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Christmas celebrated with an old-fashioned flare 
fly Dan Schneider 

Christmas festivi-
ties took place 

last weekend in 

the historic village of Fallas-

burg. This is the fifth year the 

Fa I las burg Historical Society 

has hosted traditional Christ-

mas activities. 

The covered bridge over 

the Flat River was decked out 

with pine boughs, red bows 

and wreaths, and lit with 

candle-light lanterns fash-

ioned out of tin cans. Lights 

of the same construction lined 

Covered Bridge Road through 

the village. 

The historic houses were 

decorated with wreaths and 

pine boughs, and electric 

candles in the windows. John 
Coates played traditional 

Christmas carols on the organ 
in the schoolhouse. By 6:30 

p.m. people were arriving to 

drink wassail. Wassail is a 

warm-spiced cider that was 

very popular around the holi-

days in the 1800s. Some of 

the schoolhouse guests sang 

haltingly along with the car-

ols. 

The Fallassburg house 

was the site of an 1800s-style 

Christmas dinner. Historical 

society volunteers dressed in 

period costume served sev-

eral tables full of patrons in 

the three lower-level rooms 

of the house. One of the pa-

trons, Bill Whorley of Sa-

ranac, arrived dressed in pe-

riod clothes. 

Whorley had on suspend-

ers, a navy wool shirt, brown 

The Fallasburg covered bridge was decorated 

with a wreath for the holiday festivities in the 

historic village of Fallasburg. In addition 

to the wreath on the outside, there 

were pine boughs, lighted candles 

and red bows hung on the inside. 

boots up to his knees and a 

gray neckerchief. Whorley 

had the clothes because he is 

a hobbyist involved with what 

he calls "cowboy shoots". At 

these events hobbyists shoot 

antique pistols and other 

Christmas, cont yd., pg. 3 

Grant money to be used for new fire equipment 

At left, John Coates played the organ at the 

historic schoolhouse in Fallasburg village while 

visitors drank wassail and ate cookies and soaked 

up the Christmas atmosphere last Saturday. Above 

right, Bill Whorley arrived at the traditional Christ-

mas dinner dressed in 1800s garb. Whorley par-

ticipates in Old West cowboy shoots and recently 

returned from a successful buffalo-hunting expe-

dition. In the background, Vickey Grievs passes 

bread and butter to her husband, Greg Grievs. 

By Dan Schneider 

The Lowell Area 
Fire Department 

will purchase 

new equipment using a fed-

eral grant through the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Se-

curity. 

The grant is for $69,030. 

That amount will cover the 

cost of modifications to the 

engine house, six new air 

packs with masks, and an-

other computer system for 

the fire engines. 
"We're going to put in an 

exhaust system to remove gas 

and diesel fumes from the 

garage when we start the 

trucks," fire chief, Frank 

Martin said. 

The system will either 

consist of hoses that connect 

to the exhaust pipes of the 

trucks and channel exhaust 

out of the building or of ex-

haust-eating devices similar 

to the smoke-eaters at some 

bars. Martin said the hose set-

up is the better system and the 

one he would prefer to use in 

the engine house. He said he 

wanted to wait to make sure 

the grant went through, how-

ever, before making a deci-

sion about which system to 

use. 
Exhaust-expulsion sys-

tems are now required for new 

fire stations or fire stations 

that are significantly remod-

eled. That requirement was 

not in place when the fire sta-

tion on South Hudson was 

built in 1991. 

"If you want a better, 

healthy work environment for 

the firefighters, it's good to 

put them in now if you have 

the money," Martin said. 

Martin said for the Low-

ell fire station it will probably 

cost about $40,000. 

More of the grant will be 

spent on new SCBAs (Self-

Contained Breathing Appa-

ratus). The new air packs and 

masks will allow for the phas-

ing out of the older units in the 

fire department's collection. 

"We're slowly getting 

away from the 20- to 30-year 

old ones that we have left," 

Martin said. 

The SCBAs on the first-

out trucks are only a year old. 

The department purchased 

them along with its newest 

engine. The older units are 

currently reserved for back-

ups. 

The new SCBAs have 

wider face masks for better 

visibility and lighter, fiber-

glass air tanks. They also have 

New fire equipment, 
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OBITUARIES 

BULLOCK - Wallace (Wall) 

L. Bullock, aged 70, of Low-

ell, passed away December 

20, 2003. He was preceded in 

death by his sister Addie 

Roggow. He is survived by 

his w ife Carol; children Helen 

(Sam) Ziegler of Dexter, 

Connie (Mike) Tumbull of 

Greenville, Ken (Dawn) Bul-

lock of Grand Rapids; broth-

ers Lester (Sharon ) Bullock. 

Lee (Jan) Bullock; sisters 

Louise (Morey) Munn, Lois 

(Nick) Christian; brother-in-

law Rich (Ruth) Roggow, all 

ot Grand Rapids; six grand-

children; many nieces and 

nephews. Funeral services 

were held Tuesday at Roth-

Gerst Chapel, Pastor Robert 

Roush of the Friendship Coun-

try Chapel, officiating. Me-

morials may be made to Hos-

pice of Michigan or the Walt 

Bullock Memorial Fund. 

PFn memory^ 
of our husband, 

father 
& grandfather 

W E I E L L H . TATE 
during this 

Christmas Season 
and always. 

Love, Faire, Dee Dee 
& Jennifer Talc; 

Michael & Donna Tale; 
Bill & Linda Timmers; 

Gary & Leigh Stadt; 
Chris Clay 

1 see countless 
Christmas trees 

Around the world below; 
With tiny lights, like 

heaven's stars 
Relleciing on the snow. 

The sight is so spectacular. 
Please wipe away that tear; 
For I'm spending Christinas 
With Jesus Christ this year. 

I hear the many 
Christmas songs 

That people hold so dear; 
But the sounds of 

music can't compare 
With the Christmas 

choir up here. 

For I have no words to tell you 
The joy their voices bring; 

For it is beyond description 
To hear as angels sing. 

I'll ask Him to light your spirit 
As I tell Him of your love. 

So then pray for one another 
As you lift your eyes above. 

So please let your 
hearts be joyful; 

And let your spirit sing; 
For I'm spending 

Christmas in heaven 
And I'm walking 

with the King! 

K E T T N E R - Harold George 

Kettner, aged 92, passed away 

peacefully surrounded by his 

family, on December 19, 

2003. He was bom in Detroit 

on July 15, 1911, the eighth 

child of Bertha Boese and Ri-

chard Carl Kettner, both of 

Germany. He is preceded in 

death by his wife of 67 years, 

Greta Alida Kettner. They 

moved from Detroit to Ver-

gennes Township in 1949. He 

loved caring for his farm and 

family. Harold worked at Lear 

Siegler Corp. as an aviation 

instrument technician for 25 

years, retiring in 1976. He was 

a member of the Lowell 

Moose Lodge and a charter 

memberof the Fallasburg His-

torical Society. He is survived 

by his two sons Harold Grant 

(Elizabeth) and Michael Ber-

nard (Diane) Kettner; four 

grandchildren MarkS. Kettner 

of Low ell. Lt. Com. Brenden 

J. Kettner of San Francisco, 

CA, Sarah E. Lutz of Eureka, 

MO, and Chad M. Kettner of 

Grand Rapids; eight great-

grandchildren. A private ser-

vice was held Tuesday with 

1989 and farmed for 37 years. 

He was a member of First 

Baptist Church of Hastings. 

Don enjoyed fishing, hunting, 

boating and traveling with his 

wife. He is survived by his 

loving wife Donna Kosbar of 

Hastings; sons Danny and 

Ruth Kosbar of Hastings, 

Damon Kosbar of Hastings, 

David and Terri Kosbar of 

Grand Ledge, Darwin and 

Donna Kosbar of Delton, 

Donald and Kim Kosbar of 

Lowell, Dean and Renee 

Kosbar of Hastings; daugh-

ters Deanna and Mark Case of 

Greenville, Denise and Gregg 

Miller of Freeport; sisters 

Betty and Tom Kidder of 

Hastings, Pauline and Victor 

Osborn of Caledonia; half 

brothers Lloyd and Bess Gross 

of Hastings, Stewart and 

Diane Gross of Hastings; half 

sisters Glenda and Dennis 

Stevens of Hastings, Joyce and 

Earl Stevens of Hastings; 

step-brother Gorden Hull of 

Hast ings; s tep-s is ters 

Genevieve and Howard Allen 

of Nashville, Mary Ann and 

Harold Kettner 

interment in Oakwood Cem-

etery in Lowell. Memorial 

contributions may be made to 

Hospice of Michigan. 

KOSBAR - Donald Lorenz 

Kosbar, aged 75, of Hastings, 

went to be with his Lord and 

Savior December 16, 2003. 

He was bom June 1, 1928 in 

Ionia, the son of Lorenz and 

Mildred (Craft) Kosbar. He 

married Donna Englerth Au-

gust 16, 1957 at Quimby 

Methodist Church in Hastings, 

enjoying 56 years of marriage. 

Don was employed with the 

Barry County Road Commis-

sion for 40 years retiring in 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
PROBATE COURT 
COUNTY OF KENT 

NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PROBATE 

FILE NO. 03-176,726-DE 

Estate of WILLIAM E. 
VAN BUSKIRK, 

Deceased 

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:* Including 
surviving chi ldren of 
Madal ine Bai ley, de-
ceased, whose names, 
addresses and where-
abouts are unknown. 

The decedent, WILLIAM 
E. VAN BUSKIRK, who 
lived at 108 Gold N.W., 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
49504 died 11/20/03. 

An application for infor-
mal probate of 
decedent's will was filed 
by SUSAN M. POTYRAJ, 
410 Bridge St. N.W., 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504. 
On 12/10/03 the Kent 
County Probate Court, 
180 Ottawa Ave. N.W., 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49503 
informally admitted the 
will. 

SUSAN M. POTYRAJ 
{P46249) 
410 Bridge St. N.W. 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504 
(616) 454-4119 

W i s h i n g Y o u % T e a c e f u f 

& J o y o u s 1 - f o f i d a y S e a s o n 

We thank you for your 
patronage throughout the 

year and your loyalty to 

our hometown business. 

( D a C e & i f a n c y T " r i j j f e t t & S t a f f 

SPEERSTRA AGENCY 
835 W. Main St. • Lowell, Ml 49331 

897-9259 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
PROBATE COURT 
COUNTY OF KENT 

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

Decedent's Estate 

FILE NO. 03-176,726-DE 

Estate of WILLIAM E. 
VAN BUSKIRK, 

Deceased 

TO ALL CREDITORS: 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: 
The decedent, WILLIAM 
E. VAN BUSKIRK, who 
lived at 108 Gold N.W., 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
49504 died 11/20/03. 

Creditors of the decedent 
are notified that all claims 
against the estate will be 
forever barred unless 
presented to SUSAN M. 
POTYRAJ, named per-
sonal representative, or 
proposed personal rep-
resentative, or to both the 
probate court at 180 Ot-
tawa Ave. N.W., Grand 
Rapids, Ml 49503 and the 
named/proposed per-
sonal representa t ive 
within 4 months after the 
date of publication of this 
notice. 

12/16/03 

SUSAN M. POTYRAJ 
(P46249) 
410 Bridge St. N.W. 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504 
(616) 454-4119 

SUSAN M. POTYRAJ 
(P46249) 

410 Bridge St. N.W. 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504 

(616) 454-4119 

Jim Hummel of Nashville; 21 

grandchildren; nine great-

grandchildren; several nieces, 

nephews and cousins. He was 

preceded in death by his par-

ents, s tep-fathers Claude 

Gross and Sidney Hull, half 

sisters Joann and Rachel, 

granddaughter Mardan. Fu-

neral services were held at 

Firs t Baptist Church in 

Hastings with Rev. Dan Curry 

and Rev. Ken Gamer officiat-

ing. Memorial contributions 

may be made to Don Kosbar 

Youth Memorial Fund. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
PROBATE COURT 
COUNTY OF KENT 

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

Decedent's Estate 

FILE NO. 03-176,744-DE 

Estate of JANICE L. 
GORMAN, aka JANICE 

BARTO GORMAN 
SSN: 369-38-4983 

TO ALL CREDITORS: 

NOTICE TO CREDI -
TORS: 
The decedent, JANICE L. 
GORMAN, who lived at 
3681 Timber Creek Ct., 
N.W., Comstock Park, 
Michigan, died 11/28/03. 

Creditors of the dece-
dent are notified that all 
claims against the estate 
will be forever barred 
unless presented to 
GERARD B. BARTO or 
M A R I A N N E KALE, 
named personal repre-
sentative, or proposed 
personal representative, 
or to both the probate 
court at 180 Ottawa Ave. 
N.W., Ste. 2500, Grand 
Rapids, Ml 49503 and the 
named/proposed per-
sona l representat iv f 
within 4 months afterthi. 
date of publication of this 
notice. 

12/17/03 

JOHN D. MITUS 
(P-31244) 
410 Bridge St. N.W. 
Grand Rapids, Mi 49504 
(616) 774-4001 

GERARD B. BARTO 
and MARIANNE KALE 

1401 Quarry N.W. 

NOTICE 
VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP 
HOLIDAY HOURS 

The Vergennes Township offices will be 

closed December 24th through the 26th, 

2003 and again New Year's Eve and New 

Year's Day. The office will be open 

December 29. Taxes paid using the drop slot 

in the office door and received by December 

31 st at 3:00 pm will be posted in 2003. The 

staff and officials of Vergennes Township 

wish everyone in the Lowell Community a 

peace-filled and joyous Holiday Season. 

Plows up and ready 
for inevitable snow 
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By Dan Schneider 

It takes about eight hours 

to plow all the snow from the 

city streets of Lowell. If it 

snows tonight, public works 

employees will be out at 4 

a.m. pushing the white Christ-

mas snow to the curbsides. 

"It's the best time to plow 

with no t r a f f i c , " Bill 

McQueen said. McQueen has 

been working for the city for 

five years. 

The city owns three 

dump-bed plow trucks: a 

1989 Chevy C-70 and two 

newer Internationals. One 

truck plows the east half of 

town, another the west and 

the third plows the Valley 

Vista subdivision. 

Public works also uses 

two pickup trucks to plow 

city parking lots. The second 

was brought into plow ser-

vice this year because of the 

new lot by the police station. 

"We've got two trucks 

now because we've got so 

many parking lots that have 

to be done at the same time," 

public works director, Dan 

DesJarden said. 

When a snow storm hits, 

roads running north-south get 

plowing priority. 

'The way this town is set 

up, if you do the north-south 

roads during a storm, 

everybody's only got half a 

block to go to get to a plowed 

street," DesJarden said. 

A public works employee 

is on standby at night through 

the winter. The plowing policy 

says he can be called into ac-

tion if the police officer on 

duty determines plowing be-

fore 4 a.m. is necessary for 

public safety. Police can also 

call to have roads cleared if 

the squad cars cannot make it 

up hills. 

Public works is respon-

sible for plowing all streets 

within the city limits. The only 

exceptions are M-21, which is 

the slate's responsibility, and 

Hudson Street, which is a 

county road. 

Public works has bud-

geted for 200 tons of salt this 

year. The salt is delivered 50 

tons at a time as needed due to 

limited storage space. The city 

also buys 200 yards of sand. 

Lowell buys its road salt 

at a bulk rate in cooperation 

with nearby cities such as 

Grand Rapids and Wyoming. 

The salt comes f rom 

Verplank's Dock Company, 

Inc. in Muskegon. 

The salt is mined out of a 

vein that runs south and west 

of Lake Huron, roughly from 

Detroit to Cleveland. It is 

shipped 20,000 tons at a time 

on the Great Lakes to 

M u s k e g o n . 

"They load it on boats, ship it 

over here; we put it on trucks 

and send it wherever there's 

snow," said Ron Matthews, 

president of Verplank's Dock 

Company, Inc. 

P i c t u r e d a r e Bill 

McQueen, left, and Ralph 

Brecken cleaning off a plow 

truck af ter a recent snow. 

The plow drivers clean off 

the t rucks after every plow 

run to prevent corrosion 

from snow and salt. 

i 
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to be clipped on separately. 
The devices start to beep 
when a firefighter becomes 
motionless for a length of 
time. The tone repeats more 
consistently the longer the 
firefighter remains motion-
less. 

The grant will also cover 
the cost of another laptop 
computer for the fire trucks. 
The computers in the trucks 
allow firefighters to quickly 
access files of pre-plans for 

commercial buildings in the 
area. The plans give informa-
tion about how the buildings 
are built, what is in them and 
potential hazards. 

Previously, this informa-
tion could only be accessed in 
three large file cabinets at the 
station. 

The department recently 
purchased two of these com-
puters with money donated 
by the Flat River Snowmobile 
Club. 

weaponry of the Wild West 
era and, Whorley explained, 
"You have to look the part." 

Whorley had recently re-
turned from a successful buf-
falo hunt out West. He shot a 
buffalo with a 45-70 Sharp 
rifle. 

"I wanted to do what the 
old-timers did and shoot a 
buffalo," Whorley said. 

Bif Altoft, of the Back-
water Cafe on Riverside 
Drive, cooked the meal. In 
order to give the meal a his-
toric flavor, she limited the 

menu to recipes using ingre-
dients grown in Michigan; 
ones 18th-century cooks 
would have been able to find 
or grow. 

"I tried to just stick with 
things that they would have 
had to work with," Altoft said. 

This included root veg-
etables, several cheeses , 
breads and mushroom pate. 

The historic village of 
Fallasburg is unique in Michi-
gan as a collection of 1800s 
houses retaining their origi-
nal structures. Some of the 

houses in the village have been 
added on to over the years, but 
their 1800s underpinnings re-
main intact. 

John Wes ley Fa l lass 
moved to the location on the 
Flat River in 1837 at the age 
of 25. He moved there from 
New York state and settled on 
the spot because he thought it 
would be a good place to build 
a flour mill. He built a three-
story, water-powered mill on 
the river in 1840, taking bar-
rels of flour to Grand Rapids 
to sell. 

He built the Fallass house 
in 1842 after returning from 
New York. He had gone there 
to marry Phoebe Brown and 
persuade others to join him in 
Michigan. 

ADA-LOWELL 5 
M-21 5 Minutes East of A m w a y H O 

. . .«> 8 9 7 - F I L M 
S 5 . 0 0 Kids all shows j $ 5 . 2 5 S t n i o r a 

S 5 . 7 5 Students & Late Shows Fri A Sat 

All SCREENS 
0I6ITAI STEREO 

$ 5 . 5 0 DAILY Matinees til 6pm 

O No passes 

Unlimited Free Drink Refills & .25c Corn Ref i l l ! 

COMFORTABLE DELUXE HOCKIMG 
CHAIR SEATS WITH CUP HOLDERS ^ 

ACT registration deadline 
The next national test date for the ACT Assessment is 

Feb. 7,2004. College-bound students should register by the 
Jan. 2 postmark deadline. Late registration postmark dead-
line is Jan. 16 (an additional fee is required for late registra-
tion). Students can register online at www.act.org or they can 
pick up a registration packet from their high school guidance 
counselor and register by mail. The website also has sample 
test questions and a link to a free financial aid calculator. 

ACT scores are accepted by virtually all colleges and 
universities. The test, with a fee of $26, has four sections: 
English, reading, math and science. 

Students who have already taken the ACT can retest and 
try for a higher score. Juniors often use their scores to 
examine academic weaknesses, take courses or tutoring to 
correct those weaknesses and retest as seniors. 

Maplewood Square Apartments 
New-Upscale-Energy Efficient 
All apartments on one level, laundry room, 

attached garage, covered porches, all appliances Included. 

Now Available: 3-bedroom; 2-bath! 

Contact: Michael Nosko at 
Maplewood Square Apartments • Ph: 616-682-1581 

G I F T C E R T I F I C A T E S 

COMPLETE MEDICAL 
CARE FOR CHILDREN 

A N D ADULTS 

LOWELL MEDICAL SPECIALISTS, P.C. 
1150 N. Hudson, Lowell - 897-8436 

MARK EVENHOUSE, M.D. 
JOHN MOGOR, M.D. 

JOAN MIEDEMA, M.D. 
JOEL VANDERIET, M.D. 

All Physicians Board Certified In Both 

Pediatrics And Internal Medicine 

We want 
. . -j to be your 

^Family 
Doctor. 

Sick or Injured Animals Seen Same Day 
Evenings & Saturday Hours Available 
Early Drop-cjfs & House Calls 
2 4 -Hour Emergency Service 
Science Diet Pet Foods 
Boarding & Grooming. 

LOWELL 

SH0WTIMES 12/22-12/24 

Last t lMVt M ChfUtmas Eve 
will start M lata? than Spm. 

First thaws an Christmas will 
•tart aflar Jpm. 

• STARTS THURSDAY * 
O CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN (PG) 
O PETER PAN (PG) 
O SOMETHING S GOTTA GIVE 
(PG-13) 

Call 8 9 7 - 8 4 8 4 
11610 East Fuhon Stred • Lowdl, Mkhigan 

OLORD OF THE RINGS; THE 
RETURN OF THE KING (PG-13) 
MON/TUE 1:00, 6:05, 9:55 
WED 1:00 
OMONA LISA SMILE (PG-13) 

MON/TUE 11:00, 1:35.4:10. 
6:45. 9:20 
WED 11:00.1:35.4:10 
O STUCK ON YOU (PG-13) 

MON/TUE 11:30. 2:00. 4:30. 
7:00, 9:30 
WED 11:30. 2:00. 4:30 
THE LAST SAMURAI (R) 
M O N M I E 12:00. 3:15. 6:15. 
9:15 
WED 12:00. 3:15 
BAD SANTA (R) mos TUCS 
MOWTUE 9:45 
ELF (PG) 

MON/TUE 11:00, 1:15, 3:20, 
^ 5 : 2 0 . 7:45 

WED 11:00,1:15. 3:20 
C O U P O N 

t 5 20oz D R I N K 
1 t V n t \ 12 50 puictttM 
I of 46oi bsg ol buttery popcorn 

www aclalowell5.com 

w w w . a d a l o w e l l 5 . c o m 

mailto:ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com
http://www.lowelIbuyersguide.com
http://www.act.org
http://www.adalowell5.com
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Father George J. Fekete 
St. Mary Church 

O f F a i t h 

There's a story called 'The Little Prince." The Little 

Prince is an alien from another planet. One day he finds 

himself stranded on earth and he's lost and confused. One 

inhabitant on earth who helps him very much is an animal, a 

fox. Eventually a deep friendship develops between the two. 

At one point the Little Prince and the fox must go their separate 

ways. Just belore they do. the fox insists on setting the exact 

time for their next meeting. They agree on four o'clock of a 

certain day. Whe the Little Prince asks the fox why he wants 

to set the time so exactly, the fox says, "If I know you're 

coming at tour o'clock, then I'll begin to be happy at three 
o'clock." 

AREA BIRTHS 

Jason and Holly 

Feiterhoff are happy to an-

nounce the birth of their 

daughter, Lani Kay. She was 

bom on Friday, December 12, 

2003 at 6:13 p.m. at Spectrum 

Health Butterworth Campus. 

Lani weighed 7 lbs. 9 oz. and 

measured 19 1/2 inches long. 

Proud grandparents are 

Ken and Elaine Gregersen and 

Roger and Sandy Feiterhoff, 

all of Lowell. 

Great-grandparents are 

Joyce Stormzand of Lowell, 

whose birthday is also Dec. 

12, Dick Feiterhoff of Low-

ell, and Everett and Dottie 

Gregersen of Grandville. 

This Fourth Week of Advent is like that. It begins a period 

of special anticipation. Christmas is now only one day away. 

And like the fox, we are already beginning, hopefully, to feel 

happy as we prepare for the arrival of another "little prince," 

the Prince of Peace. And I wonder if our hearts aren't already 

beginning to fill up with joy. 

And the joy that fills them is the same joy that filled the 

heart of St. John the Baptist in last Sunday's Gospel (Luke 

1:39-45). It 's the joy that made him jump inside his mother's 

womb when he experienced the approach of Mary. What John 

experienced and made him jump was a powerful magnetic 

presence that he could feel with his whole being. Again, I 

wonder it it wasn't a presence thai we have experienced at rare 

moments in our lives. It was the presence of Jesus Himself. 

Besides the joy of anticipation that we are beginning to 

experience today, we are also encouraged to begin to experi-

ence the joy of anticipating Jesus' Second Coming. This is the 

joy of anticipating that day when in the words of the Book of 

Revelation, "(God) will wipe every tear from their eyes, and 

there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain." 

(Rev. 21:4). It is the joy of anticipating the day we will 

discover for ourselves what St. Paul describes so beautifully 

in this First Letter to the Corinthians, "What eye has not seen, 

and ear has not heard, and what has not entered the human 

heart, what God has prepared for those who love him." (1 Cor. 
2:9). 

This is what we want to celebrate today. This is what is 

beginning to fill our hearts with joy. Like John the Baptist in 

his mother's womb, should we not jump for joy in anticipation 

ot the birth ot Jesus, Lord, Savior. God love you. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

3 
Lani Kay Fetterhoff 

DEC. 25: Chris Woolfenden, 

Scott Shindorf, Chris Treglia, 

Jeni Clouser, Peggy Hayes, 

Star Daverman. 

DEC. 26: Margaret Gasper, 

Shay Hacker, Stephanie Peel, 

Butch Landman, Kaitlyn 

Callihan. 

DEC. 27: Helen Triplett, Mark 

Nyp, Linda Aksamitowski, 
Jay Clark. 

DEC. 28: Lisa Stormzand, 

C.J. Sokolowski, Matt Fran-

cisco. 

DEC. 29: Amanda Martin, 

Donna Baker. 

DEC. 30: Stacy Thomas, Ben 

Hodges, Kyle Triplett, Joe 

Hunt, Stacey Craig, Joshua 

Gee, Maliree Trierweiler, 

Matthew Trierweiler. 

DEC. 31: Marcie Page, Bill 

DeHaan, Charles Boerema. 

Happy Holidays 

Vows SPOKEN 

Brian and Cindy Peters 

Brian Peters and Cindy 
Kosnik were united in mar-
riage on September 20, 2003 
at the First United Methodist 
Church of Lowell. 

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORYl 

y 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

621 E. Main Street • 897-5936 

W o r s h i p Hours . . . 8 :30 & 11:00 a.m. 
S u n d a y S c h o o L . 9 : 4 5 a .m. 

DR. MICHAEL T. CONKLIN, PASTOR 
Nursery & child care available at both services 

Barrier - Free Entrance 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod) 
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21 

www.goodshepherdlowel l .org 

Sunday School/Adult Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 

Sunday Worship 10:00 A.M. 

(Nursery available) 

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307 
AH facilities are wheelchair accessible 

- FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

2275 West Main Street •897-7168 
— Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org 

Rev. Burland Margesson & Rev. W. Lee Taylor 

Wayne Haines, Youth Pastor 
~ Sun. Worship Service. .9:30 A.M. & 6.00 P.M. 

Sunday School Hour 11:00 A.M. 
AWANA/JV Wed. 6:15 & 7 P.M. 

Contjct Church 0ffic« For Prtyee Meeting Times 
Nursery Provided • Barrief Free 

10501 Settlewood • Ph 897-7185 

Sunday School 9:45 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11 A.M. 
Evening Service 6:00 P.M. 

Prayer and Praise - Wed., 7:00 P.M. 
Rev. Rick Ferguson - 987-6475 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
(Barrier-Free) 

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE 
UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:00 A.M. 
SUNDAY EVENING SERVICES 6:00 P.M 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 7:00 P.M. 
Al 215'/? W. Main, Lowell 
(entrance in rear of building) 

CALL FOR FREE HOME BIBLE STUDIES 
Pastor Robert L. Hubbard 

Phone: (616) 897-1267 
website www.aplighthouse.com 

ALTON BIBLE CHURCH 
Lincoln Lake Ave. at 3 Mile Road 

897-5648 
Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M. 
Evening Praise 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday AWANA 7:00 P.M. 

(Sept. - April) 
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 P.M. 

Pastor Ken Ford (Home) 897-6418 
YOU ARE WELCOME! 

0**UH 1 I Y CHuRC 

Contemporary S e r v i c e s 
Lowell High School Auditorium 
(Nursery & Children's Ministry Provided) 

Sunday Mornings 10 AM 
Impact Youth (Sunday 'sanhe Payor ' s home) . .5 PM 

Phone us @ 897-0333 or 437-5093 
Call for a free CD Service Sample 

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER 
(Assembly of God) 

3050 Aiden Nash S.E.* 897-1100 •Staffed Nursery 
Robert W. Holmes, Senior Pastor 

Dave Noonon, Asst. Pastor 
Stacy Holmes, College & Twenties 

Brian Baber, Youth Pastor 
SUNDAYS: 

Worship: 9:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 
WEDNESDAYS: 

Family Night: (For All Ages) 7 p.m. 
Generation Jacob Youth: 7 p.m. 

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 

201 N. Washington • 897-8800 
Sunday School 9:45 A.M. 
Morning Worship 10:50 A.M. 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM. 
Wednesday Family Ministry 7:00 P.M. 

PASTOR TIM DESHAW 
Staffed Nursery Provided 

Barrier-Free Entrance 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

(United Church of Christ) 
404 North Hudson • 897-5906 

Worship and Church School 10:00 A.M. 
Dr. Roger LaWarre Pastor 
Megan MacNaughton Music Director 
Barrier-Free Nursery Provided 

Come Join Us For Praise A Worship 

Parents of the bride art-
Leonard and Ruth Kosnik of 
Lowell. Parents of the groom 
are Don Peters of Wayland, 
and Betty Biggs of Mecosta 
County. 

A reception immediately 
fo l lowed the wedding at 
Duba's of Grand Rapids. The 
newlyweds celebrated their 
honeymoon at the Grand Can-
yon in Arizona. 

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL 
Rev. William J. Renkema - 897-7060 

1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml 
Morning Worship 10:00 A. M. 
Sunday School 11:20 A.M. 
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free 

ST. MARY'S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Fr George J. Fekete 

402 Amity St.-897-9820 
www.stmary-lowell.com 

Weekend Masses: Sat. 5 p m ; Sun. 9:30 a m 

Weekday Masses: 7:45 am 

Holy Day Masses: 9 a m & 7 pm 

Saturday confessions: 10-10:30 a m 

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:15 am - 8 pm 

RBJGIOUS EDUOTBN, OtDREN TO «UTS • CALL BREfCA KROUG 897-7915 
SEE LOWELL CABLE CH. 49, EWTh FOR 24 HP. CAJWUC BfiOAKASWC 

BIBLE BELIEVERS CHURCH 
901 W. Main St.-616-485-4195 

(Across from Vennen dealership) 

Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 
AM Service 11:00 A.M. 
PM Service 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:30 P.M. 

Solid teaching and preaching 
where the Bible is 
the final authority. 

WHAT? 
NEXT I 
Laid Off? 

Retiring 
Soon? 

Between 
Jobs? 

Explore your 

Retirement Plan / 

Health Insurance 

options! 

Call for your free 

consultation 

233-8146 
TODAY! 

J I M DECENZO 

y 
N E W ENGLAND FINANCIAL" 

Th«Tf»di Ctntar 
50 Lou*, NW. Suit* 400 

Q m d Rapkfc. Mcttgm 49503-2033 
T (616) 45«-1434 F (616) 456-6007 

T (BOO) 44?-ft464 
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cozy corner 
by Roger Brown 

I ducked into a local store one day last week. I was in search 

of a hard to find gizmo for a whatchamacallit. That sounds 

pretty vague because it was intended to be. Describing some-

thing like this gizmo in print is far too difficult. You have to be, 

"live and in person" to describe this gizmo and the 

whatchamacallit it attaches to. Like giving street directions, 

hand gestures are essential to describing a gizmo. 

I was in luck. Don, the owner of the store, was there and 

able to understand my description. Better still, he had what I 
was looking for. 

Things were quiet at this little store, so Don and I struck 

up a conversation. We know each other a little bit. During our 

chat, he mentioned riding his bicycle. I asked if he rode for 

grins or for exercise. Don is a big guy and about my age. It was 

a loaded question. Being big and fiftyish means you're prob-

ably starting to pay for all that football and construction work 

from your youth. 

Sure enough, Don has a regular regimen on his bicycle to 

keep a few pounds away, stay limber and be able to buy his 

pants in a regular store .. . not a canvas shop. 

When it came to my turn in the discussion, 1 mentioned that 

I try to get in a brisk three-mile walk every morning with the 

dogs. I added that I'm so stiff and sore in the morning I can 

barely make it to the kitchen to make coffee. After my walk I'm 

pretty good for the rest of the day. 
Don said he used to run regularly, but his knees gave out. 

So, he reverted to walking for exercise, until his feet gave out. 

Now he rides his bike. 

I asked about his feet. Turns out he has the same problem 

as me. He has a big body pounding down on a high arch that 

resulted in heel spurs. The doctors call it plantar something-

or-other. The next thing you know, we're comparing notes on 

our aching feel. 

I told Don about the ski boot contraption a doctor sold me. 

I was supposed to wear it in bed at night to keep the arch 

stretched. All it did was keep me awake. That was a few 

hundred bucks down the drain. 

Don one-upped me with a story about a podiatrist and his 

thousands of dollars wrapped up in office visits. X-rays, 

custom shoe inserts, shots,treatments, etc. He's still riding his 

bike because it hurts too much to walk. 

