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Food, fun and shopping follow Christmas Parade 
By Thaddeus J. Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

Food, fun and shopping await area 

residents following Saturday's an-

nual Santa Claus Parade. 
The theme for this year 's 

parade is "Visions of Peace." 
The Christmas festivities 

which follow the parade will 
provide opportunity to sample 
pastries, warm refreshments and 
other edible delights. 

"After the parade we have a 
whole day of fun, food and shop-
ping awaiting Lowell residents, 

said Lowell Area Chamber of Com-
merce executive director, Liz Baker. 

The Chamber is sponsoring 
"Pastries Around Lowell." Parade-

goers will be able to stop in at the 
Chamber and taste their favorite 

cookies, pies and baked goods, 
prepared by area members. 

Also featured at the Chamber 
office will be Lizzy 's Chili and 
fresh gourmet coffee. 

Along Riverwalk Plaza, residents will once again be 
treated to hot chocolate and hot dogs prepared by 

the Lowell Lions Club. 

The parade will start at 10 a.m. 

from the Kent County 4-H fair-

grounds and proceed north on 
Broadway to Main Street, then 
east on Main to Jackson. 

Featured in the parade will be 
the Lowell High School and Middle 
School marching bands as well as en-

tries and floats from area churches, 
organizations and businesses. As 
always, its main attraction will be a 
visit from Santa Claus. 

The Kent County Youth 4-Her 's 
are sponsoring a hearty breakfast of pan-

cakes, sausage, eggs, coffee and hot choco-
late from 8 a.m. until noon at the King 

Memorial Youth Center located at the fair-

grounds. Santa will make a sneak appearance 
from 8 a.m. until 9:45 a.m. 

Throughout the day many of the Lowell 

retailers will offer specials in their stores such 
as painting a Christmas pot, calligraphy and 
caricature drawings, as well as designer jew-
elry, a holiday wine sale and Christmas por-

traits. Along the way patrons can enjoy hot buttered popcorn, 
a winter warmup drink and a parade pita. 

The Lowell Area Historical Museum will provide guided 
tours through historic downtown Lowell in horse drawn wag-
ons. Rides will depart the King Milling parking lot at 11:30 

a.m., noon, 12:30 p.m., 1:30 p.m., 2 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 

Flat River Snowmobile Club will sell raffle tickets for the 
Michigan Snowmobile Association Raffle from 10 a.m. until 3 

p.m. on the Riverwalk. Tickets are just $ 1 apiece or 11 for S10. 
The Lowell Jaycees will give children an opportunity to 

have their pictures taken with Santa at the former White Swan 

following the parade until 3 p.m. Cost is S3. 
Rudolph's craft workshop, sponsored by Lowell Area 

Schools "Tots on Track for School," will also be held at the 
White Swan. Children, ages two-nine, can make a Christmas 
craft from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. 

The Lowell Area Arts Council will display its Christmas 
Poster contest entries and winners at the same location. 

Bob Schultz, ice sculptor, and students f rom Grand Rapids 
Community College will demonstrate how to carve ice and 

create special sculptures of the Navy ship, "John Paul Jones" 
and symbols of Peace. They will begin sculpting after the 
parade and finish at 2 p.m. 

Chainsaw artist, "Bearclaw Jack" will be back again with 
his many creations. 

For more information call the Chamber office at 897-9161. 

Widening Foreman/Hudson street intersection commission's immediate solution 
By J.N. Boorsma Contributing Writer 

After some discussion, the Lowell Planning Commis-
sion decided the only immediate solution to the truck traffic 

on Foreman Road was to widen the intersection at Foreman 

and Hudson. 
At Monday night 's njeeting, the commission reviewed a 

proposal by Lowell Planning Commission chair, James Hall 
that suggested an alternate route for the truck traffic by 
directing it f rom Foreman Road to Gee Drive and then down 

the proposed Ridgeview Drive to M-21. The plan had many 

positives: one being it would pull traffic away from the 
residential area and discourage truck traffic through the main 

part of the suburban residential area on Gee Drive. 
However, one of the biggest pitfalls Lowell city man-

ager, David Pasquale said he could sec right now was that 
there would be no light at Ridgeview and M-21, making it 

very difficult for trucks to turn left on M-21. 
"One of the i tems we have made the residents aware of 

is that no matter what we do, it will not end the truck traffic 

on Foreman Road," Pasquale said. 
Keeping that in mind, the planning commission decided 

its opinion, to be forwarded to the Lowell City Council, shall 
be that an immediate solution to the problem such as widen-
ing the intersection of Foreman and Hudson should be sought 
with efforts being made for a long- term solution such as the 

route of Foreman to Gee to Ridgeview. 
Even widening the intersection to address the safety 

concerns for the residents could be tricky, Pasquale said. The 
road itself is very narrow, about 49 and a half feet, with many 

of the houses very close to the road. 
"In terms of noise, the closer you are to the road, the more 

you hear it," Pasquale said. 
Police chief, Jim Valentine said while accident reports do 

not indicate any service truck/car accidents at the Foreman/ 

Hudson intersection, the potential is there because the radius 
is not wide enough. Valentine said the same situation was 

occurring at Hudson and Main, but doesn't occur any more 

since the radius has been increased. 
The issue for the Foreman and Hudson intersection is 

traffic heading north. When making a turn, the trucks are 

forced to go up on the curb in order to make the turn, Pasquale 
explained. Traffic in the lanes also has to back up, creating 
potential accident situations. Valentine did report of one bus/ 
car accident which was the result of the bus trying to back up 

to allow for a truck to turn with the bus hitting the car behind 

it. 
Pasquale said information concerning the right of ways in 

that area has been turned over to the traffic engineer for further 
study and recommendations, which will be made to the city 

council. 
Earlier this year, at the request of the residents living on 

Foreman Road, the city commissioned a traffic study of the 
Foreman and Hudson intersections. That study, done by Ed 
Swanson from Wade-Trim, said the truck traffic was not 
unusual for the road, but he did recommend widening the 
radius for the intersection. 

Residents push forward a proposal with a more flexible ordinance 
By J .N. Boorsma 
Contributing Writer 

If a group of residents get 

their wish, Lowell city resi-
dents will be able to park their 
recreational vehicles in their 
driveways when in season. 

Monday night, at the Low-
ell P l ann ing C o m m i s s i o n 

meeting, a group of residents 
p r e sen t ed the i r p r o p o s e d 

changes to the current city 

ordinance which, at present, 
does not allow the parking of 
RVs, such as boats, trailers 
and m o t o r h o m e s , in a 
homeowner 's driveway. 

Dwain Scheller, of 692 
Birchwood Ct., spoke on be-
half of the group and said the 
committee took a look at sev-
eral ordinances including ones 

from Cascade, Saranac, and 
Rockford . The commit tee 
p r o p o s e d to make s o m e 
changes to the city's current 

regulat ions by adding the 
words "when out of season" 
so the ordinance would read: 
"The overnight parking of any 

truck over one ton, trailer, 
boat, or recreational vehicle 
is prohibited on any street, in 

any community parking lot, 

or in any front yard. Parking 
or storage of any RV shall be 
placed within a completely 
enclosed building or located 

in the rear yard, or outside of 
a required side yard when out 

of season." 
The ordinance would then 

state that RVs or vehicles for 
camping and summer use 

would be out of season Dec. 
1 to April 1. Winter use ve-

hicles, such as snowmobiles, 
would be out of season April 

1 to Dec. 1. 
P rov i s ions wou ld be 

made for a resident to park an 
RV for a seven-day period 
when out of season by mak-

ing a call to City Hall and 
getting a permit. The same 

would be allowed for an RV 

being used as living accom-
modations for visitors. 

"We believe this solves a 
lot of problems," Scheller 
said. "Of course, we don' t 
know what the ripple effect 
will be for other changes, but 
this would help a lot of 

people. 
"When we reviewed this 

with the committee, the per-
son with the RV said 'Yeah, 
I 'm going to store my boat or 

RV in the middle of winter' 
and the guy with the snow-
mobile doesn't want it out 
there when he is cutting his 

grass." 
The planning commis-

sion plans to review the rec-

ommendations at its Dec. 10 
work session, when the group 

will also discuss several other 
ordinance issues including 
front yard lot lines for a cor-
ner lot, fences, and design of 

asphal t r equ i remen t s fo r 
driveways along with re-

viewing its Vision 2002. 
However, right off the 

bat, several of the commis-
sioners had concerns about 

the proposed ordinance. 
"I would like to see it 

limited to one recreational 
vehicle," said planning com-
missioner. Jim Pfaller. "My 
front lawn is huge and I could 
park a jet ski, motorhome. 

boat, two airplanes, and still 
have room for a youth football 
game." 

Planning commissioner . 
Deb Hinton said she was con-
cerned about the seven-day pe-

RV Ordinance, cont'd, pg. 25 
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OBITUARIES 

FORD - Kenneth James Ford, 
aged 76. of the Grand Rapids 
Home for Veterans, formerly 
of Howard City, passed away 
November 16.2001. He was 
preceded in death by his wife 
Marcella and his brothers 
Thomas. Russell. John and 
James. He is survived by his 
ch i ld ren Rober t ( V i c k i ) 
Sandoval of Newport Beach. 
C A . Pa t r i c i a ( D a v e ) 
Minnema. Barbara Mattix, 
Michael (Ellen) Ford, and 
Lori Williams all of Grand 
Rap ids , M a r y ( W o o d y ) 
Widmayer of Howard City. 
Timothy (Marsha) Ford of 
Sand Lake. Robert (Mary) 
Ford of Lowell, and their 
mother Velma Ford of Grand 
Rapids: 17 grandchildren: 11 
c r e a t - a r a n d c h i l d r e n : h is 

brother Joseph (Mary Jane), 
and sisters Evelyn (Bob) 
H a m m o n d , Mary (Norb ) 
Fisher and Dorothy Gridley,/ 
all of Grand Rapids: many 
nieces and nephews, and a 
numberof special friends. Ken 
served in WWII aboard the 
a i r c r a f t c a r r i e r USS 
Yorktown. He retired from 
Michigan Plating and Stamp-
ing in 1967. Memorial ser-
vices were held Monday at 
Grand Rapids Home for Vet-
erans Chapel. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial contributions 
may be made to Hospice of 
Michigan or the Grand Rap-
ids Home for Veterans, 3000 
Monroe N.W. 

MONROE - Beth A. Mon-
roe. aged 48. of Holland, for-

merly of Newaygo, passed 
away early Saturday morn-
ing, November 24, 2001, at 
her home. Beth was an out-
go ing person who made 
friends readily. She enjoyed 
gardening, doing yard work, 
caring for farm animals, and 
sewing and making crafts for 
family and friends. Beth was 
a very good mother and took 
great care to keeping track of 
her children. She drove school 
bus for N e w a y g o Public 
Schools, a job she started be-
cause of her love for Special 
Olympics. For several years 
Beth worked at Gerber Prod-
ucts as a safety coordinator. 
Beth is survived by her chil-

dren Catherine "Cathy Jo" 
Monroe of Hudsonville, and 
Duane "DJ" Monroe and his 
fiancee Amy VanDyke of 
Schoolcraft: her mother Mrs. 
Mary E. Meyers of Lowell: 
her brother and sisters Roger 
and Julie Meyers of Walker, 
Joan and Doug Broek of Wyo-
ming, and Jane Meyers and 
D a w n M e y e r s bo th of 
G r a n d v i l l e : n i eces and 
nephew Sarah Meyers, Ryan 
Meyers and Jessica Meyers: 
aunts, uncles and cousins. She 
was preceded in death by her 
father Jerry M. Meyers on 
April 30, 1998. The Mass of 
Christian Burial took place 
on Tuesday at St. Patrick's 

Catholic Church in Pamell 
with The Rev. Phillip D. 
Nguyen as presider. Inter-
ment St. Patrick's Cemetery 
in Pamell. Those planning an 
expression of sympathy are 
asked to consider Special 

Olympics or the Kandu Pro-

gram. 

PRYS - Jessie Elizabeth Prys, 
aged 82, of Greenville, passed 
away November 21, 2001. 
She was preceded in death by 
her husband John. Mrs. Prys 
is survived by her children 
Roger (Rhonda) Wi l son , 
Marjorie "Maggie" (Randy) 
Sorenson, Gary Prys: brother 
Frank Butler: grandchildren 

Sarah, Matthew, Ruth and 
Z a c h a r y Chive l l , Renee , 
Michael, Cory, Nicolas and 
Austin Wilson. She gradu-
ated from Central College in 
Pella, Iowa, in 1941, a teacher 
in the Lowell Area Schools 
from 1968 to 1980: a mem-
ber of the First United Meth-
odist Church of Lowell and a 

member of the church bell 
choir. A memorial service 
was held Tuesday at the First 
United Methodist Church of 
L o w e l l , Rev . Vance M. 
Dimmick, officiating. Me-
morial contributions may be 
made to Methodist Children 
Home Society, 26645 W. 6 
Mile Rd., Detroit, MI 48240. 

ATTENTION LOWELL SENIOR PARENTS 
L o w e l l S e n i o r C l a s s Trip 2 0 0 2 

Thursday, May 23 is the tentative date for the party. 
Cost is $100 per student. Payment of the entire 
amount can be paid in one lump sum or installments 
may be made. All checks should be made payable to 
Lowell Senior Parents. Collections committee 
members will be available during the following lunch 
periods to take reservations and collect money: Dec. 
6 & 7; Feb. 7 &8 & March 7&8. 

Payments may also be mailed directly to our treasurer: 
Carol Drenth, 10200 Bennett, Lowell, Ml 49331 

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE 
PURSUANT TO JUDGMENT 

OF FORECLOSURE 
Public notice is hereby given that, pursuant 

to a Judgment of Foreclosure entered by the 
Circuit Court for the County of Kent, State of 
Michigan, on the 17th day of September 2001, 
in the action known as RICHARD G. BISHOP, 
Plaintiff versus BRADLEY JAY FELTY, 
Defendant, Case No. 01-6029-CH, I shall offer 
for sale to the highest bidder, at a public 
auction to be held at the West Entrance on the 
first floor of the Kent County Courthouse, 180 
Ottawa Avenue N.W., Grand Rapids, Michigan 
49503, the place of holding the Circuit Court 
within Kent County, Michigan, on December 
19, 2001, at 10:00 a.m. local time, the 
following described property: 

Lot 5, Rathbone's Addition to the City of 
Grand Rapids, Section 2, Town 6 North, 
Range 12 West, according to the 
recorded plat thereof in Liber 20 of 
Plats, Page 28, Kent County Records 
Commonly known as 1219 Rathbone 
S.W., Wyoming, Michigan. 

This property may be redeemed during 
the six (6) months following the sale. 

Dated: October 31, 2001 
Mary Hollinrake 

Kent County Clerk 

ROBERT N. SWARTZ 
Attorney at Law 
1100 McKay Tower 
146 Monroe Center N.W. 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49503 
(616) 459-3303 

KDL mice quite lively over holiday season 
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse . . . but at 

Kent District Library, the mice are quite lively! The Holiday 
Mice program will be coming to many branches in December. 

It features lots of merry mouse fun for children ages six 
and under. Kids enjoy stories like the Mouse Before Christ-

mas, Mouse's First Christmas, Christmas Mice, and If You 
Take a Mouse to the Movies; listen to some festive mouse 
songs: make a mouse ornament or door hanger and play a 

holiday bow toss game. 
The Englehardt Library will offer the program on Thurs-

OPEN HOUSE 
DOROTHY ALDERINK 

Is celebrating her 
90™ BIRTHDAY 

Join Us For Cake & Ice Cream 
SUNDAY, DEC. 2 2-4 PM 

Elmdale Church of the Nazarene • 9213 Drew Rd., Alco 

For Information Call 897-8239 

(Zkiroytactic 
Offering Holistic healthcare through 
chiropractic, nutrition and exercise. 

Now accepting new patients. 

DR. KAREN CLARK 
545 Ada Drive 

In the Village of Ada 

676-2888 

Possibilities 
You've worked hard for it. You've worked hard on it too. 

Now, isn't it time the land you own began working for you? 

To leam more about unlocking the potential in your property, 

please contact Jay Hobbs today at 616.676.4043 

S U N D R Y 
D E V E L O P M E N T C O N S U L T I N Q 

day, Dec. 13 at 10:30 a.m. The Alto Library will present it on 
Monday, Dec. 17 at 10:30a.m. and also on Wednesday, Dec. 

19 at 1:30 p.m. 

Flu shots available at 
Grattan Township, Nov. 30 

The Kent County Health 
Department will be giving flu 

shots at the township hall in 

Grattan Township from 9 a.m. 
until 11 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 
30. The hall is located on Old 
Belding Road, in Grattan, 
across from Grattan Acad-
emy. 

The cost for the flu shot 
is $15, or if you have medi-

care, bring your card and 

medicare will be billed di-
rectly. Patrons do not have to 

be a res ident of Grat tan 
Township. 

For more information call 
(616) 691-8450. 

• * * 

Nothing can be so perfect while we possess it as it 
will seem when remembered. 

—Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. 
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r save this one- ^ 
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f i e s u s u f 

S k e a r ^ y l n t b i t t o n 

HAIR SALON 

| l 
• I 
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Senior 
Discounts 

I moved from 908 E. Main 
to12280 36thSt.,S.E., between • 

Alden Nash and Segwun 11 

I Free Deep Conditioning 
treatment with shampoo, 

haircut and Wow-dry 

$15.00 

PERMS 
$35.00 

(longer hair sUgMy higher) 

Mini Manicure Free 
With Perm 

ours by appointment only-call 897-1704 
Bev Earls-Dells owner/stylist ^ 

|l 
> 1 

I 

CHEVROLET B U I C K 

1250 W. Main,Lowell 897-9294 

Is Your Source For Top Quality GN Vehicles From: 
Or check out 

Thomct's online at: 
gmbuypowcr.com 

or email us at: 
s.thomct@inetmail.attne( Mosl Dependable, LongesU Lasting 

Trucks on the Road" 

B U I C K * 

"It's All Good-

A Great Selection 
Of Used Cars& 

Trucks & New Car Trades 

Also See Us For 

Authorized GM 

Parts & Service 

\ 
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Generally speaking, new store offers dollar deals 
The opening of Dollar General on Oct. 5 has made a short trip even shorter for many east 

side Lowell residents. 

"Dollar General stores are generally found in middle class areas," explains store manager, 
Sherri Newville. 4 'We carry things which are needed on a week-to-week basis such as cleaning 
and personal hygiene items." 

For some residents on the east side of Lowell, it means being able to walk to the store as 
opposed to driving to the west end of town. 

"Dollar General is a nice clean store with brand names, good prices and friendly people," 
Newville said. 

The chain store's corporate off ice is based out of Goodlettsville, TN. 

Dollar General employs six people, with all but one from Lowell. 
Store hours are from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 10 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

on Sunday. 

10 YEARS LATER 
••• City still waiting to learn if 
state will put in canoe launch. 

By J.N. Boorsma Contributing Writer 

Councilmember, Don Green isn't ex-

actly sure what triggered his memory about 
the state putting in a canoe launch on the 

Flat River. 
"It might have been my dad / ' he said. 

"He tends to bug me about it." 
The event of the city transferring a 

parcel of land it owned near White 's Bridge 
to the state for a canoe launch happened at 
the first council meeting Green attended as 

a city councilmember in January 1992. 
Green, who steps down as a councilmember 

at the end of this year, suddenly began to 
wonder whatever happened to that project. 

City manager, David Pasquale said he 

isn't quite sure, but made some inquiries 

and discovered that the project apparently 

had just fallen through the cracks. 
Pasquale said he talked to David Olson 

of the Department of Natural Resource's 
Plainwell office, which was the office in 
charge of the project. Olson told Pasquale 

that due to reorganization, the project didn't 
happen. That reorganization included the 
development of a new DNR office in Grand 
Rapids, which was charged with taking care 

of the canoe launch. 
Pasquale said he hadn't had a chance to 

talk to the head of the Grand Rapids' office 
yet, but was hoping to have some type of 
answer for Green as to the time frame before 

he left the council. 

Canoe Launch, cont'd, pg. 4 

Disease and 
Food Remedies 

Lifestyle Health Seminar Series 

S u n d a y , D e c e i i i b e p 9 

4:00 - 6:00 PM 
LOCATION: Forest Hills Aquatic Center, 

600 Forest Hills Avenue (Between M-21 & Cascade) 

Topic: Nutritional Medicine * 
'Food Remedies from 
Around the World 

66 

"This is a presentation of the different herbs & foods found world-

wide, along with their variety of combinations, that can be used to 

fight specific diseases. Other medical anthropology issues will 

also be discussed." Dr. Jeff Gates, DrPH 

Dr. Jeff Gates, DrPH serves as the Clinical Preventive Care 
Specialist for the Battle Creek Lifestyle Health Center, specializ-
ing in Environmental and Nutritional Medicine. These special-
ties in health care enable healing in a progressive dimension by 
seeking causative relationships for disease as a basis for 

healing. 

