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Summer vacation in US. provndes Belarus
10 year old with needed rest and medical evaluation

By Thaddeus J. Kraus
Lowell Ledger Editor

Anya Maschenok
. will never forget her
! summer vacation.

In fact, there’s a
good chance it will be a
more lasting memory for
the Belarus (Russia) resi-
dent than she may real-
ize at the young age of
10.

Maschenok is one of
roughly 640 children
brought over to the
' United States throughthe
i American Belarussian
Relief Organization
. (ABRO) for six weeks
each summer to give
their bodies a rest from
the country’s contami-
nation.

; Belarus is a small
country whose southern
border is just 12 kilome-
ters north of Chernobyl
Reactor #4, site of the
' terrible nuclear accident
. of April 26, 1986.

' By it§ scale, com-
plicity and long-term
consequences, it is the
. most severe catastrophe
. throughout the entire
world history of atomic energy use. Seventy percent of this
radiation fell on the country of Belarus.

The children are all affected by the radiation, either
directly or indirectly.

_ Some of the children are orphans; some come from

small, highly contaminated villages; some have had medical
conditions such as leukemia or thyroid problems; and some
deal with physical handicaps. Most arrive with suppressed
immune systems.

“Studies indicate that these six weeks will give Anya an
extra two years to her life,” said Maruszka Hufstader.
Maschenok is staying with Hufstader and her husband, Tim,
and their daughter, Kristin.
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Anya Maschenok’s day at Michigan Adventure included
a number of rides on the carousel.

e B e b TIRIEE SR 2

- N——

She will leave
Hufstader’s with a stron-
gerimmune systemand a
more sturdy frame. The
10-year-old arrived on
Father’s Day weighing
just 65 pounds.

While in America,
besides enjoying a lov-
ing, caring home environ-
ment. Maschenok will re-
ceive medical, dental, and
eyecare. “Jim Reagan has

~ graciously offered to pro-
vide free dental care for
Anya,” Hufstader said.

Since 1991, ABRO
has been able to arrange
over 2,000 trips for chil-
dren from Belarus to the
United States for restand
medical evaluation.

Sadly, Maschenok’s
troubles don’t stop with
radiation. exposure. She
is also an orphan, as are
30 percent of the children
in Russia (Belarus).
While her parents have
given theirdaughterup to
the orphanage, they
haven’trelinquished cus-
tody, which prevents| :
Anyafrombeing adopted. |

“Anya was aban- |
doned by her parents as a
youg girl. That’s typical.

A lot of parents can’t afford to care for their children so they
give them up to orphanages,” said Tim Hufstader.

Thelengthof thatcareis limited. Attheageof 14, achlld
is kicked out of the orphanage and onto the street.

Anya has no contact with her parents but does continue |
to visit with her grandparents and uncle.

“There’s a lot we take for granted that is a rarity where
Anyalives,” explains Tim Hufstader. “Anya came to us with
basically the clothes on her back.”

She leaves Hufstader’s at the end of July, healthier, and
with two filled suitcases.
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Council supports Museum’s ballot request

By Thaddeus J. Kraus
Lowell Ledger Editor

In an effort to stabilize funding for the Lowell Area
Historical Museum, board of directors officially asked that a
.25 mill tax request be placed on the November ballot.

The request received unanimous support from the Lowell
City Council. The ballot issue will now be referred to city
attorney, Richard Wendt for wording.

The museum board asked that it be allowed input into the
actual language that appears on the ballot.

The issue was whether the .25 mill tax request should be
in perpetuity if passed or if it should be for a specified number
of years.

Museum president, Jim Doyle said the board favored
perpetuity.

Lowell councilman Mike Blough said he thought the .25
operational tax mill should be for a specified time frame so
voters have an opportunity to validate its value. The council
will look to Wendt to provide input as to the length of the

request.

Doyle and museum supporters were faced with losing the
museum - or at least shortening its hours when the council was
considering deferring contributions of $20,000 toward opera-
tional costs due to a tight 2002-03 city budget.

The .25 mill levy would assure that the museum would
continue to receive the needed operational costs.

The operational mill for the museum would be above what
the city currently levies which is 15.83 mills; that includes the
1.98 mills for the City Hall/police station bond issue.

'Come build with us

The Colby Park in Alto is building a new play
set for children, We need your help! Building
days are July 12 and 13. If you would like to
volunteer, please call Sandy Graham at 647-3825

Local bands lead
July 4 celebration
on the fairgrounds

By Thaddeus J. Kraus Lowell Ledger Editor

Lowell played home to a handful of high school rock-'n’-
roll bands in the 60’s and 70’s.

Some 30/40 years later, some of those bands and their
musicians have demonstrated they are clearly alive and well.

“The reunion tour over the last year has been great fun,”
said Great Lakes Band drummer, Rick Seese. “As long as it
remains fun, I think it is something we’d all like to continue
to do.”

In last year’s Showboat Summer Concert Series, the
reunion of the local bands was a highlight of the inaugural
series.

“I still get goose bumps when I think about that night. The
entire crowd was into it; they were dancing on the roofs as
well as on the Showboat,” says Alive and Well singer, Cindy
Kropf.

“There has been an ongoing debate whether the musi-
cians or audience had more fun that night,” states Great Lakes

July 4 Celebration, cont’d. pg. 8

Alive § well

Pictured, from left to right, are: Roger MacNaughton,
Brian Adams, Carl Andrews, Dan Lomas, Cindy Kropf
and Dale Kropf. Mlssmg from the plcture is J erry Adams

Pictured, from left to right, are: Chris Collins, Rick
Seese, Doug Slocum, Charlie Luscombe, Pam Jones, Mitch
McMahon, Dave Jones and Ken Gregersen.
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marriage on June 1, 2002.

Tiffany is the daughter of Thomas and Theresa Dodge of
Caledonia. She graduated from Forest Hills Northern High
School in 1995 and currently works for Ackerman Electric.

Bob is the son of Robert and Judy Dine of Alto. He
graduated from Lowell High School in 1989 and from Alma
College in 1993. He currently works for Schwan’s Fine Foods.

The couple reside in Grand Rapids.

JULY 4: Anne Armstrong, Barb Austin, Zachary Rhodes,

Tara Sherman, Peter Timinski.

JULY 5: Dave Burdette, Jacob Hiskey, Randi Ellis, Phyllis
Condon, Brennan Page, Devinne Ossewaarde, Bob Canfield.
JULY 6: Marty DeYoung, Jason Barber, Amy Stencel, Darrel

Hesche. Chris Page, Ed Walling.

JULY 7: Phil VanLaan, Elizabeth Gerard, Tim Tulppo, Zach

Meiste.

JULY 8: Jason White, Tony Stencel, Ryan Vashaw, Jessica

Tulppo.
JULY 9: Elaine Haines, Leo Pfaller.

JULY 10: Barb Rivette, Pete VanLaan, Austin Bieri.

REA CHURCH DIRECTOR

o &% 3
Bob and Tiffany Dine

Dine/Dodge

Bob and Tiffany Dine are pleased to announce their

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Hunt/Snyder

Samantha Hunt of Clarksville, and Aaron
Snyder, of Lowell, are engaged to be married.

The bride-to-be is the daughter of Michael
and Janice Hunt. She is a 2002 graduate of Lake-
wood High School and will be attending Grand
Rapids Community College this fall.

The future groom is the son of Bob and Karen
Bennett of Lowell and Michael and Patty Snyder
of Jacksonville. He is a 1998 graduate of Lowell
High School.

A July 27, 2002 wedding is planned.

B named its officers for 2002-
¢ 03. Pictured, front row, left
& toright,are: Keith Ferguson,

# third vice president; Bob
i Ford, president; Jim Doyle,

3 back row, left to right, are:
% Dan Brubaker, second year

¢ ond vice president; and Dave
' Durkee, lion tamer. Not pic-
% vicepresident; Terry Conley,

' twister; and George Mickel,
§ second year director.

Lions elect new

slate of officers
The Lowell Lions Club

chairman; Dave Gerst Jr.,

first year director; Steve
Doyle, second year director:

director; Dennis Anchors,
secretary; Bob Reagan, sec-

tured are Frank Martin, first

treasurer; Thad Kraus, tail

CALVARY CHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH
OF LOWELL
Rev. William J. Renkema - 897-7060
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship................ 10:00A. M.
Sunday School.................... 11:20 A.M.
Evening Worship................... 6:00 P.M.

Nursery available at both services
Barrier-Free

AREA BIRTHS

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street » 897-5936

Summer Worship
8:30 & 10:00 A.M.

REV. B. GORDON BARRY
Nursery & child care available at both services
Barrier - Free Entrance

FVERGREEN

MISSIONARY CHURCH
10501 Settlewood * Ph. 897-7185

Sunday School.........c.c.ouvvieenn 9:45AM.
Morning Worship..........ccccoveei 11 AML
Evening Service............cocoue. 6:00 P.M.

Prayer and Praise - Wed., 7:00 P.M.
GLENN H. MARKS - Senior Pastor, 897-9110
STAN GERIG - Associate Pastor, 897-5894
ALL ARE WELCOME!
(Barrier-Free)

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER

(Assembly of God)
3050 Alden Nash S.E . 897-1100 » Staffed Nursery

Robert W, Holmes, Senior Pastor
Dave Noonon, Asst. Pastor

Stacy Peters, College & Twenties

SUNDAYS:
Worship: 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAYS:
Family Night: (For All Ages) 7 p.m.
Generation Jacob Youth: 7 p.m.

ST. MARY'S
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Fr. George J. Fekete
402 Amity St. » 897-9820
www.stmary-lowell.com
Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 9:30 AM
Weekday Masses: 7:45 AM
Holy Day Masses: 9 AM & 7 PM
Saturday confessions: 10-10:30 Am

Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:15 AM - 9 pM
Religious Education, children to adults - call Brenda Berding 897-7915
See Lowell Cable Ch. 49, EWTN for 24 hr. Catholic broadcasting

Jim and Becky Reagan are
proud to announce the birth of
Judi Ellen Reagan on June
27, 2002 at Spectrum Health-

GOOD SHEPHERD

LUTHERAN CHURCH

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.isery.net/~goodshep
Sunday Worship.............. 10:00 A M.
(Nursery available)

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE

UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

Sunday Services 10:00 A.M.
at the Cherry Creek Elementary School
12675 Foreman Road, Lowell, Ml 49331

CALL FOR FREE HOME BIBLE STUDIES
Pastor Robert L. Hubbard
Phone: (616) 897-1267
website www.aplighthouse.com

LOWELL CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE

201 N. Washington » 897-8800
Sunday School..............c.......... 9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship...........c........ 10:50 A.M.
Sunday Evening..........c..ccoevnnn 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday Family Ministry......7:00 P.M.

PASTOR TIM DESHAW
Staffed Nursery Provided
Barrier-Free Entrance

FIRST BAPTIST

,l“m"m”m"llﬂlIluum.......

Butterworth Campus. She
weighed a hefty 10 Ibs. and
measured 21 inches.

She is welcomed home by
her big brother and sister, Jake
and Tess. “I'm glad I have a
blondesister,” said Jake. “Hoo,
hoo, hee-hee-hee, hah!”
giggled Tess.

Proud grandparents are
Bob and Judy Dine of Alto and
Dr. Bob and Carol Ellen

ALTON BIBLE CHURCH FIRST CONGREGATIONAL Reagan of Lowell.
CHURC H OF LOWELL Lincoln Lake Ave. at 3 Mile Road CHURCH OF LOWELL
897-5648 , L

2275 West Main Street +897-7168 | Sunday School..................... 10:00 A.M. (United Church of Christ) P
Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org Morning Worship.................... 11:00 A M. 404 North Hudson * 897-5906 Youth is not properly
Rev. Burand Margesson & Rev. W. Lee Taylor | Evening Praise........................ 6:00 P.M. definable by age. It is a
b sz"sg“;"u‘fs-g‘fgg‘: ;’;‘% copy | Wednesday AWANA.............. 7:00 PM. | Worship and Church School.................. 10:00 AM. spirit of daring, creating,
Sy r;day School Hour..... 11:00 AM. (Sept. - April) Dr. Roger LAWAITe..................cccrcemeesersnseees Pastor asserting life, and openly

AWANA/V ..o Wed61 5 & 7 PM Prayer and Bible Smdy ............ 7:00 PM. Megan MICN!UQMOO .................... Music Director mhﬁng to the world'

Contact Church Office For Prayer Mesting Times Pastor Ken Ford (Home) 897-6418 Barner-Free.............cvuviins Nursery Provided —Malcolm Boyd

Nursary Provided » Barrier Free YOU ARE WELCOME! Come Join Us For Praise & Worship i

View

COZY corner

by Roger Brown

The cost of postage went up. Like everybody else, I now
have to make a special trip to the post office for some three-
cent stamps. I took an inventory of my old thirty-four centers
so I'd know how many to buy. If you have ever seen my desk,
you know this could take some time.

During my search I ran across a sheet of state commemo-
rative stamps.

I bought them on impulse because they were colorful,
included all 50 states, and I thought they’d look cool in a
frame. Of course I never bought a frame, so seventeen bucks
worth of stamps have been taking up space in a desk drawer.
How does the post office not make money with boneheads like
me buying their stamps because they look cool?

I spent some time looking over the stamps. They are
certainly colorful, butin many instances I was confused by the
art chosen to depict the state. The stamps are arranged in
alphabetical order and the first is Alabama. On their stamp is
a building with large granite columns, an old battleship and
some pink flowers. I’ve been through Alabama many times
and have never seen any of that stuff. Cotton fields and boiled
peanut stands along a roadside would have been more like it
really is.

Alaska is good. There is a grizzly bear eating a salmon
from a raging stream with snow capped peaks in the back-
ground. Never been there, but that’s how I want it to look when
[ go. Arizona is also cool. There are red rock buttes and
saguaro cactus. Been there ... seen lots of that.

Then there’s Arkansas. There is a large white building in
the background with whitewater rapids in the foreground.
You'd think they would have had enough of that whole
“whitewater” scandal and put something more appropriate,

.. like a Wal-Mart, on their stamp.

California has what looks like the Mackinac Bridge all lit
up at night. Colorado has a downhill skier and snowy moun-
tain peaks. Idaho has more snowy peaks and a guy kayaking
in whitewater rapids. I've never been to Idaho, but I guessit’s
a cross between Arkansas and Colorado.

Connecticut shows a square-rigged sailing ship and a

- white country church nestled in some fall colors. It looks like

&

oint .

a nice place to visit; however, I'll bet a postage stamp can be
deceiving. Delaware depicts abrown brick apartment building
and some beach umbrellas. You figure it out.

[llinois is right on with the Chicago skyline and a few ears
of corn. That pretty much says all there is to say about Illinois.
Indiana’s stamp has a city skyline and a covered bridge. I've
spent way too much time in Indiana and have never seen a
covered bridge or a skyline worth talking about. I could
suggest some things for their stamp, but I've been in trouble
with people from Indiana in the past. I'll bite my tongue.

lowa has a farm scene with a red barn and silo. In the
foreground are some ducks. lowa is famous for its pheasant
hunting. Perhaps the artist got his fowl confused. Kansas
depicts a wheat field, a combine and silos. Yup ... that’s
Kansas!

Kentucky’s stamp sports a log cabin and a horse race
scene. I'm guessing the Kentucky Derby and the home of the
Lincoln Log factory. Louisiana’s stamp features a surrey-top
carriage and a heron silhouetted against the sun. I guess that’s
okay, but where are the riverboats, New Orleans, Mardi Gras,
alligators, Paul Prudhomme? It’s only a postage stamp, and
space is limited. So yeh ... I guess there isn’t room for Chef
Paul.

Maine has a moose and lighthouse. Where’s my lobster?
Maryland also has the Mackinac Bridge on its stamp. There is
also a blue crab and a Chesapeake Bay schooner. I've been to
Maryland to visit an old friend. I'm glad they put the crab on
their stamp ... mmmmmm! Massachusetts depicts some pine
trees and a quaint old dock with a small sailboat tied up. Nice,
but the scene could be almost anywhere.

Michigan, unfortunately, picked up on the skyline theme.
Again, I don’t think there is much of a skyline to brag about.
There is also a Great Lakes fishing boat in the foreground.
There are no automobiles, no apple blossoms and no Mackinac
Bridge! California stole it.

Minnesota did the skyline thing and put a loon in the
foreground. I would have been tempted to plaster Jessie
Ventura's mug all over the stamp. I'm frankly a bit surprised
he didn’tinsist on it. Mississippi has a “Tara” plantation house
in the background and Bubba Gump’s shrimp boat in the front.

I'll finish with Missouri. That is half of them and I'll have
my topic all figured out for next week. Missouri, believe it or
not, went with the skyline theme. Yeh, they threw in the
“Arch” and some white flowers, but left out the Budweiser
Clydesdales, Mark Twain and Mark MacGuire.

Don’t forget ... if you write a “letter to the editor”
complaining about how stupid this column is, you'll need an
extra three-cent stamp on your envelope.

To THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:

In a world filled with violent crime, there must be a better
solution than sending Lurni Marinas of Eastpointe to jail for
feeding squirrels.

As the wildlife biologist and caseworker for People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), I contact district
attorneys all over the U.S. to make sure that they take cruelty
cases involving wild animals seriously and that individuals
who torture, maim, and kill wild animals for “fun” are pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent of the law. Yet, despite the fact that
the American Psychiatric Association identifies cruelty to
animals as one of the chief diagnostic criteria for psychopatho-
logical conductdisorders, and although that Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) takes cruelty to animals seriously in ana-
lyzing the threat potential of suspected and known violent
criminals, my words sometimes fall on deaf ears.

Don’t get me wrong; I actively discourage feeding wild-
life because it can actually lead to problems for the animals
who become tame from such close contact with humans.

People who love animals should help them when they
need it, but it is more helpful to stop the destruction of berry
bushes, wild areas, and old trees and to plant new feed and
shelter sources, than to give handouts. To learn how to be a
responsible steward of wildlife, visit www.peta.org and read
our factsheet “Living In Harmony With Nature.”

Sincerely, Stephanie Boyles,
Wildlife Biologist Research and Investigations Dept.