During Don's diatribe about his podiatrist, another cus-

tomer overheard us and jumped in. Same deal... he was over 

six feet tall, over two hundred pounds and over fifty years old. 

We should start a fraternity, "Phi Biga Old Guy." 

The new guy in the discussion had done it all, doctors, 

podiatrists, physical therapists, voodoo, etc. We're all laugh-

ing, joking and pulling off our shoes to compare arch support 

inserts. We were having a high old time. In the old days the 

topic would have been girls, or sports, or girls. Now it is arch 

supports. Pretty sad. 

Don showed off his high priced custom podiatry specials. 

I whipped out my current favorites, some Dr. Scholl's brand 

things I found at the drugstore. The new guy showed off his 

El Cheapo's from a discount store. "Four bucks, and they 

work better than anything I've tried," he said. Don and I were 

very impressed. 

We finally got down to taking care of business. The new 

guy left with his doo-dad purchase and limped to his car. Don 

and I weren't so impressed with his cheap inserts after 

watching the guy walk. I paid for my gizmo, and hobbled out 

the door. And, I'm sure Don continued to gimp around the 

store, stocking the shelves with more thing-a-ma-jigs. 
Merry Christmas everybody! 

t ' 
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By Prise ilia Lussmeyer 

T o THE EDITOR 

To the Editor: 

A generous lady who prefers to remain anonymous 

donated her violin to the 6th grade string class at Lowell 

Middle School last week. She came to the office and offered 

her violin saying she doesn't use it anymore and had heard 

that the new siring program could make good use of it. 

Dear lady, your instrument was in perfect condition 

needing only new strings and a bow, has a very lovely and 

bright tone and arrived just in time to fill a need. One of our 

students has outgrown her 3/4 size violin and is already using 

yours until she and her family are able to purchase one of her 

own. It will be passed along from student to student or used as 

a demonstration instrument by the teacher and be a treasured 

part of our program for the future-our very first school-owned 

violin. What a generous gift! Christmas came early to Lowell 

Strings! 

Lowell Middle School 6th grade string class; 

Marti DeYoung,teacher; 

Linda Warren, principal; 

Shari Miller, school superintendent 

W i t h D r S ' P a u l J i m L a n9 
n V M 1 1 1 1 Wayne A. Christenson 111 & John G. Meier 

GESTATIONAL DIABETES 

(DIABETES OF PREGNANCY) 

Gestational diabetes is a kind of diabetes some women 

may get with pregnancy. If a woman gets gestational diabetes, 

her body cannot use glucose (blood sugar) the way it is 

supposed to; therefore too much sugar stays in the blood. If you 

have gestational diabetes, you might be able to control your 

blood sugar levels with exercise and a healthy diet - in worse 

cases, insulin shots are needed to keep the sugar levels in the 

normal range. 
A healthy diet can help protect you and your baby from 

gestational diabetes. For most pregnant women, a normal diet 

consists of 2200 to 2500 calories per day. If you are overweight 

before you get pregnant, you will need lewer calories than 

other women. It is very important to pay attention to what you 

eat, and when you eat it. 

If you are diagnosed by your doctor as having gestational 

diabetes, you will be instructed in adhering to a certain diet. 

Foods to avoid include: potatoe chips, candy bars, doughnuts, 

most junk foods. Don't drink regular (non-diet) pop because it 

is too high in sugar. Avoid fast foods, fried toods and whole 

milk. 
If diet and exercise do not control your sugars adequately, 

your doctor may start you on insulin. Well controlled gesta-

tional diabetes usually does not adversely affect you or your 

baby, and does not mean that someday you will develop 

regular diabetes. 

Letters, Letters, Letters... 
The Lowell Ledger welcomes all,> Letters to the Editor'' 

for publication on its "Viewpoint" page. Letters can be 

typed or written. However, we ask that they do not exceed 

250 words. 

"Letters to the Editor" should be sent to the Lowell 

Ledger, 105N. Broadway, P.O. Box 128, Lowell, Ml49331 

or emailed to: ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com. Letters 

must he signed and please include a phone number when 

emailing. Editing may be necessary for space, clarity and to 

avoid obscenity, libel or invasion of privacy. 

The Lowell Ledger thanks you in advance for your 

cooperation. 

(Ledger Entries 
| of125,100, 75,50 and 25 years ago 

125 YEARS THE WEEKLY JOURNAL 
DECEMBER 25,1878 

Watch out for counterfeit silver dollars. 
Miss Mary Owen of Lowell has accepted a position as 

teacher at Saranac High School. 
Prof. Strassburg and Son are teaching a gentleman's class 

and starting a ladies' class, to be combined later when all know 
the plain and three-step glides being taught. 

Prof. J.B.Steers of Michigan University will deliver his 
lecture on the Upper Amazon at the South Boston Grange on 
Monday. 

Another undisclosed company has offered to finish con-
struction of the Kalamazoo Lowell and Northern Michigan 
Railway. 

100 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER 
DECEMBER 24,1903 

St. Louis is working on permanent buildings on the 1,240 
acres chosen for the Worlds Fair. Main buildings are called 
"exhibit palaces." 

A pile of blankets in front of Ruben & Co. dry goods store 
is damaged by a carelessly tossed cigar butt; they are having 
a fire sale. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission calls for regula-
tion of railroads to make them safer. 'The slaughter of passen-
gers is disgraceful." 

Local news: Mrs. E.D. Yeiter of Seeley Comers received 
over $100 for her flock of turkeys. 

With the first Ledger issue this year on Jan. 1 and the last 
on Dec. 31, subscribers got 53 issues for their subscription 

year. 

75 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER 
AND THE ALTO SOLO DECEMBER 27, 1928 

Ola English, daughter of editor Frank Johnson and his 
wife Myrtilla, dies on Christmas day. 

The Santa Claus Girls and the Cheerful Doers distribute 

gifts to 57 families. 
The Sunday Herald recommends the "no speed limit" law 

in the same issue as the death of Frank Lockard in his "Dream 

Car" crash at 215 mph. 
Prof. Shapley of Harvard Observatory says the center of 

the universe is located in the constellation Sagittarius. 
Flu is making the rounds. 

50 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER 
DECEMBER 24,1953 

A note in Along Main Street reminds parents that they may 
be liable to pay for a child's vandalism on public property, up 

to S300. 
The first 100 kids arriving at the Ledger office Thursday 

morning will receive a Newell Mfg. Co. Airfire gun. 
The projected Agricultural School in the Alto-Clarksville-

Freeport area would have an enrollment of about 900 students. 
There were 700 children who attended last Saturday's 

Christmas party at the Strand Theatre. 
Winter made its entrance on Dec. 21 with light rain turning 

to considerable snow and very slippery roads. 

25 YEAR THE GRAND VALLEY LEDGER 
DECEMBER 27,1978 

Bids for relocation of Thornapple River Dr. and the 2400-
foot extension of the east runway at Grand Rapids Airport are 
out. Numerous articles about Christmas preparations include 
the Plant of the Week: Christmas Pepper. 

It's not too soon to sign up for College Week at MSU next 
June, for a choice of 50 classes and even some dormitory life. 

Examination of plants for available hydrocarbons goes on 
in the wake of fuel scarcity. The new science is called 

"Botano-Chemicals." 
Grand Valley State University starts a half-million-dollar 

campaign to build a new football-track field on the site of the 
old one. 

http://www.goodshepherdlowell.org
http://www.fbclowell.org
http://www.aplighthouse.com
http://www.stmary-lowell.com
mailto:ledger@lowellbuyersguide.com
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Contract talks back on schedule for LAS teachers & support staff 
By Dan Schneider 

Mediation resumed last 

Wednesday in the contract 

dispute between the Lowell 

Area Schools district and 

teachers and support staff. 

Talks had been delayed since 

Oct. 20 while the district 

waited for the state legisla-

ture to make its budget deci-

sions regarding school fund-

ing. 

Talk at the mediation ses-

sion focused on contract-lan-

guage issues. "We cleaned up 

a lot of the language issues," 

LEA pres ident , Doranne 

Truax said last Thursday. "1 

feel really good about the bar-

gaining we did last night." 

LAS assistant superinten-

dent for finance and person-

nel, Connie Gillette called the 

mediation "uneventful." 

"We reached a couple of 

tentative agreements on some 

minor language i ssues ," 

Gillette said. She described 

the tenor of the mediation as 

"cordial, not confrontational 

at all." 

Progress on the language 

issues included an agreement 

on two-days notice for per-

sonal leave, and tentative 

agreements regarding substi-

tute teacher pay rales, funds 

available for class reimburse-

ment, and language involving 

layoffs and recall. 

The slate funding issues 

remained unresolved by the 

time of the mediation. There-

fore, the discussion was un-

able to address the major is-

sues that stand in the way of 

settling the contract. The dis-

trict needs a clear idea of the 

slate funding picture to in-

form its proposals regarding 

salary and health insurance 

payments. 

"Our offer is based upon 

what we had at the beginning 

of the year and depending on 

what happens at the stale level, 

that could change signifi-

cantly," Gillette said. 

For the first lime in lhe 

course of contract negotia-

tions, a member of the LAS 

board of education attended 

the mediation. Board of edu-

cation secretary, Pat Nugent 

volunteered to attend the ses-

sion. 

Nugent said the board 

trusts Gillette and its lawyer, 

Don Bonalo, lo make deci-

sions in the negotiations but 

wanted a more personal view 

of ihe proceedings. 

"We were a little con-

cerned about what the situa-

tion was like so we decided it 

was time to have one of us 

attend," he said. 

The mediations are set to 

resume a more regular sched-

ule. There are two sessions 

scheduled for January on the 

7th and 14th. 

Donna Waiter 
M . A . . L L P 

Rev. Bob Baird Ka lh ryn D e n H o u t e r 
M.S.W. " Ph. D. 

SELF-ESTEEM: 

The most important gift you can give your child 

In order for parents to ensure that children will be respon-

sible for their education, leisure time and overall well-being, 

parents need to foster a sense of positive self-esteem. Dr. 

Robert Brooks of Harvard, assistant professor of psychology, 

says that children will have a greater sense of self-esteem if 

they feel a sense of ownership and responsibility for their 

experiences. It is important to the success of the child to have 

a personal vested interest in their activities. 

Dr. Brooks gives three lips on helping to foster positive 

self-esteem in children:!, freedom to make mistakes; 2. mak-

ing a contribution; and 3. having a choice. 

Dr. Brooks believes one roadblock to feeling vested is not 

having the freedom to make mistakes. He wishes that parents 

and teachers would admit making mistakes to students and 

would talk about the nature of making mistakes lo them. 

According to Dr. Brooks, it is important for children to know 

that most individuals have fear in regard lo making mistakes. 

Fear interferes w ith emotional development and decreases our 

desire to try new activities. We can dialogue with children by 

asking such questions as "Should we insult and make fun of 

people when they make mistakes?" It is quite likely that most 

children will respond "no" to this question. An open discus-

sion of their fears can leach children that mistakes are a normal 

part of learning. 

Children who have a strong sense of self-esteem seem lo 

understand that mistakes are experiences lo learn from rather 

than lo be defeated by. If children do not view mistakes as 

events lo be learned from, they often feel helpless. The feeling 

of helplessness can lead to becoming the class clown, being a 

bully, or to self-destructive behavior. 

Self-esteem originates from feeling valued. Initially feel-

ing valued comes from outside of ourselves but after being 

successful in different situations and being affirmed by others. 

self-esteem will become internalized. Many children and 

adolescents feel they are not competent. Dr. Brooks says, "1 

believe every child in the world has al least one small island of 

competency, one area which can serve as a source of pride." 

Finding that island of competency and offering ways for 

children lo contribute can help them build self-esteem. The 

feeling that one is making a contribution is very powerful. A 

child's life can be dramatically changed if adults can help the 

child see their own talents and use the child's strengths as a way 

to overcome weaker areas. 

Dr. Brooks' third strategy suggests giving choices to 

children. He points out that anything can be a choice or a 

decision. If children are given choices, they are usually more 

willing to try harder. Real choices appropriate to children's 

ages permit them to experiment, make mistakes, and learn in 

nonthreatening situations. 

If the child feels capable in certain situations and is 

successful, then the child is willing to try more new activities. 

Each success leads to stronger self-confidence and higher self-

esteem. 

Personally Vm always ready to learn, although I do not always like being taught. 

-Winston Churchi l l 

Pontiac • CMC • Cadillac 

2004 GMC ENVOY 4x4 
Loaded, power windows/locks/mirrors 

s i r $ 2 1 7 r * 3 4 2 Stk #44030 

Stk #24100 

•24-month/12.000 per year lease. Includes U.A.W. 
certificate. St ,000 cash down. Plus tax, title and 
transfer. 1st payment and security deposit. 

2004 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX GT 
3800 engine, loaded, aluminum wheels 

C M S § J i P " 

275 
24 Month 
Lease! 

i c , l u c i u e u , d i u i i i i i i u i 

159 Non-GM 
per $< 
mo. 

u&l 
7 

'U-L\ 

'02 GMC Reg. Cab 
#44078A. Long bo*. V-6 

*9,995 
*01 Pont. Grand Prix 

#3068.38.000 m«ie3,V-6. loaded 

*9,995 
*60 GMC Sierra 

#44035A. bt cab. 4x4.350 V-S, 2500 

*4,995 

f02 Bulck Rendezvous 
#24024A. CXL. AWD, ready tor winter' 

•17,995 
Used vehic le price plus tax. t i t le and transfer 

'01 Chevy Venture 
#3066.7 passenger, V-6 

'8,995 

k J o h n a 

Decker 

Chevy Blazer 
#23159A 4 door, 4x4. loaded, LS pkg., 44k mfcs 

*12,995 

mm tMl 
O H V I C 

ift ifc Wi bvim i>W 

SALES HOURS: i • • SERVICE HOURS: 
Mon. & Wed. 9-8 I d r i i i 1 ; i l U ^ Monday 

Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 7:30am - 8:00pm 

9am - 6pm 1251S. STATE RD., IONIA • 616 527-2000 Tuesday thru Friday 
Saturday 9am - 3pm 7:30am - 5:30pm 

P r e e c h o o l e i m e 
TUESDAY &THURSDA V 

afternoons 12:30 - 3;00 p.m. 

Franciscan Life Process Center 

Call 897-7842 to enroll your child where he or she will; 

• explore a variety of wel l -equipped learning 
centers that o f fe r pretend play, blocks, table 
games, discovery, art and books 

• enjoy science, art and nature experiences, as well 
as sing-a-longs and storytel l ing 

• develop and expand language, thinking and 
problem solving skills at his or her o w n pace 

Franciscan Life Process Center, 11650 Downes Street, Lowell 

COMPLETE FAMILY DENTAL CARE 
Accepting New Patients 

/ 

"Gentle & Painless 
Dentistry Is Our Goal" 

C O M P L E T E S E R V I C E S : 
Genlle Dentistry for Children & Adults 
Immediate Emergency Treatment 
Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening 
Preventive Care 
Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired 
Dentures (Same Day Repair) 
Insurance Plans Accepted 
Day & Evening Hours: 

Monday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Judd T. Carroll, D.M.D. 
103 East Main • Lowell, IVIichigan 

( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 7 5 9 5 

ALONG 
II 

' 

LOWELL CABLE TV PRESENTS... 

The First United Methodist Church Christmas Cantata on 

Channel 20: Wednesday, Dec. 24,5 p.m.; Thursday, Dec. 25, 

noon; Friday, Dec. 26,7 p.m.; and Saturday, Dec. 27,11 a.m. 

LAST MINUTE GIFT 
Entertainment Books are available at Hahn Hardware and 

Huntington Bank, or by calling Marj (897-8107). Sponsored 

by Lowell Women's Club, to benefit LHS senior girls schol-
arship fund. 

Character in Action awards 

i 

rOOTB̂  
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CHRISTMAS TREE SHREDDING 

The Wittenbach Center will offer a community event on 

Saturday, Jan. 3. Christmas tree shredding from 12-4 p.m. 

(pick up available in city/Eastgate, 897-1355); also a luminary 

walk from 4-6 p.m. (snowshoes available for rent). Live music 

by Lowell String Ensemble. 

FAST PITCH CLINIC 

The LHS Softball coaches will hold a fast pitch clinic at 

Riverside gym for girls interested in becoming a softball 

pitcher. Grades 6 and under at 6 p.m.; grades 7-8,7 p.m. Dates: 

Jan. 8 ,15 ,22 ,29 & Feb. 5 ,12 ,19 and 26. Cost: $30, includes 

T-shirt. Pick up applications at Lowell Middle School, Cherry 

Creek, Alto and Bushnell elementaries. Call Bob Rodenhouse 

at 897-4125 (school) or 245-4596. 

MURRAY LAKE 

SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 

All community members are invited to an open house for 

the new Murray Lake Elementary School (comer of Alden 

Nash NE & Lally) on Saturday, Jan. 17 from 1-3 p.m. Hosts 

include some of the future Murray Lake teachers and Family 

Links (Parent Club) members. 

Pictured are Cherry Creek's Character in Action award recipients: front row:Michelle Griffioen, Mary 
I hielking, Lauren Blanchard, Kelvin Anderson, Makela Chapman, Shelby Antel, Delainey Ferguson and Erin 
Duma; second row: Jack Dues, Derek Bitterman, Grant Noskey, Nora Edwards, Licia Feuerstein, Jessica 
Alberts, Conner Acker and Danny Cowden; third row: Shawn Dulin, Chase Treglia, Tyler Collins, Kyle Rogers, 
Tory Abel, Jocelyn Fongers and Bravot Morris; back row: Griffen Brenk, Adam Hubert, Ryan VanHeulen, 
Krysta Jankowski and Hailey Duram. Missing from picture: Sam Whaley and Valdete Selimi. 

Pictured at right is Ryan Den Braven who was awarded this month's Meijer Dignity and Respect Award. 
Ryan DenBraven 

Make the right move 
with an Accredited 
Buyer's Representative 

McDonald's helps skiers "Discover" Michigan 
McDonald's restaurants 

and 20 ski areas throughout 

the state are partnering to of-
fer a program, "Discover 

Michigan Skiing" that pro-

vides customers an opportu-

nity to ski and snowboard at 

discounted prices. 

Customers can now pick 

up a Discover Michigan Ski-

ing Value Vouchcr at partici-

pating McDonald's, includ-

ing Lowell, which can be re-

deemed for affordable "leam-

to - sk i " or " learn- to-

snowboard" packages. The 

costs for downhill or cross-

country ski packages are S30 

(adults) and $20 (children ages 

seven to 14); snowboard pack-

ages are $40 (ages 10 and 

older). The vouchers, good 

from Jan. 5 - Jan. 31, list the 
ski areas offering the program. 

Participants choose the place 

they wish to visit and then call 

to pre-register. 

The program is designed 

to give beginners a proper in-

troduction to skiing, said 

Mickey Mac Williams, execu-

tive director of the Michigan 

Snowsports Industries Asso-

ciation, which represents the 

ski industry in a number of 

programs, including Discover 

Michigan Skiing. 

Participating ski areas in-

clude: Boyne Mountain in 

Boyne Falls, Caberfae Peaks 

in Cadillac, Cannonsburg, Mt. 

Holiday in Traverse City, 
Nubs Nob in Harbor Springs, 

V 6095-28th Street Ste. 4 

^ Grand Rapids. Ml 

V 49546 -940 -8181 
V 

Pando Winter Sports Park in For more information go 

Rockford and Shanty Creek in to www.goskimichigan.com 
Bellaire, to name a few. 

YOU ALWAYS PROTECT 
THE ONES YOU LOVE 

The security of life insuronce, the smiles of 

your children, the help of your Form Bureou 

Insuronce ogent. The best things in life 

ore reolly pretty simple. Coll todoy 

Mdking Your Future More Predictable 

m g m F A R M B U R E A U 
m m . I N S U R A N C E 
FAPM BUREAU MUTUAL. . FARM BUREAU LIFE • FARM BUREAU GENERAL 

wwwlarmbureauinsurance-mi.com 

Inspections. Negotiations. 
Surveys. Contracts. 
Creative Financing. 

More goes into buying a home 
than you may think. Ned Miller, 
a REALT0RI) who is an ABR® 
knows what it takes to save you 

time and money. 

Expect the best in 

real estate service! 

Call N E D M I L L E R 
(616) 890-9491 

ABR, CRS, GRJ. SRES 

AJ S Realty 
(616)957-1680 
44B8 Cascade Road, 
Grand Rapids, Ml 

You're Approved! 
Only $30/Month 
For the Whole Family 

Federal Chamber of Commerce 

American Benefit Services 
Call: 1-(866) 227 (ABS)-9026 TOLL FREE 1-(616)-485-0391 CELL 

Medical • Up to 50% savings NO... 
Prescriptions - Up to 50% savings Wailing periods 

Dental - Up to 65% savings Ewlusion. 
Vision - Up to 65% savings Age Limits 
Legal - Up to 30% savings P re -ex i s l i ng c o n d i t i o n s 

Business - Up to 40% savings NC 
Travel • Up to 50% savings 

Robef1-ABS@comcast .net w w w . A M E R I C A N B E N E F M ^ E R V I C E ^ 

IN ONE VISIT 

C E n T E R C O U R T 

npflRTmenTS 
n n i c e P L n c e T O U u e 

1 & 2 Bedrooms. 

Small pets welcome, senior discounts, free 

carport, on-site manager & maintenance. 

Close to schools, shopping & dining. 

Located on a side s ' reet, 

nicely landscaped and quiet. 

Please call: Patti or Nick at 897-0099, 
or just stop by. 

r. 219 N. Center Apt. A • Lowell, Ml 49331 

...SIMPLE! 
"If I had known it would be this easy, I wouldn't 

have put off getting a crown for so long. One visit 

and it was done. The crown fits and looks great. 

I have my smile back...simple!" 

Famili) DentistpL) of Lowell 
- ANN WILSON, D.D.S. -

Tel. 897-4835 • 147 North Center Street • Lowell 
Ap A ' 

# 9 Y J f J - J » K K >» * « W A l i t , 

http://www.goskimichigan.com
mailto:Robef1-ABS@comcast.net
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Financial Focus 
EdwardJones 

S e r v i n g Ind iv idua l I n v e s t o r s S i n c e 187! 

With Christopher C. Godbold 

401(K) LOANS CAN BE 

COSTLY TO YOUR FUTURE 

If you work for a company thai offers a 401(k), consider 

yourself fortunate. A 401 (k) offers lax-deferred earnings growth, 

the ability to make pre-tax contributions and a variety of 

investment choices. Your 401(k) may also offer a loan 

feature-but you may want to think twice before using it. 

At first glance, a 401(k) loan may sound appealing. After 

all, you're only borrowing from yourself, and you can make 

repayments gradually. Furthermore, the rate on most 401(k) 

loans is quite competitive. And you can usually borrow up to 

$50,000 or half the balance of your account, whichever is 

smaller. You typically have five years to repay your loan: if 

you've taken the money out to purchase a home, however, you 

may have up to 30 years. 

So given these inducements to taking out a 401(k) loan, 

you might be tempted to call up your employee benefits office 

if you're in need of cash. On the other hand, there are some 

major disadvantages to borrowing from your 401(k). Let's 

look at them: 

• You'll use "after-tax" dollars to repay loan - Your401 (k) 

contributions are typically made with pre-tax dollars, resulting 

in a lower taxable income for you. But when you repay a 401 (k) 

loan, you're using after-tax dollars, so you gel no lax break. 

Also, those dollars will be taxed again when you eventually 

withdraw them for retirement. Consequently, you'll pay taxes 

two times on ihe money you use to pay back your loan - and this 

double taxation can greatly inflate the cost of borrowing from 

your 40l(k). 

• You must pay the loan back quickly upon leaving job -

When you lake out a 40l(k) loan, you may plan on staying in 

your job for a long time. But things can change. You may find 

another career opportunity you want to pursue, or you may face 

a layoff. If you leave your job voluntarily or involuntarily, 

you'll need to repay your 40l(k) loan completely, usually 

within 60 days. If you can't, the balance will be considered a 

taxable distribution-and you may even have to pay a 10 

percent penalty on it. 

• You'll slow progress toward your retirement goals-

Possibly the most important reason to avoid taking out a 

401(k) loan is that such a loan can reduce the funds you'll 

eventually have for retirement; the money you borrow does 

not have the opportunity to grow. While it's true that you will 

eventually pay the loan back, you will have taken some money 

out of the market-possibly out of a bull market. Even worse, 

you could find it prohibitively expensive to both pay back 

your loan and add new dollars to your 401 (k), causing you to 

temporarily cut back, or eliminate, your contributions. 

Clearly, you've got some real issues to consider before 

borrowing from your 401 (k). In fact, you may want to consider 

some alternatives. You can probably find a low-rate home 

equity loan, and your interest payments may be tax-deduct-

ible. (Keep in mind, though, that you are using your house as 

collateral.) 

In any case, think long and hard before tapping into your 

401(k). This plan was created for one reason-to help you save 

for retirement. That's a worthy goal to preserve. 

Flat River Snowmobile Club 
check to help with restoration 

Bradley Potter, treasurer of the Flat River 

Snowmobile Club, hands a check to Judy Strauh, 

director of the Lowell Area Historical Museum. 

The snowmobile club donated $1,000 to the 

museum for the purchase of a gaming table. 

The table will go in the Victorian parlor once 

restoration of the east half of the Graham house 

is complete. Work has been underway since 

August to restore the space to create two rooms 

for changing exhibits in addition to a period-

accurate dining room and parlor. 

In the 1870s, when the Graham house was 

built, houses typically had gaming tables in their 

parlors on which card games, chess and checkers 

were played. The snowmobile club, being a rec-

reational club, felt this would be an appropriate 

item to sponsor for the museum. The museum 

has not yet found such a table to purchase. 

The Flat River Snowmobile Club is going out 

of business due to lack of membership. Since it is 

a nonprofit organization, the club is donating its 

assets to charitable causes in the area. 

o 
Show Us Your Smile! 

DECEMBER SMILE OF THE MONTH: 

NAME: Jasmine Peters 

AGE: 5 years old 

BIRTHDAY 12/8/98 

HOBBIES Playing with her dolls, 

singing and coloring 
She receives i prix 
for his great checkup, 

December "No Cavities" Club Members 

o 

Jeremy Bergin 

Nicole Hough 

Jeffrey Waltz 

Kyle Mankel 

Dylan Mankel 

Kelsey Mankel 

Amanda Waltz 

Kaleigh Vankeulen 

Brooke Sitzer 

Rebekah Conklin 

Matthew Schuitema 

Sara Schuitema 

Jasmine Peters 

Trenton Zambrano 

Allison Roth 

Megan Ruid 

O 

FAMILY DENTISTRY 
Ann Wilson, D.D.S. 

New Patients Welcome! 
147 N. Center St. • Lowell, MI 49331 

897-4835 

v f f . W j 

N. 14-

M 

N . - l - Cw <v 

d 

Have you found what you are looking for this 

Christmas season? 

d-ibysiXrhAt S\/e, 

Join us Christmas Eve as we take a look at the 

unexpected arrival and reign of a King! 

Wednesday, December 24 

Contemporary Services at 

5:30pm and 7:00pm 

for the whole family. 

Vergennes 

IMPACT X 
N . Hudson 

FulIon/M-21 

Lowell 
x ^ G r a n d River 

N M-50 

t 

1-96 Exit 52 

1070 N. Hudson 
Lowell, MI 49331 

(616) 897-8304 
Struckmeyer 123 @ aol .com 
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2003 Year in Review 
JANUARY 1,2003 

Lowell Area Education 

Foundation will hold a ben-

efit fundraiser at the new Flat 

River Grill the evenings of 

Jan. 7-9. 

"Our five-point mission 

focuses on enhancing and be-

ing an asset to the commu-

ni ty ." expla ined Greg 

Gilmore. chief executive and 

president of Gilmore Enter-

prises. "We try to do things 

ompson, vice chairman for 

fundraising. 

• • • 

VergennesTownship will 

begin the new year tackling 

changes to its home based 

business ordinance. 

The changes will be dis-

cussed at the Vergennes 

Township Planning Commis-

sion. 

The proposed changes 

will require a zoning compli-

early December. 

Lowell Middle School 

and Cherry Creek Elementary 

students will recognize Mork 

as a district kitchen and play-

ground employee. 

JANUARY 15,2003 

Authorities are close to 

making arrests of subjects in-

volved in the rash of breaking 

and entering cases which have 

occurred within the past sev-

% 
V 

the many Americans who have 

preceded him. 

T w o weeks ago, 

Stoutjesdyk, a U.S. Army spe-

cialist in motor transportation, 

was placed on high alert. 

The Lowell High School 

security officer is familiar with 

the routine. He has seen 18 

fellow soldiers from his unit 

get reassigned. 

"They have been sent to 

Africa, Germany and Iraq and 

a number of other places," 

Stoutjesdyk said. 

A call would mean 

Stoutjesdyk would be away 

for nine months to two years. 

As a motor transportation 

specialist, his job would be to 

transport fuel and ammuni-

tion. 
• • 

Troy Gillan as the gentleman caller, Jim and Lara Vanderheiden as the daughter, 
Laura, make up half the cast of the Thebes Players' production of "The Glass Menagerie" 
by Tennessee Williams. 

With increasing numbers, 

now more than ever before, 

school improvement and staff 

development at Lowel l ' s 

Unity High School are im-

perative. 

Currently there are 75 stu-

dents enrolled during the day 

and 20 night class residents. 

Half of the Unity High 

School graduates (25) last year 

went on to college, according 

lo Marleen Heemstra. 

The director, along with 

Tonya Sandborn, science/life 

skills instructor and Darla 

Palmer, language arts teacher, 

present the school improve-

ment and professional devel-

opment plans to the board of 

education. 

JANUARY 22,2003 

Gov.JenniferGranholm's 

cuts in school funding stand 

to cost the Lowell School Dis-

trict $261,000. 

That will likely stand un-

less legislators respond with 

an alternative plan within 30 

days that the governor will 

sign. 

In December, Lowell as-

sistant superintendent to fi-

nance and personnel, Connie 

Gillette presented a budget 

which reflected deficit spend-

ing in the amount of S314,000. 

Lowell currently har-

nesses a $3.4 million fund 

balance. The amount is miti-

gated when one learns it cost 

$2.2-$2.5 million a month to 

run the district. 

Of that fund balance total, 

$300,000 is reserved for the 

new buildings and $150,000 

for curriculum. 

• • • 

Lowell Middle School 

eighth-graders may not spend 

a R-l-C-H-R 20 minutes dur-

ing their school day than when 

in their morning contact pe-

riod. 

Through the guidance of 

Lynn Rocca, eighth-graders 

are participating in an activity 

called "Contact Olympics." 

The charge is to help stu-

dents make a connection be-

tween the language of the com-

munity character traits and the 

behaviors. 

• • 

Greg Gilmore, chief ex-

ecut ive and president of 

Gilmore Enterprises, talked to 

everyone who took part in the 

three-night pre-opening Flat 

River Grill fundraiser. 

The Lowell Area Educa-

tion Foundation can ' t say 

enough about Gilmore's gen-

erosity and support of its edu-

cational endeavors. 

The event raised $5,150 

toward the foundation's goal 

in providing funds and re-

sources for enhanced pro-

grams and innovative learn-

ing. 

The mid-week event al-

lowed 150 patrons to gel a 

sneak-peak and taste of the 

menu offered by the Flat River 

Grill. 

for organizations throughout 

the community but really look 

for things pertaining to chil-

dren and education." 

Every dollar raised for the 

foundation will be used to-

ward activity work for chil-

dren in the Lowell School Dis-

trict. "There are no adminis-

trative costs," said Dave Th-

ance permit instead of a spe-

cial use permit. 

Janine Mork is the newest 

smiling face at Vergennes 

Township Hall. 

Mork began her role as 

the township receptionist in 

Sarah Cyrocki 
Mr. Jacobus 

Cherry Creek Elementary 

Ben Berlin 
Mrs. Vezino 

St. Patrick School 

eral months. 

There have been seven 

such crimes in both the resi-

dential and business areas 

from Alto lo Greenville. 

Lowell Area Police De-

partment investigator, James 

Hinton, working in coopera-

tion with the Kent County 

Sheriff's Department, Ionia 

County Sheriffs Department 

and the Michigan Slate Po-

lice post in Ionia, said police 

believe all seven cases involve 

the same multiple subjects. 

• • • 

I t ' s a call Jason 

Stoutjesdyk would prefer not 

to get, but it's a call he will 

answer with the pride, strength 

and love for his country like 

Lowell High School business students took home awards from the Business Profes-
sionals of AmericaRegional Workplace Skills Assessment competition. 

O CD O O 

I l /•r'vvl 1 r 

LOWELL VISION CENTER 
David Durkee, O.D. F.A.A.O. 

Heidi Gordon, O.D. 
2186 W. Main, Lowell • 897-2020 

/ / 

Kylee Carlson 
Mrs. Young 

Cherry Creek Elementary 

rBrmda's 
Hair 'Design 

Kallie Holzhueter 
Mrs. Young 

Cherry Creek Elementary 

1002 W. Main, Lowell 
Ph. 897-7131 

P r o v i d i n g students with a 

clear idea and vision of the 

career they want to pursue is 

the task of Lowell's "School 

to Career" program." 

"At least once a year we 

want students to think about 

what they want to do for a 

career," said School to Career 

director, Carla Stone. 

