will 1 leave you, never will 1 forsake you. (John 10:3; Heb 
13:5) Learn this crucial lesson now. Accept Him today - then 
you won't end up abandoned forever. That will be dreadfully 
longer than you ever want to imagine. 

DeGrawi Freed 

Janelle Joy Freed and 

Matthew David DeGraw 

were united in matrimony 

on July 7, 2007 at Elmdale 

Church of the Nazarene in 

Alto. Parents of the couple are 

Rev. Gregory and Christine 

Freed of Clarksville and Mr. 

Alan and Susan DeGraw of 

Jenison. 

Colors of the wedding 

were summer florals of 

pink, light blue and lilac. 

The bride's gown was white 

satin with pearl and bead 

accents, and her veil was 

embroidered with flower 

pedals and pearls. 

Co-maids of honor 

were Chelsea Freed and 

Nichole Freed. Bridemaid 

was Marie Norder. 

Best Man was John 

Norder. Groomsmen 

were Brent Raglin and 

Brad Rogers. Flower girl 

was Lucy Rogers. Rink 

bearer was Jack Rogers. 

Instrumental music was 

provided by Ken and Mark 

Freed. 

The newly weds 

honeymooned as they 

traveled to their new 

residence in Albuquerque, 

NM. 

Matthew and Janelle Freed 
C o l l e e e News 
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ew Arrivals 
Saylor 

Born to 

Jacquie (Bay) and 

Scott Saylor on 

August 2, 2007, 

a wonderful baby 

boy. Mason James 

who weighed 

10 lbs 1 oz and 

measured 19 1/2 

inches. 

P r o u d 

grandparents are 

Jerri and Alan 

Teelander of 

Lowell, Mike 

and Kathy Bay of 

Orchard Lake and 

Kate and Rodger 

Saylor of Homer. 

Grand Valley State 

University announces the 

names of students who were 

placed on the dean's list for 

the Winter 2007 semester. 

The list includes those stuetn 

who have maintained a 3.5 

grde point average and been 

enrolled in a minimum of 12 

credits. The honor is noted 

on the students' official 

records. 

From the Lowell 

area included Rebecca 

Brinkley, Angela d i n g e r , 

Kayne Culberston, Ryan 

Curtis, Leah Dyksterhouse, 

Tiffany Gauger, Samual 

Girwarnauth, Holly 

Grummet, Breti Hobrla, 

Christine LaFave, Eric 

Olchowski, Anthony Pedley, 

Alissa Richards, Elizabeth 

T h i m m e s c h - H a r p o l d , 

Tiffany Venneman, Mariana 

Vieira and Shannon Walsh. 

From Ada was Michel 

Andreasen, Whitney Boyce, 

Christopher Bratt, Carola 

Carassa, Mara Cawford, 

Timothy Dawe, Marybeth 

Deiters, Rebecca Edwards, 

Timothy Flanders, Jessica 

Forbes, Treena Gilbert, 

Keith Hayes, Aaron Hoover, 

Andrew Hoover, Nathan 

Corey Kapolka, 

Manion, Kevin 

Thomas Mitsos, 

Myers, Andrea 

Katheleen 

Ratkowiak, 

Kamp, 

Sarah 

Maupin, 

Nicholas 

Napierkowski, 

Potts,Kaitlyn 

Abraham Sarver, Sarah 

Schulte, Kevin Skuzinski, 

Keri Streekstra, Stacey 

VanVossen, Katherine Vos, 

Katherine Wert, and Brian 

White. 

And from Alto are 

Tara Cavanaugh, Alexandra 

Cordingly, Molly Cramer, 

Andrew Cromer, Sarah 

Hoff, Joel Koning, Allison 

Kunde, Kathryn Lautenbach, 

Nathan Layle, Katrina Page, 

Jillian Russell, and Amanda 

Sinning. 

Mason James Saylor 

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY 
A T T E N T I O N : B I B L E B E L I E V E R S 

If you would like to at tend a church 

where the K ing James Bible is held up 

as the perfect , preserved word of God 

with all the words of God for ail 

Engl ish speak ing people, then give us 

a visit at: 901 W. Main, Lowel l 

Across the street from the Vennen Dodge dealership. 

897-6284 or 485-4195 
10AM Sunday School; 11AM Morning Sen/ice; 

6PM Evening Sen/ice; 

Wed., 7;30PM Prayer Meeting. 

ALTO UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

Kirby and Harrison 

Al to • 6 1 6 - 6 9 1 - 8 0 1 1 

Worship 9:30 A.M. 

Children's Church 9:30 A.M. 

O P E N H E A R T S - O P E N M I N D S 
- O P E N D O O R S 

Pas to r D e a n Ba i ley 

DAY BIBLE CHAPEL 
9305 Center l ine , Saranac 

897-6332 

Worship 9:45 A.M. 

Sunday School 11:00 A.M. 

Nursery & Jr. Church Provided 

Rev. Frank Lattimore, Pastor 
"A Nondenominational 

Ministry With A Blended 
Word Centered Service!*' 

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL 
Rev. Randy Meyers - 897-7060 

1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml 

Morning Worship 10:00 A. M. 

Sunday School 11:20 A.M. 

Evening Worship 6:00 P.M 

Nursery available at both services 

Barrier-Free 

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE 
UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:00 A M. 
SUNDAY EVENING SERVICES 6:00 P.M 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 7:00 P.M. 
119 Lincoln Lake, Lowell 

CALL FOR FREE HOME BIBLE STUDIES 
Pastor Robert L. Hubbard 

Phone: (616) 897-1267 

website www.aplighthouse.com 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH OF LOWELL 

621 E. M a i n S t ree t • 897-5936 

Summer Worship 8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 

DR. MICHAEL ICONKUN. PASTOR 
Barrier - Free Entrance 

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER 
( A s s e m b l y of God) 

3 0 5 0 Alden Nash S.E.* 8 9 7 - 1 1 0 0 • Staffed Nursery 

Robert W. Holmes. Lead Pastor 

John King. Youth Pastor 
SUNDAYS: 

1 0 : 0 0 a.m - Worship & Evening: 
LIFE home Groups & "The Source" Youth 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night: (for all ages) 7:00 p.m. 

"The Source" Youth: 7:00 p.m. 
Loving God ... Loving People! 

ST. MARY'S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Fr. George J. Fekete 

402 Amity St. • 897-9820 

www.stmary-lowell.com 
Weekend Masses; SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 9:30 AM 

Weekday Masses; 7 : 4 5 AM 
Holy Day Masses; 9 AM & 7 PM 

Saturday confessions; 1 0 - 1 0 : 3 0 AM 

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8 : 1 5 AM - 8 PM 
REUGKXJS EDUCATION, CHILDREN TO ADULTS • CALL PETE WIGGINS 897-7915 

SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 49. EWTNFOP24HR. CATHOLIC BROADCASTING 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

(United Church of Christ) 

865 Lincoln Lake Ave. SE • 897-5906 

Church School 10:15-11:15 A.M, 

Thursday Fa///?>4//Ve Worship 7:00 P.M. 
Dr. Roger LaWarre Pastor 

Shannon Hanley C.E. Director 
Barrier-Free Nursery Provided 

Come Join Us For Praise & Worship 

GOOD SHEPHERD 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod) 

Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21 

www.goodshepherdlowell.org 

Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 

Sunday School 9:00 A.M. 

(Nursery available) 

Joseph Fremer. Pastor 897-8307 
AH facilities are wheelchair accessible 

— -

L FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

2275 West Main Street • 897-7168 
— Internet: http://www.fbcl0well.0r9 

Rev. David 0 . Sims & Rev. W, Lee Taylor 

Wayne Haines, Youth Pastor 
- - S u n . Worship Service 9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M. 

Sunday School Hour 11:00 A.M. 
AWANA/CLUB JO Wed. 6:15 & 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times 
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free 

J| SNOW UNITED 
# p M E T H O D I S T CHURCH 
^ 3189 Snow Ave. SE, Lowell 

'' Rev. Thurlan Meredith 

9:45 A.M Worship/Fel lowship 

11:15 A.M Sunday School 

897-9863 or 897-9588 
Nursery & Chi ldren F 

Worship Programs Provided 

'A Jrten(f...a famtfy...a m i s s i o n ! 

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 

Lowell High School Performing Arts Center 

Greeting & Fellowship 10:15A.M. 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:40 A. M. 

Wednesday Discipleship Ministries 7:00 P.M. 

Meets at 201 N. Washington 

PASTOR MICHAEL RHODABARGER 

Staffed Nursery Provided 

Barrier-Free Entrance 

Midwest Seniors Softball team wins gold medal in Utah 
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The Midwest Seniors, 

a 74 and older team 

of softball players put 

together and coached 

by Tom Ambrose of 

Comstock Park, traveled 

to St. George, UT to play 

in the Huntsman World 

Senior Games. The Games 

include all the events that 

are played in the Olympics. 

This year, 54 countries 

were represented. 

During the week-

long tournament. Midwest 

fought its way through 

the seeding portion of 

the tournament, beating a 

major division team from 

Canada and earning a place 

in the in AAA Division of 

competition. 

The team won the gold 

medal by beating a strong 

Milwaukee team 15-4. 

-

-

(First row, L-R) Carl Bowles, Dick Skinner, Roger Jump, Norm Lantz, Roque 

Socarro, Bernie Boden and Murve Christiansen. (Second row, L-R) Ralph Neilsen, 

Tom Amrose, Tom Kacer, Nick Cupelli, Ivan Blough, John Douglass, Jim Hughes and 
Jim Buysse. 