Reg is t ra t ion a t t h e door. Cost; Free 

Sponsored by Rlvarsld* Fellowship of S«v*nth-day Advontlsts, 676-0408 

P0U*R 
PtRAl 

9 

Lowell's Sherri Newville is Dollar General's store manager. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

NOV. 29: Margaret Gardner, D E C . 1: T r a v i s B r i g g s , 
Gail Thomet, Kelly Sauber, Karolyn Batt, Deb Anchors, 
Scott Swanson, TaraPropst . D e n n y B r e n k 11, J o y c e 
NOV. 30: Jason Craig, Todd Watrous. 
Ryder, Joe Kiczenski, April DEC.2: ChelseyTreglia,Kari 

McClure-Cowan. 

B e r g y , M a r y Al ice 
Starkweather. 

.DEC. 3: Chris Chambers , 
C h r i s D a r b y , A m a n d a 
Sterzick. Richard Kline. 
DEC. 4: Tenni l le Bryant, 
A u t u m n F r e n c h , C a s e y 

French. 

1 

COMPLETE 
ACRYUC 
TUBS 

1 DAY 
INSTALLATION 

Financing 
Available 

A Division Of Complete Exteriors Inc. Since 1987 

530.1700 
MOMJMTa \ / 

• 

» 

f . 
1. 

ff 
\. 

i . 
t 

V 
h. 
f , 
1* » 
ij 

¥ 

J, t, 

a c r y l i c t u b s . c o m 

SHOWROOM: 
1733 Century S.W. 

Near U.S. 131 & Burton 
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John VanderWall 
Calvaiy Christian 
Reformed Church 

"Everyone was surprised 
lhai Jesus was at Simon the 
Leper's house for dinner. It 
usually smells bad there, ex-
cept on that day they cooked 
with garlic. One of Simon's 
ears is gone; so are a few 
lingers and toes. We were re-
clining there at the table 
watching Simon hobble about, 
so proud to have guests. We 
weren ' t there because of 

Of Faith 

Simon, but because of the one 
who healed him . . . Jesus. 1 
can't seem to get enough of 
Jesus. 

The sound of broken pot-
tery. the sudden sweet odor 
of nard. a woman had quickly 
entered, and poured perfume 
on Jesus's head. I think she is 
the same woman who dumped 
a bowl of wine on a Roman 
tax collector's head - he was 
coming on to her. But she 
didn't have the same look in 
her eyes this time. Her eyes 
were on Jesus with the same 

P i a n i s t 

NANTCD 
for 1 Oam Sunday service. 

If interested please contact: 
Pastor Joe Fremer 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Lowell, 897-8307 

e-mail: goodshep@iserv.net 

look of worship that were in 
the High Priest Zachariah's 
eyes while he did his Temple 
duties. 

There was Jesus, pure 
nard running down his neck 
and face, dripping off his nose, 
soaking into his beard. He 
winced as it got into his eyes, 
twitched as it got under his 
robe, and wiped his mouth to 
get the taste out. And what a 

smell! 
Then everybody else was 

shouting: "Woman, you don't 
do that!" "What a waste!" 
"That stuff costs a year's 
wages!" "Think about the be-
nevolence fund!" I yelled it 
too. 

But Jesus said: "It 's OK! 
This is wonderful! Beautiful! 
She did what she could! Don't 
bother her! Help the poor 
whenever. I won't always be 
here. She prepared my body 
for burial!" (What?!) 

Jesus looked directly at 
me: "Wherever you go with 
the Gospel, remember her. and 
tell all people about this beau-
tiful thing that she has done 
for me." (Mark 14:3-9) 

A R E A B I R T H S | 

Jon and Chr is t ine 
Hendrick of Saranac are 
pleased to announce the ar-
rival of Lauren Marie 
Hendrick, bom September 25. 
2001. She weighed 4 lbs. 13 
oz. and measured 18 inches 

long. 
She was welcomed home 

by her brother Blake. 
Proud grandparents are 

Ed and Joanne Ridgway of 
Grand Rapids, Ed and Sue 
Deible of Saranac and Mitch 
Hendrick of Lowell. 

Great-grandparents are 
Mary Jankowski of Lowell 
and Donna Grotsema of 
Scotts. 

s u n 

JAY TALKING ON THE T O N I G H T S H O W 

Lowell's Mike Roudabush (left) and Tom and Sue 
Roudabush, right, visit with Jay Leno Thanksgiving 
Eve on the set of the Tonight Show. 

Canoe Launch, cont'd... From Page 3 

"They agreed that some-
thing should have been done 
by now," Pasquale said. "Ten 
years is a long time for some-
thing to wait." 

Green explained before 
the meeting that the decision 
to dedicate the land as a ca-
noe launch did not meet with 

positive support from the 
residents of that area. The 
city owned the land as a 
measure to prevent a dam 
from being built near any of 
the city's own dams. 

44If someone wanted to, 
they could go out there and 
launch a boa t " Green said. 

"That is what the property is 
there for." 

The city council was in 
hopes that the DNR would put 
up some facilities, such as toi-
lets and a parking area. 

Try to be conspicuously accurate in everything, pictures as well as 
text. Truth is not only stranger than fiction, it is more interesting. 

William Randolph Hearst 

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY 

- FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 
621 E. Main Street • 897-5936 

Worship Sundays 8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. 
Coffee Hour 9:30 A.M. 

Sunday School 9:50 A.M. 

REV. B. GORDON BARRY 

Nursery & child care available at both services 
Barrier - Free Entrance 

THERE'S NO BETTER TIME 
TO BE AFFILIATED WITH 
A CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

Come worship with us. 
SUNDAY AT 11 A.M. 

LOWELL WESLEYAN CHURCH 

1070 Lincoln Lake 
'/> mile north of Main Street 

- FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

2275 West Main Street • 097-7168 
— Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org 

Rev. Buriand Margesson & Rev. W. Lee Taylor 
Wayne Haines, Youth Pastor 

~ Sun. Worship Service..9:30 A.M. & 6:00 P.M. 
Sunday School Hour 11:00 A.M. 
AWANA/JV Wed. 6:15 & 7 P.M. 

Contact Church Office For Priytr Meeting Tlmei 
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free 

10501 Settlewood • Ph. 897-7185 
Sunday School 9:45 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11 A.M. 
Evening Service 6:00 P.M. 

Prayer and Praise - Wed., 7:00 P.M. 
GLENN H. MARKS - Senior Pastor, 897-9110 

STAN GERIG - Associate Pastor, 897-5894 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
(Barrier-Free) 

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE 
UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 

Sunday Services 10:00 A.M. 
at the Cherry Creek Elementary School 
12675 Foreman Road, Lowell, Ml 49331 

CALL FOR FREE HOME BIBLE STUDIES 
Pastor Robert L. Hubbard 

Phone: (616) 897-1267 
website www.aplighthouse.com 

A L T O N B I B L E C H U R C H 
Lincoln Lake Ave. at 3 Mile Road 

897-5648 
Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M. 
Evening Praise 6:00 PM. 
Wednesday AWANA 7:00 PM. 

(Sept. - April) 
Prayer and Bible Study 7:00 P.M. 

Pastor Ken Ford (Home) 897-6418 
YOU ARE WELCOME! 

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER 
(Assembly of God) 

3050 Alden Nash S.E.• 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery 
Robert W. Holmes, Pastor 

Jonathan Walker, Youth Pastor 
Jason Grear, Children & Young Adults 

SUNDAYS: 
Worship: 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night: (For All Ages) 7 p.m. 

Generation Jacob Youth: 7 p.m. 

LOWELL CHURCH 

OF THE NAZARENE 
201 N. Washington • 897-8800 

Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M. 
Sunday Evening 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Family Ministry 7:00 P.M. 

PASTOR TIM DESHAW 
Staffed Nursery Provided 

Barrier-Free Entrance 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

(United Church of Christ) 
404 North Hudson • 897-5906 

Worship and Church School 10:00 A.M. 

Dr. Roger LaWarre Pastor 

Megan MacNaughton Music Director 

Barrier-Free Nursery Provided 

Com* Join Us For RtmImo A Worship 

CALVARY C H R I S T I A N 
R E F O R M E D C H U R C H 

O F L O W E L L 
Rev. William J. Renkema - 897-7060 

1151 West Main Street. Lowell. Ml 
Morning Worship 10:00 A. M. 
Sunday School 11:20 A.M. 
Evening Worship 6:00 PM. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free 

G O O D S H E P H E R D 
L U T H E R A N C H U R C H 

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod) 
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21 

www.iserv.net/-goodshep 
Sunday Worship 10:00 A.M. 

(Nursery available) 

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307 
All facilities are wheelchair accessible 

It isn't what people think 
that is important, but the 
reason they think what 
they think. 

—Eugene lonesco. 
* * * * 

ADA-LOWELL 5 

M-21 5 Minutes E«ll ol Amway H O. 

M.50 Ktdt all shows 897-1351 

$4.78 DAILY Mstlrfs III 8pm A Ssnlocs 

$5.00 StudsnU * Uto Shows Pri 4 S t 
$5.75 Evtnings Hon • Thurs 

O No psssts 
A l l SCREENS 

DIGITAL STEREO 

UnllwIUd Ff— Dflnk FUtllls * .2S» Com tUtllls 
DmluMa Air Hoekmy Tmblm 

COMFORTABLE DELUXE KOCKIMG , 

CHAIR SEATS WITH CUP HOLDERS "T 

M O V I E G U I D E 

IE GIFT OF MOVIESI 
,$10 Book Plus $1 Free 

GIFT CERTIFICATES 

$20 Book Plus $2 Free 

ENCE 
SH0WTIME5 11/26-11/29 

OBLACK KNIGHT 9PG-13) 

11:25,1:35, 3:35, 5:30. 7:40, 

9:35 

O HARRY POTTER AND THE 
SORCERER S STONE (PG) 
12:00.1:20, 3:00,4:15,6:10, 

7:10, 9:05.10:00 
SHALLOW HAL (PG-13) 

12:20, 2:40, 5:00, 7:20, 9:40 
MONSTERS. INC. (G) 
11:00,1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:30, 

9:25 

I 
2 0 o z . D R I N K 

! w«h $1.50 (1/2 pnc«) purchase 
• of 4602. bag of buttery popcorn 

I— — 2Sl2Lil?i2?"L2?!L5 — 
WWW.CQri.COM I 
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cozy corner 
by Roger Brown 

Holy excrement Batman! I really exposed my extreme 
capacity for execrable spcWmg in a recent column. My daugh-
ter and her family are living in Shanghai, China. In describing 
their existing situation, I extracted a non-word from my 
extremely questionable vocabulary. For no explainable reason 
I used ex-patriot (a word I apparently invented while in a jet-
lag induced fog) instead of the intended, expatriate. Excuuuuse 
me! 

A reader, J. Ross Jones, couldn't let the blunder go without 
comment. His exiguous letter was exceptional. Thankfully, 
Mr. Jones didn't really excoriate me in his comments. Using 
the word expectorate, Mr. Jones exhibited his command of the 
language... at least the portion of the language that begins with 

"ex". 
Having no excuse, I'll attempt to extricate myself from 

this embarassment with the following explanation. 
My daughter, her husband and all their friends refer to 

themselves as "ex-pats". They live in an ex-pat community. 
They frequent ex-pat restaurants. Their kids go to ex-pat 
schools. Everything is ex-pat this, or ex-pat that. 

The word is obviously a slang abbreviation of expatriates. 
Webster defines the word as "living in exile". A secondary 
definition is simply, "living outside of one's country". That 

fits. My word ... ex-patriot, brings into question their citizen-
ship. I can assure Mr. Jones that my daughter's family mem-
bers are all still U.S. citizens and have not extemporaneously 
defected to a communist country. 

Back to "ex-pats". I'm not sure how it should be spelled. 
Perhaps, "expats" or even "X-pats". I like "ex-pats". They do 
pronounce the "a" as a short, or soft "a", as in, a "pat" on the 
head. If the abbreviation were true to the source, it should be 
a long "a" like, "the top of your head is a pate". That simple 
deviation may have triggered my extrapolation of parts into 
the non-word ex-patriot. I realize that's extremely weak, but 
it's the most explicable theory I have to extol. 

Further, extenuating circumstances might help explain 
my extraordinary blunder. For starters, I was fresh off an 
exhausting trans-Pacific flight when I exuded that particular 
column. Excessive sleep deprivation could have been a con-
tributing factor. 

Writing at my son-in-law's executive desk, an exhaustive 
search did not turn up a dictionary. Also, Bill Gates let me 
down. I wrote the piece in Microsoft Word and examined it 
with spell-check. I must have thrown it such a curve it couldn't 
execute a correction. 

Finally, the excellent proofreader at the Ledger has a last 
chance to examine my stuff before it goes to print. The 
proofreader usually does an exemplary job, but she failed to 
expunge my error this time. 

This column is not as extensive or expansive as others. It is 
also not as expressive, explosive, exquisite, exhilarating or 
exuberant as other examples of my work. However, it has been 
an extraordinary and exhaustive exercise in the excessive use 
of words that begin with ex. Please excuse me while I extricate 
my nose from this dictionary and exit this extravaganza before 
I go extraterrestrial, extinct, existential or exhibitionist! 
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w By 
Priscilla Lussmyer 

Ledger Entries 
of 125,100,75,50 & 25 Years Ago 

Kathryn DenHouter 
Ph.D. 

Donna Wai te r 
M.A., LLP 

Rev. Bob Baird 
M.S.W. 

'• Bedtime can be either relaxing and enjoyable or difficult 
and frustrating. Children can come up with an endless number 
of ways to stay up later. "I 'm thirsty!" "May I have a drink of 
water?" "I 'm not tired." " I 'm scared. There is a monster in my 
bedroom." If these bedtime scenarios sound familiar to you, 
you are not alone. Most parents have difficulty at one time or 
another getting their children to bed and keeping them there. 
By following a few suggestions, bedtime can become a pleas-

ant experience. 
In the evening families need time to wind down from a 

busy day. A consistent bedtime routine needs to be established. 
Children are comforted by and look forward to routine. While 
bedtime routines will vary from family to family, those that are 
the most successful at helping children to calm down, get ready 
for bed, get in bed and stay in bed will have certain elements 
in common. Adequate time is needed to make a gradual 
transition from the day's excitement to getting ready for bed. 
Parents and children spend one-on-one time together. Bedtime 
conversations are positive and reassuring. Bedtime routine 
may last 45-60 minutes. The routine may consist of the 

following activities: 
1. Take a warm bath. 
2. Brush teeth. 
3. Put on pajamas. 
4. Lay out clothes for next day. 
5. Say good night to family members. 

6. Listen to favorite story. 
7. Talk with parent about day. 
8. Discuss plans for tomorrow. 
9. Share hugs and kisses. 
10.Turn out light and go to sleep. 

Once a specific bedtime is set, it is important to stick to it. 
Extra incentive may be given to the child by using a "Good 
Night" chart. Each night your child goes to bed on time, he 
receives a sticker on the chart. When your child earns several 
stickers for i4super bedtime behaviors," he may be rewarded 
with a special privilege or surprise. If children are involved in 
setting up privileges or surprises, I find they are more likely to 
be cooperative with bedtime. 

Try not to vary bedtime on weekends more than 30 
minutes. Varying bedtime more than this on the weekends can 
contribute to bedtime problems during the week. Do not 
negotiate bedtimes. If you do this, you are setting yourself up 
for an argument every night. It is important to note that some 
children have difficulty with transition times. Let them know 
bedtime is approaching. 

Some children may also have difficulty slowing down 
their activity and relaxing. For this reason it is important to 
discourage high level activity or viewing television programs 
that may excite or upset your child. For children who have 
difficulty falling asleep it can be helpful to teach and practice 
relaxation exercises. These exercises can become part of the 
bedtime routine for children who find this to be helpful. 

As a parent you are likely to be familiar with your child's 
night-time requests. Often what your child really is asking for 
is time with you. If you have spent time with your child during 
the day and during bedtime routine, you can prepare a "bed-
time buddy box" that may consist of a glass of water for 
unquenchable thirst, a bathroom pass, a flashlight for checking 
mysterious shadows, and any other items you feel will be 
appropriate for your child. The "Buddy Box" offers your child 
an alternative to calling out to you. Be creative with your 
child's bedtime requests. 

With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 
Jim Lang & Kevin Miller 

INFLUENZA 

Flu season is nearing, and it is not too late to have your flu 
vaccination. People are often confused about what is really the 
flu and what is a common cold. Sometimes it can be hard to tell, 
as they both share many symptoms. The flu usually starts 
suddenly and hits hard. Temperatures run 101 to 104 degrees. 
Patients typically experience a severe headache, bad muscle 
aches, fatigue, dry cough, sore throat, and a runny nose. Colds 

typically start gradually, with sneezing, a slight elevation in 
temperature (99-100 degrees), mild muscle aches and fatigue. 
Diarrhea and vomiting are not typical predominant symptoms 
of the true influenza virus. 

There is no cure for the flu or a cold. These are viruses 
which are not affected by antibiotics. Your body must fight off 
the infection. To help your body fight the flu, drink plenty of 
fluids, stay home and rest while you have a fever, avoid alcohol 
and smoking, and gargle with warm salt water to help with a 
sore throat. Over-the-counter flu medications contain a variety 
of ingredients designed to help with all of your symptoms. 
Some prescription medications help reduce the duration and 
severity of symptoms, but only if they are started soon after 
symptoms begin. 

The flu is spread by coughing, sneezing and hand-to-hand 
contact. The best way to prevent infection is by good hand 
washing or receiving a flu shot. 

Most of the time you do not need to see your doctor for the 
flu. You should see your doctor, though, if you have other 
chronic medical problems, a cold that lasts longer than 10 days, 
ear ache or drainage from your ear, persistent temperature of 
102 or higher, shortness of breath or wheezing. 

125 YEARS THE WEEKLY JOURNAL 
NOVEMBER 29,1876 

The mercury this morning stood at five below zero. 
The Iron Clad hay mower has taken five first premiums in 

Michigan fairs. 
Prof. McAllister will exhibit pictures from the Bible, 

foreign lands, statues and comic pieces at Union hall Thursday 
night. Stocking and Claflin will furnish the music for a social 
dance afterwards. 

The Kalamazoo Lowell and Northern Michigan Railroad 
(KLNMR) directors met last week and elected officers. They 
plan on selling more stock and securing right-of-way for the 
proposed line. 

Mrs. M.N. Brinkerhoff will speak at Union hall this 
Wednesday on "Women in Politics." She is said to be an 
interesting speaker. 

100 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER 
NOVEMBER 28,1901; 

This issue is missing as well as even issue until May, 1902; 
we substitute columns from the first year Ledger Entries was 
published, 1987. 

114 YEARS DECEMBER 1,1887 
The Star Cutter Co. boiler cracks over the fire box, blowing 

furnace doors and boiler room doors open and transporting 
engineer Henry Tidd some 15 feet outside, fortunately unhurt. 

A. A. Hall loses potatoes to a thief for the third time. 
Telephone stock is booming and immensely profitable. 
The new waterworks wells are ready to pump as soon as 

pump connections arrive from Chicago. 

75 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER AND 
THE ALTO SOLO DECEMBER 2 ,1926 

The Lowell High School football team wins the county 
championship, despite two losses and two ties. 

At the urging of M.B. McPherson, who wishes to increase 
tax monies for two impoverished school districts in Ver-
gennes, the county looks at the possibility for a hydroelectric 

plant on the Flat River. 
Eight bushels of good lime, 16 of sand and one bushel of 

hair will make enough mortar to plaster 100 square yards. 
Pete Kerr, Roy Dolloway, George Ingersoll. Earl Brown 

and Ed Adrian get a big buck in the Upper Peninsula, but two 
feet of snow make the going hard and slow. 

50 YEARS THE LOWELL LEDGER 
NOVEMBER 29,1951 

Postmaster George Hale reminds patrons to mail early. 
Village electricians have started putting up the arched 

canopy of greens and colored lights over Main Street. 

Lowell has 52 miles of streets. 
Detroit's long-sought expressway may be built soon. An 

$80,000 bond has been approved. 
The soaring birth rate means that Michigan needs 12.000 

more classrooms. 

25 YEARS THE GRAND VALLEY LEDGER 
DECEMBER 2,1976 

From Helen (wife of governor) Milliken's opening of the 
Artrain to its leaving, it is considered a success; the community 
has shown great interest, and Arts Council members start 
dreaming of a community Arts Center. 

