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Lowell wrestlers t

By Dan Schneider

he Lowell Red
Arrow wrestlers
defied all odds

and surprised everyone in
attendance with an upset
victory over Sparta in the
regional finals at home.

Lowell won the match
on a tiebreaker criterion,
most matches won. The final
score was 32-32.

Lowell won eight of
its 14 matches. It was the
only regional championship
match in any division in the
state to end in a tiebreaker.

Lowell co-captain
Joe Mendez passed an
individual milestone during
the match. He won his 200th
career victory, pinning Rob

Yahrmarkt in 5:25 in the

135-weight match.

The Red Arrows travel
to Battle Creek Friday to
compete in the Division 2
state finals. It’s the second
year in a row they had to get
through Sparta to get there.
This season, though, Lowell
was the underdog, and it
took a major upset win to

get back to the finals.
Regional champs,

cont'd., pg. 14

City tries

By J. Lobdell
Contributing Writer

here is one thing
city of Lowell
and Vergennes

Township residents can bet
on for this week: there will
be a public hearing on the
annexation of 177 acres
from Vergennes to the city
of Lowell.
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opple Sparta; Red Arrows bound for state

The Red Arrow wrestling team celebrates after defeating Sparta to win the regional championship. Lowell will wrestle Oxford in the first
round of the state finals Friday at the Kellogg Arena in Battle Creek.

The state  boundary
commission is set to hold the
hearing at 4 p.m. Thursday
at the City Hall. Because of
the amount of discussion
concerning the annexation,
the crowd is expected to be
large. Talks between the
city and township continue
on a 425 agreement. Such an
agreement would provide tax

sharing between the two
municipalities and through
negotiations, under what
jurisdiction and when the
property would fall.
While those talks
are ongoing, Lowell city
manager David Pasquale
said he doubts whether
any agreement will be in
place before the hearing.

“At this point, the one
thing you can be certain of
is there will be a hearing on
Thursday,” Pasquale said.

In the 425 agreement
talks, the townshipsuggested
that the two attorneys
representing Vergennes
and the city of Lowell
meet behind closed doors

to hammer out some of the |

LAAC presents conceptual plans for Riverwalk site

J. Lobdell
Contributing Writer

Proposed plans on what
to do with the space that
currently houses the Lowell
Area Chamber of Commerce
and the Department of
Public Works sign shop met
with a coel reception from
the Lowell City Council last
week.

A facilities committee
the Lowell Area
Council  presented

from
Arts

the proposed plans to the
city council. The informal
discussion  was to update
councilmembers and city
staff on what has taken place
since the initial request of
relocating the LAAC to the
city’s riverwalk across from
the Lowell showboat.

Jim White, chairman of
the LAAC facilitiescommittee,
said the plan presented was
not one “cast in stone” and
certainly may not be the final

plan that comes before the
city. White acknowledged
that there were still some
things that needed to be
ironed out before any
moving took place: one
being what would happen
to the city’s sign shop. The
space where the LAAC
proposes to move to on the
riverwalk, located next to
the Lowell Area Chamber
of Commerce, is currently
used for constructing

signs and painting, and is a
temporary shelter for stray
animals, said DPW director
Dan DesJarden.  Currently
the city has no place for the
sign shop. DesJarden said
there was some discussion
about grant money that
could be obtained to help
relocate the sign shop.
White said the LAAC is
not trying to take anything
Riverwalk plans,
cont'd., pg. 17

details in the agreement.
However, the city council
at its last meeting rejected
the idea, concerned in part
because of some of the
controversy surrounding the

annexation process and how

Homeless Fire Truck

to clear the air before annexation hearing Thursday

the city has been viewed.
At the recommendation
of councilman Jim Pfaller,

Annexation, cont'd., pg. 8
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. PORTER - Wayne C. Porter,

aged 47, of Lowell, passed
away suddenly February 21,
2005 in Orlando, Florida.
He is survived by his wife
Barbara (nee Dey); two sons
Donald of Lake Ann, Mich.,
Richard at home; brothers
Les (Debbie) Porter,
Joseph Porter, Lynn Porter;

Public notice

Residential

the private road.

41-16-028-200-008.

Sending or Receiving
$1 for 1st sheet, 50¢ each
additional sheet

The Lowell Ledger

105 N. Broadway, Lowell

VERGENNES
TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

iIs hereby given that the
Vergennes Township Planning Commission
will be holding a public hearing on Monday,
March 7, 2005 at 7:00 PM at the Township
Hall, 10381 Bailey Dr, PO Box 208, Lowell
Michigan 49331, to accept public comment
on the following applications:

Lone Pine Development Co. LLC is requesting
a zoning ordinance map amendment to rezone
properties listed below from Low Density
(R-1) to
Residential (R-2). The properties are located
abutting the southeast corner of the high
school property and running south parallel to
Alden Nash and adjacent to Pheasant Valley
Dr. The properties, consisting of 24.92 acres,
are in the southeast quarter of section 33,
parcel numbers 41-16-33-200-035, 41-16-33-
400-073 and 41-16-033-400-017.
purpose of the amendment is to allow single-
family home sites to be developed under the
R-2 zoning requirements.

David Stockreef is requesting a private road
review on the existing private Alden Pines Dr.
The Stockreef's are creating a new parcel
located at the road entrance that will front on
A land division on any
existing private road requires upgrading to the
current private road standards. Waivers are
requested on upgrading the road.
property is located at 11960 Alden Pines Dr
Lowell in the NE quarter of section 28, parcel #

The proposed zoning map amendment
application and the private road review
application is on file at the Vergennes
Township Hall and may be inspected during
regular office hours between 9:00 am and 3:00
pm Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Public
comment will be accepted at the public hearing
and written comments received by mail,. in
person or in the mail slot located at the office
entrance will also be considered if received
prior to 3:00 PM on the day of the meeting.
Comments may also be emailed to
zoning@vergennestwp.org.

Vergennes Township Planning Commission

sisters Liz-Betty (Marty)
Eckerman, Linda (Brian)
Crane; brother-in-law Mike

(Mary) Dey; sisters-in-
law Susan (Mark) Ewing,
Mary (Jim) Wernet, Laura
(Frank) Leasure, Kathe
(David) Biggs; mother-in-
law Dolores Dey; many
nieces and nephews, great-

Medium Density

The

The

nephews, cousins. Wayne
was preceded in death by his
parents Donald and Vivian
(Holmes) Porter, father-in-
law George Dey, brother-
in-law Scott Averill. Wayne
was active in football at
Mona Shores High School
and Grand Valley State
University. He remained

involved in Lowell football
programs where he served
as president of the Lowell
Youth Football as well as
a coach in the program.
Wayne encouraged his
whole family to follow

the Green Bay Packers as
avidly as he did. Whenever
possible, Wayne could be
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate

FILE NO. 04-178,968-DE

ESTATE of
Melvin Clifford Sweet
Date of birth: 05/26/1923

TO ALL CREDITORS:

NOTICETO CREDITORS:
The decedent MELVIN
CLIFFORD SWEET, who
lived at 829 Parkway Dr.,
N.E., Grand Rapids, Mich-
igan, died 12/30/2004.

Creditors cfthe decedent
are notified thatall claims
against the estate will
be forever barred unless
presented to MELVIN

SWEET, named personal
representative or pro-
posed personal repre-
sentative or to both the
probate court at 180 Ot-
tawa Ave. NW, Suite 2500,
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
and the named/proposed
personal representative
within 4 months after the
date of publication of this
notice.

02/23/2005

Craig A. Bruggink P.L.C.
P-29358

429 Turner NW

Grand Rapids, MI 49504
616-456-5048

Melvin Sweet

707 Green Acres
Bellaire, Ml 49615
231-675-6107

SYNOPSIS

REGULAR MEETING OF

THE LOWELL CITY COUNCIL
- JANUARY 18, 2005

Mayor Shores welcomed Boy Scout Troop
102. Scout Master Tim VanderWulp explained
the scouts are working toward citizenship

within the community.

Minutes of the January 3, 2005 meeting were
approved as presented and the accounts

payable were approved.

The following motions were approved:

* Motion to allocate $52,799.83 as presented
for the Beech and Ridgeview sidewalk
improvements and the North Kent Transit
assistance as well as submitting a request of
$5,000 for a Master Plan update.

* Motion to adopt the resolution for collecting
Grand Rapids Community College summer

taxes for 2005.

* Motion to strike $638.62 from the 1999

delinquent tax roll.

* Motion to adopt the resolution honoring

Michigan Municipal

League Executive

Director George D. Goodman on his

retirement.

* Motion to adopt the resolution instituting the
Clean Michigan Initiative Abandoned Well

Management program.

* Motion to adopt the resolution for entering
into grant agreement with the State of
Michigan regarding the new voting system.

 Motion to table the private street issued
involving 911, 925 and 951 Grindle for 60
days (second meeting in March) until the
developer can return to the City Council.

Motion to adjourn at 9:46 p.m. The next
regularly scheduled meeting will be Monday,

February 7, 2005.

Complete minutes are available at Lowell City
Hall, 301 E. Main St., Lowell, Ml 49331.

Betty R. Morlock, City Clerk

City of Lowell

found on a golf course. He
was a nationally recognized
and respected senior vice
president with Primerica
Financial Services for 21
years, Funeral services were
held Saturday at St. Mary
Church, Lowell, Rev.
George Fekete K and Rev.

Willie Fred Tyler officiating.
Memorial contributions
may be made to CASA, The
National Centeron Addiction
and Substance Abuse at
Columbia University, 633
Third Avenue, New York,
NY 10017-6706, www.
casacolumbia.org

Kent District Library is hosting its
second annual “Teen Poetry Contest”

during March. Between now and
March 31, teens can pick up a set of
rules and entry form at any branch,
or visit www.kdl.org. A winner will be
selected at each of the 18 branches,
and that persen will receive a $50 gift
certificate to Schuler Books & Music.
Winning entries will be posted online
and in a special 2005 poetry booklet.
For more information, call the
Kent District Library at 784-2007.

NOTE: Our Classic or Funds
Management customers are
(hgubk for a 10-basis-point
rate increase! The rate for this
is 2.85% APR (2.89% APY)!

How ahout
a little extra
summer cash?

| $500 minimum deposit required * For a limited time only
Penalty for early withdrawal « Rate as of January 24, 2005

Call your local ICNB office today!

Invest in a
5-month CD
from ICNB!

219

2.18% APY

Annual Percentage Yield

Belding Downtown: 616-794-1195

verver i HOmMetown Bankmg Southside: 616-527-9250
www.icnb.com

lonia: 616-527-0220 §

Belding West: 616-794-0890
Dexter: 616-527-1550
Lowell: 616-897-6171

Sunfield: 517-566-8025
Woodland: 269-367-4911
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New store helps you sell in cyberspace

By Dan Schneider

Selling things on the
eBay auction web site has
proven popular enough
that even in Lowell there
1S a business devoted to the
practice.

r
5%
¥
S
v

trading assistants for about
two years.

For a percentage of what
the item brings at auction
on the eBay web site, the
Reedys will photograph the
item, write a description of

“It's picking up in
business, we were filling up
at home,” Amy Reedy said.

So far, the strangest
thing they have posted on
eBay, and also the largest,
is an industrial planer from

Amy Reedy with a vase she is selling for a customer on eBay.

E-Seller4Uhasoccupied
the storefront at 119 West
Main Street since January.
The eBay web site calls
such enterprises “trading
assistants.” Amy and Don
Reedy have been selling
items on eBay since 1997
and have been registered

it, post it on the site for a
seven-day auction, handle
buyers’ questions and ship
the item. They had been
operating the posting service
out of their home, but have
since become busy enough
to need their own office
space.

a sawmill in Grand Rapids,
bought by a company in
New York state and later
shipped to the Philippines.
The piece of machinery
would have filled the entire
office. It was shipped out
of Grand Rapids in a sea-
freight cargo box. Most of

the things E-Seller4U posts
for people are smaller and
shipped via UPS.

The Reedys are not
employed by the web site
and are not a subsidiary.

“We're totally on our
own,” Reedy said.

To be trading assistants,
they had to meet criteria.
This includes keeping up a
98 percent positive feedback
rating from buyers (theirs is
99.3 percent positive).

The Reedy’s experience
with eBay also can help
people understand the
economics of selling by
online auction.

“eBay has opened up the
world,” Reedy said. “Its no
longer just the people who
can afford to travel and get
these things from people. So
it totally changes the valuing
process of items.”

Currently, the office
is open from 1 to 5 p.m.
weekdays. It's a part-
time line of work for both
Reedys. Amy works in the
Saranac schools and Don
works in real estate. But
the popularity of the service
may change that.

“It’s getting more and
more busy,” Reedy said.
“It’s going to have to be
one of our full-time jobs
shortly.”

The service has its own
web site, e-seller4u.com

Rep. Hildenbrand participates
in “March is Reading” month

State  Rep.  Dave
Hildenbrand, R-Lowell, will
be visiting local elementary
schools in the 86th District
reading to students to
promote “March is Reading”
month. “Students
are our future workers and
leaders,” said Hildenbrand.

Iin The Ledger
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“I'm excited that 1 have
the opportunity to spend
time reading to them. It is
important that each child
learn how to read. Not only
will it help them get through
school and find a job, but
reading is such a creative

outlet and helps shape our
imaginations.

“I look forward to any
chance given to me to get
into the classrooms and talk
with students. Reading to
them is a great way to show
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HUGE JOB FAIR

WHERE: Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce
113 Riverwalk Plaza
Lowell, MI

WHEN; Monday, March 7th ¢ 10 a.m. - noon

WHY: 30-40 positions available in Lowell,
Saranac, Ionia, Greenville, Lake Odessa, Cascade
and Belding areas

Seeking qualified sorters, welders, press operators,

assemblers, warehouse
associates, shipping and receiving clerks, loaders/ P
unloaders, sanders, servers, !

and much more!!

Also seeking welding, shipping, logistics ]
and production supervisors !
:
d

ALL positions are long-term and full-time.
Pay ranges from $7.00 - $10.00 for entry level.
Salary is based on experience for
supervisory openings

LA
y
If you have questions or need detailed directions, ?
please contact Axios at 616-522-0500. "
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them that when you learn to
read, you can do anything.”

For more information
on Rep. Hildenbrand, visit
his online office at www.
gophouse.com/hildenbrand.
htm. :
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COMMODIT!ESATMOOSEIM
Low income families are mmmmﬁa
Moose Lodge, 1320 E. MmMncthmMm

Call 897-5150 or 897-8754. 5

.

INDOORGARAGESALE '
ClassonOO?willsponsoranmdoagﬂ'agesale
on Saturday, March 5, 9-2 p.m. in Lowell High School
cafeteria. Admission: $1. Proceedstovendmsnd
sophomore class.