Wildside, cont'd... From Page 4 U ir 

of personal discovery and creativity through natural wild 
experiences. Thinking and motor skills are best developed 
through a broad exposure to outdoor activities instead of 
being narrowly guided by passively watching TV or moving 
a computer joy stick. 

Make it a family priority that no child is left indoors. 
Come to Wittenbach/Wege Agri-science and Environmental 
Center this Saturday for "Wild" experiences. From 2 to 3 p.m. 
is a mammal and tracking hike. At 7 p.m. is an indoor bat 
program and at S p.m. we will take a hike in the wild dark. 

Contact info: smucller@lowellschools. com, 616-987-
1002 Lowell, 616-696-1753 Cedar Springs. 

p p y B 

In The Service 

She is the daughter of 

Heather Garza of TJ Lane, 

Lowell, Mich. 

Army National Guard aid, foot marches, and field 

Pvt. Desiree M. Garza has training exercises. 

graduated from basic combat 

training at Fort Jackson, 

Columbia, S.C. 

During the nine weeks of 

training, the soldier studied 

the Army mission, history, 

tradition and core values, 

physical fitness, and received 

instruction and practice in 

basic combat skills, military 

weapons, chemical warfare 

and bayonet training, drill 

and ceremony, marching. 

rifle marksmanship, armed 

and unarmed combat. 

map reading, field tactics, 

military courtesy, military 

justice system, basic first 

O C T O B E R 31: 
Bil Richter, Bob Richter, 

Connor Duiven, Lou 

Mulder. Larry Taunt, 

Thomas Alberts. 

N O V E M B E R I : 
Walt Bait, Abbot Kastanek, 

Brenda Lea Owen. Patti 

Brenk. Suzanne 01 in, 

Anthony Kiedis, John Luc 

Richmond. 

N O V E M B E R 2: 
Barb DeLoof. John Mogor. 

N O V E M B E R 3: 
Connie Stencel. Jennifer 

Zoodsma. Dcnise Dommer. 

Christina Dixon, LeeAnn 

Brenk. Becky Myers, Ken 

Kline. 

N O V E M B E R 4: 
Ken VanDerWarf, Carol 

Hunt, Meghan Plutschouw. 

Laura Gildner. 

N O V E M B E R S : 
Holly Stouffer, Marl 

* 

De Young. 

N O V E M B E R 6: 
Cathy Kehoc. Becky 

Chamberlain. Kimberly 

Doyle. 

With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 
Jim Lang. 

Wayne A. Christenson III, 
John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie 

ACTINIC KERATOSES 

Actinic keratoses are rough, scaly patches on the skin. 

They are usually on areas of your body that get the most sun 

exposure (i.e., the head, arms, neck, and hands). People with 

fair skin who live where it is sunny or who work outside 

are more likely to get actinic Keratoses. These patches are 

usually found in older people and are more common in men 

than in women. 

It is important to treat actinic keratoses, because they 

can degenerate into a skin cancer. Your doctor may remove 

these patches by freezing or scarping them, or by having 

you put a cream or gel on them. After treatment, your skin 

may be red, sore, or swollen for several days, but this is to 

be expected. 

You can avoid actinic keratoses by several means: 

• Don't spend long periods of time in the sun, or use a 

tanning bed. 

• Wear sunscreen when you are outside. The sunscreen 

should have an SPF of 15 or higher. 

• Wear clothing that protects your skin from the sun 

(hat, long sleeves, long pants). 

Most important, if you have a nonhealing scaly patch, 

have your doctor examine you. 

CITY OF 
LOWELL 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

ABSENTEE VOTER INFORMATION 

The City Clerk will be available at the Lowell 

City Hall, 301 East Main Street on Saturday, 

November 3rd from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for 

any registered voter in the City of Lowell who 

would like to apply for or return an absentee 

voters ballot for the November 6, 2007 City 

General Election. 

Betty R. Morlock 

City Clerk 

At Calvary Christian Reformed Church 

1125 West Main Street 
Acivm from Burger King 
Friday, November 16 

6:00 - 9:00 PM and 
Saturday the 17,h 8 9:00 A M - 4:00 P M 

Some boothti arc jtill available 

Call Heidi J - 6-42-6034 

rv * 

Flat River Outreach Ministries. Inc. 
Have You Been to the F.R.O.W. 

Thrift Shop/Furniture Store Lately? 
We have a fine selection of goods • All at the LOWEST PRICES in Lowell! 

The best news is that your purchases 
go toward helping your neighbors 

with financial assistance 
when they're going through 

a rough period. 

CSWHD 

LOW PRICES 

F.R.0.M 

\ 

NOW, TO MAKE YOUR SHOPPING 
EXPERIENCE MORE CONVENIENT, 

YOU CAN CHARGE YOUR PURCHASES 
ON YOUR DEBIT/CREDIT CARD! 

STORE HOURS: WEDNESDAY THRU FRIDAY: 10 AM • 6 PM; SATURDAY: 10 AM - 4 PM 

11535 FULTON ST. E. • LOWELL • 897-8567 .! 

9th Annual 

a n a n 
Simple & Delicious Samples of 

Healthy Vegetarian 
Cuisine 

,-ovv 

Free Recipes 

Door Prizes 

Cost: Donation 

BRING A FRIEND! 

To register in advance or questions, please call and 
leave a message at 89 7-7930. Walk-ins welcome! 

Riverside Fellowship 
10300 Vergennes 

Corner of Vergennes & Parnell 

SUNDAY, November 11 
4:00 - 6:00 PM 

Sponsored by Riverside Fellowship of Seventh-day Adventists 

http://www.aplighthouse.com
http://www.stmary-lowell.com
http://www.goodshepherdlowell.org
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Lowell students to perform with the Grand Rapids Youth Symphony 
! ' 

; . « r v 

h 

Seven students from Lowell Area Schools have 

been selected to be members of the Grand Rapids Youth 

Symphony and Classical Orchestra, a student outreach 

program with the Grand Rapids Symphony, for the 

2007-08 season. The principal conductor of the GRYS is 

John Varineau, associate conductor of the Grand Rapids 

Symphony. 

The symphony and orchestra are comprised of middle 

and high school students from across West Michigan. 

Applicants must perform in a blind audition and are 

selected by a distinguished panel of judges. 

The first performance of the season is Sunday, Nov. 4 

at the Forest Hills Fine Arts Center. Tickets are $6 at the 

door. 

2007 Music Marathon 

The following students were selected as part of an elite group of musicians. Listed are name, g rade and ins t rument 

played. (L-R) Phillip Getzen (10, bass) and Sam Steed (9, bass) for the Youth Symphony; and Kyle Mayhew (10, 

viola); Deanna Bunn (10, viola); Drew Mayhew (8, bass); James Collins (8, bass); Heather Ferr is (9, bass); and 

Kendra Belile (8, cello) for the Classical Orchest ra . 

Heating & Cooling 
(616)897-4123 

webs re www.HeatingCoolingOnline.com 
e-mai. infoSHeatingCoolingOnline.com 

Licensed and Insured. Serving the area since 1984 

Health nuts are going 
to feel stupid someday, 

lying in hospitals 
dying of nothing. 

- Redd Foxx (1922 -1991) 

For ten hours on 

Saturday, Nov. 10, the 

Franciscan Life Process 

Center, 11650 Downes 

Street, Lowell, will be filled 

with music of every style 

and genre, all benefiting the 

Music Therapy program. 

Musicians and performers 

from the surrounding 

communities, students, staff 

members and friends donate 

their time during this annual 

event. 

Many children with 

special needs, teens with 

emotional and behavioral 

difficulties, families in 

stressful situations, people 

in acute care hospitals, and 

the elderly with dementia 

and/or Alzheimer's are 

served through the Center 's 

specially-trained music 

therapists. Proceeds raised 

during Music Marathon 

directly support these 

programs. 

Performances are 

scheduled from 10 a.m. to 

S p.m. They include pianists 

Judy Lacks and Kenneth 

Bos, Ransom Street Big 

Band, contemporary gospel 

vocalist Melvin Crawford, 

fiddler and violist Robert 

Shaffer, the Thunder Floor 

Cloggers, Quinn School 

of Irish Dance, pianists 

Charles White, Michael 

and Elizabeth Kazmierski, 

Edwin Joseph-steel drums, 

plus FLPC students and 

staff. 

Donations and spon-

sorships will be accepted 

for these hours. The event is 

free to the public. For more 

information, call the Center 

at 897-7S42. 

N O W OPEN! 
800 W. Main Street 

Lowell, MI 49331 

616-987-9307 

Fresh. Fun. Flavorful 

Vote for change... 
Vote for: 

LaPonsie 
Experienced, effective leadership -
Planning Commission Chair 

Committed to our city's "smart growth" while 
maintaining critical open spaces 

Understands that community input is essential 
for shaping the future of the City of Lowell 

Remember to Vote November 6th! 
Paid for by: 

Commii iee to Elect Maryalene LaPonsie to City Council 717 E. Main St. Lowell. Ml 4933 

MYNT FUSION 
• B I S T R O • 

. - •; & .. . 