Showboat President Chuck Lippert remains up beat for the 
coming season in spite of last summer's bad weather, so-so 
headliner and the Halloween fire. 

The school board approves Principal Dennis McMahon's 
plans for in-house suspensions. 

The Rikkety Rokkets, a Junior Achievement company 
sponsored by Root-Lowell, wins the state award for best 
product of the year, a toy rocket launcher. 

State Police and Highway Depts. make plans to close 
freeways at times of heavy snow before they fill up with stalled 
and abandoned vehicles. 

mailto:goodshep@iserv.net
http://www.fbclowell.org
http://www.aplighthouse.com
http://www.iserv.net/-goodshep
http://WWW.CQri.COM
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CHECK Y O U R FLY 

The Lowell High School Junior 
Trout Unlimited Club will be 
holding a free fly tying seminar 
on Saturday, Dec. 1 from 9 a.m. 
until noon at the Wittenbach 
Agriscience Center and Wege 
Natural Area. The seminar is 
free. If you have any questions 
or need more information call 
Tammy at 987-1002. 

USINESS 
A D V E R T I S E 

IN THE 

LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
$ £ ^ 6 0 4s Low as pERWEEK 

C a l l 8 9 7 - 9 2 6 1 ' 

M K / 

Buy life insurance and save 
on your home and car. 

1 
hen you buy y o u r l i fe insurance f r o m us 

t h r o u g h A u t o - O w n e r s Insurance, y o u ' l l 

receive special d iscoun ts o n y o u r h o m e , 

mob i le h o m e or car insurance. 

\X'e 11 save y o u money. As an 

i ndependen t A u t o - O w n e r s agent. 

we take great interest i n 

you - as we l l as you r h o m e and 

car. W e are specialists 

in i n s u r i n g people and the 

th ings t h e y o w n . 

\Aulo-Owntn Insurance 
.•* y * >• -

"< Vt -"t.v 

Speerstra 
Agency 
835 W. Main St. 
Lowell, Ml 49331 

8 9 7 - 9 2 5 9 

( 8 0 0 ) 8 0 4 - 3 3 2 2 

T 

Complete 
Machine Shop 

Servce 

howboat 

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY, INC. 

6 1450 W. Main St., Lowell, 
T ( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 9 2 3 1 

HOURS: MON • FR 8-7; SAT 8-5;30: SUN 9-3 ® 

J 

Thomet 
i a 

Dale Triplett 

SERVICE HOURS; M, T, TH & FR • 8-5; WED • 8-8 

216 E. Main St., Lowell 
( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 7 6 6 8 

& CORPORATE, BUSINESS 

& P E R S O N A L TAX PREPARATIONS 

£ BUSINESS START-UP & CONSULTING 

& PAYROLL A N D A C C O U N T I N G SERVICES 

HOURS; 
MON - F r i 9 AM - 6 PM • SATURDAY 9 A M • 1 PM 

D e n n y H a w k 

T O W I N G 
Nights & Weekends 

F A S T 

R E S P O N S E 

Safe SUV Towing 

8 6 8 - H A W K 
( 4 2 9 5 ) 

STOP SUFFERING! 
We Successful ly Treat: 
• Whiplash 
• Neck Pain 
• All Headaches 
• Auto Injuries 
• Back Pain 
• Numb Hands/Arms 
• Sports Injuries 
• Work Injuries 

See a Specialist and See Results! 

897-4999 

DOCTORS 
CHIROPRACTIC 

Dr. Anthony Trembly 

* 

E . 

M 

BILL WHEELER 
Certified Public 

Accountant 
MICHIGAN 

J S - j , 103 Riverside Dr. 

I r ' N I . Lowell, Michigan 

V D / 49331 

6 1 6 - 8 9 7 - 7 7 1 1 . 
^ 

Tuffli Plumbing Co. 
Licensed A Insured Master Plumber 

REPAIR & SERVICE WORK 
• 40 Years Experience 
• Reasonable Prices 
• Call For Estimates 

• New Homes 
• Commercial 
• Remodeling 

R o s s • 8 9 7 - 7 2 9 2 , 

From Hospital to Home 
The professional staff at The Laurels of Kent can assist you in your transition from hospital to home. 
With our comprehensive rehabilitation programs, we specialize in helping you regain physical 
independence after your stay in the hospital. We work with your physician to design an individualized 
"care plan" to help you achieve the fullest recovery and return home as soon as possible. 

LAURELS O F KENT 
350 N. Center • Lowell, Ml 49331 

Call us at 897-8473 
for information on how 

Medicare can cover your rehab stay. 

Ada 
oiKtn w 

Main St. 

a 

Ionia 

To 1-96 

- • 

s s * 
i , • 

P R E V I E W 
P R O P E R T I E S . C O M 

CALL 
JERRY HALE 

897-0229 
or 1-800-515-7763 

Jerry it a full-time 

professional who will serve 

all your real estate needs. 
An indcpendcmly owned and oprrurd mfmbef ofTTK Prudcmial Real Emie AfTilmei, In 

JB HARRISON INSURANCE AGENCY 
COMPETITIVE AUTO RATES 

S i kJ incc 
Hastings Mutual 
Insurance Company 
Hastings, Michigan 

1885 www.hastingsmutiul.com 

Daniel Urich Judy Harrison 

6090 Alden Nash, Alto 868-0050 

YOU CAN ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS IN THIS 

SPACE FOR ONLY 

S 6 6 0 PER WEEK 
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Holiday do's and don'ts when sending packages and cards 
By Thaddeus J. Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

Since Christmas is Tuesday this year, Monday, Dec. 17 is 
projected to be the busiest mailing day of the year to postmark 
cards and letters. 

To avoid the rush and to assure timely and safe delivery, 
post off ice patrons are encouragcd to get an early j u m p on 
letters, cards and packages. 

T h e earlier the better," said Lowell postmaster, Gil 
Brown. 

Because of the event on Sept. 11. and the ensuing 
heightened airline security, commercial airlines will not fly 
anything over a pound. 

' T h e y are limiting what they 're accepting," Brown ex-
plained. ' T h e U.S. Post Office has planes flying packages, but 
with commercial airlines limiting what they accept, we expect 
our planes to fill up fast." 

Brown offered some tips for this year's holiday mailings: 

• Print whenever possible. If it can't be read, it may not 
arrive at its destination. 

• Use a return address. If it 's been over a year since you 've 
corresponded, a person may have moved. Use a pen that won't 
run or smear in the rain or snow. 

• Do not use duct tape or siring. "Post offices provide 
Priority Mail boxes free," Brown said. 

• Put duplicate labels inside packages in case outer pack-
ages become unreadable. 

• Any packages over a pound must be brought to the post 
office window. They must also have a return address. 

• Foreign packages must have customs forms. 

• To insure safe and timely delivery, send your holiday 
greeting cards and packages within the next week and a half. 

Snowmobile test given at Flat River Snowmobile Clubhouse 
A home study snowmobile safety training course con-

ducted by the Department of Natural Resources Law En-
forcement Division will be held at the Flat River Snowmo-
bile Clubhouse, 11841 Potters Rd. 

Testing for the snowmobile operators license is sched-
uled for Saturday, Dec. 8 and Saturday, Jan. 12 from 9 a.m. 
until noon. 

The class is required for operators between the ages of 
12-17. 

Testing will be conducted at the clubhouse. Students are 

required to bring their study materials, registration form 
(filled out) and Social Security Number. 

To request test and registration materials, write or tele-
phone the following: 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources Law En-
forcement Division Slate Office Building, 6th Floor, 350 
Ottawa NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503, or call 616-356-
0505. 

No pre-registration is required and the class is free. 
For more information call 616-897-7398. 

• Express mail is available to most areas of the country. 
This method enables mail to get to its destination the next day. 

• Don' t use red, green or blue envelopes - automated 
machines can ' t read the addresses, slowing up the whole 
process. If you are going to do it anyway, at least use a 
contrasting color of ink to make them easier to read and bundle 
them together with rubber bands since they' 11 have to be sorted 
by hand anyway. 

• Don' t send anything that rattles, ticks or makes noise. 

• When sending food, double-bag and use fresh goods and 
lots of Saran Wrap to help keep baked goods fresh. 

• Gifts of alcohol are prohibited by federal law. 

"Mailing cards and packages this holiday season will not 
be the same as it used to be," Brown concluded. 

Attent ion All Coaches , Proud Parents , 

Athle tes & O t h e r s W h o Wish To 

S u b m i t Photos In T h e Ledger.. . 

It i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h e 

s u b j e c t ' s f a c e n o t b e s h a d e d 

i n o r d e r t o p r i n t y o u r p h o t o 

c l e a r l y i n t h e p a p e r . 

A l l g r o u p p i c t u r e s s h o u l d 

b e t a k e n 

W I T H O U T 

c a p s , v i s o r s , e t c . 

Photos will no longer be 
accepted if faces are too dark. 

A D V E R T I S E 
IN THE 

LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
a . $ £ £ 6 0 As Low as ^ 1 ^ n ^ 

PER W E E K -

Call 8 9 7 - 9 2 6 1 

ii® 

v-:-

Custom 

- Service, 

^ 0 Just 

For You! 
1 . 

8 9 7 - 8 1 0 6 
2 6 0 - 4 0 8 0 C h m e s |_ l : p T 0 N 

w / / m Country Hills 
2 0 5 0 W. Main St. • Suite C , Lowell 

• Each officc independently owned and operated 

Advertise In this 

s p a c e for only 

$66 0PER WEEK 

Call 897-9261 

Durkee Lumber, 
Inc. 

Lumber and Building Materials 

8 6 8 - 6 0 2 6 
6071 Depot St. 

Alto, Ml 

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING 
New Homes • Replacements 
Upgrades • Conversions Etc. 

1301 Bowes Rd., Lowell, Ml 49331 

NOVEMBER SPECIALS 

"JMflff 
25% OFF 

5 OR MORE ITEMS! 

AMERICAN 
FLAGS 

CLEANED 
FREE' 

Bring In 6 Shirts 
Pay For 5 

CURTIS CLEANERS 
SHIRT LAUNDRY • TUX RENTAL 

FREE 1/2 HOUR 
M A S S A G E 

* New Patients Only 
* Certified Massage 

Therapist 
* Doctor Supervised 

Auto Injury , Neck 
And Back Pain Relief 
All Insurance Accepted 

DOCTORS 
CHIROPRACTIC 

897-4999 

s . 

_• :> J 

MIKA 
MEYERS 
BECKETT 
& JONES 

PLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

117 West Main Street 
lowell, MI 49331 
(616)897-3111 

Ross A. Leisman 
Daniel C. Brabaker 

SAVE $$$ 
Advertise in this 
space for only 

$ 1 3 2 0 P E R WEEK 

Call 897-9261 

T 

http://www.hastingsmutiul.com
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Along Main Street 

COMMODITIES DISTRIBUTED 
The Lowell Moose Recreational Center will be distribut-

ing the following items on Thursday. Nov. 29: Canned 
applesauce, canned red pitted cherries, dried cherries, frozen 
ham. powdered milk, rice; also cans of pears, potatoes, veg. 

and tomato soups and tomatoes. 

COMMUNITY VESPERS 
SERVICE & LUMINARIES 

Join the Lowell Area Ministerium Association on Friday. 
Nov. 30 at 6:30 p.m. on Riverwalk Plaza to pray for "Visions 
of Peace." Begin your holiday season in prayer and help light 
the Christmas season. 

TROUT UNLIMITED JUNIOR 
FISHING CONSERVATION CLUB 

The club will meet at the Wittenbach Center on Saturday. 
Dec. 1 from 9 a.m. - noon to fly tie. practice angling skills, fish 
and clean local rivers. Call Tammy at 987-1002 for info. 

NEEDED: TOYS FOR TOTS 
The Alto Girl Scouts will be walking in the Christmas 

parade on Saturday. Dec. 1 at 10 a.m. collecting toys for the 
Toys for Tots program. Your donation will be appreciated. 

OPEN HOUSE AT LOWELL 
SENIOR NEIGHBOR CENTER 

Stop by and check out the newly remodeled Lowell Senior 
Neighbor Center and enjoy coffee, punch and cookies at their 
open house on Saturday. Dec. 1 from 11 a.m - 2 p.m. Many 
projects have been completed in the center at 314 S. Hudson 

St. 

PARADE BREAKFAST 
A breakfast of pancakes, sausage, eggs, coffee and hot 

chocolate with Good Ole' St. Nick will be served at the King 
Memorial Youth Center from 8 a.m to noon. 

DEADLINE FOR COMMUNITY FUND 
The deadline to request funds from the Lowell Commu-

nity Fund is Saturday, Dec. 1. Contact Bob Reagan at 897-
7515 with any questions. 

CHRISTMAS LUMINARY WALK ON 
WITTENBACH TRAILS 

Bring your family to the Wittenbach Center on Saturday, 
Dec. I from 2-6 p.m. for a walk along the trails and some hot 
chocolate. Snowshoe rental is $l0/adults; $5/child size. 

FARM PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT 
The Wittenbach Center will have a farm photo display on 

Dec. 1 from 9-6 p.m.; Dec. 2 and 8 from 10-2 p.m.; and Dec. 
10 from 4-8 p.m. Photos are due, properly mounted, no later 
than Wed., Nov. 28 at 3 p.m. $25 cash prize. Any questions, 

call Tammy at 987-1002. 

NATURE HOLIDAY CRAFT WORKSHOP 
The craft workshop will be held at the Wittenbach Center 

on Saturday, Dec. 8 from 9 a.m. to noon. Cost is $20; payment 
and registration required in advance. Call 987-1002. 

ROGUE RIVER ARTISANS SHOW AND SALE 
The 19th annual Rogue River Artisans Show will take 

place at Lowell High School (formerly at Deer Run) on 
Saturday, Dec. 8 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. At least 75 designers/ 
artists will be selling specialty items; a light breakfast and 
lunch will be available as well. $ 1 admission is charged at the 
door with all proceeds going to the 2003 Lowell High School 
class. 

Remember that nobody will ever get ahead of you as long as he is 

kicking you in the seat of the pants. 

Walter Winchel 

SANTA PICTURES 
Come and have breakfast with Santa before the parade at 

the King Youth Memorial Building on the fairgrounds Satur-
day, Dec. I from 8 to 9:45 a.m. OR get your picture taken after 
the parade at the former White Swan building on Riverwalk 

Plaza. Cost: $3. 

HISTORIC TOURS AND WAGON RIDES 
Enjoy a horse drawn wagon ride Saturday, Dec. I and 

learn some history of Lowell. Tours will depart the King 
Milling parking lot at 11:30 a.m., noon, 12:30,1:30,2:00 and 

2:30 p.m. 

BAKE SALE IN THE CHAMBER OFFICE 
Would you like to bake a goodie for the bake sale 

Saturday. Dec. I in the Chamber along Riverwalk Plaza? Call 
Linda or Darlene at 897-1140 for information. 

FAMILY COUNCIL OF LAURELS 
OF KENT VOLUNTEER GROUP 

Beginning on Sunday, Dec. 2, a volunteer group made up 
of Laurels of Kent residents' family members, guardians and 
concerned citizens will meet at 3 p.m. The purpose is to 
enhance the lives of residents and staff, promoting a more 
pleasant living and working environment in the home. The 
public is invited to attend. 

ATHLETIC BOOSTERS MEETING 
The Boosters meeting will take place in the high school 

staff lounge on Monday, Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. 

LOWELL AREA FIRE DEPT. BLOOD DRIVE 
The Lowell Area Fire Department is sponsoring a blood 

drive for the Grand Valley Blood Program on Wednesday, 
Dec. 5 from 2-7 p.m. at the Look Memorial Fire Station 
located at 315 S. Hudson. 

Join us for 
a special Christmas 

Celebration 

with Living Truth 2 
Sunday, 

December 2, 2001 

6:00 p.m. 

Living Truth 2 

Hi 
- V » . , • 

• • % ' . 

Evergreen Missionary Church 

10501 Settlewood Dr. 

Lowell, MI 4 9 3 3 1 

Phone: 6 1 6 - 8 9 7 - 7 1 8 5 

Living Truth 2 is a 

husband and wife ministry 
team composed of Elroy 
and Tammie Kosters from 
Caro, Michigan. The two 
combined play many 
antique and contemporary 
instruments, including 
acoustic guitar, 
Appalachian dulcimer, 

bass guitar, guitar zither, keyboard, mandolin 
guitar, marxaphone, melodica, psaltery, recorder, 
soprano saxophone and wooden flute. They travel 
throughout Michigan presenting their ministry of 
music and occasional drama sketch in 
combination with their testimonies of a vital, 
growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 

v. 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

OF LOWELL 
1 1 6 1 0 E. Fu l ton S t . 

H 0 Bruce Langlois, D.V.M. 
FAMILY PET PRACTICE 

l l 

• Evenings & Saturday Hours Available 
• Early Drop Off & House Calls 
• 24 Hour Emergency Service 

• Science Diet Pet Foods 
• Boarding & Grooming 

• Sick or Injured Animals C ^ 
Seen The Same Day ^ 7 

Call 897-8484 
m 

Maplewood Square Apartments 
New-Upscale-Energy Efficient 

All apartments on one level, 
2 bed rm. 1 bath, or 3 bed rm. 2 bath, 

laundry room, attached garage, covered porches, 
all appliances included. 

Located within walking distance to Shopping, Banking, 
Restaurants, Entertainment, on the West End of Lowell one 

block north of Main St. 

Now Available one 2 bedroom And one 3 bedroom unit! 

Contact: Michael Nosko at Maplewood Square Apartments 
PH. 616-682-1581 

ScKtex U t t y A i v i gotten, uwdet U f a 

fa t&c jptbuMMfy fiewutd and CuditteMZA 

fan tAevi fatfi 6k qua, xemtddiKy f v t t f c c f a . 

Lowell Community Fund Digitai Image 

Vergennes Township O.E. Bieri & Sons 

Lowell Township Bieri Auto Body 

Doug Borap Siding & Windows Tom Grim 

Don Gasper Construction 

Jerry Adams Painting 

Canfield Plumbing 

Wright Way Carpet 

Seaman Air Conditioning 

Signs by Ken . 

Gordon Hill Memorial Fund 

Leo Pfaller 

Mancino's 

Subway 

Pizza Hut 

Skyline Electric 
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Center a parent resource for information on child development 
question about their child's development can find an answer. 

At the Family Resource Center, which doubles as Cole's 
office, any parent has access to free information that they can 
take home. Cole keeps the resources current, with almost 

gets help from child focused organizations. These include 
different charities, as well as the Michigan Department of 
Education, the American Red Cross, and the Kent County 

Health Department. 

Kathy Cole, director of Lowell TOTS on Track program. 

•••• From discipline to divorce; brain 

development to potty training, 

Lowell's Family Resource Center 

covers the ABC's of child rearing. 

By Jessica Cilley Contributing Writer 

A main objective for Kathy Cole in the past four years has 
been to gather as much information about child rearing up to 
age five as she possibly can. 

As the director of the Lowell TOTS on Track program. 
Cole's job is to provide a place where any parent with a 

Community working 

together enables thrift 

shop to meet goals. 
• • • • Flat River Outreach Ministr ies 
communi ty impact is measured through 
its ability to provide food, emergency 
service and operate a thrift shop. 

By Jessica Cilley 
Contributing Writer 

Thousands of people drive by the small, while "thrift 
shop" on the east side of Lowell every day. They may not 

everything gathered since October 2000. 
Cole's office is pleasantly decorated with wall-to-wall 

shelving; each shelf is stuffed with pamphlets, books, videos, 
games and more. Everything is organized and labeled, and is 
a feast for a parent hungry for any type of information on child 
rearing they can think of. 

The information in the Family Resource Center covers 
everything from brain development to potty training. There 
are books that can be checked out on discipline, family issues 
like divorce, and other common issues any family might face. 

Cole has gathered the information from many sources. 
She searches the Internet for the latest information and also 

Since the Family Resource Center is a resource for all 
child-rearing needs, there is also free screening provided for 
any parent concerned about their child's development. 

The screening takes place each April for any child who is 
at least two-and-a-half years old. It is intended for parents with 
concerns and also for low-income parents who are seeking 
placement in an income-based program. 

"Each parent will be referred to a program that best meets 
their child's needs," explains Cole. 

The Family Resource Center 's goal is to reach each family 
that desires help or information. To get involved with TOTS 
or the Family Resource Center, call Cole at 897-1232. 

know that this building has a big impact on the lives of 

people throughout Lowell. 
The building, located at 519 E. Main St., was lov-

ingly and painstakingly restored a few years ago. It 
opened in June 1999, and now houses the Flat River 

Thrift Shop, cont'd, pg. 11 

Tots On Track For School 
o 

An Early Childhood 
Initiative Of The 

Lowell Area Schools 

0 r 5choo\ 

Your child's early years are important learning years! 
TOTS programs are available for Lowell area families 

with children birth to five years through a grant from the Lowell Area 
Community Fund and funding from Lowell Area Schools. 

