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Everyone At 

The Lowell Ledger 

Along Main Street Lowell mayor and 
councilmembers 
in for a raise 
By J.N. Boorsma 
Contributing Writer 

CARRIAGE RIDES CANCELLED 
Free horse and carriage rides along Historic Main Street 

have been cancelled for this year. We thank you for your 
support and wish you a blessed holiday season. 

SANTA VISITS WITH PETS 
Santa will be at the Animal Hospital and Pet Complex on 

Wednesday, Dec. 19 from 5 : 3 0 - 7 p.m. Pictures are available. 

BENEFIT AT LARKIN'S OTHER PLACE 
Three Lowell-area families lost their home to fire on Nov. 

28. There will be a benefit on Friday, Dec. 21 from 7-11 p.m. 
at Larkin's Other Place with plenty of food and various raffles. 
Donations will also be accepted. Please show your commu-

nity support and attend. 

C H A M B E R HOLIDAY 
The Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce will be closing 

for the holidays beginning Dec. 22 - Jan. 1, 2002. The office 
will reopen Jan. 2. Happy New Year and thank you for 
supporting Lowell businesses, organizations and government 

entities. 

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR 
ALL-SCHOOL MUSICAL 

Lowell High School is in need of many prom-style dresses 
for this year 's all-school musical Rodgers & Hammerstein's 
Cinderella. If you would be willing to donate to the produc-

tion, they may be brought into the high school office daily 
from 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.; all sizes and colors are needed but 

especially dresses with long full skirts. 

The last time the Lowell City Council got a 
raise was when Don Green was joining the coun-

cil. 
Ten years later, as Green is departing, the 

Local Officers Compensation Commission made 

the recommendation at the Monday night council 
meeting that the mayor compensation be increased 

from $30 to $40 per meeting with a maximum of 
$ 1,000 a year. The commission also recommended 
that the councilmembers' compensation be raised 

from $25 to $35 per meeting, with a maximum of 

$875 per year. 
The group met earlier this month and after 

some lengthy discussion with comparisons from 

other communities opted to stay with its "per 
meeting" compensation system since that works 

the best, according to the group's minutes. It was 
then dec ided to ra ise the m a y o r ' s and 

councilmembers' pay by $10 per meeting. 
According to the city charter, the compensa-

tion is automatic, unless the council, by a two-
thirds vote, votes not to accept it. 

Councilmember, Dan Brubaker said because 

only three members were in attendance, the city 
should represent the issue at the council 's next 
meeting. 

4'We don't even have enough people to vote against it if 
we wanted to," Brubaker said. The council would need at 
least four votes against it to vote the recommendation down. 

City manager, David Pasquale said the last pay increase 
for the council and the mayor was made in 1991. 

"The Local Officers Compensation Commission is 
supposed to meet every two years and it has been a number 

of years since it has," Pasquale said. "It will start meeting 

again every two years." 
The Local Officers Compensation Commission is sched-

uled to meet again Dec. 2, 2004, to review the 
compensation of the councilmembers and mayor. 

Questions still linger, but 
YMCA given approval for 
proposed building site 
By J.N. Boorsma Contributing Writer 

Will Welsh 's wish, some might say, was to get the OK from city 
council about the YMCA's plans to build a facility at the city' s Stoney 
Lakeside Park. 

The council, while still having some questions over the details of 
the plans, did give him the gift of a consensus approval for the project 
which would allow city staff to move forward and decide what type 
of agreements will need to be in place for the YMCA building to be 
a reality. 

'4We are in the process of building a full facility in the city of 
Lowell to service the community 's recreational needs." Welsh said. 
The YMCA had a Winfield Study done to see if the community could 

and would support such a facility with the results coming back 
positive. 

Since then, the YMCA has implemented some programs, includ-
ing a teen and wellness center, with leaders working on the develop-
ment of the facility. 

With footprint drawings in hand. Welsh approached the council 
Monday night about the location of the proposed facility at Stoney 
Lakeside Park, the one park the city has not fully developed. 

"Because the park is not fully developed, the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission felt it was the best area for the proposed Y M C A 
building,1 ' said Parks and Recreation chair. Perry Beachum. Another 
possible location included Creekside Park. At this lime. Beachum 
Said the commission only approved the footprint of the building 
because of concerns about expansion of the facility. 

Councilmember. Don Green, who sits on the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission, said the group would be including Stoney Lakeside 

Park in its overall master plan work next year. Beachum said the 
commission also made promises for other items there including a 

skating area. 
Currently, the park has a beach area, playground, and some sports 

fields, all of which would go undisturbed by the new facility. Welsh 
said. Also the current parking lot. of 80 spaces would remain intact 

with the YMCA facility adding another 80 spaces, which is required, 
according to the city ordinance. The facility would be around 42.000 

square feet. 
"We thought it would work well since the high lime of the YMCA 

is the low time of the beach area, usually winter, and the high lime of 

the beach area is typically the low lime of the YMCA," Welsh said. 
While thrilled about the YMCA having a facility in the area, the 

council recognized there were several issues involved including the 
fact that the land in question was purchased with public money. 

Beachum also raised the concern of parking and wasn ' t sure that what 

the YMCA proposed would be enough. 
"We are looking to give away 42.000 square feet of the citizen's 

properly. Even though we will gain something f rom it. we have to do 

it wisely," Green said. 
However, the council felt it could at least give a consensus 

approval to the project being at Stoney Lakeside Park so the details 

of agreement and the issue of expansion could be addressed through 

the process. 
Welsh said he thought the site would at least service the area for 

about eight to 10 years before it would need to be expanded. 
Currently, the group's goal is to construct ihe building in 2004. 

but if things move faster, including fundraising efforts. Welsh said the 
group might be able to start the building a few months before that. 
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16.2001. He was preceded in 
death by his wife Mary. Mr. 
Dumbeck is survived by his 
children. Mark Dumbeck of 
Muskegon. Marchelle (Chris) 
Pace of Lowell; crandchil-

[ 
DUMBECK - James Louis 
Dumbeck. aged 59. of Low-
ell. passed away December 
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CITY OF 
LOWELL 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

The following offices will be closed Monday 

and Tuesday, December 24th and 25th, 2001 

in observance of the Christmas Holiday and 

Monday, December 31st, 2001 and Tuesday, 

January 1, 2002 in observance of the New 

Year Holiday. 

L O W E L L L I G H T A N D P O W E R 

A N D L O W E L L C A B L E V I S I O N 

The following offices will close on Monday 

and Tuesday, December 24th, and 25th, 

2001 in observance of the Christmas Holiday 

and Tuesday, January 1st, 2002 in 

observance of the New Year Holiday. 

L O W E L L C I T Y H A L L O F F I C E S 

L O W E L L P O L I C E O F F I C E S 

A N D 

D E P A R T M E N T O F P U B L I C W O R K S 

-/ptyof mm ™ 

dren. Kayleigh. Brennan and 
Brooke Page; brothers . 
Norman Dumback. Francis 
Dumback; s is ters Stella 
Deverix and Veronica 
McCellan. Visitation Wed. 
2-4 and 7-9 at the Roth-Gerst 
Chapel. 305 N. Hudson. Fu-
neral Services will be held 

Thursday at 11 a.m. at the 
First Baptist Church of 
Lowell, Pastor W. Lee Tay-
lor and Pastor Burland 
Margesson, officiating. In-
terment Coral Cemetery. 

FLYNN - Barbara Lucille 
Sweet Murray, of Grand 

BANK TELLERS 
lonia County National Bank lus full-time 

positions open for that of a Bank Teller at our 
offices in Ionia. We are also seeking full-time Bank 
Tellers who will assist in covering vacations and 
leaves of absences in all offices. This is an excellent 
career opportunity for individuals who are seeking 
a pleasant work environment with opportunity for 
advancement. The ideal candidate will possess 
excellent customer service skills; the ability to 
process paying and receiving transactions 
accurately; have an excellent attendance record; 
and have an ability and eagerness to learn. 

1CNB offers an excellent fringe benefit package 
for full-time positions. It is complete with health, 
dental and vision insurance, 4()1 (k) and other 
paid benefits. All qualified candidates should stop 
by any of our locations to complete an application 
or submit their resume to: 

Attn: Human Resources Director 

Ionia County National Bank 

302 W. Main St. 

Ionia, MI 48846 

Fax: 616-527-8734 
EOE 

Ledge, formerly of Alto, went 
home to be with her Lord and 
Savior , Jesus Chris t on 
Wednesday, December 12, 
2001 at Thornapple Manor in 
Hastings, at the age of 82. 
"Bobbie" was born March 24, 
1919, the daughter of Edward 
A. and Anna K. (Sprout) 
Sweet. Mrs. Flynn was pre-
ceded in death by both her 
parents; husbands Paul Everett 
Murray and Clair Flynn; sis-
ter Geraldine Ducap; brother 
Frank Sweet; twin sister 
Bessie Deitz. She is survived 
by her children Raymond L. 
Murray, Pauline R. (Harold) 
Everett, Alice 1. (Donald) 
Sleeman, Patrick P. (Janice) 
Murray; 16 grandchildren and 
many great-grandchildren; 
sisters: Melba Drake, Aletha 
Shepard, Jackie Baker, Marion 
Smith and brother Phil Sweet. 
Funeral services were held 
Saturday at the First Baptist 
Church of Sebewa, Lake 
Odessa with the Rev. J. An-
drew Frey officiating. For 
those wishing, contributions 
may be made to Gideon Bible 
c/o Rosier Funeral Home P.O. 
Box 36, Sunfield, Ml 48890. 
Interment in Oak wood Cem-
etery, Lowell. 

J A G T - Jantje '•Jennie" Jagt. 
aged 82, born February 26, 
1919, in Emmen, Netherlands, 
went to be with her Lord, 
Monday. December 10.2001. 
She was preceded in death by 
her husband Jacob, son Klass 
and great-grandchild Trent. 
She is survived by her chil-
dren Al and Judy Jagt of Ada, 
Gerrit Jagt of Vancouver, W A, 

MARK JOHNSON 

6095-28th Street Ste. 4 
Grand Rapids, Ml 
49546 - 940-8181 

Don't Grow O L D 
Without us... 

We offer annuities and IRAs that guarantee a lifetime 

retirement income, BIG TAX SAVINGS, and attractive 

interest rates. Start now! Call your Farm Bureau 

Insurance agent before you get any older. 

Making Your Future More Predictable 

IFARM BUREAU 

, INSURANCE 
FARM BUREAU MUTUAL • f ARM BUREAU LIFE • FARM BUREAU GENERAL 

www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com 
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Cla rence and Debby of 
Nederland, CO, Jenny Duke 
of Lowell; six grandchildren; 
f ive great-grandchildren. 
Jennie ran a cleaning service 
for many years. She enjoyed 
gardening, cooking and trav-
eling and was a member of 
Lakeside Community Chris-
tian Reformed Church. Fu-
neral services were held 
Thursday. In lieu of flowers, 
please make donations to 
your favorite charity. 'There 
is no place closer to God than 
in my flower garden." 

W A I T E R S - Mrs. Eva 
Watters, aged 83. of Grand 
Rapids, passed away Mon-
day, December 10,2001. She 
was preceded in death by her 
husband Raymond. She is 
survived by her stepchildren, 
sisters-in-law, nieces and 
nephews. Cremation has 
taken place and there was a 
funeral service on Saturday 
at the Grand Rapids Home 
for Veterans Chapel, Chap-
lain John Poston and Pastor 
John Steigenga of LaGrave 
Ave., Christian Reformed 
Church, officiating. Inter-
ment Oak wood Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may 
be made to Hospice of M ichi-
gan or the charity of your 
choice. 

Fallasburg hosts 
old-fashioned 
Christmas 

The village of Fallasburg 
will come alive with that 
feeling of an old-fashioned 
Christmas this weekend. 

Houses and the covered 
bridge will be decorated, the 
street will be lined with lumi-
naries and the one-room 
schoolhouse will be filled 
with merriment and refresh-
ments of wassail and cookies 
for all to enjoy. 

Escape from the hectic 
pace and join in for this peace-
ful start of Christmas on Sat-
urday, Dec. 22 from 6 to 9 
p.m. in the vi l lage of 
Fallasburg. 

Summary of the Regular Meeting of the 
Lowell Board of Education 

Held on December 10, 2001 

STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT - Jason Craig, Student 
Council President and Representative to the Board, 
reported that the Christmas dance raised S800 and the 
bachelor auction SI,000 with proceeds going to the Flat 
River Outreach Ministries. The food drive raised 1,200 
nonperishable items which went to the food pantry at the 
Flat River Outreach Ministries. Student council members 
are also giving $5 per person to "adopt-a-family" 
culminating in a shopping spree to bring gifts to the 
disadvantaged. 

STUDENT REPORT - Grants: Unity High School -
Artist in Residence Program - John Stemplen. Unity 
High School teacher, along with students Keely Wolf and 
Samantha Wingler shared how the artist in residence 
program is not only helping them to develop their artistic 
abilities but to also learn historical facts. Bob Woodruff is 
the artist who has been working with the students. This 
program is provided by a grant from the Michigan Council 
for Arts and Cultural Affairs and was submitted as a 
collaborative effort by the Lowell Area Arts Council and 
Unity High School. 

ACTION ITEMS -
Accepted the following gifts: 

• Pete Bush donation of computer equipment to be used 
by the high school CAM machines. 

• Sandi While donation of infant car seat and infant toys 
valued at $84 to be used by the Lowell TOTS program. 

Amended the 2001-2002 general fund budget. In addition, 
there was considerable discussion regarding potential cuts 
due to the declining slate revenue. 

CONSENT ITEMS - Approved/Adopted were: 
• The minutes for the November 12, 2001 regular 
meeting, the November 26 special meeting. 

• The following payment of bills for October 2001: 
GENERAL FUND $888,505.68 
SCHOOL SERVICES FUND 
A. Food Service Fund $82,008.25 
B. Athletic Fund $43,961.98 
Headlee Underfunding $8,275.04 
2000 CONSTRUCTION FUND $57,377.42 
TRUST AND AGENCY FUND $39,330.43 

• Leave: 

Child care leave request from Jennifer Bolhuis for the 
2nd semester of the 2001-2002 school year. 

• New Hire: 
Sheri Woolery Middle School Social Worker 

• Purchase of 2 buses from Hoekstra Truck Equipment 
Company for the 2002-2003 school year in the amount 
of $53,708 each. 

BOND FOLLOW-UP - Jim While reported that the new 
elementary school is on hold but that all drawings are 
done. The plans for the addition to the high school are 
underway and arc close to being complete. He then gave a 
recap of dollars spent on projects to dale. 

DISTRICT VISION - Bert Bleke shared draft #10 of the 
district vision entitled "Vision - Balanced Prepared 
Learners." 

SUPERINTENDENT S REPORT - Bert Bleke thanked 
the entire staff for increasing their giving to the United 
Way even in light of giving much for the family members 
of victims of the recent September 11 terrorist attack. 
There have been wonderful holiday concerts at the 
building, and kids did great in athletics. High school 
students were commended for their display of the character 
traits in raising so much money for the Flat River Outreach 
ministries and other worthy projects. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
Regular Board Meeting 

Monday, Jan. 14, 2002 • 7:00 p.m. 
Runciman Administration Building - Board Room 

Please visit our web page at www.lowell.kl2.mi.us 
We Value: Responsibility • Integrity 
• Compassion • Honesty • Respect 
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Bushnell Elementary students 
collected, over 1,100 non-

perishable food items this holiday 
season for Lowell's Flat River 

Outreach Ministries. 
The event was coordinated by 
Bushnell kindergarten teacher, 

Susan Barry. 
This was part of our focus on 

compassion and character traits," 
Barry said. 

The food items were picked up 
and delivered to the food pantry 

on Friday. 
Pictured to the left is 

Barry's class. 

Consumers Power's donation 
energizes museum campaign 

Upon his visit to the Lowell Area Historical Musuem. Consumers Power area manager. Ernie 
Sakraska presented Judy Straub and museum board president. Jim Doyle with a check for S2.000 

toward the second phase of the museum's capital campaign. 
The funds came through the Consumers Energy Foundation. 
t4I was approached by the Lowell Area Historical Museum last spring for a donation." Sakraska 

explained. "I told Judy 1 thought she'd be able to gel more if she wrote a grant to our foundation." 
Straub learned three weeks ago that her grant-writing effort secured S2.000 for the capital 

campaign. 
As for Sakraska's visit to the museum. "\ like the transformations from period lo period. 1 learned 

a lot about Lowell walking through the museum." he said. 
The goal for the second phase of the campaign is to raise S235.000. 
In phase one of the museum campaign, over S268.000 was raised. Individuals, businesses, civic 

groups, foundations and Lowell's three units of government all lent support toward its creation. 
• i . i . i . . I , . 

Pictured to the left, from left to right, are Judy Straub, Ernie Sakraska and Jim Doyle. 
l O I -* 

A Swedish Christmas custom is the existence of a Christmas 
gnome, call "tomte," At Christmas he carries a sack of pre-
sents over his shoulder, and pulls out gifts for the house-

hold members. 

GOOD LIVING 
SEASONAL OR YEAR ROUND 

2 bedroom, 2 bath mobile home, in 
park on rented lot. Partially 

furnished, nice porch and family 
room, shed on driveway. With 

washer and dryer hook up. $13,500 

1 -863-382-0284 
Sebring, FL 33872 

Meet your 
fifemlv 

neigMioitiood 
zeroes. 

SO down, 0 % financing and 0 payments until 2003 

when you buy a high-efficiency system from Bryant. 

_ ^ It s a writjct mrv to iirprcve youi 
now tnat neip has arrived.Vou set not only 

^ ^ do >011 get a great oeai Ncu get <1 on our 
highest «a(ed energy eff«cieiu furnace 
air conditioiers and heat pumps Which 

. - means yen n save money today and on 
your utility bills It s the least we can do to 

r 
keep you comfortaWe Whatever it takes: 

rctic. Inc. www.heatingcoolingonline.com 

HMttal 4 SytUM 
W 1904 

1301 Bowes Rd., Lowell, Ml 49331 
Phone 897-4123 
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The first official Times Square New Year's Eve celebration 
took place In 1904. A party was held on a roof for editors of 

a local magazine. 
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RANDY RUESINK 

On Your 2001 Racing Season! 
Winning the 2001 

State M.M.A. Dirt Championship & 
2001 M.M.A. Track Championship 
at Mid-Michigan Raceway Park. 

Best of luck in 2002! 
Your Family 

MllLka M' 

mmMt— - • 

CHEVROLET J ^ p r W r U B i m u c B 

Thomct 
CHEVROLET B U I C K 
1250 W. Main,Lowell 897-9294 

Is Your Source For Top Quality GM Vehicles Front! 
Or check out 

Thomet's online at: 
gmbuypower.com 

or email us al: 
s.thomet@inetniail.att.net 

"Most Dependable. LougesU Listing 

Trucks on the Road" 

B U I C K ' 

"It's All Good ". 

A Great Selection 
Of Used Cars& 

Trucks & New Car Trades 

Also See Us For 
Authorized GM 
Parts & Sen/ice 

http://www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com
http://www.lowell.kl2.mi.us
http://www.heatingcoolingonline.com
mailto:s.thomet@inetniail.att.net
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Fa the r George J . Fekete 

St. Maty Chinch 

A writer staled that there 
is a small book tilled Talcs 

From n Mo^ic Monastery. In 
the book a person asks a holy, 
wise, old monk. "Father , 
would you please lell me 
something about yourself?" 

The old man quest ioned. 
"Myself.v ' Then he answered. 
"My name used to be me but 

now ii is you." 
For the third Sunday of 

Advent, we read from St. 
Matthew 's Gospel. 11:2-11. 
In this passage John the Bap-
list sent his disciples to Jesus 
asking, in effect. "Who are 
you? Are you the Messiah?" 
Jesus doesn't answer John's 
questions directly. Instead. 
He tells John's disciples. "Go 
tell John what you hear and 

see: the blind regain their 
Night, the lame walk, lepers 

are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, and the 
poor have the good news pro-
claimed to them." These ac-
tixities can be found in the 

prophet Isaiah (Is.35:5-6). 
Jesus is doing these messi-

anic activities in His minis-
try. thus pointing to messi-
anic limes now being present. 
Therefore Jesus is the One 
who i> lo come. Jesus is the 
Messiah. 

The lesson we want to 
learn this Advent is how Jesus 
was so other-focused, so 

other-centered. Remember 
He also said. "I came that 

Of Faith 

they might have life and have 
it to the full" (John 10:10). 
Jesus would not say. "My 

name used lo be me." Bui He 
could so rightly say. "My 
name is you." The reason 
Jesus came was for our wel-
fare. our salvation. He was 
completely focused on us and 
our needs. He opened our eyes 
and our ears to His truth. He 
forgives us and gives His 
strength for our journey on 
earth. He heals us and em-
powers us to heal others and 

to minister to them. 
Last Friday morning 1 

heard on public radio that the 
Dunlop Tire Company would 
give a person Slb.000 if he 

would change his name to 
Dunlop. Jesus offers each of 
u s ete rn i t y w i t h H i mse If i f we 
would change our name from 

mc to you. 
God love you. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

DEC. 20: Ed Mohr. William. 

Henry Bunt. 
DEC. 21; Al Smith. Brooke 

Pane. Zacharv Tvkocki. 

DEC. 22: Jason Seeley. 
DEC. 23: Norma Stevens. 

Marie Dovle. 
DEC. 24: Jeffrey Pfaller. 
DEC. 25: Chris Woolfenden. 
Scoll Shindorf. ChrisTreglia. 
Jeni Clouser. Peggy Hayes. 
Star Daverman. 
DEC. 26: Margaret Gasper. 
Shay H a c k e r . S t ephan ie 

Newel l . Butch Landman, 

Kaitlvn Callihan. 

Rusch/Hildenbrand 
Lee Hi ldenbrand of Low ell and Rose Hi ldenbrand of 

Rockford announce the engagement of their son, Dave 

Hi ldenbrand to Sa rah J a n e Rusch of St. Louis, Mich. 
Hi ldenbrand is a 1992 g radua te of Low ell High School 

and received a bache lor ' s degree in public resource 

management f rom Michigan State University in 1996. He 

is the deputy chief of staff for Lt. Gov. Dick Pos thumus in 

Lansing. 
Rusch is a 1999 g r adua t e of Michigan State Univer-

sity and received a bachelor ' s degree in h u m a n resource 
management . She is a business consultant with the firm 
Cap Gemini Ernst & Young headqua r t e r ed in Detroit . 

The couple is p lanning an August 17,2002 wedding. 
They will make their home in Lowell Township. 

DeWitt/Latham 
Michelle Latham and Andy DeWitt were married 

October 27, 2001 at Vergennes United Methodist 
Church. The wedding was officiated by Rev. Nathaniel 

Johnson. 
The bride's parents are Barry and Darlene Latham 

of Lowell, and Ron and Jane Smith of Ludington. 
The groom's parents are Terry and Robin DeWitt 

of Farwell. 
Tracy DeWitt was maid of honor. Bridesmaids 

were: Tonya Mitchell, Charlene DeShane, Evelyn 

Brown and Jill Williams. 
Pat Rasch was best man. The groomsmen were: 

Scott DeWitt, Chad DeWitt, Joe Engle and Nate 

Whitten. 
Easton DeWitt, son of Andy and Michelle, and 

Kyle Whitten were ringbearers and Rylie Whitten was 

the flower girl. 
The bride is a Lowell High School graduate and 

attends Davenport University. 
The groom is a graduate of Caledonia High School. 

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY 
!> 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 
621 E. Mam Street • 897-5936 

Worship Sundays 8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. 
Coffee Hour 9:30 A.M. 
Sunday School 9:50 A.M. 

REV. B. GORDON BARRY 
Nursery & child care available at both services 

Barrier • Free Entrance 

THERE'S NO BETTER TIME 
TO BE AFFILIATED WITH 
A CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

Come worship with us. 
SUNDAY AT 1 1 A.M. 

LOWELL WESLEYAN CHURCH 
*1070 Lincoln Lake 

% mile north of Main Street 

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

2275 West Main Street •897-7168 
— Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org 

Rev. Burland Margesson & flev. W. Lee Taylor 
Wayne Haines, Youth Pastor 

~ Gun. Worship Service..9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M. 
Sunday School Hour 11:00 A.M. 
AWANA/JV Wed. 6:15 & 7 P.M. 

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times 
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free 

TPVERGREENir 
X J M I S S I O N A R Y C H U R C H 9 1 

10501 Settlewood • Ph 897-7185 

Sunday School 9:45 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11 A.M. 
Evening Service 6:00 P.M. 

Prayer and Praise - Wed.. 7:00 P.M. 
GLENN H. MARKS • Senior Pastor. 897-9110 
STAN GERIG • Associate Pastor, 897-5894 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
(Barrier-Free) 

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE 
UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 

Sunday Services 10:00 A.M. 
at the Cherry Creek Elementary School 
12675 Foreman Road, Lowell, Ml 49331 

CALL FOR FREE HOME BIBLE STUDIES 
Pastor Robert L. Hubbard x 

Phone: (616) 897-1267 
website www.aplighthouse.com • 

A L T O N B I B L E C H U R C H 
Lincoln Lake Ave. at 3 Mile Road 

897-5648 
Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M. 
Evening Praise 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday AWANA 7:00 P.M. 

(Sept. - April) 
Prayer and Bible Study..... 7:00 P.M. 

Pastor Ken Ford (Home) 697-6418 
' YOU ARE WELCOME! 

I vy I / . u i -J 

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER 
(Assembly of God) 

3050 Alden Nash S.E.* 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery 
Robert W. Holmes, Pastor 

Jonathan Walker, Youth Pastor 
Jason Grear, Children & Young Adults 

SUNDAYS: 
Worship: 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night: (For All Ages) 7 p.m. 

Generation Jacob Youth: 7 p.m. 

LOWELL CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 

201 N. Washington • 897-8800 
Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 
Morning Worship 10:50 A.M. 
Sunday Evening 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Family Ministry 7:00 P.M. 

PASTOR TIM DESHAW 
Staffed Nursery Provided 

Barrier-Free Entrance 

F I R S T C O N G R E G A T I O N A L 
C H U R C H O F L O W E L L 

(United Church of Christ) 
404 North Hudson • 897-5906 

Worship and Church School 10:00 A.M. 
Dr. Roger LaWarre Pastor 
Megan MacNaughton Music Director 
Barrier-Free....; ..Nursery Provided 

Com* Join U» fo r Prate* A Worship 

C A L V A R Y C H R I S T I A N 
R E F O R M E D C H U R C H 

O F L O W E L L 
Rev. William J. Renkema - 897-7060 

1151 West Main Street. Lowell. Ml 
Morning Worship 10:00 A. M. 
Sunday School 11:20 A.M. 
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free 

G O O D S H E P H E R D 
L U T H E R A N C H U R C H 

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod) 
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21 

www.iserv.net/~goodshep 
Sunday School 9:00 A.M 
Sunday Worship 10:00 A.M. 

(Nursery available) 

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307 
All facilities are wheelchair accessible 

VIII ihJ w«>llUll ^ klfH L'wKlJiltOv MUlliJlll 

ADA-LOWELL 5 
M-21 5 Minutes East of Amway H Q. 

( 4 . 5 0 K i d s a l l s h o w s 

< 6 1 6 ) 

897-1351 

$ 4 . 7 5 DAILY M a t i n e e s t i l 6 p m & Seniors 

$ 5 . 0 0 Students A Late S h o w s F f i a S a t 

$ 5 . 7 5 Evenings Mon -Thurs 

O No p a s s e s 

ALL SCREENS 

DIGITAL STEREO 

Unlimited Fr>» Drink Ratllli A .25c Corn R«tllli 
Dmluxa Air Hockey Table 

S £ 1 
COMFORTABLE OELUXE ROCKING ^ 

CHAIR SEATS WITH CUP HOLDERS 

M O V I 

ITHE GIFT OF MOVIESl 
i$10 Book Plus $1 Free. 

GIFT CERTIFICATES 

$20 Book Plus $2 Free 

NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE 

• STARTS W E D N E S D A Y * 
OLORD OF THE 

RINGS (PG-13) | 

SHOWTUHES 12/17-12/18 
ONOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE 
(R) 11:10,12:55. 2:40, 4:30, 
7:00, 9:00 
O OCEANS EUVEN (PG-13) 
12:00,2:25, 5:10, 7:30, 9:45 
BEHIND ENEMY UNES (PG-13) 
11:40,1:50,4:00, 7:10, 9:30 
HARRY POTTER AND THE 
SORCERER S STONE (PG) 
12:20,3:20,6:30, 9:25 
MONSTERS, INC. (G) 
11:00,1:00,3:10, 5:20, 7:20, 
9:20 

2 0 o z . D R I N K 

by Roger Brown 

For Those of you who might notice... we inadvertently ran a previously 
published Cozy Corner last week. The following is the current column. Good 

thing the hoss is out of town. Hi Rog! 

Before beginning this week ' s column I read my last 
offering. I promised a continuation of questions and answers 
on a recent trip to China. My first thought was, "I can' t believe 
I 'm trying to pass this stuff off as journalism." 

I had a little pep talk with myself. I said to myself, 4tRoger, 
everyone you bump into asks about your China trip. These 
people ask you lots of questions and seem interested in your 

responses. Do your best to translate this street banter into a 
digestible column." I wish I could be more like Vince 

Lombardi or Zig Ziglar when I have these talks with myself. 

Q. Is language a problem ? 
A. How long since you 've brushed up on your Mandarin 

Chinese? The general populace doesn't speak any English. At 

hotels and restaurants catering to tourists, you'll find clerks 
and waitresses with passable English. There are English speak-
ing tour guides available at reasonable rates. 

If you're thinking you might get by with a phrase book, 
sign language and speaking slowly ... you are in for a lot of 
blank stares. Those tricks might work for you in Europe, 

Mexico or Alabama but not in China. As near as I can tell, the 
only thing Mandarin Chinese has in common with our lan-

guage is the lips move. 

Q. How do you get around? 

A. There is an interesting business card system. Every 
person and every business has a bilingual business card. 
Wherever you go, or whoever you meet, you make it a habit of 
getting a card. When you get into a cab you simply show the 
driver the card with your destination's address. In six months 
my daughter has collected a huge book full of cards. There are 

close to 20 million people in Shanghai. You need a BIG book. 
Hotels have a large rack of cards for popular attractions, 

restaurants, etc. You take a card for a recommended restaurant, 
show it to a cab driver and away you go. Just make sure you 
have a card from the hotel for your return trip. You could be lost 
for a long time. 

Q. How are the prices? 
A. That depends on what you' re buying and where you buy 

it. My daughter took my wife to a small city near Shanghai 
popular for silks and pearls. The trick is to barter exhaustively 
for every purchase. My wife came home with lots of stuff, most 

noticeably an impressive double strand of white fresh water 
pearls she picked up for fifty bucks U.S. Similar pearls in a 
government store, a tour would take you to, would cost many 
times that much. It helps to have a savvy daughter living there. 

Hotels are a bargain. A room in a Holiday Inn Crowne 
Plaza in downtown Beijing was less than $100 per night and 

included a lavish breakfast buffet. Restaurants can vary tre-
mendously. All six of us had lunch in a Beijing restaurant with 
no English menu. We had bowls of noodles and vegetables, 

plates of steamed vegetables, skewers of beef, soft drinks and 
a beer for my son-in-law. Total tab... eight bucks. Restaurants 
catering to tourists approach U.S. prices. 

Food, goods and services vary from exceedingly cheap to 
relatively high. If you demand U.S. stuff, you'll pay for it. If 
you live like a local, you can gel by for very little. The best buy 

in China is a haircut. About four dollars gets you a ten-minute 
shampoo and scalp massage, another twenty minutes of upper 
body massage and finally a stylist cuts your hair. No tax. No 
tipping. No kidding. 

Q. What is there to do? 

A. The obvious is sightseeing. In Shanghai there is a 
wonderful new museum, the historic harbor area, ancient 
temples and lavish gardens. Within walking distance from a 
downtown Beijing hotel are Tienanmen Square, the Forbidden 

City, Mao 's Tomb, the Great Hall of the People, the National 
Museum, the Imperial Gardens and more. A taxi or bus will 

lake you to the Summer Palace, the Temple of Heaven and a 
choice of sites along the Great Wall. In Xian there are some 
notable attractions, but the highpoint of our trip was a visit to 
the Qin Dynasty tomb and its terra cotta army. I could easily 
write an entire column on Qin 's clay soldiers. Can you lell I 
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was fascinated, or what? Like Bob Dole says to his dog in the 
Brittany Spears commercial, <4Easy boy." 

The history of China never ceased to boggle my mind. Yes, 
I realize that 's not necessarily difficult. The museums were full 
of beautiful relics in fine porcelain, bronze, ivory or jade. Some 
of it dated back to 1,600 B.C.! Qin ' s 2,200-year- old clay 
soldiers were armed with cross bows accurate up to 200 yards 
and featured a complex four-piece trigger mechanism of cast 
bronze parts. The tolerances were so fine that the parts were 
interchangeable from weapon to weapon. And I thought we 

invented interchangeable parts in the U.S. back in the ISOO's. 
Told you my mind is easily boggled. 

Q. I'm not into history. What else is there to do? 

A. We took in a Tibelian acrobat show. It was cheap and 
tremendous entertainment. A Chinese opera is supposed to be 
a treat, but I couldn't conjure up enough culture to make the 

effort. 
Ah, but the biggie is shopping. There are markets, markets 

and more markets. The one I liked best was the Shanghai copy 

market. Everything was copied, pirated or fake. Everything 
was open to unmerciful bartering. It was a hoot! I bought a 

bunch of fake Tommy Bahama 100 percent silk shirts for 
about six bucks each. Phony North Face Gortex Parkas go for 
about twenty bucks. Pirated DVDs are less than a buck apiece. 
There are ten dollar Rolex watches and five dollar Timberline 

boots. I bought a great North Face backpack for less than eight 
bucks. Great fun - just don' t gel caught short and have to use 

the restroom. Next question. 
Q. How are the sanitary facilities ? 

A. At airports, hotels, good restaurants, etc.. the bath-
rooms range from good to excellent. Out and about with the 
locals, don't go unless you absolutely have to... especially if 
you are a female. Imagine the foulest roadside toilet with no 
seal, simply a hole in the floor, that 's a Chinese public toilet. 
We were there in cool weather. I can ' t imagine using one of 
these facilities in August without fainting dead away. * 

I hate to end this column on a sour note about toilets, but 
I 'm way over my word budget. I have a lot more lo lell you 
about China, my grandkids and the trip in general. Even if it 
does seem like this travelogue is heading down the toilet, I 'm 
afraid I 'm going 10 have another pep talk with myself and 
stretch it into one more column. See you next week. 

By 

Priscilla Lussmyer 

Ledger Entries 
of 125,100,75,50 & 25 Years Ago 

125 YEARS T H E W E E K L Y JOURNAL DEC. 20 ,1876 
The late rain was an answer to prayers. Wells and cisterns 

have been getting quite low. 
"A few cattle in the streets last Saturday, and a few sleighs 

missing straw, hay, etc. on Saturday night. Pound them, 

Marshal." 
Ira Nash comes in with a hen 's egg, three inches long and 

six inches in circumference. 
Powlison Quick & Co. are preparing their mill for the 

season with a 60 horse power engine and two million feet of 

logs purchased, and more contracted for. 
Piles of bricks are growing on the east end of Union block. 

Mr. J.C. Train plans to build a three-story there in the spring. 

