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Riverwater released as deluge threatens damage 
"Our computer water system was working 

but it just wasn't fast enough for that" 
-Brian Doyle v \ 

By Dan Schneider 

An unexpected, 
large volume 

of water from 

upstream swelled Flat River 

in downtown Lowell, last 

Friday morning. 

The water encroached 

on Riverwalk Plaza shortly 

after 10 a.m. It covered 

about 15 feet of sidewalk at 

one point, putting the lower 

deck of the Lowell showboat 

under three inches of water. 

King Milling opened 

wide the gates of its dam 

before the water did any 
damage. The situation 

was a convenience for the 

waterfowl residing in the 

area. 
'The ducks seemed to 

like it, they could just swim 

right up onto the sidewalk 

instead of having to climb 

the wall," Lowell police 

chief Jim Valentine said. 

Lowell Area Chamber 

of Commerce executive 

directorLizBakernoticedthe 

high water and contacted the 

Lowell Police Department 

and King Milling Company. 

A computer system at King 

Milling regulates the water 

flow through the dam. 

"Our computer water 

system was working but 

it just wasn't fast enough 

for that," explained King 

Milling ^ president Brian 

Doyle. 

The gates had to be 

opened manually as far as 

they could go. Doyle said it 

was the first time in several 
% 

years that such a volume of 

water has come down the 

river. 

"We never got a notice 

at all, and this time of year 

there's all kinds of junk 

coming with it," Doyle said. 

The increased current 

picks up debris from the 

bottom of the river, which 
can get caught in the dam. 

The water was likely 

released at the Fallasburg 

Powerhouse dam upstream. 

The dam's owners could not 

be reached for comment. 

"We got a lot of water, 

we had a lot below the 

dam so they must have 

had a bunch," Doyle said. 

"Normally ... if they start up 

a turbine or something, our 

computer will handle that." 

The computer systems 

for both dams communicate 

with each other, but that 

didn't occur properly last 

Friday. Once King Milling 

opened its gates, the water 

receded to normal levels 

within a half hour. 
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Ducks near the Showboat can barely tell river from walk as the Flat swells last Friday. 

PETA offers reward after illegal trap kills dog 
By Dan Schneider 

p |eople for the 

Ethical Treatment 

of Animals 

(PETA) is offering a reward 

for information leading to 

the arrest of the person who 

set an illegal trap that killed 

a dog Nov. 10. 

DianeSmithwaswalking 

her four-year-old Brittany 

Lowell stores • a hit with Christmas shoppers 
By Dan Schneider 

"This is a lot better than last year," she said. "Everybody 

S
tore employees along Main Street are reporting a was shopping more last minute; now people seem to be 

good holiday shopping season so far, with more planning more." Hefner said shopping kicked in around 

shoppers coming in and more people traveling Thanksgiving. "This year, the week before and after were a 

from out of town as Christmas approaches. lo t busier and sales have been up a lot more, Hefner said. 

"I've gotten a lot more people from up north, from Renee Bowen, owner of the Black and White store, is 

Grand Rapids, Ionia, people from Holland," SandCastle ' e x p e r i e n c i n g her first Christmas sales season. 

Riverside clerk Heidi Hefner said. "I think just because "Ever since Christmas through Lowell, business has 

Lowell is getting more popular, it's helping us." really picked up, she said. 

spaniel on the northeast bank 

of the confluence of the Flat 

and Grand rivers on that day. 

The dog stumbled on a trap 

that was baited and set to 

catch raccoons or a similarly-

sized animal. The trap killed 

the dog. The trap was illegal 

on city grounds, according 

to the city ordinance, and it 

was not properly identified, 

which is a violation of the 

Department of Natural 

Resources law. 

PETA is offering a 

$2,500 reward. Lowell police 

are following some leads. 

"The officers are 

tracking down the different 

names that have been called 

into us," Lowell police chief 

Jim Valentine said. 

In the week's following 

the dog's death, the story 

has attracted public attention 

outside of Lowell. 

Reward, cont'd,,page 10 

Melissa Nugent, interior designer at Dream Pieces, 

said the store is also getting shoppers from out of town, 

and this has increased over the three years she has been 

working at the home decor shop. 

"We get people from Lansing," said Nugent. 

She added that people are attracted to the character of 

the town and the stores, especially around the holidays. 

Christmas through Lowell, the annual winter craft 

tour, took place Nov. 19-21 this year. 

Rookies Sports Cards and Comics manager Jack Reedy 

said the popularity of sports cards ebbs and flows as sports' 

seasons come and go. Collectible card games like Yu-Gi-

Oh are growing in popularity, and recent movies based on 

comics' characters have driven up interest in comic books. 

O S 
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"The unusualness (appeal to people), the historical he s a i d . B u t the main thing the Christinas season impacts is 

buildings, the stores are unusual, they're not the mall," 

Nugent explained. She said business has picked up for the 

holidays, but not more than in previous years. "It's about 

the same," Nugent said. 
Hefner said business is good, and people are going 

about their shopping differently this year. 

the demographics of the store's clientele. 

"What the Christmas season does is 1 get a lot of moms 

and wives and girlfriends in with lists of things they're not 

familiar with," Reedy said. The rest of the year "we get a 

few female customers, but usually it's more of. a guy thing 

with comics and sports cards." 

Limiting Signs..^ 
Page 4 

Area Home schooling... 
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Soccer All State 
Honors...Page 15 
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OBITUARIES 

FISHER - Norma R. Fisher 

passed away December 6, 

2004. She lost her battle with 

cancer. She was preceded in 

death by her parents Louis J. 

and Henrietta Victor and sis-

ter Lois J. Hiemstra. She is 

survived by her sisters 

Mildred (Herman) Te Ronde 

of Lubbock, Texas, Barbara 

(Paul) Garbow of Alto; many 

nieces, nephews, great-

nieces, great-nephews, sev-

eral cousins, one aunt; spe-

cial friends Bob and Grace 

Bowman, their son Dr. Gary 

Bowman; her former super-

visor John Bieszka. Crema-

tion has taken place. Memo-

rial services were held Sat-

urday at Carlisle United 

Methodist Church, Byron 

Center, with Pastor Andrew 

Jackson officiating. Inter-

ment Grandville Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may 

be made to Carlisle United 
Methodist Church. 

SEESE - Orton Keith Seese, 

aged 80, of Grand Rapids, 

passed away on Friday, De-

cember 10,2004. He was pre-

ceded in death by his parents 

Ray and Fannie Seese; sister 

Vada Kline; son Harry 

Grochowalski. He is survived 

by his wife of 26 years, Phyllis; 

children Robert Seese, Evelyn 

(William Myers) Seese, Floyd 

(Dawn) Seese, Reetha (Vic) 

Kokx, Paul (Ellen) Seese, 

William (Stacey) Seese, 

Patricia (Clifford) BeVier; 

brother Phillip (Lois) Seese; 

sister Ellen Host; 16 grand-

children; 19 great-grandchil-

dren; two great-great-grand-

childrcn. Funeral service was 

held Tuesday at Roth-Gerst 

Chapel, with Dr. Roger La 
Warre officiating. Interment 

at Chapel Hill Memorial Gar-

dens. 

T A L B O T - Mr. Fredrick B. 

Talbot, aged 73, of Lowell, 

passed away November 26, 

2004. Surviving are his daugh-

ters Pam (Tim) Cuthbertson, 

Michelle (Larry) Frisbie; 

seven grandchildren; brother 

Ken Talbot. Fred will be re-

membered as the friendly man 

who walked his dog (Boone) 

several times a day. Boone 

now resides with his daughter 

Michelle. Cremation has taken 

place. A memorial service will 

be held in his home state of 

Alabama at a later date. 

Lowell Area Community 
Fund accepting grant proposals 

The Lowell Area Com-

munity Fund (LACF), a fund 

of Grand Rapids Commu-

nity Foundation, is accept-

ing grant proposals for its 

next grant round. All pro-

posals must be submitted no 

later than Dec. 30 in order to 

be considered. 

Interested organizations 

may contact Kate Luckert, 

program officer at the Grand 

Rapids Community Founda-

tion, at 454-1751 or down-

load an application from the 

Grand Rapids Community 

Foundation web site at 

w w w . g r f o u n d a t i o n . o r g / 

lowell. Applications are avail-

able at Lowell Township Hall, 

Vergennes Township Hall, 

Lowell City Offices, Lowell 

Area Chamber of Commerce, 

the Englehardt Library or any 

Lowell area school. 

The LACF, established 

in 1996, awards grants to tax-

exempt, nonprofit, charitable 

organizations that impact the 

Lowell area. 

C E R T I F I C A T E O F D E P O S I T 

Make 13 Your 
Lucky Number 
Introducing the 13 month CD From Founders Trust 

J 

1 3 Month Certificate of Deposit 

S2,()()() M i n i m u m B a l a n o 

E n j o y g u a r a n t e e d g r o w t h a n d 

s e c u r i t y w i t h t h e F o u n d e r s T r u s t 

13 m o n t h C D , a n idea l c h o i c e f o r 

y o u r i n v e s t m e n t p o r t f o l i o . 

% 
I t ' s a n o t h e r g r e a t p r o d u c t f r o m 

Y o u r l o c a l l y - o w n e d f u l l s e r v i c e 

b a n k . To l e a r n m o r e , ca l l o r 

s t o p in t o any F o u n d e r s T r u s t 

l o c a t i o n o r v is i t u s o n t h e w e b a t 

www.ftpb.com. 

M/e put PERSONAL back in banking 

FOUNDERS TRU 
PERSONAL BANK 

D o w n t o w n Grand Rapids 

161 Monroe N W 

235-4649 

Home Office 
5 2 0 0 C a s c a d e R d . S E 

9 5 6 - 9 0 3 0 
Southwest 

5601 Wilson Ave. SW 

Coming in December! 

w w w . f t p b . c o m 

Member FDIC. Offer good on new deposits only. $2,000 minimum opemng balance required. Rales are compounded quarterly. Limited time offer. Penalty for early withdrawal Annual 
Percentage Rate (APY) is accurate as of 12/1/04. Not available for cor^reraal or non-profit accounts. y Y WUNORAWA, ANNUA, L - J 
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CITY OF 
LOWELL 

PUBLIC NOTICE MEETING 
OF BOARD OF REVIEW 

The Lowell City Board of Review will meet to 
correct the various Assessment Rolls for 
2004 at City Hall, 301 E. Main St., Lowell, 
Michigan on: 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2004 
10:00- 11:00 A.M. 

Lo^velii C. Jeanne Shores, Mayor 
James Marfia, Assessor 

LOWELL AREA COMMUNITY 
FUND ACCEPTS 

GRANT PROPOSALS 
The Lowell Area Community Fund 

Is accepting grant proposals for its 
next grant round. 

All Proposals Must Be Submitted 

No Later Than 
December 30, 2004 to be considered. 

To receive a grant application form 

call Kate Luckert, program officer at 
616-454-1751 or download an 

application from the GRCF website at; 
www.grfoundation.org/lowell 

You may also pick up an application 
at any of the following locations: 

Lowell Township Hall, 

Vergennes Township Hall, City Offices of Lowell, 
Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce, 

the Englehardt Public Library 

or any Lowell Area School. 

The Lowell Area Community Fund, a fund of 
Grand Rapids Community Foundation, awards 
grants to tax-exempt, nonprofit charitable 
organizations that have an impact in the Lowell 
area. The LACF funds innovative projects or 
programs that encourage community cooperation. 

/ 
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Local plumbing company lands deal with city on jetter services 
y J. Lobdell By J. Lobdell 

Contributing Writer 

Not seeing a need to spend 

$27,000 on a new sewer jet-

ting trailer, the Lowell City 

Council decided to rent a ma-

chine from a local plumbing 

company instead. 

At its Monday night meet-

ing, the council rejected Pub-

lic Works director Dan 

DesJarden's proposal to pur-

chase a new sewer jetting 

trailer for the purpose of 

cleaning sewer lines. Rather, 

it approved a proposal from 

Greg Canfield of Canfield 

Plumbing to rent his machine 

Council puts hold 
on renewing city 
assessor contract 
By J. Lobdell 

Contributing Writer 

Continuing its quest to 

make sure the city is receiv-

ing the best bang for its buck, 

the Lowell City Council asked 

for comparison rates for the 

position of the city assessor. 

At Monday night's city 

council meeting, city man-

ager David Pasquale made a 

request to renew a two-year 

contract with current city as-

sessor Jim Marfia. Noting that 

Marfia's contract expires at 

the end of the year, Pasquale 

proposed a one-percent in-

crease per year for Marfia, 

which would raise his salary 

to $32,100 for 2005 and 

$32,425 for 2006. Everything 
else in the contract would re-

for $375 for the first two 

hours. This would include 

Canfield employees running 

the machine. 

DesJarden was seeking 

to purchase the machine from 

Doheny Supplies at a cost of 

$27,450. The money is avail-

able from the sewer fund to 

make the purchase, he said, 

adding that the new jetter 

would have lasted 20 to 25 

years, would provide a faster 

response time and guarantee 

availability when the city 

needed it. 

DesJarden estimated it 

would cost $ 137 per hour for 

the city to run its own ma-

chine. Canfield was offering 

$150 for the rental of the ma-

chine, $375 for the first two 

hours if run by Canfield em-

ployees. There would be a 50-

percent up charge after hours. 

Canfield offered the same 

15 to 30 minute response time 

the Public Works Department 

was seeking since his busi-

ness is on Main Street and he 

only lives a few blocks away. 

He was also willing to put in 

writing that the city would 

have first priority and that his 

company would pull off a job 

when needed. 

While the machine is 10 

years old, it is in good work-

ing order and can fill the city' s 

needs, Canfield added. He has 

had the machine for about six 

to eight weeks and has used it 

several times. 

Counci lman Alan 

Mathews said he could see 

DesJarden's concern about 

relying on a second party for 

the jetter. The rest of the coun-

cil felt it should give Canfield 

a try. 

Counci lman Charles 

Myers said it goes back to 
4tthe lowest bidder may not 

always be the best bidder" 

and that, at times, there might 

be a local vendor who could 

do that service. 

When looking at the num-

bers over the past 21 months. 

the Department of Public 

Works has used a jetter-type 

machine 17 times, of which 

50 percent of that time was 

after hours, DesJarden said. 

Total cost of those services 

was just over $9,000. Con-

sidering those numbers and 

the city' s effort with the sewer 

maintenance program, coun-

cilman Jim Pfaller said he 

didn't see the need to pur-

chase the jetter right now. 

The council decided to 

go with Canfield and rent for 

six-months, and revisit the 

issue following the trial pe-

riod. 

main the same. This included 

reimbursements for business 

travel at the IRS rate of 37.5 

cents a mile and regular busi-

ness hours on Wednesday 

and Thursday, although 

Pasquale added that Marfia 

is usually in the city a lot 

more than that. 

Even with the extra city 

hours, counci lman Jim 

Pfaller said the wage would 

make Marfia one of the city' s 

highest paid employees. He 

suggested getting acompari-

son to others serving in that 

capacity in the same size mu-

nicipality before approving 

the contract. 

Assessor contract, 
cont'd., pg.4 
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High school choir 
will perform Thursday 

The Lowell High School choral music including the 

choir will perform Thursday Latin "Sanctus." 

starting at 7 p.m. in the Low- "We're trying out some 

ell Performing Arts Center. things with a double choir so 

The program begins with it's a lot more difficult than 

songs performed by the La- some things we've tried to 

dies' Ensemble, followed by tackle in the past," said choir 

the choir at 7:30 p.m. Both president David Sefton. 

choirs will also do a number 

together. 
The program will offer 

Christmas music, a Russian 

sleigh song and college-level 

L H S S P I R I T S T O R E 

The Spirit Store will be open this Wednesday, Dec. 15 
from 6-8 p.m. Check out the sweatshirts, coats, floor mats and 
blankets, etc.; located near the east entrance. 987-2982. 

L H S L A C R O S S E 

M E E T I N G 

Varsity and JV parent/player meeting this Wednesday, 
Dec. 15 at Cherry Creek Elementary, rm. 188. Player compe-
tition, ball speed for a slick; 6:30-7 p.m.; parenl/player meet-
ing: 7-8 p.m. 

B L O O D D R I V E 

The Lowell Area Fire Dept. is sponsoring a blood drive for 
the Grand Valley Blood program this Wednesday, Dec. 15,2-
7 p.m. at Look Memorial Fire Station. 

L H S C H O I R C O N C E R T 

A concert involving the Lowell High School ladies en-
semble at 7 p.m. and the high school choir at 7:30 p.m. will be 
held Thursday, Dec. 16 in the Lowell Performing Arts Center. 

E D W A R D J O N E S T O Y S F O R T O T S 

Donate an unwrapped gift to Toys for Tots and drop it off 
by Dec. 17 to Edward Jones Investments, 2050 W. Main St., 

F . R . O . M . C O L L E C T I N G F O R H O L I D A Y S 

Flat River Outreach Ministries is collecting new, un-
wrapped toys for Angel Trees and toy barrels through Dec. 17 
at Showboat Auto, Springrove Variety, Rite Aid, Brenda's 
Hair Designs, City Hall, Huntington Bank, ICNB, Goldworks, 
Englehardt Library, Dollar General and LA Video. 

L H S B A S K E T B A L L R E U N I O N 

The 1964-t65 Red Arrow basketball reunion will be held 
during the boys varsity basketball game at Lowell High 
School on T uesday, Dec. 21 at halftime of the 7:15 p.m. game. 
Coach Kempker and players will be recognized. 

F . R . O . M . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

Any families needing assistance with food or toys should 
call the Flat River Outreach Ministries at 897-4189. 