Dear Editor,

I just wanted to give you an update on the letter writing
campaign I initiated concerning the Classroom Parties at
Cherry Creek Elementary School. I met with Principal Maureen
Dorough on Monday, July 1st to discuss the issue and review
the responses. The good news is that 100 percent of the
respondents supported my contention that the party themes

should not be changed. Yea!!! The bad news is that she only
received four letters. Boo!!!!

This was not the public response I had envisioned. Unfor-
tunately, I have greatly misjudged the Lowell Community’s
sense of values and dedication to the preservation of our
heritage. In case there is anyone else out there who has an
opinion on the matter, please e-mail Principal
Dorough, mdorough@lowell k12.mi.us. If youdon’thavee-
mail, the mailing address is 12675 Foreman SE, Lowell, MI
49331. She sincerely would like to hear from you. If you don’t
voice your opinion now, the new policy as outlined in The
Cherry Creek Connection will go into effect this fall.

Thanks to all of you who took the time to write and have
a great 4th of July!

Sincerely, Ed Hawks

To the Editor:

On July 4, 1776, a group of Americans met in Indepen-
dence Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to declare our coun-
try an independent nation. They were true patriots as they put
their liberty, their fortunes, their very lives on the line for what
they believed in. They won the Revolutionary War and
enacted the Constitution of the United States of America
which, along with its amendments, made this a free and
independent country, with liberty and justice for all of its
citizens.

We have been a nation of patriotic people although that
patriotism swells and then dwindles at times. One might ask
what patriotism really is. Simply put, it is a love of and belief
in one’s country. This patriotism can be for a just, God-
inspired country like the United States of America with its
democratic, representative republic style of government and
its emphasis on basic human rights of its citizens. We are a
country of laws and have infrastructures to make changes, as
needed, in those laws.

Patriotism can also be developed by the dispensing of
propaganda by a few evil, zealous and ambitious conspirators
such as did Japan and Germany in the last century and now al
Qaida, Hamas, and all the other dangerous fringe groups we

face today. To The Editor, cont’d., pg. 6
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Ldger Entries

of 125, 100, 75, 50 & 25 Years Ago

125 YEARS THE WEEKLY JOURNAL JULY 4, 1877

“Jas. S. Dougall Esq. will have the boss elevator on the
corner of Main and Hudson.”

Gambee's “little” steamboat went into service last Satur-
day and on Sunday took 175 passengers to Saranac and back
to Grand Rapids.

Saranac is offering more for wool than Lowell, so is
getting a larger share of the crop.

J.C. Moore of Lowell seeks a patent for a device for
leaving upper floors of a burning building. It allows the person
to control the steel tape he is hanging from, on the principle of
a tape measure.

The KL&NM narrow-gauge railroad (Kalamazoo-Low-
ell) already has most of the roadway built.

100 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER JULY 3, 1902
This issue is missing; we substitute July 6, 1888.
Usually devoted to national news, the full front page
article, “Lowell Past & Present, an Epitome of Business
Interests, Manufacturers, Schools, Churches and Societies”
gives histories and information about four churches, J.L.
Hudson Drygoods, Brown & Sehler Farm Machinery, W.R.
Rickert Confectionary, R.C. Smith Tailor, Yeiter & Look
Drug Store, Robertson & Sons Shoes, and A.K.Beadle Har-
ness.

People stayed home or went to Grand Rapids for the
Fourth; not many celebrated here because of the heat.

The bottom has dropped out of the shingle market, in both
river mills and country mills stock.

75 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER AND
THE ALTO SOLO JULY 7, 1927

The Lowell Board of Trade lets the Kent County Road
Commission know that the present route of M-21 is by far the
best of any possible alternative.

Richard Peckham of Lowell is awarded a medal as the best
junior camper at the YMCA’s Camp Manitoulin.

Fatalities at American railroad crossings in 1925: 2,306.

Farm news, radio articles and automobile articles provide
atechnical page. There are also awomen’s page and two serial
pages.

Men’s swimming suits, guaranteed for the season and
with reinforced shoulders, for sale at Coons’.

50 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER JULY 3, 1952

The new Lowell maps, drawn by Phil and Jan Johnson and
printed by the Ledger, are ready for distribution through the
Lowell Board of Trade.

Vic Clemenz expands his garage for the third time, to four
bays.

Showboat Amateur Night will be limited to 50 acts. All
committees for this year’s Showboat are up and doing.

The annual Kent Conservation District air tour will point
out farming and conservation practices in the county. Make
your reservation in the next week.

Delegates to the National Convention (Republican) ask
for a poll; the results: Eisenhower 2-1.

25 YEARS THE GRAND VALLEY LEDGER
JULY 7, 1977

Ada Township plans for a new $100,000 fire station on
Knapp St.

“Uncle Carl” Behnke has built a curtained, carpeted,
heated home with hi-fi and air-conditioning for a bantam hen.
He is known for his handmade toys for handicapped kids.

An Ada Township land purchase doubles the size of Chief
Hazy Cloud Park on the Grand River.

YMCA offers “Coward Swim"” for adults in addition to
regular water safety classes.

Charles King, head of the new Citizens for Extracurricular
Activities, gets School Board permission to raise an estimated
$40,000 for the coming school year.



http://www.fbclowell.org
http://www.aplighthouse.com
http://www.stmary-lowell.com
http://www.peta.org
mailto:mdorough@lowell.kl2.mi.us
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LITTLE BAY

If you are looking for a fishing experience with variety,
look no further than Little Bay DeNoc in the central Upper
Peninsula.

The weather, for example, can change significantly sev-
eral times a day. As I write this, [ am sitting in the sun listening
to tornado watches and severe thunderstorm predictions on
my scanner. This morning, Gwen and I fished in a dense fog.
We were able to navigate by G.P.S. as we had not deleted our
trail from the day before when we did catch fish. Just as we
began a drift, the wind blew up substantial wave action and it
got very dark. Spooky. About then we heard thunder, so we
immediately ran for the harbor. Fortunately, the strong wind
blew the fog out in a matter of minutes, so we could see where
we were headed. Just as we entered the harbor, the rain came
down in torrents and lightning lit the dark gray sky. We
decided to wait for a better day to go out.

Get a FAIR DEAL

on a new loan

Get approved for
a personal loan
at ICNB from
July 1 through
July 26th, 2002,
and we'll take
vou and a friend to the
lonia Fair! Two free day passes and
a free parking pass, plus an outstanding loan rate
from ICNB...sounds like a “fair deal!”

Main Office, lonia.....(616) 527-0220
Southside, lonia .........616) 527-9250
Belding Downtown ...i616) 794-1195
Belding West ..............616) 794-0890
Lowell .o (G16) 897-6171
Sunfield ...................(517) 566-8025
- Woodland .................(616) 367-4911

Call the ICNB
office near you for
great loan rates!

R
’Y.' Ny
W&
Nie ot

Equal
Housing
Lender

Hometown Banking
www.icnb.com

Member FIIC

Besides a variety of weather conditions, there are a variety
of options for catching walleyes. The bay has a series of reefs
that come up from 30 to as little as 10 feet of water. When the
fish are on the reefs, it's a matter of finding them and then
keeping the boat on course. Elsewhere, wide mud flats hold
fish at times and there are weeds to jig if you can find the
locations. Rivers that enter the bay are fishable and can
provide good angling especially if the weather is keeping
fishermen off the open water.

In addition to walleye, there is a good population of perch,
smallmouth bass, and northern pike. Trout and salmon fishing
is good at certain times of the year. Fishermen fromall over the
mid-west show up sooner or later to fish walleye. Boats
display registration letters from North Dakota, lowa, Minne-
sota and, of course, Wisconsin. A few boats from Florida float
on the bay.

People fish with 14 foot boats and 9 or 15 horsepower

outboards. At the other end of the spectrum, 18 to 20 foot
walleye boats powered by 225 horsepower engines are com-
mon. Launch ramps at several locations on the bay make the
majority of the water accessable to most craft.

Local and visiting anglers alike practice about any fishing
technique known to the angling world. Jigging with live bait
and plastic is the most popular method of fooling walleye. We
drag live bait with the electric motor when it is calm and put
down bottom bouncers and drift with a sock when the wind
whips the bay into a tempest. The weather often dictates the
best method. When you find the fish, do what you do best. Just
anote, however — the fish don’t always bite and one may have
to put in time and work at it.

There is shopping and a nearby casino if that sparks your
interest. Great public parks and beaches welcome visitors
when the weather is nice. For a fishing trip with variety, Little
Bay DeNoc has something for everybody.

With Drs. Paul Gauthier,
Jim Lang & Kevin Miller

Healt

BEE STINGS
Bee and wasp stings are common occurrences this time of

year. Most reactions are localized pain, swelling and redness
at the site of the sting. First check to make sure the stinger is
still not in your skin. Some species will lose their stinger and
some do not. Local ice application will help the swelling. Take
Benadryl (over the counter) immediately after. This will
decrease the skin reaction and help with pain. Continue to take
Benadryl for the next several days.

Some people are truly allergic to bee stings. These people
will experience swelling and an itchy rash over their body. The
swelling can occur in the throat, blocking off the airway. This
is a true medical emergency. Benadryl should be given imme-
diately and emergency services called. Some people who
know they are allergic should have a bee sting kit. This
contains an epinephrine injection that should be given if the
person experiences airway compromise.

To The EditOl’, continued...From Page 5

On Dec. 7, 1941, a “*sneak attack” on Pearl Harbor by the
empire of Japan started World War I for the United States. On
Sept. 11, 2001, yet another despicable “sneak attack™ on the
World Trade Center and the Pentagon started our war on

- World Wide Terrorism. We won WW Il and make no mistake

that with the resolve of our people, we will win the war against
terrorism.

Not since World War Il have we seen such an up welling
swell of patriotism we now are presented with in this country.
Unfortunately, many people from the last two or three genera-
tions do not know how to publicly show their newfound
patriotism. One way to start is to show more respect for our
American flag, which seemingly everyone wants to display,
but many do not know how to properly do.

When a flag passes you by in a parade, when the National
Anthem s played or when saying the Pledge of Allegiance, get
up on your feet, take off your cap and place your right hand

» Customize your floor plan

» WO story
, Cape cod
,» Ranch style

experienced, licensed builder
» Building sites available minutes from Ionia

Bubo

N € O'R

>

Why Wait 6 Months Or Longer
For Your New Home To Be Built
When You Can Be In Your Newly Built
General Housing Home
In As Little As 2 Months!

Our GHC custom built modular homes are built to the exact same standards as
traditional “stick built” homes. And when you compare our cost, quality, and
building time, we'll win hands down. Visit our GHC spec home or call us for an
appointment today. You'll be glad you did.

» Many plans to choose from, 8402912 square feet

» Completely constructed on your lot to your specifications by an
» Complete homes starting at $119,000 including lot
W

P ORATTEOD
Office: (616) 897-0373 Fax: (616) 897-0346

Visit GHC's Website at www.genhouse.com for model and floor plan information

Sandra Kowalczyk
Bowne Township Clerk
(616) 868-6846

over your heart, as a token of respect for your flag and all that
it represents. You will also be showing respect for all those
who fought and died for this great country, because they
believed in it.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8303. along with many
other V.F.W. posts throughout the country, has a program to
help instill respect for our nation’s flag and to foster true
patriotism.

Teachers, school administrators, parents and other civic
groups can call us at 897-8625 to conduct a program on
patriotism and respect for the flag.

Our country is the best country to yet exist in all recorded
history and it is up to us ordinary citizens like you and me to
keep it that way.

Sincerely, John Vander Wilp
Commander, V.E.W. Post 8303

REMINDER NOTICE
REGISTRATION DEADLINE

FOR THE

PRIMARY ELECTION
TO BE HELD ON AUGUST 8, 2002

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that any qualified elector of Bowne
Township, Lowell Township and the City of Lowell, who is not
already registered, may register to vote at the city or townships
offices, at any secretary of state branch office, or other

designated places for the primary election to be held on
Tuesday, August 6, 2002.

THE LAST DAY FOR RECEIVING REGISTRATIONS
WILL BE MONDAY, JULY 8, 2002

QUALIFICATIONS TO REGISTER TO VOTE:
Citizen of the United States

| | At Lgast 18 years of age on or before July 8, 2002
Resident of Bowne Township, Lowell Township, City of Lowell

The township offices will be open Monday, July 8, 2002
from 9 am to 5 pm.

The City of Lowell will be.open Monday, July 8, 2002
- from 8 am to 5 pm.

Betty Morlock
Lowell City Clerk
(616) 897-8457

Linda S. Regan
Lowell Township Clerk
(616) 897-7600
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- Schools ask questions in search of answers to low test scores

By Thaddeus J. Kraus
Lowell Ledger Editor

The only thing consistent about state and county MEAP

scores in reading, writing and social studies is
their inconsistency.

Both the state and Kent Intermediate School
District (KISD) saw the averages in four of
their six scores drop.

Lowell, while incurring lower scores in
fourth- and seventh-grade reading and fifth-
grade writing, still maintained scores higher
than the state and county averages.

“Our scores still dropped proportionately
like the state and county,” said Lowell acting
superintendent, James White.

The larger number of students taking the
test, including special education students and
those with limited English skills, is one reason

best in the KISD. That percentage is down from 78.3 in 2000-

01.

In seventh-grade reading, 66.3 percent of the students

passed down from 76.9 in 2000-01. Lowell’s score for 2001-

02 was seventh best in the KISD.
Lowell’s fifth-grade writing scores fell to 62 percent (14th
best in the KISD) from 65.7 in 2000-01.

being used to explain the lower scores state-

wide.

“Obviously when reading scores are down,
that’s a concern,” said Lowell’s acting super-

intendent, Jim White.

As to why reading scores are down around
the state, White speculates that the reading
selections were tougher and that possibly there
was a change in the passing scores.

After all of that, White says schools still
. havetolook at how the kids did on the informa-
tion and story tests, and determine where they

had difficulty.

Lowell’s fourth-grade reading scores
dropped to 67.5 percent of the students passing. That was 10th

. However, its seventh-grade writing scores
LOWELL’S MEAP TEST RESULTS were highest in Kent County for the third
consecutive year.
4TH GRADE READING: White credits the Kansas Writing Strat-
1997/1998 1998/1999 1999/2000 2000/2001 2001/2002 egies used throughout the middle school.
72.6 71.8 64 78.3 67.5 “I’s a program everybody in the middle
school has bought into,” White said. “It will
STH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES: be interesting to see how this year’s fifth-
1998/1999 1999/2000 2000/2001 200172002 graders do as seventh-graders.”
15.2 30.1 25,1 29.3 Lowell enjoyed improved scores in fifth-
and eighth-grade social studies and in sev-
S5TH GRADE WRITING: enth-grade writing.
1997/1998  1998/1999  1999/2000  2000/2001  2001/2002 Lowell tallied the top score in the county
86.6 69.1 15.7 65.7 62 in seventh-grade writing with a 92.9 percent
assing mark, up from its 89.9 percent in
71H GRADE READING 2000-01 ’ .
1997/1998  1998/1999  1999/2000  2000/2001  2001/2002 In eighth-grade social studies, Lowell
71.2 70.6 62.3 76.9 66.3 jumped to 50.9 percent. Only 33 percent of
the students passed in 2000-01. Lowell’s
7TH GRADE WRITING score this year was third best in the county,
2000/2001  2001/2002 behind Forest Hills (62.8) and East Grand
89.9 92.9 Rapids (72.3).
The fifth-grade social studies score im-
8TH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES proved slightly, from 25.1 (2000-01) t029.3
1998/1999  1999/2000  2000/2001  2001/2002 percent this year (10th best in the KISD).
43.3 34.8 33 50.9
Listed to the left are Lowell’s MEAP

scores in reading, social studies and writ-
ing for the past five years. Math and science scores have
not yet been made available.

Lowell Area Community Fund welcomes new advisors

Two new advisors have
joined the Lowell Area Com-
munity Fund Advisory Com-
mittee to carry forward the
philanthropic vision of the late
Harold Englehardt. Sandy
Graham, Alto branch man-
ager for Kent District Library,

look the seat vacated by
BettyYeiter and will repre-

sent Lowell Charter Town-
ship for a three-year term.
Chuck Meyers of Huntington
Bank replaced Jim Bosserd
last year; his service will run
concurrent with his position
at the bank.

With the departure of Bert
Bleke from Lowell Area
Schools, the superintendent
seat will remain vacant until
Bleke's replacement is
named.

Each departing Advisory
Committee member was of-
fered the opportunity to make
an honorary $1,000 grant.
Yeiter, who served on the
committee from 1999 until
this year, divided her grant
equally between the Lowell
YMCA and the Lowell His-
torical Museum.

“Our YMCA meets the
needs of all ages,” Yeiter
wrote on her grant recommen-
dation. She is also interested
inpreserving history, because
“by understanding the past,
we can better understand the
future.”

Bosserd designated his
grant to Lowell Area Schools
for the Wittenbach Center. “I
feel it is important to teach
kids and adults about agricul-
ture and nature,” he wrote.
“This center allows for hands-
on teaching . . . and provides
leadership opportunities for
our youth.” Bosserd served as
an advisor from 1997 until
2001.

Soon after the Lowell
Area Community Fund was
established as adonor-advised
fund at the Grand Rapids
Community Foundation in
1996, the Advisory Commit-
tee was formed according to
the terms of Englehardt’s
$12.7 million bequest. Advi-
sors, charged with carrying
out Englehardt’s philan-
thropic goals of supporting
education and community de-

velopment in Lowell, are:
Lowell Area Schools super-
intendent (vacant); Lowell
High School principal, Scott
Vashaw; City of Lowell man-
ager, David Pasquale; Hun-
tington Bank vice president,
Chuck Meyers; Norris, Perne
& French partner/or Mr.
Englehardt’s great-nephew,
John Darling; Lowell Charter
Township representative,
Sandy Graham; Vergennes
Township representative,
Kate Dernocoeur.

Advisors meet 11 times a
year; during three of those
meetings they review grant
proposals and recommend
funding decisions. Since
1996, the Advisory Commit-
tee has recommended grants
totaling more than $2.5 mil-
lion, giving priority to projects
thatassure a healthy, dynamic
community. Today, the prin-
cipal of the fund is worth more
than $15 million.