A pancake breakfast will be served at the
Wittenbach and Wege Center on Saturday, March 5,
10-2 p.m. $3. Activity booklets also $3. -

LOWELL DAY IN LAKELAND
Sunday, March 6 i§ Lowell Day at Huntington
Hills Golf and Country Club, 1 p.m. buffet. Call Mary
863-683-6336.

ACADEMIC BOOSTERS
Parents and interested persons are welcome to
attend the Academic Boosters meeting on Thursday,
March 10 at 8:30 a.m. mthevolunteerroomofthehngh
school.

GIRLS NIGHT OUT
Various merchants in Lowell are promoting a
“girls night out,” Thursday, March 10, 6-9 p.m. Call
the chamber (897-9161) or visit the website www.
lowellchamber.org.

FOODMOBILE

e S

Anyone living in the Greater Lowell m&shﬁ&d‘i
tostopattbeFoodmobileatmel.pwellFmgmmds
Foreman Building, on Saturday, March 12 between 10
and 11 a.m. to pick up free produce. Bnngownbagor
box. Distributed by ER.O.M.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST \
Lowell Senior Center is having a pancake breakfast
on Saturday, March 19 from 8-11 a.m. $2.50 includes
eggs, sausage, juice and coffee.

COMMUNITY EXPO =

Lowell Community Expo, Saturday, March 26, 9

a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at Lowell High School. Call chamber
897-9161 for application.

Lowell High School

Footloode

Marek 10, U, 12, 18 7:50 fm
Manek 19« 2:00 & 7:50
$5 Students| Senions

Tickets or Show Information - 987-2956

Lowell Performing Arts Center

11700 Vergennes, Lowell, MI 49331
Tickets on sale in the Lowell Hi

Presents

87 General Public
$8 At the Door

h School Main Office

-
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The Vision

With Shari Miller
Lowell Schools Superintendent

-We are very fortunate in the Lowell area to have strong
parent and community support. Through these articles, we try
to address areas that may be of interest to you. This week |
would like to address the work of the Board of Education and
ways in which our Board receives communication.

The Lowell Board of Education is composed of seven
members from our community. Board members participate
in a variety of meetings in order to receive information from
parents and community members. Each month the Board
conducts two regular sessions: one session is the formal Board
meeting and the second session is the Board workshop.

The regular Board meeting is where the Board conducts
business and votes upon the issues that are brought before
them. Board members also hear reports from teachers,
administrators, staff and students. Often, students are
recognized at the Board meeting for either academic
or extracurricular achievements. Principals and other
administrators attend each regular Board meeting and report
on building and department activities. Individuals have an
opportunity to address the Board of Education during the
public comment portion of the meeting. These meetings are
taped and shown on the Lowell Cable Channel.

The Board also participates each month in a workshop.
Board members roll up their sleeves and spend time discussing
current issues in the district. They gather information and
learn about business items that will be brought forward for
action in a future regular Board meeting. Board members
provide oversight for the district, set policy for the district,

CITY OF LOWELL’S POSITION ON
THE PROPOSED ANNEXATION OF 177

and monitor district activities. They review the strategic
initiatives of the district and participate in goal setting based
upon an analysis of relevant data.

Board members gather information in a variety of ways.
They serve on district committees and then report back to
the full Board. Board members also receive a Board Update
each week. The Update contains a written report of the events
of the week. Central Office Administrators Connie Gillette,
Mark Kasmer, Pam Thomas and I provide information.
Additionally, principals and other administrators write
articles each month regarding the specific work in their
schools. Building newsletters, notes from parent and student
meetings, and other relevant information are included for
Board members’ review. This type of “homework assignment”
provides Board members with a broad overview of many of
the district and school projects and activities.

Board members gather information informally.

Parents and community members often stop to talk with
Board members in the grocery store, in church, or at the
hardware. Board members receive phone calls at home and
have an email address that goes to the Board President and
then is forwarded to the rest of the Board. This email is
boardofed@lowellschools.com.

We appreciate the leadership, time and energy that our
Board members contribute to the Lowell Area Schools.

Your comments about this matter or any issue would be greatly
appreciated. Send to Superintendent Shari Miller, Lowell Area Schools,
300 High St., Lowell, Ml 49331 or smiller@lowellschools.com (check out

our Web page at www.lowellschools.com or make comments to the Board
of Education at boardofed@lowellschools.com )

T

HEALTH

With Drs. Paul Gauthier,
Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson Ill,
John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

RED WINE AND PROSTATE CANCER
Many studies have shown that moderate wine drinking
benefits the cardiovascular system by lowering the risk of heart
attack and increasing HDL (the “good” cholesterol). A recent
study from the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in
Seattle shows that men who drink four or more glasses of red

wine per week are half as likely to develop prostate cancer as
nondrinkers. The risk reduction for high grade prostate tumors
IS even more impressive.

The researchers believe the beneficial effect of red wine is
duetoresveratrol which is abundant in the skin of red grapes but
less soin white grapes. This compound isalso found in peanuts
andraspberries. Unfortunately, white wine, beerand hard liquor
seem to have no protective effect on prostate cancer.

Prostate cancerremainsaleading cause of cancer morbidity
and mortality among men. We recommend all men over the
age of 50 have annual digital rectal exams and PSA screening
(prostate blood test). If there is a family history of prostate
cancer, screening should begin at age 40. Prostate cancer is
very treatable if detected early enough.

This recent study is good news for men. Red wine in
moderation not only protects against heart disease but also
significantly decreases our risk for prostate cancer.

% %k

The secret of
happiness is
to make others
believe they are

the cause of it.
-Al Batt

ACRES NEAR THE INTERSECTION OF (-5

VERGENNES ROAD AND ALDEN NASH

Over the past several weeks, much has been written and spoken.
about the proposed annexation of 177 acres in Vergennes Township to
the City of Lowell. In an effort to clarify our position, the following public

message is provided:

First, the City has never initiated or pursued the annexation. The
developers, DuRay Development, have approached the City to provide
public utilities and ultimately annexation for new housing. DuRay has
applied to the State Boundary Commission for annexation, not the City.

Second, Vergennes Township approached the City regarding a 425

agreement which would provide a tax sharing arrangement for the

property in question. The City has met several times with township
| officials to provide such an agreement and continues to do so.

Thus, the City has not started this action, but is very supportive. The
City of Lowell can provide a full range of services including water and
sanitary sewer, police protection, electric and cable TV as well as
street maintenance. These services will be available to these new

residents of our community.

Most importantly, the City believes in cooperation with our neighbors.
We have always been a part of every initiative to foster this. The Lowell
Area Recreation Authority, which endeavors to create a community
wide trail system from Vergennes to the City through Lowell Charter
Township, has been supported strongly by the City. Further, the City
has joined the townships and the Lowell Area Schools to meet
quarterly as the Lowell Area Community Leadership Council, where
administrators and elected representatives discuss common concerns.
There has also been a long standing relationship with the Fire

Department.

In conclusion, the City of Lowell would work very hard with DuRay to
provide a quality development. Environment and iraffic concerns will
be accounted and addressed by staff as well as appointed and elected
officials. We wish to see this as a development the community can be

proud of.

David M. Pasquale, City Manager

o
WE SHIP
UPS!

Our Prices Can't Be
Beat!
Call Us for a Price
Quote!
Weight & Zip Code
Required
for a Quote

The Lowell Ledger
105 N. Broadway, 897-9261

Congratulations, Bob!

Lowell City Council

Bob Dedert shown here working on the
parallel bars with Physical Therapist, Jay
Maglasang, is a recent success story. Bob
was admitted to the Laurels of Kent after
an operation left him confined to a wheel-
chair. After receiving physical and occup-
tional therapy from the Laurels Rehab
Team, Bob is now walking independently
with no assistive devices.

M LAURELS

OF KENT
A Skilled Nursing Center

350 N. Center St. » Lowell, MI 49331 . (616) 897-8473
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Longer days and more sunshine promise the arrival of a
new season. Soon we can bike, hike, camp, golf or engage
in a number of other outdoor activities in relative comfort.

The snow and ice are melting away and ... what's this?
.. empty beer cans and discarded fast food wrappers? Yes,
unfortunately, you will probably find trash left behind in the
woods, along trails and in parking areas. It would seem that
if one is able to carry full containers in, it would be easy to
carry the empty packages out, but that logic escapes some
people. The unsightly debris will remain unless someone
picks it up.

This spring when you are out biking, walking, fishing,
scouting for turkeys, or whatever gets you out in the woods
and fields, make an effort to clean up the area. If you don't,
who will?

Be prepared to carry out trash you might find as you
roam the backcountry. Save the plastic bags from shopping
trips and stuff a bag or two in your pocket or backpack. The
bags are easy to carry, can be tied at the top, and are easily
dropped in a convenient trash container,

I believe there are more people willing to pick up trash
than those who choose to leave it behind, so if we all put
forth a little effort, the job will get done. Pitch in and help
make our time outdoors more enjoyable.
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We have lost a member of our family. My daughter’s
family recently traveled from their home in China to New
Zealand. The trip was a vacation during the Chinese New
Year holiday. Upon reaching their destination, and getting
ready for bed, it was discovered that “Hop-a-To” was
missing! My daughter has lived in mortal fear of this event
for nearly eight years. Now it had happened, and on the first
day of a long-planned vacation.

Hop-a-To is/was my granddaughter’s “security blanket.”
[ bought him as a gift when Madison (known to me, and
subsequently you readers, as Jim Smith) was born. He
came from Cousins’ Hallmark Shop in Lowell. Karin Hale,
the proprietor, helped me pick him out. Hop-a-To was an
incredibly soft, stuffed bunny rabbit. His body was pale blue
and his ears were a creamy white. He was rather expensive
and I cringed at digging that deep for a stuffed animal. Had-
I known how attached Jim would become to the fuzzy little
guy, I would have paid a hundred times the price.

From a baby, Jim always chose Hop-a-To over all the
items she had available to sleep with. When she began to
talk, the little rabbit was given the Hop-a-To tag. Our best
guess is the name came from being told rabbits go hippity-
hop, or here comes your rabbit, “hopping to you.” Whatever
the case, Hop-a-To was the little bunny’s name thereafter.

Hop-a-To wasn’t just for sleeping. If Jim was upset,
nervous, hurt, or just tired and cranky, Mom needed to have
the little blue rabbit handy. The effect Hop-a-To had on
Jim was nothing short of magical. He could calm fears. He
could dry tears. He could sweeten the foulest moods. Now
you can understand why my daughter lived in mortal fear
of losing the little fuzzball.

There were some close calls over the years. One notable
incident was at an Ann Taylor shop in a mall. Jim was having
a problem with shopping, so Hop-a-To came to the rescue.
In the confusion of checking out and rounding up children,
Hop-a-To was left behind. His absence wasn’t noticed until
bedtime. Pure panic set in!

The next morning my daughter re-traced her previous
day. Fortunately, somebody at the dress shop had enough
presence of mind to put Hop-a-To under the counter instead
of in the trash. After years of being drug around by a little
kid and sopping up tears, Hop-a-To looked like he belonged
in the trash.

Old Hop-a-To was looking pretty rough when I last saw
him in November. His stuffing was mostly missing. The
stuffing left was matted into clumps. His coat was paper
thin and faded. He had been washed way too many times.
From the number of crude repair stitches on his body, you'd
think he belonged to Dr. Frankenstein. Despite his rough
looks, he could still work that old magic on Jim.

Hop-a-To’s front paws were sewn together. Jim would
always slip her dainty little hand along his belly and through
his joined front legs. She would then palm his face like a
baseball and rub his silky little nose with the tip of her index
finger. “Presto-chango™ a sobbing kid with a skinned knee
was all better ... a crabby and whining kid settled down ... a
kid upset about having to go to bed was dozing off. He was
an amazing little rabbit.

So, what happened to Hop-a-to? On their vacation the
family flew Singapore Airlines from Singapore to New
Zealand. It was a very long flight, and the kids napped using
the airline’s pillows and blankets. My daughter’s best guess
is that Hop-a-To was rolled up in a blanket and overlooked
as she rounded up everyone’s belongings upon arrival.
Seriously, I can’t believe this happened. I think my daughter
would be more apt to leave behind Jim's little brother Boog
before she’d forget Hop-a-To.

The next day my daughter put Singapore Airlines on
full alert for the missing Hop-a-To. No luck. It appears
that he is officially missing in action. It is a sad and rather
inglorious end for such a remarkable little rabbit.

You probably wonder how Jim is doing without her
lifelong friend. Her mom says the first night was rather
traumatic. Now, it has become a life altering experience.
Jim has put up an incredibly strong front. She states matter-
of-factly that she is almost eight years old and doesn’t need
to sleep with a stuffed animal. That’s about all she has to
say on the subject of Hop-a-To. She immediately moves on
to a new topic of conversation. A very grown-up attitude,
indeed!

After reading over what I have here so far, and finding
myself forcing back a tear, I think Jim is handling the loss
of Hop-a-To better than I am.
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To The Editor

e

Dear Editor,

(In re Ledger, Feb. 9, “Downtown loses oldest ...)"
Good lord, Mr. Ford, what have you done?

The passing of the downtown hardware store by
whatever name is the fin du mond.-“Hahn’s” was always
my run of country, more than any hardware store anyplace.
They would loan - yes - loan you things. One September, |
was doing some awful high-wire painting and went in search
of an ice chopper for “prep” work. Sears at Woodland was
an early stop, but seeking something like that in the summer
...7 Almost apologetically I checked into Hahn’s, and there
she blew.”

There was also the time (I can tell it now) when I was
unsure how an oak stain would look on fixed wood in the
house. Himself told me to take it home for a try and, just
amazing, put a little thinner in the can to top it off if the stuﬁ:
was not right for the job. I bought it, however, in not one of
my wiser moves.

Descending into the establishment’s catacombs was
almost an honour. The place reminded me of my cellar but
with things of actual value.

One writer to the Ledger (Feb. 16) concerning this
disaster for traditional values said that working at the
hardware store taught him “many hard-working ethics.”
Give it up, fella. Every time I get interested in hard work,
disaster inevitably follows. ’

Bob Ford made only one material error in the interview,
referring to the new stuff on the west side of town as

“progress” which finally overwhelmed him. Not much of

those developments, sir, are progress. I see it everywhere, so
ours is not a significant human advance. Bon voyage.

L Respectfully,

G. M. Ross

Editor,

Is anyone else tired of hearing about the DuRay
Development? Nobody wants to see building in our
backyards. But did you buy or build a house in Lowell? If
you did, you either directly or indirectly developed a piece
of land yourself. You ruined somebody’s view, place to hike
or some critter’s habitat. What we say is, if you like the
view, buy it. It worked for us. Please stop the whining!

