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Outage cuts power 
and income of many 
east side merchants 
••• Approximately 34 businesses 

had their electricity shut off for 

nearly three hours while a house 

was moved from Avery Street to 

Marble Road. 

By Thaddeus J. Kraus Lowell Ledger Editor 

How much ot an expense should local businesses have to 
endure so a house can be moved? 

Planning commissioner Trudy Cahoon thought $3,000 
was a litlle sleep. 

Cahoon. owner of Keisers Kitchen, said the electricity to 
her family-style restaurant was shut offal 9:15 Tuesday (June 
19) morning and was not turned back on until 12:45 p.m. 

"We can bile it being without electricity for 30 minutes, 
but three-and-a-half hours," Cahoon explained. "This is the 
third or fourth time we've been closed for someone else. I 'm 

| i • not sure how you do it. bui I think there needs to be some sort 
of compensation." 

Lowell Light & Power general manager, Tom Richards, in 
a letter to the merchants affected by the power outage, wrote 
that reliability is one of the company's primary goals and 
responsibilities. "Last Tuesday morning, we fell short of that 
goal. Lowell Light Si Power apologizes for the hardship that 
this interruption may have caused. LL&P will revise its 
requirements and procedures for requests that involve moving 
houses or equipment." 

Lowell city manager, Dave Pasquale said the state issues 
the permit that allows an allotted period of lime for the house 
to be on a slate road (M-21). Lowell gives permission for a 
house to be moved down city streets. 

Cahoon pointed out thai a salon customer had her hair fried 
because electric was cutoff while her hair was going through 
a heat color process. 

"L A. Trim had to cancel pre-arranged appointments and 
Gary's Country Meals lost a half day of business," Cahoon 
explained. 

Most of the Lowell businesses including City Hall were 
not told power was going to be shut off until 10-15 minutes 
before it occurred. 

Power Outage, confd . pg. 8 

Chamber requests 
to put chicks up 
along Main Street 
By J.N. Boorsma Contributing Writer 

These ducks certainly don't dirty up the sidewalk, how-
ever, they are causing a stir with the city council. 

Liz Baker, director of the Lowell Chamber of Commerce, 
again approached the council Monday night about placing 
three-foot ducks along Main Street as part of a promotional/ 
fundraising campaign for the Riverwalk Fest which lakes 
place on the Saturday before Labor Day, this year being Sept. 
I. 

Four weeks ago. Baker asked if the ducks could be 
temporarily placed on the downtown area's lampposts. Her 
request received a cool reception, with the council suggesting 
the trees. 

After discussing with several people, including a botanist 
from the Frederik Meijer Gardens, about hanging the ducks on 

Duck Request, cont'd, pg. 8 
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Evergreen Missionary Church pastor, Rev. Glenn Marks gives Bible School students a ride in the covered wagon. 

Vacation Bible School children grow in fellowship 
and understanding of Bible's teachings 

By Thaddeus J, Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

There was gayety and en-
ergy in the young voices who 
shared in song at the week-
long Evergreen Missionary 
Church Vacation Bible 
School. 

The singing celebrated 
the fellowship, and their 
learning and understanding 
of the Bible's teachings. 

'The Bible School fo-
cuses on teaching the Bible 
and helping the children grow 
in the Lord," said Evergreen 
Missionary Church pastor. 
Glenn Marks. 

There were 35 children 
who joined in the annual 
week-long event. 'The chil-

dren enjoy the singing, crafts, 
the simulated one-room 
schoolhouse and the play 
(Son Creek Junction) which 
is performed for the parents 
on Sunday evening," Marks 
said. 

This year there was 
added reason for celebration. 
It is the church's 20th anni-
versary. With the celebration, 
it wil l open up a new sanctu-
ary and recreation/fellowship 
facility in the fall. 

"The church we're in 
right now was built in one 
day through an old-fashioned 
building bee," Marks ex-
plained. "The new 300-seat 
multipurpose ministry cen-
ter will take longer than that. 