Christmas Ca$h 
Sock Money away for your Holidays 

Manpower is recruiting candidates for seasonal positions 
at a premier food retailer: 

* Retail Associates (10am-7pm) 
* Stock Clerks (Between 8:30am-7:30pm) 

* Order Entry Clerks (9am-6pm/12pm-9pm) 
Posit ions beg in on N o v e m b e r 3 a n d last t h r o u g h m i d - D e c e m b e r . 

Pay ranges b e t w e e n $ 8 . 0 0 - 5 1 0 . 5 0 p e r h o u r . Assoc ia tes mus t be ava i lab le for 

weekend work. T o be c o n s i d e r e d for o n e of these g r e a t pos i t ions , 

app ly in p e r s o n at o n e of t h e fo l lowing o f f i c e s -

Manpower Nor theas t , MMMMm M a n p o w e r Lowell 

3144 B Plainfield N E M m M M * 505-1) West Main 

G r a n d Rapids Lowell 

361-7200 Manpower® E o . e . 897-00.r)0 
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Gizmos and Gadgets show evolution and progress at LAHM 
by Emma Palova 

Walking inside the 

recreated kitchen of the 

Gizmos and Gadgets special 

exhibit is like walking into 

grandma's kitchen. The 

walls have been artistically 

designed with laser-printed 

wallpaper to increase the 

depth of perception. 

Artistic renderings of 

cupboards, shelves and 

closets placed on the stained 

and creased wallpaper 

create a homely feeling 

of a heavily used kitchen. 

Next to the kitchen is a bam 

made of original barn wood 

and a smokehouse complete 

with hanging fake hams and 

sausages. 

A 1940s wood stove 

belonging to grandma 

Anna Wittenbach on loan 

from Carol Drenth forms a 

natural center piece of the 

exhibit. The wood stove was 

used during the period of 

transition to electric stoves, 

said museum educator 

Luanne Kaeb. 

At the time, Wittenbach 

didn't like the idea of electric 

stoves, so she kept on using a 

wood stove. 

"wShe was upset," said 

Drenth, "so to appease her 

the family gave her a small 

wood stove that set next to 

the electric stove." 

The Wittenbach family 

also loaned to the exhibit 

a ringer washing machine, 

a fence stretcher and a flat 

bed cart with a scale. Other 

items of interest include a 

banker's fan that doesn't 

ruffle pages on loan from 

Susan Doyle. 

"It shows you how 

life has become easier," 

said museum director Pal 

Allchin. 

The major difference 

between the Gizmos and 

Gadgets exhibit and other 

exhibits is that it is a walk-

in exhibit without any glass 

cases. 

"It let's you walk in 

and go back in time," said 

Allchin. "It gives you new 

respect of what we have 

today." 

Also part of the exhibit 

is "Lowell Inventions" 

featuring sprayers made 

by now Root Lowell and 

the Runciman Bean Co. 

"electric eye" bean sorter, 

as well as toy air rifles by 

Newell shooting ping pong 

balls. 

"I don't think you've 

seen anything like this 

before," said Allchin. 

The special exhibit 

starts Nov. 3 at the Lowell 

Area Historical Museum 

and ends Aug. 2008. 

SHARON ELLISON 
for Lowell City Council 

TIME FOR CHANGE 
Lowell is the 
place to he! 

It's t ime to be creative and 

innovative without destroying 

resources. Preserve the 

N. Washington St. property, 

add a Riverwalk Park 

and save our trees! 

We need new leadership. 

it- f 

Museum educator Luanne Kaeb stands in the middle of a recreated kitchen at the Gizmos and Gadgets exhibit. 

For a positive change vote 

SHARON ELLISON 
for City Council on Nov. 6 

-Paid for by the S. Ellison Election Committee 
407 N. Division St. Lowell. Ml 49331 

th 

Are you losing 
someone 

you love to 
Alzheimer's 

or Dementia? 
Wmm V . J* 

mm 

w 
i f 

j 

Fountain View 

of Lowell 
Lend a 

helping hand. 

j * 

I 

Fountain 
V i e w ^ 

y 
Lowell 

mmmmmammmm • • i 

fdik.. HwSkJiul... Mr/W.. 
11535 E. Fulton • Lowell, MI 49331 

616-897-8413 
web; www.leisure-living.com 

http://www.HeatingCoolingOnline.com
http://www.leisure-living.com
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To The Editor, continued ... From Page 5 
Have you ever walked the trails, along the river, with 

the steep bank on the northwest, looking down on the cedars 
and river? Or had your nostrils lilled with the smell of skunk 
cabbage that completely covers both sides of the creek? If 
you haven't done this, try it out and sec what a true nature 
trail is really like. It's not one with a wood chip trail and signs 
that tell you which way to go. But you travel on deer trails 
where nature still travels. 

Development of this area would create a tremendous 
negative impact on the area. Not only would natural beauty 
be changed, there would be more traffic. This would create 
more danger on a dead end road, which has only one way 
out. What happens if the road were blocked for any reason? 
Would the residents have any other means to escape to safety? 
Of course these situations are not the norm, but we must be 
prepared for emergencies, to keep our citizens safe. 

1 know the city council is interested in generating more 
revenue, but development of this area is not the right direction 
to take. Let's make sure that Lowell really is "the next great 
place to be" by not developing this property and leaving it 
just the way it has always been, natural. 

Kathy Swift 

To The Editor, 
I believe it is time to clarify my possession on subjects 

that I have been writing about recently in The Lowell Ledger. 
My issues with our city's leadership are not beliefs based 
upon hearsay or popular perception as some may believe. I'm 
forming my opinions on what I believe is right and wrong 
and are strictly judgment calls. Its my judgment that the 
subscriber's owners of Lowell Cable TV should have been 
the ones to make the decision of selling Lowell Cable TV and 
not just the city council and it's as simple as that. I believe 
the controversy about the property on North Washington 
Street has been going on way to long and that the council 
has ignored the will of the people and again a judgment call. 
What I call the "'Grim Reaper" with the destruction of some 
of our cities trees and is just another judgment call. I believe 
the city council being elected officials should be the servant 
to the constituents of Lowell and not just the decider. I also 
believe that our city leadership has had the same opportunity 
as I have to express their opinions to the public. I do admit 
that I made a mistake in a recent article referring to a meeting 
on Oct. 25 and that 1 apologize if I offended anyone and I 
wasn't insinuating that the council would just have a meeting 
to get a pay check but what I meant is that I believe that they 
are over paid. I would like to say a vote on Nov. 6 could be a 
vote for the same or it could be a vote for change. 

Sincerely, Jim Howard 

To The Editor, 
As a parent of one of the Lowell Boy Scouts, Troop 102, 

I feel it is my duty and obligation to look out tor the best 
interests of our Scouts, not only for the time being, but also 

for the Scouts in generations to come. 
It has become apparent to me, after reading past articles 

from the Lowell Ledger and talking with several individuals 
that many people are under the impression that the 27-acre 
property surrounding the Scout cabin is safe and protected 
from development. This simply is not true. 

Regardless of whether the lease is renewed by the city, 
the property surrounding the cabin is still vulnerable to 
development. What is more disturbing is the fact that the city 
council has on one hand conveyed the idea that the property 
is safe, and on the other hand, they have less conspicuously 
proposed ideas for the development of the road frontage 

property adjoining the cabin. 
It is not as much the cabin, but the surrounding property 

which has been the essence of what has made for such unique 
and memorable experiences for the Scouts, and this property 
could not be duplicated anywhere in the Lowell area. As 
a quality of life issue for the Scouts, it is of the utmost 
importance that the property be preserved in its entirety. The 
property could also serve them well for future long-term 

To The Editor, cont'd,, pg. 14 

TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 897-9261 

MIKA MEYERS 
BECKETT —JONES plc 

A T T O R N E Y S 

John T. Spcrla Benjamin A. Zainea 
Mark A. Kchoe Heidi A. Lyon 
Ross A. Leisman Matthew E. Fink 

Noil P.Jansen 
3 0 7 - A E. M a i n S t r e e t 
Lowel l , M i c h i g a n 4 9 3 3 1 
(616) 8 9 7 - 3 1 11 www.mnr ib j law.com 

Rich ' s S e r v i c e Co . 
I n - H o m e Appl iance Repa i r ^ -

^ O ^ O 
I N S U R E D • 2 0 Y E A R S E X P E R I E N C E 

W A S H E R S • D R Y E R S • R E F R I G E R A T O R S 

G A R B A G E D I S P O S A L S • S T O V E S • D I S H W A S H E R S 

SE 209 E. Main St. RICH CURTIS 
C Lowell, MI 49331 (616)897-5686 

X c v t i t ^ garment T^pCfltr jOrofrssiou M. 

CURTIS 
OIEANIRS • lAUHDHY 

FREE PICKUP i DELIVERY 
Lowell • Ada • Cascade • Ionia 

2 0 0 7 W AWARD OF EXCEfLENftE 
" i O u \\i C-oi'iic u Ck mil", t Ctr lc t in k . a o 

NOVEMBER SPECIAL 

COATS & JACKETS 

$ 1 C A R W A S H 
(616) 897-9809 • 1410 W. Main • Lowell 

\ 

Flat River 
Fireplace & Stove, LLC 

Sales • Service • Installation 
Licensed and insured 

Over 8 yedrs of experience and excellent service 

Gas, wood, corn, pellet, and 
alternative fuels/heating sources 

AIR PURIFIERS by Eco-QuestInternational 

Joseph VandenBerg 
Owner/Installer 

925 N. Monroe • Lowell, Ml 
(616) 723-6237 

www.f lat r iver f i re.com 

Curtis Accounting 
& Tax Services 

209 E. Main St. - Suite A, Lowell, Ml 
Complete accounting, 

payroll and tax services 

(616) 8914120 • (616) 262-4873 

KIRK COLLINS 
Owner 

owboat 
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC. 

