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By Thaddeus J. Kraus Lowell Ledger Editor 

Lowell Schools, vision speaks of knowledge, skills and character. 
The class of the 124th Lowell High School Commencement "is 

testimony that through their work, we have been successful," said Lowell 
High School principal, Scott Vashaw. "Collectively and individually, 
this class has exhibited good character." 

Along with knowledge, skills and character, the graduation cer-
emony celebrated "hip and fresh"; saluted strength, courage and forti-
tude; delivered laughter and gratitude, helping to shed a tear or two. 

In his last address to a Lowell graduating class, superintendent, Bert 
Bleke reminded graduates, 'The future is yours to dream; and yours to 
determine," he explained. 

In a special presentation, Vashaw recognized Tyler Duckett, Philip 
Moerdyke and Ryan Markel for their embodiment of strength, courage 
and fortitude. 

Moerdyke and Duckett arc both cancer survivors. 
Markel, battling with inoperable cancer, was showered with a 

heartwarming standing ovation initiated by his classmates. "It was 
incredible. My classmates have been very supportive," he said after-
wards. 

Added Vashaw, "It was great to see just how much it meant to the 
class that Ryan was there." 

Class valedictorian Melissa Schloop thanked her family, friends and 
church for their support and reminded her classmates to keep their old 
friends while they embrace the friends their future brings. 

Shelby Tomczak, class salutatorian, encouraged fellow graduates to 
try their hardest and to be happy in their pursuits. "High school is the 
fastest four years of our life and the beginning of the rest," she said. 

In addition to Schloo " " ' ' ' " ~ 
be recognized were Kelsey 
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Lowell School Board 
election Monday 
••• Incumbent and two challengers 
vie for two full terms. 
By Thaddeus J . Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

An incumbent and two challengers 
will vie for two, four-year terms on the 
Lowell School Board at Monday, June 
1 Oth's Lowell Area Schools regular elec-
tion. 

The two board seats up for election 
are currently held by board secretary, 
Pat Nugent (four years) and board 
president, Pete Gustafson. 

Nugent will seek re-election while 
Gustafson will not, after serving eight 
years on the school board. 

Challenging Nugent for one of the 
two seats will be Peter Haefner and 
James Van Buren. 

The polls will open at 7 a.m. and will 
close at 8 p.m. Precinct I is at Runciman 
Elementary; Precinct II, Old Bowne 
Township Hall (8240 Alden Nash Rd.); 
and Precinct III, Vergennes Township 
Hall (comer of Bailey Drive and Pamell). 

Election, cont 'd, pg. 8 

Cooper Woodland Preserve 
dedication, Thursday 
By Thaddeus J. Kraus Lowell Ledger Editor 

The Cooper Woodland Preserve will provide yet another 
natural area to be used by the Lowell Area Schools and 
community. 

Lowell Area Schools Education Foundation on Thurs-
day, June 6, will hold a dedication and ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at the preserve from 5:30 until 6 p.m. 

Dick and Shirley Cooper donated 34.7 acres of land at 
the northeast comer of Alden Nash and Foreman to the 
foundation for the purpose of preserving it in its present state. 
The foundation will lease the property to the school for 
wildlife education opportunities. 

The preserve is flat with sharp drop-offs to the north and 
east. "It is a fine wooded area for walking and viewing nature. 
It 's a mature wooded area with full-grown mature trees that 
shade out the underbrush," said foundation president, Marsha 
Wilcox. 

Cooper noted that the school owns property to the 
southeast of his and that he would eventually like to see a 
walking/bike trail extend from the Wittenbach Center across 
his property to the school property. From there it would 
extend through the park to the Grand River and along the 

|river to Lowell Charter Township's Grand River Riverfront 
Parte. 

The dedication ceremony will include comments from 
speakers, Peter Wcge, Dick Cooper, Mari Stone and Pete 
Gustafson. Refreshments will be served. 
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OBITUARIES 

BLANDING - Gilbert C. 
"Mike" Blanding, aged 72, 
of Bradenton, Fla., passed 
away May 27, 2002 in 
Bradenton. He was bom Janu-
ary 27, 1930 in Greenville. 
"Mike" was a graduate of 
Lowell High School Class of 
1948. He retired in 1992 from 
Belco Industries, Belding. 
Mr. Blanding served in the 

U.S. Air Force during the 
Korean War. He was a mem-
ber of the American Legion 
and a past worshipful master 
of Masonic Lodge 96 of 
Greenville; Moose Lodge of 
Bradenton and Greenville, 
and Braden River United 
Methodist Church, 
Bradenton. He is survived by 
his wife Eula of Bradenton; 

one daughter Lori and Steve 
Simard of Auburn, Maine; one 
son Larry and Rose Blanding 
of Greenville; one sister 
Carolyn and Jim Brown of 
Benton, Ky; two brothers John 
and Alice Blanding of Lowell 
and Tom and Katie Blanding 
of Englewood, Fla; three 
grandsons and one great-
grandson. Memorial services 
were held at Manasota Chapel, 
Griffith-Cline Funeral Home 
in Bradenton with the Rev. 
Guy Weatherly officiating. 
Cremation has taken place. A 
memorial service will be held 

in Greenville at a later date, 
with committal at Rest Ha-
ven Memorial Gardens. Me-
morial contributions may be 
made to River Isle Golf Asso-
ciation, 1014 Baytree Rd.. 
Bradenton, Fla. 34208 or 
Braden River United Meth-
odist Church, 5858 44th Ave. 
E. Bradenton, Fla., 34203. 

LOCKE - Wayne A. Locke, 
aged 56, of Grand Rapids, 
passed away Friday, May 31, 
2002 at the Metropolitan Hos-
pital under the Hospice of 
Michigan care following a lin-

gering illness. He was bom 
on August 26, 1945, in 
Lakeview to Wayne A. and 
Dorothy Jean (Sedore) Locke 
and graduated from White 
Cloud High School in 1963/ 
Wayne moved to the Grand 
Rapids area in 1964 and had 
been a Die Cast Maker. He is 
survived by his sisters Judith 
A. (Charles) Sprik of Sparta, 
Candace J. (Howard) Keith 
of White Cloud; his brother 
Robert E. (Nancy) Williams 
of Lowell; seven nieces and 
nephews; eight great-nieces 
and nephews; his many 

friends at Adam's Park 
Apartments in Grand Rap-
ids. He was pi^ceded in death 
by his father Wayne A. Locke 
on Feb. 7, 1945; his mother 
Dorothy Jean Williams on 
Feb. 5, 1995; his step-father 
Robert G. Williams on Aug. 
13, 1990. Graveside memo-
rial services will be held Sat-
urday, June 8, at 2 p.m. from 
the Big Prairie Everett Town-
ship Cemetery in White 
Cloud. Friends may consider 
Hospice of Michigan Grand 
Rapids for memorial contri-
butions. 

Early 20th century Lowell High School athletic star dies 
By Thaddeus J . Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

From 1927-30, Lowell's 
Elmer Layer dominated the 
local athletic scene like few 
who came before or after 
him. 

He was not only a four-
sport athlete... Layer was a 

four-sport star. While his ac-
complishments spoke loudly 
of his talent, Layer shied away 
from the subject. "You can 
save the stories about me un-
til I'm gone," was his com-
mon refrain. 

Layer, one of Lowell's 
greatest athletes, died Sun-
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LOT FOR SALE 
Beautiful 2.13 acre wooded lot in 
Lowell School District. Located 
off Parnell, north of M-21. Ideal 
for walkout or daylight 
basement. Must walk to 
appreciate. Land contract terms 
available. Priced at $49,900. 

Call Bill Tidey 538-1162 or 
538-6337 ext. 245 

Leav ing Your Job? 
Ret i r ing? 

You could have up to 20% of your 
retirement benefits withheld by the IRS! 

With the current tax law, if you're not careful you 
could have up to 20% or more* of your retirement 
or pension plan distribution withheld when you 
retire or leave your employer... 

Unless you plan ahead. 
At Raymond James Financial Services, we can 
help you protect all of your retirement plan 
money by outlining for you the alternatives to 
consider before you make a potentially cosdy 

decision. Call today for the guidance you'll need to protect all of 
your retirement assets. 

H Q (616) 225-8633 
800-294-6417 

GEORGE G1ANACAKOS 
HNANOAL ADVISOR 

FINANCIAL SERVICES. INC 
U t m D t > N A I O f l l F C 

Committed to your financial future. 
*Wilfa possible penalties. 

P.O. Box 248 
128 S. Lafayette Street, 
Greenville, MI 48838 

day. May 26, 2002 at 
Cumberland Manor. He was 
90 years old. 

The sports clippings from 
the late 20's were many, and 
most of them featured Layer. 

As a senior, he led Low-
ell to a 10-0 record and Kent 

County "C" football champi-
onship. 

As a sophomore center, 
he averaged 17 points a game 
for Lowell's basketball team. 

Elmer, playing third base 
for Lowell's baseball team, 
hit .421 as a junior. During 
his baseball tenure, Lowell 

lost just two games. 
Layer's most brilliant 

numbers, though, arguably 
came in track and field. 

He literally carried Low-
ell to a state championship in 

gave generously," Doyle said. 
"Years ago he began collect-
ing afghans. He'd wash them 
up and then donate them to 
area churches. He probably 
gave away 200-500 afghans." 

r O P E N H O U S E T 
FOR JESSICA GOLOMBISKY 

June 9 • 2-6 PM • 7159 Nash Rd. 
Jess/' is the daughter of 

Gary and Peggy Golombisky 
She will graduate from 
Saranac High School 

on June 2 at 2 PM 

* * * * * * 

REAL ESTATE MJ6T10N 
Tuesday •JUNE 11, 2002* 6:31 P M 

370 Acres offered in 23 Parcels 
ranging from 3.5 to 31.5 Acres 

LOCATED IN EAST-CENTRAL 
KENT COUNTY 

ADA, GRATTAN & VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIPS 

Within Minutes Of Grand Rapids, 
Murray Lake, Lowell, Rockford, Ada 

F A N T I S T 1 6 O P P O P T U N I T i e S . . . 

Buildings Parcels * Secluded Parcels 
Recreational Parcels 

Hunting Parcels ^ Investment Possibilities 
Numerous Other Uses For Your 

Imagination... 
Auction Location: Grattan Academy, 

Belding Road, Belding 

CALL FOR INSPECTION DATES AND 
COMPLETE DETAILS 

: % 
W4 d t, 

EXIT REALTY STOUT GROUP 
INDEPENDANTLY OWNED 

L e o n S t o u t 

(616) 866-3300 

(616) 915-6414 

AUCTIONEERS 

Po>( \e P i n g m a n 

(888) 810-6711 

(616) 781-4258 
www.bdsauctions.com 

Above: a picture of Elmer Layer throwing the shot put 
in 1928. To the right: one of two first-place medals Layer 
won in the 1928 state track meet. 

1928, scoring 15 of the team's 
15 1/2 points: firsts in the 
discus and shot put and placed 
third in the javelin. 

He tossed the shot 45' 6" 
and threw the discus 127' 2" 
which not only bettered the 
state Class C record by seven 
feet but also surpassed the 
Class A mark of 127 feet. 

"Elmer was a heck of an 
athlete," remembered Norm 
Borgerson. 

What Borgerson remem-
bered most about Layer was 
the great childhood memory 
he provided for him and a 
handful of other boys. 

"When I was about 14-15 
years old, Elmer used to load 
up five or six of us boys in his 
Ford and take us to Michigan 
State home football games" 
Borgerson explained. "Back 
then, ticket takers were more 
liberal, so when we got there 
at halftime, we'd get in for 
free. I^was a great introduc-
tion to big time college foot-
ball for us. I'll always be 
grateful to him for that 
memory. It's something I'll 
never forget." 

Friend and lunch partner, 
Charlie Doyle recalls "that 
36 Ford" burning as much 

oil as it did gas. 

"Some thought Elmer 
was gruff. He wasn't that at 
all. He was a nicc man who 

When his health permit-
ted, Layer also kept a beauti-
ful yard. "People thought it 
was another park in town," 
Doyle explained. 

Layer was also finan-
cially adept. "He was conser-
vative with his investments 
but knew what he wanted to 
do," said Huntington Banks, 
Chuck Myers. "I enjoyed my 
visits with Elmer. We always 
made $1 sport bets. It was 
always for the fun of the game 
and the exchange. The few 
times I won, I 'd call to re-
mind him to bring my dollar 
the next time he came down 
to the bank." 

Layer was a member of 
the U.S. Army during World 
War II and a retiree of the city 
of Grand Rapids. 

He is survived by his wife 
Helen; his children Cara 
(Dobson). John. Christine. 
Jordan. Teresa and other rela-
tives and friends. 
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Limited Parts and Labor Warranty or 180 
days same as cash!* 

*On Rheem air conditioners and furnaces. Offer expires 6/30/02. 
Contact dealer for details. 

Plumbing & Heating 
616-8974887 

Great West Michigan Area 2£S 
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www.rheemteam.com 
Greg & Deb Canfieid 

l-888-Rheem Team • www.eaii f ielf l .rheemteam.net 
W E S E R V I C E A L L B R A N D S 

http://www.bdsauctions.com
http://www.rheemteam.com
http://www.eaiifielfl.rheemteam.net
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Of Faith & 

Youth Pastor 
Jonathan C. Walker 
Christian Life Center 

Authori ty and the unwi l l -

ingness to submi t to it are 

possibly (he single greatest 

reason the church is fa i l ing to 

meet a lost wor ld . The wor ld 

w a t c h e s and w a t c h e s and 

rarely sees change , because 

believers want a savior, not a 

master . Men and w o m e n of 

the church and their chi ldren 

utterly hate the concept of sub-

mission. Yet G o d ' s school of 

the spirit. His Universi ty, is 

called Submission University. 

As an athlete you will 

grow very little, if any, by 

practicing wi th your equa ls 

or with those of lesser skill. 

You grow by training with 

those who are better, your su-

periors, those w h o can rule 

over you. Yet when it c o m e s 

to real life, the issues that 

matter the most , we don ' t see 

the need for superiors. 

Have you ever watched a 

submission ma tch? They will 

do almost anything. At some 

point one of the guys has 

ended up in a chokeho ld and 

the air has s lopped flowing to 

his brain. W e all k n o w his 

brain needs s o m e air to main-

tain what little intel l igence he 

has. He knows it too, and so 

he finally laps oul , quits, gives 

in and " w h a l a " he has air 

again. 

Y ou see, G o d doesn ' l lose 

submission matches . W h e n 

we resist and rebel, we cease 

to g r o w . We s imply cut off 

our air supply and our poten-

tial to g row. W e are saying in 

essence "God, you don' t know 

what y o u ' r e do ing and I w o n ' t 

submit to it, and that, my 

fr iend, is the very reason Lu-

cifer is no longer in heaven. 

That is why G o d equates re-

bellion with wi tchcraf t . It is 

not a phase . . . it is a sin. 

S o how do w e deal with 

the authori ty G o d has placed 

in our l ives? Because h o w we 

deal wi th it will change the 

course of our l ives forever . 

How w e deal wi th authori ty 

will e i ther make us the k ings 

of tomorrow, o r cr ipple u s for 

a l i fe t ime - w e will e i ther 

become the leaders of the fu -

ture, or the leaches of society. 

You see , your fu l f i l lmen t of 

G o d ' s dest iny f o r you l ies in 

your response. Wil l you have 

the w i s d o m and fores ight to 

say " y e s " to t h e M a s t e r ' s 

Plan? 

Bryan and Ka te Bredwel l 

of Lowel l are exci ted to an-

n o u n c e the b i r t h of t he i r 

d a u g h t e r , L e a h M a d e l i n e 

K e t c h u m Bredwel l . She was 

b o m on May 1 5 , 2 0 0 2 at 7 :12 

a.m. weigh ing 9 lbs. 5 oz . and 

measur ing 21 inches. 

P roud g randparen t s are 

Jim and Alice Ke tchum of 

Port Huron and Dean and Pat 

Bredwel l of Pottervil le. 

Jamison/ 
Oswald 

Cara lyn Jamison and T o m and 

Karen J a m i s o n are p leased to an-

nounce the e n g a g e m e n t of their 

daugh te r , Nico le to Mark O s w a l d 

of G o s h e n , Indiana. 

T h e c o u p l e are p lanning a 

June 29, 2 0 0 2 wedd ing . 
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AREA BIRTHS 

The Alto Girl Scout Troop #002 collected 50 lbs. of pop tabs for the Western Michigan 
Ronald McDonald House. They delivered them to the house and received a tour. The 
troop was then treated to a dinner at McDonalds in Lowell. For reaching 50 lbs., their 
troop leader Susan Merriman had to do the chicken dance at McDonalds. 

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

621 E. Main Street • 897-5936 

Summer Worship 
8:30 & 10:00 A.M. 

REV. B. GORDON BARRY 
Nursery & child care available at both services 

Barrier - Free Entrance 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod) 
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21 

www.iserv.net/-goodshep 

Sunday Worship.. 10:00 A.M. 

(Nursery available) 

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 8 9 7 - 8 3 0 7 
All facilities are wheelchair accessible 

- FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

2275 West Main Street •897-7168 
Internet: http7/www.fbciowell.org 

Rev. Buriand Margesson & Rev. W. Lee Taykx 
Wayne Haines, Youth Pastor 

" Sun. Worship Service..9;30A.M. & 6:00 P.M. 
Sunday School Hour 11:00 A.M. 
AWANA/JV Wed. 6:15 & 7 P.M. 

Contact Church Office For Prtyir Meeting Tirme 
Nursery ProvMid • Barrier Free 

M I S S I O N A R Y C H U R C H 

10501 Settlewood • Ph. 097-7185 

Sunday School 9:45 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11 A.M. 
Evening Service 6:00 P.M. 

Prayer and Praise - Wed., 7:00 P.M. 
GLENN H. MARKS - Senior Pastor, 897-9110 
STAN GERIG - Associate Pastor, 897-5894 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
(Barrier-Free) 

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE 
UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 

Sunday Services 10:00 A.M. 
at the Cherry Creek Elementary School 
12675 Foreman Road, Lowell, Ml 49331 

CALL FOR FREE HOME BIBLE STUDIES 
Pastor Robert L. Hubbard 

Phone: (616) 897-1267 
website www.aplighthouse.com 

ALTON BIBLE CHURCH 
Lincoln Lake Ave. at 3 Mile Road 

897-5648 
Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M. 
Evening Praise 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday AWANA 7:00 P.M. 

(Sept. - April) 
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 P.M. 

Pastor Ken Ford (Home) 897-6418 
YOU ARE WELCOME! 

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER 
(Assembly of God) 

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery 
Robert W. Holmes, Pastor 

Jonathan Walker, Youth Pastor 
Jason Grear, Children 

Stacy Peters, College & Twenties 
SUNDAYS: 

Worship: 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 
WEDNESDAYS: 

Family Night: (For All Ages) 7 p.m. 
Generation Jacob Youth: 7 p.m. 

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 

201 N. Washington • 897-8800 
Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 
Morning Worship 10:50 A.M. 
Sunday Evening 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Family Ministry 7:00 P.M. 

PASTOR TIM DESHAW 
Staffed Nursery Provided 

Barrier-Free Entrance 

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL 
Rev. William J. Renkema - 897-7060 

1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml 
Morning Worship 10:00 A. M. 
Sunday School 11:20 A.M. 
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free 

ST. MARY'S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Fr. George J. Fekete 
402 Amity St. • 897-9820 

www.stmary-lowell.com 
Weekend Masses: SAT. 5 PM; SUN. 9:30 AM 

Weekday Masses: 7:45 AM 
Holy Day Masses: 9 AM & 7 PM 

Saturday confessions: 10-10:30 AM 
Prayer & adoration each Wed. 8:15 AM - 9 PM 

Religious Education, children lo adutts • call Brenda Bering 897-7915 

Sw Lowell dbh Ch. 49. EWTN for 24 hr. Catholic brosdcasting 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

(United Church of Christ) 
404 North Hudson • 897-5906 

Worship and Church School 10:00 AM. 
Dr. Roger LaWarre Pastor 
Megan MacNaughton Music Director 
Barrier-Free Nursery Provided 

* * * 

One's first step in wisdom 
is to question every-
thing—and one's last is 
to come to terms with 
everything. 

—Georg Christoph 
Lichtenberg 

ADA-LOWELL 5 
M-21 5 Minutes East of Amway H Q. 