The program assists stu-

dents with questions such as 

what career they are best suited 

for, what they need to do to be 

successful, and what courses 

they need to take. 

JANUARY 29,2003 

Cont'd, next page... 

Year-In-Review, 

continued... 
and a monthly half page ad in 

Ionia's daily newspaper. 

The Lowell Ledger-Wednesday, December 24,2003 -Page 11 

• • • 

Increases in licensing fees Lowell Charter 

have forced Lowell Cable Township's board delayed 

Television to raise its rates. voting on disbursement of its 

LCT general manager. Community Development 

Tom Richards'presented the Block Grant funds until Feb-

city council with an increase ruary. 

in rates for both basic and T h e township has 

digital, along with a new un- $ 13,685.44 available in funds 

derground installation fee. for the 2002/03 fiscal year af-

The Board of Cable Tele- ter $ 15,000 has been set aside 

vision recommended, and the for the township hall handi-

counci l unanimously ap- cap accessibility project, 

proved, increasing the basic Remaining funds will be 

rate, which includes 49 chan- used toward North KentTran-

nels, from $26.80 to $28.30 sit Service and Rockford 

per month. Digital Cable rates Ambulance. 

for entry level would go from 

$12.95 to $14.25 per month. 

After notification, the in-

creases would be effective in 

March. 

The increases are a direct 

result of increases in the li-

• • • 

Beginning in February, 

Lowell Rotary Club will em-

bark on a "Donate a Phone" 

fundraising campaign. 

Over a 90-day time pe-

censing fees for basic cable nod. Rotary will collect used 

which has gone up $1.44 per cell phones lying idle in 

subscriber, Richards said. Lowell's closets and drawers 

in need of reprogramming, 

• • • refurbishing or recycling. 

The costs of a proposed The Donate a 

underground project came in PhoneRaising program is a 

simply too high for the city new approach to fundraising. so that the transportation of 

budget, with the Lowell City It was developed by the CITA 900,000 children across the 

Council asking how much it Wireless Foundation and state is not unduly affected, 

would be for further studies. ReCellular Inc., the philan-

Dave Austin, of Williams thropic organization for the • • • 

and Works, presented the city country's wireless industry. 

council with a study in the 

area of Faith, Carol Lynne EEBRUARY 5,2003 

and Jane Ellen drives in the 

Valley Vista subdivision con- K e n Friedrich, 11337 

m 

# A mi 

The Lowell girls varsity sideline cheer team won first place in the first ever sideline cheer competition at Lowell High 
School. 

The Lowell Police De-

According to Lowell 's 

Melissa Athmann, MA, 

LLPC, and Beverly Ander-

son, MSW, the focus of 4 

Health Wellness Center, at 77 

Bridge St. in Saranac, is to 

eration on the comer of Alden ing for a variance so she and 

Nash and 60th St. will require her husband, Chris could erect 

rezoning AG-1 property to a four-and-a-half foot high 

Center for 15 years. 

partment, working in conjunc- help individuals and families 

tion with the Kent County grow. 

Sheriff s Department and the Between Anderson and 

loniaCounty Sheriffs Depart- Athmann, the two provided 

cerning the possibility of a 52nd St., presented a prelimi- ment, has charged four indi- similar family type services at 

proposed underground drain nary site plan for a PUD to the viduals with numerous break- the Franciscan Life Process 

to help the residents with wa- Lowell Charter Township ins, larcenies, and a stolen 

ter in their basements. Planning Commission. auto. 

The cheapest way was to The plan calls lor a total An estimated $30,000 in 
do nothing at a cost of nothing of 11 s i t e s ' a private road with stolen property has been ac-

to the most expensive - two cul-de-sacs and open counted for and/or recovered. 

$186,000 to install an under- space. The crimes occurred in 

ground drain that ran from Friedrich wants to develop several locations throughout 

Jane Ellen Drive to Carol the property as a residential 

commercial/industrial which 

does not conform to the Mas-

ter Plan and could be consid-

ered spot zoning. 

An alternative for the 

Lynne Drive, connecting to lo allow for two -acre 

anexisting underground drain building sites. 

behind Roberta Jayne Drive. 

Kent and Ionia counties. 

Arrested and released on 

With little fanfare, Clark 

Jahnke took over the reins of 

the Lowell City Planning 

Commission. 

Jahnke was elected by the 

commission as the new chair 

f ront yard fence at 417 

Howard. 

Under Section 4.07 B, 

fences in the required front 

yard are limited to three feet 

Lowell Charter Township in height. 

Planning Commission would Smith's request for a rec-

be to consider a use allowed ommendation from the plan-

by Special Use Permit in AG- ning commission for a vari-

1 —"Specialized Collection ance fell through when the 
and Storage Facilities for ag- commissioners recommended 

ricultural products not grown against granting the variance, 

on premises." 
• • • 

• • • Talk of moving and re-

Her arguments were com- building the First Congrega-

pelling and change will prob- tional Church of Lowell has 

felony charges of breaking and after former chairman, James 

entering (counts) and released Hall made an announcement 

on bond were Jerry Joe Farr, in November that he would 

19, of Lowell; Ronald Alan not be seeking re-election but 

would remain on as a com-

missioner. 

three fields at Creekside Park. 

FEBRUARY 12,2003 

A wholesale lumber op-

# # , Feb. 14 is the date dis-

It was always the inten- t r i c t s around the state expect Farr Jr., 19, of Lowell; Lane 

tion of the Lowell Airport to receive a broken arrow for Edward Vickers, 21, of Low-

Board to eventually replace Valentine's Day symbolizing ell; and Jeffrey Douglas 

the sign marking the entrance funding shortcomings in Lan- Kooiman, 18, of Alto. 
to the airport. sing. Lowell C.ty Council gives 

During the first snowfall I " anticipation of forth- • • • its permission for the Lowell 

earlier this year when the coming cuts in education, the One's social, emotional. Little League to install six 

roads were slippery it appears Legislation Branch of Michi- spir i tual and physical chain link dugouts for the east 

someone attempted to enter gan Association of People wellness are essential aspects 

the airport via Lincoln Lake. Transportation has begun put- in bringing quality to one s 

From the track marks, it looks ' ' "g ' n t 0 P ' a c e P r oPo s ed pro- family life. 

as though the driver made too grams to raise private dollars 

wide a turn and in the process 

brought down the sign. The 

driver has nevek* been located. 

With that in mind, the 

board decided now was the 

time to look at a new sign for 

the entrance, something simi-

lar to that of the city signs. 

o • • 

Liz Baker, executive di-

rector of the Lowell Area 

Chamber of Commerce, calls 

it an important piece to the 

Lowell marketing puzzle. 

Baker and the chamber's 

merchants committee will use 

a collective advertising cam-

paign to further promote Low-

ell businesses. 
Some of the advertising 

vehicles the merchants com-

mittee will use include local 

newspapers, WTRV, WFGR 

ably occur, just not in the form 

of a variance. 

Candice Fleszar-Smith 

went before the Zoning Board 

of Appeals anticipating ask-

occurred on three occasions 

in its rich history. 

In the early 1930's the 

c h u r c h ' s c o n g r e g a t i o n 

Cont'd next page... 
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Kendall Hewitt 
Schneider 

Alto Elementary 

Phone 

(0) © 
/ 

Emily Jelsma 
Mrs. Young 

Cherry Creek Elementary 

ANTIQUE MALL 

"One of the largest Antique Malls in Michigan 

212 W. Main St. • Open 7 days! 

Ph. 616-897-5360 
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squelched initial talks by one 

vote. 

Roughly 70 years later 

(2002), the church parishio-

ners have voted to pursue a 

new beginning. 

The proposed $3.5 mil-

lion church and facility would 

provide a family center, edu-

cational rooms, day care, out-

reach programs and an ex-

panded youth ministry in a 

park-like setting on 19.2 acres 

on the west side of Lincoln 

Lake Road south of the air-

port. 
• • • 

Jan McLeod f loated 

around the idea of starting her 

own business for a year. 

On Feb. 3, she did some-

thing about it as she opened 

the doors to Lowell's newest 

business. Balloon Attics at 220 

W. Main St., located in the 

same building as D&L Tax 

Service. 
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students develop relationships 

- that one connection which 

keeps them motivated to do 

better in school. 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

Keith Boeve, Lowell High 

School Life Skills instructor, 

just shakes his head and smiles 

when discussing the immedi-

ate impact the partnership with 

the Franciscan Life Process 

Center is having on his spe-

cial needs students. 

The nine-week program 

that Boeve's 14 students have 

embarked on is being funded 

(S500) through the Lowell 

Area Education Foundation. 

This program helps the 

The pride of Lowell foot-

ball signed on the doited line 

to play four years with the 

pride of West Michigan foot-

ball. 

Lowell fans, make that 

West Michigan high school 

football fans, received good 

news last Thursday when 

Mark Catlin signed to play 

football with Grand Valley 

State University. 

The sensational Red Ar-

row QB who led Lowell to its 

first ever football state cham-

pionship (Division II) will 

stay close to home to play at 

the next level. 

FEBRUARY 19,2003 

A Lowell man went wild 

with excitement upon scratch-

ing off a Michigan Lottery 

"Casino Wild" instant ticket 

to reveal a $100,000 top prize. 

"1 scratched off the ticket 

and knew right away I had a 

winner," said the lucky man. 

"I screamed and yelled with 

excitement!" 

The lucky 34-year-old 

winner, who requested ano-

nymity, purchased the win-

ning ticket at Gas 4 Less in 

Walker. 

He plans to use part of his 

winnings to buy a new car and 

new clothes. 

Twenty-two business stu-

dents f rom Lowell High 

School competed in the Busi-

ness Professionals of America 

(BPA) Regional Workplace 

Skills Assessment competi-

tion at Davenport University 

in Grand Rapids. Over 20 

schools were represented from 

southwest Michigan with over 

850 students taking part in the 

all-day competition. 

Lowell students show-

cased their skills brilliantly 

with 12 students placing in 

the top seven in 13 different 

assessments and qualifying to 

compete at the State BPA 

Competition. 

• • 

His introduction to the 

Lowell Performing Arts Cen-

ter came ahead of schedule. 

George Hommowun re-

ceived a call a little less than a 

week before he was officially 

to begin his new job as direc-

tor of the Lowell Performing 

Arts Center. 

Lowell Area Arts 

Council's production of "The 

Glass Menagerie" was three 

days from opening and there 

was no technical director... 

therefore a call to Hommowun 

went out. 

/ V \ 

/ > 
c ) 

Tyler Cornett plays an international form of hopscotch at the sixth annual "Read 
Across America" night. 

• • • 

Harold Eng leha rd t ' s 

Lowell Area Communi ty 

Fund grant of $150,000 

($50,000 per year for three 

years) to the Lowell YMCA 

will offer safe, structured year-

round activities that provide 

teens with the tools and expe-

rience to become productive 

members of the community 

through teen leadership train-

ing, service learning, charac-

ter development, and health 

education programs. 

Other grants will be used 

to help purchase a new ambu-

lance, provide Lowell and ur-

ban youth opportunities to 

spend time together, provide 

summer concert series, and 

offer community tennis in-

struction. 

• • 

on 

Kris Gallagher's desire to 

feel that her presence has made 

a difference has been a driv-

ing force behind the Ada 

resident's 17 years of volun-

Cont'd next page . . . 
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teer service in the Lowell 
School District. 

Gallagher, for her many 

years of service, will be pre-

sented with the Region IX 

Michigan Association for 

Middle School Education Par-

ent ol the Year award. 

Valentine's Day came and 

went, and the executive cuts 

ordered by Gov. Jennifer 

Granholm remained. 

For the Lowell School 

District, it meant a cut of 

$260,000 in the 2002-03 bud-

get. That's in addition to an 

amended budget which indi-

cated the district was already 

carrying a $314,000 deficit. 

That figure will likely 

change, based on early retire-

ment, utilities, gas prices and 

the weather. 

"The goal will be to do 

everything we possibly can 

not to lay off staff," said 

Connie Gillette, Lowell assis-

tant superintendent to finance 

and personnel. 

Gillette estimated that 

anywhere from $2-$3 million 

in cuts will be necessary next 

year. 

FEBRUARY 26,2003 

Jordan Moore never 

planned on playing football. 

An eighth-grade football 

)izza party changed Moore's 

vay of thinking. 

Changes in attitude will 

jsull in a full tuition scholar-

hip for Moore to play foot-

all at Ferris State University 

starling in the fall. 

¥ 
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Second graders at Cherry Creek Elementary learn about life in the 1800s through a 

"Grandma's Kitchen" presentation by the Lowell Area Historical Museum. 

Attwood Corp. all within the 

last year, the city of Lowell 

was in need of some upbeat 

economic news. 

City officials learned that 

an offer to purchase 65,000 

square feet (original section) 

ol the Newell building was 

accepted by investors. 

The purchase offer was 

tendered by PURforms, acus-

tom moldcrof polyurethanes, 

currently located at 835 Hall 

St. in Grand Rapids. 

ployees began to check the 

system and discovered some 

problems; however, it wasn't 

until the employees tried to 

clear the line that the even 

bigger problem was discov-

ered. 

After calling in a crew to 

televise the line, the employ-

ees discovered that it was a 

pipeline break with rocks and 

dirt holding the road up, and if 

left unattended would have 

caused a cave-in large enough 

to "sink a small car. 

hold when Gov. Granholm 

comes forth with her budget." 
• • • 

• • 

• • • 

The trip to the 17th an-

nual West Michigan Regional 

Competition enabled viewers 

to observe a high level of tech-

nical, creative, conceptual and 

aesthetic visual excellence. 

Lowell Area Arts 

Council's annual competition 

opened on Feb. 16. 

There were 60 pieces of 

art chosen for the show from 

the 280 submitted. 

Lakewood's run at a state 

wrestling title in each of the 

previous three years was 

halted by Lowell. 

Wednesday night at the 

Division 11 wrestling regional 

in Ionia, the Vikings defeated 

the Red Arrows by the slim-

mest of margins. The two 

teams battled to a 28-28 tie 

with the Vikings winning the 

match on second criterion 

(matches won 8-6). 
« • • 

Lowell Area Arts Coun-

cil executive director, Lorain 

Smalligan accepts a check for 

$3000 from Meijer for the 

LAAC's butterfly public art 

program with Lowell's el-

ementary school children from 

Al to and Bushnell 

elementaries. 
• • • 

With the closing and/or 

downsizing of Family Fare, 

Newell Manufacturing and 

The Kent County Sheriff 

Department arrested three sus-

pects in connection with an 

incident on 1-96 in which a 

brick was thrown into the 

windshield of a moving ve-

hicle. 

Two adult suspects from 

the Alto area were lodged in 

the Kent County Correctional 

Facility. 

One juvenile suspect was 

lodged at the Kent County 

Juvenile Detention Center. 
• • • 

Vicki (Roth) Comdure 

was the winner of the Lowell 

Area Historical Museum's 

Rotary Recognition Contest. 

Comdure was able to cor-

rectly identify 25 of the 30 

Rotarians pictured. 

She will receive adinner-

for-two gift certificate to the 

Flat River Grill for her effort. 

• • • 

In an effort to help pro-

mote the use of such devices 

as backwater valves and drain 

tloats, the city will be giving 

some residents drain tloats as 

a preventive measure in sewer 

backups. 

Public Works director, 

Dan DesJarden said he wanted 

$500 to purchase drain tloats 

to be given to residents identi-

fied as having a sewer backup 

due to a city or related prob-

lem. His plan was to give one 

lo each resident who has been 

identified with the problem 

since 1997, a total of 32 homes. 
• « • 

While many Lowell resi-

dents were struggling to get 

home safely Feb. 11, the Low-

ell Public Works Department 

was fighting the elements in 

an effort to repair a serious 

sewer line break. 

After a call in the 400 

block of Howard about a sewer 

backup, public works em-

• • • 

Hoping to encourage new 

housing developments, the 

Lowell City Council unani-

mously agrees to reduce the 

size of the lots in suburban 
residential. 

The proposal came after a 

lot of study by the Lowell 
Planning Commission, much 
of it done by former plan-

ning commissioner , John 

VanderWilp, examining lot 

size requirements of the city's 

suburban residential with 

those of surrounding commu-

nities. VanderWilp discovered 

that even compared with the 

townships, ihe city's lot sizes 

were larger. The change 

would decrease the size from 

35,000 square feet to 23,000 

square feet, still allowing for 

about half an acre of prop-

erly. 

MARCH 5,2003 

Lowell Rotary's fourth bi-

annual auction will benefit 

three area organizations -

Lowell YMCA, Lowell Area 

Arts Council and Lowell Area 

Historical Museum. 

Two years ago, the auction 

raised money lo help benefit 

Habitat for Humanity. 

The difficult economic 

times facing school districts, 

while not unchartered, are 

troubled. 

Talks of a $2-$3 million 

cul in the school's budget for 

the 2003-'04 year will chal-

lenge the district's way of 

doing business. 

"We won't begin lo iden-

tify possible cuts for next year 

until after the May revenue 

consensus hearing," Superin-

tendent Shari Miller said. "In 

March we will get an indica-

tion of what the hearing may 

CarisaSayer didn't know 

whether to break out a big 

smileor cry followingher best 

high school career perfor-

mance on the balance beam 

Saturday at the O-K Rainbow 

Conference meet in Holland. 

Her 8.75 score was not 

only a personal best for the 

senior but it qualified her for 

the stale gymnastics meet for 

the very first lime in her ca-

reer. 

The closings of a signifi-

cant portion of Attwood, Fam-

ily Fare and Newell Manufac-

turing gave reason for a bleak 
outlook. 

r - v 
i' ' % 

> 

Holly Plattner, pictured here with her coach, Michele 
DeHaan, won her second straight state gymnastics title in 
the vault as a senior. 

Not so fast, noted Lowell 

police chief and assistant city 

manager, Jim Valentine at the 

Lowell Area Chamber of 

Commerce's annual meeting. 

There is movement / 

growth taking place in Low-
ell. 

Valentine points to Meijer 

coming to town and their re-

cent a n n o u n c e m e n t that 

PURforms will close its build-

ing in Grand Rapids and move 

its business into Lowell. 

Cont'd next page ... 
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Cherrv Creek Elementary • «/ 
hosted iis sixih annual Read 

Across America. The celebra-

tion was in recognition of Na-

t iona l R e a d i n g Month 

(March). 

Students and parents wore 

gi\ en the opportunity to learn 

about Louis Braille: discov-

ered and played the different 

variations of hopscotch from 

around the w orld: learned to 

read a new language: had an 

opportunity to trade an old 

book for a new book: and 

learned how to do the Pledse 
w 

of Allegiance in si en lancuaae. 

Increasing ridership drove 

the Lowell Cit> Council to 

amend its contract with North 

Kent Transit Service. 

This \ ear* s contract called 

for the cit\ to pay a $7,500 

M i h s i d \ to handle senior and 

handicapped ridership. 

At the end of December, 

halfw a> through North Kent's 

fiscal \ear. the city has used 

$4,880 of its $7,500. leading 

Tom Til ma of the Kent County 

Development Department to 

recommend that the city in-

crease its subsidv to $10,000 

to handle the increased cost. 

MARCH 12,2003 

Implementation of a more 

traditional level of academic 

recognition will replace the 

antiquated Top 10 approach 

at this year's Lowell High 

School Senior Honors nicht. 
w 

So that the change does 

not penalize any student. Scott 

Vashaw. high school princi-

pal. said some of the old stan-

dards will be included in the 

new system this year. 

This year, cum laude will 

require a grade point average 

of 3.0. Next vear that will be 

Wm 

ber of Commerce's Leader-

ship Institute was making the 

pregnancy center the benefi-

ciary of its community project 

was most welcomed. 

The center helps needy 

mothers and families from 

the Lowell, Ionia, Saranac, 

Ada, Alto and Clarksville ar-

eas. 
• • • 

LHS put on the classic musical "Grease" for its spring production. 

bumped up to 3.5 or higher. 

Magna cum laude this 

year will require a grade point 

average of 3.5 or higher. Next 

year, the standard will be 

raised to 3.75. 

To achieve the highest 

level, summa cum laude. stu-

dents will need a grade point 

average of 3.95 or higher. 

• • # 

School officials are better 

at understanding bullying; the 

results and consequences that 

come with this know ledge are 

frightening. 

Marcia McEvoy, a li-

censed psychologist, hosted 

an in-service day (Violence 

Prevention in Schools: How 

to Prevent Student Bullying, 

Mean Teasing, Intimidation 

Brianna Heikkila 
Mrs. Young 

Cherry Creek Elementary 

j \ 

PRINGROVE 
A R I E T Y 
123 W. MAIN •LOWELL, Ml 49331 

897-991 8 
T37 

and Harassment) at Lowell 

High School for district ad-

ministrators and teachers. 

McEvoy's day-long pre-

sentation is intended to help 

the Lowell district staff and 

administrators address and 

respond to minor acts which 

oftentimes escalate into more 

violent behavior. 

The late Marquette bas-

ketball coach, Al McQuire 

said the sign of a champion is 

someone who does it over and 

over again. 

Lowell gymnast. Holly 

Planner placed her name on 

that short list Saturday in Ply-

mouth at the Division ll gym-

nastics state finals when she 

successfully defended her 

2002 stale championship in 

the vault exercise. 

The senior, completing a 

splendid four years of gym-

nastics at Lowell, scored a 

9.45 to earn her a second 

straight state title. 

Six Lowell wres t le r s 

placed at the Division II indi-

vidual slate meet at the Palace 

in Auburn Hills over ihe week-

end. 

The Red Arrows' show ot 

force was highlighted by the 

crowning of three slate cham-

pions. 

Joe Mendez (112) and 

Brandon Kinney (119) won 

second consecutive stale titles, 

while Bobby Gingerich (152) 

won his first stale title. 

Also placing at the slate 

meet were J.J. Wilder, 160, 

third; Matt Kilmarlin, 130, 

fourth; and Pieler Seme, 189, 

eighth. 
• • • 

ll will go down in the an-

nals as the firsi Lowell bank 

robbery in the history of ihe 

city. 

On March 5 around 1:45 

p.m., Ionia County National 

Bank, 2601 W. Main, was 

robbed of an undisclosed 

amount of money. 

Police had all three sus-

pects in custody within 90 

minutes of the bank robbery. 

Only Kristen Cole 

Greinke, 22, of Newaygo, 

has been formally charged. 

He was the only one of the 

three who entered the bank. 

The two other suspects 

(two Lowell High School stu-

dents - one male and one fe-

male) in the bank robbery were 

arrested in the nearby Meijer 

parking lot and later released, 

but neither has been officially 

charged in the case. 

• # • 

Luanne Kaeb and daugh-

ter, Heidi Stoller turned back 

the clock for some of Cherry 

Creek Elementary's young-

sters so that they could learn 

about the early days of 

Lowell's pioneers. 

"Grandma's Trunk," an 

in te rac t ive presenta t ion 

through the Lowell Area His-

torical Museum, look second-

graders through the daily life 

of the early 1800 settlers. 

The idea was to leach stu-

dents where the early settlers 

came from and what they did 

when they got here. 

MARCH 19,2003 

Lisa Johnson, an eighth 

grade s tudent at Lowel l 

Middle School, is named a 

local winner in the 34ih an-

nual America & Me Essay 

Contest. 

• # t 

Lowell's Brett McMahon 

has been playing basketball 

since the first-grade; he didn't, 

however, enter his first free-

throw shooting contest until 

the seventh-grade. 

During his performance 

in the Knights of Columbus 

Free Throw Championship at 

Mt. Pleasant Sacred Heart, 

McMahon netted 23 of 25 

foul shots lo advance into a 

five-shot playoff in which he 

sank five-of-five shots lo win 

the championship. 

Last year St. Mary's Preg-

nancy Cente r d i spe r sed 

S1,600 more in materials than 

it look in. Thai's a difficult 

way for a nonprofit organiza-

tion lo serve a community. 

The news that the third 

class of Lowell Area Cham-

Eric Moulton calls it the 

most challenging thing he's 

undertaken in high school. 

Lowell Model U.N. di-

rector, Steve Kampfschulle 

says the hard work of Moulton 

and his partner, Cori Drenlh 

matched the challenge pre-

sented by the International 

Court of Justice competition 

as they took first in the case ol 

North Korea vs. the United 

States on the topic of 'The 

Doct r ine of P re -Empl ive 

Strike." 
• • • 

Soda shops, hot rods, 

poodle skirts and leather jack-

ets define the '50s era and are 

an integral backdrop lo Jim 

Jacob's and Warren Casey's 

stage adaptation of "Grease." 

The 1978 hit movie is the 

cho ice for Lowel l High 

School's 2002-03 spring mu-

sical which opens on March 

20. 
Under the direction of Tod 

Nyson, the 40-membercast is 

challenged on stage by song 

and high energy dance rou-

tines. 

• • • 

Cuts in a handful of areas 

have been identified, enabling 

the Lowell School District l" 

trim roughly $262,000 froi i 

its 2002-03 budget befoi • 

June. 

The reduction in spent -

ing will include eliminating 

one of the two co-associate 

principal positions at Cherry 

Creek Elementary. 

• • • 

Tom and Ellen Fisher, of 

730 Hillside Court, incurred 

substantial damage to their 

home in a Saturday evening 

fire. 

Lowell fire chief, Frank 

Martin said it appeared lo have 

started in the ceiling of the 

basement, but the cause of the 

Cont'd next page ... 
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Square-headed nails, wood shingles and metal removed from the roof of the Lowell 
Area Historical Museum during its re-roofing. 
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blaze remained under investi-

gation. 

Lost in the fire was the 

family dog. 
• • • 

Plans for a Lowell trail 

system are unveiled lo the pub-

lic for the first time at the 

Lowell City Council meeting. 

Perry Beachum, a mem-

ber of the Lowell Recreation 

Authority, presents the study 

results for a trail system that 

would be usable for non-mo-

torized activities. 

The first trail would start 

at the Wittenbach Center, go 

through the Lowell Area High 

School, then down loCooper's 

Woods over to Cherry Creek 

and end al Creekside Park. 

p 

Breaking ground for the new Murray Lake Elementary 

• • • 

Sundry representative Les 

Cole personally drops off 

packets to the Lowell City Hall 

that contain the final plans for 

a planned unit development al 

751 Grindle. 

The development is bet-

ter known as the Highland 

Hills project. The property was 

rezoned residential R- l , lied 

to the PUD last year. 

Cole said he first sent in 

his company's ideas for de-

veloping the Leeman prop-

erly and the Phillips properly, 

located just north, only a few 

days after the Sept. 11 trag-

edy. The city has it on record 

that the first discussions on 

the project at a public meeting 

took place in December 2001. 

The Lowell P lann ing 

Commission is expected lo re-

move the item from the table 

and reopen the public hearing 

lo accept letters and other com-

ments. 

MARCH 26,2003 

The tired and leaky roof 

on the Lowell Area Historical 

Museum posed a threat to the 

chronicled artifacts being pre-

served inside. 

With the cooperative fi-

nancial venture of the city of 

Lowel l , Lowel l Char i e r 

Township, the Look Memo-

rial Committee and the Harold 

Englehardt Lowell Area Com-

munity Fund, the Historic 

District Commission garnered 

the $69,000 needed to con-

tract a rch i tec t , Winler -

Troulwine Associates and 

con t rac to r . Grand River 

Builders.This undertaking has 

re-established the look of the 

standing seam metal roof and 

widow's walk which was 

originally installed between 

1914 and 1931. 
• • # 

The gift of service will be 

honored al Lowell's annual 

Spirit of Community on Fri-

day, May 2. 

The event is a collabora-

tive effort of the Lowell Area 

Chamberof Commerce, Low-

ell Area Arts Council and 

Lowell Area Schools. 

Jim Doyle receives this 

year's Lowell Area Chamber 

of Commerce's "Person of the 

Year" award. 
• • 

Kris and Peggy Kropf sent 

their only son to Kuwait. 

Aaron Hanson, Interna-

tional Guard, left for Kuwait 

on March 6 with the lOOth 

Fighter Wing. He is a muni-

lions specialist (loads bombs 

into A-10s and is responsible 

for making sure all munition 

systems are working). 

• • • 

The Alto, Forest Hills and 

Lowell Girl Scouts and Alto 

Lions Club have teamed up to 

collect eyeglasses for the 

needy in Third World coun-

tries. 

The goal is to collect al 

least 1,000 pairs of glasses, 

the number the Lions' Club-

sponsored optometrist and 

their team can treat in one 

day. 
• • • 

The eyes of two-year-old 

John-Luc, his sisterOliviaand 

brother Alex light up when 

they hear the door open. 

It's that time of day when 

dad usually comes through the 

door. 

Karen Richmond and her 

children said goodbye to their 

husband and father, Ben Rich-

mond on Feb. 20 as he left for 

Camp Pendleton (California) 

to join the 1st Marine Expedi-

tionary Force. 

From there, the Marine 

reservist left for Kuwait where 

he serves in the command el-

ement with the combat engi-
neers. 

If you look at the rack 

containing just a few mesh 

backpacks, a person might 

question if that is all the Kent 

District Library - Englehardt 

branch acquired with its 

$4,300 from the Lowell Area 

Community Fund. 

The answer is no. The li-

brary actually got 50 discov-

ery packs. "It 'sjust rare to see 

more than a few in the li-

brary," explained branch man-

ager, Jane Aronson. 

It's a sign of how popular 

the library has become since 

moving into its new home al 

200 N. Monroe, five years ago. 

Its circulation has gone from a 

small- to medium-s ized 

branch, and the staff is now up 

lo six. 
• • • 

Jason Pli te, son of 

Lowell's Thomas Plile, is one 

of six people killed in a U.S. 

Air Force helicopter crash 

during a mercy mission to help 

two injured Afghan children 

on March 23. 

• • • 

An exceptional painting 

tilled "Cool Water" by Keith 

W. Avery, formerly of Low-

ell, is on display at Woolaroc 

Museum, located southwest 

of Bartlesville, Okla. 

Avery was bom in Michi-

gan in 1921 where his father 

was a photographer during the 

Depression. In high school he 

earned a scholarship lo the 
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building on Main Street - a 

new building that will house a 

proposed video store. 

Movie Gallery, via Chi-

cago Diversified Foods, asked 

to construct a 4,013-square-

foot building at 1975 W. 

Main, next to the current Taco 

Bell which is owned by Chi-

cago Diversified Foods. 

The retail space, which 

will use the same curb cul as 

Taco Bell, would rent mov-

ies, DVDs, and video games 

along with selling candy and 

popcorn. The concept is simi-

lar lo that of the national video 

chain, Blockbuster Video. 

It was a rocky beginning 

for developers of a proposed 

planned unit development 

(PUD) with issues such as 

drainage, traffic and permits 

Chicago Professional School being raised over a second 

of Art but could not afford lo development. 

attend until later, after earn- In the end. Sundry got 

ing money breaking horses the approval it was seeking 

and guiding guests at a resort, for its final site plan from the 

Lowell Planning Commis-

APR1L 2, 2003 sion. The plan now moves to 

the city council for its ap-
Discussion between two proval. 

neighbors has led a third lo • • • 

become the newest Lowell Lowell Lodge #90 Free 

Planning Commission mem- and Accepted Masons pre-

fer. sented a check to the Lowell 

In February , Sherry YMCA for $1,500 as part of 

Grimm was sworn in as a its $5,000 commitment over 

member of the group. She re- five years to YMCA youth 

places Elizabeth "B.J." Th- programs. 

ompson who resigned last 

year. • • • 
• • • 

The city of Lowell may 

see the construction of a new 

The third and final phase 

Cont'd next page . . . 
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which will extend the Grand 

River Drive bike path from 

Bewell to Division Si. is 

scheduled lo siart in mid-June. 

Phase III will cosi $1.1 

million and is scheduled lo be 

completed by Oct. 1. Federal 

participation for the $700,000 

bike path extension project 

will be $350,000. 

While a big part of the 

"Low ell Guy" w anted to stay. 

Lowell city councilmember. 

Dan Brubaker informed the 

cit\ council Monday night that 

he w ould resign from his po-

sition effective April 21. 

His decision came on the 

heels of accepting a position 

as a supreme court commis-

sioner w hich w ill end his 11-

year tenure with M i k a . 

Meyers. Beckett & Jones. 

PLC. 

It is just one more step in 

the right direction for Low ell 

Cable Television. 

Lowell's City Council, at 

the recommendation of the 

Low ell Light &. Power Board, 

adopted a resolution which 

allows for the consolidation 

of interdepartmental loans 

from the department of LL&P 

to the Cable Television De-

partment. 
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The 12th annual Lowell Moose Easter egg hunt at Creekside Park 

> * 

A lifelon2 Lowell tradi-

lion will soon be wrapped in a APRIL 9, 2003 

new 56.000 square foot edi-

fice at the comer of Alden Rate changes related to 

Nash and Lally. Oakwood Cemetery to help 

The community of Low- subsidize costs were approved 

ell broke ground for the by the Lowell City Council in 

Murray Lake Elementary an effort to prevent the city 

School Monday afternoon. from digging into its general 

Eventually the 400 stu- fund. 

dent capacity building will There are 12,000 spaces 

house kindergarten through at Oakwood Cemetery. Cur-

fourth grade. rently 5.644 have been used 

for burials and 5,697 have 

been sold. That only leaves 

1,121 spaces left throughout 

the cemetery. 
• • • 
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As a means to protect the 

city's drinking water supply, 

a Wellhead Protection pro-

gram is being implemented. 