We've made progress over event, running daily from 9 
the last 20 years." a.m. until noon. The Bible 

The summer vacation school is taught by Marks and 
Bible school is a five-day roughly 20 volunteer parents. 
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OBITUARIES 

PULLEN - Mrs. Iva 1. Pullen, 
aged 89, passed away June 
20, 2001 at Oxford Manor. 
She was preceded in death by 
her husband Russell Leland 
Pullen. Surviving are her 
three daughters Barbara 
(James) Lambert of North 
Carolina, Marilyn (Robert) 
Masten of Arcadia, and Su-
san Pullen Kamel of Grand 
Rapids; three grandchildren 
Thomas (Alane) Lambert, 

Michael (Elizabeth) Lambert 
and Betsy (Jon) Gundry; five 
great-grandchildren; sister 
Viola Blasen of Grand Rap-
ids; sister-in-law Trudy 
Turnquist also of Grand Rap-
ids; one niece and several 
nephews. Iva was a lifetime 
member of Trinity Lutheran 
Church and was active in 
many family and church ac-
tivities. Memorial services 
were held Saturday at Trinity 
Lutheran Church with Pastor 

Paul Krupinski officiating. 
Interment in Greenwood 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers 
memorial contributions in 
Iva's memory may be made 
to one's favorite charity. 

ROLLINS - B. Irene Rollins, 
aged 70, of Dayton, Ohio, 
passed away April 10, 2001. 
She was preceded in death by 
son Clark on April 7, 2001. 
She is survived by husband 
Roger of 52 years; daughter 
Julie (David) Orenstein and 
grandson Philip; daughter-in-
law Cindy, all of Dayton; sis-
ter Darlene (Jack) Burnett of 
Walker, Mich. Cremation has 
taken place. A service in 

Thanksgiving for the lives of 
Irene and Clark was cel-
ebrated in Dayton. Interment 
for both Irene and Clark's 
cremains wil l take place on 
Saturday, June 30 at 10 a.m. 
at Oakwood Cemetery in 
Lowell. The family wil l meet 
relatives and -friends at this 
time. 

W O O D M A N - Mary J 
Woodman, aged 91, of Spring 
Hil l , Florida, formerly of 
Lowell, passed away June 19, 
2001. Graveside services 
were held Monday at 
Oakwood Cemetery, Lowell. 

TOWNSHIP 
OF GRATTAN 

COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN 
NOTICE OF LAST DAY OF REGISTRATION 

FOR SPECIAL TOWNSHIP PROPOSAL 
TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GRATTAN: 

Any qualified resident of the Township of Grattan, Kent County, 
Michigan, who is not already registered to vote may register to vote in a 
special election to be held on the 7th day of August, 2001, in the 
Township. 

The last day to register for the August 7, 2001 special election will be: 

Monday, July 9,2001 

The special Township ballot proposals to be considered at said election 
are as follows: 

PROPOSAL NO. 1 
.2818 MILL FOR TOWNSHIP GENERAL OPERATING PURPOSES 

RESTORATION OF PAST HEADLEE REDUCTIONS 

Shall the Township of Grattan property tax rate limitation be increased, 

and shall said increase be levied on taxable property ir) the Township, 
in the amount of .2818 mill ($.2818 per $1,000 of taxable value), 
subject to reduction as provided by law, for the years 2001-2004, both 
inclusive? 

This proposal is for new millage levy, the purpose of which is to offset 

decreases in the Township's allocated millage levy as a result of the 

Headlee Amendment. Property tax revenues generated by this millage 
levy will be used for general Township operations so that Township 
residents may continue to receive the benefits of Township government. 

It is estimated that a levy of .2818 mill would provide revenue of 
$27,989 in the first calendar year. Revenues from the millage would be 
distributed to the Township of Grattan. 

YES 
NO 

PROPOSAL NO. 2 
0.85 MILL FOR 

TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Shall the Township of Grattan property tax rate limitation be increased, 

and shall said increase be levied on taxable property in the Township, 
in the amount of .85 mill ($.85 per $1,000 of taxable value), subject to 
reduction as provided by law, for the years 2001-2004, both inclusive? 

This proposal is for new millage levy, the purpose of which is solely to 

provide community services in the Township such as cemetery 
maintenance, public street improvements, and enforcement and legal 
defense of the Township Zoning Ordinance. It is estimated that a levy of 
.85 mill would provide revenue of $84,425 in the first calendar year. 
Revenues from the millage would be distributed to the Township of 
Grattan. 

