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Well attended Expo a hit with the community 
By Dan Schneider 

Last Saturday's Lowell Community Expo at Low-
ell High School was generally regarded as a suc-

cess. 

Liz Baker, executive director of the Lowell Area Cham-

ber of Commerce and Expo committee member, estimated 

more than 2,000 people attended the event. Most exhibitors 

surveyed said the biggest benefit of the Expo was the exposure 

it brought them. 

Baker regarded this year's Expo as a turning point in the 

history of the event. It was the eighth annual Expo and the first 

one in which she felt everything had really come together. 
44I think it was a tribute to our Expo committee, that we put 

on a great show," Baker explained. She said next year the 

committee will work to improve the layout for better traffic 

flow. The other problem she noted were the vendors who 

began taking down their exhibits early. 

Exhibitors at the Expo included several nonprofit groups. 

Many of these had sign-up sheets available for volunteers to 

assist with causes around Lowell. Some of the organizations 

and their projects follow: 

The Lowell CropWalk will be held on Sunday, May 2. 

Tammy Wielinga of the CropWalk committee was at the 

Expo. 44We need people to walk and people to sponsor 

walkers," she said. 

Walkers have the option of a two- or six-mile route, each 

starting at the First United Methodist Church in Lowell. A 

quarter of the proceeds stay local to benefit groups like the Flat 

River Outreach Ministries and Senior Neighbors. The rest 

goes to fight hunger worldwide. For more information contact 

the First United Methodist Church at 897-5936. 

The Safe Haven Humane Society in Ionia is in need of 

foster people for pets. "We provide all the food and all the 

medications, they just need to give them love and a place to 

stay," said Jacolyn Burde, president of Safe Haven. "It's 

really great for people who travel." For information call 

Burde at 616-527-8733 or 522-9012. 
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The sixth grade string ensemble played some tunes last Saturday, part of the entertainment program consisting 

of Lowell talent at the Expo. 

Those interested in coaching Lowell youth football teams 

should contact Mike Meppelink, president of the Lowell 

Youth Football League, by May 1. Coaches are needed at all 

levels. Practices start in August and the season starts Saturday, 

Sept. 11. Meppelink can be reached at 897-7896 or by email, 

lyfl@aol.coni. 

Flat River Outreach Ministries needs volunteers for sev-

eral shifts in the food pantry. Training is provided. The pantry 

is open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 2-4 p.m., 

Wednesday from 5-7 p.m. and Friday, 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 

Contact Barbara Schmaltz, volunteer coordinator, at 897-

4189. 

These are just a few of the volunteer opportunities that 

were available at the Expo. Look for more under the "Volun-

teer Spotlight" heading in future issues of the Ledger. All 

nonprofit groups seeking volunteers are invited to use the 

Volunteer Spotlight to seek help for their projects. 

New YMCA associate director a familiar face 
By Dan Schneider 

T he Lowell YMCA 

now has a new 

associate director. 

his second tenure in Lowell 

on April 5. He spent two and 

a half years at the Lowell 

YMCA as the community de-

velopment director. That 

Andy Retberg will begin started in the spring of 2000 

Andy Retberg, the new associate director at the Y. 

and included helping get the 

wellness and teen centers 

started. 

"I feel blessed to have the 

opportunity to come back and 

work with the community 

again and come back and do 

some great things," Retberg 

said. 

He is looking forward to 

working again with members 

he's known well. 

"I feel strongly that those 

relationships are still going to 

be there," Retberg said. 

Those relationships were 

part of what guided the selec-

tion committee to hire him. 

"He was very well-ac-

cepted, the membership was 

very happy with Andy," said 

Barry Getzen, associate chair 

of the Lowell YMCA board 

of directors. "He was also able 

to bring that personality to his 

job at Borgess in Kalamazoo." 

Since his previous work 

at the Lowell Y, Retberg has 

worked for the Borgess Health 

and Fi tness Cen te r in 

Kalamazoo. He started out his 

career in health working sum-

mers for the Grand Rapids 

Downtown YMCA's inner-

city youth baseball program. 

He graduated from Grand Val-

ley State University with a 

degree in education and an 

emphas is on health and 

wellness. He worked at the 

Visser YMCA branch as 

youth sports director. 

"Health and wellness 

have always been an impor-

tant part of my life and if 1 can 

help others in the health and 

wellness area, I feel very 

blessed," Retberg said. 

He's excited about the po-

tential impact he can have on 

the community through the 

Y. 

"In Lowell, it's a smaller 

community and there's so 

many collaborative efforts," 

Retberg said. "It encourages 

you to do your best every day 

because you know so many 

people are depending on it." 

"He's a caring person, 

he's a person who is very in-

terested in doing his best for 

the community," Getzen said. 

"He was always there, the 

people loved him, and we're 

definitely looking for that to 

happen again." 

Retberg will live nearer 

to Grand Rapids so his wife. 

Melanie, won't have to drive 

so far to her job at Grand 

Valley State University in 

Allendale. They have a daugh-

ter now, Emma, who is one 

year old. 

Don't forget to set 
your clocks ahead 

one hour this weekend! 
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OBITUARIES 

B E L K N A P - Rona ld E. 

Belknap, aged 73, of Hess 

Lake and Gold Canyon, Ari-

zona, passed away Friday, 

March 19,2004 in Arizona of 

accidental injuries. He is sur-

vived by his wife of 53 years. 

Donna; children Laurie and 

Mark Sayer of Wyoming, 

S t e v e Be lknap , Cra ig 

Belknap, both of Grand Rap-

ids, Kathi Corson (fiance Bill 

S h e r w o o d ) of Lowel l , 

Michael Belknap of Dorr; 

grandchildren Melissa and 

Jorge P'aramo, Kari Sayer, 

Er ik Ander son , T o m m y 

Huling, Trent Belknap; great-

grandson Matthew; brothers 

Norm and Nancy Belknap, 

Ray Belknap; sister Marilynn 

Werner; his friends here and 

from Gold Canyon RV Park. 

The Mass of Christian burial 

was celebrated Saturday at 

Holy Name of Jesus Church, 

Fr. Stephen Dudek presiding. 

Interment Resurrection Cem-

etery. The family suggests 

memorial contributions be 

made to Paws with a Cause. 

RASH - Edward Rash, aged 

82, of Lowell, passed away 

March 25, 2004. He is sur-

vived by his wife of 62 years 

Norabel l ; children Darrel 

(Marge) Rash, Thomas (Gail) 

Rash, Bonita Ross, William 

Rash, Carol (Scott) Decator, 

Jon (Grace) Rash, Lori (Rob-

ert) Rodrigues; brother Eu-

gene Rash; 15 grandchildren; 

nine great-grandchildren. Mr. 

Rash was a member of the 

Church of the Nazarene in 

Lowell and VFW. Funeral 

services were held Sunday at 

the Lowell Church of the 

Nazarene, PastorTim Deshaw 

officiating. 

WITTENBACH - Tom Bur 

Wittenbach, aged 70, died un-

expectedly March 24, 2004, 

in T ucson, Arizona. Originally 

SYNOPSIS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

LOWELL CITY COUNCIL 
MARCH 15, 2004, 7:30 P.M. 

Minutes of the March 1, 2004 Regular 

Meet ing were approved as wri t ten and bil ls 

and the accounts payable we re approved. 

T h e fol lowing mot ions were approved; 

• Mot ion to adop t zon ing o rd inance 

amendmen t as p resented regard ing 

fences and wal ls and pr imary accessory 

buildings. 

• Mot ion to adop t t he o rd inance 

a m e n d m e n t w h i c h de le tes the 

requi rement involv ing a member of the 

Historic District Commiss ion being on the 

Planning Commiss ion. 

• Motion to accept a one-year extension to 

March 1, 2005 for of f hours pol ice 

dispatch services with the City of Walker. 

• Mot ion to set a publ ic hear ing for March 

29, 2004 concern ing 2170 Laurie Gai l 

Drive involv ing a s ide yard se tback 

variance. 

• Motion to set a publ ic hear ing for March 

29, 2004 concern ing a var iance from 20% 

grade slope open space provisions for 16 

unit s ingle family resident ial cluster plan 

at 753 Grindle. 

• Motion to table the water main easement 

issued for Sundry until fur ther information 

is received. 

• Mot ion to begin the p rocess on the 

bonding for Grindle and Sib ley streets. 

• Motion to adjourn at 8:13 p .m. The next 

Regular ly Schedu led Meet ing wil l be 

Monday, March 29, 2004. 

Comp le te minutes are avai lab le at Lowel l 

C i ty Hall, 301 East Main Street, Lowel l , 

Mich igan. 

& Betty R. Mor lock, City Clerk 

City of Lowel l 

from Grand Rapids, Tom re-

sided in Tucson for the past 

30 years. Bom September 

24, 1933, in Lowell, he 

graduated from Grand Rap-

ids Central High School in 

1951.He earned his BS and 

MA degrees in education at 

Western Michigan Univer-

sity, teaching in Gaylord, 

Bangor and at Union High 

School in Grand Rapids as 

well as at Davenport Col-

lege, at the prison for the 

State of Michigan, and at Pima 

Business College. He is re-

membered for his clever wit, 

love of sports, and love of and 

kindness toward his family 

and friends. Mr. Wittenbach 

was predeceased by his par-

ents Fred and Ruth Wittenbach 

of Grand Rapids , sister 

Ruthanna Davis of Amherst, 

MA. He is survived by his 

brother David (Susan) 

Wittenbach of Grand Rapids; 

sister Beth (Jeffrey) Zehe of 

Maryland; n iece Dianne 

(Blair) Whitham of Amherst, 

MA; n e p h e w David 

Wittenbach of CO; niece Beth 

(Lonnie) Lucas of Tucson; 

nephew Andrew (Mary) Zehe 

of V A; nephew James Zehe of 

Maryland; niece Cary Bailen 

of Phoenix and nieceKimberly 

(Michael) Kell of Chicago. 

He had five great-nieces and 

four great-nephews. Funeral 

services were conducted by 

Nathaniel Johnson, pastor of 

Vergennes United Methodist 

Church, at the Metcalf & 

Jonkhoff Funeral Home in 

Grand Rapids on March 29. 

Memorial contributions may 

be made to the Arthritis Foun-

dation, Greater Southwest 

Chapter, 434 S.William Blvd. 

#200 Tucson, AZ 85711. 

• • • • • • 

LEGAL NOTICES 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

17TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT 

ORDER FOR SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION 

POSTING AND NOTICE 
OF ACTION 

CASE NO. 04-02410-DO 

180 Ottawa, NW, Grand 
Rapids, Ml 49503 

BEVERLY ANN 
MACK-COWANS 
145 Travis St., NE 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49505 
(616) 363-2257 

WESTERN MICHIGAN 
LEGAL SERVICES 
By: Danelle Kistka 
(P65483) 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
89 Ionia, NW, Suite 400 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49503 
(616)774-0672, ext. 117 

WESLEY S C O n 
COWANS 

145 Travis St., NE 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49505 

(last known address) 

TO DEFENDANT, 
WESLEY SCOTT 
COWANS 

The Lowell Ledger 
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IT IS ORDERED: 

You are being sued by 
plaintiff in this court to 
obtain a divorce. You 
must file your answer or 
take other action permit-
ted by law in this court at 
the court address above 
on or before May 5,2004. 
If you fail to do so, a de-
fault judgement may be 
entered against you for 
the relief demanded in 
the complaint filed in this 
case. 

A copy of this order shall 
be published once each 
week in The Lowell Led-
ger for three (3) consecu-
tive weeks, and proof of 
publication shall be filed 
in this court. The publi-
cation costs shall be paid 
by Kent County pursu-
ant to MCR 2.002(F). 
A copy of this order shall 
be sent to Defendant, 
W E S L E Y S C O T T 
C O W A N S at the last 
known address by regis-
tered mail, return receipt 
requested, before the 
date of the last publica-
tion, and the affidvait of 
mailing shall be filed with 
this court. 

March 19, 2004 
Judge Steven M. Pestka 

(P29517) 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
PROBATE COURT 
COUNTY OF KENT 

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

Decedent's Estate 

FILE NO. 04-177-279-
DE 

Estate of 
BETTY LORRAINE 

DATEMA, deceased 
SSN: 374-44-6810 

TO ALL CREDITORS: 

NOT ICE TO C R E D I -
TORS: 
The decedent, BETTY 
LORRAINE DATEMA, , 
who lived at 4005 Cause-
way Drive, Lowell, Michi-
gan 49331, died March 
6,2004. 

Creditors of the dece-
dent are notified that all 
claims against the es-
tate wi l l be fo rever 
barred unless presented 
to ROGER A. DATEMA, 
named personal repre-
sentative, or proposed 
personal representative, 
or to both the probate 
court at 180 Ottawa Ave. 
N.W., Grand Rapids, Ml 
49503 and the named/ 
proposed personal rep-
resenta t ive w i th in 4 
months after the date of 
publication of this no-
tice. 

3/26/04 

CRAIG AVERY 
(P-10311) 
3875 West River Drive 
Comstock Park, Ml 
49321 

ROGER A. DATEMA 
4749 Breckenridge NE 

Grand Rapids, Ml 
49525 

364-7126 

ONE VISIT 

...SIMPLE! 
"If I had known it would be this easy, I wouldn 't 

have put off getting a crown for so long. One visit 

and it was done. The crown fits and looks great. 

I have my smile back...simple!" 

( ( q \ Familt) Dentistpi) of Lowell 
- A N N W I L S O N . D.D.S. -

Tel. 897-4835 • 147 North Center Street • Lowell 
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Apartment fire leads to discovery of meth lab 
By Dan Schneider 

Responding to a fire call 

Saturday, March 20, the Low-

ell police and fire departments 

uncovered a methamphet-

amine lab. 
t4It was called in as a fire 

that apparently burned itself 

out," Lowell police chief Jim 

Valentine said. "We had a car 

right down the street when 

the call came in." 

The fire occurred at 1511 

Deborah in the Lowell One 

apartment complex. 

"One occupant of the 

apartment had fled prior to 

our arrival and the other ran 

downstairs and told the neigh-

bors the apartment was on 

fire," Valentine said. 

Sundry Development 
obtains requested variance 

When the Lowell Area 

Fire Department arrived on 

the scene and saw signs of 

methamphetamine produc-

tion, members of the state 

police metropolitan enforce-

ment team were called in to 

investigate. They determined 

there was a meth lab in the 

apartment. 

"It was some residuals 

from the meth lab that started 

the fire," Lowell fire chief 

Frank Martin said. "Chemi-

cals on rags had ignited." 

"This was our first en-

counter with a meth lab," Val-

entine said. "It's a nasty con-

trolled substance for people to 

abuse and the labs themselves 

are so dangerous ...a lot of vola-

tile, dangerous material." 

Last Tuesday afternoon, 

Lowell police detective James 

Hinton arrested two suspects 

in Belding with the help of the 

Belding police. Zachary Allen 

McMeeken, 19, and Maria 

Nieves Angiano, 24, were ar-

raigned on three different 

counts of manufacturing and 

possession of methamphet-

amine and having a metham-

phetamine lab. 

"His past history indicated 

that he had relatives up in the 

Belding area," Hinton said. 

"We actually located the car 

that they had driven away from 

the crime scene up at an apart-

ment complex in Belding." 

By J . Lobdcll 

Contributing Writer 

A developer will get a vari-

ance Irom the slope require-

ments of the open space pres-

ervation ordinance, but not as 

much as originally proposed. 

Sundry Development, Inc. 

sought a variance from the 

maximum 20 percent slope 

grade to construct 16 homes 

on its property at 753 Grindle. 

Under the current ordinance, 

any area over a 20 percent 

s lope grade is considered 

unbuildable and cannot be 

used in determining the ratio 

of open space to developable 

space. 

Sundry contended, and the 

Lowell Planning Commission 

agreed, that the slope was too 

restrictive with Kevin Rude 

of Sundry, pointing out at 

Monday night's meeting that 

most homes with a walkout 

basement are built on a slope 

of about 30 percent. The plan-

ning c o m m i s s i o n recom-

mended a change to a maxi-

mum slope of 50 percent. 

The city council, acting as 

the zoning board of appeals, 

which hears all zoning vari-

ance requests and makes the 

final decision, did not feel 

comfortable with the jump 

from 20 to 50 percent. 

After some discussion, 

the council approved a vari-

ance for a maximum slope of 

40 percent. At the meeting, 

Rude said the greatest slope 

on the property was about 38 

percent and one created by 

the company to put in the 

private drive. 

Opposing the change was 

councilman Charles Myers 

who felt that the clustering 

the developers were trying to 

achieve actually limited op-

t ions for the potent ia l 

homeowners. He was also 

concerned about fees which 

would be incurred by the 

homeowners in the associa-

tion to help maintain the open 
space areas. 

Several residents raised 

concerns about the number 

of homes being built,which 

increased from the proposed 

eight a few years ago to 16. 

City manager David Pasquale 

said when the city decided to 

amend the suburban residen-

tial zoning, reducing lot sizes 

from 35,000 square feet to 

23,000 square feet. Sundry 

was able to put in 16 homes 

versus the proposed eight. 

Rude noted the property 

would follow the city's sub-

urban residential guidelines 

and indicated that no more 

homes would or could be built 

on the properly. Rude said 

originally Sundry was seek-

ing no slope grade require-

ments but was comfortable 

with the p l ann ing 

commission's recommenda-

tion of 50 percent since it re-

ally didn't affect the site at all. 

Mayor Jeanne Shores said 

the reason she proposed to 

reduce the slope grade was 

because she felt it would set a 

precedent for future develop-

ment in the suburban residen-

tial district. The open space 

preservation ordinance can 

only be used in that specific 

zoning. 

Sundry will now head 

back to the planning commis-

sion to finalize details. The 

developer is currently at work 

on its other property, 751 

Grindle, also known as the 

Highland Hills project. 