YOUR 
BUSINESS 

COULD BE HERE! 
SAVE $$$$$ 

ADVERTISING 1 
N THIS SPACE!!! 

"897-9555 

FRY DADDY'S 
608 West Main Street 

Lowe l l , M l 4 9 3 3 1 
FISH. CHICKEN £ SHRIMP 

897HFISH 
Check Out Our 
Daily Specials 

Open Tuesday • Sijuhday 

Call For Daily Specials! 

H 

Auto 
Value 

6 1450 W. Main St„ Lowell, Ml g g 
T . ( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 9 2 3 1 £ 5 

HOURS: WON • FRI B-7: SAT 8-5:30: SUN 9 - 3 1 3 3 

.JWRTFKI 

d e a l 
B U I C K 

1 GREAT DEALS \ 
\ FROM GOOD PEOPLE! \ 

qoodautomotive. com J 

(JW GROOMING, LLC 
dogs & cats 
by appointment only 

616-745-1258 
616-897-9771 
618 LAFAYETTE, LOWELL, Ml 49331 

Just 2 blocks north of Main St. Lowell 
Discounts for referrals & for standing appointments 

Diane Smith - Certified Groomer i& Proprietor 
Leah Lessard - Certified Groomer 

BILL WHEELER 
Certified I'lblic 

Acconntant 
MlCHIGAM 

j l 103 Riverside Dr, 
j ] . Lowell, Michigan 

49331 

616-897-7711 

PEBBLE BEACH 
APARTMENTS 

• 1 & 2 B E D R O O M S 

• 6 A S A N P W A T E R INCLUDED 

• C A R P O R T INCLUDED 

• U K E F R O N T 

• 2 4 - H R . M A I N T E N A N C E 

• A GREAT PLACE FOR S E N I O R S 

AFFORDABLE, QUIET, SAFE & CLEAN 
1112 Bowes Rd., Lowell, Ml 

www.pebblebeachapts.com • 616-897-6880 
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DNR urges youth to spend more time outdoors 
If you are a baby 

boomer, or even older, you 

may fondly recall the all-

too-common words of your 

mother and father to "go 

outside and play." 

Sneak in the house for 

more than 10 minutes and 

you heard it again. Today, 

parents are more likely to 

say "You better stay indoors 

where I can keep an eye on 

you." 

Children today spend 

less time outdoors than any 

previous generation. Kids 

between 8 and IS spend 

an average of 6.5 hours a 

day with electronic media. 

Obesity in children has 

increased from 4 percent in 

the I96()s to 20 percent in 

2004. While 71 percent of 

adults report they walked or 

rode a bike to school, only 

22 percent do today. 

The Michigan 

Department of Natural 

Resources is extremely 

concerned about this trend. 

Since 1980, the DNR 

has seen a 14 percent 

decrease in hunting license 

sales and a 22 percent 

decrease in fishing license 

Lowell musicians 
feature at 
"Embellish and 
Friends" concert 

Embellish Handbell 

Ensemble kicks off their 

Grand Rapids concert 

season by hosting 

MacRaven, Lowell's own 

piano/cello duo of award-

winning composer, Roger 

MacNaughton and Grand 

Rapids Symphony cellist. 

Steve VanRavenswaay. 

Each ensemble will be 

performed independently 

and join forces for the 

premier of a commissioned 

work by MacNaughton. 

In addition to original 

compositions and holiday 

arrangements, MacRaven 

brings their signature piece, 

Charlevoix Keepsake, which 

won "Best Composition" 

for the 2006 International 

Music Aid Awards and 

January 2007 Song of the 

Year Competition and took 

3rd place in the 2007 Great 

Lakes Songwriting Contest. 

Embellish, fresh off a 

Midwest tour with stops in 

Chicago, Minneapolis, and 

Rochester, Minn., features 

15 members ringing over 

130 bells directed by 

Stephanie Wiltse. 

The concerts are 

scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 

4 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. at 

Kretschmer Recital Hall on 

Aquinas College's campus. 

Tickets may be purchased in 

advance for $10.00 (adults) 

and $7.00 (students) by 

calling 975-9966 or at the 

door for $ 12.00 (adults) and 

$10.00 (students). 

sales. If fewer Michiganians 

are getting out to hunt and 

fish, it has a direct impact 

on the DNR's budget which 

now, more than ever, must 

generate its own source of 

funding. 

DNR Director Rebecca 

Humphries is a strong 

advocate of recruitment 

and retention programs 

and believes it is one of the 

department's top priorities. 

"New hunters and 

anglers, especially non-

traditional users, must be 

brought into shooting, 

hunting and fishing 

activities," Humphries said. 

"This will strengthen the 

funding for conservation, 

broaden the diversity of 

participants and preserve 

Michigan's rich outdoors 

heritage." 

Yet Humphries also 

recognizes that for many of 

today's youth, a leap from 

the couch to a tree stand may 

be a bit far. As the DNR looks 

at structuring conservation 

education programs in the 

future, it will offer a mix of 

opportunities for those ready 

to go on their first deer hunt 

and those wanting to sleep 

under the stars for the first 

time. 

What all these 

opportunities will have 

in common is the same 

admonition we remember 

from childhood, "go outside 

and play." 

But the DNR also is not 

ignoring the fact that newer 

generations are almost 

hardwired to technology 

from an early age -

television, computer games, 

handheld games, etc. 

"That's why we are 

developing an interactive 

Web site for youth that 

will be educational and 

entertaining," said Kevin 

Frailey, DNR Education 

and Outreach manager. "But 

making it fun is only one 

piece of the puzzle. Much of 

the material will encourage 

kids to spend more time 

outdoors and give them and 

their parents ideas on things 

to do." 

One of the DNR's 

strong foundations for 

getting kids outside has 

been its nature interpretive 

programs offered at eight 

state parks and two state 

fish hatcheries. Thousands 

of visitors each year are 

learning about nature from 

the spark provided by the 

DNR's frontline natural 

resource educators, the 

park interpreters who 

believe that making that 

outdoor experience fun and 

entertaining is key. 

"The first step is getting 

more kids outside more 

often," said Jon Spieles, 

interpretative manager for 

northern Michigan. "We 

need to reverse the trend 

and make it comfortable 

and fun to be outside." 

Taking a nice walk 

in a forest or having an 

easy canoeing experience 

might lead to another more 

confident step outdoors. 

The DNR is committed 

to assisting the public 

with these initial steps in 

the belief that they might 

lead to developing a new 

generation of outdoorsmen 

and outdoors women. 

Although many 

outdoor educators have 

long recognized the healthy 

benefits of spending time 

outdoors, it was a California 

newspaper columnist 

Richard Louv who turned 

the entire nation on its head 

several years ago with his 

book, "Last Child in the 

Woods." 

Subtitled "Saving 

our Children from Nature 

Deficit Disorder," Louv 

used statistics and anecdotes 

to portray an America 

afraid to go outside and said 

technology overload and 

over-structured athletics 

were leading our children 

astray. 

As a result of Louv's 

work, communities, civic 

leaders, health professionals 

and many other leaders 

across the nation began 

looking at new ways to 

encourage Americans to 

spend more time outside. 

Nothing could be 

sweeter music to the DNR. 

"Bring them on," 

Director Humphries said. 

"The DNR manages a 

public land base of nearly 

eight million acres, more 

than any state east of 

the Mississippi River. 

Michigan's 3.9 million 

acres of state forest is the 

largest in the continental 

U.S. and only California 

has a larger system of 

state parks. All this land is 

a natural playground for 

families to enjoy." 

But at a time when 

the DNR cannot do it all 

alone anymore, the agency 

is working to build more 

partnerships with traditional 

outdoors organizations 

as well as with non-

traditional partners like 

Big Brothers Big Sisters, 

The Salvation Army and 

Racing for Wildlife, an 

initiative between the Ryan 

Newman Foundation and 

the Conservation Fund to 

encourage families to enjoy 

the great outdoors. 

"We taught nearly 

600 children to fish and 

learn archery this past 

summer at our pocket park 

in Detroit as a result of a 

recent partnership with The 

Salvation Army," Frailey 

said, and the first Racing 

for Wildlife conservation 

project is the restoration of 

the Mill Lake Youth Camp 

at the Waterloo Recreation 

Area." 

In addition, Frailey 

said the National Archery 

in the Schools Program 

has helped the DNR put 

an archery curriculum into 

more than 200 Michigan 

schools. 

But all these things 

are only the beginning. 

With the help of many, 

and the determination and 

leadership of the DNR. 

more Michiganians will 

learn to string a bow, pitch 

a tent, identify a wildflower 

and catch a tiretty. 

So, go on - go outside 

and play. 

First buck for Lowell youth 

; v -

Dylan Odland, 11, poses with his first deer with a bow on Oct. 16. 

Wjdconie 

Assisted 

P o t t e r s owe l l 

I Ve serve nulrilious and delicious meals and snacks every day of the year. 
We have a brealh of fresh ah; country setting in Keene Township, Ionia County. 
I Ve arrange special activities for the people we serve. On-site hairdressing and 

oilier services available. I Ve manage medication supply and dispensing. 
We provide all laundry and linen services. AH al reasonable rales. 