“Mr. Englehardt was very
specific about defining the
goals for his gift and for fu-
ture advisors,” said Diana
Sieger, Grand Rapids Com-
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BUILD YOUR OWN CUSTOM HOME & SAVE THOUSANDS!
0% FINANCING & NO PAYMENTS FOR 6 MONTHS

PIERSON-GIBBS HOMES CAN SHOW YOU HOW TO:
1. BUILD MORE HOME FOR LESS MONEY
2. BE YOUR OWN GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Website: www.davidtichelaar.com

CONTRACTOR BUILT, OWNER COMPLETED
PIERSON-GIBBS HOMES, INC.

-4
LB B
Home and Buking Assoceton

\_ ¢ Oreater Grand Papics

Tel. 616-874-0474

3. BUILD EQUITY WITH YOUR LABOR
__ 24 4, PAY 11/2% OR LESS DOWN PAYMENT

WE BUILD THE SHELL, YOU FINISH IT AND SAVE THOUSANDS!
CALL David Tichelaar FOR INFORMATION

munity Foundation_president. effort to carry out his vision
“The Lowell advisors give andwishesforastrongercom-
generously of their time and  munity, and we commend

them for their dedication to
this cause.”

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

JOEL VANDERIET, MD
897-8436

Lowell Medical Specialists, PC
1150 N. Hudson, Lowell

(Board Certified in Internal Medicine and Pediatrics)



http://www.icnh.com
http://www.davidtichelaar.com

The Lowell Ledger -Wednesday, July 3, 2002 - Page 8

Along Main Street

SHOWBOAT SIZZLIN’ SUMMER CONCERT:
ROCKIN' REUNION
Celebrate the 4th of July at the Lowell Fairgrounds this
Thursday after the downtown parade at 6 p.m. Local bands
“Alive and Well" and “The Great Lakes Band” will perform
from 7 - 9 p.m.

LLHS ROCKIN’ REUNION FOR
CLASSES OF 1970, ‘71 & ‘72
The reunion will be held Aug. 3 at English Hills Golf Club
from 6 p.m. - midnight. Registration and payment ($30 per
person) are due no later than July 5 and may be sent to Maureen
Kissinger at 210 Valley Vista Dr., Lowell 49331 or call her at
897-8423. Classes other than those listed above are also

welcome.

COME BUILD WITH US
The Colby Park in Alto is building a new play set for
children. We need your help! Building days are July 12 and
13. If you would like to volunteer, please call Sandy Graham

at 647-3825.

COVERED BRIDGE BIKE TOUR
The Fallasburg Historical Village will sponor their 8th
annual bike tour (12, 28, 50, 62 and 100 miles) on Saturday,
July 13. Register at the schoolhouse from 7-9 a.m. that day;
pre-registration also available by calling Kerry at 897-7161.

Helmets are mandatory.

HOW TO BECOME A “NETWORKER"”

The Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce will offer a
workshop: ““A Winning Workout in Networking” with Laurie
Freshour, professional speaker/sales trainer. on Wednesday,
July 17 inthe Administration Building, 300 High St. Chamber
members: $35; non-chamber members: $50. Deadline: July 5.

Call 897-9161.

FREE FOOD - ANYONE? .
The Foodmobile will be at the 4-H Fairgrounds again
Saturday, July 20 from 10 a.m. to noon. Bring your family and

neighbors — and your own box or bag. Distributed by Flat
River Outreach Ministries, Inc.

" STH ANNUAL STREET MARKET DAYS

Street Market Days will take place on July 26 and 27
from 10 a.m.- 6 p.m., sponsored by the Chamber of Com-
merce and the Main Street Downtown merchants. Call Linda
at D & L Tax Service (897-1140) for an application form.

CALL FOR AUDITIONS
The Lowell Area Arts Council’s Thebes Players are
seeking actors for “Steel Magnolias™ to be held later this fall
at Larkin’s - The Other Place. Auditions for the two-act play
willbe Aug.26-28 from7-9 p.m. atthe arts council. Formore
information and to borrow a script, call 897-8545.

GOLF SCRAMBLE
Lowell Area Chamber members and guests are invited to
participate in an 18-hole golf scramble and luncheon at Deer
Run Golf Course on Friday, July 12. Call 897-9161 (Cham-
ber) or 897-8481 (Deer Run) for more information.

/

July 4 Celebration, cont’d ... From Page 1

Band singer, Mitch
McMabhon. *I think we did.”

For those who missed or
wish to savor this nostalgia
once again, the ever popular
bands of “Alive and Well”
and "The Great Lakes Band”
will perform on July 4 at the
Lowell Fairgrounds from 7
until 9 p.m.

“The comaraderie of
your past and the true friend-
ships are what keeps us to-
gether,” Seese said. I think
we're discovering we have

more talent now than years
ago. We're more creative and
better able to express our-
selves.”

From “Headhunters” to
“Alive and Well,” the local
bands have intertwined and
grown into professional mu-
siclans.

At the base of Lowell’s
tree of rock-"n’-roll is the
“*Headhunters™, springing up
on the west side in the early
sixties, pre-dating the

“Shaggs” by three or four
weeks.

The “*Plague” came onthe
scene in 1965. The 70’s gives
birth to “Scragg Foster”,
“Stillwater”, and the “Great
Lakes Band."*“Alive and
Well's” run covers the 80’s.

Since last year’s Summer
Concert Series performance,
the bands have performed
benefit concerts for the Red
Cross and Lowell Area Arts
Council.

PSSSTH [ET ME ;
PuT A Bu9 iN &7,
YoUuR EAReee

In Just A Few Weeks, We're Embarking
On An Awesome Bug Safari!

The concert will be a part
of a day-long slate of Fourth
of July activities.

There will be a patriotic
pet parade at the Laurels of
Kent beginning at 3 p.m.

It will be followed by a
parade at 6 p.m; with monster
truck rides, dueling fire de-
partment waterball fights, and
a petting zoo at the fair-
grounds.

Fireworks, at Stoney
Lakeside Park, will begin at
dusk. This year’s fireworks
are again being sponsored
by the Laurels of Kent.

Botanika’s 2nd phase begins July 9

Phase Il of Botanika ‘02
begins July 9 with a full
lineup of events for art lovers
and gardeners alike. The ex-
hibition offers artistic im-
pressions of the natural bo-
tanical world around us. Im-
ages ondisplay include floral
botany and entomology ex-
pressed in multi-media art-
works.

Check out the great
schedule of events surround-
ing this phase of the exhibi-
tion. All events take place at
the Lowell Area Arts Coun-
cil located at 149 S. Hudson
unless stated otherwise. Reg-
istration is required for all

events excluding the gallery
reception on July 13.

July 8,15 & 22-8:30-11:30
a.m. *Pleind’ Airwatercolor
painting at Ball’s Softee
Creme Gardens in downtown
Lowell.

July 10 - 7:00 p.m. * Gar-
dening with Steve LaWarre
from Frederik Meijer Gardens

July 13 - 10:00 a.m. - 2:00
p.m. * Garden Tours

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. * Botanika
‘02 exhibition reception

July 13 & 20 - 10:00 a.m. -

12:30 p.m. * Two-Day Mo-
saic Flowerpot Workshop.

July 19-7-8:30 p.m. * Meet
the artists.

July 20 - 9:00-11:00 a.m.
* Photographing flowers
with Richard Williams at
Ball's Softee Creme Gardens
in downtown Lowell.

Call 897-8445 forregis-
tration information. The gal-
lery hours are Tuesday
through Friday from 12-5
p.m. and Saturday from 1-4
p.m.

—— o ——

LEGAL
EASE

By
Jonathan David

EAR JONATHAN:
nother, who was a
v,died lastmonth. There
probate estate because
thing she owned was
n her living trust at the
f her death. The trust’s
stasset is her house and
e recently listed it for
Does the trust continue
1efit by the homestead
ption on my mother’s
until [am able to sell it,
1 it automatically lose
exemption upon my
er's death?
ONATHANSAYS: Un-
lichigan Law, a Michi-
esident is eligible for a
stead exemption on that
idual’s principal resi-
:. The homestead ex-
ion is also available for
idividual’s revocable
if the property is trans-
1to that individual’s re-
le trust. However, once
1dividual dies, the prop-
10 longer qualifies for
ymestead exemption and
ch, a rescission of the

i A

homestead exemption must be
filed within 90 days of that
person’sdeath. The rescission
needs to be filed with the
assessor’s office in the city
where the residence is located.
In your circumstances,
you, as trustee, have 90 days
from the date of your mother’s
death to file that rescission of
homestead exemption with
the city assessor’s office. If
the rescission is not filed
timely, the trust could be pe-
nalized $5 per day up to a
maximum penalty of $200.

i,
v d
x <
e A
\
”
X
Py

DEAR JONATHAN:
What real estate taxes apply
upon the transfer of real es-
tate in Michigan?

JONATHAN SAYS:
There are two transfer taxes
applicable when Michigan
real estate is transferred. There
is a county transfer tax and a
state transfer tax. The county
transfer tax is imposed at the
rate of $55 per $500 of con-
sideration. The state transfer
tax is imposed at the rate of

CA welcomes new teen/sports director

ustin Belgiano studied
slogy because he liked

The Detroit native now
s as a teen and sports
ctor for the Lowell
_A branch because he
it.

T knew | wanted to be
lved in a relational job,”
iano explained. “This job
Ivement with teens pro-
s me that avenue.”
Jelgiano earned his de-

iy v

$3.75 per $500 of consider-
ation. Forexample, if the real
estate is transferred for the
sum of $100,000, then the
county transfer tax would be
equal to $110 and the state
transfer tax would be equal to
$750, for a total transfer tax
due and owing of $860.

DEAR JONATHAN:
What is the amount of the
annual gift tax exclusion for
20027

JONATHAN SAYS: The
annual gift tax exclusion for
2002 is $11,000.

DEAR JONATHAN: |
know the unified credit ex-
emption amount this year is
equal to $1,000,000. When is
that scheduled to go up and
by how much?

JONATHAN SAYS: The
unified credit exemption
amount is scheduled to stay at
$1,000,000 for 2003 and then
be increased pursuant to the
following schedule:

2004 $1,500,000
2005 $1,500,000
2006 $2,000,000
2007 $2,000,000
2008 $2,000,000
2009 $3,500,000

Underthe current law, the
federal estate tax is due to be
repealed for one yearin 2010,
in which case the unified
credit exemption will not be

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
LOWELL HISTORIC

DISTRICT COMMISSION
LOWELL, MICHIGAN

Sealed bids for re-roofing the Lowell Area
Historical Museum at 325 West Main Street,
Lowell, Michigan will be accepted by the
Lowell Historic District Commission. at the
Museum on Tuesday July 16, 2002 at 3:00
pm. Contact Winter-Troutwine Associates at
616-451-8331 for bid packages. Bids will be
publicly opened and read on Tuesday, July
16, 2002 at 3:00 pm.
marked "Re-Roofing Bid".
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emption will be reduced back
to the $1,000,000 amount.

resumes in 2011, at which
point the unified credit ex-

necessary and will not apply.
However, unless the law is
changed, the federal estate tax

PERMANENT PROTECTION

in an uncertain world

Permanent life insurance means
lifelong protection and cash values
you can borrow against. You can
build your family’s future on it.
Call today to see if you qualify.

MARK JOHNSON
6095-28th Street Ste. 4
Grand Rapids, Ml
49546 - 940-8181

Making Your Future More Predictable

D FARM BUREAU
#7. INSURANCE

FARM BUREAU MUTUAL + FARM BUREAU LIFE * FARM BUREAU GENERAL

www.farmbureauvinsurance-mi.com

AD-3059-1 (6/02)

I ceseseoeee cTececee e

Family Dentistry & Braces

Todd Gillan, D.D.S.

Quality Dental Care
For You & Your Family
; * We Welcome New Patients
* Early Morning & Evening
Appointments Available
* We Cater To Cowards
* Free Evaluation For Braces (

(across from Family Fare Shopping Plaza) 89 7 - 849 1

2186 W. Main ¢ Lowell 0

AN\

¢A‘A&& A\ AN

NOT A SPECIALIST

Y 4 ~g ——

NOTICE OF LAST DAY
FOR RECEIVING
REGISTRATION FOR
THE AUGUST PRIMARY
WILL BE:

JULY 8, 2002 AT 4:00 P.M.

Please take notice that any qualified elector
of Grattan Township, who is not already
registered to vote for the August Primary
Election may register at any Secretary of
State Offices; County Clerk or local Clerks
Office on or before Monday, July 8, 2002 at

Envelopes must be 4:00 p.m

B Ac KYARD VAc AT'ON mmmm?" mmc:’ § frgrr; T('la)’llor Univer;it)l/. --J . B--l' ] | The Lowell Historic District Commission eg-?g AL TONDL TO' SREGEEER. 10
HAMBER OF COMMERCE W) A ind, Ind., last year. Fol- ustin Belgiano L ' i e .
. by ) it et i (LHDC) reserves the right to reject any or all - Citizen of the United States

bids and also the right to waive any formal
defects in bids when deemed in the best
interest of the LHDC. Further, the LHDC

, Michelle, the couple
ed to Grand Rapids in
: ary to be near family.

- At least 18 years of age on or before
July 8, 2002
- Resident of Grattan Township

BIBLE SCHOOL.:
Under the Big Tent with

cited I am about it and the
possibilities.

- ; o Q‘“"'
et 4

Of Seventh Day Adventists
9550 Downes, Lowell

July 8-12, 2002
10:00 Am - 12:30 PM

It this job, the more ex- Lana F. Green

Grattan Township Clerk

. i i g The graduate started his His position includes in- § reserves the right to accept a bid higher than : :
Riverside FQ“OWShIp ‘Zz r C o r" cwiththe YMCAonJune  volvement insports,theTeen | the lowest bid if the LHDC's interest will be You must be registered to qualify as a voter
‘ ‘ once ‘hemorellearnandgrasp Center and Leaders Club. better served

THURSDAY NIGHTS ¢ 7:00-9:00rPM | v

| Tﬁ‘“““""’”““‘“‘“ Is Your Source For Top Quality GM Vehicles From:
omet = ~ o @

A Great Selection
Of Used Cars&
Trucks & New Car Trades

Come to Lowell & enjoy music on the river!

The SIZZLIN' SUMMER CONCERTS are located by the
Lowell Showboat (east side of the river) in downtown Lowell.

» 3 Call 897-9161 or visit www.lowellchamber.org for more information! .
Where Kids Catch The Buzz Admission and parking are free! CHEVROLET BUICK' il g . s g @
g ¥ The concert venue is wheelchair accessible and handicap/senior parking is available. ' s.thomet@inetmail.att.net "Most Dependable, Longes!: Lasting LR Authorized GM
AbO“t GOd S LO\Ie. MO WS NN BN BND NN BN BN BN BN MEN MNN NS SN B N 1250 W. Main,Lowell 897-9294 Trucks on the Road" tsAll Good® Parts & Service Parts

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THURSDAY NITE FUN: Cut 'n* save!

July 4 - Alive & Well & The Great Lakes Band
Rk  Classic rock at the Lowell Fairgrounds! :

= s Don'’t miss all the 4th of July fun! Parade downtown at 6:00,
wﬂyﬁi Sizzlin’ Summer Concert at 7:00, Fireworhks at dusk! o

For More Information
& To Pre-Register Call:

P

2.5 TON AIR CONDITIONING PACKAGE

Installed to your existing ductwork.

1,450

A
: 41 4
5N P . -
L 4 L 4 .
- - p
: 7

) July 11 - The Raisin Pickers * bluegrass e SR .
676 1 667 July 18 - Odd Men Out & The Dave Collee Trio ¢ jazz > | U e ik $ oo
or 676-0408 July 2§ - The Willeys - folkwave Jm. ! (tax included)

August 1 - Beltline Big Band - big band
August 8 - Vanishing Point  Christian rock
August 15- Mane Street * country

(Artists scheduled to appear)

C
-

w /4
: o A ¢
i e &
£ \\'\ \ ‘\ ;-\ r

-....,r..._.;-“ -



http://www.lowellchamber.orE
http://www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com
mailto:s.thomet@inetmaii.att.net
http://www.hoatingcoolingonline.oom
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Lowell Branch YMCA

YGHILD GARE

Cost:
Infant/Toddler - $162/week ® Preschool/Kindergarten - $142 /week

%

Child Care Openings - Infant through School Age

School Age - $135/week or $125 if you have a YMCA Family Facility Membership

Part-time rates are available for 2-1/2 year olds through school age.

$50.00 registration fee for non-members
Enjoy bike day, water day, local field trips and wisits to local parks.

Center Hours: 6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Contact Beth at 897-4371 for more information.

@mﬁ@m

For boys and girls first grade through 12 years old.
* Teri Sikkenga is back part-time in the afternoons.
Enjoy field trips, swimming, water day, wheels day, Camp
Manitou-lin, Service-Learning, and trips to local parks.

Contact Cynthia at 897-2688
K for more information.

Financial assistance is available
to those who qualify.

New Dance Classes!!!
897-8445 Offered at the Lowell YMCA's Wellness Center. Classes will be Monday, Wednesday and Friday
beginning July 15th and continuing through August 23. Enroll today to make the most of your summer!
CLASS PARTICIPANTS DAYS OFFERED  START DATE
Ballet, Jazz & Tumbling 4-6 yrs. of age MWF 7/15/02
Ballet & Jazz 7-10 yrs. of age MWF 7/15/02
Hip Hop 11-14 yrs. of age MWF 7/15/02
Member Program Member Non-Member
CosT: $65 $75 $90
Registration Deadline 7/12/02 ($5 late fee after deadline has passed)
Gymnastics Camp! (
: /
July 29 - August 2. ol SOCCEI' Camp .
Registration deadline one week prior to start of camp. \’\ (July 22-26) - (August 5-)
Location: Runciman School AGE DATES TIME
4-5 yrs. old 7/22-26 10:45-11:45 a.m.
Preschool  3yrs. old 9:30-10:30 a.m. 4 K-1stgrade  7/22-26 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Preschool ~ 4&5yrs.old  10:30-11:30 am. I 2nd - 5th grade 8/5-9 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Member Program Member Non-Member

Member Program Member Non-Member

Cost: $10 $20

$30

CosT:* $30 $40 $50
Roller Hockey Camp! /Cﬁ Basketball Camp! @)\
August 59+ -10:30 am. August 1216+ 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m,

Member Program Member Non-Member L_\
Cost: $33  $38 $48 ) 2

This camp is for 4th through 7th graders who want to
improve their skills of the game, as well as have a lot of
fun getting to play hockey. They will receive instruction

from the Lowell Varsity Hockey Team.