This involves delineating 

the protection area, as well as 

a contaminant inventory, man-

agement, contingency plan for 

new wells, public participa-

tion and a public education 

program. 

• • • 
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Lowell City Council ap-

M proves the hiring of Williams 

& Works for the design and 

survey services on the Fore-

man Road sidewalk project. 

Williams & Works is al-

ready providing these services 

for the upcoming North 

Hudson - Foreman (south side) 

sidewalk project. 
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His father is in an undis-

closed location somewhere in 

the Middle East. 

For two-year-old Daniel 

Staup, however, the star on 

his bedroom ceiling is a glow-

ing reminder of "Daddy." 

Matt Staup, a member of 

Battle Creek's 110th Squad-

ron with the Air National 

Guard, gave his son a star 

before he left on Feb. 28. 

He gave Daniel a star and 

took a star with him. Every 

time they see the star, while 

Matt is gone, they will think 

of one another. A 
• • • 

A ^ 

A 

Daniel Fleet 
Mr. Fillman 

Cherry Creek Elementary 

ICNB 
Hometown Banking 

897-6171 
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The second-grade classes 

at Cherry Creek Elementary 

put on a spring music pro-

gram titled "Whether the 

Weather ." Among the 10 

songs performed were "Song 

For a Rainy Day," "Rockin' 

Robin" and a rendition of a 

thunderstorm. 

• • • 

A 
• 4 4 1 • , 

Major damage in a few 

spots rather than extensive 

damage all over kept a week-

end ice storm from creating a 

whole lot more havoc for Low-

ell Light & Power customers 

than it did. 

The inconvenience in-

curred by approximately 500 

Lowell Light & Power 

(LL&P) customers and 600 

Lowell Cable Television cus-

tomers, however, was still 

substantial. 

Mul l ins had all n ine 

LL&P servicemen working on 

Saturday; four crew mem-

bers from Eaton Rapids also 

joined the effort. 

April 16, 2003 

Cellular phone companies 

refer to it as the dead zone. 

The addition of a 260- foot 

cellular tower at Three Mile 

and Lincoln Lake could soon 

have a multitude of cellular 

t r ansmiss ions danc ing 

through the air waves. 

Having already received 

the okay from the Vergennes 

Township Planning Commis-

sion, Dean Alger will go be-

fore the township board ask-

ing for its blessing. 

The tower will be located 

on Alger's property. 

• • • 

As the FFA advisor at 

Montague , John Schu t 

watched as one of his students 

competed against a freshman 

from Lowell in Greenhand 

Public Speaking. 

He saw in Katie Clements 

then what the senior displayed 

in March at the state conven-

tion at Michigan State Uni-

versity. 

With the help of teach-

ers, alumni and her God-given 

ability, Clements developed 

into a state FFA champion in 

prepared public speaking. 
• • • 

After 18 months of dis-

cussion and deliberation, the 

Lowell Charter Township 

Planning Commission deter-

mined that having two resi-

dents on one lot went against 

the definition of single family 

zoning. 

The issue surfaced when 

the neighbors of Dave and Lori 

Rash, 3305 Bewell, com-

plained that Rash's parents 

were living on the properly in 

their recreational vehicle and 

were not paying taxes. 

APRIL 23,2003 

Cherry Creek Elementary 

fifth-grader, Dylan Olin was 

one of over 100 Michigan 

fourth- through eighth-grad-

ers who competed in the 15th 

annual Michigan Geographic 

Bee al Central Michigan Uni-

versity. 

The Cherry Creek El-

ementary geography bee win-

ner was one of just two fifth-

graders to compete at the state 

meet. 

Olin correctly answered 

six of eight questions pre-

sented to him. 
• • • 

Pursuing an engineering 

degree at a four-year univer-

sity, whether it's civil, struc-

tural or architectural, requires 

a lot of math. 

Unless, of course, a stu-

dent has been there and done 

that before he/she has arrived 

on campus. 

That will be the case whc n 

Lowell junior, Tim Vezinv) 

enrolls at the University rf 

Michigan in the fall of 200^. 

Vezino decided to take 

part in the Student Mathemat-

ics League competition. 

He (47.5 points) finished 

second behind Peter Holtrop's 

55 points. Amber Lass wa> 

third with 40.5 points. 

• • • 

Two West Michigan com 

munication organizations rec-

ognized former Lowell super-

intendent, Bert Bleke for his 

communications excellence in 

his approach. 

Interchange, the Associa-

tion of West Michigan Com-

municat ion Professionals , 

honored Bleke as its Commu-

nicator of the Year at its year-

end banquet held in the Prince 

Conference Center at Calvin 

College on Wednesday. 

Kristen Cole Greinke, 22, 

of Newaygo, pled guilty to 

one count of bank robbery in 

federal court last week. 

Greinke was the only one 

of three suspects formally 

charged in the robbery at Ionia 

County National Bank back 

on March 5. 

Greinke's sentencing will 

be July 14 at 1 p.m. in the 

Grand Rapids Federal Court 

House. Judge Robert Holmes 

Ball will preside. 

APRIL 30, 2003 

A little over a year after 

the Lowell Wesleyan Church 

closed its doors due to declin-

ing a t tendance, the West 

Mich igan Dist r ic t of 

Wesleyan Church announced 

that it will be reopened. 

IMPACT: A Wesleyan 

Church will open in the fall al 

1069 Lincoln Lake Rd. under 

Cont'd next page... 

Cont'd from 

last page... 

the leadership of Pastor Ph i 11 i p 

Struckmeyer. 

• • 

• • 

The But ter f ly Project 

brought kindergarten, first-, 

second-, third-, and fifth-grade 

students from Lowell Area 

Schools the opportunity to 

work with 16 artists from 

Lowell and the Greater Grand 

Rapids area in designing and 

creating larger than life but-

terfly sculptures. 

A total of 32 butterfly 

sculptures were created. 

On Saturday, May 3, al a 

celebratory event, all 32 but-

terflies will be showcased and 

sold at a public silent auction 

at Lowell High School. 
• • 

The Operation Enduring 

Freedom Bike Ride f rom 

Grand Rapids to Lansing thun-

A Lowell High School 

student remains is critical con-

dition at Spectrum Health 

Butterworth Hospital follow-

ing an accident late Saturday 

morning on Alden Nash/M-

50 in Alto. 

Chr is topher Michael 

Raimer, 17, and friend and 

lellow track teammate Ben-

jamin Lemke were returning 

home from a track meet in 

Caledonia when the accident 

occurred. 

Raimer was transported to 

Spectrum Health Butterworth 

by Life Ambulance , and 

Lemke, suffering life threat-

ening injuries was taken via 

Aero Med to Butterworth. 

MAY 7,2003 

As a young boy with a 

new box of 100coloring cray-

ons in his hands, David Davis 

E -

Memorial Day, 2003 

dered through downtown 

Lowell Saturday around noon. 

There were two miles worth 

of bikes riding in support of 

U.S. Troops, President George 

W. Bush and in memory of 

Michigan troops (a total of 

seven) including Jason Plite. 

• • • 

It has always been about 

service to one's community, 

education and the arts. 

Instead of a big sit-down 

dinner prior to the awards pre-

sentation in the Lowell Per-

forming Arts Center, Spirit of 

Community evening will be-

gin with the "Essence of Low-

ell" - a social hour highlight-

ing area restaurants and food 

specialists in the Lowell High 

School cafeteria. 

couldn't control his excite-

ment as he walked home from 

school with his father. 

His formulative childhood 

years were enhanced by the 

tools to create art and by 

people who instilled in him 

the urge to create. 

The Lowell Area Arts 

Council honored Davis with 

the Arty Award at the Spirit of 

Community Celebration on 

Friday for his many years of 

service and volunteerism. 

The month of March was 

National Reading Month. 

Cherry Creek f i f th grade 

teachers decided to challenge 

their students to read a little 

extra during March. The chal-

lenge included a bit of a twist. 

Each fifth grade class was 

challenged to read 250 hours 

of at-home reading. Those 

meeting the goal of 250 hours 

would receive an ice cream 

parly. The twist was that for 

every hour of reading the stu-

dents did in their bathtubs 

would count for two hours. 

The class of Paul Jacobus 

lopped all the classes with 

1,122 hours of reading. 
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• • • 

Lowell High School se-

nior, Bryan Posthumus is 

elected lo serve as the Region 

V Slate Vice President for the 

Michigan FFA Association. 

Posthumus will officially be-

gin his office term on July I 

along with 11 other officers 

from the state. 

Bluegrass is one of the 

few music genres that origi-

nated in the United Slates. 

Today the acoustical mu-

sic continues to impact and 

influence some of the biggest 

country music talents - Vince 

Gill, Alison Krauss, the Dixie 

Chix and Ricky Skaggs. 

Lowell Fairgrounds will 

serve as the new host site for 

the West Michigan Bluegrass 

Music Associat ion 

(WMBMA) festival in May 

and September. 

During the weekend of 

May 16-18, Lowell Fair-

grounds will be filled with the 

sounds of bluegrass music as 

the MayFest 2003 Bluegrass 

Music Festival arrives. 

Sally Gunberg made the 

difficult decision in the early 

80's to not work outside her 

home as a teacher. 

That, however, is a mis-

nomer. The Lowell School 

District parent has been 

schooling people on the art of 

devoting personal time to 

making Lowell Area Schools 

and the community better ever 

since. 

Which is why Gunberg 

was honored with the Marsha 

Wilcox Community Service 

Award Friday at the Spirit of 

Community Celebration. 

• • • 

As a lifelong history en-

thusiast, Jim Doyle was able 

to see through the facades 

which were hiding the history 

of the town in which he grew 

up and works. 

Working toward progress 

and improvement is part of 

what defines Doyle. 

Doyle was honored as the 

Person of the Year Friday 

night at the Lowell Area 

Chamber of Commerce ' s 

Spirit of Community Celebra-

tion for freely donating his 

time to the community and 

making it a better place to 

live. 
• • 

v: 

oar' 

\ \ orkers put the final touches, including these clock faces, on the new city hall and fire 
station in earlv June. 

recognized 18 individuals for Spirit of Community Celebra-
making a difference at the tion Friday. 

The 18 additional leaves 

bring the total number of dedi-

Each year, teachers, staff 

members and volunteers work 

together to improve the Low-

ell School System 

This year, Lowell Area 

Schools Educat ion 

Foundation's Tribute Tree 

. 

. . . . 1 < I 
T 1 _ Craig Huber 

Mr. MacDonald I 
Alto Elementary 

LOWEU TOWNSHIP HAU 
t i 2910 Alden Nash South 

897-7600 
\ 



The Lowell Ledger-Wednesday, December 24,2003 -Page 18 

Year-In-Review, 

continued.., 

bring the total number of dedi-

cations to 57. totaling over 

543.000. 

• • • 

One might say that Al 

Mathews* newest position 

persuaded him from moving. 

In truth, it wasn ' t 

Mathew s* appointment to fill 

the Lowell City Council seat 

vacated by Dan Brubaker that 

changed his family 's mind 

about moving, but rather the 

current cost of houses. 

Mathews, who resigned 

from his seat on the planning 

commission at last night's 

meeting, will officiallv start ^ * 

his new job after he is sworn 

in. 

The Lowell Baptist 

Church, the Wesleyan Church, 

and v acant property located 

near the YMCA are all pos-

sible sites for a proposed fann-

ers' market. 

The biggest hurdle to the 

project, however, might be 

getting the current city ordi-

nance to conform to allow any 

of these sites to host such a 

venture. After review ing the 

list, they noted that none of 

them would meet the cunent 

ordinance requirements. 

i 1 

in 

Missy Harrison's vision 

was to start a crew team in 

Lowell. 

Through the determina-

tion and commitment of 

Harrison, the nine sirls which 

Workers from Ohio Transform re-installed a power transformer at Lowell Light and 
Power in early July. The unit had been gone for rebuilding since February. 

Life Process Center's sign at was the result of a plane crash 

thecorner of Alden Nash and Tuesday night (April 29) at 

Downes was not readily de- the Lowell City Airport, 730 

tected. Lincoln Lake. 

That changed when a new Pilot Timothy Schmidt 

make up Lowell's first-ever entrance sign was placed at (Lowell) was training student, 

crew team, and the outpour- thecorner. Richard Calvin Pease 

The sign, designed by Sis- (Howard City) on no-flap 

ter Maura Behrenfeld, will landings. 

help visitors more easily iden- Pease, upon approach, did 

lify the location. notcutpoweroffsoonenough. 

The plane, a 63 Cessna 172D, 

• • • traveled westbound down the 

Minor property damage runway approximately 1500 

feet, ran out of runway and 

crossed over Lincoln Lake 

Ave. before striking a bush 

and a stop sign, according to 

the Kent County Sheriffs De-

partment. 

ing of support from other area 

programs. Lowell is compet 

ins at the Novice 8 level. 

Camouflaged partially by 

pine tree branches. Franciscan 

Maggie Lancaster 
Mr. Jacobus \ 

Cherry Creek Elementary 
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MAY 14, 2003 

Lowell school officials 

announce that the local dis-

trict, along with 12 other mem-

bers of the Kent Intermediate 

School District, are looking at 

an alternative option of deliv-

ering safe, caring and effi-

cient transportation for spe-

cial educat ion students 

through acollaborative effort. 

The plan calls for the 

KISD to provide special edu-

cation transportation and to 

employ local district drivers. 

Lowell assistant superin-

tendent for finance and per-

sonnel, Connie Gillette lik-

tary International toward the 

fight to eradicate polio. The 

total represents $ 100 for each 

member (58). 

Retro D.A.R.E.'s new na-

tional spokesperson, Retro 

Bill stopped in Lowell to share 

with elementary students and 

the Lowell Rotary the impor-

tance of teaching children 

safety, nonviolence, self-es-

teem and humor. His uplift-

ing message for all ages has 

been endorsed by D.A.R.E., 

numerous law enforcement 

agencies and the International 

Children's Film Festival. 

• • • 

State Representa t ive 

James Koetje painted the bleak 

revenue picture for the city of 

Lowell and many other com-

munities as well. 

City manager , David 

Pasquale said the city has seen 

its state revenue sharing go 

down qui te a bit over the years. 

At one time the city received 

more than 5500,000; It had 

since dropped lo about 

$440,000. 

• • • 

"1U 

Otlte/i Place" 

LOWELL • PH. 897-5977 

301W. M a i n 
Lowell , Mi 

037-5977 

The move came when, al 

its first meeting in May, the 

city council reacted negatively 

to the amount of money being 
ened it to the contract made spent on the council cham-

with Chart wells Management bers, to be located on the see-

in 1999 to provide day to day ond floor of City Hall. Coun-

management and supervision cilman Jim Pfaller raised the 

for its food service program, concern of whether the coun-

oil was being a good steward 

* * * ofthe city's money by spend-
The Lowell Rotary Club ing almost $26,000 on a sound 

made a check presentation in system for the room. 

City manager David 

Pasquale explained the sound 

system is needed due lo the 

size of the room. With that, 

city staff sal down with Cen-

tral Interconnect to consider a 

system for the room. 
• • • 

Looking lo manage its 

meetings better, the Lowell 

City Council decides to put a 

lime limit on the length citi-

zens can speak during public 

comment time. 

The council unanimously 

voles lo accept a new "rules of 

procedure" policy which 

places a five-minute limit per 

person during a public hear-

ing or public comment lime. 

A person representing a group 

would be allowed up to 10 

minutes. 
• • • 

After 17 years as an LP, 

Susan Stewart decided to pur-

sue a degree as a nurse practi-

tioner. This is a person who is 

like a doctor and can take care 

of a number of cases that don't 

involve surgery. 

But in 1999, that dream 

all but vanished when Stewart 

was in a whitewater rafting 

accident that left her para-

lyzed. 

Fast forward to about six 

negotiate with the city on 

sewer costs for which they 

feel they are bearing the brunt. 

Ci ty a t torney, Dick 

Wendt said that what the de-

velopers were paying did not 

cover the entire costs of the 

district, which was well over 

$ 100,000. He also pointed out 

that $2,000 was not that much 

for sewer. 
• • • 

City manager , David 

Pasquale presents a proposal 

on how to finance upgrades 

for Sibley and Grindle streets. 
• • • 

Lowell Middle School 

seven th -g rade r Gabr ie l le 

Tremblay earned a second in 

creative writing in fiction fan-

tasy genre at the Calvin Col-

lege Middle School Writing 

Workshop. 

Tremblay was one of 450 

s tudents , representing 45 

schools, lo compete. 
• • • 

He's been called the pied 

piper of positive choices. 

His presentation to stu-

dents is of self-empowerment 

and personal responsibility. 

Michael Chatman began 

speaking to students in 1990 

about choosing to overcome 

• V 

t ^ % 

Robert Stemmons of Coeur D' Alene, Idaho, a profes-
sional whistler, whistled professionally for residents at 
Cumberland Manor on July 2 of this year. 

the amount of $5,800 to Ro-

months later ... as her hus-

band is turning into a school 

for a program, the couple is 

hit with Stewart sustaining a 

closed head in jury . Her 

dreams of becoming a nurse 

practitioner lie in the ditch 

beside the road of thai acci-

dent. 

In April, Stewart, with her 

new assistant, Sable, a PAWS 

dog, rolled down the aisle to 

accept her bachelor's degree 

in nursing and went down in 

the GVSU history books as 

the first person with a disabil-

ity to do just that. 

MAY 21,2003 

The city is looking at about 

$750 ,000 worth of road 

projects, with a possible bond 

to help facilitate city road im-

provements. 

• • • 

Sundry off ic ia ls were 

back at City Hall hoping to 

their fears and raise their stan-

dards, developing a positive 

attitude and a sense of humor. 

He shared his message 

with Lowell Middle School 

students. 

His fifth year as head of 

the Lowell varsity baseball 

program will be his last. 

Tim Antel announces his 

resignation from the post ef-

fective at the end of the 2003 

baseball season. 
• • • 

Natalie Kent qualifies for 

the Division 1 state meet in 

four events at Houseman Field 

in Grand Rapids on Saturday, 

June 7. 

Kent led in the 100 hurdles 

from start to finish in winning 

a regional championship in 

the hurdle event, stopping the 

clock at 15.27. 

Lowell qualified for the 

state meet in eight events. 

Cont'd next page... 

Year-In-Review, 

continued... 

• • • 

It gave rhythm. It gave 

love. Over the weekend, 

through thceffortsof the Blue-

grass Festival Association, it 

gave the Lowell Fairgrounds 

the many harmonies of blue-

Like most bluegrass festi-

vals, while the headliners are 

playing on the main stage, 

there are multiple groups of 

jammers harmonizing in the 

parking lot. 
• • • 

When Chartwells was 

hired four years ago to man-

age Lowell Area Schools food 

service program, one of its 

first concerns was to address a 

healthy fund balance. 

It inherited a fund balance 

of over $200,000. 

Today, the food service 

fund balance stands at roughly 

$66,000. 
• • • 

Its schedule reflects mu-

sic styles which have drawn 

the larger crowds over the past 

two years, while still main-

taining a diverse group of mu-

sical offerings. 

The start of the third an-

nual Lowell Showboa t 

Sizzlin' Summer Concerts is 

three weeks away. 

This year will blend jazz, 

blues, folk, Celtic and big band 

over a stretch of 10 weeks. 

The June 12 opener will 

feature the 126th Army Band 

and the Blue Water Ramblers 

(folk music). 

MAY 28, 2003 

Matt Foster knew he was 

going to college - he just 

needed time to kick around 

which institution of knowl-

edge he would attend in the 

fall. 

His choice is Central 

Michigan University where he 

will study business. 

The kicker is, if Foster 

can win a kicking spot on the 

Chippewa football team this 

summer, he can earn a full-

ride scholarship for his final 

three years. 
• • • 

In 1995, through the vi-

sionary action of area citizens, 

the Lowell Area School Edu-

cation Foundation, a 501(c)3 

charitable organization was 

established. Through materi-

als, donations and volunteers, 

grants to children and teach-

ers provide innovative learn-

ing for Lowell area students. 

The foundation is governed 

by community volunteers. 

• • • 

At his brother's Eagle 

project, Eric Cooper spoke to 

Fal lasburg Park manager 

Doug Wilber. From that con-

versation he gleaned an idea 

for his future Eagle Scout 

project. 
After several months of 

planning. Cooper and fellow 

scouts of Troop 102 put in 

four new horseshoe pits at 

Fallasburg Park. 

e 

t 
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.• • 
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have them. Clark Galloway, 

of Vennen Chrysler-Dodge, 

had requested that his busi-

ness be granted a special vari-

ance to permanently install 

streamers at its location, 930 

W. Main St. Under the city's 

ordinance, streamers are only 

allowed for 21 days. 

Because of the cost in get-

ting streamers and putting 

them up. Galloway said he 

was seeking a variance for the 

car dealership. 

RiverValley Credit Union 

is the former Amway Credit 

Union which recently ex-

panded its coverage area to 

include Kent and Ionia coun-

ties. Al its Monday night 

planning commission meet-

ing, the credit union brought 

forth plans to construct a 

3,640-square-foot facility ad-

jacent lo the Lowell Family 

Medical Center at 2550 W. 

Main St. 
• • • 

The Lowell City Planning 

The Lowell City Council met for the first time in its new digs August 18. The renovation of the city hall building and ^ ommission may be rev lew -
police station had been completed earlier in the summer. city s policy on grass 

length not only because it 

be their own light when there ^ 0 0^ s unsightly, but because 
is darkness. it could be a breeding ground 

. • , for mosquitoes. 

The quest ion from If the grass is not cut, the 

Vennen Chrysler-Dodge Inc. c ^y ^ o e s c u t ^ a n ^ s e n ^ s the 

Twelve inches is the maxi-

mum height requirement be-

fore the city will take action. 

Cont'd next page . . . 

• • • • • • moment in one's life was 

Memorial Day gave cause For the third lime in four framed for them in a beautiful 

for area residents lo pause and years Lowell's YMCA Invest June afternoon at the One 

rememberthe lives lost in war. In Youth campaign met or Hundred and Twenty-Fifth 

and honor those who fought exceeded its goal. commencement. 

for freedom and lived. This year's goal, with a Class valedictorian, Katie was simple enough: If other property owner a bill, she ex-

"It is important that we sagging economy, was lofty Hellinga told classmates not car dealers can have banners plained. 

remember this day. It is im- by any standards, but the cam- to let high school define them, and streamers, why can't we? 

portant that we remember war paign, through its leadership Salutator ian, Katie The answer that came 

is not glorious," said former of chairman. Rick Seese, Y Mc Alpine reminded her fel- back was that the Lowell Plan-

Navy Honor and First United executive director. Will Welsh low graduates to keep an open ning Commission would pre-
Melhodist Church minister, and teams' campaign chair- mind, do what is right and to fer none of the car dealers 

Gordie Barry, who was also person, Jean Getzen raised 
this year's guest speaker at $51,800 in pledges, exceed-

the 139lh Day of Remem- ing their goal of $50,000 by a 

brance. little less than $2,000. 
• • • 

• • • Bob Rice told his fresh-

Cool is what Bushnell El- man students four years ago 

ementary first-grade teacher that some day they may all 

Annie Charles. graduate together. 

Charles is nominated by Sunday, Rice and the 

former s tudent . Brandy Class of 2003 did just that. 

Phillips and her mother. Deb The students received theirdi-

Phillips, Charles was then se- plomas and Rice directed the 

lecled by TV-13 as the recipi- LHS band for one final time 

ent of the "My Cool Teacher' 

recognition. 

as he brought to an end his 30 

years of service as the school's 

band director. 
• • • • • • 

Sunday 's 125th Com- Ideally, Mayor Exchange 

mencement Exercise at Low- Day is an opportunity for cit-

ell High School will signal the ies in Michigan lo see the dif-

exit of another class of stu- ferent businesses and ways in 

dents. which other cities serve and 
4T believe based on aca- enhance the lives of their resi-

demics, school and commu- dents. 

nityinvolvment and athletics, Lowell and Otsego took 

this is the best class to gradu- turns hosting one another's 

ate from Lowell High School city officials. Lowell hosted 

in my 24 years of teaching," Otsego on Thursday, May 15 

said Lowell health teacher and and then visited Otsego on 

girls track coach, Kathy Ta- Tuesday, May 20. 

lus. Lowell has been a con-

tinuous participant in Mayor 

JUNE 4,2003 Exchange Day since 1985. 
• • # 

Over 200 Cherry Creek As time winds down on 

Elementary f i f th -graders the completion of the City 

s h o w c a s e their functional in- Hal l /new pol ice stat ion 

ventions at the ninth annual project, clocks were put in/ 

Invention Convention. hung up in the tower. 

"The Cherry Creek gym- The clocks purchased 

nasium was filled from wall from Electric Time Company 

lo wall as students explained inc., were shipped in from 

and demonstrated their in- Medfield, Mass. They were 

ventions to family, friends and installed by Nugent Builders, 

interested onlookers. • • • 
For 294 Lowell High 

School graduates, a signature 

\ 

METRIC MANUFACTURING CO. 

1001 Foreman 
Lowell 

897-5959 
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JUNE 11,2003 

WIFnel was founded in 

September of 2001 and the 

wireless internet connection 

service was launched in 2003. 

The service provided by 

company founder, David 

Yomtoob does not require a 

phone m o d e m or cab le 

hookup . It is es tabl ished 

through a signal from a Low-

ell-based tower. 

• • • 

Through a coordinated 

effort with Regal Financial 

and Speerstra Insurance, Low-

ell Area Chamber of Com-

merce will award two schol-

arships to seniors of the 2004 

graduating class. 

• • • 

The Lowell Area Schools 

Education Foundation re-

cently awarded a grant to Rob-

ert Garcia, a science teacher 

at Lowell High School. 

The grant , va lued at 

$466.99, was used to purchase 

a Hewlitt Packard PhotoSmart 

printer, DataStudio software, 

and two USB links. 

• • • 

The Flat River Grill has 

certainly become a popular 

place. So popular that con-

cerns were raised at the May 

Lowell Planning Commission 

meeting about people cross-

f t I H i H ' •' ,< - • • 

mmM 
• m 

LAS dignitaries cut the ribbon for the new freshman wing at Lowell High school in mid August. The new wing opened Aug. 25. 

ing Main Street to get to the 

restaurant. 

City manager , David 

Pasquale said the biggest ob-

stacle for the city is that M-21, 

which is Main Street, is a state 

road overseen by the Michi-

gan Department of Transpor-

tation. For that reason, MDOT 

has the final say in any im-

provements or changes made 

to the road. 

• • • 

• • • 

WoHeLo , the highest 

award that can be received in 

Camp Fire USA, was be-

stowed on Lowell's Christina 

Getz, Bobby Gingerich and 

Katie Clements. 

WoHeLo is a self planned, 

individualized program of 

personal development and 

advocacy through which lead-

ership, teaching, service and 

speaking-out skills are dem-

onstrated. 

She has been that sooth-

ing, sensitive voice with a car-

ing ear who's always kept a 

light on and a door open for 

kids. 

The 2003-04 school year 

will seem a lot less comfort-

ing by the absence of Barb 

Pierce. 

The Student Service Cen-

ter counselor announced after 

spring break that her 30ih year 

would be her final year at 

Lowell High School. 

viding arts experiences for the 

Greater Lowell community. 
• • • 

• • • 

Through the planning and 

creation of a 25lh anniversary 

for the Lowell Area Arts 

Council, an idea was spawned 

for the creation of an event 

which will serve as an annual 

fundraiser. 

Art Attack, however, this 

year, will be a celebration of 

the Lowel l Area Ar ts 

Council's 25th year of pro-

Catapults, historically, 

were used in warfare. The sci-

ence behind them, however, 

makes the simple compound 

instrument an important 

model in Rebecca Lecuru's 

freshman physical science 

class. 

'The class is studying the 

motion and forces behind 

simple compound machines," 

Lecuru said. 

Lecuru was able to pur-

chase other types of machines 

through the funds of a teacher 

innovative grant f rom the 

Lowell Area Schools Educa-

tion Foundation. 

Instead, it was the work of 

a volunteer workforce of 

nearly 400 skilled and un-

skilled laborers constructing 

a new Kingdom Hall at 69 

Lincoln Lake Ave., north of 

Lowell's city limits. 

The Lowell congregation 

of Jehovah Witnesses within 

the last year sold their former 

meeting place on Alden Nash 

Ave. to the local VFW Post 

8303. 

ompson, Carr & Huber $300 

to hold the program. 

A f t e r fu r the r rev iew, 

Lowell city manager, Dave 

Pasquale and city attorney, 

Richard Wendt will recom-

mend that the planning com-

mission rescind the motion 

made by Grimm. 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

As a member of the 485 

Challenger, astronaut, Tony 

England was a most welcomed 

and fitting guest at Cherry 

Creek Elementary 's Aero-

space and Technology Day. 

• # • 

It was an opportunity to 

explore and enjoy nature while 

capturing their discoveries 

through the eye of their cam-

eras. 

A photography hike was 

part of the National Trails Day 

activities in Lowell, center-

ing around the North Country 

Trail which runs through Low-

ell. 
• • • 

The buzz of activity heard 

in Vergennes Township last 

week was not hornets build-

ing nests in the corners and 

cracks of residents' decks and 

garages. 

As long as school districts 

have fund balances, there will 

be differences as to when and 

how those monies should be 

spent. 

Facing over $ 1 million in 

cuts... some would argue that 

now would be a good time to 

dig into the fund balance. 

Gillette advocates using 

the fund balance to help cover 

the district's costs during the 

months of July, August and 

September. 

Why is that a problem? 

The district does not receive a 

state aid check in September. 

Because of that, there are not 

enough funds to get through 

those three months. 

JUNE 18, 2003 

Lowell Planning Com-

mission will revisit a motion 

which would have the city 

paying $300 for a seminar in 

which attendees would learn 

to read site plans. 

In May, the planning com-

mission approved a motion 

made by c o m m i s s i o n e r . 

Sherry Grimm in which the 

city would pay Fishbeck Th-

Her impulsive decisions 

o f t e n t i m e s ge t Natasha 

Versluys in trouble. 

This lime it got her a cof-

fee shop. 

Vers luys ' s decision lo 

open Voyages Coffee Shop. 

307 B E. Main, came while 

waiting to be seated for dinner 

at a local restaurant. 

The name, Voyages ma-

terialized because it fits in with 

Versluys's desire to create a 

travel theme for the coffee 

shop. 

• • • 

The idea of opening up a 

jewelry shore isn't one that 

came to Michelle Brigstock 

overnight. 

Actually, the notion of a 

jewelry store came to her five 

years ago. 

The jewelry store owner, 

who was bom and raised in 

Lowell, moved to Hastings 

six years ago. She has worked 

in the jewelry business for the 

past 22 years. 

Goldworks By Michelle 

opened in Lowell on May 1. 

• • 

Like three year olds, the 

Flat River Outreach Minis-

tries (F.R.O.M.) Thrift Store 

Cont'd next page ... 

Kate Scudder 
Mr. Bredin 

Cherry Creek Elementary 

LOWELL MEDICAL SPECIALISTS 
Mark Even house MD • John Mogor MD • 
Joan Miedema MD • Joel Vanderiet MD 

1150 N. Hudson, Lowell *897-8436 
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Joe Underwood of Grand Ledge brought his 1959 Mercury Monterey to the first ever 
professional vehicle show at Wolf Doggies on West Main Street. The car also goes by the 
name "The Bone Collector." 
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has gone from those early, 

wobbly steps to its present 

condition - one of offering 

fine quality merchandise to 

the public. 

The Thrif t Store con-

stantly keeps its racks full of 

c lothing, housewares and 

decorator items. As a result of 

donations from the commu-

nity, between $3-$4,000 in 

sales is generated each month. 

This money is used to fund 

the food pantry and emergency 

services. 

according to Lowell City Man-

ager David Pasquale. 

It is because the company 

has decided to move forward 

with a $1.7 million bonding 

project—with bonds issued by 

the city and approved by the 

council at the Monday night 

meeting—to increase its fa-

cility by 34,490 square feet. 

The Lowell Ledger-Wednesday, December 24,2003 -Page 21 

• • • 

Standard Oil Annuitants 

Club members gathered at 

Schneider Manor for a lun-

cheon Friday. 

Between the seven mem-

bers in attendance, the annu-

itants averaged 29 years of 

service as a Standard Oil 

Agent. 

They traveled f rom as far 

away as Otsego to share sto-

ries and comaraderie with 

L o w e l l ' s Sam " B a b e " 

Wingeier. 

Bom and raised in Low-

ell, the 96-year-old Wingeier 

worked at Standard Oil 21 

years before retiring in 1967. 

• • • 

Just for the fun of it, 

Fowler's Sharon Becker made 

a first-time trip to Lowell for 

the ninth annual Cherry Creek 

Classic 5K race. 

She left with a trophy and 

a $50 first place as the top 

female runner in the field. 

Travis Clement, of Byron 

Center, eamed his third con-

secutive top finish as he raced 

home in a time of 16:39. 

• • • 

TOTS on Track for School 

and Lowell Community Edu-

ca t ion wil l expand the 

district's early childhood pro-

gram beginning in September 

with a program for three- and 

four-year olds. 

Curiosity Comer will in-

clude time to play and make 

new friends, early literacy ac-

tivities, math games, arts and 

crafts, science explorations 

and gym time for active play. 