$ 4 . 9 0 Kids all shows 

( 6 t 6 | 

897-FILM 
$ 4 . 7 5 DAILY Mallnsss til 6pm A Ssnlors 

$ 5 . 0 0 Studsnts i Uits Shows Fri A Sat 

$ 6 . 2 5 Evtnings Mon -Thurs 

O No passas 
ALL S C R E E N S 

D I G I T A L STEREO 

Unllmlttd Fra« Drink Rslllls t .25t Com Rafllls 

OmluMt Air N o e k a y T a b / * 

COMFORTABLE DELUXE ROCKIMB 
CHAIR SEATS WITH CUP HOLDERS 

iMORBjuTMEEMAIII 
SH0WTIMES 6/03-6/06 

O SUM OF A U FEARS 
(PG-13) 11:10,1:50. 4:25. 
7:10. 9:45 
O SPIRITS STALLION OF THE 
CIMARRON (G) 11:00.12:45. 
2:30.4:15,7:30. 9:15 
O ENOUGH (PG-13) 
11:20,1:40,4:00,7:20, 9:40 
O STAR WARS EPISODE 2: 
ATTACK OF THE CLONES (PG) 
1:05,3:55,6:45, 9:35 
SPIDER-MAN (PG-13) 
11:30,2:00,4:30,7:00,9:50 

r C O U P O N 
r 

! 2 0 o z . d r i n k 
. trih $1.80 (1/2 prioi) purchaM 1 d ttoL tag of buiiry popoom 
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Viewpoint... 
cozy corner 

by Roger Brown 

I 'm here today to tell you folks about the dangers of glue. 
Specifically, Super Glue, Crazy Glue and the copycat imita-
tions on the market from Elmer's, 3M, Duro, etc. They are in 
the family of "instant" glue and were all the rage back when 
first developed. I'm talkin' way back when Saturday Night 
Live was still funny. 

These glues were promoted with wild ads on TV showing 
one drop on a football helmet sticking it firmly to the crossbar 
on a set of goalposts . . . with a football player in the helmet! 
The poor guy was hanging from his chin strap while the 
cameraman got his shot. And they tried to tell us sniffing glue 
was dangerous! 

T o THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor: 
I am writing to you in regards to my husband Eddie who 

has been a chaplain in the American Legion for many years 
and felt bad the day of the parade because no one called to tell 
him he wouldn't be in the parade this year and give the 
Invocation downtown or at the cemetery. 

He should have been recognized and thanked for the many 
years he stayed in it; he was faithful and always was there 
when they needed him. Also I was always there to throw the 
flowers in the river. 

Sincerely, Nora Belle Rash 

To The Editor, 
Cherry Creek Elementary to adopt "Politically Correct" 

classroom parties and celebrations. 
An announcement was recently made in the Cherry Creek 

Connection newsletter regarding classroom celebration/party 
changes. This newsletter came home with my son the Friday 
of Memorial Day weekend. I am outraged by these changes 
and the timing of the newsletter. I believe it was apparent to 
the staff that these changes were controversial and they 
intentionally sent this newsletter out on a holiday weekend 
hoping to lessen the community response because everyone 
would be too busy to read it or care. Do I know this to be fact? 
Of course not. I just think it is very suspicious and at the very 
least bad timing. 

To quote the newsletter: 
"Classroom parties and celebrations are truly an integral 

part of a child's school experience and will not be eliminated. 
However, in this ever-changing, diverse world, and in an 
effort to keep our celebrations enjoyable and safe at the same 
time, we at Cherry Creek will adopt some renaming and minor 
modifications effective next year." 

Halloween Parade/Party (modification) - This will be 
referred to as Fall Celebration and will be held in the afternoon 
of Oct. 25th versus Oct. 31st. There will be no parade or 
costumes, but there will be other fun-filled creative activities 
for children. 

Christmas Party (Rename) - Modify wording to Winter 
Celebration, and will not be centered around a Christmas 
theme. 

Valentine's Day Party (Name Change Only) - Modify 
wording to Spring Celebration. This activity will vary from 
classroom to classroom, just like in the previous years. Many 
classes will still have, "Valentine* s on or around Feb. 14th and 
will just refer to it as more of a centralized "Spring Celebra-

tion." 
Unfortunately, political correctness is beginning to affect 

the Lowell School system. These changes are absurd. Since 
when does the opinion of so few have an effect on so many. 
These "themes" are part of American history. The newsletter 
refers to an ever-changing world. "Hello" this is the United 
States of America and we are Americans. These have been 
American traditions since this country was founded and I 
don't want to see them changed in school or anywhere else. 

This is all part of a disturbing trend in this country towards 
the "vanillazation" or "sterilization" of everything and every-
one. Can't celebrate Christmas in public schools because we 
might offend the people of non-Christian faith or people of no 
faith at all. Don't forget separation of church and state. 
Valentine's Day and Halloween have roots in paganism and 
both have religious and superstitious overtones. Bad stuff. 

To The Editor, cont'd, pg. 11 

I could be all wet on this, but it seems like some of those 
ads said Super Glue was developed for the space industry. I 'm 
not sure what N.A.S.A. would have used it for. Perhaps they 
glued their million dollar toilet seats down in a zero gravity 
environment. 

N.A.S.A. likes to take credit for stuff like this. They think 
it makes us feel better about the gahjillions of our tax dollars 
they spend if they can foist some miracle products off onto us. 
I think N.A.S.A. is also responsible for (or claims to be) 
Velcro, Post-It notes, panty hose, Chia Pets, shag carpet and 
the Veg-O-Matic. 

While we're on the subject of glue... here's a little known 
fact for you. In the Gene Wilder and Mel Brooks classic film 
"Young Frankenstein," a horse whinnies in the soundtrack 
every time Frau Brucher's (Cloris Leachman) name is spoken. 
I took German in the ninth grade, but am only guessing at the 
spelling of Brucher. Of course I would be only guessing at the 
spelling of any German word. 

The fun fact to know, and the joke here, is that Brucher 
means glue in German. Get it? Glue? Glue factory? Horse 
whinnies? Oh well, "Young Frankenstein" probably isn't near 
the top of your all-time top one hundred list of movies. I 
thought it was funny. 

Let's get back to the the subject at hand. Which was . . . oh 
yeah . . . instant glues. Despite all the wild claims on the 
packaging, I've yet to find any materials that the stuff will 
actually bond. There is one exception, and that is human skin. 
That stuff will stick parts of you, to other parts of you, in such 
a way that you will soon begin to think you were bom with 
your finger stuck to your nose. 

Sure, there are warnings printed on the tube. Did you ever 
try to read the warning? At my age, and with my eyesight, I 'm 
lucky to find the tube in the junk drawer, let alone try to read 
what's printed on it. Besides, true Americans don't pay 
attention to printed warnings. Every pack of cigarettes, bottle 
of beer or bag of chips is labeled with warnings about cancer, 
birth defects, brain damage, heart disease and fat content. The 
stuff flies off the shelves anyway. 

In case you haven't already guessed, I'm writing about 
instant glue because I recently did something stupid with the 
stuff. I hate being so predictable. 

While helping out at my son's house, I broke the leveling 
pad off the bottom of a table leg. It was the type with a plastic 

disc glued to a bolt that screws into the table leg. I broke the 
pad off and needed to glue it back to the bolt. When I inquired 
about glue, my son handed me a tube of Crazy Glue from the 
junk drawer. (At this point in the story you should imagine the 
music from "Jaws" when the shark is about to attack.) 

I held the little plastic disc (about the size of a quarter) in 
my left hand and applied a few generous drops of glue. With 
my right hand I inserted the bolt, wiggling it to be sure it was 
seated properly. I then waited for the prescribed "bonds in 
seconds." I'm very much into instant gratification, which must 
explain my lifelong attempt to find something this stuff will 
actually stick together in seconds. 

• The metal bolt had not stuck to the plastic pad. I may as 
well have used Vaseline, WD-40, Jergen's Lotion or Pennzoil. 

My fingers were a different story. From the tip to the 
second knuckle, my left index finger was firmly affixed to the 
neighboring middle finger. A few of my generous drops had 
oozed out of the plastic disc when I inserted the bolt. 

When I say firmly affixed, I mean firmly affixed. Since the 
knuckles on these two fingers don't line up exactly, I couldn't 
even bend them. One was acting as a splint for the other. They 
were seriously stuck. Cute. 

Fortunately I 'm right handed, and having two fingers on 
my left hand stuck together would not be a huge handicap. 
Probably not even serious enough to get me one of those great 
parking spots. Tying my shoes would be difficult. My left 
index finger is one of the three fingers I use when typing. Other 
than that, no big deal. 

I did have a concern about driving in today' s frantic traffic 
with these two fingers stuck together. How on earth would 
another driver know what I am trying to signal him when he 
cuts me off? Just kidding. 

Fortunately, with the help of a utility knife, I was able to 
surgically separate my Siamese fingers. There is now a little 
skin grafted from one to the other, but I was able to type this 
column and you can watch for my signal if you cut me off in 
traffic. Just kidding. 

That's pretty much it. Just be careful with that stuff. Oh, 
and the table leg leveling device, pad . . . whatever. I bought 
a new set of four at the hardware for less than the cost of a tube 
of instant glue. Let that be a lesson to us all. Throw the broken 
junk away and replace it. Forget the glue . . . it's dangerous! 

x 

f l 

& Priscilla Lussmyer 

Ledger Entries 
of 125,100,75,50 & 25 Years Ago 

125 YEARS THE WEEKLY JOURNAL JUNE 6,1877 
Thomas Daniels of Keene owns an active and healthy 

lamb with seven legs. 
The editor suggests that citizens pass the hat to give the 

Comet Band some more music books. 
Thanks to the red ribbon movement, Lowell's saloons 

have decreased from nine down to five. 
Plans are drawn and construction ready to begin on a 

church for South Boston, gothic in style with a 75-foot steeple. 
The editor was so impressed by Mr. Whittlesey's Decora-

tion Day address that he brings it in full on the front page. 

100 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER JUNE 5,1902 
The Ledger lashes out at "Brer Davy" (Davidson) of the 

Lowell Journal, accusing him of harassing the Village Council 
and publishing unintelligible articles. 

Lowell's A. W. Weekes is seeking re-election to the state 
Senate. 

Clayton Ladner of Vergennes is engaged to both Miss 
Ethel Pasco of Lowell, 1261S. Division, and Miss Essie Joyce 
of Vergennes. 

Village Council orders new sidewalks in view of the $354 
damages it has just paid Hettie Morgan following her fall and 
injuries on a defective sidewalk last winter. 

The fifth and sixth grades of Central School will present 
Longfellow's poem "Hiawatha" in dramatic form as their 
closing exercise, at Train's Hall Monday evening. 

75 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER AND 
THE ALTO SOLO JUNE 9,1927 

The Board of Trade, Board of Education and contributing 
groups sponsor a summer playground activities program with 
two employees to oversee day programs for children and 
evening activities for adults. 

Twenty-eight seniors will receive their diplomas next 
Wednesday evening at City Hall. Two others are not certain 
yet. 

Postmaster N. E. Borgerson urges people to send letters of 
appreciation to Capt. Charles Lindberg in preparation for his 
triumphal reception in Washington DC, following his solo 
flight across the Atlantic in April. 

To save both food and ice, be sure to tighten latches and 
hinges on the refrigerator before warm weather. 

Farmers in 35 states can now receive market reports by 
radio. 

50 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER JUNE 5,1952 
There are 71 seniors who will receive diplomas from C. 

H. Runciman at Commencement tonight. 
Newell toy air guns are a popular item among kids at the 

Mare Island, California military base, according to the Wm. 
Huffmans of Lowell. 

Francis Campau's registered Holstein cow establishes a 
new record in lifetime milk production. 

The new brick Michigan Bell Telephone building on 
Hudson, north of the theatre, will be started next week. 

A deer has been spotted, walking through the Marshall 
garden and Oswald Bieri's farm, both just outside Lowell in 
Vergennes. 

25 YEARS THE GRAND VALLEY LEDGER 
JUNE 9,1977 

The Main Street planters are in place with a tree in each 
one. The Chamber of Commerce has received donations for 
one-half and seeks more. Donor plaques will be placed on 
planters. 

City Council discusses purchase of land for a Main Street-
Gee Drive connector. 

Switching from the well system to the new treated water 
supply on Bowes Road will not be smooth, due to extra-cold 
winter weather and a dry spring, reducing iron-flushing at-
tempts. 

The 14th annual lent meeting week at the comer of US 16 
and the Lowell 1-96 exit, sponsored by area churches, is set 
for the week of June 19. 

A many-page flier from Belding's new Covered Village 
comes with this week's issue. 

http://www.iserv.net/-goodshep
http://www.fbciowell.org
http://www.aplighthouse.com
http://www.stmary-lowell.com
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Knights Donate "Tootsie Roll Drive" Funds 

During their annual Tootsie Roll Drive, the Knights of Columbus collected $525. 
This year's drive was one of the coldest weekends the Knights had to collect, with 
temperatures dropping into the 20's both evenings. Pictured: Joseph Sejat, Grand 
Knight from St. Mary's Council, delivers a check to Pam Thomas, Lowell's director 
of educational support services. 

"The school district is appreciative of the money given to it by the Knights of 
Columbus. The funds will be used to purchase communication devices and computer 
software for special education children with limited communication skills. This dona-
tion will provide a wonderful enhancement to help these children," said Thomas. 

Commission gives YMCA preliminary approval on building site 
By J.N. Boorsma 
Contributing Writer money for the 43,460-square-

foot building it plans to build 
The local YMCA got the at Stoney Lakeside Park. 

ball rolling Tuesday night for Representatives from the 
its capital campaign lo raise YMCA and Parks Construc-

tion presented the Lowell 
Planning Commission a pre-
liminary drawing of the build-
ing, which the commission 

J 

Becky Fletcher-someone you should know 
Becky Fletcher has only been 
employed for 18 months as a 
second shift custodian at 
Cherry Creek, but since she 
moved to Lowell three and a 
half years ago, she's been 
impressed by the value system 
the community and schools 
advocate. Prior to coming to 
Lowell, Becky worked 18 years 
for the Grand Rapids schools 
as lead custodian at Sigsbee 
Elementary School. 

As a mother of two adult chil-
dren and the grandmother of 
three, Becky places high value 

on the Lowell school system where students, parents and teachers 
work together to provide a safe environment for Lowell children. 

Becky feels very strongly that every employee of a school district 
has an impact on a child. Her job title may be "custodian" but she is 
as much a part of a child's education as the teacher in the 
classroom. 

Becky lives her philosophy. She has sources that donate clothing 
and she makes sure they get to needy children. She has used her 
clothing source to make sure a student was appropriately dressed 
for a symphony performance. Becky has supplied birthday treats for 
a student who had none to share with classmates. She rewards stu-
dents who keep their school clean. The list of examples of her gen-
erosity is endless but they all have the same theme-to help children 
feel safe and successful while they are at school. 

Becky would like to trade in her second shift job for one on the first 
shift. Then she could have more of a chance to be in contact with 
students. You see, Becky does more than provide a clean and safe 
building for Lowell students: she makes the school feel like home. 

Her caring for students is a part pf her daily routine. This job is 
more to me than a paycheck. I know I make a difference." 

Becky Fletcher-someone you should know. 

For more information about Lowell Educational Support Personnel, 
call Vickl Fredline at 897-6287. 

approved pending review of a 
final site plan. 

The building, according 
to city manager, David 
Pasquale, falls under the city' s 
public facilities district. Un-
der the ordinance, the build-
ing does meet the require-
ments for setbacks and park-
ing. Missing from the pre-
liminary plan was a landscap-
ing schedule and lighting lay-
out, Pasquale said. 

"My problem with it is 
that basically it sliced in half 
the parcel down there, so that 
any activity on the west side, 
people will have to walk past 
the thing," said commission 
chair, Jim Hall, who was the 
only member to vote against 
the preliminary plans. 

Lowell Township resi-
dent, Kurt Parks, of Parks 
Construction, said earlier 
plans were made to get the 
building to move further west 
to be adjacent to the Lowell 
Light and Power; however, it 
just didn't work out. 

The group has made an 
effort to keep the area as open 

as possible, smoothing out any 
indent to allow people to walk 
around the lake and fish in the 
area. Currently the indent is 
too steep, making it difficult 
for fishing and other activi-
ties. 

Hall said he hadn't seen 
where the group had tried that 
option. YMCA representa-
tives said they would be happy 
to show Hall the other plans 
so he could see why it didn't 
work. 

Commission member, 
John VanderWilp said having 
come from an area in which 
such a facility was a big part 
of the community, he viewed 

the YMCA project as an as-
set for the area. 

"It is a nice new build-
ing for kids in the summer or 
the winter," VanderWilp 
said. 

The commission asked 
that with the final plan, the 
group bring with it the land-
scaping schedule and light-
ing plans; Hall asked for a 
3-D view of the backside of 
the building. 

The people at the meet-
ing indicated that before the 
YMCA could go forward 
with fundraising, it would 
need to have some building 
conceptions in place. 

1 HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

JUNE 6; Daniel Thaler, Jessie 
Stephens, Mark Newhouse. 
JUNE 7: Amber Mettemick, 
April Mettemick, Zachary 
Beachum, Ray Kennedy. 
J U N E 8: Barbara Brown, 
Mark Essich. 
JUNE 9: DimpnaHill Brown, 

Kris t ina Parish, Doris 
Plummer, Josh Felling. 
JUNE 10: Jim Stone, April 
Decker, Courtney Tulppo, 
Gus Geldersma. 
JUNE 11: Joseph Vezino, 
Jeanne Boss,Terri S. Fonger. 
J U N E 12: Benjamin 
Zoodsma, Jenny Engle, Noah 
Green. 

OPEN HOUSE 
Schneider Manor 
Community Room 

Saturday, June 8 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

You are invited to join us in an open house to 
celebrate the completion of our newly remodeled 

Community Room. 
.1. 

We would like to thank the following for 
making this project possible 

Schneider Trust Fund • Lowell Area Community Fund 
Leo Pfaller • Kraig Hayharker 

Jelsma Painting & Decorating • Davis Electric 
Perry Beachum • Canfieid Plumbing • Barb Zandstra 

Joyce Crout • Dick Bewell • Norma Spicer 
Leo Hayharker and Dan Biggs 

Thank you, everything looks great! 
Schneider Manor Board of Directors 
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Fonnmhor opens sizzlin' summer concert series 

Fonnmhor 

By Thaddeus J. Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

Lowel l ' s Showboat 
Sizzlin' Summer Concerts is 
a week away from the start of 
its 10-week musical entertain-
ment gala. 

This year's opening head-
liner is Fonnmhor, a Celtic 
music group with some 
American influences which 
separate them from other 
Celtic groups that have be-
come American entertainers 
with some Celtic influences. 

Fonnmhor recently was 
awarded two 2002 WYCE 
Jammie Awards - the best CD 
of the year and the best world 
music CD. 

Members of the Celtic 

Proposed ordinance allowing 
sandwich-type signs may be considered 
By J.N. Boorsma 
Contributing Writer 

Businesses in the down-
town historic district are try-
ing to attract customers. The 
city is trying to keep the area 
looking nice. 

Arguments are brewing 
over whether or not sand-
wich-board-type signs should 
be allowed in the city's his-
toric downtown. 

Liz Baker, executive di-
rector for the Lowell Area 
Chamber of Commerce, ap-
proached the Lowell Planning 
Commission Tuesday night 
about relaxing the city's sign 
rules, thus allowing the 
downtown merchants to use 
sandwich-board signs. Baker 
came to the planning com-
mission meeting at the en-
couragement of commission 
chair, Jim Hall, who said he 
objected to the "tacky" signs, 
but felt the chamber could 
police its own. 

Zoning inspector, Doug 
Hopkins, who enforces the 
city's sign ordinance, along 
with city manager, David 
Pasquale, said that could be 
difficult. 

The problem lies in the 
fact that Hopkins and the city 
have spent several years get-
ting businesses in compliance 
with the current sign ordi-
nance. By relaxing the rules, 
Hopkins is concerned that 
things could get out of control 
quickly. 

"My worry is this," said 
commission member, Eliza-
beth "B.J." Thompson, "so 
we let the Beaver Store, the 
Dam Store have their sign. So 
the dime store wants one and 
they have their sign. Then next 
we have so and so have a sign 
and pretty soon we have our 
beautiful sidewalks that we 
have spent all this money put-
ting the lighting on and the 
brick in and she is decorating 
them with pumpkins.We've 
got it all loaded with signs and 
junk." 

Thompson said she also 
opposes the signs because they 
impede traffic on the side-
walk - part of the reason the 
signs are currently not al-
lowed. 

"I have a problem with 
having an ordinance, and we 
are going to ignore it," said 

commission member, Clark 
Jahnke. 

Pasquale said the prob-
lem could get complicated if 
there is nothing on the books, 
which could cause businesses 
not in the historic district to 
ask why they can't have such 
signs. 

Baker asked where the 
complaints were coming 
from; Hopkins said from a 
number of sources including 
other business owners who 
have been forced to get in 
compliance. 

The city would need to 
change its ordinance; changes 
would not take effect until 
fall. Baker said she had hoped 
to get something done sooner, 
but she understood the situa-
tion the city faced. 

The planning commis-
sion charged Baker, Pasquale 
and Hopkins with looking 
over an ordinance in Marshall, 
a city with a similar historic 
downtown as Lowell, and to 
come back with some recom-
mendations. Until then, non-
sandwich-board signs will be 
allowed in city limits. 