City Council issues intent for 
Michigan Transportation Bonds 
By J . Lobdell 

Contributing Writer 

The Lowell City Council 

took its first step toward seek-

ing transportation funds for the 

repair of Grindle Drive and 

Sibley Street—although one 

council member questioned 

whether the amount would be 

enough. 

The council, in a 4-1 vote, 

approved a resolution at its 

Monday night meeting, autho-

rizing the notice of intent to 

issue Michigan Transportation 

Fund Bonds up to $400,000. 

Councilman Al Mathews, the 

nay vote, felt the council should 

increase the amount to 

$600,000. 

Mathews said he made that 

decision after driving on Sibley 

and discovering just how bad 

the road really is. There is not 

much that can be done to save 

Sibley from east of Valley 

Vista, he said. The road west 

of Valley Vista appears to be 

in better condition and could 

be milled, Mathews ex-

plained, with Department of 

Public Works director Dan 

DesJarden adding that the 

areas with curb and gutter 

could be milled. 

Councilman Jim Pfaller 

said he is not comfortable 

spending that amount of 

money, especially knowing 

that such roads as High and 

James streets will need repair 

once the Sundry projects are 

completed. 

"These roads need to be 

fixed right now," Mathews 

said, adding that he wished 

James and High streets could 

be hit for the repair by the 

association in the develop-

ment. 

City manager David 

Pasquale said the council 

could set the amount at 

$600,000 and then reduce it 

later. The notice of intent must 

be posted for 45 days after 

which the council would con-

sider a bond authorizing the 

resolution. Bids on the bonds 

would be received and a sales 

resolution would be adopted, 

Pasquale said. 

Just because the council 

approved a notice of intent, 

however, does not mean it is 

locked into getting the bonds, 

Pasquale said. The council still 

has to give its final okay for 

the bonds to be issued. 

The proposed bond is for 

the scope of the reconstruc-

tion of Grindle Drive between 

Jackson Street and Grindle 

Court with an estimated cost 

of 5372,000; the milling/re-

surfacing and reconstruction 

of Sibley Street from Center 

to Valley Vista estimated at 

$214,500. Pasquale said the 

earliest the project could be-

gin would be 2005. 

a?i 

Same Location! 
Same Phone Number! 

Same Owner! 

Just a new 
agency name 
offering more 

services to you. 

Regal Insurance Agency 
(Formerly Speerstra Agency 

835 W. Main St., Lowell, Ml 49331 

616-897-9259 
800-804-3322 

DALE 

TRIPLETT 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID 

CITY OF 
LOWELL 

Sealed bids wil l be rece ived at the Lowel l 

City Hall off ice, 301 East Ma in Street, Lowel l , 

Ml 49331 until Wednesday , April 14, 2004 at 

2:30 p.m. where they wil l be publicly o p e n e d 

and read a loud . The b ids are fo r the 

construct ion of a 54' x 28' s torage bui ld ing at 

1596 Bowes Road, Lowel l . P lease mark 

envelope "STORAGE BUILDING BID*. 

Specif icat ions may be secured upon request 

f rom the Depar tment of Publ ic Works , 217 

South Hudson (between 7 :30 a.m. - 4 :00 

p.m.) or by cal l ing 616-897-5929. 

The City of Lowel l reserves the right to reject 

any or all bids and also the right to wa ive any 

formal defects in bids w h e n deemed in the 

best interest of the City. Further, the City 

reserves the right to accept a bid h igher than 

the lowest bid, if the Ci ty 's interest wi l l be 

better served. 

http://www.lowelIbuyersguide.com
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Of Faith 
Pastor Tim Deshaw 
Church of the Nazarene 

" . . . For a little while you may have to suffer grief in all 
kinds of trials. These have come so your faith—of greater 
worth than gold , which perishes even though refined by 
tire—may prove genuine and may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed." 1 Peter 1:6,7 

This coming Sunday is Palm Sunday, the Sunday before 
Easier. It is the day Jesus came into Jerusalem to the cheer-
ing ot the crowds. It is called Palm Sunday because the 
crowds of people gathered and placed palm branches and 
their cloaks onto the road. This was a traditional way of 
greeting a returning victorious king. But within a few days, 
this same crowd's hearts and attitudes towards Jesus would 
change dramatically. Instead of cheers and celebration for 
their Messiah, these same people would be cursing Him and 
screaming for Jesus to be killed. 

Jesus was just not executed, but put to death in the most 
painful and humiliating way possible. He was crucified, 
beaten and hung on a cross. A punishment so horrible it was 
reserved only for the worst of criminals. A death so painful 
they had to create a word to describe it. The word, 
excruciating, was created to explain the agony of the cross. So 
what is their point of all of this? Why all this suffering and 
humiliation? 

The Bible tells us: "We know that in all things God 
works for the good of those called according to His purpose." 
(Romans 8:28) Where is the "good" in all of this? Maybe 
an illustration from nature would help us to understand. I 
read recently that in 1988, over one million acres of 
^ ellowstone National Park were ravaged by wildfires. 
While some were crying out over the terrible devastation 
caused by the fires, biologists, ecologists and naturalists 
viewed the situation from a very different perspective. 
Instead of bemoaning the tremendous loss, they saw the fire 
as a very positive constructive event. 

The fire is nature's way of clearing out the heavy build-
up ot undergrowth, allowing new plants a chance to 
flourish. The blaze eftectively opened up the dense forest 
canopy, allowing sunlight to reach the forest floor for the 
tirst lime in years. And finally the heal of the inferno causes 
the cones of the lodgepole pines to open, releasing their 
seeds. And a forest is reborn as the new seeds fall into the 
ash-enriched forest floors bathed in sunlight. 

A closer look at the fire's effect on the forest-originally 
seen as a horrible destruction but, in reality, yielding a very 
beneficial outcome - reminds us that some situations are not 
always what they appear to the casual observer, at first 
glance. 

In the same way, Jesus' suffering and death, to the 
casual observer, seems a tremendous waste of a life but, in 
reality, opened the way for the whole of humanity to be 
brought back into proper relationship with God. In the same 
way the fire cleared out the old, and made it possible for a 
fresh start for those new seeds. Jesus shed blood, death on the 
cross, and resurrection made it possible for you, too, to have 
a fresh start, a whole new life. 

If you are looking for, or have any questions about this 
"new life"... this "fresh start" that I have been talking about, 
my advice to you is to take advantage of this special time of 
year and go to your local house of worship. 

Vows SPOKEN 

Richardson/Kozlowski 

ENGAGEMENTS 

Dale E. and Amy Richardson 

Jenny M. Stabnau and Timothy E. VanLaan 

Anne King of Grandville 
and Steven Garris of Ann Ar-
bor announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Jenny M. 
Stabnau, of Kentwood, to 
Timothy E. VanLaan, son of 
Phillip and Becky VanLaan 
of Lowell. 

The bride-to-be gradu-
ated from Forest Hills Cen-
tral High School and attends 

Grand Rapids Community 

College. She is majoring in 
communications. 

The groom-elect is a 
graduate of Lowell High 
School and Cornerstone Uni-
versity. He is employed by 
Grand Management Group. 

A June 5, 2004 wedding 
is planned by the couple. 

Amy Kozlowski and 
Dale E. Richardson were 
married at Snow United 
Methodist Church on Octo-
ber 4,2003. The double-ring 
ceremony was performed by 
the Rev. Thurlan Meredith. 
Alice Blanding was the or-
ganist, Cheryl Shaffer, the 
soloist. 

The bride is the daughter 
of Greg Sr. and Toni 
Koz lowski of Foun ta in , 
Mich. Matron of honor was 
Jill Petersen, sister of the 
bride. Christi Meppelink and 
Michelle Black were brides-
maids. Penny Petersen, niece 
of the bride, was the flower 
girl. 

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY 
ATTENTION: BIBLE BELIEVERS 

If you would like to attend a church 
where the King James Bible is held up 
as the perfect, preserved word of God 

with all the words of God for all English 
speaking people, then give us a visit 

at: 901 W. Main, Lowell 
Across the street from the Vennen Dodge dealership. 

897-6284 or 485-4195 
10AM Sunday School; 11AM Morning Service; 

6PM Evening Service; 
Wed., 7:30PM Prayer Meeting. 

ALTO UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

Kirby and Harrison 

Alto • 616-691-8011 
Worship 9:30 A.M. 
Children's Church 9:30 A.M. 

OPEN HEARTS - OPEN MINDS 
- OPEN DOORS 

Pastor Dean Bailey 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

621 E. Main Street • 897-5936 
Worship Hours...8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School...9:45 a.m. 

DR. MICHAEL T.CONKUN, PASTOR 
Nursery & child care available at both services 

Barrier - Free Entrance 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod) 
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21 

www.goodshepherdlowell.org 

Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 
Sunday Worship 10:00 A.M. 

(Nursery available) 

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307 
All facilities are wheelchair accessible 

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF L0W£LL 

2275 West Main Street •897-7168 
Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org 

Rev. Burland Margesson & Rev. W. Lee Taylor 
Wayne Haines, Youth Pastor 

~ Sun. Worship Service. .9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M. 
Sunday School Hour 11:00 A.M. 
AWANA/JV Wed. 6:15 & 7 P.M. 

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times 
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free 

1 0 5 0 1 S e t t l e w o o d • P h . 8 9 7 - 7 1 8 5 

Sunday School 9:45 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11 A.M. 
Evening Service 6:00 P.M. 

Prayer and Praise - Wed., 7:00 P.M. 

Rev. Rick Ferguson - 987-6475 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

(Barrier-Free) 

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE 
UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:00 A.M. 
SUNDAY EVENING SERVICES 6:00 P.M 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 7:00 P.M. 
At 215/2 W. Main. Lowell 
(entrance in rear of building) 

CALL FOR FREE HOME BIBLE STUDIES 
Pastor Robert L. Hubbard 

Phone: (616) 897-1267 
website mvw.aplighthouse.com 

ALTON BIBLE CHURCH 
Lincoln Lake Ave. at 3 Mile Road 

897-5648 
Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M. 
Evening Praise 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday AWANA 7:00 P.M. 

(Sept. - April) 
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 P.M. 

Pastor Ken Ford (Home) 897-6418 
YOU ARE WELCOME! 

I Y CHU*C 

C o n t e m p o r a r y S e r v i c e s 
Lowell High School Auditorium 
(Nursery & Children's Ministry Provided) 

Sunday Mornings 1 0 A M 
Impac t Youth (Sunday'sat the Pasior's home) . S P M 

Phone us @ 897-0333 or 437^5093 
Call for a free CD Service Sample 

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER 
(Assembly of God] 

3050 Alden Nash S.E.* 897-1100 • Slatted Nursery 
Robert W. Holmes, Senior Pastor 

Dave Noonon, Asst. Pastor 
Stacy Holmes, College & Twenties 

Brian Baber, Youth Pastor 
SUNDAYS: 

Worship: 9:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 
WEDNESDAYS: 

Family Night: (For All Ages) 7 p.m. 
Generation Jacob Youth: 7 p.m. 

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 

201 N. Washington • 897-8800 
Sunday School 9:45 A.M. 
Morning Worship 10:50 A.M. 
Sunday Evening 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Family Ministry 7:00 P.M. 

PASTOR TIM DESHAW 
Staffed Nursery Provided 

Barrier-Free Entrance 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

(United Church of Christ) 
404 North Hudson • 897-5906 

Worship and Church School 10:00 A.M. 
Dr. Roger LaWarre Pastor 
Megan MacNaughton Music Director 
Barrier-Free Nursery Provided 

Come Join Us For Praise & Worship 

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL 
Rev. William J. Renkema - 897-7060 

1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml 
Morning Worship 10:00 A. M. 
Sunday School 11:20 A.M. 
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free 

ST. MARY'S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Fr. George J. Fekete 

402 Amity St. •897-9820 
www.stmary-lowell.com 

Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 9:30 AM 
Weekday Masses: 7:45 AM 

Holy Day Masses: 9 AM & 7 PM 
Saturday confessions: 10-10:30 AM 

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:15 AM - 8 PM 
ffiClOUS EDUCATOR, OtDflEN TO ADUlTS-CAU.Bfl£fCABEfDNG 897-7915 

S£E LOWELL CABLE CH 49, EWTH FM 24 HR. CATHOUC BfiOAXASTlNG 

The groom is the son of 
John and Nancy Richardson 
of Lowell. Best man was Jeff 
Gurney; groomsmen were 
Chris Dennie and Jim Lowry, 
all friends of the groom. Wynn 
Petersen, nephew of the bride, 
was the ring bearer. Ushers 
were Greg Kozlowski Jr. and 
Brad Richardson. 

Ken and Jennifer Rice, 
brother-in-law and sister of 
the bride, were master and 
mistress of ceremonies. 

A reception was held in 
the Dexter Ballroom of St. 
Cecilia Music Society in 
Grand Rapids. 

The bride, a 1989 gradu-
ate of Mason County Eastern 
High School in Custer, gradu-
ated from Davenport Univer-

sity. She is employed as an 
executive assistant in the Of-
fice of the Chief Executive of 
Alticor, Inc. 

The groom, a 1990 gradu-
ate of Lowell High School, 
graduated from the Univer-
sity of Michigan. He currently 
provides contractual services 
in web applications develop-
ment to several Grand Rap-
ids-based companies. 

The couple reside in Alto. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

A P R I L 1: C h r i s t o p h e r 
Vollink, Denny McClure, 
Kurt Wemet. 

APRIL 2: Kyle Geldersma, 
Ron Met te rn ick , Alec 

Newhouse, Chris Rittersdorf, 
Blake Bergy, Nicole Wilcox, 
Alex Hazard. 

APRIL 3: Hayleigh Borton, 
Jamie Barnes. 

APRIL 4: Troy Pethers. 

APRILS: Doug Klahn, Esther 
Clemenz. 

APRIL 6: Carol Hovinga, 
Brad Yonker, Fran Clouser, 
Conn ie V a u g h n , Pear l 
Peckham, Malley Cahoon, 
Cheryl Foster. 

APRIL 7: Corey Vollink, 
Rick Sauber, Lindsey Thaler, 

Kenne th Da lga , John 
Henderson, Mary Kimble. 
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cozy comer 
by Roger Brown 

A few weeks ago I told you about my grandson Boog's 

unexplained fear of the Tooth Fairy. He hasn't lost any more 

teeth, but the sign is still posted on his bedroom door telling the 

Tooth Fairy to keep out and to leave the money downstairs on 

the coffee table. He throws a fit at any suggestion the sign 

should come down. It doesn't appear he is outgrowing this 

fairyphobia thing anytime soon. 

Once the two loose teeth were out, the Tooth Fairy was 

dealt with and the cash was in Boog's hand, the whole thing 

died down. But, wouldn't you know, a whole new dilemma 

has evolved in the little guy's overactive imagination. 

A couple weeks ago my granddaughter, Jim, was reading 

aloud to Boog. Or, more likely, Boog was in earshot as he 

played with his action figures. The book was about Christmas,, 

and Santa Claus was at the center of the plot. You can probably 

take it from here. 

Pretty soon, Boog marched downstairs for a conference 

with his mother. The discussion about Santa began with a 

bunch of pointed questions. Boog asked how Santa gets into 

the house at night while everyone is sleeping. Boog wanted to 

know how Santa knows everything about him. Specifically, 

whether he 's been good or bad. All those little things we take 

for granted, but five-year-olds still need to get straight in their 

minds. 

Before long the discussion broke down into Boog sobbing 

that he doesn't want Santa in his house. There didn't seem to 

be any room for compromise this time. A suggestion that 

another sign be posted on Boog's bedroom door didn't help. 

He didn't want Santa in the house . . . and that was that. Even 

when it was pointed out that there wouldn't be any presents 

under the tree if Santa couldn't come in, Boog didn't yield to 

proposed solutions. He doesn't want Santa in his house! 

Now there's a fine "how do ya do" for young parents with 

five- and seven-year-old children. In just a blink of an eye the 

whole magic and wonder of Christmas morning with young 

children will be history for them. Here, right at the best time in 

child rearing, they have a kid getting the screamin' meemies 

over the Tooth Fairy and Santa Claus sneaking into his house. 

I know what you're thinking . . . what about the Easter 

Bunny? That was my first question to my daughter. Even 

though Easter is just around the comer and there has been 

plenty of talk and preparation for the holiday at home and at 

school. . . so far.. . so good. My daughter admits she has tippy-

toed around the issue of the Easter Bunny hiding goodies 

around the house in the middle of the night. 

On the bright side, we have about nine months until 

Santa's big day. Right now we are planning to have at least 

three occasions to spend some quality time with the grandkids 

before Christmas. Hopefully old grandpa can introduce some 

real monsters for Boog to worry about. You know ... tradi-

tional, spooky, creepy, toothy kinda monsters under the bed 

and in the closet. A little time with gramps and Boog will forget 

all about being afraid of the Tooth Fairy and Santa Claus. 

Maybe my daughter is right. Maybe it is a good thing Boog 

and I live 12,000 miles apart. 

By Dave Stegehuis 

CALL OF THE WILD 

Sometimes I find myself wishing for the return of the 

"good old days" of my youth. That time before runaway 

development and freeways consumed thousands of acres of 

wildlife habitat. There is a fast-food joint where I once hunted 

pheasants. A housing development occupies the rolling hills 

where red fox once made their homes. Fortunately, wetland 

preservation regulations saved the swamps and creek bottoms 

where I caught frogs for lunch and trapped muskrats for pocket 

money. 

There have been, however, some encouraging develop-

ments in our wildlife community. Some animals that had 

disappeared from the landscape or suffered serious population 

losses are back. Whitetail deer have always been around, but 

deer numbers have had major swings over the years. Exten-

sive logging in the state produced second growth forests, 

which provided ideal habitat for deer. This resulted in a 

population boom that eventually led to over-browsing and, 

consequently, widespread starvation. 

Habitat restoration and hunting regulations have allowed 

the size of the herd to increase to record levels. Who would 

have thought in the '40s and 450s that we would hear elk 

bugling in the hills and valleys of the Pigeon River country? 

A few lucky hunters are issued licenses each year to help 

keep the herd numbers in balance with the existing habi-

tat. 