YES 
NO 

In addition to the regular hours of the Township office, the Township 
clerk will be at the Township Hall, located at 12050 Old Belding Road, 
within the Township, from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on July 9, 2001, to 
take registrations. 

This Notice is given by authority of the Township Board of the 
Township of Grattan, County of Kent, State of Michigan. 

Lana F. Green, Township Clerk 
Township of Grattan 

Seventh annual Covered Bridge Tour, July 8 
Fallasburg Historical Society will once again host the Covered Bridge Bike Tour on 

Sunday, July 8. This annual event helps raise money to maintain and restore the historic village 
of Fallasburg that is on the National Historic Register. 

Kerry Schubach, of the Fallasburg Historical Society, indicates the tour this year will have 
12, 28,50, and 100 mile routes and a complete meal for all who register. Registration begins 
at 7 a.m. at the Fallasburg Schoolhouse. The tour boasts wonderful homemade cookies at the 
rest stops and some of the most scenic routes in Michigan. 

For more information contact Schubach at 897-7161 or CBBTOl @aol.com. Website 
information is available at Fallasburg.org. 

Local NARFE member attends state convention 
Charles and Dee Doyle 

attended the National Asso-
ciation of Retired Federal 
Employees (NARFE) state 
convention from June 7-9 in 
Romulus. They and other del-
egates heard from a number 
of speakers, including Sena-
tor Debbie Stabenow and 
Congressman John Conyers. 

The National Association 
of Retired Federal Employ-
ees supports those who now 
and in the past have served 

O i i S : 

the nation through their fed-, 
eral employment. NARFE is 
the only association dedicated 
to protecting the earned re-
tirement benefits of federal 
employees, retirees and their 
survivors. NARFE iscommit-
ted to securing the future that 
federal employees have 
worked to achieve for them-
selves and their families. 

NARFE has more than 
4()(),()()() federal workers, re-
tirees. spouses and survivors 

united to preserve the eco-
nomic security and well-be-
ing of federal employees on 
the job and in retirement. 

Doyle has served as presi-
dent of the Grand Rapids 
Chapter and also a vice presi-
dent of the State Federation. 
He is presently serving as state 
federation public relations 
officer. 

Lowell Football's 

First Annual - Pig "Skins" Shoot Out 

18 Holes of Golf at Deer Run Golf Club 
at 13l)S5 Cascade Rd.. Lowell. Ml 

Friday. August 10, 2001 

3:00 PM Shot Gun Start 

(Team-of-Four Scramble) 

$70 per person includes: 
(iolf and Cart, Beverages. Dinner after (iolf, 

• | 

- and (lifts for All (Rain or Shine) 
1 (If golf is rained out, golf vouchers will be provided) 
1 
: 

Door Prizes Will Be Awarded 
•I * ^ . 

Contests: 
Closest to the Pin, Longest Drive, 

•j Best Score and many more 

A Hole In One Wins a Year's Lease Of 

ANY NEW CAR From a Lowell Dealership 

Questions or interested in donating door prizes or 
sponsorships? Call Perry Beachum - 897-7768 

i 

i 
i 

Foursome* Names (Please Print) * If you do not have a full team, 

your name(s) will be grouped 

* . 
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with others to form a foursome t-̂  

l j 

h 

3 _ 

4._ 

Captain's Telephone No.. 

Mail this form with payment to: 

Pig "Skins" Shoot Out 
do Perry Beachum 

924 Riverside Drive 

Lowell, MI 49331 

Make check payable to 

Pig "Skins" Shoot Out 
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L & N CARPET CLEANING 
We'r_e O u t T o _ T a k C a r e O f AIJ_Y9_lir_ C a t f J e e e d s ! 

2 Rooms Cleaned By L&N 

CALL 241 -2343 

I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 

3 Rooms Cleaned By L&N 

CALL 241 -2343 
Trip charges to some areas. || Drip charges to some areas. 

Expires 7/11/01 I I 
J L 

Expires 7/11/01 
J L 

6 Rooms Cleaned By L&N 

CALL 241-2343 
Trip charges to some areas. 