Save Money with our 
multi-policy discount! 

hen you insure your car and home or mobile home with us, 

through Auto-Owners Insurance Company, we'll save you 

money with their multi-policy 

discount! Mature policyholders can 

earn even greater savings. Contact 

our agency today! 

D A L E T R I P L E T T 

Ruto-Oumers Insurance 
Life Home Car Business 
(Ifie*hioTro6km"¥eop& 

S b e e v l f a l IHSUMNCE MEMCY 

835 W. Main, Lowell 
616-897-9259 

band are Curtis Tramel (vo-
cals, bouzouki , guitars, 
bodhran and other instru-
ments); Natalie Beversluis 
(violin, vocals), Richard 
Koontz (flutes, f i fes and 
bones), Aaron Miller (drums, 
bodhran and percussion), and 
Rick Stubbs (bass and gui-
tar). 

The group will perform 
from 7 until 9 p.m. on Thurs-
day, June 13 on the Riverwalk. 

Legitimate Sound has 
been hired to provide sound 
for this year's shows. 

Lowell Lions Club (brats, 
sloppy joes, barbecued pork, 
pizza) and St. Mary's (plate 

dinner special each week) 
will provide refreshments and 
food. 

The July 4th show will 
be moved to the Lowell Fair-
grounds featuring Alive & 
Well and the Great Lakes 
Band. 

REGULAR 
SCHOOL 

ELECTION 
NOTICE OF REGULAR ELECTION 

OF THE ELECTORS OF 
LOWELL AREA SCHOOLS 

KENT AND IONIA COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 
TO BE HELD 

JUNE 10, 2002 

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT: 

Please Take Notice that the regular election of the school district will be 
held on Monday, June 10, 2002. 

THE POLLS OF ELECTION WILL OPEN 
AT 7 O'CLOCK IN THE MORNING AND 

CLOSE AT 8 O'CLOCK IN THE EVENING. 

At the regular school elction there will be elected two (2) members to 
the board of education of the district for full terms of four (4) years 
ending in 2006. 

THE FOLLOWING PERSONS HAVE BEEN 
NOMINATED TO FILL SUCH VACANCIES: 

Peter Haefner 
Patrick Nugent 

James Van Buren 
Write-in candidates must file a Declaration of Intent 

on or before 4 p.m. Friday, June 7, 2002. 

THE VOTING PLACES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
PRECINCT NO. 1 

Voting Place: Runciman Elementary School, 300 High Street, Lowell, 
Michigan. The first precinct consists of the City of Lowell 
and those portions lying north of the centerline of 
Cascade Road in Cascade and Lowell Townships in Kent 
County, and Boston Township in Ionia County. 

PRECINCT NO. 2 
Voting Place: Old Bowne Township Hall, 8240 Alden Nash Road, Alto, 

Michigan. The second precinct consists of Bowne 
Township in Kent County and Campbell Township in 
Ionia County and those portions lying south of the 
centerline of Cascade Road in Cascade and Lowell 
Townships in Kent County, and Boston Township in Ionia 
County. 

PRECINCT NO. 3 
Voting Place: Vergennes Township Hall, corner of Bailey Drive and 

Parnell Avenue in Vergennes Township. The third 
precinct consists of the Townships of Ada, Cannon, 
Grattan and Vergennes in Kent County, and Keene 
Township in Ionia County. 

All school electors who are registered with the city or township clerk 
of the city or township in which they reside are eligible to vote at this 
election. 

This Notice is given by order of the board of education. 

Patrick Nugent 
Secretary, Board of Education 



The Lowell Ledger -Wednesday, June 5, 2002 - Page 8 

Along Main Street 
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MICHIGAN ARTIST AT RIVERWALK GALLERY 
Kathleen Mooney, a Michigan artist, has an exhibit at the 

Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce through July 12. A 
reception will be held Saturday, June 15 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
The show is called "Fire and Water - Worked Surfaces." Call 
897-9161 for viewing. 

FALLASBURG CUBS ARE REGROUPING 
The Fallasburg Historical Society is looking for people to 

play baseball with the Fallasburg Cubs. Call 897-7161 if you 
are 17 or older and interested in playing organized baseball. 

MUSIC THERAPY CHILDREN'S CAMPS 
The Franciscan Life Process Center will be offering sum-

mer camps both for children with special needs and for their 
siblings. Music, art/crafts and outdoor experiences will be 
included. Call Sister Mary Margaret at 897-7842 ext. 317 to 
find oul dates and to register your children. 

HELP US FIND GRADUATES OF 1972 
Lowell High School class of 1972 will be having a reunion 

on Aug. 3 and need your help in locating the following 

graduates: Pam Erdman, Gordon Desoteii, Elaine Haywood, 
Deb DeVries, Steve McKewin, Warren Judson, Cheryl 
VonEhr, Bob Yalacki and Brian Whittemore. Call Karen Ford 
at 897-7700 for any info, on the listed people or to reserve your 
spot. 

ATHLETIC PHYSICALS 
Athletic physicals for girls, grades 10-12, will be held on 

Wednesday, June 5 from 6:30 - 8 p.m. in the high school locker 
rooms. Bring a physical card with you, filled out and signed 
by a parent for the doctor to complete. 

DEDICATION HELD AT "THE PRESERVE" 
The Lowell Education Foundation and Lowell Area 

Schools will dedicate The Cooper Woodland Preserve on 
Thursday, June 6 at 5:30 p.m. The ceremony will take place at 
The Preserve, just east of Alden Nash on Foreman Rd. There 
is a short hike to the site. The public is invited. 

TOTS ANNUAL PICNIC 
The annual Tots on Track for School Picnic and Bus Ride 

will be held Thursday, June 6 from 11:30 to I p.m. at the 
playground behind Runciman Bldg. Rain location: in the 
gym. Bring a sandwich for you and your child. Drinks and 
dessert will be provided. Call 897-1232 to register for this free 
event. 

LOOKING FOR CLASS OF 1971 MEMBERS 
The Lowell High School class of 1971 is having a reunion 

on Saturday, Aug. 3. Please call Maureen (Kennedy) Kissinger 
(897-8423) if you have any info, on Amy Lake, Sharon or 
Sheila Blossom, Merry Manigold, Matt Musial, Marcia Sandy, 
Dan Krauss, Sue Seese, Jim Richard, Elaine Dykstra, Jack 
Mettenick, Nancy Baldwin or Mary Del Rivette. 

Election, continued... From Page 1 
At a board forum, Nugent, Haefner and Van Buren were ment of curriculum, maintaining and improving the levels of 

asked to: student achievement, finances, and growth management. 

Identify the critical issues facing the district. Van Buren: Declining operating funds, identifying dif-
ferent ways to fund education, new ideas to better help Lowell 

Nugent: The number one issue the district currently faces compete, establishing programs which will help bring stu-
is hiring a new chief (superintendent). Others are improve- dents into district educational excellence. 

H E L P W A N T E D 
SUMMERTIME POSITIONS • FULL TIME 

DUTIES INCLUDE: 
Cleaning & servicing equipment; deliver, instruct 
& pick up equipment, general care of premises 

YOU NEED: 
To have a good driving record, be able to 

load heavy equipment, have basic 

understanding of small engines. 

Please apply at L&A Rent-All 
or call Kris Clore at 897-8451 

P A R E N T . ALL 2401 W. Main 
Lowell, Ml 49331 

WOODED HILLTOP ESTATES 

• Secluded, wooded 2-5 acre homesites 
• Private gated community 
• 2 acre park 
• 19 homesites on 61 wooded acres 
• Choose your own builder 

/ Grand River Dr. 

O^PhuiA O^PhuiA 
7 I Emery Dr. 

/ C 

1 ! 
f t 

N 
1-96 

Minutes from I-96, 
9mitetoSo(iBeltline, 
and only 22 minutes from 
M o w n Grand Rapids 

Grand Rapids Real Estate 
Hansen/Breuker Team 

616.878.7170 

Haefner: School funding, growth, leadership (superin-
tendent search) and working toward the benefit of the district. 

Profile of new superintendent: 

Van Buren: Dynamic, someone who gets along with 
people, and who knows how the system works in regards to 
funding. 

Haefner: Lowell needs someone who has experience in 
the educational field, is driven by challenge and who can lead 
the community and the district into the future. 

Nugent: An educational leader with leadership skills, a 
visionary, someone who can position Lowell for the present 
and future, able to make things happen and move Lowell to 
the next level, maintain community relations with public, and 
provide curriculum oversight. 

What makes a good board? 

Nugent: Sustainable board leadership,working in an en-
vironment of trust so that board members feel they can speak 
out, and that it reflects the community' s values, has a common 
vision and set of goals. 

Van Buren: One that has a common goal and mission, 
and diversity - board members with expertise in different 
areas. 

Haefner: Accountability, brings about results, works 
together toward the betterment of district and community, a 
common mission, and works together to educate kids the best 
it can. 

What experience do you bring to the school board: 

Van Buren: 1 have experience in industry which I would 
, bring to the board, bringing different ideas to the board which 
others have not necessarily been trained to do. 

Haefner: I bring financial knowledge and expertise to the 
table and I'm committed to helping the Lowell community. 

Nugent: I am proud of my board experience and of the 
current board's record. I have experience in education (have 
taught nine years at West Catholic High School) - I live 
education every day, and T m dedicated to the Lowell commu-
nity. 

WORKSHOP/LUNCH ON HEALTH INSURANCE 
An informational workshop on Health Insurance and 

Long-Term Care will be held at the Lowell Area Chamber of 
Commerce on Thursday, Junq 6 at noon. Seating is limited; 
call Speerstra Insurance at 897-9259 to RSVP. 

CALLING ALL PAST/PRESENT 
GIRLS TRACK PARTICIPANTS 

There will be a gathering of girls track participants, past 
and present, on Sunday, June 9 from 2-4 p.m. at the LHS track 
(weather permitting) to recognize coach Kathy Talus. Held in 
LP AC if inclement weather. RSVP to 897-0532. 

A COMMUNITY FAREWELL TO 
LOWELL'S SUPERINTENDENT 

Lowell Area Schools and the Lowell Education Founda-
tion will host a community farewell for Bert Bleke on Thurs-
day, June 20 at 7 p.m. at Lowell High School. Tickets are $3 
to attend the dessert reception and program and are available 
at all school buildings as well as at the central office through 
June 14. Call Pinky McPherson at 897-7203 to reserve your 
spot. A Book of Letters will be put together for Bert; if you 
would like to contribute (1)8 1/2x11 page, send it to Rose 
Hartley at the central office, 300 High St. by June 14. 

PICK UP YOUR APPLICATION 
FOR JULY 4 PARADE 

The Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce is accepting 
applications for entries in the July 4 parade. Boats, bands, 
animals, cars; kids, decorate your bikes and join in. Call Liz 
at 897-9161 for an application. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE STOCK MARKET 
Edward Jones Investments will offer a program on June 

13 from 6-7 p.m. at 2050 W. Main. Chris Godbold, represen-
tative, will talk about the "bull market." Call 987-9515 to 
register or for more information. 

Van Buren: I've viewed different districts, I 'm open-
minded, easy to approach and would be available to talk to 
those 1 serve, and I can help provide direction for the district. 

Do you have an agenda? 

Haefner: Just continuous improvement. 

Nugent: Educational excellence and financial integrity. 

Van Buren: Fairness in representation, continuing the 
programs that have worked in the past, and bringing to light 
different ideas. 

Involvement in other organizations and community 
civic groups: 

Nugent: I 'm a member of the FFA alumni, president of 
the Grattan Historical Society, planning member of the day 
bridge walk festivities in Grattan and active in St. Patrick's 
Church. 

Haefner: I'm the past president of the Lowell Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and I am active in the Lowell Area 
Historical Museum. 

Van Buren: I've been in the Lowell community for four 
years. While in the city of Wyoming, I was involved in the 
Jaycees, helped start up a Big Brothers program, raised funds 
to establish E-units for Wyoming and the Grand Rapids 
Police Departments, helped raise money to establish bum 
centers, and helped create an advisory center for poison 
control. 

What differentiates you from the other candidates 
running for the school board? 

Haefner: I have spent 12 years working in municipal 
government finance. I've worked with the Wyoming state 
auditor; the city of Muskegon on burglary issues. I also bring 
an auditing and consulting perspective. 

Van Buren: I offer different ideas and a different 
perspective - from a business sense of mind. With academies, 
charter schools and parochial schools, Lowell is competing 
with other schools. It's no longer just education, but the 
business of education. Schools have to compete as a business 
- and identify different methods of funding. I will push for a 
plan which tells where we want to be in 10 years, so that when 
change is necessary it will be more of an adjustment/natural 
t ing than a hardship. A 10-year plan gives you parameters. 

Nugent: 1 have a better understanding of school issues 
than when 1 started four years ago. I have lived in Lowell all 
my lite and am a graduate of Lowell High School. My 
experience on the board provides me with a look at what's 
going on in the school district. 
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Lowell suspect arrested in kidnapping attempt 
By Thaddeus J. Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

A 17-year-old suspect from Lowell was arrested Friday 
in Lowell Charter Township on charges of attempted kidnap-
ping. 

Kent County Sheriff Department patrol units responded to 
an attempted kidnapping complaint on Burroughs Street, SE 
near Chloe (private street). 

A 10-year-old girl and her seven-year-old brother were 
out near the street when the suspect stopped and exited the 
vehicle. 

According to the report, he approached the young boy, 
reaching out and commenting, "Get in the car." The boy ran 
away crying and the girl left yelling for help. 

A neighbor involved with Neighborhood Watch had 
already made a call to the Sheriffs Department on a suspi-
cious vehicle being in the area. Before patrol units could reach 
the area, another citizen called injabout a vehicle stuck in a 
ditch with a description that matched the broadcast put out on 
an attempted kidnapping incident. 

The Michigan State police were first to locate the suspect 
with his vehicle. 

After conducting an investigation, the subject was ar-
rested for the kidnapping offense. 

The suspect admitted to being under the influence of 
hallucinogenic mushrooms. 

Information on the suspect is being withheld until his 
arraignment in 63rd District Court, Cascade. 

Project turns 
service-related 
for 8th-graders 

It started out as an ad-
vocacy project in Mr. 
Christian's eighth grade 
reading class. Kristen 
McAlpine and Katelynn 
Zuiderveen decided to re-
search developmental dis-
abilities as their topic area 
and then sought out ser-
vice-related opportunities, 
to roll up their sleeves and 
get involved. They volun-
teered for a day to help out 
at Special Olympics this 
year, hosted by Calvin Col-
lege. 

The girls then became 
aware of an interesting 
meeting about a start-up 
program uniting horses 
with special needs chil-
dren, called Therapeutic 
Horseback Riding. The 
girls attended the meeting, 
sponsored by the YMCA, 
and learned about the ben-
efits for special needs chil-
dren, from those having 
physical and mental im-
pairments to emotional im-
pairments. Therapeutic 
horseback riding can 
strengthen muscle groups in 
the body, offers opportuni-
ties for bonding, and con-
necting with both the animal 
and the volunteers working 
with them. It also promotes 
the building of self-confi-
dence and a sense of accom-
plishment of the special needs 
child, in learning to safely 
manage a large animal while 
in a supported environment. 

Katelynn and Kristen dis-
tributed applications and in-
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Several issues on commission's 
special meeting docket 

Pictured above, from left to right, are Jamie Christians 
(8th-grade reading teacher), Katie McAlpine and Katelynn 
Zuiderveen. 

By J.N. Boorsma 
Contributing Writer 

Next Monday night, the 
Lowell Planning Commission 
plans to tackle changes in the 
residential floor area and a 
developer's variance request. 

The commission voted to 
hold a special meeting June 
10 to review recommenda-
tions about the ordinance 
changes when Sundry also 
asked about variances on its 
rezoning request at the end of 
a two-hour public hearing 

Having just received the 
requests, the commission and 
city staff had not had time to 
review what Sundry was ask-
ing. 

Sundry is seeking several 
variances for the upper por-
tion of its property at 751 
Grindle, known as the Phillips 
property, to proceed with con-
struction on that site. The site 
would contain nine homes 
under the current zoning of 
suburban residential. The 
variances include waiving of 

public water and sewer; that 
extending the maximum dead 
end road length; amending 
minimum typical pavement 
cross section to allow for 22-
foot surface with valley gut-
ters; waiving of sidewalks; and 
amending street lighting to 
allow each homeowner to fur-
nish and place a light at the 
entrance point of their drive-
way. 

The planning commission 
will review the requests and 
make a recommendation to 
the Zoning Board of Appeals 
which has set a public hearing 
on the matter for June 17 at 
the city council 's regular 
meeting. 

The commission decided 
to add the Sundry request, 
which would normally have 
been presented at the regular 
June planning commission 
meeting, June 24, since it was 
already meeting on the issues 
of the city's definition of resi-
dential area floor space, and 

proposed suburban residen-
tial and residential R-l dis-
trict changes. 

Building inspector, Doug 
Hopkins noticed that the resi-
dential floor area require-
ments did not match with the 
building code. He believes 
the definition was more for 
commercial use, thus he rec-
ommended that the city use 
the building code as the stan-
dard. 

Commission member, 
John VanderWilp has been 
reviewing floor areas for 
suburban residential and resi-
dential R-1, following a pro-
posal made by Sundry De-
velopment which had him 
take a look at the size of 
houses in his area and the 
city. VanderWilp plans to 
make recommendat ions 
about changes in the floor 
area for those districts. 

The commission special 
meeting is at 7 p.m. 

formation to special educa-
tion teachers in the district 
who teach children, ages 8-
14. The girls agreed to post 
fliers for volunteers (must be 
14 years or older) for the ses-
sion that will run Aug. 19-24 
at Camp Manitou-Lin. As 
many as three volunteers per 
rider can be required depend-
ing upon the child's physical 
needs. The girls also put up 
posters around the school and 
are asking all middle 
schoolers to join in, by bring-
ing in empty pop cans and 

bottles. Redeemed funds will 
go towards buying needed 
supplies to help get the pro-
gram up and running. The 
program needs lumber to build 
a wheelchair ramp, English 
tack and saddles, gel pads and 
helmets, to list a few. Dona-
tions from the community of 
equipment, supplies or vol-
unteer time would be wel-
comed. For more information 
contact Ardith T urpin. Horse-
manship director, at 795-9163 
ext. 227. 

Family Dentistry & Braces 
Todd Gillan, D.D.S. 

Quality Dental Care 
For You & Your Family 

• We Welcome New Patients 

• Early Morning & Evening 

Appointments Available 

• We Cater To Cowards 

• Free Evaluation For Braces 

(across from Family Fare Shopping Plaza) 897-8491 
2186 W. Main • Lowell t NOTASPCCUUST 

1 
CHEVROLET B U I C K 
12W W. Main,Lowell 897-9294 

Is Your Source For Top Quality 6N Vehicles From: 
Or check out, 

Thomet's online at: 
gmbuypower.com 

or email us at: 
$.thomet@inetmail.atLnet "Most Dependable, Longestrlasting 

Trucks on the Road" 

B U I C K * 

It 's AU Good " 

A Great Selection 
Of Used Cars& -

Trucks & New Car Trades 

Also SeeJUs For 

Authorized GM 

Parts & Service 

2.5 TON AIR CONDITIONING PACKAGE 
Installed to your existing ductwork. 

$1,450.00 
Offer Expires 6/30/2002 

(tax Included) 
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Women's Club 
Fuels this Boat 

Lowell Women's Club outgoing president, Betty 
Yeiter (2000-02), far right, and incoming president, 
Kathryn DenHouter (2002-04), second from the left, 
present checks to the Lowell YMCA, the Flat River 
Outreach Ministries, Lowell Area Fire Department 
and the Lowell Area Historical Museum. The Lowell 
Women's Club made a $1,000 donation to YMCA 
executive director. Will Welsh; $1,000 to Roger 
LaWarre, Flat River Outreach Ministries; $500 to 
Judy Straub, executive director of the Lowell Area 
Historical Museum; and $100 to Frank Martin, fire 
chief of the Lowell Area Fire Department. Lowell 
Women's Club spokesperson, Marj Harding said the 
club also awarded $3,900 in scholarships to Lowell 
High School senior girls. 

Museum Earns 
Community 

Achievement Award 

The Lowell Area Historical Museum was selected for a 
Michigan Week 2002 Community Achievement Award. 
The award is given to a community or community project 
that brings together a number of people or clubs and 
societies to accomplish something that could not be done 
by smaller groups. The museum received one of six awards 
that were given out in the state of Michigan. 

Michigan Week is a unique annual celebration that 
began in 1954 and quickly became the largest mobiliza-
tion of grass roots boosters trumpeting Michigan as a 
wondrous place to work and live. This year's theme is 
Michigan Week 2002: Celebrating Michigan's Diversity. 

Accepting the award from Marge Greiner, left, of the 
Michigan Historical Society, on behalf of the city of 
Lowell were Judy Straub, executive director for the mu-
seum; Liz Baker, executive director of Lowell Area Cham-
ber of Commerce; Jeanne Shores, mayor of Lowell; and 
Dave Pasquale, city manager of Lowell. The award was 
presented during a luncheon reception sponsored by the 
Marshall Rotary Club at Win Schuler's restaurant. 