Few people ever see a black bear outside of a zoo or 

backwoods garbage dump. There are now thousands of 

bears roaming around the Upper Peninsula and about 1,500 

call the northern Lower Peninsula home with a few wander-

ing around in southern Michigan. The gray wolf was recently 

removed from the list of endangered animals. They travel 

great distances and can show up in unexpected places. You 

now have a chance to sit around a campfire in the Upper 

Peninsula and listen to a pack of howling wolves. 

1 have yet to actually see a Michigan moose, but I find 

fresh tracks as I wander around in the forests of the central 

Upper Peninsula." It 's just a matter of time before I encounter 

one of the huge beasts. The moose numbers are not expand-

ing as hoped for, but there are enough around to provide 

viewing opportunities if not a huntable population. 

To top it off, a wolverine was recently spotted running 

around the east side of the wolverine state. How it got here is 

a mystery. I doubt if the story is over. Last, but not least, there 

is the controversy over the existence of cougars in 

Michigan. Some folks claim there is solid evidence (DNA 

and tracks) of the presence of the large cats. Others are not so 

sure. If there are mountain lions in the woods, making my 

way to a deer blind in the dark will take on a whole new sense 

of adventure. I would be happy to settle for the howling 

wolves. 

T o THE EDITOR 

To the Editor: 
My wife and I are two-year residents of the Lowell area. 

We made Lowell our home for its unique "small-town" 
atmosphere - something that is hard to come by these days. 
Prior to moving to the area and meeting my now wife, I was 
very involved in many community events in my hometown of 
Big Rapids, from the city zoning board to president ot the 

Jaycees. 

i 
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By PrisciUa Lussmeyer 

Ledger Entries 
of125,100, 75,50 and 25 years ago 

Being involved in many events allowed me the opportu-
nity to know a lot of people that worked very hard within the 
"inner-circle" of city government and the police and fire 
departments, often going unnoticed. 

On Sunday afternoon, March 28, a fire broke out in the 
Maplewood Square Apartments' neighborhood complex. No 
fatalities or serious injuries resulted... thanks to the quick and 
very professional actions of the Lowell Area Fire Department. 
The results could have been so much worse. All Lowell 
residents should be proud of the individuals who are working 
hard every day to "serve and protect" all of us. 

• 

David & Erin Pusczak 

125 YEARS THE WEEKLY JOURNAL APRIL 2,1879 
Frank King & Co. is planning improvements above the 

dam this summer. 
Next Monday's election returns should be delivered to the 

Journal as early as possible Tuesday. 
No high water this spring, and very pleasant weather too. 
Mr. Kelley of Lansing has opened a 99 cent store in the 

Music Hall block. 
Lowell will probably need another schoolhouse soon, on 

the east side. 

100 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER 
MARCH 31,1904 

Lowell >s awash in the worst flood ever, with water 

halfway to the ceiling of ground floors. 
The old wooden railroad bridge lodges against the lower 

Grand River steel bridge in Grand Rapids, damaging piles and 

making it unsafe. 
Miss Edith Roth, performing for the high school literary 

society at Train's opera house, has to compete with a very loud 
thunder and rain storm and lights off for a lime. She came 

through with flying colors. 
High water and an ice jam carry away about 40 feel of the 

Fallasburg bridge. 
Store owners move merchandise to higher floors. One lost 

10 cords of firewood to the waters. Home owners board with 

friends or at the Hotel Waverly. 

75 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER 
AND THE ALTO SOLO APRIL 4 ,1929 

Neighboring women notice Ray Covert, covered to the 
head by a cave-in of the ditch he is digging, and call for help. 

He is rescued. 
The Strand Theatre will show "Redskin" Sunday and 

Monday, a color motion picture. 
The best spellers of Vergennes and Lowell townships 

meet at the high school for a contest. Winner is Teresa Miller 

of Fallasburg School. 
Sunday night's wind and sleet storm mowed down poles 

and lines, but Supt. McMahon's crew performed very well, 
including saving the hatch at Foreman's incubators. 

Editorial Complaint: girls who smoke, wear pants and use 

bad language. 

50 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER APRIL 1,1954 
The March 11 story of the spectator jumping on the referee 

in a Lowell-Greenville game has made the news in Texas and 
New Mexico. 

Ten local merchants are offering green stamps, with pre-
miums on display at the Sanitary Market. 

Bruce Clemenz and Shirley Colby are the valedictorian 
and salutatorian of the 77 seniors. 

A four-inch article lists the high school honor roll; four 
students make all A's. 

Monday voters will decide whether to build a county jail, 

at one mill for three years. 

25 YEARS THE GRAND VALLEY LEDGER 
APRIL 4 ,1979 

The five-car Artrain is again in Lowell for a week, a half-
block south of City Hall on the siding. Local artists also have 

exhibits on it and in City Hall. 
The first weekly pictorial feature of building the new 

showboat shows steel beams joining the pontoons as a first 

step. 
With Ada-Cascade growing pains comes argument, 

whether to widen Thomapple River Drive or create a new 
north-south road. 

The DNR reports fishing is very good in the rivers, 
especially Grand Rapids' Sixth Street dam. 

Widening the East Beltline, from two to divided four lanes 
between Cascade Road and Lake Eastbrook, concentrates on 
the Reeds Lake Boulevard intersection. 

http://www.goodshepherdlowell.org
http://www.fbclowell.org
http://www.stmary-lowell.com
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Health With Drs. Paul Gauthier, Jim Lang 
Wayne A. Christenson III & John G. Meier 

2 . 

PERIPHERAL ARTERY DISEASE 

Peripheral artery disease (PAD) is a clogging of the 

arteries caused by a build-up of plaque within their walls. This 

is called atherosclerosis. Arteries function to take oxygen-rich 

blood from the heart to all areas of the body. Atherosclerosis 

is a hardening and narrowing of the arteries caused by a slow 

build-up of fatty material in the walls of these arteries. In PAD, 

atherosclerosis affects the arteries of the legs. 

Signs of PAD include pain in the thigh or calf with walking 

or exercise. The pain may be so severe that you may have to 
stop and rest. 

PAD affects men and women equally. Risk factors of the 

disease include cigarette smoking, high blood pressure, diabe-

tes, high cholesterol and an age of at least 40 years. 

Based on your symptoms, your doctor may order tests to medicines are available to help control the disease, thin the 

confirm the presence of PAD. If it is detected, and you have blood, and hopefully prevent complications of PAD. If, how-

any of the above-mentioned risk factors, you will be advised ever, pain and disability persist, surgery to bypass diseased 
to change your lifestyle accordingly. Diabetes, elevated cho- and clogged arteries may be recommended. 
lesterol and high blood pressure must be controlled. Many 

CO L L E G E N E W S 

Heather Sue Green has 

been awarded a Trustees* 

Scholarship to Central Baptist 

College in Conway, Arkan-" 

sas, for the 2004 fall semester. 

The scholarship provides full 

tuition, room and board. 

The 2003 graduate of 

Lowell High School and a 

member of First Baptist 

Church will be a freshman 

pursuing a bachelor of science 

degree in Christian counsel-

ing. She is the daughter of Bill 

and Sue Green of Lowell. 

Ashley S. Rickert, of 

Lowell, has been named to 

the dean's list for winter term 

at Northwood University, in 

Midland. To achieve this rec-

ognition, a student must earn 

a 3.25 grade point on a 4.0 

scale. 

Knox Col lege , in 

Galesburg, 111., has an-

nounced its dean's list for the 

fall term of the 2003-04 aca-
demic year. 

From the Lowell area is 

Emily Louise Myers, a se-

nior, majoring in philosophy 

and integrated international 
studies. 

Selection to the dean's list 

requires a grade point average 

of at least 3.45 on a 4.0 scale. 

••• 

Perhaps t he most valuable resul t of all educat ion is 
the ability to make yourself do the th ing you have to 
do, when it ought to be done, whe the r you like it or 
not . 

—Thomas Henry Huxley 
Heather Sue Green 

USINESS 

C h e v r o l e t B U I C K 

TJH&FR 

Rich's Service 

In-Hume Appliance Repair 

A D V E R T I S E 
IN THE 

LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

As Low as $ T 5 0 
PER WEEK 

C a l l 8 9 7 - 9 2 6 1 * 1 

Complete 
Machine Shop 

S«rvlc« 

h o w b o a t 

A U T O M O T I V E SUPPLY. INC. 
Auto 
Value 

1450 W. Main St., Lowell, Ml 
(616) 897-9231 

& 
e s 

HOURS; MON • FRI 8-7: SAT 8-5:30: SUN 9-3 3SC 

I N S U R E D • 20 Y E A R S E X P E R I E N C E 

W A S H E R S • D R Y E R S • R E F R I G E R A T O R S 

G A R B A G E D I S P O S A L S • S T O V E S 

2S 209 E. Main St RICH CURTIS 
C£ Lowell, Ml 49331 (616) 897-5686 

.\\v! 
A D 

T H I S S I Z E 

O N L Y 

Buy life insurance and save 
on your home and car. 

hen you buy your life insurance from 
us through Auto-Owners Insurance, 
you'll receive special discounts on 
your home, 

mobile home or car insurance. 
We'll save you money. As an 
independent Auto-Owners 
agent,we take great 
interest in you - as weU 
as your home and 
car. We are specialists 
in insuring people and th 
things they own. 

\Auto-Oumen insurance 
U* ikyrt CM 

rwtWM-fe** 

' 4 / 

835 W. Main St. 
Lowell. Ml 49331 
897-9259 

^ 8 0 0 ) 8 0 ^ 3 3 2 2 Dale Triplett 

STOP SUFFERING! 
W e S u c c e s s f u l l y T r e a t : 

• Whiplash 

• Neck Pain 

• All Headaches 

• Auto Injuries 

• Back Pain 

• Numb Hands/Arms 

• Sports Injuries 

• Work Injuries 

See a Specialist and S e e Results! 

8 9 7 - 4 9 9 9 

DOCTORS 
CHIROPRACTIC 

Dr. Anthony Trombly 

B I L L W H E E L E R 
C e r t i f i e d P u b l i c 

A c c o D n t a n t 

MICHIGAN 

103 Riverside Dr. 
Lowell, Michigan 

49331 
6 1 6 - 8 9 7 - 7 7 1 1 

Your "Close to Home" Rehab Center 
The Laurels of Kent Comprehensive Rehab Programs Include: 

• Post hip f rac ture rehab • S t r o k e R e h a b • Ba lance Tra in ing • H o m e Reen t ry Program 
H o w can you slay c loser to y o u r family, f r iends and h o m e w h e n need ing inpat ient rehabi l i ta t ion 
care or t ransi t ional ca re b e t w e e n hospital and h o m e ? State to your d o c t o r o r hospital pe r sonne l 
that your f irst cho ice is to be c loser to h o m e . C h o o s e T h e Laure l s in L o w e l l . c 

I L A U R E L S OF KENT 
350 N. Center • Lowel l , M I 49331 

Call us at 897-8473 
for information on how 

Medicare can cover your rehab stay. 

ThtUurtlt 
dKM 

Ada Main St. Ionia 

To I-96 

PREVIEW 
PROPERTIES.COM 

C A L L 
J E R R Y H A L E 

897-0229 
or 1-800-515-7763 

JERRY IS A FULL-TIME 

PROFESSIONAL WHO WILL SERVE 

AU YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS. 

•% 

• • 

r-

JB HARRISON INSURANCE AGENCY 
COMPETITIVE HOME RATES 

1 ince 

i 
1885 

H a s t i n g s M u t u a l 

I n s u r a n c e C o m p a n y 
Hastings. Michigan 

www. hastingsmutual. com 

Daniel Urich Judy Harrison 

^ 6 6 j _ y y d e i i ^ j a s h ^ A l t o 8 6 8 - 0 0 5 0 

$3* RF/mcSunQuest 
Peter Smith, Realtor 

Call For Immediate, 

Professional, Committed Service 
(616) 949-6980 Ext. 27 • (800) 800-3915 Ext. 27 

(616) 460 -6634 Cell 
www.realtybypetersmith.com 
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F o r m e r NFL player 
visits Red Arrows 

F o r m e r professional f oo tba l l player Alan Reid 

met and spoke with the Lowell varsity football team 

recently. During the 1980s, Reid played football for 

the University of Minnesota , then i n USFL. He was a 

kick-off returner and backup running back for the 

Philadelphia Eagles NFL team. He talked to the Red 

Ar rows about g rades and football , and what i t takes 

to make the pros. Reid currently works for an insur-

ance agency in Minnesota and was in the G r a n d 

Rapids a r ea for a business meeting. 

01 
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USINESS 
A D V E R T I S E 

I N T H E 

L E D G E R B U S I N E S S D I R E C T O R Y 

AsionasS'J50 

M PER WEEK 

Call 897-

r-

Noon Tire 
S T E V E 

N O O N 

11930 E. Fulton (M-21) 
Lowell, MI 49331 

D e a l i n g 
In M o s t 
B r a n d s ( i ) 897-5925 

Durkee Lumber, 
Inc. 

L u m b e r a n d B u i l d i n g M a t e r i a l s 

868-6026 
6 0 7 1 D e p o t S t . 

Al to , 

2 4 H o u r T o w i n g Fiat Bed 

& R o a d S e r v i c e S e r v i c e 

- Jump Starts 

Lock Outs 

Tire 
Changes 

L i n c o l n L a k e A u t o ' s 

C e l l # 4 4 6 - 5 9 0 9 

M I K A M E Y E R S 
B E C K E T T — J O N E S PLC 

A T T O R N E Y S 
John T. Spcrla 
Mark A. Kchoc 
Ross A. Lcisman 
Daniel J . Parmctcr,Jr . 

Benjamin A. Zainca 
April J. Tcets 
Heidi A. Lyon 

V'" • 

3 0 7 - A E . M a i n S t r e e t 
L o w e l l , M i c h i g a n 4 9 3 3 1 
(616) 8 9 7 - 3 1 1 1 w w w . m m b j l a w . c o m Dr. Steve Brown 

oA Jlowvll 

Heating & Cooling Systems 
S/nce 190-i 

r c t i c . I n c . 

HEATING'AIR CONDITIONING 
1301 Bowes Rd.. Lowell, Ml 49331 

897-4123 
w w w . h e a t i n g c o o l i n g o n l i n e . c o m 

Licensed & Insured 

A U T O I N J U R Y ? W H I P L A S H ? 
Do You Need P A I N R E L I E F ? 

F r e e 1 /2 H o u r M A S S A G E ! 
• Doctor Supervised • Certif ied Therapist 

• Relieves Tight Muscles • Speeds Healing 

897-4999 
DOCTORS CHIROPRACTIC 

wm 

' 

PANTS & 
SWEATERS 

Br ing 
in 6 

shir ts 
p a y 

f o r 5 

CURTIS CLEANERS 

'Comptete Automotive Service' 

* 897-9269 • 

Service With A Smile 
2400 W. MAIN STREET • LOWELL, Ml 49331 

6 1 6 - 8 9 7 - 9 2 6 9 
fax 616-897-9819 

CUMBERLAND A Leisure Living 

Managed Comniunity ( Q 

www.leisure-living.coni R e t i r e m e n t V i l l a g e 

11535 E. Fulton ' L o w e l l , MI 49331 
(616) 897-8413 'Fax 616-897-7839 

e - m a i l : c m b l d @ l e i s u r e - l i v i n g . c o m 

SHIRT LAUNDRY • TUX RENTAL 
Open 7 Days • 897-9809 • 1410 W. Main 

• • m 

www.buiccom.com 

N e q i L 
'Diamond Vtvler 

iooo 

DID? 
N f T W O » » HERBERT PETT 

Telecommunications Consullant 
Phone 
NexTel 

616-897-2045 
616-262-6102 

Fax 616-647-4001 
Email: hpett@basiccom.com 

SUBSCRIBE TO 
The Ledger 

Only 

*15 00 
a year 

(in Kent Co.) 

^ L M A R Y KAY 
L i s a M . B r o w n 

I n d e p e n d e n t B e a u t y C o n s u l t a n t 

13451 Burroughs Street N.E. 
Lowell, Mi 49331 

616.813.7769 
616.897.1711 

lisambrown @ marykay.com 
^ w v w T i a r y k a y j ^ ^ 

http://www.realtybypetersmith.com
http://www.mmbjlaw.com
http://www.heatingcoolingonline.com
http://www.leisure-living.coni
mailto:cmbld@leisure-living.com
http://www.buiccom.com
mailto:hpett@basiccom.com
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DDA nixes Main Street curb extensions/medians 
By Dan Schneider 

At its regular meeting last 

Thursday, the Downtown De-

velopment Authority decided 

it will use a less concrete ap-

proach in its efforts to im-

prove pedestrian crossing on 

Main Street. After engineered 

plans for concrete curb exten-

sions and medians failed to 

excite, the board decided the 

city should approach the 

M i c h i g a n Depar tmen t of 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ( M D O T ) 

about designated crosswalks 

at three downtown intersec-

tions. 

The painted crosswalks 

would cross Main Street at 

M o n r o e , R ive r s ide and 

Broadway. They would be ac-

companied by signs as re-

quired by MDOT. This would 

likely slow traffic down and 

make drivers more aware of 

pedestrians. 

The board also discussed 

a mid-block crosswalk at 

Riverwalk Plaza. MDOT 

regulations say if such a cross-

walk is put in place, curbside 

parking should be prohibited 

a minimum of 100 feet in ad-

vance of the crosswalk. 

The board decided to give 

priority to the other three 

crossings, which wouldn't re-

strict Main Street parking. The 

board also decided to exam-

ine the possibility of a flash-

ing yellow light at Monroe 

and Main. This was viewed as 

a possible step toward a full 

traffic signal. Board members 

did not want to spend money 

in pursuit of a flashing light 

with no guarantees, however. 

"Even if it costs some 

money, it would be worth it to 

get a blinker light, but I don't 

want to spend any more money 

if we're not going to get it," 

board member Bob Ford said. 