Our programs offer opportunities to meet other preschool families, parenting 
information, and fun and educational activities for you and your child. 

Join TOTS By Calling 897-1232 Today! 
Exciting New Programs Are Planned For The 2001-2002 School Year! 

V New Baby Welcome Bags 
Free for families with new babies! 

V Monthly Family Workshops 
Art, Music, Cooking, Songs & Crafts 

V Parent Education Classes 
Parenting with Love & Logic 

V Readiness Newsletters 
And Local program information 

V Early Childhood Family Resource Center 
Books, Brochures, Tapes 

V Playgroups For preschool children of all ages 
Backpack Literacy Program 

V Baby Shower for expectant mothers 
Fall & spring 

V Music Programs 
Magical Musical Mondays 

V Parents as Teachers 
Born To Learn curriculum- Home visitor 

V Used clothing, toys, books & 
Baby Essentials Sale - Spring 

^ Screening 
For school district early childhood programs & services 

V "Countdown to Kindergarten" 
Readiness workshops 

V Curiosity Comer 
Playgroup for 4's - Readiness Focus 

Bright Beginnings Early Childhood Center 
Lowell Area Schools • 300 High St. • Lowell, Ml 49331 

616-897-1232 
Website: www.schoolnotes.com • Type: 49331 and click on: TOTS 

Kathy Cole - Director • Rhonda Delnick - P.A.T. 
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For over a quarter of a century Frandscan Center has been a model for preschool education 
By Jessica Cilley 
Contributing Writer 

Just north of Lowell , 
there is a 280-acre farm that 
doubles as a preschool pro-
gram for children. A woman 
named Mother Rita, who still 
works there almost every day, 
created it 26 years ago. 

The Franciscan Life Pro-
cess Center prides itself for 
its unique goal of teaching 
children by example. Ac-
co rd ing to Cha r l i e 
Knuds t rup , a p r e schoo l 
teacher there, the Center fo-
cuses on "learning through 
play - how to get along with 
others, helping children to be 
as self-sufficient as possible 
by working out conflicts as 
they arise." 

Since the Center is lo-
cated on a working farm, 
there are many different ac-
tivities that children can learn 
from each day. Classes are 

split between learning on the 
farm and inside a classroom. 

Daily activities include 
mus ic , c o o k i n g , and art 
classes. During art time, the 
children are taught the pro-
cess versus product art form. 
'They have to create their own 
art instead of following a pre-
made m o d e l , " says 
Knudstrup. Snacks are also 
provided. 

When the children ven-
ture outside to the farm, they 
learn about the many animals 
that live there. These include 
pigs, sheep, cows, horses, 
chickens, goats, ducks and 
dogs. 

This is especially excit-
ing in the spring, when the 
baby a n i m a l s are born . 
"Then," says Knudstrup, "we 
teach them how the animals 
are growing just like the chil-
dren are." 

The Cen te r p rov ides 

many opportunities to expe-
rience nature. Children are 
often taken outside to see what 
happens in the woods with 
the changing seasons. 

The Center's preschool 
program follows Lowell 's 
school schedule. There are 
two half-day sessions each 
day of the week. Children 
can be on either a two-or-
thrce-day schedule. 

Morning or afternoon 
classes are available. During 
the school year, there are four 
sessions per week, totaling 
about 100 kids who can par-
ticipate each year. 

Each class has 24 chil-
dren, and is taught by both 
Knuds t rup and Suzanne 
Marne. There are al,so volun-
teers for each class. With 
Mother Rita coming in to 
teach Bible stories, this makes 
the teacher-to-student ratio 

Franciscan, cont'd, pg. 14 

i 

Sister Rita, creator of the Franciscan Life Process Center 
preschool program, has worked in that program for 26 years. 

Thrift Shop, cont'd... From Page 10 

Outreach Ministries, a non-
profit organization whose 
three goals are very simple. 

Roger LaWarre , w h o 
chairs the Ministries' Board 
of Directors, refers to the 
goals as the "three prong pro-
gram." The first is to get food 
for anyone who needs it. 

The food pantry is located 
on the first floor of the Out-
reach building. It is supplied 
through donations made by 

people in Lowell as well as 
businesses such as Family 
Fare. 

Family Fare works with 
the program on a voucher sys-
tem. Flat RiverOutreach pays 
for perishable items such as 
milk and eggs that people can 
obtain from Family Fare by 
using the vouchers provided 
by the Outreach Ministries. 

The second prong is an 
emergency service that is pro-

vided for people in the com-
munity. This is a money-
based system, where people 
in need can get money for 
health care or other emergen-
cies. 

LaWarre hopes to reach 
single parent families with 
small children through the 
emergency service. "We want 
to help them in their rough 
times, help them get back on 

Franciscan Life Process Center 
11650 Downes Street • Lowell 

(616) 897-7842 
PARENTING 

WITH 
LOVE & LOGIC 

Parenting with Love and 
Logic is a sensible approach 

to raising children. The 

program teaches parents to be 

supportive of their children 

and teaches children to be 

responsible and respectful. 

WINTER 2002 
Monday afternoons 1-3 PM 
Every other week starting 

Jan. 14 thru April 8 

Tuesday afternoons 1-3 PM 
Every other week starting 

Jan. 15 thru April 9 

Wednesday mornings....9-11 AM 
Every other week starting 

Jan. 16 thru April 10 

Monday evenings...6:30-8:30 PM 

Every other week starting 
Jan. 28 thru April 22 

2nd & 4th Thursday 9-11 AM 
Jan. 10 & 24; Feb. 14 & 2 8 

March 14 & 28 & April 11 

TRAINING PARENTS 
TO MANAGE 

DEFIANT CHILDREN 
Training Parents to Manage 
Defiant Children is a twelve 

week group offered to parents 

who are experiencing 

frustration in dealing with their 

child's "acting out' behavior. 

WINTER 2002 
Monday mornings 10-11:30 AM 

Jan. 7 thru March 25 

Wednesday afternoons.4-5:30 PM 
Jan. 9 thru March 27 

Wednesday evenings...7-8:30 PM 
Jan. 9 thru March 27 

Preregistration and 
Assessment required. 

For more information about 

parenting programs contact: 

Melissa Athmann, MA, LLPO 

or Beverly Anderson, MSW 

(616)897-7842 

their way with dignity," he 
explains. 

The thrift shop is the final 
part of the program, and is 
what people see when they 
pass by the building. The shop 
obtains clothing from mem-
bers of the Lowell commu-
nity. 

With an annual budget es-
timated around $70-80,000, 
it is clear that the Rat River 
Outreach Ministries is doing 
a large amount of business. 
The budget is based on how 
•much is given back to people 
throughout Lowell. 

There is very little money 
that Outreach keeps for itself. 
Since all the help is on a vol-

unteer basis, the only bills that 
need to be paid are utilities. 

Each year, in order to ob-
tain more money to donate to 
families, a crop walk is held 
on the streets of Lowell . 
People gather together to com-
bat hunger throughout the 
world. 

Some of the money raised 
is given to people in Lowell; 
the rest helps the Church 
World Service. 

It is clear to LaWarre that 
Flat River Outreach Minis-
tries will be successful in 
reaching its goals. This is be-
cause of the help the program 
has received from people who 

live in the surrounding Low-
ell area. 

Since the program relies 
heavily on donations from 
those who live in Lowell, even 
small amounts of supplies are 
greatly appreciated. "I am re-
ally thankful for the number 
of volunteers and the gener-
osity of people in Lowell. We 
are a community that works 
together," he explains. 

Anyone in need can ben-
efit from the Flat River Out-
reach Ministries. To contact 
the program, call 897-5906 
to obtain informat ion on 
where to go for help or where 
to donate goods that can help 
others in Lowell. 

I am really thankful for the number of volunteers and the 
generosity of people in Lowell. We are a community that 
works together. 

Roger LaWarre 

Somebody 

loves you. 
Why not return the love 

with the gift of life ? 
State Farm Life Insurance 

may be the perfect gift to give your grandchildren for any occasion. 

See me for details: 

Roger Chapman, Agent 
217 W Main 
Lowell, MI 
616-897-9237 

State Farm is there for life.9 

statefarm.com" 
State Farm Life Insurance Company Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois 

ITATI FAIM 

INSUIANCI 

P-00250 12/00 
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VFC provides state required immunizations for 11 diseases 
By Jessica Cilley Contributing Writer 

One of the more widely used services in the Lowell Health 
Department clinic are the immunizations that are provided 
free to any person who needs them. 

The majority of the immunizations are given to infants, 
toddlers, and children just entering public schools. There are 
11 total diseases covered by the immunizations given, and all 
are required by the state of Michigan. 

The Health Department clinics participate in the federally 
funded Vaccines For Children (VFC) program. This program 
provides all childhood immunizations regardless of whether 
or not a family has health insurance. 

Every child that needs vaccines is covered by VFC. In 
some cases, a family may have insurance, but it does not cover 
immunizations, while other families may be on Medicaid or 
other state assistance. 

All a parent or guardian has to do is walk in to any clinic 
to get their child signed up for VFC. 

The Lowell Health Department clinic offers walk-in im-
munizations on Wednesdays. The busiest immunization time 
for the clinic is in August because parents are trying to make 
sure that children have all school-required vaccines. 

There are handouts on the immunizations and the diseases 
they protect against at the clinic for parents who want more 
information. 

The clinic keeps records of who is using the free immuni- • 
zation program by asking each patient what kind of insurance 
they might have. 

This is important in order to keep track of how much 
funding the state of Michigan needs to allot to its clinics. 

The state of Michigan follows closely how many immu-
nizations are given to children ages 19-35 months to ensure 
that children are getting the vaccines they need in each area of 
the state. 

All shots are given by the registered nurses at the clinics, 
whose training and knowledge about immunizations are con-
stantly being updated. 

For more information on immunizations given at the 
Lowell clinic, call 897-5406. 

Many parents have concerns about how a specific immu-
nization will affect their child. Any question about immuniza-
tions can be answered by calling the Kent County Health 
Department at 336-2233. 

It is very important to the state of Michigan that every 
child receive immunizations throughout childhood. 

One immunization that often gels missed is the Tetanus 
shot, which is initially given between the ages of 11 and 12. 
This is a vaccine that needs to be administered every 10 years. 

The state of Michigan stresses that a child's immunization 
record be presented and updated every time an immunization 
is given. 

Move puts KCHD on the inside reaching out 
By Jessica Cilley Contributing Writer 

The Kent County Health Department has had a clinic in the 
Lowell area for at least 12 years. At lot of people might not 
know this because it was located outside of town. 

"We want more people to take advantage of our help." says 
Bobbi Peacock, "so we are moving into town to be more 
accessible for the people in Lowell who need us." 

Peacock is the Clinical Staff Supervisor for the Health 
Department clinics in Lowell. Sparta and Cedar Springs. She 
believes that the Lowell area clinic, in particular, hasn't been 
used to its capacity because of where it was located. 

The clinic has moved from the Lowell Township Hall on 
Alden Nash to the First United Methodist Church on Main 
Street, right next to the Flat River Outreach Ministries. 

The move has enabled the Lowell clinic to meet their 
growth demand. It is currently open only on Wednesdays, and 
the staff is ready and eager to help everyone who enters the 
clinic. 

There are four main services that the Lowell clinic is able 
to provide, and all are free of charge and open to the public. 

They involve immunizations, the WIC program, child health 
screening, and Public Health Nurse Counseling. 

Licensed nurses with four-year medical degrees give all 
exams at the clinic. 

The aim of the Public Health Nurse Counseling is to 
provide care, health education, referral, and counseling from 
a nursing perspective with a focus on wellness and preventive 
health care. 

Any person can use the clinic's services. A nurse will try 
to give the best advice as to what steps a person should take 
about seeing a doctor. They can also provide referrals, should 
there be a need for one. 

The Counseling program is not meant to take the place of 
a family physician. It is a walk-in program that is used to 
monitor health between doctor visits. 

The three main services provided by a Public Health 
Nurse are blood pressure measurement, head lice screening, 
and pregnancy testing. 

The Child Health Screening is for families who are not on 
Medicaid or who have insurance that does not cover well-
child exams. 

There are two appointments available each Wednesday. 
The clinic exams include all developmental screenings 

that would be given by any pediatrician. The nurses at the 
clinic can also refer a family to a suitable pediatrician. 

The clinic would like families to try to take two-week old 
infants to a family pediatrician. All infants are welcome at the 
clinic, but visits are preferred after a child is one month old. 
Children can be seen at the clinic until the age of 20. 

"We want to be a one-stop shop for families seeking 
health promotion," explains Peacock. 

Patients are asked about what kind of insurance, if any, 
they have. This is a state requirement and is only used in order 
to keep track of clinic usage throughout Michigan. 

The Lowell Health Department clinic can be reached on 
Wednesdays at 897-5406. Call the Kent County Health De-
partment at 336-3030 for any questions or concerns that need 
to be addressed when the Lowell clinic is not open. 

Meijer and 
Education in 

Lowell -
A Perfect 

Partnership 

MEIJER. 
f fv Oii/l CrtfUthAMvify 

11901 FULTON ST. 
LOWELL 

meijer.com 

mi 

STAR EAST 
BUFFET 

2155 W. Main Street 
Lowell, Ml 49331 
(Next to Family Fare) 

897-9988 
H O U R S : 

MONDAY - THURSDAY: 1 1 AM -

FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 1 1 AM -

SUNDAY : N O O N - 1 0 PM 

DINNER 
Off BUFFET 
V11 (FREE SODA) 

Jfc&S 
ST*R EAST 

BUFFET 

GOOD FROM DEC. 1 T o JAN. 1 

NOT VALID WITH 

ANY OTHER OFFERS. 

I 

*1 

N 
• i 
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Federally funded program provides "Head Start" for both child and parents 

\ 
Preschool children get a healthy start at Head Start. Children take a break in their morning activity 
for eggs, toast, fruit and a glass of milk. 

By Jessica Cilley Contributing Writer 

Head Start, a federally funded program that started in 
1965, has been in Lowell for about 10 years. It is a free 
preschool tor families, with children ages three to four 
years, who meet the income guidelines... but it is not just 
a preschool program. 

"We really, strongly try to promote family involve-
ment," explains Linda DeRoos, Lowell's Head Start teacher. 

When children enroll in Head Start, their parents get 
the opportunity to attend monthly meetings. During these 
meetings, which are held at the Bright Beginnings Early 
Childhood Center, speakers are brought in to talk to 
parents about issues that concern parenting. 

These issues include everything from positive disci-
pline techniques to budgeting to low cost recipes/food 
preparation. Free child care is available at each meeting. 

Along with a monthly parent meeting, there is an 
opportunity for one parent from each Head Start group to 
attend meetings at the Kent County Head Start office. This 
is called the Parent Policy Council. The parent helps to 
develop and approve policies that affect the Head Start 
program. 

Head Start also offers Child Development Specialists 
for each child enrolled in the program. If any child displays 
a need for help in any developmental stage. Head Start 
works to get aid for that child. 

The aid is provided by agencies involved with Head 
Start, and can only be used with parental consent. 

There are also home visits during the summer for each 
family enrolled in the program. Since individual goals are 
established for each child, it is important that the teachers 
get to know the families of the children they will be 
working with. 

Teachers in the Head Start program work one on one 
with every child. This enables them to recognize the 
strengths and weaknesses of children, and also to help 
teach any special needs child that may be enrolled in the 
program. 

"We provide developmentally appropriate activities 
for children that promote their well-being and develop-
ment," explains DeRoos. 

Lowell Head Start has grown this year. In the past few 
years. Head Start met once a day, four times a week. This year, 
there are two sessions of Head Start per day, Monday through 
Thursday, due to the growing interest in Lowell's Head Start 
program. 

DeRoos focuses on learning by play in her classes, which 
start around Labor Day and run through Memorial Day. 

"The kids learn about getting along with others, washing 
hands, cleaning up after themselves, as well as learning math, 

dramatic play, and sensory skills," says DeRoos. 
Breakfast, lunch and a snack are provided for children 

every day. Transportation is also available for a child 
enrolled in Lowell Head Start who lives in Kent County. 

Enrollment usually takes place in the spring, but open-
ings can occur throughout the year. Call Hope DeKorte. the 
Family Service coordinator, at 897-7920. for information 
on how to get involved with the program. 

FOR ALL YOUR BANKING NEEDS 

• Checking 

• Loans 

Savings 

And More 

Bank By Phone... 
1-888-262-lCNB 

Bank On Line... 

www. ienb. com 

ICNB Hometown Banking Offices: 

Main, Ionia (616) 527-0220 

Southside, Ionia (616) 527-9250 

Belding Downtown (616) 794-1195 

Belding West (616) 794-0890 

Lowell (616)897-6171 

Sunfield (517) 566-8025 
Woodland (616) 367-4911 

MEMBER FDIC 

KNB 
Hometown Banking 

t = j 
Equal 
Housing 
Lender 
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H A R O L D Z E I G L E R F O R D 
Serving lowell For More Than 25 Years! 

• Government 5-Star Safety Rated 
• Four-Wheel ABS Standard 

'Personal Safety System Standard 
Advance Trac Standard 

• Side Curtain Airbags Available 
•Steel Intrusion Beams Standard 

0% 
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

• Government 5-Star Safety Rated 
• Four-Wheel ABS Standard 

• Safety Cell Construction Standard 
• Five MPH Bumpers Standard 
• Side Curtain Airbags Available 
•Steel Intrusion Beams Standard 

Stop In Today And Test Drive 
The Safest Vehicles On The Road! 

ZEIGLER 
i. o w i<: i. i 

tified 

11979 E. Fulton, Lowell, MI 

897-8431 
Out Of Area Customers 

Call: 1-800-646-4660 
Check Out Our Website! h a r o l d z e i g l e r . c o m 

HOURS: M & W 9-8; T, Th & F 9-6; Sat 9-3 

RICA 
NG 

Has Been Extended 
Through Jan. 2,2002 

See The All New 
2002 Chevrolet 

IVailblazer 

48 60 
3.9% 5.9% 

JUST ANNOUNCED 
2 0 0 2 Caval iers 

- .£• 

I 

f 

Months 3S 48 60 

Rebate $1500 or 0% 1.9% 3.9% 
Rebate $1090 and 7.9% 7.9% 7.9% 

HOURS: MON • 8-8: TUES. THURS S FRI • 8-6; WED • 8-9: S SAT • 9-3 

Thomet 
CHIVROLIT 

WrUNTHEME 

SEE THE 

CHEVROLET BUICK' THOMCT CHEVROIEI 

1250 W. Main 
Lowell 

897-9294 BUICK* 

'It's All 
Qood" 

Mat Dependable, 
Longest'LMBtlng 

Thick* on 
the Rosd" 

OrckdnutThMets 
online at pibuypfieMWi 

or e-niil us at: 
5.dw«cl@in«duiLittnet 

S A L E S • S E R V I C E • S E L E C T I O N 
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KEEP 
AMERICA 
ROLLING! 

j 

At Vennen's 

1 

APR 

ON ALL 2002 MINI VANS 
OR Lease Cash 
up v. $ 4 , 9 0 0 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

0%™ 
ON 2002 DURANGOS 

OR Lease Cash 
Up lb *4,500 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• : - l • 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CMEEmEHCE T h e Venneii D i f f e r e n t ! 
YOUR FIVE-STAR CHRYSLER SUPER STORE 

dimsiiK 
Ptymoutfi 
Dodge 
Jeep 

FIVE STAR 
a a a a A RonWIey 'JenyRutka 'PeteButkiewicz 

^ W W W W , Mjke shepard* Jason R. Cardis • Fred ffillison 

Visit Our Website: www.vennen.com 
930 WEST MAIN ST. • LOWELL, Ml 

HOURS; MON. I. WED. fcOO • eKX) • TUEl, THURS., t FM. 9^)0 • fcOO • SAT. fcOO • *00 

C5MC 

Real People. Real Difference 

.«• 

MONTANA 
Style, comfort and safety 

for outdoor adventure. 

SIERRA 
Rugged full-size with 

1/2-ton crew cab. 

GRAND PRIX 

ALERO 
Driving confidence in a 
sedan or sporty coupe. 