Sincerely,
Beth Hovey

Dear Editor,

After attending the land annexation info. session Feb. 16,
[ feel compelled to express a “heads up” to the community at
large and particularly to those who own or earn their living
at a business in Lowell. As printed in the Ledger a couple of
weeks ago and confirmed by the developer last night, if the
proposed 177 acres are annexed to the city, it is the intent
of DuRay to request high density zoning for a development
complete with commercial/retail/ office/doctor buildings. In
other words, a “mini-me” town just north of town. Hundreds
of new consumers that won’t need to visit existing sources.
Good-bye increased sales and night skies. Hello Lowell tax
increase to provide governmental services? In Michigan,
it costs an average of $1.35 for every $1.00 collected in
taxes.

Also, I wish to respond to Bradley Potter’s letter in the
Feb. 16 Ledger. Concerned citizens are not saying that the
land must never be developed! The hope is to keep it a part
of Vergennes and be developed with density per their master
plan for the good of the entire area, with buffer zones and
no commercial spaces. Trails and parks to be enjoyed by all
would be a nice bonus (“no trespassing” signs unnecessary).
The developer says he will build with green spaces, but it
was revealed that he is fighting a lawsuit for reneging on this
very issue in a development in Gaines Charter Township.

To The Editor, cont’d., pg. 9

Tue Lowers Leocer Marcu 2, 2005 Pace §

Ledger Entries

of 125, 100, 75, 50 & 25 Years Ago

1 ety 2

Priscilla
Lussmyer

125 YEARS THE WEEKLY JOURNAL
MARCH 3, 1880
“A lady is studying in the state university who came all
the way from Germany for that purpose.”
More rain and more mud this week.
There are several new ads in this week’s Journal, says
the editor.
John Nash of Bowne shot an eagle weighing 15 pounds
with a seven-foot wingspread.
Sixty-six men have died in Michigan’s pine woods this
winter.
100 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER
MARCH 2, 1905
The C. Guy Perry’s entertained the Moonshine Pedro
Club Thursday evening.
And the Fred McKay’s entertained the Poverty Club
and the Jolly Twenty Club Saturday evening.

Mrs. Halsted was thrown from a sleigh on Main'Street,

fracturing a bone in her left limb.

Work on the Grand Rapids and Ionia Electric Line will
begin as soon as weather permits, Pres. Hopkins says. It will
include three bridges over the Grand River and one over the
Thornapple.

Lowell Light and Power minimum charge is $5 a
month.

75 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER
AND THE ALTO SOLO
FEBRUARY 27, 1930

There are 235 postal werkers and their wives who enjoy
a banquet at City Hall at the first meeting of the year for the
Michigan Inter-County Postal Workers.

Methodists celebrate Washington’s birthday with 125
attending a banquet and program.

Lowell Granite Co. installs a large air compressor and
the latest sandblasting equipment, to meet demand.

The Legion Post is buying 10,000 pine seedlings to
plant on land surrounding the village.

The old Smyrna dam breaks off under ice and water
pressure and is being patched until the new dam is finished.

50 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER
MARCH 3, 1955

The postwar increase in birthrates is now bulging
attendance up through the fourth grade, says Supt. Gumser.

The Masons are sponsoring a dance at the Masonic Hall
Friday with Bob Mattison’s orchestra.

Boston Township has a big problem with uncontrolled
dumping and has been told that a zoning ordinance would
be the best solution.

Alto makes plans for a Ground Observer Corps and will
build a tower for the operation.

It’s time to register for spring elections.

25 YEARS THE GRAND VALLEY LEDGER
FEBRUARY 27, 1980

Lowell’s ice hockey team beats Forest Hills Central for
the Ford cup.

It’s moving time for St. Mary’s; services will be held in
the new church, starting this Sunday.

Kimberley and Christopher Kamphuis, along with
several other children born in Korea, become naturalized
citizens in Grand Rapids Federal Court.

Farmers can get the latest livestock reports, updated
three times a day, by calling a Lansing telephone number.

Kent Skills Center gets a brand new, damaged-in-transit
El Camino from Chevrolet.
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Newlyweds Jessica and James Roush pictured with
their wedding party at Bucuti Beach, Aruba.

Mathews/Sells

Al and Jayne Mathews
of Lowell are pleased to
announce the engagement
of their daughter Abbey
Mathews, of Lowell, to Chris
Sells, of Norton Shores.

The bride-elect
graduated from Lowell High
Schoolin2001. She attended
Cornerstone University and
is currently attending Grand
Rapids Community College,

where she will graduate in
December 2005.

The future groom is
the son of Bruce and Susan
Sells of Norton Shores.
He graduated from Mona
Shores High School in 2000,
is attending Muskegon
Community College and
will graduate in May 2006.

A wedding is planned
for June 4, 2005.

Bucuti Beach Resort’s
“Dream Beach of the World”
on the island of Aruba was the
setting foraromantic wedding
for Jessica and James Roush,
of Lowell.

Vows were exchanged
during an intimate wed-

cian and the bride works in
[P Telephony. She received
her business degree in June
of 2004.

“Aruba is a beautiful
island and the warmth of the
people made it a perfect place
to start our lives as a married

Lend A Hand
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Chris Sells and Abbey Mathews

to participate in a 10-week summer teen volunteer
program. The program runs June 15 through Aug. 26.
Teens may choose two 4-hour assignments in a variety
of patient-contact and staff support areas.

An information meeting will be held in the hospital s
conference room on April 14 at 7 p.m. Registration is

[ — “Harp Throbs and Celtic Lore”
i nga CantS/ at Franciscan Life Process Center

Lovers of the harp and those who enjoy the frolicking lyrics of Irish music should
reserve their seats soon for “Harp Throbs and Celtic Lore,” the Franciscan Life
Process Center’s musical event which celebrates the coming of St. Patrick’s Day.

Bagpipes played by Celtic multi-instrumentalist Dave Stuart O’Neil will welcome
guests to the Saturday, March 12 (7 p.m.) and Sunday, March 13 (3 p.m.) performances
at the center, 11650 Downes St.

Thirteen harpists will play Irish music in solo, duets and group harmony, while a
vocalist and other instrumentalists add variety to each day’s performance.

The talent of music educators and music therapists on staff at the center will also
be on display for your enjoyment.

Tickets are $15 per person, $25 for a couple, and $50 for a family of four or
more. Coffee, tea, punch and dessert are included. Proceeds benefit the center’s music
programming which offers music therapy for persons with autism or other special
needs. For tickets, call the center at 897-7842.

Pictured are children listening intently as Sister Mary Margaret Delaski, F.S.E,
practices a portion of music she will perform during “Harp Throbs and Celtic Lore.”
After learning how a harp works, each child was invited to make their own music by
strumming and picking the strings.

Applications being accepted for Rotary Club scholarships'

university

ding ceremony on August
6, 2004.

The groom is an electri-

Dr. Roger La Warre

couple. We hope to return to
Aruba and Bucuti to celebrate
many anniversaries.”

Metropolitan Hospital in Grand Rapids is In
need of friendly, energetic reliable teens, ages 14-18,

[t is almost as if we unintentionally, I believe, see ourselves
worshiping Jesus over and above worshiping God - almost
like there are two separate entities. This is unfortunate, when
it happens, for two reasons. One, the early church did not
worship but one, true and almighty God, the Lord of life and
death, the conqueror of all that is evil and sinful -
of grace and mercy, forgiveness and power. We, on the other

the God

necessary to attend. Call Barb Wingard at 252-7009 for
more information or contact your school counselor for
a pre-application.

There is an invitation that these two verses bring to

“all people. It is an invitation to let go of the mind-set, the
innuendos and the phobias that cause us to condemn others
until they measure up to our own standards. It is an invitation
to know that God is not going to abandon us - never has
abandoned us - to our worst instincts or mean spiritedness.
It is an invitation to know that who ever you are, God, in the

The Rotary Club not

of Lowell Community
Foundation is accepting
applications  for  four
Rotary Club of Lowell
scholarships.

One scholarship is
specifically for a student
attending Cornerstone
University in the fall,
while the other three are

A grade point average of

specific.
All applicants must be a
graduating senior attending
Lowell High School or a
graduating senior, living
in the Lowell Area School
District, attending any
public, private, charter or
home-based school.

The Rotary Club has
been awarding scholarships

e 'é‘ 3
»’ collt N

to graduating LHS seniors
since 1997.

“We are pleased to
increase the number of
scholarships which will be
awarded, and hope that area
students, upon graduation,
will return to Lowell to be
leaders in the community,”
said Greg Flick, chairman of

the Rotary Club of Lowell
Community  Foundation.
“The scholarship has been
set up as an endowment and
we look forward to granting
scholarships for years to
come.”

For more information
on the scholarships or to
obtain an application, write

the Rotary Club of Lowell

Community  Foundation,
P.O. Box 223, Lowell, MI
49331, or contact the Social

MARCH 1: Barak Brown,

Services Center at Lowell
High School. Applications
must be postmarked by April
1, 2005.
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Fire truck will stay in storage until new home is constructed

By J. Lobdell
Contributing Writer

The - city’s 1946 fire
engine isn’t in its usual
display spot on Main Street
anymore. That’s because
with the relocation of
Touch of Country, the fire
engine had to be moved and
put in storage until a new
home could be found—or
as fire chief Frank Martin
hopes, constructed.

“King Milling was
very generous to let us
display the engine there
for the past several years,”
Martin said, “and we
always knew there would
come a time when it might
have to be moved.” That
time came a few weeks
ago when the Lowell Area
Fire Department relocated
the truck from the building
at Broadway and Main.

This was the first time since
2000 the truck has left the
building. That year, the fire
truck was used in the funeral
procession of former fire
chief Frank Baker.

On Friday, Martin

Annexation, cont’d...From Page 1

away, adding that future
plans include looking at
where the sign shop could be
relocated. The proposal calls
for the chamber to retain all
of its space at 113 Riverwalk
Plaza. It would gain an extra
office, but would keep its
gallery space and separate
entrance. White said this
would be done because the
chamber wants to maintain
its own autonomy by having
its own space.

When first approached
in April about creating

said he drove the truck to
a storage place in Lowell
Township, where it will
be until its new home is
completed, a task Martin is
now working on.

“What I want to do with

space for the LAAC, part
of the concept, as several
councilmembers noted, was
that it would create some
shared space for the LAAC
and the chamber.  “With
the arts council there [on the
riverwalk], it would give
both the arts council and the
chamber more exposure,”
said councilman Charles
Myers.

At the same time, Myers
said since the building is
owned by the city, he saw
this new created space as an

it is create a glass house
that would be located near
the Look Memorial Fire
Station,” Martin said.

City manager David
Pasquale said this is similar
to a structure that the city of

opportunity for the city to be
able to offer another meeting
site to the community.
"There would still be
some shared space," said
LAAC executive director
Lorain Smalligan. A second
entrance would open up
into an area that would be
part of the LAAC gallery
and behind, there would be
a shared copy machine and
workspace for volunteers of
both organizations to use.
The gallery space would
take up about 1,940 square

Mt. Pleasant created for an
antique fire truck it owned
during his tenure there.
Martin envisions a
pavilion with glass on the
sides and lighting inside so
people could view the engine

feet running mainly across
the front of the building.
Behind the gallery would be
a meeting room and LAAC
offices. A third entrance
would lead to public
restrooms which would be
open during special events
and other activities.

White said this was
only a conceptual idea with
the committee planning to
move into the next phase of
putting together drawings
and looking at costs.

at night. The building would
also be designed so the truck
could be taken out and used
in parades and other city
functions. Moving the truck

Fire truck, cont’d., pg. 17

Smalligan said the plan
shown to the council at
its Tuesday night meeting
was the fifth drawing done.
White said by the time the
final plans are completed,
the project could look
different again.

Both  White and
Smalligan said the LAAC
planned to maintain its
currently  location  on
Broadway as well as have
the second location on

Riverwalk Plaza.
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To the Editor, continued... From Page 5

Also, an overwhelming number of those rightfully
concerned about annexation are people that have lived here
for 30+ years or have moved into homes built long ago and
have not contributed to urban sprawl one bit! If newcomers
live in areas that were planned to be high density, so be it.
The objection is this is not environmentally- nor location-
appropriate land to change to city density for the inordinate
richness of a few at the expense of so much.

This is a critical location, and now is the imperative
time to band together to expand in an intelligent way.
What happens here sets the tone for future development
of all touching parcels, perhaps even if only connected by
a sly “hanging chad.” With hundreds more adjacent acres
owned by people ok with city annexation, and the city of
Lowell eager to gobble that land, Lowell businesses had
best beware indeed; they may face the same fate as Hahn
Hardware and so many others when consumers are diverted
to other shopping areas!

Daina Ward

Dear Editor,

Thank you for printing my letter to the editor in your
Feb. 23 issue. A telephone caller asked me to clarify a
potentially misleading statement in my letter. I wrote,
“The city of Lowell is seeking to annex 177 acres from
Vergennes Township to be used for a high density, mixed

use development by DuRay Developers.” The city of Lowell
did not initiate the paperwork for this annexation. Only the
landowner, a majority of persons owning land located on the
property, or a prospective landowner with a valid option to
purchase may legally submit the actual application to annex.
DuRay Developers submitted the paperwork requesting
annexation with the blessing and full cooperation of the city
of Lowell.

The caller made no comment about the city of Lowell’s
desire to increase service expenses beyond the income
received from this development. The caller made ‘no
comment about the city of Lowell’s desire to place new
commercial ventures in an area lying outside downtown
Lowell. The caller made no comment about the demand this
development will place on the Lowell sewer system.

Don’t substitute finger-pointing for legitimate self-
interest. This development is a terrible idea for the city of
Lowell. It’s a terrible idea for Vergennes Township. Please
come to the Michigan Boundary Commission hearing on
Thursday, March 3 at 4 p.m. at Lowell City Hall. Tell the
boundary commissioners how you feel about increasing
your expenses, limiting your ability to attract new industry,
threatening your downtown development, and alienating
your neighbors. This isn’t good for anybody.

Carolyn Medendorp
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A dinner theatre production of "Escanaba in da Moonlight" will be presented by the
Lowell Area Arts Council's Thebes Players later this month. The play by Jeff Daniels is

being directed by Jim Ball and produced by Debra Duiven.

The hilarious comedy is a tall tale of humor, horror and heart with a super Yooper cast:
Albert Soady (Ken Parrish), Reuben Soady (Jim Ball), Remnar Soady (Leonard Cradit),
Jimmer Negamanee (Rick Davenport), Ranger Tom (Rick Thomson) and Wolf Moon Dance

(Anne Hoyt).

The production will be held at Larkin’s Other Place, 301 W. Main St. on Friday and
Saturday, March 11, 12, 18, 19. Doors open for dinner at 6:30 p.m.; the play begins at 7:30
p.m. There is also a Sunday matinee, March 13. Dinner is at 12:30 p.m.; the play begins at

1:30 p.m.