100 years The Lowell Ledger December 19, 1901; This 
issue is missing as well as every issue until May, 1902; we 

substitute columns from the first year Ledger Entries was 

published, 1987. 
114 YEARS DECEMBER 2 2 , 1 8 8 7 

Amer ican Jake Fibrain and Briton Jim Smith go 
bare-knuckled for 116 rounds, until darkness and cold end the 

fight. The champions later agree to declare a draw, saving their 

energies to take on Boston's Sullivan. 
The new $300 organ for the Congregational Church has 

arrived at Stocking's music store. 
J.S. Dougall 's mill has shipped out 60,000 lbs. of pancake 

flour, but had to buy most of the buckwheat from New York. 
The village council names streets: Peck Ave., Winegar St. 

and Hunter St. which runs east-west, intersecting Winegar and 

James Sts. 

75 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER 
A N D THE ALTO SOLO DECEMBER 23,1926 

The radio compass has removed the terrors of sailing in 
fog. Radio signals instead of stars provide the reckoning 

points. 
"Lives there a woman with soul so dead. Who never to 

herself has said, * Oh I wish someone would make me a 
Christmas gift of a pair of Rollins silk hose from Shuter 's '" . 

The Grand Rapids Anti-Tuberculosis Society will have a 
free clinic in Lowell Thursday for chest examinations. Those 

in doubt about their health, malnourished children and those 
who have lived with a person having tuberculosis, are urged to 

come in. 
Christmas ads, visits and stories make up the news this 

week; fortunately, no calamities. 

50 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER DEC. 20 ,1951 
Newell Mfg. Co. has sent customers in 48 states a 

gift-wrapped box of Lowell products: Runciman prebaked 

beans, Kellogg vinegar, Christoff dressing. Rutherford mince-
meal and tomatoes, and King pancake and all-purpose flour. 

Santa will give gifts to the kids as they exit the Strand 

Theatre after a special free show Saturday morning. 

Gus Liebbe. who operated the button factory making 
buttons from clam shells from 1932 to J 946. dies. 

Roof beams for the new recreation building at the 4-H 
fairgrounds finally arrive: now plans can be made for ice-skating 

there. 
A one-room addition to the Whitneyville School will start 

soon: the money was raised by resident L. A.Brown, president 

of Corduroy Rubber, w ho gave half, and other residents. 

25 YEARS THE GRAND VALLEY LEDGER DEC. 23,1976 

Two cars "come in contact" with a train in fog and on 
slippery roads at Three Mile Road, with only minor personal 

injuries reported. 
With dwindling support of area governments, the Grand 

River Watershed Council will cease operations at the first of 

the year. 
The Junior Achievement Rikkety Rokkets have the high-

est sales of any group at the Easibrook J A Mall Sale, plus 

second highest in the sale's 22 years. 
Pres. Nancy Bieri welcomes the 31 new members of the 

National Honor Society to the induction ceremonies. 
A five-horsepower scale model of a Model-T Ford will be 

the prize in a drawing sponsored by Showboat Corporation. 

Sharing 
The Vision 

BERT BLEKE 
Lowell Schools Superintendent 

a 

K 

General Eisenhower was fond of saying. "Plans are noth-
ing, but planning is everything." What I think General 
Eisenhower meant is that any specific plan could go astray 

once a battle begins. However, with good planning that allows 
for flexibility and contingencies, battles will be won. In an 

interesting sort of way, our schools now find ourselves in just 
this situation. We know that soon we will face a major battle. 
That battle is reduced school funding due to the national and 

state recession. What we do not know is what our reduced 
revenue will be, when we will know it, or how long our 
reductions will last. Thus, a proactive, flexible plan to counter 

both uncertainty and reduced revenue is necessary. • 
Credible information from Lansing indicates that the state 

treasury is in its worst financial shape in 40 years. Most experts 
agree that our state is facing a budget deficit of approximately 
$1 billion dollars. The economic downturn of these many 
months combined with heavy reliance on the state sales tax to 

fund schools has created a huge problem for K-12 education. 
For the Lowell Area Schools alone, we project a loss of 

revenue for the 2002-2003 school year to range from a mini-
mum of $ I million dollars to as much as S1.7 million dollars. 

The challenge facing our schools is how to creatively 
reduce spending while not reducing the quality of educational 
programs. This challenge will be especially difficult, as the 
Lowell Area Schools remain one of the lowest funded schools 

in Kent County and has operated for years on an already lean 

budget. 
Clearly the need for excellence in planning is evident. 

While our task is difficult. I am confident that we will continue 
to find ways to improve our schools. We will also continue to 

inform and engage the community in this planning process. It 
is critical to consider all options as we work together to solve 

the funding issues that challenge the quality of our educational 

programs. 
If you have any questions regarding the difficult economic 

issues facing our district, please do not hesitate to call Connie 
Gillette, assistant superintendent for finance or Bert Bleke. 

superintendent at your convenience at 897-8415. 

Your comments about this concern or any issue would be 
greatly appreciated. Send to Bert Bleke, Lowell Area Schools. 300 
High St., Lowell, Ml 49331 or hhlekc@remcS.k12.mi.us. (check 
out our web page at www.lowell.kl2.mi.us) 

http://www.fbclowell.org
http://www.aplighthouse.com
http://www.iserv.net/~goodshep
mailto:hhlekc@remcS.k12.mi.us
http://www.lowell.kl2.mi.us
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PROCEEDINGS 
OF 

CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE 

CITY OF LOWELL 

For the Regular Meeting of MONDAY, December 3, 
2001. 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor 
Biough and the City Clerk called Roll. 
Present: Councilmembers Brubaker, Green, Myers, 
Shores and Mayor Biough. 
Absent: None. 
Also Present: City Manager David Pasquale, City Clerk 
Betty Morlock, Chief of Police James Valentine, Planning 
Commissioner Jim Pfaller, Planning Commission Chair-
man Jim Hall, Downtown Historic District Commission 
Chairman Stephen Doyle and Police Officer James 
Hinton. 

IT WAS MOVED BY GREEN and seconded by SHORES 
to approve the minutes of the November 19,2001 regular 
meeting as written, 
YEA: 5. 
NAY: 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

IT WAS MOVED BY SHORES and seconded by MYERS 
to excuse the absence of Councilmember Brubakerfrom 
the November 19, 2001 meeting. 
YEA: 5. 
NAY: 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS and seconded by 
BRUBAKER that the bills and accounts payable be 
allowed and the warrants issued. 
YEA: 5, 
NAY: 0. 
ABSENT; 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

BILLS AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE (12/03/01) 

GENERAL FUND 599,826.60 
MAJOR STREET FUND 2,286.10 
LOCAL STREET FUND 4,251.03 
DDA FUND 12,710.71 
CITY HALL CONSTRUCTION FUND 6,263.10 
WASTEWATER FUND 30,074.97 
WATER FUND 9,080.18 
DATA PROCESSING FUND 542.07 
EQUIPMENT FUND 30.55 
CURRENT TAX FUND 5,407.90 
LOOK FUND 552.00 

Mayor Biough introduced State Representative Jim 
Koetje. Koetje explained he would be Lowell's new State 
Representative once the upcoming election takes place, 
due to the redistricting. Lowell's current State Represen-
tative, Doug Hart, will encompass much of Koetje's 
former district. 
Presently, Koetje serves on the Commerce Committee, 
Civil Judiciary Committee, Vice Chairman of the Land 
Use Committee and Chairman on the Gaming and Ca-
sino Committee. 
This is Koetje's second term and he looks forward to 
working with the City of Lowell. 

Item #1. LOWELL AREA SCHOOLS - COLLECTION 
OF SUMMER TAXES FOR 2002. As in previous years, 
the Lowell Area Schools has requested the City collect 
the summer property taxes for the district. As part of 
continuing resolution, the City collects LAS property 
taxes at no fee but is able to keep the interest earned 
during the bank deposit before distributing these monies. 
Thus, City Manager Pasquale recommended the current 
policy for collecting summer taxes be maintained and a 
resolution passed. 

IT WAS MOVED BY GREEN and seconded by SHORES 
to collect the Lowell Area Schools summer taxes for 2002 
as proposed. 
YEA: 5. 
NAY: 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Item #2. PROPERTY TAX ADMINISTRATION SYS-
TEM (PTAS) UPGRADE PROJECT- FINAL CONSID-
ERATION OF AMENDED AGREEMENT. Mayor Biough 
suggested tabling the item until Assistant Kent County 
Administrator Al Vanderberg was present. 
Counci lmember Brubaker stated the letter from 

Vanderberg notes that 15 local units approved the agree-
ment in its previous form. He inquired if the Lowell City 
Council was one of those. Pasquale responded yes. 
By general consensus, the Council agreed to fable the 
item until Vanderberg arrived. 

Item #3. CONSIDERATION OF REIMBURSEMENT 
RESOLUTION RELATED TO PURCHASE OF NEW 
PUMPER FIRE TRUCK. At its October 15, 2001 meet-
ing, the Council approved the purchase of a pumper/ 
tanker fire truck from Spencer Manufacturing, Inc. at a 
cost of $283,415. A $100,000 grant from the Lowell Area 
Community Fund was received toward the purchase. 
The balance is divided between the City, Lowell and 
Vergennes Townships. 

The resolution would allow the City to finance a portion of 
the purchase price at a tax exempt installment purchase 
agreement during the time the truck is delivered. 
The City will solicit proposals from local financial institu-
tions for this purpose. Pasquale recommended the 
Council adopt the resolution. 
Chief Martin stated the townships are also in favor of the 
resolution. 

IT WAS MOVED BY SHORES and seconded by MYERS 
to adopt the reimbursement resolution related to the 
purchase of a new pumper fire truck as proposed. 
YEA: 5. 
NAY: 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Item #4. AWARD OF BIDS - SELLING FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF MOVING A HOUSE LOCATED AT 310 
AVERY. An advertisement for bids was provided for the 
purchase of the recently acquired 310 Avery for the 
purpose of moving the residence. One bid was received 
on the bid opening date of November 29. Roger Cahoon 
of 504 E. Main Street submitted the only bid of $1,000 
(the minimum acceptable). 
Councilmember Shores inquired if there was a time limit 
as to when the house had to be moved. City Manager 
Pasquale responded this was not mentioned in the 
advertisement. Pasquale believed the City would not be 
considering construction until sometime in June. He felt 
the house would be moved sometime in the Spring. 

Councilmember Myers inquired what the cost would 
have been to demolish the house. Pasquale responded 
the previous bids received for demolition on other struc-
tures were between three and four thousand dollars. 
Myers was grateful there was someone interested in 
moving the house and saving the City a considerable 
amount of money. He questioned the Council's position 
toward waiving specific fees. Shores believed this would 
create future problems with other possible purchases 
and would be opposed to such an offer. 

IT WAS MOVED BY SHORES and seconded by GREEN 
to accept Roger Cahoon's bid of $1,000 for the purchase 
of 310 Avery Street with the house being moved no later 
than May 30, 2002. 
YEA: 5. 
NAY: 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Item #5. CITIZEN COMMENTS: Mayor Biough ex-
plained the City of Lowell has been contacted by Lowell 
and Vergennes townships with regard to preserving 
significant natural areas. The proposed study includes 
the City. Planning Commission Chairman Jim Hall 
attended the meeting held on November 28, 2001 in 
order to understand the proposal provided by the group. 
Hall explained the Natural Conservancy is a group of 
students from a local college who would survey the 
natural areas. The students investigate specific plants 
and geology. The program will probably be very little 
benefit to the City, except for being close to both town-
ships. The committee will provide documentation to the 
Lowell Area Community Fund. Hall noted the group has 
already completed a study of Ada. From this. Hall 
believed such a study would be a good planning tool for 
all Planning Commissions involved. 

Biough noted the Committee would submit an applica-
tion to the Lowell Area Community Fund for funding. The 
proposed study would include the City of Lowell as well 
as Lowell and Vergennes townships. As Hall pointed out, 
the City probably does not have significant natural areas. 
However, such a study could provide a planning tool 
which could be used in the future. Councilmember 
Brubaker inquired if the idea was to have the natural 
conservation area study lead to local governmental regu-
lations. Hall responded the program was strictly on a 

voluntary basis only. If a significant area is found, the 
property owner would be made aware of this. However, 
if not interested, no further contact would be made. 
IT WAS MOVED BY MYERS and seconded by SHORES 
to support the resolution stating the City of Lowell sup-
ports jointly an effort to apply for funds for the significant 
natural areas study as proposed. 
YEA: 5. 
NAY: 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Hall also stated the Planning Commission and the Kent 
oounty Youth Fair wish to create a Master Plan for the 
Kent County Youth Fair property (Recreation Park). With 
the Department of Public Works, Waste Water Treat-
ment Plant and Fire Station all needing possible expan-
sion in the future, there would be less room for the Kent 
County Youth Fair and other associated functions. Owner 
Jim Reagan who has significant property across the 
street has consented and would allow this to be included 
in the overall study. 
Pasquale noted the Master Plan recently undertaken by 
the Parks and Recreation Commission could be for-
warded to the Committee. Councilmember Green be-
lieved the Committee may already have the answers 
available to them once the Master Plan is reviewed, 
Therefore, the Lowell Area Community Fund would not 
have to be utilized. Hall stated he would be present at the 
next meeting. 

Hall also stated the Planning Commission reviewed the 
intersection of Hudson and Foreman streets. It was 
suggested instead of widening Foreman, it might make 
more sense to review the possibility of continuing 
Ridgeview north from Main Street to Foreman. Foreman 
would then run into Gee Drive at an intersection. This 
would allow truck traffic another way out of the City limits. 
Biough asked if City staff had reviewed the proposal. 
Pasquale responded briefly. 
Pasquale explained one advantage the City has is Gee 
Drive has been declared a Major Street. Therefore, State 
Shared Revenues can be utilized for improvements for 
this road. However, this is not available for the new 
street, which means local tax ddllars would have to be 
used in order to provide the improvements. 

Green asked if the City requested an engineering study 
on the corner of Hudson and Foreman. Pasquale re-
sponded this is currently being done. 
Pasquale noted he endorses the proposal, it's just a 
financial burden at this point. 
Brubaker questioned what the other designation was 
being reviewed for Gee Drive. Pasquale responded 
Federal Urban Aid Systems. He noted Foreman is 
eligible to receive 80 percent funding on construction 
projects. This is also being considered for Gee Drive, 
However, an updated traffic count is necessary. Pasquale 
stated even if the street does qualify, it may be five plus 
years before monies are received. 

Shores inquired if there was a way to know whether 
trucks are traveling west to Alden Nash. Valentine 
responded the factories have been asked to inform the 
drivers when leaving and also post it to direct trucks to the 
west. 
Myers asked if the Commission had reviewed the possi-
bility of reaching Godfrey from Foreman. Hall responded 
Godfrey is almost out of the question because of its 
connection with Lincoln Lake and the turns which need to 
be made. 
No further information was provided. 

Item #6. PROPERTY TAX ADMINISTRATION SYS-
TEM (PTAS) UPGRADE PROJECT - FINAL CONSID-
ERATION OF AMENDED AGREEMENT. At is April 24, 
2000 meeting, the City Council approved the upgrade of 
the PTAS tax administration system, which handles the 
Assessing and Treasurer functions for Kent County. The 
upgraded system is the "best of class" software for tax 
administration and eliminates "double entry" performed 
by the local assessor and the Bureau of Equalization for 
reconciliation. 

Final amended agreement contains several minor 
changes. The intent remains the same. 
Councilmember Green inquired if the annual fee changed 
at all. Pasquale responded no. IT WAS MOVED BY 
GREEN and seconded by SHORES to adopt the final 
agreement for the Property Tax Administration System 
(PTAS) upgrade project with Kent County. 
YEA: 5. , 

NAY: 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
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Brownies to Deliver 
Holiday Ornaments 

»• 

Lowell Brownie Troop 1824 has been busy making 
Angel and Santa ornaments along with decorating gift 

bags for children at Metropolitan, Spectrum Health 

Blodgett, Mary Free Bed and Saint Mary's. 

The girls will deliver the gifts on Thursday, Dec. 20. 

Upon delivery, they will sing a few Christmas Carols. 

"These girls are a very caring and loving troop," said 
leader Angela Denison. She shares those dulies with 

Lacie Aherns. 

Pictured, front row, left to right, are: Julie Smith, 
Molly Denison, Nicole Platz, Katie Aherns, Kendra 

Campbell, Nicole Cummings, Brigitte Casalina and 
Kendra Black; back row, left to right, are: Bailey 

Loughlin, Mattie Newman, Samantha Poll, Emily 

Mundwiler, Emily Dec, Maranda Mayes-Johnson, 
Heather Dimmick, Jamie Billings and Annette Kehoe. 

Lowell graduate faces lengthy recovery 
Trent and Jeni Rummelt, owners of the Solid Impact 

Fitness Gym in Caledonia, are in stable condition at Mary Free 
Bed in Grand Rapids after suffering from injuries in a traffic 
accident on Route 80 near Cedar Rapids, IA, on Saturday, 
Nov. 24. 

They were flown here on Dec. 4 from an Iowa city hospital 
where they had both gone through extensive surgery from 
broken bones. Trent's brother, Chad was pronounced dead at 
the scene. His parents, Jeff and Ann (Rummelt) Ulin were still 
in critical condition and will remain at the hospital in Iowa 
until they can be transported to a local hospital in this area. 

Family members and many loyal friends are running Solid 

Impact Fitrtess Gym until Trent and Jeni are back on their feel. 
Each had a broken leg and other injuries, and need physical 
therapy. Jeni has a 12 percent chance of walking again because 
of her back injury with a crimped spinal cord. She is deter-
mined to walk again and needs lots of prayers from her 
hometown community. 

She is a graduate of Lowell High School and the daughter 
of Jim and Jerry Francis. Her husband grew up in the Grand 
Rapids area. Chad was his only brother and was preceded in 
death by their father. Trent is hoping to be released from the 
hospital this week. 

Red Arrow icers skate past Knights and Sailors 
Lowell defeated Kenowa Hills 9-4 on Friday. Corey Kelly scored 5 goals with assists from 

Ted McCoy and Brandon John. McCoy also added 2 goals with assists from John, Ramsey 
Charrouf and John Truszkowski. John and Kyle Austin also scored with assists fromTruszkowski, 
Pat McMahon and Jeff Moore. 

Lowell defeated South Christian 8-2 on Saturday. McCoy led the way with 3 goals and two 
assists while John contributed 2 goals and 3 assists. Additional goals were scored by Kelly, 
David Sweeney and Aaron Benmark with assists by Charrouf and David Blair. 

The next game for Lowell JV is Saturday, Dec. 22 at 9 p.m. against South Christian at 
Standard Federal Ice Center. 

A newspaper is a circulating library with high 

blood pressure. 
Author Unknown 

People take different 
roads seeking fulfillment 
and happiness. Just 
because theyVe not on 
your road doesn*t mean 
they've gotten lost. 
—H. Jackson Brown, Jr. 

Trent and Jeni Rummelt 

* * * 

Family Dentistry & Braces 
Todd Gilian, D.D.S. 

< 
Quality Dental Care 

For You & Your Family 
• We Welcome New Patients 

• Early Morning & Evening 

Appointments Available 

• We Cater To Cowards 

• Free Evaluation For Braces 

(across from Family Fare Shopping Plaza) 

2186 W. Main • Lowell 
897-8491 
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r/rr COUNCIL 
Item #7. COUNCIL COMMENTS. Councilmember 
Shores commented on the Christmas parade and festivi-
ties held on December 1, 2001. She was not able to 
attend, but heard it was a huge success. There were over 
60 entries in the parade and many volunteers partici-
pated. 
Councilmember Brubaker echoed Shores comments. 
Councilmember Myers has been requested by the Kent 
County Commissioners to be reappointed to the Kent 
District Library Board of Trustees. He has served on the 
board for approximately one and a half years now. He 
also has been serving on the KDL Pension Board. He 
asked for the endorsement of the City Council. 
IT WAS MOVED BY BRUBAKER and seconded by 
SHORES to forward a recommendation to Kent County 
that Charles Myers be reappointed to the Kent District 
Library Board. 
YEA: 5. 
NAY: 0. 
ABSENT: 0. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Myers also stated City Manager Pasquale has been very 

consistent with his attendance at the Metro Council 
Transportation Committee meetings. This shows very 
well for our City. 
Councilmember Green stated the parade was great and 
it was very well attended. 

Item #8. MANAGER'S REPORT. City Manager 
Pasquale reported on the following: 
A. The following meetings minutes were provided: 
• Downtown Historic District Commission meeting of 
October 10, 2001 
• Grand Valley Metro Council - Transportation Policy 
Committee meeting of October 17, 2001 
. Planning Commission meeting of October 22, 2001 
.Lowell Community Walking Trails meeting of November 
14, 2001 
. Community Leadership Cooperation meeting of No-
vember 16, 2001. 
B. A letter was received from Ruth McCrank, deputy 
Director of the Kent District Library, explaining KDL's 
contract with Unique Management, which has success-
fully collected many overdue materials. 
C. In a conversation with Pasquale, John Winters of the 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources said he was 
familiar with the White's Bridge property donated to the 
State from the City and its development for a canoe 
launch. He mentioned he would respond back by early 
January. 

Item #9. APPOINTMENTS. Mayor Biough stated there 
are two vacancies on the Planning Commission. Any 
interested citizens should make application to the Mayor 
through the City staff. A short letter as to why they wish 
to serve and qualifications will be considered by Council. 
Myers noted one individual who may be interested in 
serving on the Commission. He IS a registered appraiser. 
Mayor Biough stated there is one more meeting in this 
calendar year. He asked the Council to support a 
referendum for him to vacate the Mayor's chair for the last 
meeting and have Councilmember Green chair the meet-
ing, due to this being his last. The Councilmembers 
agreed. 
IT WAS MOVED BY GREEN to adjourn at 8:22 p.m. 
DATE APPROVED: Monday, December 17, 2001 

Michael K. Biough, Mayor 
Betty R. Morlock, Clerk 



The Lowell ledger-Wednesday, December 19,2001 -Page 8 

Along Main Street 

35 

YMCA HOLIDAY HOURS 
The Lowell Wellness Center hours are: Dec. 24 (Christ-

mas Eve) from 5:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.; Dec. 25:Closed; Dec. 26: 7 
a.m. - 9:30 p.m.: Dec. 31 (New Year 's Eve) from 5:30 a.m. -
I p.m.; Jan. 1: Closed. The Teen Center and Lowell Main 
Office will be closed on Dec. 24 / 25 and Dec. 31/Jan. 1. 

WINTER FAST PITCH CLINIC TO BE OFFERED 
Lowell Hiijh School Softball coaches will hold a winter 

fast pitch clinic for all elementary and middle school girls 
interested in becoming a softball pitcher. Alto gym: Thurs-
days, Jan. 10.17,24,31 and Feb. 7 ,14 ,21. Grades 6 and under 
at 6 p.m.; grades 7-8 at 7 p.m. Cost: $25, includes aT-shirt. Call 
Bob Rodenhouse at 897-4125 or 245-4596 for info. 

MUSEUM HOLIDAY HOURS 
AND NEW DOCENT TRAINING 

The Lowell Area Historical Museum, with galleries fea-
turing Lowell's early history, industry and retailing, as well as 
the showboat, will be open during Christmas break. If you and 
your family are looking for something interesting and tun to 
do. stop in on Thursday between 1 and 8 p.m.; or Saturday/ 
Sunday between 1 and 4 p.m. Closed Christmas and New 

Year's Day. 
Museum docent training will take place on Tuesday. Jan. 

8 at 7 p.m. If interested in being a volunteer and providing a 

much needed service, contact Judy at 897-7688. 

LIBRARY BRANCHES CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY 
The Englehardt and Alto branches of Kent District Library 

and the KDL Service Center will be closed Monday. Dec. 24 

and Tuesday, Dec. 25 for the Christmas holiday. Regular 
hours will resume on Wednesday, Dec. 26. They will also be 

closed on Tuesday, Jan. I. 

CLASS OF 1960 TO M E E T AT BOB EVANS 
There will be a breakfast held at the Bob Evans on 28lh St., 

west of Cascade, at 9:30 a.m. Friday, Dec. 28 for the Lowell 

class of 1960. Bring your spouse or a friend. 

WINTER ARTS CLASSES AT L A A C 
The Lowell Area Arts Council will be offering Winter 

Arts Classes for children (ages 5-12) and teens and adults 
beginning the week of January 21. To receive a listing of the 
c l a s s o f f e r i n g s , cal l 8 9 7 - 8 5 4 5 or e - m a i l : 

lowellailscouncil@ameritech.net. 

NEW LOCATION FOR YOUR NEWSPAPERS 
The Lowell High School girls softball team is still collect-

ing newspapers and phone books . . . But there is a new location 
for dropping them off - It is now at Family Fare parking lot in 

the trailer n6ar Main Street. 

0 U T D 0 0 
By Dave Stegehuis 

FOR THE BIRDS 

Many years ago. my wife Gwen began feeding birds in our 
yard. We haven't done any research or even casual reading on 
bird feeding, so our knowledge on the subject has come from 
trial and error. Each spring we seem to have more feathered 
guests than the year before. During the summer, the birds 
consume about 30 pounds of sunflower seeds a month. The 
peak comes in the fall as the birds gather for their journey to 
more hospitable regions. At that time, the volume will grow-

to 45 pounds; our yard becomes a fast food stop on the way 

south. 
We share our property, which includes good bird habitat, 

with a variety of other creatures. The woods provide cover 
which protects the birds from predators as well as the weather. 
The feeders are placed under a canopy of tree branches which 
discourage owls and hawks from swooping in and picking off 
unsuspecting diners. One day we noticed that all the birds had 

suddenly disappeared. The reason became apparent when we 
spotted a red-tailed hawk perched in a nearby oak. After a 
while, the hawk left and the birds quickly returned. Those little 

fellows are more alert than you might think. 
The feeders dangle from wire strung high enough to not 

pose a threat to human traffic and still prevent local squirrels 

from sharing the buffet. The squirrels proved to be formidable 
adversaries as several of our early squirrel foiling attempts met 

with failure. Sometimes the neighborhood cats come around, 
but so far they haven't had any luck bagging songbirds. Again, 
the height of the feeders provides security for the birds. 

The front of our house is near the feeders and has glass 
doors and large windows which could be a collision hazard. 

We have, however, never witnessed or found evidence of a 
fatality caused by an accidental crash. The large deck in front 
of the windows must tip them off to the danger, otherwise, we 
would have to decorate the glass to warn the birds. 

Several tall dense blue spruce trees shelter the birds from 

cold, wind, and rain. We set out a few bird houses, but the 
majority of the flock find their own accommodations. 

Some birds require special attention. The liquid hum-

mingbird food is kept fresh and is removed from the yard in 
early fall so the tiny birds will not stay too long before heading 

south. A store-bought suet cake hangs in a wire mesh box with 
a copper roof on it especially for the woodpeckers, but they do 
share it with other species. All the birds appreciate the water 
in the bird bath hanging from a limb. Also, keeping the area 

and feeders clean helps to prevent illness among the flock. 
Many of the birds, particularly the chickadees, will con-

tinue to use the feeders while we are standing only a few feet 
away. There is plenty of activity in the yard to provide 
enjoyment year-round. Those of you who feed birds know 
what I mean. If you do decide to give bird feeding a try 
yourself, take care to provide a safe environment for our 

feathered friends. 
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As Low as 
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Call 897-9261 < 

Custom 
Service, 

* 0 Just 
^ For You! 

897-8106 
2 6 0 - 4 0 8 0 L B T O N 

Country Hills 
2 0 5 0 W, Main St. • Suite C, Lowell 

• Each of f icc i n d e p e n d e n t l y o w n e d and opera ted 

' W 

1 

Advertise in this 
space for only 

$060, 
PER WEEK 

Call 897-9261 

Durkee Lumber, 
inc. 

Lumber and Building Materiais 

868-6026 
6071 Depot St. 

Alto, Ml 

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING 
New Homes • Replacements 

Upgrades • Conversions Etc. 

DECEMBER SPECIALS 

20% OFF 
4 ITEMS OR MORE 

DRYCLEANING OR 
WETCLEANING ORDERS 
Excludes Shirt Laundry 

I 

rctic. Inc. d p 
1301 Bowes Rd., Lowell, Ml 49331 

Phone 897-4123 

iiP 
• < 

MIKA 
MEYERS 
BECKETT 
& JONES 

PLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

117 West Main Street 

Lowell, MI 49331 

(616) 897-3111 

Ross A. Leisman 

Daniel C. Brubaker 

Bring In 6 Shirts 
Pay For 5 

CURTIS CLEANERS 
SHIRT LAUNDRY 9 TUX RENTAL 

Open 7 Days »897-9809 • 1410 W, Main 

FREE EQUIPMENT 

FREE 1/2 HOUR 
MASSAGE 

* New Patients Only 
* Certified Massage 

Therapist 
* Doctor Supervised 

Auto Injury, Neck 
And Back Pain Relief 
All Insurance Accepted 

DOCTORS 
CHIROPRACTIC 

897-4999 

FREE BASIC 
INSTALLATION V'* "** 

TOMS 
SATELLITE SYSTEMS 

j Oa/f Today For Details | 
I 6 1 6 - 8 9 7 - 2 0 1 6 i 

SAVE $$$$ 
Advertise in this 

space for only 

$660PEH WEEK 

Call 897-9261 ' , _ • -
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Catlin first Red Arrow since 1994 to be named to first team all-state 
By Thaddeus J. Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

Lowel l q u a r t e r b a c k , 
Mark Catlin became just the 

seventh Red Arrow football 
player to be honored with 
first-team all-state status. 

The last Red Arrow to 
earn that distinction was of-
f ens ive l i n e m a n , Ron 
Acheson in 1994. 

Catlin was also named 
the Lowell Lions Club ' s 
Most Valuable Player on of-

fense, the first-team all-con-
ference quarterback, and 
named to the Grand Rapids 
All Area team. 

This year 's senior class 
leaves Lowell having posted 
the most wins (20) over a 
two-year period. 

Coming off its third con-
secutive playoff appearance, 
there were multiple Red Ar-
rows who earned post-sea-
son honors. 

L i n e b a c k e r , T r a v i s 

DeVoid was named the Low-
ell Lions Club Most Valuable 
defensive player, named to 
the O-K White all-conference 
team, and to the Grand Rap-
ids All Area second team. 

Brandon Biggs,defensive 
end, was the third Red Arrow 

to earn all-league status. He 
was also named to the Grand 
Rapids All Area team. 

All-conference honorable 
mention honors were handed 
out to Brad Eldridge (receiver) 

Red Arrow powerlifters off to strong start 
Led by their coach, Noel 

Dean , the L o w e l l 
Powerlifting team began their 

2001 -02 season at home host-

ing the annual Lowell Invita-
tional. 

Lowell lifters dominated 
the event, winning 57 total 
medals - 29 firsts, 17 sec-
onds and 11 thirds. 

Teams from as far away 
as Lee , F a r w e l l , Eva r t , 
Owosso, Walled Lake West-
ern , M a p l e V a l l e y and 
Caledonia participated. 

Powerlifting meets are 
based on three events - the 
squat, the bench press and 
dead lift. The total weight of 
these lifts determines win-

ners in the different weight 
classes. 

Winners in their weight 
divisions were as follows: 

Women's Division: 
97 pounds - Melissa Plotner, 
385 pounds. 

114 - Megan Beachum, 400 
pounds. 

132 - Samantha Mendez, 520 
pounds. 

148 - Ta ra Car i ano , 5 7 0 
pounds. 

181 - Erin Rolfe, 530 pounds. 

Junior Varsity Men: 
123 pounds - Dustin Osborne, 
545 pounds 

132 Dan Pa l a sek , 7 9 5 
pounds. 

145 - Sean M e y e r , 805 
pounds. 

145 - Matt D'Agostino, 860 
pounds 

155 - Tom Eldridge, 820 
pounds. 

165 - Scott Perdaris, 735 
pounds. 

165 - Dan Vegter, 1,000 
pounds. 
198 - Frank Esbaugh, 875 
pounds. 

198-DustinVanLoon, 1,300. 
220 - Paul Schellenberger, 
1070 pounds. 

242 - Brendon Harden, 1040 
pounds. 

Varsity: 
132 pounds - Jason Krieg, 
775 pounds. 

165 - Travis DeVoid, 1,035 
pounds. 

198 - Jordan Moore, 1,175 
pounds. 

2 2 0 - Ryan Whi te , 9 0 0 
pounds. 

242 - Mike DeVries, 1,230 
pounds. 

275 - Dave Hefferan, 1,175 
pounds. 

Super Heavy Weight - Ja-
son Hill, 1,180 pounds. 

we love to see you smile" 

The McDonald's Express 
at 420 Ada Drive, in Ada 

across from Amway is 
expanding their menu. 

America's favorite sandwich 
the Quarter Pounder® with 

Cheese Sandwich has been 
added to the menu beginning 

December 17, 2001. 

FREE QUARTER POUNDER® 
WITH CHEESE SANDWICH 

Just present this coupon when you buy a Quarter Pounder® 

with Cheese Sandwich and you will get another 

Quarter Pounder ® with Cheese Sandwich FREE! 
Redeemable Only At: 

McDonald's ® 

420 Ada Drive SE 
Ada, Ml 49546 Cumni pnees and participation based on mdependenl operator decision Pnces may vary. Plus tax if 

applicable. Limit one coupon per customer per visit. One free item per coupon. Not valid with any other coupon 
or offer. Present coupon oetore ortenng Cash value 1/20 of one cent. 
02001 McDonald s Corporation OFFER ONLYGOOO: D e c e m b e r 17th t h rough December 23, 2001 

Redeemable Only At; 
McDonald's ® 

420 Ada Drive SE 
Ada, Ml 49546 

Current poces and partwpation based on independent 
operator decision. Pnces may vary Plus tax if applicable Lin* one 
coupon per customer per vts*. One free item per coupon. Not vaho with 
any other coupon or offer. Present coupon before ortenng 
02001 McDonald's Corporation Cash value 1/20 of one cent 

SAVE $1.00 
ON A QUARTER POUNDER® 

WITH CHEESE EXTRA VALUE MEAL® 

This coupon entitles you to a $1.00 OFF your 

next purchase of any size Quarter Pounder* 

with Cheese EXTRA VALUE MEAL «. 

OFFER ONLYGOOO: 

December 24, 2001 t h r o u g h January 1, 2002 

and Bill Harrison (defensive 
back). 

Earning Grand Rapids All 
Area honorable mention sta-
tus were linemen, Ben Fleet 
and Ben Vaught. 

Receiving team awards 
were Pat Kaufman and Jason 

Craig, Coach 's Award; Nick 
Onan (offense) and Brian 
Green (defense). Coach Burch 
Award; Brad Eldridge and 
Zach B e a c h u m , Phi l 
Christensen Award; Philip 
Moerdyke and Matt Barry, 
Scholar Athlete Award; Ben 

Fleet, Sportsmanship Award; 
Austin Hunt, Most Improved; 
Vaught (offense) and Biggs 
(defense) Trench Award. 

Lowe l l ' s Pete Huston 
was named assistant coach 
of the year. 

celebrate the Savior's birth with us! 

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church 

3 miles east of Lowell on M-21 

Nativity Week Schedule 

Sunday 10am Impressive Credentials Romans 1:1-4 

C h r i s t m a s E v e 10:30pm "Let's Go iV 'Luke 2:13-15 

C h r i s t m a s D a y 10am "Bingo!" Luke 2:16-18 

Joe Fremer, Pastor 897-8307 \v\v\v.iserv.net/^goodshep 

YOlshin$ ^ o u 

ybeacejut & joyous <Hotida\f Season 

We thank you for your patronage throughout the year 
and your loyalty to our hometown business. 