- On M-21 in Lowell 

616-897-9227 
STOP IN AND SEE USI 

Monday & Wednesday 9 AM - 8 PM 
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9 AM • 6 PM 

Saturday 9 AM-3 PM 

http://www.vennen.com
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WIC made convenient through community partnerships 
By Jessica Cilley Coutvihuting Writer 

The biggest misconception about the WIC program is that 
it is an FIA or a welfare program. It is. in fact, a supplemental 
nutrition program that is available to all postpartum women 

who meet certain guidelines. 
"We miss a lot of people because they think it 's a welfare 

program. We want to reach out to people who are okay. WIC 
is not a crisis program." explains Monica Smith, who oversees 

the WIC program in Kent County 
WIC requirements include being a resident of Michigan, 

a migrant worker currently living in Michigan, or onehaving 

a nutrition or medical-related risk. 
There is an income level requirement that is based on the 

Federal Poverty Level. 
The income guideline increases as a family unit gets 

bigger. For example, a mother with two children cannot 

exceed an income of $27,066 per year. 

For each additional child, including an unborn child, an 
approximate amount of $5,587 can be added. All ot the 
amounts are determined before any deductions to a paycheck 

are made. 
Once enrolled in the WIC program, each family receives 

about $40-50 per month in food assistance. Mothers with 
formula- fed babies can receive up to $110 per month for 

formula alone. 
Women who are breast-feeding their infants can use WIC 

to help connect them with the LaLeche League. This is a 

national organization that can be reached at 1 -800-LALECHE. 
Women can also receive referrals for education and nutri-

tion programs, as well as information about birth control. 
Pregnant women on WIC can also receive help with 

referrals for neonatal care and finding a pediatrician. 
All of the people who work in the WIC program are health 

care professionals with four-year degrees. Kent County cur-

T M YCflILD CARE 
We build strong kids, strong families, strong communities. 

The Lowell YMCA Has 3 Centers 

To Serve Your Needs! 

INFANTS, TODDLERS, 
PRESCHOOLERS 

Child Development Center 
Located at 404 N. Hudson 

First Congregational Church 

897-4371 

KINDERGARTEN 
& 1ST GRADE 

Runciman School Age 
Kindergarten 
Enrichment 

Before & After Care 

897-1230 

2ND - 5TH GRADE 
Cherry Creek School Age 
Before/After School Care 
Holiday & Snow Day Care 

897-2688 
* LIMITED OPENINGS AVAILABLE AT EACH CENTER 

rently helps around 18,000 women, infants and children under 

the age of five. 
"We want to reach out and grab people that live and work 

in Lowell. It doesn't matter if they live here - if it is convenient 
for them to come to the Lowell clinic, then they can," says 

Smith. 
Smith adds that the goal of the Kent County WIC program 

is for women to have a "healthy birth outcome and healthy 
children. We want to find out what the barriers are to healthy, 

full-term babies." 
All WIC benefits are available at the Lowell clinic and can 

be used as soon as families are signed up tor the program. 
This eliminates the hassle of going to different places to 

pick up resources. All coupons and WIC information are 

already at the Lowell Health Department clinic. 
Appointments need to be made at the Lowell clinic to sign 

up for the WIC program. Call the Kent County Health Depart-
ment at 336-3011 to make an appointment to get signed up for 

the WIC program. 
Smith sees a need for WIC in the Lowell community. 

"WIC is not growing enough here." she says. "We have 

partners in the Lowell community who can help families in 
need. Without them, we would not be effective. All of the 

services are here, just wailing to be used." 

MOPS brings mothers 
together regarding 
family related issues 
By Jessica Cilley 
Contributing Writer 

Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) is a nationwide organi-
zation thiit is a recent addition to the Lowell community. Its 

goal is to reach mothers who would like an opportunity to 
spend quality, undisturbed time with other moms. 

"We wanted to do something as an outreach, where moms 

can connect with each other without having kids as a distrac-
tion," explains Anna Leininger, who helped bring MOPS to 
Lowell. 

MOPS meetings are held on the second and fourth Tues-* 
day of every month at the Lowell Wesleyan Church. Childcare 
is provided for any mom who wants to attend the meetings. 

There is a nursery for infants and a playgroup for toddlers, 
who spend most of the time during the meeting playing or 

making crafts. 
Several adults watch over the preschoolers, who are 

dubbed MOPPETS, and are there to make sure that each child 
has fun so that they don' t miss their moms too much. 

Each meeting has different themes for moms to enjoy, 

ranging from craft projects to speakers. The speakers are 
brought in to talk with moms about family- related issues, such 
as budgeting or reading to children. 

The meetings focus on "helping moms learn how to fulfill 

their roles as mothers in this unique time of life. Also, moms 
can get together and form friendships," says Leininger. 

The Oct. 9 meeting featured Crystal Bowman, who writes 

children's books aimed at families with preschool children. 
The MOPS committee includes many women from other 

churches in the Lowell community. Anyone is invited to 
attend a MOPS meeting, whether or not they are a member of 
a church. 

"We want to be a community program," says Leininger, 
"and we want people to know that this is not a Bible study, 
although some things are presented from a Biblical perspec-
tive." 

Each meeting costs $4 per mom. Refreshments are pro-
vided for both children and their moms. 

Pre-registration isappreciatedinordertoplanforchildcare, 
but it is not mandatory. As many as 30 moms can attend each 

meeting, and with 19 attending the first one on Sept. 11, 
Lowell MOPS is off to a good start. 

To pre-register for a meeting, or to get general information 
on MOPS, call 897-6890. An answering machine is provided. 
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Readiness program prepares wide range of four year olds for kindergarten 
By Jessica Cilley 
Contributing Writer 

Not every child is ready 
to enter kindergarten when 
they reach the age of five. 
Lowell 's Four-Year Readi-
ness Program focuses on the 
developmental needs of chil-
dren with specific risk fac-
tors who would like to start 
school with confidence. 

The Readiness Program 
is available for any family 
with a child who displays a 
need as followed by the risk 
factor guideline. 

With 21 risk factors used 
as a guideline, the Readiness 
Program can reach a wide 
range of children who need 
help before they can enter 
kindergarten. 

"Each child must have at 

least two risk factors." says 
Karen Eldridge, who is the 
teacher for Lowell ' s Readi-

ness Program. 
"Some of these include 

children who had low birth 
weight, have a speech im-
pediment, or who have had 

severe ear aches that played 
against development ," ex-

plains Eldridge. 
Parents must bring chil-

dren in for screenings and fill 
out papers to determine if 
their child is eligible to par-

ticipate in the Readiness Pro-
gram. 

The only other require-
ment is that a child must be 
four years old before Dec. 1 

of the year they wish to enroll 
in the program. 

Once enrolled, children 
focus on learning skills such 

as cutting, coloring and learn-
ing to get along with each 
other. 

Eldridge points out, "The 
children are taught how to 
use words to get through con-
flicts. We focus more on their 
fine motor and gross motor 
development than ABCs and 
123s. 

"The Readiness Program 
encourages the physical, so-
cial and emotional develop-
ment of young children and 
also responds to the needs of 
the f a m i l y , " e x p l a i n s 
Eldridge. 

Parents of children en-
rolled are required by the state 
to go to group meetings twice 
a year. The Readiness Pro-
gram is funded by the state of 
Michigan, and always wel-

comes parental involvement 
in the program. 

Since this is not a pro-
gram for children over the 
age of four, children are 
watched very closely to en-
sure that positive develop-
ment is happening. 

Each year, children are 
tested by Eldridge to discover 

whether or not they are ready 
for kindergarten. Eldridge, 
along with local kindergar-
ten teachers, evaluate each 
child. 

Parents are also encour-
aged to provide input on 
whether or not they believe 

their child is ready to move 
on. 

With two sessions a day, 
five days a week, Eldridge 

can teach up to 32 children 
per year. She has a helper 

each year, which gives her 

classroom an 8 to 1 child-
teacher ratio. 

A child can become en-
rolled in Readiness any time 
during the school year. "We 
still have openings," Eldridge 
says, "and starting at any point 
of the year won't interrupt the 
learning schedule." 

Any family who may need 
help with childcare before or 
after Readiness can contact 
the Lowell YMCA, which has 
childcare scholarships for 
families who qualify. 

For more information on 
the Readiness Program or to 
get a child enrolled, call the 
Lowell Area School District's 
central office at 897-8415. 

\ 

Four-year readiness teacher, Karen Eldridge interacts with Destinie Pantoja. 

Expectant mothers 
can turn to St. Mary 
Pregnancy Center 
By Jessica Cilley 
Contributing Writer 

Every expectant mother 
needs a place to turn to when 
she needs help. In Lowell, 

that place is the St. Mary 
Pregnancy Center. 

The Center opened a little 
over three years ago. Ruth 
Collar is the director of the 

Center, which is a resource 
for "anyone who needs help," 
she says. "We don ' t turn any-

one away, no matter what." 

Collar focuses on help-
ing women who need every-
thing from pr^naiii! care to 

the basic needs of a child up 
to two years old. 

All of the resources at 
the Center are given out on a 
confidential basis. The Cen-
ter tries to focus on low-in-
come, poor, or unwed moth-

ers who can' t afford the basic 
items an infant child needs. 

There is almost nothing 
that the Pregnancy Center 

can't provide. Starting with a 
free pregnancy test, an ex-
pec t an t m o t h e r can get 

bottles, formula, car seats, 
cribs, and clothing to help 
with the first years of moth-
erhood. 

If an expectant mother 
can't afford medical insur-

ance, the Center helps with 

the paper work to obtain State 
aid, as well as WIC. 

Referrals for prenatal care 
are also given by the Center, 
providing women with good 

health care with help from 

State aid. 
Since confidentiality is 

the Center 's policy, the only 

in fo rmat ion an expectant 
mother must provide is based 
on what they need for their 

baby. 
Mothers must fill out pa-

pers on what they use and 
need each week. This is to 

ensure equal help and sup-
plies for each mother who 

needs it. An average of 80-
100 women a month use 
Lowell 's St. Mary Pregnancy 

Center. 
Women who seek the 

help of a counselor are pro-
vided with referrals. They can 
also obtain information on 
anything from STDs to absti-

nence at the Center. 
The Center relies on do-

nations for most of the sup-
plies it provides for women. 
Anyone can drop off items 

such as clothing or furniture 
when the Center is open. 

To contact the St. Mary 
Pregnancy Center, call 897-

9393. It is open on Monday 
evenings and Thursday after-

noons. 

v \ 
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David G. Durkee, O.D. 
Heidi M. Gordan, O.D. 

Lowell Vision Center 
Doctors of Optometry 

SIGNS YOUR CHILD MAY HAVE A 
VISION DEVELOPMENT PROBLEM 

• Short attention span for child's age 
• Difficulty with eye-hand-body coordination in ball play and bike riding 

• Avoidance of coloring and puzzles and other detailed activities 

H o w T o HELP YOUR 
PRESCHOOLER'S VISION DEVELOP: 

• Read aloud to child (allow him or her to see what you are reading 
• Provide safe opportunities to use playground equipment 

like jungle gym and balance beam 
• Allow time for interacting with other children 

and for playing independently 
• Provide a chalkboard, finger paints and different shaped blocks, 

showing child how to use them in imaginative play. 

1002 D West Main St. • Lowell 
(616) 897-2020 
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TOTS puts the focus on value of family 
By Jessica Cilley Contributing Writer 

Kathy Cole has left no detail out of her program. She is 
so thorough, in fact, that Lowell's TOTS on Track may be 
used as a model for other TOTS programs in the county. 

The TOTS program is available for all parents with 
children from birth to beginning school. There are a few 
classes that require a very small fee of $1 per week. The rest 
are free to all families. 

TOTS offers a wide variety of activities each month for 
families. There are weekly play groups, in which parents 
participate with their child during games, songs and stories. 

There is also a different handout given to families each 
week. Cole knows that families don't always have time to 
read a book, so she makes sure that her material is quick and 
easy to read, while giving out the most comprehensive infor-
mation. 

A newsletter is sent out every other month to local 
families involved with the TOTS program. 

Each newsletter contains information about school readi-
ness. TOTS programs, and common family and child devel-
opment issues. 

Since the TOTS program focuses on the importance of 

family. Cole schedules a family night into each month. 
On family night, the whole family, including siblings, is 

invited to participate in activities like stories and games that 
are geared towards having fun as a family. 

Starting this year. Cole has added the Bright Beginnings 
Parent Group, a workshop for parents that will cover a 
different topic of child development each month. 

The parents choose the topics, so each class is unique to 
the concerns of the parents who are enrolled in the program. 
There will also be special speakers at these meetings to help 
cover a wide range of concerns. 

Another activity is the monthly mom's night out in which 
all moms enrolled in the TOTS program get together and have 
fun while their children are at home. 

The moms decide what they do each month. There is no 
charge except for if the group does something that requires 
money, like dinner or a movie. 

The TOTS program also delivers free New Baby Wel-
come Bags to Lowell area families with a new baby. Each bag 
contains information on child development in the first year, as 
well as small gifts, books, audiotapes, and other parenting 
resources. 

Additionally, an "Almost New" sale is held every spring. 
This gives families the opportunity to buy, sell or trade toys, 
clothes, and other baby essentials with families in the area. 

Cole believes that "The early years are critical years for a 
child's social and emotional development. (We) want parents 
to take advantage of that time. The mission of the TOTS 
program is to help all families raise children that are healthy 
and ready to learn," Cole explains. 

This is the fourth year that TOTS on Track has been 
helping to educate parents and children in Lowell. 

With over 750 families participating in some way with the 
Lowell TOTS program, Cole keeps very busy trying to make 
sure that each family receives the guidance they need from her. 

To get enrolled in the Lowell TOTS program, which is 
located in the Bright Beginnings Early Childhood Center, call 
897-1232 and ask for Kathy Cole. 

There is also a website, www.schoolnotes.com, that has 
schedule and enrollment information. 

TOTS is funded by the Lowell Area Community Fund and 
the Lowell Area Schools. 

Childcare just one of many programs offered through YMCA 
By Jessica Cilley Contributing Writer 

The YMCA has a wide range of programs for anyone in 
any community to take advantage of. There are exercise 
programs, wellness programs, sports, and more. Just one call 
to a local YMCA branch will open doors to many different 
activities. 

The Lowell YMCA branch even offers different childcare 
programs to meet the needs of people throughout the commu-
nity. The childcare is mainly for children under age five. 

There are two locations in Lowell where the YMCA 
provides childcare: at the First Congregational Church and at 
the Bneht Beainnines Early Childhood Center in the former 

W W W • 

Runciman Elementary School. 
The program at the First Congregational Church starts for 

children as young as six weeks and provides childcare through 
aee four. 

"I have been able to watch kids grow from as young as six 
weeks old because this is a year round program," says Beth 
Eggleston, who is the director of the Lowell YMCA Child 
Development Center. 

The YMCA has a priority to keep the ratio of children to 
caretakers as low as possible. For instance, one adult never has 
more than four infants, and two people are assigned to only 
seven toddlers at a time. 

Childcare workers "incorporate actions that reach all 
developmental stages, including gross and fine motor, social 
and emotional. We do leach preschool type skills in the 
childcare program," explains Eggleston. 

Activities such as circle time and learning colors, numbers 
and shapes are encouraged at both locations. 

The YMCA also emphasizes the importance of family in 
their programs. Any parent who has the chance to participate 
during childcare is encouraged to do so. 

Each day, breakfast, lunch and an afternoon snack are 
provided at the church location. 

The childcare program at Bright Beginnings is only for 
children who are enrolled in either the Readiness Program for 
four year olds or Lowell Head Start. 

These programs both take place at Runciman, so children 
who are in these programs and YMCA childcare need only to 
be transported to and from Runciman by their parents. The 
YMCA does not provide transportation. 

The childcare al Bright Beginnings is provided in the 
morning before each program and in the afternoon until 
parents can come to pick up their children. Both locations are 
open from 6 a.m. - 6 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

While the children who slay at Runciman have to bring 
their own lunches, they do receive breakfast and an afternoon 
snack. 

YMCA Childcare, confd . pg. 19 

Working Hard 
For You. 

We're committed to providing the 
best products possible, as well as 
superior service and unmatched 

convenience. Whether you bank at a 
banking center, at an AIM, by phone 
or from your computer, you'll find 

no one works harder for you. 

t FifthThird Bank 
Working Hard To Be The Only Bank You'll Ever Need!" 

Lowell Banking Center 

897-1800 

Protect Your Family 
And Home For 
Pennies A Day. 
Auto-Owners decreasing term 
life and mortgage payment 
disability insurance provides 
money to pay off the mortgage 
or other debts if you die, and 
continues making mortgage 
payments if you're disabled. 
Contact your local Auto-Owners 
agency for details. 

tyfuto- Owners 

Insurance 
Lite Home Car Business 

—Thi No PtobfamPeoftfa; 

' • 

Dale Triplett 

Speerstra Agency 
835 W. Main St. 
Lowell, Ml 49331 

897-9259 
(800)804-3322 
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M A K I N G THE RIGHT CONNECTIONS 
L O W E L L A R E A F A M I L Y R E S O U R C E S 

P R E S C H O O L S 

• FRANCISCAN LIFK PROCESS C E N T E R 

11650 Downes NE 
PH: 897-7842 .... 

• L O W E L L FIRST U N I T E D METHODIST PRESCHOOL 

621 E. Main 
PH: 897-8690 

• LOWELL H E A D START 

Local: PH: 897-7920 Central office: PH: 453-4145 
Program for children 3 - 5 years 

Designed to meet the special needs of children from low 
income families. 

• Y M C A C H I L D DEVELOPMENT C E N T E R 

404 N. Hudson 
PH: 897-4371 
Before and after school programs 
Cherry Creek School Age Child Care 
12675 Foreman SE 
PH: 897-2688 
Runciman Administration Building 300 High St. 

LOWELL AREA SCHOOLS EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS 

• 300 High Street, Lowell 
PH: 897-8415 
Bert Bleke, Superintendent of Schools 

• Bus transportation available for all preschool programs. 

P R E - P R 1 M A R Y I M P A I R E D P R O G R A M ( P P I ) 

• Program for children 2 1/2-5 years with "special needs" 
as defined by stale special education guidelines. 

R E A D I N E S S P R E S C H O O L 

• Designed k) promote the overall- development of children 
who are four years old by Dec. 1. Eligibility factors considered 
for placement. 

TOTS O N T R A C K F O R S C H O O L 

• Program for families to promote health and school readi-
ness. Includes a new baby welcome gift bag, parent education, 
family activities, family resource center playgroups, and news-
letter. 

• LOWELL COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

Riverside Building 
320 N. Monroe 
PH: 897-8235 
Day and evening adult high school completion and GED 

preparation classes. Many enrichment classes offered. 

• KENT REGIONAL 4-C's 

PH: 451-8281 
Organization to assist families in locating licensed child 

care 

• PARENT H E L P LINE 

PH: 1 -800-942-HELP 

• POISON CENTER 

PH: 1-800-356-3232 

H E A L T H R E S O U R C E S 

LOWELL FAMILY MEDICAL CENTER 

2550 W. Main, Lowell 
PH: 252-5600 

Paul R. Gauthier, DO; James C. Lang, DO; John G. Meier, 
D.O.; Kevin E. Miller, D.O.I Larissa Hollander, P.A. 

LOWELL MEDICAL SPECIALIST, P.C. 

1150 N. Hudson, Lowell 
PH: 897-8436 
Mark A. Evenhouse, MD 
John R. Mogor, MD 
Joan C. Miedema, MD 

CHIROPRACTORS 

• Doctors Chiropractic 
11827 E. Fulton, Lowell 
PH: 8974999 

• Wellman/Harrison Chiropractors 
2531 W. Main St., Lowell 
PH: 897-6526 

LOWELL PUBLIC HEALTH CLINIC 

• Lowell Township Hall 
2910 Alden Nash SE, Lowell PH: 897-7600 
Wednesdays only: 8:30 - 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Free immunizations for children. 

P H A R M A C I E S 

• R I T E - A I D P H A R M A C I E S 

1401 W. Main, Lowell 
PH: 897-5606 

• LOWELL PHARMACY/FAMILY F A R E 

2153 W. Main, Lowell 
PH: 897-0516 

D E N T I S T S & O R T H O D O N T I S T S 

YMCA Childcare, 

Cont'd... From Page 18 
There are no income requirements in order to get involved 

with the YMCA childcare programs. However, if a family 
needs assistance to afford childcare, the YMCA offers schol-
arships and also accepts FIA. 

The state of Michigan offers grants to receive free or 
reduced childcare with the YMCA for children who are 
enrolled in either the Readiness or the Head Start program. 

Eggleston may be reached at 897-8445, ext. 3. She can 
help with information on which YMCA childcare program is 
best suited for any family situation. 