Dinner and theatre tickets are $21-26; theatre tickets only: $8-10. Reservations are

The menu consists of pasties, white and red chili, salad bar, dessert, coffee, tea and

soda. A cash bar is available as well.

To purchase tickets call or visit the Lowell Area Arts Council at 149 S. Hudson, Lowell ‘

897-8545 or visit the website: www.lowellartscouncil.org

Cast members pictured left to right are: Albert Soady (Ken !
Parrish), Reuben Soady (Jim Ball), Remnar Soady (Leonard Cradit) '-

and Ranger Tom (Rick Thomson).

School library receives
donation for new books

The Alto Lions Club donated $500 to the Alto
School Library to purchase new Accelerated
Reading (AR) books for its students. Pictured
at right in the library are Alto Elementary
students Kathy Mosher, Sydney Bishop,
Kendall Solon, Jason Strickland and Josh Gee
enjoying the new books. Every year the Lions
Club generously donates time and money to the
school library media program.

LOWELL
AREA SCHOOLS

Community members and parents are
invited to attend school meetings
regarding the 2005-06 budget.
Learn more about the budget process
and contribute ideas on how to prepare
for next year’s budget.

Alto School - March 3 - 7:00 p.m.
Secondary Schools (Middle School, High
School, Unity) at Lowell Middle School
Media Center - March 7 - 7:00 p.m.

Bushnell/Cherry Creek at Cherry Creek -
March 8 - 6:30 p.m.

Murray Lake School - March 29 - 6:30 p.m.

Woodland

LHS junior is LIVE 5 logo contest winner

Austin Blough won the bridge logo contest sponsored Communities,” was chosen from among 15 entries. He
by the Lowell Leadership Institute for Volunteer received a $500 savings bond donated by Ionia County
Excellence (LIVE 5), now in its fifth year. He is pictured National Bank as well as a prize package donated by

with Amanda Geiger, a member of the LIVE
marketing committee, which .
.4ging Commyp;,.

eja Salon, North Country Trail Association, Pep Talk,
Flat River Grill, Little Caesar’s, E-Seller4U

conceived of the logo contest ri t.Q and Springrove Variety. Geiger is
as a way to promote the class’s B ' N handing Blough a certificate denoting
bridge project. The bridge ' ‘ the amount of the savings bond.

will be built in the Cooper
Preserve
and will later become
part of the Lowell Area

Trailway.  Blough’s LIVES LARA
submission, with the “S—., —
slogan “Bridging

A TRUSTED TRADITION OF AFFORDABLE,

PERSONALIZED, AND COMFORTABLE CARE
LIFETIME DENTAL EXCELLENCE

* Professionally Trained, Caring, and Courteous Staff

* State-of-the-Art Procedures, Instruments, and Techniques

* Cosmetic Care: Porcelain Veneers, Bonding, and Whitening

* Mercury-Free Dentistry * Filtered Water Lines

* Orthodontic Care (Braces) * Wisdom Teeth Extraction

* Implants * TM] (Jaw Pain Therapy)

* Treatment of Periodontal Disease (Latest Non-Surgical Techniques Available)
* Dentures * Partials * Root Canals * Crowns and Bridges

* Emergencies Accepted * Convenient Payment Plans

‘ 113_“,,(:,3' * Serving the Area Since 1981
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© 2004 chrisad

SILLAN  (616) 897-8491

copyright

A junior at Lowell High School,
Blough recently placed second in the
regional graphic design competition
of Business Professionals of America.
Lowell High School students

e o0k four of the top five places.

¢ Subscription /
~ tothe
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a great last ©~
minute gift!
In county is
only $15 for _}
ayear! '\
Call us
today!
897-9261

Shop closing and community
effort provide costumes

galore for LHS drama dept.

By Dan Schnerder

The drama department
at Lowell High School
purchased all of the costumes
in a costume shop recently.

Five pink rabbit suits,
12 Santa outfits, chicken
and tiger costumes, clown
suits, jester suits, an Elvis
suit, a variety of polyester
and thin-lapelled tuxedos
.. wigs, hats, yoda mask.
All told, they purchased
more than 400 full costumes
and about 1,500 individual
costume pieces—for the low,
low price of $5,000.

It was unclear at press
time . whether the Elvis
costume was from his early
years, the Vegas years, or if
it was the black leather suit
from the 1968 Comeback
Special.  Whatever  the
nature of the Elvis costume,
however, it is clear that
purchasing the contents of
the Illusions Costume Shop
has made the costume room
at Lowell High School a lot
more crowded.

In cooperation with the
Lowell Area Arts Council’s
Thebes Players, the LHS
drama department bought
the costumes after the shop

«closed  last - December. It
took 24 volunteers three
weeks in January to move
all the costumes from the
storefront on Center Street
NE in Grand Rapids to
Lowell. Before that could
happen, Lowell Performing
Arts Center director George
Hommowun had to make
modifications to the costume
and prop storage room at the
high school. The purchase
roughly quadrupled the size
of their costume collection.

49331.

3:00 p.m.

49331, or

VERGENNES

TOWNSHIP
NOTICE

The Vergennes Township Board will hold a
public hearing for comment on the proposed
2005-06 budget during a special meeting of
the board to be held March 7, 2005 at 6:00
p.m. The board meets at the township offices
located at 10381 Bailey Drive, Lowell, MI

Copies of the proposed budget are available
at the Township Hall
Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to

Written comments will be accepted if received
by 6 pm on March 7th by the Township Clerk.
They can be sent to PO Box 208, Lowell, Ml
by e-mail to

clerk@vergennestwp.org.

Vergennes Township Clerk

The mass acquisition
of costumes had its genesis
last December when Carol
Drenth  returned some
costumes to the shop.

“We've been going there
for the last few years to rent
things,” Drenth said.

The high school drama

department first rented
1950s-style,  thin-lapelled
suits from Illusions for

the 2003 production of
“Grease.” The most recent
costumes had been rented
for the fall production of
“As You Like It.” The shop’s
owner, Dave Scoby, said
he was planning to sell the
building. Drenth wondered
what would become of the
costumes.

A price was agreed
upon. The arts council paid
up front for the costumes,
and fundraising efforts are
underway to reimburse the
cost. The community has
been enthusiastic from the
outset.

“Everybody thought it
would be a no-brainer, easy
to get done,” Hommowun
said.

Donations from the
community have already
exceeded $1,000. The
Lowell Area Community
Fund granted $1,500 and
the Lowell Education
Foundation, $750. Both
the arts council and the
drama department are still
accepting donations. Among
the fundraising ideas 1is
to recruit LHS actors to
wear the costumes around
for the March 26 Lowell
Community Expo.

The real community
effort was in moving the
behemoth collection from

on Mondays,

Mari C. Stone

Grand Rapids to Lowell, and
in making sense of it once it
arrived.

“We might have spent
two or three hours just
sorting the wigs,” Drenth
said.

Costumes were found in
every nook and cranny of the
shop. Volunteers discovered
military hats in drawers
near the ceiling in one of the
back rooms. An elaborate
robe was discovered under
boxes of heating and cooling
parts, Scoby’s main line of
business.

Scoby renamed the
shop Illusions when he
bought it in 1993. It had
previously been called Otte
and VanHaften. In about a
century of existence, the
shop has occupied several
different  storefronts in
Grand Rapids. Volunteers
discovered hat boxes from
the turn of the 19th century
with the name “Madeline-
Jeanne Custom Made Hats.”
Many of the costumes are
old, as well. The collection
includes costumes from
an Elizabethan theater in
Chicago.

“We probably preserved
a bit of history because this
costume shop has a history
that goes back to probably
the 19th century,” Drenth
explained.

A total of 275 volunteer
hours have been logged
to date in what Drenth
dubbed “Project Costumes,”
Volunteers have included
high school drama parents,
members of the Thebes
Players and supporters of

Come to the

Tulawmbmunal,“fﬁni__ o ':'

Cast members from the spring musical “Footloose” model some of the costumes
purchased. Pictured are Cassie Vredevoogd (flapper girl), Alden Nyson (gangster),
Joe Mull (penguin), Autumn Nethercott (can-can dancer), Ramsey Charrouf (dog),
Brent Sutterfield (King Arthur) and Ashleigh Jack (well-dressed woman with big hat).
“Footloose,” which features entirely different costumes, opens March 10 at the Lowell
High School Performing Arts Center.

the arts council. Several
volunteers have devoted
more than one entire day to
the project.

“This happened because
Lowell supporters of the arts
came together very quickly,
very positively, and very
productively to make this
happen,” Drenth said.

| WHEN February 27 - March 5

the risk of cancer.

Know your Body Mass Index (BMI) and its cancer
connections. Join us to have your BMI calculated
and learn about the link between your weight and

Lowell
Lowell Nazarene Church « 201 N. Washington

Thursday - 5:30 p.m.
Meetings also in Ada and more!

@GeightWatchers

(800) 651-6000 * www.ww-wmi.com

©2005 Weight Watchers and POINTS are reglstered
trademarks of Weight Watchers International, Inc. All rights reserved.

Donations of materials
to organize the costumes
have come from a variety
of places. Curtis Cleaners
in Lowell donated hangers.
Meijer donated boxes and
hangers. Alticor donated
boxes.

The drama department

plans to raise additional
money for the continued
upkeep of its costumes,
including dry cleaning
and such. They may set

up a means to rent out

the costumes to raise

maintenance money.

AND

LOWELL

No. 05-__1

| Construction Code.

after this publication.

CITY OF
LOWELL

KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ADOPTION AND SUMMARY
OF AMENDMENT TO SECTIONS 11.5-3
11.5-5 OF CHAPTER
“HISTORIC DISTRICT,” OF THE CODE
OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF

The Lowell City Council adopted Ordinance
amending Sections 11.5-3 and |
11.5-5 of Chapter 11.5, “Historic District,” of
the Code of Ordinances of the City of Lowell
on February 22, 2005. Ordinance No. 05-_1
requires certification by applicants proposing
work on historic resources subject to the
provisions of Chapter 11.5 that such resource
will contain a smoke alarm or fire alarm
system meeting the requirements of the State

Ordinance No. 05-\ 1

o

11.5,

is effective ten days

Betty R. Morlock
- City Clerk
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Notices in b‘io' “Coming
Events” are free fo any
nonprofit organization in
the Lowell, Ada, Alfo &
Saranac areas. Keep no-
tices brief; may submit by
mail, but will accept no-

tices by phone at897-9261.

SUN.: Tri-town Conserva-
tion Club trap & skeet
league, 5616 Dunn Rd. 12-
5 p.m. Call Larry at
754-7104. Publicwelcome.

SUN.: V.F.W. Post 8303
Bingo. Doorsopen:11a.m.;
1st game: 1 p.m. at Lowell
Veterans Center, 3116
Alden Nash S.E. Every
Sunday except holidays.

MON.: LHS Fellowship of
Christian Athletes &
Friends, 7-8:30 p.m. in
homes. Call 676-1355.

MON.: Women's over 30
drop-in basketball, 7-9:30
p.m. at Cherry Creek El-
ementary. Call Dave
(YMCA) 897-8445. Fee $3.

MON.: Boy Scout Troop
102, 11 & up or completing
5th grade, meets 7-8:30
p.m. at Scout Cabin, end
of N. Washington St. Call
Tim Vanderwulp at 897-
4302 for more info.

MON.: Lowell Board of
Education meets 7 p.m. in
Administration Building,
300 ngh Street

1ST MON V F.W. Post
#8303, 3116 Alden Nash
S.E.at7p.m.

2ND MON.: Bowne Town-
ship Historical Society
meets 7:30 at historic
museum,84th/AldenNash.

3RD MON.: Fallasburg His-
. torical Society board
meetings at chamber of-
fice or Fallasburg, 7 p.m.
Allinvited.Call 897-7161 for
info. or location.

3RD MON.: Women of the
Moose meetingat7:30p.m.

-~ 3RD MON.: Peripheral
Neuropathy supportgroup,
7 p.m. Next meeting Feb.
21 at Schneider Manor
Community Rm., 725
Bowes. Dorothy 897-9794.

3RD MON.: Lowell Show-
boat Garden Club meets at
7 p.m. at Lowell Church of
the Nazarene in the Fel-
lowship Hall.

4TH MON.: Clark-Ellis
American Legion Post 152,
.~ 3100 Alden Mash S.E. at
- 7:30 p.m.

TUES.: Take Off Pounds
Sensibly Tops MI#372
meets at Key Heights Mo-
bile Home Park Community
Bldg. Weigh-ins 5:45 p.m.

_TUES.: Cub Scout Pack
3188 at 1st United Meth-
odist Church, 6:30 p.m.
Cubmaster Bruce Doll,
897-9782 / email: bruce @
imagesofvision.com.

TUES.: Flat River
Woodcarvers meet at
LAAC from 6:30-8:30p.m.

TUES.: Women's Commu-
nity Bible Study. Free
nursery and preschool
story hour/craft time 9:45 -
11:15 a.m./women only at
7:15p.m.Calvary Christian

Reformed Church. Call

897-7060 or 897-7555.

1ST TUES.: Grattan His-
torical Society at O'Brien
Room of Grattan Township
Hall, 12050 Old Belding Rd.
Public invited.

1ST TUES.: Diabetic Sup-
portgroup, 9:30-10:30a.m.
Schneider Manor Commu-
nity Rm., 725 Bowes Rd.
897-2760 or 897-9160.

1ST TUES.: Adults with
AD/HD at Calvin College,
7-9 p.m. Call Gary Engle
at 897-6325 or 248-2423.

1ST & 3RD TUES.: Lowell
Lions Club, 6:30 p.m., Look
Memorial Fire Station, 315
S. Hudson St.

2ND TUES.: G.R. Chapter
of the American Sewing
Guild, Plainfield Senior
Center, 5255 Grand River
Dr. NE, 6:30 social; 7 p.m.
meeting/program. Call
Olga616-975-9977 orJune
231-780-1249 for more in-

formation.

2ND & 3RD TUES.: Qua-
Ke-Zik Sportsman’s Club,
11400 Foreman Rd. at 8
p.m. New members are
welcome.

2ND & 4TH TUES.: MOPS
- Mothers of Preschoolers
... because mothering mat-
ters. 9:15-11:30 a.m. at
Impact, a Wesleyan
Church, 1070 N. Hudson.
Call 897-8304.

2ND & 4TH TUES.:
Saranac Needlers,
needleart/quilting bee, 5-
8:30 p.m., 4 Health
Wellness Center, Bridge
St., Saranac. All are wel-
come. Contact Bev or
Melissa, 642-6466. Light
dinner is provided.

2ND &4THTUES.: Knights
of Columbus #7719 at St.
Mary School at 7:30 p.m.

3RD TUES.: Parents of
children w/AD/HD at St.
Luke's Lutheran Church,
32156 4 Mile NE/ E.
Beltline) at 7 p.m. Call
Linda: 874-5662; teen
group: Sarah 281-6588.