& Nancy ^liyUtt & S t a f j 

SPEERSTRA AGENCY 
835 W. Main St. • Lowell, Ml 49331 

897-9259 

L / 
Vw 

ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
O F L O W E L L 

1 1 6 1 0 E . F u l t o n S t . C 
Bruce Langlois 

FAMILY PET PRACTICE 
is, D.V.M. LT 
RACTICE J 

L 

Ai 

A • \\ r 

• Evenings & Saturday Hours Available 
• Early Drop Off & House Calls 
• 24 Hour Emergency Service 

• Science Diet Pet Foods 
• Boarding & Grooming 

• Sick or Injured Animals L ^ 
Seen The Same Day ^ ^ 

Cali 5 9 7 - 8 4 6 4 

mailto:lowellailscouncil@ameritech.net
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Lowell4plays over' past frustrations 
in victory over defending champs 
••• Hustle and heart help Lowel l upset Forest Hills Northern 53 -52 in an O-K White thriller. 
By Thaddeus J . Kraus Lowell Ledger Editor 

Before each game. Forest Hills Northern basketball coach. 
Steve Harvey writes on the locker room chalkboard a re-
minder to his Huskies 

He did so again Friday night before the Huskies took the 
floor against Lowell. 

The message read "The best team doesn't always win: it's 
the team that plays best." 

Following Lowell's 53-52 upset win over the defending 
O-K White champions. Harvey's Huskies may have learned 
a difficult, early-season lesson. 

"I don't know. I'll be able to answer that in five games." 
Harvey said. What he did know was. "Lowell played a heck 
of a game. They took us out of our rhythm." 

Harvey's coaching counterpart, first-year coach. Jeff 
McDonald shared an inspirational message with his club 
during a timeout with four minutes to play and his Red Arrows 
trailing by four. 

"1 told them they had played their hearts out for 28 
minutes, and now it was time to win the game in the last four 
minutes." McDonald explained. "I also told them if they have 
never dove for a loose ball or never boxed out in their life ... 
now was the time to do it." 

Following the words of their leader, the Red Arrows, over 
the final four minutes, grabbed a handful of defensive re-
bounds. played tireless man-to-man defense and outscored 
the Huskies 8-3. 

Lowell trailed FHN 43-36 entering the final eight min-
utes. The Huskies got their lead to eight early in the fourth, but 
were never able to shed an inspired and hungry Low ell club. 

Traillne 46-38. Lowell's Bill Harrison drained a three. 

cutting the deficit to five. 
Trailing 49-42. Harrison and SaniOberlin sunk both ends 

of a one-on-one. cutting the Huskie advantage to three at 49-
46. 

Trailing 52-47 with under three minutes to play. Harrison 
struck for three again, cutting the deficit to two at 52-50. 

Then, with 1:42 to play, two foul shots by Oberlin tied the 
contest for the first time. 

The two clubs exchanged turnovers before Northern 
missed on two foul shots with 51 seconds to play. 

Lowell took its only lead of the night when Andy 
McQueen netted the second of two shots from the line, giving 
Lowell a 53-52 lead with 19 seconds to play. 

Northern's two attempts to win the game in the final 13 
seconds failed. 

"Our kids fought over adversity and big time foul trouble 
tonight." McDonald said. "Every time I saw frustration on 
their faces. 1 told them to play over it. There were times where 
it would have been easy to say. . 'Here we go again.' but they 
didn't... tonight they competed. " 

Lowell had three players in double figures. Oberlin had a 
game-high 17. Harrison tossed in 13 ( eight in the fourth 
quarter) and Mark Biener tallied 12. 

"Mark gave us some energy and scoring off the bench." 
Mc Donald said. "He has a nose for the ball. He got us some 
big rebounds." 

The win came against one of the area's better basketball 
programs. "Tonight we played hard against a team that plays 
hard all the lime." McDonald said. "Forest Hills Northern is 
a measuring stick for us. I respect the way Steve's (Harvey) 
kids play. Our goal is to compete at their level on a consistent 
basis." 

Red Arrow netters survive three-setter against Greenville 
By Thaddeus J. Kraus Low ell Ledger Editor 

Lowell's inabililv to finish a point was only exceeded by 
its blocking and defensive tenacity, as the Red Arrow volley-
ball team upended Greenville 12-15. 15-13. 15-13. 

"These girls don' i quit. They keep battling and going after 
you." said Lowell coach. Connie Black. 

Low ell. minus the big hitter, battled for every point in its 
three-set match w ith a young Yellowjacket club. 

"We're starting to mesh." said Greenville volleyball coach. 
Teresa Evspamer. "The difference tonight was our inability 
to close." 

Greenville, which trailed by as many as five (7-2) in game 

Kll 

one. battled back to take a 9-7 advantage, only to see Lowell 
regain the lead at 12-10. 

The Yellowjackets. however, closed it out with five 
consecutive points. 

Game two had a similar start as the Red Arrows raced out 
to leads of 3-0.6-1 and 9-3. Greenville rallied with an 8-1 run 
to take an 11-IOlead. Lowell responded with four consecutive 
points to regain the lead at 14-11. 

Greenville closed the gap to 14-13 before Lowell closed 
out the game. 

The final game was a seesaw affair from the opening 
serve. There were six lead changes and one tie before Lowell 

recorded the two-point win. 
"We didn't match Lowell's intensity. I 

think that has to do with our youth," 
Evspamer explained. 

Lowell's serving percentage for the 
match was90 percent (71 -of-76). Courtney 
Phillips was the service leader, good on all 
16 of her serves. 

Kelly Fitzpatrick led all Red Arrows in 
blocks with eight (seven solo). 

Katelyn Bush tallied a team-leading 
nine assists while Jenell Gemmell posted 
three digs. Heather Becker, Cori Drenth 
and Fitzpatrick each had two kills. 

"We can build on this win. Because we 
don't have big hitters, we need to play good 
defense and block well," Black said. 'These 
girls can and should be able to win some 
games this year." 

With the win over Greenville, Lowell's 
record is now 10-3 (reflects games played). 

These girls don't quit. They keep 

battling and going after you.We 

can build on this win. Because 

we don't have big hitters, we 

need to play good defense and 

block well. These girls can and 

should be able to win some 

games this year. 

I/O well's Kelly FiUpatrick sends the volieyuall back over ihe out-
reached hands of a Yellowjacket 

Connie Black 
Lowcl! Voiieyball Coach 

Lowell's Bill Harrison charged ahead during first half 
action against the Huskies. Harrison scored eight of his 13 
points in the pivotal fourth quarter. 

k 

Lowell's Jenell Gemmell extends for a tip in high school 
volleyball action against Greenville on Thursday. 

Attention All Coaches, Proud Parents, 

Athletes & Others Who Wish To 
Submit Photos In The Ledger... 

It is important that the 
subject's (ace not be shaded 
in order to print your photo . 

clearly in the paper. 

All group pictures should 
'be taken 
WITHOUT 

caps, visors, etc. 

Photos will no longer be 
accepted it faces are too dark. 

fi 
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2001 -Looking Back at the Year That Was 
January 3, 2001 

The cost lo heal school 
buildings during the winter 
season is eating into many 
district budgets. 

Natural gas is currently 
running between $8 and $10 
per thousand cubic feet or 
$8,900 per million cubic feet. 

Some schools in the West 
Michigan area are having to 
cut $ 150-5200.000 from their 
budget in order to cover the 
cost of healing classrooms 

this winter. 
Two years ago Connie 

G i l l e t t e . L o w e l l Area 
Schools' assistant superin-
tendent to finance and per-
sonnel. and Larry Mikulski. 
Lowell transportation and 
maintenance supervisor , 
agreed to enter Lowell into a 
CMS energy marketing pilot 
p r o g r a m . The p r o g r a m 
locked the district into a two-
year contract obligating it to 
pay 2.6 cents per thousand 
cubic feel for natural gas. It 
turns out to be a money-sav-
ing decision. 

Tom Friedrich. son of 
Ken and Judy Friedrich of 
Lowe l l , uses h i s d e a n ' s 
a s s i s t a n c e s h i p a w a r d 
($2,800) to fund his study of 
the correlation between anxi-
ety and how often college 

students drink. 

Lowell Charter Town-

f ' 

t 

The new Lowell Family Medical Center gives 
Metropolitan Hospital a presence in the Lowell 
community and with it provides Lowell osteo-
paths, Paul Gauthier and James Lang with a new 
home for their independent practice. 

Lang and Gauthier renovated a small house 
into the Lowell Family Medical Center, 147 N. 
Center, 20 years ago (Aug. 1980). 

ship approves using a portion 
of its Community Develop-
ment BlockGrant (CDBG) 
funds toward helping the 

Lowell Area Historical Mu-
seum (LAHM). 

Jim Doyle. LAHM presi-

dent, appealed lo the town-
sh ip to he lp f u n d the 
m u s e u m ' s handicap bath-
room and ramp. 

The township said it 
would designate all $13,000 
but asked that Doyle and 

LAHM ask the city and Ver-
gennesTownshiptoalsocon-

tribute a portion. 

Bowne Township offi-

cials' annual Christmas party 
was held at township h a l l . . . 

old historic township hall. 
Located on 84th Street, it 

serves as a temporary new 

township hall. 
Township officials were 

forced to move from their of-
fices at 6059 Linfield S.E. 
when mold and alpha toxins 

were detected by Environ-
mental Health Resources 

through the testing of office 
walls, carpet and upholstery. 

Matthew David Brown, 
20, of Lowell, is arrested 
early Tuesday morning (Dec. 
26) for an armed robbery at 

2050 W. Main St. (Subway) 
Monday (New Year's Day) 
evening. The robbery took 
place at approximately 6:30 
p.m. 

Another year has passed 
and the city has several mile-
stones of accomplishments in-
cluding the purchasing of 
property for the City Hall/ 
police station project. 

"We were able to lay the 
foundation for the develop-
ment of the City Hall/police 
station project which in turn 

Review, cont'd, pg. 13 
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The Lowell High School Men's Club raises $525 at 
their Dec. 8 Bachelor Auction. 

The proceeds were donated to the Lowell Flat River 
Outreach Ministries. Presenting the check to Roger 
LaWarre was Kyle Hines, middle, and Mike Gustafson, 
right, with James Bosserd and Matt Trierweiler. 

LaWarre said the money would be used for the pur-
chase of food and energy services. 
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Christen Baerwalde, 10 
Mr. MacDonald 
Alto Elem. 

i 

The Lowell Auto Dealers Association 
\ Wish You And Yours A Happy Holiday Season 

SEE THE 
U.S.A. IN A 
THOMET 

CHEVROLET Thomet 
CHEVROLET B U I C K 

S A L E S • S E R V I C E • S E L E C T I O N 

1250 W. Main • Lowell • 897-9294 

COME EXPERIENCE THE VENNEN DIFFERENCE! 

FIVE STAR YOUR FIVE-STAR CHRYSLER SUPER STORE 

IIIKYMJK 
'V""-
-.>.*>• 

Visit Our Wsbsltsi www.vsnnsn.com 
930 WEST MAIN ST. • LOWELL, Ml 

REAL PEOPLE.:.REAL DIFFERENCE 

749 W. MAIN • LOWELL • 897-9227 

< 2 ^ O l d s m o b l l e 
Do one thing. Do il well. 

11979 E. Fulton, Lowell, MI HAROLD 
ZEIGLER 897-8431 
F O R 

I . o W E L L 

Out Of Area Customers 
Call: 1-800-646-4660 

Check Out Our W»b*ltm! 
naroldz4>igl«r .conn 

The Lowell Ledger-Wednesday, December 19,2001-Page 13 

Year-In-Review, continued... From Page 12 
will have an impact on future 
projects," said Lowell mayor, 
Michael Biough. 

But the City Hall/police 
station project was not the 
only accomplishment of the 
city for the year 2000. Oth-
ers included: the upgrading 
of the WastewaterTreatment 
Plant, completion of a Streets 

and Sidewalks Master Plan, 

the placement of the Down-
town Historic District on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places, completion of a re-
port of the Citizen's Advi-
sory committee on Lowell 
Cable TV programs, the ini-
tiation of a study to re-rale 

the Wastewater Treatment 

Plant, and the adoption of a 
Communications Tower Or-
dinance. 

January 10,2001 

The city of Lowell will 
borrow ahead from its Com-

munity Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funds to meet 
its established needs. 

The city will borrow 
$25,881.97 plus an additional 
$14.119 from the 2002 funds 
available so monies can be 

distributed toward the Bowes 
Road sidewalk project. North 
Kent Transit assistance for 

senior cit izen and handi-
capped riders, and assistance 

for barrier-free accessibility 
at the G r a h a m ' B u i l d i n g 
(Lowell Area Historical Mu-
seum - L A H M ) . 

The completion date for 
the water main river crossing 
project has been extended. 

The $1,000 a day late 
completion clause is still part 
of the contract. 

t4We won't make Nagle 
Construction liable for miss-

ing the Dec. 30 deadline, but 
it is liable i f the Jan. 31 exten-
sion deadline is not met," said 

Lowell city councilman, Don 
Green. 

Arnie Morrin, president 
of Nagel Construction, said 
the late start with severe 
weather has been a problem. 

Once political, local and 
financial support arc in place, 
the commencement of the 
School Resource O f f i c e r 
(SRO) program will begin. 

The program will posi-
tion an officer at the high 
school and middle school on 
a part-time basis. 

SRO is an extension of 

the community policing pro-
gram. 

The city entrance to the 
south will receive a signifi-
cant overhaul. 

Work is scheduled to be-
gin in late March and be com-
pleted by June 30. 

It sounds like a grand 
New Year 's resolution - to 

provide every teacher with a 
computer. 

The Michigan Virtual 
University Teacher Technol-
ogy Initiative (TTI) is estab-

. fl , . -

The Lowell Showboat Garden Club presents Wittenbach Nature Center director. 
Tammy DeBaar, and Lowell Schools superintendent, Bert Bleke, a check for $1,000 in 
support of the center. 

preparation for para-educa-
tors to serve as an integral 
member of the classroom 
team. 

The program was started 
two years ago in Oakland 
County and now lies on the 
doorstep of becoming a na-
tional approach. 

Lowe l l C h a r t e r 
T o w n s h i p ' s Grand River 
Riverfront Park was one of 
six West Michigan parks 
which received grants from 

the state's Clean Michigan 
Initiative program. 

T o w n s h i p s u p e r v i s o r 
John Timpson announced that 
the township 's gram was for 
$199,655. 

The money will be com-
bined with $ 100,000 of local 
money lo help complete the 

Grand River Riverfront Park 
project. 

John Allen receives a 
shovel from his wife for their 

24ih wedding anniversary. 
It wasn't just any shovel. 

Its handle and spade were 
spray-painted a Notre Dame 

l i shed to p rov ide eve ry 
teacher with a computer. 

To be eligible, teachers 
must comply with all condi-
tions and terms set forth by 
TTI. 

January 17,2001 

Better usage of what the 

school district already has in 
place may well be the best 
way to respond to the increas-
ing need of diverse learners. 

Pam Thomas, director of 
education and support ser-
vices, introduces a Para-edu-

cator Certification program. 
The intention is to pro-

vide basic skills and quality 

Intarsia artist, Charles 
Bowman unveils a Vergennes 
Township logo created from 

^ the mighty oak tree which 

4 ® v v a s c u t down roughly two 
years ago. 

B o w m a n c u t , s h a p e d , 
sanded and finished 92 pieces 
from that oak tree to create 
the unique wooden logo. 

Review cont'd pg 14 

Tyler Seevers, age 11 
Mrs. Pupel 
Cherry Creek Elem. 

Animal Hospital & Pet 
Complex of Lowell 

11610 E. Fulton, Lowell • 897-8484 
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gold. The gift is in anticipa-
tion of the groundbreaking of 
the new 5.046 square foot 
building which will house 
Alien s eight-year-old busi-
ness. Great Lakes Paving. 

The new business site w ill 
be located in the O.E. Bieri 
Industrial Park, located north-
west of the Lowell bus ga-
rage in Vergennes Township 
on Godfrey Street. 

Negotiations between 
Lowell CharterTownship and 
RailAmerica over a segment 
of abandoned railroad right-
of-way may be headed for a 
derailment. 

A t o w n s h i p res ident 
w hose property is adjacent to 
the land in question claims if 
the land is abandoned by 
RailAmerica. it averts to an 
adjoining property owner, ac-
cording to the abstract. 

Lowell Area Historical 
Museum (LAHM) was one 

of four projects allocated 
funds f rom the federal ly 
funded Community Develop-
ment Block Grant by the Ver-
gennes Township Board. 

The board voted to allo-
cate S8.000 toward the handi-
cap ramp project at the Low-
ell Area Historical Museum; 
S3.000 to the Rockford Am-
bulance for a mobile trans-
port stretcher: S3.000 for 

fencing at the Fallasburg 
Cemetery: and S 1.000 to the 
North Kent Transit Service. 

January 24,2001 

Sidewalk along Bowes 
Road, the North Kent Transit 
program, and the Graham 
Building w ill be recipients of 
money from the Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG). 

The city, which is ex-
pected to r ece ive about 

S25.000 for the 2001 year, 
has moved forward to borrow 

an additional $15,000 from 
its 2002 funds so it can help 
with the improvements of the 
Graham Building. 

The city of Lowell re-
ceived a clean bill of health 
from its auditors for its finan-
cial year of 1999-2000. 

Joe Tunes, from the au-

d i t ing f i rm of B iggs . 
Hausserman. Thompson, and 

Dickinson, said the f irm 
found the c i ty ' s financial 
records to be in fair condi-
tion. adding that Sue 01 in. 
ci ty t reasurer , and Char 
McNab. assistant financial di-
rector/in vestment o f f ice r , 
should be commended for 
their work in keeping the fi-
nancial statements. 

The city switched to a 
new CM I softw are program 
and even with that change, 
the firm didn't see any prob-
lems. 

Every so often a vehicle 
simply has to be replaced. 
Such is the case of the Lowell 
Fire Department's water res-
cue vehicle. 

Fire chief. Frank Martin 
comes before the Lowell City 
Council to request that the 
city help purchase a new wa-
ter rescue vehicle. The cost 
of the vehicle, a 1993 Ford 
that was used as an ambu-
lance. is $6,500. 

Impact on the surround-

ing area was the final deter-
mination for the first wire-
less communication tower in 
the city of Lowell. 

The Lowell Planning 
Commission denies a special 
use request for the properly at 
2401 W. Main, owned by 

Todd Landman, in a 6-2 vote. 
The planning commission 
approves a special use request 
for a wireless communica-
tion tower at 2051 Bowes 
Road, where Fuller Septic is 
located. The vote again was 

Jesse VandenBosch, 11 
Mrs. Pupel 
Cherry Creek Elem. 

(?) 

RENT-ALL 

6-2. with planning commis-
sion chairman James Hall and 
commissioner Clark Jahnke 
being the minority votes on 
both issues. 

Al to E lemen ta ry 
School ' s annual PTO fall 
fundraiser turns into a Janu-
ary feast for 51 students. 

The K-5 students at Alto, 
through the sale of candy and 
gift wrap, raise approxi-
mately $8,000 over a 10-day 
period. Students sold roughly 
$17,000 worth of merchan-
dise from the Morlev Candy 
Makers Company out of 
Clinton Township. 

The revenues from the 
fundraiser are used for field 
trips, assemblies, fifth-grade 
camp and other student ac-
tivities which are not covered 
in the school budget. 

All students who sold 15 
items or more had their name 
put in a drawing - 54 names 

were then pulled out. Those 
students (three were absent) 

were treated to a limousine 
ride to McDonald's: lunch 
was covered by the restau-
rant. 

Kathryn Den Houter. the 
resident, has resided in Low-

ell for roughly 21 years. 
N o w . so does Den 

Houter. the practicing psy-
chologist. 

Den Houter. employed 

by Metro Health, has an of-
fice at the new Metro Health 

Lowell Plaza. 2550 W. Main. 

Matthew Brown, 20. who 
was arraigned on armed rob-
bery charges in connection 
with the Dec. 26 Subway rob-
bery. talked to authorities 
prior to his preliminary hear-
ing on Jan. 16. 

What Brown had to say 
changed things. According to 
Lowell investigator Chris 
Hurst, Brown told officials 
he did not work alone. In fact. 

Gil Brow n requested that he be transferred to a smaller 
community. 

Brown got what he wished for when he was named the 
new Lowell postmaster. 

He entered his request upon hearing the Lowell post-
master position was available. It opened up when former 
Lowell postmaster, Sylvia Taylor was named Grand Rap-
ids1 Postal Service operations manager. 

Brown confessed that he and 
three friends conspired to 
steal $286.25 from Subway. 

Two of Brown's friends 
were working al Subway and 
the fourth drove the getaway 
vehicle. 

Brandon Pinney. 20. and 

Jennifer Pinney.19. have 
been charged with conspir-

ing to embezzle and making a 
false felony police report. 

Josh Young , 19, the 
driver, has been charged with 
a misdemeanor conspiring to 
embezzle. 

January 31 ,2001 

A survey of residents con-
ducted by Vergennes Town-
ship indicates strong support 
for the preservation of land. 

2401 W. Main, Lowell .St,vingThtLo„ellAr.. 
Ph. 397-3451 roi Ov*r iq Yesnr 

1K Cody Bunn, age 12 
Mrs. Young 
Cherry Creek Elem. 

v j K FAMILY ' 
W DINING V 

501W. Main 
Lowell, Ml 

Oi/u*. Place" 897-5977 
LOWELL • PH. 897-5977 

A large contingent (84) 
of residents from Vergennes, 

Lowell, Ada and Grattan 
townships as well as Belding 
and Allendale attended an 

educational open space meet-
ingon the "How'sand Why's 

of Preserving Land." 

The goal was to provide 

information and to educate 
and assist anyone interested 
in preserving open space. 

Topics covered by the six 
speakers were legal consid-

erations regarding land pres-
ervation. the role of the Land 

Conservancy, transfer of de-
velopment rights, trends in 

conservation design, estate 
planning, and land preserva-
tion. 

Lowell Charter Town-
ship prepares to add a lane to 
its information highway. 

Township attorney. Bob 
Dugan has been contracted 
to develop and design a web 
site for it. 

"The webs i te will make 
access to information more 
readily available," explained 
Paula B l u m m , townsh ip 
board trustee. ' T h e informa-
tion will be available 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week." 

The type of information 
web surfers will find includes 
meeting schedules, fee sched-

ules, agendas, ordinances, 
maps, and park hours. 

Lowell Charter Town-
ship Board approved the al-
location of $24,000 from its 
Communi ty Development 
Block Grant funds for the 
2001 year. 

The funds will be distrib-
uted to the Lowell Area His-

torical Museum, North Kent 
Transit and Rockford Am-
bulance. 

Alden Richard Hamilton 
suffers fatal injuries in a 

t h r e e - c a r a cc iden t at 

MacPherson and Lincoln 
Lake roads in Vergennes 
Township. 

The Grand Rapids Met-
ropol i tan Y M C A honors 

seven West Michigan teen-
agers with the Teen Spirit, 

Mind and Body award. 

Lowell 's Ryan Phillips 
was among those seven. 

The award honors a teen-
ager f rom each local YMCA 
branchwho is community-* 
minded and exemplifies the 
mission and core values'of. 
the YMCA. 

The criteria used in se-
lecting the recipients for the 

award include a level of com-
munity service, giving and 
involvement; involvement in 

Review, cont'd pg. 15 
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Zachary Wheeler, age 10 
Mr. Bredin 
Cherry Creek 

Roger Chapman, Agency 
217 W. Main, Lowell 

Office (616) 897-9237 
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extra-curricular school activi-
ties; displaying the core val-
ues ol the YMCA; and exem-
plifying the YMCA mission. 

February 7 ,2001 

Favorable results from a 
market research study on op-
portunities for a new Lowell 

area YMCA indicate the 
community has a strong in-
terest in having the YMCA 
expand the programs and ser-
vices it can offer the commu-
nity. 

The Winfield Consulting 
Group, Inc., of Atlanta, GA, 
was contracted roughly three 

months ago by the Lowell 

YMCA to conduct the sur-
vey (400 area residents). The 

cost was $30,000, half of 
which was funded through 
the Englehardt Lowell Area 
Community Fund. 

A heavy December snow causes the roof of a barn 
owned by the Towers family in Fallasburg Historical 
Village to collapse. O.E. Bieri is hired to take down the 
entire barn with instructions to save the siding to be reused 
when a replica is created. 

A cleanup party is scheduled to gather on Feb. 24 to 
sort out the wood that can be reused. 

Fallasburg patrons may recall that the covered bridge 
was recreated back in 1995-96 using wood from the 
original bridge. 

games 21-19, 15-21 and 21-
16. 

This is the third level in 
which Long has won the 
championship. 

Is changing 43.2 acres of 
land established in a residen-
tial area to commercial in di-
rect opposition lo the* Ver-
gennes Township Compre-
hensive Plan and the results 
from a 1998 Communi ty 
Opinion Survey Report? 

That question went be-
fore the VergennesTownship 
Planning Commission Board 
al its February meeting. 

John and Carol Lee, of 34 
Lincoln Lake Ave. SE, out-
line six reasons why they be-

lieve Jim and Berdie Cook's 
request should be denied. 

Sharon Whaley has been guided by the principle that 
people are basically good. 

A stunning turn of events shook that belief to its 
foundation and then restored her faith in that basic 
principle. 

Whaley paid $101,000 upfront to R & D Loveless 
Builders of Rockford for a modular home to be delivered 
by Sept. 1. 

In November, the contractor told Whaley that he 
put the money back into his business and that he had no 
money and no house for her. 

Following a television news report and the help of 
many volunteers, Whaley's house is delivered on Feb. 2. 

- "n 

. i 

The chance of an appeal 
to the Zoning Board of Ap-^ 

peals, surrounding the final 
determination on which a 
w i r e l e s s c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

tower would be the first in the 
city of Lowell, was shot down 

by city at torney, Richard 

Wendl. 

In a letter to city manager 
Dave Pasquale, he said the 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
Board lacks jurisdiction to 

hear such an appeal. How-
ever, an appeal could be taken 

to the circuit court. 

The threat of an appeal by 

Todd Landman surfaces after 
the Lowell Planning Commis-
sion approved a Bowes Road 

site for a special land use per-

mit regarding the construc-
tion of telecommunication 

towers based primarily on the 

lessened impact fo r resi-
dences. 

February 14,2001 

Street improvements are 

identified as a major priority 
by Lowell City Council. 

In particular, the recon-

struction of Gee Drive is listed 
as a top project in the streets 
master plan. The cost to carry 

out the work is estimated at 

$810,196. 
Within the last year. Gee 

Drive is reclassified as a ma-

jor street under Public Act 51 
by the Michigan Department 

of Transportation. 
This reclassification in-

creases the city 's share of gas 

and weight tax revenues from 

$235,000 to $241,000. 
Efforts are undertaken to 

classify Gee Drive as a rural 
major collector under the Na-

tional Functional Classifica-

tion System for federal fund-

ing. 
Under this classification, 

the South Hudson Street 

s 

Parents as Teachers is a springboard to better, brighter 
futures for children ages birth to three years. 

"Studies show that this national program, with a re-
searched-based education, makes a tremendous difference 
in a child's development," said Kathy Cole, a certified 
Parent as Teacher and supervisor to LowelPs first-year 
program. "Anyone can take advantage of this nationally 
recognized program. It's free." 

Grant monies totaling $13,000 were allocated last 
summer through the Lowell Area Community Fund (Engle-
hardt) for the early learning initiative. 

The funds pay to train Rhonda Delnick, the program 
coordinator. 

Delnick visits the homes of 12-15 families once a 
month. 

project qualified for 80 per-
cent federal funding. 

Many factors (e.g.. eco-

nomics, genetics, trauma) in-
f luence why some young 
people have successes in life 

and why others have a harder 

time. 
They are not, however, 

the only factors that do influ-
ence. 

Research completed by 

Search Institute has identi-
fied 40 concrete, positive ex-
periences and qualities (de-
velopmental assets) that have 
influenced the lives of young 

people. 
Rick Phillips, executive 

director of California-based 
Community Matters, presents 
the Asse t D e v e l o p m e n t 

model for youth develop-

ment to Lowell community 

leaders. 

Dana Long, 13, does fore-
hand loops around his com-

petition to win the 2001 
Michigan State Table Tennis 

C h a m p i o n s h i p in Ho l ly , 

Mich. 
Long wins the 13- and 

under championship in three 

Al the lop of the list was 
that the zoning change request 
goes against the Vergennes 

Township Comprehens ive 

Plan. 
"The three parcels of land 

the Cooks would like rezoned 
to commercial from R-3 are 
slated as residential for the 
next 10-15 years, according 

to Lees. 

Lowell claims its ninth 
O-K White Conference cham-
pionship with a league tour-
ney win at Zeeland. 

Lowell sends eight wres-
tlers into the finals and an-
other four grapplers into the 
consolation round. 

Four Red ArroWvS claimed 

conference championships; 
three finished second; three 

placed third; and one took 
fourth. 

A Belding man is ar-
raigned in 63rd District Court 
on charges of second degree 
criminal sexual conduct and 

with accosting a child for im-
moral purposes while staying 
with a relative who ran a Low-

ell group day care home. 
According to Lowell po-

\ 

Tim Hill and brothers Eric and Dan Baird spend the 
winter season riding their snowmobiles. 

It's fun and, more importantly, it gives their bodies 
time to heal from a bruising motor cross dirt bike season 
which ends in November. 

All three youths spend every weekend from March to 
November racing their dirt bikes. The 2001 season begins 
in Coldwater on the first weekend in March. 

lice chief, James Valentine, 
Robert James Watrous. 17. 
as a result of a preliminary 
exam, was bound over to 
circuit court on the afore-
mentioned charges. 

February 21 ,2001 

For the first lime in 14 
years, someone other than 
Keith Boeve will coach the 
Lowell boys track learn. 

Russ Stevens, a 1983 
G r a n d v i l l e H igh Schoo l 
graduate and a third-year 
social studies teacher at Unity 
High School, is hired to lead 
the track program into the 
2001 season. 

A little spark igni tes 
Lowell 's high octane wres-
tling machine to a district title. 

Lowell defeats Forest 

Hills Northern 66-12 in the 
Division II District final. The 
Red Arrows reached the final 

with a convincing 44-15 win 
over Northview. 

Participation, achieve-
ment. improvement, and re-

sults are the focal points of 
the state's new accountabil-
ity based accreditation. 

The f ramework of the 
new accreditation system 
calls for assessment of all stu-
dents. academic achievement, 
adequate yearly progress, 
m i n i m i z i n g a c h i e v e m e n t 
gaps for gender and ethnic-

ity. and school improvement. 
When the system is fully 

in place, the state will fulfill 
its promise of identifying 
every public school building 
with an accreditation label. 

The old Michigan De-
partment of Education frame-
work was broken down into 

three areas: summary accred-

ited, interim accreditation and 
unaccredited. 

The new framework has 
four labels: summary accred-
ited being the highest, accred-

ited with recognition status, 

accredited and unaccredited. 

Krystal White* swarm-up 
on the balance beam was a far 
cry from her performance in 
the O-K Rainbow Confer-
ence meet. 

The sophomore scored a 
personal best 8.95 on her 
way to becoming the first Red 

Arrow to ever take a first in 
an O-K Rainbow Conference 

championship meet. 

Friends, family and fans 
take a winter season's break 
for a little "Summer Dance" 
at the Lowell Performing Arts 
Center Saturday night. 

L o w e l l High S c h o o l 

graduate and former resident. 
Roger MacNaughton returns 
for his first formal perfor-
mance. promoting and play-
ing songs from his new ly re-
l ea sed C D " S u m m e r 
Dances." 

Two new Lowell Police 
Department patrol cars are 
put into service. The new 

2001 Chevy Impalas will 
replace '94 and '95 
C a p r i c e s . T h e Impalas are 

purchased on a three-year 
lease agreement. 

February 28 ,2001 

A change made in the 

Low ell Light and Power poli-
cies had Lowell City Council 
deciding whether it would put 
overhead or underground 
electric services to the citv 's 

• 

Department of Public Wrorks 
and Look Memorial Fire Sta-
tion bui ldings located on 

South Hudson. 

The citv council, how-• 
ever, opted for the under-
ground service in order to 
stay consistent with the goal 

of e l imina t ing poles and 
cleaning up the view along 
the street. 

A group of individuals 

are hoping to place a small 
blue tag on the historic lamp-
posts in downtown Lowell to 

help mark a trail being put 
together by the group. 

Paula Wilbur, the Low-

ell Area Trail coordinator for 
the Western Michigan Chap-

ter of the North Country Trail 
A s s o c i a t i o n , a p p r o a c h e s 
Lowell City Council with a 

numberof matters regarding 
the trail that will weave its 
way through Lowell connect-

ing Fallasburg Park to the 
fairgrounds. One of those is-
sues is signage, which in-
cludes placing a 2-by 6-inch 
blue blaze marker on some of 
downtown's historic lamp-
posts. 

The council decided to 
refer the matter to the His-
toric District for its opinion. 
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The district made a decision 
about the markers being 
placed on the buildings, but 
could only offer an opinion 
in regards to the poles. 

A local church hopes to 
be the top bidder for a piece 
of property that the city of 
Lowell has put up for bid. 

At the request of the Low-
ell Wesleyan Church. 1069 
Lincoln Lake. Lowell City 
Council decides to put up for 
sale a city-ow ned lot off of 
North Hudson Street. The lot 
is approximately 36 by 
134.48 feel. The church made 
the request because its lead-
ers would like to sell the prop-
erty it owns next to the lot. 
The two parcels would be 
enough for two residential 
homes. 

Church officials indicate 
that selling the land would 
also help the church pas* off 
some existing debts. 

The church-owned par-
cel is just under 14.039 
square feet. This is about 
2.400 square feet below the 
required 16.400 square feel 
needed to construct two 
single-family homes on the 
parcel. With the city-owned 
lot. w hich totals about 4.841 
square feet, the property 
would be about 18.881 square 
feet. This would put the par-
cel within citv suidelines. • W 

The Lowell Light and 
Power plans to construct a 
new substation in the city of 
Lowel l . The quest ion is 
where it will be located. 

The planning commis-
sion recommends to the Low-
ell City Council that the new-
substation be located west of 
the water treatment plant on 
Bowes Road . . . an almost 
opposite recommendation 
from the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission, which 
agreed with Low ell Light and 
Pow er that the station should 
be located between the city's 
w ater treatment plant and the 
existing south substation on 
Bowes Road. 

In less than 25 minutes. 
American Tower Company 
receives the approval it needs 
to proceed with construction 
on the city's first wireless 
communication tower. 

The tower will be lo-
cated at 2051 Bowes Road. 

In a Division II Regional 
dominated by O-K confer-
ence champions, the Red 
Arrows (O-K White champi-
ons) were far superior in wins 
over O-K Gold champion, 
Wyoming Park and O-K Blue 
champion, Middleville. 

Lawell took apart Wyo-
ming Park (54-9) in the re-
gional semifinal and then 
cruised past Middleville 53-
10 in the regional final. 

Local musical artists and 
their diverse styles of music 
will be showcased through-
out a 10-week summer con-
cert series on the Riverwalk 

Plaza. 
The final piece to the 

summerconcert puzzle is put 

in place when event coordi-
nators, Lorain Smalligan. di-
rector of the Lowell Area 

Arts Council, and Liz Baker, 
executive director of Lowell 
Area Chamberof Commerce, 
learned that the event was 
allocateda$5.000grant from 
the Englehardt Lowell Area 
Community Fund, a donor-
advised fund of the Grand 
Rapids Community Founda-
tion. 

The grant was one of 13 
allocations, recommended by 
the fund's advisory commit-
tee. totaling $146,730. 

Low ell Rotary teams with 
Habitat for Humanity to build 
a home for a Lowell family. 

The house will be con-
structed at 215 James St. 

along, qualifying for its third 
straight state tournament. 

The Red Arrow girls, 
bowling at Middleville Lanes, 
were the regional ' s high 
qualifier with a 2418 series. 
In the step ladder finals. Low-
ell lost to Wyoming Park 355-
281. 