In 
COMPLETE FAMILY DENTAL CARE 

Accepting New Patients "Gentle & Painless 
Dentistry Is Our Goal" 

COMPLETE SERVICES: 
Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults 
Immediate Emergency Treatment 
Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening 
Preventive Care 
Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired 
Dentures (Same Day Repair) 
Insurance Plans Accepted 
Day & Evening Hours: 

Monday 1 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Thursday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

J u d d T. Carroll , D .M.D 
1 0 3 K a s t M a i n • L o w e l l , I V l i c l i i g a u 

i r > ) S M 7 - 7 S M S 

tik A N I M A L H O S P I T A L 
OF LOWELL 

1 1 6 1 0 E. F u l t o n S t . 

^ Bruce Langlols, D.V.M. 
FAMILY PET PRACTICE 

k l 

Evenings & Saturday Hours Available 
• Early Drop Off & House Calls 
• 24 Hour Emergency Service 

* Science Diet Pet Foods 
• Boarding & Grooming 

• Sick or Injured Animals 
Seen The Same Day 

Call 897-8484 
r 
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Garage Sales 
UST POSTED! 

ANNUAL MURRAY LAKE 
GARAGE SALE 

Sat., June 8. Lakewide - don't miss 
these addresses: 4140 Causeway 
Dr., 2 family sale; 3785 Causeway 

Dr. - many misc. items; Moving 4237 
Bedaki, 2 countertop refrigerators, 

$30 each; chest freezer, $100; 
Rubbermaid storage shed, $75; 8 
1/2 hp snowblower w/elec. start, 

$500; 1997 Pontoon, $9,000; 
Moving 3819 Causeway Dr. -

Paddleboat, stereo system, dining 
table, wood barrel w/motor fan, 
water filter system, many misc. 

household items. 

GARAGE SALE 
Fri. & Sat., June 7 & 8, 9-4 p.m. 

520 Lincoln Lake. 

YARD SALE 
11345 Shiela St., Key Heights, 

Thurs., June 6, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. A little 
bit of everything. 

pgs 

• 

BOOKS FOR SALE 
over 200 selections, magazines 

also. Daily 1-5 pm., 
13416 Grand River Dr. 

MULTI-FAMILY SALE 
1640 & 1701 Faith Drive, June 6, 7,8; 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Men's, women's, boys, 

girls clothes, housewares, jewelry, 
books, videos, toys, children's furniture 

& bikes. 

MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE 
proceeds to benefit local nonprofit 4-
H Club. To be held Friday, June 14 

from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Located off M-
21 & Pinckney at 9260 Centerline. 

New & gently used books, 
baby/youth/adult clothing, household, 
glassware & more, items starting at 

50c, making everything priced to sell. 

HUGE BARN SALE 
June 6 & 7, Thursday & Friday, 7AM 

- 6 PM. Antiques, collectables, 
records, household items, bar stools, 
furniture, clothing, wheelchair, bikes, 
tools, pipe vice, lawn spreader, small 

3-phase air compressor, Nordic 
Track, stair stepper, golf clubs, 1985 
Buick Riviera, 1996 GMC Conversion 
van and many miscellaneous items. 5 
miles north of Saranac, M-21, corner 

1692 N. Hawley Hwy. Joan 
Feuerstein, Pam Vroman, Penny 

Rosema - FANTASTIC BARGAINSI 
NO PRESALES!! 

PORCH SALE 
Quilt fabrics, books, sewing supplies, 

old linens, jewelry, cassette tapes, 
cigar boxes, exercise bike. Spaulding 
table-tennis table $75.00 firm; green 
living room chair, $40.00. Much more. 
June 6,7 & 8.9-5 p.m. - 621 Hawley 
Hwy.,Saranac (4 1/2 miles north, first 

place past Bowen Road). 

GARAGE SALE 
Friday and Saturday, June 7th and 8th, 

9-3 p.m., 374 Sagamore Trail. 
Furniture, household items, lots of 

baby items, girls and boys clothes 0-5T 
and adult clothing. 

GARAGE SALE 
Thurs., Fri., Sat., June 6-7-8,1821 

Spaulding Ave., G.R. & 1850 
Spaulding on Fri. & Sat., June 7 & 8f 

9 to 5 p.m. Furniture, 7 yr. crib, misc.. 
pickup cap. 

.VARY CHURCH GARAGE SALE 
across from Lowell's Burger King. 

Thursday June 6,9-5 and Friday, June 
7,9-2. Great stuff at the best prices. 
Toys, infant & toddlers car seats, our 
collectibles, your treasures. FRIDAY 

NOON - 2: everything goes CHEAPER. 
Bring a friend & seel 

HUGE 7 FAMILY SALE 
Bargains galorel 179 Liberty (behind 

Adgates), Saranac. June 6 & 7, 
8-5 p.m. 

(ALLEYWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD 
ANNUAL GARAGE SALE 

June 7 -8, 9-? Take Jackson north to 
Grindle and then follow the signs to 

Valleywood. 

IPOILED ROTTEN CHILDREN TOO 
BIG FOR THEIR BRITCHES AND 
EVERYTHING ELSE! THIS IS THE 

ONE YOU'VE WAITED FOR and the 
one you'll tell your friends about 
THE MOTHER LODEI You will not 

be disappointed! Tons of Beautiful 
name brand and designer childrens 

clothes in excellent condition: 
Gymboree, Limited Too, Place, Gap, 
Mudd, Disney Store, Old Navy, etc. 
Gorgeous baby boy/girl clothes. 

Lots of little girls 5-7, pre-teen and 
teen "Cool Clothes." Adults too! 
Baby furniture & equip., toys. My 
Size Barbie, kitchen set, bikes, 
housewares, vintage furniture, 

couch, chairs, end tables, king bed, 
old/unique treasures. Antiques. 
12011 72nd St. (corner of Alden 

Nash), Alto. Follow signs. Thurs., 
Fri. Sat., June 6,7, & 8.9-6. Rain or 

shine. 

HUGE POLE BARN SALE 
Infant to 9 year girls clothing, men's 
and women's clothing, baby items, 

sporting goods, office, kitchen, 
games, toys, too many things to men-
tion. Don't miss this one. Friday and 

Saturday, June 7-8, 9:00 till 4:00. 
10443 Portland Rd., (52nd St.) Just 

SE of Jimmy's Grill. 

HUGE MOVING SALE 
It all needs to go! Boy & girl triplets! 

Name brand, many brand new. Little 
Tikes, Fisher Price, Carters, 

Oshkosh preemie to 14. Tons of 
men's stuff, tools, tool boxes, car 

parts, misc. '80 3/4 T. Dodge, snow-
mobile, Massey Fergeson tractor, 
plow & tiller, windows, refrigerator, 

kitchen table w/hutch, etc. Too much 
to list. Rain or shine. Sat. 6/8, Sun. 
6/9,9-? 887 N. Marble Rd. (Lincoln 

Lk. N. To Fallasburg Park Dr. to 
McPherson, left on Marble, approx 4 

mi. beyond park). 

VALLEY VISTA 
COMMUNITY WIDE YARD SALE 

Friday, June 7th and Saturday, June 
8th, 9 am. to 5 pm. Bake sale at the 

office Friday only. 

Please 
Remember! 
In the City of Lowell 
Signs should not be 

placed on any post or 
City right-of-way; which 

includes between the 
sidewalk 8 street. Signs 

should be posted on 
private property. 

GARAGE SALE -
1297 Jane Ellen, June 6,7 & 8, 9 to 

whenever. Baby stuff, adult and baby 
clothes, toys and household items. 

LIL'RED BARN SALE 
4 interior designer "wannabees" are 

selling their treasures! Antiques, 
shabby chic furniture, oak china cabi-

net, tables, bed frames, wicker, 
chairs, brass bed, old sinks, clawfoot 

tubs, old windows, linens, lamps, 
frames, shelves, handmade soap, 
topiaries, pictures, pillows, mirrors, 
and much misc. 12795 Burroughs 
NE, 2 miles N. of Lowell off Lincoln 

Lake Rd., Fri. and Sat., June 7 & 8, 9 
to 3. No early sales. 

MULTI FAMILY SALE 
Valley Vista Trailer Park, Lot 27, June 

7 & 8, New and used items, 1970 
Trailer, sleeps 4-5, great condition; 
kids toys. Lots of baby items, baby 

wipes warmer, porcelain dolls, kitch-
en items, waffle maker, grilled cheese 

maker, misc. 

MULTI-FAMILY SALE 
Tons of kids name brand clothing, 
boys & girls 0-6, Gap, Gymboree, 

Children's Place; car seat. Little Tikes 
toys, household items. Fri., June 7 & 
Sat., June 8, 9-? 3817 Murray View. 

SALE 
June 8,9-3 p.m. 204 Lincoln Lake; 
corner of Chatham & Lincoln Lake. 

Resource books for teachers & home 
schoolers, clothing, air conditioner, 

books, misc. 

ALTO GARAGE SALE 
Thurs. & Fri., June 6 & 7, 9-? 11353 

60th St., west off M-50, Antiques, 
furniture, books, misc. computer & 

auto., toys and clothes. 

MULTI-FAMILY SALE 
June 6 & 7,9-5 p.m. 3516 Quiggle, off 

36th St. Children's clothes, toys, 
household, window a/c; furniture. 

To The Editor, 
continued.. •From pg. 5 

I really don't think the 
kids at Cherry Creek Elemen-
tary School are paying that 
close attention. I believe there 
are a couple of parents out 
there with a bit too much time 
on their hands. I seriously 
doubt that principal, Maureen 
Dorough just woke up one 
morning and said, "You know 
we really need to change the 
names of the parties." I be-
lieve she has a few more im-
portant things on her plate. 

To the parents that find 
these party themes so offen-
sive, please lighten up. You 
are in a very small minority 
and you can't expect every-
one at the school to accom-
modate your vision of how it 
should be. Why don't you 
ask your children what they 
think about the party names 
and themes? If both you and 
your children find them so 
offensive, then perhaps you 
should keep them home those 
days or - better yet, move! I 
hear this political correctness 
rubbish is rampant in Califor-
nia. 

Whether you agree with 
me or not, please take a mo-
ment and write a letter to prin-
cipal, Maureen Dorough and 
cc: the interim superintendent 
of schools Jim White. En-
courage your kids to write 
too. To me this is a very 
controversial subject and Ms. 
Dorough really needs some 
response from the "majority" 
of the community before 
implementing these changes. 

Her address is: 
Principal Maureen Dorough 
Cherry Creek Elementary 
12675 Foreman Rd. 
Lowell, MI 49331 

Interim Superintendent 
of Schools 
Jim White 
300 High Street 
Lowell, MI 49331 

Thanks, 
Ed Hawks 

Letters, Letters, 
Letters, Letters 

'J ^ • : • V 

• M 

The Lowell Ledger 

welcomes all "Letters to 

the Editor*' for publica-

tion on its "Viewpoint" 

page. Letters can be typed 

or written. However, we 

ask that they do not exceed 

one written page or one 

typed, double-spaced 

page. 

"Letters to the Editor" 

should be sent to the Low-

ell Ledger, 105 N. Broad-

way, P.O. Box 128, Low-

ell, MI 49331 or emailed 

to: ledgerbgl@aol.com. 

Letters must be signed and 

please include a phone 

number when emailing. 

Editing may be neces-

sary for space, clarity and 

to avoid obscenity, libel or 

invasion of privacy. 

The Lowell Ledger 

thanks you in advance for 

your cooperation. 

V , 

mailto:ledgerbgl@aol.com
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COMING 
LOWELL AREA ARTS 
COUNCIL: Open lues., 
Wed. & Fri.: noon - 5 p.m.; 
Thurs.: noon -7 p.m.; Sat., 
1-4 p.m. 149 S. Hudson. 

WED., JUNE 5: Athletic 
physicals for girls grades 
10-12 from 6:30-8 p.m. in 
high school locker rooms. 
Bring completed physical 
card signed by a parent. 

THURS., JUNE 6: 
Vergennes Cooperative 
Club meeting at 1 p.m. at 
Schneider Manor. Program 
by Jody Haybarker from 
Flat River Outreach Minis-
tries: bring items for Food 
Pantry. 

THURS., JUNE 6: TOTS 
annual picnic and bus ride, 
from 11:30 -1 p.m. in play-
ground behind Runciman 
Bldg. Call 897-1232 to reg-
ister for this free event. 
Bring sandwich for you and 
your child. In case of rain, 
held in the gym. 

THURS., JUNE 6: Work-
shop/lunch at noon at 
Chamber of Commerce of-
fice on Health Insurance/ 
Long-term Care issues. 
Call Speerstra Insurance at 
897-9259 to register. 

THURS., JUNE 13: Ed-
ward Jones Investments: 

stock market info. 6-7 p.m. 
at 2050 W. Main. Call 987-
9515 to register. 

EVERY THURS. - St. 
Mary's Pregnancy Crisis 
Center, 402 Amity St., non-
denominational help for 
pregnant women and ado-
lescents at the school: 11 
a.m. - 3 p.m.; Mondays: 
5:30-8 p.m. 897-9393. 

FIRST THURS.: 4-H 
drama club meetings at 
Lowell Middle School choir 
room. 897-1502 after 5 p.m. 

FIRST AND THIRD 
THURS.: The Alto Lions 
Club meets at Bowne Cen-

ter Fellowship Hall, corner 
of 84th & M-50 (Alden 
Nash) at 7 p.m. 

EVERY 2ND THURS.: 
N.A.R.F.E. meets 1:30 p.m. 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
2700 E. Fulton. 

EVERYTHURS.: Saranac 
Community and Area Mu-
sic Makers at Saranac High 
School. Choir: 6:30 - 7:30 
p.m.; Band: 7:30-8;15p.m. 
Call Kathy at 642-6316/ 
897-5981 for info. 

EVERY 2ND THURS.: 
VFW #8303 Ladies Auxil-
iary meets at 3 p.m. at 

VFW Clubroom, 307 E. 
Main. No Bingo. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
Parents Supporting Par-
ents-support group at 
Franciscan Life Process 
Center offers topics and 
discussion for parents of 
children all ages. Call 897-
7842 for time. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
Royal Arch Masons regu-
lar meeting at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Lowell Masonic Cen-
ter, 119 Lincoln Lake, 
Lowell. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
LaLeche League of Ada, 
Cascades Lowell 6:30p.m. 
for socializing; meeting 7 
p.m. Mother to mother sup-
port for pregnant & 
breastfeeding women. 
Nursing children welcome. 
Ada church.Call 752-8300. 

THIRD FRI.: All players & 
listeners; Join Nick & Patti 
at The New Riverview, M-
21 E. of Lowell, for a "Folk 
Music" session, 7:30 p.m. 
- ? Call 897-0099 Nick or 
897-9948 Lyle. 

A D V E R T I S E 
IN THE 

LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
„ , $ 0 6 0 4s Low as PERWE 

Call 897 -9261 % A 
• - r: 

Custom 
Service, 

<40 Just 
\ For You! 

897-8106 
617-1862 Q U J I E S U H T O N 

m m : Country Hills 
2050 W. Main St. • Suite C, Lowell 

• Each officc independently owned and operated 

1 5 % Discount For Seniors 
Evenings & Saturday 

Morning Available 
PUPPY/KITTEN BATHS 

M O (6 mo. or younger) 

(616)794-9614 
10 minutes North of Lowell 

10 minutes South of Belding 

MIKA 
MEYERS 
BECKETT 
& JONES 

PLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Durkee Lumber, 
Inc. 

Lumber and Building Materials 

868-6026 
6071 Depot St. 

Alto, Ml 

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING 
New Homes * Replacements 
Upgrades • Conversions Etc. 

rctk. Inc. 0 1 
1301 Bowes Rd., Lowell, Ml 49331 

P h j j n ^ g g M i a ^ 

117 West Main Street 

Lowell, MI 49331 
(616) 897-3111 

Ross A. Leisman 

Daniel C. Brubaker 

MAY specials IFREE1/2H0UR 

MASSAGE PANTS 
3 « 1 gso 

v 

* 

POLO 
SHIRTS 3 / *? 5 0 

W 

B r i n g 
in 6 

sh i r ts 
p a y 

for 5 

CURTIS CLEANERS 
SHIRT LAUNDRY • TUX RENTAL 

• New Patients Only 
• Certified Massage 

Therapist 
• Doctor Supervised 

Auto Injury, Neck 
And Back Pain Relief 
All Insurance Accepted 

DOCTORS 
CHIROPRACTIC 

897-4999 

:V::r 

Advertise in this 
space for only 

^ P E R WEEK 

Call 897-9261 

Noon Tire 
STEVE 
NOON 

11930 E.Fulton (M-21) 
Lowell, MI 49331 

Deal ing 
In M o s t 
B r a n d s [flfi 897-5925 

CUMBERLAND 
Retirement Village 

o f L o w d l 

Independent Apartments 
Assisted Living 

Alzheimer's Care 
11535 E.Fulton 

Lowell, MI 49331 

(616) 897-8413 

f Cc-le-WfiOAy BO-IOOAJ 
BOUQUETS FOR ANY OCCASION: 
• BIRTHDAY • ANNIVERSARY 

• THANK YOU • GET WELL 
... You Name 

Also will do - v ' J -
bouquets for tables V ^ \ ^ u 

for weddings, ' 
showers & parties. 

8 * 7 7 - 6 7 7 7 
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Rams rock Lowell in baseball district semifinal 
By Thaddeus J Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

Riding a four-game winning streak, Lowell's baseball 
team entered district play on Saturday with momentum. 

it left Greenville (district site) disappointed by its perfor-
mance in an 8-2 loss to Rockford in the semifinals. 

Lowell's chances of victory unraveled with seven errors. 
''What makes it hard to stomach is that we'd been playing well 

< 
F R E E G O L F F O R S E N I O R S 

55 years and over - cart additional charge 

W i t h p u r c h a s e o f $S.OO Cof fee & R o l l 

Mon. & "Hies, before 10 a.m.* 

1-616-794-0520 

Double R Ranch Resort & Golf 

4424 Whites Bridge Rd., Belding, Ml 48809 

excludes holidays s www.doublerranch.com I • CAUIUUCO nwiiuayo • • • o 

defensively and hitting the ball well over the last four games 
of the regular season," Lowell baseball coach, Tim Antel 
explained. "You just can't make that many mistakes against a 
team as solid as Rockford." 

Both clubs rapped out eight hits. Six of the Rams' eight 
runs were unearned. 

Brad Eldridge (9-4) pitched the entire game. "For as many 
pitches as he was forced to throw because of errors. Brad 
minimized what Rockford could have done to us," said Antel. 
"Rockford made plays and we threw the ball all over the 
place." 

With the loss, the Red Arrows finished their season at 17-

13. 
Lowell centerfielder, Bill Harrison and Eldridge each 

were awarded post-season honors. 
Both Red Arrows were named to the O-K White honor-

able mention all-conference team. Harrison was also invited to 
represent the O-K White in the John Bos All Star game on June 

\3. 
In nonconference action leading up to Saturday's district 

game, Lowell defeated Hastings 12-1 and Byron Center 8-3. 
Brad Eldridge picked up his ninth win of the year as he 

limited Hastings to one run on four hits while striking out 
seven and walking one. 

Andrew Benedict and Adam Kuzmin each collected two 
hits and scored two runs against the Saxons. Benedict also 
swiped two bases and knocked in a run. Eldridge had one hit 
but tallied four RBI. 

In its win over Byron Center, Lowell used the strength of 
four arms in defeating the Bulldogs. Ryan Nugent started with 
Brian White, Adam Kuzmin and Wade Gilchrist pitching in 
relief. Kuzmin got the win. All the Red Arrow hurlers pitched 
two innings. 

WE SHIP UPS 
Just bring your prepackaged & addressed boxes into 

our office. 
(JPS picks up each day at 4 p.m. 
No PO Box or AFB addresses. 

T h e L o w e l l L e d g e r 

L 105 N. B r o a d w a y • 8 9 7 - 9 2 6 1 ^ 

\ 

USINESS 
ADVERTISEL 

IN THE 

LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY I 

/. . $ £ * 6 0 
/ > S L O W a S O PERWEEK I 

C a l l 8 9 7 - 9 2 6 1 M 

• • i 

• 'v > '-* > 4 

QUALITY TAX SERVICE, INC. 
2 1 6 E . M a i n S t . , L o w e l l 

( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 7 6 6 8 

A CORPORATE, BUSINESS 

& PERSONAL TAX PREPARATIONS 

& BUSINESS START-UP & CONSULTING 

& PAYROLL AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

HOURS: 
MON - FRI 9 AM • 6 P M • SATURDAYQ AM - 1 PM 

Complele 
Machine Shop 

Service 

h o w b o a t 

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC. 