EVERY OTHER WED.:
6:45-8:45 p.m. G.E.M.S.
Girls Club - Calvary Chris-
tian Reformed Church.
Ages 8-13. Call 897-8694.

WED.: Rotary meets at
noon, Lowell Masonic
Temple, 119 Lincoln Lake.

WED.: 8 p.m. ALANON
upstairs at 1st Congrega-
tional Church, 404 N
Hudson St.

WED.: Tri-town Conserva-
tion Club trap & skeet
league, 5616 Dunn Rd. 6-
10 p.m.Larry 754-7104.

2ND WED.: Kent County
Youth Fair Board meeting,
7:30 p.m., King Memorial
Youth Center, 4-H Fair-
grounds. Call 897-6050.

2ND WED.: Lowell
Women's Club, noon in
Schneider Manor Commu-
nity Room, 725 Bowes Rd.

2ND WED.: Support group
for Peripheral Neuropathy,
4 p.m., St. Paul's Anglican
Catholic Church, Grand
Rapids.Dorothy 897-9794.

THURS.: Weight Watch-
ers at Lowell Nazarene
Church, 201 N. Washing-
ton St. 5:30 p.m. Register
1/2 hr. before the meeting.
For info. 1-800-651-6000.

THURS.: Saranac Area
Musicians and Singers
practice at Saranac High
School Band Rm. Choir:6-
7 p.m./band:7-8. Kathy
Maatman, 897-5981.

THURS.: Pottery classes
at Franciscan Life Process
Center, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
897-7842.

THURS.: St. Mary's Preg-
nancy Crisis Center, 402
Amity St., non-denomina-
tional help for pregnant
women/adolescents,11
a.m.-3 p.m.; Mondays:
5:30-8 p.m. 897-9393.

1ST THURS.: Michigan
Hepatitis C Foundation
support meetings, 7-8:30
p.m. Spectrum Health Kent
Community Campus, 750
Fuller NE.

1ST THURS.: 4-H drama
club meeting, Lowell
Middle School choir room.
Call 897-1502 after 5 p.m.

1ST & 3RD THURS.: Alto
Lions Club meets at
Annalaine’s on S. Alden
Nash Ave. at 7 p.m.

2NDTHURS.:N.A.R.F.E,,
1:30 p.m., Trinity Lutheran
Church, 2700 E. Fulton.

2ND THURS.: Loyal Order
of the Moose, men’s meet-
ing at 7:30 p.m.

2ND THURS.: Genealogy-
Alto Family Tree Club at
Alto Library, 6:30-8 p.m.

3RD THURS.: 4 Health
Wellness Center in
Saranac. “Parenting For
Success”, 7-8:30 p.m.
Topic: Education for Ex-
ceptional Child -IEPC
Process. Call 642-6466 for
info.

3RD THURS.: Rubber
stamping at Christian Life
Center 6-9 p.m. Call Dawn
at 862-8841.

3RDTHURS.: VFW #8303
Ladies Auxiliary, 3116
Alden Nash S.E. at 3 p.m.

3RD THURS.: Parents
Supporting Parents group,
Franciscan Life Process
Center. Call 897-7842.

3RD THURS.: Laleche
League of Ada, Cascade,
Lowell 6:30 p.m. socializ-
ing; meeting 7. Support for
pregnant/breastfeeding
women, Ada 752-8300.

FRI.: Arts/Crafts volun-
teers at Franciscan Life
Process Center, 9:30a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Call Pat or Judy
at 897-7842.

2ND SAT.: Ada Historical
Society, 10:30 a.m. at
Averill Historical Museum,
7144 Headley, Ada.

2ND SAT.: Lowell Ama-
teur Radio Club, Lowell
Airport, 730 Lincoln Lake
NE. 9 a.m. social time; 10
a.m. meeting. LARC spon-
sors 145.27 MHz area
radio repeater system.

3RD SAT.: Scrapbooking
the holidays,one Saturday
only, March 19, 10-5 p.m.
at 4Health Wellness Cen-
ter in Saranac. Bring
scrapbooking supplies,
pictures and sack lunch.
Call 642-6466 1o register.

FRI.,, SAT. AND SUN.:
Averill Historical Museum
of Ada, 7144 Headley, 1-4
p.m. or by appointment.
Call 676-9346.

LOWELL AREA HIS-
TORICAL MUSEUM:
Tues., Sat. & Sun.1-4;
Thurs., 1-8. Families: $10;
individuals $3; 5-17 $1.50;
members free.897-7688.

ENGLEHARDTLIBRARY
HOURS: Mon.- Wed.,12 -
8 p.m.;Thurs.and Fri.:9:30
-5 p.m.; Sat.: 9:30-2:30
p.m. 200 N. Monroe. Call
647-3920.

ALTOLIBRARYHOURS:
Mon. & Sat. 9:30 - 1:30
p.m.; Tues. & Wed. 12-8
p.m.; Thurs. 1-5 p.m.

LOWELL AREA ARTS
COUNCIL: Tues.- Fri.: 12
- 5 p.m,; Sat, 1-4 p.m.
Monday / a.m. by appt.
149 S. Hudson. 897-8545
or www. lowell
artscouncil.org.

LOWELL SERENITY
CLUB MEETINGS: (AA)
Mon., Wed., Thurs: 12-1 &
8-9 p.m.; Tues./Fri:12-1,
4:30-5:30 & 8-9 p.m.; Sat./
Sun.: 10-11 a.m. & 8-9
p.m.; (NA) Mon./Thurs., 6-
7:30 p.m. 101 W. Main.
897-8565.

FLAT RIVER OUT-
REACH MINISTRIES
THRIFT SHOP HOURS:
Wed.- Fri. 12-6 p.m.; Sat.
10 am.- 2 p.m. 519 E.
Main St. Call 897-2037.

THURS., MARCH 3: Free
food commodities for low
income families, 9 a.m.- 4
p.m. 1320 E. Main (Moose
Lodge). 897-5150 or 897-

8754. Show proof of in-
come; S.S.#'s required.

THURS., MARCH 3:
Vergennes Cooperative
Club will meet in
Schneider Manor Activity
Room at 1 p.m. Program:
Jean Shores.

SAT., MARCH 5: Indoor
Garage Sale at LHS caf-
eteria, 9-2 p.m. Adm.: $1.
Sponsoredby Class of ‘07.
Concession open.

SAT., MARCH 5: Maple
Syrup Festival at
Wittenbach and Wege
Center, 10 am. -2 p.m.
Pancake breakfast $3; ac-
tivity booklet, $3.

SUN., MARCH 6: Lowell
Day in Lakeland, 1 p.m.
buffet at Huntington Hills
Golf and Country Club,
Duff Rd. 863-683-6336
Mary.

MON., MARCH 7: Ath-
letic Booster Club regular
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meetingin high school staff
lounge at 7 p.m.

THURS.,MARCH 10: Low-
ell 1st United Methodist
Church will hold a seminar
at 7 p.m. inthe Wesley Hall
on social security or in se-
curity. Open to the public,
no charge, free will offering
to cover expenses.

THURS.,MARCH 10: Aca-
demic Boosters willmeet at
8:30a.m. involunteerroom
of the high school. Parents
and those interested are
welcome to attend.

THURS.,MARCH 10: Girls
Night Out, 6-9 p.m. at vari-
ous businesses in Lowell.
Info.: call Liz at the cham-
ber at 897-9161 or www.
lowellchamber.org.

SAT., MARCH 19: Pan-
cake breakfast at Lowell
Senior Center, 8-11 a.m.
$2.50 includes eggs, sau-
sage, juice and coffee.

LOWELL LEDGER
OFFICE HOURS:

M-Th: 8 a.m. -5 p.m
‘Fri:8a.m.-4p.m.:
|~ * CLOSED SAT. &
SUN.

| LOWELL SENIOR NEIGHBORS CALENDAR

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

MON.: 9:00a.m. Walk at
Woodland Mall.

TUES.: 9:00 a.m. Walk
at Woodland Mall; 12:45
p.m. Bible Study.

SPECIAL EVENTS

WED.,,
a.m. Blood Pressure; 11
a.m. & 1 p.m. Math
Games; 12:45p.m. Shop
Meijer.

FRI., MARCH 4: 9 a.m.
Bowling; 12:45 p.m.
Bingo; 4:30 p.m. Deer
Run Fish Fry.

MON., MARCH 7: 10
a.m. Advisory Council;
12p.m. PotatoBar; 12:45
p.m. Games at Center.

TUES.,MARCHB8:10:15
a.m. Reading Grandpar-
ents: 4:30 p.m. Sam'’s
Joint.

WED., MARCH 9: 8:30

a.m. Traveling Breakfast
Brandywine; 11a.m. & 1

897-5949

MARCH 2: 10 . p.m. Math Games.

THURS.: 9:00a.m. Walk/
Shop at Malls; 9:30 a.m.
Crafts; 1:00 p.m. Euchre.

FRI.: 9:00 a.m. Walk at
Woodland Mall.

i
FRI.,,MARCH11:10a.m.
Community Senior Neigh-
bors Lunch; 12:45 p.m.
Bingo.

MON.,MARCH 14: 12:45
p.m. Shop World Market
& Steak & Shake.

TUES.,MARCH15:10:15
a.m. Reading Grandpar-
ents.

WED., MARCH 16:
Bosnia Shoppers, 12:45
p.m. Games at Center;
12:45 p.m. Shop Meijer.

THURS., MARCH 17:
4:30 p.m. St. Patrick's
Stew Dinner.

Sl . -
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Public hearing seeks community input on land annexation

By Dan Schneider

Lowell area residents
will get a chance Thursday
to weigh in on the petitioned
annexation to the city of
Lowell of 177 acres in
Vergennes Township.

The state boundary
commission, the governing
body charged withevaluating
such petitions, will hold a
public hearing March 3 at 4
p.m. in the council chambers
of Lowell City Hall. The
public testimony is part of
what the commission takes
into account when making its
recommendation to approve
or deny the annexation
petition.

The parcel of land
in question is located on
the comer of Alden Nash

Avenue and Vergennes
Street. It consists of an L-
shaped piece connected at
one corner to a rectangular
piece which backs up to
property of Cherry Creek
Elementary School.

A Kentwood developer,
DuRay Development, LLC,
filed the petition for the
annexation last October. The
company has an option to buy
the land. DuRay owner Rob
Munger said the company
wants the annexation so
a development built there
would have access to city
utilities and fire and police
protection.

Opponents  of the
annexation have been

outspoken since news of
the petition broke. They

hold that the annexation
is merely an attempt to
side-step township zoning
standards in favor of the
city’s, which allows higher
density. Munger has said
on the record that with the
township keeping the zoning
rights, it would interfere
with his company’s plans
for the project.

He also said he has
received positive feedback
aboutbuildingadevelopment
at the site.

“I'havehadatremendous
number of phone calls of
support,” Munger said. “I
had one guy call in the other
day who said this is going
to be one of the biggest
economic things to hit
Lowell and we need it.”

Munger listed some of
these benefits as creation
of construction ‘jobs and
population growth to benefit
the retail in town. Still, he
doesn’t expect too many
from the public to turn out
in favor of the development
at Thursday’s meeting.

“Unless someone has
a gripe ... they don’t talk,”
Munger said. “And I haven’t
been asking anyone to show
up on our behalf.”

But opponents expect
their kindred to be out in
truckloads. ‘

“Developers often talk
about  things like ‘new
urbanism’ and ‘village
concept’ and ‘walkable
community’  development
but we already have that right

in the city of Lowell,” said
Marsha Wilcox, a member
of Vergennes Township’s
open space committee, “It
doesn’t seem really even
sensible to take a big flying
leap out into the oountry and
set up anotner one. it's caiied
urban sprawl and it’s never

good for the core city.”
The boundary
commission, composed

of representation from the
county and state, will hear
comments from the three
pacties involved-Vergennes
Township, the city of Lowell
and DuRay Development-in
addition to public comment.

“They take them

under consideration when
several months later they
and make their

meet

commission  manager

Written comments
can be submitted on the
case for 30 days following
the hearing. After April 4,
DuRay Deveiopmeni wiii
have seven days to make
rebuttals on issues raised
in the public hearing and
written comments.

It usuvally takes a
few months before the
commission meets to make
its recommendations to the
director of the department of
labor and economic growth.
Once the case is in the
director’s hands, it is usually
a couple of weeks before the
decision is made.
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B School teacher Cinda Bender.

Watercraft renewals are easy online

With the start of the
boating season just weeks
away, Secretary of State Terri
Lynn Land is encouraging
residents to take advantage
of the convenience and time
savings provided by online

watercraft registration
renewal.
Owners of  boats,

including personal water-

craft, can now renew online
at www.Michigan.gov/sos
as of March 1. Registration
decals are mailed within 10
days.

All  watercraft on
Michigan waters must be
registered except:

* Watercraft 18 feet or
less, propelled by oars
or paddles, and not used

% %k

At the height of laughter, the universe is flung into
a kaleidoscope of new possibilities.

-Jean Houston

BOWNE
TOWNSHIP

WILL BE TAKING BIDS FOR
TOWNSHIP AND CEMETERY
MAINTENANCE

Bids will be accepted through March 18,
2005 for proposals for the purpose of care

and maintenance of

the Bowne Center

Cemetery, the Fire Station, Historic Township
Hall and Colby park for the fiscal year of §

2005-2006.

Please contact the township

office at 616-868-6846 between the hours of
9-12 and 1-5 on Wednesday and Thursday
and 9-12 on Friday for a list of specifications.

Sandra L. Kowalczyk

Bowne Township Clerk

for rental or commercial
purposes

¢ Non-motorized  canoes
and kayaks not used for
rental or commercial
purposes

* Rafts,
sailboards,
floats,

length

surfboards,
and swim
regardless  of

* Watercraft registered in
another state and used only
temporarily in Michigan.

The notices include
instructions for renewing
online, along with a personal
identification numberneeded
to use the system. Payment
is by VISA, MasterCard or

Discover credit cards.

It's What
Hometowh

Banking is
All Al)oul

Marilyn McDougall,
assistant office manager

. »8 at ICNB's Lowell office,

takes time out of her
busy work schedule to
serve on the board of
directors for the Lowell
Area Chamber of
Commerce. As a board
member, Marilyn helps
the Chamber plan
upcoming community
events and offers her
professional experience
to help businesses in the
Lowell area build
SUCCEss.

If you are a business owner
looking for financial success,
give Marilyn a call today!