Home has over 25 years experience. 

WE CARE 
Professional care with a personal touch. 

Family owned and operated. 

Owner/Manager - Gail Hays 

(616) 897-0799 or (616) 897-5874 
We currently have one opening available. 

Call soon and have your loved one placed in a home that truly cares! 

CITY OF LOWELL 
SALE OF CITY 

PROPERTY 
A D V E R T I S E M E N T OF BID 

The City of Lowell is accepting sealed bids tor 

the sale of a portion of a City owned lot 

approximately the south 50 feet by 208 feet at 

850 North Washington (Parcel 41-16-35-426-

053). The property will be conveyed by 

quitclaim deed and the purchaser will be 

responsible for cost of obtaining a property 

survey and/or title insurance. 

Sealed bids and proposed uses must be 

returned to the office of the City Manager, 301 

East Main Street, Lowell, Michigan 49331, no 

later than Wednesday, November 7, 2007 at 

3:00 p.m., at which time these will be publicly 

opened and read. A final decision of sale will 

be made by the City Council, which will 

consider the bids on Monday, November 19, 

2007. 

The City reserves the right to accept or reject 

any or all bids and it may award sale to 

someone other than the highest monetary 

bidder, and the right to waive any formal 

defects in bids when deemed in the best 

interest of the City. 

Betty R. Morlock 

City Clerk 

http://www.mnribjlaw.com
http://www.flatriverfire.com
http://www.pebblebeachapts.com
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RED ARROW epoEsre 
The Benning-Fielder 

by Molly Benningfield 
Sports editor 

Where's 

the competition: 

When I'm not watching my favorite team, I love a 

good fight and drawn-out series in the playoffs. When 

the Spartans are playing a tooth-and-nail match in 

March, my fists are clenched and my heart's racing. 

But when the World Series are on, and I have no one 

or team in particular to root for, 1 want to see all seven 

games, fought 'til the end, seeing the other anxious, 

fist-clenching fans on TV. So that's why I 'm so 

disappointed with October's baseball showing, as the 

Red Sox took the Rockies in four. 

In five days, the Sox managed to cream their 

mountainous counterparts, winning 13-1,2-1,10-5 and 

4-3. It didn't even feel like a series. And it was sad to 

see the Rockies, who rose up from humble beginnings 

and claimed the National League title after winning 21 

of 22 games in 38 days. Not sad enough to cry, but you 

get the picture. 

The BoSox are a bull of a team, one of those clubs 

that almost feels too good. The World Series has been 

less than thrilling for a while now, and it would've 

been nice to see a bil more of a contest. There were 

good moments. Jon Lester's story is incredible. Mike 

Lowell, the MVP for the Sox, hit .400 in the Series. 

We saw what the future held and that was in Troy 

Tulowitzki. 

If the Tigers make it next year, though, and 

totally smash the competition, I 'm sure I won't be 

complaining... 

j 

Volleyball team gets 
ready for Districts 

The volleyball team won two of its games at 

Thursday's OK-Quad tournament at Zeeland West. 

Lowell beat Coopersville 2-0 and Zeeland West 

2-1 . 

The Arrows will face Rockford in the first round of 

district finals on Friday at 6:30 p.m. at Northview High 

School, with Creston, Greenville, and Northview also 

participating. Finals begin at 8 p.m. 

sv r 

Suppor t Your Red Arrow Teams! 

The Foodmobile 
M o b i l e F o o d P a n t r y 

THIS MONTH 'S SPONSOR: 
Calvary Christian Reformed Church 

FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
(mos t ly p r o d u c e ) 

Lowell Fairgrounds 
Foreman Building, S. Broadway 

Saturday, Nov. 10,2007 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

(or until food is gone) 

Distributed by: 

Flat River Outreach Ministries, Inc. (FROM) 
AVAILABLE T O RESIDENTS OF THE GREATER L O W E L L AREA. 

Br ing you r own b o x or bag. 

Visit our website at wwiv.Jlatriveroutreachministries.org 

Cross country finish season at OR Christian, 
Corey Fitzpatrick earns All-Conference nod 
by Molly Benningfield 

Editor 

The cross country 

teams finished their season 

Saturday at the Regional 

meet at Grand Rapids 

Christian. 

The boys' team took 9th 

of 15 teams, with a score of 

229. Hudsonville won the 

meet with 65 points. 

Corey Fitzpatrick was 

once again the top finisher, 

at 22nd place, with a time 

of 17:15. Also placing were 

Zach Robinson at 29th 

(17:37), Justin Boss at 58th 

(18:26), Jon Woods at 59th 

(18:30) and Tom Mark at 

68th (18:46). 

Coach Clay VanderWarf 

said the team had a good 

show at the meet. "I thought 

we had one of our best 

performances given the 

conditions the kids ran 

in," he said. "We were 

in a competitive regional, 

which included Rockford, 

Hudsonville, Travis City 

Central and West. Corey 

Fitzpatrick made a great 

effort in trying to secure a 

spot to the State Finals, 

finishing 22nd." 

VanderWarf said his 

team had a strong start for 

the season, but couldn't 

keep the pace. "The boys 

started out to have a strong 

season, placing 2nd and 3rd 

in the first two jamborees, 

but we lost some of the 

momentum when Kirk 

Geldersma obtained a knee 

injury and that hurt us," he 

said. 

He did, however, say 

that the team had good 

moments. 

"We had some great 

performances turned in 

by runners such as Corey 

Fitzpatrick, who made 

All-Conference and Zach 

Robinson, who broke into 

the 17:00s as a sophomore," 

VanderWarf said. 

The team looks for 

their younger members to 

build on experience and 

compete well in the OK-

White. 

J h e girls' team didn't 

fare as well at the Regional 

meet. They finished 12th 

^ 1 1 1 0 7 CROOKED L A K E R D . 

BIG CROOKED LAKE 
Like to fish, hunt, ski, 

golf, shop, or catch a 

Whitecaps game? You 

can do it all living here! 

With 100 ft. private 

waterfront, this 

updated 4 bedroom, 

2.5 bath home is a real 

bargain and close to 

everything. 

Call free 24 hr. hotline 1-888-528-9468, 
ext. 1255 for more info. 

Anna Mesbergen, ERA Network Real Estate, 
Way land, Ml (800) 860-5253, Ext. 3016 

* 

of 12 teams, with a score of Also placing were Haleigh 

367. Grand Haven won the Timmers at 67th (22:31), 

meet with 42 points. Morgan Marchido at 82nd 

Taylor Marchido was (24:36), Emily Jelsma at 

the top finisher, at 65th 83rd (24:47) and Emily 

place, with a score of 22:12. Hauschild at 84th (24:58). 

W rwim. 

mi mu* 

-a. .. . 

' " 

R H V 
' i • • 

• * - • 
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Above, Corey Fitzpatrick took 22nd place at 

Regionals. At left Haleigh Timmers was 67th at 
the girls' meet on Saturday. 

Photos submitted by Brett Bremer 

Michigan Drivers . . . Save u p to 4 3 % 

on y o u r car insurance! 
What an incredible opportunity for Michigan 

- residents. Farm Bureau Insurance of fe rs 

discounts that could trim your car insurance 

f up to 43%. See how many 

discounts you qual i ty for. 

Call today. Mark 
Johnson 

6095 28lli St., Ste. 4 

Grand Rapids 

940-8181 

Michigan's Insurance Company 
Making Your Future More Predictable 

Mmm FARM BUREAU 
MSm INSURAISICE 

\\ \v\\. MarkJohnson Agency .com FASU Byrt££J-i •ri^* bureau ufe • farm boreau genewo. 

r SUBWAY 
HELP WANTED 
All Shifts, apply in person 

2050 W. Main 
Lowell 

6749 E. Fulton 
Ada 
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Football team wins big in first round of P 
by Molly Benningfield 

Editor 

With just a week 

between the two, the 

football game against 

Portage Central in the first 

round of playoffs couldn't 

have been more different 

than their struggle against 

East. 

The Arrows were 

strong and put together, 

it was sweatshirt-weather 

and all the pressure that 

could've weighed the team 

down didn't. 

But that's what this 

Lowell team does well 

shine. The Arrows 

are young, but the team 

finished strongly Friday 

night, winning with a near-

perfect victory 42-7. 

Coach Noel Dean said 

his team really turned it 

up a notch for post-season 

success. "It was probably 

the most complete football 

game we've had, for this 

particular team," he said. 

After working hard 

all week in practice. Dean 

said the attitude was "great, 

upbeat - it's time to bounce 

back. We're going to get in 

and get out." 

And they did just that. 

The Arrows scored twice 

in the first quarter, on 4-

yard and 1-yard runs by 

Kyle Nichol. Nichol also 

scored in the second quarter 

on a 13-yard run, as did 

Nate Vaught, with a 2-yard 

run. Special teams would 

account for two of the first-

half touchdowns. 

Justin VanAcker had 

a 2-yard run in the third 

quarter to boost the Arrows 

34-0, but the Mustangs 

would answer back in the 

fourth with a 10-yard run by 

Jarred Sherrod. 

It was a little too late, as 

Lowell bounced back with 

an interception by Torsten 

Boss, which he returned for 

a 32-yard touchdown. 

Dean said he was happy 

that all aspects were covered 

at the game. 

"I felt good - we had 

all three sides of the ball 

playing well, with offense, 

defense and special teams," 

he said. 