J U D D CARROLL, D M D 

103 E. Main St., Lowell 
PH: 897-7595 

FAMILY DENTISTRY OF LOWELL 

505 W. Main St., Lowell 
PH: 897-4835 

T O D D GILLAN D D S P C 

2186 W. Main St., Lowell 
PH: 897-8491 

• J O H N MONTICELLO D D S M S 

505 W. Main St., Lowell 
PH: 897-6463 

• JAMES REAGAN D D S 

207 W. Main St., Lowell 
PH: 897-7179 

• M A R T I N D . VREDENBURG D D S P C 

1150 N. Hudson, Lowell 
PH: 897-8429 

• STEPHEN WATKINS D D S 

1460 Hawthorne Hills Dr. SE, Lowell 
PH: 897-5237 

O P T I C A L S E R V I C E 

• A D A VISION CENTER 

416 Thornapple Village, Ada 
PH: 676-1283 
Thomas P. Reyburn, O.D. 
Stacy L. Davis, O.D. 

• K E N T O P T I C A L , INC. 

505 W. Main St.. Lowell 
PH: 897-0330 

• L O W E L L VISION C E N T E R 

2186 W. Main St., Lowell 
PH: 897-2020 
David G. Durkee, O.D, FAAO 

LOWELL AREA LIBRARIES 

• A L T O LIBRARY 

6071 Linfield, Alto 
PH: 868-6038 

• ENGLEHARDT P U B L I C LIBRARY 

200 N. Monroe, Lowell 
PH: 897-9596 

LOWELL AREA PARKS 

• RICHARDS PARK 

320 N.Hudson Si. 

• CREEKSIDE PARK 

1550 Gee Drive 

• STONEY LAKESIDE PARK 

1200 Bowes Road 

• FALLASBLRG P A R K 

1110 Fallasburg Road 

ACCESS 6/FLAT RIVER OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

519 E. Main 
PH: 897-5936 

• Emergency food bank and assistance with rent and utilities. 
Used clothing, toys, books, housewares. 

If you need emergency shelter, food, or help paying utility 
bills: 

FIRST CALL FOR HELP (616) 459-2255 

• FAMILY INDEPENDENCE AGENCY ( F I A ) 

(616) 247-6000 

• T H E SALVATION A R M Y - BOOTH FAMILY SERVICES 

(616)459-9468 

If you need to ask questions or get help with parenting issues: 

• C H I L D AND FAMILY RESOURCE C O U N C I L 

(616) 454-HOPE (4673) 

• PARENT HELPLINE 

(24 hours a day) 1 - 8 0 0 - 9 4 2 - 4 3 5 7 

If you are pregnant and have questions or need help with 
health care issues: 

• K E N T COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

(616) 336-3030 

• M A R C H OF D I M E S - RESOURCE C E N T E R 

L - S O O - M O D I M E S ( 6 6 3 - 4 6 3 7 ) 

If you have questions or need help with child development 
issues: 

• EARLY O N OF K E N T C O U N T Y 

(616) 365-2310 

Atlentlon All Coaches. Proud Parents, 

Athletes & Others W h o Wish To 

Suhmit Photos In The Ledger... 

It !• Important that the 
subject's face not be shaded 
In order to print your photo 

clearly in the paper. 

All group pictures shouid 
betaken 

WITHOUT 
caps, visors, etc. 

Photo* will no longer be 
accepted If fecee are too dark. 

http://www.schoolnotes.com
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Parents play a significant role 
in teaching early basic skills 

^ Meeting children's developmental needs 
. . . the charge of Lowell's PPI program 

• ••• Parents as Teachers funded in part by the Englehardt 

Lowell Area Community Fund is free to, any family with 

children under the age of three. 

By Jessica Cilley Contributing Writer 

There is one thing thai Ronda Delnick 
knows tor sure, and that is that parents are 
the most important tool in their child's 
education. In January she helped bring 
Parents As Teachers to the Lowell educa-
tion system. 

PAT is a nationwide organization that 
has existed for close to 20 years. With the 
help of an Englehardt grant. Lowell has 
been able to start this program, which is 
free to any family with children under the 
age of three. 

Delnick is so far the only parent educa-
tor. She has been a busy one at that, having 
visited 18 families at their homes since the 
program started. 

The important ingredient in PAT is that 
the parent educators go into the homes and 
help parents understand how important it is 
to start teaching children basic skills at the 
earliest possible age: birth. 

There are a lot of areas the PAT pro-
gram focuses on with each child. Parents 
are taught what to expect with each devel-
opment of motor, language, thinking and 
social skills. They are also taught how to 
make the most of each skill by developing 
activities in the home that will encourage 
their child to learn and thrive. 

Each time Delnick goes to a family's 
home, she brings along information which 
helps the parents understand each phase of 
development before or as it occurs in order 

to better appreciate and respond to their 
child's evolving needs. 

"I bring information on typical things a 
child at a certain age may be experiencing 
- potty training, temper tantrums, disci-
pline techniques and more." she explains. 

She tries to focus on what is unique to 
the developmental stage of each child, so 
different families will receive different in-
formation each time she sees them, which 
is typically once a month. 

Each visit is centered on the nap sched-
ule of the child Delnick is working with 
and lasts for about an hour. 

Delnick also works with teen moms 
she meets through Lowell's Unity High 
School. She has one-on-one meetings with 
each mother and child once a month, as 
well as weekly group meetings. 

Since Delnick is the only parent educa-
tor in Lowell, she hopes to obtain more 
help so the Lowell PAT program can ex-
pand. Her goal is to teach parents that 
"buying toys is not enough" to raise a 
healthy, happy child. 

PAT provides periodic screening to 
check a child's developmental and lan-
guage skills. There are also opportunities 
for parents to join in play activities with 
their child in order to learn about parent/ 
child play interaction. 

For more information on how to get 
involved in PAT. call the Lowell Area 
Schools office at 897-1232. 

By Jessica Cilley 
Contributing Writer 

For the past 11 years, Lori Ingraham has 
been working to improve the education of 
special needs children. She is a teacher in the 
Pre-Primary Impaired (PPI) program that is 
offered through the Lowell School system. 
PPI is a class which focuses on the develop-
mental needs of two-to-five-year-old children 
that have a state-identified impairment. These 
may include significant delays or differences 
in speech and language development, learn-
ing. behavior, or large- or small-muscle coor-

Sandy Keeney, PPI teacher, has the 
children join her in a song. 

dination. 

The program includes many activities that 
can be seen in any preschool classroom, in-
cluding painting, coloring, cooking (real and 
pretend), play dough, and computer, as well as 
daily circle times, snack, outdoor play, gym. 

music and art. 
The classes are provided during the regu-

lar school-year schedule. Both Ingraham 
and Sandy Keeney teach two classes per 
day. Each class runs about two hours and 15 
minutes per day. These classes are free to 
any child who has undergone screening and 
has been determined to have special needs in 
educat ion.— . . 

Each class has a maximum of ^ . ch i l -
dren, and requires frequent visits from par-
ents. These visits will be lengthened to around 
one-and-a-half hours per family per day this 
year, enabling the parents to learn how their 
child is doing as well as helping the teachers 
know if positive developmental changes are 
happening in the home. The meetings are 
designed to open communication for parents 
with questions or concerns about their chil-
dren. 

Ingraham believes there are many chil-
dren who do not get the developmental help 
they need because many parents don't know 
that these types of programs exist. More-
over, she is concerned that parents may not 
want their kids in a special needs program. 

To that she says, "We focus on the 
positive elements of our special needs pro-
gram - we try to offer the same kind of 
program as in any other preschool but we 
focus on special needs." 

Any parent with a concern for their 
child's development can call the Lowell 
Area School District office at 897-8415 to 
set up an appointment to have their child 
screened. 

The free screening takes place at Ken-
O-Sha, where there is a range of diagnostic 
tests, including emotional, social and lan-
guage that determines what kind of help a 
child needs. A pediatrician can also make a 
referral for a parent to Ken-O-Sha. 

The Lowell Area School District has its 
own screening which is done only in the 
spring. 

i 

\ 

M 

At Huntington, we've always believed that the arts That's why we're proud to support local artists of all 

can add color, dimension and perspective to our lives. kinds, and of all ages, in the communit ies we serve. 

Huntington is proud to support the Lowell Community . 

% Huntington 
Call toll-free 1-877-480-2345 • www.huntington.com 

Banking. Investments. Insurance. 

Member FDIC. and Huntington* are federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated Securities are offered through The Huntington Investment Company, 
member NASO/SIPC, a subsidiary of The Huntington National Bank. ©2001 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. FimnciMl servias tinct 1966. 
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COM INC. 
Notices In The Ledger's "Com-

ing Events" are free of charge 

to any nonprofit organization 

in the Lowell, Ada, Alto, and 

Saranac areas. We prefer 

such notices to be kept brief 

and to be submitted by mail, 

but will accept notices by 

phone at 897-9261. 

EVERY MONTH: The Flat 
River Snowmobile Club 
meets at the clubhouse at 
11841 Potters Rd. just east 
of Montcalm Ave. For 
meeting dates and times 
call 897-5015. Guests are 
welcome. 

1ST SUN. OF EACH 
MON.: Family Council of 
Laurels of Kent volunteer 
group meets at 3 p.m. to 
discuss enhancing the 
lives of residents and staff, 
promoting a more pleas-
ant living and working 
environment in the home. 
Public is invited to attend. 

EVERY MON.: Lowell 
High School Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes and 
Friends - meets from 7-
8:30 p.m. in members' 
homes. See poster in high 
school cafeteria or call 
676-1355 for details. 

SECOND MON. OF EACH 
MONTH: Fallasburg His-
torical Society holds its 
monthly board meeting in 
the meeting room of Engle-
hardt Library at 7 p.m. 
Public invited. 

SECOND MON. OF EACH 
MONTH: The Lowell 
Board of Education meets 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Admin-
istration Building, former 
Runciman Elementary, 
300 High Street. 

SECOND MON. OF EACH 
MONTH: The Bowne 
Township Historical Soci-
ety holds its regular 
meetings at the Historical 
Museum at 84th and Alden 
Nash, 7:30 p.m. 

MON. OR TUES.: Cub 
Scouts for boys in 1 st - 5th 
grades, in Alto or in Lowell. 
Contact Terry Amidon at 
897-8751 for more infor-
mation. 

FOURTH MONDAY OF 
EACH MONTH: American 
Legion Clark-Ellis Post 152 
at Lowell V.F.W. Hall, 307 
E. Main St. at 8 p.m. 

EVERY 1 ST MON.: V.F.W. 
Post #8303 meets at 
V.F.W. Clubroom, 307 E. 
Main St., Lowell, 7:30 p.m. 

EVERY MON.: Boy Scout 
Troop 102, for boys 11 & 
up or completing the 5th-
grade, meet 7to8:30 p.m. 
during the school year in 
the Scout Cabin at the end 
of N. Washington St. En-
joy activities like hiking and 

camping and learn skills 
that can last a lifetime. For 
infor call T erry Cavanaugh, 
868-6481. 

TUES.: Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly Tops Ml#372 
meets at Key Heights Mo-
bile Home Park Community 
Building. Weigh-ins at 5:45 , 
p.m. 

TUES.: Flat River 
Woodcarvers meet at 
LAAC from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. New members wel-
come. 

1ST TUES.: Adults with 
AD/HD at Calvin College^-
9 p.m. No cost. All welcome. 
For info, call Gary Engle at 
897-6325 or 248-2423. 

1ST TUES.: WINGS Par-
ent Group meetings from 
7:30 to 9 p.m., usually in 
Board Room at 300 High 
St. Business meetings are 
on odd months & program 
meetings on even months. 
Open to any interested 
parents. 

EVERY SECOND & 
FOURTH TUES.: Knights 
of Columbus #7719 meets 
St. Mary School, 7:30 p.m. 

EVERY SECOND TUES.: 
Lowell Masonic Lodge 
regular meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
at the Masonic Center, 119 
Lincoln Lake, Lowell. All 
Masons are welcome. 

EVERY 1ST&3RDTUES.: 
Lowell Lions Club meets at 
6:30 p.m. at Look Memo-
rial Fire Station, S. Hudson. 

EVERY 3RD TUES.: Par-
ents of children with AD/ 
HD Issues Group meeting 
at St. Luke's Lutheran 
Church, 32156 4 Mile NE 
(& E. Beltline) at 7 p.m. 
Call Linda at 874-5662. For 
teen group info., call Sarah 
281-6588. 

EVERY 1ST TUES: Adults 
with AD/HD Issues Group 
meeting at Calvin College 
Rm. 206 of the Commons 
bldg. For information call 
Connie 942-6887. 

EVERY OTHER WED.: 
6:45-8:45 p.m. G.E.M.S. 
Girls Club - Calvary Chris-
tian Reformed Church. 
Girls ages 8-13. 897-8694. 

EVERY WED.: Pioneer 
Clubs 6:30-8 p.m. Ever-
green Missionary Church, 
10501 Settlewood Dr. Chil-
dren ages 4 thru 7th grade. 
Call 897-5894 for details. 

WED.: 8 p.m. ALANON 
meets at Lowell Congre-
gational Church basement. 

EVERY WED.: Rotary 
meets at noon at Lowell 
Masonic Temple. 

EVERY WED.: The "Pep-
pers" (senior adults) meets 
at Franciscan Life Process 
Center from 1-3:30 p.m. 
$10 per week. Transporta-
tion available. Call Pat at 
897-7842. 

EVERY SECOND WED.: 
Grand Rapids Machine 
Knitters Club meets at 
Kentwood Library, 4799 
Kalamazoo Ave. SE at 1 
p.m. Call Sara Coates 365-
1247 or Bette Frieswyk at 
949-8655 for info. 

EVERY SECOND WED.: 
G.F.W.C. Lowell Women's 
Club meets at 12 p.m. in 
the community room at 
Schneider Manor, 725 
Bowes Rd. 

EVERY FOURTH WED.: 
Elderly volunteers needed 
to participate in the 
Intergenerational program 
with school-age children 
from Lowell in seasonal 
activities. Times available: 
9:45to 10:45 a.m. or 12:45 
to 1:45p.m. Call SisterCol-
leen Ann Nagle, F.S.E. at 
the Franciscan Child De-
velopment Center, 
897-7842. 

EVERY FOURTH WED.: 
Support group for Periph-
eral neuropathy meets at 4 
p.m. at St. Paul's Anglican 
Church, 2560 Lake Michi-
gan Dr. N.W., Grand 
Rapids. Call 897-9794. 

EVERY WED.: Overeaters 
Anonymous, 7:30 p.m. at 
Forest Hills Presbyterian 
Church, 7495 Cascade Rd. 
(at 36th St.) No fees, no 
dues, no weigh-ins. 

EVERY THURS.: TakeOff 
Pounds Sensibly Tops Ml 
No. 333, Saranac, meets 
at the Saranac Public Li-
brary. Weigh-ins at 6:45 
p.m. 

THURS.: Weight Watch-
ers meets at Lowell 
Nazarene Church, 201 N. 
Washington, at 5:30 and 
7 p.m. Registration begins 
1/2 hour before meetings. 
New members are i nvited 
to join at any time. Call l-
800-651-6000. 

EVERY THURS. - St. 
Mary's Pregnancy Crisis 
Center, 402 Amity St., non-
denominational help for 
pregnant women and ado-
lescents at the school. 
From 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.; on 
Mondays from 5:30 - 8 
p.m. Phone 897-9393. 

FIRSTTHURS.: 4-H drama 
club examines theater-re-
lated topics, creative and 
personal development 
skills. Meetings held at 
Lowell Middle School choir 
room. For information call 
897-1502 after 5 p.m. 

FIRST AND THIRD 
THURS.: The Alto Lions 
Club meets at Bowne Cen-
ter Fellowship Hall, corner 
of 84th & M-50 (Alden 
Nash) at 7 p.m. 

EVERY 2ND THURS.: 
N.A.R.F.E. meets 1:30p.m. 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
2700 E. Fulton. 

EVERYTHURS.: Saranac 
Community and Area Mu-
sic Makers at Saranac High 
School. Choir: 6:30 - 7:30 
p.m.; Band: 7:30-8:15p.m. 
Call Kathy at 642-6316/ 
897-5981 for info. 

EVERY SECOND 
THURS.: Lowell V.F.W. 
Auxiliary #8303 meets at 
3:30 p.m. at the V.F.W. 
Post, 307 W. Main St., Low-
ell. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
Parents Supporting Par-
ents-support group at 
Franciscan Life Process 
Center offers topics and 
discussion for parents of 
children all ages. Call 897-
7842 for time. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
Royal Arch Masons regu-
lar meeting at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Lowell Masonic Cen-
ter, 119 Lincoln Lake, 
Lowell. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
LaLeche League of Ada, 
Cascade & Lowell meets at 
6:30 p.m. for socializing; 
meeting at 7 p.m. Motherto 
mother support for preg-
nant & breastfeeding 
women. Nursing children 
are welcome to attend. Lo-
cated at a church in Ada. 
Please call 752-8300 for 
more information. 

SECOND SAT. OF EV-
ERY MONTH: The Ada 
Historical Society meets at 
the Averill Historical Mu-
seum of Ada, 7144 Headley 
at 1 p.m. 

SECOND THURS. OF 
EACH MONTH: Geneal-
ogy - The Alto Family Tree 
Club meets at Alto Public 
Library from 6:30 p.m. - 8 
p.m. 

ONCE A MONTH SAT.: 
Franciscan Life Process 
Center program for siblings 
of children with special 
needs, ages 5-15 from 1 -4 
p.m. Activities include cook-
ing, music, arts, crafts, etc. 
Call Sister Mary Margaret 
897-7842 to register and 
fjjid out dates. 

# 

SECOND SAT.: Lowell 
Amateur Radio Club meets 
at Lowell High School. 9 
a.m. social gathering: 10 
a.m. meeting. LARC spon-
sors the 145.27 MHz area 
radio repeater system. 

EVERY FRI. & SAT.: 
Averill Historical Museum 
of Ada at 7144 Headley is 
openfroml to4p.m.Open 
other times by appoint-
ment. Call 676-9346. 

LOWELL AREA HIS-
TORICAL MUSEUM 
HOURS: - Tues., Sat. & 
Sun.: 1-4 p.m.; Thurs., 1-8 
p.m. Families: $10; indi-
viduals $3; ages 5-17 
$1.50; members are free. 

ENGLEHARDT LI-
BRARY HOURS: Mon -
Wed.,12-8p.m.;Thurs. & 
Fri.: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Sat.: 9:30a.m. -2:30p.m. 

WOMEN OF THE 
MOOSE: Business meet-
ing held the third Monday 
of each month at 8 p.m. 

LOWELL AREA ARTS 
COUNCIL: Open Tues., 
Wed. & Fri.: noon - 5 p.m.; 
Thurs.: noon-7 p.m.; Sat.: 
1-4 p.m. 149 S. Hudson. 

THURS., NOV. 29: Com-
modities distribution at 
Lowell Moose Recre-
ational Center. 

FRI., NOV. 30: Commu-
nity Vespers Service & 
Luminaries at 6:30 p.m. 
on Riverwalk Plaza with 
Lowell Area Ministerium 
Association. 

FRI., NOV. 30: Flu shots 
given to all (don't have to 
be a resident of the twp.) 
at Grattan Twp. Hall from 
9-11 a.m. Cost: $15/ or 
bring Medicare card and 
Medicare will be billed 
direct.Twp. office #691-
8450. 

SAT., DEC. 1: Pancake 
breakfast at King Memo-
rial Youth Center at 
fairgrounds 8 a.m. - noon. 
Pictures with Santa from 8 
- 9:45 a.m. $3 each. 

SAT., DEC. 1: Christmas 
Luminary Walk on 
Wittenbach Center trails. 
2 - 6 p.m. Snowshoes 
available: $10 adults/$5 
children. Hot chocolate. 

SAT., DEC. 1: Pictures 
with Santa after the Christ-
mas parade at former 
White Swan, $3 each. 

SAT. & SUN., DEC. 1& 2: 
Saranac Community & 
Area Music Makers con-
cert on Sat., 7 p.m.; Sun., 
3 p.m. at Saranac High 
School. Adults: $5/Sr. Citi-
zens & students: $3. Call 
522-0152 with ?'s. 

MON., DEC. 3: Athletic 
Boosters business meet-
ing at Lowell High School 
staff lounge at 7 p.m. 

WED., DEC. 5: The 
Lowell Area Fire Dept. is 
sponsoring a blood drive 
for the Grand Valley Blood 
program from 2-7 p.m. at 
Look Memorial Fire Sta-
tion, 315 S. Hudson. 

SAT., DEC. 8: 19th an-
nual Rogue River Artisans 
of Michigan show & sale 
from 9 - 4 p.m. at Lowell 
High School. Over 75 de-
signers/artists; $1 
admission at door to sup-
port Lowell class of 2003. 
Light breakfast and lunch 
available. 