Expires 7/11/01 

WHO CAN YOU TRUST?...TOM & JERRY 
THREE 

TYPES OF 
CLEANING: 

STEAM 
New 2001 $40,000 
Butler Truck Mount 

DRY 
Dry in 30 minutes 

CHEMICAL 
Great For 

Commercial Jobs 

Patches & 
Restretches 

No Cat & Mouse Games With Tom & Jerry 

Call 241 -2343 • In God We Trust 
Who Knows Your Carpet Better Than 4 Carpet Installer? 

Carpet Installation With 29 Years Experience 
Patches • Pad Replacement • Seam Repairs • Restretches 

We Clean Cars • Furniture • Boats 
Water Removal • Prespray Free • Free Commercial Estimates 

C o m m e r c i a l W o r k D o n e 2 4 H o u r s A D a y i 

/ 

^ YOUR 
EXPERTS IN 

^ FURNITURE 
• & ORIENTAL 
^ RUG CLEANING! 

Stain Master Certified 

AUTHORIZED APPUCATION 

SBMCEFOR 

Aiiy area 14' x 20' or larger 
equals two rooms. 

u CUSTOMER BEWARE 
WITH NEW TECHNOLOGY IN CARPET 
PROTECTANT AND WARRANTIES, IT IS 

IMPORTANT FOR THE CONSUMER TO HAVE 
THEIR CARPET CLEANED WITH THE NEW 

ADVANCED CARPET CLEANING EQUIPMENT. 
L&N HAS 1 NEW 2001 AND 1 NEWER 2000 

CLEANING MACHINES. 
CALL 1-866-241-2343 "TOLL FREE 

Why Clean Your Carpet? 

3 O E M 

a 
CARPET BACTERIA AND DIRT 
MAKE CARPET UNHEALTHY 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY! 

Owner: Operator: 

JERRY TOM 
NYSTR0M, Jr. WOOD 

Bonded & Insured 

CARPET MATTING CAN BE CAUSED BY IMPROPER INSTALLATION & CLEANING. CALL L & N FOR YOUR CARPET ANSWERS. 

— 
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Robert W. Holmes 
Sr. Pastor 
Christian Life Center 

1 Chronicles 4:9,10. 
Jabez was more honorable 
than his brothers. His mother 
had named him Jabez saying, 
" I gave birth to him in pain." 
Jabez cried out to the God of 
Israel, "Oh, that you would 
bless me and enlarge my ter-
ritory! Let your hand be with 
me, and keep me from harm 
so that I will be free from 
pain." And God granted his 
request. 

Tucked away in the midst 
of the tombstones of perhaps 
one of the oldest obituaries in 
the world is a very brief snip-
pet of a man named Jabez. 
Two verses in the entirety of 
the Bible are given to this 
man named Jabez - a name 
that was given to him because 
he brought pain to his mother. 
How would you like to be 
named because you reminded 
your mother of pain? If you 
take a casual glance through 
the first nine chapters of I 
Chronicles, you'll stumble 
over names that you have 
never heard, let alone be able 
to pronounce. Then all of a 
sudden you come to the ninth 
verse of the fourth chapter, 
and God lingers over one 
man for two verses. Why? 

It is significant that Jabez 
is remembered not for the 
armies he led into battle, or 
for some great architectural 
masterpiece that he erected. 

Of all the people listed in the 
first nine chapters of First 
Chronicles, he alone is re-
membered for a prayer he 
prayed. There are four things 
for which he prayed: 

1. "Oh, that you would 
bless me..." Jabez simply 
sought God's blessing on his 
life. He was not worried about 
being selfish, rather he wanted 
God's best in his life and he 
believed that God wanted to 
give it to him. There is noth-
ing wrong with praying for 
God to bless you, if it is'for 
the purpose of being a bless-
ing. 

2. "...And enlarge my ter-
ritory!" Another way of put-
ting that: "Make significant 
the ministry and effectiveness 
of my life, my home, my 
church!" That is not spiritual 
pride — that is ambition in 
the Lord that ought to stir 
every one of us, in order for 
Jesus to he glorified through 
us. 

3. "Let your hand be with 
me..." I believe God wants 
you and me to attempt some-
thing so monumental, so be-
yond us, that failure is guar-
anteed unless God steps in. 