With cost in mind, the 

DDA decided to have city staff 

approach M D O T direct ly. 

With the curb extensions and 

median plans, the engineer-

ing firm, Wade-Trim, had 

handled communications with 

MDOT. 
UI don't think we got a lot 

for our money on this project 

by going with Wade-Trim," 

DDA board member Dean 

Lonick said. 

Wade-Trim, aGrand Rap-

ids engineering firm, produced 

the median and curb exten-

sion plans at a cost of $5,700. 

They involved three- foot -

wide, concrete medians and 

curb ex tens ions . At the 

board ' s February meeting, 

DDA members were con-

cerned the islands would im-

pede truck turns. 

City Council approves pathway for Creekside Park 
By J . Lobdell 

Contributing Writer 

Lowell Area school stu-

dents will have two new path-

ways to lake to school this 
fall. 

The Lowell City Council 
approved a bid at its Monday 
night meeting, from Snyder 

Asphalt, Inc. of Saranac, to 

put in an eight-foot-wide path. 
This will extend from Carol 

L y n n e Dr ive th rough 

Creekside Park to the current 
walkway which runs through 

the east side of Litehouse, 
Inc. to Foreman Rd. 

The bid, which came in at 
$6,936, would include the pur-

chase of road gravel and equip-

ment use to construct the path. 

The Parks and Recreation 
c o m m i t t e e suppor t ed the 

project and the council unani-
mously approved it as well. 

Mayor Jeanne Shores said 

it promoted school pedestrian 
safety and"whole heartedly" 

supported the project since it 

was also one of her regular 
walking routes. 

Councilman Jim Pfaller, 

who also sits on the Parks and 

Recreation committee,said he 
believes the pathway also fits 

in with the trail master plan 

for the area and would be the 

first piece in that plan. 

Lowell police chief Jim 

Valentine said the construc-
tion of the trail just happened 

to coincide with the Lowell 

Area School District's efforts 
to promote walking districts 

within the city limits. This is a 

proposal the district presented 

earlier this year in an effort to 
slash about $ 100,000 from its 

transportation fund and ulti-

mate ly help ba lance the 
district's budget. 

The pathway would be 

cleared during the winter 

months to provide an alterna-
tive route to students who do 

walk. Students taking the path 

will come out in Creekside's 

parking lot and will be able to 

take the Litehouse path or fol-
low the sidewalk that is part 

of the summer reconstruction 

project of Gee Drive and Fore-
man, Valentine explained. 

The money for the entire 
project will come f rom the 
Lee Fund. 

Community fund accepting 
grant proposals thru April 16 

The Lowell Area Com-

munity Fund is accepting 

grant proposals for its next 

grant round. All proposals 

must be submitted no later 

than April 16 to be consid-

ered. 

To receive an application, 

call Kate Luckert, program 

officer at the Grand Rapids 

Community Foundation, 454-

1751, or download an appli-

ca t ion at www. 

grfoundation.org/lowell. Ap-

plications are also available 

at Lowell Township Hall, 

Vergennes Township Hall, 

City Offices of Lowell, Low-

ell Area Chamber of Com-

merce, the Englehardt Public 

Library or any Lowell area 

school. 

Grants are awarded to tax-

exempt, nonprofit, charitable 

organizations which have an 

impact in the Lowell area. 

Community grants have 

totaled nearly $4 million since 

the inception of the Lowell 

Area Community Fund, a fund 

of Grand Rapids Community 

Foundation. 

Buddy Day highlights the gift of life 
This year 's Secretary of State Buddy Day will coincide with Michigan Donate Life 

Month in April to highlight the need for organ donors. 

Gift of Life and Michigan Eye Bank volunteers, known as Buddies, will be in various 

branch offices from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Monday, April 12 to distribute organ donor 

information. The majority of Buddies have either received a transplant or are waiting for one, 

or are the family and friends of a recipient or donor. 

Residents who will not be at a branch office on Buddy Day still have plenty of 

opportunities to enroll on the organ donor registry. The Secretary of State web site makes 

registering easy with its online enrollment program at www.Michigan.gov/sos. 

Gift of Life Michigan is the state's only certified, full-service organ recovery organiza-

tion. For more information, call 1-800-482-4881. 

Lowell resident involved in high 
speed crash in Cannon Township 

Enjoy the spring at 7 ^ . 

KEY HEIGHTS VILLAGE % 
A manufactured home community with a country atmosphere 

>> $ 
Q {Ql j f f ^ 0 f f e r : f 
\ j ikjrimlxj Professional and attentive management d b 

j j ? Terraced home sites with off-street pa rk ing ^ 

. V - P001 " 
Communi ty building fo r resident use 

^ Water /sewer and refuse pick-up included in r e n t ^ p 

^ (Conveniently located on Fulton St. A 

S - (M-21) between Ada and Lowell) 

Stop in or call for further information ^ 

11335 E. Fulton , Lowell • 616-897-9749 

We look forward to meeting you. Cw 

According to Deputy 

Mike Tenbrink, a serious 

crash took place on McCabe 

Ave. NE in Cannon Town-

ship on Monday. The driver 

of the vehicle involved in 

this high speed crash was 

Branden L in ton (20) of 

Rockford. His passenger was 

Michael Klemish (19) of 

Lowell. Both were listed in 

fair condition at Spectrum 

Health Butterworth Campus 

on Tuesday morning. Both are 

2002 graduates of Lowell 

High School. 

The car hit a tree, and was 

torn in half. The passengers 

and front half of the car came 

to rest about a yard from a tree 

v t o f e s s i o n a l Graphic D e s ; g J J 

18 Years Experience 
• Resumes 

• Business Card Design ^ • j 
o hxpenenced 

• Brochures Jn Photoshop, 
• Typesetting Illustrator, Quark, 

'More... InDesign, Filemaker, 
and More! 

esian can... 
897-6592 

in the yard. The rear half skid-

ded to within a few feet of a 

house on McCabe Ave. 

Linton was driving a 1996 

Mitsubishi 3000GT and ad-

mitted to the investigating of-

ficer that he was traveling at a 

high rate of speed and lost 

control. No intoxicants or 

controlled substances were 

believed to be involved. He 

was issued a citation for care-

less driving. 

Sheriffs estimated speeds 

at over 100 mph. The license 

plate of the Mitsubishi read, 

"YDRIV55." 

* * * 

Most of the impor t an t 
things in the world have 
been accomplished by 
people who have kept on 
trying when there seemed 
to be no hope at all. 

—Dale Carnegie 
•»* 

1 V HELP SUPPORT CUB SCOUT PACK 3106 FROM ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH JUST BY BUYING A PIZZA!!! 
m IP T H I S r m l o n w A M n d d i w ^ i m i a i i t u i CLIP THIS COUPON AND BRING IN WITH 

• YOU TO THE LOWELL PIZZA HUT 
AT 2550 W. MAIN STREET ON: 

I 

Wednesday, March 
from 4:00 to 8:00 p 

3: iw 
I The cub scouts of Pack 3106 Thank Youlll , 

Please complete and return to a Pizza Hut® employee at the time of purchase 

My Name is 

I support the Cub Scouts of Pack 3106 • St. Patrick's Church 

Total Spent $. 
.(to be filled out by Pizza Hut employee and attached to the receipt) 
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Impasse declared in negotiations on middle school planning time 
By Dan Schneider 

tract negotiations related to blind-sided by the move. The 

The Lowell Area Schools its middle school planning district said it was necessary 

Board ot Education declared time. in order to implement a pilot 

an impasse last Friday in con- Union representatives felt program to assist students 

IMS sixth-grade student 
participates in geography state bee 

Dylan Clin, a sixth grade 

student at Lowell Middle 

School, is one of 100 fourth-

through eighth-grade students 

who will participate in the 

Michigan finals of the 2004 

National Geographic Bee at 

Central Michigan University 

on April 2. 

The state bee is the sec-

ond level of a national compe-

tition sponsored by the Na-

tional Geographic Society. 

Local preliminary bees were 

held in January. 

The top scorers in Michi-

gan advance to the state bee at 

CMU, where they will be 

orally tested on geographic 

knowledge. Ten students ad-

vance to the final elimination 

round. 

First prize wins $100 and 

an all-expense paid trip to 

Washington, D.C. for the na-

tional finals May 25 and 26. 

The national champion will 

receive a $25,000 scholarship, of the National Geographic among American children. 

The first bee was insti- Society were alarmed at the Olin is the son of Dean 

tuted in 1989 when members lack of geographic knowledge and Suzanne Olin of Lowell. 

High school BPA 
fundraiser raffle winner 

Students involved in the Lowell High School chap-
ter of Business Professionals of America recently sold 
raffle tickets to offset costs for state and national 
competition expenses. Mary Fitzpatrick of Lowell 
was the first place winner of a 27" color television 
donated by the Lowell Meijer store. 

mr 

.n ; 

Dylan Olin 

struggling in math and read-

ing. 

"I don't understand how 

there can be an impasse when 

the district hasn't responded 

to our offer of March 24th," 

Lowell Education Association 

president Doranne T ruax said. 

Truax said the district bar-

gaining team did not take the 

time to seriously address the 

planning time issue at last 

Wednesday's contract nego-

tiating session. 

"We normally bargain 

until 8, 9, 10 o'clock and at 

quarter to six, they wanted to 

leave," Truax said. "That was 

the only session we had that 

ended that early, and I 'm sure 

we could have made it a tenta-

tive agreement by the end of 

the night if we had stayed be-

cause we weren ' t that far 

apart." 

Connie Gillette, Lowell 

Area Schools assistant super-

intendent for personnel and 

finance, said the mediation 

would have lasted longer if 

the union had produced a for-

mal proposal. The district bar-

gaining team had asked for a 

proposal in advance of the 

bargaining session. The ratio-

nale was that by having time 

to review the proposal before 

the meeting, they could make 

^ frTTrna Canon OUMPUS 

Tom Trierweiler , of the Lowell Mei je r , congratulates 

Mary Fitzpatr ick, winner of the BPA raff le . 

more efficient use of their bar-

gaining time. 

"What we had expected 

from them was a formal pro-

posal, not a mediated pro-

posal," Gillette said."l think 

if we had gotten an official 

proposal we would have been 

there longer but we were very 

d i s a p p p o i n t e d wi th the 

worksheet that we got." 

A formal proposal is an 

off icial document and be-

comes a binding contract if 

the other side agrees. Medi-

ated proposals are used only 

at the bargaining table as a 

basis for discussion. Truax 

said the union was not required 

to furnish a formal proposal in 

advance of the meeting. They 

were unable to produce one in 

time, she said, because of the 

illness of its Uniserv director, 

Mike Stephens. 

The district said the union 

has been given adequate time 

to come to an agreement about 

planning time. 

" W e proposed revising 

the middle school schedule 

f rom the very beginning," 

Gillette explained. 

LAS superintendent Shari 

Miller cited adocument given 

to the union bargaining team 

last October stating that the 

planning time issue must be 

closed by the end of March to 

fit the school 's scheduling 

timeline. Course sections are 

finalized during the month of 

April. 

The pilot program is a 

c o m p u t e r p rogram called 

PassKey designed to help stu-

dents achieve better in math 

and reading. Students who 

need extra help in the subjects 

will use the program during 

one class period for a semes-

ter. Miller said the program 

requires a 55-minute class pe-

riod to use. Since the PassKey 

system is being considered a 

pilot program, the changes 

necessary to implement it can-

not be included in contract 

negotiations under state law. 

Students currently go to 

seven classes per day, each 45 

minutes long. The changed 

schedule will have students 

going to six classes per day, 

each 55 minutes long. Stu-

dents will still get two elec-

tives. Literature will be com-

bined into the same class pe-

riod as grammar and writing 

to make up the difference. 

The extended instruction 

time in each class will benefit 

the students. Miller said. The 

new schedule will also save 

the district about $300,000 

from a staff reduction of six 

teachers. 

"It 's not really the plan-

ning time that 's the issue, i t ' s 

the six people who are going 

to lose their jobs," Truax said. 

Middle school planning 

time has taken a back seat to 

salary and health insurance 

issues throughout contract ne-

gotiations. Currently, middle 

school teachers get 450 min-

utes of planning time per 

week. Elementary teachers get 

200 minutes per week, high 

school teachers get 235. With 

the resolution the board passed 

last Friday, middle school 

teachers will get 275 minutes 

of planning time. 

Planning time had been 

greater for the middle school 

teachers. Miller said, because 

of a l each ing ph i losophy 

prominant in the 1980s. It in-

volved teams of teachers 

working with groups of stu-

dents. Teachers would get two 

planning periods per day, one 

for individuals and one for 

teams. LAS did not buy into 

the entire idea in the 1980s, 

but did implement double 

planning periods which have 

remained to this day. 

CITY OF w m i 
WASH MIUIAGEMEKT 

YARD WASTE PROGRAM FOR 2004 
Yard waste pickup will be the same day as your 

recycling pickup. 

Tuesday Yard Waste Pickup Schedule 

April 6 & 20; May 4 & 18; June 1, 15 & 29; 
July 13 & 27; August 10 & 24; September 7 & 21 

Thursday Yard Waste Pickup Schedule 

April 8 & 22; May 6 & 20; June 3 & 17; 
July 1,15 & 29; August 12 & 26; September 9 & 23 

I 

I 

LOWELL 

-LOWELL 5 
M-21 5 Mmules East of Amwav H Q 

c.) 897-FILM 
$5.00 Kids *11 shows | S5.25 Stniora 

S5.75 Students & Lata Shows Fri & Sat 

$5.50 DAILY MatinMS til 6pm 
Q No passes 

AU SCREENS 
DIGITAL STEREO 

UsIlwHei Free Dflafc Retllli I .25c C«r« Relllli 

COMFORTABLE DELUXE ROCKING 
CHAIR SEATS WITH CUP HOLDERS 

AREA SCHOOLS i \ 

Public Forum on 
Transportation Committee 

Recommendations 

Board members will be 
listening to public comments 

on the topic of walk zones. 

Runclman Administration 
Building - Board Room 

300 High St., Lowell 

Monday, April 12, 2004 
5:30 p.m. 

f 
1̂4 

M O V I E C U R D 

F R E E 
S P R I N C M A T I N E E S 

F O R E V E R Y O N E 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10 6111 AM 

LOOHEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION (PG) 

H SH0WTIMES 3/29-4/01 
OSCOOBY DOG 2: MONSTERS 
UNLEASHED (PG) 
1:00. 3:00. 5:00. 7:00. 9:00 
O D A W N OF THE DEAD (R) 
2:50. 5:15. 7:30. 9:40 
OTAKING LIVES (R) 5:10,9:20 
SECRET WINDOW (PG-13) 
7:10. 9:15 
AGENT CODY BANKS: 
DESTINATION LONDON (PG) 
2:45. 4:55 
STARSKY & HUTCH (PG-13) 
2:55. 7:20 
THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 
(R) 1:10, 3:50, 6:30. 9:10 

COURON 

t B 2 0 o z D R I N K 
mfi $2 50 pufchaM 

I v S o( 46or tag d buMfy pofxom 
1 e r r p r E M I JAV lOM U - I 
I B U T DEAL m rNewsletler at 
L — — J 
w w w . a d a l o w e l l 5 . c o m 

I 

i 

http://www.Michigan.gov/sos
http://www.adalowell5.com
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Glass art establishment adds color to downtown 
By Dun Schneider 

There's now an art glass 

studio in downtown Lowell 

with classes and the begin-

nings of a gallery. 

Susan Molnar opened her 

studio at 215 W. Main Street 

the beginning of February. 

The specially is fused glass. 

It 's different than stained 

glass, which is cut pieces of 

glass joined together with 

lead strips. Fused glass is cut 

and heated in a kiln. 

"At 1,450 degrees, glass 

gets sticky enough that it 

starts to stick together," 

Molnar explained. 

The glass basically melts 

together into smooth-edged 

shapes . Examples of 

Molnar's fused glass work 

are on shelves, for sale, at the 

studio. 

Molnar leaches classes in 

fused glass and stained glass. 

The studio has big tables and 

a lot of equipment set up for 

that purpose. The downtown 

space has attracted some in-

terest in fused glass. 

T v e had a lot of walk-in 

traffic and I 've had a few 

people take classes who have 

just slopped in," Molnar said. 

She has taught classes in 

the past at the Lowell Area 

Arts Council, in the studio 

above Chimera Design on 

East Main Street, at the Urban 

Institute for Contemporary 

Art in Grand Rapids and at 

the Kendall College of Art 

and Design. She's brought a 

lot of her students with her 

who like the new space. 

"I do have a pretty strong 

fo l lowing," Molnar said. 

"Some of my students, of 

course, are from this area. 1 

think people enjoy having the 

room, the extra space, a lot of 

light. "It 's a wonderful build-

ing. 1 like downtown Lowell, 

it's just fantastic." 

Molnar also moved her 

own studio into the space. 

"I do my studio work here, 

we have the beginnings of a 

gallery. I hope to grow this 

with consigned work ," 

Molnar said. 

She had a self-sustaining 

fused-glass studio in her Cas-

cade home for about the last 

three years. She sells fused 

glass pieces wholesale to gal-

leries and at art shows. 

"I do a lot of summer 

shows," she said. 

She goes to about 13 each 

year, including the Fallasburg 

Festival. 

Molnar is teaching ongo-

ing classes in fused glass art 

and several new classes are 

coming up. Her web site, 

www.glasshousedesigns.com, 

has class lists, schedules and 

fees. Schedules are also avail-

able at the studio. 

Lowell Area Arts Council 
director named to state board 
By Dan Schneider 

The executive director of 

the Lowell Area Arts Coun-

cil, Lorain Smalligan, was re-

cently named to the board of 

directors of the Michigan As-

sociation of Community Arts 

Agencies. 

Based in Ann Arbor, 

MAC A A is a state-wide mem-

bership organization for ad-

ministrators of community 

arts organizations. 

"We are an umbrella over 

about 3,000 arts organizations 

in the state of Michigan," 

MACAA executive director 

Debbie Mikula said. 