6 1450 W. Main St., Lowell, Ml sSi 

T . ( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 9 2 3 1 « © 

HOURS: MON • FRI 8-7; SAT 8-5:30; SUN 9-3 @2 

k 

S T O R M Z A N D A S P H A L T 
M A I N T E N A N C E 

Paving 
Cut & Replace Patching 
Seal Coating with Sand 

Hot Rubber Crack Repair 
Striping 

Parking Lots & Driveways 
Licensed & Insured 

10 Years Experience 
616) 897-9872 Free Estimates 

B I L L W H E E L E R 
C e r t i f i e d P u b l i c 

A c c o u n t a n t 

* ' avT*''* m,chigan 
103 Riverside Dr. 

Lowell, Michigan 

49331 

6 1 6 - 8 9 7 - 7 7 1 1 

Thomet 
Chevrolet BUICK 

SERVICE HOURS B-8 

B u y l i f e i n s u r a n c e a n d s a v e 

o n y o u r h o m e a n d ca r . 

1 
hen you buy your life insurance f rom us 

t h r o u g h Au to -Owner s Insurance, you'll 

receive special d iscounts on your home , 

mobile h o m e or car insurance. 

We'll save you money. As an 

independen t Au to -Owner s agent, 

we take great interest in 

you - as well as your h o m e and 

car. We are specialists 

in insuring people and the -

things they own . 

sAuto-Ownert tmunmce 
J» Mom# Cm Biwmns 

S p e e r s t r a 

A g e n c y 

835 W. Main St. 
Lowell, Ml 49331 

8 9 7 - 9 2 5 9 

(800)804-3322 DaleTriplett 

S T O P S U F F E R I N G ! 
W e S u c c e s s f u l l y T r e a t : 

• Wh ip lash 

• Neck Pain 

• Al l Headaches 

• Au to Injuries 

• Back Pain 

• N u m b Hands /Arms 

• Spor ts Injuries 

• Work Injuries 

See a Specialist and See Results! 

897-4999 

Y o u r " C l o s e t o H o m e " R e h a b C e n t e r 

The Laurels of Kent Comprehensive Rehab Programs Include: 
• Post hip fracture rehab • Stroke Rehab • Balance Training • Home Reentry Program 
How can you stay closer to your family, friends and home when needing inpatient rehabilitation care 
or transitional care between hospital and home? Stale to your doctor or hospital personnel that your 
first choice is to be closer to home. Choose The Laurels in Lowell. r 

LAURELS O F KENT 
350 N. Center • Lowell, MI 49331 

Ca l l us a t 8 9 7 - 8 4 7 3 
for information on how 

Medicare can cover your rehab stay. 

Thi 
OlKM 

Ada 
<S 

Main St. Ionia 

To 1-96 

JB H A R R I S O N INSURANCE AGENCY 
C O M P E T I T I V E A U T O R A T E S 

Hast ings M u t u a l 

Insurance C o m p a n y 
Hasiingj, Michigan 

m r www.hasungsmutual.com 

Dan ie l Ur ich Judy Har r i son 

6 0 9 0 A l d e n N a s h , A l t o 8 6 8 - 0 0 5 0 

R i c h ' s S e r v i c e C o . 
Used Appliance Sales & Service 

Insured* 20 years experience 
Wisher* Dryers' Refrigerators' Cubage Disposals' Slows 

RICH CURTIS 
( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 5 6 8 6 

209 E. Main St. 

Lowell, MI 49331 

L & A R .V . S e r v i c e , I n c . 

R V S E R V I C E 
& R E P A I R 

We Service & Repair Truck Campers, 
Travel Trailers & Motor Homes 

• Insurance Specialists 
• Large parts & Accessory Store 

COLLISION WORK OUR SPECIALTY 
Certified Technician On Duty 

O C 8 8 7 - 8 2 4 1 8 $ 
Old Alpine & 10 Mile • 8358 Alpine, NW • Sparta 

m 

it 

DOCTORS 
CHIROPRACTIC 

Dr. Anthony Trombly 

•PREVIEWJ 
PROPERTIES.COM 

ICALLI 
|JERRY HALE| 

897-0229 
lor 1-800-515-77631 

Jerry is a futUimi 
professional who will serve 

iU your real estate needs. 

Growth of LHS soccer program parallels 
with careers of Wagner and Horsley 
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By Thaddeus J . Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

Jenny Wagner and Laura 
Horsley remember their fresh-
man season of varsity soccer. 

"My freshman year 
wasn't fun - but the people I 
was playing soccer with 
were," Horsley recalls. 

Wagner adds, "It was 
frustrating. I used to run after 
games to relieve the frustra-
tion I was feeling." 

The trials that come with 
being a freshman on a varsity 
team of a program that is in its 
second year was not unique 
to Horsley and Wagner. 

The way they have perse-
vered, worked hard and found 
success, if not unique, has 
been special to observe for 
Lowell varsity soccer coach, 
Ryan Conlan. 

"Laura and Jenny have 
not only been good athletes, 
players and leaders; they are 
also great people," Conlan 
said. 'They' ve also been good 
role models for the younger 
players." 

Their hard work in prac-
tice and in games has served 
as a valuable role model for 
younger players coming up 
through the system. 

Horsley was named to the 
league's honorable mention 
team in each of her first three 
years and was named to the 
all-conference team in this, 
her senior year. 

Wagner's improved play 
has earned her O-K White all-
conference honors in each of 
her four years of playing var-
sity soccer for Lowell. 

Not bad for someone who 
almost did not go out for soc-
cer her freshman year and had 
not played since the fourth 
grade. "I played in fourth 
grade and didn't like it. Laura 
talked me into it my freshman 
year after missing the first 
day of tryouts." 

The Red Arrows learned 
playing varsity soccer against 
East and Central is a long way 
removed f rom summer 
YMCA soccer. 

"It's more structured and 
you work more on skills. Prior 
to that you could just kick the 
ball around and have fun. You 
can't do that at the varsity 
level — they yell at you," 
Horsley explains. 

As a freshman, Horsley 
set Lowell's single-season 
scoring record, netting 14 
goals. "The goal that broke 
the record (11) came in a 9-1 
loss to Zeeland," she said. 

The Red Arrows took 
their lumps against Zeeland 
and Hudsonville in the open-
ing four years of the program. 

That changed this year. 
Lowell defeated both the Chix 
and Eagles. 

Lowell defeated Zeeland 
4-3 in overtime during regu-
lar season play and then shut 

out the Chix 3-0 in the O-K 
White Conference Tourna-
ment. 

The Red Arrows broke 
through against Hudsonville 
during the regular season with 
a 3-0 win before losing in the 
tournament to the Eagles 2-1 
in overtime. 

"That was the hardest loss 
for me to take, because we 
had just beaten them the week 
before," Horsley explains. 

Lowell's soccer program 
has not caught up with Cen-
tral and East, but for the first 
time in its young program it 
appears to be making progress. 

Lowell lost 2-1 to Central 
and 6-0 to East during the 
regular season. The 2002 sea-
son is the first in which 
Lowell's record was overall 
.500 (10-7-l).The most wins 
in a single season prior to this 
year was five (1998 and 2001) 

On Thursday night, Low-
ell made a program statement 
as it gave the Pioneers 9de-
fending state champions) all 
they could handle before los-
ing 2-1 in the district semifi-
nal. 

"I think the program has 
made progress," Conlan said. 
"We now have players com-
ing through the program with 
soccer experience." 

And two departing seniors 
who have shown them what it 
takes to compete at the next 
level. 

Laura Horsley and Jenny Wagner were significant pieces in Lowell girls soccer 
program's first winning season. 

I N T H E SERVICE 

Army specialist Lucas A. 
Gravelyn has been named plishments. 

nificant self-improvement, 
and other specific achieve-
ments and notable accom-

soldier of the quarter. 
Selection was based on 

the individual's exemplary 
duty performance, job knowl-
edge, leadership qualities, sig-

Gravelyn is a nurse with 
the 115th Field Hospital at 

Fort Polk, Leesville, La. 
He is the son of Gary and 

Miavam Gravelyn of Alto and 
a 1996 graduate of Caledonia 
High School. 

CoMC- ToiA 1 Ue. "FVA/ 
SATURDAY, JUNE 8 

Starting Time 8:00 AM! 
8th Annual 

$ c ? S k * 

& 
Proceeds 
To Grand 

Riverfront 
Park 

CLASSIC 
W A L K / R U N 

REGISTRATION; All entries mated lo Clieny Creek Classic, P.O. Box 62, Lowell, Ml 49331. 
Any questions, call Teny al (616) 897-5148 evenings or Thad (616) 897-6254 evenings. 

ENTRY FEE; Now until June 3lti, $15; June 4lti to race day, $20. Ctieck or money order made oul lo 
Cheny Creek Classic (Do not send cash). 

GROUP RATE; Agroup of 20 or more participants receive a rate of )12 per person up unl June 4. 

PACKET PICK-OP: June 7th, 2002 from 4:30 p.m. to 6 pm and race morning from 7 am to 7:45 am 

LOCATION FOR PICK-OP: Middle School - north entrance. 

AWARDS; Top overal male and lemale runners' medals three deep ii each age group. 
Male and lemale run and wak. Awards handed out around 10 a.m. 

AGE 14 & under 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 60-65 
GROUPS: 35.39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 66 & over 

LAST NAMEL 

FIRST NAME. 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

MALE FEMALE 

.STATE. 

AGE. 

.ZIP. 

SHIRT SIZE (circle) XL L 

5K RUN 5KWALK 

Signature Participant(ontunder isotparent). 
I know running a mad race b a potontity h&zartoa adMty. I ttaid not onto a run unless I medcî  ate and property trained I agne to tbkit by any decision of a race 

o&iai r«Mv« to my attty to nM/ corr̂ ete the run. I assume al risks associated runrang In tt« event inducing but no< knMd to lafe, oonted otter partdparto, te 
•fccM to Indidng Ngh ffd lov tapfttiM, k * rt ondfem d to ntd, 4 iWi Iraw m. Hang oad Ni Mtar nd Inoring rf fa tato and In 
ccnwderabcn of yow accepting my entry, I, (or mysert and anyene to ad on my beteJ, wane and reiease 9)e aty o< Uwei Wrgennes S Uwel townshipe, Oerty Creek Oassic and 
^ r̂ f nnnai ^ -« ' « -• J. * AmV >11nnm• n!• I t 1̂ I jnji - J-'— *4 —̂  ai peronna, • vcunMfl, nn uvtcix; mo • tponson nvowto •» ric jwu ws rspresenaovw xn weewson mm at csaini Of ucmiTm 01 mff una ifwng ou 01 my 
pirtdp^ In M M 1 0 M ny pmMon to ri al to toping to un photograph mfcn piclM. iicortng or ncord al M lor any IqiMli pwpcit. ENrt 
dractoa ha* to ilgM to era! to ««* duo to inm iMtoc Raot Im m iMHttadrtfc. 

SOCCER TRYOUTS 
2002-2003 • V 

' ' * Fall and Spring Seasons 
SATURDAY, June 15, at 9:30a.m. 

Registration starts at 9:00a.m. 
GRAND RIVER RIVERFRONT PARK 

(West off Alden Nash on Grand River Drive) 
Register half hour prior to tryout 

1119 Team Age Groups 
Boys: 

U14 under 14 years of age after July 31,2002 @ 9:30 
U13 under 13 years of age after July 31,2002 @ 9:30 
U12 under 12 years of age after July 31,2002 @ 11 ;00 
U11 under 11 years of age after July 31,2002 @ 11XX) 
U10 under 10 years of age after July 31,2002 @ 1:00 
U9 under 9 years of age after July 31,2002 @ 1XX) 

Glris: 
U13-14 under 14 years of age after July 31,2002 @ 9:30 
U11-12 under 12 years of age after July 31,2002® 11:00-
U9-10 under 10 years of age after July 31,2002® 1:00 

PLAYERS MUST BRING: 

• 

1) Soccer Ball, Cleats, Shin guards 
2) r photo 
3) COPY of birth certificate 

Parent to be present for entire tryout (approximately 2 hours) 
Make Up Date: Tuesday, June 18,6:30 pm 
Rain LocA+ion: LH5 

Our goal for LASSO is to provide a competitive ciub environment where 
dedicated players can develop their potential through quality instruction 
In an atmosphere of fun and commitment to the sport of Soccer. 

LOWELL AREA SELECT SOCCER ORGANIZATION 
PO Box 360 Lowell, Ml 49331 Ed Crimmlns, President 
www.lassosoccer.orQ e-mail ECPIants@aol.com 

http://www.doublerranch.com
http://www.hasungsmutual.com
http://www.lassosoccer.orQ
mailto:ECPIants@aol.com
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Improving Red Arrows show 
heart in 2-1 loss to Pioneers 
By Thaddeus J . Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

Lowell girls soccer team 
disrupted East Grand Rap-
ids' attack and nearly its 
march toward a second 
straight state championship 
in its 2-1 district semifinal 
loss at East Grand Rapids 
Thursday. 

UI am so proud of what I 
just watched these girls do," 
said Lowell soccer coach, 
Ryan Conlan. 'This team has 
gotten better as the season 
has proceeded. The girls got 
belter each game." 

Facing a more talented 

soccer team, Lowell used 
speed and heart to disrupt the 
high-powered Pioneers. 

t4We expected Lowell to 
play well. They have been 
playing great soccer toward 
the end of the regular sea-
son," said EGR assistant 
coach, DamianNicey.44Any-
time you play a team facing 
elimination, they are going to 
step it up." 

The Red Arrows scored 
the game's first goal at the 
20:47 mark of the first half. 
Amanda Rau kicked one past 
EGR's goalie, who had come 
15-20 yards outside the box. 

SQUEAKY CLEAN 
MOBILE BIKE REPAIR SERVICE 

Bike need tuning or repairs? 

Don't have time, money or the 

means to get it to the bike shop? 

I've got the answer for you! I'll 

bring my repair shop to you. 

I've got 2+ years of bicycle repair experience 

and charge half of what the bike shops will cost. 

! will do anything from fixing a 

flat to a complete bike tune up. 

i Call Brandon Bouwkamp, 616-897-6126 

for more information. 

Rau split two defenders and 
then punched one past the 
keeper and into the Pioneer 
net. 

Lowell maintained the 
one goal advantage until the 
10:41 mark of the opening 
half when Pioneer Arielle 
Subar lofted one over the head 
of Lowell keeper, Kelly 
Fitzpatrick. 

The game remained tied 
with less than 10 minutes to 
play in the contest when Jen-
nifer Smith found the Lowell 
net off a free kick. 

East outshot Lowell 15-
6. The Red Arrows mustered 
up a couple attacks over the 
final few minutes, but were 
unable to slip one past Pio-
neer keeper, Caroline 
Boyninge. 

'The girls were taking the 
game to East late in the game. 
We had some scoring 
chances," Conlan said. 

Fitzpatrick tallied 10 
saves. "She had an outstand-
ing game. Kelly didn't just 
sit in front of the net; she 
came out aggressively and 
got the ball," Conlan said. 

Lowell finishes its sea-
son at 10-7-1. 

m 

h 

Lowell's Becky 
Bosserd, above, leads 
a Lowell attack 
against East Grand 
Rapids. Red Arrow 
keeper, Kelly 
Fitzpatrick, left, 
recorded 10 saves 
against the Pioneers. 

• • • 
-

— — 

Peter 
Haefner 

For the 
Lowell Area 

School Board 
My name is Peter Haefner and I would appreciate your vote at the 

June 10th election. I am married and the father of three children. Our 
son is a student at Bushnell School and our two daughters will be 
entering the Lowell Area School District during the next four years. 

I will bring over 12 years of public finance experience including: 
budgeting, accounting, financial reporting, risk management, 
auditing, consulting and staff management to the board position. 

• I believe that it is the responsibility of the board to set high expectations for 
the students and staff, provide appropriate tools, guidance and resources, 
measure performance, and provide appropriate rewards. 

• 1 am open to any and all input regarding our schools. 
Qualifications and community activities: 

• CPA and Manager with the Governmental and School District group at 
Rehmann Robson (CPA's and Consultants) 

• Assistant Finance Director with the City of Muskegon 

• Accounting and Financial Reporting Manager with the State of Wyoming 

• Past president and Board member for the Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce 

• Treasurer and Board Member for the Lowell Area Historical Museum 

Paid for by: Campaign to Elect Peter Haefner 12393 Dowries St. S.E. • Lowell, MI 49331 

VOTE FOR 
PAT NUGENT 
LOWELL SCHOOL BOARD 

1 ^ 1 MOKDAY, JUNE 10 
BOARD EXPERIENCE: 
- Board Member for four years 

(Secretary 2 years) 

EDUCATION EXPERIENCE: 
- Certified teacher with nine years experience 
- Master's Degree in Education 
- Very familiar with issues such as curriculum, technology, 

accreditation and testing 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: 
- Lifelong Lowell resident 
- Valedictorian of Lowell Class of 1989 
- Past President, Grattan Twp. Historical Society 
- Chairman, St. Patrick Church History Committee 
- Lowell Ag Supporters (FFA) 

Pat Nugent stands for: 
- Academic Excellence 
- Financial Accountability 
- Responsiveness to the Community 

As a board member, it is my duty to ensure Lowell Area 
Schools reflects the values and the wishes of the people of 
the community of Lowell. On the School Board, I have worked 
to maintain high academic standards. When it was time to 
make tough decisions regarding budget cuts or miliage or 
building requests, my familiarity with the Lowell community 
and with trends in education has enabled me to represent the 
people of Lowell. I look forward to meeting the challenges of 
serving the Lowell Schools for the next four years. I hope that 
I can count on your vote. 

PjioFofl BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT PATRICK NUGENT • 1Q060 KEHOE DR. ADA 49301 
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1 LASSO team 1st in tourney 

The LASSO U-14 boys soccer team took first place in the 
annual Canton Soccer Tournament on Memorial Day week-
end. The boys scored a total of 14 goals while allowing one 
against en route to the championship. Three days after beating 
the Rockford (SCOR) soccer club's "A" team in a regular 
season game (1-0), LASSO scored often in a first-round 
victory over the Rockford "B" team (10-0). Goals were scored 
by Alex Carpenter, Austin Lancaster (2), Ryan Converse, 
Loukas Wright, Brandon Grochowalski, Andrew Hopkins, 
Drew Happie and Zack Vanderwerf (2). LASSO tallied a rain-
shortened 2-0 victory from a team from Freemont later that 
day. 

Sunday's championship game had LASSO playing an-
other tough West Michigan team, the Kentwood Falcons. 
After a scoreless first half, sweeper Seth Mayhew chipped a 
ball (off a restart) to a streaking Brandon Grochowalski, who 
touched the ball over the oncoming keeper's hands. Despite 
dominating play, the game was not decided until a late ball was 
sent in the upper ninety by midfielder Alex Carpenter, secur-
ing a hard-fought 2-0 victory. A strong defensive effort was 
given by Josh Tapia, marking the main scoring threat from the 
strong Falcon squad. The defense was instrumental in locking 
down their opponents when goals were tougher to come by. 
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Red Arrow girls tipped up by Rams in district semifinal 

m 

i 

m 
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By Thaddeus J. Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

Missed opportunit ies 
early came back to bite 
Lowell's softball team late in 
its 3-2 district semifinal loss 
to Rockford Saturday at 
Greenville. 

"We had scoring oppor-
tunities in the first three in-
nings but could not come 
through with a hit," said Low-
ell coach, Bob Rodenhouse. 

With the score tied at 2-2, 
Rockford turned a single, a 
bunt and a bloop single into 
right field into their third and 
game-winning run in the sixth 
inning. 

The Red Arrows' best unable to bring her home. Benedict (1) and Amanda that has played oul pretty 
scoring opportunity over the Lacey Capen took the Eickhoff(l). much like I thought. The 
last three innings came in the tough loss, allowing three runs 
sixth. Shelby Tomczak was on four hits. 
hit by a pitch, advanced to Lowell scored two runs 
second on a bunt and then on fourhits against Rockford. 
went to third on an error with The hits came off the bats of 
one out. Lowell, however, was Tara Kimble (2), Jacque 

Lowell finishes its sea- only thing that surprised me 
son at 14-18. 

"It's been a fun year. One 

was we didn't hit as well as 

I thought we would ," 
Rodenhouse said. 

/£ 
BIRTH 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Jason Cardis and Jamie 
Graver are pleased to 
announce the birth of 

their son 
ZACHARY 

BRAYDEN CARDIS 
born 

MAY 28 , 2 0 0 2 

He weighed 6 lbs. 7 oz. 
19 1/2 inches. 

Wclcomiiig him home are 
big brother, Bradley and big 
sisters, Kyrsten and Lauren. 

Proud grandparents arc 
Jim and Barb Austin of 
Lowell and Jeff and Judy 

Cardis of Stanton. 
Great grandparents are 

Lloyd and Maxine Cardis 
of Sheridan. 