Pre-school through 5th grades.

(;':_)

This camp is designed for youth to really enjoy the game,
while improving on their skills. We will emphasize sound
instruction, while providing a place for fun with friends.
This will be helpful for complete beginners
through advanced players.

gery, raising the standards of skill of anterior segment sur-
geons through clinical education.

Possessing 25 years of surgical experience, Flohr per-
forms over400 small incision or “no-stitch” cataract surgeries
with intra-ocular lens implants annually.

He offers patients Limbal Relaxing Incision (LRI), an in-
office surgical procedure to permanently correct astigmatism.
Candidates for the procedure enjoy significant reduction or
elimination of corneal astigmatism needed in glasses or toric

contact lens correction. LRI can also be done as an enhance-
D 1 ichael J. Flohr, M.D., of Advanced Eyecare Profes ment during cataract surgery as well.

sionals in Lowell, attended the American Socncty of

The latest in glaucoma diagnostic equipment is also

Cataract and Refractive Surgery (ASCRS) symposium in  gyailable through Flohr’s acquisition of the GDX Access, a
June. | : . - {25 retinal nerve fiber layer analyser that can detect early optic
ASCRS is an international and scientific organization of perve damage due to glaucoma, primarily advantageous for

ophthalmologists specializing in cataract and refractive sur-

©

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

OF LOWELL
11610 E. Fuilton St.

Bruce Langlois, D.VM.
'FAMILY PET PRACTICE

 Early Drop Off & House Calls
* 24 Hour Emergency Service
e Science Diet Pet Foods
* Boarding & Grooming
* Sick or Injured Animals {L"' L
Seen The SameDay “(

Call 897-8484

#M
oo i/IX @ REAL ESTATE NEWS:

QOutstanding R(Hllll\

FROM PETER SMITH
REALTOR ASSOCIATE
REMAX SUNQUEST

6255 28th STREET GRAND RAPIDS

MOBILE NUMBER 460-6634
TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-800-800-3915, EXT. 27

Did you know that I am looking forward to helping and assisting you in your

Real Estate needs?

individuals not yet diagnosed or those with a family history of

By Thaddeus J. Kraus
Lowell Ledger Editor

The issue that would not
g0 away ... now appears to be
one public hearing away from
being resolved.

After many months of re-
view and study involving the
planning commission and citi-
zens advisory committee, a
zoning ordinance amendment
regarding RV storage will go
before the city council for a
vote on July 15 following a
public hearing.

The ordinance amend-
ment was considered for rec-
ommendation by the planning

I am a full-time Professional Realtor who gives each of my clients 100% support.

I look forward to helping you purchase your home or property to build your
dream home on. My commitment of time and effort will help you to reach your

goals and objectives-this is a promise!

Did you know that interest rates are still a great opportunity at this time for most
buyers? A 15-year fixed interest rate mortgage is 6.25% A.P.R. and a 30-year
fixed interest rate mortgage is 6.875% A.P.R. Please note that rates are subject to

change at anytime.

Did you know that low interest rates mean that a home buyer may qualify for a
greater mortgage amount or a current homeowner may be able to move up in

value while still keeping a similar mortgage payment?

is!

some dynamite mortgage programs to better help you out!

the job is completed to your full satisfaction.

Sincerely, Peter Smith

Did you know that the interest you pay on a mortgage is tax deductible? Yes, it

Did you know that there arezero down mortgages for first time buyers? The
lending institutions are in a very competitive business and the lenders are creating

For more information, please call me with no obligation at 616460-6634. My
goal is to keep my clients informed, up to date, and to never stop working until

RE/MAX SunQuest

6255 - 28th St. S.E.

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546

Office: (616) 949-6980, (800) 800-3915
Mobile: (616) 460-6634

Residence: (616) 897-7723

Peter Smith
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

(ERem  Each Office Independently Owned And Operated
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glaucoma. The American
Medical Association recom-
mends anyone over the age of
40 be checked for glaucoma
every two years, and if over
the age of 60, checked annu-
ally. Glaucoma is the leading
cause of preventable blindness.
Medicare benefits are now ap-
proved for glaucoma screen-
ings forindividuals with afam-
ily history of glaucoma, Afri-

commission following a pub-
lic hearing on Monday, June
24. The commission then
unanimously recommended
its approval.

The proposed ordinance
will allow recreational ve-
hicles to be stored or parked in
residential districts provided
the following regulations are
met: -

1. Recreational vehicles
are to be stored or parked to
the rear of the front building
line of the primary structure.

2. Recreational vehicles
are to be stored or parked in a
driveway not less than 10 feet

GARAGE
SALE PAGE

Michael J. Flohr, M.D.

can Americans over the age of 50 who are eligible for
Medicare or anyone with diabetes.

Advanced Eyecare Professionals are located at 1335 W.
Main, Lowell, across from McDonald’s.

¢ Public hearig should put to bed RV storage isse

from the front lot line.

3. Recreational vehicles
are to be used for temporary
occupancy forone period not
to exceed nine consecutive
days during any six consecu-
tive calendar months as long
as they are otherwise in com-
pliance with the ordinance.

If passed by the council,
it will end months of contro-
versy over the recreational
vehicle ordinance, which
currently does not allow such
vehicles to be parked in a
person’s driveway.

FOURTH OF JULY GARAGE

1201 Sibley (behind Calvary
Church). Reasonable prices,
toys, K'nex, Legos, robots,
books, clothes, knick knacks,
wall decor, dishes, everything
else | could find. All must go!
Sale continues on July 5 at
reduced prices.
8am.-5p.m.

SALE

1237 LAURIE GAIL
(off Valley Vista) July 4,5 & 6,
9 a.m. - 7 A-Bit-Different-
Sale- featuring toys for the
Grown But Young @ Heart
Kids (Collectors toys most
N.1.B.) Toys for the little ones
too. Books, movies, much
more for house & yard. Great
Stuff-Great Prices. All must

go!

i 3

GARAGE SALE
At Pebble Beach Apartments,
July 4,5 & 6, Thur., 9-3,

Fri., 9-5 & Sat. 9-3.
Clothes & furniture.

GRATTAN GARAGE SALE
Hammond organ, lots of
goodies, 6124 Lincoln Lake
Ave. Thurs. & Fri.,

July 11 & 12, 8-5 pm.

PRICES FOR
THIS PAGE!
15 words - $7
+25¢ each
additional word.
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» EXTRA
EXTRA!

DON'T MISS

YOUR LOCAL NEWS!!!

LHS Sports * Weddings °
Engagements ¢ Births * News of
Local High School & College
Students & Those In The Armed
Forces * Honor Roll * Church
News ¢ Several Weekly Columns

And Much, Much More!

7

")

The Lowell

Ledger

Serving Lowell Area Readers Since 1893

SUBSCRIBE

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

In County.....$12%
In County $23%

1 year
2 year

Outside Kent County
Outside Kent County

Seniors deduct $1 per year from the above rates

$17%...1 Year
$33%...2 Year

Just Send Your Check to:
The Lowell Ledger
P.O. Box 128 « Lowell, MI 49331

Or stop by our office at:

105 N. Broadway

N

Noticesin The Ledger's “Com-
ing Events” are free of charge
to any nonprofit organization
in the Lowell, Ada, Alto, and
Saranac areas. We prefer
such notices to be kept brief
and to be submitted by mail,
but will accept notices by
phone at 897-9261.

EVERY MONTH: The Flat
River Snowmobile Club
meets at the clubhouse
(11841 Potters Rd.) east
of Montcalm Ave. For
dates and times call 897-
5015.Guests are welcome.

1ST SUN. OF EACH
MON.: Family Council of
Laurels of Kent volunteer
group meets at 3 p.m. to
discuss enhancing the
lives of residents & staff,
promoting more pleasant
livingand working environ-
ment. Public invited.

EVERY OTHER SUN:
Single adults, ages 25-50
years, meet 4 - 5:30 p.m.
at First United Methodist
Church of Lowell. Social
time/ It. Bible study. Call
Mark 897-8642 or Tammy
897-0872.

EVERY MON.: Lowell
High School Fellowship of
Christian Athletes and
Friends - meets from 7-
8:30 p.m. in members’
homes. See poster in high
school cafeteria or call
676-1355 for detalils.

SECONDMON. OF EACH
MONTH: Needlecraft Day
atGrattan Twp. Hall, 12050
Old Belding Rd., 1 p.m.
following senior meal.
Come knit & crochet or
learn the craft. Call Lana
at 691-8450 for info.

SECONDMON. OF EACH
MONTH: Fallasburg His-
torical Society holds
monthly board meeting at
Chamber office at 7 p.m.
Public invited.

SECONDMON.OFEACH
MONTH: The Lowell
Board of Education meets
at 7:00 p.m. in the Admin-
istration Building, former
Runciman Elementary,
300 High Street.

SECOND MON.OF EACH
MONTH: The Bowne
Township Historical Soci-
ety holds its regular
meetings at the Historical
Museum at 84th and Alden
Nash, 7:30 p.m.

SECOND MON. OF THE
MONTH: Lowell Showboat
Garden Club meets at 7
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
of the Nazarene Church.
Info. call Dave : 897-2533.

MON. OR TUES.: Cub
Scouts for boys in 1st - 5th
grades, Alto or Lowell. Call
Terry Amidon at897-8751.

FOURTH MONDAY OF
EACH MONTH: American
Legion Clark-Ellis Post 152
at Lowell V.F.W. Hall, 307
E. Main St. at 8 p.m.

EVERY1STMON.:V.F.W.
Post #8303 (men only)
meets at V.F.W.
Clubroom, 307 E. Main St.,
Lowell, 7:00 p.m.

EVERY MON.: Boy Scout
Troop 102, for boys 11 &
up or completing the 5th-
grade, meets 7-8:30 p.m.
during schoolyearin Scout
Cabin on N. Washington
St. Enjoy hiking/camping.
Call Terry Cavanaugh, 868-
6481.

TUES.: Take Off Pounds
Sensibly Tops MI#372
meets at Key Heights Mo-
bile Home Park Community
Building. Weigh-ins at5:45
p.m.

EVERY TUES.: Saranac
Community and Area Mu-
sic Makers at Saranac High
School. Choir: 6:30 - 7:30
p.m.;Band: 7:30-8:15p.m.
Call Kathy at 642-6316/
897-5981 for info.

TUES: Walking-exercise
program at 9 a.m. in
Grattan Twp. Hall, 12050
OldBelding Rd. Nocharge.
CallLana691-8450forinfo.

TUES.: Flat River
Woodcarvers meet at
LAAC 6:30- 8:30 p.m. New
members welcome.

TUES., WED, THURS.:
lonia County Literacy
Council, free help with
learning English: 6:30 -
8:30 p.m. at SS Peter &
Paul Catholic School, High
St., lonia. Call 527-2345 or
897-7020.

1ST TUES.: Adults with
AD/HD atCalvin College,7-
9p.m.Nocost. Allwelcome.
Forinfo. call Gary Engle at
897-6325 or 248-2423.

1ST TUES.: WINGS Par-
ent Group meetings 7:30
to9p.m., in Board Room at
300 High St. Business
meetings/odd months; pro-
gram meetings/even
months. Open to all.

EVERY SECOND &
FOURTH TUES.: Knights
of Columbus #7719 meets
St. Mary School, 7:30 p.m.

EVERY SECOND TUES.:
Lowell Masonic Lodge
regular meeting, 7:30 p.m.
atthe Masonic Center, 119
Lincoln Lake, Lowell. All
Masons are welcome.

EVERY 1ST&3RDTUES.:
Lowell Lions Club meets at
6:30 p.m. at Look Memo-
rial Fire Station, S. Hudson.

EVERY 3RD TUES.: Par-
ents of children w/AD/HD
Issues Group meeting at
St. Luke's Lutheran
Church, 32156 4 Mile NE
(& E. Beltline) at 7 p.m.
Call Linda 874-5662; teen
group call Sarah281-6588.

EVERY 1ST TUES: Adults
with AD/HD Issues Group
meeting at Calvin College
Rm. 206 of the Commons
bldg. For information call
Connie 942-6887.

EVERY OTHER WED.:
6:45-8:45 p.m. G.E.M.S.
Girls Club - Calvary Chris-
tian Reformed Church.
Girlsages 8-13. 897-8694.

EVERY WED.: Pioneer
Clubs 6:30-8 p.m. Ever-
green Missionary Church,
10501 Settlewood Dr. Chil-
dren ages 4 thru 7th grade.
Call 897-5894 for details.

WED.: 8 p.m. ALANON
meets at Lowell Congre-
gational Churchbasement.

EVERY WED.: Rotary
meets at noon at Lowell
Masonic Temple.

EVERY WED.: The “Pep-
pers” (senioradults) meets
at Franciscan Life Process
Center from 1-3:30 p.m.
$10 per week. Transporta-
tion available. Call Pat at
897-7842.

EVERY SECOND WED.:
Kent County Youth Fair
Board meets at 7:30 p.m.
at King Memorial Youth
Center at the Fairgrounds.
Call 897-6050.

EVERY SECOND WED.:
Grand Rapids Machine
Knitters Club meets at
Kentwood Library, 4799
Kalamazoo Ave. - 1 p.m.
Sara Coates 365-1247 or
Bette Frieswyk 949-8655.

EVERY SECOND WED.:
G.F.W.C. Lowell Women's
Club meets atnoonin com-
munity room at Schneider
Manor, 725 Bowes Rd.

EVERY FOURTH WED.:
Elderly volunteers needed
for Intergenerational pro-
gram with school-age
children from Lowell in
activities.Times: 9:45 to
10:45a.m. or 12:451t0 1:45
p.m. Call Sister Colleen
Ann Nagle, F.S.E. at the
Franciscan Child Develop-
ment Center, 897-7842.

EVERY FOURTH WED.:
Support group for Periph-
eral neuropathy meets at 4
p.m. at St. Paul’'s Anglican
Church, 2560 Lake Michi-
gan Dr.Grand Rapids.
897-9794.

EVERY THURS.: Take Off
Pounds Sensibly Tops Mi

No. 333, meetsat Saranac
Library.Weigh-in 6:45 p.m.

THURS.: Weight Watch-
ers at Lowell Nazarene
Church, 201 N. Washing-
ton, 5:30 & 7 p.m.
Registration begins 1/2
hour before meetings. New
members invited 1-800-
651-6000.

EVERY THURS. - St
Mary's Pregnancy Crisis
Center, 402 Amity St., non-
denominational help for
pregnant women and ado-
lescents at the school: 11
am. - 3 p.m.; Mondays:
5:30 - 8 p.m. 897-9393.

FIRST THURS.: 4-H
drama club meetings at
Lowell Middle School choir
room. 897-1502 after 5p.m.

FIRST AND THIRD
THURS.: The Alto Lions
Club meets at Bowne Cen-
ter Fellowship Hall, corner
of 84th & M-50 (Alden
Nash) at 7 p.m.

EVERY 2ND THURS.:
N.A.R.F.E.meets 1:30 p.m.
at Trinity Lutheran Church,
2700 E. Fulton.

EVERY 2ND THURS.:
VFW #8303 Ladies Auxil-
lary meets at 3 p.m. at
VFW Clubroom, 307 E.
Main. No Bingo.

EVERY THIRD THURS.:
Parents Supporting Par-
ents-support group at
Franciscan Life Process
Center offers topics/ dis-
cussion for parents of
childrenallages. 897-7842.

EVERY THIRD THURS.:
Royal Arch Masons regu-
lar meeting at 7:30 p.m. at
the Lowell Masonic Cen-
ter, 119 Lincoln Lake,
Lowell. Dinner at 6:30 p.m.

EVERY THIRD THURS.:
LaLeche League of Ada,
Cascade & Lowell 6:30 p.m.
for socializing; meeting 7
p.m. Mother to mother sup-
port for pregnant &
breastfeeding women.
Nursing children welcome.
Ada church.Call 752-8300.

THIRD FRI.: All players &
listeners: Join Nick & Patti
at The New Riverview, M-
21 E. of Lowell, for a “Folk
Music” session, 7:30 p.m.
- 7 Call 897-0099 Nick or
897-9948 Lyle.

FRI: Walking-exercise pro-
gram 9 a.m. in Grattan
Twp. Hall, 12050 Old
Belding Rd. No charge.
CallLana691-8450 for info.

SECOND SAT. OF EV-
ERY MONTH:Ada
Historical Society meets 1
p.m.at Averill Historical Mu-
seumof Ada 7144 Headley.

SECOND THURS. OF
EACH MONTH: Geneal-
ogy - Alto Family Tree Club
at Alto Library 6:30 - 8
p.m.

SECOND SAT.: Lowell
Amateur Radio Club @
Lowell High School 9 a.m.
social gathering; 10 a.m.
meeting. LARC sponsors
the 145.27 MHz arearadio
repeater system.

EVERY FRI. & SAT.:
Averill Historical Museum
of Ada,7144 Headley open
110 4 p.m. Other times by
appt. Call 676-9346.

LOWELLAREAHISTORI-
CAL MUSEUM HOURS: -
Tues., Sat. & Sun.: 1-4
p.m.; Thurs., 1-8 p.m.
Families: $10; individuals
$3;ages5-17 $1.50; mem-
bers free.

FLAT RIVER OUT-
REACH MINISTRIES
THRIFT SHOP HOURS:
Wed., Thurs. & Fri.;12-6
p.m.; Sat.: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
897-2037. Gift certificates
now available.

ENGLEHARDTLIBRARY
HOURS: Mon.- Wed.,12 -
8 p.m.; Thurs. & Fri.: 9:30

a.m.-5p.m.;Sat.:9:30a.m.
- 2:30 p.m. Call 647-3920.

WOMEN OF THE
MOOSE: Business meet-
ing held third Monday at
7:30 p.m.

LOWELL AREA ARTS
COUNCIL: Open Tues.,
Wed. & Fri.: noon-5p.m.;
Thurs.: noon -7 p.m.; Sat.,
1-4 p.m. 149 S. Hudson.