The idea behind the asso-

ciation is to provide members 

with communica t ion re-

sources and educational op-

portunities. It 's a hub for arts 

ideas from around ihe stale as 

well as an arts advocacy orga-

nization. 

"Our board seeks to find 

extremely qualified individu-

als, professionals. . . who can 

support the policies and strat-

egies for the development of 

art in Michigan," MACAA 

board pres ident Ol iver 

Ragsdale said. 

Smalligan will be the 

board representative for or-

ganizations from Lowell to 

the lakeshore. 

"I think it's kind of cool 

that Lowell is on the board," 

Smalligan said. "It's great for 
the arts council. They're rec-

ognizing us as a notable arts 

organization to even ask me 

to be a member of the board." 

She will replace Louise 

Edison, who left her board 

post after switching jobs from 

the Grand Rapids Ballet Com-

pany to Gilda's Club of Grand 

Rapids, not an arts organiza-

tion, but nonprofit. 

JOB FAIR 
Would you like to have a j o b where you are paid to have " f u n " a n d 

make a positive dinerence in the lives of people w h o have a devel-

opmenta l disability? If so, we need you! Hope Network West Michigan 

will be conduct ing open interviews on Monday, April 5, 2004 f rom 

10:00 A M to 2:00 P M for applicants looking for challenging a n d 

rewarding opportunities as: 

RESIDENTIAL INSTRUCTORS 

O u r Residential Instructors arc responsible for providing direct super-

vision to individuals in a residential set t ing They provide instructions in 

areas on daily living skills, personal carc, communi ty participation, rela-

tionship building and safety skills to cnhance the resident's ability to 

reach their highest level of independence. M i n i m u m requirements 

include: high school d iploma or G E D completion, demonst ra ted ability 

to communica te in both written and verbal formats to meet the position 

responsibilities, valid Michigan driver's license with acceptable driving 

record. 

Hope Network is a Christ ian organizat ion dedicated to the mission to 

enhance the dignity and independence of persons who are disabled or 

disadvantaged. 

Applicat ions and interviews will be held at: 

CENTER STREET HOME 
333 S. Center, Lowell Michigan 49331 

Ph. 897-4961 
Home Manager: Rhonda Hendrix 

An Equal Opportunity Employer M / F / H / V 

/ 

/ 

Susan Molnar is shown with a brown sheet of fusable glass on her worktable. It is a 

special kind of colored glass for making fused-glass art. 

Evening of Jazz at LHS 
direction of Dale Latva,will open the concert. 

Tim Haan will direct the high school jazz band 

and the Aquinas College jazz band will com-

plete the concert. 

Tickets are $3 for students and seniors, and 

$4 for all others. They may be purchased al the 

schools or from any jazz band member as well 

as at the door. 

The annual "Evening of Jazz," sponsored 

by Lowell middle school and high school 

jazz bands will be held Tuesday, April 20 at 

7:30 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center. 

This year the Aquinas College Jazz Band, 

under the direction of Paul Brewer, will be 

featured. 

The middle school jazz band, under the 

CaW 89 7 

Subscribe to 
9261 to 
the Ledger 
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A TRUSTED TRADITION OF AFFORDABLE, 
PERSONALIZED. AND COMFORTABLE CARE 

LIFETIME DENTAL EXCELLENCE 
Professionally Trained, Caring, and Courteous Staff 

• State-of-the-Art Procedures, Instruments, and Techniques 

• Cosmetic Care: Porcelain Veneers, Bonding, and Whitening 

• Mercury-Free Dentistry • Filtered Water Lines 

• Orthodont ic Care (Braces) • Wisdom Teeth Extraction 
1 Implants • T M ] (Jaw Pain Therapy) 

• Treatment of Periodontal Disease (Latest Non-Surgical Techniques Available) 

• Dentures • Partials • Root Canals • Crowns and Bridges 

Emergencies Accepted • Convenient Payment Plans 

Serving the Area Since 1981 

T O D D GILLAN, DDS, PC 

2186 MAIN STREET • LOWELL 

LOCATED ACROSS FROM ARBYS 

m CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO CALL 

DENTAL EXCELLENCE (616) 897-8491 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN LOWELL 
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ADDRESS 

PHONE NUMBER 
All Entries must be colored on this form (No Copies, please) 

DEADLINE FOR ENTRY IS: 
5 PM - THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2004 

Bring your entry to the Ledger office: 105 N. Broadway, Lowell 

A CHOCOLATE BUNNY WILL BE GIVEN TO 
1 WINNER IN EACH AGE GROUP: 

• 4 & Under • 5 & 6 year olds • 7 & 8 year olds 
• 9 & 10 year olds *11 & 12 year olds 

K O ' O . V i s. W < '4 V i i <• ' i i *4 \ ' < r i *. f.f.y. /.y. /, •*.» * » 

http://www.glasshousedesigns.com
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Notices in The Ledger's "Com-

ing Events" are free of charge 

to any nonprofit organization 

in the Lowelt. Ada, Alto & 

Saranac areas. We prefer 

such notices to be kept brief 

and to be submitted by mail, 

but will accept notices by 

phone at 897-9261. 

SUNDAYS: Tri-town Con-
servation Club trap & skeet 
league,5616DunnRd. 12-
5 p.m. Call Larry at 
754-7104. Public welcome. 

EVERY MON.: LHS Fel-
lowship of Christian 
Athletes & Friends, 7-8:30 
p.m. in members' homes. 
676-1355. 

EVERY MON.: Women's 
over 30 drop-in basketball, 
7-9:30 p.m. at Cherry Creek 
Elementary. Call Dave 
(YMCA) 897-8445. Fee $3. 

3RD MON.: Fallasburg His-
torical Society board 
meetings at chamber of-
fice or Fallasburg, 7 p.m. 
All invited.Call 897-7161 for 
info, or location. 

2ND MON.:Lowell Board 
of Education meets 7 p.m. 
in Administration Building, 
300 High Street. 

2ND MON.: Bowne Town-
ship Historical Society 
meeting at Historical Mu-
seum, 84th and Alden 
Nash, 7:30 p.m. 

3RD MON.: Lowell Show-
boat Garden Club, 7 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall of 
Nazarene Church. Call 
Dave, 897-2533. 

MON. OR TUES.: Cub 
Scouts, boys in 1st - 5th 
grades. Alto or Lowell. Call 
school for more info. 

... because mothering mat-
ters. 9:15-11:30 a.m. at 
Impact, a Wesleyan 
Church, 1070 N. Hudson. 
Call 897-8304 for details. 

2ND TUES.: G.R. Chapter 
of the American Sewing 
Guild, D.W. Richardson 
Center, 5255 Grand River 
Dr. 6:30 social time; 7 p.m. 
meeting & program. Olga, 
975-9977. 

EVERY TUES.: Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly Tops 
Ml#372 meets at Key 
Heights Mobile Home Park 
Community Bldg. Weigh-
ins 5:45 p.m. 

EVERY TUES.: Flat River 
Woodcarvers, LAAC, 6:30-
8:30 p.m. 

1ST TUES.: Adults with 
AD/HD at Calvin College, 
7-9 p.m. Call Gary Engle 
at 897-6325 or 248-2423. 

2ND & 4TH TUES.: 
Saranac Needlers, 
needleart/quilt ing bee 
meets 5-8:30 p.m. at 4 
Health Wellness Center in 
Saranac. For all or part 
time; Anyone is welcome. 
Contact Bev or Melissa, 
642-6466 for info. A light 
dinner will be provided. 

2ND &4TH TUES.: Knights 
of Columbus #7719 meets 
St. Mary School, 7:30 p.m. 

2ND TUES.: Lowell Ma-
sonic Lodge meeting, 7:30 
p.m.. Masonic Center, 119 
Lincoln Lake. 

1 ST & 3RD TUES.: Lowell 
Lions Club,6:30 p.m.. Look 
Memorial Fire Station, 315 
S. Hudson St. 

4TH MON.: Clark-Ellis J R D T U E S - : S a r a n a c 

American Legion Post 152, Scrappers, scrapbookmg/ 

3100 Alden Nash S.E. at T * 5 a t 

7 , 3 0 4 Health Wellness Center, 
Saranac, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 

3RD MON.: Women of the " 9 h , , e ! r , e ? m e n i L S e . , ! S ' 
Moose business meeting e v o r e i s s a ' 
at 7:30 p.m. 

1ST MON.: V.F.W. Post 
#8303, 3116 Alden Nash 
S.E. at 7 p.m. 

EVERY MON.: Boy Scout 
Troop 102,11 &upor com-
pleting 5th-grade, meets 
7-8:30 p.m. at Scout Cabin. 
Call Terry 868-6481. 

1ST TUES.: Grattan His-
torical Society meets in 
O'Brien Room of Grattan 
Township Hall, 12050 Old 
Belding Rd. Public invited. 

1ST & 3RD TUES.: Dia-
betic Support group, 9:30 
Schneider Manor Commu-
nity Rm., 725 Bowes Rd. 

2ND &4TH TUES.: MOPS 
- Molbers^.Ptescboolet&wvWi 

3RD TUES.: Parents of 
children w/AD/HD at St. 
Luke's Lutheran Church, 
32156 4 Mile NE/ E. 
Beltline) at 7 p.m. Call 
Linda: 874-5662; teen 
group: Sarah 281-6588. 

EVERY OTHER WED.: 
6:45-8:45 p.m. G.E.M.S. 
Girls Club - Calvary Chris-
tian Reformed Church. 
Ages 8-13. 897-8694. 

EVERY WED.: 8 p.m. 
ALANON meets at Lowell 
Congregational Church up-
stairs. 

EVERY WED.: Rotary 
meets at noon at Lowell 
Masonic Temple, 119 Lin-
coln Lake Ave. 

EVERY WED.: Lowell 
Church of the Nazarene 
Caravan children's pro-
gram at 7 p.m., ages 5-12 
years. Call 897-8800. 

EVERY WED.: Tri-town 
Conservation Club trap & 
skeet league, 5616 Dunn 
Rd. 6-10 p.m. Call Larry 
754-7104. Public welcome. 

2ND WED.: Kent County 
Youth Fair Board meeting 
at 7:30 p.m., King Memo-
rial Youth Center at 4-H 
Fairgrounds. 897-6050. 

2 N D W E D . : Lowell 
Women's Club meets at 
12 p.m. in Schneider Manor 
Community Room, 725 
Bowes Rd. 

2ND WED.: Support group 
for Peripheral Neuropathy, 
4 p.m. at St. Paul's Angli-
can Catholic Church, 
Grand Rapids. Dorothy 
897-9794. 

EVERY THURS.: Weight 
Watchers at Lowell 
Nazarene Church, 201 N. 
Washington St. 5:30 p.m. 
Register 1/2 hr. before the 
meeting. For info., 800-
651-6000. 

EVERY 2ND THURS.: 
Loyal Order of the Moose, 
men's meeting 7:30 p.m. -
? All members in good 
standing are invited. 

EVERY THURS.: Saranac 
Area Musicians and Sing-
ers practice at Saranac 
High School Band Room. 
Choir:6-7 p.m./band:7-8. 
Call Kathy Maatman at 
897-5981. 

EVERY THURS.: Pottery 
classes at Franciscan Life 
Process Center, 6:30 - 8:30 
p.m. Call 897-7842. 

EVERY THURS. -
St.Mary's Pregnancy Cri-
sis Center, 402 Amity St., 
non-denominational help 
for pregnant women / ado-
lescents at the school: 11 
a.m. - 3 p.m.; Mondays: 
5:30 • 8 p.m. 897-9393. 

FIRST THURS.: 4-H 
drama club meeting, Low-
ell Middle School choir 
room. Call 897-1502 after 
5 p.m. 

3RD THURS.: 4 Health 
Wellness Center in 
Saranac, Parent Support 
Group meets 7-8:30 p.m. 
Parenting issues, educa-
tional topics. Call 642-6466 
for information. 

1 ST & 3RD THURS.: Alto 
Lions Club meets at 
Annalaine's on S. Alden 
Nash Ave. at 7 p.m. 

** > A.* > »" l" A > * ' i t 

2ND THURS.: N.A.R.F.E. 
at 1:30 p.m. at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 2700 E. 
Fulton. 

3RD THURS.: Rubber 
stamping at Christian Life 
Center 6-9 p.m. Create 
scrapbooks, share sup-
plies. Dawn 862-8841. 

3RDTHURS.: VFW #8303 
Ladies Auxiliary, 3116 
Alden Nash S.E. at 3 p.m. 

3RD THURS.: Parents 
Supporting Parents 
group,Franciscan Life Pro-
cess Center. 897-7842. 

3RD THURS.: Royal Arch 
Masons, 7:30 p.m., Lowell 
Masonic Center, 119 Lin-
coln Lake. Dinner: 6:30 
p.m. 

3RD THURS.: LaLeche 
League of Ada, Cascade, 
Lowell 6:30 p.m. socializ-
ing; meeting7 p.m. Support 
for pregnant/ breastfeeding 
women; Ada church. 752-
8300. 

3RD THURS.: Parent Sup-
port Group meets 7-8:30 
p.m. at The 4 Health 
Wellness Center in 
Saranac.Many educational 
topics related to parenting 
and parenting issues are 
discussed. Call Bev or Me-
lissa at 642-6466 for more 
information. 

2NDTHURS.: Genealogy-
Alto Fam. Tree Club, Alto 
Library 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

EVERY FRI.: Arts/Crafts 
volunteers meet at 
Franciscan Life Process 
Center, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Call Pat or Judy at 
897-7842 to meet new 
friends, share your talent. 

2ND SAT: Ada Historical 
Society at 10:30 a.m., 
Averill Historical Museum, 
7144 Headley, Ada. 

2ND SAT.: Lowell Ama-
teur Radio Club, Lowell 
Airport, 730 Lincoln Lake 
NE. 9 a.m. social time; 10 
a.m. meeting. LARC spon-
sors 145.27 MHz area 
radio repeater system. 

FRI., SAT. & SUN.: Averill 
Historical Museum of Ada, 
7144 Headley, 1-4 p.m. or 
by appointment. 676-9346. 

LOWELL AREA HIS-
TORICAL MUSEUM 
OPEN-Tues., Sat./Sun.:1-
4;Thurs., 1-8. Families: 
$10; individuals $3; 5-17 
$1.50; members: free. 

FLAT RIVER OUT-
REACH MINISTRIES 
THRIFT SHOP HOURS: 
Wed.- Fri. 12-6 p.m.; Sat. 
10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 519 E. 

'•Mdih'St.'C&ir897-203r"" 

ENGLEHARDT LI-
BRARY HOURS: Mon.-
Wed.,12 - 8 p.m. Jhurs.-
Fri.:9:30-5p.m.; Sat.: 9:30 
- 2:30 p.m. 200 N. Mon-
roe. Call 647-3920. 

LOWELL AREA ARTS 
COUNCIL: Tues, Wed. & 
Fri.: 12-5p.m.;Thurs.: 12 
-7p.m.;Sat., 1-4p.m. 149 
S.Hudson. Call 897-8545. 

LOWELL SERENITY 
CLUB MEETINGS: (AA) 
Mon., Wed., Thurs: 12-1 
& 8-9 p.m.; Tues./Fri:12-
1, 4:30-5:30 & 8-9 p.m.; 
Sat./Sun.: 10-11 a.m.&8-
9 p.m.; (NA) Mon./Thurs., 
6-7:30 p.m. 101 W. Main. 
For info, call 897-8565. 

THURS., APRIL 1: 
Vergennes Cooperative 
Club at Schneider Manor, 
1 p.m. Bring items for food 
bank. Program: April Fools 
Day Surprise. Hostesses: 
Phyllis Lessens, Jean 
Caldwell and Donna Ford. 
Sponsor: Phyllis Lessens. 

SUN., APRIL4: First Bap-
tist Church of Alto, at 60th/ 
Bancroft, presents a 
drama and story-telling 
"Book of Ruth" 11 a.m. 

WEDS. THRU APRIL 7: 
Franciscan Life Process 

Center Lenten lunch. Soup, 
bread, dessert, beverage 
for a donation; 11:30 a.m. -
1:30 p.m. RSVP 897-7842. 

TUES., APRIL 6: Grattan 
Twp. Historical Society, 7 
p.m. at Grattan Twp. Hall. 
Donald Bannister will speak 
on England during WWII. 
Public welcome. 

SAT., APRIL 10: 
Foodmobile at 4-H Fair-
grounds, Foreman Bldg., 
10-11 a.m. Mostly produce; 
bring box or bag. Distrib-
uted by F.R.O.M. 

SUN., APRIL 11: First Bap-
tist Church, 60th & Bancroft, 
Alto, Easter music and 
drama, 6 p.m. 

MON., APRIL 12: Athletic 
Booster Club regular meet-
ing in high school staff 
lounge at 7 p.m. 

WED. APRIL 14: Snow 
United Methodist Church, 
3189 Snow Ave., turkey & 
dressing dinner starting at 
5:30 p.m. Adults $8; 5-12 
$2. 

WED., APRIL 21: Lowell 
Area Fire Dept. blood drive 
for Grand Valley Blood pro-
gram, 2-7 p.m. at Look 
Memorial Fire Station. 

THANK YOU, LOWELL 
Your donations and support have made the 

THRIFT STORE 
a great success! 

Use this COUPON to receive $1.00 off 
your next purchase of $5.00 or more. 

Corner of Main and Jackson Streets 
Wed, Thurs, Fri. 12;00-6;00; Sat, 10:00-2;00 

www.flatriverministries.org 

LOWELL SENIOR NEIGHBORS CALENDAR 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

897-5949 

MON.: 9:00 a.m. Walk at 
Woodland Mall. 

TUES.: 9:00 a.m. Walk 
at Woodland Mall; 12:45 
p.m. Bible Study 

THURS.: 9:00 a.m. Walk/ 
Shop at Malls; 9:30 a.m. 
Crafts; 1:00 p.m. Euchre. 

FRI.: 9:00 a.m. Walk at 
Woodland Mall. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

WED., MARCH 31:8:30 
a.m. Traveling Breakfast. 