4. "...And keep me from 
harm so that I will be free 
from pain..." I like the way 
the NKJV puts it: "Keep me 
from evil that I may not cause 
pain." Bruce Wilkinson in 
his little book on Jabez makes 
this statement: "Blessedness 

is the greatest of perils be-
cause it tends to dull our keen 
sense of dependence upon 
God and make us prone to 
presumption." The more God 
blesses you, the more that God 
begins to enlarge the borders 
of your life and ministry — 
the more we need to pray this 
final plea of Jabez, "God, 
keep me from harm or evil." 

Note what the final state-
ment that is made, "And God 
granted his request!" That's 
the best part, God granted him 
what he requested. That's 
what distinguished Jabez 
from all the others - He dared 
to pray a big prayer - and 
God answered. 

What are you asking of 
God? Are you afraid of ask-
ing? Have you asked too 
small? Jabez stands out be-
cause he asked big things! 
What happened to the hun-
dreds of others that are named 
there alongside Jabez? You 
never hear from them again. 
God honors those who ask! 
Matthew 7:7 says, "Ask and 
it shall be given to you..." 
James 4:2 declares, "You 
don't have because you don't 
ask!" 

The logical conclusion 
that we can draw from this - -
is the only thing that limits 
God's blessings in our life is 
that we don't ask Him. 
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Coviak/ 
Alderink 

Jennifer . Alderink 
(Madan) and Thomas 
Coviak were united in mar-
riage on January 13,2001 at 
Lowell Wesleyan Church. 

Maid of honor was Amy 
Pearson. Bridesmaid was 
Wendy Alderink and flower 
girl was Jenna Kropf. 

The best man was Dan 
Coviak with groomsman 
James Coviak. Usher was 
Toby Alder ink and 
ringbearer was Anthony 
Alderink. 

Master and mistress of 
ceremonies were Cathy and 
Jim Slagenwhite. 

The couple lives in Low-
ell. 

Tart/ 
Madison 

The Lowell Showboat 
was the site of a wedding 
reception for Betsy Madi-
son and Jason Tart. They 
exchanged vows at the Low-
ell First United Methodist 
Church with Rev. Gordie 
Barry officiating on June 9, 
2001 . , 

The couple will reside 
in Caledonia. 

3 C 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

621 E. Mam Street • 897-5936 

Worship 8:30 A.M. 
Coffee & Fellowship Time 9:30 A.M. 
Sunday School 9:50 A.M. 
Worship 11:00 A.M 
Kid's Club (Wed.) 3:30 P.M. 
Dinner (Wed.) 5:30 P.M. 

REV. B: GORDON BARRY 
Nursery & child care available at both services 

Barrier - Free Entrance 

- FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF L O W E L L 

2275 West Mam Street • 897-7168 
— Internet: http://www.fbclowell.org 

Rev. Buriand Margesson & Rev. W. Lee Taylor 
Wayne Haines, Youth Pastor 

" Sun. Worship Service..9:30 A.M. 4 6:00 P.M. 
Sunday School Hour 11:00 A.M. 
AWANA/JV Wed 6:15 & 7 P.M. 

Contact Church Office For Prayer Meeting Times 
Nursery Provided • Barrier Free 

W E R G R E E N i 
J U MISSIONARY CHURCH 9 1 

10501 Setllewood-Ph-897-7105 
Sunday School 9:45 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11 A.M. 
Evening Service 6:00 P.M. 

Prayer and Praise - Wed., 7:00 P.M. 
GLENN H. MARKS - Senior Pastor, 897-9110 
STAN GERIG • Associate Pastor, 897-5894 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
(Barrier-Free) 

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE 
UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 

Sunday Services 10:00 A.M. 
at the Cherry Creek Elementary School 
12675 Foreman Road, Lowell. Ml 49331 

CALL FOR FREE HOME BIBLE 
STUDIES 

Pastor Robert L. Hubbard 
Phone: (616) 241-1739 

email: apliQhthouse@yahoo.com 

A L T O N B I B L E C H U R C H 
Lincoln Lake Ave. at 3 Mile Road 

897-5648 
Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M. 
Evening Praise 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday AWANA 7:00 P.M. 

(Sept. - April) 
Prayer and Bible Study... .7:00 P.M. 

Pastor Ken Ford (Home) 897-6418 
YOU AftE WELCOME! 