MON. JULY 8, 15, 22: A
pleind’air watercolor paint-
ing workshop at Ball's
Softee Creme, 8:30-11:30
a.m. $12 per session. Call
897-8545 to register.

MON.: 8:30 a.m. Walk

Blood Pressure; 12:45
p.m. Shop Family Fare.

THURS., JULY 4: Cen-
ter closed; meetat4:30to
ride bus in parade.

FRI.,JULY 5: 12:45Shop
atTargetand Sam's Club.

TUES.,JULY 9:7:45a.m.
Rockford McDonald’s,
Breakfast and Music.
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WED., JULY 10: Garden-
ing w/Steve LaWarre from
Frederik Meijer Gardens
at 7 p.m. at Lowell Area
Arts Council. 897-8545 for

THURS,,

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

LOWELL SENIOR NEIGHBORS CALENDAR
897-5949

at Woodland Mall. ghoff the Malls; 9:30
TUBS: 8150 8, i Wallke v Fpems Buctie.
at Woodland Mall. FRI.: 8:30 a.m. Walk at
Woodland Mall.
SPECIAL EVENTS
WED.,JULY 3:9:30a.m. WED., JULY 10: 8 a.m.

P e e SRS SRR Sl e BERE

NAN N AR AN R NN NN

registration information.

JULY 11:
Vergennes Cooperative
picnic at Fallasburg
Schoolhouse, 1 p.m.Bring
table service, dishto pass,
lawn chair. Beverages fur-
nished. Quilt program.

FRI., JULY 12: Saranac
Community & Area Music
Makers 7 p.m. Saranac
High School. Veterans
free; adults $5; Seniors/
students $3;under 5 free.

JULY 12 & 13: Volunteer
to help build a play set for
children at Colby Park in
Alto. Call 647-3825 Sandy.

FRI., JULY 12: Chamber
member & guest 18-hole
golfscramble at Deer Run
Golf Course.Call 897-
9161 or 897-8481 for info.

SAT., JULY 13: 8th an-
nual Fallasburg Covered
Bridge bike tour. Call Kerry
at 897-7161 for info.

WED., JULY 17: Cham-
ber of Commerce
“Networking” workshop,
Admin. Bldg., 300 High St.
w/Laurie Freshour.Info./
registration form, call897-
9161 by July 5.

SAT., JULY 20:
Foodmobile at 4-H Fair-
grounds from 10 - noon.
Foranyone; distributed by
Flat River Outreach Min-
istries, Inc.

FRI. & SAT., JULY 26 &
27: 5th annual Street Mar-
ket Days, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Call Linda at 897-1140 for
an application or more in-
formation.

THURS.: 9 a.m. Walk/

Co-ed Breakfast; 10 a.m.
Nails by Sharon; 12:45
p.m. Shop Family Fare. -

THURS.,JULY 11: Noon,
Dance at West Side Com-
plex.

FRI.,JULY 12:12:45p.m.
Gerald R. Ford Museum,
“Miniature Mt. Vernon.”




PROCEEDINGS
OF
CITY COUNCIL
OF THE
CITY OF LOWELL

For the Regular Meeting of MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2002.

The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor
Shores and the City Clerk called Roll.

Present: Councilmembers Blough, Brubaker, Myers,
Pfaller and Mayor Shores.

Absent: None.

Also Present:  City Manager David Pasquale, Deputy
City Clerk Susan Ullery, Public Works Director Dan
DesJarden, Police Chief Jim Valentine, Planning Com-
missioners Alan Mathews and John VanderWilp, Plan-
ning Commission Chairman Jim Hall and Police Officer
James Hinton.

IT WAS MOVED BY PFALLER and seconded by
BLOUGH that the minutes of the June 3, 2002 regular
meeting be approved as corrected.

YEA: 5.

NAY: 0.

ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.

IT WASMOVEDBY PFALLER andseconded by MYERS
that the bills and accounts payable be allowed and the
warrants issued.

YEA: 5.

NAY: 0.

ABSENT: 0.
MOTION CARRIED.

BILLS AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE (06/17/02)
GENERAL FUND ..ol nmmssins $269,077.59
MAJOR STREET FUND .......coooeevveeeeennen. 10,480.44
LOCAL STREET FUND ........ccoenvivinnnen 170,842.64

DA NI = e o s T vs s e T 8,394.26
CITY HALL CONSTRUCTION FUND....... 48,562.59
BUILDING AND SITE FUND ........cccoovvveeeenens 175.00
WASTEWATER FUND ......ccocovvvivrnrieiinnnn. 8,650.40
WATER FUND ....oovvvieiiiiieeeeeecirveaeveeenis 13,016.17
EQUIPMENT FUND ... icviuessvsonsassrisossssss 3,280.31
CURRENT TAX FUND S cvssodsasniosnsissnssnis 281.25

ltem #1. PRESENTATION BY BILL HARDIMAN, CAN-
DIDATE FOR OFFICE OF STATE SENATOR, 29TH
DISTRICT. Candidate Bill Hardiman was present to
announce his candidacy for the State Senate, 29th
District. Thisincludes City of Lowell, Lowell, Vergennes,
Cascade and Grand Rapids townships as well as the City
of Kentwood. He is running for the State Senate because
he loves the community. Hardiman grew up in West
Michigan, went to school here and has served in local
governmentforalmost21 years. He began by volunteer-
ing for boards and commissions. For the last 10 years,
Hardiman has served as Mayor of the City of Kentwood.
Prior, Hardiman served on the City Commission.

Hardiman believes education, health care and control-
ling the budget and rising economy are very important.

Mayor Shores thanked Hardiman for his presentation.

item #2. PRESENTATION OF THE STATE OF THE
CITY ADDRESS.

STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS
MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2002

To: Mayor Shores, members of the Lowell City Coun-
cil and citizens of Lowell

As provided in previous years, the State of the City
Address gives the community another opportunity to
view our sense of direction. Whathas taken place? What
are our strengths and weaknesses? Where are the
challenges and opportunities? Ultimately, where is the
vision and how do we respond?

- Lowell has recently lost 337 jobs through the closure of
Newell Manufacturing and reduction of a product line
involving Attwood Corporation.The loss is painful for
those affected families as well as the community in
~ general. The City will feel the loss of tax revenue which
could amount to over $100,000 in a year.

But, the City has continued to grow. Over the last five
years, 468 building permits were issued totalling over
21.5 million dollars in value. Lowell Area Schools’ enroll-

ment has increased to 3,826 students in total with 1,163
in the high school counted as of last February. In re-
sponse, a high school addition is under construction
while plans include new elementary schools.

The City faces a situation where there must be competi-
tiveness making Lowell attractive for business growth
both in commerce and in industry. There are continuing
demands to upgrade the City's infrastructure, particularly
its streets and utilities.

As mentioned previously, the City has been responsive
to community needs. This is evident by the soon-to-be
initiated City Hall renovation and Police Station construc-
tion project costing over 4.5 million dollars. Also, two
local streets (Valley Vista Drive and North Division Street)
are currently under reconstruction in response to a
previously approved Streets Master Plan.

Obviously, the City can not be passive, but to be proac-
tive to the issues mentioned. What is our response?

The following goals are provided:

« Continue to support the efforts of the Downtown Devel-
opment Authority and the Downtown Historic District
Commission as key economic development tools. The
DDA is purchasing Mid Michigan Railroad property on
Kent Street so that a parking lot may be built. This would
be leased to Superior Furniture Company upon their
decision to expand.

The Downtown Historic District Commission has, through
grants received from the Lowell Area Community Fund,
provided assistance on a matching basis for 26 building
renovation projects totalling over $76,000.

Efforts such as these need to be encouraged and sus-
tained.

« Continue to recognize the Lowell Area Chamber pf
Commerce as an important part of the City’s economic
development strategy.

* Be in communication with such organizations such as

‘the Michigan Economic Development Corporation, which

can partner with growth initiatives of businesses.

* Promote a concerted effort to continue to upgrade City
streets. Investigate financing alternatives for roadway
improvements.

Also, consideration of sidewalks needs to be addressed
to provide an equitable approach for constructing these
improvements.

» Continue to recognize the Lowell Area Historical Mu-
seum, the Lowell Area Arts Council and the YMCA as
important resources to the City’s quality of life.

» Cooperate with the Lowell Area Schools regarding
rehabilitation of the Amphitheater. Work has already
been initiated on this. Along with the Arts Council and
Chamber, the desire is to have this facility a riverfront
asset.

* Support the Airport Board's efforts to attain General
Utility status for the Lowell City Airport, thereby qualifying
for State assistance.

* Continue to cooperate with the Lowell Area Schools
along with Lowell and Vergennes Townships on recre-
ational matters. As part of this cooperative venture, a
community walking trails study has been initiated. In
coordination, a riverfront parks master plan has been
funded through a Lowell Area Community Fund grant.

* Plan for improvements to the Wastewater Treatment
and Water Treatment Plants.

As mentioned in previous years, while projects have
been provided in our goals, the City places prime respon-
sibility for service to the citizens of Lowell.

Respectfully submitted,
David M. Pasquale
City Manager

item #3. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS.

' As noted at the
Corporation proposed the development of nine residen-

stmeeting. Sundry

tial lots built on a private road off of Grindle Drive
involving the Phillips property. The deve_lopment would
be on parcels zoned Suburban Residential (SR) requir-
ing 35,000 square feet of lot area. There has been no
intention to alter this.

The following waivers regarding private road construc-
tion were reviewed by the Planning Commission at its
June 10, 2002 meeting.

« request waiver of public water main and sanitary sewer
(referto Section 4.20 Private Streets E.5). County Health
Department would approve any well and septic propos-
als. The Commission unanimously recommended to

grant the waiver.

City Manager Pasquale understood the intent was dueto
the size of the lots being in the SR district. The de\(elop
ers requested a waiver be placed on the installation of
water and sewer to these homes. There are also con-
cerns of whether the property would perk and with wells.
It had been understood permits would have to be ob-
tained through the County Health Department.

There was a question of how far away the water and
sanitary sewer mains were. Public Works Director Dan
DesJarden found the water main to be approximately
125 feet from the south property line. The nearest
sanitary sewer manhole is located at High and James
Streets, approximately 1230 feet from the property.

Aaron Catlin, of Fleis and Vandenbrink Engineering,
commented on the water and sewer issues. He noted it
was just not the size of the lots, but the long flag lot. The
cluster of homes has been set back approximately 800-
900 feet.

Al Mathews of 822 Grindle Drive had a concern with the
water level. However, he could waiver on this.

Ken Goff of 800 Grindle Drive had a concern with the
road. He questioned if the road would be a continuation
for the rest of the development or just the nine homes. He
was also concerned about additional traffic on Grindle.
Catlin responded the road is currently being proposed
with no outlet.

Councilmember Pfaller was concerned about the water
main being within 125 feet and not extended. He was
reluctant to waive the water main extension. However,
he was willing to place a waiver on the sanitary sewer
line, due to the length needed. The shape of the lot was
not the City's problem and running the line back to eight
proposed homes at the rear of the lot is the responsibility
of the developers.

Councilmember Blough had a similar concern. He be-
lieved the variances were linked together. When extend-
ing the length of an allowable road as designed in this
case, the 1180 feet is examined with no hydrants or fire
service, if the water line is not extended. Ultimately, the
homeowners will pay a premium for this in their insur-
ance.

Blough stated expansion of the water and sewer treat-
ment plants was discussed in the State of the City
Address. The City should try and serve all City residents
with utilities, including lights. He noted the water line is
within 125 feet.

Blough believed there would be an additional develop-
ment to the south and was concerned about not extend-
ing the sewer system.

Mayor Shores agreed, stating the City offers water and
sewer and it should be used. The water main is very
close. She noted the problem the Eastgate Subdivision
had with contaminated water.

Councilmember Brubaker was surprised the water was
so close. He could be persuaded to not waive the
requirement for the water hookup. Brubaker normally
wants sanitary sewer installed as it is better for the
environment. However, it is a long way from the pro-
posed development and would be extremely expensive
toextendaline. Brubaker believed the developmentwas
discrete and could stand on its own. He would be willing
to waive the sewer, not water.

Councilmember Myers asked Planning Commission
Chairman Hall for insight as to why this particular item
should be waived. Hall believed the Commissioners
reviewed the overall distances. Also, the surrounding
homes are served by their own private systems.
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Catlin noted if approved, this would be a private road,
which is a benefit to the individuals living on the road. The
road, being private, would not be looped or connected
without approval from the property owners in the future.

* request waiver of maximum dead end road length from
800 to approximately 1140 lineal feet (f.2.b). The Com-
mission voted 7 to 1 recommending to grant the waiver.

Catlin referred to the shape of the lot. To receive access,
the normal cul-de-sac has to be extended. He believed

the flag lot was a pre-existing condition and limits what
can be done with the property.

Pfaller referred to the drawing which shows a possible
stub road. The two lots on either side of proposed stub
road are listed at 35,000 square feet, which is the
minimum under SR. Catlin responded this is illustrated

as an out lot, therefore it does not factor into the 35,000
square feet.

Blough believed the length of the road was a safety issue.
If it is linked together with extension of utilities, he could
probably determine some rationale for the extension.
Blough stated Kent County has strict limitations and
review upon extension of roads such as this.

Blough noted it was no fault of the Council's this is an
abnormal piece or configuration of this particular ground

being developed. He believed it is simply an issue of
economics.

Blough could not find a valid argument for not installing
water and sewer as well as extending lighting. Shores
added the water and sewer system would last, while the
drain fields would not.

Catlin responded Blough was correct under flat circum-
stances where sewer and water are being extended from
a nearby location. However, in this particular develop-
ment, the sewer is 1000 feetaway from the property. The
cost of sewer doubles per lot, not to mention the 800 feet
it takes to extend to the first house. In addition, a lift
station would be necessary which costs approximately
$100,000.

Catlin referred to a comment made stating the City is not
responsible for the odd shape of the lot. He stated this is
exactly in the spirit of a variance request. It is a pre-
existing condition and no fault from property owner or
developer.

Blough stated continually, since 1983 when faced with
developers’ requests to elevate the initial cost of water
and sewer, the Council has asked the developers to
install the utilities and, in some cases, extend the water
and sewer mains.

Sundry Representative Kevin Rude stated this was their
original intention with trying to have the property re-
zoned. With public opinion, it was found there is a desire
to have the property remain SR. There is no water and
sewer in this SR district.

Blough stated the issue of not having water and sewer in
an area is always an argument from a developer. Thisis
how incorporated-zoned areas expand utilities. There is
a plan, which calls for certain standards throughout the
City. The City has Water Treatment and Wastewater
Treatment Plants. The amount an individual pays for
these services is based upon consumption and distribut-
ing the total capital costs to the total number of users in
the City. Why should City users have to pay the current
fee, when there would be additional City residents com-
ing into this new development? Why would the City not
expect the same services to be extended in this area?
Rude responded such services have never been offered
inthe SR district. Blough reminded Rude he withdrew the
R1 zoning request. Two months ago, there was some
discussion relative to resetting the size and redrawing
the perimeters as well as the definition of the SR district
sizing. Blough stated if variances are needed, why
wouldn’t Sundry expectthe City Council totable the issue
until the discussion in front of the Planning Commission
is resolved as to what the zoning should be? Rude
explained the intention is to apply for an appeal on the
Planning Commission’s ruling of the rezoning.

Blough stated this is the first development he has had in
front of him with six variance requests. Maybe Sundry
ought to return to the Planning Commission and review
the requirements on the particular zoning to avoid a
variance request.

Pfaller noted this would be rewriting the zoning rules.

CITY COUNCIL PROCEYDTNGS

The Zoning Ordinance was established for a purpose.

Rude stated Howard Acheson had previously approached
the Planning Commission to build a single family home
near the rear of the property and was denied. Acheson
had the understanding the Commission wanted to have
a development at this location.

Rude noted Sundry is trying to be consistent with what is
existing in the SR district.

Rude also noted the road being proposed is actually
wider than Grindle Drive.

Blough questioned why he would want to leave the cost
to his children to replace the width of this road. This is
currently being carried out with other roads in the City.

Sundry Representative Les Cole stated another reason
why the variance request was brought before the Council
had been stated in the description and purpose for the
SRdistrict. The districtis intended for residential uses in
lots, which are generally larger than those found in more
developed areas of the City. Also, the purpose of the
district is to foster an open space character of land and
the minimizing of public service costs such as sanitary
sewer and water main. Also, the limiting of urban influ-
ence, streetlights and the municipal utilities along with
preserving the natural features are considered. This alone,
in combination with the size of a 35,000 square foot lot,
tells him the City wishes for this area to be SR.

Blough explained he was the Chairman of the Planning
Commission during the time the ordinance was written
for the SR district. At no time did the Commissioners
consider eliminating utilities. The ordinance said “mini-
mizing” is based on a density, which spread those costs
across the total area.

Blough could not agree with the assessment of eliminat-
ing utility or the capital costs because itis zoned SR. Cole
responded he did not say eliminate, but minimize which
is the nature of their request.

Blough suggested Sundry provide safety to the residents
for the quality of their life. This includes the installation of
water which in turn will provide fire safety. Lighting would
provide a safe illuminated area for traffic flowing in and
outofthe area. Also, to provide a sanitary sewer system.
Cole responded it would be great to provide such ser-
vices. However, to have the ability to do this is dollars
beyond the ability of the development to finance.

Rude stated Sundry is not proposing to make the road
dark. Itis proposed to mandate thateach individual install
a streetlight in the front of each home near the street.
Rude believed a streetlight would create light pollution.

Shores believed there should be additional lighting other
than the light at the end of each driveway.

* allow a 24 foot (changed from 22 foot) wide bituminous
surface with valley gutter (City standard: 34-foot wide
bituminous surface with curb and gutter). The Commis-
sion vote 6 to 2 recommending to grant the waiver noting
this has been a standard for many private roads.

Traci Mullins of 901 Grindle Drive questioned the front-
age on the front of the Phillips’ property.She also ques-
tioned the distance between the Phillips property and
Ruth Smith’s home. Rude stated the survey indicates the
property runs through the center of the neighboring
home. At no cost to Smith, Sundry is proposing, based
on this layout and variance request, to deed the property
back to her. This is also why there is a jog in the road,
which saves four very large trees. Mullins questioned the
distance. Rude responded ten feet fromthe house to the
proposed easement line.