D O N A T I O N S N E E D E D F O R H O M E L E S S 

M I N I S T R I E S 

Inbody Group Real Estate/True Vine Tree Care are col-
lecting women's care products, shampoo, soap, hats, scarves 
and gloves through Dec. 22 at Apex Financial, Huntington 
Bank and Hooper Printing for Degage Homeless Ministries. 
292-2185 or 619-7888. 

tCOMEVISIT SANTA 
DECEMBER 18 • 6-9 PM 

Bowne Center School Museum 
84m & Alden Nash, Al to 

Browse The Museum • Refreshments 
Bowne Twp. Historical Society 

LIVE NATIVITY 
Bowne Center Methodist Church 

Suite D. 987-9515 
s f j ^ X k X X 

-LOWELL 5 
t ^ ^ ^ m u l e s East of Amway H Q. | 

8 9 7 - F I L M 
$ 5 . 2 5 Kids all ahowa | $ 5 . 5 0 Sen io rs 

HOLIDAY 

$Mi 
UTERWEAR 

*J 

$6 .00 Students & Late Shows Fri & Sat 

$ 5 . 7 5 DAILY Matinees t i l 6pm 

O No passes 

ALL SCREENS 
DIGITAL STEREO 

U i l lm i led Free Drink Ref i l l ! * .25c Corw Ref i l l ! 

M O V I E G U I D E 

FREE 
one $1.00 Concession coupon 
with every $10 purchased in 

.MOVIE G i n CARDS 

SHOWTIMES 12/13-12/16 

©OCEAN'S TWELVE (PG-13) 
11:40, 2:15.4:50. 7:25.10:00 
O BLADE: TRINITY (R) 
12:30. 2:45. 5:00.7:10.9:25 
CHRISTMAS WITH THE 
KRANKS (PG) 11:00.1:05. 
3:15. 5:25. 7:35. 9:50 
NATIONAL TREASURE (PG) 
11:05.1:45.4:25.7:05. 9:45 
THE POLAR EXPRESS (G) 
12:50. 3:00. 5:10. 7:20. 9:30 

• 
| WOOLRICH 

i 20% Off 

i 

Reg. Price 

2 0 o z . D R l N K 
with $2.50 purchase 

• I f f l ol46oz bag olbuttaty popcorn 
I TniM..dOW»li**5 Ew.UEC3l.J004 "U.-
1 BEST DEAL in cNewsletter at ; 

_ wv^(l^owell5.com ? 

w w w . a d a l o w e l l 5 . c o m 

Last Minute Gift Ideas: 

* Hollow 

Woolrich Belts, 
Hats, Scarves 

and Socks also 

20% OFF 

221W. Main St., 
in Downtown Lowell 

616-897-0273 

Mon.-Fri.9-7 • Sat. 9-6 • Sunday 11-5 pm 

I I 
i 
$ 
£ | 
P 
$ 
Si 
Is 

I 
% % 

I 

Beautiful Holiday Gift Baskets 
Filled with our Specialty Gifts! 

OPEN LATE FOR 
UPS/FEDEX 

HOLIDAY SHIPPING 
Mon • Fri t i l l 9;00pnl 

Sat til l 8 :00pm Boxes Available! 

Holiday Wrapping Paper 
Headquarters!! 

141 OS West Main Street * Lowell, Ml 49331 

Ph: (616) 897-9701 

Located Between McDonalds A Curtis Cleaners 

http://www.grfoundation.org/
http://www.ftpb.com
http://www.ftpb.com
mailto:ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com
http://www.lowellbuyersguide.com
http://www.grfoundation.org/lowell
http://www.adalowell5.com
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Planning Commission rolls back moratorium on business signs 
By J. Lobdell 

Contributing Writer 

For the past several 

months, businesses on the 

Westside of Lowell have en-

joyed a moratorium on sign 

enforcement. That will come 

to an end on Jan. 1. 

The Lowell Planning 

Commission decided to lift 

the moratorium during a spe-

cial work session held Mon-

day night. The hope is that 

this move will facilitate com-

munica t ion between the 

Westside businesses and the 

city in how signage should be 

regulated in the area. 

For the past few months, 

commission member Deb 

Hinlon has been working on 

the project. Several business 

owners had signed a petition 

at the end of the summer, 

asking for relief from the sign 

ordinance. At that time, rep-

resentatives from local car 

dealerships indicated that dis-

playing signs, balloons and 

flags helped to attract cus-

tomers and brought more 

people into the city. 

Among the concerns was 

Hildenbrand completes 
leadership program 

Dave Hildenbrand (R-

Lowcll), Michigan's newly-

elected state representative 

in the 86th District, recently 

completed Michigan State 

University's three-day Leg-

islative Leadership Program 

(LLP). 

Along with 27 of his new 

colleagues, Hildenbrand took 

part in MSU's rigorous De-

cember primer on policy is-

sues. Scholars from Michi-

gan universities and other 

research experts provided is-

sue overviews and policy al-

ternatives for the new cadre 

of elected officials. The 

program's content is driven 

by input from former LLP 

participants, as well as legis-

lative staff members, schol-

ars and other policy leaders. 

Hildenbrand and fellow 

policymakers will have op-

portunities to attend MSU 

seminars and public forums, 

and receive printed policy 

briefs throughout their terms 

in office. The non-partisan 

program is jointly operated 

by Michigan State 

University's Institute for Pub-

lic Policy and Social Research 

and MSU Extension. Since 

its 1994 inception, nearly 230 

of Michigan's state represen-

tatives and senators have par-

ticipated in the program. 

the fact that a business is only 

allowed to have balloons, 

pendants and similar items 

used for advertising or mar-

keting for one 21-day period 

per year. Of ten , car 

dealerships display these 

items more than once annu-

ally, and a few commission 

members noted this has be-

come a standard marketing 

tool. 

Hinton said she person-

ally doesn't have an issue with 

the balloons and checked 

with the Lowell police de-

partment to determine if any 

accidents have been caused 

because of this. She was told 

none so far. 
4tI would rather see the 

balloons than an empty car 

dealership," Hinton said, add-

ing that she was concerned 

that if the city over-regulates, 

it will cause these businesses 

to move outside of the city 

limits. 

Most of the commission 

members didn't have an is-

sue with the balloons specifi-

cally, but were more con-

cerned with the flashing lights 

from the cars on display that 

could pose potential traffic 

hazards. City staff was going 

to check with the Michigan 

Department of Transportation 

to see if it had any regulations 

against such activities. The 

city does not, since flashing 

lights on cars does not fall 

under the city sign ordinance, 

according to Doug Hopkins, 

the city building inspector 

from Imperial Municipal Ser-

vices. 

Commission members 

were hoping that the issue of 

the signs in that area would 

foster better communications 

between the city and those 

businesses. Mayor Jeanne 

Shores said there have been 

some negative feelings ex-

pressed about how the 

Wests ide merchants are 

treated. She was hoping the 

city would host a meeting 

with the merchants to help 

resolve this issue and that it 

would springboard into bet-

ter relations between both 

groups. 

Hinton explained other 

than receiving ordinances 

f rom other c i t ies about 

signage, she has not had much 

input from the Westside busi-

ness district. 

Commission chair Clark 

Jahnke was concerned that 

there hasn't been as much 

positive response from the 

businesses owners since they 

initiated the review of the 

ordinance. The moratorium 

was put in place while the 

city was reviewing the ordi-

nance. Since nothing was tak-

ing place, the commission de-

cided to again have Hopkins 

send out violation notices. 

With this, it is hoped the mer-

chants will be more amenable 

in helping with the process of 

reviewing the ordinance and 

meeting with the city on their 

needs. 

Assessor contract, 
continued... From Page 3 

••• 

Dave Hildenbrand 

There are nettles everywhere, but smooth, green 
grasses are more common still; the blue of heaven is 
larger than the cloud. 

—E.B. Browning 

LOWELL 

OPEN HOUSE 
^ H I G H L A N D HILL 
"A New, Traditional Neighborhood" 
SUNDAY 12-19-04 • FROM 1-3 PM 

J*. Holiday Special 
$2,000.00 credit on purchase 

of home, plus free air conditioning! ^ 

(Take Main St. E. thru Lowell, N. 1 block on 
James St., E. on High St. to development) 

CINDY FOSTER • 616-292-7522 

HOLWERDA 
BUILDERS 

holwerdabuilders.com 

"I thought this was under 

our review of contracts," said 

councilman Charles Myers. 

The city began to review city 

contracts earlier this year, just 

completing a review of the 

city attorney contract. "I 

thought this was supposed to 

be placed out for bids and I 

am rather disappointed that it 

wasn't." 

Pasquale explained, "I 

was looking at it like an em-

ployee such as the police chief 

or public works director." 

Since the city is not looking 

for a new assessor, Pasquale 

said he did not seek out com-

petitive bids. 

The position is slightly 

different from regular con-

tract service work, he added. 

The city does set aside social 

security and federal taxes for 

the assessor position which, 

by charter, is appointed by 

the city manager. 

Marfia has been in the 

position since 1988.4tHe has 

been with the city for a num-

ber of years and he really 

knows Lowell," said mayor 

Jeanne Shores, adding she has 

worked with Marfia on the 

board of review. 

Myers said he didn't feel 

comfortable approving the 

contract until he had some-

thing to compare it to, which 
was echoed by councilman 

Alan Mathews. The council 

tabled the motion to renew 

the contract until its next 

meet ing at which time 

Pasquale will present infor-

mation on assessor costs from 

similar size cities. 

C O R R E C T I O N 

In the Ledgerlnsi week, the article "Lone Star Stale impressed by Lowell area longhorns" said Julio 's 

Thunder measured 17 and 7/8 inches of total horn. It should have said 78 inches of total horn. 

3) 

VJVA 

Show Us Your Smile! 
NOVEMBER SMILES OF THE MONTH: 

November "No Cavities" Club Members 
Jeremy Bergin 
Jared Lezah 
Emilyn Dec 

Amanda Waltz 
Aleesha DenBraven 

Colin VanderWarf 
Allysen Dubisky 

Connor Bergin 
Sydney VanOverbeek 

Kelsey Wold 
Andrew Perry 
Macaela Perry 

Frederick Griffeth 
Margaret Griffeth 

FAMILY DENTISTRY 
Ann Wilson, D.D.S. 

New Patients Welcome! 
147 N. Center St.«Lowell, MI 49331 

897-4835 

Alexis Higley 
Shelby Young 

Jasmine Peters 
Adam Jones 

Kate Pniewski 
Elizabeth Pniewski 

Robby Dubisky 
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coz comer 
y Roger Brown 

and up and down the stairs of the townhouse. Shelving was built 

from scratch or assembled from kits. It was installed in closets, 

under stairs and along the walls of the very small garage. By 

the end of the week, all the boxes were empty, things were 

organized, and I had about six invitations from friends of my 

daughter to come visit their similarly disorganized apartments. 

Could be a whole new career for me, with foreign travel as a 

bonus. "Shelf-Boy, Inc." 

When you're living in the midst of 11 million people, you 

have to get used to some rather unpleasant facts. There is a lot 

of pushing and shoving, traffic is heavy, air quality is horrific 
This column was AWOL the last two weeks because the and it's always noisy. That's for starters. 

wife and I squeezed in a China trip to celebrate the holidays My grandkids call me Grandpa Ted. They don't even know 

early with my daughter s family. Of course, the operative my real name. The nickname came from my daughter. She 

word there is family. Imbedded in that word is grandkids. Jim thinks my tendency toward a hermit's lifestyle is akin to the 

and Boog are the only reason I d travel halfway around the "Uni-Bomber" Ted Kazinski living in his plywood box out in * 

world to take in an elementary school Christmas play and eat the wilderness. Needless to say. Grandpa Ted doesn't think 
cookies covered with green sugar. m u c h of city life. 

My daughter s family has been in China for well over Every morning we walked Jim and Boog to school. The 

three years now. My son-in-law's job has now taken them English speaking school has a total of about 30 kids from pre-

from a highly desirable assignment in cosmopolitan Shanghai school through sixth grade. The big excitement was the upcom-

to a more Spartan posting in Chengdu. My son-in-law de- ing Christmas play, complete with costumed Santa, Mrs. 

scribes the move as similar to moving from New York City to Claus, reindeer, elves and an abominable snowman. Every 

Des Moines .. . geographically and culturally. night we rehearsed lines with Jim and Boog. It was a pretty big 

You, like me, have probably never heard of Chengdu. It is deal. A very big deal if you are a six or seven year old like my 
located in the southwest province of Sichuan, which you may grandkids. 

recognize from a Chinese restaurant menu as being synony- I realize this column has been all over the map, but I am 

mous with spicy food. More on that later ... perhaps in a getting to my initial point. Trust me. 

follow-up column. As luck would have it, we left the day of the big Christmas 
Sichuan Province is somewhat mountainous, alive with play. Our travel arrangements were made well before the play 

rivers and streams, very agricultural and, in a word ... beau- date was set. We did get to take in a dress rehearsal the night 
tiful. There are bamboo forests, orchards of apples and or- before. 

anges, tea bushes terracing the hillsides and every type of As soon as we arrived home, we called my daughter to let 

grain and produce being grown in the low areas. It's a very her know we had made it but, more importantly, to inquire 

fertile region, and that's good, because nestled in one of its about the play. The play was standing room only. My grand-

valleys is the sleepy little city ot Chengdu... population about daughter Jim had a big part and performed very well. My 

11 million. That's a lot of mouths to feed. grandson Boog even remembered all his lines. And, the Ma-
As mentioned earlier, I 'm saving some of my impressions fines showed up! Huh??? 

of Sichuan for a future column or two. The parents of one of my granddaughter's classmates work 

My daughter's family lives in downtown Chengdu. They at the U.S. Consulate. Someone had the awareness, and spirit 

rent a four-story townhouse. If nothing else, all those stairs are of the season, to invite the six Marine Corps consulate guards 

great exercise. Their home in Shanghai was much larger, so I to the Christmas play. Posted far from home during the holiday 

spent the first week of our visit playing the role of an oriental season, they jumped at the chance to take in some Americana 

Bob Vila's Evil T win. The goal was to create storage space for in the form of little kids putting on a corny play. Of course, they 

the contents of all the boxes they were living out of. also got to slurp hot chocolate and eat homemade Christmas 

When the kids were in school, I was back and forth cookies. 

between their version of a Home Depot called Oriental Home Imagine those big, burly Marines perched on little elemen-

tary school chairs, halfway around the world, to watch Rudolph 

save Christmas yet again. That's my t4feel good" story for the 

holiday season. 
There are a lot of folks, military and otherwise, who won't 

get home for the holidays. If you have a friend, neighbor or 

relative posted out of the country, here's a gentle reminder. Any 

little thing you can do ... a package, card, e-mail or phone call 

M 

¥,j\y 
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By Priscilla Lussmeyer 

T o T H E EDITOR 

Dear Editor, 

Last year, on Mother's Day, my grandmother, A1 White, i s appreciated more than you can imagine. Just picture those 

passed away. This is the most devastating thing that I have Marines at a kid s Christmas play, and you 11 know what I m 

ever had to endure in my 30 years of life. I 'm sure, anyone can talkin' about. 
understand how horrible this must be. The only way to express P.S. We all huddled around my son-in-law's computer on 
how much you love and miss a loved one is at the cemetery a Sunday morning (13 time zones away) to listen to a live audio 
site. So, I went to my grandmother's grave and installed a very stream as the Lowell Red Arrows won a football state champi-

pretty plaque with an emotional poem on it. It expressed onship! Congratulations team, coaches, parents and supporters 

exactly how I feel without her. 0 f e v e r y description from some of your most faraway fans! 
You can imagine my extreme disappointment when I 

recently went to visit with her, to find the maintenance person 
tore it out of the ground. I was very upset, and went right to 
City Hall to talk with the person that deals with cemetery 

issues. 
I was then informed that the city has the right to change the 

rules, however and whenever they see fit. While it wasn't a 
rule when I put in the plaque, apparently that has now 
changed. So, I proceeded to ask what the rules entailed as far 
as placing things at grave sites. I was told the new rules about 
what could be placed and where. I then went directly back to 
the cemetery and, to my dismay, I found that while these rules 
apparendy apply to some, they do not apply to all. And things 
that were put in before the rules changed weren't ripped from 
the ground, as mine was. 

I am sympathetic to all who have lost a loved one, young 
or old. But, I 'm horrified to see that the city personnel find 
some lives were worth more and can be celebrated more than 
others. Needless to say, I 'm told the city of Lowell will "look 
into" the reason my plaque was ripped from the ground, after 
having been there since September 2003. 

The people of Lowell are very caring, and proud of their 
community. I think they deserve to know some of the injus-
tices that happen within the offices that run this city. As a 
footnote, I still haven't gotten my plaque back. 

Sincerely, Dawn White 

Letters, Letters, Letters... 
The Lowell Ledger welcomes all "Letters to the Edi-

tor" for publication on its "Viewpoint"page. Letters can 

be typed or written. However, we ask that they do not 

exceed one written page or one typed, double-spaced 

page. 

"Letters to the Editor" should be sent to the Lowell 

Ledger, 105 N. Broadway, P.O. Box 1215, Lowell, Ml 

49331 oremailedto: ledger@lowellbuyersguide.comLet-

ters must be signed and please include a phone number 

when emailing. 

Editing may be necessary for space, clarity and to 

avoid obscenity, libel or invasion of privacy. The Ledger 

reserves the right to limit submissions from the same 

writer to twice a month. The Ledger thanks you in advance 

for your cooperation. 

jLedger Entries 
| of125,100, 75,50 and 25 years ago 

125 YEARS THE WEEKLY JOURNAL 

DECEMBER 17,1879 

It's time to renew your subscription before January 1. 

People want Bridge and Main streets to be paved. 

James W. Hine is appointed again as Lowell's postmaster 

for the next four years, by the (U.S.) president and Senate. 

Manistee had a rainstorm last week that burst sewers and 

drains all over town. 

Mark Twain is 44 years old. 