THURS., APRIL 1:4:30 
p.m. Dinner at Chinese 
Restaurant in Ionia. 

FRI., APRIL 2: 12:45 
p.m. Bingo. 

MON., APRIL 5: 12:45 
p.m. Treasured Memo-
ries. 

TUES., APRIL 6: 12:45 
p.m. Easter Special Sur-

WED., APRIL 7: 10 a.m. 
Blood Pressure & Eye 
Glass Adjustment; 12:45 
p.m. Shop Meijer. 

THURS., APRIL 8: 12:45 
p.m. Shop K-Mart/Dollar 
Store in Greenville. 

FRI., APRILS: 12:45 p.m. 
Music with Roger Hyzer. 

MON., APRIL 12: 12:45 
p.m. Travelogue with Betty 
Yeiter "Philippine's Habi-
tat." 

Financial Focus 
EdwardJones 

Serv ing Ind iv idua l Inves to rs Since 1871 

With Christopher C. Godbold 

TAKE STEPS TO PREVENT IDENTITY THEFT 
If you lose your cell phone, it's an inconvenience. If you 

lose your keys, i t 's a problem. But if you lose your identity, it 

can be a disaster. 

And, over the past five years, one in eight adults has 

suffered some type of identity loss, according to the Federal 

Trade Commission. Victims of identity theft may have their 

credit cards used illegally, or they may have credit information 

stolen and used to make costly purchases. In 2002, identity 

theft cost U.S. businesses and consumers about $50 billion. 

Identity thieves act in a variety of ways, from stealing your 

mail (especially those "pre-approved" credit card offers) to 

calling a credit bureau and, under the pretense of being a 

landlord or prospective employer, asking for your credit 

information. And, of course, computer-smart thieves can get 

your private information from the Internet. 

How can you protect yourself from identity theft? Here 

are a few tips: 

• Don't share your Social Security number - Unless it 's 

truly necessary, as when you're filing official papers, don't 

give out your Social Security number. Smart crooks can use 

your number in a variety of ways - and none of them are good 
for you. 

• Shred those documents - If you're getting rid of old tax 

returns, investment statements and bank documents, use a 

shredder. And, as long as you've got the shredder out, use it 

on pre-approved credit card offers. At the very least, when 

you receive those pre-approved envelopes, rip them up 

before throwing them away. 

• Get your credit report annually - To request a copy of 

your credit report, you can call the three main credit bureaus: 

Equifax (1-800-685-1 111), Experian (1-888-397-3742) and 

Trans Union (1-800-888-4213). Check your report closely 

for "surprises" or unaccounted activity. 

• Update accounts to reflect changes in your life - You'll 

want to revise the official ownership designations of your 

financial accounts - loans, credit cards, etc. - to accommodate 

T H E LOWELL LEDGER-WEDNESDAY, M A R C H 3 1 , 2 0 0 4 - P A G E 1 3 

changes in your life, such as divorce. Otherwise, you might 

find that, on a credit report, your ex-spouse's problems are 

now also yours. 

• Opt out of credit card offers - To get fewer pre-approved 

credit card offers, call 1-888-5-OPT-OUT and follow the 

prompts. Also, when you receive a phone call from a credit 

card company, or any other type of solicitor, you can request 

to be placed on the company's "do not call" list. 

Be Alert 

Identity theft has been going on ever since someone 

learned how to forge someone else's signature. Unfortu-

nately, the problem has been exacerbated by our modem age, 

with its mass mailings, Internet access and impersonal trans-

actions. 

Still, even with these realities, you shouldn't live in fear 

of being attacked by identity thieves. First of all, the chances 

are still good that it will never happen to you. Second, if you 

follow the suggestions described above, you can further 

improve your odds. And finally, even if you are victimized, 

you can almost always straighten matters out, though it will 

take time and effort. 

So, be alert, do what you can and live your life. Your real 

identity is who you are as a person - and no one can take that 

away from you. 

MDOT Pothole hotline 
helps keep Michigan 
moving smoothly 

The Michigan Depart-

ment of Transportation needs 

motorists help. A toll-free 

number and easy e-mail re-

porting are now available so 

that citizens can identify the 

loca t ion of po tho les and 

MDOT can transmit this in-

f o r m a t i o n to the neares t 

Transportation Service Cen-

ter (TSC). 

"The hotline is a conve-

nient and effective way for 

citizens to help M D O T iden-

tify potholes that need to be 

repaired," said State Trans-

portation director Gloria J. 

Jeff . "The tol l -free phone 

number and e-mail reporting 

is convenient and effective, 

which means a quick fix and 

smoother, more dependable 

ride for everyone who uses 

M i c h i g a n ' s t ranspor ta t ion 

system." 

The Director 's Pothole 

Hotline is available around-

the-clock, seven days a week 

at 1-888-296-4546, or by log-

ging onto the M D O T Web 

WE ACCEPT 

MASTERCARD 
& VISA 

For all your 

advertising & 

printing needs. 

Call Us Today! 
Buyers Guide 
Lowell Ledger 
Lowell Lltho 

105 N. Broadway 
Phone Orders 

Accepted! 

site at www.michigan.gov/ 

mdot and clicking on the "Re-

port Potholes" link. Callers 

and those reporting pothole 

locations by e-mail are asked 

to provide the route name, the 

county, the nearest commu-

nity, and the closest cross 

street or interchange. 

"With spring approach-

ing, I urge Michigan citizens 

to be part of the solution by 

using MDOT's toll-free num-

ber or convenient e-mail to 

report potholes," said Gov. 

Granholm. "We all can do our 

part to help preserve our roads 

and keep M i c h i g a n ' s 

economy moving." 

ll 

CUB S C O U T P A C K 3 1 0 6 

The Cub Scouts of Pack 3106 from St. Patrick's in Parnell 

are having a fundraiser at the Pizza Hut in Lowell on Wednes-

day, March 31 from 4-8 p.m. Bring the coupon from either the 

Buyers Guide or Lowell Ledger to 2550 W. Main St. and 

purchase any item. Pizza Hut will donate 20 percent of your 

order to Pack 3106. 

A C A D E M I C B O O S T E R S M E E T I N G 

The Academic Boosters will meet Thursday, April 1 at 

8:30 a.m. in the volunteer room at Lowell High School. Call 

Julie at 897-6353 if you have any questions. 

i 

MARK JOHNSON 

6095-28th Street Ste. 4 
Grand Rapids, Ml 
49546 - 940-8181 

1 You Can't 

PREDICT 
Prime tornado season is March through 
September, but your farm will be well 
protected all year long with a Farmowners 
policy from Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance 
Company of Michigan. Call Today. 

Making Your Future More Predictable 

FARM BUREAU 
INSURANCE 

FARM BUREAU MUTUAL • FARM BUREAU LIFE • FARM BUREAU GENERAL 

www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com 

i i ' i 

COMPLETE FAMILY DENTAL CARE 
Accepting New Patients 

•-.SSKr 

"Gentle & Painless 
Dentistry Is Our Goal" 

COMPLETE SERVICES: 
Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults 
Immediate Emergency Treatment 

Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening 
Preventive Care 

Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired 
Dentures (Same Day Repair) 

Insurance Plans Accepted 

Day & Evening Hours: 

Monday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Wednesday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Thursday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

• 

J u d d T. Carro l l , D . M . D . 
103 Eas t M a i n • L o w e l l , M i c h i g a n 

(616) 

CLEAN YOUR C L O S E T S AND D O N A T E ! 

Any clean, gently used clothing you are willing to part 

with may be donated to the Flat River Outreach Ministries 

thrill store. Infant and children'sclothing are especially needed. 

C R E W T E A M NEEDS A B O A T ! 

The LHS crew team is looking for a 14 ft. aluminum boat 

with a 10-15 horse outboard for coaching/safety boat during 

practice. Contact Missy Harrison at 676-2674 if you can help. 

F O O D M O B I L E , 

F R E E F O O D 

Bring your own box or bag to the 4-H Fairgrounds' 

Foreman Building on Saturday, April 10. The Foodmobile 

will be there with mostly produce from 10-11 a.m. or until 

food is gone. Distributed by Flat River Outreach Ministries. 

H O N O R S R E A D I N G P R O J E C T 

New/used toys, games, puzzles and books for children are 

being collected for an 8ih grade reading project. Donations to 

Catholic Social Services in Greater G.R. area; a drop box is at 

Englehardt Library until April 21. Questions? Call Nicole 

897-6421 or Melissa 691-7080. 

Saranac Soft Serve 
OPENING APRIL 1 

11 a.m. 
Stop by 9- See Us! 
New Owners -

Same Great Menu! 

Countdown l b 

KINDERGARTEN 
PARENT MEETING 
SCHEDULE 

ATTENDANCE IS IMPORTANT! 
Ybu will be scheduling 

your child's visitation time! 

B U S H N E L L - M U R R A Y L A K E 

KINDERGARTEN - PARENT MEETING 

TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2004 
6;00 PM - 6:25 PM-SIGN UP 

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM - MEETING 

A L T O 

KINDERGARTEN - PARENT MEETING 

THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2004 
6:00 PM - 6:25 PM - SIGN UP 

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM - MEETING 

) I t v ' . ( i l l 3 \ •llll 

http://www.flatriverministries.org
http://www.michigan.gov/
http://www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com


T H E LOWELL LEDGER-WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3 1 , 2 0 0 4 -PAGE 14 

Groups pledge money toward Five generations 
farmland preservation program 

The Kent County Farm 

Bureau Board voted to ap-

prove a $10,000 challenge 

grant to the county' s purchase 

of deveiopment rights (PDR) 

program - provided the county 

contribute twice that amount. 

The Farm Bureau's 2-1 

challenge is offered as a one-

time, startup funding for the 

program, which aims to pro-

tect the county's remaining 

90,000 acres of farmland from 

development. 

The voluntary program 

aims to help local farmers keep 

their land open and in agricul-

tural production. A combina-

tion of monies from various 

sources would fund the en-

deavor to buy from landown-

ers only their right to sell their 

property for development, 

without diminishing other pri-

vate property rights. So far, 

44 farms have applied for the 

program; 27 have been ac-

cepted. 

Several local groups have 

pledged money toward the ef-

fort. Contributions to date in-

clude $500,000 from the 

Wege Founda t ion and 

$50,000 from the Lowell Area 

Community Foundation. 

Kent County approved its 

PDR program in November 

2002, but hasn't yet allocated 

money to fund it, according to 

James May, president of Kent 

County Farm Bureau and a 

member of the farmland pres-

ervation committee. 

"We hope the county will 

get something going - the 

county commissioners need to 

take action. If the county 

doesn ' t commit, the Farm 

Bureau's not committing." 

Drink your apple juice 
Having a glass of apple 

juice with your breakfast may 

help to maintain brain perfor-

mance, according to a new 

study from the University of 

Massachusetts. The study, di-

rec ted by Thomas Shea, 

Ph.D., suggests that two to 

three glasses of apple juice a 

day may protect against oxi-

dative damage that contrib-

utes to age-related brain dis-

orders such as Alzheimer's 

disease. 

L 

IsYourC.D. Renewing? 
Our deferred annuity Plan will 

interest you. 
• No loads or fees 

• No Market risk 

• Tax - deferred 

• Current rate 4.0% 

yAuto-Owners Insurance 
Life Home Car Business 

TkiNc frMm ftofA* 

J.B. Harr ison Insurance 

868-0050 

" n 

The study also found that 

apples and apple juice may af-

fect brain health and mental 

sharpness throughout life. Pre-

vious research has shown that 

apples are a rich source of anti-

oxidants. According to a 2000 

study at Cornell University, one 

apple has more cancer-fighting 

antioxidant capability than a 

1,500 milligram dose of vita-

min C. 

The Michigan Apple Com-

The Geldersma family is shown here representing five generations: Holding baby 
Emily Jean VanLuinen is great-great-grandmother Mina Geldersma, a longtime resi-
dent of the Lowell area and 96 years old; standing behind them is great-grandfather Jack 
Geldersma. mother Mindy VanLuinen and grandmother Cathy Jean VanLuinen. 

mittee noted that consumers 

should look for the fine print 

on an apple juice container 

indicating the product con-

tains U.S. concentrate. 

Ventriloquist to perform at 
Alto United Methodist Church 

DO YOU NEED CASH? 
Place an ad in the 

Lowell Ledger for your 

unwanted items & watch 

your money pile up! 

/ 

i»x What's on 
, ̂  your spring 

project 
list? 

Stop in and see our display by 

Arctic, Inc. & Floors By Design 
in the lobby of the Lowell Office 

now through April. 

COMPLETE MEDICAL 
CARE FOR CHILDREN 

AND ADULTS 

LOWELL MEDICAL SPECIALISTS, P.C. 
1150 N. Hudson, Lowell - 897-8436 

MARK EVENHOUSE, M.D. 

JOHN MOGOR, M.D. 

JOAN MIEDEMA, M.D. 

JOELVANDERIET, M.D. 

All Physicians Board Certified In Both 
Pediatrics And Internal Medicine Ventriloquist Rod Snow 

Ask about HOME EQUITY LOANS from 

Member FDIC 

ICNB 
Hometown Banking 

www.icnb.com 

( Equal 
* Housing 
I Lender 

Ionia: 527-0220 

Belding Downtown; 794-1195 

Belding West: 794-0890 

Dexter: 527-1550 

Lowell: 897-6171 

Southside: 527-9250 

Sunfield: 517-566-8025 

Woodland: 269-367-4911 

BRAND NEW HOME, 
LOWELL SCHOOLS 

i wUPt 

Cathedral ceilings, oak trim & cabinets, 
patio door to deck, lai ge bedrooms, 

attached garage and situated on one acre. 
Price reduced to $139,900. 

For more details on this house and other 
houses available call 

NEIL FRENCH BUILDER LLC 

616-292-3481 

Chalk artist and ventrilo-

quist Rod Snow will be the 

featured guest program for 

the Alto United Methodist 

Church's evening Palm Sun-

day Lenten service. 

Snow, a graduate of the 

Kendall School of Design, 

has worked as a commercial 

artist and teacher in commu-

nity art programs, and now 

has a full-time Chalk-Art 

ministry which has taken him 

to many states. 

The son of a United Meth-

odist minister, he is married to 

his wife Vonda and the father 

of two. 

His program, "Chalk for 

Christ," will be held at the 

church, located at Kirby and 

Harrison in Alto, on April 4 at 

7 p.m. It is open to the public. 

Gams 
mxcji Ammmc 

N O W A V A H A B L E I 

ALONG WITH OTHFR HAij SERVICES 
Do Acrylic Nails "Lift" On You? 

With Gel Nails, no lifting, cured with a UV light 
with SPECIAL - FULL SET - $ 4 0 . 0 0 

Mary Ford G E L O N YOUR NATURAL NAILS - $ 3 0 . 0 0 

(g.®.!. ( § . / » w du* si- mi - §$?.mj 
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Lowell FFA earns Michigan's largest chapter award 

m 

Lowell FFA members enjoyed their accomplishments at the 2004 Michigan FFA Convention at MSU. The chapter was recognized as the largest chapter in Michigan. 

The Lowell FFA chapter 

had another outstanding show-

ing at the state convention held 

March 9 - 1 1 at Michigan State 

University. With over 2500 

people in attendance, Lowell 

FFA had a delegation of over 

85 members, parents, advi-

sors, alumni and administra-

tors. 

The Lowell FFA was rec-

ognized as the largest chapter 

in the state with over 190 mem-

bers in sixth to twelfth grade. 

Lowell was also awarded 

the highest numerical in-

crease award along with 

awards for ou t s tand ing 

chapter programs in the ar-

eas of student, chapter and 

community development. 

Voting delegates for the 

Lowell FFA were Missy 

Blough, Hannah Knudstrup 

and Amy Junewick. Seventh 

grade member Ian Blodger 

won the Middle School Pre-

pared Public Speaking con-

COLLEGE NEWS 

More than 900 students 

earned degrees from Grand 

Valley State University in 

December 2003. 

From the Lowell area are 

the fo l lowing: Brook M. 

Borup, Erin P. Burgess, 

Karen R. Burritt, Andrea 

K. C r o s b y , Jeremy M. 

Duprey, Dane B. Jorgensen 

and Amy 1. Opperman. 

From Alto are Jennifer 

R. Cavanaugh and Kerri N. 

Mince. 

From Ada is Cherelle L. 

Weber. 

Central Michigan Univer-

sity has announced that 2,700 

students graduated in Decem-

ber 2003. 

From the Lowell area are 

Dara J. Anchors and Brooke 

M. Krebill. 

From Ada is Annie N. 

McMahon. 

Blair Meyer , a 2003 

graduate of Lowell High 

School, received a certificate 

as her first-year varsity award 

for helping the Albion Col-

lege women's basketball team 

achieve its finest season ever. 

Of the 23 games Albion won, 

Meyer played in 11 games 

and averaged 1.1 points and 

1.0 rebound per game. 

Meyer is the daughter of 

Thomas and Barbara Meyer 

of Grand Rapids. 

Janelle Marie Horton, 

of Lowell, has been awarded 

two scho la r sh ips f r o m 

Cedarville University, located 

in Ohio. 

The National Scholar 

test. His topic was Canadian 

Garbage in Michigan Land-

fills. Brian Langlois, a fresh-

man, received a silver medal 

in the Greenhand Publ ic 

Speaking Contest. Lowell has 

six other state finalists in the 

leadership career development 

events. 

Becky Bosserd was 

awarded a silver rating in 

Sheep Production. Tim Zook 

was the state winner in the 

area of Agricultural Mechan-

Award is given to first-year 

students who had high PS AT 

scores, were finalists or semi-

finalists in the National Merit 

or National Achievement 

competition, and maintained 

a cumulative high school 

grade point average of 3.2 or 

higher. The renewable schol-

arship is worth $3,500 per 

year. 