TOTS on Track for School 

was awarded a $78,312 grant 

from the community fund, 

with $10,000 used as match-

ing funds for the parents-as-

teachers' component. 
• • • 

Sibley Street, Grindle 

Drive and Jackson Street are a 

little closer to getting some 

much needed road improve-

ments. 

The Lowell City Council 

unanimously agrees to pub-

lish an intent to sell transpor-

tation bonds for the purpose 

of improving Sibley St. be-

tween Center St. and Valley 

Vista Dr., Grindle Dr. between 

Jackson St. and Hillside Ct., 

and Center St. south of Bowes 

Rd. The bond would not ex-

ceed $600,000. 

Litehouse Inc. is consid-

ered one of the shining mo-

ments during the past year, 

It was the hope of Sundry 

representa t ives that they 

would be able to bring prepa-

ration on its site located on the 

east side of the city by July 7. 

But the details that need 

to be ironed out for the project 

to move ahead may delay that 

start time. 

City Manager David said 

the developer couldn't start 

until the city got a Planned 

Unit Development ordinance 

in place on the project. The 

earliest that could happen is 

July 7. 

JUNE 25,2003 

The $1 million cuts an-

nounced by the school district 

earlier this month included the 

elimination of half-day Fri-

day kindergarten. 

It was replaced with speci-

fied full-day Fridays - leav-

ing some parents with child 

care issues. 

Lowell Area Schoo l s 

TOTS and Community Edu-

cation are offering Kinder 

Comer, a Friday learning and 

fun enrichment program. 

It will provide parents 

with a morning and afternoon 

program on the Friday their 

child will not be attending kin-

dergarten. 

^ . «*«.. 

The Red Arrow football squad won its season opener against the Grandville Bulldogs, 26-25 in a dramatic come-
from-behind victory. 

works underwritten by Lau-

rels of Kent will be on the 

evening of Saturday, July 12 

rather than Friday, July 4. 

• • • 

Through 37 years of own-

ing and operating Reitsma 

Electric, Ron Reitsma has ex-

perienced a lot of ups and 

downs. 

Recently he upped and 

moved from his long-stand-

ing location at 8765 28th St. 

SE in Ada to a new location at 

956 O.E. Bieri Dr. 

between $6,000-$8,000. 

The officials being re-

called are Lana Green, clerk; 

and Dennis Heffron and Paul 

Knoerl, trustees. 

The one common reason 

stated for the recall of the three 

GrattanTownshipofficials is 

that they've supported exces-

sive spending of township 

funds, especially for attomey 

fees. 

• • 

Dinner hour during Kent 

County Youth Fair week is 

peak time for patrons and food 

vendors. 

So when burned up wire 

took out power for two-and-

a-half hours, one can imagine 

there were a few upset and 

hungry people, least of which 

was Kent County Youth Fair 

board president, Ron Wenger. 

That problem which oc-

curred a couple of years ago 

will likely be remedied fol-

lowing the announcement that 

the Kent County Youth Agri-

cul tura l Assoc ia t ion was 

awarded a grant f rom the 

Harold Englehardt Lowell 

Area Community Fund in the 

amount of $28,300 to improve 

Cont'd next page . . . 

• • • 

The 9th annual Riverwalk 

Festival will have plenty of 

additions and acouple of very 

important changes. 

Gone is the singular La-

bor Day weekend Saturday 

where the Festival has resided 

for the past eight years - it has 

been replaced by two days of 

events in July (11-12). 

The other change: the fire-

The reason for a recall is 

political rather than judicial. 

There is, however, a con-

tingent of Grattan Township 

residents who believe that will 

change come July 15 when a 

special recall election is held 

of Grattan Township's clerk 

and two trustees. 

Grattan Township will 

incur a recall election fee of 

_____ 
' axM 

V. ' •'' 

s . 
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Alexandria Myers 
Mr. Bredin 

At its September meeting, the Lowell Area Schools 
Board of Education gave former Ledger editor Thad 
Kraus a plaque recognizing his commitment to the schools 
and community as a reporter and editor. Kraus left his 
post as editor Aug. 29, taking a sales job with Advance 
Newspapers. Kraus was with the Ledger for 17 years. 
Those in attendance at the school board meeting gave him 
a standing ovation following the presentation of the plaque. 

Cherry Creek Elementary 

i /1 VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP 

10381 Bailey Dr., Lowell 
Ph. 897-5671 
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power and safety at the multi-

use fairgrounds. 
• • • 

Ashley Renee Woern, 

ased 10 months, of Lowell, 

drowned in a bathtub while 

being cared for at a licensed 

dav care facility. <r 0 

Police and rescue work-

ers w ere called to 3101 Kiss-

ing Rock Lane on a drowning 

incident last Thursday. June 

19 at approximately 3 p.m. 

• • • 

Anthony Ingersoll and 

Gene Bandlow (Graveyard 

Haulers), of Grand Rapids, 

brought their first professional 

vehicle invitational show and 

swap meet to Lowell 

Saturday.The event held at 

Wolf Doggies. 800 W. Main 

St.. showcased hearses, am-

bulances and limos. 'There's 

no gore, filth, blood or guts 

it" s just a fun show with unique 

vehicles for people to view." 

said Ineersoll. Seth Tavlor w ^ 

brought his 1957 Cadillac 

Superior Coach. He bought 

the hearse in 1968 and had it 

convened to a camper in 1969. 

Joe Underwood, of Grand 

Ledge, displayed his 1959 

Mercury M o n t e r e y - a l i a s 

"The Bone Collector." 

"You can't beat free." 

said Low ell Planning commis-

sioner. Garland Berry, and the 

commission agreed. 

At its Monday night meet-

ing. the planning commission 

The Apple Blossom Bluegrass Band performed at Fallfest 2003 at the Kent County 4-H Fairgrounds Sept. 21. It w as 
the first time the West Michigan Bluegrass Music Association held its Fallfest in Lowell. The bluegrass association held 

its Mavfest at the same venue in May. 

rescinded its Mav motion to 
* 

accept a proposal from 

Fishbeck. Thompson. Carr. 

and Huber. Inc., for a S300 

planning commission seminar 

and instead go with a free of-

fer from Williams and Works. 

The May motion was 

questioned when a conflict of 

interest concern was raised. 

Lowell 's Junior Arrow 

gymnasts hold their first floor 

performance Thursday, June hunting is well upon us as the 

12 at Lowell High School. summer months move along, 

'The performances were and to help those searching 

treated like high school for those garage sale deals are 

meets," said Lowell High those little signs pointing the 

School gymnastics coach, direction. 

Michele DeHaan. "The Jun- Sellers, however, should 

ior Arrows program is to help be warned that signs placed in 

prepare the younger gymnasts the city right-of-way and on 

for the high school gymnas- publicly owned property, such 

tics team." as the Lowell Area Historical 

Museum, will be pulled and 

• • • tossed. 

The season for bargain 

^ 5 ^ 

A 

JULY 2, 2003 

They may not be consid-

ered a lot on the agenda for 

site plan reviews, but the Low-

ell Planning Commission is 

staying busy with ordinance 

revisions on such issues as 

fences, paved driveways, and 

stormwater run-off. 

In July, the commission 

will put to bed ordinance revi-

sions on dwelling floor areas 

to help better define what the 

city expects in residential con-

struction, a result ofthe num-

ber of variance requests on 

square-footage allowed in 

residential homes. 

Mika Meyers Beckett & 

Jones' new Lowell office at 

307-A E. Main St. opened on 

March 5. 
The law firm will rotate 

seven attorneys, specializing 

in personal injury, criminal, 

bankruptcy, tax, business, 

employment and estate plan-

ning. 
• • • 

Gordie Barry and his wife, 

Susan said "yes" to Lowell in 

February of 1993, because it 

sounded perfect for who they 

were. 

Shay Lyon 
Mr. Keglovitz 

Cherry Creek Elementary 

LowettTamify MedicaCCenter 

Paul R. Gauthier, D.O. 
James C. Lang, D.O. 
John G. Meier, D.O. 

Wayne Christenson, D.O. 
Larissa Hollander, P.A.-C. 

Julie Drake, P.A.-C. 

2550 West Main, Lowell • 616-252-5600 
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A church, school and com-

munity at-large, 10 years later, 

are saddened by news of their 

departure because of who they 

are. 
Barry, who held his last 

service at the Lowell First 

United Methodist Church on 

Sunday, June 22, holds his 

first service in Stevensvillc 

on Sunday, July 13. 

Shawn and Michelle Ford 

wanted to remove the dilapi-

dated cottage from the prop-

erty located on Fallasburg 

Park Dr. inside the historic 

Fallasburg Village and build 

a new two-story house on the 

lot. 

By a vote of 3-2, the 

Vergennes Township Zoning 

Board of Appeals denied a Pat 

and Sue Ford (parents/own-

ers of the property) variance 

request. 

A substandard size lot, 

setting a precedent and a de-

traction to the historical dis-

trict were reasons used by the 

ZBA lo deny their request. 

• • • 

Ohio Transformer rein-

stalled the transformer it re-

built after removing it from 

the Lowell Light & Power 

plant back in late February 

and early March. 

The cost for its work is a 

little over $100,000. That is 

roughly the same price LL&P 

paid, back in 1996, for the 20-

year-old transformer after an 

explosion/fire destroyed one. 

A toaster oven ignited a 

Monday morning house fire 

at 804 Riverside Drive. 

Lowell and Ada fire de-

partments were called to the 

home of Sandy Elmer around 

10 a.m. following a call from 

Elmer's neighbor, Dale Latva. 

Lowell fire chief, Frank 

Martin said the fact that the 

house was all closed up kepi 

the fire from spreading. "There 

was more smoke and heat 

damage than actual structural 

damage," he explained. 

JULY 9, 2003 

The sacrifices of the men 

and women in the military will 

be the focus of attention on 

Friday, July 18 when the U.S. 

Postal Service and VFW Post 

8303 unveil the Purple Heart 

definitive postage stamp dur-

ing a ceremony at the new 

VFW Post location, 3100 

Alden Nash. 

Lowell Postmaster Gil 

Brown will unveil the stamp 

in recognition of the men and 

women whose sacrifice has 

allowed Americans lo live in 

freedom 
• • • 

What's your name? How 

old are you? 

Those questions were fol-

lowed moments later by, 

"Congratulations Mrs. Janes, 

you're the mother of a bounc-

ing baby boy." 

Sarah Janes gave birth to 

Gavin Janes on June 25th at 

11:05 p.m. just 10 minute af-

ConVd next page... 
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ter her water broke. 

Nathan Janes , father , 

watched as his wife delivered 

their second son in the family 

driveway with the assistance 

of ambulance personnel. 
• • • 

The city of Lowel l ' s 

wastewater treatment plant as 

managed by Earth Tech was 

the winner of the Michigan 

Water Env i ronment 

Association's Health & Safety 

Municipal award. 
• • 

The Lowell YMCA, a 

branch of the YMCA of 

Greater Grand Rapids, is one 

of 450 YMCAs nationwide 

selected to receive a $5,000 

JC Penney Afterschool grant, 

enabling the Lowell YMCA 

to provide caring, mentoring 

staff for a Teen Center that 

serves youth and teens from 

Lowell and the surrounding 

area. 
• • • 

As the organ iza t ion 

charged with securing and 

preserving Lowell's history, 

it was appropriate that the 

Lowell Area Historical Mu-

seum would head up the gath-

ering of informational items 

to be placed in the corner-

stone of the City Hall/new 

police station. 

The items were sealed in 

the case on Monday, July 7. 

They will be placed in acavity 

near the entrance ofthe newly 

renovated City Hall at the 

July 12 comerstone ceremony. 
• • • 

The 3rd annual Lowell 

Community Health Fair will 

showcase health resources 

available in the community 

for residents. 

Area health-related orga-

nizations and health care pro-

viders will be on hand to dis-

play their services, give ex-

amples, and provide informa-

tion. 

The fair's charge is to pro-

mote the physical, emotional, 

and spiritual well-being of 

Lowell. 
• • • 

As participants in the Kent 

County Citizen Planner pro-

gram, Lowell's Mark Fleet 

and Steve Piatt volunteered 

with the VergennesTownship 

Open Space Committee to 
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with the Keyhole World 

Championship in the 14-18 

year-old division. 

• • • 

They came in all shapes 

and sizes - from a 432 Packard 

to a 462 Chevy Suburban - for 

the f i rs t ever R ive rwa lk 

Cruise-In held Saturday in the 

former Family Fare parking 

lot. 

"There was a complete 

spectrum of vehicles here to-

day," said car show coordina-

tor, Brian Meade . 

"We're pleased with the num-

bers and hopefully we'll be 

able to do it again next year." 

• • • 

There is almost 100 years 

that separate the brick which 

was used to build City Hall in 

1909 and the brick that was 

used for its renovation and 

new police station. 

Yet, the old and the new 

blend together like almost 

one...as did members of the 

old guard and those who cur-

After waiting since World War II for the chance, Margaret Koning, 80, flew in a Stearman biplane during the Lowell r e n t l y serve the city, for 
Airport h ly-in and Pancake Breakfast during the Fallasburg Fall Festival this year. The airplane is owned and piloted Saturday's comerstone laying 
by Ledger publisher Roger Brown. ceremony and open house 

which followed. 
complete community service lion people drink contami- however, it is also being used Australia, Brazil, Canada The cornerstone laying 

ours or certi ication from nated water every day. for advancement. and the United States were ceremony was conducted by 
Michigan State University »• — 

Extension. 

nated water every day. 

Most of those directly af-

fected are children five and 

• • • younger. 

Like the environment, the A Michigan Rotary water 

visual art exhibition, "Heal- filter foundation is going to 

ing Our Environment" may try to change that. 

be viewed from more than one Bob Hildreth is spear-

location. heading the civic project and 

Through a collaborative through his coordination with 

effort, both the Lowell Area Rotary International is able to 

Arts Center and the Franciscan break through the political and 

Life Process Center are dis- social barriers. 

playing works from the "Heal- • • • 

ing Our Environment" exhibit. Its mission was to improve 

The focus of this exhibi- personal gardens and to do 

tion is on earth-keeping rather nice things for the city of Low-

than a gloom-and-doom com- ell. 

mentary. That was 54 years ago, 

and other than the faces, the 

• • • focus of Lowell's Showboat 

YMCA childcare schol- Garden Club hasn't changed. 

arship funds are limited while The Garden Club has 

the growing number of kids hung pots of geraniums, pe-

using the program continues tunias and assorted annuals 

to grow. on the Showboat and filled its 

The Lowell YMCA window boxes and white 

childcare program provides planters along the Riverwalk. 

for 180 kids in a year and that 

is expected to climb. 

"Many students use it to just some ofthe countries rep- the Grand Lodge F.& A.M. of 

free up their schedule for elec- resented at the World Cham- Michigan and the Lowell 

tive classes," said Marlene pionship Appaloosa Youth Lodge of No. 90 F. & A.M. 

Heemstra, director of Lowell Show in OklahomaCity (June • • • 

Community Education/Alter- 30-July 5). Justin Bogdanik loved to 

native Education Program at Lowell's Katelyn Bush fish... whether in a lake in the 

Unity High School. participated in the champion- Upper Peninsula, a charter on 

ship for the second time in 
• • • four years, this lime riding off Cont'd next page . . . 
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• • • 

JULY 16, 2003 

It is estimated that 1.2 bil-

Summer school is often 

looked at as a lime for 

remediation. 

And it is. Increasingly, 

% 
% * \ 
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Ckristmas * 

Noah Burtt i r ^ i r ^ 

Mr. Hawkins . JLr w 
> Alto Elementary * 'TK' 

Canfield Plumbing & Heating 
403 N. Washington • Lowell • 897-0887 

. 1 

4 
Thomas Houlihan 

Mrs. Young S S 
Cherrv Creek Elementary 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ Bryan Grudzinskas 
Mr. Fillman 

Cherry Creek Elementary 

/ Animal Hospital a 
Pet Complex of Lowell 

11610 E. Fulton, Lowell 
897-8484 
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Lake Michigan, or in a stream 

in West Michigan. 

Sadly, ihe 18-year-old was 

fishing of sorts - searching lo 

find his way in life when he 

w as brutally assaulted on June 

26. Complications from the 

assault eventually look his 

life weeks later (July 9). 

JULY 23, 2003 

Reducing enercy con-W ±0 J 

sumpiion while maintaining 

comfort levels - sound like a 

good plan? 

Thai is exactly what En-

ergy Education. Inc. does for 

school districts throughout 44 

slates by focusing on elimi-

nating non value-added en-

ergy consumption. 

The Lowell Area School 

District recently signed a four-

year contract with Energy 

Education. Inc. 

It takes a while for a 

church and its new leader to 

work together in harmony. 

The process is acceler-

ated. however, when the per-

sonalities are similar. 

Michael T. Conklin. new 

pastor at Lowell First United 

Methodist Church, began that 

transition on Sunday. July 6. 

Conklin replaces Gordie 

Barrv. 

The 2002-03 Lowell girls 

//u'h'h/i'i1 (*(/ 

II 

Pat Allchin took first place in the second annual 
Lark in ' s Chili Madness Chili Cook-off with her "Picasso 
Supreme" chili. 

softball season was one for 

the record books. 

Lowell finished the sea-

son with a record of 25-10, a 

.714 winning percentage... the 

best in 14 years. j 

"Records were broken 

lime after time after time," 

said Lowell softball coach. 

Bob Rodenhouse . "Great 

j^lavs.creat hitting and great 

pitching made for a very suc-

cessful and special season." 

A happy and content 

Grattan Township clerk, Lana 

Green returned to work 

Wednesday fo l lowing 

Tuesday's (July 15) recall 

election. 

Hannah Vanderhorst 
Mrs. Young 

Cherry Creek Elementary 

James Reagan, D.D.S 
207 W. Main, Lowell 

Ph. 897-7179 

• 

Green along with town-

ship trustees Dennis Heffron 

and Paul Knoerl survived ef-

forts lo have them removed 

from their seals by the Grattan 

Citizens for Responsible Gov-

ernment. 
• • • 

Agreement on the sala-

ries of the lop three Lowell 

school administrators has been 

reached by the Lowell Board 

of Education. 

The salary and benefits of 

Lowell superintendent Shari 

Miller, assistant superinten-

dent for finance and person-

nel Connie Gillette, and as-

sistant superintendent for in-

struction, Jim White will re-

main frozen for the 2003-04 

school year with the intent of 

moving into the Health Alli-

ance Insurance when that be-

comes available. 

This decision was made 

on the heels of Lowell slash-

ing S1 million from its: school 

budget. 
• • • 

Light wasn't needed to 

unveil the activity taking place 

on M - 2 r s west corridor. 

A lighting ordinance, 

however, is needed to control 

and shield the amount of light. 

" Lowell Charier Town-

ship planning commissioner, 

Dennis Sanford and a group 

of four other lighting ordi-

nance committee members 

JULY 30,2003 

For the second lime this 

year, Lowell Cable subscrib-

ers will see an increase in their 

cable rates. 

The Lowell City Council 

unanimously approves a rec-

ommendation by the Lowell 

Cable Board lo raise cable 

rales $1.30 from $28.30 lo 

$29.60 per month. 

The increase, according 

to Lowell Cable general man-

ager, Tom Richards, is lo cover 

the increase cost lo carry the 

networks on the company's 

basic service. 

For participants of the 

Kent County Youth Fair, their 

time spent is a lime for learn-

ing and growing up... there-

fore mak ing the theme, 

"Youth Under Construction" 

a most filling one for the 69th 

annual Kent County Youth 

Fair. 

Fair board president, Ron 

Wenger and countless volun-

teers have been erecting 22 

new pig pens, 20 goat pens, 

six sheep pens, adding 50 feet 

of new still exhibit booths, 

and two tents for the housing 

of 42 additional horse stalls. 
• • • 

Vergennes Township ' s 

proposed wireless communi-

cation amendment proposal. 

been an ordinance until now. 

While Gra l l an ' s ordi-

nance covers a number of lakes 

in the township, Vergennes 

was written specifically for 

Murray Lake. 

Vergennes ' o rd inance 

will regulate the number and 

placement of docks and the 

docking, mooring and launch-

ing of walercrafl. 
• • • 

His life's motto has al-

ways been "Do what you can 

with what you have, where 

you are." 

By anyone's standards. 

Rev. Glenn Marks has lived 

that and then some... 

Now. after 53 active years 

as a pastor and leader of the 

Missionary Church , Rev. 

Marks and Norma will slop, 

lake lime lo visit grandchil-

dren in South Carolina, Min-

nesota and Indiana, and re-

flect on what they describe as 

an exciting, meaningful and 

rewarding life. 

A Lowell Township fire 

destroys the home and belong-

ings of Steve Hopkins and his 

three sons. 

The fire, at 10706 Cas-

caded, was called in by a 

passerby at approximately 

2:45 p.m. No one was home at 

the time. 

• 

r >*• 

Dante the alligator arrived at the Wittenbach Center in late September. He'll stay 
fairly small. 

presented their lighting ordi-

nance proposal lo the Lowell 

Township Board. 
• • • 

The final inspection list is 

12 items long. 

The problem with the list 

is Lowell Charter Township 

is being asked lo pay for extra 

work needed to make the cor-

rections al Grand River Riv-

erside Park. 

"I have a problem paying 

our engineer for this extra 

work when the work should 

have been done in the first 

place," said Lowell Charier 

Township t reasurer , Jean 

Huver. 

Townsh ip supervisor , 

John Timpson said he would 

be meeting with the park 

project engineer later this 

week lo discuss the board's 

position. 

by being more inclusive, re-

mains open and prepared for 

what the future may bring. 

By renaming the cell 

lower ordinance a wireless 

communication facility, Ver-

gennes Township clerk, Mari 

Stone believes the township 

is more inclusive of the differ-

ent type of technology facili-

ties which may arise. 

David Y omtoob, of 13980 

Rolling Creek, inquired lo 

make sure the definition al-

lowed for an internet anten-

nas. 

• • • 

• • 

The Vergennes Town-

ship/Murray Lake Dock and 

Boat Ordinance is intended lo 

mirror that of the ordinance 

which now governs the ma-

jority of lake properties. 

^ h i l e Gra t tan 

Township's dock ordinance 

has been in place for a while, 

a small southern portion of 

Murray Lake lies in Vergennes 

Township where there has not 

Meijer has scheduled a 

shopping bag full of changes 

beginning with its fall back-

lo-school campaign. 

The express line transfor-

mation includes a handful of 

changes. 

A new logo in 2005, A 

new slogan: We get high 

marks for low prices"; Anew 

look: New exterior look and 

logo; New line: More name 

brands, including Dockers and 

Levi Jeans; New emphasis: 

Fashion, electronics, healthy 

living and home accessories. 

This a n n o u n c e m e n t 

comes nearly a month after a 

less ballyhooed adjustment in 

the store's paper bag size. 
• • 

Alan Roush hoped lo get 

a preliminary go ahead to have 

a classic car dealership al 415 

W. Main Street, but the Low-

Cont'd next page... 
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ell Planning Commission was 

less than enthusiastic. 

Commissioners said they 

fell that the lot was simply loo 

small for what Roush pro-

posed. 
• • • 

To Stephanie Heaton and 

her partners it is the ideal lo-

cation: the quaint little house 

at 1132 E. Main Street with 

the river running behind it. 

It is the perfect place for 

their new business, a flower 

shop, to be located. 

The only problem they 

face is that the properly is 

currently zoned suburban resi-

dential, which doesn't allow 

for the type ofrelail they want. 

Several of the commis-

sioners said they were not in 

favor of spot zoning for one 

location, but would be willing 

The Lowell Ledger-Wednesday, December 24, 2003 -Page 25 

lani principal - is the desire to 

make that first year of high 

school the best experience it 

can be for each and every stu-

dent. 
Pallo attended Northwest-

ern Michigan College before 

transferring lo Central Michi-

gan University where she 

earned a bachelor's degree in 

education. Pallo then received 

her master's degree from East-

ern Michigan University. 

Gigi Peal knows one of 

the quickest ways lo build a 

successful volleyball program 

is lo win. 

Two key characteristics of 

a winning program, though, 

are consistency and continu-

ity... neither of which have 

evercalled Lowell their home. 

Lowell's new varsity vol-

leyball coach may be the most 

The2003homecomingcourtwas(backrow,l-r);JoshAbdoo,JeffMcPherson,TomEldridge,PatrickDoyle(King), consistent thing going in the 
to look al rezoning the prop- Ben Lemke and Alan Nugent: (front, 1-r): Leslie Koehn, Julie Halbeisen, Ashley Claypool, Stephanie Blanchard Red Arrow volleyball pro-

erty al 1132 E. Main Street (Queen), Rati Capps and Jamie Zoodsma. gram and she's only been 

coaching volleyball al Low-

ell for four years. 

along with everything up to 

the city's east property line, by the Lowell City Council 

where the river crosses. This when in a 3-2 vole the council 

would include the Moose decided not lo approve the 

Lodge and two vacant proper- o rd inance govern ing the 

lies. planned united development. 

AUGUST 6,2003 

then mixed in a Harvest Arts ber of Commerce through 

& Craft Show. Sept. 9. It is a problem created by 

Last year the makings of • • • the city's reconstruction of • • • 

an annual Chili Madness Chili Tim Haan was one of three North Division last year. Of the total high school 

Cook-off was stirred in by Wyoming Park instructors to During the street's recon- student population last year at 

Larkin's Restaurant as well as direct the sixth-through 12th- struclion last year, the grade Lowell, nearly half partici-

a Free Admission Day al the grade band progam. of the roadway was raised paled in an athletic activity. 

Lowell Area Historical Mu- Last year, there were 95 approximately two feet. LHS athletic director, 

seum(LAHM). high school students in Wyo- While a retaining wall was Barry Hobrla has spends a 

ming Park's band. installed along the front ofthe good portion of the summer 

As the new leader of properly, a similar structure f iguringouthowhe will run a 

Lowell's band program, Haan has been requested by Tho- 22 sport program with 535,000 

has the daunting task of over- mas and Sheryl Laird (220 N. fewer dollars in his budget, 

seeing a 250-member high Division) for the driveway. Some of those revenue 

school band. Following a discussion the losses wil l be r e c o u p e d 

• • • council meeting, an agreement through a 25 percent hike in 

No one sits higher in the was reached whereby the city the school's activity fee. 

martial art of Wu Shu than will pay 90 percent ofthe cost, 

A few more activities have 

been harvested for Oct. 11: a 

Historic Home Tour offered 

by the LAHM and the 

ll would seem lo most 

people that there really aren't 

i lot of issues when it comes From construction sites 

'.o putting up a fence, except and burial dirt piles lo their 

for maybe the type and height, own BMX track. 

However Mara l ene Thai's quite a jump, and 

'.aPonsie has learned in a the result ofacommittee of 15 

. ouple of months that creal- area youth (BMX bikers and chamber's Flat River Antique 

ing a fence ordinance allow- jumpers) who organized lo Fair. 

:ng residents lo put a fence in research and draw up plans • • • 

i heir front yard isn't that easy, for a track located between There was plenty of inspi-

Sloney Lakeside Park and the ration to go around al poet 

Lowel l Water Treatment laureate LindaNemec Foster's China s Master Wu Bin. 

Plant. creative writing workshops. China's most reknowned 

The committee, made up Foster guided participants martial artist and three of 

Garland Berry, who was ofmainly middle school kids through a writing experience China sworldchampions vis-

involved with the traffic issue and a few freshmen, then ap- which asked them to assume ited Kent County last week to 

LaPonsie is one of two 

ew Lowell city residents lo 

)in the nine-member Plan-

ing Commission. The other 

not to exceed 53,500. 

AUGUST 13,2003 

Education has been a won-

on Foreman and Hudson proached the Parks and Rec- the voice or object of the art- train Young Champions of derful experience at each stop 

streets. work and write a persona 

poem. 

His subjects are medieval Shu for I ive months. 

rea l ion Board for funds 

• • • ($2,000) to cover the cost of 

The Lowell P lann ing equipment lo build the track. 

Commission was expecting lo • • • 

hear about a new proposal for Lowell Area Chamber ot 

Grindle Court, the Sundry Commerce's (LACC) Scare- characters; his talent is years 

project located on the Phillips crow Building Clinic and the beyond his age. 

property. Lowell Merchants Harvest Lowell art enthusiasts 

What they got was a no Sales and Open House were have an opportunity to view years, 44 meetings, a threat ot 

show. the start for Lowell's Harvest Colelon Webber's work dur- a lawsuit and a councilman s 

Sundry's neo-lradilional Celebration. ing the Medieval Gallery ex- change in position, but none 

America the art of Wu Shu. for Amy Pallo. 

Lowell's Susan Hoag, a At the heart of Pallo's 

student of martial arts for 10 being - the new Lowell High 

years, has been studying Wu School freshman center assis-

The National FFA Orga-

nization announced that Kirk 

Johnson, of Lowell, was se-

lected as a finalist for the Na-

tional FFA Proficiency Award 

in Equine Science - Entrepre-

neurship. 

Cont'd next page . . . 

It took two-and-a-half 

development got shot down Kent County Youth Fair hibit at the Lowell Area Cham- of that mattered to the devel-
oper following the Lowell City 

Council's 3-1 vote to ap-

prove the planned unit devel-

opment ordinance for the 

Highland Hills project. 

a 

^55 

a is 

w 

a 01 
/ ' Y Y Y Y Y i V ) T Y T r i W ^ r 

Allison Oesch 
Mr. Hawkins 

Alto Elementary 

If A nmt-yAit 
JJome — dontractor — $1 uiiness - Pari. 

By makine the varsity football team this year, Patrick Doyle became part of a family football tradUion more than 
100 years old Doyle is shown in the picture at right. His great-great-grandfather (third from left, middle row), Arthur 

White, played for Lowell High School in 1900. 

"Serving the Lowell area for over 10 years: 

2401 W. Main, Lowell 
Ph. 897-8451 

* V 
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Johnson is one of only 

four people chosen lo com-

pete for this award at the na-

tional finals held in October 

during the FFA national con-

vention in Louisville. Ky. 
• • • 

Dery Physical Therapy 

Services. PC filled a void and 

a need when it arrived in Low-

ell a couple of years ago. 

Two years later, it now 

has a need to occupy more 

space. 

That need will be satis-

fied \\ ith its scheduled reloca-

tion to 901 W. Main in Sep-

tember from its current ad-

dress at 1004-A \V. Main St. 
• • • 

* 
L 

The eyes of a youth 's 

br ight ly lit face could be 

viewed from many locations 

at the b9th annual Kent County 

Youth Fair. 

That would include com-

ing off a ride, receiving a rib-

bon for an exhibit, success-

fully showing an animal, con-

suming that warm, tastv el- ^ ^ . . . . . . . . ~ . 
enh inr e i r thi \ p ir for thp Lowell High School Equestrian team won its third state title in October. The team was, in front, left to right: 
. . H ^ h i C Christian Koning, Michelle Wolf; middle, left to right: Gail Parker-coach, Jess Hamp, Travis Craig, Lauren VanEns, 
i i l i n k , a in a k k o p Steve Koning, Jay Seeley, Liz Foster; back row, left to right: Cara Wilcox, Kim VandenBerg, Jessica Bouman, Ashley 

^ Waldron, Kelly Foote, Jerry Parker, Collette Denmark and Carolyn Johnson. 
Steve Pianowski. Phoenix — 1 — 

Precision Air. LLC. and his 

companion. Libby Crisp were They have been replaced Lowell High School. 

at the fair with his Bell jet. with high expectations and a 

Ranger 206 B-2 helicopter focus on individual learning. 

providing five-minute rides 

over the fairgrounds and sur-

roundins area. 

The new S3.2 mill ion 

freshman center at Lowell 

High School was built with all 

of that in mind... that no stu-

• • • dent is lost between the cracks 

With three-fourths ap- and that they all receive the 

proval of its conference school greatest opportunity to learn 

boards, the OK Conference is all the skills necessary lo 

now officially organized and achieve. 

regulated for the start of the The celebratory ribbon-

new year... a year in which cutting ceremony was held 

expansion and realignment Monday (Aug. 11). 

will commence. 

Gone are the questions... 

When should we build? Where 

should we build? 

The number of partici-

pants and the value of the pro-

gram continue to escalate at 

For the 2002-03 school 

year. 266 Lowell High School 

students participated in Ad-

vanced Placement courses 

with an A.P. course test taken 

for college credit 188 of those 

times. 

This year, 379 are sched-

uled to enroll in an Advanced 

Placement course. That num-

ber is up 113 from the 2002-

03 total of 266. 

The program allows 

students to engage in a col-

lege level curriculum deliv-

ered from their home school. 

If a student scores high on a 

year-end exam in May, she/ 

he may earn a college credit. 

* / 
Molly W illemstein 

Mrs. Young 
( herry Creek Elementary 

BILL WHEELER 
Certified Public Accountant 

103 Riverside Dr., Lowell • 897-7711 

AUGUST 20 ,2003 

New books will be part of 

a "Backpack" package that 

will also offer hands-on print 

and manipulatives promot-

ing early childhood literacy 

for Lowell 's TOTS program. 

The 60 new backpacks 

and four storage hanging trees 

will be funded through a 

S2,500 donation by the Cherry 

Creek Classic 5KRunAValk. 

Cherry Creek Classic has 

made community contribu-

tions totaling S24,000 over its 

nine-year tenure. 

The biggest fair in its 69-

year history yielded the larg-

est grossing livestock auction. 