Peter Smith 
RE/MAX SunQuest 
Realtor • Associate 

A Committed Professional 

Helping families make smooth transitions I • | 

"Don't wait to buy Real Estate, 
Buy Real Estate and wait" 

Office: (800) 800-3915 Mobile:(6l6) 460-6634 
Office: (6l6) 949-6980 ext. 27 Residence: (6l6) 897-7723 

I S H H . Each Office Independently Owned And Operated J £ 

# MANPOWER § 
Is looking for individuals who take 

pride in their work and are committed 
to serving customers. 

MANPOWER 
HAS OPPORTUNITIES FOR: 

• Machine Operator Positions 
• Evening Customer 

Sen/ice Positions 

ALL IN THE LOCAL AREA! 
Call or Stop In Today! 

0 MANPOWER 
505-D W. Main 

Lowell, Ml 49331 EOE 

897-0050 

U( 

Week of 6/10-6/11 

ELEMENTARY 

Lunch: $1.45 
Milk $.30 
Peanut butter & jelly sand-
wich & chef's salad are 
also available daily as 
lunch options. 

MON: Cheese pizza or fish 
& cheese on bun, fruit 
choice, vegetable choice. 

TUES: Beef taco in soft 
shell w/cheese & lettuce & 
bread choice or diced 
chicken BBQ on bun, fruit 
choice, vegetable choice. 

WED: Half Day - Summer 
Vacation Begins! 

OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY, JUNE 9 . 1-4 PM . 10086 FRENCH DR. 

Stick built, walkout ranch, 

1800 sq. ft., Lowell 

Schools, 3 bedrooms, 

1.5 baths, 2.5 acres, 

builtin 1998. $164,900. 

Call for directions or 
your private showing! 

Mike Haan 
^ 942-2300 

485-7799 
I T H . mkhaan@grar.cofn 
WBSTDALIU 

GET 
YOUR 
PAINT BALL 
CO- M # 
Cartridges A 
Refilled A t . . * 

Bernard's JCE Hardware 
1601 W. Main • Lowel l 

(616) 897-9490 MasterCmS 

I) 

HOURS 
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777 
PROCEEDINGS 

OF 
CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE 
CITY OF LOWELL 

For the Regular Meeting of MONDAY, MAY 20, 2002. 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor 
Shores and the City Clerk called Roll. 

Present: Councilmembers Blough, Brubaker, Myers, 
Pfaller and Mayor Shores. 
Absent: None. 

Also Present: City Manager David Pasquale, City Clerk 
Betty Morlock, Public Works Director Dan DesJarden, 
Police Chief Jim Valentine, Planning Commissioners 
Alan Mathews and Dan Pipe, Planning Commission 
Chairman Jim Hall, Police Officer James Hinton, City 
Treasurer Sue Olin, Financial Services Officer Char 
McNab, Lowell Light and Power Boardmember Norm 
Borgerson, Airport Manager Jim Sowle and City Attorney 
Richard Wendt. 

IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS and seconded by PFALLER 
that the minutes of the MAY 6, 2002 regular meeting be 
approved as written, 
YEA: 5. 
NAY: 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

IT WAS MOVED BY PFALLER and seconded by MYERS 
that the bills and accounts payable be allowed and the 
warrants issued. 
YEA: 5. 
NAY: 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

BILLS AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE (05/20/02) 
GENERAL FUND $86,504.91 
MAJOR STREET FUND 1,808.61 
LOCAL STREET FUND 4,849.99 
DDA FUND 1,545.37 
WASTEWATER FUND 4,794.27 
WATER FUND 4,902.34 
EQUIPMENT FUND 533.31 
CURRENT TAX FUND 3,842.75 
LOOK FUND 1,500.00 

Item #1. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
901 Grindle - Alan and Jayne Mathews - variance to allow 
a 33 foot width at the front yard setback so an additional 
lot can be created - public hearing. Zoning Board of 
Appeals Chairman Dan Brubaker stated in November of 
1996, Robert and Traci Mullins were granted a variance 
to split their lot at 901 Grindle to allow an additional 
house. Alan and Jayne Mathews now wish to purchase 
the back lot and are applying for the same variance. 

The current frontage is 150.71 feet, while the back lot line 
hasbeenmeasuredacrossat419.21 feet. TheMathewsi 
want to have the north 33 feet of the frontage split to allow 
a driveway to access the proposed 5.56-acre parcel. 

With the property zoned Suburban Residential, 165 foot 
lot width is required. Thus, a variance has again been 
petitioned. 

At its April 29, 2002 meeting, the Planning Commission 
unanimously recommended (with Matthews' abstention) 
to grant the variance. Also, the Commission recom-
mended that the entrance drive be paved to the highest 
point (approximately 70 to 100 feet from the Street) as 
determined by the Director of Public Works. 

Boardmember Shores attended the Planning Commis-
sion meeting. She noted all Commissioners were in 
agreement. 

City Manager Pasquale stated there was some discus-
sion regarding the paving of the driveway. Shores noted 
this would be worked out between Mathews and Public 
Works Director Dan DesJarden. 

IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS and seconded by SHORES 
to grant the variance request petitioned by Alan and 
Jayne Mathews at 901 Grindle to allow a 33 foot width at 
the front yard setback. 
YEA: 5. 
NAY: 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Item #2. PRESENTATION REGARDING THE FORE-
MAN - NORTH HUDSON INTERSECTION WIDENING 
PROJECT BY DAVID AUSTIN. David Austin of Will-
iams and Works referred to the presentation the Council 
received from Ed Swanson of Wade Trim and Associates 
regarding what could be done within the existing right of 
way to improve the west side intersection of Hudson and 
Foreman. Subsequent to this, Austin's firm had been 
involved with street design throughout the City including 
Valley Vista, Division, Bowes Road and M-21. City Man-
ager Pasquale had asked Williams and Works to perform 
a survey of the intersection and then take the earlier 
concepts and lay these out on the existing survey. The 
formal design of the intersection improvements have not 
been completed yet because Williams and Works wanted 
to bring the issue back to the Council to show what 
impacts there would be on the existing survey. 

Austin explained the situations reviewed involve trucks 
taking a right hand turn onto Hudson. Currently, there is 
a large power pole at that intersection which forces the 
trucks to swing out into oncoming traffic. 

The other conflicting turn is trucks coming from the north 
and turning right onto Foreman. Trucks, not taking the 
turn wide enough, jump the curb, braking pavement and 
sidewalk in the area. 

Austin noted Foreman Road is 30 feet wide from curb to 
curb. 

Austin referred to the report provided by Ed Swanson. 
The report indicated the radius should be increased at 
the southwest corner with a slight taper. By doing this, 
the power pole located on the corner needs to be 
removed. Austin stated this allows for improvement. 
However, it does not eliminate entering into oncoming 
traffic. 

Austin noted the power pole forces trucks not to jump the 
curb. When removed, there will be a similar situation to 
what is on the north side. 

There is a slight improvement coming from the north and 
turning right onto Foreman. However, it is very minimal. 

A sidewalk has been proposed on the south. This is part 
of a separate Block Grant project. 

Austin stated the improvement would require a very 
small part of the sidewalk to be located on private 
property. Therefore, an easement is necessary. 

Austin illustrated the magnitude of what would have to 
happen to allow the trucks to turn. When turning onto 
Hudson, the radius would be increased and would create 
a larger easement. The increased radius would also 
increase the distance between curbs, making it a further 
distance for pedestrians to cross. The existing curb on 
the north side would also need to be moved back and 
would create a large easement. 

Councilmember Blough asked if it would be possible to 
prohibit right hand turns proceeding south. Austin re-
sponded Police Chief Jim Valentine would have to con-
sider this alternative. 

Austin referred to the proposed sidewalk on the south 
and noted there is room for the sidewalk within the right 
of way. 

Shores inquired if the sidewalk area could be used for 
roadway to make it wider. Austin stated eliminating the 
sidewalk would not provide additional room where it is 
crowded. Pasquale wanted to allow room for pedestri-
ans. 

Blough questioned the setback dimension from the exist-
ing side of Delores Alexander's house (820 N. Hudson) 
to the point of the proposed. Austin responded approxi-
mately 30 feet. 

Councilmember Myers asked if the Wade Trim study 
required additional easements. Austin stated the study 
was not based on an actual survey. Pasquale noted 
there is a small easement for the sidewalk. 
Austin stated the traffic turning right onto Hudson enters 
oncoming traffic. The proposed improvement does not 
eliminate this. 

Myers was concerned about placing the sidewalk so 
close to the curb. 
Blough believed the size of the trucks was the real 
problem. Reconstructing the intersection does not solve 
the problem. 

Brubaker had concerns about removing the pole and 
then creating a similar situation on the northwest corner. 

Blough suggested the size of the trucks be restricted or 
an alternative path to the industrial sites be found. 

Myers asked if the restrictions on left turns for trucks 
could be enforced. Valentine believed it would be 
difficult. 

Blough noted the other alternative avenue involving 
Alden Nash and Foreman was discarded because of 
safety concerns. Valentine stated Foreman is not an all 
season road. He also said the safety traffic engineers 
from the Kent County Road Commission are not con-
cerned about the intersection of Foreman and Alden 
Nash. 

Brubaker inquired if there was a cost estimate on the 
optimum radius. Austin responded approximately 
$25,000 to $30,000, depending upon contingencies. 
This does not include consideration of utilities, particu-
larly the water main under the area. He believed the road 
should be investigated underneath, if it is torn up. Austin 
noted there are some smaller water mains shown in the 
master plan and should be enlarged for the future if the 
road is opened. 

Brubaker questioned the cost of acquiring property. 
Austin did not have an estimate for the 3 by 9-foot 
easement. 

Shores asked for the history of accidents on the corner. 
Valentine responded accidents have occurred at the 
corner. Some were truck related and consisted of 
vehicles being rear ended when stopped on Hudson and 
making a turn. The majority of the accidents involve 
individuals disregarding the stop sign. Most include 
regular cars and pickup trucks. 

Pfaller asked if it would be difficult to enforce if trucks 
were to be restricted from the street. Valentine re-
sponded most likely the individual stopped would never 
be seen again. Enforcement action would probably have 
to be taken in order for individuals to understand. 

Pfaller questioned the process to make the route known. 
Valentine stated factories have posted notices on their 
property asking vehicles to use the Foreman route. 

Blough inquired regarding the bus traffic. Valentine 
stated buses do not have a problem when turning south 
from Foreman. Their problem is proceeding south bound 
trying to make a right turn heading west on Foreman. 

Blough considered the possibility of trucks using Godfrey 
Street. He noted the road would have to be improved. 
Pasquale stated Godfrey is currently a county road. 
Valentine mentioned the industrial park is currently un-
der construction. He was unsure if this is an extension of 
Godfrey. 

Shores suggested ceasing the issue at this time and 
pursue the traffic and speed issues on Foreman. 

Blough believed there needs to be an alternative. 

Valentine was unsure how practical the Godfrey route 
would be. 

Brubaker asked if there was any plan to make Foreman 
an all season road. Valentine responded the Road 
Commission has no intentions of improving the road 
because of the horizontal curves. There would have to 
be some major realignment to bring the road to proper 
specifications. 

Pasquale stated the staff would continue reviewing the 
situation again and provide any proposals to the Council. 

By consensus, the Council decided not to pursue widen-
ing the intersection of Foreman and Hudson at this time. 

Item #3. ADOPTION OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVE-
MENTS PLAN 2002-2007. Every year, the City staff 
assembles a priority listing for improvements involving 
streets, public facilities, airport, water distribution and 
parks. The Planning Commission is asked to review 
these. The Airport Board also provides a recommended 
list, as does the Parks and Recreation Commission. 

Street Capital Improvements 
Gee Drive, Bowes, Foreman, Grindle and Sibley are 
considered priorities. 
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Capital Improvements 
Improvements to the Water Treatment Plant, Public 
Works Storage Building, Cemetery Building, the City 
Hall- Police Station project and then an outdoor skating 
rink are detailed. 

Airport Capital Improvements 
The Airport Board wishes to bring the airport to general 
utility status in order to qualify for State grants. The 
number of items mentioned within this priority list also aid 
in the general utility status. 

Water Distribution 
Supervisor Bob Robinson has provided a listing of vari-
ous water main improvements to assist with looping and 
flow. 

Parks Capital Improvements Program 
The Parks and Recreation Commission has recom-
mended paving the parking lot on the east side of Stoney 
Lakeside Park, begin work with the newly designated 
park on the east side near the Division Street bridge, 
starting initial clean up, grade the road and also consider 
a name for the new facility. 

Councilmember Pfaller questioned if the 12" main on 
Foreman was considered when tearing up the intersec-
tion. Pasquale responded the main work would be much 
more extensive than any work being done at the intersec-
tion. 

Councilmember Blough inquired about the priorities. 
Pasquale responded the number one item is the City Hall 
- Police Station project, followed by road improvements. 
Other priorities include Gee Drive, Bowes Road, Fore-
man, Grindle and Sibley. 

Pasquale stated the airport is moving along well under 
the direction of Manager Jim Sowle. He has an excellent 
rapport with State officials. The Board is doing its best to 
ensure the improvements are being carried out. There is 
a need to improve the safety and make the airport more 
attractive. 

Pfaller inquired if the improvements were all self funded. 
Pasquale responded yes. There is a steady flow of 
income thanks to the hangar rental revenue. 

IT WAS MOVED BY BLOUGH and seconded by 
BRUBAKER to adopt the Capital Improvements Plan for 
2002-2007 with the provision that the top priority list be 
added to the plan as follows: 1) City Hall - Police Station; 
2) road improvements of Valley Vista and Division; 3) 
road improvements for Bowes, Gee, Foreman, Grindle 
and Sibley and 4) Airport. 
YEA: 5. 
NAY: 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Item #4. 2002 - 2003 BUDGET PRESENTATION AND 
PUBLIC HEARING. City Manager Pasquale thanked 
City Treasurer Sue Olin and Financial Services Officer 
Char McNab for the amount of time involved in preparing 
the budget. This is not a small task. It is important to 
remember there are a number of different funds, which 
have a number of different revenue sources and expen-
ditures where one fund is unrelated to the other. Pasquale 
explained when reviewing the Street Fund, most of the 
money comes from State shared revenue. Whereas, 
when reviewing the Airport, the revenue comes from 
hangar rentals. 

Pasquale stated this is the first of two public hearings. 
The second hearing will be held on June 3,2002, at which 
time the Council will consider a motion to adopt the 
budget. 

General Fund. The budget shows a taxable value of 
$95,419,694, an increase of 6.8% over last year. Of this, 
$12,525,898 is allocated to the Downtown Development 
Authority, leaving $82,893,796 to the General Fund. 

The budget is tight and provided many hours of review. 
Several issues account for this as follows: 

• $47,000 Library Bond payment which is covered by the 
General Fund. Previously, the DDA provided coverage. 
The bond will be paid off in March, 2006. 

• $495,347 is expected to be derived from State Revenue 
Sharing or $52.553 less than last year's projections. 

• $15,000 has been allocated for a first year lease 
payment (3 years total) to purchase a new fire pumper 
truck. 

• $7,930 is allocated for a lease payment to purchase a 
new police cruiser. Two were requested. None had been 
bought last year. 

• Several allocations have been deferred: 
•Lowell Area Historical Museum ($20,000) 
•Fire Station roof repair ($32,500) and 
•Foreman Building roof ($34,500). 

Of major importance, $290,000 has been provided for 
first year payments of a $4.8 million dollar bond related 
to the City Hall - Police Station project. An allocation of 
$83,000 (equivalent of one mill) is shown from the DDA 
as well as $30,000 granted by the Lowell Area Commu-
nity Fund for the clock tower and $20,000 from the Look 
Memorial Fund. This reduces the miliage required to 
1.89 mills raising the overall total to 15.74. Final calcu-
lations will be attained after construction bids are re-
ceived as well as financing rates of the bond issue. 

A planned unreserved fund balance is projected at 
$318,450.99, meeting City standards. Total expendi-
tures amount to $2.439.778.46. 

Lee Fund. Planned expenditures include the east side 
parking lot of Stoney Lakeside Park ($9,300) and initial 
start-up of the new park off Grand River Drive ($3,000). 

Water and Wastewater Funds. No increase in the water 
and wastewater rates are proposed. 

With regard to the recent closure of Newell and the 
employment reduction at Attwood, Pasquale stated nei-
ther would have an effect on the 2002-2003 budget. 
Property tax assessments were calculated as of Decem-
ber 31, 2001. Thus, no change in revenues has been 
assured. 

As for 2003 - 2004, the impact will be felt from loss of 
personal property tax revenues. Land and buildings (real 
property) will appreciate in value. 

Newell shows with the loss in equipment, there will be a 
loss in City revenue of approximately $15,900 for the 
next year. 

Because Newell is in the Downtown Development Au-
thority District, the DDA would lose approximately $6,500, 
while the General Fund would lose $9,400. Since the 
DDA was adopted, all the increases in values which have 
been attributed to Newell have been captured by the 
DDA. With losses, then there is a split. 

Attwood is eliminating their plastic injection molding 
business. They have personal property, which was 
worth over 34 million dollars at time of purchase. But with 
personal property there is depreciation. Last year, Attwood 
had personal property of approximately 7.7 million dol-
lars in value after depreciation. A total of $107,000 was 
paid to the City. Attwood provided a listing of remaining 
equipment valued at $4,567,691.36 after eliminating 
plastic injection molding. The true cash value after 
depreciation was $862,300. This provides personal tax 
revenue of $11,942.85 or a $95,761.67 loss. Since 
Attwood is not in the DDA, the General Fund would 
absorb this in total. 

Combined, the Newell and Attwood revenue losses 
would be $105,199.75 at the current miliage rate. This 
will be somewhat offset by gains in the real property 
values. Assuming a 4% increase, $43,243 would be 
increased. Providing approximately $20,000 to the DDA, 
the remaining $23,243 will be allocated to the General 
Fund. This leaves the loss at $81,956.75 or a little less 
than one mill. 

Attwood has indicated the company fully intends to have 
the space which is vacated to be leased, so that there will 
be other businesses there. When this would happen and 
how much value it would be is unclear. 

When reviewing commercial and industrial revenue, 
most are within the DDA district. However, there are still 
opportunities for additional gains within the General 
Fund through residential growth. 

Issues to review include: 

• In working with City staff, consider any reductions aiding 
the General Fund 
• Seek assistance from the Lowell Area Community 
Fund, Look Memorial Fund or the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority to cover the three remaining $47,000 
bond payments on the library. Also, the DDA will be 
asked to consider added contributions to the General 

Fund since the Authority received a minor loss. 
• Cooperate and actively assist efforts to fill the Newell 
and Attwood vacated spaces. Attwood has stated its 
intentions to vigorously pursue the leasing of its space. 
Any positive movement by the end of the year will help. 

Councilmember Myers referred to the Public Works, 
Parks and Recreation Section concerning the City Hall. 
It states "this activity includes cleaning services ($1,000) 
on a contractual basis, heating/air-conditioning mainte-
nance, public utilities ($10,000) and miscellaneous re-
pairs to the City Hall building." Myers questioned if this 
was related to cleaning the City Hall facility and is the 
$10,000 for heating/air-conditioning and public utilities 
for the City Hall as well. City Treasurer Sue Olin re-
sponded this relates to the City Hall/Police Station build-
ing. Utilities would still have to be paid for even though 
the facility will be under construction. 

Pasquale noted the cleaning costs have been signifi-
cantly reduced. Olin said the utilities have been lowered 
slightly. 

Blough believed the contractor should install their own 
meter and pay for the utilities. Olin stated she would 
check with Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr and Huber con-
cerning the utilities. 

The Council reviewed the following topics: 

Administrative and General Government 

Blough questioned why $4,000 is allocated for confer-
ences and conventions. He believed this could be cut 
down to $2,000. 

Blough also inquired about the value of being a member 
of the Grand Valley Metro Council for $1,500. Pasquale 
responded the City is currently a member of the Trans-
portation Division of the Grand Valley Metro Council. 
This has been very helpful for the City when seeking 
grants. The City has received monies for the upgrading 
of S. Hudson through participation in the organization. 
Blough inquired if this was contingent upon being a 
member of the Grand Valley Metro Council. Pasquale 
responded no. However, it is very helpful to be kept 
aware of programs. He believed it was vital to remain 
informed about transportation programs within the area. 

Public Safety 

Blough commented on a conflicting set of statements. 
One area reports "one leased new cruiser." However, 
the next sentence states "because of budget constraints, 
no new cruisers are being proposed for lease or pur-
chase." Pasquale noted the statement would be elimi-
nated. 

Fire/Rescue 

Blough stated one of the largest expenses is the person-
nel cost for fire and rescue. The amount budgeted is 
$100,000. He questioned what the actual amount was 
over the last three years. Olin stated the actual amount 
for fire salaries of on call/volunteer was $92,694 last 
year, while $6,617 was for social security. Olin would 
provide the two previous years at the next meeting. 

Ambulance 
Blough referred to the statement "since 1988, the City 
has contributed $3,000 toward the establishment of a 
local ambulance service." He asked if the City was under 
obligation to donate $3,000. Pasquale stated the City is 
not under obligation. This has been carried out each year 
in support of the ambulance, it is a relatively small 
amount in comparison to what the community receives. 