100 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER 

DECEMBER 15,1904 

The telephone number in Willard Hunter's ad is "Citi-

zens' phone 70-5 rings." 

The editor complains that Train's opera house is freezing 

cold. 

New "Automobile boats" used for racing are affecting 

design of all power boats. 
It was 12 below zero Monday morning. 
"When you have freight at the depot, call J.D. Kelley & 

Sons." 

75 YEARS T H E LOWELL LEDGER 

AND THE ALTO SOLO 

DECEMBER 19,1929 

A blue mark on your Ledger the first of the month means 

you haven't paid your subscription. 

Future college curricula will contain less Latin and an-

cient history and more modern history and current events. 

Most high school students are ignorant of current events. 

Grand Rapids city manager George Welch promises that 

every able-bodied man in need of work will be given work by 

the city and access to reduced-cost supplies. 

Chevrolet Co. has no old age limit, as long as the worker 

does his work. Some companies consider 40 the top limit. 

Icy streets and sidewalks prompt wearing "creepers" 

which are hard on floors. 

50 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER 

DECEMBER 16,1954 

A cardboard box on the porch will help with the quantities 

of holiday mail, says the post office. 

A foundation for the new diesels to be installed at the 

power plant is in process. 

Another aging Main Street lamp post bites the dust in an 

otherwise minor car accident. 

The no-parking 2-6 a.m. rule will be enforced. Snow 

removal season is here. 

Justice of the Peace Howard Rittenger reports 26 viola-

tions in October and only 13 in November. 

25 YEARS T H E GRAND VALLEY LEDGER 

DECEMBER 13,1979 

New Year's Eve will be on Sunday, so bars can serve only 

beer and wine. 

Roger Odell becomes Vergennes Township supervisor, 

120 years after his great-great-grandfather, Orlando Odell, 

had the position. 

The Lowell landfill will close for the winter as of January 

1. 

The new video recorders cost $ 1,000 and tapes go for $50 

each. 

The Rosie Drive-in special this week is a quarter-pound 

hot dog for 85 cents. 

The Refloat the Showboat magic show benefit draws slim 

crowds, due to sub-zero weather. 
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Softball team donates dollars to F.R.O.M. 

kmwIB 

Jody Haybarker, direc-

tor of Flat River Outreach 

Ministries (from left), ac-

cepts a check from Andrea 

Dewey and Jean Kimberlin, 

seniors on the Lowell var-

sity softball team. This is the 

third straight year the soft-

ball team has donated $200 

to the local charity organiza-

tion. The donations come 

from the money raised by 

the softball team's newspa-

per recycling truck. 

"We'd like to thank the 

community for its continued 

support in filling that truck 

up, because without them, 

this wouldn't be happening," 

said sof tba l l coach Bob 

Rodenhouse. 

The trailer is located near 

the loading docks at the 

northwest corner of Lowell 

High School. Newspapers 

can be dropped off year-

round for recycling. 

Haybarker said the do-

nation will be used to buy 

food for the Christmas bas-

kets F.R.O.M. distributes to 

needy local families. 

-..... -w.;; 

Of Faith 

IN THE SERVICE 

Navy Airman Appren-

t ice J e n n i f e r L y n e m a , 

daughter of Brenda and 

David Lynema of Alto, re-

cently completed U.S. Navy 

basic training at Recruit 

Training Command, Great 

Lakes, 111. 

Life Insurance... 

As permanent as your love 
Your love for your kids is 

permanent, so protect them with 

permanent life insurance. 

It gives you peace of mind, lifelong 

protection, and cash values you 

can borrow against. Call today. 

MARK JOHNSON 
6095-28th Slreel Sle. 4 

Grand Rapids, Ml 
49546 - 940-8181 

Making Your Future More Predictable 

FARM BUREAU BZ . INSURANCE 
FARM BUREAU MUTUAL • FARM BUREAU UFE • FARM BUREAU GENERAL 

www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com 

During the eight-week 

program, Lynema completed 

a variety of training which 

included classroom study 

and practical instruction on 

naval customs, first aid, 

firefighting, water safety and 

survival, shipboard/aircraft 

safety, and physical fitness. 

The capstone event of 

boot camp is "Battle Sta-

tions." This exercise is de-

signed to galvanize the basic 

warrior attributes of sacri-

fice, dedication, teamwork 

and endurance in each re-

cruit through the practical 

application of basic Navy 

skills and the core values of 

Honor, Courage and Com-

mitment. 

Father George J. Fekete 

St. Mary Church 

St. John the Baptist has been pointing out Jesus to 

people for 2,000 years and is pointing Him out to us today. 

He does it not only by words, but also by his life, and by the 

virtues that put spiritual backbone in his life. If we are really 

going to turn to Jesus as John did, we need the qualities John 

had. Let's look at those qualities, first, through the eyes of 

Jesus. In St. Matthew's Gospel 1:2-22, to the people, Jesus 

is saying of John the Baptist, "What did you go out to the 

desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind?" Well, John was 

no reed, he never swayed or bent. He was more like a mighty 

oak tree. He was a man who loved God and a man of 

firmness and commitment. He was a man of discipline. You 

and I live in a world full of human reeds, but human reeds 

can ' t be faithful Christians. To be faithful to Christ, we have 

to be disciplined like John the Baptist. 

John was disciplined and fearlessly honest. Before 

being imprisoned, he had prepared the way for Christ, 

baptized Him and pointed out that Jesus was the one who 

was to take away the sins of the world. Remember, too, he 

had told Herod that it was not lawful for him to have 

Herodias, the wife of his brother, Philip, for which John was 

put in prison. 

Humility was also part of John's spiritual backbone. He 

said of Jesus, "One mightier than I is coming. I am not 

worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals" (Luke 3:16). 

"He must increase, I must decrease." We, too, need that kind 

of humility in order to imitate John in following Jesus. 

We will please Jesus when He comes on Christmas Day 

if we use the rest of his Advent Season to copy John 's 

discipline, honesty and humility. This will also bring us a 

long way toward preparing us for Christ 's Second Coming 

as well. 

God love you. 

A T T E N T I O N : B I B L E B E L I E V E R S 

If you would like to attend a church 
where the King James Bible is held up 
as the perfect, preserved word of God 

with all the words of God for all English 
speaking people, then give us a visit 

at: 901 W. Main. Lowell 
Across the street from the Vennen Dodge dealership. 

897-6284 or 485-4195 
10AM Sunday School; 11AM Morning Service; 

6PM Evening Service; 
Wed., 7:30PM Prayer Meeting. 

A L T O U N I T E D 
M E T H O D I S T C H U R C H 

Kirby and Harrison 

Alto • 616-691-8011 
Worship 9:30 A.M. 
Children's Church 9:30 A.M. 

OPEN HEARTS - OPEN MINDS 
- OPEN DOORS 

Pastor Dean Bailey 

C o n t e m p o r a r y S e r v i c e s 

L o w e l l H i g h School A u d i t o r i u m 

(Nursery & Children's Ministry Provided) 

Sunday Mornings 10 A M 

Impact Youth (Sunday's at the Pasior's bore). .5 PM 

Phone us @ 897-0333 or 437-5093 

Call for a free CD Service Sample 

C A L V A R Y C H R I S T I A N 
R E F O R M E D C H U R C H 

O F L O W E L L 
Rev. Randy Meyers - 897-7060 

1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml 
Morning Worship 10:00 A. M. 
Sunday School 11:20 A.M. 
Evening Worship 6:00 RM. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free 

F I R S T U N I T E D M E T H O D I S T 
C H U R C H O F L O W E L L 

621 E. Main Street • 897-5936 

^ Worship Services 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

DR. MICHAEL! C0NKLIN, PASTOR 
Nursery & child care available at both services 

Barrier - Free Entrance 

• R W E R G R E E N I ' 
JLJ MISSIONARY CHURCH S 

10501 Settlewood • Ph. 897-7185 
Sunday School 9:45 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11A.M. I 
Evening Service 6:00 P.M. 

Prayer and Praise - Wed., 7:00 P.M. 
Rev. Rick Ferguson - 987-6475 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
(Barrier-Free) 

C H R I S T I A N L I F E C E N T E R 

(Assembly of God) 
3050 Alden Nash S.E.« 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery 

Robert W. Holmes, Senior Pastor 
Dave Noonon, Asst Pastor 

Jonathan & Stacy Holmes, Youth Pastors 
SUNDAYS: 

Worship: 9:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 
WEDNESDAYS: 

Family Night: (For All Ages) 7 p.m. 
"XL" Youth: 7 p.m. 

ST. MARY'S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Fr. George J. Fekete 
402 Amity St. •897-9820 

www.stmary-lowell.com 
Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 9:30 AM 

Weekday Masses: 7:45 AM 
Holy Day Masses: 9 AM & 7 PM 

Saturday confessions: 10-10:30 AM 
Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:15 AM - 8 PM 

FFICOBH)UCAIW,(HIlflBJTDA£UIS-CMlBfl0WBBCIC 897-7915 
StELOmi(WCX49.EWT*FOfl24HR.(mX£am)CASmG 

G O O D S H E P H E R D 
L U T H E R A N C H U R C H 

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod) 
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21 

www.goodshepherdlowell.org 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class. .9:00 A.M. 
Worship Service 10:00 A.M. 

(Nursery available) 

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307 
All facilities are wheelchair accessible 

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE 
UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:00 A.M. 
SUNDAY EVENING SERVICES 6:00 P.M 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 7:00 P.M. 
At 215,/2 W. Main. Lowell 
(entrance in rear of building) 

CALL FOR FREE HOME BIBLE STUDIES 
Pastor Robert L. Hubbard 

Phone: (616) 897-1267 
website www.apHghthouse.com 

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 

201 N. Washington • 897-8800 
Sunday School 9:45 A.M. 
Morning Worship 10:50 A.M. 
Sunday Evening 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Family Ministry 7:00 P.M. 

PASTOR KEN ANDERSON 
Staffed Nursery Provided 

Barrier-Free Entrance 

SOUTH BOSTON BIBLE CHURCH 
(Kyser Road SE at Grand River Ave.) 

WE ARE YOUR NEIGHBORS • WE CARE ABOUT YOU 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 A.M. 

Word of Life (for Jr. & Sr. High) 6:30 P.M. 
Evening Praise 7:00 P.M. 

Wednesday Kids Klub (ages 2-5) 7:00 P.M. 
Olympians (1st-Btfi grades) 
Prayer and Bible Study 
limy. fta»yt College & CNdren's Senices provided -WheebBif tesile 

Church 897-7623 • Parsonage 897-5464 •sbbcch§juno.com 

t 

-- FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

2275 West Main Street •897-7168 

Internet: http://www.fbcloweli.org 
Rev. David 0. Sims & Rev. W. Lee Taylor 

Wayne Haines, Youth Pastor 
' "Sun. Worship Service 9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M. 

Sunday School Hour. 11:00 A.M. 
AWANA/CLUB JC... Wed. 6:15 & 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times 
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free 

A L T O N B I B L E C H U R C H 
Lincoln Lake Ave. at 3 Mi le Road 

897-5648 
Sunday School 10:00 A . M . 

Morn ing Worsh ip 11:00 A .M . 

Evening Pra ise 6:00 P.M. 

Wednesday A W A N A 7:00 P.M. 

(Sept. - Apri l) 

Prayer and Bible S tudy 7:00 P.M. 

Pastor Ken Ford (Home) 897-6418 
YOU ARE WELCOME! 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
C H U R C H OF LOWELL 

(United Church of Christ) 

404 North Hudson • 897-5906 

Worship and Church School 10:00 A.M. 

Dr. Roger LaWarre Pastor 

Megan MacNaughton Music Director 

Barrier-Free Nursery Provided 

Come Join Us For Praise & Worship 
J i S i 

Lauren Vashaw, a 2003 

graduate of Lowell High 

School, is a guard for the 

D e n i s o n U n i v e r s i t y 

women ' s basketball team. 

The sophomore has started 

all five games this year for 

the Big Red and is second on 

the team with 11 assists. 

The team is 4-1 overall 

with a 2-0 conference record. 

HAPPY BKTHDAY 

DEC. 16:Timmy Buechler. 

DEC. 17: Bill Ellison, Jerry 

Scott. 

DEC. 18: Danielle Anchors, 

Hillary Graves, Cliff Wall-

ing. 

DEC. 19: Lori Moore, Carol 

Chamberlain. 

DEC. 20: Ed Mohr, William 

Henry Bum, Jackie Spencer, 

Rob Lpmbardo. 

DEC. 21: A1 Smith, Brooke 

Page, Zachary Tykocki. 

DEC. 22: Jason Seeley. 
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Home schooling - a popular option in the Lowell area 
By Dan Schneider 

Two faith-based coop-

erative education groups in 

Lowel l d e m o n s t r a t e the 

popularity of home school-

ing in the area. 

The older of the two is 

LINK (Lowell Interactive 

Network for Kids) . . I t ' s a 

group of almost 60 Chris-

tian, home-schooled kids 

f rom 32 famil ies . LINK 

meets monthly to go on field 

trips to historic sites and civic 

buildings and the like. Par-

ents who are members of 

LINK can also participate in 

Thursday co-op classes at 

Alton Bible Church on Lin-

coln Lake Ave. 

" I t ' s a co-op , which 

means everybody has to help 

teach and help run it," LINK 

director Lori Riley said. 

Pa ren t s t each each 

other's children in subjects 

of their own expertise. These 

range f rom chemistry to 

small engine repair. One of 

the older students teaches 

chess to younger students. 

Outside teachers are some-

times hired to teach classes 

like art, sign language and 

drama. 

Chris t the King is a 

Catholic home school group 

that meets Fridays at St. 

Mary 's Church in Lowell. 

There are 45 families and 

about 100 students involved. 

It broke away from LINK 

seven years ago. 

"It was so full that there 

wasn't room in the church," 

said Christ the King partici-

pant Stacy Langlois. 

Langlois , who home-

schools three of her children, 

said the cooperative home-

school group allows kids ac-

cess to a broader range of 

subjects, like art and higher 

math. 

"A lot of the stuff is re-

ally things that you can ' t do 

at home, like I have no talent 

in art," she said. 

It's also a social outlet 

for the students. 

"It gives them a chance 

to get together and have a fun 

day with their friends," said 

Langlois. 

One of the arguments 

against home schooling is the 

idea that it restricts social de-

velopment. Christ the King 

School d i rec to r R h o n d a 

Fitzpatrick said the coopera-

tive group offers students a 

broader age range and more 

diversity to interact. 

"It's a whole microcosm 

of the world," Fitzpatrick 

said. 

Fitzpatrick said most par-

ents who home school around 

Lowell have other reasons 

than fears for the quality of 

the public school system. 

"The schools are good 

here," Fitzpatrick said. 

One of the reasons she 

home schools is to allow her 

daughter to develop her per-

sonal philosophy indepen-

Local Scouts visit TV-13 
C u b Scouts Pack 3106 f rom St. Patrick's visited George Lessens, meteorolo-

gist for TV-13 , Wednesday , Dec. 8. Each of the scouts donated a toy to the 

stat ion's Toys for Tots program. Many of the scouts collected pop cans to raise 

money for the toys. 

* * • 

The history of science is not a mere record of isolated discoveries; it is a narra-
tive of the expansive force of the human intel lect on one side, and the com-
pression arising from the traditionary faith and human interest on the other. 

—John Draper 

A T R U S T E D T R A D I T I O N O F AFFORDABLE, 

P E R S O N A L I Z E D , A N D C O M F O R T A B L E CARE 

LIFETIME DENTAL E X C E L L E N C E 

Professionally Trained, Caring, and Courteous Staff 

» State-of-the-Art Procedures, Instruments, and Techniques 

• Cosmetic Care: Porcelain Veneers, Bonding, and Whitening 

• Mercury-Free Dentistry • Filtered Water Lines 

Orthodontic Care (Braces) • Wisdom Teeth Extraction 
1 Implants • TMJ (Jaw Pain Therapy) 

• Treatment of Periodontal Disease (Latest Non-Surgical Techniques Available) 

• Dentures • Partials • Root Canals • Crowns and Bridges 

Emergencies Accepted • Convenient Payment Plans 

Serving the Area Since 1981 L i 
T O D D G1LLAN, D D S , P C 

2186 MAIN STREET • LOWELL 

LOCATED ACROSS FROM ARBYS 

WE CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO CALL 

1 •C 

- | - - | - y A T V T Y11C. IKJU l V 

D E N T A L E X C E L L E N C E (616) 897-8491 
C O N V E N I E N T L Y L O C A T E D IN LOWELL 
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dently. Through thpir class-

mates at school, she ex-

plained, children are often 

exposed too early to ideas 

they are not mature enough 

to handle. 

"My feeling personally 

is ... I think it's important to 

keep kids home at least 

through middle school," she 

said. "It 's a way to give them 

a solid base and know who 

they are." 

Part of why Langlois and 

Fitzpatrick home school is 

because they want Catholic 

faith to be part of the curricu-

lum. This can' t happen in 

public schools, they main-

tain. 

"I think that 's the biggest 

thing," Langlois said. "They 

just don't allow it any more." 

Riley also wanted faith 

to be part of her children's 

education, but her original 

reasons for home schooling 

had to do more with her 

family's circumstances. 

"We got into it just be-

cause when we started, we 

lived in a very bad neighbor-

hood," Riley said. She didn't 

want her kids walking to 

school or waiting for the bus. 

She and her husband have 

moved around a lot, also, and 

she said home schooling was 

the best way to offer her chil-

dren consistent education. 

Lang lo i s said h o m e 

schooling allows her to cover 

more ground. 

"If you have a class and 

some of the kids are behind, 

you have to wait for the rest 

of the class to catch up," she 

said. 

'They do get personal-

ized schooling," Fitzpatrick 

said. "You can tailor the cur-

riculum to their interests and 

needs." 