John VanderWilp of 1264 Fun Street stated he does not
own the property and should make the best of it. He did
not want a highway. There are many roads which are 24
feet wide. VanderWilp stated he would favor a narrower

right of way and would not want the sidewalk due to more
surface area being covered.

VanderWilp commented on the street lighting. This is a
private street and should be kept as nonintrusive as
possible.

Blough questioned the variance request. The only vari-
ance perimeter discussed is the width of the road, not the
cross section nor the construction standard. He asked
Public Works Director DesJarden to comment. DesJarden
stated Sundry is asking for the width of pavement without
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curb and gutter. After receiving further information,
DesJarden saw nothing wrong with having 24 feet of
asphalt. However, he believed there should be curb and
gutter for a total of 28 feet of asphalt.

DesJarden stated the Master Plan indicates all upgrades g

must include curb and gutter.

Blough asked if the streetlighting could be shielded.
DesJarden responded yes.

Rude stated Sundry may be willing to provide a streetlight
at the intersection location. However, because of light
pollution, the variance request remains.

Rude noted the four large trees would have to be re-
moved if the street is widened.

Rude also said the burden of curb and gutter would not
be placed on the City, but rather the homeowners,
particularly during the construction stage when there are
many heavy trucks. Valley gutters provide the same
purpose as curb and gutters. Rude believed valley
gutters would also hold better during heavy truck traffic.

Catlin understood the concerns of the City. Under a
public road scenario, he would support this. However,
this is a private road and it will remain private. If the road
is ever deeded over to the City, it would have to be
upgraded. This is a site condominium and essentially a
private driveway.

Catlin also noted when asphalt is repaved on a curb and
gutter road, it needs to be removed and milled out, while
overlays can be provided on streets with valley gutters.
From a maintenance perspective, valley gutters are an
excellent method.

* request waiver from sidewalks. The Commission pro-
vided no recommendation, because of the 4 to 4 tie vote.

Vernie Goff of 800 Grindle Drive stated this proposed
development sounds much better than the cluster hous-
ingdiscussed earlier. Goffalso referredto the sewerand
water concerns. She has City water, but does not have
sewer. Goff noted no one in the entire neighborhood hag
sewer.

Goff believed she would be penalized if a sewer line
extended past their house when they have already paid
for a septic system.

VanderWilp did not believe many children play on side-
walks, but rather in the streets. He also believed if street
lighting was installed, the snow would reflect much light
into the sky.

Pfaller stated he would be willing to waive sidewalks,
considering it is a private road.

Blough felt the Council needed to do some work relative
to the Sidewalk Master Plan and provide a program
stating if sidewalks are to be placed in specific locationse
Then as the property changes hands, a sidewalk should
be added. Considering a Master Plan is not in place,
Blough would be willing to defer the sidewalk on the
property. However, at the point when the Master Plan is
in place, the City should enforce it on this area.

* allow each homeowner a streetlight rather than the
developer installing

Blough noted there is a recommendation by City staff
lighting be installed.

* lot width variance for Lots 2, 3 and 7 (165 feet required.)

Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman Brubaker stated the
reason for the variance request is because of the con-
figuration of the property and how the properties front on
the road and fan out toward the back.

Cole explained the width requirements for pie lots are
considered differently than a normal lot.

Brubaker suggested the Council not act as the Zoning

Board of Appeals until a vote has been completed on the
waivers.

IT WAS MOVED BY PFALLER and seconded by
BRUBAKER to grant the waiver on the sanitary sewer.

However, require that a public water main be installed for

the Sundry development.
Brubaker stated he understood the argument of possibly
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wanting sewer there. However, he saw this as a distinct
development. The area is different from most of what is
in Lowell. These will be attractive homes and would be
well served by the private septic tanks.

Blough could not support the motion. The observation is
while motion is for in favor of water and against sewer,
Sundry is already incurring the majority of the cost to
install the water main. It only makes good fiscal sense to
install the additional utility along with it. Myers ques-
tioned the issue of extending the lines to the homes.
Blough believed this was an issue of negotiation between
the City and Sundry.

Myers felt the development was what SR is defined as
and agrees with the spirit of how the eight homes have
been laid out. He was also in agreement if there was
never the ability of moving north or south for another
development. If any possibility exists for a development
in either of these two directions, then a harder line on the
waivers should be taken.

Myers believed one of the waivers would not even have
to be considered if the road to the south was not part of
the picture. He did not believe we are considering just at
this road and these eight houses. Myers felt there would
be an access to the south and possibly to the north.

Myers wanted lighting.

He was not concerned with the road width, if it wasn't
being used by other vehicles serving another part of the

City.

Shores agreed and believed there was more to the
picture than just the eight homes.

YEA: 2. (Councilmembers Pfaller and Brubaker).

NAY: 3. (Councilmembers Blough, Myers and Mayor
Shores)

ABSENT: 0. ;

MOTION DENIED. Water and sewer service must be
part of the development.

Blough agreed with the length of the road as long as
water and hydrants were in place. He wanted to ensure
safety issues were served.

IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS and seconded by
BRUBAKER to support the waiver request of a maximum
dead end road length from 800 to approximately 1200
lineal feet.

YEA: 5.

NAY: 0.

ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.

IT WAS MOVED BY PFALLER and seconded by
BRUBAKER to grant the waiver to allow a 24 foot wide
bituminous surface with valley gutter built, with specifica-
tions as determined by City staff.

Blough had a problem with the motion. He believed either
the Master Plan should be changed at some point to
aadress a private road with different standards or run the
risk of “shooting from the hip” on every private develop-
ment. Blough urged the waiver to be defeated until the
Master Plan is reviewed.

Brubaker supported the motion because most private
roads do not require curb and gutter. He believed it was
better to consider this issue on a case by case basis. In
this situation, there are only eight homes, which are set
back.

YEA: 4. (Councilmember Brubaker, Myers, Pfaller and
Mayor Shores)

NAY:1. (Councilmember Blough)

ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.

IT WAS MOVED BY BRUBAKER and seconded by
MYERS to waive the requirement for sidewalks in the
development based on reasons discussed previously.

Blough stated he would support this based on it does not
exist in the Master Plan.

YEA: 5.

NAY: 0.

ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.

ITWASMOVED BY PFALLERandseconded by MYERS
to deny the request to waive street lighting.

YEA: 5.

NAY: 0.

ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.
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Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman Brubaker stated the
application concerns the lot width variance for Lots 2, 3
and 7 because of the flag lot configuration.

Mullins questioned the actual footage. Cole stated Unit
2 proposes 110 feet of width.

Mathews stated he voted against this waiver at the
Planning Commission. He did not want an access road.

VanderWilp did not view any significant issues of grant-
ing the variance. There are many other properties in the
neighborhood, which have been downsized to allow
access for another road. He did not believe this was
unusual.

DesJarden wanted the Council to ask themselves, “Did
the developer or applicant develop the problem?”

Mark Osborn of 743 Grindle stated the property is zoned
SR and should be developed SR with the 165 foot right
of way. Rules should be followed.

Brubaker read an e-mail from Jayne Mathews of 822
Grindle Drive as follows:

Dear Council,

Because of my absence tonight, | am submitting this
letter to the Zoning Board of Appeals & City Council
concerning the variances requested by Sundry Develop-
ment Corp.

My one main concern is the possibility of a connecting
road to the south parcel of this development, as shown
in submitted plans to the Council.

This possibility cannot even be entertained by the Coun-
cil for the following reasons:

1. Because of the location of the proposed private drive
just north of the infamous “Grindle Curve,” a connecting
road would allow future houses developed in the south
parcel (Leeman property) to use this private drive and
add too much traffic and pose a greater safety threat onto
the Grindle curve.

2. By eliminating the possibility of the 66' private right of
way (or connecting road), Lots #2 & 3 could be widened
and therefore not need a variance of more than 15' each.
(Add the 66' to the total of the two lot frontages and divide
in half = 150' frontage for each lot.)

You as the Zoning Board of Appeals can NOT allow the
lot width variance asked of Sundry for Lots 2 & 3,
therefore forcing them to eliminate the 66' R.O.W. and
the possibility of a connecting road.

Thank you for your attention in this matter,
Jayne Mathews

Blough believed this issue could be eliminated from a
variance condition. A few Commissioners have dis-
cussed resetting the lineal frontage requirement for SR.
With the elimination of the possible stub road, making an
easement and giving 66 additional feet, then with a small
adjustment on the lineal frontage of the SR area, the
requirement for variances could be eliminated. There
would be an easement through there, as opposed to
road.

Brubaker agreed with an easement rather than a road.

Shores stated she would be more comfortable if this was
just an easement and not a stub road.

IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS and seconded by SHORES
to accept a variance on the width of Lot 3 to 126 feet.

Blough noted he would not be in favor of supporting the
motion due to it being out of the plan.

YEA: 4.

NAY: 1. (Councilmember Blough)
ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.

IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS and seconded by SHORES
to grant the lot width variances conditioned upon the 66
foot private road easement being redesignated as an
easement for utilities being reduced to 30 feet with the
remaining 30 being split between Lots 2 & 3.

Blough noted he would not be in favor of supporting the
motion due to not complying with the Zoning Ordinance.
YEA: 4.

NAY: 1. (Councilmember Blough)
ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.

No further action was taken.

- r -
forcon ingan h rage - lic hearin
(7/1). Edward Oracz wished to build an attached garage
to his residence located at 1580 Faith Drive. The garage
is proposed to be 3 feet from the side lot line, where 6 feet
is required.

IT WAS MOVED BY SHORES and seconded by MYERS
to set a public hearing for July 1, 2002.

YEA: 5.

NAY: 0.

ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.

Pfaller requested a site plan drawing for the hearing.
Item #4. TEMPORARY STREET CLOSURES

f

North Street - r ne 22 from 3:30 p.m. t0 9:
p.m. For their wedding ceremony and reception at 432
Lafayette, Tom Alexander and Jodi Bishop have re-
quested a temporary closure of Lafayette Street from
homes located at 424 and 425 Lafayette (one lot north of
King Street) to North Street on Saturday, June 22 from
3:30 to 9:00 p.m.

Police Chief Valentine stated this portion of Lafayette is
not heavily traveled and did not believe this would disrupt
any of the neighborhood.

IT WAS MOVED BY PFALLER and seconded by
BLOUGH to authorize the closing of Lafayette Street
from one lot north of King Street to North Street on
Saturday, June 22 from 3:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

YEA: 5.

NAY: 0.

ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.

Saturday, July 20 from 10:00 a.m. to 12 midnight. Jeff
Altoff has requested a temporary closure of Chatham
between Smith and Amity on Saturday, July 20 from 10

a.m. to 12 midnight for a wedding reception.

IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS and seconded by
BRUBAKER to allow Chatham Street to be closed from
10 a.m. to midnight on July 20, 2002 with the sound
ordinance being observed after 9:00 p.m.

YEA: 5.

NAY: 0.

ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.

item #5. RESOLUTION APPROVING USE OF
SHEPARD DRIVE COMMUNICATION TOWERBY WIF
NET, INC. WIF Net, Inc. had requested the use of the
communication tower located near the reservoir off of
Shepard Drive. The tower was constructed in 1993 by
RAM/BSE Paging Company. The ten year agreement
has been assumed by Pinnacle Towers, Inc. In 2003, this
tower will be owned by the City. Anyone other than
Pinnacle requires Council approval.

City Attorney Richard Wendt has reviewed the agree-
ment. The resolution prepared states the rent the WIF
Net pays will be split on a 50/50 basis with Pinnacle.
Currently, the monthly rate is $525 of which the City will
receive $262.50. Also, a 5% increase for the rent is
calculated each year.

The resolution is concurrent with the present site lease.
Upon when the City takes possession, the City may
renegotiate a new lease with WIF Net.

WIF Net's use of the tower will not interfere with the
Police Department’'s communication use.

WIF Net is to provide evidence that their insurance
names the City as an additional insured.

IT WAS MOVED BY BRUBAKER and seconded by
MYERS to approve the resolution agreement with WIF
Net for the usage of the Shepard Drive communication

tower with Pinnacle Towers, Inc. as proposed.
YEA: 5. '

NAY: 0.
ABSENT: 0.
MOTION CARRIED.
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Lowell, Traverse City, Petoskey, Charlevoix, Harbor Springs break ground on power plant

In conjunction with the Michigan Public Power Agency
(MPPA), Traverse City Light and Power, Lowell Light and
Power, Harbor Springs Municipal Utility and the cities of
Petoskey and Charlevoix have broken ground on a $34.6
million natural gas-fired combustion turbine power plant in
Kalkaska County.

The combustion turbine power plant is being builtona 10-
acre site that MPPA owns within the Shell Western E&P
facility off Thomas and Prough roads in Kalkaska County.
Light & Power executive director, Jeff Feldt expects the new
plant will be completed and operational by the end of 2002.

A dedication ceremony involving MPPA and local offi-
cials was held at the Kalkaska County construction site July
l.

Once the new plant goes on line, Feldt said decommis-
sioning of the Bayside Power Plant in Traverse City will
begin. That process is expected to take 12 months to complete
and will include the salvaging and selling of equipment that
has value, the demolition of the Bayside plant and substation
and restoration of the land into open space. That process is
expected to be completed by Dec. 31, 2003 and once con-
cluded, the property reverts to the city of Traverse City.

Feldt said work on the new power plant is part of Light &
Power’s $42 million capital improvement program, which
also includes a new substation and underground project in the
Hall/Garland street area, and a high voltage transmission line
project that will increase the reliability and operational capa-
bility of the electric transmission system.

“We are very excited to start work on the new combustion

ltem #6. RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHO-
RIZING THE EXECUTION OF ACONTRACT OF LEASE
WITH THE BUILDING AUTHORITY IN CONNECTION
WITH ISSUANCE OF BONDS FOR THE CITY HALL -
POLICE STATION PROJECT. With the approval of bids
for the City Hall - Police Station project, financing now
must be secured through bonds issued through the
Building Authority. A bond authorizing resolution was
approved by the Building Authority Monday afternoon.
The resolution approves a contract lease between the
City and the Building Authority, pledging the City's bonded
full faith and credit as security for the bonds.

IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS and seconded by
BRUBAKER to approve the resolution as presented for
the execution of a contract of lease with the Building

~ Authority in connection with issuance of bonds for the

City Hall - Police Station project.
YEA: 5.

NAY: 0.

ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.

item #7. REVIEW OF CITIZEN INITIATED PROPOSAL
REGARDING A FOREMAN ROAD TRUCK ROUTE.
Police Chief Jim Valentine appreciated the fact there are
citizens such as Alan Davidson (1225 E. Main) who are
willing to come forward and assist in matters of the City.
The plan prepared by Davidson displays an alternate
truck route in the Foreman - North Hudson area.

There are some drawbacks to this particular suggestion.
The intersection of Lincoln Lake and Suffolk Streetwould
need to be reconstructed to allow semi-turning move-
ments. Trucks can not legally make a right turn from a left
lane nor can a truck make a left turn from a right land
regardless of signage.

Valentine also believed the intersection of Lincoln Lake
Avenue and Foreman would be an extremely tight left
turn given the existing width of Foreman Street at this
location, thus making an intersection modification neces-

sary.

Settingaside the difficult turning movements cited above,
the City possibly could be making bad matters worse by
directing commercial vehicles (trucks) onto streets with
even more residences than currently exist on the Fore-
man Road truck route. ;

This could be complicated even more with the notion of
a safe school route, (i.e. Middle School pedestrian traffic
walking through the area of Suffolk and Lincoin Lake),
thus posing more of a safety issue than is present with the
existing truck route.

Restricting Foreman Road from Lincoln Lake Avenue to
Hudson Street to eastbound one-way traffic only would

turbine plant for many reasons,” Feldt said. “The No. | benefit
is that it will provide a more reliable source of power for many
years tocome. It will also result in the removal of the old plant,
which will be a major aesthetic improvement while providing
new open space for the city. And, no rate increases to our
customers will be required as a result of the new plant, which
means Light & Power will continue to offer the lowest electric
rates of any utility in the region.”

Feldt said other advantages include remote start capabili-
ties, which will allow Light & Power employees to fire up the
plant from its new Traverse City Service Center, and the fact
that it will take only 15 minutes to come fully on line. The
current Bayside plant takes about 24 hours to come on line
froma cold start. Feldt added that the Bayside Power Plant has
reached the end of its economic life, and is presently being

used only for reserve and peaking supply for the MPPA Power
Pool.

KDL News ...

Kent District Library branches will be offering an exciting
journey around the world through crafts from many countries.
Several make-and-take projects will be available for a variety
of age and skill levels.

The Alto branch will present the free program on Monday,
July 15 at 11:30 a.m. (647-3820) and the Englehardt branch
will offer the program on Thursday, July 18 at 1:30 p.m.(647-
3920).

(/7Y COUNCIL PROCEXDTNGY

be a major hardship for non-commercial vehicle traffic. A
traffic count study conducted last year by the Grand
Valley Metro Council reported traffic counts nearing
2000 vehicles in a 24-hour period. The result of Traffic
Engineer Ed Swanson's study of commercial vehicle
movements at Foreman and Hudson was a very low
percentage of these vehicles are commercial or school
bus.

This one-way restriction would pose a major inconve-
nience for the noncommercial traffic using Foreman
Road from Hudson Street. Valentine also thought this
would be a major point of contention for the residents of
Suffolk and Lincoln Lake to put an additional 2000
vehicles on these streets. Again, it would be taking bad
matters and making them worse.

Blough felt it was great to have interested citizens. He
suggested taking this report, add it to the additional
dialogues on the issue and address the various kinds of
configurations which are out there.

No further information was provided.

item #8. PERMISSION FOR THE FOURTH OF JULY
FIREWORKS DISPLAY. The Lowell Area Jaycees have
requested permission to have a fireworks display on
Thursday evening, July 4. As with recent years, the
fireworks would be launched from Stoney Lakeside Park.

ITWASMOVEDBY PFALLER and secondedby MYERS
to grant permission for the Fourth of July fireworks, as
requested by the Lowell Area Jaycees, contingent upon
the clean up of the debris before citizens complaints are
received. .