SAT., DEC. 8: Franciscan 
Life Process Center offer-
ing a program for siblings 
of children with special 
needs, ages 5-15,1-4 p.m. 
Call Mary Margaret 897-
7842 to register. 

SUN., DEC. 9: The Clark-
Ellis American Legion and 
Auxiliary annual Christmas 
dinner will be at 1 p.m. at 
Schneider Manor. Meat 
and beverage will be fur-
nished. Bring a dish to pass 
and own table service. 
Sponsors are Richard and 
Phyllis Bieri. 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

L O W E L L S E N I O R N E I G H B O R S C A L E N D A R 
897-5949 

MON.: 8:30 a.m. Walk at 
Woodland Mall. 

TUES.: 8:30 a.m. Walk at 
Woodland Mall. 

WED.: 12:30 Shop at 
Family Fare. 

THURS.: 9 a.m. Walk 
Shop at the Malls; 9:3C 
a.m. Crafts; 1 p.m. Eu 
chre. 

FRI.: 8:30 a.m. Walk a 
Woodland Mall. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

WED., NOV. 28: 8 a.m. 
Women's breakfast; 
12:40 p.m. Shop Family 
Fare. 

THURS., NOV.29:12:00 
p.m. Dance at West Side 
Complex. 

FRI., NOV. 30: 12:40 
p.m. Bingo. 

http://www.huntington.com
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Lee's Towing moves into industrial district approved by commissioners 
By J.N. Boorsma Contributing Writer 

The decision of Bruce Kass to move his towing service 
business out of his home has led the Lowell Planning Commis-
sion to discover the city doesn't allow for such businesses 
anywhere. 

Kass is interested in moving his business. Lee's Towing, 
to 609 Ottawa in an existing building. However, review of the 
city ordinance made Kass and real estate agent, Joice Smith-
realize the city doesn't allow for towing services within its 
borders. 

Kass and Smith went before the planning commission 
Monday night in hopes of getting an interpretation of the 
ordinance that would allow Kass to move his company. Lee's 
Towing, to the Lowell city location. 

"When we were here a year ago, didn't we allow for 

vehicle service stations?" Smith said to the commission. 
City manager. David Pasquale said that was for Top 

Notch, which located on Main Street and is a detailing busi-
ness. It was determined such vehicle service stations were 
permitted by right. The problem faced by Lee's Towing is that 
towing services are defined with body shops in the ordinance 
because of the issue of storing cars. 

*1 think the real issue behind that is the storage of the 
vehicles," said planning commissioner, James Pfaller. 

Kass said he could understand the city's concern of an area 
not becoming a Junk heap. In his business, about 90 percent of 
the vehicles are usually towed to a mechanic, dealer or 
residence. 

"Occasionally. I have to hold one over night, and seldom, 
a week," Kass said. 

The location on Ottawa would be for the storage and 

maintenance of the business's vehicles, office space and. 
when necessary, to store vehicles. Part of Kass's reasoning to 
move his operation from home is because his current location 
to store vehicles, which is offsite, was not as secure as he 
would like. 

After some discussion, the planning commission agreed 
that since Kass did not plan to make any changes to the 
building, the business could move into that location with 
interior storage only. Over the next couple of months, the 
planning commission plans to review the issue of exterior 
storage for such a businessand add the listing to the industrial 
zone, which the property is zoned. 

Kass said he could agree to the interior storage and wait for 
the planning commission to work out the other issues. 

LEGAL 

EASE 
By 

Jonathan David 

DEAR JOS'ATM AN: My 
grandmotherdied last month, 
just six months after making 
her will. I am the sole benefi-
ciary of her estate. My father 
was named as a beneficiary 
of the cash sum of S100.000 
but he died a few weeks prior 
to my 2randmother's death. 0 w 

Since there was no one named 

in the will to take in his place. 
I naturally assumed that I 
would receive that $100,000 
also. However, the attorney 
who read the will indicated 
that the S100.000 was to go to 
my father's children in equal 
shares. Since I have four sib-
lings. then I would only lake a 
1/5 share of that SI00.000 if 

this attorney is correct. The 
$80,000 question is whether 
he is right. I normally 
wouldn't care, but my broth-
ers and sisters had nothing to 
do with my grandmother and 
it almost seems hypocritical 
that they would be entitled to 
a portion of her estate. 
JONATHAN SAYS: The at-
torney is right. Michigan's 
Estates and Protected Indi-
viduals Code (EPIC), which 
became effective on April 1, 
2000, is very clear on this 
point. If the beneficiary is a 
grandparent, a descendant of 
a grandparent or a step-child 
of the donor and that benefi-
ciary predeceases the donor, 
then unless the will slates 

All For Under *15! 
Great Gift Ideas 

• Scratch pads of paper, $1.25 a lb. 
(while supplies last} 

> Seasons Greeting pads of paper w/red 
or green ink! 2 sizes available 

$2.00 & $4.00 

• Key Cards, $10. Good thru 9/02. 
Discounts at Lowell & Grand Rapids 

businesses. 

• In-county Subscription to the 
Lowell Ledger, $12.50. We'll even send 

them a Christmas card for you. 

Stop by our office for one of these great gifts! 

The Lowell Ledger 
105 N. Broadway, Lowell 

897-9261 

otherwise, the beneficiary's 
descendants take the deceased 
beneficiary's gift inhisorher 
place. In other words, if the 
language in the will simply 
says, "to Joe Smith, if he sur-
vives me", and nothing more, 
then this language will be in-
terpreted to actually say. "to 
Joe Smith, if he survives me, 
and if he does not survive me, 
then to his descendants who 
survive me." 

In your grandmother's case, 
if it were her intent that the 
gift made to your father was to 
go to you if he predeceased 
her, then what she should have 
said is something similar to 
the following: "To my son, 
Joe Smith, if he survives me, 
and if he fails to survive me, 
then to my grandson, Joe 
Smith, Jr.". 
Since your grandmother did 

not state it this way, then the 
$ 100,000 gift will be divided 
in equal shares among you 
and your siblings, leaving you 
with a $20,000 share rather 
than the entire $ 100,000 share. 

DEAR JONATHAN: I have 
four brothers and sisters. My 
father recently died and after 
reading his will, all of us were 
surprised (some were 
shocked) at how he divided 
up his estate among us. Some 
of us got substantially more 
than others and there does not 
appear to be any rhyme or 
reason for what he did. My 
sister and I, who got the great-
est share of his estate, do not 
need the money and would 
1 ike to equal ize our shares with 
those who got less than us. 
Are we able to do this, or are 

we simply stuck with how 
the will reads? 
JONATHAN SAYS: Under 
Michigan law, beneficiaries 
under a will can alter the 
amounts to which they are 
entitled under that will in any 
way they want so long as it is 
put in a written agreement 
signed by all the beneficia-
ries who are affected. In other 
words, you and your brothers 
and sisters can provide in a 
written agreement that not-
withstanding your father's 
will, his estate is to be di-
vided equally among each of 
you, subject to the rights of 
creditors and taxing authori-
ties. If you do this, the per-
sonal representative of your 
father's estate is required to 
abide by the terms of the 
agreement. 

We must believe in luck. For how else can we explain the 
success of those we don't like. 

, Joan Cocteau 
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Family Dentistry & Braces 
Todd Gillan, D.D.S. 

Quality Dental Care 
For You & Your Family 

• We Welcome New Patients 

• Early Morning & Evening 

Appointments Available 

• We Cater To Cowards 

• Free Evaluation For Braces 

(across from Family Fare Shopping Plaza) 

2186 W. Main • Lowell 
» » > » ; • : • • 

897-8491 
NOT A SPECIAI ST 

CCCOSCCCCOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOOOQOCCCOGC I 
Attention All Coaches, Proud Parents, 

Athletes & Others Who Wish To 
Submit Photos In The Ledger... 

It is important that the 
subject's face not be shaded 
in order to print your photo 

clearly in the paper. 

All group pictures should 
be taken 

WITHOUT 
caps, visors, etc. 

Photos will no longer be 
accepted if faces are too dark. 
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City approves liquor license for proposed Main St. Bistro 
By J.N. Boorsma Contributing Writer 

The Lowell City Council made it official Monday night 
that it welcomes the Bergin Building Management company's 
efforts to turn a current vacant property into a bistro by 
supporting the company's quest for a Class C Liquor License. 

Bergin-Gilmore Partnerships plans to convert the former 
White Swan, located at 201 E. Main St.. into a bistro-type 
restaurant which would include dancing. The city council 
along with the Downtown Development Authority offered its 
support for the company to acquire a liquor license for a 
business operating in a Downtown Development Authority 
district. 

"I did check with the state and they have not reserved a 
license at this point," said Lowell city manager, David Pasquale. 
'This is an important part of the process and hopefully, soon, 
we will hear if they get a license or not." 

The next step in the process is for the city to give its formal 
approval for the license and forward that on to Michigan's 
Liquor Control Commission, which has the power to grant or 
deny a license request. 

The license being sought also included the request to 
allow dance/entertainment at the facility. For clarification, 
councilmember Don Green said that approval for the dance/ 
entertainment portion would not endorse topless activity at the 

restaurant. An establishment may actually request for differ-
ent permits with a Class C Liquor License, one of which 
includes topless dancing. 

Lowell chief of police, Jim Valentine said this particular 
request (in reference to topless dancing) has been crossed out. 
Furthermore, during the inspection of the facility, the owners 
will have to show where the dance floor will be and indicate 
its size, Valentine explained. 

The city council once again showed its support for the 
proposed restaurant, giving it unanimous approval for Bergin 
to receive the Class C Liquor License with the dance/enter-
tainment permit. 

Financial Focus 
EdwardJones 

Serving Individual Investors Since 1X71 

With Christopher C. Godbold 

When Planning For Retirement, Ask The Right Questions 

Time goes by quickly. One day, you'll look up and realize 
that "retirement" has changed from an abstract concept to a 
fast-approaching reality. How can you avoid letting retirement 
sneak up on you? Right now, you may not have all the answers 
- but you should at least know the questions. 

And the first question you need to answer is this: What type 
of retirement lifestyle do you envision? Will you open a small 
business or do some consulting? Will you quit work altogether 
and devote your time to travel, family and volunteer activi-
ties? Will you spend part of the year in a warmer climate? 

You may not really know the answers to these questions 
for decades. Nonetheless, it's important that you establish 
some type of general vision for your retirement as early as you 
can - because it's this vision that ultimately will determine 
how much money you' 11 need to achieve your chosen lifestyle. 
If, for example, you plan to retire early and never again have 
anything to do with the world of work, your savings and 
investment strategies will need to be considerably different 
from those of your neighbor, who plans to work until he's 70 
and then immediately open a consulting practice. 

Once you've established your basic idea of the type of 
retirement you want, and you've come up with a reasonable 
estimate of how much that retirement will cost, it's time to look 
at specific strategies for generating the income you'll need. 
That means you need to ask yourself some more questions, 
such as these: Are you investing in a diversified portfolio with 
long-term goals? Are you contributing as much as you can 
afford to your 401(k). IRA or any other type of tax-deferred 

vehicle to which you have access? 
If you can confidently answer "yes" to these questions, 

you're making some smart moves. But you must still consider 
other factors: Have you done anything to protect your income 
before retirement? Have you taken steps to protect your 
financial independence during retirement? If you were to 
become incapacitated, would you have the resources to pay 
for a nursing home or other long-term care services? 

If your answer is "no," your entire retirement vision may 
some day be jeopardized. That's why the final pieces to your 

retirement puzzle might be some-kind of disability income 
protection and long-term care insurance. 

As you can see, you must answer many questions to make 
sure you're on track toward achieving the type of retirement 
lifestyle you've envisioned for yourself. All these questions 
can seem overwhelming - especially if you try to deal with 
them all at once, and within a few years of your retirement. 
But if you get started early, you'll have the lime you need to 
address these questions - and that means you'll have time to 
come up with some pretty good answers. 

Brenda's Hair Design cutting out of strip mall location 
By J.N. Boorsma 
Contributing Writer 

Brenda Bergy came fully 
prepared with a request to 
move her beauty salon into a 
former residence. 

Bergy was seeking to 
move her business, Brenda's 
Hair Design, into 617 W. 
Main St., the former residence 
of Mike and Kim Harding. 
The area has been zoned C-3 
General Business, which al-
lows for such establishments. 

With her. Bergy had a 
letter from her neighbor giv-
ing her permission to use the 
neighbor's drive al 611 W. 
Main as well as leasing four 

parking spots on that prop-
erly. She also presented an 
est imate of 54,354 for 
asphalting. 

City manager , David 
Pasquale read Bergy the re-
quirement code and noted that 
the Hardings planned to re-
move the existing garage to 
make room for the needed 
parking area. 

On the properly itself, the 
required parking of 12 spaces 
was met, which means Bergy 
did not need to lease the extra 
four spaces from her neigh-
bor, Pasquale said. Accord-
ing to the ordinance, a beauty 
salon must have three spaces 
for every styling chair. Bergy 

plans on having four chairs. 
The lot itself is a non-

conforming lot and meets the 
requirements. Bergy will need 
to seek a permit from the 
Michigan Department of 
Transpor ta t ion for 
reconfiguring the east drive; 
the Department of Public 
Works is recommending the 
installation of a dry well in 

the parking lot for drainage. 
"I see this as being pretty 

cut and dry," said planning 
c ommis s ione r , John 
VanderWilp, who recom-
mended that the site plan be 
approved. The planning com-
mission concurred, giving 
Bergy permission to move 
her salon to the new location. 

NOTICE 

VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF REVIEW 

DECEMBER 11, 2001 

NOTICE OF CORRECTED 
PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT 

ACT 14 OF 1985, being Section 211.53 (b) 
of General Property Tax Laws provides for 
correction of clerical errors and due to 
mutual mistake of fact with respect to 
assessment roll figures, upon verification of 
the local assessing officer and approval by 
the Board of Review at a meeting called for 
the purpose, at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday 
following the Second Monday in December. 

On December 11, 2001, a meeting will be 
called for the purpose at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Vergennes Township Hall to conduct 
business as provided for in Section 
211.53(b), Michigan Complied Laws. 

Mari C. Stone 
Vergennes Township Clerk 
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3rd Rod? Excavating 
(616)987-6400 

Shad Propst 

ver 15 Years Experience 

Does $415/$445 A Month 
Rent Cover Your: 

I* Heat? 
• Provide a 1 or 2 bedroom apartment? 
|* Balcony overlooking a courtyard? 

It could if your household income is at least 
$16,600 a year here at Birchwood Gardens! 

HAVE GOOD CREDIT? 

CARD SHOWER FOR 
DOROTHY RANDALL 

who will be 80 on Dec. 5,2001 

She is the daughter of 
Carl and Mildred Heise of 

Woodland, Michigan. 
Dorothy and her husband 
of 58 years owned and 
operated the Alexander-
Stafford Corporation in 
Grand Rapids for 25 

years. She is a member of 
the Maude Fase Guild of 

# 

Ada Congregational 
Church, Lowell Women's 
Club and the Vergennes 

Cooperative Club. 

Birthday wishes can be sent to 822 Fero Rd., 
N.E., Lowell, Michigan 49331-94762 

$415/1 Bedroom 
$15,689 gross 
annual income 

$445/2 Bedroom 
$16,979 gross 
annual Income 

Plus, you could move in as soon as December 2001! 

Applications Available At Office At All Times 

BIRCHWOOD GARDENS 
APARTMENTS 

Call Debbie at 897-8049 
TDD # 1-800-649-3777 

765 Hunt St., Lowell 
Professionally Managed by... LZ 
Medallion Management, Inc. 

CITY OF 
LOWELL 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

GYPSY MOYH PROGRAM 2002 
Gypsy Moth monitoring and treatment 
programs are available through the Kent 
County Conservation District for your area. 

If you are concerned about preserving the 
health and beauty of your trees, shrubs and 
ornamentals from this destructive pest, 
please contact the • Kent County 
Conservation District office at (616) 336-
8868 between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 
3:30 p.m. for more information. 

Betty R. Morlock 
City Clerk 
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IVE THE GIFT THAT KEEPS 

J ^ 

GIVING ALL YEAR ROUND! 

Give them a gift subscription to 

The Lowell Ledger 
Do you know someone who has everything? And you can never 

think of something to give them for Christmas? How about a 
subscription to the Lowell Ledger? It's a perfect gift! 

Now it's easier than ever to play Santa. Just mail in the order form 
here. You can even be billed for it year after year. That way you will 

not have to think of new gifts for each Christmas! 

• Local News 
• Lowell Area School News 
• L.H.S. Sports 
• Area Births 

Service News 
College News 
Engagements 
Coming Events 

l-uWJ / iii ii* 
'li 

Manv Weeklv Columns 
• Classified and Display Advertising 

Use this convenient form to mail to us with payment! 
Lowell Ledger, PO Box 128, Lowell, MI 49331 

r 
Fill this side out for the person you are giving the 

subscription to 

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

( 3 ) In Kent Coun ty -1 year O O u t Kent County-1 year 

S12.50 S17.50 

Q In Kent C o u n t v -2 years O ® u t K e n t Coun ty -2 years 

$23.00 ' $33.00 

Seniors deduct $1 from the above total 

Fill this side out if you would like to be billed for the 
subscription each year 

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

We also send the person you are giving the subscription to 
a Christmas card, letting them know that you have given 

them a gift subscription to the Lowell Ledger. Please let us 
know how you would like the card signed. 
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Lowell Area Community Fund accepting grant proposals 
••• Deadline for all proposals is 
no later than Dec. 28 

The Lowell Area Community Fund is accepting grant 
proposals for its next grant round. All proposals must be 
postmarked no later than Dec. 28 in order to be considered. 

To receive a grant application packet, call Kate Luckert, 
program officer, at the Grand Rapids Community Founda-
tion, 616-454-1751, or download an application from the 
Grand Rapids Community Foundation web site at 
www.grfoundation.org. You may also pick up an applica-
tion at any of the following locations: Lowell Township 
Hall, Vergennes Township Hall, City Offices of Lowell, 

Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce, the Englehardt Public 
Library or any Lowell area school. 

Application deadlines for 2002 are April 22, Aug. 26 and 
Dec. 30. 

The Lowell Area Community Fund awards grants to tax-
exempt, non-profit, charitable organizations that have an 
impact in the Lowell area. The LACF funds innovative 
projects or programs that encourage community cooperation, 
represent an original start-up effort, are capital in nature, serve 
a broad segment of the community, yield substantial commu-
nity benefit, and strengthen agency performance. 

The LACF gives priority to projects that assure a healthy, 
dynamic community. 

The Lowell Area Community Fund was established as a 
donor-advised fund at the Grand Rapids Community Founda-

tion in 1996 with a $12.7 million bequest from Lowell 
resident, Harold Englehardt. A group of Lowell volunteers 
make up the fund's advisory committee and recommend 
grants from the fund to the Grand Rapids Community 
Foundation's Board of Trustees. 

Today, the fund is valued at more than $ 15 million. In the 
last fiscal year, ending June 30, 2001, community grants 
totaled $711,446.50. Grants ranged from $2,000 to establish 
the Ray Quada Community Tribute program to $ 160,000 for 
a Lowell Y.M.C.A. community fitness and teen center. 

The Grand Rapids Community Foundation, the oldest 
community foundation in Michigan, was founded in 1922. It 
continues to fund, initiate and lead programs that benefit the 
Grand Rapids area in the arts, community development, 
education, environment, health and human services. 

Ferrellgas offers home 
energy tips for the winter 

As winter approaches, the Employee-
Owners of the Lowell Ferrellgas team 
want to remind local homeowners that 
now is the time to make sure their homes 
are ready for the cold months ahead. 

To help homeowners prepare for 
winter, Ferrellgas isoffering these simple 
suggestions to keep homes safe and warm, 
and energy bills down. These sugges-
tions were compiled by Ferrellgas, the 
National Propane Gas Association, and 
the Propane Education & Research Coun-
cil. 