There is little regulation 

of home schooling in the state 

of Michigan. Langlois and 

Fitzpatrick both use a cur-

riculum created by a Virginia 

company that collects and 

grades tests and papers. How-

ever, they are not required to 

do so. 

LINK and Christ the King 

School arc not the only home-

school groups in this area. 

There are bands, and basket-

ball and football teams of 

home school students in Kent 

County . There are home 

school centers in Grandville 

and Rockford, with waiting 

lists, that offer classes for 

home school children. 

Ann Taylor. Ralph Lauren. 
Do these names ring a bell? 

Shop at Goodwill to find these and other name 
brand items for less. 

goodwill 
Good finds, good cause... Goodwill. 

www.goodwillgr.org (616) 532-4200 www.shopggoodwill.com 

The (State Quarter 

. V E R Y 

^ L t o r ! 

Coins OI America 
02-505 mm 

Now available at ICNB! The State Quarter Coin Bear for 
Michigan* plus... The Slate Quarter Collection and other 
collectihle coins. Great iar stocking staffers and holiday gifts! 
Visit your local ICNB office to purchase your coins today! 

'Sears are available in limited quanlities. 

ICNB 
Hometown Banking 

http://www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com
http://www.stmary-lowell.com
http://www.goodshepherdlowell.org
http://www.apHghthouse.com
http://www.fbcloweli.org
http://www.goodwillgr.org
http://www.shopggoodwill.com
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Sharing 
The Vision 

NANCY HOPKINS 
Board of Education President 

There is an important element shared among successful 

boards of education that allow them to maintain their ability 

to act responsibly, effectively and efficiently even if issues 

take an unpleasant turn. With this common conviction, 

boards can pursue their work in a positive way, acting 

honestly, directly and with good will. 

Most important to the success of a school board is the 

recognition that election to this public office is an expression 

of trust by voters. With their election, board members are 

trusted to make the right decisions about curriculum, disci-

pline, teachers and other staff. They are trusted with the care 

and maintenance of the buildings and student safety. They 

are trusted with making careful and prudent financial deci-

sions. They are trusted with your children's learning and 

growing. 

Trust does not come without effort and public trust can be 

fragile. Members of the Lowell board recognize both and are 

committed to building and maintaining your trust. You can 

expect that Lowell board members will be prepared for 

meetings and carry out responsibilities with a positive atti-

tude. Board members will behave in a professional manner. 

Your board will continue to operate in a cohesive fashion, 

moving deliberately toward expressed goals. It will follow 

policies and procedures that allow it to act in a thoughtful and 

predictable manner. 

The Lowell board of education values the trust of our 

community. With your trust we can move forward with the 

business of education in each of our schools, following our 

strategic vision and focusing on achievement for every 

student. Without it, we cannot accomplish our mission of a 

quality educational experience for every child. 

Staff Member of the Month 

December Students of the Month 

Patti Harreld was 

nominated by fellow staff 

members to be November's 

Murray Lake Staff Member 

of the Month. 

Those who nominated 

the media center assistant 

said, "Patti is awesome. She 

goes out of her way to help 

us get books and other things 

we need. We are very lucky 

to have hef." 

Harreld has worked for 

Lowell Schools for just over 

five years. She said, t4I love 

being in the media center at 

Murray Lake. I feel like I 

have found my nitch!" 

Harreld and her husband 

Larry moved to Lowell six 

years ago from the east side 

of the state. They have three 

sons. 

* 

Pictured, left to right, are: Matt Flanagan, Katie Callihan, Anthony Johnson and Katie Baker. 

Students of the Month for 

December were recently an-

nounced by Lowell High 

School. 

The Math Department se-

lected Anthony Wayne 

Johnson. The senior is the 

son of Leslie and Mike 

Johnson of Lowell.His extra-

curricular activities include 

golf and National Honor So-

ciety. He is also employed at 

McDonald's. Johnson plans 

to attend Grand Valley State 

University next year to pur-

sue a major in accounting. 

I N O N E V I S I T 

...SIMPLE! 
"If I had known it would be this easy, I wouldn't 

have put off getting a crown for so long. One visit 

and it was done. The crown fits and looks great. 

I have my smile hack..simple!" 

/ ( q \ F a m i l L ) D e n t i s t r i ) o f L o w e l l 

- A N N W I L S O N , D.D.S. -

Tel. 897-4835 • 147 North Center Street • Lowell 
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His teacher nominator said 

he has done an excellent job 

of preparing each day for 

class. He shows a great un-

derstanding of calculus and 

is quick to assist his class-

mates. 

The Science Department 

has chosen Katie Baker. She 

is a senior and the daughter of 

Jim and Deb Stoutjesdyk of 

Lowell and Craig Baker of 
Grand Rapids. Her extracur-

ricular activities include cap-

tain of the volleyball team, 

SADD and drum major for 

the marching band. She plans 

to attend college next year 

and would like to major in 

account ing. Her teacher 

nominator said she is a very 

hard worker, a leader and a 

positive influence in class. 

The Foreign Language 

Department has selected 

Katie Callihan. The senior 

is the daughter of Lloyd and 

Barb Callihan of Lowell. Ex-

tracurricular activities include 

fall and winter cheerleading, 

softball and vice president of 

International Club. Callihan 

intends to enroll at Grand 

Rapids Community College 

next year. Her teacher nomi-

nator said her dedication to 

learning French over the past 

four years is admirable.She 

has worked toward this goal 

with determination and suc-

cess. 

The Social Studies De-

partment is honoring Matt 

Flanagan. A senior, he is the 

son of Mark Flanagan and 

Valerie and Victor Tidd. 

Flanagan plans to take col-

lege classes and work next 

year. His teacher nominator 

said he has shown an as-

tounding work ethic, enthu-

siasm and leadership in A ? 

Government. 

* * * 

1 have learned this strange thing about travel: one 
may return to a place, and quite unexpectedly, meet 
oneself sill lingering there from the last time. 

—Helen Bevington 
* * * 

Maplewood Square 
Apartments 

All apartments on one level 
Senior citizen friendly 

Large 940 s.f. - 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
Huge 1400 s.f. - 3 bedroom, 2 bath 

Laundry room with washer/dryer, 
attached garage, covered porches, 

all kitchen appliances included. 

Located on the West side of Lowell, 
one block North of Main Street. 

Contact: 
Michael Nosko at 616-682-1581 

m*—' 
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Financial Focus 
EdwardJones 

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871 

With Christopher C. Godbold 

OWN A SMALL BUSINESS? 

CONSIDER THESE RETIREMENT PLANS 

When you own a small business, you're absorbed in the 
"here and now." 

But you still must think about life after your working 

years-so you'll need to put a good retirement plan in place. 

Fortunately, you can choose from a variety of quality 

retirement plans. These plans typically offer three key fea-
tures: 

• Tax-deferred eamings-When you invest in a "tax 

qualified" retirement plan, you'll pay no taxes on your 

earnings until you start taking withdrawals. 

• Pretax contributions - You generally put pretax dollars 

into your retirement plan, so your contributions may lower 

your adjusted gross income. 

• Variety of investment options - You can fund your 

retirement plan with an array of investments: stocks, bonds, 

government securities and more. 

u 

With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 
Jim Lang, 

Wayne A. Chnstenson III, 
John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie 

C R O U P 

Croup is a viral respiratory tract infection that typically 
affects young children between the ages of one and five. The 
infection causes the trachea (windpipe) to swell. It causes a 

fever, hoarseness and a barking (seal-like) cough. It may also 

cause a crowing noise (called stridor) when the chi Id breathes 

through the narrowed windpipe. Symptoms tend to be worse 

at night. 

Children with croup should get plenty of rest and liquids. 

Over the counter children's cough medicine and Children's 

Tylenol can be used to treat the symptoms. Antibiotics are 

not effective against croup. 

If a child develops a mild attack of stridor, having them 

breathe either moist air or cold air can improve their symp-

toms. This can be accomplished by the following ways: (1) 

Run a hot shower with the bathroom door closed; have the 

child sit in the bathroom with supervision and breathe the 

steamy air. Or, (2) Take your child outside into the cold air. 

If your child's breathing does not improve with the above 

treatments, or if they develop difficulty swallowing, call 

your doctor immediately. 

Most children with mild croup will get better with 

treatment at home within a week, but some may need 

treatment in the hospital. If you suspect your child has croup, 

you should monitor his/her symptoms closely and have them 

evaluated by their doctor. 

Now, let's look at some common small-business retire-
ment plans: 

If You Have No Employees 

If your business has no employees except your spouse, 

you may want to choose from among these plans: 

SEP IRA - With a SEP IRA, you can contribute up to 25 

percent of your compensation into the plan, up to a maximum 
of $41,000. 

Owner - only 401 (k) - If you have an uowner-only 

401 (k)," you can put in up to 25 percent of your compensa-

t i o n / ? ^ $ 14,000 (in 2005). If you' re 50 or older, you can add 

an additional $4,000 in "catch-up" contributions. (However, 

you can't contribute more than $41,000 per year if you're 

under age 50, or $44,000 annually if you're 50 or older). 

Owner-only 401(k) plans also can permit larger contribu-

tions if your spouse works for the business. 

Owner-only Defined Benefit - This plan may be appro-

priate for you if you earn more than $100,000 annually from 

your business, you are over age 40, you can commit to 

contribute for at least three years, and you desire much larger 

contributions than are possible with the SEP-IRA or the 

owner-only 401(k). 

If You Have Employees 

If you have employees, you may want to consider one of 

these plans: 

SIMPLE IRA - A SIMPLE IRA is easy to set up and 
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inexpensive to administer. In 2005, you and each of your 

employees can contribute up to $10,000 to a SIMPLE IRA 

(or $12,500 if age 50 or over). Your business is generally 

required to match both your and your employees' contribu-

tions, dollar for dollar, up to three percent of their salary, 

unless you decide to put in two percent of each eligible 

employee's compensation. 

Safe Harbor 401(k) - A Safe Harbor 401(k) offers the 

features of a traditional 401 (k), but the amount you can defer 

from your salary is not limited to whether your employees 

contribute. You, as the business owner, benefit because you 

can contribute up to the annual maximum ($14,000 in 2005 

or $18,000 if you're 50 or older), regardless of how much 

your employees contribute. 

Safe Harbor401(k) with Age-enhanced Profit Sharing -

Your business can make additional profit-sharing contribu-

tions to a Safe Harbor 401(k) plan. If you are older than most 

of your employees, you can structure your plan so that the 

contributions going to your account, and to those of your key 

employees, are much higher than the percentage going to 

most employees. 

Pick The Plan That Fits 

Before choosing a retirement plan for your business, 

meet with your tax adviser and investment representative. 

Take the time to choose the plan that fits your individual 

needs. 

Gift cards for good readers 
Murray Lake Elementary 

has started a new motivational 
program called the Acceler-
ated Reader (AR) program. 
Its goal is to get kids to read 
more at home by choosing 
books that are at each child's 
reading level. 

The books are color coded 
in the media center and in 
classrooms. Each color rep-

resents a different reading 
level and each book is given 
a point value. Upon comple-
tion of a book, the student 
takes a computerized AR test. 
If they pass, they earn all of 
that book's points. Each time 
a student earns 10 AR points, 
he/she is able to fill out an AR 
reading slip. 

The student's name, read 
during morning announce-
ments, goes into the "drawing 
box." Certificates are also 
given to students each time 

they achieve 50 points 
Monthly winners receive 

a Meijer $10 gift card. "The 
program is working out really 
well. Our students have 

earned over 3000 AR points. 
We have a responsibility to 
get kids turned on to reading. 
There is so much research 
showing that kids who read at 
home perform better in the 
classroom in all academic ar-
eas," said Murray Lake prin-
cipal Brent Noskey. 

Pictured, front row, left to right, are: Brett Hindley, Ben Peterson, Matt Majinska, 
Sean Khodl, Kevin Blanchard and Kyle Acker; back row: Ryan Walters, Molly Denison, 
Zachary Vanderstelt and Alayna Nowak. 
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Part-Time Employees Needed 
Litehouse, Inc. (food manufacturing company) is 

seeking several part-time team members to perform 

any or all of these duties as needed: Local driver, 

custodial, clerical, light industrial and building/ 

grounds maintenance. Must be willing to work as 

needed and in any of these functions during the day. 

Must be able to pass criminal background, drug and 

alcohol check. Valid Michigan driver license and 

clean MVR. Some loading and unloading of up to 50 

pounds may be required. Previous related 

experience preferred. 

If you are interested in this position and 

your qualifications match, please forward 

your resume with salary history to: 

Human Resources Manager 
Litehouse, Inc. 

1400 Foreman Road 
Lowell, Michigan 49331 

Or apply on line at www.litehousefoods.com 
No phone calls will be accepted: 

O 

d 

http://www.litehousefoods.com
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Lions Club 
honors Reagan 

Bob Reagan (third from left), two-year director 

and twice past president of the Lowell Lions Club, 

was awarded the Melvin Jones Fellowship last 

Tuesday by Dr. Gary Anderson, district governor for 

Lions Clubs International. The fellowship, named 

for the founder of Lions Clubs International, rec-

ognizes Lions Club members for their commitment 

to the humanitarian objectives of the Lions Club 

International Foundation. It is the highest form of 

recognition conferred by the foundation. Ander-

son also gave Reagan a chevron for 50 years of 

membership in the Lions Club. Reagan is the only 

charter member still active in the Lowell Lions. 

Other members pictured are, from left to right; Kurt 

Hieshetter, David Durkee, Dennis Anchors, Steve 

Doyle and Jim Doyle. 

PEBBLE BEACH 
APARTMENTS 

1102 -1116 Bowes Rd. • Lowell, Ml 49331 
Call Penny (616) 897-6880 

Reward, continued... 
From Page 1 

MOVE IN SPECIAL 
13 Month Lease 

Includes: Security Deposit, 
Cleaning Fee (Non Refundable), 

1st Month's Rent 

1 

4i think it's kind of a 
shocking demise that that dog 

met, and when dog owners and 

dog lovers read about what 
this woman went through, 

they're very sympathetic," 

Valentine said. 

The maximum penalty 
for trapping on city property 
is 90 days in jail and a $100 

fine, though it is unlikely the 

trapper would receive the 

maximum sentence if it is a 
first offense. 

"Without a doubt, this 
person's intent was not to 

trap domestic animals," 

Valentine said. "It's minimal 
consequences as far as 

responsibility but at least they 

can help the owner come to 

some closure on this." 

People with information 
about the trapping incident 

should contact the Lowell 

Police Department at 897-
7123. 

Holiday Trivia 
The holidays are steeped in 

many traditions. Some people 

kiss beneath mistletoe, others 

light candles in honor of the re-

wards of faith, and others believe 

in the fruits of the harvest. But have 

you ever heard about spiders and the holi-

days being related? According to Ukrainian 

folklore, there once was a poor woman 

w h o could not afford Christmas decorations for 

her family. One Christmas morning, she awoke to find 

her children's tree trimmed with spider webs. When 

the morning sun shone on them, the webs turned sil-

ver and gold. 

Today, an artificiai spider and web often adorn 

a Ukrainian Christmas tree. The spider and web are 

seen as a symbol of holiday luck. 

A subscription to T h e L o w e l l L e d g e r is the perfect gift 
for an out-of-town student, snowbird or favorite neighbor! 

IT'S EASIER THAN EVER! 
MAIL PAYMENT ALONG WITH ORDER FORM TO: 

The Lowell Ledger • P.O. Box 128, Lowell, Ml 49331 
" ^ # 

NAME 

ADDRESS. 

CITY 
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STATE ZIP A 13*** 
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Choose One 
IN KENT COUNTY OUTSIDE KENT COUNTY 
• 1 Year $15 • 1 year:..„$22.50 
• 2 years $29,00 G 2 years...$38,00 

Senior Citizen Discount $1,00 per year 
We also send a Christmas card 

announcing your gift subscription. 
Please let us know how you would like the card sighed 
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Intramural program starts 
at Murray Lake Elementary 

Mike Fillman and Paul 

Jacobus, Murray Lake fifth 

grade teachers, have been 

playing or coaching hockey 

and basketball for more than 

50 years combined. Wanting 

to share their experience 

with students at Murray 

Lake, they decided to start 

a basketball and floor hockey 

intramural program. 

"We both love the sport 

and have spent many years 

coaching both hockey and 

basketball. This gives us 

the opportunity to share our 

knowledge about the game 

with the kids, and have a lot 

of fun while doing it," said 

Fillman. 
Jacobus, who was 

Lowell's varsity hockey 

coach for three years, 

added, 44 This is good for 

kids, but also for parents. 

Many parents are very busy, 

and do not have time to 

get their kids to practice in 

the evenings. Having our 

intramural program right 

after school allows many 

kids to be involved who 

otherwise could not." 

Fifth grade parent Beth 

Hovey comments, "This is 

such a wonderful program. 

It has done wonders for my 

son's self-esteem. It allows 

kids to participate in sports 

in a l o w stress' environment. 

Jacobus and Fillman are 

great!" 

Over 35 fourth and lifth 

grade Murray Lake students 

participate each Tuesday and 

Thursday in the gym after 

school. After the students 

warm • up, Fillman and 

Jacobus spend time teaching 

skills through specific drills. 

Following drill work, the 

students play games against 

each other. Each student 

is given a Murray Lake 

intramural T-shirt to wear 

during intramurals. 

"Intramurals is 

awesome! It is really fun," 

said Quincee Denault." 

"Mr. Jacobus and Mr. 

Fillman teach us a lot about 

the game, but make it really 

fun," shared Luke Stevens. 

"Playing three on three 

is the best part." added 

Michaela Kehoe. 

The program will 

continue through January. 

The teachers will evaluate 

the program and their own 

time, and decide if they will 

run a second session in late 

winter/early spring. 