Hudsonville was third be-
hind Lowell and Wyoming 
Park. 

March 7,2001 

A noise control ordinance 
established by Bowne Town-
ship insures late evenings are 
also quiet nights. 

The ordinance states that 

The addition of a second water tanker has nearly 
doubled Bowne Township Fire Department's capacity to 
fight a fire. The department w ill now arrive on the scene of 
a fire w ith approximately 11,000 gallons of water. 

Bowne Township Fire Department purchased a used 
*83 truck and then installed a tank on it. It cost the 
department $45,000 as opposed to a new tanker which 
runs from $150-$170,000 

The department raised the money over a five-six year 
period through its annual pancake suppers, donations and 
memorials. 

Volunteer student trainer 
Teresa Leasure was presented 
with a varsity jacket by Low-
ell Athletic Boosters Club 
president. Perry Beachum at 
halftime of Friday's basket-
ball game between Lowell 
and Zeeland. 

Leasure was recognized 
for her 230 volunteer hours 
as a student trainer during the 
first semester at Lowell High 
School. 

Lowell High School girls 
bowling team continues to roll 

it is unlawful for any person, 
firm, corporation, or other le-
gal entity to create or permit 
the continuance of any ex-
cessive, unnecessary loud 
noise which annoys or dis-
turbs a reasonable person, or 
endangers the comfort, re-
pose, health, peace, or safety 
of others within the town-
ship. 

Based on a petition and 
phone calls received by the 
Bowne Township office, su-
pervisor Pete Siler feels the 
drafting of the ordinance was 
warranted. 

The ordinance is put to-
gether in conjunction with 
the Kent County Sheriff s De-
partment. 

From stints in the mail 
processing plant and the busi-
ness mail entry department to 
acting postmaster and super-
visor of customer service, 
Micki Snyder landed the po-
sition and the location she 
wanted. 

"I always said I wanted to 
retire from this office (Alto 
Post Of f i ce ) , " explained 
Snyder, a lifelong Alto resi-

dent. 
Snyder is sworn in as the 

Alto postmaster by former 
Lowell postmaster, Sylvia 

Taylor. 
Snyder replaces Dennis 

Drotar. who leaves to take a 
labor position in Grand Rap-
ids. 

For the first time in 123 
years, the top 10 students from 
a Lowell High School class 
will graduate with grade point 
averages over 4.0. 

The first public presenta-
tion of the Class of 2001 Top 
10 is announced at the annual 
Academic Dessert. 

Kimberly Drougal is this 
year's valedictorian. She is 
the daughter of Ed and Sandy 
Drougal. She will leave Low-
ell High School with a 4.190 
grade point average. 

This year's salutatorian is 
Mike Gustafson. He gradu-
ates with a 4.167 grade point 
average. He is the son of Pete 
and Ginny Gustafson. 

Before its Lowell store 
opens in late May, Meijer 
will have invested far more 
than capital into the 190,000 
square foot building. 

John Zimmerman, direc-
tor of community and cus-
tomer relations for Meijer, 
knows the importance of 
breaking through the para-
digm/big box, more com-
monly referred to as a retailer. 

Meijer doesn't want to be 
a retailer... it wants to be a 
neighbor. Over the last five 
years, Meijer has stepped up 
its efforts in this area. 

The approach calls for 
creating a community team 

1 

Lowell High School technology teacher, Kari Slot 
remembered it well. 

In late December, the Make A Wish Foundation vol-
unteer was delivering a lap top computer to an 81-pound, 
11-year- old Lowell boy who had been diagnosed with 
rhabdomyosarcoma, a tumorous growth detected in his 
left sinus. 

He greeted her with a baseball cap covering his head 
... hairless due to roughly eight months of radiation and 
chemotherapy, mouth sores (also caused by treatment) 
and with a braviac (catheter) in his chest covered by a 
sweatshirt. 

u Make A Wish is not a last wish . . . it is intended to help 
children through a tough time," Slot reflects. Children to 
young adults (2-18), facing a life- threatening illness not 
necessarily terminal, are recommended by doctors, nurses, 
social workers, family and friends/ 

Slot admits that being a Make A Wish volunteer was 
tough emotionally. uIt was tough because you'd watch the 
obituaries and would see the names of kids you'd visited." 

But then there are the success stories ... like that 11-
year- old boy who Slot visited five years ago... he is a junior 
now walking the halls of Lowell High School. 

Philip Moerdyke clinically is in his first year free of 
cancer after five years of remission. That distinction means 
he only goes in for a yearly checkup. 

c. 
- » 

charged with identifying what 
elements are important to a 
community and which of 
those aspects Meijer is able 
to partner up with In the 
community. 

It took a whole circle of 
prayers, money and volun-

teer labor to author the happy 
ending. 

Sharon Whaley, without 
a house last N o v e m b e r , 
moved into her new home 
earlier this week, bringing 
closure lo a traumatic set of 
events. 

The grand prize eludes 
the Lowell wrestling team 
again, in heart-rendering 
fashion at Kellogg Arena in 
Battle Creek. 

The Red Arrows finished 

Lowell High School's driver education program was started in 1951 by Norm 
Borgerson Sr. and run by Bob Perry since 1964. 

Some 37 years later, Perry, alongside Lowell Superintendent Bert Bleke, presented 
plaques to the Lowell Area Car Dealers (Thomet Chevrolet Buick; Vennen, Chrysler, 
Dodge; Wittenbach Pontiac and Oldsmobile; and Harold Zeigler Ford, for their 
cooperation and assistance. Pictured above, from left to right, are; Mike Poll (Wittenbach), 
Fred Wiilison (Vennen), Cody Meyer (Harold Zeigler Ford), Rod Dewey (Harold Zeigler 
Ford), Bob Perry, Bob Rodenhouse, Daryl Kuiper (Vennen), superintendent Bert Bleke 
and Stew Thomet (Thomet Chevrolet), 

runner-up for the third con-
secutive year in the Division 
II state finals ... including the 
last two years toLapeerWest. 

The Panthers, in winning 
their second consecutive state 
title, narrowly edged Lowell 
27-25 in an epic champion-
ship tilt. 

Given the difficulty with 
the accounting and billing 
systems over the last year, 
Tom Richards, general man-
ager of Lowel l Light & 
Power/Lowell Cable Televi-
sion, felt good about the au-
dit by Biggs, Hausserman, 
Thompson and Dickinson. 

T m happiest about the 
unqualif ied recommenda-
tion. This last year we dealt 
with challenges on top of 
challenges," Richards ex-
plained. " I 'm glad the first 
year is under our belt." 

A new billing system 
(support Y2K), a new ac-
counting system, and a move 
to integrate... el iminating du-
plication in the accounting 
process and renovation of 
office space made it a tough 
year, according to Richards. 
"We're not out of the woods 
yet, but I think we've made 
progress." 

March 14,2001 

T h e award -winn ing 
sound of the Michigan Tech 
Jazz Lab Band, featuring a 
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repertoire ranging from 

the big band era to today's 
contemporary sounds and 
original compositions, could 
be heard inside the walls of 
the Lowell Performing Arts 
Center. 

Lowell High School was 
one of 11 stops on the 22-
member jazz band's spring 
break tour. 

For Troy Ballard, a 1997 
I .HS graduate and tenor saxo-
phonist for the jazz band, it 
was a return home. 

"It 's great lo be back here 
playing. There 's no belter 
place," Ballard explained. 
"People don't realize how 
spoiled they are by this cen-
ter." 

Ballard knows ... based 
on the number of gyms and 
cafeterias the jazz band has 
performed in. 

Some students believe... 
some don't . 

Either way the School 
Resource Officer program al 
Lowell High School began 
inauspiciously on the day 
there was a school shooting 
in California. 

"This is Lowell. Not a 
whole lot goes on. I was fine 
before," said Lowell student, 
Zach Beachum. 

Christie Lacicdoesn't see 
a need for a resource officer 
... but for different reasons. 

, 1 * i ̂  1 

"It 's not a good idea. I don't 
feel safe now and I didn't feel J.J O; • "• 

xil •• • V 

safe before. Who is going to 
feel comfortable talking to 
him ... he's pulled half of us 
over. I don't think him being 
here will prevent anything ... 
It's not like he'd throw him-
self on a bomb for us." 

The Lowel l p rogram 
wasn't even a week old and 
school resource officer, Steve 
Bukala sensed that his pres-
ence was having an impact 
and that student rapport and 
trust had already begun to 
take form. 

"Students have started to 
say 'hi' and 'good morning' 
to me. I also had a student 
stop and talk to me about hunt-
ing," said the officer. 

Students arc relating to 
the officer as a pe r son . . . not 
as an officer, which is key to 
the program's success, ac-
cording to Bukala. 

Lowell swimmer Mike 
Gustafson completed an il-
lustrious swimming career al 
the Class A swimming and 
diving championships. 

The senior earned all-slate 
honors finishing second in the 
200 individual medley with a 
time of 1:53.59. 

In addition lo his stale 
accomplishmenls,Gusiafson 
concluded his high school ca-
reer with eight consecutive 
O-K While conference cham-
pionships. 

The sophomore gymnas-
tics duo of Holly Planner and 
Krystal While put aside the 
butterflies and that sickly feel-
ing in the pit of the stomach 
lo compete in the Division 11 
individual stale lournamenl. 

Planner, coming off a 
first-place performance al the 
regional, posted a 9.225, plac-
ing her fourth among the 42 
Division II gymnasts com-
peting in the floor exercise. 

White tallied an 8.9. 

Lowel l ' s Ian DeRalh 
glowed in the aftermath of a 
state championship follow-
ing his 6-4 decision over 
Fenlon's Lambros Kollalis. 

Caleb O'Boyle, Brandon 
Kinney and Bobby Gingerich 
placed second while John 
McKay was third and Ben 
Fleet placed fourth. 

Lowell Area Schools re-
ceives good news: Its first 
phase for a $29 million bond 
proposal came in $60,000 un-
der budget. 

Jim White, assistant su-
perintendent for curriculum 
and instruction, reported to 
the board of education that 
bids for 12 different catego-
ries went out lo Alto Elemen-
tary School, Lowell Middle 
School , and Unity High 
School projects. 

The Tots on Track for 
Success program al Lowell 
Area Schools receives the gift 
of a Macintosh computer 
from a Lowell resident. Terry 
Kropf donated the computer 
and equipment, valued al 
$400, to the program, which 
is designed as an outreach 
program for young families 
with children, ages infant 
through preschool. 

Supe r in t enden t Bert 
Bleke said the program has 

dent of Lowell Area Historic 
District in reference lo Mark 
Balchelor, Lowell Township 
resident and planning com-
missioner. 

Balchelor wasn't just a 
mason - he was a mason with 
an apprec ia t ion for the 
building's architectural his-
tory and significance. 

Aftera lot of blood, sweat 
and capital to fund such a 
renovation project, Balchelor 
"has brought together the his-

* 

Lowell High School undertakes its biggest musical 
production with its opening of the Wizard of Oz. It 
required 52 actors/actresses, a backstage crew of 12, a 
20-member pit band, 92 handmade costumes and two-
and-a-half months of practice. 
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Delnay Morris, age 10 
Mr. Bredin 
Cherry Creek Elem. 

Af+h 

Cody Grim, age 11 
Mrs. Melle 
Cherry Creek 

SUPERIOR FURNITURE 
318 E. Main • 897-9285 
Lowell, Michigan 49331 

become a model that can and 
should be for our county and 
maybe in the state. 

March 21, 2001 
• 1 1 . • 5 ! i i ^ r1 . 

City and business digni-
taries gathered to celebrate 
the preservation and renova-
tion of a historic building 
which was architecturally de-
signed in 1870 by Robert 

Graham. 
Since then, the building 

has been many things lo many 
people, most notably a hard-
ware store (Western Auto) 
and grocery stores owned by 
Bob Hahn and Carl Monroe. 
Two years ago it looked like 
a building ready to be razed/ 
demolished and then Mark 
Balche lor purchased the 
building and spent the last 
year restoring the building. 

"It was like someone 
dropped "a mason from the 
sky." said Jim Doyle, presi-

torical past and new opportu-
nity." said Lowell mayor. 
Michael Biough. "His effort. 1 
think, exemplifies what this 
community has begun to em-
brace - a commi tmen t ,to 
growth but without the re-
moval of historical buildings." 

Two Lowell Destination 
Imagination teams earned w 

firsts at the regional in Grand 
Haven Saturday. 

The Lowell High School 
team, managed by Sa l ly 
McAlp ine and a s s i s t an t 
Shirley Oracz. took first place 
in the category of Incredible 
Technical Effects. 

The Lowel l Midd le 
School team, managed bv Lori 
Ingraham. advanced to the 
state level Destination Imagi-
nation competition with a first-
place ranking on the Triplicity 
problem. 

Time spent on the job was 

justification enough for the 
Bowne Township Board to 
vote elected officials' wage 
increases for the first time in 
three years. 

"This increase makes the 
township wages more equi-
table with other townships," 
said township supervisor. 
Pete Siler. 

Bowne T o w n s h i p ' s 
board, by a vole of 4-1. ap-
proved an annual $2,000 in-
crease in the supervisor, clerk 
and treasurer's salaries. 

Bowne Township trustee 
Karen Hendrick's weekend 
ride into Garfield Township 
may have uncovered a solu-
tion to the township's office 
dilemma. 

A report to Bowne Tow n-
ship in February identified 
that its offices contained fun-
gus, toxins and spores. The 
result was relocating to the 
Historic Township Hall at 
84ih St. and M-50 or risk 
health problems. 

Bowne Tow nship super-
visor. Pete Siler shared six 
options with the board stat-
ing none of them, presented 
byOwen. Ames and Kimball, 
are cheap - bringing it back to 
square one ... how does the 
township pay for it? 

Hendrick took pictures ot 
a new township hall built near 
an existing historic hall in 
Garfield Township. "They 
use the old hall for meetings 
and storage." Hendrick said. 
"The new hall is used for 
office space." 
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The cost tor the 2.200- square foot building was $ 150.000 

. . . a lot more affordable than the other options. 

Lowell's three state titles at the ninth annual Michigan 
High School Powerlifting state finals matched the total 

number it has gained over the past live years. 
Winning state titles for Lowell were Chris Curtis. 155 

pounds, combined (squat, bench and deadlitt) lilt ot 1.105 
pounds; Brad Hldridge. 181. 1.250 pounds; Travis DeVoid. 

242. 1.350 pounds. 

The Lowell Wesleyan Church got what it wanted - a small 
piece of cit \-owned property on N. Hudson, at what some 

might consider quite the deal. 
The property, appraised at $1,300 by city assessor. Jim 

Marfia. was sold to the church for $500. 
Actually, the church approached the city about the parcel 

uibout 135 feet.) Church members' goal w as to add the piece 
to the land it alread> owned adjacent to the property. This will 

allow the church to sell its 
land and pay off some exist-

ing debt. 

The Lowell Youth Foot-
ball program has a home tor 
at least another five years. 

Following a unanimous 

Stan Karas colors, cuts 
and creates a door hanger 
for his home as part of the 
fourth annual March read-
ing month ce l ebrat ion 
"Read Across America." 

Ellie Timpson, age 10 
Mrs. Reed 
Cherrv Creek Elem. 

LOWELL VISION CENTER 
David G. Durkee, O.D. 

2186 W. Main St.. Lowell • 897-8486 
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vote. Lowell City Council agreed to allow the youth football 
program to continue operating and controlling the concession 

stand and Burch Field facilities. 
Mike Meppelink. president, said the program has been 

doing well, operating eight to nine football games on Satur-
days. and adding about 60 children annually to its rosters. 
Also, the organization has worked with other local groups 
which have wanted to use the field, including the fair and 

YMCA. 

The city of Lowell employees will finally get their study 

on city employee salaries. 
City manager. David Pasquale presented a report and fees 

for the Michigan Municipal League to conduct a study on 
employee classification and compensation. Pasquale noted 
the city had not done this since 1993 and had added several job 

classifications. 
City Council,however, was disappointed to learn the pro-

posed study, which came in at $7,500 plus $600 in out-of-
pocket expenses, would not include employees at Lowell 

Light and Power/Cable Company because the companies had 

already had a similar study done recently. 
After some discussion, il was decided lo make a change on 

the motion so Pasquale could go back and gel a quote from 
Michigan Municipal League to incorporate the study for 
Lowell Light and Power /Cable Company into this study. 
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North Country Trail will cover seven states and over 
4,000 miles when completed. It moves into its new digs at 
219 E. Main St.a newly renovated historical Robert 
Graham-designed building. The renovation work was 
completed by Mark Batchelor. 

Jeremy Drake 
Mrs. Melle 
Cherry Creek 

^ C o n n i e Reedy 897-4915 • Off ice 897-04441 

a 
REEDV 
REHITV, 
inc. I MMIOH* 

March 28 ,2001 

Lance Fargo, age 10 
Mrs. Melle 
Cherry Creek Elem. 
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Speerstra Agency TRIM 
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Dale Triplett 
835 W. Main S!. S^ -92M 97-6546 

Construction of the Conservatory Woods condo site is 

expected lo begin in early May. 
According to developer Steve Hanson's site plan, a total 

of 54 condominiums will be put on the property - less than half 

the allowable density, which could hold up to 126 units. 

e i g h t a c r e S o t t h e a C r e S ' t e b e 

because much of the land is restricted by the Department of 
0 c Environmental Quality. 

Conservatory Woods will conserve a vast majority ot 
natural features of the site. There will be a la.rgeAvetland area 

in the middle, and as many trees as possible will be main-

tained. 

Lowell Area Schools' April state aid check will have a 
little extra in it. 

The additional dollars, though, are earmarked as part of 
the ^Governor's Teacher Technology Initiative (TTI)-' pro-

gram. The funds will purchase computers for teachers. 
To qualify, teachers had to fill out a survey prior to Jan. 

19 and comply with all conditions and terms set forth by TTI. 

' Of Lowell 's teaching staff, 202 of the 203 qualified; one 
teacher did not participate. There were 41 non full-time 
teachers who did not qualify. 

It 's been 54 years since Lowell Schools has had a string 
: orchestra. > /-* 

A group called the Lowell String Player Advocates, with 
the support of community education, began a movement 

nearly a year-and-a-half ago in pursuit of re-establishing a 
string orchestra program. 

The group is one of a multitude of wish-list requests, 

hoping to be added to the school district's 2001-02 budget. 
. Those wish-list requests total nearly $1 million. Accord-

•; ing to Connie Gillette, assistant superintendent to finance and 

J personnel, however, the district will add no more than 
$200,000 to its budget next year. "They will all be things that 

I the district needs, classroom related, and the programs that 
impact the most students." 

• 

Lowell 's Randy Seaman, president/CEO of Seam m's 
Heating, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration, Inc., is na. ned 
the 33rd recipient of the Air Conditioning Contractors of 
America. 

The Contractor of the Year award honors contractors who 

have dedicated themselves to improving professional stan-
dards for themselves, their companies and their industry. 
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A steady crowd of patrons visited the booths of 98 vendors 
at the tilth annual Lowell Community Expo. 

This year 's Expo was sponsored by Lowell Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, Lowell Area Schools and lonia County 
National Bank. 

The Kent County 4-H Pertorming Arts Club raised over 
$1,300 through its annual major community service project. 
This year 's performance was "Radio Station K.I.D.S." 

Proceeds from the event went to the Ronald McDonald 
House and children's programming at the Van Andel Mu-
seum. , 

With verbal approval trom the Lowell Historic Commis-
sion and the city ot Lowell, it appears by summer's end the 
historical characteristics ot an existing two story resource on 
the east end of town will be brought back to life. 

Formerly known as Rite Aid, of 411 E. Main, developer 

Joe Nawrocki (413 E. Main Street Investments LLC) will 
begin renovation mid summer on the former Rite Aid build-
ing. 

Nawrocki went be tore Lowell Planning Commission 
requesting permission to legally split the parcel so two owners 
and uses can occupy the overall structure. 

Asa result of the split, the user groups that will most likely 
exist in these two resources will be different. The two-story 
resource will become a mercantile user, while the one-story 
will become retail and storage. 

The two-story resource will be sold separately and will 

offer4 ,280 square feet on the main level and 3,260 square feet 
on the second level. The single story will be approximately 
9,030 square feet. 

April 4 ,2001 

Lowell High School brought in Steve Peters, artist- in-

residence at Franciscan Life Process Center. It was done 
through a collaborative effort with the Lowell Area Arts 

Council. He guided 20-25 art and drama students through a 
fall semester artist-in-residence program. 

{ The result of their work is unveiled at a sculpture dedica-
tion and reception. 

Peters worked with students on individual pieces and on 
a collaborative piece, which required refining many ideas 
down to one. ;

 k . . 
It was difficult, but the students did eventually organize 

all their different ideas into one. 
The sculpture, which sits outside the high school's west 

entrance, was designed with the rights-of-passage idea in 

mind. . ., ' i. 

Lowell Masonic Lodge #90 is building a new image. 

"For so many years, the Masons were thought of as a 

secret society; we're trying to change that," said David Miller, 

a mason for the past 55 years. "Being a Mason means a lot to 
me. I've enjoyed the fellowship and the high caliber people 

I 've met." 

, 

Howard Burton has never been on a turkey hunt, but 
he's not without a story. 

In fact, his story rivals most. Burton, a Lowell bus 
driver for three years, was making a daily run to Hope 
Network to pick up some students. 

He was heading west on M-21 near the Ada Roadside 
Park at Sargent when he saw a turkey running out of 
some brush toward the road. 

"I thought he was going to get hit by an eastbound car, 
but just before he reached the road, the turkey took 
flight," Burton explains... took flight right into the path 
ofBurton'sbus . "There wasn't anything I could do. He 
hit and came through my windshield right onto my lap." 

The glass from the shattered windshield and a flop-
ping, kicking turkey scratched the left side of Burton's 
face. 

Traveling at a speed of 45-50 miles per hour, w ith his 
vision impaired by the turkey. Burton still managed to 
maintain control of the bus and steer it off the north side 
of the road. 

Miller and his fellow Masons have volunteered their 
services in building 37 single raised-bed areas for the 
Wittenbach Community Garden Center, which has been coor-
dinated by Raquel Clark and Wittenbach Science Center 
director. Tammy DeBaar. 

The construction of these raised-bed areas is expected to 
begin mid- lo late- April. The Masons are looking to be viewed 
as a force for good in the Lowell community. 

Lowell 's push for a city light at Monroe is met with equal 
resistance by the Michigan Department of Transportation. 

The city' s push has been based on improved public safety. 

' T h e city believes a light will break up traffic and make it 

easier for pedestrians to cross Main Street (M-21). 
The reluctance stems from M-21 being a major state 

thoroughfare and traffic counts not warranting a light. 

If history is to be a teacher, improvements to Gee Drive 

may eventually be funded through special assessments. 
When the city made street improvements throughout the 

whole town 25 years ago, special assessment was the funding 
source. 

That may be the route the city uses in deciding how to fund 
the $810, 196 price tag to upgrade Gee Drive. 

Other methods brought up during discussion at a planning 
commission meeting were an increase in city mi Mage and 
seeking federal funding. 

Il is the largest mineral in southern Lowell Township and 
possibly the most recognized landmark. 

Ye Old Kissing Rock is given a make-over by township 
residents Jim Marron and Fred Talbot. 

The rock which has been victim of numerous spray can 
creations was recently covered in a pearl gray with black 

lettering in hopes of cleaning its besmudged appearance. 

m 

Donations totaling $3,500 by American Legion Post 
152 and YEW Post 8302 helped bring the amount raised 
toward a truck for the Lowell Area Schools' D.A.R.E, 
program to just under $6,000. Mike Willard, commander 
of the American Legion Post 152, left, and Gordon Marshall, 
commander of YEW Post 8303, right, made check presen-
tations to D.A.R.E. officer Steve Bukala. The American 
Legion made a donation of $2,500 and the VFW, a check 
for $1,000. The D.A.R.E. program needs $8,900 to fund a 
three-year lease. At the end of the three years, D.A.R.E. 
will purchase the black C M C Sonoma outright. The truck 
will be adorned with a red D.A.R.E. logo and the names of 
sponsors who made donations of $500 or more. 
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April 11,2001 

Lowell's first "Spirii of 
Community Annual Celebra-
tion" is established to recog-
nize leadership in the areas of 
education, arts and commu-
nity service. 

Awards scheduled to be 
presented are the Ray Quada 
Opportuni ty Schola rsh ip . 
Tribute Brass Leaf Dedica-
tion. Marsha Wilcox Com-
munity Service Award. Low-
ell Area Arts Council's Arty 
Award and the Lowell Area 
Chamber of Commerce Per-
son of the Year Award. 

The celebration is in-
spired by the life of Ray 
Quada. a longtime Lowell 
resident who gave countless 
years toward the enrichment 
of the Loweii area through his 
\ olunteerism and government 
service. 

For the seventh time in 
nine years. Lowell High 
School's Model I ' .N. team 
earns the highest number of 
awards at Hope College's 
26th annual Model I'.N. com-
petition. 

Lowell students earn 13 
awards, one shy of a record it 
set last year when it won 14 
awards. 

More than 800 students 
from schools across four stales 
participated. 

Sixty-two skaters started 
ihe 4ih annual. 24-hour Skaie-
a-Thon at Roll Away Family 
Fun Center. 

When 18 of them had fin-
ished. over S5.000 had been 
raised in the fight against mus-
cular dystrophy. 

The event ran from 6 p.m. 
on Saturday. March 31 until 6 
p.m. on Sunday. April I. Par-
ticipants were allowed a 10-
minute break each hour. 

The center provided the 

rink, music, bottled water, pop 
and fruit. 

At one time the Lowell 
Airport had the classification 
of a General Utility airport, 
but some time in the past it 
was demoted to a basic status. 

But the Lowell Airport 
Board is working to change 
all that and with the approval 
of the Lowell City Council, 
took the first step in improv-
ing its status. 

The airport board ap-
proved Grand Rapids-based 
URS Gre ine r to be the 
airport's engineer in helping 
to determine what the airport 
needs to do to become a Gen-
eral Utility airport. Three 
companies had bid on the 
project and through extensive 
interviewing, the board se-
lected URS. 

Bell Equipment Com-
pany is approved by the city 
council to assemble and at-
tach a new water tank and 
hopper for the city's street 
sweeper. 

Dan DesJarden. Lowell 
Public Works director, said 
Bell estimated it would take 
about 40 hours to install the 
new equipment and that DPW 
e m p l o y e e s should start 
sweeping the city streets some 
lime between the middle and 
end of April. 

Noting that North Kent 
Transit is definitely used by 
its residents, the Lowell City 
Council voted unanimously 
to raise its contribution by 
$2,000 to the organization. c 

Since coming to the area, 
the citv of Lowell alon2 with 

m Sm. 

Lowell and Vergennes town-
ships, have helped fund North 
Kent Transit through Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funds. The city 
of Lowell contributed S4.000 
for the 2000/2001 fiscal year. 

Tom Tilma. of the Kent 
County Community Develop-
ment Department, who over-
sees the North Kent Transit 
program, indicated that by the 
end of February, the program 
had used monies in the amount 
of $3.731.96 and would need 
about $5,600 to continue for 
ihe year. He recommended 
an increase to $6,000. 

April 18,2001 

grade one of its towers. 
With the upgrade it will 

be fully robotic and very high 
tech. 

The remote system will 
control the east dome, tele-
scope and cameras. When 
completed, the classrooms 

information systems. 

Fearful that her driveway 
would not be able to hold it, 
Dorla West attained permis-
sion to expand her 3rd annual 
"plant swap" onto city prop-
erty. 

West, of 525 Front St., 

8 | fmWm 

m mmtm* 
With the razing of the structure at 916 W. Main, all 

that remained were the meories of what once used to be 
Main Street Pub, Captain Jack's Shaney's and Mel's. 
The old bar was torn down on Friday April 13. 

Kristi Ford, a 14-year 
dance student, took her tal-
ents to the air in the season-
opening track meet against 
Hastings. 

The senior hopped and 
glided to the high bar be-
fore elevating up and over 
the setting of 5'6-1/4", and 
with it set a new school 
record in the high jump. The 
previous record, owned by 
Leslie Murphy (S'S"), was 
set in 1994. 

k „ v V,. r f ) 
Soon Lowell area resi-

dents will be able to use the 
Englehardt Library comput-
ers to view images and ob-
jects millions of miles away. 

Due to a $28,850 grant 
from the Lowell Area Com-
munity Fund, the Veen Ob-
servatory will be able to up-

and the library will have 
internet access lo the telescope 
and stored data from the ob-
servatory. 

April 25,2001 

The thought of playing 
soccer for a Division I pro-
gram goes from tempting to 
truth for Lowel l ' s Jacob 
Billingsley. 

The Red Arrow goalie, 
who garnered just about all 
the post-season awards pos-
sible following a stellar se-
nior season in the net. is signed 
to a four-year soccer scholar-
ship to play al Eastern Illinois 
where he will study computer 

received permission from 
Lowell City Council to use 
city properly al the corner of 
Jackson and Front streets, en-
ablingherloexpand herplant 
swap. 

Dave Anderson became 
the latest lo go before the city 
council requesting a.sidewalk 
waiver.. . only lo be denied. 

Anderson ' s request is 
based on the following facts: 
that the four lots in question 
are on a private drive off of 
Godfrey Street; that Godfrey 
does not have any sidewalks 
from the corner of Lincoln 
Lake lo his property; and that 
his drive is private, not pub-

Last year the Alto Run-
ning Club began its long 
journey around the world 
a quarter mile at a time. 

In March they picked 
up where they left off, some-
where in the middle of the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

So far this year, kids 
have run a combined 2,655 
miles. 

The Alto Running Club, 
in its third year, was borne 
using the same process as 
the Old Kent Junior Club. 

Club directors Susan 
Riddle, Sharon Vensas and 
Terri Lyman have all been 
amazed by the response to 
the club. They expected 20 
kids to start and have ended 
up with 150 active runners. 

Some students have av-
eraged 50-100 miles (run-
ning/walking) per year. 

rrim. 'rv rU 
lie, with the homes facing 
the private drive. 

Three bid irregularities 
and inexperience in construc-
tion of new streets and side-

iwalks sway the Lowell Oiy 
Council not to accept the low-
est bid in the reconstruction ' 
of Bowes Road and sidewalk 
construction. 

Thecity council, instead, 
approves the bid of CL Truck-
ing and Excavating in the 
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Kylee Karas, age 11 
Mr. Fillman 
Chery Creek 
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As the United Slates government was shaping a deal 
with China to free the 24 American crew members from the 
downed Navy EP-3E reconnaissance plane, a deal of a 
ditterent nature was being finalized which would free 11-
month-old Yi Hong from an orphanage in the Province of 
Anhui. China. 

Ironically, this freedom was also being sought by Ameri-
cans ... Lowell's Scott and Susan Ullery. 

They began their parental journey two years ago, check-
ing and searching for good, reliable agencies from which 
they could adopt a child. 

Once the paperwork was completed, the Ullerys learned 
they were approved and that it would be six months before 
they could travel to China to pick up their child. 

May 2,2001 

Michigan Lt. Gov. 
Dick Posthumus speaks to 
Lowell Rotary about the 
changes that have taken 
place in Michigan in the 
480s and '90s and about 
the needs he sees for the 
future. 

.v-' ifsk 

amount of $165,337, 3.9 percent higher than that of low 
bidder, DMC Inc. ($159,142.65). 

For the fifth time in 14 years, Lowell High School will 
search for a varsity basketball coach. 

Pete Bush, Red Arrow basketball coach for the last six 
years, resigned from the position last week. 

Jin-' i • 
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The first Lowell Institute for Volunteer Hxcellence con-
cludes with a graduation celebration on Thursday. April 19. 
The six-month program provided participants with tools, 
assuringthemcontinuedgrowihinleadershipandvolunteerism 
in the Lowell community. 

The program was coordinated through Lowell's Leader-
ship Initiative group and the Lowell Area Chamber of Com-
merce. 

The dilemma: To encourage people to buy old homes and 
remodel them to improve the community . . . yet have those 
projects fit the city's criteria. 

Faced with the recurring issue of remodeling older homes 
built well before the current zoning ordinance, the situation of 
how to accommodate both the homeowners and city guide-
lines is getting, well, a little hairy. 

i ' V -

I 

•fV.** 

Sara Blanchard's fourth-grade class at Alto El-
ementary takes a step back into Michigan history at the 
Wittenbach Environmental/Agricultural Center. 

How different their lives are today compared to 
Michigan's early settlers was reinforced. 

Former Lowell eighth-grade science teacher George 
Stegmier and his wife Floretta, attired as early settlers, 
speak of the relationships between the Ottawa Indians, 
the French and the English. 

¥ 
i 

tmm* 

"A lot of these homes 
were built small and now 
people want to have more 
room." said Lowell citv man-
ager. David Pasquale. "We 
don't want to discourage them 
from making improvements."• 

With the North Country 
Trail and the improvements 
with the city, the Lowell Plan-
ning Commission looks at 
the development of an RV 
park. 

The park, proposed by 
Lowell PlanningCommission 
chair. James Hall, would be 
located on the city-owned 
properly adjacent to the Flat 
and Grand rivers. The plan 
would utilize ihe Moose. 
Rogers, and Flat River island 
properties, with bridges con-
necting to the islands. 

Believing the project de-
serves investigation, the plan 

Review, cont'd, pg. 22 

-

Logan Wolfe, age 11 
Mrs. Schneider 
Alto ^ 

VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP 

10381 Bailey Drive 
Loweii, Mi 

T ! 

Thomas Jeffrey, age 10 
Mrs. Young # 
Cherry Creek Elem. # i 

ICNB 897-6171 ^ 

Hometown Banking ^ 
# 

^ & 
member fdic 



The Lowell Ledger -Wednesday, December 19,2001 - Page22 

Year-In-Review, continued... From Page 21 
nine commission unanimously endorsed the property, 

which means thai no development of the land will be consid-
ered for three years, while Hall is looking into the possible 
development of an RV park. 

Hall said one of his first moves will be developing a 
marketing study to see whether the park would be utilized, and 
what would be necessary to attract the motorhome and 
converted coach (highway buses that have been converted into 
motorhomes) crowd to the park. He also plans to offer an area 
for tenters. 

May 16, 2001 

The K-12 visual arts curriculum revisions are approved 
by the Lowell School Board. 

The most important elements of those revisions are in the 
areas of assessment and portfolios which will garner com-
ments from students and teachers, and allow for parents to 
respond. 

Mav 9, 2001 

V 

4 

The first annual Spirit of Community celebration 
honors Bert Bleke as Lowell Chamber of Commerce 
Person of the Year; Liz Baker with the Lowell Area 
Chamber of Commerce "Arty" Award; Jane Bosserd 
with the Marsha Wilcox Community Service Award; 
and Lyndsey Geer with the Ray Quada Opportunity 
Scholarshp; the following people were recognized with 
Lowell Area Education Foundation tribute leaves: Noel 
Dean and the football coaching staff; the late Art Bieri; 
the late Jack Fonger; the late Jeff and Suzanne Timpson; 
the late Ray Quada. Bob Perry, Bob Copeland and John 
Timpson. 

There were approximately 200 area residents who 
participated in the 7th annual CROP Walk, raising 
roughly $22,000. 

While the first quarter of 2001 saw residential home sales 
drop statewide by almost seven percent compared to the same 
time period last year, home sales in Lowell were up nine 
percent. 

Home ownership continues to be a good investment in 
Lowell as sales and home values continue to rise. 

The average price of a home in Lowell sold for $137,161 
during the first quarter of 2001. That reflected a 6.3 percent 
increase over the average price ($129,066) during the first 
quarter of 2000. The average sales price in Lowell for all of 
2000. however, was $148,300. 