616-897-6171

BOWNE TOWNSHIP

NOTICE
BOARD OF REVIEW

The Board of Review of Bowne Township
will meet at the Township Hall,
8240 Alden Nash SE on

TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2005 11:00 A.M.
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2005
9:00 A.M. TO 12:00 NOON
1:00 P.M. TO 4:00 P.M.
6:00 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M.
(EVENING HOURS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)

FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 2005
9:00 AM. TO 12:00 NOON

For the purpose of reviewing the tax roll and
hearing all claims. You may appeal your
assessed valuation one of (2) ways:

By letter addressed to the Bowne Township
Supervisor and received by him prior
to March 7, 2005, or by appearing in
person on one of the dates the
Board of Review meets.

The tentative real property assessment
ratios and assessment Multipliers are:

Agricultural Ratio

47.04 Multiplier 1.0629

Commercial Ratio 41.46 Multiplier 1.2177

Industrial Ratio

49.25 Multiplier 1.0152

Residential Ratio 47.86 Multiplier 1.0447
Dennis McKelvey-Assessor
Christian Wenger-Supervisor

Bowne Township
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Regional Champs, continued... From Page I

Lowell’s Brock Graham
knew right where it came
from after he won a key upset
at 189 with a 6-4 decision
over Sparta’s Zac Ridgeway.

“The team.” he said. “I
just fed off the energy from
the team.”

That energy started with
the first match of the final.
There had been rumblings
of it in Lowell’'s 39-18
victory over Northview in

P <
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the semifinal, when in the
130-weight match Justin
Boss pinned Dustin Miller,
an opponent who had pinned
him in the first round of their
last meeting.

The finals match started
with a thrilling upset at 275.
Dominic Doyle held his own
through three rounds against
Sparta’s Dan McCotter, then
tied the match on a last-
second reversal and near-fall.

Notice

Lowell Area Residents

There will be a Public Hearing in front of the State of Michigan
Boundary Commission on Thursday, March 3, 2005, at 4:00 PM in the
Lowell City Hall Council Chambers regarding the proposed
annexation of 177 acres from Vergennes Township to the City of
Lowell for the reported purpose of a mixed-use high-density
development. You are encouraged to give your opinion on this matter,
and may do so in person or in writing. For information on the land
proposed for annexation and to review the issues important to
Vergennes Township, please visit the Township’'s web site at

Doyle scored a takedown in
the tiebreaker to put Lowell
up 3-0.

Ray Seese won by pin
in 1:54 in the 103-weight
match to put Lowell up 9-
0. Rob Karasiewicz major
decisioned _Sparta’s Cody
Stamann at 119. That put
Lowell up 13-6 after Sparta’s
Dustin Canterbury pinned
Cory Fitzpatrick in the 112
match.

= .

Lowell’s Ryan Karasiewicz faced off against Sparta’s Samuel Sokolowski. Karasiewicz

.. won the match in overtime.

Mike Thomas and Boss
were pinned at 125 and 130,
respectively, by Sparta’s
Armock twins, Matt and
Mark.

Mendez'’s pin put Lowell
on top 19-18.

Chris Roeloffs lost a
major decision to Sparta’s
Tyler Plew at 140.

A key match for
Lowell was at 145. Ryan
Karasiewicz and Sparta’s
Sam Sokolowski battled to
a 2-2 tie. Karasiewicz: won
with a takedown.

“I knew I had to throw
something,” the Lowell co-
captain said. “He beat me
8-0 last time. I wanted that
match back bad.”

The win tied the score
at 22.

Sparta’s Jason Brew
pinned Jon Fleet in 3:49 at
152. Then Lowell's Alex

Lowell’s Joe Mendez ttepts to put Sp

Fleet lost a 15-5 major
decision  against  Kyle
Vanderhyde.

Matt Francisco scored a
major decision for Lowell,
18-6 in the 171-weight
match. That set up Graham's
match with Ridgeway.

Then Ryan Esbaugh
won the three points Lowell
needed with an 8-6 decision
over Jordan Morse.

It was an uphill fight for
the victory, but Lowell coach
Dave Strejc said, “Our kids
like to fight uphill. There were
four major upsets starting
with heavyweight. These
kids gave it everything that
they had to give tonight.”

Sparta didn’t, according
to coach Ron Helmboldt.

“I would say Lowell
deserved to win,” Helmboldt
said. “We were the better
team coming in and I still

arta’s Rob Yahrmarkt on his back.

think we're the better team.
We just didn't prove it
tonight.”

Lowell will take on
Oxford Friday night at the
state quarterfinals in the
Kellogg Arena in Battle
Creek. The match starts at
7:45 p.m.

Oxford made it past Flint
Kearsley 38-37 to make it to
the state finals.

Two Lowell wrestlers
qualified for the individual
state finals, Saturday at
Muskegon Reeths Puffer.

Mendez won a regional
championship at 135 by
defeating Sparta’s Yahrmarkt
9-4. Seese will be going to
the state finals as well at 103.
He lost a 4-0 decision in the
consolation final to Forest
Hills Northern’s Jerrod
Hoxie, but finished in the top
four to qualify for state.

By Dan Schneider

In its last home regular
season game, the Lowell
varsity basketball team did
what it had been unable to
do all season while beating
Cedar Springs 41-34.

It wasn’t the win,
however, that was important—
Lowell had done that seven
times prior to the game,
including beating Cedar
Springs earlier in the season.
Friday’s win was significant
because Lowell stopped a

rally and kept its lead to
the buzzer. Seven times this
season, the Red Arrows had
led at the two-minute mark,
only to end up losing the
game.

Lowell held the lead
solidly throughout the first
half. But the Redhawks came
roaring back and closed the
gap to two points in the final
minutes. The Red Arrows
held on for the victory.

“We now have a monkey
off our back because it was a

close game with two minutes
left and we sealed the deal,”
said Lowell coach Jeff
McDonald. “I’'m ecstatic for
our seniors to get a win out
here on the last night of the
regular season.”

He was referring to
Kyler Krieg, Keven Gilman,
Shane Stokes and Mike
Koster. Koster led Lowell
offensively with 13 points.

Cedar Springs coach

Andy Secor credited the
Lowell defense for frustrating

his Redhawks in the first half
of the game.

“I just thought we were
extremely impatient in the
first half offensively,” Secor
said. “Lowell’s a very good
defensive team and usually
when you come down the
floor the first or second pass,
you're not going to get a shot
against a defensive team.”

According to McDonald,
it wasn’t easy to force the
Redhawks to be patient.

“It was a slow, grind-
it-out kind of game ... they
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Red Arrows stop late run, beat Cedar Springs at home

really made us work and stay
in our stance, and that takes
a lot out of you,” McDonald
said. “They make you work,
they make you fight through
screens like crazy.”

The Cedar Springs
defense did a good job
defending Lowell’s guard
play. But Lowell was able to
takeadvantage of mismatches
inside.

“There’s not a lot of
nights when we feel like we
have an advantage in the
paint and we felt like we

had that tonight,” McDonald
explained.

Lowell lost its final
game of the regular season at
Middleville by a score of 49-
38. Josh Hettinga and Mike
McElroy each scored eight
points for the Arrows in the
OK Gold crossover game.

Lowell is hosting the
district  tournament  this
week, with second-round
action starting Wednesday
night. Lowell played Forest
Hills Northern in first-round
action Tuesday night.

—
o,

WWW.vergennestwp.org.

Above, left: Lowell’s Mike Koster sinks a reverse
layup in the second quarter of last Tuesday's game against
Cedar Springs.

What to expect if you attend:

Lowell City, Vergennes Twp, and the Applicant (the developer) will
each have about 20 minutes to give a presentation of their
individual points of view.

Above, right: Lowell’s Brad Shea is mauled by Cedar
Springs' defenders as he goes up for a shot. He made the
shot and sunk a free throw to complete the three-point

play.

ish somebody could help you put your

* The meeting will then be opened to public comment. You will be

ar insurance puzzle together?
asked to sign in if you wish to address the commission.

IN ONE VISIT

..oIMPLE!

"If I bad known it would be this easy, I wouldn’t
have put off getting a crown for so long. One visit

We recommend you support your point of view with something in

Insurance agency representing
writing to leave with the commission.

re

Auto-Owners Insurance

The number of people speaking does matter to the outcome. The
hearing will continue until all are given the opportunity to speak.

Apartments

All apartments on one level
Senior citizen friendly
Large 940 s.f. - 2 bedroom, 1 bath

Company, we’re up to the

challenge. For peace-of-mind

If you speak: be straightforward, be factual and be brief. Emotional

_ protection and all your
outbursts reflect negatively.

-
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insurance needs, contact

g and it was done. The crown fits and looks great.
;"3 You can submit other material after the hearing. The public us today! Huge 1400 s.f. - 3 bedroom, 2 bath I have my smile back...simple!"
H comment portion of the hearing remains open for 30 days Laundry room with washer/dryer
e 4 : , i
# afterwards; contact Mari Stone, Vergennes Township Clerk, at 897- ‘A“’o'W !"”‘fm”"e attached garage, covered porches
5671 x2 or clerk@vergennestwp.org for more information. LEQ tonpe Lge ENmins garage, ;

(800) 804-3322 Tel. 897-4835 * 147 North Center Street . *. Lowell

2 IRt Ml k" all kitchen appliances included. L
« It may be 30 days or more before the Boundary Commission’s , :
decision is made, so don't expect a result that night. Regal Insm.ance Agency Contact: F(]milq Denfisllm; ol[ I_owe" j
Mari Stone 835 W. Main St. * Lowell, MI 49331 : Michael Nosko at 616-682-1581 - ANN WILSON, D.D.S. - 1
Vergennes Township Clerk (616) 897-9259 www.maplewoodsquar eapts.oom :

..............................
..........................



http://www.verQennestwD.ora
mailto:clerk@veraennestwD.ora
http://www.maplewoodsquareapts.com
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Hockey season comes to a close with two tough losses
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Snowshoeing third-graders stay 4
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By Dan Schneider

The Lowell-Caledonia
hockey team finished out
its season with losses
to Northview and East
Kentwood.

the Wildcats beat Lowell-
Caledonia 8-1 at Griff’s Ice
House in Grand Rapids. The

Red Arrows were playing
without starting center Ted
McCoy. McCoy was resting
an ankle injury for the East
Kentwood game.

“Of course, that takes
away from our offensive
capabilities,” said Lowell-
Caledonia coach Mike
Ballard.

Lowell scored a goal

and kept it close for most
of the first quarter. But
defensive mistakes toward
the end allowed Northview
to get ahead 3-1. A few more
defensive mistakes cost
Lowell-Caledonia goals in
the second period. In the
third period, the priority was
getting all the players ice
time.

“We just went with the
full roster and had everybody
playing and having fun from
there,” Ballard said.

Going into Monday’s
game at East Kentwood,
Ballard knew it was going
to be a rocky road against
a team that played in the
first tier of the OK hockey
league.

“Our goal there is to
just be competitive and give
them the best game we can
and stick in there,” he said.

Lowell-Caledonia lost
the game against the Falcons
11-1, which brought the
2004-2005 season to a
close.

“I's been an up and
down season but hopefully

the younger guys were
able to learn something
playing on the varsity level
and we’ll be ready for next
year,” Ballard said. “Cory
Kowalski is definitely our
most improved player this
year in the nets and we're
looking forward to having
him back for next year.”

Volleyball wins crossover, falls in first round of district play
Late start stalls Red Arrows in tournament match against Mount Pleasant

By Dan Schneider

The Lowell varsity
volleyball team’s season
came to an end last Saturday
in Mount Pleasant in the
first round of the district
tournament.

The Red Arrows fell to
host Mount Pleasant in three

games 25-16, 25-17, 25-
19. Going in, Lowell coach
Gigi Peal had expected all
the teams to be contenders.
Rockford went on to win
the district championship,
defeating Cadillac three
games to one.

Peal said the Arrows

struggled with nerves in the
tournament.
~ “They didn’t really get
into it and start playing until
halfway through the third
game which was too late,”
Peal said.

Taylor Verdon had ‘23
assists for Lowell and five

service aces. Samantha Mol
led Lowell in kills with 10;
Kristin Johnson followed
with nine. Katie McElroy
had 16 digs for Lowell
defensively.

Lowell beat Byron
Center in a crossover match
last Monday.

Club forms to support boys basketball,

By Dan Schneider

There is now a club
in Lowell formed with the
intention of supporting its
boys basketball program.

Similar to the
Touchdown Club but for

held at City Hall on:

The following

assessments:
Commercial Property
Industrial Property
Residential Property
Personal Property

o

CITY OF
LOWELL

NOTICE OF MEETING OF
BOARD OF REVIEW

The Lowell City Board of Review will meet to
receive and review the various Assessment
Rolls for 2005 at City Hall on:

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2005
AT 10:00 A.M.

A second meeting, for the purpose of hearing
appeals and a continuation thereof, will be

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2005
FROM
9:30A.M. - 12:00 PM.,,
AND 1:30 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.
AND
6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M., if necessary

Appeals may be made by letter or on forms
available at City Hall. Letters and/or forms
must be submitted not later than March 11,
2005. A personal appearance is not required.

ratios and multipliers are
expected for Real and Personal Property

C. Jeanne Shores, Mayor
James Marfia, Assessor

basketball, the 3-Point Club
is looking for members and
planning its first fundraising
event.

“Several people have
watched coach  (Jeff)
McDonald up there working

50.00% 1.0000
50.00% 1.0000
50.00% 1.0000
50.00% 1.0000

his butt off and raising the
level of the program,” said
Nat Rich, one of the club’s
organizers.

The 3-Point Club’s
organizers feel Lowell
boys basketball needs more
resources to progress 1o
further levels. The club’s
goal is to raise some of those
resources by consolidating
Lowell’s enthusiasm for
basketball.

“There are a lot of
people who support the
basketball team but there
was no organization to
put it all together,” Rich
explained.

The club will support
K-12 boys basketball. This

includes funding things
such as basketball camps,
clinics, purchasing uniforms
and training materials, and
sponsoring teams in spring
and summer basketball
leagues. The club also
plans to hire in specialized
basketball teachers from
time to time.

On March 20, the club
will host its first fundraiser
in the Freshman Center at
Lowell High School. It’s
a March Madness family
party, with televisions and a
projection screen displaying
the NCAA tournament’s
Sweet 16 games. The event
includesall-you-can-eatfood
and the main and auxiliary

In three games that
were all close as the score
grew higher, the Red Arrows
prevailed 25-18, 25-20, 25-
18.

“They were all close
games, it was just a nice
night,” said Peal.

She saw the team

coming together as well as
they have all season, calling
it “probably one of the best
matches we’ve put together
all year.”

“I had girls doing stuff
that we’ve been working on
all year and we finally got it
into the game.”

first event planned

gyms open for basketball for
all ages. Varsity basketball
players will be on hand to
play H-O-R-S-E and other
hoops games. Admission is
$15 for adults, $11 for high
school students and $8 for
students grades K-8.