Nichol was on fire 

Friday night, both in the air 

and on the ground. He was 

good for 8 of 13 attempts 

for 120 yards and had 16 

rushing attempts for 80 

yards. VanAcker kept the 

pace in the second half and 

was 13 for 51 yards. Vaught 

was 8 for 22 yards. 

Trey Popp (PC) was 

good for 8 of 16 attempts 

for 73 passing yards, while 

Sherrod had 16 rushing 

attempts for 63 yards. The 

Mustangs ended with 41 

total rushing yards. 

On the receiving end, 

Jacob Swift had 3 receptions 

for 54 yards, while Boss was 

3 for 31 yards. EI Riley 

(PC) was 4 for 36 yards. 

Randy Hogan and Ben 

Canfield had 6.5 tackles 

apiece, while Matt Stuut 

(PC) had 7. Boss had two 

interceptions. 

The Arrows will take 

on the Fighting Scots 

Friday night at 7 p.m. in 

Caledonia for the district 

championship. 

Kyle Nichol (3) looks for an open against Portage Central. 

District finals tickets 

Lowel l High 

School will play 

fo r the district 

c h a m p i o n s h i p 

in footbal l at 

Ca l edon ia on 

Friday, Nov. 2 at 7 p.m. Tickets can be 

purchased in advance in the athlet ic off ice 

on Friday f r o m 7:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. for $5. 

The ga tes will open at 5 :30 p .m. 

Torsten Boss (4) leans down for a run against 

a Portage Central defender. 

A - 1 M O B I L E R O O F S Y S T E M 

.sac 

F I E L D S T O N E F A R M A N T I Q U E S 
In the heart of scenic Alto farmlands. 

For the lover of Country Antiques. 

COME VISIT THIS FALL 

Th. , Fri. 10 am - 4 pm. • Sat. 9 am - 5 pm 

Sun. I p.m. - 4 p.m. or by appointment 

• 
8 
f-

V 

9449 Wingeier Ave., SE, Alto • (616) 890-6740 

While enameled aluminum stops and any and all leaks for the full 
life of your mobile - GUARANTEED! 
Thick layer of foam insulation drastically reduces winter heating 
bills. Cuts roof noise. 
Overhang at eaves eliminates stains and streaking. No more 
coating and caulking. 

S T A R T T O F I N I S H 
We MANUFACTURE Your Roof 

We INSTALL Your Roof 

12x60 *2,980 INSTALLED 14x70 * 3 , 7 8 0 
GET YOUR FREE ESTIMATE TODAY! 

BANK FINANCING AVAILABLE! 
1 - 8 0 0 - 8 7 2 - 2 0 8 9 

Car + Home = 

BIG SAVINGS 
See idc for Car ami Home liiMirance and save. 

S T A T E F A R M 

1 ' ' JS55*. 
. V r ? i 

I N S U R A N C E 

Deborah A Wi lks , A g e n l 
2050 W Mam Suile C 
Lovvcll. Ml .19331 m i 
Bus: 616-99/ 9237 
ftobiva!} v.ilks.pwnK4l/:s;a(f!ta:ni com 

1 I K t A CiOOD NMGHBOU, ST A l l FARM IS THI-RF, 
Providing Iitsumncc ami Ivumcial Servicvs 
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To The Editor, continued ... From Page 10 

/ 

Scout-related projects, but with the property's future still 

uncertain, this will remain a distant dream for them. 

To the Lowell City Council - you still have a chance to 

permanently preserve this property for the Scouts of today 

and the future. Please search your hearts on this issue, for 

whatever the outcome, you will be remembered by it. Let our 

memories of both you and this property be golden. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Sue and Dave Kellar 

To the Editor, 

I am from the East Coast, but I have been happily living 

in the Lowell area for several years. I have been following 

the land problem on Washington Street with amazement. 

If a small town in the East was fortunate enough to have 

the beautiful acreage Lowell has right on its doorstep, it 
would be guarded like a hoard of gold. 

Destroying it by splitting it, selling it, or whatever, would 

be considered a criminal act. 

The plight of Mr. Dietzel in his charming house is tragic. 
He has lived in his home for 2S years. Working hard, he has 

changed what was little more than a shack into something 

the community can be proud of (with no help from the 

city). Some fair arrangement should be made so he can gain 

ownership of it at a reasonable price. His little yellow house 

is an asset to the location. 

Please, everyone, convince the powers that be to do the 

fair thing for the land and Mr. and Mrs. Dietzel. 

Joan K. Tengelsen 

nice - if it were true. The fact of the matter is, the lease the 

Scouts have with the city only applies to the building that the 

currently occupy, and to none of the pristine 27 acres which 

surround it. If the Scouts are feeling secure with the city 

council 's promise to keep them "safe" by renewing their 10-

year lease, they should consider the fact that councilmembers 

Myers and Matthews have both made statements supportive 

of development on the property. 

The city council has assured us time and time again 

that the Scouts are safe, yet refuse to permanently protect 
the property from development, even when it has been so 

obvious that virtually everyone wants the entire 27 acres 

preserved. 
The one thing they have been adamant about is annexing 

the remainder of the property - the right move for a city 

council seeking development. 
How do you think the Scouts would feel having new 

homes built just a stone's throw from their cabin's doorstep? 

It could easily happen, and if it does, their lease agreement 
won't be worth a hill of beans. 

Fortunately, the upcoming Nov. 6 election does include 

candidates who will unconditionally protect the property. 
Remember to vote. If you don't , you have no right to 

complain after the permanent damage is done. 

Sincerely, 

Brenda Schreur 

Dear Editor, 

I 'm just wondering how many people were basking in 

security after reading a recent article in The Grand Rapids 
Press declaring, "Boy Scout Cabin safe - LEASE FOR 27-

ACRE AREA RENEWED." That statement would indeed be 

Rent a 2 bed/2 bath starting at $520.00 

Hometown America Community 

Valley Vista Vil lage 

In the heart of Lowell 

On site staff, with you in mind. 

We have sites of various sizes and shapes. 

• Mature landscaping • Off-mad parking 

• Swimming pool • Picnic areas • Basketball court 

• Laundry room • Lockcd mail room 

• Club house for residents use 

• Play area • Close to everything 

While a small town atmosphere, we are 

just minutes away from the city of Grand Rapids. 

We have outstanding sales prices and rental rates 

on 2 & 3 bedroom homes with different floor plans. 

1800 W. Main St. (M-21) Lowell, Michigan 49331 

616-897-8427 

Dear Editor, 

We are coming up to a very important election for our city. 

This past year has been for many, a year of disappointment, 

struggle, and difficult decisions. Disappointment that so many 

trees have fallen to a policy enacted with little input by the 

citizens most affected. Struggle over the keeping of the Boy 

Scout cabin and the land use policy that will control the area 

around that cabin, struggle over motives and the slow action 

of the city council in finding good compromises, and struggle 

over the lack of response to the questions being asked at 

public hearings concerning both the property and the selling 

of the Lowell Cable. It has been a year of difficult decisions 

for our leaders in city government and people are smarting 

from the perceived lack of response and communications 

with us, the citizens. 

I, for one, look at the individual leaders that we have 

on city council and I see good people, people concerned 

about our city and people who desire to lead. What 1 don' t 

sec is what is troubling. 1 don't see the council dynamics 
that promote communication and citizen inclusion in very 
important and life-shaping actions and policy. I don't see a 

council that has the chemistry for good citizen relationships. 

I see a council that has a decorum that is self-protective rather 

than citizen serving. 

1 would encourage the citizens of Lowell to be very 

intentional in voting this election. I believe we have good 

leadership in an incumbent like Jim Hodges or Chuck Myers. 

1 also believe that new faces are needed on the council to 

change the style of leadership that has solidified in the 
present mix of leaders. Your vote and my vote must be made 

with careful and thoughtful consideration. Be sure to cast 
your vote this election! 

. Roger La Warre 

To the Editor, 
As the resident of the North Washington property and for 

the stress of being so, part of me hesitates to write. But I don't 

get to vote Nov. 6 - hopefully you do. 
Under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 1 recently 

obtained, the DEQ's report of their visual inspection of this 
property last January. They did so in response to my document 
as being witness to several transformer oil spills involving 

many gallons over the 28 years we've been here. 1 listed other 
problems I also witnessed or suspected for the 90 years the 
city has been here. In their report, they relayed their interview 

with Dan DesJarden, director of Public Works. I quote, 'kthe 
City of Lowell owned the property for many years and wanted 
to annex it into the city limits, but before they could do that, 

it had to be vacated. Therefore, the city could no longer rent 
the house on-site to Mr. Dietzel and intended to sell the pole 
building for removal and demolish the concrete building and 

home on-site." 
Is this the plan councilmembers denied having or didn't 

admit to at the Oct. 8 workshop in front of 100 people? These 

councilmembers, manager and his staff operated with this 
precept. No one had the decency to tell my wife or I or the 
public how our lives would be impacted shortly by this secret 

planned action. The blue pole barn was the first casualty. An 
$80,000 building was given up for $12,000, even after interest 
in use was expressed by the community. The other buildings 

are talked about but they aren't saleable and expensive to 
demolish. So they knee-jerk raise our rent without investment, 

and produce a lease without research and lacking credibility. 
All this without conversation - do you feel represented ? 

They blankly stared when creative proposals were offered. 