Horton also received the 

Homeschool Leader Schol-

arship for graduating from a 

home education-based cur-

riculum with a minimum of 

ics for his work at Zook Farm 

Equipment. Laura Rasch was 

named the state winner in Fruit 

Production for her experience 

with the family fruit farm. 

State winners received $300 

and their application will be 

forwarded for national com-

petition. 

Lowell FFA had the most 

students in the state who 

earned the state FFA degree. 

Those students were: Jake 

Baker , Helen Cr immins , 

two years in home education. 

They must have high ACT/ 

SAT scores, a cumulative 

high school grade point aver-

age of 3.0 or higher, and lead-

ership positions in church and 

community. This scholarship 

is a one-time award worth 

$1,000. 

Horton, who plans to ma-

jor in social work, is the 

daughter of Jack and Fay 

* Horton of Lowell. 

James DeLiefde, Patr ick 

Doyle, Bryan Hoekstra, Jes-

sica Kincaid, Steve Koning, 

Bruce Langlo is , Patti 

Leasure, Melissa Liszewski, 

Heather McCready, Justin 

Peterson, Mike Shinaberry, 

Matt Smith, Coilin Walsh, 

Ryan Ward, Cassy Wheat and 

Holly Young. 

Lowell also had 12 se-

niors who earned recognition 

for academic achievement 

with a 3.3 grade point aver-

age and higher. Nineteen stu-

dents received the Outstand-

ing Junior award: Meghan 

Beachum, Adam Brearley, 

Melody Dernocoeur, Julie 

Dunn, Jon Eickhoff, Kelly 

Foote, Amanda Gunberg, 

Dan Harden, Andy Hewitt, 

Phil Hogan, Chelsea Karas, 

John Rasch, Amanda Rau, 

David Sefton, Katie Seme, 

Megan Stubbs, Marie Wade, 

Katie Ward and Shel ly 

Wemet. 

Lowell FFA supporter Jim 

Bosserd of Sparta was recog-

nized with the Honorary State 

FFA Degree award for his ser-

vice on the board of the Michi-

gan FFA Foundation. Lowell 

FFA gradua te Bryan 

Posthumus completed his year 

of service as the Region V 

State vice president for the 

Michigan FFA. He spent the 

entire year serving over 5200 

members in Michigan and has 

traveled over 15,000 miles 

promoting the FFA at local 

and state events. 

We want 
^ 1 to be your 

"^Family 
Doctor. 

• Sick or Injured Animals Seen Same Day 
• Evenings & Saturday Hours Available 
• Early Drop-oJJs & House Calls 
• 2 4-Hour Emergency Service 
• Science Diet Pet Foods 
• Boarding a Grooming. 

Give up 
healthy carbs? 

Not on my life. 
Unlike diets that take 
away choices, Weight 
Watchers helps you 
make choices. 

Call 897-8484 
H 610 East Fuhon Sfred • Lowell, Mkhigan 

I f l W E L L 

OPEN HOUSE 
Attend a meeting now through April 10th for FREE! 

JOIN NOW FOR $19 
Call 1-800-651-6000 • www.ww-wmi.com 

Ask about The At Work Program® 

Lowell 
Lowell Nazarene Church • 201 N. Washington 

Thursday - 5:30 p.m. 

Meetings also in Ada and more! 

^WeightWatchers" 
Offer expires 5/8/04. Valid only in area 044. 02004 Weight Watchers International, 

Inc., owner of the WEIGHT WATCHERS trademark. All rights reserved. 

http://www.icnb.com
http://www.ww-wmi.com
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SUBMITTING PHOTO & 
NEWS COPY TO 

THE LOWELL LEDGER 

PICTURES: Pictures will be kept on file at The Ledger 
office for two months after it's been published. They will then be 
discarded. 

a). Pictures submitted to The Ledger for publication MUST 
include names (from left to right) of everyone in the 
picture. Pictures submitted without names will not be 
published. 

b). Avoid having more than 5 people in a picture. 
c). If possible, no hats, caps or sunglasses. 
d). Include information on: 

When the photo was taken 

Where the photo was taken 

Who took the photo 

Any other information pertinent to the photo. 

STORIES: Stories should include information answering 
the six basic questions: • 

W h o 

What 

When 

Where 

W h y -

Hovv 

a). Also tell us how The Ledger can find the person who 
submitted the story and/or gather more information: 

Your name -

address 

phone number 

organization — 

contact person 

his/her phone number 

other information that may be helpful, 

b). Please double space copy. 

j'l information to The Lowell Ledger, 

105 N. Broadway, PO Box 128, Lowell, 

49331 or drop it off at The Ledger office. 

All items MUST be brought in NO LATER THAN 5 

p . m . ON THE MONDAY before that week's issue. 

PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE IF YOU HAVE 

ANY QUESTIONS, OR WOULD LIKE TO 
SEND YOUR INFORMATION TO US 

ELECTRONICALLY. 

W r o M e o n e Jo 

Rm.ms, 
for a chan^r 

m * • -

The Ledger 

(Almost) 

Anything Goes 
Opinion Forum 

897-0787 or 
www.lowellbuyersguide.com 

All you folks along Main 
Street are an inspiration 

with your American flags. 
Especially the brand 
spanking new one. 

Thank you very much! 

Congratulations to the . 
winners of the Alto 

American Legion Auxil-
iary Post #528 Poppy 

Poster Contest! Good luck 
at the District's contest! 

Hats off to the cast of 
Pirates of Penzance! What 

an awesome high school 
production! Take time to 
see this musical! You will 

not he disappointed. 

Do not play in the streets. 
The streets are for cars. 

Has the corner of Alden 
Nash and Cascade Rd. 

been rezoned commercial? 
It resembles a used car lot 

there now. 

Where is the Sound off? I 

haven V seen it in the 
Ledger for two weeks! 

Let's get it back in line. 
(Editor's note: 

It's nice to be missed.) 

Now that the weather is 
getting nicer, how about 

everyone picking up some 
litter when they see it. 
Every little bit helps! 

• CROSSWORD• 
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ACROSS 
1. Pulls hair. 
6 . . Cannon, Judge Jennifer "Whipper" Cone on Ally 

McBeal. 
10. Having wings. 
14. Field of conflict. 
15. Another name for the Abominable Snowman. 
16. To study carefully. 
17. Rice cooked in poultry broth. 
18. Acronym for North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 
19. To whimper. 
20. Saves from a disaster. 
22. Showed to be false. 
24. _ Murdoch, British novelist and philosopher. 
25. Sways to one side while in motion. 
26. Downward stroke in conducting. 
29. Combining form meaning "self." 
30. Abbreviation for sophomore. 
31. Undermining or ruining. 
3 7 . . Baril, former owner of the Bonnyville Tribune. 
39. Charlotte Edna Garrett on The Facts of Life. 
40. Mistake. 
41. Able to use again. 
44. To fall off. 
45. Small children. 
46. Shirley's last name on Laverne & Shirley. 
48. To throw into the trash. 
52. Abbreviation for the control key on some computer 

keyboards. 
5 3 . . Booth, the White Goddess in Trader Horn. 
W . Ended in. 
58. Not plump. 
59. Oldest Taylor son on Home Improvement. 
61. Instrument played by Liberace. 
62. Department in southern France. 
63. To attract or entice. 
64. Cabs. 
65. _ Kruger, Miss Austen in Craig's Wife. 
66. Acronym for European Tissue Engineering Society. 
67. Derogatory. 

ANSWERS WILL APPEAR IN 

THE APRIL 7 ISSUE OE THE LEDGER! 

67 

35 36 

55 56 57 

DOWN 
1. Barks shrilly. 
2. Air or melody. 

3 . . Carter, Nellie Ruth Harper on Gimme a Break. 
4. Dishonestly. 
5. Hunting expedition in eastern Africa. 
6. Standard centimeter-gram-second units of force in 

physics. 
7. Not nays. 
8. Abbreviation for attorney. 
9. Any salt of niobic acid. 
10. An . a day keeps the doctor away. 
1 1 . . Anderson, former host of The Family Feud. 
12. David a regular on CBS Newcomers. 
13. Donna, Jerry and Robert. 
21. Essential part of the matter. 
23. To wear away. 

25. Container used to separate gold and silver from lead. 
26. Acronym for Turkish Society of Rochester. 
27. Past tense of heave. 
28. O f . proportions. 
29. Inhabitants of Arabia. 
32. To tell a story. 
33. Pertaining to the work of George Orwell. 
34. Country between Iraq and Afghanistan. 
35. Not any. 
36. Jennifer _, Frances "Baby" Houseman in Dirty 

Dancing. 

38. Center of Puritanism in England at the time of 
Cromwell. 

42. Able to be lost. 

43. Acronym for Electronic Funds Transfer System. 
47. Bursts forth. 

4 8 . , Burke, Suzanne Sugarbaker on Designing Women. 
49. Perfect. 
50. Body of bees. 
51. Fin or flipper. 
52. Gives up. 
54. One of a kind. 

55. TV show starring Danny DeVito and Andy Kaufman. 
5 6 . . Bennett, Maid Marian in the 1922 movie, Robin 

Hood. 

57. Quantity of medicine prescribed. 
60. Furrow in the ground. 

LEGAL 

EASE 
By 

Jonathan David 

DEAR JONATHAN: I understand what probate is. What 
is ancillary probate? 

JONATHAN SAYS: When you own real estate in a 
different state than the one you are domiciled in and that real 
estate is in your name alone at death, then that real estate needs 
to be probated in that state. This type of probate is known as 
ancillary probate. Any other assets that you own in your name 
alone at death also need to be probated under the laws of the 
state in which you are domiciled. 

DEAR JONATHAN: My wife and I prepared estate 
planning documents several years ago. At what point should 
those documents be updated or do they even need to be 
updated? 

JONATHAN SAYS: 1 recommend that you review your 
estate planning documents at a minimum every three years, 
and sooner if your financial situation has changed signifi-
cantly or your personal circumstances have changed. 

Your estate planning documents should be amended any 
time: 

• There is a change in your personal circumstances. This 
would include your marriage or remarriage, divorce, death of 
a beneficiary, the birth or the adoption of a child, and the death, 
relocation or unavailability of any fiduciary you have named 
to act on your behalf. 

• There is a significant change in your income or your 
assets. 

• There is a change in the laws, federal or state, which may 
impact your estate planning. 

DEAR JONATHAN: I am a widower. After my wife 
died, I put my daughter's name on all of my assets so we now 
own everything together as joint tenants with full rights of 
survivorship. I set it up this way for two reasons: first, if 1 can't 
act, she will be able to do things for me; second, at my death, 
everything will flow into her name without having to go 
through probate. One advisor told me it was okay if I want my 
daughter to receive everything, but it wasn't such a good plan 
if I want my assets divided among all my children equally. 
Since it is my desire that my children share my estate equally, 
1 prepared a last will and testament which distributes my estate 
to my children in equal shares. Do you see any problems with 
this approach? 

JONA THAN 5A YS: If your assets were titled just in your 
name alone, then upon your death, your assets would be 
divided in equal shares among your children according to the 
terms of your last will and testament. However, since you have 
re-titled all of your assets in your name and your daughter's 
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name as joint tenants with full survivorship rights, then those 
assets will automatically flow to her upon your death, and your 
last will and testament will have no effect. A last will and 
testament only controls those assets that are subject to probate. 
Since your assets are jointly titled with your daughter, they 
will avoid probate at your death. As such, your last will and 
testament will have no effect. 

If it is your intent that your children share equally in your 
assets and you still want to avoid probate, then I recommend 
that you prepare a living trust naming your children as the 
beneficiaries of your trust assets upon your death. By doing so, 
you not only avoid probate, but the assets will flow to your 
children in equal shares upon your death. 

I recommend you meet with an estate planning attorney 
who can review with you in more detail how a living trust can 
benefit you. 

The information contained in this column is not be to construed 

as legal advice or legal representation and should not be relied upon 

as such. If legal advice or legal representation is desired, please 

consult with an attorney. 

BOWNE 
TOWNSHIP 

Will be taking bids for 
TOWNSHIP AND CEMETERY 

MAINTENANCE 
Bids will be accepted through April 16, 2004 
for proposals for the purpose of care and 
maintenance of the Bowne Center Cemetery, 
the Township Fire Station, Historic Township 
hall and Colby park for the fiscal year of 
2004-2005. Please contact the township 
office at 616-868-6846 between the hours of 
9-12 and 1-5 on Wednesday and Thursday 
and 9-12 on Friday for a list of specifications. 

Sandra L. Kowalczyk 
Bowne Township Clerk 

TOWNSHIP 
OF GRATTAN 

COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the Planning Commission of the 
Township of Grattan will hold a public hearing 
on April 7, 2004 at 7:00 p.m., at the Grattan 
Township Hall, 12050 Old Belding Road, 
within the Township, concerning two proposed 
ordinances that would amend the Zoning 
Ordinance of the Township of Grattan. 

The first proposed ordinance would amend 
Article 7.03.G of Zoning Ordinance to clarify 
the manner in which minimum waterfront 
setbacks are to be measured on lots and 
parcels in the R-L Zoning District, and to add 
definitions for new terms that are used in the 
revised Article 7.03.G. 

The second proposed ordinance would 
amend the provisions of Article 18 of the 
Zoning Ordinance governing the procedures 
for public hearings conducted by the Board of 
Appeals: the methods for recording Board of 
Appeals' decisions; and the standards the 
Board of Appeals is to use to evaluate 
applications for use variances and 
dimensional variances. 

A copy of the proposed Zoning Ordinance 
amendments is on file and may be examined 
the offices of the Grattan Township Clerk, 
during Township office hours. All interested 
persons may attend the public hearing and 
comment on the proposed amendments. 
Written comments concerning the same may 
be submitted to the Township office at the 
above-listed address, up to the time of the 
public hearing. 

Dated: March 5, 2004 

F reestyle wrestlers 
The Lowell f reestyle 

wrestling Club recently com-

peted in Sparta. 

Zach Baum, a Lowell 

Midd le School s tudent , 

wrestled schoolboy at 110 

lbs. and placed second. Eli 

Scoby, a fourth grade stu-

dent wrestling at 95 lbs., took 

a first place in the Midget 

class. 

Jake Denison placed first 

in the 43 lb. Bantam weight 

class; Jason Nagy and Tad 

Rodgers, in the 49 lb. class, 

placed second in class A and 

B respectively. 

Brendon Rhodts, heavy 

weight, placed third in his 

division. Other participants 

f rom Lowel l were Max 

Wester, Tyler Lessens and 

Matthew Griffioen. 

The next meet will be 

held Saturday, April 3 at 

Lowell High School. 

Ogle 
resigns 
as varsity 
golf coach 

Jack Ogle has resigned 

as the varsity boys golf 

coach at L o w e l l High 

School. He held the posi-

tion since the 1986 season, 

twice having been named 

regional coach of the year, 

most recently in 2003. His 

team finished third in OK 

White in 2003; his most suc-

cessful team finished 11th 

in state in 1989. 

Ogle also formed the 

girls golf team in 1984. He 

started the Lowell Invita-

tional in 1986, which now 

brings 20 teams each year to 

Deer Run Golf Course to 

compete. He said 20 years 

was long enough and some 

good younger players com-

ing up should give the next 

coach a good season to start 

out with. 

Pictured, left to right, are Brendon Rhodts, Jason Nagy, Jake Denison, Tad Rodgers, 
Zach Baum and Eli Scoby. 

TOWNSHIP 
OF GRATTAN 
COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning 
Commission of the township of Grattan will hold a public hearing on 
April 22, 2004 at 7:00 p.m., at the Grattan Township Hall, 12050 Old 
Belding Road, within the Township, concerning a proposed ordinance 
that would amend the Zoning Ordinance of the Township of Grattan. 

The proposed amending ordinance would create Article 14A, 
which includes regulations regarding Planned Unit Development 
("PUD"). The PUD regulations would cover such matter as the intent 
and purpose of PUD development: the PUD approval process, 
including introductory meetings, preliminary Planning Commission 
review, final review by the Planning Commission and Township Board, 
conditions of approval and performance guarantees; minimum PUD 
designation and design requirements; density determination; required 
conditions; time limitations on approved PUD developments; 
amendments to PUDs; Board of Appeals jurisdiction over PUD 
decisions; certain large-scale developments that require PUD 
approval; and other related matters. The amending ordinance would 
also amend the large-scale development provisions of Sections 3.54, 
6.05 and 9.04 of the Zoning Ordinance, so as to make reference to 
PUD development under Article 14A. 

A copy of the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment is on file 
and may be examined at the offices of the Grattan Township Clerk, 
during township office hours. All interested persons may attend the 
public hearing and comment on the proposed amendment. Written 
comments concerning the same may be submitted to the Township 
office at the above-listed address, up to the time of the public hearing. 

Dated: March 25, 2004 

PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF GRATTAN 
PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF GRATTAN 

http://www.lowellbuyersguide.com
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Emergency vehicle donated to Dominican Republic 
By Dun Schneider 

Visitors f rom the Domini-

can Republic took a look at 

Lowel l ' s fire station Thurs-

day, March 18, and their per-

spective should be eye-open-

ing to those of us used to the 

lifestyle around here. 

Pedro Segura is the fire 

chief for the city of Santiago, 

h is the second largest city in 

the Dominican Republ ic with 

a population of about 750,000. 

"In the summer there are 

m a n y f i r e s , " S e g u r a sa id . 

" A b o u t 50 pe rcen t of the 

houses are wood. 

"The city has to take care 

of each fire depar tment and 

the city doesn ' t spend a lot of 

money to support the fire de-

par tment ." 

The city of Sant iago is 

less equipped than Lowell for 

fire response. Sant iago has 

three fire stations. Each has at 

least one pumper truck, but 

they break down frequently. 

"I don ' t think they have 

any of them newer than 20 

years old," Steve Boyer said. 

"They have a def ini te lack of 

equipment that would have 

been standard in the U.S. for 

the last 30 or 40 years ." 