The 3-Point  Club
is in the process now of
registering with the state
of Michigan as a non-
profit organization. It will
organize future fundraisers
and seek donations to raise
money for the basketball
program. Club membership
is currently $25.

“If we can have a
fraction of the success the
Touchdown Club has had,

that would be a good thing,”
Rich said. “The biggest
thing is to find people to
help out.”

Needed in particular are
a treasurer, a merchandise
coordinator and a publicist.

For now, the club’s
focus is on boys basketball,
but it could expand, Rich
said, .once it gets “on its
feet.”

“We have great respect
for what Dee Crowley has
done in this town,” he said.

For more information
about the upcoming March
Madness fundraiser or the 3-
Point Club in general, send
an e-mail to threepointclub
@bigsprings.net.

LHS senior earns academic all-state honors

Lowell High School
senior Kendra Gallert
was  recently  awarded

academic all-state honors
by the Basketball Coaches
Association of Michigan. To

e —

earn the award, basketball
players must maintain a
grade point average (GPA)
of 3.5 or above and be named
to an all-state basketball
team. Gallert has a 3.87
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GPA and was named to the
Associated Press first team
all-state.

The point guard was one
of only nine girls from Class
A schools to receive the

award and the only Class A
player from West Michigan
to receive it.

Gallert holds school
records for career assists
(255) and most three-point

. baskets in a season (60).

A four-year varsity player,
Gallert scored 899 career
points. The Lowell girls
basketball team was 85-10
over the four seasons she
played.

| voiced my opinion in
the Ledger Sound Off
column! You Can tool
Call 8970787 s leave
a meseage on the
anewering machine or
on the website:

www.lowellbuyersquide.com
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Third grade students from St. Patrick
School learned the art of snowshoeing at
the Wittenbach Center on February 23,
They attended with their physical education
teacher Missy Harrison, who is part of the
Share-Time program at Lowell. The Lowell
[Elementary physical education teachers are
promoting student participation in healthy
activities for lifelong fitness. At right, the
third grade physical education class of
Missy Harrison is ready to hike the trails at
the Wittenbach Center. ‘

Fire truck,
continued... From Page 8

in and out of the building on
Main Street was somewhat
difficult, the reason why
the truck was not always
available for city events, he
explained.

The new structure may
be located either on the
grassy area between the fire
station and the Department
of Public Works (S. Hudson)
or on the south side of the
fire station.

During the next few
months,  Martin  hopes
to secure plans for the
structure and then determine
costs. Along with possible
donations to keep costs
down, he plans to seek
funding from such funds as

the Look Memorial Fund and
other community sources.

“I'm  hoping the
community sees our need
for this,” Martin said.

While not the first fire
truck owned by the city,
the 1946 truck is the oldest
one owned by the city of
Lowell. At the time, Martin
said it was a state-of-the-
art truck and today is still
in good working order,
although it is not used for
fire emergencies.

About eight vyears
ago, the city had the truck
restored by Lowell Auto and
has used it as a show piece
since then.

Riverwalk plans,
continued... From Page 1

away, adding that future
plans include looking at
where the sign shop could be
relocated. The proposal calls
for the chamber to retain all
of its space at 113 Riverwalk
Plaza. It would gain an extra
office, but would keep its
gallery space and separate
entrance. White said this
would be done because the
chamber wants to maintain
its own autonomy by having
its own space.

When first approached
in April about creating
space for the LAAC, part
of the concept, as several
councilmembers noted, was
that it would create some
shared space for the LAAC
and the chamber.  “With
the arts council there [on the
riverwalk], it would give
both the arts council and the
chamber more exposure,”
said councilman Charles
Myers.

At the same time, Myers
said since the building is
owned by the city, he saw
this new created space as an
opportunity for the city to be
able to offer another meeting
site to the community.

"There would still be
some shared space," said
LAAC executive director
Lorain Smalligan. A second

entrance would open up
into an area that would be
part of the LAAC gallery
and behind, there would be
a shared copy machine and
workspace for volunteers of
both organizations to use.

The gallery space would
take up about 1,940 square
feet running mainly across
the front of the building.
Behind the gallery would be
a meeting room and LAAC
offices. A third entrance
would lead to public
restrooms which would be
open during special events
and other activities.

White said this was
only a conceptual idea with
the committee planning to
move into the next phase of
putting together drawings
and looking at costs.

Smalligan said the plan
shown to the council at
its Tuesday night meeting
was the fifth drawing done.
White said by the time the
final plans are completed,
the project could look
different again. Both White
and Smalligan said the
LAAC planned to maintain
its currently location on
Broadway as well as have
the second location on
Riverwalk Plaza.
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Sportsmen’s caucus to focus on state’s outdoor heritage

Recently the Michigan
Legislative ~ Sportsmen’s
Caucus was joined by State
Rep. Dave Hildenbrand, R-
Lowell, to focus on ways to
protect Michigan’s outdoor
heritage. .

The sportsmen’s caucus,
a bipartisan organization
formed to protect the rights of
hunters, anglers and trappers,
is made up of members in

VERGENNES
TOWNSHIP

NOTICE
BOARD OF REVIEW

THE BOARD OF REVIEW
OF VERGENNES TOWNSHIP
WILL MEET AT THE VERGENNES
TOWNSHIP HALL
10381 BAILEY DRIVE, LOWELL, MI, 49331
ON

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2005

between the hours of 9 a.m. and 12 p.m.
and from
1 p.m. to 4 p.m., and also on

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2005

between the hours of 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.
and from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. for the

purpose of reviewing the tax

roll and hearing all claims.

You may appeal an assessed
valuatjon one of two ways:

1. To appear at the Board of Review,
call 897-5671 on Monday, Wednesday or
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to schedule
an appointment to appear in person.

1. By letter addressed to:
Vergennes Township Assessor

P.O. Box 208

Lowell, Ml 49331-0208

Letters must be received by March 11, 2005

Mari Stone
Vergennes Township Clerk

the Michigan House and
Senate. The Republican
co-chairs are state Sen.
Michelle McManus, R-Lake
Leelanau, and state Rep.
David Palsrok, R- Manistee.

“There is a rich heritage
of sportsmanship in my
district,” Hildenbrand said.
“Growing up hunting and
fishing in Kent County, I
remember the time spent

with family and friends on
the lakes and streams, in the
woods, and fields. Those
experiences are some of my
most memorable, and I want
to do all I can to ensure that

LOWELL
CHARTER
TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF MARCH
BOARD OF REVIEW

The March board of review of Lowell
Township will meet at the
Lowell Township Hall on:

the next generation has the
same chance to appreciate
the land and water we’ve
been blessed with in
Michigan.”

TUESDAY, MARCH 15, 2005

Between the hours of 9 a.m. and 12 noon
and 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2005

Between the hours of 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.
and 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. for
the purpose of reviewing the tax
roll and hearing all claims.

You may appeal assessed
valuation one of two ways:

| 1.) To appear at the Board of Review, call
on Tuesday or Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., (616) 897-7600, to schedule an
appointment

OR

2.) By letter addressed to:
Lowell Township/Assessor
2910 Alden Nash SE

Lowell, MI 49331

*MUST BE RECEIVED PRIOR
TO MARCH 11, 2005

Linda Regan
Lowell Township Clerk
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Middle school holds assemblies
for “Respect YES!” campaign

By Dan Schneider

A series of assemblies
took place last Friday at

Lowell Middle School
addressing the topic of
respect.

There were three hour-
long assemblies, one for
each grade level at the
middle school. Skits, video
clips and recitations focused
students’ attention on the
character trait respect, and
principal Linda Warren
dressed as Aretha Franklin.

“It's one of those
character traits that
encompasses all the other
character traits,” explained
middle school counselor
Sheila Dubbink.

Dubbink and fellow
counselor Lara Roesfler,
along with the teachers’
climate committee, have
helped the school’s diversity

GRATTAN
TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF REVIEW
NOTICE

THE BOARD OF REVIEW OF GRATTAN
TOWNSHIP WILL MEET AT THE
GRATTAN TOWNSHIP HALL
12050 OLD BELDING ROAD
BELDING, MI 48809 ON

TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2005
Between the hours of 11 a.m.
and 12 noon
To receive the assessment roll
And
TUESDAY, MARCH 15, 2005
Between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 12 noon
And
From 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. for the purpose
Of reviewing the assessment roll and
Hearing all claims
Additional Hearings will be scheduled
For 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. if required.

You may appeal your assessed valuation
In person or by letter addressed to
The Board of Review,

12050 Old Belding Rd.,

Belding, MI 48809

Written appeals must be received by
March 4, 2005

Those wishing to appeal in person should

call the Township office at

691-8450 before
March 15, 2005 to prearrange an
appointment.
Tentative Ratio Tentative Multiplier
Agriculture 50.00 1.0000
| Commercial 50.00 1.0000
Residential 50.00 1.0000

Tentative Equalization Factor Is 1.000000
James Marfia
Assessor, Grattan Twp.
Frank Force
Supervisor, Grattan Twp.

council put on a “Respect
YES!” campaign throughout
the current school year.
YES stands for “Yourself,
Each other and School.”
The diversity council at the
middle school consists of 31
students, with representation
for each grade.

In addition to the
hour-long assemblies,
Respect YES has included
presentations” and other
activities during each of the
contact classes. Through
the program, Dubbink
and Roesfler have talked
to the three grades on the
subjects of anti-bullying
(sixth graders), respect
(seventh graders) and sexual
harassmént (eighth graders).

This is the first year of
the Respect YES! program at
the middle school. Dubbink
said it will be developed into

a three-year program over
the next two years.

“Each year we’ll add
something new,” she said.

Students and staff wore
Respect YES! T-shirts for
the event. Lowell High
School assistant principal
Kevin Pearson printed the
shirts, which the students
purchased at-cost before the
assembly.

Spectrum Graphics in
Grand Rapids donated a
20-foot-long banner with a
Respect YES! logo for the
middle school. Signed by
all the students, the banner
now hangs in the school
cafeteria.

Lowell Middle School sixth grade student Jillian O’Haire reads the opening stanzas
of “My Declaration of Self-Esteem,” a poem by Virginia Satire. The reading was part
of a respect assembly that took place last Friday at the middle school. The five girls

read the poem shortly before principal Linda Warren sang “Respect” dressed as

Aretha Franklin.
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Anything Goes

Opinion Forum

897;2787

To the lady in the white Grand Prix who dropped grandkids at

Cherry Creek last Thursday: The speed limit on Gee Dr. is 25 MPH.

Passing a car right after the turn off Lincoln Lake is dangerous.

Thank you coach and Mrs. McDonald for all your time and energy

on Saturdays with the sixth grade basketball teams. Great coaching.

www.lowellbuyersguide.com

| 'Inventor) Reductzon S‘ale.
3 1-800-693-2754

www.michigandutchbams.com

Leading
~ West Michigan
in Quality!

Michigan "Dulch” Barns

SYNOPSIS

REGULAR MEETING OF

THE LOWELL CITY COUNCIL
FEBRUARY 7, 2005
Minutes of the January 18, 2005 meeting were
approved as corrected and the accounts
payable were approved.

The following motions were approved:

* Motion to set a public hearing for February
22, 2005 to consider an ordinance
amendment to the Historic District
Ordinance.

* Motion to approve the resolution to amend
the Oakwood Cemetery Rules
Regulations regarding repurchasing
cemetery grave spaces for $100 per space.

* Motion to approve the secondhand dealer
license for Daily Cash Outlet, 423 W. Main
for a period of one year.

Motion to adjourn at 8:03 p.m. The next
regularly scheduled meeting will be Tuesday,
February 22, 2005.

Complete minutes are available at Lowell City
Hall, 301 E. Main St., Lowell, Ml 49331

, Betty R. Morlock, City Clerk
@‘ City of Lowell

It’s so fun to see the snowmen and other snow creations around
town. I really enjoy driving around and seeing all your creations.

I really miss Sound Off when it’s not in the paper.
It has become one of my favorite sections.

Keep sports off the front page. They have a section of their own -
keep it there. You don’t see news in the sports section.

Freshman (Eastside) parents last Tuesday (2/22) night - Where were

you? There were only about 50 there. Teachers gave an excellent
presentation on your kids’ upcoming Service Learning project.
Make the effort! Don’t whine when your kids start going down the
wrong road-you have to get involved!

Did y’all know that there are profs at all the local colleges that
would love to help you with our growth and development issues?
Make a long term plan to avoid poor planning urban sprawl!

Al Eckman - keep up the fine job!

Why is it that certain people can access the food pantry every week
and others can only access it twice a year?

Sending or Receiving
$1 for 1st sheet, 50¢ each
additional sheet

and |

The Lowell Ledger

105 N. Broadway, Lowell

Wow, five plus acres, a newer house with
maximum space utilization. 4 could be 5
bedrooms, the 5th room is now an office. Big
bedrooms! The lower level bedrooms have
daylight windows giving natural light & they are
larger than normal size. Laminate flooring in
the dining room and kitchen, appliances
included. A two tier deck overlooks the 5 acres.
This is gorgeous land in Lowell. Three stall
garage. Once you live in Lowell you will never
want to leave. Great house, great land, great |
school, great price.... great opportunity.

Call Rick Olson Jr. with
Five Star Real Estate
Direct at 616-575-4845

See inside pictures at www.grar.com

or www.PlanYourNextMove.com. l

S Al it R

R T h A B

 —
o

-
Y sl S

-

PRICES
15 words for $1.00
each additional
word is 10¢
$1 extra for bold
$1 extra for
a box

HOW TO
REACH US

By Phone: 897-9261
By Fax: 897-4809
By E-Mail:
ledger@lowellbuyersguide.

By Mail:
PO Box 128
Lowell, MI 49331

DEADLINE

Friday at 4 p.m.
For the Wednesday
Publication

SUBSCRIPTION
RATES

In Kent County
$15 - 1 year
$29 - 2 years

Outside Kent County
$22.50 - 1 yr.
$38.00 - 2 yrs.

EVENTS

LOWELL AREA SCHOOLS
WILL OFFER DRIVERS
TRAINING - this summer to
students residing in the
Lowell school district. Ap-
plications can be picked up
at Lowell High School,
Lowell Middle School & Unity
High School starting
March1. Applications must
be returned BEFORE April
1, 2005. The dates for the 2
sessions of drivers training
are: June 13 - June 30 &
July 11 - July 28. The cost
for drivers training is $250 &
can be paidin 2instaliments.
Students must have been
born before Nov. 11, 1990
in order to be eligible to take
one of the scheduled ses-
sions. There is also a $30
fee forthe required Segment
2 which will be taught in Nov.
For additional information,
contact Al Eckman at 987-
2966.

EIGHTH CHAKRA RE-
TURNS - to the Riverview
Sat., March 5 for a night of
metal music. $5 for 5 bands,
all ages welcome, 8 til close.
www.eighthchakra.com.