YEA: 5.

NAY: 0.

ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.

item #9. MONTHLY REPORTS. No comments were
received.

Item #10. APPOINTMENTS. None.

item #11. CITIZEN COMMENTS. No comments were
received.

item #12. COUNCIL COMMENTS. Councilmember
Pfaller asked if agenda packets could be delivered on
Wednesday night. This will be discussed during the first
meeting in August.

Pfaller also requested a list of current members from the
Boards and Commissions.

Councilmember Myers suggested the individual items

Feldt said the MPPA issued $34.6 million in bonds to
finance the project, which includes a Pratt & Whitney FT-8

Twin-Pac 50-megawatt combustion turbine, natural gas pipe-

line and metering equipment to connect the generator to
natural gas facilities, and associated electrical equipment
including substation and transmission facilities. The trans-
mission facilities will provide 50 megawatts of capacity on the
high voltage transmission grid to move power from the
Kalkaska facility.

Light & Power is the major participant in the project with
a 75.9 percent ownership entitlement and will operate and
maintain the unit for MPPA. The other four cities will own the
remaining 24.1 percent of the plant as follows: Petoskey (9.45
percent), Lowell (5.63 percent), Charlevoix (4.72 percent),
and Harbor Springs (4.3 percent).
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Kent District Library will present a beaded jewelry work-
shop for teens as part of Summer Reading Club 2002. Teens
will be introduced to a wide variety of specialty beads and
beading techniques. Using a wire foundation, participants can
create an original piece of jewelry during this one-hour work-
shop.

The Englehardt branch will offer the program on Tuesday,
July 16 at 6:30 p.m. Registration is required and limited to 15
participants. Call 647-3920to sign up or for more information.

and supporting data be placed together in the agenda
packet.

Myers also commented on the well attended Celtic
concert. All went very well.

Councilmember Blough commented on the substation
projectbeing completed by Light and Power off of Bowes
Road. He requested a status report.

item #13. MANAGER’'S REPORT. City Manager
Pasquale reported on the following:

1. The following meetings minutes were provided:

* Airport Board meeting of May 7, 2002

* Historic District Commission meeting of April 17, 2002
* Parks and Recreation Commission meetings of April
13 and May 11, 2002

* Chamber of Commerce meeting of May 8, 2002

2. Arequest from City Councilmember Pfaller asking that
Council packets be delivered on Wednesday before the
scheduled meeting. Pasquale noted he would hold his
comments until the issue is discussed during a council
meeting.

With the approval of the bank lease for temporary quar-
ters involving City Hall and the Police Station, the VFW
Building is being advertised for sale.

IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS and seconded by
BRUBAKER to adjourn to closed session at 10:16 p.m.
pursuant to the provisions of the Open Meetings Act.
YEA: 5.

NAY: 0.

ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.

IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS and seconded by
BRUBAKER to return to open session at 11:09 p.m.
YEA: 5.

NAY: 0.

ABSENT: 0.

MOTION CARRIED.

IT WAS MOVED BY PFALLER AND SECONDED BY
BLOUGH toincrease the City Manager David Pasquale’s
salary from $72,336 to $74,500 total, eliminating the

$2,500 lump sum.
IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS to adjourn at 11:11 p.m.

DATE APPROVED: Monday, July 1, 2002

C. Jeanne Shores, Mayor
Betty R. Morlock, Clerk




By J.N. Boorsma
Contributing Writer

t Lowell High School sophomore David Roth’s summer
t days are typical for a student his age: there are chores, haying
t in the morning, then driver’s training in the afternoon, and
practice, lots and lots of practice, of archery in the evening.
' Yes, archery. This quiet mild-mannered young man has
¢ earned himself somewhat of a reputation. This past June, in
L California, he earned a spot on the U.S. team for the World
' Archery Target Junior Championship in Nymburk, Czech
{ Republic this August. And because of his high marks at the
' NAA Indoor competition, Roth is posed to capture an oppor-
v tunity to train for a week at the Olympic Training Center in
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ese [owell’s Roth sets his sights on being the best in the world. He will
compete in the team World Archery Target Junior Championship in August.

California, provided he wins at the Joad Nationals and the
NAA National Outdoors.

Quite a busy summer fora Lowell teen who is learning to
drive and helping out on the family farm located in Vergennes
Township.

“I want to be the best in the world.” Roth said matter-of-
factly. He might have that chance at the World competition.
His coach has indicated there is a good chance the team could
walk away with the world title. Roth also will compete
individually for a title.

But other than that declarative statement, Roth has little to
say about the sport . . . other than he shoots compound, but he
is thinking of going recurve after this season to see if he can
make it to the Olympic team.

“I think it would be neat to see if I could get this far in
recurve,” he said, adding that the technique is different and
would require some time to learn.

Roth began shooting at the age of seven, although he really
couldn’t say what got him started. He has been helped along
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the way: a former farmhand named Ed Bignall got him
interested in the hunting aspect of archery. Four years ago, he
joined leagues through Archery Unlimited and three years ago
he started competing. He just seemed to be a natural at it, said
his dad, Ken Roth. In the winter, David Roth picked up titles
at the Canadian Nationals and the World Archery Festival.

“The big goal was just to make the team,” Roth said about
the World competition coming up. Of course, we already
know the new goal. _

Training involves shooting from one to four hours daily
along with lifting weights. Pulling the bow out to shoot is
equivalent to lifting 61 pounds, Roth said, adding that every
time you shoot, it’s still 61 pounds. He practices on the family
farm with a target leaning against a truck. He also gets
coaching from a couple of people, including a coach of a
current silver medalist from the last Olympics.

“2008, the Olympics in China,” Ken Roth said. David
Roth just smiles. For now, he'll settle for best in the world.
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HOURS:
MON - FRI 9 AM - 6 PM + SATURDAY 9 AM - 1 PM
Others By Appointment

S ASPHALT REPAIR * ASPHALT REPAIR
STORMZAND ASPHALT
MAINTENANCE
Seal Coating with Sand
Hot Rubber Crack Repair
Cut & Replace Patching
Paving
Striping
Parking Lots & Driveways

HOURS:

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC.

o 1450 W. Main St., Lowell, M| s
i (616) 897-9231

| Chevrolet BUICK | %

38 . il
& -\"(\‘” }? y

mobile home or car insurance.
We'll save you money. As an

& we take great interest in
MON - FI87; SAT 8:5:30; Sun9-3 i [§ l you - as well as your home and
car. We are specialists

in insuring people and the

things they own.

Auto-Owners Insurance

te 11ome U Bikatura
Tha ¥ Aokl Rankt

Speerstra
Agency

835 W. Main St.
Lowell, MI 49331

‘t ¢

Licensed & Insured
Serving West Michigan Since 1989
616) 897-9872 Free Estimates

BILL WHEELER

Certified Public

Accountant
w WHEEe  MiCHIGAN

103 Riverside Dr.
L | Lowell, Michigan
& 49331

» H1Vd3Y LTVHASY » HIVd3Yd LTVHdSY

* ASPHALT REPAIR * ASPHALT REPAIR ¢

Your'

)

Hastings Mutual

Insurance Comp
Hastings, Michigan
www.hastingsmutual.com

Daniel Urich

Medicare can cover your rehab stay.

COMPETITIVE AUTO RATES

6090 Alden Nash, Alto 868-0050

—

897.9259
' (800)804-3322
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'Close to Home" Rehab Center

The Laurels of Kent Comprehensive Rehab Programs Include:
» Post hip fracture rehab  Stroke Rehab e Balance Training ® Home Reentry Program

How can you stay closer to your family, friends and home when needing inpatient rehabilitation care
or transitional care between hospital and home? State to your doctor or hospital personnel that your
first choice is to be closer to home. Choose The Laurels in Lowell.

LAURELS OF KENT
350 N. Center  Lowell, MI 49331 =

1S 18uen

hen you buy your life insurance from us
through Auto-Owners Insurance, you'll

receive special discounts on your home,

independent Auto-Owners agent, o

Dale Triplett

We Successfully Treat:
Whiplash

Neck Pain

All Headaches

Auto Injuries

Back Pain

Numb Hands/Arms
Sports Injuries

Work Injuries

See a Specialist and See Results!

897-4999

DOCTORS &
CHIROPRACTIC

QaOaaaaad

PREVIEW
PROPERTIES.COM

CALL
JERRY HALE

|897-0229

or 1-800-515-7763
Jerry is a full-time

lonia

Main St.

Call us at 897-8473

for information on how

any

&£ 209 E. Main St.

Judy Harrison
S Lowell, MI 49331

WS SADKSS) professional who will serve

1S U0SHNH | PH 1 UleoUn

Rich's Service Co.
Used Appliance Sales & Service

Insured* 20 years experience
Washer* Dryers* Refrigerators* Garbage Disposals* Stoves

RICH CURTIS &

(616) 897-5686 {8

¥ all your real estate needs.

YOU CAN ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS IN THIS
SPACE FOR ONLY

%6 peR ek
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By Thaddeus J. Kraus
Lowell Ledger Editor

Editor’s Note: Former
Lowell superintendent, Bert
Bleke officially began his role
as Grand Rapids superinten-
denton Monday. The Ledger
caught up with him prior to
his departure. Here is that
interview.

Ledger:I'veheard people
describe you as a leader, a
visionary,aconsensus builder
and a listener. If you could
take only one of these traits
with you to the Grand Rap-
ids’ post, which would it be?

Bleke: To me it’s build-
ing success by bringing
people together. If I have to
take one of those, it’s the
person who cares about
people and brings them to-
gether for the common good.
I'l] take that one if I can.

Ledger: Whatdo you take
from your Lowell experience

that you'll use at your next
job?

Bleke: I think what  have
learned over 35 years in a lot

Dealing
In Most
Brands

11930 E. Fulton (M-21)
Lowell, MI 49331

g (1897393

MEYERS

BECKETT

& JONES
PLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

of different communities and
jobs is that they all build and
prepare you for the next job
you do and each day of your
life. Seven years of superin-
tendent experience... that's
invaluable. The size changes
and complexity changes, I
understand that, although a
systemisstill asystem. Good
leadership and good manage-
ment skills are still the same.
You take those skills, address
them and use them in a differ-
ent fashion. All these experi-
ences have prepared me to do
a fine job for Grand Rapids.

Ledger: Had younot been
hired for the Grand Rapids
superintendent position and
remained in Lowell for a few
more years, could you have
been happy professionally?

Bleke: Yes, Yes, Yes,
Yes. I answered that before
you got the question out.

Ledger: Why?

Bleke: Look at the last
couple of years - the board
has been very gracious in al-
lowing me to spend time in
Grand Rapids with FACTS
(Communities Together for

»
......

‘, o e——— .
rey —
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Durkee Lumber,

Lumber and Building Materials

868-6026
6071 Depot St.

117 West Main Street
Lowell, MI 49331
(616) 897-3111

Ross A. Leisman
Daniel C. Brubaker

Students), and getting in-
volved in such organizations
as the Leaders Institute
Against Human Racism. That
has, indeed, allowed me to do
more things to add spice to
my life so it can be adventur-
ous. :

Ledger: Is there anything
you would have liked to see
happen in the Lowell School
Districtunder your watch that
didn’t materialize?

Bleke: I think the whole
cooperative adventure be-
tween township, school and
city hasreally improved quite
nicely.Idon’tbelieveit’s any-
where near where it has to be
before you can say this is out-
standing. The second thing

Inc.

Alto, M|

Have A

‘Happy,
Fourth of Ju‘lyﬁg(

Safe

RaTatea T

would be - you always want
to see higher learning.

Ledger: I was asked if
there was anyone in this com-
munity who doesn’t like Bert
Bleke. T know people who
haven’tbeen happy with some
of your decisions, but [
couldn’t think of anyone who
didn’t like you. Can you?

Bleke: It isn’t my goal to
g0 out and have everybody
likeme. That’s not agoal. It's
a result of trying to do the
right thing for people and
treating people with respect.
A lot of times you have to say
“no” to people, or tell them
things they don’t like. If you
do it and explain it, and do it
the right way, people can
accept that. The fact that
people like you - that’s just an
offshoot of treating people the
right way. You have to like
people. You're in the wrong
business if you don'’t.

Ledger: Aside from fis-
cal concerns, what challenges
specific to this district does
Lowell face down the road?

Bleke: One of the chal-
lenges is to see that it doesn’t

ADVERTISE

IN THE
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Bleke leaves Lowell with challenge to'push itself to improve

become complacent. I think
the system, teachers, princi-
pals, the community can’t
begin to feel we're pretty
good. That’s the kiss of death.
The biggest challenge is to
find ways to push themselves
to improve.

Ledger: In your first in-
terview with the Grand Rap-
ids Board of Education, you
identified a lack of diversity
as a softness in the Lowell
School District. What's the
district’s strength?

Bleke: The people. It has
to do with helping each other
and working together to be a
goodschool, anda good com-
munity. I think teachers have
the best interest of kids at
heart. It just has a nice feel to
it. Kind of like Mayberry
(laugh).

Ledger: The fact the Low-
ell School District is well-
respected and looked at as a

model in many areas, does
that make the job for the new
superintendent easy or more
difficult?

Bleke: Moredifficult. On
one hand the district is in
great shape. On the other
hand, you have the old com-
parison problem.

Ledger: Is Lowell more
attractive now to other su-
perintendent candidates?

Bleke: I hope Lowell is
more attractive; I think they
will get a number of quality
candidates,

Ledger: Did I read orhear
that your wife, Jan thinks
you're nuts for taking the
Grand Rapids’ job?

Bleke: She thought [ was
nuts before this, but she’s on
board with my decision.That,
however, hasn'tchanged her
opinion of me.

One of the challenges facing Lowell is not to
become complacent - to begin feeling we’re pretty
good. That’s the kiss of death. The biggest challenge
is to find ways to push themselves to improve,

LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY

As Low as $660 P WEEK(
Call 897-9261

Therapist

897-4999

MASSAGE

* New Patients Only
* Certified Massage

* Doctor Supervised

Auto Injury, Neck
And Back Pain Relief
All Insurance Accepted

DOCTORS
CHIROPRACTIC

Bert Bleke

$

FINAL TOUCH

Professional & Permanent
Makeup & Electrolysis

SPECIAL
{ 5% OFF

STATE CERTIFIED & INSURED
8978070

* New Homes * Replacements
* Upgrades * Conversions Etc.

JULY SPECIALS

¥ o 40|
RYLEMNGoes °

0

CURTIS CLEANERS

SHIRT LAUNDRY @ TUX RENTAL

* §97.9809 + 1410 W. Main
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Christina Fiegener, four
of Lowell, enjoys the cool-
ness of a popsicle and the
sounds of the rock’n biues.

Harry Lucas feels the blues.

Sounds
of Blues

Docks at
Riverwalk

R s Alecia Strab and Carly Springer cooled their feet
s - e T = while the hot blues were played by Harry Lucas & the

Photo Courtesy of Bruce T. Doll

i up— e Lowdown at Thursday’s concert.
s

Financial Focus

EdwardJones

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

With Christopher C. Godbold

Take Steps To Move Up Your “Tax Freedom Day”

Youwon’tfind it printed on your calendar. You won’t find
itin the greeting cards aisle of the drug store. And you won't
find it celebrated with a television special. Nonetheless, “Tax

Freedom Day” may have a bigger impact on your life than
many of the biggest holidays.

Tax Freedom Day isn’t an official holiday. It’s just the
date on which average Americans can expect to start earning
their first tax-free dollars of the year, after paying federal and
state taxes. Tax Freedom Day generally occurs on a different
date each year, depending on changes in tax laws and the
health of the economy. In 2001 Tax Freedom Day fell on April
29, but in 2002, it happened two days earlier, on April 27.

Of course, Tax Freedom Day is really something of a
fiction, because we all pay taxes through the year. If you're an
employee, you'll have taxes taken out of all your paychecks.
If you're self-employed or a business owner, you probably
pay quarterly taxes. Then, on April 15, of each year, you may
pay still more taxes.

Nonetheless, the idea of a Tax Freedom Day is useful in
understanding the relative size of your tax burden. And the
good news is that you can help control when your personal Tax
Freedom Day comes around. How? By becoming a tax smart
investor, specifically, look for tax- free and tax-deferred

e s

.Carlton Rector enjoys his stomach turning ride on
the gyro wheel.
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investment opportunities.

Which investments are tax-free? Start by considering
municipal bonds. The interest on these bonds is free from
federal taxes; interest payments may also be free from state
and local taxes, depending on the bond and on where you live;
consequently, municipal bonds offer a high “taxable equiva-
lent yield.” In other words, you'd have to find a taxable bond
—such as a corporate bond —that pays amuch higher yield than
your municipal bond to overcome the tax benefits offered by
the “muni.” And in a low interest rate environment such as
we’ve been in for quite some time, you may have trouble
finding high quality corporate bonds that pay these high
yields. .

You'll get the most benefit from municipal bonds i
you're in one of the higher tax brackets. But no matter what
bracket you're in, you may be able to benefit from another tax-
free investment —the Roth IRA. Now, thanks to recent tax law
changes, you can put up to $3,000 a year in your Roth IRA.
And your earnings will grow totally tax-free, provided you're
at least 59 1/2 when you begin making withdrawals and
you’ve had your account for at least five years.

You may also want to look at tax-deferred investments,
such as a Traditional IRA or annuities. You can invest up to
$3,000 a yearin a Traditional IRA. Your contributions may be
tax-deductible, but even if they aren’t, your earnings will
grow on a tax deferred basis. If you’ve already “maxed out™
on your Traditional or Roth IRA, and you still want to save for
retirement, you may want to invest in a fixed or variable
annuity. In addition to tax deferral, annuities offer you high
contribution limits and a variety of payout options. Before
making any moves affecting your taxes, consult with our tax
advisor... butdon’t wait too long. The quicker you take action,
the better chance you’ll have of bumping up your own Tax
Freedom Day next year.

LEGAL NOTICES

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT to GEORGIA
COUNTY OF KENT LITZENBURG, named
personal representative,
NOTICE TO CREDI- or proposed personal
TORS representative, or to

Decedent’s Estate both the probate court at
Kent County Probate
FILE NO. 02-173-522- Court, 180 Ottawa Ave.