They did nothing at the Oct. 8 workshop and claimed doing 
nothing was their course with the "sacred" Scouts getting their 

.9 acres on a 10-year lease. The public wants it all preserved 
as the council knows. The mayor was very careful in his 

personal letter to voters not to mention that he sees a "small" 
development next to the Scout interests, as he stated at the 
workshop. Can we afford to wait? This property could go a lot 

faster than the Comcast debacle. The claim experience on their 
resumes but aren't we tired of our experience with them? 

Annexation is necessary for this development. It has 
been on the city manager's mind since before 1993. That year 

Jim Cook, then Vergennes Township supervisor, denied their 
request on suspicion that annexation implied a different use 

for the land that he couldn't condone. The next year, the State 
Boundary Commission denied the city hearing because of 

property line issues. I suspect the skinny 18-foot jump across 
the road that the city claimed contiguity with didn't hold water 

with them. Look at the map! So, the next year with creatively 
surveying out three acres, the annexed the rest of the 24 as an 
administrative act without public comment. With the buildings 
gone, the annexation will be completed and threatening to 
the lifestyle of the Vergennes' residents that live here and are 
totally disregarded by the city. A savvy developer could or is 
already construing a plan to make money on this property with 
ways to avoid the possible pollution implications. My facts 

and conjecture point to lack of openness, if not deception, by 

this current council and staff. Individually, I would like to be 
friends with most of them. Collectively, with management, 
they have formed some bad habits. Please vote for a change. 

Lowell values could fly again over our street: 
trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and 
citizenship. 

Thanks for your support, Gary Dietzel 

CROWN 
ONE VISIT 

...SIMPLE! 
"If I held known it would be this easy. I wonldn 7 

have put off gelling a crown for so long. One visit 

and it was done. The crown fits and looks great. 

I have my smile back...simple!" 

/ ( C j \ F a m i l i j D e n t i s t r i j o f L o w e l l 

- A N N W I L S O N , D.D.S. -

Tel. 897-4835 • 147 North Center Street • Lowell 

Dear Editor, 

I am an active member of the Lowell Area Conservation 

Association. We have been working since January to ensure 

the permanent protection of the N. Washington St. property. 

The fate of this area is still undecided. While the city council 

did have a public hearing regarding this issue, there was no 

indication of what decision might be made - it is still at risk. 

The last council election was decided by a mere 262 

votes. It's time for action - not reaction. Please make sure 
that you vote. 

Sharon Ellison 

CITY OF 
LOWELL 

OAKWOOD CEMETERY 
FALL CLEAN-UP NOTICE 

The annual clean up of the 

Oakwood Cemetery will be the week of 

NOVEMBER 5 T H R O U G H 

NOVEMBER 9, 2007 

Please remove all arrangements, 

baskets, etc., you wish to keep by 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2007 

Betty R. Morlock 

City Clerk 

T H E L O W E L L L E D G E R - WEDNESDAY, O C T O B E R 3 1 , 2 0 0 7 - P A G E 1 5 

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR RENT FOR RENT HELP WANTED SERVICES 
KEY CARDS AVAILABLE 
AT THE LEDGER OF-
FICE - Help support the 
LHS Academic Boosters 
& save a bunch of money 
too! Key Cards are good at 
various places in Lowell & 
GR! $15, cash only. 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell. 

MEMORY FOAM MAT-
TRESS - Relieves back 
pain! Temperpedic queen, 
$1,899; Theratouch queen 
"same thing", $899. Is the 
name worth that much? 
Brand new. Also twin, full 
& kings. ROD Wholesale, 
G.R. 682-4767 or 293-
6 1 60.TFN 

'97 CHEVY TAHOE LT 
- 4WD, V8, automatic trans-
mission, well maintained, 
141,000 miles, ready for 
winter, $5,000 obo. 897-
9444. 

'05 TOWN & COUNTRY' 
- Stow-in-Go quad seating, 
new tires, 48,000 miles. 
$13,000 or best offer. 616-
890-6760. 

BEDROOM SET - 7pc 
Cherry bedroom set, in-
cludes Sleigh bed! Brand 
new. Must sell, $550. Can 
deliver. 616-949-6525. 

SCRATCH PADS OF PA-
PER - Always looking for 
something to write on? 
Look no further! We have 
pads of scratch paper for 
only$1.25 a lb. Lowell Litho, 
105 N. Broadway. 

BED - A new King pillowtop 
mattress set, in plastic, war-
ranty. Can deliver. $180. 
Also full size, only $95. 
616-949-2683. 

FOR SALE - Like new Lazy 
Boy hide-a-bed sofa; light 
wood china corner cabinet; 
small wood dining table with 
2 chairs. 897-8793. 

SOFA AND LOVESEAT 
- New set, microfiber, 
still in original packaging, 
$479. 949-2683, delivery 
possible. 

MATTRESSES - All new. 
All sizes starting at $49. 
Large selection. Low over-
head = lower prices. Shop 
& compare before you buy! 
R.C.D. Wholesale, G.R. 
682-4767 or 293-6160..™ 

ADORABLE DESiGNER 
PUPPIES-Lhasa/Chihua-
hua mix. Two males, home 
raised, well socialized. Will 
make loving little compan-
ions for you & your family. 
First shots & wormed, $300. 
Call 616-527-0661. 

SARANAC - PRICE RE-
DUCED $10,000!!! Hilltop 
ranch 3 br, 2 baths on 1.1 
acres. Updated & move 
in ready!! Easy access 
to I-96. NOW $149,900. 
SOUTH SHORE REAL-
TY, LLC 616-392-1456 
or pvaneck@sbcglobal. 
net. 

1995 bODGE INTREPID 
ES - 169K miles, fair con-
dition, $500. Runs good, 
needs transmission work 
but driveable. 897-0072 
evenings. 

4 BARSTOOLS - 1 with 
broken spindle, asking $85. 
Call 868-6296. 

FOR SALE - 2002 Saturn 
SL1, 4 dr., sedan, 92,000 
miles, fantastic gas mile-
age! $4,695 obo. Call 
915-3449. 

FOR SALE -10 gal. and 20 
gal. aquariums all set up 
including heaters, filters, 
aerators, gravel, scenery 
and many fish. $30 and 
$40. Call 897-4929. 

SARANAC-Hilltopl .2acre 
with 55 x 12 cement pad 
and 1000 gal. septic sys-
tem. PRICE NOW $39,900. 
SOUTH SHORE REALTY, 
LLC 616-392-1456 or 
p v a n e c k @ s b c g l o b a l . 
net. 

NORDIC TRACK ELLIP-
TIC MACHINE - CX925 
New $600. Sell for $200. 
897-8369. 

NEWSPAPER END ROLLS 
AVAILABLE AT THE BUY-
ERS GUIDE OFFICE -
Many uses: art projects, 
or table cover, etc. Stop by 
6 grab one today! 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell. 

BEDROOM SET - 7pc 
Cherry bedroom set, in-
cludes Sleigh bed! Brand 
new. Must sell, $550. Can 
deliver. 616-949-6525. 

BED - Queen pillowtop 
mattress set. Brand new, in 
plastic, warranty. $110. Can 
deliver. 616-318-6998. 

ROLL TICKETS 'AVAIL-
ABLE AT LOWELL LITHO 
- Single & double rolls, 
variety of colors. 105 N. 
Broadway, Lowell. Ph. 
897-9261 

AIR BEDS - Selecta com-
fort firmness for each of 
you. Dual chambers. Digital 
remote, never used. Perfect 
for couples with different 
firmness needs. Air Bed 
Store, G.R., 682-4767 or 
293-6160.ifn 

FOR SALE - '2001 US 
Cargo enclosed trailer. 18' 
long. Excellent condition. 
$2,800 obo. Call 616-292-
5457 for more details. 

REGISTERED GERMAN 
SHEPHERD PUPPIES -
sire & dam on site, $300. 
Call 897-6682. 

NEW LISTING! - 3 bed-
room, 2 bath home with a 
master suite sitting on over 
7 1/2 acres! Priced to sell! 
Call Melinda Robison at 
616-648-0151 orvisitwww. 
GoMelinda.com Five Star 
Real Estate, 791-1500. 

FIREWOOD - Applewood, 
you cut. Call 616-794-
2527. 

W A N T E D 

WANTED - Gold jewelry: 
r ings, earr ings, neck-
laces, etc. Broken or not. 
Call 676-0704.™ 

$$'$ CASH'PAID FOR 
ESTATE ITEMS! - Buying 
collections, antiques, fur-
niture, vintage "stuff"! Call 
today 616-550-0521. 

HALL FOR RENT - with 
kitchen, seats 150. Call 
897-6050..™ 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
- Downtown Lowell, lower 
level of house. Available 
December 1,2-3 bedroom, 
ex. Ig. living room, dining 
room, kitchen w/stove, 
dishwasher, microwave & 
refrigerator. Mud room w/ 
washer & dryer. Lg. fenced 
in yard and shed. $700 no 
utilities or $950 with utilities, 
$500 deposit. Call 299-
3198 or 897-7176. 

FOR RENT - Ionia, 4 bed-
room, ONLY $695. Special! 
$200 off 1st months rent 
w/immediate occupancy! 
Laundry hook-up! Lease, 
no pets. 517-541-2818. 

ROOM FOR RENT-'withfull' 
house privileges, (washer/ 
dryer etc.) $250 per month 
plus deposit. For more info 
call 616-897-6045. 