/ 

Mr. Fillman challenges fourth grader, Grant Noskey to a shoot out. Alex Ligman, 

Nicole Wilcox, Shelby Baird, and Alisha Noffke cheer them on. 

School board hears mixed budget news at Monday's meeting 
By Dan Schneider 

At Monday's meeting, 

the Lowell Area Schools 

board of education heard 

good news and bad news 

about the school's budget 

picture. 

The good news is that 

at the last state revenue 

concensus conference, 

lawmakers decided not to 

allow cuts to the School Aid 

Fund for the current school 

year. The bad news is, as the 

state struggles with a large 

budget • deficit, they may 

choose to cut the funding 

after the January revenue 

concensus conference. So the 

state budget picture remains 

unclear, according to LAS 

assistant superintendent for 

finance and personnel Connie 

Gillette. 

The state also passed 

a piece of legislation that 

would cost Lowell Area 

Schools about $260,000. 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm 

has not yet signed the bill, 

which would prevent the 

district, and 19 others in 

Kent County, from hiring 

itinerant staff through Kent 

Intermediate School District 

(KISD). Intermediate school 

districts get an extra 28 schools and the ISD hired 

percent reimbursement from them under their original 

the state for special education contracts. Because of this. 

staffers, speech therapists, 

social workers and other 

itinerant staff. 

Formerly, with 

employees solely of LAS, 

the staff stayed at Lowell 

the transition took a lot of 

work. 

School budget, 

cont'd., page 14 
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We're Expanding to 
Serve You Better! 

COMING SOON 
TO THIS LOCATION: 

• Bamboo 
• Karndean Design Floors 

• Hartco Wood Floor Covering 
• Ceramic Tile 

• Solid Surface Counter Tops 
• In-Floor Heating Systems 

Public and Builders Welcome 

floors 'By 'Design, Inc. 
1301 BOWES RD. • LOWELL, M I 49331 

616-897-4124 
or Toll Free 866-74-STONE 

www.fbdstone.com 

Geothermal 
Systems 
Help You 

Save Money 
On Heating 
& Cooling 

No other heating and 
cooling system offers lower 
operating costs, with 
savings up to 60% more In 
many cases. 

Geothermal units last much 
longer than traditional 
systems. These heating 
and cooling systems can 
operate efficiently for years 
with little maintenance. 

• You can get heating, central 
air conditioning and 
domestic hot water. That's 
three benefits all from the 
same compact unit. 

SALES • SERVICE 
INSTALLATION 

rctic Inc. 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

1301 BOWES RD. 
LOWELL 

897-4123 
www.heatingcoolingonline.com 

. .. 

http://www.fbdstone.com
http://www.heatingcoolingonline.com
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Notices in the "Coming 
Events" are free to any 
nonprofit organization in 
the Loweii, Ada, Aito & 
Saranac areas. Keep no-
tices brief; may submit by 
mail, but will accept no-
tices by phone at 897-9261. 

SUN.: Tri-town Conserva-
tion Club trap & skeet 
league, 5616 Dunn Rd. 12-
5 p.m. Call Larry at 
754-7104. Public welcome. 

SUN.: V.F.W. Post 8303 
Bingo. Doors open: 11 a.m.; 
1st game: 1 p.m. at Lowell 
Veterans Center, 3116 
Alden Nash S.E. Every 
Sunday except holidays. 

MON.: LHS Fellowship of 
Christ ian Ath letes & 
Friends, 7-8:30 p.m. in 
homes. Call 676-1355. 

MON.: Women's over 30 
drop-in basketball, 7-9:30 
p.m. at Cherry Creek El-
ementary. Cal l Dave 
(YMCA) 897-8445. Fee $3. 

MON.: Boy Scout Troop 
102,11 & up or completing 
5th grade, meets 7-8:30 
p.m. at Scout Cabin, end 
of N. Washington St. Call 
Tim Vanderwulp at 897-
4302 for more info. 

MON.: Loweii Board of 
Education meets 7 p.m. in 
Administration Building, 
300 High Street. 

1ST MON.: V.F.W. Post 
#8303, 3116 Alden Nash 
S.E. at 7 p.m. 

2ND MON.: Bowne Town-
ship Historical Society 
meets 7:30 at historic 
museum,84th/Aiden Nash. 

3RD MON.: Fallasburg His-
tor ical Society board 
meetings at chamber of-
fice or Fallasburg, 7 p.m. 
All invited.Call 897-7161 for 
info, or location. 

3RD MON.: Women of the 
Moose meeting at7:30 p.m. 

3RD MON.: Peripheral 
Neuropathy support group, 
7 p.m. Next meeting Feb. 
21 at Schneider Manor 
Community Rm., 725 
Bowes. Dorothy 897-9794. 

3RD MON.: Lowell Show-
boat Garden Club meets at 
7 p.m. at Lowell Church of 
the Nazarene in the Fel-
lowship Hall. 

4TH MON.: Clark-Ellis 
American Legion Post 152, 
3100 Alden Nash S.E. at 
7:30 p.m. 

TUBS.: Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly Tops Ml#372 
meets at Key Heights Mo-
bile Home Park Community 
Bldg. Weigh-ins 5:45 p.m. 

TUES.: Cub Scout Pack 
3188 at 1st United Meth-
odist Church, 6:30 p.m. 
Cubmaster Bruce Doll, 
897-9782/email: bruce @ 
imagesofvision.com. 

TUES.: Flat River 
Woodcarvers meet at 
LAAC from 6:30-8:30p.m. 

TUES.: Women's Commu-
nity Bible Study. Free 
nursery and preschool 
story hour/craft time 9:45 -
11:15 a.m./women only at 
7:15 p.m.Calvary Christian 
Reformed Church. Call 
897-7060 or 897-7555. 

1ST TUES.: Grattan His-
torical Society at O'Brien 
Room of Grattan Township 
Hall, 12050 Old BeldingRd. 
Public invited. 

1ST TUES.: Diabetic Sup-
port group, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Schneider Manor Commu-
nity Rm., 725 Bowes Rd. 
897-2760 or 897-9160. 

1ST TUES.: Adults with 
AD/HD at Calvin College, 
7-9 p.m. Call Gary Engle 
at 897-6325 or 248-2423. 

1 ST & 3RD TUES.: Lowell 
Lions Club, 6:30 p.m., Look 
Memorial Fire Station, 315 
S. Hudson St. 

2ND TUES.: Lowell Ma-
sonic Lodge meeting, 7:30 
p.m.. Masonic Center, 119 
Lincoln Lake. 

2NDTUES . :G.R. Chapter 
of the American Sewing 
Guild, Plainfield Senior 
Center, 5255 Grand River 
Dr. NE, 6:30 social; 7 p.m. 
meet ing/program. Call 
Sandy 285-0621 or June 
231 -780-1249 for more in-
formation. 

2ND &4TH TUES.: MOPS 
- Mothers of Preschoolers 
... because mothering mat-
ters. 9:15-11:30 a.m. at 
Impact, a Wesleyan 
Church, 1070 N. Hudson. 
Call 897-8304. 

2ND & 4TH TUES.: 
Saranac Needlers, 
needleart/quilting bee, 5-
8:30 p.m., 4 Health 
Wellness Center, Bridge 
St., Saranac. All are wel-
come. Contact Bev or 
Melissa, 642-6466. Light 
dinner is provided. 

2ND &4TH TUES.: Knights 
of Columbus #7719 meets 
at St. Mary School at 7:30 
p.m. 

3RD TUES.: Saranac 
Scrappers, scrapbooking/ 
journaling group meets at 
4 Health Wellness Center, 
Bridge St., Saranac, 5:30-
8:30 p.m. Light 
refreshments are served. 
Bev or Melissa, 642-6466. 

3RD TUES.: Parents of 
children w/AD/HD at St. 
Luke's Lutheran Church, 
32156 4 Mile NE/ E. 
Beltline) at 7 p.m. Call 
Linda: 874-5662; teen 
group: Sarah 281-6588. 

EVERY OTHER WED.: 
6:45-8:45 p.m. G.E.M.S. 
Girls Club - Calvary Chris-
tian Reformed Church. 
Ages 8-13. Call 897-8694. 

WED.: Rotary meets at 
noon, Lowell Masonic 
Temple, 119 Lincoln Lake. 

WED.: 8 p.m. ALANON 
upstairs at 1st Congrega-
tional Church, 404 N. 
Hudson St. 

WED.: T ri-town Consen/a-
tion Club trap & skeet 
league, 5616 Dunn Rd. 6-
10 p.m.Larry 754-7104. 

2ND WED.: Kent County 
Youth Fair Board meeting, 
7:30 p.m.. King Memorial 
Youth Center, 4-H Fair-
grounds. Call 897-6050. 

2ND WED.: Lowell 
Women's Club, noon in 
Schneider Manor Commu-
nity Room, 725 Bowes Rd. 

2ND WED.: Support group 
for Peripheral Neuropathy, 
4 p.m., St. Paul's Anglican 
Catholic Church, Grand 
Rapids. Dorothy 897-9794. 

THURS.: Weight Watch-
ers at Lowell Nazarene 
Church, 201 N. Washing-
ton St. 5:30 p.m. Register 
1/2 hr. before the meeting. 
For info. 1-800-651-6000. 

THURS.: Saranac Area 
Musicians and Singers 
practice at Saranac High 
School Band Rm. Choir:6-
7 p.m./band:7-8. Kathy 
Maatman, 897-5981. 

THURS.: Pottery classes 
at Franciscan Life Process 
Center, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
897-7842. 

THURS.: St. Mary's Preg-
nancy Crisis Center, 402 
Amity St., non-denomina-
tional help for pregnant 
women/adolescents,11 
a.m.-3 p.m.; Mondays: 
5:30-8 p.m. 897-9393. 

1ST THURS.: Michigan 
Hepatitis C Foundation 
support meetings, 7-8:30 
p.m. Spectrum Health Kent 
Community Campus, 750 
Fuller NE. 

1ST THURS.: 4-H drama 
club meeting, Lowel l 
Middle School choir room. 
Call 897-1502 after 5 p.m. 

1ST & 3RD THURS.: Alto 
Lions Club meets at 
Annalaine's on S. Alden 
Nash Ave. at 7 p.m. 

2NDTHURS.: N.A.R.F.E., 
1:30 p.m.,Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 2700 E. Fulton. 

2NDTHURS.: Loyal Order 
of the Moose, men's meet-
ing at 7:30 p.m. 

2NDTHURS.: Genealogy-
Alto Family Tree Club at 
Alto Library, 6:30-8 p.m. 

3RD THURS.: 4 Health 
Wel lness Center in 
Saranac. Parent Support 
Group 7-8:30 p.m. Call 
642-6466 for information. 

3RD THURS.: Rubber 
stamping at Christian Life 

Center 6-9 p.m. Create 
scrapbooks, share sup-
plies. Call Dawn at 
862-8841. 

3RDTHURS.: VFW#8303 
Ladies Auxiliary, 3116 
Alden Nash S.E. at 3 p.m. 

3RD THURS.: Parents 
Supporting Parents group, 
Franciscan Life Process 
Center. Call 897-7842. 

3RD THURS.: Royal Arch 
Masons, 7:30 p.m., Lowell 
Masonic Center, 119 Lin-
coln Lake. Dinner: 6:30. 

3RD THURS.: LaLeche 
League of Ada, Cascade, 
Lowell 6:30 p.m. socializ-
ing; meeting 7. Support for 
pregnant/breastfeeding 
women, Ada 752-8300. 

FRI.: Arts/Crafts volun-
teers at Franciscan Life 
Process Center, 9:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Call Pat or Judy 
at 897-7842 to meet new 
friends, share your talent. 

2ND SAT.: Ada Historical 
Society, 10:30 a.m. at 
Averill Historical Museum, 
7144 Headley, Ada. 

2ND SAT.: Lowell Ama-
teur Radio Club, Lowell 
Airport, 730 Lincoln Lake 
NE. 9 a.m. social time; 10 
a.m. meeting. LARC spon-
sors 145.27 MHz area 
radio repeater system. 

FRI., SAT. AND SUN.: 
Averill Historical Museum 
of Ada, 7144 Headley, 1-4 
p.m. or by appointment. 
Call 676-9346. 

LOWELL AREA HIS-
TORICAL MUSEUM: 
Tues., Sat. & Sun.1-4; 
Thurs., 1-8. Families: $10; 
individuals$3;5-17 $1.50; 
members free.897-7688. 

E N G L E H A R D T L I B R A R Y 

H O U R S : Mon.- Wed.,12 -
8 p.m.;Thurs. and Fri.:9:30 
-5 p.m.; Sat.: 9:30-2:30 
p.m. 200 N. Monroe. Call 
647-3920. 

ALTO LIBRARY HOURS: 
Mon. & Sat. 9:30 - 1:30 
p.m.; Tues. & Wed. 12-8 
p.m.; Thurs. 1-5 p.m. 

LOWELL AREA ARTS 
COUNCIL: Tues - Fri.: 12 
- 5 p.m.; Sat., 1-4 p.m. 
Monday / a.m. by appt. 
149 S. Hudson. 897-8545 
or www. lowell 
artscouncil.org. 

LOWELL SERENITY 
CLUB MEETINGS: (AA) 
Mon., Wed., Thurs: 12-1 & 
8-9 p.m.; Tues./Fri:12-1, 
4:30-5:30 & 8-9 p.m.; Sat./ 
Sun.: 10-11 a.m. & 8-9 
p.m.; (NA) Mon./Thurs., 6-
7:30 p.m. 101 W. Main. 
897-8565. 

FLAT RIVER OUT-
REACH MINISTRIES 
THRIFT SHOP HOURS: 
Wed.- Fri. 12-6 p.m.; Sat. 
10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 519 E. 
Main St. Call 897-2037. 

NOW-DEC. 17: F.R.O.M 
will collect new unwrapped 
toys and gifts for the An-
gel Trees and toy barrels 
at local businesses (see 
Along Main St.) 

WED., DEC. 15: LHS 
Spirit Store open 6-8 p.m. 
for shopping. 987-2982. 

WED., DEC. 15: LHS La-
crosse player/parent 
meeting at Cherry Creek 
Elementary, Rm. 188, 
6:30 - 8 p.m. 

WED., DEC. 15: Lowell 
Area Fire Dept. blood drive 
for Grand Valley Blood 
program, 2-7 p.m. at Look 
Memorial Fire Station, 315 
S. Hudson. 

THURS7FRI., DEC. 16 & 
17: Food and gifts may be 
dropped off at First United 

Methodist Church, 9:30-
4:30 for F.R.O.M. 
Distributed to families on 
Sat., Dec. 18. 

NOW THRU DEC. 17: 
Family, Fr iends & 
Neighbors,of Grattan, will 
be col lect ing new un-
wrapped toys for Toys for 
Tots. For drop off locations 
call 691-8848. 

SAT., DEC. 18: Saranac 
Area Musicians and Sing-
ers present "Christmas by 
Candlelight" at 7 p.m. in the 
Saranac Auditorium. Tick-
ets: $5 adults; $3 seniors 
and children 5-12. 

TUES., DEC. 21: Lowell 
Red Arrows basketball re-
union (1964- '65) at halftime 
of boys basketball game at 
Lowell High School. Game 
starts at 7:15 p.m. 
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SATURDAY, DEC. 18 
10 AM - 1 PM 

LOWELL MOOSE RECREATIONAL FACILITY, 
1320 E. Main 

Visit with Santa! 
Gifts & Treats will be provided! 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

This is a community service 
event sponsored by the 

Lowell Moose #809 &WOTM 1388 

Red Wing@/Peet 
Boot & Shoe Dryer 

Retail $46.00 

Special 
$ 36 95 

Dry any footwear! 

Sneakers, Pac Boots, Dress 

Shoes, Knee Boots... 

anything, including Gloves 

and Mittens. 
?;r r 

@enti£icate& 

P<ZC&'4 , S H O E S T O R E 
930 Fourth Avenue, Lake Odessa, Ml 

(616) 374-8835 • Fax: (616) 374-8836 
S/joes Thdt Fit The Job! • Shoes That Fit, Period! • It's Guaranteed 

HOURS: Mon., Wed., F r i . 9am • 5:30pm; Tues. & Thurs. 9am-8pm; Sat 9am-3pm. 

Can't make it? Call for an appointment 06S97953 
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LOWELL 

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 
Wednesday. 

Look Memorial Fire Station 
Hudson, Lowell 

2 to 7 P.M. 
Sponsored 

by the 
Lowell Area Fire 
Department and 

Grand Valley 
Blood Program... 

This Message Sponsored By These Loweii Businesses & Professionals 

I m 

•••• v-: 

\ 
I 

III 

FIFTH THIRD 
BANK 

11915 Fulton St., 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-1800 

ICNB 
Hometown Banking 

2601W. Main 
Lowell, Michigan 

-6171 

| KING 
MILLING CO. 

115 S. Broadway, 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-9264 

LOWELL MEDICAL 
SPECIALISTS 
Mark Evenhouse M.D. 

John Mogor M.D. 
Joan Miedema M.D. 

897-8436 

rntaki 

TIMPSON 
ORCHARDS 
3175 Segwun, 

Lowell, Michigan 

897-9032 

w 

REGAL INS. 
AGENCY 

835 W. Main, 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-9259 
WBWiMWWMWl 

JAMES 
REAGAN, DDS 

207 W. Main 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-7179 

N 

LOWELL LIGHT & 
POWER/CABLE 

127 N. Broadway 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-8405 

STATE FARM 
INSURANCE 

Roger Chapman 
217 W. Main 

Lowell, Michigan 

897-9237 
mmmmmmimM 

LOWELL GRANITE 
306 E. Main 

Lowell, Michigan 

897-7191 

SHOWBOAT 
AUTOMOTIVE 
SUPPLY INC. 
1450 W. Main 

Lowell, Michigan 

897-9231 

LOWELL FAMILY 
MEDICAL CENTER 

Dr. Paul R. Gauthier, D.O. 
Dr. James G. Lang, D.O. 
Dr. John G. Meier D.O. 