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER 
(Assembly of God) 

3050 Alden Nash S.E.* 897-1100 • Staffed Nursery 
Robert W.Holmes, Pastor 

Jonathan Walker, Youth Pastor 
Jason Grear, Children & Young Adults 

SUNDAYS: 
Worship : 10:00 & 6 p.m. 

WEDNESDAYS: 
Family Night: (for All Ages) 7 p.m. 
Generation Jacob Youth: 7:00 p.m. 

LOWELL CHURCH-
OF THE NAZARENE 

201 N. Washington • 897-8800 
Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M. 
Sunday Evening 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Family Ministry 7:00 P.M. 

PASTOR TIM DESHAW 
Staffed Nursery Provided 

Barrier-Free Entrance 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF LOWELL 

(United Church of Christ) 
404 North Hudson • 897-5906 

Worship and Church School 10:00 A.M. 
•Dr. Roger LaWarre Pastor 
Megan MacNaughton Music Director 
Barrier-Free Nursery Provided 

Cony Join Us For Pra/s« A Worship 

CALVARY CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL 
Rev. William J. Renkema - 897-7060 
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, Ml 

Morning Worship 10:00 A. M. 
Sunday School 11:20 A.M. 
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M. 

Nursery available at both services 
Barrier-Free 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

10305 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod) 
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21 

www.iserv.net/~goodshep 

Sunday Worship 10:00 A.M. 

(Nursery available) 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 P.M. 

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307 
All lacilities are wheelchair accessible 

Pet Show, June 30 

Proud pet owners get a 
chance to show off their pets 
at Kent District Library's Pet 
Show. Every pet is a winner 
in this fun family event. 

The Englehardt Branch 
wil l offer the program on Sat-
urday. June 30 at I p.m. To 
register call 897-9596. 

ADA-LOWELL 5 
M-21 6 Minutes Em of Amwy H.0 

$4.21 Family Twilight A4 pm 

$4.25 Kids ft Seniors all shows 

$ 4 . 5 0 DAILY Mstln—s 111 4pm 

$ 8 . 0 0 Studsnts ft Lsts Shows F r i t Sat 

$5 .75 Evsnlnqs Mon -Thws 

O No psssss . 

All SCREENS 
OlCITAl STEREO 

Unlimited Fret Drink Redlle ft .2S( Com Refill* 

Oefux* Air Nockey Table 
COMFOHTAILi DELUXE MOCKIMB 

CHAIR SEATS WITH CUP HOLDERS 

M O V I E G U I D E 

DR. 
D0LITTLE2\ 

SH0WTIMES 6/25 • 6/28 

O DR. D0UTTIE 2 (PG) 
111:00,1:00.3:00,5:00,7:00. 
IffOO 
O THE FAST AND THE 

IFUfttOUS (PG-13) 
12:10,2:40,4:50,7:10,9:20 
O LARA CROFT: TOMB 
RAIDER (PG-'13) 11:30,1:30, 
3:30, 5:30, 7:30,9:30 
SW0R0FISH (R) 
112:30,2:30,4:40,7:40, 9:40 

WEK (PG) 11:10,1:20,3:15, 
15:25, 7:20, 925 

^ C O U P O N 

• Bag of Buttery Popcorn 
lOMperad* Aeta-Loweil̂  TTJ 

| | WWW.CQTI.COM | 
1 

Viewpoint. 
The Lowell Ledger-Wednesday, June 27,2001 -PaKe 5 

cozy corner 
by Roger Brown 

In previous columns 1 have alluded to the fact my daughter 
and her family are moving to China. Her husband's job is 
taking them to Shanghai for two to three years. The overseas 
posting is a wonderful opportunity for them and I have out-
wardly kept a positive attitude about the move. Of course, my 
superficial attitude is only a form of denial. I 'm gonna miss my 
grandkids! To heck with my daughter and son-in-law. In fact, 
I ve formulated an option that the very best reason for having 
kids is, they wil l hopefully produce some grandkids. 

My denial-clouded thinking is kinda like an alcoholic who 
thinks he's just a social drinker or a fat person that talks about 
big bones. I keep trying to convince myself two years isn't that 
long and Shanghai is just a plane ride away. 