Blough asked if all their costs were covered by contribu-
tions by other governmental agencies or is the public 
charged. Pasquale stated the ambulance charges the 
public. 

Blough wanted a report from Rockford Ambulance con-
cerning how many other governmental agencies are 
giving contributions on an annual basis. 

Sidewalk Fund 
This program has been in process for several years at 
25%. The City has budgeted $2,500 for continuance for 
a number of years. Blough believed all residents have 
had a chance to participate in this and inquired if the 
$2,500 should be taken and used elsewhere. 

Showboat 
Blough noted the budget mentions nothing regarding 
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funds being allocated for maintenance. Olin stated she 
shows $500 for maintenance, $2,500 for utilities, $1,890 
for insurance and $100 for miscellaneous. 

Street Fund 
Blough stated one item listed as being a planned project 
includes the widening of the west side of the Foreman -
North Hudson intersection for $40,000. Pasquale stated 
the project would be excluded from the budget. He noted 
the $40,000 could only be used for street improvements. 

Councilmember Pfaller had a few questions related to 
the 1.89 mill increase. He understood the DDA has 
committed $83,000 for the City Hall - Police Station 
project this year. What would happen next year if the 
money was not provided. Pasquale stated it would be 
helpful for the Council to provide some direction to the 
DDA in terms of expenditures. 

Pfaller questioned what type of increase was included for 
health care costs. McNab responded there is a 15% 
increase projected. The new costs do not go into effect 
until January. 

Pfaller asked if revenues were received from the Lowell 
Area Community Fund to finance the School Reserve 
Officer. He inquired what would happen to the position 
when the funds are eliminated. Valentine responded the 
departmentwouldlooktotheschoolforfunding. Pasquale 
noted the position would be eliminated if no funds were 
received. 

Pfaller questioned the 30% increase in personal services 
for the Parks Fund and a 15% decrease in other services. 
He saw this as a conflict. McNab explained this could 
have been how the wages were allocated. She had 
reviewed the DPW employees for the last year to deter-
mine where the majority of the work was. The percent-
ages, along with the health care and pension costs were 
reflected accordingly. 

Pfaller commented on the library miliage. He stated it is 
almost .9 of a mill and in return the City is only getting 
$7,700 back. He asked if this was equal throughout the 
district. Pasquale explained the contract indicates the 
City receives one dollar a square foot per year for 
maintenance. The library floor area is 7,741 square feet. 
Therefore, the City receives $7,741. Myers added the 
City also receives staffing, inventory and programs as 
well as many other activities for the library. 

Councilmember Brubaker inquired about the agreement 
with Light and Power concerning the payment in lieu of 
taxes. Olin stated Light and Power payments come in on 
the revenue side and then each department has a line 
item for public utility expenditures, which includes elec-
tric. Olin noted to date, the City has received $156,950 
of Light and Power's revenue and the City has paid an 
electric usage for all departments, not only the General 
Fund, of $136,131 but then $3,300 in repair and mainte-
nance to street lighting. 

Judy Straub, director of the Lowell Area Historical Mu-
seum, commented on the letter from the Board request-
ing the City Council make the museum funding a priority, 
even though it has a tight budget. This is their first year 
operating and are already making plans for next year. 
The museum has been able to hire a staff person. This 
allows fundraising, fund development and program plan-
ning. Straub noted museums can not exist and be an 
active and integrated part of a community without sup-
port. Most support comes from general budget alloca-
tions or property taxes. 

Myers stated the residents of Lowell recently received a 
credit of $25 toward memberships from the YMCA for 
use of the parks. Myers asked if the museum could 
provide something similar to the citizens. Straub stated 
she would give this some thought. 

Straub noted the museum has approached both Lowell 
and Vergennes Townships. Although each has been 
terrific in supporting the museum with Block Grant alloca-
tions, no contributions have been made toward opera-
tional funding. 

Shores noted she received several phone calls and a 
letter from individuals this past week asking them to 
make every effort and consider allocating funds to the 
museum. 

Straub stated the museum is a facility the community can 
be proud of. A State community achievement award for 
enhancing the image of a community has just been won. 
Shores thanked Straub for her comments. 

Howard Acheson heard there was a 15% increase in 
medical expenses. He questioned the actual dollar total 
and the amount for wage increases. Pasquale re-
sponded there is a 3% wage increase. Acheson sug-
gested reviewing the medical coverage available. 
Pasquale noted this is being done. 

Acheson questioned if the expenses shared by Lowell 
and Vergennes townships for fire services were figured 
in the budget as income. Pasquale responded yes. Olin 
noted each township pays the actual cost for the run. 
Each are billed monthly. 

Acheson asked if there was any thought of charging the 
employees more for the medical benefits. Pasquale 
stated part of the problem is there are several employees 
who are under a contract. 

Shores noted there would also be a difference in next 
year's budget if Newell is occupied and if Attwood is 
successful in leasing vacated space. 

Blough stated construction bids for the City Hall - Police 
Station will be opened soon. The issue will then become 
clear about any potential additional funds. Blough stated 
if $290,000 is too much for the budget, then perhaps the 
scope of the work still needs to be cut down for the City 
Hall - Police Station. 

Pasquale explained funding for the project would be 
financed through additional miliage plus contributions 
from the DDA and the Look Memorial Fund. 

Blough also referred to City staff salary, 75% of that 
comes from the General Fund and the rest of the funds 
take a certain percentage. Blough questioned what 
drives those percentage allocations. Pasquale explained 
allocation is reviewed over a number of years. For 
himself, as well as several other positions, the City tries 
to allocate the amount of time an individual spends within 
activities related to the particular fund. Blough noted the 
Capital Improvement Flan indicates the streets as a high 
priority. With this, one might expect more of the City 
Manager's time to be devoted to street activities. There-
fore, why wouldn't a larger percentage be spent from the 
Street Fund and less in the General Fund? Thus, this 
would free some General Fund monies. Olin explained 
only 10% of the transportation monies received can be 
spent on administration. Olin noted the Local Street Fund 
requires a General Fund contribution. 

Blough requested additional information as to exactly 
how much money is allocated from each fund and what 
the restrictions are relative to the allocation toward ad-
ministration for each of the funds. 

Pfaller requested a breakdown of separating the City Hall 
and Police Station after the bids. 

Brubaker questioned where the City would look for an 
additional $20,000 if needed for the museum. 

Shores stated she supports the museum 100%. How-
ever, the City never locked into donating $20,000 a year. 
Maybe an amount less than $20,000 would be more 
affordable. 

Pfaller commented on a few deferred expenditures in-
cluding the roofs on the Fire Station and Foreman Build-
ing. He believed it was important to maintain these 
buildings. A larger expense could be created in the 
future, if repairs are not made. Public Works Director 
Dan DesJarden explained the Foreman Building roof 
was repaired in 1982. It is in need of repair now. DesJarden 
believed if the City is spending several thousands of 
dollars on a new police department and City Hall, it 
should emphasize with the tax payers that the City is also 
taking care of the buildings we have now. 

DesJarden noted water is coming in on one side of the 
Fire Station and it is taking a toll on the south wall. 

Pasquale stated as part of the next agenda, answers will 
be provided to the questions, which have been posed by 
the Councilmembers. 

Pasquale noted another public hearing would be held on 
June 3, 2002. 

No further information was provided. 

Item #5. DEMOLITION OF 310 AVERY. City Manager 
Pasquale informed the Council that Roger Cahoon was 
no longer interested in moving the house located at 310 
Avery. Because of the need to proceed with the City Hall 

rjSMSMSMSAS*SAS*SASMSA/M/M/MSMfMf 

- Police Station project, bids were sought for demolition. 
Of the five invitations given, two bids were submitted as 
follows; 
•Pitsch Companies (Grand Rapids) $6,350 

•Melching Demolition & Dismantling(Wyoming) $6,670 

After reviewing the bids, Dan DesJarden and Pasquale 
recommended Pitsch Companies be awarded the demo-
lition of 310 Avery for a cost of $6,350 allocated from the 
City Hall - Police Station Construction Fund. 

IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS and seconded by BLOUGH 
to approve the bid of $6,350 from Pitsch Companies for 
the demolition of 310 Aveiy allocated from the City Hall 
- Police Station Construction Fund. 
YEA: 5. 
NAY: 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Item #6. LEASE AGREEMENT WITH HUNTINGTON 
BANK INVOLVING TEMPORARY OCCUPANCY OF 
CITY HALL - POLICE OFFICES. At its April 8, 2002 
meeting, the City received a lease offer to temporarily 
occupy approximately 4,830 sq. ft. of 414 East Main 
Street owned by Huntington Bank for office space while 
the City Hall - Police Station project is being completed. 
Two options involved either the City paying for all neces-
sary improvements or have the Bank perform this task 
and charge a monthly lease payment. By consensus, the 
Council chose the first. 

Three contractors visited the site and discussed the 
needed improvements with Huntington Bank employ-
ees. The following bids were: 

Overbeck Construction Co., Inc. $23,655.00 
Provide an additional $2,000 allowance 
if architectural drawings are required. 

•Architectural Building Restoration, Inc. $39,831.00 
Option - add; electric strikes 525.00 

Architectural drawings 4,035.00 
Total Costs $41,406.00 

•Parks Construction Services, Inc. $43,150.00 
Architectural drawings (10%) $4,315.00 

Pasquale and DesJarden reviewed both bids and recom-
mended the bid of Architectural Building Restoration, 
Inc. 

Pasquale explained there would have been a cost of 
$60,000 that would have been spread over two years. 
The City would have been paying $1,500 a month over 
two years. The bank would then be performing those 
improvements or the City could seek bids and try to 
receive a better offer. 

Blough asked if the City would be cohabitating with the 
bank. Pasquale responded yes, however, in a separate 
area. 

Pasquale noted because there were discrepancies with 
the Overbeck bid and meeting the necessary specifica-
tions, Overbeck has withdrawn their bid. 

A final recommendation will be provided upon review of 
all bids by Public Works Director Dan DesJarden and 
Huntington Bank. 

IT WAS MOVED BY PFALLER and seconded by 
BLOUGH to table the issue until a final decision is made 
on the City Hall - Police Station project. 
YEA: 4. 
NAY; 0. 
ABSTAIN; 1. (Myers) 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Item #7. REPORT OF THE SALE OF THE $2,505,000 
WATER REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS. City Attor-
ney Richard Wendt stated on May 8, 2002 the City sold 
water revenue refunding bonds to pay off three different 
series of bonds which are outstanding including the 
1976,1993 and the 1994 bonds. 

The last time Wendt came before the Council was when 
a resolution had been authorized which provided a target 
for a cash savings of at least $100,000. The market got 
considerably better since the previous meeting. When 
the City went to the market on May 8 and then sold the 
bonds, a gross savings of just under $125,000 and a 
present value of $77,411.21 was realized. 
No further information was provided. 

VlUm 
PETER L. GUSTAFSON 

Lowell Board of 
Education President 

The ancient Greek philosopher Plato observed that "noth-
ing endures but change." As I complete my tenure on the 
Lowell Board of Education - the last several years as board 
president - these words echo from the ages. 

It has been a great privilege to serve on the board of 
education since 1994. I have enjoyed the opportunity to 
collaborate with board colleagues, to share thoughts periodi-
cally in "Vision" articles in the Ledger, to partner with our 
talented administrators and teachers, and to interact with 
parents and fellow citizens. It has been a particular honor to 
work with our fine superintendent, Bert Bleke, who is moving 
on to the leadership role in the Grand Rapids Public Schools. 
The Grand Rapids schools are crucial to the vitality of the 
entire metropolitan area of which Lowell is a part, and we wish 
Bert the very best in meeting this new challenge. We owe Bert 
a tremendous debt of gratitude for what he has accomplished 
here; his leadership provides a firm foundation for continuing 
success in the years to come. 

The conclusion of my board service is, of course, tinged 
with nostalgia. When I joined the board, my own children were 
in elementary and middle school. They are now in college. 

Much has changed in Lowell in recent years - yet the core 
community values remain constant. 
All of us want for the young people of Lowell the very best 
education we can provide for them, and we all recognize the 
vital importance that our schools play in helping to develop 
and direct young minds in positive ways. The hopes and 
expectations of our students were reflected in the faces of the 
high school graduates at commencement this past Sunday 
afternoon, as was the case for the 123 graduating classes before 
them, and will be so for countless new generations of Lowell 
students to follow. 

Let me conclude by thanking the community - each of you 
- for the support you have provided to me and to the school 
district during the past eight years. We know that you support 

KDL summer 
reading starts soon 

Kent District Library (KDL) invites children of all ages to 
spend some time in the library this summer and to sign up for 
Summer Reading Club which begins Monday, June 10. This 
year there are separate divisions for children, teens and fami-
lies, each with great prizes for those who reach their reading 
goals. 

The Summer Reading Club is for children entering grade 
5 and younger. They can set their own reading goals; everyone 
who signs up for the club may enter their name in a drawing 
for some fun prizes. This club is sponsored in part by WOOD 
TVS and Meijer. 

KDL, cont'd, pg. 22 
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our district with your taxes. We know that we owe you our best 
effort to manage those dollars wisely, and to put them to work 
for the benefit of students in our classrooms. We know that in 
all that we do, the guiding principal must be what is best for 
kids. 

Our district is blessed with a wonderful group of board 
members who will continue to strive for progress in the coming 
months and years. And we will find an excellent new superin-
tendent to fill Bert Bleke's admittedly large shoes. In short, 
looking forward, the district will be in very capable hands. 1 
have every confidence that the Lowell Area Schools will 
continue to improve as we move along into the 21st century. 

Possibi l i t ies 
j You've worked hard for it. You've worked hard on it too. 

/Now, isn't it time the land you own began working for you? 

To leam more about unlocking the potential in your property, 

please contact Jay Hobbs today at 616.676.4043 

S U N O R Y 
D E V E L O P M E N T C O N S U L T I N G 
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Item #8. APPROVAL OF ENGINEERING SERVICES 
AGREEMENT WITH URS FOR PREPARATION OF 
AIRPORT PROPERTY MAP. City Attorney Richard 
Wendt explained this is phase one of a four-phase 
project for the airport. It involves the preparation of an 
airport property map which identifies the boundaries of 
the airport and the runways which are located in proxim-
ity to those boundaries. The project will also locate eight 
air easements which will eventually be acquired so 
certain trees can be removed or trimmed making the 
airport safer. 

This is a contract for engineering services to complete 
phase one, being fixed for $25,000. The funds are 
available through a low interest loan from the State. 

Councilmember Brubaker inquired what General Utility 
Status provides. Airport Manager Jim Sowle responded 
basically being eligible for funds from the State. At the 
current time the Airport Board, through Airport users, 
funds the airport and all the improvements. At the point 
where General Utility status is reached, the Airport Board 
can provide 10% and the State would provide 90%. 

IT WAS MOVED BY PFALLER and seconded by 
BRUBAKER to approve the contract with URS for prepa-
ration of an Airport Property Map. 
YEA: 5. 
NAY; 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Item #9. MONTHLY REPORTS. No comments were 
received. 

Item #10. CITIZEN COMMENTS. Howard Acheson 
suggested the Newell Building be used for the City Hall 
while construction is taking place. 

Jim Sowle stated frequently he reads in the paper where 
boardmembers abstain because of a conflict of interest. 
When he has served on Township Boards or Township 
Planning Commissions he was advised, by legal coun-
sel, the only reason one could abstain from a vote is if the 
official personally would financially benefit from the vote. 
The fact a person might have to vote on a matter which 
is related to one's employer takes second precedent to 
responsibility as an elected citizen. He asked the City 
Council to review this. 

Dave Stauffer of 429 N. Division was concerned about 
the proposed street project near his house. He was not 
informed about any of the activity on the road. Stauffer 
was disappointed with the City. He also had a concern 
regarding the location with the road. Public Works 
Director Dan DesJarden noted letters were sent to every 
resident along N. Division concerning the project. The 
letter stated if a resident wanted more information, his 
office could be contacted. 

Item #11. COUNCIL COMMENTS. Councilmember 

Brubaker referred to Jim Sowle's comment regarding 
abstaining from discussions. His general rule is if there 
is a question, it is better to abstain than to vote. Brubaker 
explained he has abstained from voting recently be-
cause he is a co-owner of a law firm. If his firm represents 
someone who is appearing in front of this board, they are 
paying money to his firm. City Attorney Richard Wendt 
was in agreement with Brubaker concerning him abstain-
ing. 

Delores Alexander suggested the candidates speak last 
on the agenda rather than first. 

Mayor Shores commented on the Mayor Exchange Day 
with St. Joseph. It was a very good experience. 

Shores also commented on the request from the Kent 
County Emergency Medical Services Incorporated and 
read the following proclamation into record: 

Proclamation 
To designate the week of May 19-25 as Emergency 
Medical Services Week. 

Whereas, emergency medical services is a vital public 
service; and 

Whereas, the members of the emergency medical ser-
vices teams are ready to provide lifesaving care to those 
in need 24 hours a day, seven days a week; and 

Whereas, access to quality emergency care dramatically 
improves the survival and recovery rate of those who 
experience sudden illness or injury; and 

Whereas, emergency medical services providers have 
traditionally served as the safety net of Americai's health 
care system; and 

Whereas, emergency medical services teams consist of 
emergency physicians, emergency nurses, emergency 
medical technicians, paramedics, firefighters, educa-
tors, administrators, and others; and 

Whereas, approximately two-thirds of all emergency 
medical services providers are volunteers; and 

Whereas, the members of emergency medical services 
teams, whether career or volunteer, engage in thou-
sands of hours of specialized training and continuing 
education to enhance their lifesaving skills; and 

Whereas, Americans benefit from the knowledge and 
skills of these highly trained individuals; and 

Whereas, it is appropriate to recognize the value and the 
accomplishments of emergency medical services pro-
viders by designating Emergency Medical Services Week; 
and 

Whereas, injury prevention and the appropriate use of 
the EMS system will help reduce national health care 
costs; and 
Now, therefore, the City of Lowell, in recognition of this 
event do hereby proclaim the week of May 19-25, 2002 
3S 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES WEEK 

And encourage the community to observe this week with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

With consensus from the Council, the proclamation was 
adopted. 

Shores thanked all of the volunteer fire and medical 
personnel. They do a great job. 

Item #12. MANAGER'S REPORT. City Manager 
Pasquale reported on the following: 
1. The following meetings minutes were provided: 
• Grand Valley Metro Council - Transportation Policy 
committee meeting of February 20, 2002 
• Look Memorial Fund Committee meeting of February 
27, 2002 
• Airport Board meeting of April 9, 2002 

2. The City offices will be closed on Monday, May 27th 
because of Memorial Day. In observance of this holiday, 
the annual parade will begin at 9:30 a.m. 

3. At its May 13, 2002 worksession, the Planning Com-
mission prepared proposed changes to the RV ordi-
nance. The Commission will formally review these, 
holding a public hearing before submitting an ordinance 
to the City Council. 

Item #13. APPOINTMENTS. Mayor Shores made the 
following appointments. 

Board of Review 
Dave Clark 

Planning Commission 
Jim Hall 
Dan Pipe 

Term Appointment to: 
06/20/2005 

06/30/2005 
06/30/2005 

IT WAS MOVED BY BLOUGH and seconded by MYERS 
to appoint the above individuals to the listed boards. 
YEA; 5. 
NAY; 0. 
ABSENT; 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS to adjourn at 9:57 p.m. 

DATE APPROVED; Monday, June 3, 2002 

C. Jeanne Shores, Mayor 
Betty R . Moriock, Clerk 
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0UTD00 
By Dave Stegehuis 

BOAT CONTROL 
connection to the fish. To 

It is logical to focus on make this connection, how-
rods and reels when thinking ever, it is necessary to first get 
about fishing equipment be- the bait to the fish, and lo do 
cause the line is our direct that the boat must be in a 

position to permit effective 
lure presentation. 

Anchoring the boat is nec-
essary when fish are concen-
trated in a small area. Mush-
room or navy anchors will 
hold a boat in moderate winds. 
They work best if 4 to 6 feet of 
5/16 inch or larger chain is 
attached between the anchor 
and anchor line. The length of 
anchor line should be 2 or 3 
times the depth at anchorage. 
An anchor for both the bow 
and stern will be necessary to 
keep the craft from swinging 

MARK JOHNSON 

6095-28th Street Ste. 4 
Grand Rapids, Ml 
49546-940-8181 

W o u l d $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 

he lp hold your 

FAMILY together? 

If fakes a lof of money fo keep a family going offer 

fhe death of a parent. How much life insurance will 

your family need? Call today fo find out. 

Making Your Future More Predictable 

mFARHH BUREAU 
is INSURANCE 

FARM BUREAU MUTUAL • FARM BUREAU LIFE • FARM BUREAU OENERAl 

www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com 
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NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING OF 

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF LOWELL AREA SCHOOLS 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT THERE WILL BE A PUBLIC HEARING 
REGARDING THE PROPOSED 2002-03 BUDGET AT THE NEXT 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF LOWELL 

AREA SCHOOLS. 