Dr. Wayne A. Christenson D.O. 
Dr. Tracy Lixie D.O. 

252-5600 

ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
& PET COMPLEX 

OF LOWELL 
11610 E. Fulton 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-8484 

ROTH-GERST 
FUNERAL HOME 

305 N. Hudson 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-7101 

THE CITY 
OF LOWELL 
301 E. Main, 

Lowell, Michigan 

-8457 

r 

1 

BUYERS GUIDE ,, 
105 N. Broadway 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-9555 
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School budget, continued.. •From Page 11 

"We had to provide to the "It's unfortunate that we 

ISD all of the contract infor- did all that work and it won't 

mat ionGi l le t te said. 4tKISD result in any extra revenue." 

had hired additional staff to Kent will be the hardest 

make the transition. 

Got A Story 
CaU Dan 

\dea? 
' 8 9 7 - 9 2 6 1 

hit of the three intermediate 
school districts. 

"These are significant 

amounts the districts have 

planned into their budgets," 

explained Shari Miller, Low-

ell superintendent. 

Miller said it is unfair that 

other districts in the state 

started making similar itiner-

ant staff arrangements earlier 

and will not be affected by 

the legislation. 

Some good news is that 

the project with Honeywell, 

Inc., to buy new amenities for 

Lowell school buildings us-

ing energy savings, appears 

to be working. Efficiency im-

provements to plumbing, 

heating and lighting in Low-

ell school buildings, though 

only 80 percent complete, 

appear to be generating the 

cost savings necessary to pay 

for the upgrades. At Cherry 

Creek Elementary, the dis-

trict saved $1,913 on its Oc-

tober electricity bills, $439 

on water and sewer, and $362 

on gas. 

The savings goes to re-

pay loans used to purchase 

the new lighting and plumb-

ing fixtures and, importantly, 

to replace a broken boiler at 

the middle school. 

"It looks like we made 

the right decision by buying 

those things," said LAS head 

of operations Larry Mikulski. 

"Now i f s proving that it's 

going to make that (the sav-

ings) happen." 

USINESS 
A D V E R T I S E 

IN T H E 

L E D G E R B U S I N E S S D I R E C T O R Y 

As Low as 
FF PER WEEK 

Call 897-9261 i 

Thomet 
Chevrolet BUICK 

SERVICE HOURS: M. T, T H & FR • 8-5: WED 

KIRK COLLINS 

Owner 

o w b o a t 

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC. 
Auto 
Value 

f*Wf IN Slurttt 

1450 W. Main St., Lowell, Ml j g a 
X ( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 9 2 3 1 S © 

HOURS: MO N - F R I 6-7; SAT 8-5:30: SUN 9-3 

m n 

CLEANERS • LAUNDRY 
Open 7 Days • 897-9809 • 1410 W. Main 

Same Day Service Monday • Friday 

i 

2 0 % OFF 
SUITS t DRESSES 
SANTA SUITS FREE 

B I L L W H E E L E R 
C e r t i f i e d P u b l i c 

A c c o u n t a n t 

^ ' M i c h i g a n 

•SgL. 103 Riverside Dr. 
- Lowell, Michigan 

4 9 3 3 1 

6 1 6 - 8 9 7 - 7 7 1 1 

Bring in 6 shirts pay for 5 
'EXTRA LARGE WASHERS i DRYERS 

•SPECIAL CYCLES FOR RUGS BLANKETS 
•ALWAYS ATTENDED i CLEAN 

Successfully 
Whiplash 

Headaches 

Hands/Arms 

Spec ia l is t and S e e Results! 

DOCTORS 
CHIROPRACTIC 8 3 5 W . M a i n S t . 

L o w e l l , M l 4 9 3 3 1 

8 9 7 - 9 2 5 9 
(800)804-3322 Dr. Anthony Trembly Dale Triplet! 

Buy life insurance and save 
on your home and car. 

h e n you buy you r life i n s u r a n c e f r o m 

u s t h r o u g h A u t o - O w n e r s I n s u r a n c e , 

you ' l l rece ive spec ia l d i s c o u n t s o n 

y o u r h o m e , 
mot>ile h o m e o r c a r i n s u r a n c e . 

We'll s ave you money . As an 

i n d e p e n d e n t A u t o - O w n e r s 

a g e n t , w e t a k e g r e a t 

i n t e r e s t in you - a s weU 

as y o u r h o m e a n d 

car. We a r e s p e c i a l i s t s 

in i n s u r i n g p e o p l e a n d th 

t h ings they o w n . 

\Auto-Ownen Insurance 
LK HOT* CM Uuwum 

Rich's Service C O . t ' C I & K 
In-Home Appliance Repair 

INSURED • 20 YEARS E X P E R I E N C E 

WASHERS • DRYERS • REFRIGERATORS 
G A R B A G E DISPOSALS • STOVES 

S 209 E. Main St. RICH CURTIS 

C S Lowell, Ml 49331 (616) 897-5686 

a 

PREVIEW 
PROPERTIES.COM 

C A L L 

J E R R Y H A L E 

897-0229 
or 1 - 8 0 0 - 5 1 5 - 7 7 6 3 

JERRY IS A FULL-TIME 

PROFESSIONAL WHO WILL SERVE 

A U YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS. 

3 

JB HARRISON INSURANCE AGENCY 
C O M P E T I T I V E A U T O R A T E S 

T T l Hastings Mutual 
TTT Insurance Company 

Hastings, Michigan 
1 oo5 H'U'U'. hastingsmutual. com 

Daniel Urich J u d v H a r r i s o n 

6661Alden Nash, Alto 868-0050 

^ J T S u n Q u e s t 

Peter Smithy Realtor 
Call For Immediate, 

Professional, Committed Service 
(616) 949-6980 Ext. 27 • (800) 800-3915 Ext. 27 

(616) 460-6634 Cell 
www.rcaltybypetersmith.com 

www.Deterasmith.com 

Kool Chevrolet 

would like to 

welcome 

KIM FOSTER 
to its sales staff. 

K o o l C h e v r o l e t 
FW Hatiifltld St» Grand Ripids > Ml 49525 

Web: www.ko41lchev.com K I M FOSTER 
St* & Vst4 Saits 

E-Mail: kfcHferthooktav.com 
(616) 365-7181 
(866) 275-5665 

Kim has over 24 years of sales 
experience and has been a 

member of the Lowell 
community for 10 years. 

THIS SIZE 

1 

o*v fMmxo^ 

^hHPIorf 

mm 
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s o c c e r B o y s 

c l a i m s t w o first 

t e a m a l l - s t a t e s p o t s 
By Dan Schneider 

In last week's Ledger, 
there were two stories about 

all-state athletes. There are 

two additional players who 

earned that honor this year 

playing on the varsity soccer 

team. 

"This is the first time 

we've had two first-team all-

staters in a season," said 

Lowell varsity soccer coach 

Paul Legge. 

The only other Division 

2 team to pull off that feat 

this year was state champion 

Forest Hills Central. 

Mike Bushell was named 

the top goalie in Division 2 

this year and Shane Stokes 

also made first-team all-

state. 

Pictured at left, Shane 

Stokes (left) and Mike 

Bushell were named first 

team all-state in Division 2 

soccer this year. 

"I think it 's easy to argue 

that he's one of the top two 

or three goalies in the state at 

the high school level/' Legge 

said. t4He allowed 18 goals 

in 23 games which is the 

fewest goals allowed by an 

LHS goalie." 

The senior has verbally 

committed to go to school 

and play soccer at Western 

Michigan University. 

This year he had a lead-

ership role on the Lowell 

defense. 

"Mike stepped up, did a 

great job taking charge of 

four junior defenders" Legge 

said. 

And he was able to di-

rect play with his throws. 

"He throws the ball 70 

yards on a dime, incredibly 

accurate," Legge said. 44I 

don't think I've ever seen 

anyone who can throw the 

ball as far as this guy can 

throw the ball." 

Stokes had 21 goals and 

12 assists this season. It's 

the third time the four-year 

starter has been named for 

all-state honors, but his first 

time on first team. He has 60 

goals and 56 assists in his 

high school career. 

"Shane could do almost 

anything you needed to, to 

win games," Legge said. "He 

had an unbelievable knack 

for showing up and scoring 

important goals in a game... 

game-winning goals." 

Stokes will likely go to 

Cornerstone University and 

play soccer with former 

Lowel l t e ammate , Sam 

Oberlin. 

Kevin Gillman received 

special mention all-state. All 

three players receiving hon-

ors were team captains this 

year. 

i USINESS 
A D V E R T I S E 

IN THE 

L E D G E R B U S I N E S S D I R E C T O R Y 

As Low as 1 
ff PER WEEK ^ 

Call 897-9261 1 

N o o n Tire 
S T E V E 

N O O N 

11930 E.Fulton (M-21) 
Lowell, MI 49331 

Deal ing 
In M o s t 
B r a n d s ( i ) 897-5925 

^ ^ 2 

Durkee Lumber, 
Inc. 

L u m b e r a n d Bui lding Mater ia ls 

868-6026 
6071 Depot St. 

Alto, Ml 

24 Hour Towing 
& Road Service 

MIKA MEYERS 
BECKETT —JONES P L C 

A T T O R N E Y S 

John T. Sperla 
Mark A. Kehoe 
Ross A. Lcisman 

Benjamin A. Zainea 
Heidi A. Lyon 
Daniel J. Parmctcr,Jr 

307-A E. M a i n St ree t 
Lowell, Michigan 49331 
(616) 897-3 111 www.mmbjlaw.com 

HMtlng i Cooling Systems 
Since 1904 

r c t i c . I n c . 

HEATING'AIR CONDITIONING 
1301 B o w e s Rd., L o w e l l , MI 4 9 3 3 1 

897-4123 
www.heat ingcoo l ingonl ine .com 

Licensed & Insured 

Flat Bed 
Service 

Jump Starts 

Lock Outs 

Tire 
Changes 

Lincoln Lake Auto'9 

Cell #446-5909 

AUTO INJURY? WHIPLASH? 
Do You Need PAIN RELIEF? 

Free'72 Hour MASSAGE! 
• Doctor Supervised • Certified Therapist 

• Relieves Tight Muscles • Speeds Healing 

897-4999 
Dr. Steve Brown DOCTORS CHIROPRACTIC 

«r . • 1 

BASIC 
C O M M U N I C A T I O N S . INC. 

NBCTEL 
Quimond'tkaUi 

www.bMCConveom 
2000 

BD 

HERBERT RETT P ? 
Telecommunications Consullant 

Phone 616-897-2045 
NexTel 616-262-6102 

Fax 616-647-4001 
Email: hpett@basiccom.com v 

Curtis Accounting 
& Tax Services 

209 E . M a i n St . - Sui te A, Lowell , M I 
Complete accounting, 

payroll and tax services 

(616)891-4120 *(616)262-4873 

CUMBERLAND © 
Retirement Village www.ieisure-iiving.coni 

11535 E. Fulton • Lowell, MI 49331 
(616) 897-8413 Tax 616-897-7839 

e-mail: cmbld@leisure-l iving.com 

http://www.rcaltybypetersmith.com
http://www.Deterasmith.com
http://www.ko41lchev.com
http://www.mmbjlaw.com
http://www.heatingcoolingonline.com
http://www.bMCConveom
mailto:hpett@basiccom.com
http://www.ieisure-iiving.coni
mailto:cmbld@leisure-living.com
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Rough start for boys basketball 

"5 

Mm 

I M - i p 

J/ ; ' 

Lowell's Kyler Krieg tries to go through three Lake wood defenders. He was called 

for traveling on the play. 

Buy the New Iraq Currency 
Participate in the rebound of 
one of the world's wealthiest 
countries. 
Iraq's elections are coming up 
on Jan. 30 - a major step in 
the rebuilding process. 
Why Buy the New Iraqi Dinars? 

•Iraq has the World's largest natural gas 
reserve and is the 2nd largest oil producer, 

•Dinar value is tied to oil production and eco-
nomic recovery, both are happening fast. 

•The Kuwait currency devalued by the 
same margin in the 90's has completely 
recovered. 

•"If post-war Kuwait is any example, they 
might be right. A Kuwaiti dinar was val-
ued at about a dime after the war. Each 
now brings in $3.40...If it (Iraq Dinar) 
jumps to a few cents, they (investors) 
can start paying off mortgages." Stars 
and Stripes, 10/15/04. 

•The new Iraqi Government and the U.S. 
Treasury are working together to rein-
state a strong decentralized banking sys-
tem in Iraq. 

•International trade has increased the 
wages to Iraq's 25 million people who 
have a pent-up demand for goods and 
services. 

•Iraq has vast areas of fertile land and the 
most precious commodity of all in the 
Middle East, water. Iraq's agriculture sec-
tor may once again be-

The Breadbasket of the Middle East. 

Iraqi Dinar Returning to its Former Strength 
What Would It Look Like? 

Historical Values for Iraqi Dinar 

E. $3.35 for every Dinar 

before Iraq was sanctioned 
August 6, 1990. 

D . $3.20 for every Dinar just prior to 

The Gulf War of 1991. Also about 
the going rate for other Middle 
East Dinar 

A . $.0012for1 Dinar 

1,000,000 New Iraqi 
Dinars for $1,100 USD. 

r 
A. 

Time to Buy 

$1.00 for 
1 Dinar 

$.33 for 1 Dinar 
The value 
before the War. 
March 20,2003. 

In the 1990's, when Iraq was a leader 
in its region, 1 Iraqi Dinar was 
exchanged for an outstanding $3.35 
USD (US Dollar). At that exchange 
rate the new 25,000 Dinar Note would 
have been worth $83,750.00! 
Purchasing a New Iraqi 25,000 Dinar 
Note today at $33 could turn into a 
profitable amount in the future. If the 
value of 1 Dinar returns to just $1.00 
there would be a payoff of $25,000 on 
a 25,000 Dinar Note. The greatest 
opportunity is in buying the dinar while 
it is still very low. As the economy and 
government of Iraq recover so should 
the Iraqi Dinar. This is a great oppor-
tunity to participate in the recovery of 
one of the world's wealthiest and most 
resourceful countries. Imagine buying 
a million dinars today for $1,100 and 
having it return to its former strength in 
record time to be worth an amazing 
$3,350,000.00! 

For questions or to schedule an appointment 
call Gene at (616) 293-9262 

By Dan Schneider 

The Lowell varsity boys 

basketball team lost a close 

game in their home opener 

last Friday against Forest 

Hills Central. 

The score was 57-53. 

"We played really hard 

and we played really unself-

ish," Lowell coach Jeff 

McDonald said. "I was 

happy with our effort but 

now we have to start taking 

care of the ball a little bet-

ter." 

Both teams turned the 

ball over 19 times. Lowell 

had a hard time with re-

bounds against three Rang-

ers who were six-foot-seven 

or taller. Forest Hills Central 

got 40 rebounds to Lowell's 

28. • 

Red Arrow Just in 

Hettinga had a stellar offen-

sive performance, scoring 27 

points and hitting 6 three-

pointers. Ryan Lane scored 

seven points for Lowell and 

Brad Shea scored six. 

The Red Arrows suf-

fered a crushing defeat in 

their first game of the year 

last Tuesday at Lake wood. 

Lowell controlled the first 

half, scoring frequently on 

fast breaks and getting the 

ball inside. The Arrows were 

up 29-26 going into half-

time. 

"1 really didn't tell them 

much about X 's and O's (at 

halftime)," Lakewood coach 

Mark Farrell said. "I told 

them more about intensity 

on defense and how we can't 

allow penetration." 

It worked. Lakewood 

came out of the locker room 

with fire and vengeance, 

starting the half on a 21-0 

run. Shane Stokes finally 

ended it with a three-pointer. 

While Lowell was strug-

gling to make shots, Lake-

wood was penetrating to the 

hoop. The Vikings kept their 

lead and built on it. In the 

fourth quarter, Lowell was 

doing the things that would 

have gotten them back in a 

closer game. They played an 

intense full-court press, forc-

ing turnovers and stealing 

the ball. It was a physical 

game for all 32 minutes. 

"Our kids played their 

butts off, 1 thought," said 

McDonald. 

But at the final buzzer, 

Lakewood was up 83-55. 

McDonald took the loss 

heavy on his shoulders. 

"I expected the kids to 

do some things on two days 

of practice as a team that I 

shouldn ' t have expected 

them to do, and that 's a 

coaching mistake and that's 

my fault," he said. 

As they exhibited in the 

first half of the Lakewood 

game, this year 's Lowell 

team suffers from no lack of 

Basketball, 
cont'd.., pg. 17 

Lowell's Ben Hanson drives past Lakewood's Corey Thelen in the first quarter 
of last Tuesday's away game. 

Saranac - Reduced! 
Extremely nice country home bl-level set on 1.2 
acres offers 2,150 sq. ft. of living area. This home 
has spacious open floor plan, kitchen, dining room, 
living room and half bath on 1st floor, 2nd level fea-
tures 3 bedrooms and 2 full baths, master bedroom 
has full bath and private deck overlooking back-
yard. Upper level laundry. Enjoy large yard and 
wonderful view of wildlife. 2-stall garage and Dutch 
bam. Bam is wired for power. This home is move in 
ready, a must see! $178,900. Call Today. 