Former agriscience edu-
cator and Future Farmers of 
America advisor. Pete Siler 
taught more than 10.000 stu-
dents during his 26-year ten-
ure at Lowell High School. 

For his efforts in edu-

cating students about agriculture. Michigan Farm Bureau 
(MFB) named Siler the 2000 Agriscience Educator of the 
Year. 

In his continual drive to impact students. Siler donates the 
S500 award he received from MFB to the Wittenbach Center. 

Miss Michigan 1998, Laura 
Welling, and editor of the Michi-
gan Learning Magazine, Linda 
Wacyk, present the Meijer Fam-
ily-Friendly Schools awards to 
Cherry Creek and Bushnell el-
ementary schools. 

The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZB A) followed the lead of 
the Lowell Planning Commission, approving the recom-
mended variances for two residential lots at 924 N. Hudson 

and 504 Lincoln Lake Ave. 

Andy Retberg, YMCA community development director, 
is recognized as the Rookie Director of the Year by the 
National Association of Professional Directors for the YMCA. 

A random unannounced search for drugs and weapons at 
Lowell High School results in less than a handful of suspen-
sions. 

Roughly 600 cars in the high school parking lots are 
searched by dogs trained to detect such items. The two dogs 
identified 44 cars of possibly having illegal substances or 
weapons in them; only four had illegal drugs or alcohol. 

The rest of the vehicles are described as residual hits, such 
as prescription medicine, empty shotgun shells (used for 
hunting), bottled rockets, fire rockets, road flares and spills 
from empty beer can returnables. 

The Red Arrow girls league meet championship, com-
bined with its dual meet season title, gives Lowell its first 

league title in girls track since 1992. Review, cont'd, pg. 23 

8 
mwMiil* 

v 

C 's>. J / 
K 

i 
V 

A 
t V 

Nicole Halbeisen, age 10 
Mr. Jacobus 
Cherry Creek 

Ashley McFaden, age 10 
— Mrs. Reed 

Cherry Creek 

James Reagan, D.D.S. 
207 W. Main, Lowell, Ml 49331 

Ph. 897-7179 

LOWELL YMCA 
323 West Main, Lowell 

We build strong kids, PHONE 8 9 7 - 8 4 4 5 
strong iamilics, strong commnniturs. 
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L o w e l l ' s f irst -
ever Great Strides 
walk in the f ight 
against cystic fibrosis 
had a most auspicious 
start. 

There were 28 
par t i c ipant s who 
walked the 6.2 miles. 
More impressively, 
they raised $17,878. 

The event, which 
was coordinated by 
L o w e l l ' s Pete 
Odland, started and 
finished at the Lowell 
Calvary Chris t ian 
Reformed Church. 

Odland raised $9,100. His son Dillon suffers from the 
debilitating disease. 

The money raised will be used to find a cure for cystic 
fibrosis. 

The magical island world of orphaned dogs and cats 
imparted "Life 's little lessons" to Cherry Creek Elementary 
third-graders. 

The mythical Paw Island was accessed through a mobile 
classroom, complete with 27 iMac computers in a child-
oriented environment. 

Stories are character based, instructing students about the 
importance of following the rules to stay safe, telling the truth 
and embracing diversity. 

On this island, all the dogs and cats have responsibilities, 
which they perform daily. They also teach the younger cats 
and dogs the difference between right and wrong. 

Sounds of music will once again filter out from the Lowell 
Showboat deck this summer. 

Through the cooperative organizational efforts of the 
Lowell Area Chamberof Commerce and the Lowell Area Arts 
Council, the venue synonymous with summertime entertain-
ment will play host to a 10-week summer concert series 
beginning May 31. 

Results trom the Lowell Area School* District fourth-
grade MEAP tests in reading and math appear to be pretty 
gbod. 
V ,Jjrom the data presented, a 17-point spike in the informa-
tion part of the reading test stands out. Last year, only 68 
percent of the fourth-graders passed the information part of 
the reading test. This year that jumped to 85.1 percent. 

Jim White, assistant superintendent to curriculum, did 
note that Lowell 's fourth-grade reading results were notably 
different in that nearly the same number of students passed 
both the story (86.0) and information (85.1) portions of the 
reading test. t4I don't think I've ever seen that," White said. 

This came in a year where the information reading mate-
rial was new (had not been used in a previous year). When new 
reading material is used, the percentage of students who pass 
usually drops. 

The percentage of fourth-graders who passed both por-
tions of the test was 78.3 percent, up from the 64 percent figure 
o fa year ago. It is a little better than the 1998(72.6) and 1999 
(71.8) results. 

The strong performance trend in math continued. Of the 
fourth-grade students taking the MEAP math test, 90.2 per-
cent passed, up from 86 percent a year ago. 

Lowell Women's club president Betty yeiter and 
treasurer, Marj Harding present checks totaling $2,450 
to four area organizations - Lowell Area Historical 
Museum ($1,000), YMCA ($1,250), D.A.R.E. $100 and 
the Lowell Area Fire Department $100. 

ground includes two years as an assistant basketball coach at 
Alpena Community College; four years as junior varsity 
basketball coach at Burton-Bcndlc; and one year as freshman 
basketball coach at Corunna. 

McDonald coachcd the Lowell junior varsity team to a 9-
10 record in 2000-01. 

He replaces Pete Bush as the varsity basketball coach in 
2001-02. Bush resigned after a six-year tenure where his 
teams went a combined 21-107. 

JacquelynLiversedge'spleato Lowell CharterTownship 
Board fell on deaf cars. 

The township board upheld the planning commission's 
recommendation to deny her request of changing 56 acres at 
1408 Parnell Ave. from R-l (low density residential) to R-2 
(medium density residential). 

Liversedge noted that the 1995 master plan called for the 
area in question to be changed to R-2. 

The planning commission stated that the terrain made the 
area unlikely that il will be served by public sewer, increasing 
the possibility of adverse effects on the well water of sur-
rounding residences. 

It also explained that increased residential density does 
not fit the general character of the area. 

For Diane Denman, a 25-year Meijer veteran, it was her 
first grand opening. 

'There ' s a charge and excitement with opening a new 
store," she explained. 

The excitement Denman felt before the doors opened at 7 
a.m. on Sunday were magnified throughout the day as 5,643 
patrons gave the new Meijer store its first glance from the 
inside. 

'The numbers are better than the Meijer store which 
opened in Battle Creek at the same time," said Lowell store 
manager, Scott Rogers. 

While the numbers at Lowell were termed as excellent, 
Rogers said the anticipated drop in numbers at the Cascade 
and Knapp stores did not materialize. "What that means is the 
Lowell store pulled in additional guests that haven't been 
shopping at Meijer," he explained. 

Lowell store numbers enjoyed by Meijer on Sunday are 
expected to drop a little after the first month. 'The real test is 
a year from now. Then we will know how many customers we 
have collected," Rogers said. "We* re just glad to be open and 
very happy with the excellent sales we enjoyed on Sunday." 

May 30,2001 

Under the old system, the city was simply credited for what 
it used, which made planning for future use difficult and also 
made it difficult for Lowell Light and Power to bond for 
improvements. This policy also was not in line with what other 
power companies and municipalities do. 

The suggestion, which was approved al the meeting, was 
for Lowell Light and Power to start charging for all electrical 
services, including use, maintenance and construction of 
electrical facilities used by the city such as street lighting. 
Lowell Light and Power would be invoiced for water and 
wastewater use. The city also would receive about 4.5 percent 
of the company's gross income. 

Jeff McDonald hopes to touch and energize the youth in 
Lowell's summer basketball programs the way his high school 
coach did. 

McDonald was named the new Lowell High School 

varsity basketball coach. 
The Lowell High School math teacher's coaching back-

Mark Weber's long and illustrious tenure with Lowell 
Schools will end June 22 when he retires from the Lowell 
School District after 33 years. 

One of Grand Rapids' biggest and best blues performers 
will open the Lowell Showboat Summer Concert Series. 

Jimmy Stagger brings his unique vocal phrasing and 
consistently progressive musicianship along with his newly 
released CD "The Triumphant Return of Slim Jim." 

In a contract agreement between the city and the Lowell 
Area Chamber of Commerce, the city council states that no 
alcohol shall be served, sold, possessed or consumed on the 
Showboat. 

Liz Baker, Chamber director, approached the council 
about removing that clause; the council did so after discover-
ing it didn't make a difference if the clause were there or not. 
The reason being that as pointed out by Lowell police chief, 
Jim Valentine, the city already has an ordinance that forbids 
the consumption of alcohol in a public place. 

"Since the Showboat is owned by the city, it would be 
considered a public facility." Valentine said, adding that his 
officers would have to follow the ordinance. 

A new agreement with Lowell Light and Power has the 
cify treasurer reworking its city budget 

According to the current city charter, the city does not 
charge Lowell Light and Power taxes and, in return, receives 
its electrical services for free. However, councilmember Dan 
Brubaker said for accountability purposes, the two organiza-
tions needed to come up with a better system. 

Lowell postmaster, Gil Brown unveiled the newest 
stamp in honor of America's veterans. Pictured with him 
are Mike Willard, Gordon Marshall and Charlie Doyle. 

/ 

A salute to those who served ... A ceremony for the 137th 
Day of Remembrance was held at the Oakwood Cemetery. 

June 6 ,2001 

Boaters using the Flat River will not have to worrv about 
a wake ordinance along the portion of the river that runs 
through the city. 

Planning commission chair. Jim Hall brought forth the 
idea of creating a slow-no w ake ordinance similar to that of 
Vergennes Township after a few residents approached him 
with concerns about the speed of boaters on the river. 

Within the city, the Flat River runs from the Grand River 
to the Attwood property located just before Vergennes Town-
ship. Vergennes Township has had a slow-no wake ordinance 
on its section of the river since 1994. which Hall presented to 
the commission as a possible outline for the city. 

Not all of the planning commissioners feel, however, that 
there really is a need for such an ordinance. 

With lack of support for the idea. Hall declared it a dead 
issue with the planning commission at this time, making no 
plans to work on such an ordinance in the future. 

Planning commission chair. Jim Hall 's idea for creating a 
Master Land Use Plan for the city went to the wayside when 
the planning commission learned of the cost. 

After contacting designer Steve Langworthy. the com-
mission received a quote of $ 12.000 - S15.000 to put together 
the future land use plan. 

"A Master Land Use Plan-would be nice to have to refer 
to. but I don't know if it's worth it." Hall said after hearing the 
cost. 

The planning commission decides to pass on the Master 
Land Use Plan for now. Instead. Hall requested that commis-
sioners write down their thoughts about different areas of the 
city; in so doing, the commission would work from those ideas 
along with the suggestions of the current Master Plan. 

When the Lowell Planning Commission approved an-
other variance for a house that didn't quite fit the minimum 
usable floor area, it became apparent that something needed to 
be changed. 

After reviewing the city ordinance and a group of homes 

on High and James streets, planning commission mcmbei 
Clark Jahnke presented the commission with a plan he be-
lieved would solve the problem: Revise the current zoning 
regulations for residential housing. 
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It had been nearly 10 years in between visits to the 
Show boat for Jimmy S t a l e r . 

The blues artist returned with a different band and a 
new CD Thursday night as he opened the 10-week Lowell 
Show boat Summer Concert Series. 

The opening week of the concert series was missing 
sunshine but the cloudy skies and intermittent rain drops 
did not deter roughly 150 Stagger/blues fans as they 
enjoyed two hours of music from the Grand Rapids artist. 

The Lowell Area Historical Museum will gel its increase 
in operational funds, and cit\ residents w ill not see an increase 
in their nullaiie rate, but will see an increase in trash and yard 
waste bags. 

The Lowell Cit\ Council approved a S2.2 million budget 
tor 2vH)l -2002 after an hour-long discussion about changes to 
be made to the budget. The budget goes into effect July 1. 

2001. 
One area that received the most attention was the 400 

percent increase in operational costs for the Lowell Area 
Hi>torical Museum. 

Also on the possible chopping block was the sidewalk 
contribution the city gives to residents for putting in new or 
repairing sidewalks. Staff recommended keeping the pro-

gram. 
To help with costs for trash removal, the council also 

agreed lo raise the price of irash bags from S6 to S7 for a 
package of 10. Also yard w aste bags w ould increase from $5 
to S" for a package of 20. Dave Pasquale. city manager, said 
the increase will hopefully encourage residents to recycle -
that cost is paid entirely by the city. 

The opportu-
nit\ to pla\ in ri-
\alry games with 
Notre Dame. 
Mich igan , and 
Penn Stale attract 
a lot of high 
school seniors to 
Michigan State 
Lniversiiy. 

M i c h i g a n 
Stale head foot-
ball coach . 
Bobby Williams 
wants to change 

that. 

"1 don" i want 
players to come 
here to play in 
those games. I 
want them to 

come here to w in those games." he said. 
Williams prepares for his second full season as the Spar-

tans* head football coach. 
Williams tells a Lowell Rotary luncheon crowd that he 

believes the MSU football program is ready to lake that next 
step in development. 

Roger and Bonnie Wall have never run a kids' summer 
tennis program before. 

So naturally, they looked for advice. They get il from one 
of the coun t ry ' s eminent tennis instructors , Dennis 
VandcrMeer. 

They traveled down to Hilton Head, South Carolina, 
w here Bonnie enrolls in two programs - Tennis University I 
(community tennis program on how lo leach community 
tennis) and Tennis University III (a program on how lo teach 

kids tennis). 
The Lowell tennis coach leaves with certification from the 

United Slates Professional Tennis Registry. 
VanderMeer started his program, leaching people how lo 

teach tennis, 25 years ago. 
Wall will lake what she learned from her six-day visit in 

Hilton Head and manage Lowell summer programs. 

' - - r 

Mary Bommarito's fancy for art fed her decision to 
take a watercolor painting course, taught by Loretta 
Sailors, through the Lowell Area Arts Council. 

Bommarito took the course back in 1999. Not quite tw o 
years later, her work is among the 30-plus artists featured 
in the "Celebrate Lowell" exhibit at the Lowell Area Arts 
Council. 

The exhibit features visual art by local artists (ages 18 
and older) from the Low ell area, as well as the communi-
ties of Saranac, Alto and Ada. 

In addition, the exhibition presents poetry, creative 
writing, and scripts written by children and adults who 
participated in the Lowell Area Arts Council's creative 
writing contest. 

V 4 

project. 
The council accepted the firm's bid of $66,500 to reline 

the city's schematic design of the City Hall/police station 
project. The firm would create more detailed plans lor the 
project, such as how the building would be built. 

The city's men and women in blue received some support 
from the Lowell City Council for a 3.5 percent wage increase. 

The council approves a new three-year contract with the 
Lowell Police Association, which represents five officers and 
one sergeant. The new package allows for a 3.5 percent wage 
increase for all six employees in the first year of the contract 
along with wage re-openers for the second and third years. 

Their best days have not yet passed, but Sunday's 
123rd commencement is one the graduates from the 2001 
Lowell High School class aren't likely to forget. 

Prior to carrying out one final assignment, the 252 
graduates were reminded of leadership, service, nurtur-
ing their dreams, truthfulness and daring themselves to 
do something they might not otherw ise do. 

Lowell's Kristi Ford places third in the state in the high 
jump. The senior cleared 5'4". It was her best finish at slate, 
supplanting her 2000 fourth-place performance. 

Ford finished second at the conference and regional meets 
leading up to the state finals. 

The Lowell YMCA, Middle School and Lowell Police 
Department work together lo set up and deliver an at-risk 
mentoring program for middle school kids. 

The program has identified 20 middle school students as 
at-risk. They are defined as youth who tend to be unwilling lo 
accept adult direction, need immediate gratification, lack 
some respect for authority figures, and may also have a poor 
image of self-worth. 

June 13,2001 

The city of Lowell once again hires one auditing firm lo 
review all of its budgets including Lowell Light and Power 
and Lowell Cable. 

It is the same move the council tried lo do last year. The 
Lowell Light and Power Board, which oversees both LL&P 
and Lowell Cable, however, hired its own firm to audit its 
budgets which meant two different firms reviewed the same 
budgets. 

Lowell city manager, David Pasquale said he talked il 
over with Lowell Light and Power general manager, Tom 
Richards, who indicated he was willing lo have the firm of 
Biggs, Hausserman, Thompson and Dickinson audit the two 
entities' books along with the city's general fund. 

Lowell City Council moves a little closer lo having its new 
Ciiy Hall/police station with the hiring of Fishbeck, Thomp-
son, Carr and Huber as the architecture and engineers for the 

Linda DesJarden, president of North Kent Auxiliary 
3430 of the Fraternal Order of Eagles, presents Jane 
Aronson with a check for $500 toward the purchase of 
large print/audio books to aid the visually impaired. Do-
nation totals to area libraries now stand at $5,000. The 
nonprofit organization has 132 chapters in Michigan and 
supports numerous charitable causes. 

Whether it's the whim-
sical pottery palace on the 
wall, the warm cozy feeling 
of the make-believe fire-
place, or the bright colors 
w hich illuminate the pottery 
studio, they are there to in-
spire individual creative 
powers. 

"Pigs really do fly here," 
said Melissa Havey, owner 
of Pottery Palace at 209 W. 
Main as she points to the 
palace on the building's east 
wall which has a pig and 
pottery with wings flying 
about. 

"The studio is a great 
escape for those w ho are not 
real artistic. It caters to those 
who need help. We carry 
sponges, utensils, stamps 

nzm-m 

and transfer paper to help assist them," Havey explained. 
The charge of Pottery Palace is to bring out an 

individuaPs artistic talent or skill at an affordable price. 
Patrons can turn plates, mugs, vases, coffee cups and 
other items into personalized gift ideas. 

A 

A 
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Travis Clement did his road work in preparation for 
the hills he would face on the 3.1 mile Cherry Creek Classic 
course. 

His work resulted in a finishing time of 16:13, leaving 
the Byron Center native, "king of the hills" Saturday at the 
seventh annual Cherry Creek Classic. 

Kelly DeBaar warmed up for the Cherry Creek Classic 
with an 8.2 mile jog to the Lowell Middle School with her 
friend. Nanry Liversedge. Then won the race in a time of 
20:54. 
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A recently released Standard & Poors education evalua-

tion analysis shows Lowell Area Schools achieves well 
above-average student results with comparatively low spend-
ing. 

In fact, Lowell'* Performance Cost Index (PCI) is the best 
in Kent and Ottawa counties. The PCI is a measure of the 
relationship between expenditures and student results and 
participation on the MEAP. 

"Our score (83) indicates that Lowell taxpayers are 
getting a great value for the dollars they put into the system,"-
said Lowell superintendent, Bert Bleke. 

Statewide, only 4 percent of Michigan school systems 
generated a more favorable PCI score. 

Lowell 's (PCI) for MEAP composite passing scores is 
$88 which is much lower than the state average of $ 124. When 
costs were adjusted for geographic variations and student 
circumstances, the adjusted PCI score dropped to $83. The 
state adjusted average was $ 108. A group of its peers averaged 
$105. 

Jim Reagan decided he wanted lo serve on the Lowell 
Board of Education five years ago because he wanted lo give 
back to the community. 

The general school election enables the incumbent to 
continue lo have a role on the board for the next four years. 
Reagan's seat was never in doubt as he went unchallenged. 

Along with re-electing Reagan, the voters of the Lowell 
School District approved the renewal of the non-homestead 
and non-qualified agricultural properly lax by a vote of 605-
132. 

A grant which will help promote independent living 
among local seniors was one of 12 awarded by the Lowell 
Area Community Fund. 

The Senior Neighbors program called "Senior Citizens of 
Lowell" will help promote independent living by providing 
meals, transportation, health and support services. 

The organization was the recipient of a grant in the amount 
of $17,500. 
t The 12 grants awarded on Monday totaled $169,000. 

They include: 
• $68,000 lo Lowell Area Schools for the "TOTS on Track 

fpr School. 
• $ 12,000 to the Lowell Area Arts Council (LAAC) to help 

implement the third year of its strategic plan "Vision 2005." 
1 • $8,000 lo the Grand Rapidk Symphony to bring its 

Artisls-In-Residence program to the 800 students at Cherry 
Qreek Elementary School during the 2001-02 school year. 
, • $11,000 to Lowell Charter Township to extend the 

hiking path at Grand River Riverfront Park. 
• $3,9SO to North Country Trail Association, Inc. for the 

National Trails Day Celebration. 
• $5,000 to the Camp Fire Boys and Girls. 
• $2,500 to the YMCA for the first annual Lowell Area 

health fair. 
• $8,550 lo the Kent County Youth Agricultural Associa-

tion for perimeter fencing. 
• $ 1,762 to the city of Lowell lo purchase newer conceal-

able body armor. 
The millage allows the district lo continue lo levy the 

statutory rate of 18 mills against non-homestead and non-
qualified agricultural property. 

The renewal is good for five years (2001 through 2005). 

Before their desks were cleaned, paraphernalia packed, 
and backpacks stuffed, middle school students al Grattan 
Academy recently decorated the entrance display at Grattan 
Township. The display case is adorned with colorful, three-
dimensional scenes of "School's Out," "Grattan Glimpses," 
and "Vacation Fun." 

Tom Gilbert, supervisor of the National Park Ser-
vice, presented Lowell Mayor Michael Biough a key to 
the association's new national headquarters at 229 E. 
Main St in Lowell. 

June 20,2001 

Citing his family's decision to go into missions work, 
councilmember Don Green announced al Monday night's city 
council meeting that he would not seek another term on the 
council. 

Green has served Lowell by being on its city council for 
the past 10 years. 

Green stated that his wife, Lynn, and he believe their 
calling is in missions work. He already has begun course work 
through Moody Bible Institute and is presently serving as a 
deacon in his church. During his tenure as a councilmember, 
the Green family has increased from three children to six. with 
three more expected through adoptions from Romania. 

General contractor or construction manager? That is the 
question before the Lowell City Council as it proceeds with 
the next step of the City Hall/police station project. 
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Rachel Walendzik, age 10 > 
Mr. Fillman ^ 
Cherry Creek 

Members of Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr and Huber, Inc., 
the design firm hired by the city to work on the project, 
approached the council on the option of having a construction 
manager versus a general contractor. 

A general contractor goes along with the traditional de-
sign and build, whereas the manager handles all of the 
construction work after the design phase is completed. A 
construction manager is a hired professional who works for 
the city and coordinates the whole project, similar lo a general 
contractor, said Doug Crowley, also from Fishbeck. 

Lowell resident, Tom Lawande is awarded the Michigan 
Department of Corrections Meritorious Service Award. 

Lawande was nominated by Inspector Henry Tyler for his 
hard work and performance above and beyond the call of duly 
in solving an open homicide case resulting in the conviction 
of those involved. 

Lawande, inspector, was honored al a ceremony held al 
Handlon Michigan Training Unit on May 23. 

"This award is a mulli-jurisdiclional award as Lansing 
Police, Michigan State Police. Ingham County Sheriff De-
partment and Michigan Department of Corrections all worked 
at solving this case," Lawande said. 

Volunteers shared the impact Lowell YMCA's Invest In 
Youth has had on the community. 

The story resulted through another successful chapter in 
the program's 20-plus-year tenure. 

The 2001 Invest In Youth campaign brings in pledges of 
just over $55,000, eclipsing last year's mark of S50.000. In 
comparison lo the other six area Y's. only the Downtown 
YMCA ($80,000) raised more money. 

This year, 35 volunteers shared their story with area 
businesses and individuals. 

The money raised goes toward scholarships for youth w ho 
cannot afford the cost to participate in a Y program. Invest In 
Youth subsidizes youth programs and keeps them affordable 
for all. 

In response to requests for sanitary sewer and water main 
service for the south side of M-21 west of Bowes Road. 
Lowell CharterTownship decides to petition property owners 
in the district. 

A water and sanitary sewer service district can only 
proceed lo the initial steps of a special assessment and bonding 
process provided the township receives petitions from a 
majority of property owners. 

If there is a majority interest. Lowell Township will 
proceed to first secure detailed estimates from the tow nship 
engineer (Gary Voogt. Moore and Bruggink) and then pro-
ceed to a public hearing of necessity. 

The petitions allow for properly owners to state whether 
they are in favor or opposed to one or both assessments. 

Review, cont'd pg. 26 

jf-rW jvy P-*? • '• 

I 
! 

: cW 

i 
I 
I 

• i 

104 W. Main * 

OOERN Lowell ' A 

( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 5 6 0 6 ^ 

H0T0CRAPHICS ^ 

\ 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

Niki, age 10 
Mr. Jacobus 
Cherrv Creek 

I 
* 

* 

I 

223 W. Main • Lowell • 897-5000 

% 

I 
I • 
I 
i % 
I % 
I 
i 
i 
f 
i 



The Lowell Ledger-Wednesday, December 19, 2001 -Page 26 

Year-In-Review, continued... From Page 25 
June 27,2001 

These ducks certainly 
don* I dirty up the sidewalk, 
however, they are causing a 
stir with the city council. 

Li/ Baker. Chamber di-
rector. approaches the coun-
cil about placing three-foot 
ducks along Main Street as 
part of a p romot iona l / 
fundraising campaign for the 
Riverwalk Fest which takes 
place on the Saturday before 
Labor Day. this year being 
Sept. I. 

Four weeks ago. Baker 
asked if the ducks could be 

.••Va * ' .1 A '.•.•••«*> •* v•V-.l 

temporarily placed on the 
downtown area's lampposts. 
Her request received iv-cool 

'reception, with the council 
suggesting the trees instead. 

The council suggested us-
ing the flag poles which al-
ready have a spot for place-
ment. Baker said heronly con-
cern is that it not create a 
public safety issue: it would 
need to be checked out fur-
ther with Lowell police chief. 
Jim Valentine. 

There were no surprises 
in Lowell city manager . 

David Pasquale's State of the 
City address. 

The council accepted the 
address which covered 
growth issues that the city 
needed to address along with 
future development and im-
provements for the city. This 
was Pasquale's third State of 
the City address. 

Pasquale noted in his ad-
dress that while the city has 
remained about the same, 
growing by less than one per-
cent in the years to 4.013 ac-
cording to the 2000 Census, 
the surrounding communities 

* 
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Kim DeBold, age 11 
Mrs. Young 
Cherrv Creek Elem 

^BBmALTO. MICHIGAN • 868-6026 
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of Vergennes and Lowell 
townships have seen tremen-
dous growth - especially 
Lowell Township which grew 
by 44.9 percent lo 3.911 resi-
dents - which has an impact 
on the city. 

When Michigan legisla-
tors mandated that all school 
districts provide free summer 
school programs for third 
graders who need help in read-
ing. the collective response 
from school districts was. 
"There they go again." in ref-
erence to the ongoing court 
battle between the state and 
school districts over funding 
for mandated special educa-
tion programs. 

"Ifit 's mandated, the state 
is supposed to fund it." said 
Lowell superintendent. Bert 
Bleke. 

Hearing these all too fa-
miliar cries, legislators re-
scind the mandate in the lat-
ter part of April. 

Having already commu-
nicated its intention to offer a 
third grade program for stu-
dents deficient in reading 
skills. Lowell School District 
decides to go ahead with plans 
to offer the free program. 

School has been out for 
nearly a month, but the activ-
ity in and out of high school 
continues at a feverish pace 
for Lowell sports teams. 

Eight youth team sum-
mer camps filled the gyms 

and playing venuesduring the 
month of June. 

Summer sport camp par-
ticipation levels continue to 
rise. Lowell athletic director, 
Barry Hobrla attributes the 
increasing numbers to better 
promotion of the camps, and 
coaches going down into the 
lower levels to push partici-
pation. 

Lowell's planning com-
mission doesn't even blink in 
taking unanimous action to 
halt the scrolling food mar-
quee being d i sp layed at 
McDonald's. 

Doug Hopkins, city 
building inspector, noted 
McDonald's reason for the 
sign was so that it did not 
have to manually change it. 

Section 20.04 in the city 
zoning book, under general 
signs provisions, states that 
no sign shall employ any 
flashing, moving, oscillating, 
blinking, or variable inten-
sity light, provided variable 
time/temperature signs may 
be permitted. 

The planning commis-
sion stipulates that the mes-
sage on the marquee could 
not change more often than 

every two minutes. 

The planning commis-
sion recommends that a sign 
variance be permitted at the 
Senior NeighborCenler(514 
S. Hudson). 

The center wishes to in-
stall a 4 by 8 foot ground sign 
in its front yard. Since the 
center is located in the R-3 
residential district, a ground 
sign may be no greater than 
20 square feet, thus a vari-
ance was requested. 

In an effort to make the 
water agreement between the 
city of Lowell and Lowell 
Charter Township a little 
clearer, the city approved a 
second amendment to the 
agreement. 

The second amendment, 
which was to give approval 
contingent with Lowell Char-
ter Township Board's con-
sent, is designed to clarify 
the implementation of the 
rates set by the city. It does 
not change how the city cal-
culates what it charges to the 
township, nor does it violate 
the original integrity of that 
methodology. 
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July 4,2001 

When Ray and Beth Wolfe heard and read about the lost 
children of Sudan, they were reminded of the desperate 
situation they witnessed in Laos during the Vietnam War. 

The story of lost hope and the desperate situation in 
which the young boys and girls of Sudan were being forced 
to live in made it dea r to the Wolfes that they needed to - no. 

tfip & 

they wanted to - do something to help. 

So when Bethany Christian Services in Grand Rapids first 
asked that the Wolfes open their home to two boys and later 
upped the plea to a family unit, Wolfes concurred. 

"It was Beth's idea initially and then I too agreed," Ray 
Wolfe explained. The Wolfes have two children of their own: 
Katrina, a sophomore at Western Michigan University, and 
Tony, a junior at Lowell High School. 

In mid-December, the Wolfes welcomed three new chil-
dren-Akur, 12; Adeng (Martha), 16; and Malual (Gabriel) 18. 

Their parents were killed in the violence over in Sudan 
and they survived eight years in a refugee camp - which had 
one small house, no light, no chairs, one meal a day and a water 
tap shared by thousands. 

Despite the relief in being out of this war-torn country, 
they are forever scarred with the images they brought with 
them ... shaking the images is impossible. Akur was in her 
mother's arms when a soldier shot her mom. Adeng grabbed 
her younger sister and fled. 

"Coming lo America is like heaven," Gabriel explains. 
"It's a good place, a good life, education, and we're free. In 
refugee camp we ate one meal a day, now I eat all the time 
(pi/.za). Gabriel would like to return some day when the war 
is over. 

For a dozen or so Lowell High School boys in the late 460s, 
early '70s, playing rock'n roll was a creative outlet from the 
norm. 

44We all played sports (basketball and football) and then 
we'd walk into the dances with wet hair and ready to play our 
music," said Rick Seese, one of the original members of the 
Plague. 

Playing in a high school rock'n roll band look up a lot of 
time. Members of the Plague would go down to what is now 
Showboat Automotive and practice a couple of limes a week. 
"Music was a nice outlet for us, other than sports, and il was 
fun," said Dave Jones, another member of the Plague which 
eventually changed its name lo Scragg Zoster. "It was also out 
of the norm and a creative thing lo be doing." 

The Lowell Showboat Summer Concert Series (Thursday, 
July 5) is the veniie for a reunion of the bands and its members 
and a rejuvenation of their music and of a lime period that 
evoked passion and lasting memories. 

"I 'm excited about the enthusiasm and passion that they 
have exhibited to make this night happen," said Lowell Area 
Arts Council executive director, Loraine Smalligan. 

Carol Blundy wins the 
grand prize , a 2001 
Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 
Extended Cab, in the St. 
Patr ick's Church 2001 
raffle. 

Other winners were 
Dave Nelson, $2,500; Bud 
Herrington, $1,000; and 
Michael Kelly $500. 

Pictured with Blundy 
are Steve Thomet, left, her 
husband Dan and her bov 
Nic. 

w 

Morris Blazo liked the railroad so much that he worked 
at it for 34 years and purchased a caboose for his backyard. 

Over that period of time, he gathered together quite 
a collection of memorabilia and artifacts which tell the 
story of the railroad, more specifically the Lowell Depot 
which served the Pere Marquette railroad. 

The Morse code senders, stamps, lanterns, signs, old 
paper work, and other artifacts will all be a part of Lowell 
Area Historical Museum, thanks to a donation from Blazo's 
widow, Clara Blazo. 

"Morris died in 1999, but he would have approved of 
donating the artifacts to the museum," Blazo said. "It's a 
way to preserve the history of the railroad and to share it 
with people for their enjoyment." 

No sooner was the S800.000 South Hudson Street recon-
struction project completed, when the S800.000 Downtown 
Development Authority project commenced. 

South Hudson Street is opened to thru traffic for the first 
time in three months. What passers-through discovered was 
a street that had been widened to three lanes and new side-
walks. What they couldn't see was the water main which was 
put in south of M-21 to Grand Street. 

The re-rating evaluation study of the Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant indicates capacity could be increased. 

Earth Tech. who carried out the evaluation study, how-
ever. recommends to the Lowell City Council against such 
an action since more stringent discharge standards could 
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July 11, 2001 

Harold Zeigler Ford in Lowell was recently bestowed 
with Ford Motor Company's highest dealership honor - the 
2000 President's Award. 

The award is more significant than most because the 
customers are the judges. Through a comprehensive survey, 
customers rate dealers on the basis of their sales, service and 
overall ownership experience. 

Harold Zeigler Ford in Lowell was one of 340 dealerships 
from more than 5.000 which were awarded with this distinc-
tion. 

Cindy Geiger has spent her professional life as a social 
worker reaching kids and families through learned communi-
cation and negotiating skills. 

For the last two-and-a-half years. Geiger has worked as a 
school social worker and counselor for the Lowell Middle 

School. 
In the fall. Geiger's professional career will take a turn 

\\ hen the Saranac resident begins her new role as the assistant 

principal. 
Geiger will implement and use a different process in her 

approach to the job than that of her predecessors. 
The standard punishment approach will be replaced by a 

process which involves students in problem-solving and with 
techniques which will allow them to make responsible choices. 

It's a process Geiger is comfortable with. "The communi-
cating and negotiating skills involved in implementing the 
corrective model are the same ones 1 used as a social worker." 

she explains. 

A Rocking Reunion hosted by the Lowell Showboat 
Summer Concert Series reconnected classmates to a special 
time through the music of the late '60s. early 'TOs as 
performed b\ talented local musicians. 

The 1.000 or so fellow classmates and local residents who 
came to listen were not disappointed by the play and sounds of 
The Shags. Headhunters. Trialism. Lomas Brothers. Scragg 

Zoster/The Ploeue and Alive and Well. 

They w ere stop-
ping from 
G r e e n v i l l e , 
Sheridan, Belding, 
Kentwood and even 
as far away as Alma 
to view the patri-
otic yard display set 
up by Lowe l l ' s 
Lynn Seese. 

The resident, 
on Lincoln Lake 
Ave., has been put-
ting up flags in her 
yard for roughly 12 
vears in celebra-
* 

tion of the Fourth 
of July. 

This year, Seese 
went beyond the 
norm as she deco-
rated her property 
with 2001 U.S. 
Flags. She did so in 
celebration of the 
millennium 

Cader Olive, or as the 
flow ers and bushes along the 
North Country Trails know 
hini,"Nhat Noen," will con-
clude a journey, which be-
gan in April, some time be-
fore winter sets in... roughly 
70 miles beyond Rochester, 
New York. 

•Tve spent most of my 
whole life trying to figure 
out w hat life is about - not 
taking time to appreciate 
places and people and to see 
things in their full detail/* 

Olive, who has carried a lifelong love affair for 
canoeing and exploring, sold his investments and now 
lives off the interest as he discovers the world of the north 
woods and all of its inhabitants. 

The Eau Claire, Wis., resident, who ran his own 
carpentry business for 20 years, started his north woods 
adventure in Drummond, Wis. "The non-human part of 
th«» u orlH U n companion to me. Every bush and flower has 

its own story. 