DATE OF MEETING: 

PLACE OF MEETING; 

HOUR OF MEETING: 

Monday, June 10, 2002 

Runciman Administration Building 
Board Room-300 High St., Lowell, Ml 

7:00 P.M. (Regular Board Meeting 
to follow the Budget Hearing) 

TELEPHONE NUMBER OF THE 
SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE: 616-897-8415 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
MINUTES ARE LOCATED AT: Runciman Administration Building 

300 High St., Lowell, Ml 49331 

A COPY OF THE PROPOSED 
2002-03 BUDGET INCLUDING 

THE PROPOSED PROPERTY 
TAX MILLAGE RATE IS 

AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

INSPECTION DURING NORMAL 

BUSINESS HOURS AT: 

Runciman Administration Building 

300 High St., Lowell, Ml 49331 

PURPOSE OF MEETING: 

Public discussion on the proposed 2002-03 budget. The property 

tax miliage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed 
budget will be a subject of this hearing. The Board may not adopt 
Its proposed 2002-03 budget until after the public hearing. 

Patrick Nugent 
Secretary, Board of Education of Lowell Area Schools 

from side to side in windy 
conditions. 

To make an anchor that 
works well for river fishing, 
fasten short lengths (18 to 20 
inches) of heavy chain to-
gether at one end. The chain 
is partially lifted off bottom 
to allow a slow drift down-
stream and to keep the boat 
parallel with the river bank. 

The wind can be used to 
move the boat through likely 
fish- holding areas. If the craft 
is moving too fast, then a drift 
sock can be deployed to slow 
it down. A drift sock is a cone-
shaped bag which resembles 
a wind sock used at aircraft 
landing fields. The drift sock 
has an adjustable opening at 
the narrow end to regulate the 
water flowing through it to 
vary the speed of the drift. 

The sock is fastened to the 
gunwale at a point that will 
keep the boat in the desired 
position. A pair of socks may 
be required in a strong wind. 

The main engine can be 
used to keep the craft on tar-
get. Trolling downwind is 
much easier than running up-
wind. In extreme windy con-
ditions, however, running into 
the wind may be the only way 
to go slow enough for effec-
tive bait presentation. 

The electric trolling mo-
tor is probably the most help-
ful tool for precise boat con-
trol. Electric motors are quiet, 
and speed and direction can 
be regulated by a foot pedal 
for hands-free operation. 
Some even feature an auto 
pilot. I use the electric to make 
occasional corrections when 

drift fishing a narrow struc-
ture. 

A low horsepower auxil-
iary motor (kicker) will troll 
down to speeds not possible 
with most large main engines. 
Some kickers can be operated 
with the boat console steering 
wheel or with a throttle handle. 

A pair of Polaroid sun-
glasses will help to find fish 
when you can see them, and 
sonar will help when you 
can't. A global positioning 
system (G.P.S.) and charts 
will let you know where you 
are and where you are going. 

All of this stuff may seem 
as if it would make fishing too 
easy. But even if the boat is 
exactly in the right place, the 
fish still have to bite lo get 
caught. Better pack some hot 
dogs just in case. 

K D L c o n t ' d . . . From Page 21 
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The Teen Reading Raffle, 
for young adults grades 6 
through 12, is called "Read, 
Rock and Unlock." For every 
four books read, the 
participant's name is entered 
in a drawing for mall gift cer-
tificates, laser tag passes and 
many other prizes. 

Another program is "Par-

ents As Reading Partners" in 
which parents pledge to read 
aloud to theirchildren by pick-
ing either a list of books or a 
set amount of time. When 
they finish their pledge, fami-
lies can enter a drawing for a 
$50 Meijer gift certificate to 
be given away at each Kent 

District Library branch. 
Other features of the pro-

gram are puppet shows, sto-
rytellers, wildlife safari, kite 
making and Frisbee demos. 
For more information, con-
tact the Englehardt Library at 
647-3920 or the Alto Library 
at 647-3820. 

* * * 

All motivation is self-
motivation. Your family, 
your boss, or your co-
workers can try to get 
your engine going, but 
until you decide what to 
accomplish, nothing will 
happen. 

—Seth Godin 

WE SHIP UPS 
Just bring your prepackaged & addressed boxes into 

our office. 
tlPS picks up each day at 4 p.m. 
No PO Box or AFB addresses. 

The Lowell Ledger 
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now has your 
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W2ZM WWMT WXMI 

WGVU 

WOOD WGVU 

WTU 

WOTV WTLJ 

PLUS HUNDREDS OF YOUR FAVORITE CHANNELS. 

3 MONTHS FREE! 

Standard Professional Installation - FREE 

50-, 100- and 150-channel packages 
available. 

America's top programming favorites like 
USA Network, Disney Channel, ESPN, 
Discovery Channel and more. 

$49.99 Activation Fee, valid major credit 
card and 12-month commitment required. 
Penalties apply for early termination. 

DIGITAL HOME PLAN: 
AMERICA'S TOP 50 

PROGRAMMING PACKAGE 

O N L Y $ 3 3 . 9 8 / m o 
For 1-receiver Plan 

INCLUDES 
GRAND RAPIDS LOCAL CHANNELS 

SE T w: 
E BASIC 

COMMUNICATIONS. INC 
www.b»i>cf.ortv roni 

Herbert Pelt 
Telecommunications Consultant 
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AXlra ^s/)p Clean Out The Closets With An Ad In The 
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watch 
your 

money 
stack up 
when you 
place an 
ad in the 

classifieds! 
Sell that 
Unwanted 

stuff! 

j 
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WANTED 
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GRO UP A E R OBICS 
INSTRUCTORS - Looking 
for motivated energetic indi-
viduals to work in a positive, 
family-oriented environment. 
Would like experienced per-
sons in Basic Step, Pilates, 
Yoga, Tai-Chi, etc. Apply at 
Lowell YMCA. 1335 W. Main, 
Lowell. For questions call 
Sandra Fizer, 897-8445. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE -
Attention! $500/wk. to start. 
Qualify for $1,000 summer 
bonus. Local factory outlet 
has had a huge increase in 
business. This has created 
new openings in company 
workforce. These are per-
manent positions with no 
strikes or layoffs projected. 
Since there are several posi-
tions to fill, the human 
resources manager will dis-
cuss the hours, pay scales & 
bonuses at a one-on-one 
interview. For interview call 
243-9132. 

HOME MAILERS NEEDED 
- Earn $635 weekly mailing 
letters. Easy! Limited open 
positions. Call 1 -888-517-
2362 Ext. 3625 24hrs. 

DRYCLEANER/SPOTTER 
& D R YCLEANING 
PPfESSER NEEDED - FT, 
excellent benefits. Apply in 
person at Cooper's 
Drycleaners, 591 Ada Dr. 

J 

e 
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FOR 
SALE 

V . 
0 

e HELP 0 

FOR SALE BY OWNER -
11311 Fay St., Key Heights, 
Lowell- Spacious 3 bed-
room, 2 bath modular home. 
Oak trim, central air, deluxe 
appliances, many extras. 
Beautiful corner lot. Bought 
new 2 years ago and has 
over 2 years left on the 5 
year extended warranty. 
$35,000. (616) 975-9988. 

© FOR 
SALE 

FOR SALE BY OWNER -
Chateau Valley Vista, 1800 
W. Main, lot 6. 1986 Schult 
14x72, 3 bedroom, 2 bath. 
Large perimeter lot w/woods 
& creek. Central air, 
appliances, $14,900 obo. 
Call 450-0762. 

7 9 COLEMAN POP-UP 
CAMPER - Fair condition. As 
is, sleeps 6, $500 obo. 676-
3664 after 12:00 noon. 

FOR SALE - 2 trailers. (1) 
4x8 w/sides & 14 inch tires, 
$350 obo; (1) 4x8 flat bed, 
$225 obo; 4 lawnmowers, 2 
w/high wheels, $25-$50 
each. Call 897-8623. 

FOR SALE - Older trailer, 
needs some work, $4,000. 
Lot 29. Call 897-7153 bet-
ween 7 & 10 p.m. 
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FOR SALE - 'SS Saturn, 
excellent cond., 4 cyl., 
manual transmission, 
very good gas mileage, 
147,000 miles, $1800 
obo. Call 897-6857. 

S P O I L E D ROTTEN 
CHILDREN TOO BIG FOR 
THEIR BRITCHES AND 
EVERYTHING ELSE! THIS 
IS THE ONE YOU'VE 
WAITED FOR and the one 
you'll tel l your friends 
about - THE MOTHER 
LODE! You will not be dis-
appo in ted ! Tons of 
Beautiful name brand and 
designer childrens clothes 
in excellent condition: 
Gymboree, Limited Too, 
Place, Gap, Mudd, Disney 
Store, Old Navy, etc. 
Gorgeous baby boy/girl 
clothes. Lots of Little girls 
5-7 pre-teen and teen "Cool 
Clothes". Adults too! Baby 
furniture & equipment, 
toys, My Size Barbie, 
Kitchen set, bikes, house-
wares, vintage furniture, 
couch, chairs, end tables, 
king bed, old/unique treas-
ures. Antiques. 12011 72nd 
St. (corner of Alden Nash) 
Alto. Follow signs. Thurs., 
Fri. Sat., June 6,7, & 8. 9-6. 
Rain or shine. 

RETIREMENT OPEN 
HOUSE FOR JIM 
BLODGETT - Wednesday, 
June 5, 4:30 -6:30 at 
Cherry Creek Elementary. 
If you were or are a stud-
ent of Jim Blodgett's, or a 
parent of one of his stud-
ents, or a co-worker, or a 
friend, you are Invited to a 
Retirement Open House, 
honoring and celebrating 
his many years of teach-
ing, and his impact on so 
many young lives. 
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O R C H A R D H I L L S 
DAYCARE - 1 FT opening. 
Large indoor & outdoor play 
area. Paramedic Trained & 
taken 4C child development 
classes, 7 yrs. experience. 
Call Stacie 897-5563. FREE 
KITTENS ALSO. 

i F«« 9 
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OFFICE ASSISTANT • 
Part time mornings, 
$11.25/hr. Process mail, 
answer phones, greet 
public, prepare mailings, 
assist and coordinate vol-
unteers. Casual office. 
Submit resume, cover let-
ter and brief description 
of computer skills to 
North Country Trail 
Assoc., 229 E. Main St., 
Lowell, Ml 49331. 
Deadline 06/14/02 or until 
filled. For complete job 
description, 897-5987 or 
http//www.northcountry-
trail.org/pub/iobhome.htm. 

LOG CABIN BED - Queen 
w/ mattress set (bought, 
never used). Cedar log, 
Amish built. Cost $800, sell 
$175,517-626-7089. 

FOR SALE - Tester/Blood 
sugar, blood pressure; tub 
seat; toilet riser seat; 2 
wheelchairs; exercise brke. 
Call 897-6738. 

'95 CHEVY S-10- loaded, 
good condition 175,000, 
$6,000 obo. Call 291-2585. 

KING LOG BED -
Handmade log cabin style 
bed by Amish. Includes new 
mattress set (2mo. old, never 
used). Cost $1,100. Sacrifice 
$195,989-227-2986. 

LAND - (2) 10-acre parcels, 
all woodeed, perked. Alto 
area. $82,000 each. Call 
897-5957. 

DIRECTV MINI-SATELLITE 
DISH - 2 receivers $19.99 or 
1 receiver FREE w/free 
install. We beat all advertised 
prices. New subscribers only. 
Call for details. 1-800-459-
7357 K-20. 

COMMERCIAL BLDG. FOR 
SALE - Historic bldg. In 
downtown Lowell, formerly 
Rupert's Drop, 214 E. Main 
St. Three story, 4800 sq. ft., 
brick bldg. Original store-
front, hardwood floors, 
kitchen, private & public 
restrooms, 1600 sq. f t . 
second floor apartment 
w/separate utilities; third 
floor original (used for 
storage). Call 897-6423. 

LAND FOR SALE • Lowell 
5.42 acres with pond, 
partially wooded, $69,900 
obo. Call 897-1424. 

CANOPY TENT FOR RENT-
20x30, $90. Great for parties. 
Call 868-7598. 

CUTE 2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT IN LOWELL -
$585 plus utilities. Call 318-
4944. 

HOUSE FOR RENT - Nice 3 
bedroom, w/garage, no pets, 
non-smokers, $700 month + 
deposit. 897-4250 after 3 
p.m. 
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TOWING - Servicing 
Lowell & surrounding 
areas. Flat bed & 
wrecker, Tire changes, 
Jump starts, Lock outs, 
24 Hr. service. Call 
Lincoln Lake Autos 
897-9040. 

(SERVICES* 
r 

NEW DAYCARE OPENING 
IN ALTO - June 17. 
Accepting infants to schoo-
lage, part-time or full-time. 
Stru c t u red en vironment, 
licensed, food program. Call 
Amy at 868-0752. 

www.sundrydev.com $$ -
Turn Your Land Into Money. 
$$616.676.4043. 

CHRISTOPHER'S TREE/ 
SHRUB SERVICE - remov-
als, proper pruning, yard 
cleanup, garden tilling. 
Small jobs welcome. 868-
1614. 

FREE REPORT REVEALS 
- How To Stop Paying Rent 
Forever! And own a home of 
Your Own! Quit pouring rent 
money "down the drain." 
Owning a home of your own 
is easier than you might 
think... this free report 
explains how. Call 1-800-
882-6891 Ext. 201 anytime 
24 hours a day, for your free 
copy. This is a no obligation 
community service. 

COMPUTER REPAIR & 
UPGRADES - Call Alan at 
897-9418. 

WANTED - House to paint 
this early summer. 
Experience, free estimate & 
references available. Call 
676-2525. 
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12TH ANNUAL GRAND 
REVUE - Ionia County 
Airport. June 9, 8:30am. -
4:30 pm. Auto swap/Flea 
Market. Motorcycle Rally, 
Classic & Antique car/truck 
show & sale lot. Plane/Glider 
rides. Model Car Contest. 
Games & Entertainment. 
Admission/Donation $2.00 
per person, under 12 Free 
with adult. Proceeds benefit 
Special Olympics. Vendor 
Space Available. Contact: 
Linda (616)527-3792 days 
or (616)527-3402 evenings. 

RENTERS! WHY RENT 
WHEN YOU CAN BUY? -
Over 60 different zero/low 
down payment programs 
available. E x a m p l e : 
Employed with average 
credit, $694.80 a month 
buys a $99,000 home with 
zero down, 30 year @ 7.5% 
APR. Call Scott or Michelle 
at (800) 282-0325 ext. 313 
or 616-464-1348 to pre-
qualify. CTX MORTGAGE 
COMPANY. 

T H I N K I N G A B O U T 
REMODELING? - Adding 
an addition or fixing that old 
roof? We also do siding, 
windows, kitchens & baths, 
ceramic tile, pole barns, 
decks, concrete, water-
scapes & much more. Call 
the experts - JLS 
Contracting, Inc. Licensed & 
Insured. One call does it all. 
Call Gary 299-6989. 

RESIDENTIAL 
PLUMBER 

Service or new 
construction, 

reasonable rates. 
Call 897-2575. 

QUALITY COLLISION 
REPAIRS - Let Bob's 
Body Shop repair your 
vehicle to factory spe-
cifications, using their 
new electronic measur-
ing machine along with 
expert paint matching. 
Rental cars available 
while yours is being 
fixed. Call 897-9040 for 
details. 

$500-$500,000 
GOVERNMENT GRANTS! -
FREE money you never 
have to repay! Education, 
housing purchase, home 
repair, business. Guaranteed 
approval! Phone to apply 
today, 1-800-339-2817. 

GARAG E D O O R 
OPENERS INSTALLED - for 
$50 over the cost of the 
opener. Call 897-5672 eves. 

QUICKBOOKS 
BOOKKEEPING SERVICE 
- and advisor. Call Kathy 
897-0686. 

LICENSED DAYCARE FOR 
23 YEARS - has openings 
on days. Located on 
Vergennes 1 mile east off 
Lincoln Lake. Call 897-7359. 

PATIO DECKS - Start your 
summer off right by having 
a new deck built today. Call 
Nick at 647-0578 for bid 
info. 

http://www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com
http://www.sundrydev.com
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at LOWELL TIRE CENTER 

KELLY TIRES A GOOD DEAL ON 
A GREAT T I R P 

KELLY K f TIRES 

NAVIGATOR GOLD 
PREMIUM ALL-SEASON STEEL-BELTED RADIAL 

*56 
75 

P185/80R13 90S 

. . I.** X-./h-D* . j,*. 
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70,000-mile limited warranty 
by Kelly 
"S" speed-rated' forablend of 
handling and ride comfort 
Circumferential grooves help 
dissipate water for improved 
surface contact and reduced 

hydroplaning 
• Independently isolated tread 

elements are interlocked 
for superb traction and 
handling in wet and dry 
conditions 
'Optimized rubber distri-

bution combined with 
alternating shoulder 
slots offers smooth, 
quiet control 

' Kcily-Spnnglield does not recorrmcnd 
use ol any of lis producis in excess ol 
legal speed limits 

WMm mm mmr. mimk 
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• 4 0 , 0 0 0 m i l e l i m i t e d w a r r a n t y b y K e l l y 

• I s o l a t e d t r e a d e l e m e n t s , fu l l -s lo t t ing 

a n d b l a d i n g p r o v i d e s u p e r i o r a l l -

s e a s o n t r a c t i o a i p i M 

• T w o s tee l be l ts s tab i l i ze 

h a n d l i n g a n d g r i p _ __ _ _ _ 

KELLY K f TIRES 

^ P R E M I U M A L L - T E R R A I N 

S T E E L - B E L T E D L I G H T T R U C K R A D I A L 
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P215 $72.64 
P225 $76.39 
P235 $80.02 
P26515....$83.75 
LT215 $96.83 
P22516....$77.20 
P24516....$79.16 
LT23515...$97.76 
P22516....$71.80 
LT22516...$99.72 

& 
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• 40,000 mile l imited 

warranty 

• Unique tread block 

elements deliver 

all-terrain, all-

weather traction 
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P155/80R13 79S. 
P205/75R14 958. 
P175/70R13 828. 
P175/70R14 848., 
P215/70R15 978.. 
P175/65R14 818.. 
P205/65R15 928.. 
P215/65R14 918.. 
P215/60R14 948.. 
P225/60R15 978.. 

$49 
$64 
$53 
$53. 
$69. 
$54. 
$63. 
$68. 
$80. 
$83. 

.70 

.45 
82 
60 
35 
65 
72 
88 
55 
36 

KELLY KfTIRES 

CHARGER SR 60 SERIES 
PERFORMANCE STEEL-BELTED RADIAL 

P205/MR13 86S 

RAISED WHITE LETTERS 
P215/60R14 91S $63.40 
P225/60R14 948 $66.63 
P235/60R14 968 $70.27 
P245/60R14 968 $75.84 
P235/60R15 988 $79.48 
P245/60R15 1008 $83.76 
P255/60R15 1028 $86.67 
P275/60R15 1078 $96.11 
BLACKWALL 
P185/60R14 828 $62.39 
P195/60R14 858 $63.59 

• 50,000 mile limited p S m ' r c l Z Z S 
warranty by Kelly P21 5/6ORI5 93S $72.67 

1 "C" cnpfid ratpd fnr P225/6OR1595S $64.68 speea raiea ror p215^0R16 94s $82.29 
sustained speeds P225/6ORI6 97s $85.18 
up to 112mph* 

• Low profile, wide tread and stralghter 
sidewalls for more responsive handling 

• Kelly-Springfield does not recommend use ol eny 
of Hs products In excess ol legal speed limits 

TRANSMISSION 

FLUSH 
SERVICE 

OFFER EXPIRES 
6-30-2002 

SERVICE SPECIAL SERVICE SPECIAL 

| j LUBE, OIL & FILTER j 
@ 3 ! 

F U E L I N T A K E 
S E R V I C E 

Speclat 
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| Featuring Quality NAPA Products 
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• Transmission Filter Ruid Change 
• Shocks, Brakes & Exhaust 
•Air Conditioning Service 
• Coolant Rush By Glyclean Equipment 
• Tires Purchased Here Rotated FREE 

Every 5 to 7,000 Miles 

• Electrical Diagnostics & Service 
• Road Hazards Policy Available 
• Lube, Oil & Rlters 
• Tires - Car, Truck Trailer & ATVs 
• Hunter Computerized Alianment 
• Tune-up &C( 

OFFER EXPIRES 
6-30-02 CALL FOR 

. . 

JOHN STUCKEY KEN EZINGA CASEY IRWIN A Great Place to Re-tire 
LOWELL • 746 W. MAIN STREET 

JENISON GRAND RAPIDS 
241 Church 457-6401 130 Market s.w.- 456-5321 LOWELL HOURS: Men, - Fri. • 8 - 5:30; Sat. • 8 - Noon 

AMERICAN 

H HI 