Kent County Youth Fair 's 

livestock auction sold 580 

units (cattle, pig, lamb, rab-

bits, chicken) raising a record-

setting $346,000; it eclipsed 

last year 's mark ($337,000) 

by nine thousand. 

• • • 

A Lowell man was ar-

raigned Monday in the 63rd 

District Court on one charge 

of failing to stop at an acci-

dent with serious injury. 

Chad Wesley Foster, 22, 

of Lowell is being held at the 

Kent County Jail on a $ 10,000 

bond. 

He and a friend (21 years 

old) were apparently racing 

when an accident involving 

two motorcycles occurred. 

• • • 

It's a year behind sched-

ule, but the expansion of the 

share-a-ride parking lot south 

of Lowell near the express-

way is complete. 

In all, there are now 116 

parking spaces. 

The total cost for the im-

provement was $ 111,000. All 

state and federal funds are be-

ing used to fund the project. 

• • • 

After some discussion 

about the lowness of the bid, 

the Lowel l Ci ty Counc i l 

awarded a sidewalk construc-

tion project to Cascade Ce-

ment Contracting, Inc. 

It was the lowest of three 

bids, coming in at $41,490 for 

the project that involves con-

struction and reconstruction 

of sidewalk. 

The project includes the 

west side of North Hudson 

Street from the north city lim-

its to Main Street, Foreman 

Road (south side) from North 

Hudson to Lincoln Lake and 

the north side from Lincoln 

Lake to near the railroad 

tracks, and Hunt Street (north 

side) just west of North 

Hudson. The city did receive 

Federal Community Block 

Grant funds for the project 

which totaled $50,701.78. 

• • • 

T w o c o u n c i l m e m b e r s 

wanted more information on 

which city roads may need to 

have construction work while 

two others sought more infor-

mation about those who had 

bid to be engineers for the 

proposed construction work. 

Lowell city staff presented 

fourbids forengineering work 

that would be needed for four 

road projects: Sibley Street 

f rom Center to Valley Vista; 

Grindle Dr. from Jackson 

Street heading east and north 

lo G r i n d l e Court ; Cen te r 

Street; and Foreman Road. 

City staff recommended 

that the engineering work be 

a w a r d e d to W i l l i a m s & 

Works, which has done sev-

eral such projects for the city. 

However, Williams & Works 

was not the lowest bid. Will-

i ams ' bid was $145 ,644 , 

which was about $11 ,500 

above the lowest bid presented 

by Wilcox Professionals. 

It could be a hot time in 

the town of Lowell on Oct. 11 

... not just because i t 's Har-

vest Fest, but Larkin's will be 

hosting its second annual Chili 

Cook-Off . 

Mike Larkin, owner of the 

restaurant, came before the 

Lowell City Council seeking 

to block off Broadway Street, 

which is one way going south, 

to host the event. 

The event was small, last 

year, but it did raise a couple 

hundred dollars for Flat River 

Cont'd next page... 

Audrey Blodger 
Mr. Fillman 

Cherry Creek Elementary 

owboat 
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC. 

"Personal Service Since 1973", 

1450 W. Main, Lowell 
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Outreach Ministries. 

• • • 

As a neighbor of Stoney 

Lakeside Park, councilman 

Jim Pfaller can attest to the 

problems the geese have cre-

ated in the park. 

"It 's a disaster," Pfaller 

said at Monday night 's coun-

cil meeting where he again 

brought up the subject of 

whether the city should per-

suade a limited goose hunt to 

help control the population. 

He did receive general 

support, with one resident stal-

ing al the end of the meeting 

he runs a business which 

works with non-lethal guns 

that could be the answer. 

Public Works director, 

Dan DesJarden said the city 

did cut away a triangle to help 

Mother Nature move the geese 

droppings further from the 

a r e a ' s s w i m m i n g sect ion. 

Even with doing that, the 

swimming section has been 

closed five times. 

A U G U S T 27, 2003 

To the extent that trees 

ire cleared to remove any dan-

ger of becoming entwined 

vvith energized power lines is 

aol, in many cases, left to the 

decision of landowners. 

"The idea is to trim the 

trees to minimize or eliminate 

any possible danger," said 

Lowell Light and Power gen-

eral manager, Tom Richards. 

Residents al the 900 block 

of Riverside Drive did not 

question the need lo trim trees, 

but question if last week's 

trimming went a little too far. 
• • • 

F igura t ive ly speak ing , 

they set the table in the morn-

ing and clear it off at night. 

Lowell bus drivers are the 

district's first and last contact 

with most of the school chil-

dren. 

Their work and job "well 

done is acknowledged at ihe 

lOth annual Lowell Bus Driv-

ers' Breakfast held by Dave 

and Jan Thompson. 

c». 
o f N o v e n i b a r 

mfm&m 

This year saw the largest Christmas Through Lowell in terms of vendors. Six businesses and 36 homes sold items 
by more than 125 artisans and crafters. 

• • • • # • 

Since opening in early 

1998, St. Mary's Pregnancy 

Center has delivered the goods 

lo 481 clients. 

It was the center's work 

and need that drew the atten-

tion of Cherry Creek Classic 

organizers, Thad Kraus and 

Terry VanderWarf. 

The race coordinators pre-

sented Collar with a check for 

$1 ,000 on Thursday. The 

funds will be used lo purchase 

supplies (e.g., food, milk for-

mula and diapers). 

The Franciscan Life Pro-

cess Center knows about help-

ing others during the lime of 

their life. 

For the f^rst lime this year, 

Farm Fest will have honorary 

co-chairmen: Peter Wege of 

The Wege Foundation and 

Frederik Meijer of The Meijer 

Foundation. 

Wege was a major benefi-

ciary who donated the land on 

which the Franciscan Life Pro-

cess Center was built. 

Farm Fest raises an aver-

age of $40,000 to supply the 

center's scholarship fund. 

A Lowell resident makes 

it clear that the fight over how 

the Sundry property should 

be developed is not over. 

Simon Rosenbaum, Jr. 

said he is not opposed lo the 

development of the land, just 

against how Sundry wants lo 

develop it. 

If Rosenbaum and the 

Concerned Nature Lovers of 

Lowell can gel enough signa-

tures on a petition, a referen-

dum could be brought before 

the city on whether the project 

should continue. 

According to Rosenbaum, 

the group needs about 15 per-

cent of the registered voters to 

sign the petition, roughly 398 

signatures. 

withdrew their petition. 

Clark Jahnke, planning 

commission chair, felt that a 

rezoning should not be deter-

mined by one particular prop-

erty and that the public hear-

ing should continue to see 

what would happen. 

The result was a resound-

ing "no" from those living near 

and on the property. 

The Lowel l P lann ing 

Commissioner unanimously 

voted down the rezoning re-

quest with all the properties 

remaining suburban residen-

tial. 

• • 

• • • 

Residents didn't like the 

idea and the Lowell Planning 

Commission agreed not to re-

zone property along the river. 

The original rezoning re-

quest came from a group plan-

ning to put a flower shop in at 

1132 E. Main Street. Before 

another regular planning 

commiss ion meet ing , the 

owners of the flower shop 

Members o f t h e Lowell YMCA's Youth and Government City Council learned about 

city government by adopting various government roles. They held their first meeting in 
City Hall Tuesday, Nov. 28. Participants included (from left to right) council members 

Lauren Ferguson and Elana Brubaker, city clerk Alex Cooley, mayor Josh Brubaker, and 

council member Cory Grzyb. 

The Lowe l l P lann ing 

Commission agreed to revisit 

the concept of an antique car 

dealership on Main Street . . . 

as long as it didn't involve an 

open air business special use 

permit. 

Last month, Alan Roush 

approached the planning com-

mission about an antique car 

dealership at 415 W. Main 

Street. The commission shot 

down the idea because the 

property, 66 feet by 132 feel, 

was loo small for an open air 

special use permit. 

C o m m i s s i o n member . 

Jim Hall said if some formal 

plans could be presented 

showing a carriage house type 

showroom that could house a 

few cars, he might be able to 

be convinced. Jahnke look one 

step further and asked if the 

commission would be willing 

lo consider the project as long 

as no vehicles were sold out-

side and that an open air spe-

cial use permit would not be 

needed. 

The general consensus of 

the commission was "yes" on 

the matter. 

SEPTEMBER 9 ,2003 

No, you won't be able to 

count your bathrooms, closet 

or hallways as living space. 

That is, according to the 

revisions to the city's ordi-

nance that redefines what can 

be counted as dwelling floor 

area (DFA) and what cannot. 

P l a n n i n g c o m m i s s i o n 

chair, Clark Jahnke told the 
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Lowell City Council discov-
4 ered how much it cost (about 

$1,000). 

Public Works director, 

Dan DesJarden said remov-

ing the feel look about 21 hours 

for city staff lo remove most 

of the paint plus an additional 

five hours. 

One city staff member 

cleaning the feet off suggested 

next year using something that 

was a little easier to remove.. . 

like chalk. 

• • • 

To thank the Lowell city 

residents for passing a mill-

age lo cover its operational 

costs, the Lowell Area His-

torical Museum will offer a 

free admission day once a 

month. 

City residents will be able 

lo visit the museum for free on 

the first Thursday of every 

month starting in October. 

One was built in the 1880s. 

One was built in the 1930s. 

One was a group home. And 

one has a resident ghost. 

These are the tidbits of 

information visitors will dis-

cover at the first Lowell His-

toric Home Tour set to run 

during the Harvest Celebra-

tion Oct. 11. 

Hosted by the Lowell 

Area Historical Museum, the 

tour will showcase eight his-

toric homes in the Lowell area. 

The tickets for the tour 

are $10, with proceeds going 

toward the museum's opera-

tional fund. 

• • • 

One of the greatest high-

lights for Ivan Blough this year 

was being invited to show-

case his home in the first Low-

ell Historical Homes Tour. 

His greatest horror came 

on Aug. 26 when, upon re-

Cont'd next page... 

city council the main purpose 

ofthe ordinance was to clarify 

some issues for builders and 

residents, and put the city's 

ordinance in line with the 

building code. 

The council unanimously 

approved the changes. 

Tis quite a mystery as to 

where those yellow duck feet 

came from. 

Concern over the feet 

started in August when a 

couple of councilmen said 

they thought the addition of 

the yellow imprints was cute 

forthe Riverwalk Festival,but 

now that the event was over, 

they should be r emoved . 

(Council members and city 

staff understood the paint was 

supposed to have washed 

away in lime.) Uncertain who 

placed them, the council di-

rected city staff to remove the 

feel. 

That was fine until the 
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turning from a vacation, he 

discovered that two trees in 

his f r o m yard had been 

chopped down to sawdust, 

hedges had been damaged, 

sidewalk and driveway bro-

ken. and 21 dents pm in his 

lawn. 

He lumed lo the city to 

cover the costs ($3,244) to 

repair the damage before the 

Oct. 11 Lowell Historical 

Homes Tour. 

Blough said he received a 

call from West Michigan Tree 

Service bin believes ii is the 

c i i \ ' s responsibility to lake 

care of this problem. 

Blough added he wasn't 

expecting payment lhat night 

- just a guarantee that the cily 

would cover the repair ex-

penses. 

Santa Dave Stevens and 

his wife/elf, Sherri were at 

the head of a long line of 

over 1.100 motorcycles that 

de scended on the Kent 

County 4-H Fairgrounds for 

the 9th annual Toy Run. 

Dave and Sherri's three-

and-a-half year-old son, 

Tony had passed away from 

cancer late in November. 

When you slice up a pie. ii 

doesn't really matter how you 

do it - there is only so much 

pie available no matter how 

many people you have to feed. 

The Lowell City Council 

is faced with (hat same siiua-

lion as ii tries to slice up the 

pie of money to cov er what 

seems lo be an ever increasing 

number of road repairs. 

"W e do not have enough 

money to take care of all of 

our streets." said cily man-

ager. David Pasquale, "unless 

you bring in a new source of 

revenue." 

, 
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Gillette said she has been told 

to prepare tor the economic 

problems to continue in 2(X)4-

2005 and that districts will 

once again have to look at 

their budgets. 

• • • 

Mike Pniewski bagged this five-point buck at 7:35 a.m. on opening day to win the 
Ledger's first buck contest. 

The cily does gel money 

from major and local street 

funds: and several roads will 

be funded through the Federal 

Grant and Major Streets Fund. 

A Police Citizens Acad-

emy program will be offered 

by the Lowell Police Depart-

ment for five weeks begin-

ning Sept. 23. 

The main objective is to 

make the public aware of their 

local police department - not 

to train one in becoming a 

police officer. 

SEPTEMBFR 24, 2003 

Good news is rare these 

days among schools facing 

freezes in state aid grants and 

other increasing costs. So 

when Lowell Area Schools 

found out it had been under-

paid by the state for Unity 

High School students, it was 

good news to end on the 2002-

2003 budget. 

But the news got even bel-

ter when Connie Gillete. as-

sistant superintendent of fi-

nance and personnel, in-

formed the district of a check 

received for adjusted taxable 

value from 1995-2002, which 

meant that the budget ended 

very close lo zero. 

The economic fu tu re 

doesn't appear to gel any bel-

ter for the following year. 

It all started over 100 

years ago when Arthur While 

played on Lowell's first foot-

ball team - what probably 

started a family tradition that 

would continue to the present 

day. His great-great-grandson 

Patrick Doyle now plays on 

the Red Arrow varsity fool-

ball team. There were six 

members over five genera-

tions who have taken the field 

for Lowell. 

Arthur White, great-

great-grandfather started 

the family tradition; Patrick 

Doyle, great-great-grand-

son continues it. 

The Lowell Equestrian 

team finished its season with 

two district championships 

and one reserve district cham-

pionship. Lowell will be send-

ing its B and C teams to the 

Charlie Alexander shovels snow outside Springrove Variety on Main Street. The area 
received its first significant snowfall Monday, Nov. 24. 

MIHA Stale Finals Oct. 23-

26 in Detroit. 

OCTOBER 1,2003 

This past weekend was 

the Fallasburg Fall Festival. It 

was the 35ih anniversary of 

the art fair at Fallasburg Park. 

Jochen Ditterich was at 

the first festival 35 years ago. 

Ditterich is a weaver, a trade 

he took up instead of starving 

when he moved from his na-

t i ve Germany to Varkaas, Fi n-

land in 1957. 

Since she was a young 

girl, Margaret Koning has 

loved airplanes. 

Since high school, she has 

flown in many aircraft-her 

husband was a (light instruc-

tor in the U.S. Navy-but never 

in a Boeing Stearman, the air-

plane in which her husband 

logged the most hours in the 

Navy. 

"I was courted by air," 

she said. She was nursing in a 

Catholic hospital near the na-

val base in Ottumwa, Iowa. 

Stanley Koning, while mak-

ing cross-country training 

flights, would circle the hos-

pital before landing at the base. 

After the Konings mar-

ried, Stanley Koning prom-

ised to one day take her up in 

a Stearman but in his whole 

life he never got the chance. 

He died of bone cancer in May 

of 1996. 

On Sunday, at the Lowell 

Airport Fly-in. the Kent wood 

resident finally got her ride in 

a Stearman flown by The Led-

ger publisher, Roger Brown. 

Brown's Stearman, built 

in 1941 forthe Army, was one 

of 10,000 Boeing's built to be 

the primary trainers for the 

Army and Navy during the 

WWII era. Of those, 1,000 to 

1,500 are still flying. 

Cont'd next page . . . 
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"I loved it," she yelled 

from the front seat. " I 'm glad 

I didn't have to wait until next 

year." 

• • • 

The house to the north of 

the Roth-Gerst Funeral Home 

on N. Hudson Street was lorn 

down Monday. 

"It was an old house and it 

needed a lot of restoration," 

said David Gerst, the owner. 

Gerst will replace the house 

with a lawn and plantings to 

beautify the funeral home's 

grounds. 

| j i K A 

• • • 

In one of its shortest meet-

ings ever, the Lowell City 

Council unanimously voted to 

have its citizens make the fi-

nal decision on whether an 

ordinance for a planned unit 

development should be re-

pealed. 

Last month, a petition 

against the Sundry project, 

Highland Hill, located at 751 

Grindle Ave., was presented 

to the council. William Bowie, 

attomey for the developers, 

raised several questions about 

the legality of the petitions 

including whether the circu-

lators were present when 

people signed. 

After three weeks of re-

view, Lowell city clerk, Betty 

Morlock certified that 431 sig-

natures were obtained, ex-

eeding the required amount 

. »f 15 percent of the city voters 
or 400 signatures. 

According to the ordi-

nance, cily attorney Richard 
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Mickel's face is familiar win a two-year term. 

around Lowell, he devotes 

countless volunteer hours to OCTOBER 29,2003 

the chamber and other organi-

zations in town. The Lowell High School 

Equestrian team eamed a third 

• • • State championship over the 

Monday night's Board of weekend. Lowell, with 206 

Education meeting showed points, won the B division, 

little change in efforts to re- defeating 18 other teams from 

solve contract disputes be- around the state. 

Lowell also fielded a C 

team which eamed 8th place 

at the State finals. 

Michael Nosko, a devel-

King Milling built an addition on top of its main flourmill to accommodate new 
equipment. The addition will increase King Milling's production capacity for white flour 
by 50 percent. 

Wendt said the city could hold 

the referendum election at the 

next election or have a special 

election. 

The council decided to go 

with a Dec. 9 election date; 

Dec. 16 as a back-up date. 

Morlock will have to sub-

mit an application to the state 

for final approval on the elec-

tion date. 

After the meeting, Bowie 

felt the city didn't give either 

side a chance to discuss the 
issue. 

In the end, Sundry owner 

Kevin Rude said the city is 

boxing not only the company 

into a comer but also "one of 

the oldest citizens in the city 
of Lowell, Mr. Leeman, the 

party who is selling the prop-

erty." 

OCTOBER 15,2003 

The smell of spices and 

tomatoes and something cook-

ing wafted at least a block 

around Main and Broadway 

streets Saturday. People were 

cooking chili - 24 pots worth. 

It was the second annual 

Larkin's Chili Madness Chili 

Cook-off. 

The judges found a chili 

called "Pat's Picasso Su-

preme" to be the best chili at 

the cook-off. Pat Allchin rep-

resented the Lowell Area Arts 

Council. 

Second place went to 
"Missing Jack's." Rocky 
Ashlock cooked the chili, 
which also won the People's 

Choice award. Scott Nagy, 

representing Phoenix Design 

and Build LLC, won third 

place with his "Hungarian 

Heartburn" chili. 

• • • 

V olunteer George Mickel 

is back at the Lowell Area 

Chamber of Commerce this 

week following a car wreck 

with a semi truck. 

The accident occurred last 

Friday on a rain-soaked 

stretch of M-21 near Ada. 

"The car was totaled," 

Mickel said. "At least I got 

out of it alive, that's the only 

thing that matters to me." 

tween the teacher's union and 

the board. 

Teachers in Lowell Area 

Schools have been without a 

new contract since the begin-

ning of the school year. Nego-

tiations remain stalled prima- oper, hopes to put 25 condo-

rily on issues related to health minium units on the comer of 

insurance costs. Valley Vista and Bowes Road. 

Connie Gillette, assistant The city ordinance, however, 

superintendent for finance and may force him to reduce the 

personnel, presented an up- number. 

date with a few changes - one Discovering the parcel 

requiring employees to begin would be about 2.2 acres, city 

contributing to health insur- manager, David Pasquale said 

ance starting Jan. 1,2004. The Nosko would only be allowed 

other change involves the to put 22 units on the propertv 

cap on insurance costs to be because the city code allows 

for 10 units per acre on an R-

3 residential site. Nosko said 

the 25-unit was to help keep 

the cost affordable. 

This year's city council A public hearing on the 

election will see the largest rezoning was set for Nov. 24 

field of candidates in eight at City Hall. 
years. 

This year's city council NOVEMBER 5 ,2003 

elects will face challenges 

ranging from budget con- A cooperative effort be-

straints to managing growth tween multiple area law en-

within Lowell's limited four- forcement agencies culmi-

square-mile city limits. nated in a high-speed chase 

The two highest vote-get- and the arrest of two men last 

ters will receive four-year Thursday. 

terms. The third-highest will ^ , 
Cont'd next page . . . 

paid by the district. 

OCTOBER 22,2003 
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Classic cars rumble down Main Street during the "Small World Christmas" parade 
Dec. 6. 
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lesses 

Police focused their in-

ves t iga t ion on Bruce 

Wire man. 24, of Greenville, 

and John Lilly, 25, of Ionia 

County, after receiving a tip 

lhat they were involved in 

break-ins in the area. 

Wireman and Lilly had 

lies to the Lowell area and are 

linked to break-ins here, else-

where in Kent County, in 

Greenv i l l e and in Ionia 

County. Additional charges 

are being sought. 

The Lowell Moose Lodge, 

the Lowell YMCA and the 

Vennen Chrysler dealership 

were all broken into in the 

week before the arrests. 

rwiiiiwiftirfli 

MW I1P I»1 

• • • 

The cily will continue to 

help fund a busing service for 

seniors and handicapped per-

sons. 

The North Kent Transit 

Service, which is run through 

Hope Network, sought to fi-

nalize its 2002-2003 budget, 

which ended at $10,176, and 

to establish its 2003-2004 bud-

get. proposed al $4,000. 

Pasquale said the city has 

not used general funds in sub-

sidizing the North Kent Tran-

sit program, only block grant 

monies, and as he understood 

it. as long as the city continues 

to receive community devel-

opment block grant money, 

the city will continue to help 

The sixth-grade string ensemble at the Bushnell Elementary auditorium where they 
played their first concert Friday, Dec. 5. The string ensemble is the first step in building 
a school orchestra program in Lowell Area Schools. Pictured, front row, left to right, are: 
Jessica Ryder, Cassie Balfour, Phillip Getzen, Rachel Rowley, Cassie Miles and Sarah 
Buist; back row are: music teacher Marti DeYoung, Parker Liu, Kyle Mayhew and 

Moriah Rowley. 

Jonathan Nichols was the winner of the fifth-grade 
National Geographic geography bee at Cherry Creek 
Elementary. He won by correctly answering the question, 
"The Yukon River flows across Alaska before emptying 
into what sea?" The answer, of course, is the Bering Sea. 

fund it. 

The program came to 

Lowell in 1999. 

Both Lowell and 

Vergennes townships contrib-

ute. Lowell Township had 201 

riders for the 2002-2003 year; 

Vergennes Township had 175 

riders. 

• • • 

For the city's retirees, it's 

a small increase each year to 

help with inflation, but it 

sparked a little debate over 

whether that two-percent in-

crease was too much. 

The increase is dictated 

by the Municipal Employees 

Retirement System of Michi-

gan, said Lowell police chief, 

Jim Valentine. It is either ap-

proved or i t ' s 

zero. Counci lman, Mike 

Blough said the issue is get-

ting the best people for the 

city of Lowell and one way is 

through a valid retirement pro-

gram. He felt the two-percent 

increase was fair. 
• • t 

The Lowell Education 

Foundation will present its 

li i 

fa 

Firefighters battle the blaze that on Monday, Dec. 15 destroyed the home of Dave and 
Diane Himebaugh. 

second annual Dinner With 

Friends fundraiser this Satur-

day. Eight homes in the Low-

ell area promise wonderful 

food and hospitality. 

The program will end at 

the City Hall where a talented 

jazz ensemble will perform. 

For $50 per person, it's a 

wonderful way to help the LEF 

raise funds for Lowell student 

programs. 

NOVEMBER 12,2003 

This weekend will be the 

twelfth and largest Christmas 

Through Lowell with more 

than 125 crafters in 36 homes 

and six businesses through-

out the three-day event. 

'This is the biggest one 

yet - the most we've ever had," 

said organizer Jody 

Haybarker. "So hopefully 

we'll have record crowds." 

Last year, Chr i s tmas 

Through Lowell attracted at 

least 1,500 people. 

• • • 

Monday's Board of Edu-

cation meeting on contract ne-

gotiations consisted mostly of 

a review of last month's up-

date. Proposals for both sides 

remain the same. 

The last mediation ses-

sion between the board and 

the teachers' union occurred 

Monday, Oct. 20. 

The next scheduled me-

diation is for Nov. 20. Connie 

Gillette, assistant superinten-

dent for finance and person-

nel, said this was a mutually-

agreed-upon delay. The rea-

son for the delay is uncer-

tainty regarding state fund-

ing, which the board hopes 

will become clearer by the 

20th. 
The state is currently deal-

ing with a $361 million short-

fall in its education budget. 

The teachers and union 

support staff have been with-

out a contract since Aug. 31. 

Negotiations remain snagged 

on issues of health insurance 

costs. The board insists that 

teachers must share some of 

the cost of insurance. 

As contract talks drag on 

in three other districts in the 

county-Kentwood, Kenowa 

Hills and Rockford-teachers 

countywide are making con-

tingency plans for possible 

strikes. 

Teachers al Monday ' s 

meeting stressed that they 

have no interest in striking, 

and have expressed none. 

A nine-year-old girl was 

struck by a car Sunday after-

noon on W. Main Street. 

The incident occurred in 

front of the Admiral Station. 

Preliminary reports indicate 

lhat the girl darted out into the 

street, failing to see a west-

bound car. 

As of Monday morning, 

the girl was listed in fair con-

dition al Spectrum Health 

Butterworth Campus. 

The dr iver , 48, of 

Muskegon, was driving a 

1999 Cadillac DeVille. 

"It's a dangerous spot to 

cross mid-block," Lowell po-

lice chief, Jim Valentine said. 

NOVEMBER 26, 2003 

Rick and Sarah Nelson 

opened their mortgage busi-

ness three months ago on Main 

Street in Lowell. The idea was 

and continues lo be pulling a 

local face on mortgages and 

loan financing. 

A lot of mortgage busi-

nesses are isolated from their 

clients. Rick Nelson said. 

Nelson and his wife have 

each worked in the mortgage 

and loan business for more 

than five years, mostly in 

Grand Rapids. 

• • • 

Thornton Wilder 's The 

Skin of Our Teeth is the Low-

ell High School all-school play 

to be presented Dec. 4, 5 and 

6 al the Lowell Performing 

Arts Center. 

The Skin of Our Teeth has, 

throughout its history, been 

considered a monumental and 

monumenta l ly c o n f u s i n g 

play. Wilder himself, while 

writing it, called it the most 

Cont'd next page... 

... < 

# ^ 4 'k 

^ A V 'A 

Ml 

Erik Ingebretson 
Mrs. Schneider i 
Alto Elementary 

HcLppy 
/ 

m 

211 E. Main, Lowell 
897-6746 

*)( 

* * * * ***4 

t 

JLfc Joshua Depew ^ 
Mr. Hawkins 

Alto Elementary 

f DEEM lUUBEB 
Alto, Michigan • 868-6026 

Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - noon 

sT1 

Year-ln-Review, 
continued... 

ambitious play he had at-

tempted. It is a very ambitious 

play for a group of high school 
actors to take on. 

DECEMBER 3, 2003 

On Thursday, May 25, 

1944, under the headline "Sgt. 

Wm. Kollar, Reported Miss-

ing, Eludes the Enemy For 30 

Days and Nights," The Led-

ger reported on Staff Sgt. 

William Kollar. 

The report told lhat Kollar 

was back in Lowell again 

"with the home folks" after 

having his B-24 bomber shot 

down and hiking miles 

through the Balkans. 

"His exper iences and 

those of the other members of 

his bomber crew," the story 

continued, "make a graphic 

story as thrilling as any that 

have yet come out of the war." 

Kollar began writing a 

manuscript of the story after it 

became de-classified in the 

I >60s. He later approached 

Nikos Ligidakis, an author in 

•'le slate where Kollar now 

i esides, Arizona. Ligidakis did 

some research of his own and 

built Kollar's manuscript into 

a book. Its title is The List 

Mission and it has been avail-

able for about a year now. 

A copy will be available 

al the Englehardt Public Li-

brary. 
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property. She got a stay of 

execution for the tree, but no 

guarantees that it won't have 

to come down. 

...This meant that 

Johnston's tree is saved from 

the ax until that 

meeting. 'This should have 

been resolved and taken care 

of many years before it came 

to this," Tom Richards, Low-

ell general manager of LL&P 

said. 
• • • 
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By early December, the exterior brickwork was complete at the new Murray Lake Elementary. There will be an 
open house at the new school building Sat., Jan 17 from 1 to 3 p.m. 

• • 

As the first wellness di-

rector for the Lowell commu-

nity, Jessica Johnston is cur-

rently familiarizing herself 

with the area's health needs. 

... Johnston has an office 

al Cherry Creek Elementary 

and al 207 Jackson Street. Her 

office phone number is 340-

7781 or she can be reached by 

e-mail at jjohnslon@lowell 

schools.com. 

King Milling is building 

an addition on top of their 

main Hour mill. Once com-

pleted, it will allow the com-

pany lo increase while Hour 

capacity by 50 percent. 

... "We're hoping lo gel a 

seven-day down period to 

make a cut-over and do that 

around Memorial Day," said 

Brian Doyle. 

ids is designing the condo-

miniums. 
• • • 

• # 

A nearly completed resi-

dence in the Main Street Con-

dominiums building will be 

shown during an open house 

this Saturday. The condo is 

the first of four in the building 

that was formerly part of the 

Flat River Antique Mall. Craig 

Architects Inc. of Grand Rap-

The ballots have been 

printed but whether or not the 

citizens of the cily of Lowell 

will be voting on appealing a 

planned unit development or-

dinance next week is still up 

in the air. 

On Nov. 21, Kent County 

Circuit Court Judge Dennis 

B. Leiber decided in favor of 

Sundry that the Dec. 9 elec-

tion on the PUD ordinance for 

the developers' Highland Hill 

project would not be in accor-

dance with Michigan law. 

... Sundry contends that 

not approving the project 

would have a major impact 

on the cily in terms of taxes to 

the cily and school, lost rev-

enue to local businesses, and 

would impede the individual 

property rights. 

Sandy Johnston hoped by 

going lo the Lowell Cily 
Council she would be able to 

save the only tree on her 

For the past 10 years, the 

cily ofLowell, like many Kent 

County municipalities, has re-

lied on the county lo produce 

and mail its tax bills. Due to 

the need lo upgrade , the 

county has decided lo gel out 

of the lax administration busi-

ness. 

With this move, the cily 

of Lowell needed to purchase 

new software to process lax 

bills and delinquent taxes. 

The first year includes free 

software support. After lhat, 

the support is around $600 a 

year, coming from the city's 

data processing fund. 

... The county plans to be 

out of the lax administration 

business by March I, 2004. 

DECEMBER 10,2003 

The annual Santa Parade 

and related festivities hap-

pened this weekend in down-

town Lowell. 

The theme of the ~o~ade 

was "Small World Christ-

mas." For their interpretation 

of this theme. Alto Girl Scouts 

took first p lace h o n o r s . 

Dressed as international flags, 

the girls collected more than 

80 toys for Flat River Out-

U f E E u 
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Santa makes his way down Main Street during the "Small World Christmas" parade Dec. 6. At the reins is Brian Doyle. 
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reach Ministries. Inc. 

Second place went to the 

Lowel l Area His tor ica l 

Museum's float. The Kent 

County Youth Fair, whose 

float featured livestock, took 

third place honors. 

This year there were 70 

entries in the parade. 

• • • 

Sixth graders from Low-

ell Middle School performed 

string music for first graders 

at Bushnell Elementary last 

Friday. 

...This year, sixth graders 

have been able to lake orches-

tra class during the school day. 

This is the start of w hat 

Lowell Area Schools hopes 

w ill eventually become an or-

chestra program. 

Mediation between ihe 

Low ell Area Schools board of 

education and teachers' union 

will take place Dec. 17 after 

months of delay. 

On Nov. 6. Gov. Jennifer 

Granholm announced a $196 

cut to the state's per pupil 

allow ance. The governor and 

legislatures have been work-

ing since then to come up with 

a better plan ... 

During the public com-
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ment session al the school 

board meeting Monday, teach-

ers and parents expressed their 

desire to get the contract 

settled quickly... negotiations 

were causing bad feelings in 

the community and were an 

unnecessary distraction lo the 

educators. 

... At Monday's school 

board meeting, both public 

comment and commentary 

from board members ex-

pressed urgency and hope that 

the next mediation will result 

in a settlement. 

Those heading to the polls 

yesterday to vote on a referen-

dum measure were greeted by 

a notice stating that the polls 

were closed. 

The Michigan Court of 

Appeals faxed a notice over to 

the city slating the court in-

tended not to intervene on Cir-

cuit Court Judge Dennis B. 

Leiber's decision to suspend 

the referendum election that 

was set for yesterday, Dec. 9. 

"[Sundry] can proceed 

with the project," said cily 

manager, David Pasquale, in-

dicating that the Michigan 

Court of Appeals' decision 

cleared the way for the project 

to go ahead. 

Sundry will be required to 

follow the PUD ordinance put 

in place at the Aug. 4 meeting. 

DECEMBER 17,2003 

Firef ighters f rom the 

Lowell Area Fire Department 

and the Ada Township Fire 

Department responded to a fire 

at 178 S. Pleasant St. Monday 

morning. 

No one was home when 

the fire broke out. 

It look the two depart-

ments three hours lo fully ex-

tinguish the blaze. Lowell fire 

chief, Frank Martin said the 

house was old and had no fire 

barriers. This allowed the fire 

to gain intensity and spread 

quickly. 

The house belonged lo 

Dave Himebaugh. 