July 18,2001 

Rockford Freshman Center assistant principal Linda 
Warren is hired by Lowell to fill the Lowell Middle School 
principal position. She replaces Mark Weber who retired 
following the 2000-01 school year. 

Whatever distrust there was between educators and the 
state was strengthened last week when area educators learned 
that Gov. John Engler cut funding for education after legisla-
ture went on vacation without passing budget. 

Garland Berry comes before the Lowell City Council 
hoping to get some answers about a long-term concern of 
residents on Foreman Road - truck traffic. This lime around, 
where a petition didn't. Berry actually may have made a little 
progress. The result was the council agreed to look al the cost 
of an engineering study to determine the best way to direct the 
truck traffic in that area. 

Mold chases Bowne Township officials out of their office 
at 6059 Lindfieid and the threat of its return may keep them 
from coming back. With no guarantee that mold won't return 
even if the current structure is razed and a new one is built, 
township officials look to set up an appointment to have the 
former Alto United Bank building tested for mold. 

Anyone planning to move a building in or through the city 
of Lowell will have a few more steps to lake before gelling 
permission. In response to a move that took place on June 19 
where several businesses went without power for more than 
three hours, the council decides to put in place an ordinance 
which will require potential moves to get a permit and regulate 
several items including when affected businesses and resi-
dents should be notified. 

July 25,2001 

Representatives from the School of Missionary Aviation 
Technology sought permission, and unanimously got it, to 
place another building on airport property owned by thecity, 
to help deal with increasing enrollment. 

The proposed building will need to meet Vergennes 
Township building codes before being constructed. 

Margarite Hoats has 
lived the belief that teach-
ing was her calling. 

The Lowell teacher did 
so with a professionalism 
that garners admiration and 
respect from her peers. 

Hoats finished her 35th 
and final year, all in Lowell, 
in June. "1 wanted to retire 
while 1 still loved what I was 
doing,M Hoats explained. 
"I'm sure I am going to miss 
it a great deal." 

Hoats taught at grade 
levels one, three, four and 
five. She liked fourth grade 
the most which explains why 
she taught at that level for 
27 years. 

The elementary teacher prepared for her education 
tenure at Olivet College. She interviewed with Steve Nisbet 
on campus in 1966. She started teaching in what is now 
Unity High School. From there, she moved to Runciman, 
Bushnell, and her last stop was Cherry Creek. 

She served the last two years as a media teacher in the 
libraries of Bushnell and Cherry Creek elementary schools. 

At the end of this summer. Lowell can expect to be 

invaded by three-foot-tall yellow creatures. 
The ducks are part of the Riverfest event that takes place 

during Labor Day weekend. After several months of discus-
sions, the Lowell Chamber of Commerce finally received 
permission from the Lowell City Council lo place its three-
foot ducks along Main Street in Lowell. The plan is for the 
ducks to run from one end of the city lo the other. 

The labor provided by Kent County Youth Fair board 
members and volunteers insures the purchase of thousands of 
dollars worth of fencing material. 

In the plans to reconstruct South Hudson, Kent County 
removed the old fence in front of the fairgrounds wi^h no 

intent to replace it. . V . ' . . . ^ j 
Offering to provide the $4,000 worth of labor it would , 

lake to install the new fence, the board requested and received 

''j ; i '• ".a •'t • • • t' , • , 1 •> ' 

Spencer Yang, manager opens Lowell's newest restau-
rant, Star East Buffet, ^ 5 5 W.^Maiji ^l.t{ nex,t to Family' 
Fare). " " " " 

v i i ; . i i V i J . * n i : ; * 1 0 0 7 

' " i 
A new concealed pistol statute which went into law on 

July 1 switched the burden of proof (rom the applicant to the 
state gun board. 

» With the old statute, ihe burden was on the applicant to 
justify why a concealed pistol was needed. 

The new statute makes Michigan a "shall issue state/ ' 
Translation, unless the gun board can show that the applicant 
has a criminal history or mental health problems, a permit 
must be issued. 

The Oak Hill Estate (2615 Alden Nash) developer, Steve 
Hanson's strongest argument to have roughly 60 acres 
rezoned from R-l to residential planned unit development 
comes from his neighbors. 

Charles R. Myers, vice president and Lowell Area Market 
manager for Huntington National Bank, is named to the 
Advisory Committee for the Lowell Area Community Fund. 
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August 1,2001 

After several months of discussion, the Lowell Planning 
Commission decides it would rather go on a case by case basis 
when determining if a proposed home's floor area should be 
reduced. 

The planning commission had been considering a pro-
posal by planning commission member, Clark Jahnke that 
suggested decreasing the minimum usable square footage in 
the R1 district from 1,500 to 1,000 with 700 of that being 
required on the ground floor. In the R2 and R3 zones, Jahnke 
recommended that the minimum requirement be reduced 
trom 1,000 to 850 with 700 of that being on the ground floor 
in R2 and 500 of it being on the ground floor in R3. 

"I don't want him going there presenting this like il 
happens all the time, when il doesn' t" B.J. Thompson said. 

Planning commission chair, James Hall said he would be 
at the meeting and felt Jahnke and he could present a fair 
picture of what was taking place. 

Kerry Nugent is a prime example as to why the 
success of the Kent County Y outh Fair continues into its 
67th year. 

Gleaning participatory, social and community 
service benefits from a 14-year association with the 
Kent County Youth Fair, Nugent serves the organiza-
tion through her role as fair board assistant during the 
summer. 

The second-year Forest Hills Northern High School 
science teacher helps run and organize non-fair-related 
events, (e.g., tractor and horse pulls and horse, rabbit 
and trailer shows) as well as helps to organize fair 
commercial exhibits, the truck raffle, fairground setup, 
orders tents, and other odds and ends. 

For most, Nugent is that friendly voice and/or face 
that helps make the experience a pleasant one. 

In between her roles as fair participant and fair 
board assistant, Nugent served as a program assistant 
which involved her in Grand Rapids Community Cen-
ter character education programs and urban garden-
ing. 

Lowell Area Arts 
Council's Art Explo-
sion is visual artworks 
by children and adults, 
as well as art sam-
plers and an interac-
tive painting wall. 

' T h e interactive 
painting wall is an ev-
eryday picture which 
v is i tors will see 
changes in the evolu-
tion of the art," said 
Loraine Smalligan, 
Lowell Area Arts 
Council 's executive 
director. 

Visitors lo the art gallery explore the world of abstract 
expressionism through art-in-motion, a continuously evolv-
ing and changing 9 by 12 fool canvas painting al the Lowell 
Area Arts Council. 

The success of some fair livestock auctions are judged 
based on what price the grand champion brings in. 

That is not true when speaking of Kent County Youth 
Fair's livestock auction. 

In each of the last two years, the livestock auction has 
averaged $300,000. The board gets a four percent commission 
to cover auction expenses. The rest is all for the kids. 

After three years of consideration, the Lowell Planning 
Commission has decided to drop the issue of a Farmers' 
Market. 

A variety of reasons caused the commission to end discus-
sions on the proposed market including visibility and interest. 

"It was a good idea at the time, but the more I have thought 
about it, it would be a hard thing to get off the ground," said 
commission member, B.J. Thompson. 

Commission member Dan Pipe, who had been looking 
into the idea with former planning commission member, 
Gordie Barry, said he believed the biggest obstacle would be 
finding a spot that was visible enough for the market to be 
successful. 

August 8,2001 

It was apparent to the Lowell Youth Football organizers 
that they needed something for kids under the age of eight. 
"They were coming to sign-up and we didn't have anything 
for them to do," Meppelink explained. 

So Mile Meppelink, his wife Lois and Rick Zimmerman, 
director of 78er football, put a plan into action two years ago. 
creating a flag football league for young kids ages five to 
seven. 

Before starting flag football. Meppelink needed the bless-
ing of the Northern Rocket Football League director. 

The success Lowell has enjoyed inspires the Northern 
Rocket Football League to require that all programs offer flag 
football in 2001. 

With the exception of Lowell, the number of rocket 
football participants has been dwindling. R a g football is 
viewed as a good feeder program which can help reverse that 
declining trend. 

Renovation work at 413 E. Main (formerly Rile Aid) gels 
under way . 

The work, which is being done by Innovative Construc-
tion Services, is expected to be completed by Oct. 1. 

Dollar General will lease a 6,800 square foot portion of 
the retail building. 

The old, two-story hotel portion is being purchased by 
Greg Canfield. 

Six Lowell girls, from the Linda Moon School of Dance, 
earn gold ribbons al the Dance USA Performing Arts Cham-
pionship in Virginia Beach, VA. 

Kaila Kurzhals, Julie Halbeisen, Rochelle Bieri, Lynda 
Horsley, Jenna Gilian and Malley Cahoon qualified for the 
national finals al the regional in Detroit. 

George Lessens wasn't even a year removed from Penn 
Stale University when he joined two young meteorologists at 
WZZM-TV-13. 

"1 was hired by Jack Hogan in 1980 and 1 worked under 
Craig James and Bill Steffen." Lessens recalls. 

James left WZZM for WOTV (Channel 8) in 1985. 
leaving Steffen and Lessens. The two would work over the 
next 20 years to make WZZM's weather presentation one of 
the best in West Michigan. 

After nearly 21 years, to the surprise of even Lessens. 
Steffen announced he would be making the switch from 
WZZM lo WOTV, rejoining Craig James. 

His departure made way for Lessens' appointment as 
WZZM's head meteorologist. 

A carved wood model of Noah's Ark. created by the 
Woodland Carvers Club of West Michigan, is on display at the 
Lowell Area Arts Council. 

For over a year the Woodland Carvers Club members 
carved the four-foot-long ark with animal pairs including 
horses, alligators, giraffes, skunks, crows, fox. ostriches, 
bears, squirrels, deer, elephants and other animals. 

The carvers add humorous touches to the project, such as 
a crow wearing glasses and the skunks riding in a dingy pulled 
behind the ark. 

Those who took in one or all 10 weeks of the Lowell 
Showboat Summer Concert Series displayed an unquench-
able thirst for music and felt a connection to tradition past. 

The cost of the first-year series was roughly SI7.000. all 
of which was covered through grants and donations. 

The cooperative organizational effort of the Lowell Cham-
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her of Commerce and Lowell Area Arts Council drew on an 
average of 400-500 people a week, according to Chamber 
director. Li/ Baker. 

In July, the Lowell City Council reviewed a draft ordi-
nance. 

Lowell city manager. Dave Pasquale shared with the 
council additional changes which would be reflected in the 
proposed ordinance regulating the moving of buildings and 
structures within the cit\ . 

The ordinance as proposed requires a moving permit, 
outlining necessary elements of the application. 

The proposed ordinance is reviewed by the council, the 
Lowell Planning Commission and Tom Richards, general 
manager of Lowell Licht and Power. 

on 

' ' A a I W • 

4" ... 

• .. . "W 

Nancy Underwood, takes time to read and relax in the 
warm summert ime temperatures while her daughters , 
Rebecca and Stacey participate in the soccer camp at 
Lowell High School. 

A proposed amendment to a city zoning ordinance would 
call for "continuously maintained" landscaping. 

Lowell city manager. Dave Pasquale noted that the Low-
ell PlanningCommission is concerned over landscaping which 
is allowed to wither away and never be replaced. 

With the addition of the term "continuously maintained." 
shrubs and other plantings would have to be replanted. 

The proposed amended ordinance reads that the planning 
commission requires approved landscaping, buffers, and/or 
greenbelts be continuously maintained to ensure that pro-
posed uses be adequately buffered from one another and from 
surrounding public and private property. 

Planning commission member. Clark Jahnke seeks the 
opinion of the city council on his proposal to change the 
zoning on James Street. 

He proposes decreasing the minimum usable square foot-
age in the R-l district from 1.500 to 1.000 with 700 on the 
ground floor. In the R-2 and R-3 zones Jahnke was recom-
mending the minimum requirement be reduced from 1.000 to 
850 with 700 of that being sround floor in R-2 and 500 in R-
3. 

Jahnke's plan would assist in minimizing variances rec-
ognizing the need for smaller homes. 

The planning commission voted 4-2 not to change the 
zoning. Instead, the majority felt the issue could be dealt with 
by such devices as variances. 

The council was clear in that it would not consider change 
without a consensus from the planning commission. 

August 15, 2001 

The eauntlet is thrown down and with a little more than 

two weeks to go. it appears that Riverwalk Festival Duck Race 
coordinators will meet the challenge. 

Coordinators were challenged with selling $ 10.000 worth 
of duck tickets by parade time on Saturday. Sept. 1 - reward 
being, if accomplished. Lowell High School football coach. 
Noel Dean would attire himself in the Chamber of Commerce 
duck suit for the Riverwalk Festival parade. 

It will take the adoption of an ordinance if the city is to 
enter into a negotiated construction management agreement 
with Fishbeck. Thompson, Carr & Huber (FTC&H) for the 
City Hall/police department facilities. 

The request made by FTC&H would have the architec-
tural firm serve as construction manager, and subcontract with 
various subcontractors for services required to complete the 
project. 

The city's charter, however, contains language which 
prohibits the city from entering into such an agreement. 

On an average summer/spring day. Lowell Light and 
Power operates at between 7-9 mega watts of electricity. 

Record-breaking heat indexes are not your average sum-
mer days. LL&P runs at all-time peak loads - 1 5 mega watts. 

In a last-minute decision, Jeanie Dunn decides to run for 
Kent County Youth Fair Queen. The same success she's 
enjoyed showing horses followed her through the queen 
competition. Dunn is crowned on Aug. 5 following the Kent 
County Youth Fair's opening ceremonies. 

Paul Sikkenga had a dream that his fourchildren. born July 
6, were walking around in dirty diapers. 

For some, that may seem more like a nightmare, but for 
Paul and his wife, Teri, it will be a welcomed sight. 

The Lowell couple became parents of quadruplets (14 
weeks premature) last July, exactly one year after they lost 
twins who were born at 17 weeks. 

The premature quadruplets, now all well over two pounds, 
are expected to remain in the neo natal unit at Spectrum Health 
until at least Oct. 10, their original due date. 

Randy and Becky Wieland's request for a variance which 
would allow them a four foot high fence along their front yard 
lot line was denied by the Lowell City Council. 

Since their home is located at the northwest corncr of 
North Washington and Sherman, two front yards exist. Any 
fence abutting Sherman is restricted to three feet in height. 

August 22,2001 

Lowell Middle School will join the half dozen or so area 
schools which have sacked the punitive approach to dealing 
with disruptions to the classroom teaching and learning pro-
cess. 

The LMS detention/in-house room has been eliminated 
and replaced with a Student Responsibility Center (SRC). 

The new approach will build better communication, more 
trust and mutual respect, thus creating less problems. 

It will also keep kids in the classroom. With in-house 
detention, kids were missing three-four hours of class for 
disruptive behavior. 

The new approach retains students in SRC only for the 
class period in which they were disruptive. They attend all 
other classes. 

Lowell Charter Township auditor's report indicates the 
township is in better shape than most. 

The current balance in its general fund covers 100 percent 
of the 2001 -02 proposed expenditures. The carry-over total is 

$90,000. 
Most other townships' general fund balance is only 45-75 

percent of proposed expenditures. 
The auditor indicates the township would need to decide 

what's a reasonable balance for it. 

The senior dairy showmanship contest was the final 
event for two brothers whose Kent County Youth Fair 
combined tenure covers nearly 22 years. 

Aaron and Ben Kaeb did not compete; instead they 
relished in the opportunity to maneuver their dairy cows 
around the Reath Barn floor one final time. 

On this day, for the second year, the Michigan State 
students were beaten out by Byron Center's Bobbi Myer. 
Aaron Kaeb finished second and Ben Kaeb placed third. 

In a last-minute decision, Jeanie Dunn decides to run 
for Kent County Youth Fair Q u e c n . J h e same.success 
she's enjoyed showing horses followed her through the 
queen competition. Dunn is crowned on Aug. 5 following 
the Kent County Youth Fair's opening ceremonies. 

v 

So how exactly do you enforce the zoning ordinance? 
The city of Lowell believes it may have the answer: a 

dedicated enforcement officer. 
For a 90-day trial basis, the Lowell,"City Council decides 

to hire the services of Imperial Municipal Services (IMS) to 
serve as an enforcement officer on zoning ordinance issues. 
IMS currently provides the city with some of those services 
along with building inspector services, which Doug Hopkins 
handles. 

The issue came about with a change to another ordinance 
that would require businesses to continuously maintain land-
scaping. Mayor Mike Biough questioned how the city would 
enforce such a regulation. 

City manager, David Pasquale discussed the matter with 
IMS and city staff, and the solution was to institute an 
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enforcement officer for up to 
16 hours per week at ap-
proximately $800 per week. 

Biough said he felt the 
city needed to give the per-
son in the position some di-
rection as to what they should 
be doing. Pasquale said there 
would be an orientation meet-
ing, but at this time staff was 
looking at primarily zoning 
issues such as making sure 
all requirements on site plans 
are met with sign??? 

Residents along Foreman 
Road will finally get what 
they are seeking: a traffic 
study to determine if there is 
a better route for the trucks. 

Resident Garland Berry, 
of 407 Foreman Road, ap-
proached the council about a 
month ago wanting to know 
if the city would address the 
residents' concerns about 
traffic on Forman Road. 
Berry, who lives on the north-
west comer of Foreman and 
N. Hudson streets, said he 
had witnessed several events 
of truck drivers creating a 
very unsafe traffic situation. 

After some discussion, 
the council votes 4-1 to move 
ahead with a $1,900 traffic 
study that would include 
counts on the road and rec-
ommenda t ions f rom Ed 
Swanson of Wade Trim on 
what possible routes would 
be available for such traffic 
or if that were even the best 
route. 

The option was the less 
expensive of two. The other 
option would have encom-
passed r eetings with resi-
dents and companies lo seek 
solutions, costing $4,500. 

With little fanfare, the 
Lowell City Council put in 
place a new ordinance allow-
ing the city to hire a construc-
tion manager. 

Following discussions 
with Fishbeck, Thompson, 
Carr, and Huber, Inc., it was 
discovered through city at-
torney, Richard Wendt that 
the Lowell City charter for-
bids the hiring of a position 
such as a construction man-
ager. 

Because of the complex-
ity of the City Hall project, 
staff and council decided a 
cons t ruc t ion manager is 
needed. With that in mind, 
the council approves an ordi-
nance to allow the city to hire 
a construction manager. 

The Lowell City Council 
is able to purchase the final 
piece of property it needed 
for the City Hall/police sta-
tion project. 

In a unanimous vote, the 
council approves the purchase 
of 310 Avery for $130,000 
along with paying the sum-
mer property taxes in the 
amount of $646. The prop-
erty was the last piece of seven 
the city needed to acquire to 

move forward with the pro-
posed City Hall renovation 
and addition to the police sta-
tion. 

which was the result of sev-
eral issues and concerns from 
two recent moves over the 
past two summers, according 

... 

Mike Mankel, Rochelle Ludge and Sonny Elassor went 
out to ride in the world's largest outdoor rodeo - the Cheyenne 
Frontier Days Rodeo. They came within a cattle's hair of 
winning the team penning competition. 

Competing against 370 teams in the two-day event, the 
area trio placed second in the Pro-Am novice team penning 
event. 

Mankel, Ludge (former Lowell resident who now resides 
in Mt. Pleasant) and Elassor were fifth after a first-round time 
of 22 seconds. They advanced to second with a second-round 
time of 29 seconds. The third-round time, the worst of the 
three rounds, was 37 seconds; however, the overall average of 
the three rounds left them second. 

August 29,2001 

Anyone wanting to move 
a building may want to do it 
before September. 

That was the recommen-
dation of Mayor Mike Biough 
after the council unanimously 
approved a new ordinance 
specifically designed to regu-
late such operations. 

The new ord inance . 

Andrea Coffey, age 10 ^ 
Mr. Noskey 
Cherry Creek Elem. 

A N T I Q U E MALL 
"Largest Antique Mall 

In Michigan" 
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to the mayor, requires those 
interested in moving a build-
ing to obtain a permit from 
the city 21 days before the 
planned move. This proce-
dure will then assure the city 
that requirements such as li-
ability insurance are met, util-
ity users are notified 15 days 
in advance, and other impor-
tant coordination measures 
are met. 

The ordinance was pro-
posed the beginning of July 
with city manager, David 
Pasquale collecting sugges-
tions for changes from the 
council, planning commis-
sion, and Lowell Light and 
Power. Those changes in-
cluded the 21-day notice 
along with a 15-day notice 
for utility users as well as a 
$2,000 cash deposit to the city 
for damages. 

Phase II of three, which 
will extend the Grand River 
Drive bike path fromButtrick 
to Division, is now a couple 
of weeks old, following a 
two-year wait for funds. 

The $1.3 million project 
is scheduled to be completed 
toward the end of October. 
The bike path will be a four-
foot paved shoulder. There is 
a sufficient amount of right of 
way, thus none had to be pur-
chased. 

'The enthusiasm and sup-
port that the Lowell commu-
nity shows for the annual 
CROP Hunger Walk is over-
whelming," said Lowell Area 
CROP Walk coordinator, Lee 
Watterworth. 

Again this year , the 
money raised will benefit the 
work of the Lowell Senior 
Neighbors and the Flat River 
Outreach Ministries. 

The Lowell Senior Neigh-
bors will receive a check for 
$1,200 while the Flat River 
Outreach Ministries will re-
ceive $5,100. 

The balance of $25,500 
raised in pledges by over 200 
walkers will be used in disas-
ter areas such as Texas, Loui-
siana and Pennsylvania. 

In ternat ional ly , this 
money will be used to help 

j Fcill/isbof') St-hooUuMi •.») | 
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Priscilla Lussmyer, the little old lady in a blue ford 
pickup truck announces the will leave Lowell and move 
to Whidbey Island in Washington to be with her son. 
Lussmyer is remembered for her tirleless dedication to 
the preservation of the Fallasburg Village. 

displaced families in the 
Balkans, Angola and Kenya. 

Just when Mayor Mike 
Biough had filled every board 
and commission seat, another 
one became available. 

Trudy Cahoon an-
nounces her resignation from 
the planning commission. In 
a letter to the commission. 
Cahoon cited family and busi-
ness reasons for her depar-
ture. 

Finding a place to park in 
the city of Lowell hasn't been 
that easy of a task since the 
Downtown Development 
Authority began work on 
overhauling four of the city' s 
parking lots. 

Started earlier this year, 
the project, according to city 
officials, is moving along in 

hopes that the King Milling 
lot "on a temporary basis" 
will be open soon. The report 
on the parking lots was made 
during the Monday night 
planning commission meet-
ing. 

P lanning commiss ion 
member, John VanderWilp 
says he has heard a lot of 
"screaming" when the house 
was being moved down Main 
Street past Keiser's; however, 
he has heard just as much 
from businesses with two 
parking lots being closed at 
the same time. 

"I believe there was a 
thought that the King Milling 
lot would have been done and 
finished before the other lot 
was started," said planning 
commission member. Dan 
Pipe. 
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September 5 ,2001 

Beckie Cutler and Mary Burton begin their new ten-
ure as dual assistant principals at Cherry Creek Elemen-
tary 

Cutler's new role will focus on devoting a major effort 
toward the development of a positive behavioral environ-
ment with an emphasis on the constant improvement of 
teaching and learning for students grades K-5. She will 
also be asked to implement Character Counts into Cherry 
Creek and integrate it with Bushnell Elementary. 

Burton will devote her major effort to the development 
of creative educational opportunities with emphasis on the 
constant improvement of teaching and learning for stu-

dents grades K-5 

September 12,2001 

A large rock sits in the 
frame of a ground-mounted. 
illuminated Lowell Family 
Medical Center sign at 2550 
W. Main. 

Il was one of three local 
businesses victimized by van-
dals over Labor Day week-

end. 
"The damage was in-

flicted late Friday (Aug. 31) 
night, early Saturday (Sept. 1) 
morning." according to Low-

ell police chief. James Valentine. 
Other businesses to incur damage were Hooper Printing 

(sign, door and window) and Fuller Septic (sign). The Family 
Medical Center estimates thai the damage incurred was roughly 
$2,500. The dollar tags to repair Fuller Septic's illuminated 
sign is $2,500 and Hooper's sign, window and door is $400. 

i 

Following their second morning run of the new school 
year, roughly 35 bus drivers; school transportation direc-
tor, Larry Mikulski; Lowell superintendent, Bert Bleke; 
and school board president, Pete Gustafson gathered at 
Reiser's for the ninth annual appreciation breakfast hosted 
by Lowell's Dave Thompson. 

Thompson presented awards to Howard Burton for 
driving a bus the most miles during the 2000-01 school 

year. 
Not present at the breakfast, but also receiving awards 

were Janet Bieri for the most years of service (33) as a 
Lowell bus driver and Lowell bus mechanics Leo Bowen 
and Duane Hamilton for the numerous commendations 
they have received from the State Police. 

Same programs: new director. 
Dan Stevens is the Lowell YMCA's new program direc-

tor. The Hope College graduate started his new duties on Aug. 

10. 

" I 'm a big fan of sports and recreational activities," 
Stevens explained. 

Stevens will run the basic Y youth sports programs: 
soccer, basketball, baseball and softball. and will seek out 
program sponsors. 

With a new gym and new land-
scaping in front of Alto Elementary, 
distracted visitors may miss some-
thing hidden in plain sight. 

It's the 12-foot totem pole which 
was designed and imagery painted by 
last year's outgoing fifth graders. 

"It's still a work in progress," said 
Alto art teacher, Anna Marie Beduhn. 
"There are still some star pieces to put 
on the top and this year's kids are 
making things to put on it," she ex-
plained. 

Helping last year's fifth-graders 
with the construction of the totem pole 
was artist, Reb Roberts. 

It cost $1,000 to design, construct 

and erect. 
S t u d e n t s raised $700 of that 

through the Alto Folk Art furniture 

auction. 
The wooden beam for the totem 

pole was donated by Wolverine Shoe 

Factory. 

Two years after the ravages of war devastated the 
people of Kosovo, the number of adult and youth services 
around the world looking for an opportunity to give from 
their^hearts, extend their hands and share hope that the 
living word of God is growing. 

Lowell youth David and twin sister, Andrea Kropf, 
from the Lowell Christian Life Center, joined a 24-person 
team from Michigan on a 10-day trip to Kosovo to present 
the gospel, skits and videos. 

It was the first time in 400 years that the country had 
invited any one group to come in and introduce God and 
to bring hope to its people. 

Matthew Hafey recorded some 
of his writings, poetry and comedy 
sketches onto a CD for a couple of 
his friends. 

In listening back to it. he ques-
tioned why anyone would like his 
voice. 

The answer was in his writing. 
Hafey, who was killed in a single 
car accident on Tuesday, Sept. 5 
was remembered by friends and 
teachers for his ability to entertain 
and make people laugh, and for his strong sense of self. 

Ionia County Sheriff's Department reported that Hafey, 
on his way to a friend's house, was driving northbound on 
White's Bridge Road, when he lost control of the vehicle on 
the gravel road and hit a tree. The accident occurred at 
approximately 4:25 p.m. on Whites Bridge Road near 

Centerline. 

Much like the economy, the Lowell School District is 
realizing a decline in student growth. 

The result may change the landscape of the recently 

approved school bond. Superintendent of Schools Bert Bleke 
said what and when it's built will be re-looked at. 

"What we don't want is toJiuild too many seats - which 
would have a negative i m p a c f t n the general fund," Bleke 
explained. 

Also negatively impacting the general fund is the distinct 
possibility that the $72.24 per student in state revenue cut by 
the governor may not get reinstated. If the cut sticks, Lowell 

will lose $260,000. 

September 19, 2001 

Lowell joinsthe nation in a National Day of Prayer and 
Remembrance.Approximately 400 people gather on the 

Two planes crash into the upper floors of both World 
Trade Center towers minutes apart in what President 
Bush said was an apparent terrorist attack. The first plane 
to hit the World trade Center was hijacked after takeoff 
from Boston. Within 15 minutes of the trade center bomb-
ings the Pentagon was also hit. 

Riverwalk for the noon ceremony. 

Lowell 's city council approves a bid from Williams & 
Works for $89,300 for several spring road construction projects. 

Slicker shock is exactly what the Lowell City Council 
suffers after seeing an estimated $3.75 million City Hall/ 
police station projectjump to $5.25 million - almost doubling 

the original estimate. 

September 26, 2001 

A bomb threat enticed junior Jessie Hunt to leave Lowell 
High School Wednesday morning; a fatal accident that after-

noon will keep her from returning. 
"It 's not fair. Jessie wouldn't have skipped school if there 

had not been a bomb scare," said Hunt's friend, Desirae 

Harmon. "She'd be here today." 
Hunt was killed on Wednesday (Sept. 19) when the car 

(1993 Saturn) she was riding in was rear-ended by a large 

single axle stake truck. 

Lowell community's character/trait initiative commenced 

six years ago. 
In an effort to expand upon past school and community 

work, the initiative will begin a partnership with the National 
Character Counts coalition. 

"The partnership will bring new educational resources to 
the school district and community, allowing us to be increas-
ingly effective in helping students become better citizens," 
said Lowell TOTS director, Kathy Cole. "The partnership will 
enable us to take the character initiative to another level 
through resources, programs, training and technical assis-

tance." 

Lowell resident, Dave Coons comes before the Lowell 
Planning Commission in hopes of getting a variance to allow 
for his RV to be parked in the driveway of his home. 

According to the zoning ordinance, homeowners cannot 
park RVs or other recreational vehicles such as boats and jet 
skis in the front yard of their property. Such items need to be 
placed in an enclosed building or located in a rear yard and 
outside of a required side yard. Such vehicles may be parked 
in the front yard for one 7-day period every six months. 

In Coons' case, he has had a motorhome since 1983 and 
has parked it in his driveway until a few years ago when he had 
the roof of his carport replaced. At that time, he had the slab 
widened so he could park it next to the garage. Coons is unable 
to park it behind his home, since it is all woods and the cost of 
building a garage for it would be expensive. Coons said the 
size of the garage would make the house look lopsided. 

The Lowell Planning Commission was hoping to hear 
good news about the city's movement toward a Wellhead 
Protection Program . . . however, it wasn't quite what the 
water treatment plant superintendent had lo say. 

"Basically, it's not going anywhere," said George Regan 
to the planning commission al its Monday night meeting. 

The problem faced by the Water Treatment Plant has been 
one of expansion and maintenance which, in turn, has eaten up 
a large portion of the plant's budget. 

"So when il comes lo the end of the year, there is nothing 
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Well over 6,000 are missing and presumed dead 
from the bombing of the World Trade Center twin 
towers. 

Roughly 300 are fallen New York City firefighters 
and policemen who lost their lives in attempting to 
rescue and save others. 

The West Michigan Fire Chiefs Association and 
the Michigan Fraternal Order of Police, in an effort to 
help the families of the fallen, initiated a campaign, 
"Pennies From Heaven." 

Citadel Broadcasting (WLAV, WBBL, WODJ 
WKLQ) endorsed the campaign and began raising 
funds for the families. 

The local firefighters and police officers had raised 
an incredible $30,000. 

left," Regan said. 

A Wellhead Protection Program is a district that surrounds 
a city's water fields and wells. The district helps the govem-
menl define more clearly what can and cannot go near the 
city's water supply so as lo prevent contamination. The city 
has four wells and one water field. 

Lowell Planning Commission chairman, Jim Hall figured 
il was going lo be a breeze in determining which front of a 
corner lot is going lo be the front and which is going to be the 
side. It turned out lo be a lot harder than il looked. 

The planning commission was ready lo approve a new 
ordinance which would make the narrowest side of a corner lot 
running along a road, the front yard of the properly, with the 
other frontage running along the road being the side yard, 
nomic growth. 

Gilmore Enterprises is looking to renovate and open a 
restaurant and bar facility at 201 E. Main Street, formerly the 
White Swan. 

After a couple of weeks to consider its options, Lowell city 
staff believes il has come up with a solution to allow as much 
of the City Hall/police station project lo be constructed at the 
most reasonable cost. 

Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr, and Huber, Inc., came before 
the city with a proposed price tag for the project, which came 
in at about $5.2 million. The council indicated it was simply 
loo much and held a work session to discuss possible options. 

"I believe it is a doable project that can be done for three 
mills or less with as much of the project being proposed to the 
council staying as is," said city manager, David Pasquale. 

Following the work session and other discussions, Pasquale 
said staff and FTC&H representatives are proposing to cut 
more than $700,000 from the project, bringing it to about $4.5 
million. Those cuts would include delaying the construction 
of the second floor, about $463,071; reducing allowances for 
asbestos and lead paint removal, $100,000; having the site 
work funded by the Downtown Development Authority, 
$209,311; eliminating the ambulance garage and two parking 
spots, $167,370; decreasing the size of the common lobby, 
undetermined; and deleting brick at the rear elevation of the 
building, $62,160. 

The Lowell Area Historical Museum is a gift for 
future generations that celebrates generations past. 

"History and time are a continuum and thus we do 
not view the opening of this museum as the end or our 
final goal. We have a vision for the future," said Lowell 
Area Historical Museum president, Jim Doyle at the 
ribbon-cutting grand opening. 

"Today we make history and today we give a gift; a 
gift of remembrance, intrigue, imagination and of 
beauty," Doyle explained. 

Local residents who visited the museum on Satur-
day were deeply impressed by all those traits. 

"I've seen many small town museums - none have 
been this well done. This museum rivals the state 
museum," said Lowell's David Thompson. "They have 
done a first rate job in putting this together." 
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l e tV Regan said. 

A Wellhead Proleclion Program is a district that sur-
rounds a city's water fields and wells. The district helps the 
government define more clearly what can and cannot go near 
the city's water supply so as to prevent contamination. The 
city has lour wells and one water field. 

Low ell Planning Commission chairman. Jim Hall figured 
it was going to be a bree/e in determining which front ot* a 
corner lot is going to be the front and which is going to be the 
side. It turned out to be a lot harder than it looked. 

The planning commission was ready to approve a new 
ordinance which w ould make the narrowest side ofa corner lot 
running along a road, the front yard ot* the property, with the 
other frontage running along ihe road being the side yard, 
nomic grow th. 

Gilmore Enterprises is looking to renovate and open a 
restaurant and bar facilit) at 201 K. Main Street, formerly the 

White Swan. 

After a couple of w eeks to consider its options. Lowell city 
siat't* believes it has come up with a solution to allow as much 
of the City Hall/police station project to be constructed at the 

most reasonable cost. 
Fishbeck. Thompson. Carr. and Huber. Inc.. came before 

the city with a proposed price tag for the project, which came 
in at about S5.2 million. The council indicated it was simply 
too much and held a work session to discuss possible options. 

"I believe it is a doable project that can be done for three 
mills or less with as much of the project being proposed to the 
council staying as is." said city manager. David Pasquale. 

Following the work session and other discussions. Pasquale 
said staff and FTC&H representatives are proposing to cut 
more than S700.000 from the project, bringing it to about S4.5 
million. Those cuts would include delaying the construction 
of the second floor, about 5463.071: reducing allowances for 
asbestos and lead paint removal. S 100.000: having the site 
work funded by the Downtown Development Authority. 
S209.311: eliminating the ambulance garage and two parking 
spots. SI67.370: decreasing the size of the common lobby, 
undetermined: and deleting brick at the rear elevation of the 

building. S62.160. 

October 3, 2001 

It w as the mother earth load of blood drives. 
Every existing record was broken. The Lowell Rotary 

blood drive on Wednesday (Sept. 26) set new records for 
signup, pints of blood given and new donors. 

"There's no doubt the recent events in New York had an 
impact." said Lowell Area Fire Department's Mark Mundt. "I 
have no delusions that these numbers will be broken any lime 

soon." 
The numbers Mundt speaks of are the 100 people who 

signed up to give blood, the 77 who gave blood and the 14 
donors w ho gave for the first time. "People had to wail as long 
as 60-90 minutes to give blood. Some whose schedule did not 
permit them to w ail had to be turned away." explained Mundt. 