MOBILEHOME FOR RENT 
- 2 bedroom, $400, no pets. 
Campau Lake, 5 miles W. 
of Alto. 868-6950. 

SENIORS!! - Rent could be 
as low as $70 per month! 1 
bedroom HUD subsidized 
apartments for rent! Rent 
based on income for those 
who qualify! BEAUTIFUL 6 
acre country setting! Pets 
welcome! Conveniently 
located 20 minutes East of 
Grand Rapids. Call today to 
join our small waiting list. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
616-693-2271, hearing im-
paired dial 711 .TFN 

LOWELL - 5 miles north of 
Lowell. 4 bedroom, 2 full 
bath, living room plus huge 
kitchen w/fireplace. 2 stall 
attached garage w/addi-
tional storage garage. Very 
nice country setting. $185 
per week plus utilities and 
deposit. 616-794-3793. 

HELP WANTED 
TURN DRIVER - CDL-A. 
Consistent wkly income. 
Great benefits! No-touch. 
Home every other day. 
800-998-5005. 

Happy 
Halloween 

r 

UPSTAIRS 2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT - Downtown 
Lowell. House with sepa-
rate entrance. All utilities 
included! Available Novem-
ber 1st. $625. MONTH TO 
MONTH LEASE. Deposit 
$400. Call 299-3198 or 
897-7176. 

FOR RENT' OR' LAND 
CONTRACT - 3 bedroom, 
1 bath home in Lowell, 
$1,000 per month plus 
utilities. Close to schools 
897-4272. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
- in quiet neighborhood 
near downtown Lowell. 
Newly redecorated, 1 to 
2 bedroom, washer/dryer 
hookup, garage, no pets 
or smoking. $465 per mo. + 
utilities. 616-676-2156. 

HALL FOR RENT - Lowell 
Veteran's Center, 3100 
Alden Nash. Newly remod-
eled, smoke-free, private, 
great location & great rate! 
Call John at 299-0486 or 
897-8303.™ 

CLASSIFIEDS WORK! TRY 
ONE TODAY! 

20 Words for $2, each ad-
ditional word Is 10c 

GALL 897-9261 
FAX 897-4809 

DELIVERY DRIVER - CDL-
A drivers needed. Looking 
for dependable customer 
service oriented person 
w/chauffers CDL-B, CDL-
A license. Good working 
environment. Also hiring 
nights/weekends. 616-
732-9954. 

PET CARE GIVER - need 
dedicated hard worker to 
care for large kennel of 
small dogs & cats. Fri., 
Sat., Sun. & Mon. 6 a.m., 
4 to 8 hours/day. Alto area. 
616-437-0342. 

COMMERCIAL CLEAN-
ING POSITIONS - Part 
time positions available im-
mediately in the Lowell/Ada 
area. Monday, Wednesday 
& Friday evening, 3 hours 
per trip and Wednesday 
and Friday, 1.25 hours per 
trip. Transportation and val-
id drivers license required. 
Stop in soon and fill out an 
application. Metropolitan 
Building Maintenance, 868 
Barnum SW, Grand Rapids, 
Ml 49509. 

'h'OUSECL'E'ANER WANT-
ED - Mop, dust, vacuum, 
bathrooms, laundry. Ener-
getic, organizational skills, 
experience, honesty. Ref-
erences needed. $10/hr. 
Amy 897-1492. 

MEDICAL RECEPTION-
IST/FRONT OFFICE -
Monday - Thursday pos-
tion available. Needs to 
be able to work Thursday 
from 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Excellent opportunity avail-
able for motivated, detail-
oriented, self-starter with 
Advanced Eyecare Pro-
fessionals in Lowell, a well 
established, professional, 
growing ophthalmic prac-
tice. The ideal candidate 
must possess excellent 
telephone, computer and 
people skills along with 
some medical billing experi-
ence, and basic accounting 
skills. We offer competitive 
wages, paid vacation, flex-
ible spending, and 401K. 
Send or fax resume to: 
Attn: Practice Administra-
tor, 1335 West Main St., 
Suite A, Lowell, Ml 49331. 
Fax #: 616-897-5604. No 
phone calls please. 

HOLIDAY HELP - IMME-
DIATE POSITIONS! PAID 
WEEKLY $10.00 - $12.00 
TO START - Ionia outlet for 
international manufacturing 
company has several posi-
tions available including 
general help, customer care 
consultants, team leaders, 
marketing coordinators, 
and assistant department 
managers. No experience 
necessary - company will 
train for all positions. Pro-
gressive pay, bonuses, 
paid vacations, and flexible 
hours are all part of this at-
tractive package. Both full 
and part time. Call now, 
beat the rush, openings 
will go fast! For interview 
call 616-522-9783 Mon-Fri 
9:30am- 4:30 pm. 

CARD OF 
THANKS 
CARD OF THANKS 

We would like to thank 
Officer Hinton, the Lowell 
Fire Dept., and Lowell 
Ambulance for their quick 
response to our fire. 

Gratefully, 
John & Lucille Erickson 

SERVICES 
JOHN SCHLOOP BUILD-
ER - New homes, additions 
& remodeling. Call 897-
1335.™ 

PIANO'INSTRUCf ION 
- Fall & winter openings 
with patient & experienced 
performer in Vergennes 
Townsh ip . 897-9485 
MissMeowsic@msn.com 

zoo land''daycare 
- Openings on 3rd shift. 
897-8386 or 308-0195. 

GUITAR'LESSONS-Matt 
Cosgrove MM, FSU in gui-
tar performance, accepting 
students of all ages. www. 
cgstudio.us. 350-6000. 

CEMENT WORK'OF ALL 
KINDS - Cement work is 
my line, not a sideline. 
45 years experience. Call 
874-7017. 

PAYROLL & BOOKKEEP-
ING SERVICE- by certified 
Ouickbooks advisor. Call 
Kathy 897-6351 .EOWTFN 

R & R YARD CLEANUP 
- Outdoor clean up; also 
firewood for sale, $125 
cord. Tree Service. 897-
9176, 322-7560. 

JOHN DEB1AK - certified 
farrier. Horseshoeing & 
hoof trimming with twenty 
years of professional, full-
time experience. Call 897-
4290.™ 

VOCAL LESSONS 
- Preparing for an 
audition? Want to 
expand your vocal 
skills? $15/half hour 
Sally McAlpine 897-
8369. 

JIM'S FLOOR COVERING 
- 23 years experience. 
Sales & installation. Jim 
Davis, owner, 897-0737. 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m., leave mes-
sage.IFN 

FALL INTO BRENDA B'S 
DAYCARE WITH EASE 
- licensed christian home 
has openings. Come en-
joy the laughter, games 
& all around fun time at 
Brenda's. Very affordable 
rates. Call 987-9351. 

AVON '- Buy or Sell'.' 
Only $10 to start. Call 
e v e n i n g s / w e e k e n d s . 
616-897-5086, e-mail: 
AvonbySherry@atcmi. 
com, website: www.youra-
von.com/sgrimm. Great 
way to make extra $$$ for 
the holidays. 

P L U M B E R - L i -
censed, 17 years 
Experienced. Resi-
dential, Service or 
New Construction. 
Reasonable Rates. 
No emergency or 
after hours fee. Call 
Platinum Plumbing, 
897-2575.™ 

GALLERY & CUSTOM 
FRAMING - Fire and Water 
Art! 219 W. Main in Lowell. 
OPEN Wed. - Sun. 1-6 
p.m. Have your GRADU-
ATION & WEDDING photos 
framed by the "Framing 
Artist." ART, artist created 
GIFTS, art CLASSES & 
MORE, www.fire-and-wa-
ter-art.com or 890-1879.™ 

HORSE BOARDING - N. 
of Lowell, inside/outside, 
inside arena. Call Peggy 
at 616-897-5807 or 616-
915-4200. 

HANDY' REPAIR SER-
VICE - Bob Ford formally 
of Hahn Hardware is now 
doing all kinds of servie 
work at your home or busi-
ness. Free estimates. Call 
299-3198.™ 

WATSON'S HANDY-
MAN SERVICES 
Decks, doors, dry-
wall & misc. repairs. 
Basement remodels. 
Small jobs welcome. 
897-6906 . 

mailto:MissMeowsic@msn.com
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(First row, L-R) Jacob Swift, Adrian McElveen, Kyle Nichol, Torsten Boss, Zach Stephens, Ryan Olep, 
Jordan Boon, Pete Scudder, Nate Vaught and Tom Jeffrey. (Second row, L-R) Andrew, Culross, Dylan McElveen, 

Justin Corwin, Robert LaBoch, Clinton Marsh, Mike Kinsley, Justin Van Acker, Ben Canfield, Anthony Herrera 
and Randy Hogan. (Third row, L-R) Cole Wade, Nick Rempalski, Colton Hause, Bryant Johnson, Taylor Sprague, 

Connor Kruse, Agim Selimi, Torin Rix, Tom Alberts and Josh Faulkner. (Fourth row, L-R) Dan Hogan, 
Sage Fox, Mark Ford, Brandon White, Cody Chambers, Thomas Fleet, Jesse Droog and Josh Drake. 

Be There For The Game i 

M & 

I 

H 'X B £• 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
at 7:00 PM 

When The Red Arrows Battle 
The Fighting Scots at 

Caledonia High School 

HANG THIS POSTER 
IN YOUR WINDOW 

AND SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 
FOR THE RED ARROWS! 

This Page Sponsored By 

The Lowell Ledger 