The cause of the fire re-

mains under investigation. 

• • • 

For the past two weeks, 

Mark Kasmer has been work-

ing full lime as Lowell Area 

Schools' assistant superinten-

dent for curriculum and in-

struction. He said he is com-

fortable with the job so far. 

As assistant superinten-

dent for curriculum and in-

struction. it is Kasmer's job to 

make sure LAS teaches ev-

erything it needs to and with 

the proper books and materi-

als. He replaces Jim While, 

who recently retired from that 

capacity though lie remains 

involved in the schools in other 

roles. 

"You have a very com-

mitted staff and a hard-work-

ing staff, and you also have a 

good community family struc-

ture, good family involve-

ment," he said. 

Chamber of Commerce, sent 

surveys out to local businesses 

following the recent "Small 

World Christmas" parade and 

events. She said most busi-

nesses downtown reported an 

increase in business lhat day. 

• • • 

Last Thursday seven 

people representing Lowell 

businesses and its arts com-

munity attended a conference 

in Lansing seeking ideas re-

lated to making Lowell a 

cooler city. 

The conference, tilled 

"Creating Cool: linking cul-

ture, community and the 

economy," was the ninth an-

nual meeting of the Michigan 

Council for the Arts and Cul-

tural Affairs. The idea of the 

conference was to get people 

talking about ways the busi-

ness types and the creative 

types can work together lo 

improve cities... 

" ... One thing I really 

noticed working here," Low-

ell Area Arts Council direc-

tor, Lorain Smalligan said. 

"Working here, there is al-

most like this underground of 

artists in this community that 

are slowly coming out of the 

woodwork."... 

...Liz Baker, executive di-

rector of the Lowell Area 

Fifth graders at Cherry 

Creek Elementary shipped out 

170 holiday care packages to 

service men and women in 

Iraq. The name of the project 

was "Project Hero." 

One s tudent in Mrs. 

Pupel's second grade class 

took it upon herself to collect 

more than $200 from family 

and friends. She personally 

brought in 47 boxes for the 

troops. 

Sheryl Cadwallader, an 

employee at Root-Lowell, first 

brought the "Project Hero" 

idea to fifth-grade teacher, 

Mary Beth Reed. Root-Low-

ell donated the first $100 of 

the nearly $500 in shipping 

costs to send the packages. 

• • • 

For the past several 

months, the Lowell Area His-

torical Museum has been un-

dertaking the restoration of 

the second half of the house it 

occupies. 

Now, it is stepping up ef-

forts in phase two of its fund 

drive. The current fund drive, 

to finance the expansion of 

the museum, has been ongo-

ing since the museum opened 

in the fall of 2001. The mu-

seum still needs to raise about 

$130,000 in order to reach its 

goal of $231,000. 

The new part of the mu-

seum, which will occupy the 

east half of the first floor, will 

include two rooms for exhib-

its. In addition, the formal din-

ing room will be restored as 

closely as possible to its origi-

nal condition as will the front 

parlor. Plans also include a 

small gift shop.... 

Robert William Graham, 

built the brick house at 325 

W. Main St. in 1873. The 

house is Victorian in design.... 

Robert Graham's in-laws, 

Joseph and Julia Post, lived in 

the east side ofthe house. The 

Posts had moved to Lowell 

from Connecticut (Graham 

was born in Lancashire, En-

gland). 

The various uses the build-

ing has been used over the 

years have made restoration 

more difficult. This is espe-

cially true of the modifica-

tions made to the space lo 

convert it lo a YMCA. 

In removing the modifi-

cations, Ivan Blough and sev-

eral others who have worked 

on the house have learned a 

lot about how houses were 

constructed in the 1870s. 

/ 
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Cherry Creek Elementary 
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Megan Montgomery 
Mrs. Melle 

Cherry Creek Elementary 
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Taryn Endres 
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Varsity wrestling topples Sparta; 
JV triumphs at Belding tournament 
By Dan Schneider 

The varsity wrest l ing 

squad won its match last 

Thursday against an injury-

weakened Sparta. 

The teams split the victo-

ries al seven each. Lowell won 

the match 39-29 by pinning 

its opponents. 

Sparta look the first match 

at 160 with Kyle VanderHyde 

winning a 13-5 major deci-

sion over Lowell ' s Jason 

Nearing. 

Lowell's Ryan Dykhouse 

countered by pinning Glenn 

Graham in the first round at 

171. 

"What set us apart from 

them was the pins," Lowell 

varsity coach, Dave Strejc 

said. 

Also winning by pin for 

Lowell were Ray Seese (103), 

Mike Thomas (112), David 

Kropf (125), Joe Mendez 

(130) and James DeLiefde 
(145). 

"Trevor Foss wrestled a 

great match at heavyweight," 

Strejc said. 

Foss won an intense 

heavyweight match with a 7-

6 decision. 

The Spartans came to the 

match minus three starters. 

"We lost two matches we 

should have won," Sparta head 

coach, Ron Helmboldt said. 

"25 and 12 and that was the 

match, that was it." 

"1 think in all honesty we 

won the battle of the walking 

wounded," Strejc said. 

The junior varsity wres-

tling team traveled to and won 

the Belding tournament last 

Saturday. 

The next wrestling action 

for the varsity team will be 

Saturday at the Grandville 

tournament. 
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Lowell's Matt Kilmartin breaks away from Sparta's Sam Sokolowski in the 135 

match last week versus Sparta. Sokolowski won the match by scoring a takedown in 
overtime. 

At left, Lowell's David Kropf works to roll over Sparta's Rob Yahrmarkt in the 125 
match against Sparta last Thursday. Kropf w on by pin in the second round of the match. 

Student Financial Aid night, Jan. 8 
The Lowell High School 

counseling staff is sponsor-

ing a financial aid night for 

students planning to attend 

college next fall. Juniors, se-

niors and their parents will be 

guided through the process 

of filing for and receiving fi-

nancial assistance. 

JoAnn Litton, assistant 

director of financial aid at 

Grand Valley State Univer-

sity, will simplify the some-

times confusing process of fill-

ing out the Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) applying for grants, 

scholarships and certain low 

interest loans. 

The FAFSA is the comer-

stone upon which all financial 

aid is granted. This applica-

tion is based upon both parent 

and student incomes and must 

arrive at the processor by 

March 1. 

Plan to attend this infor-

mative meeting Thursday, Jan. 

8 at 7 p.m. in the Lowell Per-

forming Arts Center at the high 

school. 

* 
I 
i 

Family Dentistry & Braces 
Todd Gillan, D.D.S. 

Quality Dental Care 
For You & Your Family 

• We Welcome New Patients 

Early Morning & Evening 

Appointments Available 

We Cater To Cowards 

Free Evaluation For Braces 

897-8491 (across from Family Fare Shopping Plaza) 

2 1 8 6 W. M a i n • L o w e l l NOT A SPECIALIST 

ft 

} 

Separate Tickets: 
$10 Party: doors open at 8:00 pm 
Cash bar -hors d'oeuvres/a la carte 

$15 Gourmet Buffet 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

First come first served - limited seating capacity! K 

§ 
K3 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: 
Deer Run Golf Course 

13955 Cascade Road • 897-8481 and 

Greenndge Realty 
1160 West Main St. • 897-9239 M l R w ^ 

m 
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Notices in The Ledger's "Com-

ing Events" are free of charge 

to any nonprofit organization 

in the Lowell, Ada, Alto & 
Saranac areas. We prefer 

such notices to be kept brief 

and to be submitted by mail, 

but will accept notices by 

phone at 897-9261. 

EVERY OTHER SUN: 

Single adults meet 4 - 5:30 

p.m. 1st United Methodist 

Church, Lowel l . Social 

time/Bible study. Mark897-

8642/Tammy 897-0872. 

EVERY MON.: LHS Fel-
lowsh ip of Chr i s t i an 
Athletes & Friends, 7-8:30 
p.m. in members' homes. 
676-1355. 

THIRD MON. OF EACH 
MONTH: Fallasburg His-

tor ica l Soc ie ty board 

meetings at chamber or 

Fallasburg, 7 p.m. All in-

vited.897-7161 for info. 

SECOND MON. OF EACH 
MONTH: Lowell Board of 

Education meets 7:00 p.m. 

in Administration Building, 

300 High Street. 

SECOND MON. OF EACH 

MONTH: BowneTownship 

Historical Society meeting 

at Historical Museum, 84th 

and Alden Nash, 7:30 p.m. 

THIRD MON. OF THE 

MONTH: Lowell Showboat 

Garden Club, 7 p.m. in 

Fe l lowsh ip Ha l l of 

Nazarene Church. Call 

Dave, 897-2533. 

MON. OR TUES.: Cub 

Scouts, boys in 1st - 5th 

grades, Alto or Lowell. Call 

Terry Amidon at 897-8751. 

FOURTH MON. OF EACH 
MONTH:Clark-EHis Ameri-

can Legion Post 152,3100 

Alden Nash S.E. at 7:30. 

THIRD MON. OF EACH 
MONTH: Women of the 

Moose business meeting 

at 7:30 p.m. 

EVERY 1ST MON.: 
V.F.W. Post #8303, 3116 

Alden Nash S.E. at 7 p.m. 

EVERY MON.: Boy Scout 

Troop 102,11 & up or com-

pleting 5th-grade, meets 

7-8 :30 p.m. at Scout 

Cabin. Terry 868-6481. 

1ST & 3RD TUES.: Dia-

betic Support group, 9:30 

a.m. at Schneider Manor 

Communi ty Room, 725 

Bowes Rd. 

2ND &4TH TUES.: MOPS 

- Mothers of Preschoolers 

...because mothering mat-

ters. 9:15-11:30 a.m. at 

Impac t , a W e s l e y a n 

Church, 1070 N. Hudson. 

Call 897-8304 for details. 

SECOND TUES.: G.R. 

Chapter of the American 

Sew ing Gui ld, D.W. 
Richardson Center, 5255 

Grand River Dr. 6:30 so-
cial time; 7 p.m. program. 

Sandy, 285-0621. 

TUES.: Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly Tops Ml#372 

meets Key Heights Mobile 

Home Park Community 

Bldg. Weigh-ins 5:45 p.m. 

TUES. : Flat River 

Woodcarvers, LAAC, 6:30-

8:30 p.m. 

1ST TUES.: Adults with 

AD/HD at Calvin College, 

7-9 p.m. Call Gary Engle 

at 897-6325 or 248-2423. 

S E C O N D & F O U R T H 

TUES.: Saranac Needlers, 

need lea r t / qu i l t i ng bee 

meets 5-8:30 p.m. at 4 

Health Wellness Center in 

Saranac. For all or part 

time; all invited. Contact 

Bev or Melissa,642-6466 

forinfo. Lt. dinnerprovided. 

EVERY S E C O N D & 
FOURTH TUES.: Knights 

of Columbus #7719 meets 

St. Mary School, 7:30 p.m. 

EVERY SECOND TUBS.: 
Lowel l Masonic Lodge 

meeting, 7:30 p.m., Ma-

sonic Center, 119 Lincoln 

Lake. 

EVERY 1ST & 3RD 

TUES.: Lowell Lions Club, 

6:30 p.m.,Look Memorial 

Fire Stat ion, 315 S. 

Hudson St. 

EVERY THIRD TUES.: 
Saranac Scrappers , 

scrapbooking/ journal ing 

group meets at 4 Health 

Wellness Center, Saranac, 

5:30-8:30 p.m. Lt. refresh-

ments served. Bev or 

Melissa, 642-6466. 

EVERY 3RD TUES.: 

Parents of children w/AD/ 

HD at St. Luke's Lutheran 

Church, 32156 4 Mile NE 

/E. Beltline) 7 p.m. Call 

L inda 874-5662 ; teen 

group: Sarah 281-6588. 

EVERY OTHER WED.: 
6:45-8:45 p.m. G.E.M.S. 

Girls Club - Calvary Chris-

tian Reformed Church. 

Ages 8-13. 897-8694. 

WED.: 8 p.m. ALANON 

meets at Lowell Congre-

gational Church upstairs. 

EVERY WED.: Rotary 

meets, noon, Lowell Ma-

sonic Temple. 

EVERY WED.: "Peppers" 

at Franciscan Life Process 

Center:1-3:30 p.m. $10/ 

wk. Call Pat at 897-7842 

for transportation. 

I tm 

EVERY WED. : Lowel l 

Church of the Nazarene 

Caravan children's pro-

gram, 7 p.m., 5-12 years. 

Call 897-8800 with ???,s. 

EVERY SECOND WED.: 
Kent County Youth Fair 

Board, 7:30 p.m.,King Me-

morial Youth Center at 

Fairgrounds. 897-6050. 

EVERY SECOND WED.: 
Lowel l Women 's Club, 

noon in community room 

at Schneider Manor, 725 

Bowes Rd. 

EVERY FOURTH WED.: 

Elderly volunteers needed 

for Intergenerational pro-

gram w/school children in 

activities. 9:45-10:45 a.m. 

or 12:45- 1:45 p.m. Sister 

Colleen F.S.E. 897-7842. 

EVERY SECOND WED.: 
Support group for Periph-

eral Neuropathy, 4 p.m. at 

St. Paul's Anglican Catho-

lic Church, Grand Rapids. 

Dorothy 897-9794. Jan. 14; 

guest speaker Sharon 

Vermuelen, reflexologist. 

THURS. :Weight Watch-

ers, Lowel l Naza rene 

Church, 201 N. Washing-

ton, 5:30. Register 1/2 hr. 
before meeting.800-651-

6000. 

EVERY S E C O N D 

THURS.: Loyal Order of 

the Moose, men's general 

meeting at 7:30 p.m. -? All 

members in good standing 

may attend. 

THURS.: Saranac Area 

Musicians and Singers at 

Saranac H. S. Band Room. 

Choir:6-7 p.m./band;7-8. 

Kathy Maatman 897-5981. 

EVERY THURS.: Pottery 

classes, Franciscan Life 

Process Center, 6:30 - 8:30 

p.m. Call 897-7842 

EVERY THURS. -

St.Mary's Pregnancy Cri-

sis Center, 402 Amity St., 

non-denominational help 

for pregnant women / ado-

lescents at the school: 11 

a.m. - 3 p.m.; Mondays: 

5 : 3 0 - 8 p.m. 897-9393. 

FIRST THURS. : 4 -H 

drama club meeting, Low-

ell Middle School choir 

room. 897-1502 after 5. 

FIRST AND THIRD 
THURS.: Alto Lions Club 

atAnnalaine'sonS. Alden 

Nash Ave. at 7 p.m. 

EVERY 2ND THURS.: 

N.A.R.F.E. at 1:30 p.m. at 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 

2700 E. Fulton. 

EVERY 3RD THURS.: 

Rubber stamping group. 

Christian Life Center 6-9 
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p.m.Create scrapbooks, 

etc. Share supplies. Dawn 

862-8841. 

EVERY 3RD THURS.: 
VFW #8303 Ladies Auxil-

iary, 3116 Alden Nash S.E. 

at 3 p.m. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
Parents Supporting Par-

ents group at Franciscan 

Life Process Center. Call 

897-7842. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
Royal Arch Masons, 7:30 

p.m., Lowell Masonic Cen-

ter, 119 Lincoln Lake. 

Dinner: 6:30 p.m. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 

LaLeche League of Ada, 

Cascade, Lowell 6:30 p.m. 

socializing; meeting 7 p.m. 

Support for pregnant & 

b reas t feed ing women/ 

nursing children welcome. 

Ada church. 752-8300. 

SECOND THURS. OF 
EACH MONTH: Geneal-

ogy - Alto Family Tree Club 

at Alto Library 6:30-8 p.m. 

SECOND SATURDAY: 

Ada Historical Society at 

10:30 a.m., Averill Histori-

cal Museum, 7144 

Headley, Ada. 

SECOND SAT.: Lowell 

Amateur Radio Club, 

Lowell Airport, 730 Lincoln 

Lake NE. 9 a.m. social time; 

10 a.m. meeting. LARC 

sponsors 145.27 MHz area 

radio repeater system. 

EVERY FRI., SAT. & 
SUN.: Averill Historical Mu-

seum of Ada, 7144 

Headley, 1-4 p.m. or by 

appt.: 676-9346. 

LOWELL AREA HIS-

T O R I C A L MUSEUM 

OPEN - Tues., Sat. & 

Sun.:1-4 p.m.; Thurs., 1-8 

p.m. Families: $10; indi-

v iduals $3; ages 5-17 

$1.50; members free. 

FLAT RIVER OUT-
REACH MINISTRIES 
THRIFT SHOP HOURS: 

Wed.- Fri. 12-6 p.m.; Sat. 

10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 519 E. 

Main St. Call 897-2037. 

Weekly specials. 

ENGLEHARDT LIBRARY 
HOURS: Mon.- Wed.,12 -

8 p.m.; Thurs. - Fri.: 9:30 

a.m.-5p.m.; Sat.: 9:30 a.m. 

- 2:30 p.m. 200 N. Monroe 

St. Call 647-3920. 

LOWELL AREA ARTS 
COUNCIL: Tues. Wed. 
and Fri.: noon - 5 p.m. 
Thurs.: noon -7 p.m. Sat., 
1-4 p.m. 149 S. Hudson. 
Call 897-8545. 

LOWELL S E R E N I T Y 
CLUB MEETINGS: (AA) 
Mon., Wed., Thurs: 12-1 & 
8-9 p.m.; Tues./Fri:12-1, 
4:30-5:30 & 8-9 p.m.; Sat./ 
Sun.: 10-11 a.m. & 8-9 
p.m.; (NA) Mon./Thurs., 6-
7:30 p.m. 101 W. Main. 
897-8565. 

SAT., JAN. 3: Christmas 
t ree sh redd ing at 
Wittenbach Center from 
12-4 p.m.; drop off, or for 
p ickup in the ci ty or 
Eastgate area, call Jay 
897-1355; 4-6 p.m. lumi-
nary walk (snowshoes to 
rent); live music by Lowell 
String Ensemble. Ques-
tions: call 987-1002. 

SAT., JAN. 3: Lowel l 
alumni hockey game, 7-
8:30 p.m. at Standard Fed-
eral Ice Center on 
Patterson Ave. in G.R. 

SUN., JAN. 4: Tri-town 
Conservation Club trap & 
skeet league, 5616 Dunn 
Rd.,12-5 p.m.; Wednes-
days 6 -10 p.m. Call Larry 
754-7104 for info. Public 
welcome. 

MON., JAN. 5: Athletic 
Boosters meeting at 7 p.m. 
in high school staff lounge. 

SAT., JAN. 17: Murray 
Lake Elementary School 
open house, 1-3 p.m. for 
all community members. 
See the progress, visit with 
future teachers and meet 
Family Links members. 

JULY 1 4 - 2 2 , '04: Sum-
mer Irish Holiday,$1,999 
per person; deposit $300. 
Call Mary Condon (897-
7092) for info, or to sign 
up. Lowell Senior Neigh-
bors Travel. 

CITY OF 
LOWELL 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

The following offices will be closed 
Wednesday, December 31st, 2003 and 
Thursday, January 1, 2004 in observance of 
the New Year Holiday. 

LOWELL LIGHT AND POWER 
AND 

LOWELL CABLE VISION 

The following offices will close on Thursday, 
January 1st, 2004 in observance of the New 
Year Holiday. 

LOWELL CITY HALL OFFICES, 
LOWELL POLICE OFFICES 

AND 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

LOWELL SENIOR NEIGHBORS CALENDAR 

897-5949 

MON.: 8:30 a.m. Walk at 
Woodland Mall. 

TUES.: 8:30 a.m. Walk at 
Woodland Mall. 

THURS.: 9 a.m. Walk/ 
Shop at Malls; 9:30 Crafts; 
1 p.m. Euchre. 

FRI.: 8:30 a.m. Walk at 
Woodland Mall. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

WED., DEC. 24: Center 
Closed. 

THURS., DEC. 25: Merry 
Chr is tmas! Center 
Closed. 

FRI., DEC.26:12:00p.m. 
B i r t h d a y / A n n i v e r s a r y 
Party; 12:45 p.m. Bingo. 

MON., DEC. 29: 12:45 
p.m. T reasured Memories. 

TUES., DEC. 30: 4:30 
p.m. Dinner at Deer Run. 

WED., DEC. 31: 8:30 
a.m. Traveling Breakfast; 
12:30 p.m. Dessert, Mu-
s ic , Wh i te E lephant 
Exchange. 
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Ked Arrows drop conference opener in Cedar Springs; successful at home 
By Dan Schneider 

T h e Cedar Spr ings 
Redhawks beat the Lowell 
Red Arrows in a conference 
basketball game characterized 
by offense.The Redhawks 
won by a score of 70 to 62. 

"Offensively, 70, that's 
what we like to get," Cedar 
Springs coach, DaveSchlump 
said. 4tIi was a little bit sloppy, 
it was still early in the year. 
We just feel like we need to 
play better defense." 

Lowell had a 4-2 lead af-
ter the first few baskets o f the 
game. Then Cedar Springs 
took control, though the Ar-
rows kept it close throughout 
the first quarter. 

The Redhawks led by 20 
through most of the third quar-
ter. Sam Oberlin and Shane 
Stokes opened the fourth quar-
ter with three-point shots for 
Lowell. 

Both teams put in their 
second string in the final quar-
ter. Lowell got the better end 
of that arrangement, ending 
the game on a 9-0 run that cut 
the Redhawk lead to eight. 

"Our second string came 
in and played their butts off 
and they should be com-
mended for that," Lowell 
coach, Jeff McDonald said. "I 
think the biggest thing (to 
come out qf this game) is we 
got some young kids some 
game experience." 

J immy Booth had 26 
points in the game for Cedar 
Springs. Tyler Wolfe put in 
25. Oberlin had 18 points on 
the night for Lowell. 

The news was better for 
the Arrows against Sparta last 
Friday. 

"We connected and .we 
shot the basketball real well in 
the first quarter which pro-

pelled us to some good mo-
mentum," McDonald said. 

Lowell kept that momen-
tum through the rest of the 
game, defeating the Spartans 
71-41 in front of a home 
crowd. McDonald said the 
game was better evidence of 
the Red Arrows' defensive 
ability than the loss to the 
Redhawks. 

"Defensively we felt like 
we took a step backwards in 
the Cedar Springs game," 
McDonald said. "Three out of 
tour games we've done a nice 
job on defense." 

Oberlin put up 19 points 
for the Arrows Friday night. 
Kyle Rozema had his best of-
fensive game of the season, 
with 14 points. 

The Arrows have an even 
record for the season to this 
point. They are 1-1 in confer-
ence and 2-2 overall. Lowell's Mike Koster attempts to block a shot by Cedar Springs' Jimmy Booth. 

Booth was a problem for the Red Arrows, scoring 26 points in the Redhawk victory. 
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Call 897-9261 

As Low as 
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aVfeoUi 
TOCUkcaa 

COUNSELING & EDUCATION 
Family/Individual & Children/Adolescent 

Parenting Classes • ADD/ADHD/ODD • Depression 

Anger Management • Trauma • Learning Disabilities 

Flexible Hours & Fees - Some Insurance Accepted 

BEVERLY ANDERSON. MSW 
MELISSA ATHMANN. MA, LLPC 

77 Bridge St. • Saranac 

616-642-6466 

Compie le 

Machine Shoo 

S e r v i c e 

I P h o w b o a t 

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC. 

6 1450 W. Main St„ Lowell, Ml 

X (616) 897-9231 £ 5 
HOURS: MON • FR 8-7: SAT 3-5:35; SUN 9 -3 3 E 

Rich's Service Co.^ l \ : 

In-Home Appliance Repair 

kv. Z T T -

O 
r 
"S" 

k 

I N S U R E D • 2 0 Y E A R S E X P E R I E N C E 

W A S H E R S • D R Y E R S • R E F R I G E R A T O R S 

G A R B A G E D I S P O S A L S • S T O V E S 

209 E. Main St. RICH CURTIS 
Lowell, Ml 49331 (616) S97-5686 

Thomet 
Chevrolet BUICK 

WED 

Buy life insurance and save 
on your home and car. 

h e n y o u b u y y o u r l i fe i n s u r a n c e f r o m 

u s t h r o u g h A u t o - O w n e r s I n s u r a n c e , 

y o u ' l l r e c e i v e s p e c i a l d i s c o u n t s o n 

' y o u r h o m e , 

m o b i l e h o m e o r c a r i n s u r a n c e . 

We ' l l s a v e you m o n e y . As a n 

i n d e p e n d e n t A u t o - O w n e r s 

a g e n t , w e t a k e g r e a t 

i n t e r e s t in you - a s wel l 

a s y o u r h o m e a n d 

car . We a r e s p e c i a l i s t s 

in i n s u r i n g p e o p l e a n d t h e < 

t h i n g s they o w n . 

i//uto- Ou nrn Insurance 
U*. «JT. C«' duV.U 

Speerstra 
Agency 
835 W. Main St. 
Lowell, Ml 49331 

897-9259 
(800)804-3322 Dale Triplett 

STOP SUFFERING! 
W e Success fu l l y Treat : 
3 Whiplash 

3 Neck Pain 

1 All Headaches 

3 Auto Injuries 
3 Back Pain 

• Numb Hands/Arms 

3 Sports Injuries 

3 Work Injuries 

See a Specialist and See Results! 

897-4999 
DOCTORS 

CHIROPRACTIC 
Dr. Anthony Trombly 

BILL WHEELER 
Certified Public 

Accountant 
* 1 AVT*'** M I C H I G A N 

103 Riverside Dr. 
'"•i Lowell, Michigan 

^ 49331 

616-897-7711 

Your "Close to Home" Rehab Center 
The Laurels of Kent Comprehensive Rehab Programs Include: 
• P o s t h i p f r a c t u r e r e h a b • S t r o k e R e h a b • B a l a n c e T r a i n i n g • H o m e R e e n t r y P r o g r a m 
H o w c a n y o u s t a y c l o s e r to y o u r f a m i l y , f r i e n d s a n d h o m e w h e n n e e d i n g i n p a t i e n t r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
c a r e o r t r a n s i t i o n a l ca re b e t w e e n h o s p i t a l a n d h o m e ? S t a t e t o y o u r d o c t o r o r h o s p i t a l p e r s o n n e l 

LAURELS OF KENT 
350 N. Cen te r • Lowell , M l 49331 

Cal l us at 897-8473 
for information on how 

Medicare can cover your rehab stay. 

Ada 

3 

fPS O 
0 
3 

Wm 3 r 

The Laj'eis ffl X 

otKerl w a 

Main St. 

1 

Ionia 

To I-96 

P R E V I E W 
P R O P E R T I E S . C O M 

C A L L 
J E R R Y H A L E 

897-0229 
or 1-800-515-7763 

m x s g f x JERRY IS A FULL-TIME 

jwi Mis PROFESSIONAL WHO WILL SERVE 

ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS. 

J B H A R R I S O N I N S U R A N C E A G E N C Y 
COMPETITIVE HOME RATES 

•A 
< ince 

1 
Hastings Mutual 
Insurance Company 
Hastings. Michigan 

1 8 8 5 www. hastingsmutuai com 

Daniel Urich J u d y H a r r i s o n 

6661AIden N a s h , Alto 868-0050 

$ r RF/MKK SunQuest 
Peter Smith, Realtor 

Call For Immediate, 
Professional, Committed Service 

(616) 949-6980 Ext. 27 • (800) 800-3915 Ext. 27 

(616) 460-6634 Cell 
www.realtybypetersmith.com 

* 

http://www.realtybypetersmith.com
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Cal l 8 9 7 - 9 2 6 1 % 

Noon Tire 
STEVE 
NOON 

11930 E. Fulton (M-21) 
Lowell, MI 49331 

Dealing 

•b" S ^ m 897-5925 

Durkee Lumber, 
Inc. 

Lumber and Building Materials 

8 6 8 - 6 0 2 6 

6071 Depot St. 
Alto, 

MIKA MEYERS 
BECKETT —JONES P L C 

A T T O R N E Y S 
John T. Spcrla 
Mark A. Kchoc 
Ross A. Lcisman 
Daniel J. Parmctcr,Jr. 

Benjamin A. Zainca 
April J. Tccts 
Heidi A. Lyon 

3 0 7 - A E. M a i n S t r e e t 
Lowel l , M i c h i g a n 4 9 3 3 1 
(616) 8 9 7 - 3 1 1 1 w w w . m m b j l a w . c o m 

3 0 % OFF 
DRYCLEANING 
4 ITEMS OR MORE 

Bring 
R In 6 
- i shirts 

pay 
for 5 

Q A R A G E 
ofa JlowxtU 

* 897-9269 * 

D a v e C o m m i r e 
Owner 

2400 W. MAIN STREET • LOWELL, Ml 49331 

616-897-9269 
fax 616-897-9819 

BASIC 
COMMUNICATIONS. INC. 

www.Daiiccom com 

N E X T E L 
Diamond Dtalu 
U rw I f if Ifmim 

2000 

SHIRT LAUNDRY • TUX RENTAL 
Open 7 Days • 897-9809 • 1410 W. Main 

& 
HERBERT RETT 0 
Telecommunications Consultant 

Phone 616-897-2045 
NexTel 616-262-6102 

Fax 616-647-4001 
Email: hpett@basiccom.com 

Great Rates! 
Great Results! 

Visit Us At: 
lo wellbuyers guide, com 

/A\. Brought to you through the services of: 

' ^ Higl! Speed Internet For Home Or Bums 
C O f f l P U H R S f R U I C t S For more information call: 616.318.9100 

FREE 1/2 HOUR 
MASSAGE 

* New Patients Only 
* Certified Massage 

Therapist 
* Doctor Supervised 

Auto Injury, Neck 
And Back Pain Relief 
Ail Insurance Accepted 

DOCTORS 
CHIROPRACTIC 

897-4999 

V . 

Heating A Cooling Systems 
Since 1904 

rctic. Inc. 
H E A T I N G ' A I R C O N D I T I O N I N G 

1301 Bowes Rd., Lowell, Ml 49331 

897-4123 
www.heatingcoolingonline.com 

Licensed & Insured 

24 Hour Towing 
& Road Service 

Flat Bed 
Service 

Jump Starts 

Lock Outs 

Tire 
Changes 

Lincoln Lake Auto's 

Cell #446-5909 

T: 

CUMBERLAND A Leisure Living 

Managed Community 

www.leisure-living.coni 
© 

Retirement Village 

11535 E. Fulton • Lowell , MI 4933 I 
(616) 897-8413 • Fax 616-897-7839 

e - m a i l : c m b l d @ l e i s u r e - l i v i n g . c o m 

Member of Michigan Mortgage Brokers Association 

PREMIER 
MORTCAGE MJNDiNC;, INC. 
Guaranteed Lowest Rates 

ihw a m ^yoo'p m SpecMzing in financing homes for 
508 W. Main Street fmilleS that baVC been tlimcd doWD 

orcdi Anyumc' ^ tbelr Bank or Credit Union. 
Ph: 616.897.0800 • Fax: 616.897.2551 

Toll Free 888.882.5241 • Email: LotsofLcnders^aoi.com 

Richard M. Nelson 
MORTGAGE SPECIALIST 

Lowe I/ Class of 'SO 
C e l l : 6 3 8 - 9 7 6 9 

Grove Custom 
Interior Painting 

1 5 Y R S . Q U A L I T Y E X P E R I E N C E 

References 

Wilma Grove 
716 N. Jefferson 
Lowell, MI 49331 

(616) 897-7918 
Like A Chameleon 

Change The Colors In Your Life! 

YOU CAN ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS IN THIS 

SPACE FOR ONLY 

7 5 0 P E R WEEK 

S A V E S 1 
\ 

I 

When You Ship Your UPS Package With Us This Holiday Season! 1 

The Lowell ledger 
105 N.Broadway'Phone 897-9261 

Valid on 1 package only. Only 1 coupon per visit/day. 
Package cannot be wrapped or tied with string. 

No hazardous materials or firearms. 
Expires 12/30/03 

1 

I 

I 

I 
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CITY OF LOWELL 
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

R E S O L U T I O N N O . 1 1 - 0 3 

R E S O L U T I O N A P P R O V I N G A M E N D M E N T S 

TO F O U R T H A M E N D E D ART ICLES 

OF I N C O R P O R A T I O N 

O F M I C H I G A N PUBLIC POWER A G E N C Y 

At a regular meeting of the City Council of 
the City of Lowell, County of Kent, held at 7:30 
o'clock p.m. local time in the City of Lowell, 
pursuant to notice duly given. 

PRESENT: Councilmembers Blough, 
Mathews, Myers, Pfaller and Mayor Shores. 
ABSENT: Councilmembers none. 

The following preamble and resolution were 
offered by Mayor Shores, supported by 
Councilmember Mathews: 

WHEREAS, this body has heretofore adopted 
resolutions approving the Articles of 
Incorporation of the Michigan Public Power 
Agency (the "Agency"), the First Amended 
Articles of Incorporated of the Agency, the 
Second Amended Articles of Incorporation of 
the Agency, the Third Amended Articles of 
Incorporation of the Agency, and the Fourth 
Amended Articles of Incorporation of the 
Agency which resolutions provide for the 
membership of this City in the Agency; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Wyandotte has 
adopted a resolution electing to become a 
member of the Agency; and 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the 
Fourth Amended Articles of Incorporation of the 
Agency (the Articles") in order to provide for 
the membership of the City of Wyandotte in the 
Agency. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as 
follows: 

1. The City of Lowell hereby consents to the 
participation of the City of Wyandotte as a 
member in the Michigan Public Power Agency. 
2. The City of Lowell hereby approves the 
following amendments to the Fourth Amended 
Articles of Incorporation of Michigan Public 
Power Agency. 