A liquor license is not necessary to operate a restaurant/ 
bar facility at 201 W. Main, but to make il as viable as Greg 
Gilmore. of Gilmore Enterprises, would like il is key. 

Gilmore goes before the city council seeking a public 
hearing set so the issue of a Class C Liquor License can be 

discussed. 
Because there were no quota or on-premise licenses 

available in this area. Gilmore seeks to attain one of 50 
licenses available through the slate for Downtown Develop-
ment Authority district, created four years ago. 

The state allocated 50 Class C Liquor licenses for DDA's , 
10 remain statewide. Gilmore explained that given the time 
requirements for public notice and hearing, liming is critical 
in order to have any chance for this to be considered by the 
Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) this year. 

October 10, 2001 

"Do you notice anything different about these words?" 
Tammy DeBaar, director of the Wittenbach Center, asked a 
group of students as they moved through the properly located 

on Vergennes Street. 
It is a technique DeBaar uses to get students lo see what 

is around them... an important lesson for these students whose 
backgrounds are very diverse. Students in a program came 
from Grand Rapids' Alexander Elementary School and St. 
Andrews. And while the students were there lo learn about 
hydrology and atmosphere as part of a larger program, they 

also got the chance lo learn about each other. 

In a night of what seemed to be bad news about the budget 

and future construction projects, the Lowell Board of Educa-
tion heard some good news from the district's auditors. 

Phil Saurman, from the firm of Hungerford, Aldrin, 
Nichols & Carter, presented the board with the audit for the 

2001-2002 fiscal year. 
Saurman said ihe district deserved high marks for getting 

itself ready for the auJit in August. The fiscal yearcloses al the 

J 

It was the gym that wasn't going to be built. 
However, the parents of Alto Elementary School 

rolled up their sleeves and proceeded to convince the 
Lowell Area Schools - especially Superintendent Bert 
Bleke - the need for a facilitv in that school. 

• 

Their efforts were honored when current and former 
students and staff along with Board of Education mem-
bers and Bleke dedicated the new 4,000-square-foot 

facility. 
The monies for the gym came from the recent bond 

millage, and Bleke easily admitted to all w ho were there 

end of June. This means the business office is working in a 
timely fashion, providing accurate information, he said. 

The report was good, indicating that the district had about 
56.1 million in revenues last year. The fund balance saw a 
drop of S600.000 to about $3.2 million, which is 11 percent. 

After months of discussion and in light of the recent 
events in September, the Lowell Area Schools Board of 
Education decides to delay any future construction projects. 

A bond issue approved by voters two years ago included 
the development of a new elementary school and an addition 
to the high school. Both projects have been delayed for a year 
due to three reasons, according to Superintendent Bert Bleke. 
Those reasons are economics, political uncertainty, and flat 

student growth. 

Lowell Area Schools faces the reality of a sluggish 
economy by prioritizing programs and preparing for some 

large cuts from the state. 
"We are in a good spot . . . in that some districts have 

already had lo make some major cuts and we haven't done that 
this year." said Connie Gillette. 

The state already cut funding for readiness programs, with 
Lowell losing about $50,000. Unconfirmed reports have 
stated that some or all of that funding may be restored. 

Gillette also reported the state revenues for the district 
will be down and expenses will be up. The district hired more 

staff this year, added extra programs, and installed a new 
sound system at the football stadium—all of which have 

affected the budget. 
Gillette said she also has been told to expect a five to 10 

percent cut in funding this year and/or next year. 
"With this in mind, we have started to do some threshold 

budgeting, where we prioritize what our most important 

programs are," Gillette said. 

"Now be careful here, it 
goes down a little,^ said 
Audrey Dykstra, making 
her way from the dining 
room to the kitchen of her 
former residence at 310 
Avery St. 

Sure enough, as you 
make your way from the 
dining room to the kitchen, 
there appears to be about 
an inch and a half drop • 
just the right height for 
someone to stumble over. 

Dykstra knows every 
little dip, turn, and corner 
of the house as well as she 
should, since she has lived 
there for more than eight 
decades - minus the time 
she and her husband lived 
in an apartment in Grand 
Rapids. She easily admits 
that the familiarity has 
helped over the years as her 
eye sight has started to fail and her sense of balance is a 

little off. 
But starting last week, she has a new home at the 

Grand Rapids' senior retirement Villa Maria - a place she 
moves through "at my own peril," she said with a little 
laugh. The furniture is more on the edges of the room 
versus the closeness of her old home, where she could catch 
her balance if need be. 

The city purchased her home earlier this year. It was 
the last parcel needed for the construction of the new City 
Hall/police station project. 

October 17,2001 

Inappropriate signage threatened the lease contract that 
Innovative Construction had with its tenant. Dollar General at 

314 E. Main. 
A 60-day certificate of occupancy was imposed on Inno-

vative Construction by Lowell's Downtown Historic Com-
mission for being in violation of the sign code... violations 

which were missed in a review process. 
Joe Nawrocki. owner of Main Street Investments LLC, as 

builder for Innovative Construction, argues successfully 
before the Lowell Downtown Historic Commission that the 
tenant, not Innovative Construction, is responsible for issues 

dealing with signs. 
In its decision, the Lowell Historic Commission approves 

a permanent certificate of occupancy, stating the sign issue 
was Dollar General's problem and not Nawrocki's. 

The Lowell Area Schools Education Foundation elected 

officers at its regular meeting in October. 
Officers were as follows: Marsha Wilcox, chair; Dave 

Thompson, vice chair of fund development; Barb Gillman, 
vice chair of program development; Melanie Brim, secretary: 

and Tom Karas. treasurer. 

Bowne Township residents will soon be able to access 
information ordinances, events, minutes from meetings and 
a number of other informational details from the Bowne 

Township web site. 
Blake Forslund, Data Consultants Inc., has been hired to 

design a web site for the township. The township will incur a 
one-time fee of $250 and can purchase two hours of mainte-
nance each month* for $35. Any time over that will cost the 

township between $85 and $135 an hour. 

It 's an expensive proposition to replace a 22-ycar-old fire 

truck. 
Il is made a whole lot easier for the Lowell Area Fire 

Department when it learned that the Englehardt Lowell Area 
Community Fund will provide a $100,000 grant toward the 

purchase of the new $275,000 pumper/tanker. 

Lorraine Smalligan and her son Connor took part in 
the Chamber of Commerce's scarecrow day on the 
Riverwalk. Smalligan's and other scarecrows were used 
to decorate the city. 

The Lowell Township Board approved an increase in its 
support of the North Kent Transil Service as it pledged $3,000 
to keep the service operating in Lowell Charier Township. 

The residents along Foreman Road asked for and received 
a study on traffic conditions; the results, however, weren't 
quite what they had hoped for. 

Lowell city manager, David Pasquale reports on a traffic 
study done by Ed Swanson from Wade-Trim. The findings of 
the report indicated that the amount of truck traffic on Fore-
man Road traveling east of Gee Drive to and from Hudson 
Street is reasonable for this street. 

However, after interviews with residents and the three 
major industries in the area of Foreman Road and Hudson 
Street, Swanson said he did discuss having the industry 
owners encourage truck drivers lo use an alternative west 
route, taking Foreman Road to Alden Nash and then on to M-
2 1 . 

Councilman Don Green favored not only the wait-and-see 
approach to the traffic on Foreman, but also to looking into 
costs on widening ihe turn radius for the corner. 

Seeing il only as a plus lo its downtown, the Lowell City 
Council unanimously approves a resolution in support of 
granting Gilmore Enterprises a liquor license. 

Gilmore Enterprises, which owns The B.O.B. in Grand 
Rapids, The Kirby Grill in Grand Haven, Rose's and Rose's 
Express in East Grand Rapids, and the Thornapple Bistro in 
Ada, is seeking one of a possible 10 Downtown Development 
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Authority liquor licenses from the state Liquor Control Com-
mission. To reccivc such a liccnsc, which would be a Class C, 
both the city and the local DDA must adopt resolutions finding 
that Ihe license would prevent further deterioration wilhin the 
Development District and promote economic growth. 

Gilmore Enterprises is looking to renovate and open a 
restaurant and bar facility at 201 E. Main Street, formerly the 
White Swan. 

After a couple of weeks to consider its options, Lowell city 
staff believes it has come up with a solution to allow as much 
of the City Hall/police station project to be constructed at the 
most reasonable cost. 

Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr, and Huber, Inc., came before 
the city with a proposed price tag for the project, which came 
in at about $5.2 million. The council indicated il was simply 
too much and held a work session lo discuss possible options. 

"I believe il is a doable project that can be done for three 
mills or less with as much of the project being proposed lo the 
council slaying as is," said city manager, David Pasquale. 

Following the work session and other discussions, Pasquale 
said staff and FTC&H representatives arc proposing lo cut 
more than $700,000 from the project, bringing il lo about $4.5 
million. Those cuts would include delaying the construction 
of the second floor, about $463,071; reducing allowances for 
asbestos and lead paint removal, $100,000; having the site 
work funded by the Downtown Development Authority, 
$209,311; eliminating the ambulance garage and two parking 
spots, $167,370; decreasing the size of the common lobby, 
undetermined; and deleting brick at the rear elevation of the 
building, $62,160. 

October 24,2001 

Residents attending a planning commission meeting say 
they feel a city zoning ordinance requiring that recreational 
vehicles be parked in back yards or back side yards or stored 
off site is unreasonable, especially in regards lo allowing them 
only one 7-day period in six months to park a recreational 
vehicle in their driveway. 

Planning commission chair, Jim Hall offered a challenge 
to the residents who felt the ordinance should be changed. Hall 
said he would like to see them review the current and past 
ordinance and come up with recommendations for what the 
ordinance should say. Several of the residents agreed and plan 
to present that proposal at the next commission meeting Nov. 
26. 

R id ing his 
Harley Road King 
with his vintage 
3 5 - y e a r - o l d 
chipped mustard-
colored he lme t . 
Tommy Heid and 
an entourage of 
approximately 370 
other bikers de-
scended upon Alto 
Saturday afternoon 
as part of the an-
nual Tommy Heid 
Chili Run. 

Alto was one 
of a handfu l of 

stops along the way lo Heid's house on Gun Lake, known 
affectionately by the participants as Heid's Beach. Awaiting 
their arrival were vats of chili. 

This year's ride raised money tor the relief fund for New 
York City firefighters and policemen. 

There's a stark contrast between observing a classroom 
setting and being its facilitator of discussion and provider of 
information. 

Jessi Spry, a Michigan State University student intern 
under the guidance of Lowell Agri-science teacher John Schut 
and Wittenbach Center director Tammy DeBaar, juggles that 
task along with pursuing credits toward her master's degree. 

Spry will remain al Lowell throughout the school year. 

A diverse group of Lowell business leaders, educa-
tors and volunteers gathered at Camp Manitou-Lin 
Friday to participate in leadership activities to enhance 
communication and listening skills as well as improve 
working together in group settings. 

There were 37 Lowell residents w ho participated in 
the all-day event. They broke up into three groups. The 
activities included high-low rope courses. Tee-pee 
shuffle, human Bingo and a bridge-building exercise 
involving spaghetti and marshmallows. 

Lowell Middle School's play productions are nothing 
new. 

They have been a staple of the LMS drama class for 
nearly 20 years. Cheryl Blodgett, Lowell Middle School 
counselor and former drama teacher, began working 
with drama students on play production in 1983. 

Jane Bushell, a first-year drama teacher at Lowell, 
and her two drama classes ( 36 students) author an 
original transcript for their fall play. 

The curtain opened on A Visit to the Village of Value. 
After gathering the students' ideas and suggestions, 

Bushell writes a play to include as many characters as 
possible. 

Bushell, w ho has a degree in performing arts, said her 
writing background encompassed creative writing and 
poetry. The play was a collaborative effort with the stu-
dents. 

Lowell's Erin Doyle and students from Catholic Central 
(30) and West Catholic (8) are pan of an organized group of 
volunteers who spend two days in New York City working 
with the National Relief Network. 

Lowell's Steven and Christian Koning are honored at the 
Kent County 4-H Council's 48lh annual Leadership banquet. 

Steven was recognized for performing arts, and Christian, 
in the project areas of dairy, horse and judging. 

Christian was selected a state winner for the mark of 
excellence. 

For a second consecutive season, Lowell will at least 
share in an O-K White Conference girls basketball champi-
onship. The Red Arrows' 60-46 win over Foiest Hills Central 
assures that. 

SBC Ameritech and Verizon consumers will enjoy a 
greater range for local calls with the Oct. 15 introduction of 
expanded local calling throughout Michigan. 

This plan will offer a consistent and easy-to-understand 
statewide guide for local calls within customers' home ex-

changes as well as calls from home lo adjacent exchanges. 

Dustin Visser runs for the treat that awaits him when he's 
finished. 

Dustin is a two-year member of the Alto Running Club, 
along with his brother Steve and his twin brother Travis. 

Funny how things work - the fact Dustin is running is treat 
enough for his mother (Carrie Davis) and father (Jeff Visser). 

Despite the medical challenges Visser has had to face, he 
hasn't run from them -instead he runs with them. 

Caleb Pratt was born with a restrictive pulmonary valve. 
He was just eight days old when doctors performed a valvio-
plasly so they could open up the valve and allow blood to f low. f 

through it. 
It bought time for Caleb lo grow stronger so doctors 

could operate. 

Today, he is in his third year as a member of the Alto 
Running Club. 

The second-grader has participated in the Wittenbach 
Center one-mile run, the Pumpkin Run. the Old Kent Junior 
Run, and the Alio Fall Festival Run. 

November 7, 2001 

Through a partnership developed with local business 
owner, Michael Novak of MicroNel Systems. Lowell Cable 
Television is now able to offer its cable subscribers Xslream 
high speed internet service. 

The high speed internet service will be self-sustaining 
and will require no capital investment on the part of Lowell 
Cable Television. 

The service will cost customers S49.95 a month. 
It will provide them access to the internet up to 15-30 

times faster, and a constant "hassle free" connection without 
the need for a phone line. 

The ability to be proactive in initialing a network of 
services which address the complexity of a situation is the 
charge of the Emergency Assistance Network coordinated 
through the Flat River Outreach Ministries. 

A S16.000 grant from the Englehardt Lowell Area Com-
munity Fund establishes a financial base from w hich such 
services (heating, fuel, utilities, etc.) can be provided. 

The program will address an individual's or family's 
whole situation while also bringing in other agencies lo help 
improve the quality of its service. 

The Flat River Outreach Ministries' grant was one of 
seven requests issued. 

The total amount of money distributed w as S144.976. The 
total amount requested during this round of grant applications 
was S318.976. 

Other grants issued went to: 

• Lowell Area Arts Council, web-site development. S3.676. 
• Low ell Area Schools Education Foundation, grow th and 

development. S7.500. and year one of a three-year foundation 
matching fundraising plan. SI3.000. 

• Christ the King. LAAC art classes. S600. 
• Lowell Area Schools, development of a Lowell Health 

Commons. S4.200. 
• City of Lowell, tanker replacement. SI00.000. 
The next round of arants will be distributed in Mav. 

W 9 

In life they 
brought j o y . . . in 
death they leave 
parents, families 
and friends with 
undying memo-
ries and love. 

Along with 
the memor i e s . 
there is the pain 
and thoseday- to-
day e m o t i o n s 
which family and 
friends struggle 
to process and 
understand. 

S a m 
Morlock hopes a 
book of 117 po-
ems titled. Those 
Who Went Be-

fore Us - Prayers to Heaven brings some sort of closure and 
comfort to families and friends who have lost loved ones. 

• "1 don't want Steve (who died in an ATV accident on 
April 28.2000) to be forgotten. I wanted there to be a legacy." 
said father. Sam Morlock. "1 guess I 've been looking for some 
sort of rainbow - showing me that things would be fine. Our 
world (wife Betty and Sam) has changed forever: things will 
never be the same." 

Morlock began working on the idea for the book of poems 
18 months ago. 

Review, c o n f d . pg. 36 

"Shawn Rosema, come on down ... you are the next 
contestant on the Price is Right." 

Rosema, a contestant on the game show, wins a 2001 
Dodge Neon. 

After some discussion on landscaping, St. Mary Catholic 
Church receives the Lowell Planning Commission's blessing 
to move forward'6n plans to construct a 10,776-square-foot 
Family Life Center. */wŜ f»»L , •••.•• 

j The new center will be an addition to the church's existing 
facility and will include a lobby, drive up canopy, nursery, 
meeting room, reslrooms, gym, kitchen, and storage. Seeing 
n W J f ^ b ^ w i t h , t h ^ s j t e j J p n . the commission unanimously 
approves it with commission member. 

^ Still not seeing a good solution lo the front yard issue on 
corner lots, the Lowell Planning Commission opts for a work 
session to try and iron out the problems. 

The planning commission was scheduled to review the 
proposed ordinance change that would make the narrowest 
side of the lot facing the street become the front yard for a 
corner lot. 

October 31,2001 
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Year-In-Review, continued... From Page 35 

There were hugs all around as Lowell Women 
Moose Chapter 1388 presented bears to Lowell police 
chief, Jim Valentine for the community "Hugs for 
Bears, Bears for Hugs" program. 

The donation helps support the program's effort to 
help kids w ho have been traumatized. 

Pictured, left to right, are: Klapp, Jim Valentine, 
Lowell police chief; and Jodi Reynolds, Women of the 
Moose senior regent. 

What do you do with a desolate location which once 

played home to a rich, storied tradition in Lowell history? 
This past summer the Riverwalk was extended to the 

amphitheater's gates. Now what? 
That was the question a group of 40 Lowell residents 

pondered at an open forum, coordinated by the Lowell Area 
Chamber of Commerce, in the basement of the Lowell First 

United Methodist Church. 
Led in discussion by Monahan & Associates' senior 

project director. Sandi Frost Parrish. the group discussed 
whether the amphitheater should be renovated and. if not, 
what other possible uses there might be for that location. 

The relocation of a water main at Metric Manufacturing, 
1001 Foreman SE. will also eliminate it as part of the city water 

service. 
During the initiation of construction for an addition to 

Metric Manufacturing, it was determined that an 8" water 
main would have the building constructed over it. 

The main, which traversed the Metric site, had previously 
serviced the city wellhouses. 

The new water service for the school had to be extended 
600 feet for the bus garage and baseball field. The cost for the 
project will be S9.500. It will be shared between the city, 
school and Metric. Lowell Area Schools will pay $3,500, 

Metric S3.000. and the city $3,000. 
Upon completion of the work, the main will be recognized 

as a metric water service. Metric will also be responsible for 

the maintenance. 

In these uncertain economic times Connie Gillette, Low-
ell assistant superintendent lo finance, has begun working on 
a schedule which will designate in advance where cuts will fall 

if needed. 
"If the district looks at it now, then in the spring it will be 

in position to make decisions," Gillette said. 
With Michigan residents buying less, sales tax revenue is 

down, that is bad news for schools because sales tax revenue 

goes toward the state aid fund 
The anticipated hike in Lowell 's foundation allowance to 

$6,700 per student next year looks shaky, a direct result of the 

struggling economy. 
By a vote of 106-0, the Michigan House of Representa-

tives authorized a withdrawal of up to $350 million trom the 
Budget Stabilization Fund (BSF) "Rainy Day Fund," to 
maintain school funding for the current year. Indications are 
that Gov. John Engler will support the legislation. 

Lowell Schools, Lowell Education Association and the 
Lowell support staff ratify a new two-year contract. 

November 21,2001 

In hopes of curbing the city's parking problem, the 
Lowell Police Department proposes a new pay structure tor 

parking tickets. 
Chief of police. Jim Valentine comes before the Lowell 

City Council requesting that fees for parking tickets increase 
after 10 days. A person who receives a ticket would have until 
the tenth day to pay the $5 parking fine. After the tenth day, 
the cost would increase to $25. After the thirty-first day, the 

fee would increase to $50. 

Seeing results from the countywide Gypsy Moth pro-
gram, the city once again approves funding for the annual 

spraying. 

Since 1998, the Lowell Area Community Fund has 
infused a total of nearly $2.5 million in charitable dollars into 

the Lowell area. 
In the past fiscal year the advisory committee of the 

Lowell Area Community Fund has granted over $711,000 to 

35 groups. 
The 2001 Lowell Area Community Fund annual report, 

however, showed the declining economy had an slight impact 
on its finances. 

There are at least two givens on opening day: Dave Potter 
has steak and eggs for breakfast and he gets his buck. 

The longtime Lowell resident, who now resides in 
Caledonia, hauled in the first buck for the third time in the 29-
year history of The Lowell Ledger's "First Buck" contest. 

As for his success on opening day, 44It must be the steak 
and eggs breakfast at Keiser's. Jon Vezino eats Texas Hash 
and he's never won the contest," Potter explains. 

The number and percentage of trucks accessing Foreman 
Road is not excessive for a street of its nature, according to a 
truck route study completed by Ed Swanson. traffic engineer 
for Wade-Trim. Inc Unless you live on it. argued 
Foreman Road resident. Delores Alexander. 

The traffic engineer added that while the study's findings 
do not indicate removing trucks is warranted, the city may 
w ant to consider possibly working with industry in the area 
to reduce truck intrusion. 

Both Lowell Schools transportation director. Larry 
Mikulski and Lowell chief of police. Jim Valentine discour-
aged redirecting trucks west on Foreman to Alden Nash. 

The council agreed unanimously that improving the Fore-
man/Hudson Street intersection was needed. "It 's not some-
thing w e should look at. we need to do something with it." said 

councilman. Don Green. 
The council asked that the city staff and planning commis-

sion look at all the options (e.g.. w idening radius, rerouting 

traffic). 

Councilman Don Green called the controversy over the 
recreational vehicle storage ordinance a law of unintended 

consequences. 
"One problem is fixed by an ordinance but you don't 

always see what will happen down the road." Green ex-

plained. 
Over the last couple of weeks, several Lowell area 

residents were affected by a letter stating they were in viola-
tion of the RV storage and parking ordinance. They came 
forth w ith ideas and suggestions to aide in either enforcement 

or change of the ordinance. 
Follow ing his presentation, the council voted unanimously 

thai all enforcement procedures for the recreational vehicle 
storage ordinance be temporarily suspended until the ordi-
nance issue is addressed and resolved. 

Beginning the first full week in December. Pitsch will 
combine its five partial hauling and disposal waste pickup 
routes in the city of Lowell into two full routes. 

During a three-month trial basis. Pitsch will combine its 
Monday and Tuesday residential routes into one route, which 
w ill be run by Pitsch on Tuesday. It will combine its Wednes-
day and Thursday residential and Friday commercial bag 

routes into one route on Thursday. 

Lowell girls cross country team's fifth-place finish in the 
state meet at the Michigan International Speedway in Brook-
lyn on Saturday replaces the school's previous best mark of 
9th back in 1989. 

Low ell entered the meet ranked second by coaches behind 

Middleville. 
Led by Lisa Wojciakowski's all-state performance, the 

Red Arrow s achieved their goal. 
The junior was 13ihoverall with a time of 19:41. The top 

30 runners in the Division II state meet earned all state honors. 
Following Wojciakowski home for Lowell were Sarah 

Swab. 33rd. 20:22; Natalie Kent. 53rd. 20:41; Holly Plattner. 
55th. 20:42; and Abbie Blanding. 72nd. 21:02. 

Other Red Arrows to finish the race but not figuring in the 
final team score were Molly Kirsch 21:42 and Abby Vos 

21:49. 

November 14, 2001 

The Guns and Hoses benefit basketball game raised 
S1.357 for Teen Center membership scholarships for at-risk 
middle school kids or kids who show a need. 

"When the Teen Center opened, many kids went there (it 
was free); now that they have to pay for memberships, not all 
can afford them," said Lowell school liaison officer, Steve 
Bukala. 

The liaison officer says the Teen Center is a positive 
image in a kid's life - one he/she can relate to. 

Proceeds from the event were raised through gate dona-
tions, 50-50 raffle and Guns & Hoses shirt sales. 

The city of Lowell and the YMCA have agreed to extend 
their agreement on the use of parks and facilities through the 
year 2006. 

It is the same agreement the two parties entered into five 

years ago. 
Both sides said they find it to be mutually beneficial. 

A Michigan Municipal League employee classification 
and compensation study completed back in August was adopted 
by the Lowell City Council. 

The study amends current classifications and provides 
recommendations for salary pay ranges with consideration for 

merit. 
The policy adopted by the council outlines pay steps for 

each employee classification, integrating a performance evalu-
ation system for merit compensation. 

Jim Pfaller and incumbent Jeanne Shores were awarded 
four-year seats to the Lowell City Council by the voting 

electorate. 
Pfaller, who garnered the most votes (251), will replace 

councilman Don Green who did not seek re-election. 
Only 11 percent of the city's registered voters (2,684) 

made their way to the polls. 
Incumbent Charles R. Myers earned 184 votes and with it 

a two-year term. 
Dan Brubaker, running unopposed, was elected to fill the 

remaining two years of the late Ray Quada's unexpired term. 

Of the 24 stops along the 2001 Christmas Through Lowell 
trail, only one can claim il was one of the original eight who 
started the event 10 years ago. 

Comer Crafts, 423 Suffolk, also the home of Jody and 
Kraig Haybarker, first began creating crafts 15 years ago for 
the First United Methodist Church Holiday Craft Show before 
choosing to become a fixture in Christmas Through Lowell in 

1992. 
The Haybarkers, in setting up for the event, clear out their 

living and dining rooms, making way for homemade gifts and 

accessories - Santas, angels, ornaments, shelves and wreaths. 

For the second time in two years, a gift to the Lowell Area 
Education Foundation will provide for educational opportu-
nity and purpose. 

Dick and Shirley Cooper donate 34.7 acres of land at the 
northeast corner of Alden Nash and Foremen to the founda-
tion for the purpose of preserving it in its present state. 

The land will be called the Cooper Woodland Preserve. 
"The preserve fits with the mission of LAEF with support-

ing education," said the organization's board president, Marsha 
Wilcox. 

In March of 2000, a $200,000 gift from June Wittenbach 
and her late husband, Everett Wittenbach to the Lowell Area 
Education Foundation made way for the design and construc-
tion of the Wittenbach Agricultural and Environmental Cen-
ter. 

The State of Michigan, Michigan Association of Chiefs of 
Police and the Michigan Sheriffs Association distribute fire-
arm safety devices (gun locks) through Public Act 291. 

The firearm safety device grants are provided to local 
units so they can give firearm safety locks to residents in their 
communities. 

The program is paid for through state appropriated funds. 
The gun lock devices are aimed toward households with 
children and are expected to serve as a deterrent in preventing 
gun/firearm accidents. 

Rockford encountered in the Class A Michigan High 
School Athletic Association district final Friday night what 
O-K White teams have experienced all year . . . an intense, 
unrelenting Red Arrow defense which stifles its opponents' 
offensive intent. 

Lowell (21-1) captured its first district girls basketball 
title since 1988 with a 46-24 win over the Rams before a crowd 
of 1,200. With the victory it ran its winning streak to 20 and 
advanced to the Lansing Everett regional. 

Review, cont'd, pg. 37 

There's a new car stereo and truck accessories 
business in Lowell Charter Township at 11390 E. Fulton 
called Special FX. 

"Robert West, co-owner, along with Ralph Anheuser, 
hopes customers go away with a sense that they are 
dealing with a service-oriented business. 

Both West and Anheuser are nationally certified 
Installers; Anheuser is also state certified. 

Year-In-Review, continued... From Page 36 
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In the end, the Lowell girls basketball team could not 
rebound from its inability to make the little things happen in 
its 49-44 Class A regional semifinal loss to Holt at the Don 
Johnson Fieldhouse Monday night in Lansing. 

November 28,2001 

Food, fun and shopping await area residents after the 
annual Santa Claus Parade. 

The theme for this year's parade is "Visions of Peace." 
The Christmas festivities which follow the parade will 

provide opportunity to sample pastries, warm refreshments 
and other edible delights. 

The opening of Dollar General on Oct. 5 has made a short 
trip even shorter for many cast side Lowell residents. 

Since Christmas is Tuesday this year, Monday, Dec. 17 is 
projected to be the busiest mailing day of the year to postmark 
cards and letters. 

To avoid the rush and to assure timely and safe delivery, 
post office patrons are encouraged to get an early jump on 
letters, cards and packages. 

Growth has taken over the Kent County Youth Fair area 
with some city services such as fire, wastewater. Department 
of Public Works, and youth football having encroached upon 
the fair's property. 

For that reason, and after discussions with Kent County 
Youth Fair director, Ron Wenger, Lowell PlanningCommis-
sion chair, James Hall seeks and receives consensus support 
from the planning commission to seek funding from the 
Lowell Area Community Fund for the development of a 
master plan for the fairgrounds. 

After some discussion, the Lowell Planning Commission 
decides the only immediate solution to the truck traffic on 
Foreman Road was to widen the intersection at Foreman and 
Hudson 

If a group of residents get their wish, Lowell city residents 
will be able to park their recreational vehicles in their drive-
ways when in season. 

A group of residents presented their proposed changes to 
the currcnt city ordinance which, at present, does not allow the 
parking of RVs, such as boats, trailers and motorhomes, in a 
homeowner's driveway. 
J I ' Dwiam Sohe 1 ler, of 692 B i rchwood Ct., spoke on behal f of 
the group and said the committee took a look at several 
ordinances including ones from Cascade, Saranac, and Rock-
ford. The committee proposed to make some changes to the 
city's current regulations by adding the words "when out of 
season" so the ordinance would read: "The overnight parking 
of any truck over one ton, trailer, boat, or recreational vehicle 
is prohibited on any street, in any community parking lot, or 
in any front yard. Parking or storage of any RV shall be placed 
within a completely enclosed building or located in the rear 
yard, or outside of a required side yard when out of season." 

The decision of Bruce Kass to move his towing service 
business out of his home leads the Lowell Planning Commis-
sion to discover the city doesn't allow for such businesses 

anywhere. 
Kass is interested in pioving his business. Lee's Towing, 

to 609 Ottawa in an existing building. However, review of the 
city ordinance made Kass and real estate agent, Joice Smith 
realize the city doesn't allow for towing services within its 
borders. 

Kass and Smith went before the planning commission in 
hopes of getting an interpretation of the ordinance that would 
allow Kass to move his company. Lee's Towing, to the Lowell 
city location. 

The Lowell City Council makes it official that it wel-
comes the Bergin Building Management company' s efforts to 
turn a current vacant property into a bistro by supporting the 
company's quest for a Class C Liquor License. 

Bergin-Gilmore Partnerships plans to convert the former 
White Swan, located at 201 E. Main St., into a bistro-type 
restaurant which would include dancing. The city council 
along with the Downtown Development Authority offered its 
support for the company to acquire a liquor license for a 
business operating in a Downtown Development Authority 
district. 

Councilmember, Don Green isn't exactly sure what trig-
gered his memory about the state putting in a canoe launch on 

the Flat River. 
"It might have been my dad," he said. "He tends to bug me 

about it." 
The event of the city transferring a parcel of land it owned 

near White's Bridge to the state for a canoe launch happened 
at the first council meeting Green attended as a city 
councilmember in January 1992. Green, who steps down as a 
councilmember at the end of this year, suddenly began to 

wonder whatever happened to that project. 
City manager, David Pasquale said he isn't quite sure, but 

made some inquiries and discovered that the project appar- Area Schools' taxes at no fee but is able to keep the interest 
ently had just fallen through the cracks. earned during the bank deposit before distributing these 

monies. 

The city approves the final amended agreement for the 
Property Tax Administration System's (PTAS) upgrade 
project. 

A reimbursement resolution related to the purchase of a 
new pumper fire truck was approved by the Lowell City 
Council. 

The council approves the purchase of the tanker fire truck 
from Spencer Manufacturing at a cost of $283,415 back in 
October. 

A $100,000 grant from the Lowell Area Community 
Fund (Englehardt) was received toward the purchase. 

The balance ($ 185,000) will be divided between the city 
of Lowell and the townships of Vergennes and Lowell. 

A bid of $1,000 for the house at 504 E. Main Street was 
accepted by the city council. 

The bid, the only one received by the city, was forwarded 
by Roger Cahoon. The $ 1,000 bid was the minimum accept-
able bid. 

He will be expected to meet all permit requirements for 
the move and the house-moving requirements adopted by the 
city earlier in the year. 

City manager, Dave Pasquale said it would have cost the 
city $3-$4,000 to have the housed razed. 

Lowell's Mike Roudabush (left) and Tom and Mel-
issa Roudabush, right, visit with Jay Leno Thanksgiv-
ing Eve on the set of the Tonight Show. 

December 5,2001 

What local power companies called essential public ser-
vice, area Vergennes Township residents view as a threat to 
rural space and its land's integrity. 

Old antiquated poles, 69,000 volt lines and insulators 
currently used by Lowell Light and Power need to be 
upgraded to ensure ample voltage is available to serve its 
customers. 

The proposal is an addition of transmission lines from the 
Vergennes/Marquette 138,000 volt line to a Lowell Light & 
Power line north of Foreman. 

Construction of the transmission lines and Bowes Road 
substation, while ensuring proper voltage, will be costly. The 
cost to LL&P will be approximately $4 million. The Lowell 
utility company currently pays Wolverine roughly $ 13,000 a 
month to transfer the power from Consumers Power to LL&P. 
That cost will be eliminated once the lines and substation are 
constructed. 

Many residents affected by the proposal turned to 
Vergennes Township for help. 

Brian Ricksgers, township resident, said the construction 
of the transmission line will have a direct impact on him. 
"Changing the landscape impacts residents' lives. It will 
destroy our open space and the natural integrity of our land," 
he said. "I also have environmental, stray voltage and light-
ning concerns." 

In the early '70s, Consumers Power purchased easement 
rights for the disputed five-six-mile stretch from the land 
owners. Subsequently, homes have been built in the area. 

While some latitude exists as to how much land will be 
cleared, the route used is no longer in question. 

. 

Santa was once again the honored the guest at this 
year's Christmas Parade. 

Taking a page from its beneficiary, three local bands 
raised money to help an organization that has done great 
things for many years. 

Scragg Zoster. Alive & Well and the Great Lakes Band 
held a "Rockin' Reunion" on Nov. 24 with the proceeds going 
to the American Red Cross. 

The event, held at Larkin's Other Place, raised $2,000. 
"Once we've successfully sold all the shirts printed up for the 
event, we expect that number to rise to $4,000," said event 

coordinator. Rick Seese. 
The event gathered an audience of 230 people. 

December 12,2001 

The Lowell Board of Education requests that the city of 
Lowell collect the district's summer taxes levied upon prop-
erty located within the boundaries of the city. 

As part of a continuing resolution, the city collects Lowell 

The Lowell High School Men ' s Club has raised 
nearly $2,000 for school, communi ty and world chari-
ties this vear. 

The club was founded with the intent of funding 
charit ies across our communi tv and the world, and to 
better the lives of students at LHS, according to its ward 
chancellor, Chr is Michael. 

On Friday, high school girls were invited to bid on 
members of the club for an evening with a member / 
members on Dec. 8 at the Chr i s tmas Dance. Winning 
bids ranged anywhere f rom $35-$ 160. 

When through, the club had raised $1,206 for Flat 
River Out reach Ministries. The auction was held dur -
ing seminar and was the thi rd fundra i se r held by the 
club so fa r this school vear. 

In September , the Men ' s Club held a car bash. 
Monies were also collected dur ing a fall dance for 

the Red Cross. 
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Kyle Nichol, age 10 
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301 E. MAIN STREET 
LOWELL, MICHIGAN 

897-8457 

IVE THE GIFT THAT KEEPS 

GIVING ALL YEAR ROUND! 