Lowell - Reduced! 
Enjoy country living minutes from downtown 
Lowell. Close to the expressway, easy commute to 
Grand Rapids or Lansing. This well maintained 3 
bedroom, 2 bath manufactured home offers open 
living area, stick built garage with workshop, and a 
large deck overlooking the backyard. Owners are 
moving out of state - a must see property. 
$139,900. Call for a tour today. 

f QU»l HOUSING 

Connie Frazer 
Coldwell Banker Hoppough 

& Associates 
(616) 897-0500 

or cell (616)304-5883 

COLDIUGLL 
B A N ^ C R • 

HOPPOUGH 
& ASSOCIATES 
Each Office Is Independently 

Owned & Operated 
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L-C hockey still working on defense 
Importance of team 

play apparent after some 

tough early-season matchups 
By Dan Schneider 

The Lowell-Caledonia 

hockey team is still looking 

for their first win this year 

after losing a 4-2 decision in 

their league opener at West 

Ottawa and a 9-1 result 

against Farmington Unified, 

a Detroit-area team that was 

ranked seventh in the state in 

the pre-season polls. 

In the second and third 

periods of the game against 

West O t t a w a , Lowel l -

Caledonia showed they have 

the ability necessary to go 

up against one of the tough-

est teams in OK tier three. 

"The last two periods we 

played the best team hockey 

we played all year," Lowell-

Ca ledon ia coach 

MikeBallard said. 

In the second period, 

Lowe l l -Ca l edon i a con-

trolled the puck and put re-

peated pressure on the Pan-

ther goal. They held West 

Ottawa scoreless and scored 

a goal of their own on a short 

shot by freshman foward 

Justin Story. 

The problem was by that 

time they were playing out 

of a 3-1 hole. In the first 

period, Lowell-Caledonia 

had a hard time responding 

to West Ottawa's talented 

puck-handlers. 

"In the beginning of the 

first period we had two prob-

lems-our goalie wasn' t com-

ing out on the shooter and 

giving them too many angles, 

and we weren't playing the 

body," Ballard said. 

A timeout was called, ad-

justments made, and Low-

ell-Caledonia executed well 

the remainder of the game. 

They allowed one goal in the 

game's final minutes. The 

final score was 4-2, West 

Ottawa with their captain, 

Chad Bradbury, either scor-

ing or assisting on all of their 

goals. 

The trip to Farmington 

' : ^ • : ...V -

Lowell-Caledonia's Justin Story (#17) and Joel Schayle (#9) work for the puck against West Ottawa's Kraig 
Noble. 

was about finding a chal- petition is like," Ballard said Farmington-Unified to one for this season." 

'enge. "Despite losing the way we goal in the first period. De- L o w e l l - C a l e d o n i a is 

"The reason 1 scheduled did, 1 was very pleased with spite the high score, Lowell- playing this year with new 

the game is so we could see our team's performance." Ca ledon ia goal ie Cory uniforms displaying both an 

what the upper-level com- Lowell-Caledonia held Kowalski had an 83 percent L and a C on the front of the 

W restlers destroy U nity 
IntheirOK White opener 

last Thursday at home, the 

Lowell wres t l ing team 

stomped the Unity Christian 

Crusaders 72-6. 

Last Saturday at the in-

d iv idua l tournament at 

Howell, five Lowell wres-

tlers took top-10 places. The 

seniors on the team were 

busy taking the ACTs and 

did not wrestle. 

Ray Seese (103) took 

third place; Dominic Doyle 

came in fourth at heavy-

weight; Jason Wearing (171) 

took fifth; Rob Karasiewicz 

(125) came in sixth; and 

Chris Roeloffs (145) took 

sixth. 

Basketball, 
continued... 
From page 16 

? 

save percentage against the 

hot-shooting Farmington 

team. The experience gained 

in the game was mainly de-
fensive. 

"It gave us the chance to 

concentrate on team defense 

up and down the ice," Ballard 

said. "If we can translate that 

to good team defense against 

the competition over here, 

we should be back on track 

jerseys. Both schools now 

have their identities appar-

ent on the ice, whereas last 

year they played under the 

Red Arrow mascot. 

Lowell-Caledonia has a 

home game Friday against 

Grand Rapids Christian. It 

starts at 9 p.m. at Standard 

Federa l Ice Arena on 

Patterson Avenue. 

Ken Walsh won this 215-pound match against Eaton Rapids by pin, Saturday. 

talent and athleticism. A 

week before their first bas-

ketball game, four players 

were still on the football 

field. 

"We are going to be a 

nice team in the future, it 's 

just going to take a little 

longer than I though t , " 

McDonald said. 

Lowe l l opened OK 

White conference play Tues-

day at Sparta. The Red Ar-

rows take on East Grand 

Rapids away Friday at 7:30 

p.m. 

COMPLETE FAMILY DENTAL CARE 
Accepting New Patients 

1 

"Gentle & Painless 
Dentistry Is Our Goal" 

COMPLETE SERVICES: 
Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults 
Immediate Emergency Treatment 
Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening 
Preventive Care 
Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired 
Dentures (Same Day Repair) 
Insurance Plans Accepted 
Day & Evening Hours: 

Monday ; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Judd T, Carroll, D .M.D 
103 East Main • Lowel l , Mich igan 

8*^7-7595 

These children achieved 
DENTAL HYGIENE EXCELLENCE 

For The Month of November 2004 
DR. J.E. REAGAN 

2 0 7 W . M a i n - Lowel l 8 9 7 - 7 1 7 9 

/f Jacob Bennett 

Bradley Canfield 

Katherine Canfield 

Olivia DeCator 

Naomi Evans 

Joshua Felling 

Thomas Fleet 

Paige Fosburg 

Alexis Foster 

Kacie Foster 

Emily Griffioen 

Tracey Johnson 

Kimberly Noall 

Cassandra Paffhausen Travis Stiehl 

Bradley Plaat Haley Talcott 

Y\ 

DENTISTRY: 
HEALTH CARE 
THAT WORKS! 

REMEMBER: 
One ounce 

of prevention is worth 
a pound of cure. 

ARE YOU DUE FOR 

YOUR SIX-MONTH 
CLEANING? 

Lauralee Porritt 

Jennifer Spaans 

Katelynne Spaans 

Kelly Stevens 

Ryan Stevens 

Stephanie Stevens 

Jonas Thompson 

Emma Tompkins 

Katherine Tompkins 

Kyle VanHeulen 

Ryan VanHeulen 

Nicholas Williams 
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Why didn't the football players 

have a float in the parade? 

The football team couldn't have done it without a 

field. So a big thanks to Tim Bergy and his crew for 

doing a great job on the field. Thanks, 

Thanks to the Ledger for letting Santa be Santa. 

SYNOPSIS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP BOARD 
November 15, 2004 • 7:00 p.m. 

Minutes of the October 18, 2004 Regular 

Meeting were approved. The meet ing 

agenda and a list of invoices was also 

approved. 

Motions approved: 

• Motion to approve the Lowell Area 

Recreation Authority Agreement (LARA). 

• Motion to appoint Dan Edwards as 

Vergennes Township citizen representative 

and Mari Stone as Vergennes Township 

Board representative to the LARA. 

• Motion to nominate Betsy Davidson as the 

joint community member representative to 

LARA. 

• Motion to approve Federal Poverty Income 

Standards for 2005 assessments. 

• Motion to approve AT&T application for cell 

tower to be located at the western end of 

Heim Street. 

• Motion to approve a work order variation for 

the 3-Mile Road construction project. 

• Motion to accept proposal by the owners of 

property owned by DeWitt's for private road 

construction. 

• Motion to suggest a joint meeting with 

Lowell City Commissioners in regard to 

annexation request. 

• Motion to direct the Planning Commission 

to develop guidelines regarding minimum 

acreage requirements for agricultural status 

purposes. 

Complete minutes are available on the 

township web site at www.veraennestwD.ora. 

or at the township offices located at 10381 Bailey 

Dr., Lowell. 

The next Regularly Scheduled Meeting of the 

Vergennes Township Board is December 20, 

2004 at 7:00 p.m. at the Vergennes Township 

Hall located at the corner of Parnell Road and 

Bailey Drive. 

Mari Stone, Vergennes Township Clerk 

/ think the Lowell city lights downtown are very, 
very nice and I want to compliment the City of 

Lowell. The Showboat decorations and even all the 
private homes are so beautiful. They give me a lift. 

Thank you. 

What do we need a Big Boy for? They can just stay 

out of town. 

I apologize for the fans at the football game. I 
wasn't there but we need to show respect and not 

act like a bunch of ninnys. Michael Lessens 

Ever hear of nepotism? Can you spell integrity? 

I L e g a l N o x i c e 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE 61st JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

DUTCH SHAMROCK PROPERTIES L.L.C. 
Plaintiff, 

HON. PATRICK C. BOWLER 
vs. 

RENE DIEGO 
and GERALDINE DIEGO 
Case No. 04-SP-152 
Defendant. 

CRAIG A. BRUGGINK P.L.C. 
(P29358) 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
The Steeple View Building 
429 Turner, N.W. 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504 
(616) 456-5048 

ORDER FOR SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 

At a session of court held in the courthouse in 
Kent County, Michigan, on 12-6-04 

Present: Honorable PATRICK C. BOWLER 
61" District Court Judge 

Plaintiff filed a verified ex parte motion for ser-
vice of process in the discretion of the court. After 
reading the motion the court finds that Plaintiff has 
shown that service of process cannot reasonably 
be made on Defendant Rene Diego by the methods 
provided in MCR 2.105 (A), in that Plaintiff has 
demonstrated that diligent attempts to locate De-
fendant and his current address and to serve De-
fendant by personal delivery and bY registered mail 
have not been successful. The court further finds, 
pursuant to MCR 2.105 (I), that service of process 
by publication is the best available method of ser-
vice of process reasonably calculated to give De-
fendant actual notice of the proceedings and an 
opportunity to be heard. 

IT IS ORDERED: 
1. Plaintiff may serve process on Defendant by 

Tile it... 
For a lifetime 
of beauty and style. 

TILEWORKS 
Some of the brands we carry: 
• American Olean • Florida Tile • Dal Tile • Marazzi 

• Crossville • US Ceramic • Oceanside • Durock 

• TEC & Laticrete mortars & grouts 

Products and Services: 
A full service Tile, Granite, Marble & Slate store. 

One on one service with our trained decorator. 

Professional Installations. Certified installers. 

In floor heating systems. Barwalt tools. 

Tile tool sales & rentals for do-it-yourselfers. 

A-1 rated Dealer 
L icensed & Insured. 

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 9-5; Fri. & Eves, by appointment 

6308 East Fulton, Ada In the Fulton Woods Corp. Park 

(616)682-0386 
www.tiletools4iess.com 

I'm thankful for the beautiful music from the 

Lowell Middle School and Cherry Creek Elementary 
programs. They are getting better every year. • 

Michael Lessens 

How about connecting Alden Nash between 

Vergennes and Bailey? 

Happy holidays to our many friends in Lowell from 

your friends in Florida. 

Congratulations to the Lowell High School 

sports. What a great season. Keep it up! 

publishing the following notice once each week 
for a period of three consecutive weeks in a 
newspaper, as defined in MCR 2.106 (F), that is 
published in the county of Defendant's last 
known address: 

You are being sued by Plaintiff in this court to 
recover possession after land contract forfeiture, for 
the property located at 743 Watson SW, Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan, 49503 and legally described as: 

TheSouth 16 feet of the West 50 feet of Lot 16 and the 
West 50 feet of Lot 17, Block 12, Converse and 
Tolford's Addition, as recorded in Liber 3 of Plats, on 
Page 37, Kent County Records. City of Grand Rapids, 
Kent County, Michigan. 

You must file your answer or take other action per-
mitted by law in this court at the court address, 61st 
District Court, 180 Ottawa NW, Grand Rapids, Ml 
49503, on or before 28 days after the last date of 
publication. If you fail to do so, a default judgment 
may be entered against you for the relief demanded 
in the complaint filed in this case. Hearing is 1-4-05 
at 8:30 a.m., 8th floor courtroom 8A. 

2. A copy of the summons and a copy of th 
ecomplaint along with a copy of this Order for 
Service by Publication shall be posted in the 
Kent County Courthouse and at 743 Watson 
SW, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49503 for three 
continuous weeks and a proof of posting shall 
be filed with the court. 

3. A copy of the summons and a copy of the 
complaint along with a copy of this Order for 
Service by Publication shall be sent by regis-
tered mail addressed to the defendant at his 
last known address, 743 Watson S.W., Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, 49503, before the date of the 
last publication and the Affidavit of Mailing 
shall be filed with this court. 

Hon. Patrick C. Bowler 
61st District Court Judge 

Prepared by: 
CRAIG A. BRUGGINK P.L.C. 
(P29358) 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
429 Turner NW 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504 
616-456-5048 

» « J l I _ O E R . S 

OPEN SUNDAY 3-5 pm 

9327 Clear Meadow 
$196,025 1640 sq ft 

3 Bed, 2.5 Bath 

Daylight basement 
1 Master suite 

Spacious lot 
• Large Kitchen, pantry 

9318 Clear Meadow 
$199,550 1640 sq ft 

3 Bed, 2.5 Bath 

Many upgrades 
1st floor laundry 

Open floor plan 
Great location! 

Location: Clear Meadow Estates; 52nd St, 1 mi 
east of Whitneyville Rd., Lowell Schools 

For more information contact: 
616/262-0424 

S 
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PRICES 
15 words for $1.00 

each additional 
word is 100 

$1 extra for bold 

$1 extra for 
a box 

HOW TO 
REACH US 

|By Phone: 897-926l | 

By Fax: 897-4809 

By E-Mail : 

ledger® lowellbuyersguide.corrj 

By Mail: 
P 0 Box 128 

Lowell, Ml 49331 • W * * 

DEADLINE 
Monday at 5 p.m. 

For the Wednesday 

Publication 

S U B S C R I P T I O N 
RATES 

In Kent County 

$ 1 5 - 1 year 

$29 - 2 years 

Outside Kent County 

$22.50 - 1 yr., 

$38.00 - 2 yrs.j 

OFFICE H O U R S 
Mon. - Thurs. 

8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Fri. 

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Closed Sat. & Sun. 

F O R S A L E 

BEDS - Namebrand mat-
tress sets, twin, $80; full 
$80; queen $95, King $150. 
Cal l 616-682-4767 or 616-
293-6160. 

'98 CHEVY PICKUP - Long 

b o x , 2 wd . , new t i r es , 
brakes, etc. $4,200. Call 
897-1597 or 450-7910. 

1989 YAMAHA PHAZER -
studded track, looks great, 
runs excellent, $900 obo. 
Cal l 897-7508. 

FURNITURE - Bedroom & 
dining room, headboards, 
canopy beds, living room. 
Large selection. Wholesale 
prices. Call 616-682-4767 or 
616-293-6160. 

FOUR NEW TIRES - P195/ 
75R14 all season brand new 

tires for sale. Call 676-0310, 
ask lor Dave. 

F O R S A L E 

AMISH BEDROOM SET - 7 
pieces plus queen pi l lowtop 
mattress; new, never used. 
Cost $1,400, sell $250. Cal l 
517-719-8062. 

G E N E R A L E L E C T R I C 
WASHER/DRYER SET - 5 
years old, runs great, large 
capaci ty, guaranteed. $75 
each. Dennis Distr ibut ing, 
989-224-4822. 

1999 PONTIAC G R A N D 
PRIX GT - 4 dr, red, 3800, 
loaded, CD, heads up dis-
p l a y , new t i res , h e a t e d 
l e a t h e r , 72 ,000 m i l e s . 
$7 ,800. Cal l 897-1597 or 
450-7910. 

BIRD HOUSES- make great 
Christmas gifts. Nice selec-

tion of bluebird, bat and wren 
houses. Priced right! Bob's 
Bird Houses, 12279 60th St., 
Alto. Call 868-6633. 

C H R I S T M A S GIFT CER-
TIFICATES - Weekend get-
away. $130/$160. Water-
f ront cot tages completely 
furn ished including boats. 
Winter activit ies. Gift cer-
t i f icates good any season. 
897-5062. 

AIR BED - Selecta comfort 
f i rmness for each of you. 
Dua l c h a m b e r s . Remote 
cont ro l . Warranty . Never 

u s e d . Cos t $1 ,400 , sel l 
$750,616-682-4767 or616-
293-6160. 

DRUMS - Forum Series, less 
than a year old, 5 drums, 2 
cymbals, $530.00. Call 897-
4282. 

MATTRESS/BOX SPRINGS 
- Brand new, $49/set. Twin, 
ful l , queen, delivery avail-
ab le. Dennis Distr ibut ing, 
989-224-4822. 

A MEMORY FOAM BED -
NASA developed memory 
foam. Brand name, never 
used. $500. Call 616-682-
4767 or 616-293-6160. 

1999 JEEP CHEROKEE - 4 
dr . , 4x4, l ight b lue, hwy 
miles. $4,800. Call 897-1597 
or 450-7910. 

CHOCOLATE LAB PUPPIES 
- AKC/OFA male and female, 
blockhead, excellent hunting 
stock, dewclaws, 1st shots, 
$450 - $500. Ready January 
10, 2005. Call 682-0562. 

FURNITURE - Bedroom & 
d in ing room, headboards , 
canopy beds, living room. 
Large selection. Wholesale 
prices. Call 616-682-4767 or 
616-293-6160. 

1959 CHEVY PICK UP -
$2,000. Call 897-5645. 

F O R R E N T 

FOR RENT - 1 & 2 bedroom 
trailers $1,000 - $1,050 to 
move in. No dogs please. 
$400 - $420 per mo. plus 1 
1/2 mo. rent deposit. Call 
813-8041 or 616-754-0276. 

HALL FOR RENT - w i th 
kitchen, seats 150. Call 897-
6050. 

FOR RENT - $400 moves 
you in! 1 & 2 bedroom apart-
ments in Lowell. One stall 
garage, w/d hook-ups & con-
venient location. Starting at 
$625 month. Call today 363-
5430 or visit us on the web 
at www.wmpmonl ine.com. 

ONE BEDROOM APART-
MENT FOR RENT - semi-
furnished, all util it ies and 
cable included. $140/week. 
Call 897-6318. 