"Ferrellgas wants to do everything it 
can to help homeowners prepare for the 
winter months ahead and maximize their 
energy dollars in the process," said dis-
trict manager, Steve Drake. "Home heat-
ing and water heating are the largest 
energy expenses in most homes, account-
ing for approximately two-thirds of en-
ergy bills during the colder months. These 
quick and easy steps can save local 
homeowners wear and tear on their ap-
pliances as well as money on their utility 
bills." 
• Heating systems need regular tune-
ups. Have your heating system, includ-
ing venting systems, checked annually 

by your local propane supplier or other 
qualified service technician. 
• Replace your furnace filter monthly. 
• Keep your thermostat set at a constant 
comfort level - generally 68-70 degrees 
Fahrenheit - or consider installing a pro-
grammable thermostat to regulate your 
home's temperature when you are not there. 
• Protect against drafts around windows and 
doors by caulking and weather stripping. 
• Turn down your water heater from the 
standard 140 degrees Fahrenheit to 130 
degrees Fahrenheit. This will help save more 
than 10 percent on your water-heating bill. 
• Extend your water heater's life and in-
crease energy efficient manufacturer's in-
structions for draining your water heater 
every six months to remove lime deposits 
and sediment. 
• Install flow-restricting shower heads. You 
can reduce hot water usage by up to 50 
percent without affecting shower pressure. 
• Repair leaky faucets. A leak that fills a 
coffee cup in 10 minutes wastes 3,200 gal-
lons of water a year. 

To learn more about propane or any of 
Ferrellgas' products and services, call the 
Ferrellgas office at 897-9348 or visit the 
office at 12312 E. Fulton in Lowell. 

RV Ordinance, cont'd... From Page 1 
riod for living accommodations, since someone might have a person staying longer than that. 
Planning commissioner, Dan Pipe raised concerns over a person who says they use their RV 
year-round. Planning commissioner, Clark Jahnke said he would like to hear from the zoning 
officers and police department on enforcement of the proposed issue by the Dec. 10 work 
session. 

The issue of the R V ordinance came to a head when the city hired a zoning officer to enforce 
the regulations. Several residents attended last month's planning commission meeting, along 
with the following city council meeting to raise theirconcerns about the ordinance. At that time, 
planning commission chair, James Hall challenged the group to review the ordinance and make 
a recommendation for changes. 

While the RV ordinance is under review, the city has suspended all activities of enforce-
ment of the ordinance per a city council decision. 

Too bad the only people who know how to run the 

country are busy driving cabs and cutting hair. 

George Burns 

MARK JOMNSON 
6095-28th Street Ste. 4 

Grand Rapids, Ml 
49546 - 940-8181 

Your Bundles of Joy Need 
A Bundle of Life Insurance 
If you have kids, you need a big amount of life 
insurance. A term policy from Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company of Michigan 
provides the protection you need 
at a cost you can afford. Call today. 

Making Your Future More Predictable 

P FARM BUREAU 
»• INSURANCE 

FARM BUREAU MUTUAL • FARM BUHEAU LIFE • FARM BUREAU OENCRAL 

www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com 
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Planning commission will seek 
funds for Fairground master plan 
By J.N. Boorsma 
Contributing Writer 

Growth has taken over the 
Kent County Youth Fair area 
with some city services such 
as fire, wastewater, Depart-
ment of Public Works, and 
youth football having en-
croached upon the fair's prop-
erty. 

For that reason, and after 
discussions with Kent County 
Youth Fair director, Ron 
Wenger, Lowell Planning 
Commission chair, James 
Hall sought and received con-
sensus support from the plan-
ning commission to seek 
funding from the Lowell Area 
Community Fund for the de-
velopment of a master plan 
for the fairgrounds. 

"Push has come to 

shove," Hall said, adding that 
because of these other needs, 
land has been added and de-
leted from the fairgrounds 
over the years. 

From his knowledge, 
there has never been a master 
plan of the area, however city 
manager, David Pasquale said 
the Parks and Recreation 
Commission did do some 
planning for the grounds and 
he would forward that infor-
mation to Hall. 

'There is a nice piece of 
property located across from 
the fairgrounds on Bowes 

Road that is connected by an 
underpass," Hall said, add-
ing that the properly could be 
an area for the fair to expand 
to. 

The land happens to be 
owned by Dr. James Reagan 
and his wife. 

"I did tell them that this 
might lead to something, and 
then it might mean nothing." 
Hall said. 

Hall plans to write a grant 
proposal to the Lowell Area 
Community Fund for the 
funds to create the master 
plan. 

* * * 

Give a man health and a course to steer; and he*!! 
never stop to trouble about whether he fs happy 
or not. 

—George Bernard Shaw 
* * * 
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The Buyer/ 

Guide/ledger 

Office 

Also in order to keep pictures from pi ling up 

in the future, we are implenienting a new policy. 

Anyone wanting their photographs returned alter 

they have appeared in the Buyers Guide or Ledger 

must include a self-addressed, stamped envelope or 

pick up the photo within 60 days of publication. 

After 60 days, photos will be discarded. 

http://www.grfoundation.org
http://www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com
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COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 
Wednesday, Dec. 5 

Look Memorial Fire Station 
315 S. Hudson, Lowell 

2 to 7 P.M. 
Sponsored 

by the 
Lowell Area Fire 
Department and 

Grand Valley 
Blood Program... 
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This Message Sponsored By These Lowell Businesses & Professionals i n 

HUNTINGTON 
BANK 

414 E. Main, 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-4153 

COUSINS 
HALLMARK 
223 W. Main 

Lowell, Michigan 

897-5000 

LOWELL 
CABLE TV 

127 N. Broadway 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-8405 

KING 
MILLING CO. 

115 S. Broadway, 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-9264 

LOWELL LIGHT 
& POWER 

127 N. Broadway 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-8402 

STATE FARM 
INSURANCE 
Roger Chapman 

217 W. Main 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-9237 

wrnmrnm^. 

TIMPSON 
ORCHARDS 
3175 Segwun, 

Lowell, Michigan 

897-9032 

JAMES 
m % . 

REAGAN, DDS 
207 W. Main 

Lowell, Michigan 

897-7179 

LOWELL FAMILY 
MEDICAL CENTER 

Dr. Paul R. Gauthier, DO 
Dr. James C. Lang, DO 

Dr. Kevin Miller DO 

Lowell, Michigan 
252-5600 

SPEERSTRA INS. 
AGENCY 

835 W. Main, 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-9259 

ROTH-GERST 
FUNERAL HOME 

305 N. Hudson 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-7101 

LOWELL GRANITE 
306 E. Main 

Lowell, Michigan 

897-7191 

SHOWBOAT 
AUTOMOTIVE 
SUPPLY INC. 
1450 W. Main 

Lowell, Michigan 

897-9231 

ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
& PET COMPLEX 

OF LOWELL 
11610 E. Fulton 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-8484 

THE CITY 
OF LOWELL 
301 E. Main, 

Lowell, Michigan 

897-8457 
N M M K M B H N M S I i j i 

BUYERS GUIDE 
105 N. Broadway 
Lowell, Michigan 

897-9555 
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Holiday Savings in The Lowed Ledger 
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SUBSTITUTE 
CUSTODIANS & BUS 
DRIVERS - Lowell Area 
Schools is seeking depend-
able, hard-working applicants 
for substitute custodian & bus 
drivers. Pay rates range from 
$9.50 to $14.85 an hour. 
Apply in writing by 12/5/01 to 
Lowell Area Schools, Connie 
Gillette, 300 High Street, 
Lowell, Ml 49331. 
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FOR 
SALE 

a 
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® SALES « 

J 
®EVENTS® 

DIRECTV - mini-satellite 
dish. $29.99 w/FREE install! 
We beat all advertised 
prices. Call 1-800-459-7357. 
K-20. 

KING AMISH LOG BED -
Mattress set w/head, 
footboard. Bought new, never 
used. 2 months old. Cost 
$1,200, sell $250.1-517-626-
7089. Lowen, MI . AJBY. P M . 

RUMMAGE/CRAFT SALE -
10411 Bailey Dr., Vergennes 
UMC, Dec. 7 & 8, 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m. Proceeds benefit Haiti 
Mission Trip. 

GARAGE/MOVING SALE -
Lots of Christmas items. 
5375 Montcalm, bet. 28th & 
36th St. 2 miles South of 
Lowell. Sun., Dec. 2, 10-5 
p.m. 

Mrs. C laus Annual 
BAZAAR AND CRAFT 
SHOW - 150 booths. 
Saturday, December 1st, 9-
4, Ionia Middle School, 
Union St./M-21, East of M-
66. Breakfast, lunch, snacks 
available. FREE Admission. 
Door Prizes all day. 
Sponsored by Ionia County 
Commission on Aging. 

OWN A COMPUTER? - Put 
it to work! $500-$7,000 
PT/FT. Free booklet . 
RUaLeader.com. 616-752-
8346. 

HELP WANTED - Part-time 
waitress. Apply at Backwater 
Cafe, 109 Riverside Dr., 
Lowell, between 1 & 3 p.m. 

DRIVERS - Make the money 
you deserve. Call today, start 
tomorrow! 2 wk. CDL pro-
gram gives you money! 
Stability! Benefits! Call NOW 
1-800-380-0610. 
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SALE 
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FOR SALE - '93 Ford F150 
truck, manual, short box, low 
miles, newer tires. 897-4296. 

MANUFACTURED HOME -
1997 Fleetwood, IS'XSO'. 3 
bd, 2 ba, vinyl windows, fresh 
paint/newcarp e t, $26,999 
o.b.o. Call Dave 616-682-
9448 or 616-822-2318. 

FOR SALE - 1986 GMC 3/4 
ton pickup 4X4, great shape, 
runs great, many new parts, 
$3,500 obo. Call after 4 pm. 
942-7608. 

•96 PONTIAC TRANS 
SPORT - CD, 2 tone in color, 
power door, 85,000 miles, 
w/warranty. $6,995. Call 897-
8014. 

BERBER CARPET - 80 sq. 
yards, never used. Wheat car-
mel blend. 1 month old. Cost 
$1,000, sacrifice $425/best. 
1-989-227-2986. 

1 9 9 9 DODGE DAKOTA 
CLUB CAB - 4x4, SLT, black. 
Magnum 5.2L V8 engine, PW, 
PL & mirrors, fog lamps, dual 
air bags, CD & keyless entry. 
Only 19,000 miles. $17,500. 
987-9314. 

'96 BUICK LESABRE 
LIMITED - leather, new tires, 
all power, 66,000 miles. 
$8,500. Call 897-8014. 

QUEEN LOG BED - Amish 
cedar bed w/luxury firm 
mattress. 2 months old. Cost 
$900, sell $185. 1-517-626-
7089. 

NEWLY R EMOD ELED 
MOBILE HOME - with 
expansion, in Key Heights. 3 
bdrm, 2 baths, all appliances, 
price reduced for quick sale. 
897-8406. 

CARPET, C A R P E T , 
CARPET! - Commercial 
loop, $2.99 sq. yd; Berber 
carpet, $4.99 sq. yd.; plush 
carpet, $6.99 sq. yd. New not 
used; several colors. Call Jeff 
616-795-3000. 

FOR SALE - 1978 Ford van, 
302, auto., runs and drives 
well. $500. Call 616-642-
6063. 

FOR SALE - 1986 GMC 3/4 
ton pickup 4X4, great shape, 
runs great, many new parts, 
$3,500 obo. Call after 4 pm. 
942-7608. 

FOR SALE - 5 hp mini bike, 
runs good, $300.00; also 
1990 Plymouth Voyager, runs 
and looks good, needs 
transmission work. $200.00. 
Call (616)691-8238. 

NORDIC TRACK PRO -
Excellent condition $200.00. 
Call 897-9136. 

•98 FORD WINDSTAR - 3.0, 
PW/PL, ABS, cruise & tilt, 
81K, $8,500. Call 897-3097. 

NEW IDEA 323 - single row 
corn picker, new condition, 
$2,500; Farmall BN, $1,500, 
restorable condition. 616-
642-6160. 

FOR SALE - Washer & elec. 
dryer. Sears Kenmore, heavy 
duty, super capacity plus 
quiet pack. Fairly new. 
$400/pair; Broyhill queen 
sofa sleeper & matching love 
seat, $300. Call 868-6580 or 
987-9381. 

1 9 9 1 L I N C O L N 
CONTINENTAL - New 
t ransmiss ion, excellent 
shape, runs good, beautiful 
body, must sell, $1,600 obo. 
Call 897-7678 after 6 p.m. 

C H A R M I N G 
COTTAGE/COUNTRY 
HOME - For sale by owner, 
restored inside/out, new 
electric service, double lot, 1 
1/2 stall garage. Must sell, 
$90's! Call 897-8875. 

SALE C A N C E L L E D ! 
AUCTION NOTICE -
Contents of storage unit #10 
belonging to Jim & Luanne 
Mowrer will take place 10 
a.m. on Dec. 1, 2001 at 9817 
36th St., Lowell, Ml. 
Landman Storage Co, 897-
5743. 
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SPRING BREAK - Time 
share, anywhere USA, 
sleeps up to 8. Call 989-732-
2136, eves. 

FOR RENT - Roommate to 
share rent & utilities. Fully 
furnished 2 bedroom spa-
cious duplex in Lowell, close 
to downtown. Averages $80 
per week. Call 897-2771 & 
leave message. 

FOR RENT - Lowell area, 
Murray Lake waterfront, 2 
bedroom ranch, $795/month. 
Call 616-785-0903. 

CHRISTMAS WEEK - (Dec. 
23-30) Condo, Orlando, 
Florida, sleeps 8. $600. Call 
989-732-2136 eves. 

A CHRISTMAS ARTS & 
CRAFTS FAIR - will be 
held at West Catholic High 
School, 1801 Bristol NW, 
Grand Rapids, Sat., Dec. 
1, 9-3 p.m. 75c admission, 
180 booths! Raffle -
luncheon, poinsettia & 
bake sale. Proceeds to go 
toward "Project Falcon." 

GIRLS - Charity Doll 
Fair/Sale, Dec. 1st. 1 to 
4 p.m. Bring your doll to 
a doll gift shop. Unique 
handmade Items for 
your dollhouse or 18" 
doll. Silent auctions for 
an American Girl doll 
bed plus more. Games 
and refreshments. All 
proceeds to aid 
orphaned children In 
Peru. 9112 Five Mile 
Rd., Ada. 1 mile West of 
St. Pat's. 
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NEED NOW PLEASE -
Small room to board indoor 
kitten for a few months. I'll 
water, feed, walk daily. 897-
5854/201-0995 pager. 

PRIVATE ROAD REQUESTS 
BIDS - for snow removal. Call 
8 9 7 - 2 7 6 1 o r 
frankm1064@aol.com. 

RETIRED PROFESSIONAL 
COUPLE NEEDS - apart-
ment, flat or duplex w/sunny 
windows. Minimum: 1 bed-
room w/larger LR/kitchen. 
Clean. Storage/outdoor gar-
den a plus. Canary & indoor 
kitten. Can do lawns/snow. 
897-5854/201-0995 pager. 

BUYING OLD COINS FOR 
FAIR PRICES - Call 897-
9879 for details, ask for 
Chris. 
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FREE KITTENS & CATS -
Some spade, 8 weeks to 3 
years. Leave message at 
616-642-3746. 
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HANDYMAN SERVICE • 
Accepting small jobs, maker 
of cabinets/furniture. Order 
now. Jerry (616) 901 -2541. 

LICENSED DAY CARE 
HOME - will sit for children 
while parents go Christmas 
shopping or to parties. Also 
for New Years Eve. Call 897-
5635, can leave a message. 

DAYCARE H A S 1 
OPENING - 2 1/2 years & 
up. Lowell buses in area. 
Reasonable rates. 897-5635. 

ALTO BAR - Now serving 
breakfast & lunch, specials 
all week. 8-11 breakfast, 11-
2 lunch. Mon.-Fri. Sat. 
breakfast 8-12. 

CASH - for land contracts. 
Jim 752-7826. 
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QUICKBOOKS 
BOOKKEEPING SERVICE 
- and advisor. Call Kathy 
897-0686. 

QUALITY COLLISION 
REPAIRS - Let Bob's 
Body Shop repair your 
vehicle to factory spe-
cifications, using their 
new electronic measur-
ing machine along with 
expert paint matching. 
Rental cars available 
while yours is being 
fixed. Call 897-9040 for 
details. 

DOG & CAT GROOMING -
Located in Fallasburg Park. 
Full service, small or large 
dogs & cats. Evening 
appointments available. Call 
anytime. Pickup available for 
shut ins. Senior discount 
15%. Call 794-9614. 

RUSE'S TREE FARM -
Choose & cut. Fri., 3 p.m. 
- dark; Sat & Sun., 10 
a.m.-dark.64th St., Alto. 
E. off Alden Nash. 

DIAMONDS & 
GEMSTONES • Save mon-
ey on certified diamonds. 
Any shape & size. 
Gemstones of all kinds. 14kt 
gold jewelry. Cliff Yankovich, 
GIA Diamonds graduate. 
822-3552. 

DISCOUNT 
MANUFACTURED HOMES 
- Repossessed, late model 
homes, offered at discount-
ed prices. Some fixer uppers 
available also. Gain equity 
now, bank motivated, all off-
ers considered. Call for list. 
Home America, Dave 
Covert, 800-365-8232. 

TOWING - Servicing 
Lowell & surrounding 
areas. Flat bed & 
wrecker. Tire changes, 
Jump starts, Lock outs, 
24 Hr. service. Call 
Lincoln Lake Autos 
897-9040. 

BED & BREAKFAST -
McGee H o m e s t e a d . 
Gracious accommodations 
for your out-of-town guests. 
Call 616-897-8142 or 
www.iserv.net/-mcgeebb. 
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CARRIAGE RIDES • 
By Top Hat Carriage 

WEDNESDAYS: 

D c c . S, 1 2 & 1 9 • 4 - 7 I 'M 

SUNDAYS: 

D e c . 9 & 1 6 • 2 - 5 PM 

Sponsored by Lowell Area Ministerium Association 

BEFORE THE PARADE ON SATURDAY 
BREAKFAST AT THE KING YOUTH MEMORIAL CENTER 

8 AM TO 1 2 PM AT THE FAIRGROUNDS 

VISITS & PICTURES BEFORE THE PARADE $3 » 8 AM TO 9:45 AM 

SATURDAY. DECEMBER 1 RIVERWALK PLAZA ACTIVITIES 

VISIT WITH SANTA 
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5 

Springrove Variety 
123 W. Main • 5:30 - 7 PM 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 12 
Cousin's Hallmark 

223 W. Main • 5:30 - 7 PM 

SANTA PAWS 
& PICTURES 

Wad.y Dec. 19 at 
Animal Hospital & 

Pet Complex of Lowell 
11610 E. Fulton 
5:30 to 7 PM 

Santa Parade - Main St. (LACC) 
Historic Tours & 
Draft Horse Drawn Wagon Rides 

Santa Visits & Pictures 
($3 - Lowell Jaycees) 
Christmas Poster Display (LAAC) 
Rudolph's Craft Workshop 
(Children 2-8) Tots on Track 
Pastries Around Lowell Bake Sale 
& Lizzy's Chill & Gourmet Coffee 
Michigan Snowmobile Assoc. Raffle 
(Tickets $1 or 11/$10) 
Flat River Snowmobile Club 
Holiday Wreath Sale 
Fallasburg Historical Society 
Ice Sculpture 
Bob Schultz & Students of G.R.C.C. 
Christmas Cocoa & Hot Dogs 
Lowell Lions Club 

10 am Historic Main St. 

11:30; noon; 12:30; 
1:30; 2:00 & 2:30 Leave King Milling Lot 

11:30 am - 3 pm 
11 am - 3 pm 
11 am - 3 pm 

10 am - 3 pm 

10 am - 3 pm 

10 am - 3 pm 

10 am - 2 pm 

10:00 am - 3 pm 

Formerly White Swan 
Formerly White Swan 
Formerly White Swan 

Chamber Building 

Riverwalk Plaza 

Riverwalk Plaza 

Riverwalk 

Riverwalk 

MORE SATURDAY, DEC. 1 ACTIVITES ALONG HISTORIC MAIN STREET: 
ALL DAY: 
Decorate Your Christmas Pot -
S3 & Paint Free The Pottery Palace 
10% Off Mall-wide Flat River Antique Mall 
(excludes Sale Or Firm Items) 
10% Off Everything In Store Michael's Farm Market 
(except For Produce) 
$5 Off Any Fishing Pole Or Combo Back Alley Bait 
Bacon 20e A Pound Off Gary's Meat Market 
Winter Warm-up Drink Larkin's 
Parade Pita of Ham & Cheese Keiser's Kitchen 
Holiday Wine Sale Lowell Beer Store 
5% Off Electrical 
Extension Cords & Adapters Hahn Hardware 

FROM 10 AM-3 PM: 
Calligraphy by Jeanne Laried Touch of Country 
Be Pleasantly Surprised The Dam Store 
Hot Buttered Popcorn Springrove Variety 
Gabe Hernandez, Caricature Artist Cousin's Hallmark 
Christmas Theme Portrait Modern Photography 

FROM 11 AM-3 PM: 
Jewelry Designer Christine Darnell Rare Finds 

1 PM: 
LHS String Ensemble Dream Pieces 
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