Give them a gift subscription to 

The Lowell Ledger 
Do you know someone who has everything? And you can never 

think of something to give them for Christmas? How about a 
subscription to the Lowell Ledger? It's a perfect gift! 

Now it's easier than ever to play Santa. Just mail in the order form 
here. You can even be billed for it year after year. That way you will 

not have to think of new gifts for each Christmas! 

Local News 1 

Lowell Area School News 1 

L.H.S. Sports 4 

Area Births 1 

Many Weekly Columns 
./ j 

• Classified and Display Advertising 

Service News 
College News 
Engagements 
Coming Events 

Use this convenient form to mail to us with payment! 
Lowell Ledger, PO Box 128, Lowell, MI 49331 

r 
Fill this side out for the person you are giving the 

subscription to 

Name: 

Address: 

C i t y : State: Zip: 

o In Kent County -1 year O Out Kent County-1 year 
$12.50 $17.50 

n in Kent C o u n t y - 2 years O Out Kent County -2 years 
W $23.00 ' ' $33.00 

Seniors deduct $1 from the above total 

Fill this side out if you would like to be billed for the 
subscription each year 

N a m e : 

A d d r e s s : 

C i t v : S t a t e : Z i p : 

We a l so s e n d the p e r s o n y o u are g i v i n g the s u b s c r i p t i o n to 

a C h r i s t m a s card, l e t t ing t h e m k n o w that y o u h a v e g i v e n 

t h e m a gi f t s u b s c r i p t i o n to the L o w e l l Ledger . P l e a s e let u s 

k n o w h o w y o u w o u l d l ike the card s i g n e d . 
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S c a v e n g e r H u n t l e a d s S c o u t s 

t h r o u g h L o w e l l ' s H i s t o r y 

Cub Scout Troop 3188 took a little scavenger hunt inside the Lowell 
Area Historical Museum in search of facts regarding Lowell's 
history. The pack was divided up into two person teams. Each 
group was given a list of questions about items in various rooms of 
the museum. The questions were drawn up by Judy Straub and 
Luanne Kaeb. Following the hunt the troop members gathered in 
the museum's meeting room for snacks and closing. Each troop 
member and its leader, Bruce T. Doll received a Lowell Museum 
pencil to remember their evening at the museum. 

A D V E R T I S E 
* 

IN T H E 

LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
* . $ £ £ 6 0 4s Low as pER 

Call 897-9261 j 

Buy life insurance and save 
on your home and car. 

1 
[hen you buy your l ife insuranee f r om us 

' t h rough Au to -Owners Insurance, you ' l l 

"receive special discounts on your home, 

mobi le home or car insurance. s 

We' l l save you money. As an yT 

independent Au to -Owners agent. 

we take great interest in 

you - as wel l as your home and 

car. We are specialists 

in insur ing people and the 

things they own. 

vfuto-Owners Insurance y * v = 

- < V.v,' 

Speerstra 

Agency 
835 W, Main St. 
Lowell, Ml 49331 

897-9259 
(800)804.3322 Dale Triplett 

A Compiole 
Machine Shop 

S«rv! 

h o w b o a t 

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC. 

6 1450 W. Main St., Lowell, Ml g S 
T ( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 9 2 3 1 « 

HOURS; MON • FR 8-7; SAT 8-5:30; SUN 9-3 M 

STOP SUFFERING! 
2 1 6 E . M a i n S t . , L o w e l l 

( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 7 6 6 8 

A CORPORATE, BUSINESS 
& PERSONAL TAX PREPARATIONS 

& BUSINESS START-UP & CONSULTING 
T PAYROLL AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

HOURS: 
M O N - FRI 9 AM - 6 PM • SATURDAY 9 AM • 1 PM 

Others By Appointment 

T h o m e t 

SERVICE HOURS: M, T, TH i FR18-5; WED • 8-8 

Denny Hawk 

T O W I N G 
Nights & Weekends 

F A S T 

R E S P O N S E 

Safe SUV Towing 

8 6 8 - H A W K 
(4295) 

We Successfully Treat: 
• Whiplash 
• Neck Pain 
• All Headaches 
• Auto Injuries 
• Back Pain 
• Numb Hands/Arms 
• Sports Injuries 
• Work Injuries 

See a Specialist and See Results! 

8 9 7 - 4 9 9 9 

DOCTORS 

CHIROPRACTIC 
Dr. Anthony Trembly 

BILL WHEELER 
Certified Public 

Accountant 
M I C H I G A N 

103 Riverside Dr. 
Lowell, Michigan 

4 9 3 3 1 

616-897-7711 

i 

From Hospital to Home 
The professional staff at The Laurels of Kent can assist you in your transition f rom hospital to home. 
With our comprehensive rehabilitation programs, we specialize in helping you regain physical 
independence after your stay in the hospital. We work with your physician to design an individualized 
"care plan" to help you achieve the fullest recovery and return home as soon as possible. 

LAURELS OF KENT 
550 N. Center • Lowell, MI 49331 

Call us at 897-8473 
for information on how 

Medicare can cover your rehab stay. 

A d a 

3 • 
o 

Bl f 
3 

2. 
3 
r 

ThaLa«nU 
of Kent 

s 
-« 

w 2 
Main St. 

1 
l on ia 

To 1 -96 

PREVIEW 
PROPERTIES.COM 

CALL 
JERRY HALE 

8 9 7 - 0 2 2 9 
or 1-800-515-7763 

Jerry is a full-time 

professional who will serve 

all your real estate needs. 
An imJrpciHJmiljr owned and ufxnini member of T V Prulcniul Rril FiUK Afliluirv Inc 

m 

C O U L D B E S A V I N G 
$ $ $ $ $ 

ISINQ IN THIS SPACEIil 

JB HARRISON INSURANCE AGENCY 
COMPETITIVE AUTO RATES 

Sincs-| Hastings Mutual 
Insurance Company 
Hastings. Michigan 

1 8 8 5 www.hastingsmu(ual.com 

Daniel Urich Judy Harrison 
6090 Alden Nash, Alto 868-0050 

I 

YOU CAN ADVERTISE 

YOUR BUSINESS IN THIS 

SPACE FOR ONLY 

S 6 6 0
 PER WEEK 

k 

K r , 

• tm-

•y 
V -
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T i e a MADD Ribbon on a 

visible part of your car to show 

others your support TO STOP 

Drunk Driving and your 

commitment to DRIVE SOBER! 

S1 * a ^ 

T 

"m 
MADD 

MADD of 
K E N T COUNTY 

146 Monroe Center N.W. 
456-MADD 

PICK UP YOUR RED RIBBON 

AT ANY OF THESE BUSINESSES 

PUT THE 
BRAKES 
ON DRUNK 
DRIVING 

YMCA 
323 W. Main 

8 9 7 - 8 4 4 5 

mm AUTO PARTS 

2240 W. Main 
Lowell 

8 9 7 - 9 2 3 4 

R » M P A 

LOWELL 
7 4 6 W. MAIN 

8 9 7 - 6 2 0 0 

YOUR CHRYSLER 
SUPER STORE 

PfimfAS 
930 West Main St. 

Lowell, Ml 

8 9 7 - 9 2 8 1 

F A M I L Y F A R E 
B J F O ? M A I t M r T S 

GREAT 
D&m 

FAMILY M A R K E T S 

2153 W. Main 
Lowell, Ml 

8 9 7 - 4 1 0 6 

ICNB 
Hometown Banking 

www.icnb.com 
2 6 0 2 W. Main 

897-6171 

H A R O L D 
Z E I G L E R 
F O R D 

L O W E L L 

11979 E. Fulton, Lowell, MI 

8 9 7 - 8 4 3 1 

"A Family Tradition Since 1945" 
*724 E. MAIN 

LOWELL 
897-8455 " 

Fifth Third Bank 
HirJ To Uc Thr »>nly H«i< Y.'&l r>«r S.-tJ' 

2230 West Main St. 
Lowell, Ml 

8 9 7 - 1 8 0 5 

r c t i c . I n c . 

LOWELL HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
1301 Bowes Rd. • Lowell 
Free Estimates • Since 1984 

8 9 7 - 4 1 2 3 

CITY OF 
LOWELL 
3 0 1 E . M A I N 

897-8457 

A N I M A L 

H O S P I T A L 

O F L O W E L L 

11610 E. Fulton 

897-8484 

JAMES E. 
REAGAN, 

D.D.S. 
207 West Main 

897-7179 

Lowell lanes 
11550 E. Fulton, 

Lowell, Ml 

897-8443 
CHIVIOLIT 

Thomet 
CHEVRDUET B U I C K 

1250 W. Main 
Lowell 

897-9294 

GERST 
FUNERAL HOMES 
Advanced Funeral Planning Specialists 

ROTH-GERST 
305 N. Hudson, Lowell 

897-7101 

O'BRIEN-EGGEBEEN-GERST 
3980 Cascade Rd, S.E., Grand Rapids 

949-7350 

S P E E R S T R A 

I N S U R A N C E 

897-9259 
u H a s t i n g s M u t u a l 
^ I r m i r a n c e C o m p a n y 

UWr.mJv rtLmf until vn« nicd us 

835 W. MAIN 
Dale & Nancy Triplett 

Agents 

& lowboat 
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC. 

Auto 
Value 

tiTtrt-winn't 

1450 W. Main, Lowell, Ml 
(616) 897-9231 

OLDS PONTIAC GMC 

749 West Main 

897-9227 

STATE FARM 
INSURANCE 
Roger Chapman 

217 West Main 

897-9237 

http://www.icnb.com
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Notices in The Ledger's "Com-

ing Events" are free of charge 

to any nonprofit organization 

in the Lowell, Ada. Alto, and 

Saranac areas We prefer 

such notices to be kept brief 

and to be submitted by mail, 

but will accept notices by 

phone at 897-9261. 

EVERY MONTH: The Flat 
River Snowmobile Club 
meets at the clubhouse at 
11841 Potters Rd. just east 
of Montcalm Ave. For 
meeting dates and times 
call 897-5015. Guests are 
welcome. 

1ST SUN. OF EACH 
MON.: Family Council of 
Laurels of Kent volunteer 
group meets at 3 p.m. to 
discuss enhancing the 
lives of residents and staff, 
promoting a more pleas-
ant living and working 
environment in the home. 
Public is invited to attend. 

EVERY MON.: Lowell 
High School Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes and 
Friends - meets from 7-
8:30 p.m. in members' 
homes. See poster in high 
school cafeteria or call 
676-1355 for details. 

SECOND MON. OF EACH 
MONTH: Fallasburg His-
torlcal Society holds its 
monthly board meeting in 
the meeting room of Engle-
hardt Library at 7 p.m. 
Public invited. 

SECOND MON. OF EACH 
MONTH: The Lowell 
Board of Education meets 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Admin-
istration Building, former 
Runciman Elementary, 
300 High Street. 

SECOND MON. OF EACH 
MONTH: The Bowne 
Township Historical Soci-
ety holds its regular 
meetings at the Historical 
Museum at 84th and Alden 
Nash, 7:30 p.m. 

MON. OR TUES.: Cub 
Scouts for boys in 1 st - 5th 
grades, in Alto or in Loweii. 
Contact Terry Amidon at 
897-8751 for more infor-
mation. 

FOURTH MONDAY OF 
EACH MONTH: American 
Legion Clark-Ellis Post 152 
at Lowell V.F.W. Hall, 307 
E. Main St. at 8 p.m. 

EVERY 1ST MON.: V.F.W. 
Post #8303 meets at 
V.F.W. Clubroom, 307 E. 
Main St., Lowell, 7:30 p.m. 

EVERY MON.: Boy Scout 
Troop 102, for boys 11 & 
up or completing the 5th-
grade, meet 7to 8:30 p.m. 
during the school year in 
the Scout Cabin at the end 
of N. Washington St. En-
joy activities like hiking and 

camping and learn skills 
that can4ast a lifetime. For 
infor call Terry Cavanaugh, 
868-6481. 

TUES.: Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly Tops Ml#372 
meets at Key Heights Mo-
bile Home Park Community 
Building. Weigh-ins at 5:45 
p.m. 

TUES.: Flat River 
Woodcarvers meet at 
LAAC from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. New members wel-
come. 

1ST TUES.: Adults with 
AD/HD at Calvin College,7-
9 p.m. No cost. All welcome. 
For info, call Gary Engle at 
897-6325 or 248-2423. 

1ST TUES.: WINGS Par-
ent Group meetings from 
7:30 to 9 p.m., usually in 
Board Room at 300 High 
St. Business meetings are 
on odd months & program 
meetings on even months. 
Open to any interested 
parents. 

EVERY SECOND & 
FOURTH TUES.: Knights 
of Columbus #7719 meets 
St. Mary School, 7:30 p.m. 

EVERY SECOND TUES.: 
L o w e l l Masonic Lodge 

regular meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
at the Masonic Center, 119 
Lincoln Lake, Lowell. All 
Masons are welcome. 

EVERY 1 ST& 3RDTUES.: 
Lowell Lions Club meets at 
6:30 p.m. at Look Memo-
rial Fire Station, S. Hudson. 

EVERY 3RD TUES.: Par-
ents of children with AD/ 
HD Issues Group meeting 
at St. Luke's Lutheran 
Church, 32156 4 Mile NE 
(& E. Beltline) at 7 p.m. 
Call Linda at 874-5662. For 
teen group info., call Sarah 
281-6588. 

EVERY 1ST TUES: Adults 
with AD/HD Issues Group 
meeting at Calvin College 
Rm. 206 of the Commons 
bldg. For information call 
Connie 942-6887. 

EVERY OTHER WED.: 
6:45-8:45 p.m. G.E.M.S. 
Girls Club - Calvary Chris-
tian Reformed Church. 
Girlsages8-13. 897-8694. 

EVERY WED.: Pioneer 
Clubs 6:30-8 p.m. Ever-
green Missionary Church, 
10501 Settlewood Dr. Chil-
dren ages 4 thru 7th grade. 
Call 897-5894 for details. 

WED.: 8 p.m. ALANON 
meets at Lowell Congre-
gational Church basement. 

EVERY WED.: Rotary 
meets at noon at Lowell 
Masonic Temple. 

EVERY WED.: The "Pep-
pers" (senior adults) meets 
at Franciscan Life Process 
Center from 1-3:30 p.m. 
$10 per week. Transporta-
tion available. Call Pat at 
897-7842. 

EVERY SECOND WED.: 
Grand Rapids Machine 
Knitters Club meets at 
Kentwood Library, 4799 
Kalamazoo Ave. SE at 1 
p.m. Call Sara Coates 365-
1247 or Bette Frieswyk at 
949-8655 for info. 

EVERY SECOND WED.: 
G.F.W.C. Lowell Women's 
Club meets at 12 p.m. in 
the community room at 
Schneider Manor, 725 
Bowes Rd. 

EVERY FOURTH WED.: 
Elderly volunteers needed 
to participate in the 
Intergenerational program 
with school-age children 
from Lowell in seasonal 
activities. Times available: 
9:45 to 10:45 a.m. or 12:45 
to 1:45 p.m. Call Sister Col-
leen Ann Nagle, F.S.E. at 
the Franciscan Child De-
velopment Center, 
897-7842. 

EVERY FOURTH WED.: 
Support group for Periph-
eral neuropathy meets at 4 
p.m. at St. Paul's Anglican 
Church, 2560 Lake Michi-
gan Dr. N.W., Grand 
Rapids. Call 897-9794. 

EVERY WED.: Overeaters 
Anonymous, 7:30 p.m. at 
Forest Hills Presbyterian 
Church, 7495 Cascade Rd. 
(at 36th St.) No fees, no 
dues, no weigh-ins. 

EVERYTHURS.: TakeOff 
Pounds Sensibly Tops Ml 
No. 333, Saranac, meets 
at the Saranac Public Li-
brary. Weigh-ins at 6:45 
p.m. 

THURS.: Weight Watch-
ers meets at Lowell 
Nazarene Church, 201 N. 
Washington, at 5:30 and 
7 p.m. Registration begins 
1/2 hour before meetings. 
New members are i nvited 
to join at any time. Cal l l -
800-651-6000. 

EVERY THURS. - St. 
Mary's Pregnancy Crisis 
Center, 402 Amity St., non-
denominational help for 
pregnant women and ado-
lescents at the school. 
From 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.; on 
Mondays from 5:30 - 8 
p.m. Phone 897-9393. 

FIRST AND THIRD 
THURS.: The Alto Lions 
Club meets at Bowne Cen-
ter Fellowship Hall, corner 
of 84th & M-50 (Alden 
Nash) at 7 p.m. 

EVERY 2ND THURS.: 
N.A.R.F.E. meets 1:30p.m. 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
2700 E. Fulton. 

EVERY THURS.: Saranac 
Community and Area Mu-
sic Makers at Saranac High 
School. Choir: 6:30 - 7:30 
p.m.; Band: 7:30-8:15 p.m. 
Call Kathy at 642-6316/ 
897-5981 for info. 

EVERY SECOND 
THURS.: Lowell V.F.W. 
Auxiliary #8303 meets at 
3:30 p.m. at the V.F.W. 
Post, 307 W. Main St., Low-
ell. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
Parents Supporting Par-
ents-support group at 
Franciscan Life Process 
Center offers topics and 
discussion for parents of 
children all ages. Call 897-
7842 for time. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
Royal Arch Masons regu-
lar meeting at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Lowell Masonic Cen-
ter, 119 Lincoln Lake, 
Lowell. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
LaLeche League of Ada, 
Cascade & Lowell meets at 
6:30 p.m. for socializing; 
meeting at 7 p.m. Mother to 
mother support for preg-
nant & breastfeeding 
women. Nursing children 
are welcome to attend. Lo-
cated at a church in Ada. 
Please call 752-8300 for 
more information. 

SECOND SAT. OF EV-
ERY MONTH: The Ada 
Historical Society meets a t ' 
the Averill Historical Mu-
seum of Ada, 7144 Headley 
at 1 p.m. 

SECOND THURS. OF 
EACH MONTH: Geneal-
ogy - The Alto Family Tree 
Club meets at Alto Public 
Library from 6:30 p.m. - 8 
p.m. 

ONCE A MONTH SAT.: 
Franciscan Life Process 
Center program for siblings 
of children with special 
needs, ages 5-15 from 1 -4 
p.m. Activities include cook-
ing, music, arts, crafts, etc. 
Call Sister Mary Margaret 
897-7842 to register and 
find out dates. 

EVERY FRI. & SAT.: 
Averill Historical Museum 
of Ada at 7144 Headley is 
open from 1 to 4 p.m. Open 
other times by appoint-
ment. Call 676-9346. 

LOWELL AREA HISTORI-
CAL MUSEUM HOURS:-
Tues.,Sat.&Sun.: 1-4p.m.; 
Thurs., 1-8 p.m. Families: 
$10; individuals $3; ages 
5-17 $1.50; members are 
free. 

ENGLEHARDT LIBRARY 
HOURS: Mon.-Wed.,12-
8 p.m.; Thurs. & Fri.: 9:30 
a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sat.: 9:30 
a.m. -2:30 p.m. 

WOMEN OF THE 
MOOSE: Business meet-
ing held the third Monday 
of each month at 7:30 p.m. 

LOWELL AREA ARTS 
COUNCIL: Open Tues., 
Wed. & Fri.: noon - 5 p.m.; 
Thurs.: noon-7 p.m.; Sat.: 
1-4 p.m. 149 S. Hudson. 

FRI., DEC. 21: Benefit at 
Larkin's Other Place from 
7-11 p.m. to help 3 Lowell 
area families who lost their 
home to fire on Nov. 28. 
Food and raffles; dona-
tions accepted. 

SAT., DEC. 22: Past Ma-
trons of Cyclamen Chapter 
#94 OES meet at Bill & 
Nancy Wood's for Christ-
mas potluck. Husbands 
invited. Bring a dish to pass 
and Teddy Bear for the 
Hug-A-Bear program. Eat 
at 6 p.m. Social time be-
fore dinner; meat/ 
beverage furnished. 

ONGOING: There is a new 
location for the drop-off of 
newspapers and phone 
books for the Lowell girls 
softball team. The truck 
has been moved to the 
Family Fare parking lot. 

TUES., JAN. 8: Lowell 
Area Historical Museum 
docent training at 7 p.m. If 
interested in volunteering, 
call Judy at 897-7688. 

REMOTE CAR STARTERS 
W/2 REMOTES 

Up to 300 f t . of range ....$149.99 
Basic installation included - some vehicles require extra parts 

INC. 

Car Stereo & Truck Accessories j 

'never go second best' 

1 1 3 9 0 E. Fulton • 897-8411 

FIRSTTHURS.: 4-H drama 
club examines theater-re-
lated topics, creative and 
personal development 
skills. Meetings held at 
Lowell Middle School choir 
room. For information call 
897-1502 after 5 p.m. 

SECOND SAT.: Lowell 
Amateur Radio Club meets 
at Lowell High School. 9 
a.m. social gathering; 10 
a.m. meeting. LARC spon-
sors the 145.27 MHz area 
radio repeater system. 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

LOWELL SENIOR NEIGHBORS CALENDAR 
897-5949 

MON.: 8:30 a.m. Walk at 
Woodland Mall. 

TUES.: 8:30 a.m. Walk at 
Woodland Mall; 1 p.m. 
Bible Study. 

WED.: Varied activities. 

THURS.: 9 a.m. Walk/ 
Shop at the Malls; 9:30 
a.m. Crafts; 1 p.m. Eu-
chre. 

FRI.: 8:30 a.m. Walk at 
Woodland Mall. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

WED., DEC. 19: 8 a.m. 
Women's breakfast; 
10:30 Advisory Council; 
12:40 p.m. Shopping at 
Family Fare. 

THURS., DEC. 20: Noon: 
Dance. 

FRI., DEC.21:12:40p.m. 
Program by Christian Life 
Center. 

MON. & TUES., DEC. 24 
& 25: Center closed. 

THURS., DEC. 27:12:4C 
p.m. Shopping afte 
Christmas Special!!! 

FRI., DEC. 28: 12:40 
Bingo. 

MON., DEC. 31: Cente 
open. 

TUES., JAN. 1: Happ: 
New Year!!! Cente 
Closed. 

vt* i 
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/MPPy HOLIDAYS FROM THE LOWELL LEDGER 

ErraiM itekadiziteEjrmAm 

HELP 
WANTED 

EXTRA!!! TVU^ijdttfEXnWI! 

WRECKER DRIVER 
WANTED - Full-time on-call 
basis. Good driving record, 
clean cut & dependable. 
Must be 21 years or older. 
CDL required. Send 
resume & references to: 
PO Box 7, Lowell, Ml 49331. 

BOOKKEEPER - Nonprofit 
seeks exp. person to per-

form bookkeeping func-

tions & manage accounting 

database. Responsibilities 

include accounts payable, 

payroll, bank reconciliation, 

tax reporting, data system 

management, main-

tenance of accounting files, 

misc. office assistance. 

$13.75/hr. 12 hrs/week 

average. Additional when 

required. Open until filled. 

Submit resume & cover let-

ter to North Country Trail, 

229 E. Main St., Lowell, Ml 

49331. For complete 
description 897-5987 or 
www.northcountry-
trall.org/job.htm. 

DRIVER - CDLB drivers 

needed. Looking for depend-

able, customer service orient-

ed person w/chauffer's CDLB, 

or COLA license, full time and 

part time. Benefits (full time) 

good working enviroment, 
also hiring nights and wee-

kends. Call 248-7729. 

HELP NEEDED - Someone 

to care for my cat while on 

vacation in Jan. Must be reli-

able & trustworthy. Call 897-

7845. 

UNEMPLOYMENT BENE-
F ITS B E E N D E N I E D ? 
ASSISTA N C E I S 
POSSIBLE! - 1-231- 773-

8529 OR 1-800-305-2899. 

WANTED BABYSITTER - 3 

to 4 days a week. Must be 

experienced, non-smoker, for 
our 8 month old son. Please 

call 897-7538. 

S M A L L B USINESS 
LOOKING - for experienced 

bookkeeper. Part-time, flexi-

ble hours. Send resume and 

wage requirements to: P O 

Box 7, Lowell. Ml 49331. 

QUEEN LOG BED - Amish 

made, w/mattresses. Bought 
new, never used. Cost $900, 

sell $185. 517-626-7089. 

REDMAN -Huge, new, 1100 

sq. ft., 4 bedroom, 2 bath 

home. Lots of upgrades! 
$29,900 includes delivery & 

set up! Limited time. Low 

down - problem credit OK. 
Call Modern Homes, 1-800-
479-4761. 

FOR SALE - 7 year old reg-

istered Standard bred, rides 
& drives, good home only. 

$1,500. Call 897-0380 after 
8 p.m. 

D E A L E R O U T OF 
BUSINESS - All 10 models 

must go by Jan. 10. New & 

used 3 & 4 bedroom homes 
at wholesale cost. No money 

down. Call 1-800-615-1224. 

MANUFACTURED HOME -
1997 Fleetwood, le'XSO'. 3 

bd, 2 ba, vinyl windows, 

fresh paint, new carpet, 

$26,999/o.b.o. Cal l Dave 

616-682-9448 or 616-822-
2318. 

BERBER CARPET -700 sq. 

ft. Bought new, never used. 

Oatmeal, very durable. Cost 

$1,000, sell, $420 (60c a 

foot), 989-227-2986. 

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY -
first $500 down gets 3 or 4 

bedroom home in country 

setting. E-Z terms, land con-

tracts available. Call 1-800-

615-1224. 

FOR SALE - 7 year old reg-

istered Standard bred, rides 

& drives, good home only. 
$1,500. Call 897-0380 after 
8 p.m. 

FOR SALE - 1998 red 

Pontiac Sunfire, low miles, 

$7,000 obo. Call 987-9140. 

EXTRA!!! EXTRA!!! 

FOR 
SALE 

EXTRA!!! EXTRA!!! 

FOR 
SALE 

EXTRA!!! EXTRA!!! 

BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

FOR SALE - Pellet stove 

insert for fireplace, only used 
1 year. Call 897-9440. 

DISH NETWORK - FREE 

EQUIPMENT. FREE BASIC 

INSTALLATION. Choice of 

100 or 150 channels. Call 

Tom at 616-897-2016 for 
more details. 

FOR SALE - washer & dryer, 

Kenmore gas dryer, $35; 

Roper washer, heavy duty, 5 

cycle, 5 years old, $100. Call 
868-7018. 

TEXAS TRUCK FOR SALE!! 
- 1981 GMC, 4X4, solid! No 

rust, runs great, high perfor-

mance engine, needs fly-

wheel & either passenger 

window or replace the door. 

$3,500 obo. 897-2672 or 
(616) 308-9941. 

'85 JEEP CHEROKEE -
drive train parts, 5 spd. 

manual transmission. New 

parts, transfer case for same, 

new clutch assembly, new 

slave cylinder, new master 

cylinder, $425 for all. Also, 

Little Tikes playhouse, paid 
$250, asking $150. Call 897-

8953. 

KING AMISH LOG BED -
Includes mattresses (bought 

new, never used). Cost 
$1,200, sell $250. 517-626-

7089. 

1996 CHEVY BLAZER -
excellent condition, great 

buy, $6,900. Call 616-453-
3776. 

IN 
MEMORIAM 

QUALITY COLLISION 
REPAIRS - Let Bob's 
Body Shop repair your 
vehicle to factory spe-
cifications, using their 
new electronic measur-
ing machine along with 
expert paint matching. 
Rental cars available 
while yours is being 
fixed. Call 897-9040 for 
details. 

IN MEMORIAM 
In loving memory of 

Michael Horsley 

who passed away 

Dec. 24, 1997 at age 33. 
We miss and love you very 

much, we talk about you too. 

We still shed tears of joy^ for 

all the happy times we had 
with you. 

Mother, sisters 

& brothers 

EXTRA!!! lidiiMLsater EXTRA!!! 

WANTED 

WANTED - Airline miles to 

buy. Travel roundtrip from 

Dallas, TX to Grand Rapids, 

Ml. Need as many as possi-
ble for travel dates anytime 

between now and May 31, 

2002. Please call (616) 897-
2672 eve. 

LAND FOR SALE - 1 acre, 

Lowell schools, 24x24 build-

ing, Conklin Rd. 233-3286. 

FOR SALE - 1950 Farming 

tractor. For more info, call 

642-9526, ask for Dave. 

•93 RANGER SUPERCAB -
4x4, 5 spd, 4.0, air, cruise, 

stereo, alum, wheels, new 
tires, 85,000 miles. Nice 

shape. $6,000. Call 897-

9062. 

EXTRA!!! IkLaalLriKr EXTRA!!! 

BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

DOG & CAT GROOMING -
Located in Fallasburg Park. 

Full service, small or large 

dogs & cats. Evening 

appointments available. Call 

anytime. Pickup available for 

shut ins. Senior discount 

15%. Call 794-9614. 

BED & BREAKFAST 
McGee Homestead. 
Gracious accommodations 
for your out-of-town guests. 
Gift Certificates available. 
Call 616-897-8142 or 
www.iserv.net/-mcgeebb. 

THE YMCA WHERE KIDS 
CAN BE KIDS - has open-

ings in childcare. Child 

Development Center. Infant-

kinder. 897-4371; Cherry 

Creek Elementary 2nd-5th 

grade. 897-2688. Enroll 

today and experience the Y 
quality for yourself. 

QUICKBOOKS 
BOOKKEEPING SERVICE 
- and advisor, Call Kathy 

897-0686. 

CLEANING SERVICE -
Affordable rates. 1 time job 

or weekly - bi weekly. Homes 
or businesses, yearly con-

tract available. 12 years 

experience, several referenc-

es. Call Deb Saganek, 897-
0273 or 897-7608. 

TOWING - Servicing 
Lowell & surrounding 
areas. Flat bed & 
wrecker. Tire changes, 
Jump starts, Lock outs, 
24 Hr. service. Call 
Lincoln Lake Autos 
897-9040. 

DISCOUNT 
MANUFACTURED HOMES 
- Repossessed, late model 

homes offered at discounted 

prices. Some like new. Some 

fixer uppers. Financing avail-

able. All offers considered. 

Call 616-682-9448 or 616-
822-2318. 

SEASONED FIREWOOD -
available in face or full cord. 

Delivered. 676-1941. 

NEED FINANCING - for that 

car, truck or ATV? Call 

Independent Bank's 24-hour 

EZ Loan By Phone number 

to apply for a loan! Call 1-

877-535-0765. 

REPOSSESSED 
MANUFACTURED HOME -
1997 Fleetwood, 3 bedroom, 

2 bath, $263/month, $1,450 

down to qualified buyer. Call 

616-682-9448 or 616-822-
2318. 

HAWLEY S HASSLE FREE 
- housekeeping. Call Pam at 
616-754-7803. 

JUNK/STUFF/VEHICLES 
HAULED/MOVED - some for 

free. General c leanup & 

repair. Free estimates, 9-6. 
897-6892. 

TRY A 
CLASSIFIED! 

FOX & A.C.T. SHOCK 
SERVICE - I'll do your sea-
sonal maintenance. Change 

oi l , n i t rogen recharge , 

replace cap seals & internal 

piston 0-ring, only $35 per 

shock. Mark. 868-7186. 

SHORT-STOP DAYCARE 
OPENINGS - Lowel l & 

Saranac school area. 24 

hrs./5 days. Call 897-4319. 

C O M P U T E R H O U S E 
C A L L S - hardware & 

software repairs, upgrades 

in your home/business or 
mine. 682-9712. 

http://www.iserv.net/-mcgeebb
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Local company merges with First Class Auto Center 
In an effort lo improve 

their quality of product and 
service. Top Notch Auto De-
tailing and First Class Auto 
Center have merged. 

John M u h a who has 
owned and operated Top 
Notch Auto Detailing for the 
past three years sold to Randy 
Hutson. owner of First Class 
Auto Center. 

"I will be staying on as 

manager." Muha said. "All 
my other employees have also 

stayed on." 
The merge became offi-

cial on Dec. 1. 
Hutson has been in the 

automotive retailing business 
for 12 years. He has three 
locally owned stores with in-

dividual stores in Ohio and 

South Carolina. 
"The merge provides us 

with additional buying power 
and enables us to enhance the 
quality of service and prod-
uct," Hutson said. "Custom-
ers will continue to get top of 
the line service and warran-

ties." 

First Class Auto Center 
will offer full car detailing, 

full electronics (stereos»and 
remote starters), video player 

systems, full line of car and 
truck accessor ies , perfor-
mance parts, full glass re-
placement, spray-in bedliners, 
window tinting, truck toppers 
and sun roofs. 

With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 
Jim Lang & Kevin Miller 

Former Top Notch Auto Detailing owner, John Muha has merged his company with 
First Class Auto Center (owner Randy Hutson). 

S SAT EMBE^22nd 

In YOiff Pockets." 

A U T O C E N T E R S 
Locally Owned & Operated For 12 Years 

An Industry Pioneer In Remote Car Starters 

r 

Remote Car Starter 
What a treat not having to scrape off ice 

& snow or going out in a hot car! 

"Don't be fooled by the competition! 
If we can 7 satisfy your remote car starter needs it's FREE." 

< 0 « Owner, ixojiiu, Hutson 

Stocking 
Staffers 

Great for 
/ a m i 7 y vacations 

Video Systems 
For all vehicles 

ArmorJEane 

From 
Installed 

We also carry a new line of 
audio products to enhance 
any vehicle's sound system! 

c, i\ascar 
Key Chains 

$ 0 9 5 

Bugshields 

$ 4 9 9 5 

Gift 
Certificates 

Also 
Available 

Spray-On 

Truck Liners 
We'll match any color 
Guaranteed to last! 

Grand Rapids N.E. • 365-2080 

From 
Colors Extra 

Choose from many other bed liners to fit any truck 

Kentwood S.E. • 554-k W H i Lowell • 897-7561 
liTM<:lassl?.tn 

SEIZURE DISORDER (EPILEPSY) 

A seizure is defined as 

a b n o r m a l , uncon t ro l l ab le 
movements or behavior that 
are caused by unusual elec-
tric activity in the brain. Epi-
lepsy is the word we use to 
describe the syndrome a pa-

tient has if he or she has sei-
zures. 

Epilepsy can be caused 
in several ways. It can be in-
herited. It can be caused by 
an injury to the brain. Very 
often the cause is not known. 
It is fairly common, affecting 
one out of every 100 people. 
In the United States about 
two million people have epi-
lepsy. 

Se i zu re s can a lso be 
caused by medications or il-
licit drug use. Overdosing on 
either prescription medica-
tion or illegal substances can 
induce a seizure. Brain disor-

ders like tumors oraneurysms 
can also cause seizures. 

. The diagnosis of epilepsy 
is usually made by perform-
ing a brain wave test or EEC. 
This test can detect abnor-

malities in the brain waves 

which can indicate the loca-
• tion and type of seizure the 

patient is having. 

Fortunately, many effec-
tive medications are available 

to treat epilepsy. Excellent 
control of seizures is possible 
in over 70 percent of patients 

with epilepsy. Depending on 

the type of seizures the pa-
tient is having, surgery may 
also be an option. 

For more information 
about epilepsy, you may con-

tact: The Epilepsy Founda-
tion of America at 1-800-
EFA-1000. 

Benefit Friday for house fire victims 

Three Lowell-area fami-
lies lost their home to fire on 
Nov. 28. 

There will be a benefit on 
Friday, Dec. 21 from 7-11 p.m. 
at Larkin's Other Place with 
plenty of food and various 
raffles, karaoke. 

The families who lost their 
home in the fire at Lincoln 
Lake and 5 Mile were Kory 

Stremler and Pam Martin and 
their four-month-old daugh-

ter, Autumn; Marty Stevens 

andTammy Achillesand their 
two-yea r -o ld son Geo rge 

Stevens; and Tim and Kristi 
Ballard. 

Donations will also be 
accepted at the door. 