SAVE OVER $500 - in De-
cember with our $299 move-
in special. Ionia's Oak Hill 
Apartments offers a country 
setting, secured entrance, 
and more! Heat included. 1 
bedroom, ground floor apart-
ments only. Call 616-527-
8900. EHO. 

FOR RENT - 4 bedroom, 1 
bath home located at 11755 
E. Fulton near Meijer. $600 
per month, lease, deposit, 
pets ok. Call 897-9090. 

D U P L E X FOR RENT -
Belding, large 1 bedroom, 
$400/mo. plus deposit. Cal l 
897-0298. 

FOR RENT - 2 bedroom up-
stairs apartment, $365 per 
mo. plus security and clean-
ing deposits. Call 642-6961. 

COMMERCIAL BUILDING -
211 S. Washington. $750 per 
month. Call 897-9090. 

H E L P W A N T E D 

NANNY NEEDED - Mon., 
Wed., & Fri., 9 - 12 pm. Call 
635-0668. 

COUNTERCLERKNEEDED 
- Part t ime evenings & Sat-
urday. Apply in person at 591 
Ada Dr., or 6555 28th St. SE 

W A N T E D 

WANTED JUNK CARS - for 
scrap. Call Todd 616-887-
9256. 

P E R S O N A L S 

S E R V I C E S 

RAY'S SMALL ENGINE RE-
PAIR - Lawn mowers, rid-
ers, weedwackers & snow 
blowers. Pickup & delivery 
available. Call 485-5835. 

PLUMBER - Experi-
enced. Residential , 
Service or New Con-
struct ion. Reason-
able rates. Call 897-
2575. 

HORSE B O A R D I N G - 6 miles 
north of Lowell . Excel lent fa-
cility, excel lent care. Con-
tact: Wendy at 616-794-3793 
or 616-481-2490. 

HAS CAROL CHAM-

B E R L A I N - ever 
babysat for you? On 
December 19, 2004 
she wil l be celebrating 
her 60th b i r thday. I 
want to see if I can get 
her to receive at least 
60 birthday cards. So 
if you know Carol, send 
her a birthday card at; 
10981 Sconcewood, 
Lowell, Ml 49331 and 
help me make it her 
BEST B I R T H D A Y 
E V E R ! T h a n k you ! 
M i c h e l e D e H a a n 
(Happy Birthday MOM! 

Thanks for all you do! 1 
Love You). 

S N O W P L O W I N G -
Tired of shoveling that 
dr iveway? We have 
great hourly or sea-
sonal rates available. 
Long, short, straight or 
curvy driveways. We 
do t h e m a l l . Cal l 
H o m r i c h Mob i l e 
W a s h i n g & 
Snowplowing at 897-
0269 for your f ree 
quote. 

J O H N D E B I A K 
HORSESHOEING & HOOF 
TRIMMING - Serv ing the 
Greater Kent/ Ionia County 
area wi th 15 years of pro-
fessional, fu l l - t ime experi-
ence. Cal l 897-4290. 

GET THE 
LEDGER 

DELIVERED 
RIGHTTOYOUR 

DOOR! 
Subscriptions 

make great gifts 
for that person 

who has 
everything! 

Subscriptions in 
county are only 

$15! 
Call Our Office 

at 897-9261 
Or Stop by 

105 N.Broadway 
Credit Card Required 

For a Phone-in order. 

SNOWMOBILE TRAILER -
2 place, great condi t ion, 
$375 obo. Call Pierre 616-
560-1664. 

RAMADA INN FURNITURE 
- 25 rooms, excellent condi-
t ion, night stands, $5; desk, 
$10; chest of drawers, $25. 
Dennis Distributing, 315 N. 

Lans ing, St. Johns, 989-
224-4822. 

1991 S U B U R B A N - 3 r d seat 
new engine, 63,500 miles, 
(have documentat ion), en-
gine well maintained, new 
t i res, runs well, $1,950/bo. 
Cal l 868-0332. 

FOR SALE - 1998 Jeep 
Cherokee Sport 4x4, V6, 
auto, tow pkg. PWR locks/ 
windows, cruise, CD, 132K 
miles, $5500. Call (616)897-
2738. 

10 GAS STOVE/REFRIG-
ERATOR SETS - Excellent 
working condit ion. Guaran-

teed . Whi te , $125/set ti l 
gone. Dennis Distributing, 

315 N. Lansing, St. Johns, 

989-224-4822. 

FOR SALE-1996 Chevrolet 

Beretta, V6, auto., 99,000 
m i l e s , new t i r es , g rea t 
shape. $2,220 obo. Maytag 
oven, almond, $75 obo. Call 

897-9088. 

SOFA. LOVESEAT- Beige, 
cushioned arms, floor ruffle 
(1 month old). Bought, did 
not use. Cost $1,100, sell 
$495/best. 517-719-8062. 

FOR SALE - 1988 F-150, 
4x4. Limited slip axle, nearly 
new tires. Rust, 4x4 works 
great. $1,000 obo. Cell 540-
3233. 

19M COMPUTER MONITOR 
- super colors; would make a 
great Xmas present for your 
student, $85. Call 676-9734. 

USED TIRES - Take offs, 
hundreds to choose from, 
like new, reasonable prices, 
mounted and balanced. Call 
292-7649. 

FOR SALE - 2.36 acres with 
m o b i l e home on p r i v a t e 
drive, between Lowell and 
Saranac. $58,000 or make 
offer. Land contract possible. 
Call 616-862-8179. 

FOR SALE - 1970 Chevy 
pickup. Nice truck. Call 897-
1291. 

BUMPER POOL TABLE -
$400; 2 paint ball guns plus 
extras, $125 each. Call 897-
0 2 8 2 . 

UTILITY TRAILER 8X16 -
Heavy duty axle, $400. Call 
897-0282. 

PLAY BARN/TOY BOX -
24MD x 36"W x 23"H, made 
to last many generat ions, 
$150. Call 616-527-1555. 

SCENTED TEDDY BEARS, 
SOY & B E E S W A X 
CANDLES - Morning Glory 
Farm, 616-527-1555. 

FOR RENT - 2 bedroom up-
stairs apartment, $365 per 
mo. plus security and clean-
ing deposits. Call 642-6961. 

FOR RENT - 2 bedroom 
home, 1 bath, 1 stall garage; 
on 2 acres. 13594 Grand 
River Dr., Lowell. No pets, 
no smoking. Call 616-891-
1860. 

FOR RENT - Very nice newer 

2 bedroom, 2 bath mobile 
home w i th cen t r a l a i r , 
washer& dryer, 2 mi lesfrom 
Lowell. $550 a month plus 
deposit. No pets. Call 897-
6933 or 616-862-8179. 

FOR RENT - 1 bedroom 
apartment with heat, water, 
electric, washer & dryer in-
cluded. $135 per week. Call 
897-9090. 

ADA - Lowel l Schools of 
Choice, 2 bedroom home, 
nice yard in like new condi-
tion. $950 a month. Call 293-
0128. 

CARD OF THANKS 

CARD OF THANKS 
To al l my f a m i l y , 
friends, staff and resi-
dents of Cumberland 
R e t i r e m e n t V i l l a g e . 
Thank you very much 
for he lp ing me cel-
ebrate my 75th Birth-
day. 

Joyce Stormzand 

SERVICES 

NEW Y E A R ' S T E E N A G E 
BABYSITTERS AVAILABLE 
- Includes dinner & break-
fast. Overnight optional. Call 
616-293-6902 or 616-893-
7723. 

M O T H E R H E L P I N G TO 
SEND K IDSTO COLLEGE -
Will c lean, cook, paint, laun-
dry. $10 an hour. Phone 897-
5711. 

PRESCHOOL - Second Se-
mester begins January 3, 
2005. Enrollment now under-
way for M-T-W-Th, 1-4 p.m. 
The Franciscan Life Process 
C e n t e r , 11650 D o w n e s , 
Lowell, offers school readi-
ness and integrated learn-

ing skil ls of art, music and 
science for 3 to 5 year old 
children. Scholarships avail-
able. Call FLPC at 897-7842. 

IF YOU HAVE TRASH 
-Ca l l ALL TRASH. All 
t rash LLC. 15 yd. 
ro l l o f f d u m p s t e r s . 
616-887-8870. 

ALTERATIONS - Ex-
p e r i e n c e d p ro fes -
s i o n a l , m e n ' s , 
w o m e n ' s , l ea ther 
coats, all fabrics, zip-
pers replaced, wed-
ding & prom dresses 
al tered. Call Helen 
897-6071. 

PAYROLL & BOOKKEEP-
ING SERVICE - By cert i f ied 
Ou ickbooks adv iso r . Call 
Kathy 897-0686. 

S H I P U P S A T T H E L E D G E R 
OFFICE - Daily pickup. Small 
box packag ing ava i lab le . 
Open until 7 p.m. on Mon., 
Wed. & Thurs. until Dec. 23. 
Be sure to ship early! 105 N. 
Broadway. Call for a price 
quote! 

HORSE B O A R D I N G - 6 miles 
north of Lowell . Excellent fa-

cility, excel lent care. Con-
tact: Wendy at 616-794-3793 
or 616-481-2490. 

UHEN C O N S T R U C T I O N 
S N O W P L O W I N G - S n o w re-
moval, dr iveways, roofs, etc. 
299-1249. 

I WILL REMOVE-Unwan ted 
vehicles or scrap metal for 
FREE! Also will do odd jobs. 
Call 616-293-8360. 

TOWING - Servicing 
Lowell & surrounding 
areas. Flat bed & 
wrecker , Tire 
changes, Jump starts. 
Lock outs, 24 Hr. ser-
vice. Call Lincoln 
Lake Autos 446-5909. 

LISA'S DAYCARE -
Has fu l l - t ime posi-
tions avai lable. Kids 
welcome for Murray 
Lake School. Great 

country setting with 
indoor& outdoor play 
areas. Planned daily 
a c t i v i t i e s & occa -

sional field tr ips. Call 
Lisa at 897-3065 for 
an interview. 

DOES YOUR CHRYSLER, 
PLYMOUTH. DODGE CAR, 
TRUCK OR VAN NEED RE-
PAIR? - Don't make a mis-
take & take it anywhere else 
- give Geo-Tech a try! Con-
tact George at Geo-Tech 
Transmission & Repair, 897-
0743. 

http://www.lowellbuyersguide.com
http://www.veraennestwD.ora
http://www.tiletools4iess.com
http://www.wmpmonline.com
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Come see some Red and Save the Green 

1 

2005 PONTIAC SUNFIRE 
2.2 It., auto., sunroof, cruise, AM/FM/CD, 15" alum, 
wheels, and much more. 

Stock # 

52007 

MSRP 

$ 1 8 , 3 7 9 

Sa/e Price Everyone 

100* 

Sale Price 
GM Employees & Family 

The All New 2005 Pontiac G6 
3.5 It., ABS brakes, 16" alum, wheels, 6 disc CD player, 

sunroof and much more! 
48 month/48,000 mile 0 down lease 

Stock it 
52059 

*12,199"' '10,863" 
2005 PONTIAC MONTANA 

3.4 It., power windows, locks, tilt, cruise, ABS brakes, front 
and rear air, power driver's seat, AM/FM/CD with rear radio 

controls, power slider, 
âr parking assist and more! 

MSRP $ 2 9 , 3 1 5 

Stock # 

5 2 0 0 8 

Sa/e Price Everyone 

100* 

Sate Price 
GM Employees & Family 

$ 0 - 1 0 7 C 6 0 $23.49900 $21,276 
2005 PONTIAC AZTEK 

3.4 It., AM/FM/CD, power windows, locks, ABS 
brakes, cruise and more! 

MSRP $ 2 3 , 7 1 5 r 

Stock # 
5 2 0 8 2 ^ 

Sale Price 
Sale Price Everyone GM Employees & Family 

$17,599t0 s15.6166a 

2004 GMC ENVOY XUV 
Discounts and Rebates 

up t o 

$14,200 
for GM Employees 

and family members 
Hurry... 

Only 3 Left 
2005 GMC ENVOY 

Power windows, locks, cruise, tilt, AM/FM/CD, OnStar 

Stock #54063 

48 month/ 

48,000 mile 

0 down lease 

Everyone 

$ 24217 
R t f M . 

GM Employees & Family 

W — 
The All New Pontiac Montana SV6 
3.5 It., power windows, locks, power slide door, 17" alum, wheels, 

AM/FM/CD with steering wheel, radio controls and much more! 

MSRP $ 2 7 , 8 0 0 

*n,v Stock # 

52090 

Sale Price Everyone 

$ 4 0 onooo* 23.999#r *21,967 
Sale Price 

GM Employees & Family 

so-f new 
2005 GMC CANYON REG. CAB 
2.8 It., 5 speed, AM/FM/CD, tilt, cruise, and more 

MSRP $ 1 6 , 8 9 0 
SD. 

Stock # 

5 4 0 1 7 

Sate Price Everyone G M E m p i 0 y e e s & F a m i i y 

s14,2990# s12,52928 

2005 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 
3.8 It., ABS brakes , AM/FM/CD, power driver's seat, 16' 

alum, wheels, power windows, locks, tilt, cruise and 
much more! 

48 month/48,000 mile 

0 down lease 

Stock #52017 

Everyone 

s24898
WM 

i h 

GM Employees & Family 

l e t" 
2005 PONTIAC VIBE 

1.8 It., auto., tilt, cruise, AM/FM/CD and more! 

MSRP $ 1 8 , 6 5 0 

Stock # 
52014 

Sale Price Everyone 

100* $15,29918 14,470 
Sale Price 

GM Employees & Family 

08' 

2004 GMC YUKON SLE 
5.3 It., Homelink, hitch, bucket seats and more 

MSRP $ 4 1 , 5 3 0 

Stock # 
4 7 3 7 3 

Sale Price Everyone 

S Q i l O O O O * 

Sale Price 
GM Employees & Family 

31,79980" s28,89900 

Everyone 

97* 
M l 1 1 . 

GM Employees & Family 

$261M«« 

2005 GMC YUKON - YUKON XL 
DENALI and DENALI XL 
Discounts and Rebates 

up t o 

$12,366 
for GM Employees and family members 

2005 GMC SIERRA 
4.3 It., auto., locking differential, cruise, AM/FM radio & more! 

MSRP 

$ 2 1 , 7 2 7 ^ 

Stock # 

54103 

Sale Price Everyone 

100* 

Sale Price 
GM Employees & Family 

56* $17,9991"1' 16.118 
2004 GMC ENVOY SLT 

The last one! Has leather, sunroof, chrome wheels, Bose 
radio, side impact air bags, adjustable pedals and more! 

MSRP $ 4 0 , 2 0 5 

Stock # 

47396 

Sale Price Everyone 

$ o f i conoo* 

Sale Price 
GM Employees & Family 

30,699°° $28,3990° 
2005 GMC SAVANA CARGO VAN 
One ton, 6.0 It., cloth seats, AM/FM/CD, tilt, cruise, 

and more 

MSRP $ 2 9 , 4 9 9 . 2 0 

Stock # 
54117 

Sale Price Everyone 

$oo mooo* 23,799°° *21.612 
Sale Price 

GM Employees & Family 

2 S 

HURRY, PROGRAMS END JANUARY 3, 20051 DONT MISS THESE GREAT YEAR-END DEALSI 

ftOMii » 6MAC FINANCING CASH 
PONTIAC Sunfire, G6, Grand Prix, Aztek 

G M C Sierra 1500 Ext. and Crew Cabs, 
Envoy, Envoy XL, Envoy XUV, Savana ' 

up to $1,500 

GM AC LEASE PULL-AHEAD 
H J CONTINUES! ^ 

Does your GMAC lease expire b e t w e e n 
- now and July 319 2005? 

If so, General Motors will waive your 
current remaining lease payments when 
you buy or lease a new Pontiac or GMC. 

Program ends January 3, 2005. 

On Grand Am, G6, 
and Grand Prix. 

Program ends January 3, 2005! 
I 

* Price & payments plus tax, title, plate and DOC fee where apply. Rebates to dealer. Rebates include National, GMAC financing bonus, Vibe conquest, GM Retiree where able. 
Must qualify for all rebates. 0% at 72 months, SI 3.89 per $1,000 financed. Programs scheduled to end January 3, 2005 but can change at any time without notice. 

Real P&ople...Real Difference 

WTENBACM 749 w-MAIN ST- *L0WELL'Ml 

G r a n d 1 PH-7-2" 
V 

PONTiAC Fuel for t h t Soul 

800-936-0040 
ASK US ABOUT OUR SHUTTLE RIDE AND 
OUR PICK UP AND DELIVERY SERVICEI 

• Kristi Dine-Alguire • Ed Buck • Mark DeVries • Jack Dood • Jerry Dykhuis • Mike DeKruyter 

• Greg Helder • Mike Poll • Bob Reahm • Rick Theule » Gordon VanHouten • Steve VanHouten 

G6 GRAND PRIX ENVOY 

DOWN 
PAYMENT 

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

REF. SECURITY 
DEPOSIT 

EVERYONE $0.00 $0.00 $350.00 
REF. SECURITY 

DEPOSIT 
EMPLOYEES $0.00 $0.00 $300.00 

AMOUNT DUE 
AT START 

EVERYONE $242.17 $248.98 $661.97 AMOUNT DUE 
AT START 

EMPLOYEES $176.33 $181.56 $561.36 

LEASE END 
VALUE $11,662.00 $12,548.90 $16,660.55 

TOTAL OF 
PAYMENTS 

EVERYONE $11,624.16 $11,951.04 $14,974.56 TOTAL OF 
PAYMENTS 

EMPLOYEES 
$8,463.84 $8,714.88 $12,545.28 

COST PER MILE 
OVER LIMIT $.20 $.20 $.20 