(a) The title of the Articles is hereby amended 
to read as follows: "Fifth Amended Articles of 
Incorporation of Michigan Public Power 
Agency." 

(b) Section 2 under Article II of the Articles is 
amended to add the City of Wyandotte and 
delete certain members who have since 
withdrawn, and will now provide as follows: 

Section 2. The members of this Agency are 
the Cities of Bay City, Charlevoix, Grand Haven, 
Harbor Springs, Hart, Holland, Lansing, Lowell, 
Petoskey, Portland, Traverse City, Wyandotte 
and Zeeland, and the Village of Chelsea, all 
municipal corporations of the State of Michigan 
operating municipal electric utility systems as of 
the effective date of Act 448. 

(c) Section 1 under Article VI is amended to 
insert the following to the end of the Section: 
The News Herald, in and for the City of 

i Wyandotte. 
(d) The clarifying amendments contained in the 
Fifth Amended Articles of Incorporation of 
Michigan Public Power Agency submitted to the 
City of Lowell and attached to this resolution are 
hereby adopted. 

3. This resolution shall be printed once in the 
Lowell Ledger, a newspaper generally 
circulating in the area of the City of Lowell. The 
amendments approved by this resolution shall 
become effective and in full force and effect 

immediately upon the publication of this 
resolution and the filing of this resolution in 
accordance with the applicable provision of Act 
448 of the Michigan Public Acts of 1976. 
YEAS. Councilmembers Blough, Mathews, 
Myers, Pfaller and Mayor Shores. 
NAYS: Councilmembers none. 
ABSENT: Councilmembers none. 
ABSTAINED: Councilmembers none. 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

FIFTH AMENDED ARTICLES 
OF INCORPORATION OF 

MICHIGAN PUBLIC POWER AGENCY 
These Articles of Incorporation of the Michigan 
Public Power Agency are adopted by the 
incorporating municipalities for the purpose of 
creating a joint power agency under the 
provisions of Act 448 of the Public Acts of 
Michigan of 1976 ("Act 448"). 

ARTICLE I 
The name of this corporation is Michigan Public 
Power Agency. 

ARTICLE II 
Section 1, The incorporating municipalities 
creating the Michigan Public Power Agency 
(the "Agency") were the Cities of Bay City, 
Charlevoix, Croswell, Grand Haven, Harbor 
Springs, Hart, Holland, Lowell, Petoskey, 
Portland, St. Louis, South Haven, Traverse 
City and Zeeland, and the Village of Chelsea, 
all municipal corporations of the State of 
Michigan operating municipal electric utility 
systems as of the effective date of Act 448 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as the 
same may be amended from time to time 
("Act 448"). 

Section 2. The members of the Agency are 
the cities of Bay City, Charlevoix, Grand 
Haven, Harbor Springs, Hart, Holland, 
Lansing, Lowell, Petoskey, Portland, 
Traverse City, Wyandotte and Zeeland, and 
the Village of Chelsea, all municipal 
corporations of the State of Michigan 
operating municipal electric utility systems as 
of the effective date of Act 448. 

ARTICLE III 
This Agency is incorporated for the purpose 
of undertaking the planning, financing, 
development, acquisition, con, 
reconstruction, improvement, enlargement, 
betterment, operation, or maintenance of a 
project or projects to supply electric power 
and energy for the present or future needs of 
the members of the Agency or supplemental 
method of obtaining the benefit and 
assuming the responsibilities of ownership in 
a project and to do all other acts and things 
and enjoy all further powers and purposes 
provided by Act 448. 

ARTICLE IV 
POWERS AND DUTIES: 

Section 1. The Agency shall be a public body 
politic and corporate with power to sue and be 
sued in any court of the State of Michigan. 
Section 2. The Agency shall have the powers 
and duties enumerated in Act 448, together with 
all such other powers not inconsistent therewith 
as may be necessary for and convenient with 
other corporations, firms or individuals, whether 
situated within or without the State of Michigan, 
to the extent permitted by Act 448. 
Section 3. For the purpose of accomplishing 
the objects of its incorporation, the Agency may 
acquire property by purchase, construction, 
lease, gift, devise or condemnation, and for the 
purpose of condemnation it may proceed under 
the provisions of Act No. 149 of the Public Acts 
of 1911 of Michigan, as now or hereafter 
amended, or any other appropriate statute. 
SectiorM^Asacondition of membership in the 

Agency each municipality shall pay a 
membership fee of One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000), which shall not be refundable. 
Section 5. For the purpose of defraying the 
project costs of a project as defined in Act 448, 
the Agency may issue revenue bonds in 
accordance with and subject to the provisions of 
Act No. 448. 

Section 6. All property owned by the Agency 
shall be exempt from taxation by the State or 
any taxing unit therein. 

Section 7. The term of this corporation and the 
Agency shall be perpetual, or until terminated in 
accordance with law and these Articles of 
Incorporation. 

ARTICLE V 
GOVERNING BODY, OFFICERS: 

Section 1. The Agency shall be governed by a 
board of commissioners appointed by the 
respective governing bodies of the municipalities 
which are members of the Agency. The 
governing body of each member municipality 
shall, by resolution, appoint one (1) 
commissioner who, at the discretion of the 
governing body, may be an officer or an 
employee of the municipality. Each 
commissioner shall serve at the pleasure of the 
governing body by which he or she was 
appointed. 

Section 2. The board of commissioners of the 
Agency shall annually elect one (1) of the 
commissioners as chairperson, another 
commissioner as vice-chairperson, and another 
person or persons, who may or may not be a 
commissioner, as treasurer, secretary, and if 
desired, assistant secretary. The office of 
treasurer may be held by the secretary or 
assistant secretary. The board of commissioners 
may appoint additional officers as it deems 
necessary. The secretary or assistant secretary I 
of the Agency shall keep a record of t h e ! 
proceedings of the Agency, and the secretary | 
shall be the custodian of all records, books, I 
documents, and papers filed with the Agency, the I 
minutes or journal of the Agency, and its official I 
seal. 

Section 3. The board of commissioners shall I 
adopt and may amend by-laws and rules of I 
procedure providing regular meetings of t h e ! 
board of commissioners, duties of the officers I 
and methods of voting on various matters. 
Adoption and amendment of by-laws shall I 
require a two-thirds majority vote of the I 
members of the board of commissioners. A final | 
vote shall not be taken on proposed by-laws or j 
amendment until they have been referred to the I 
governing bodies of the member municipalities I 
for one month. 

Section 4 The commissioners shall adopt a I 
corporate seal and employ a general manager, I 
full time or part time, as required by Act 448. ' I 
Section 5. The books and records of the I 
Agency and board of commissioners, officers I 
and agents thereof, shall be open to inspection I 
and audit by the incorporating municipalities at I 
all reasonable times. The Agency shall submit! 
an annual report to the incorporating members. I 

ARTICLE VI I 
INCORPORATION: I 

Section—L—The Clerk of each incorporating I 
municipality shall cause a copy of these Articles I 
of Incorporation or any amendment thereto to be I 
published once in a newspaper of general I 
circulation within the municipality which shall be: I 
The Bay City Times, in and for Bay City. I 
The Charlevoix Courier, in and for the City of I 
Charlevoix 

The Chelsea Standard, in and for the Village of I 
Chelsea. 

The Grand Haven Tribune, in and for the City of I 
Grand Haven. 

The Oceana Herald Journal, in and for the City I 
!^ar^ continued next page 

http://www.mmbjlaw.com
http://www.Daiiccom
mailto:hpett@basiccom.com
http://www.heatingcoolingonline.com
http://www.leisure-living.coni
mailto:cmbld@leisure-living.com
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Tough week for Red Arrow hockey both home and away 
By Dan Schneider 

The L o w e l l - C a l e d o n i a 

hockey team had a rough 

weekend on the ice, losing al 

home against the Kalamazoo 

B lades and on the road against 

the DeWitt Panthers. 

The Red Arrows played a 

better game against the B lades 

than they had in their first 

meeting. In the Arrows' first 

game of the season this year, 

the Blades won 9-0. 

Last Friday the score was 

7-4. Blades. 

"Obviously we didn't win 

the game but it was a much 

improved effort over the first 

g a m e , " L o w e l l - C a l e d o n i a 

coach, Mike Ballard said. 

Kalamazoo was up 3-1 

going into the third period. 

Goalie David Maylone faced 

60 shots in the game. ' 

"If it wasn' t for David, his 

goaltending, the team would 

be in a different situation," 

Ballard said. 

Ted McCoy had another 

hat trick in the game. Ballard 

said the Blades played a tough, 

physical game which left the 

Arrows in bad shape to take 

on the Panthers. 

"We had a power outage 

against DeWitt," Ballard said. 

DeWitt won that game 6-

0, o u t s h o o t i n g L o w e l l -

Caledonia 34-14. 

"The Friday night game 

against Kalamazoo was a very 

physical, very emotional game 

and it really showed on Satur-

day that we had exhausted a 

lot ofourabi l i ty ," Ballard said. 

With the losses, Lowell-

Caledonia 's record stands at 

6-3-1 . 

"Tha t ' s still the best start 

w e ' v e had since the program 

res tar ted / ' Ballard said. 

The team will next face 

the Nor thv iew Wi ldca t s at 

home. That game will take 

place Saturday, Jan. 3. 

Knights donate to 
Lowell Area Schools 

P a m Thomas , director of special education for 

Lowell Area Schools , accepts a check f rom Richard 

Horsch. Uorsch represented the Knights of Colum-
bus, CounciJ #7719. 

The check for $804,68 came f rom this year 's 

Knights of C o l u m b u s annual M.R. campaign. The 

Knights col lected the contributions over Palm Sunday 

weekend at Hunt ington Bank and Ionia County Na-

tional Bank branches as well as at Crystal Flash. 

% >. 

c o v e r n » , e n i 
* ten d l n j 

• o o touch? 

C o r f e w o o f ^ f e 

c r i o a f h f o r y o u ? 

The Ledger 
/ £ . ' f \ ( A l m o s t ) 

, Anything Goes 
Opinion Forum 

The Ledger reserves Ihe right lo edit and/or reject submissions if vulgar or slanderous. 

To "Sound Off call 897-0787 
or visit our website at lowellbuyersguide.com 

Next Week... 
SOUND OFF ABOUT THE HOLIDAYS! 

THE BEST THING ABOUT THEM -

THE NOT-SO-GREAT THINGS 

There's your topic...Let's hear it! 

Hey city of Lowell: Great Parade! 

Two suggestions: 

Clean the curbs and post "no parking" signs on Main St. 

so we can enjoy it from both sides of the road. 

We have heard three weeks of whining about Family 

Links and PTO. Let's add one more. Why isn'I the district 

consistent with the name, either Family Links or PTO? 

Have you noticed how gas prices take a large hike 

or increase toward the weekend? 

Doesn't that seem like price gouging? 

I am tired of the gasoline retailers in Lowell taking 

advantage of Lowell residents. Gas prices in Ionia, 

Saranac and surrounding areas are between 

10 and 15 cents a gallon cheaper! Why? 

Cannon, for all you do for Family Links -

you 're awesome! 

If our government can tell us what we can and can't do, 

why can't they stop our industries from moving to foreign 

countries? How can we buy things when we don't have 

jobs? Hie can't support a family on minimum wage. 

When do you think Lowell will consider their children 

and enact some helmet laws for bicycles, skaters, scoot-

ers? It's awfully dangerous for our kids. 

Also, I am hoping the city of Lowell will obtain a 

new law firm to represent them. 

The Lowell High School band concert was wonderful! 

JINGLE BELLS FOREVER! 

Liz Baker! The whole town loves you! 

There's no soap in the bathrooms at the middle school. 

Do your kids have the flu? 

The Holland Sentinel, in and for the City of 
Holland. 
The Lansing State Journal, in and for the City 
of Lansing. 
The Lowell Ledger, in and for the City of 
Lowell. 
The Petoskey News Review, in and for the 
City of Petoskey and the City of Harbor 
Springs. 
The Independent Review and Observer, in and 
for the City of Portland. 
The Traverse City Record Eagle, in and for 
Traverse City. 
The News Herald, in and for the City of 
Wyandotte. 
The Zeeland Record, in and for the City of 
Zeeland. 
Section 2. The Clerks of each municipality 
shall file a printed copy of the Articles of 
Incorporation with the county clerk of the 
county or counties in which that municipality is 
located and shall forward proof of filing and 
publication to the secretary of the Agency 
which shall file a copy with the secretary of 
state as required by Act 448. 

ARTICLE VII 
AMENDMENTS: NEW MEMBERS: 

DISSOLUTION: 
Section 1. Amendments may be made to 
these Articles of Incorporation and new 
members admitted to the Agency as provided 
in Act 448. 
Section 2. When the board of commissioners 
of the Agency and the governing bodies of its 
member municipalities shall by resolution 

determine that the purposes for which the 
Agency was formed have been substantially 
fulfilled and that bonds issued and other 
obligations incurred by the Agency have been 
fully paid or satisfied, the board of 
commissioners and governing bodies may 
declare the Agency to be dissolved. On the 
effective date of the resolutions dissolving the 
Agency, the title to the funds and other 
properties owned by the Agency at the time of 
dissolution shall vest in the member 
municipalities of the Agency as provided in the 
by-laws of the Agency, and in accordance with 
Section 11 of Act 448. 

ARTICLE VIII 
These Articles of Incorporation shall become 
effective and be in full force and effect on their 
publication and filing as required by Act 448. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the incorporating 
municipalities have adopted and authorized to 
be executed these Articles of Incorporation on 
their behalf by their authorized officers. 

The 17th day of November, 2003. 
By: C. Jeanne Shores, Mayor 

Betty R. Morlock, City Clerk 
The foregoing Articles of Incorporation were 
adopted by the City Council of the City of 
Lowell, County of Kent, Michigan, at a meeting 
duly held on the 17th day of November, 2003. 
Dated: November 17, 2003 

C. Jeanne Shores, Mayor 
Betty R. Morlock, City Clerk 

The foregoing amendments to the Fourth 
Amended Articles of Incorporation of the 
Michigan Public Power Agency were adopted 
by the City Council of the City of Lowell, Kent 
County, Michigan, at a meeting duly held on 
the 17th day of November, 2003. 

By: C. Jeanne Shores, Mayor 
Betty R. Morlock, City Clerk 

Dated: November 17, 2003 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
)SS. 

COUNTY OF KENT ) 

I, the undersigned, duly qualified and acting 
Clerk of the City of Lowell, Kent County, 
Michigan do hereby certify the foregoing as a 
true and complete copy of the resolution 
adopted by the City Council of said City at a 
regular meeting held on the 17th day of 
November, 2003, the original of which is on 
file in my office. Public notice of said meeting 
was given pursuant to and in compliance with 
Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, 
including in the case of a special or 
rescheduled meeting, notice by publication or 
posting at least eighteen (18) hours prior to 
the time set for said meeting. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
affixed my official signature this 17th day of 
November, 2003. 

Betty R. Morlock, City Clerk 

The Lowell Ledger-Wednesday, December 24,2003 -Page 39 

FOR SALE 

HOUSE FOR SALE - Sharp 
3 bedroom home, 1 1/2 
baths, oak kitchen cabinets 
with some ki tchen appli-
ances inc luded, f in ished 
basement with pellet burner, 
private backyard with deck 
and patio, $122,900. 281 
Jane Ellen Dr. 897-8120. 

FURNITURE - Bedroom 
sets, dining/ki tchen sets, 
leather living room, canopy 
beds, to more extras from 
Parade of Home displays. 
Call 616-682-4767 or 293-
6160. 

HOME FOR SALE IN FORE-
MAN FARMS - 4 bedroom, 3 
bath, inground heated pool. 
Immed ia te possess ion . 
(616)291-4180 or (616)897-
9108. 

FOR SALE - Vacuum clean-
ers, $25 & up. Kirby's, $85; 
Rainbow, $350. Bags, belts 
& service on all makes & 
models. Lowell, 897-0044. 

2000 CHEVY EXT. CARGO 
VAN - 3/4 ton, burgundy, 
43,000 miles, AC. cassette, 
$10,500. Call 897-1597 or 
450-7910. 

CARPET - 75 rolls in stock. 
Brand new. P lushes , 
berbers, remnants, $49/up. 
Dennis Distributing 989-224-
4822. 

2003 TOYOTA CAMRYXLE 
- 4000 miles, 6cyl., power 
everything, sun roof, heated 
seats, leather interior, paint 
seal, dealer rust proof, 7-
year ex tended warranty , 
$25,000 obo. Must sell due 
to death in family, 897-1500. 

RUGER MODEL 10/22 22 
CAL. RIFLE FOR SALE -
swivel mounts, excel lent 
condition, extra clip. $130. 
Call 868-0145. 

SEALY, STEARNS & FOS-
TER, SERTA MATTRESS 
SALE - Queen & king sizes 
only. New, freight damaged. 
$99 each piece until gone. 
(12 sets). Dennis Distribut-
ing 989-224-4822. 

BEDROOM SET-Comple te 
bed. dresser, mirror, chest, 
night stand and brand new 
mattress. Never used. Full 
$600; queen $650. Call 616-
682-4767 or 616-293-6160. 

FOR SALE - 1986 GMC full 
size pickup 4X4, 35k; 1967 
Cutlass convertible, red with 
new black top. Both great. 
Call 897-7222. 

HEPA FILTER - Bagless, up-
right vacuum sale. 20 vacu-
ums to sell, $10 & up. Den-
nis Dist r ibut ing 989-224-
4822. 

HOME FOR SALE - 3 bed-
rooms, 2 full baths, full base-
ment w/family room & toy 
room, hardwood floors, 2 ga-
rages: (1) 24x36 1 1/2 story. 
1 single. Call 897-0776 or 
443-1518. 

• 

COMPUTER - Power Mac 
G3 desktop, 266 mhz, CD 
rom, 15" mon i to r . Runs 
Macintosh software, great 
for students or seniors. $165 
obo. 676-2525. 

AIR BED - Selecta comfort, 
firmness for each of you. 
Dual chambers, wireless re-
mote, never used. Cost 
$1400, sell $600. Call 616-
682-4767 or 616-293-6160. 

FOR SALE 

PROPERTY FOR SALE-2.2 
acre lots for sale. M-21 to 
Hayes Rd., Muir, North 1/4 
mile. Lots are on West Side 
of road. Look for signs. For 
more information call eves 
269-367-4900. Phil Bishop. 

MATTRESS/BOX SPRING 
SALE - $49/set. Queen, full 
or twm, factory new, delivery 
available. Dennis Distribut-
ing 989-224-4822. 

2000 CONCORDE - 3.2 en-
gine, silver, black leather, 
40 ,000 mi les , loaded! 
$10,500. Call 897-1597 or 
450-7910. 

BROWNING CITORI-White 
Lightning 20 ga. over and 
under, 2 3/4 - 3", $1,050. 
(616)642-9215. 

RAMADA INN BUY-OUT -
Clean, sanit ized mattress 
sets, w/frames. Most sizes, 
20 sets. $49 up. Dennis Dis-
tributing 989-224-4822. 

8 STRING INSTRUMENTS 
FOR SALE - Mando l i ns , 
v io l ins , gu i tars . Call 987-
4239. 

COMPUTERS FOR SALE -
$150.00 each. Cal l 897-
9418. 

A P P L I A N C E S - May tag , 
Whirlpool, GE. washers, dry-
ers, refrigerators, over 100 
in stock from $59. Dennis 
Distributing 989-224-4822. 

CHERRY SLEIGH BED -
Queen w/pillowtop mattress 
set. Bought, never used, sell 
$175. 517-626-7089. 

P ILLOWTOP MATTRESS 
SET - New in plastic, queen 
$135; king $185. 517-719-
8062. 

BED - Air chamber or 
memory foam. Brand new. 
Still in original plastic. Cost 
$1400; sell $600. Call 616-
682-4767 or 616- 293-6160. 

'90 CAVALIER - 120.000 
miles with great interior, 
good body and runs rough, 
good tires and battery. $350. 
Call 897-3039. 

AMISH QUEEN LOG BED -
w/p i l lowtop mattress set. 
Bought, never used. Still in 
plastic. Sell $125. 989-227-
2986. 

'97 CHEVY VAN - White, 1/ 
2 ton. 350 engine. $5,200. 
Call 897-1597 or 450-7910. 

BERBER CARPET - Beauti-
ful oatmeal color, 40 sq. 
yards. Bought, never used, 
still in plastic. Cost $600. sell 
$195/best. 517-719-0451. 

LOWELL - This home has 
been lovingly remodeled. 
Beautiful new kitchen. Newer 
flooring, windows, electric, 
and furnace. 4 bedrooms. 
New vinyl siding. $144,900. 
Sandra Keiser 616-293-
3882. Century 21 Pearson-
C o o k 616 -954 -0990 . 
PLE1SKEIS-A 

MATTRESS SETS - Brand 
names, all new. No recycles 
or foam rejects. Pillowtop & 
plush air chamber & memory 
foam, twins & ful ls, $95; 
queens, $115; kings, $195 & 
up. 682-4767 or 293-6160. 
Can deliver. 

LAMINATING 

A V A I L A B L E AT THE 

LEDGER OFFICE! 

Next Day Service. 

105 N. Broadway, Lowell 

CLASSIFIEDS 
TO PLACE AN AD 

In Person: 105 N. Broadway, Lowell 

By Mail: PC BOX 128, Lowell, Ml 49331 

By Phone: 616-897-9261 

By Fax: 616-897-4809 

By Email: classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.com 

DEADLINE MONDAYS AT 5 PM 

-2) 

eason our 
hIIh to 

the (jptoliday 
toucfhts turn (j 
who have made 
ss possiUe. 

(sfirom the -Hoivell -ledger ^ t a f f f j 

HOLIDAY 
HOURS 

& 
DEADLINES 

HOURS 
Wed., Dec. 24 
8 a.m. - noon 

Thurs., Dec. 25 
c losed 

Fri., Dec. 26 
8 a.m. - noon 

Wed., Dec. 31 
8 a.m. - noon 
Thurs., Jan. 1 

" 'c losed 
Fri., Jan. 2 

8 a.m. - noon 

DEADLINES 
For Dec. 29 issue 
of Buyers Guide -
Wed., Dec. 24 at 

noon 

For Jan. 5 issue of 
Buyers Guide -

Wed., Dec. 31 at 
noon 

VOICE YOUR OPINION! 

Gal l the L e d g e r S o u n d 

Of f L ine & v o i c e y o u r 

b e e f ! 

8 9 7 - 0 7 8 7 

No need to l eave y o u r 

n a m e , k e e p it br ie f 

(30 w o r d s or less ) . 

We will publ ish your 

views in our new column 

S O U N D O F F 

The Ledger reserves the 

right to edit or refuse items 

due to vulgarity or slander. 

A Sound Off Link can 

also be found on our 

website: 

www.lowellbuyersguide.com 

or mail to: Sound Off, 

PO Box 128, Lowell, Ml 

49331 

FOR RENT 

FOR RENT - 1 & 2 bedroom 
trailers $1.000 - $1.050 to 
move in. No dogs please. 
$400 - $420 per mo. plus 1 
1/2 mo. rent deposit. Call 
813-8041 or 616-754-0276. 

1 & 2 BEDROOM APART-
MENTS - Small pets wel-
come. 897-0099. 

HOUSE FOR RENT - In 
country, 2 bedrooms. Call 
897-8367 after 6 p.m. 

HOUSE FOR RENT IN 
LOWELL-2 BR. 1 bath. 1 1/ 
2 stall garage. $700/mon. 
897-6767 after 3:30. 

LEDGER OFFICE 
H O U R S : 

M O N . - T H U R S . 8 -5 

FRI . 8 -4 

S A T . & S U N . C L O S E D 

We Have a Drop Box/Mai! 

Slot in the Door Closest 

to the Post Office 

W E D D I N G 
INVITATIONS 
A v a i l a b l e at 

L o w e l l L i the 

105 N. B r o a d w a y , 

Lowe l l 

S top by & C h e c k out a 

book ! 

HELP WANTED 

HOLIDAY BONUSES! EX-
PANDING - Local company 
looking for men and women 
to fill 27 full time permanent 
posit ions. No experience 
necessary; we train. Must 
start immediately. $1,600 
per month. Phone 245-7400. 

VOLUNTEER OFFICE AS-
SISTANCE NEEDED - North 
Country Trail Association is 
currently seeking volunteers 
to help out in the office with 
data entry, mailings, and 
miscellaneous office tasks. 
We would like someone who 
will commit to two days per 
month on a scheduled ba-
sis. Our office hours are 
8:30am - 5:00pm Monday-
Friday. Please call us at 897-
5987 or stop in at 229 E. 
Main St. 

IN MEMORIAM 
IN M E M O R I A M 

In M e m o r y o f 

Mike B e r g y 

w h o p a s s e d a w a y t w o 

y e a r s ago , 

D e c e m b e r 26 , 2 0 0 1 . 

The Broken Chain 
We k n e w l i t t le tha t m o r n -

ing 

Tha t G o d w a s g o i n g to 

cal l y o u r n a m e . 

In l i f e w e l o v e d y o u 

d e a r l y . 

In d e a t h we d o the s a m e . 

It b r o k e our hea r t s t o lose 

you . 

You d i d not g o a l o n e . 

For pa r t of u s w e n t w i t h 

y o u 

T h e d a y G o d c a l l e d y o u 

h o m e . 

Y o u l e f t u s p e a c e f u l 

m e m o r i e s . 

Y o u r l o v e is s t i l l o u r 

g u i d e ; 

A n d t h o u g h we c a n n o t 

see y o u . 

Y o u a re a l w a y s a t our 

s ide . 

Ou r f a m i l y c h a i n is b ro -

ken . 

A n d n o t h i n g s e e m s the 

s a m e . 

But a s G o d ca l l s u s one 

by o n e . 

T h e c h a i n w i l l l i n k a g a i n . 

Our l o ve a l w a y s , 

S u s a n , T r a v i s & B l a k e 

SERVICES 
LOSE 15-30 POUNDS BE-
FORE CHRISTMAS - Ac-
complish your New Year's 
resolution ahead of time. Eat 
your favorite foods. Natural 
- no drugs. Doctor recom-
mended, permanent weight 
loss. Call now! Terry Andree, 
1-800-567-3178. 

T O W I N G - Serv ic ing 

Lowel l & sur round ing 

a r e a s . F l a t b e d & 

w r e c k e r , T i r e 

changes, J u m p starts, 

Lock outs, 24 Hr. ser-

v i c e . C a l l L i n c o l n 

Lake Autos 446 -5909 . 

IN M E M O R I A M 

In l ov ing m e m o r y of 

G l e n n R i c k e r t 

w h o p a s s e d a w a y 12 

y e a r s ago o n D e c e m -

ber 2 3 , 1 9 9 1 . 

L o v e d & missed by 

his w i f e , M a r i e ; 

c h i l d r e n M a r i l y n & 

L a r r y C a h o o n ; S h i r l e y 

W e e k s ; g r a n d c h i l d r e n 

& g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n 

THINKING ABOUT REMOD-
ELING? - Adding an addi-
tion or fixing that old roof? 
We also do siding, windows, 
kitchens & baths, ceramic 
tile, pole barns, decks, con-
crete. waterscapes & much 
more. Call the experts • JLS 
Contracting. Inc. Licensed 
& Insured. One call does it 
all. Call Gary 299-6989. 

FIREPLACE SALES. SER-
VICE & INSTALLATION - Li-
censed & Insured. Gas or 
Wood. Call M.E.O. Fire-
places Ltd. 897-7851. 

JOHN DEBIAK 
HORSESHOEING & HOOF 
TRIMMING - Serving the 
Greater Kent/Ionia County 
area with 15 years of pro-
fessional, full-time experi-
ence. Call 897-4290. 

SNOW REMOVAL - Drive-
ways, roofs, etc. Call Uhen 
Construction, 299-1249 or 
897-5369. 

H O U S E K E E P E R HAS 
OPENINGS-Cal l 987-9162. 

H A N D Y M A N J O B S 
WANTED - Specializes in 
small engine repair, welding 
& fabricating wood projects. 
Can fix or build most any-
thing. Call 897-6932 after 4 
p.m. 

SERVICES 

PAYROLL & BOOKKEEP-
ING SERVICE - By certif ied 
Quickbooks advisor . Call 
Kathy 897-0686. 

P L U M B E R - E x p e r i -

e n c e d . R e s i d e n t i a l , 

S e r v i c e or N e w C o n -

s t r u c t i o n . R e a s o n -

a b l e ra tes . Ca l l 897-

2 5 7 5 . 

• • 

Invitatm! 

SAVE 

20% 
Save 20% on your 

Carlson Craft wedding order 
totaling $150 or more! 

In order to receive the 20% off, this ad 
must be presented when placing your order. 

ORDERING HOURS: 

Mon-Thurs. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Or by appointment. 

LOWELL LITHO 
10.5 N. Broadway, Lowell 

897-9261 
JL 

mailto:classifieds@lowellbuyersguide.com
http://www.lowellbuyersguide.com
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00** y 0 ^ a n t w e ( f o r l e a ^ 

General Motors Authorized 
Company Car 

/ 

J a n u . 

p r o g ^ ' 1 1 

2004 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 
GT2, cloth seats 

M.S.R.P. $26,610.00 

Safe (Pn'cc $17,995.00 
?• 

2004 GMC SIERRA SLT 
X-CAB, 5.3, leather, loaded 

.VI 

2004 PONTIAC 
MONTANA 

8 pass., Conv. 1 & 
2, nicely equipped 

M.S.R.P. Over $30,600.00 

Safe Trice $20,995.00* 

i 
i m 

2004 GMC 
ENVOYSLT 

Sunroof, chrome 

wheels, running boards and 
much more 

M.S.R.P. Over $40,400.00 

Sa(e Trice $29,900.00* 

M.S.R.P. $36,135.00 

SaCe Trice $27,995.00_ 

5 B ^ 2004 GMC 
ENVOY XL SLT 
Loaded, sunroof 

V8, chrome wheels, running 
boards and more. 

M.S.R.P. Over $43,800.00 

^ Safe Trice $31,900.00 
ATTENTION TRUE SUPPLIER PURCHASERS 

$500.00 BONUS CASH 
on all Olds, Pontiac (excludes Vibe and GTO) and GMC Trucks. 

Program ends January 2, 2004. 

THE All NEW ENVOYXUU 
NOW IN STOCK! 
Come see the 

Sport Utility Vehicle 
^ t h a t thinks it's a pickup! 

ATTENTION 
OMEMPIOYEES 

General Motors will match 50% 
of your down payment up to 

$1,000 
from General Motors. 

Call us for details. 
Program ends 

January 2, 2004. 

Did you get a 
coupon for General Motors 

Two on Os Program? 
General Motors will make the first 

two payments with GMAC up to 

$1,000 each. Call us to find out if you 
are on the list. 

Program ends 
January 2, 2004. 

2003 NEW VEHICLE CLEARANCE SALE!!! 
. i j o e s c r 

2003 PONTIAC 
GRAND AM SEI 
Power windows, 
sunroof, AM/FM/Cass/CD, and more 

M.S.R.P. $22,195.00 

Safe (Price (j!M !Emjjfoyee Trice as 

VJE15,399.00* fow as $13)499.00 

2003 PONTIAC 
BONNEVILLE SLE 

Chrome wheels, 
leather, sunroof, silver in color, last one!!! 

M.S.R.P. $34,005.00 

Safe Trice QTA ^Emjpfoyee Trice as 

$25,999.00* (nas $22,699.00^ 
* All prices plus tax, title, plate and doc fee. All rebates to dealer where apply. 
Rebates include - National Rebate, Bonus Cash, Employee Bonus Cash and GM-
UAW Retiree coupon. Most be eligible for all rebates for prices listed. Employee 
Bonus and 50% Match Programs are not compatible. 

^liil^iiiitoislhi 

2003 PONTIAC ^ 2 
MONTANA 
Value Van 

with rear air and more 

M.S.R.P. $28,609.00 

'Employee Trice as 

V$20,999.00* f,» aS $17,899.007 
Safe Trice 

Do you ham 
a $750.00-24Hour 
Test Drive CouponP 

Come to our dealership to use it. 

Didn't receive one..-Call us to 

see If you are on the list. 
Program ends 

January 2, 2004. 

"JOSTANNOONCED! 
$750.00CM EMPIOYEE 

BONOS CASH 
On al l 2 0 0 3 a n d 2 0 0 4 Olds, 

P o n t i a c , o r GMC t r u c k s . 

Hurry, Program ends 
January 2, 2004 

Real People...Real Difference 
Oldsmobile. S M C . 

Fuel f t r t h e S*ul 

Kristl Dine-Alguire • Mark DeVries • Jerry Dykhuis • Greg Helder • Christi McCarthy • Tim McCormick • John Neible • Mike Poll • Rick Theule 
• Fred VanHeulen • Gordon VanHouten • Steve VanHouten • Bob Wade • Bob Reahm 

749 W. MAIN STREET • LOWELL, Ml • PH. 897-9227 • 800-936-0040 
ASK US ABOUT OUR SHUTTLE RIDE AND OUR PICK UP AND DELIVERY SERVIGEI 