LEDGER OFFICE
HOURS:

Mon - Thurs. 8-5
Fri. 8-4
Closed Sat. & Sun.
105 N. Broadway,
Lowell

AIR BED - Selecta comfort
firmness for each of you.
Dual chambers. Remote
control. Warranty. Never
used. $600. Call 616-682-
4767 or 616-293-6160.
NEW HOME FOR SALE - 3
bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, walk-
out near new Murray Lake
School. 1.6 acre lot; build to
suit, 1.7 acre lot near Murray
Lake School. Vander Klok
Builders, 897-7145,

A MEMORY FOAM BED -
NASA developed memory
foam. Brand name, never
used.Queen $650; king
$850. Call 616-682-4767 or
616-293-6160.

--------------

HM GROUND CORN - Si-
lage, haylage, conventional
saybean, June clover seed,
oat & barley seed, barley
straw for algae control in
ponds. 989-723-1886.
BEDS - Name brand mat-
tress sets. Twin, $70, full
$80, queen $95, king $150
up. Call 616-682-4767 or
616-293-6160.

..............

FOR SALE - 1996 Plymouth
Voyager, excellent condition
inside and out. Runs great,
$3,400. obo. 897-4981.
OAK BUNK BED - Includes
mattress, like new, sell $99.
Dennis Distributing, 989-
224-4822.

'99 CHRYSLER 300 M -
loaded, Platinum, 42,000
miles, $10,800. Call 897-
1597 or 450-7910.
MATTRESS/BOX SPRINGS
- Brand new, $49/set. Twin,
full, queen, delivery avail-
able. Dennis Distributing,
989-224-4822.

FOR SALE - Kitchen set jn-
cludes large table w/8
chairs, $400; 1998 Ford
Taurus, $,3,500; self- con-
tained slide-in camper,
$700; 24" color TV, $50;
assorted movies, $1 each;
LP records, $1 each. Most
prices negotiable. Call 897-
0639.

$110 QUEEN PILLOWTOP
MATTRESS SET - (Brand
new). Call 517-719-8062.
APPLIANCES - Refrigera-
tors, washers, dryers,
stoves, reconditioned, guar-
anteed, over 100 to choose
from, $59 & up. Dennis Dis-
tributing 989-224-4822.

'98 CHEVY PICKUP - Long
box, 2 wd., new tires,
brakes, etc. $4,200. Call
897-1597 or 450-7910.

$125 AMISH QUEEN LOG
BED - w/plush mattress.
Bought, never used. Cost
$800. 517-719-8062.

'96 CHEVY CONVERSION
- White, high top, black
leather, 38,000 miles.
$11,500. Call 897-1597 or
450-7910.

BERBER CARPET - 80
yards, beige color, bought,
never used. Cost $800, sell
$295. 517-719-0451.

2000 JEEP CHEROKEE
SPORT - 4X4, dark green, 4
dr., loaded, 32,000 miles,
510 500. 897-1597 or 450-
7910.

oooooooooooooo

1999 PONTIAC GRAND
PRIX GT - 4 dr, red, 3800,
loaded, CD, heads up dis-
play, new tires, heated
leather, 72,000 miles,
$7,800. Call 897-1597 or
450-7910.

---------------

LOWELL - For sale by
owner - 2 year old
builder's home. 2-
story, 4 bedroom, 3 1/
2 bath with walkout
basement & oversized
2-stall garage. Fin-
ished basement with
game room, wet bar &
home theater area.
Appliances included.
Approx. 2,900 sq. ft.
on 0.9 acres.
$269,900. Don't miss
out on this incredible
buy! Call 897-0874 or
e m a i l
mfox @sirus.com to
schedule a viewing.

HOUSE FOR SALE BY
OWNER - Located approx.
3 miles southeast of Lowell,
is a charming 4 bedroom, 2
1/2 bath Cape Cod home
situated on approximately
3.5 acres (additional 3+
acres available). All newer
appliances stay. This home
is a horse lovers dream as
the 40x60 pole barn is al-
ready equipped with 5 indi-
vidual stalls & a heated of-
fice. Asking price $240,000.
For more information call
897-7510 after 5 p.m. NO
REALTORS PLEASE.
FURNITURE - Bedroom &
dining room, headboards,
canopy beds, living room.
Large selection. Wholesale
prices. Call 616-682-4767 or
616-293-6160.

SUZUKI SIDE-KICK -
4x4, 1998, $3,600;
1980 Baja jet boat, 18
ft., $2,500. Run great!
616-693-0094.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT - 1 & 2 bedroom
trailers $1,000 - $1,050 to
move in.. No dogs please.
$400 - $420 permo. plus 1 1/
2 mo. rent deposit. Call 813-
8041 or 616-754-0276.
HALL FOR RENT .- with
kitchen, seats 150. Call 897-
6050.

HALL FOR RENT -
Caledonia Sportsman Club.
Newly renovated. For more
information call 616-891-
1168.

---------------

DUPLEX FOR RENT - 2 bed-
room, 1-1/2 bath, laundry,
garage, country setting, 1
mile from downtown Lowell,
$650 a month. Call €82-
0138.

SOUND OFF LINE
897-0787 or go to:

www.lowellbuyersguide.com

Voice your opinion!

IN MEMORIAM
Roy Thompson
In loving memory of my
husband, father and
grandfather who
passed away
March 1, 1990.
The world may change
from year to year,
Our lives from day to
day,
But the memory that we
have of you
Will never fade away.
Sadly missed by
wife Ella, children &
grandchildren

IN MEMORIAM
In loving memory of a
husband, father,
grandfather and great-
grandfather
John DeHaan
who passed away one
year ago March 5.
Forever in our
thoughts,
Gert DeHaan & family

IN MEMORIAM
In memory of
John DeHaan
who passed away one
year ago March 5, 2004.
Sadly missed by your
daughter, Joyce

IN MEMORIAM
In loving memory of our
parents:

Emma E. Kropf,
June 17, 1909 -
February 24, 1958
Bertha M. Weir,
October 24, 1901 -
February 20, 1968
James W. Weir,
October 7, 1899 -
March 20, 1973
Carl Kropf,
September 13, 1909 -
January 18, 1993
Those we love remain

with us;
for love itself lives on,
and cherished memories
never fade,
because a loved one's
gone.
Those we love will never
be more than a thought
apart,
for as long as there is
memory, they’ll live on
in our hearts.

Lovingly, your family

CARD OF THANKS

THANK YOU

The family of George
Bailey would like to thank
Father Fekete for his
comforting words, also
Dr. Mogor and staff who
assisted with the care.
We would like to thank
St. Mary's Church and
those who participated
in the luncheon. Many
thanks to those in keep-
ing us in your thoughts
and prayers.

hc Lowell Ledger - Wednesds

FOR SALE FOR SALE HELP WANTED' M SERVICES

$500-$1800 MO./PT. -
$2400-$5500 mo./ft. Interna-
tional Company needs Su-
pervisors & Assistants. One-
on-One Training, Vacations.
www.ProfitsAreGreat.com 1-
888-705-4725
EXPERIENCED MOTI-
VATED HAIRSTYLISTS -
wanted to join our team. Full
or part time; other options
available. Apply at Brenda's
Hair Designs or call 897-
7131 for more information,
ask for Brenda or Tammy.
PART-TIME CUSTODIAL
POSITION - Wanted: Re-
sponsible person interested
in working approximately 16
hours per week. A long es-
tablished Lowell company
needs someone to clean of-
fices & restrooms four nights
a week. The flexible work
schedule begins anytime af-
ter 5 p.m Monday through
Friday. Send a letter of ap-
plicatfon to: M.C. 6495
Timpson Ave, Alto, Mi 49302.
MANPOWER - is recruiting
for Part Time Daily Food
Servers. Prior restaurant ex-
perience preferred. Suc-
cessful candidates will pre-
pare lunches, serve food and
wash dishes. Candidates are
required to undergo a crimi-
nal background check. Stop
into Manpower to learn more
about these opportunities.
Manpower, 505-D West Main
St., Lowell, MI 49331,
NURSE AIDES - Recent CNA
training program graduates
are welcome. The Laurels of
Kentin Lowell has full & part-
time 2nd shift positions open.
We -provide a supportive,
nurturing environment for
your orientation. Ask about
reimbursement for CNA pro-
gram training & testing. In-
terested individuals please
apply to The Laurels of Kent
at 350 N. Center St., Lowell,
MI 49331 (616) 897-8473.

SERVICES

WEDDING
INVITATIONS
Available at
Lowell Litho
105 N. Broadway.
Stop by & check out a
Carlson Craft book!
Wide variety of invita-
tions & prices. Usually

back within |
7-10 business days
after ordering.
Phone 897-9261
DOES YOUR CHRYSLER,
PLYMOUTH, DODGE CAR,
TRUCK OR VAN NEED RE-
PAIR? - Don't make a mis-
take & take it anywhere else
- give Geo-Tech a try! Con-
tact George at Geo-Tech
Transmission & Repair, 897-
0743.

ALTERATIONS - Ex-
perienced profes-
sional mens, womens,
leather coats, all fab-
rics, zippers replaced,
wedding & prom
dresses altered. Call
Helen 897-6071.

PAYROLL & BOOKKEEP-
ING SERVICE - By certified
Quickbooks advisor. Call
Kathy 897-0686.

oooooooooooooo

IF YOU HAVE TRASH - Call
ALL TRASH. All Trash LLC.
15 yd. rolloff dumpsters. 616-
887-8870 or local 209-1249.

SNOWPLOWING -
Tired of shoveling that
driveway? We have
great hourly or sea-
sonal rates available.
Long, short, straight or
curvy driveways. We

do them all. Call
Homrich Mobile
Washing &

Snowplowing at 897-
0269 for your free
quote.

JOHN DEBIAK
HORSESHOEING & HOOF
TRIMMING - Serving the
Greater Kent/lonia County
area with 15 years of pro-
fessional, full-time experi-
ence. Call 897-4290.

oooooooooooooo

UHEN CONSTRUCTION
SNOWPLOWING - Snow re-
moval, driveways, roofs, etc.
299-1249.

---------------

LISA’S DAYCARE -
Has full-time posi-
tions available. Kids
welcome for Murray
Lake School. Great
country setting with
indoor & outdoor play
areas. Planned daily
"activities & occa-
sional field trips. Call
Lisa at 897-3065 for
an interview.

ADULT FOSTER CARE
HOME - Huffs Back “Achers”
in Saranac is offering full &
part-time care for your loved
one. Immediate openings for
men or women. Newer home,
quiet country setting. Call
616-642-9210.

CLEANING SERVICE - Resi-
dential, competitive rates,
references available. Please
call for a consultation, 897-
2629.

---------------

PLUMBER - Experi-
enced. Residential,
Service or New Con-
struction. Reason-
able rates. Call 897-
2575.

CHILDCARE FOREMAN/
CUMBERLAND AREA -
looking for 2 new friends
to join our daycare family.
Any age is welcome. Lots
of fun & love. Nutritious
meals & snacks provided.
CPR - First Aid Trained,
excellent references.
Please call 897-5068 for
information.

SHIP UPS AT THE LEDGER
OFFICE - Daily pickup. Small
box packaging available. 105
N. Broadway. Compare our
prices! Call for a price quote!
897-9261.

---------------

TOWING - Servicing
Lowell & surrounding
areas. Flat bed &
wrecker, Tire
changes, Jump starts,
Lock outs, 24 hr. ser-
vice. Call Lincoln
Lake Autos 446-5909.



http://www.lowellbuyersguide.com
http://www.auchigandutchbams.com
http://www.grar.com
http://www.PlanYourNextMove.com
http://www.eighthchakra.com
mailto:mfox@sirus.com
http://www.lowelbuyersgulde.com
http://www.ProfitsAreGreat.com
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Starting At

Starting At

2,995
Or $289/mo.

Starting At

19,995 22,578 24,979
or$289/mo. OR ‘239[mo. 535 '29’91 MO-

*Prices are plus freight, DOC and state fees. Rebatestodcalermaymdudemnewaland/orconmcxal Lease payment based on 10,500 miles/yr. - 10% due at delivery. See dealer for lease term.

Starting At

95 PONTIAC TRANS SPORT 00 GMC SAFARI AWD 95 FORD RANGER SUPERCAB 44

‘96 OLDS CUTLASS CIERA ‘95 FORD T-BIRD
V-6, 7pass, local rade #.8954A V6, 7-pass., local rade #25386A V6, auto, air #L8344A V3, auto, ai #LB399A V-6, XL, local trade #251558
ONLY $2,995 ONLY $2,995

ONLY $149 per mo. ONLY $3,995 ONLY $3,995

99 FORD TAURUS

‘01 CHEVY CAVALIER ‘02 SATURN SL2 ‘98 FORD TAURUS : ‘00 CHEVY CAVALIER 224
Auto., air, CD #8973 4-door, air, 5-speed #L8I56A V-6, pwr. group, local trade #L8761A V-, air, CD #L8774A Convertible, auto., CD #18994
ONLY $169 per mo. ~ ONLY $149 per mo. ONLY $4,995 ONLY $139 per mo. ONLY $189 per mo.

02 FORD MUSTANG CONVERTIBLE

‘00 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE ‘00 CHEVY CAMARO CONVERTIBLE | ‘01 JEEP WRANGLER 4X4 ‘03 PONTIAC MONTANA
Turbo, leather, moonroof #8563 Auto., V-6, sharp #24423A Leather, auto., chrome wheels #.8992 6 cyl., auto,, air #8925 7-pass., V-6, dual doors #8991
ONLY $239 per mo. ONLY 3239 PER MO. ONLY $239 per mo. ONLY $289 per mo. ONLY $219 per mo.

SLLE

[ 1.

‘99- ‘03 FORD WINDSTARS '99 CHEVY TAHOE 4X4 ‘99 FORD EXPEDITION 4X4 ‘01 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW
7 to choose from #L8969 SLT, Vi8, leather #8964 V-8, bam doors, trailer tow #L8962 Eddie Bauers, 2 to choose from #8937 XLT, 5.4 V-8, moonroof #25396A
STARTING AT §4 7 pER MO. ONLY $229 per mo. ONLY $239 per mo. ONLY $279 per mo. ONLY $339 per mo

‘99 DODGE DURANGO 4X4

*Sale prices plus state fees & DOC fee, monthly payments based
on best rate best term state fees & DOC fee due at delivery
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11979 E. Fulton, Lowell, MI

GREENVILLE

INCOLN LAKE

L

Lowell

Belding A
N

Saranac

Ada
Grand Rapids I M-21

ALTO

lonia

ALL ROADS LEAD TO LOWELL!

616097431 or 14803274164
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HOURS: MON. 9-8;
TUES. 9-8;
WED. 9-8; THURS. 9-8;
FRi. 9-6 & SAT. 9-3

Check Out Our Web site!
www.haroldzeigler.com