DM N.W., Grand Rapids, MI

49503 and the named/

Estate of
GEORGETTE PULASKI,
Deceased
Date of birth: 05/27/81

@M TOALL CREDITORS:

Games
5 NOTICE TO CREDI-

Kids Play

g ; 8 'n S ey : TORS:
at St.Pat’s | W &% 4 5
L Qs s - - GEORGETTE PULASKI,
. P who lived at 1801 Indian
F t l Lakes Rd., Kent City,
es lva Michigan died 10/10/01.
Creditors of the dece-
dent are notified that all
claims against the es-

tate will be forever
barred unless presented

- STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF KENT

Sarah Kramer,
nine years old, Rock-
ford.

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS
Decedent’s Estate

FILE NO. 02-173-736-DE

Estate of
DORIS MAE
SZCZEPANEK,
Deceased
SSN: 378-26-8228

TO ALL CREDITORS:
NOTICE TO CREDITORS:

The decedent, DORIS
MAE SZCZEPANEK, who
lived at 5025 Wallingford,
Comstock Park, Michi-
gan died 6/15/02.

Tina Poulias, five Creditors of the dece-
years old, Rockford, dent are notified that all
o ., enjoys a horseback claims against the estate
Syl TR ride, will be forever barred
Ly unless presented to

v : . \

e A ———— ) Y

proposed personal rep-
resentative within 4
months after the date of
publication of this no-
tice.

SUSAN M. POTYRAJ
(P46249)

410 Bridge St. NW. .
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504
(616) 454-4119

06/24/02

GEORGIA
LITZENBURG

1801 Indian Lakes Rd,
Kent City, MI 49330

PATRICE SALINAS,
named personal repre-
sentative, or proposed
personal representative,
or to both the probate
court at 5025
Wallingford, Comstock
Park, MI 49321 and the
named/proposed per-
sonal representative
within 4 months after the
date of publication of
this notice.

CRAIG AVERY

(P10311)

3875 West River Drive
Comstock Park, Ml
49321

06/28/02

PATRICE SALINAS
5025 Wallingford
Comstock Park, Ml
49321

784-1900

T
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The Laurels of Kent Present...

/
’

Events
\

Patriotic Pet Parade
3:00pm at the Laurels o‘_fKent

Parade - 6:00 pm"'“ 5 v

at the Lowell Falrgrounds
* MonsterTruck R|de_s,;.
% Petting Zoo =

% Waterball Flght

Summer Concert Serles

- Rock'n Reunion 7:00pm
at the Lowell Fairgrounds

Fireworks at Dusk

Stoney Creekside Park ;

Brought to you by the Laurels of Kent, your 7
closer to home Sub-Acute Rehab Center = "?.;‘

Glow Necklaces
§2 each or 3 for $5

Concessions

Be sure to bring lawn
chairs and blankets so
you and your family
can enjoy the

_fireworks Artwork Courtesy of Marc Scaturro
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RESIDENT AIDE/MEDICAL
TECHNICIAN - Now hiring
at Cumberland Retirement
Village for 2nd & 3rd shift!
Apply today! 11535 East
Fulton St.

FAMILY NEEDS - mature,
loving caregiver for 2 child-
ren, 30-40 hours per week.
Call Jennifer 987-9274.

DRYCLEANER/SPOTTER
OR PRESSER - FT days,
excellent benefits. Apply in
person at Cooper's
Drycleaners, 591 Ada Dr.

LPN - Upscale retirement
community is seeking an
LPN to join our health care
team. Part-time work with
emphasis on weekends.
Hours to be discussed with
applicant. Call Sentinel
Pointe, 957-9767.

PART-TIME DIETARY AIDE
NEEDED - at Cumberland
Retirement Village for the
afternoon shift. Apply in per-
son at Cumberland, 11535
East Fulton St.

DRIVER - $1,000 sign-on
bonus! Attn Owner
operators: Make over $100K
per year! Not an owner
operator? No- problem!
Tractor purchase program
available. 800-788-7357.
Apply online at
www.landair.com

FOR
SALE

3

MATTRESS SALE - $39
New. Queen, full, twin. We
deliver. Dennis Dist. 989-
224-4822.

2000 FORD FOCUS ZTS -
black, loaded, showroom
condition; $9,500 obo. Call
897-0108.

FOR SALE - Tonneau cov-
er, GM longbed, 8 ft. Asking
$150. Call Mike at 897-
7190.

DIRECTV MINI-SATELLITE
DISH - 2 receivers $19.99
or 1 receiver FREE w/free
install. We beat all adver-
tised prices. New subscrib-
ers only. Call for details. 1-
800-459-7357 K-20.

BOAT TRAILER - 16 ft., ilt,
lights, Asking $285. Phone
897-8464.
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HAVE A HAPPY & SAFE 4TH OF JULY?
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TONNEAU COVER - for a
F150 will fit a 1997-2002
model. Solid fiberglass with
interior dome light. Call 616-
642-0218 after Spm.

1991 CHEVY ASTRO VAN -
Engine & transmission gone,
$300. Call 897-9440.

MATTRESS SETS - Parade
of Homes displays. Never
used still in plastic. Fulls@
$150. Queens @ $250, also
twins & kings. Call for selec-
tion 682-4767 or 293-7430
Can deliver.

PILLOWTOP DELUXE
MATTRESS SET - Luxury
firm. Any size. Brand new.
Includes frame $800 value.
Sell $225. Can deliver. 517-
626-7089.

LONELY HOME IN NEED
OF LOVING FAMILY -
Immediate occupancy, 3-4
bedroom, 2 bath, country set-
ting. $50 - $500 down. Easy
terms. 1-800-615-1224.

LEATHER - Parade of
Homes displays. All 100%
ltalian Grade “A", top grain
never used. 3 pc. sofa sets
$1,650 & up. Many colors.
Will separate. MUST SELL!
682-4767 or 293-7430.

1989 LEBARON FOR SALE
- $500 or best; 1980 Cadillac
Eldorado $500 bo best. Call
897-1553.

1987 FULL SIZE GMC
CONVERSION VAN - Runs
good, many newer parts
including  transmission.
$2,000 obo. 676-1072.

FURNITURE * MUST SELL*
- Cherry sleigh beds, canopy
beds, dining room sets.
Bedroom sets, bunk beds,
headboards + leather. From
Parade -of ‘Homes displays.

'682-4767 or 293-7430.

3 BEDROOM HOME FOR
RENT - country living,
Saranac Schools, 1 1/2 bath,
$750 per mo. + deposit.
References required. 987-
9056.

LOG CABIN BED - Queen
w/ mattress. (New) cedar,

sturdy. Cost'$800. Sell $175."

517-719-8062.

GIRLS SCHWINN BIKE -
blue, 24", 18 speed, $45,
best offer. Call 897-9659.

DISH NETWORK - now has
your LOCAL CHANNELS.
Yes: 38 13 17 35 41 & 54
are now available with Dish
Network. Call Tom's Satellite
Systems at 897-2016.

BED - Log post king. Never
used. Includes mattress.
Cost $1,100. Sell $195.
(989)227-2986.

WHIRLPOOL WASHER &

DRYER - $125/pair.
Guaranteed. Work great,
heavy duty. Dennis

Distributing, 989-224-4822,

MATTRESS SETS $88 -
Includes frame, Sealy, Serta,
Springaire. Delivery avail-
able. Dennis Distributing,
989-224-4822

APARTMENT
FURNISHINGS - Dining
room, living, bedroom, car-
pet. Brand new, $39 each.
Dennis Distributing, 989-
224-4822.

FOR
RENT

RETAIL & OFFICE FOR
LEASE - Marketplace
Shoppes (next to new
Meijers). Final phase now
under construction. Retail &
office suites from 1,500 to
10,000 S/F. Call for brochure.
Clinton Realty Companies,
Inc. 616-538-6592.

NEW LUXURY
APARTMENTS -
GREENVILLE - 2 bedroom,
2 bath units w/private garag-
es & entrances. AC, washer,
dryer, microwave & all other
appliances included. Patio or
deck, pond views available.
Call 616-754-6130 for more
information.

FOR RENT - 1 bedroom
apartment, suitable for
adults, no pets, must be
gainfully employed, 1st & last
month’s rent. Alto, 868-6813
or897-8644.

MORRISON LAKE
COTTAGE FOR RENT -
Furnished. Canoe. Sleeps 4
plus. Lot accommodates
campers. $450/wk. 485-
0313.

COTTAGE ON LAKE
MICHIGAN - in South
Haven. Can sleep 10.
Available August 10-17. Call
616-434-9106

[ \

FOR SALE BY OWNER -
Lowell 3 story historical
building, formerly Cranberry
Urn Antiques, 208 E. Main.
Ph. 897-9145 or 897-9890.

10 QUIET ACRES - Planted
alfalfa, suitable for hobby or
horse farm, 20 min. from GR,
driveway permit, perked &
surveyed, close to Freeport
& Hastings. $58,500. Call
Karen Echtinaw, Greenridge
Witzel (800) 948-6128.

E\VANTEW l

WANTED - Guitar: Gibson,
Martin, etc. 897-9624.

vae 0 [CARD O
—————— *THANKS

CARD OF THANKS
| would like to thank the
couple who turned in my
purse to Lowell Meijer a few
weeks ago. You are truly good
people. Thank you!

THANKYOU

| would like to express my
appreciation to everyone
who participated in one
way or another in the
benefit that was held in
my honor. Whether it was
thoughts, prayers, cards,
hard work, or donations, |
am eternally grateful to all
of you who helped make
the Dbeneft a huge
success. Thanks again to
all!

Cheryl Murphy

THANKYOU

A heartfelt thank you to all
those who prayed, sent
cards, food and flowers
and called on our mom
and grandma, Eunice
Keim, during her time at
Lacey’s Too and while in
the hospital. We thank the
doctors and nurses at
Spectrum Health Blodgett,
who gave her great care,
and the Special Ladies at
Lacey's Too who loved
and helped care for her
this past year. Thank you
to Dr's Daniel VanGessell
and Joan Miedema for
their concerned care. And
to Rev’s Dick Beach and
Steven Harduk for their
comforting words. Thank
you to the Aito Baptist
Church for the nice
luncheon provided after
the funeral service.

The Family of

ANYONE WITH INFO ON
THE VANDALISM OF
THE SEMI - parked at
the Riverview over the
weekend of June 21-24,
please call 897-9715.
Any info would be help-
ful & much appreciated.

S
6 EVENTSO
s

THE FLAG LADY'S
JULY 4TH OPEN
HOUSE - An open
invitation is extended
to all to come & view
the FLAGS on July 4th,
2002 from 11 a.m. - ?
977 Lincoln Lake Ave
SE (1 1/10 mile N. from
Main St.) “The Flag

Lady” Lynn Seese.

SSERVICEN?
il

DOG GROOMING SALON
OPEN IN ALTO - Call for
appt. today, 868-0215, ask
for Jeanne.

TOWING - Servicing
Lowell & surrounding
areas. Flat bed &
wrecker, Tire changes,
Jump starts, Lock outs,
24 Hr. service. Call
Lincoln Lake Autos
897-9040.

AMERIDREAM, HART,
NEHEMIAH GRANT
PROGRAMS - 3 nonprofits

will gift up to 7% to
purchase your next home.
No income restrictions. Call
Michelle for more info at
CTX (616) 464-1348/(800)
282-0325 or Peter Smith
Re/Max (616) 460-6634 for
a list of homes. CTX is an
Equal Housing Opportunity
Lender.

QUALITY COLLISION
REPAIRS - Let Bob’s
Body Shop repair your
vehicle to factory spe-
cifications, using their
new electronic measur-
ing machine along with
expert paint matching.
Rental cars available
while yours is being
fixed. Call 897-9040 for
details.

Eunice Keim |

DISCOUNT

MANUFACTURED HOMES
- Repossessed; late model

homes offered at discounted
prices: Some-like new. Some
fixer uppers. Financing avail-
able. All offers considered.

North Harbor Homes, 800-

824-9811 or 616-822-2318.

ESERVICFS@

www.sundrydev.com $$ -
Turn Your Land Into Money.
$$ 616.676.4043.

LOWELL SCHOOL
DISTRICT - ZERO DOWN -
& low downpayment mort-
gages. Call Michelle at CTX
Mortgage Company for a
free pre-approval (616) 464-
1348/(800) 282-0325 or
Peter Smith Re/Max
SunQuest (616) 460-6634
for a list of homes. CTX is
an Equal Housing
Opportunity Lender.

RESIDENTIAL
PLUMBER
Service or new
construction,
reasonable rates.
Call 897-2575.

THINKING ABOUT
REMODELING? - Adding
an addition or fixing that old
roof? We also do siding,
windows, kitchens & baths,
ceramic tile, pole barns,
decks, concrete, water-
scapes & much more. Call
the experts - JLS
Contracting, Inc. Licensed &
Insured. One call does it all.
Call Gary 299-6989.

MICKEY'’S SALON - 897-
4592, Hair & Nail Care.
Call for an appointment.

YMCA EXTREME FUN
DAYCAMP - has openings.
Weekly field trips, park days
& swimming. New rates for
summer fun. Call Cynthia
for information at 897-
2688 or 897-8445.

SEPTIC SYSTEMS &
REPAIR - Top soil, sand,
excavating. Dan Mosher at
DMC, Inc. 540-1346 or 897-
1410.

CHRISTOPHER'’S TREE/
SHRUB SERVICE - remov-
als, proper pruning, yard
cleanup. Experienced, cour-
teous service. Free esti-
mates. 868-1614.

PATIO DECKS - Start your
summer off right by having
a new deck built today. Call
Nick at 647-0578 for bid
info.

WE SHIP

UPS

The Buyers Guide



http://www.landair.com
http://www.8undrydev.com
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While we celebrate this Independence Day Holiday, * 4
" we at Wittenbach Olds, Pontiac and GMC would like ¥ *
to take the time to thank all of our Veterans who have §
served and given their lives for our country.

ATTENTION
LEASE HOLDERS

“If your current GMAC lease is scheduled to expire between

" August 01, 2002 and February 28, 2003, GMAC will allow you to
walk away from your remaining payments if you buy or lease a

new Oldsmobile, Pontiac or GMC -
&> until only July 31, 200 4

****

*SALUTE Tc;‘SA VING.S fa
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2000 GMC JIMMY SLE

4 dr., auto., 6 cyl., 4.3 engine, air, cruise, ilt,
AM/FM/Cass/CD, power seats, windows & locks,
28,100 miles, pewter, alloy wheels, bal. of
warranty, plus GM certified. Reduced!

2002 DODGE CARAVAN EXT. SPORT 2001 SONOMA EXT. CAB S'dzd%"o? a‘jg%f'ﬁ{‘@ﬁ(feﬂ; sl )
4 dr., auto., 6 cyl., frt. & rear air, cruise, tilt, 3rd dr,, auto., 6 cyl., 4.3 engine, 4x4, air, cruise, tilt, | AWFMICass/Cg leather, pgwe, seats, windows,
AM/FM/CD, power seats, windows & locks, silver, | AM/FM/CD, power windows, locks, 25,600 miles, alloy | locks, one owner, 35,600 miles, black, alloy wheels,
warranty! Compare & Save! wheels, bal. of warranties, plus GM certified. fully loaded, GM certified, Price Reduced!
$17,450 » $0 Down * $296 per mo. | 2¢ $21,950 * $0 Down $373 per mo.

1999 GMC YUKON SLT 1999 PONTIAC GRAND AM GT 1999 BUICK PARK AVE.
4 dr., auto., 8 cyl., 5.7 engine, 4x4, air, cruise, tilt, AM/FM 4 dr., auto., 6 cyl., 3.4 engine, air, cruise, tilt, Auto., 6 cyl., 3800 engine, air, cruise, tilt, AM/FM/Cass/CD,
Cass/CD, leather, power seats, windows, locks, 43,000 | AM/FM/Cass/CD, power sunroof, seats, windows &| leather, power seats, windows, locks, alloy wheels, fully
miles, white, alloy wheels, heated seats, tow pkg., more! |locks, red, alloy wheels, GM certified. Was $13,995. loaded, GM certified. Reduced $1,245
Now $12,250 » $0 Down * $241 per mo.

1999 CHEVY SUBURBAN LS 1997 OLDS AURORA 1999 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX SE

Auto., 8 cyl., 5.7 engine, 4x4, air, cruise, tilt, L riiaa i . : Fade 23
MAEAIGS oot vt |tk st IAMPUCASED, | 41 o 8, &1 rg, o, i, .
43,500 miles, blue, alloy wheels, GM certified, P Y| AWFM/CD, power windows & locks, GM certified.

tow pkg., two-tone paint. SAVE! whegls fully |oaded local trade well mamtamed' “SPECIAL OF THE WEEK!"
$22,450 « REDUCED! $9,850 » 30 Down ' $9,750 » $0 Down * $192 per mo.

1998 HYUNDAI SONATA GL
4 dr., auto., air, cruise, tilt, AM/FM/Cass., power
windows & locks, 66,000 miles, great MPG.
REDUCED!!!

$4 995 * $0 Down o 31 10 per mo.

1999 CHEVROLET LUMINA LS
4 dr., auto., 6 cyl., 3.1 engine, air, cruise, lilt,
AM/FM/CD, power seats, windows & locks,
31,900 miles, tan, alloy wheels, GM certified,
keyless entry - SAVE!
$9,900 » $0 Down * $185 per mo.

*2000-01-02 - 72 mos. @ 6.9%: 1999 60 mos. @ 6.9%: 98-97 - 54 mos. @ % W.AC Plus tax. title & p

C&» Oldsmobile.
PONTIAC

aMC.

Real People...Real Differencq ‘.

www.wittenbachsales.com
749 W. MAIN STREET » LOWELL, Ml  PH. 897-9227 < 800-936-0040
ASK US ABOUT OUR SHUTTLE RIDE AND OUR PICK UP AND DELIVERY SERVICE!

* Steve VanHouten

» Mike Poll * Rick Theule ° Fred VanHeulen ° Gordon VanHouten

¢ Kristi Dine-Alguire * Mark DeVries ¢ Jerry Dykhuis ¢ Greg Helder ¢ Christi McCarthy ¢ Tim McCormick ¢ John Neible
* Bob Wade ° Bill Harms



http://www.wittenbachsales.com