Boyer is the liaison be-

tween the Dominican Repub-

ft 

GIVE 

Celso Poritil la, general manager of an industrial park in Santiago, Domin ican Republic ( from left); Lowel l city clerk Betty Mor lock; Sant iago ' s 

fire chief Pedro Segura; Lowell m a y o r Jeanne Shores; Algoma fire chief Steve Johnson; Partners of the Amer icas liaison Steve Boyer and M a t t 

M c C o n n o n , chief operations off icer for Rockford-Lowel l ambulance at the Look Memoria l Fire Station. T h e 

Dominicans were visiting the Lowell fire station because Rockford-Lowel l ambulance is donat ing an emergency vehic le 
to the Santiago Fire Department. 

lie and the state of Michigan nations like the Dominican "The goal of the Partners Sant iago Fire Depar tment , 

with Partners of the Ameri- Republic with states in the is to get profess ional people 

CALL 
Contact numbers 

for the Ledger 

News 
Dan, Reporter 

897-9261 

Classifieds 
Subscriptions 

897-9261 

cas. It is a volunteer organi-

zation that pairs developing 

U.S. 

T 

Fax 
897-4809 

Sound Off Line 
897-0787 
or click on the 
Ledger link on 

our website: ' 
www.lowellbuyersguide.com 

Don't forget to set your 
clocks ahead one hour 

this weekend! 

NE1P WANIED 
Vennen Chrysler Dodge is 

looking for a motivated person 
to fill a part-time position in 
our clean-up department. 

Afternoon, evening and 
weekend hours available. 

Could become full-time 
position. 

Apply in person. 

Vennen offers a competitive 
compensation package, 

time flexibility and a fast-paced, 
friendly work environment. 

f rom each country to get to-

gether and talk about prob-

lems," Boyer said. 

The fire depar tment in the 

Dominican Republ ic depends 

on d o n a t e d s e c o n d - h a n d 

equ ipment for m u c h of its 

emergency fleet. Tha t is why 

Segura was in Lowel l with 

Celso Poritilla, the general 

manager of an industrial park 

in Santiago. Lowel l -Rockford 

The ambulance donat ion 

was facil i tated through Part-

ners of the Americas . Rock-

ford-Lowel l Ambulance has 

donated several e m e r g e n c y 

vehic les to the D o m i n i c a n 

Republic . Wolver ine Wor ld 

Wide has helped to ove rcome 

the chal lenge of t ransport ing 

the ambulances to the Domini -

can Republ ic . The Rockford 

shoe manufac tu re r has two 

factories in that country and 

ambulance is donat ing one of frequently ships things back 

its Lowell ambulances to the and forth. 

930 W. MAIN • LOWELL t r 
Vennen Chrysler Dodge Where Everything 

We Do Is Driven By You! 

? 
Jcuditf Imd 
" LAWN & LANDSCAPE 

NEW YARD 
INSTALLATIONS 

Seed Or Sod 

MOWING & 
MAINTENANCE 

BARK - MULCH 
Installation & Delivery 

PERENNIAL GARDENS 
Improvements Or Installation 

I I I R E T A I N E R BLOCK WALLS | 

B I 8 9 7 - 7 3 4 1 I 
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FOR SALE 

$175 BERBER CARPET -
Beautiful oatmeal. 40 yards, 
(new, still in plastic). 517-
719-0451. 

FOR SALE - 1981 Honda 
450R dirt bike. $400 obo. 
Call Jason 893-9940. 

$150KING AMISH LOG BED 
- W/mattress. 2 mos. old. 
517-204-0600. 

MEMORY FOAM - Mattress 
set. NASA developed, visco 
memory cell. Relieves pres-
sure points. Never used. 
Queen $600. also full & king. 
Call 682-4767 or 293-6160. 
can deliver. 

$49/SET MATTRESS/BOX 
SPRING SALE - Queen, full 
or twin, factory new. deliv-
ery available. Dennis Dis-
tributing 989-224-4822. 

FOR SALE BY OWNER -
Adorable 3 bedroom. 2 1/2 
bath ranch home. Two stall 
at tached garage, storage 
shed and above ground pool 
inc luded. One acre. Cal l 
9 8 7 - 4 4 5 4 (No r e a l t o r s 
please). 

RAMADA INN BUY-OUT -
Clean, sanit ized mattress 
sets, w/frames. Most sizes. 
10 sets. $49 up. Dennis Dis-
tributing 989-224-4822. 

7 MILE NE - 12821. 2 bed-
room. 1 ba th , a t t a c h e d 
heated workshop, 1.5 acre 
lot . $ 1 0 4 , 9 0 0 . 6 1 6 - 6 6 2 -
4001. 

FURNITURE - A piece, a 
houseful. 10,000 items. Bed-
room. dining & leather l iving 
room sets, & more! All new! 
Wholesale. Call for selec-
tion 682-4767 or 293-6160. 

BY OWNER - Land/home, 
2+ acre wooded lots, 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, 2 car garage, 
$ 8 7 5 / m o n t h . As low as 
$1,000 down. Call 616-647-
2563. 

$135 QUEEN PILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - New in 
plastic, king $185. 517-719-
8062. 

FOR SALE BUNK BEDS -
White metal, twin over full, 
$200. Call (616)691-7658. 

BEDLINER FOR SALE - fits 
Dodge Ram quad cab. $100. 
Call 897-7742. 

A P P L I A N C E S • M a y t a g . 
Whirlpool. GE, washers, dry-
ers, refrigerators, over 100 
in stock from $59. Dennis 
Distributing 989-224-4822. 

'96 FORD F-150 - 2 WD, 
green, $4,500. Cal l 897-
1597 or 450-7910. 

MATTRESS SETS - Brand 
names. All sizes; low whole-
sale prices. Don't be fooled 
by fake pil lowtop, used ho-
tel (yuk), or bait & switch 
ads. Buy with confidence. 
Prices starting at $95. Call 
682-4767 or 293-6160, can 
deliver. 

'92 JEEP CHEROKEE-4x4 , 
white, 4 door, auto., 110,000 
miles. $3,500. Call 897-
1597 or 450-7910. 

A DREAM - Belding schools. 
3 or 4 bedroom, 2 bath. Low 
payments, good credit, zero 
down. Anything in trade, Call 
1-800-615-1224. 

BUNK BED - Oak. has mat-
tresses (2 mos. old). Sell 
$125. 517-719-0451. 

FOR SALE 

PROPERTY FOR SALE-2.2 
acre lots for sale. M-21 to 
Hayes Rd., Muir, North 1/4 
mile. Lots are on West Side 
of road. Look for signs. For 
more information call eves 
269-367-4900. Phil Bishop. 

HOUSE FOR SALE - Sharp 
3 bedroom home, 1 1/2 
baths, oak kitchen cabinets 
wi th some ki tchen appl i-
ances inc luded, f in ished 
basement with pellet burner, 
private backyard with deck 
and patio. $122,900. 281 
Jane Ellen Dr. 897-8120. 

2000 CMC EXT. CARGO 
VAN - 3/4 ton, burgundy. 
43,000 miles, AC, cassette, 
$11,300. Call 897-1597 or 
450-7910. 

AIR BED - Selecta Comfort 
firmness for each of you. As 
seen at mall or on TV. Dual 
chambers, fully adjustable, 
remote control, w/warranty. 
Must sel l . NEVER used. 
$600. Call 682-4767 or 293-
6160. 

HOUSE FOR SALE - 3 bed. 
ranch, new carpet, new win-
dows, f i replace, all appli-
ances, central air. $119,900. 
336 Elizabeth Dean. Call 
987-9151. ^ 

1998 JEEP CHEROKEE 4X4 
- 4 dr., black, 80.000 miles. 
$6,800. Qall 897-1597 or 
450-7910. • 

PYGMY GOATS FOR SALE 
- 3 female. $50 each; (1) 4 
yr. old black & white; (2) 3 yr. 
old carmel. Call 897-7742. 

FOR SALE - (2) CLOPAY 
brand, white, insulated metal 
garage doors with all hard-
ware and track. (1) 7' H x 16' 
W,$250 , (1 )7 , Hx9 , W,$150 ; 
still installed, like new. 897-
7743. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
DEADLINE MONDAYS AT 5 PM 

TO PLACE AN AD 
In Person: 105 N. Broadway, Lowel l 

By Mai l : PO BOX 128, Lowel l , Ml 49331 

By Phone: 616-897-9261 

By Fax: 616-897-4809 

By Email: classifieds® lowellbuyersguide.com 

IJv-

IS ALMOST HERE! 

Classified ad rates 
15 words...$l 

each additional word 10C 
Bold or Box $ 1 each 

The Lowell Ledger 
Phone: 616-897-9261 
Fax: 616-897-4809 

HELP WANTED 

ALTO MEADOWS -
New 3 bedroom, 2 
ba th room homes, 
$550 -$650 month . 
Only 98 homesi tes 
available. 868-0123. 

FOR SALE - 2001 Dodge 
Ram 1500 Sport Quad cab, 
4x4, has black thing on back. 
If they make it • it has it. 
40,000 miles. $16,900. Call 
616-291-0457. 

$125 AMISH QUEEN LOG 
BED • w/pil lowtop mattress 
set. Bought, never used. Still 
in plastic. 989-227-2986. 

CARD OF THANKS 

THANK YOU 
The family of John De 
Haan would like to thank 
eve ryone for al l the 
cards, flowers and mon-
etary contributions sent 
at the t ime of John's 
passing. Also, to the 
wonderful people at Lau-
rels of Kent, all the doc-
tors at Lowell Family 
Medical Center. Thanks 
toDr. MikeConklin, Rev. 
Gordie Barry and Bill 
Zinke for the wonderful 
service. The UMW for 
the luncheon and Roth 
Gerst Funeral Home. 
God Bless You All. 
Gert De Haan, children 

& grandchildren 

FOR RENT 
FOR R E N T - 1 & 2 bedroom 
trailers $1,000 - $1,050 to 
move in. No dogs please. 
$400 - $420 per mo. plus 1 
1/2 mo. rent deposit. Call 
813-8041 or 616-754-0276. 

HALL FOR RENT - w i th 
kitchen, seats 150. Call 897-
6050. 

FOR RENT IN IONIA-1 bed-
room remodeled, $425/mo. 
Water & trash included. $425 
deposit, plus uti l i t ies. No 
pets. 616-642-0274. 

HOUSE FOR RENT - 7035 
68th St. 2 bedroom, 2 stall 
garage, $850/mo + utilities. 
868-9917. 

HOUSE FOR R E N T - 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, updated inte-
rior, fenced-in yard, garage 
& carport. $950/mo. No pets. 
No smoking. Call 676-9431 

WANTED 

WRECKED OR NON-RUN-
NING VEHICLES WANTED 
- Free hauling, possible $. 
642-6807 or 897-0004. 

WANTED - 2-5 acres of land 
between Lowell & the Cas-
cade/Ada area. Best if not 
completely wooded. 897-
6284 or 485-4195. 

WANTED - Cash paid 
for old junk motor-
cyc les & mopeds . 
Running or not. Cell 
616-446-8352, Rich. 

M A N P O W E R IS C U R -
RENTLY RECRUITING - f o r 
machine operators. Must be 
experienced and able to start 
in a day's notice, committed 
to be at WORK every day. 
2nd shift. Call Manpower to-
day at 616-897-0050. 

CONSTRUCTION - Smal l 
company looking for mason 
tender, good transportation 
a must. Exper ience pre-
ferred. Start immediately. 
Call 868-1064. 

MANPOWER IS RECRUIT-
ING FOR - inspectors. Look-
ing for experience of at least 
2-4 years. Must be very good 
in math and measurements. 
Call Manpowertoday at616-
897-0050. 

A T T E N T I O N H A I R S T Y L -
ISTS - City Looks in Lowell 
is looking for a licensed cos-
metologist to join our fun & 
energetic team. Full-time & 
part-time positions available. 
Full-time employees are en-
titled to our awesome ben-
e f i t s p rogram i n c l u d i n g 
health, dental & life insur-
ance: 401 (k), paid holidays 
& vacations, on going train-
ing & education & a whole lot 
more. City Looks is also flex-
ible when it comes to sched-
uling. If you're looking to 
accelerate your career in an 
exciting environment, please 
contact Sue at 1-866-511-
4558. 

NOW HIRING -McDonald's 
In Lowel l and the 
McDonald 's Express In 
Ada are looking to hire a few 
people for the morning and 
evening shifts. Pay will be 
determined by your availabil-
ity and experience. We pro-
vide a fun work environment, 
flexible schedules, meal dis-
counts, and opportunity for 
advancement. Please apply 
at the stores or call Jill at 
676-9727. 

MANPOWER IS SEEKING 
EMPLOYEES - that can be 
available on a daily basis, 
open to calls for same day 
work in inspection or pack-
aging up products. If you are 
f lexible please call Man-
power today at 616-897-
0050. 

DELIVERY DRIVER - CDL-
A drivers needed. Looking 
for dependable customer 
service oriented person w/ 
chauffers CDL-B, CDL-A li-
cense. Good working envi-
ronment. Also hiring nights/ 
weekends. 616-248-7729. 

SERVICES 

PAYROLL & BOOKKEEP-
ING SERVICE - By certif ied 
Qu ickbooks advisor . Cal l 
Kathy 897-0686. 

B U I L D I N G & RE-
MODELING-Experi -
enced, quality work, 
reasonab le rates, 
sma l l jobs wel-
comed. Call Bob at 
987-4423. Licensed 
and insured. 

BUCKS AUCTIONS AND 
ESTATE SALES - (helping 
people help themselves) . 
Now book ing for Spr ing 
2004. For consultation call 
897-5200 or 897-7222. 

CERAMIC TILE - Floors, 
k i tchen, backsplash. f ire-
places, jacuzzi tubs & more. 
Quality workmanship, rea-
sonable rates. 11 years ex-
perience. Call Rick @ 868-
7546, cell 616-366-5426. 

LEDGER OFFICE 
HOURS: 

Mon - Thurs. 8-5 
Fri. 8-4 

Closed Sat. & Sun. 
105 N. Broadway, 

Lowell 
Phone 897-9261 

Fax 897-4809 

J O H N DEBIAK 
HORSESHOEING & HOOF 
TRIMMING - Serving the 
Greater Kent/Ionia County 
area with 15 years of profes-
sional. full-time experience. 
Call 897-4290. 

PLUMBER - Experi-
enced. Residential, 
Service or New Con-
struction. Reason-
able rates. Call 897-
2575. 

DOES YOUR CHRYSLER. 
PLYMOUTH. DODGE CAR. 
TRUCK OR VAN NEED RE-
PAIR? - Don't make a mis-
take & take it anywhere else 
- give Geo-Tech a try! Con-
tact George at Geo-Tech 
Transmission & Repair, 897-
0743. 

ATTN: GRADUATING SE-
NIORS & SENIOR PAR-
E N T S - We have open 
house cards, thank you 
cards & envelopes! 5c for 
each piece! Lowell Ledger/ 
Lowell Litho, 105 N. Broad-
way, Lowell. 

SALES 

BOB'S 3RD ANNUAL BIRD-
HOUSE SALE - Bluebi rd 
houses, wren houses, bat 
houses , f eede rs , many 
styles. Priced right. 12279 
60th St., Alto. 868-6633. 

3 FAMILY YARD SALE-Apri l 
1 and 2, 116 S. Jefferson, 9 
a m - ? Crafts and something 
for everyone. 

S O U N D O F F 

P H O N E L I N E 

8 9 7 - 0 7 8 7 

WANTED - Pup, from 2 mos. 
to 6 mos. old. Must be short-
haired. Ideally housebroken. 
Call Dave 676-0310. 

WANTED - Bike carrier that 
holds 2 bikes & fits into hitch. 
Please call 616-874-5755. 

LAND WANTED-Developer 
looking to purchase vacant 
land. Will look at all parcels. 
J.T. Scott Co., 616-540-
8950. 

HELP W A N T E D - W e 
need 2 students or 
adults to deliver the 
Grand Rapids Press 
in the city limits of 
Lowell. 1 route in 
Valley Vista subdi-
vision & the other 
near Bowes Rd. No 
collecting. Depend-
able person can call 
897-5793 for info or 
leave message. 

L I C E N S E D 

DAYCARE-isaccept-
ing chi ldren 1 and 
older. Call 897-7656 
l oca ted on Grand 
River Dr. SE. 

LOST 

LOST BLACK CAT-M iss ing 
from Kissing Rock Rd area. 
Neutered female, bushy tail, 
front paws declawed. Please 
call her anxious family. 897-
7563. 

EVENTS 

WEDDING 
INVITATIONS 

Available at 
Lowell Litho 

105 N. Broadway. 
Stop by & Check out a 

book! 4 books to 
choose from. Wide 

variety of invitations 
and prices. 

COME SEE OUR EXCITING 
- "Book of Ruth" drama & 
storeytelling, Sun., April 4, 
11 a.m. Also come hear our 
Easter music & drama Sun. 
night, April 11,6 p.m. At First 
Baptist Church of Alto, 60th 
& Bancroft, Alto. 868-6403 
or 891-1840. 

TOWING • Servicing 
Lowell & surrounding 
areas. Flat bed & 
wrecker, Tire 
changes, Jump starts. 
Lock outs, 24 Hr. ser-
vice. Call Lincoln 
Lake Autos 446-5909. 

http://www.lowellbuyersguide.com
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Diagnostic Testing Centers of America 
(DTCA) 

Announces a NEW Location! 

DTCA is pleased to announce its affiliation with 

Stephen Brown, DC 

CTORS CHIROPRACTIC 
V .>s 

1827 East Fulton 

Lowell, Ml 49331 

DTCA provides precision electrodiagnostic testing services for the 

evaluation of neurological disorders and related Droblems.-

If you suffer from: 

• Back pain resistant to treatment 

• Muscle weakness or fatigue 

• Persistent foot or leg pain 

• Carpal tunnel syndrome 
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Call today and make an appointment for a thorough examination 

We Can Help. 

Call 1.866.302.DTCA to find the DTCA location nearest you. 
Or visit us online at www.dtca.org. 

BTCA 
Diagnostic Testing Centers of America 

http://www.dtca.org