I know better. As they say, been there... done that. It was 
over 30 years ago when Uncle Sam sent me to Korea for a year. 
I was just across the Yellow Sea from Shanghai. I know how 
far away they are and I know how time works when you can't 
wail to see somebody. I 'm already counting the days until my 
first visit. I ' l l let you know when I'm. "short." 

I put them on a plane yesterday. My denial has already 
begun to wane and depression is kicking in. There ought to be 
a law against moving somebody's grandkids halfway around 
the world. And I thought Arizona was a long way to go visit 
them. 

Of course, things have changed in 30 years. When I was in 
Korea I called home once. Soldiers could get on a waiting list 
to make a call through a radio operator who would tune in a 

By Dave Stegehuis 

FISHING MEMORIES 
Those of us who fish have lasting memories of angling 

experiences with friends and family as well as when we have 
been alone. The title of this column might lead one to believe 
this story will be about a nostalgic recollection of a fishing trip 
that left the angler with pleasant memories. Well, relax, that 
isn't it at all. 

What we are talking about here has to do with facing up to 
some hard facts in order to catch more fish more often. Fishing 
memories, in this case, refers to the act of going back to the 
same place and fishing the same way one did when he or she 
caught fish the last time. 

It's not a bad idea to check out the "regular" spots, because 
the fish could still be there and biting. The problem arises 
when dogged determination sets in and the angler spends all 
the time in the old location using the same methods. If nothing 
happens, it is assumed that they just aren't biting. 

I afn guilty as anyone of fishing memories. Being a 
creature of habit. I tend to follow routine patterns. I was, 
however, jarred out of my comfort /.one on a trip this spring to 
the Upper Peninsula to fish walleye. 

The weather was nasty. For ten days in a row we encoun-
tered cold rain which was usually driven by high winds on the 
open water. The rain hit your face hard enough so that it 
sometimes felt more like hail. The extreme weather forced us 
to fish where it was possible to fish, which often wasn't where 
we wanted to fish. For example, at times the wind and waves 
made controlling the boat with the outboard or electric motor 
extremely difficult. We solved the problem by finding a 
location where the wind direction allowed us to drift (we used 
adrift sock for boat control) over structure that might hold fish. 
Also, the overcast sky and waves probably helped the midday 
walleye bite. The idea was to use the adverse weather condi-
tions to our advantage. 

On this trip, we continually adjusted our location and 
presentation to accommodate prevailing conditions. This plan 
forced us out of our usual routine and we caught fish in places 
we had never tried before. 

Fishing other people's memories can also be a problem. 
One location on the bay had been very productive the week 
before. Every morning a cluster of boats would fruitlessly ply 
the same^ water and then eventually disperse as it became 
apparent that no one was catching fish. 

One doesn't have to wait for extreme weather or other 
outside influences to be motivated to try something new. The 
concept of exploration and experimentation can work anytime, 
anywhere, and under any conditions. It's OK to have fishing 
memories, but don't let ihem inhibit your creativity. 

volunteer HAM operator in the states. The stateside volunteer 
would then patch you through on a collect phone call to your 
family. The calls were limited to three minutes, you had to say 
"over" at the end of each sentence, and the connections were 
horrible. Old Alex Bell and his man Watson had a better hook-
up. 

My phone call succeeded only in alarming and confusing 
my parents who immediately thought something was wrong. 
The call was over before we cleared things up and I had to send 
them a letter to calm them down. They probably got it two 
weeks later. 

By contrast, my daughter and grandkids were on her cell 
phone to my wife in the Florida Keys as we were zipping along 
on our way to the airport yesterday. Angle's call-waiting 
feature beeped and it was her husband calling from Shanghai. 
Angie put my wife on hold and took the call. So, here we are. 
zooming along at 80 miles per hour with a crystal clear 
connection to the other side of the world and somebody else on 
hold 1,600 miles away. I still hate cell phones, but even I was 
impressed. 

When the dust settles on this move, we're going to inves-
tigate our options using the internet. With web-cams and other 
goodies that are continually coming online, we'll at least have 
virtual grandkids through digital imagery. I won't be able to 
give Boog a "Dutch Rub" and Jim won't be able to pull my 
finger, but we'll make do. 

When I went to Korea I traveled from Grand Rapids to 
Chicago to Seattle to Anchorage to Tokyo and finally to Seoul. 
With all that tlying, various lay overs and ground transport on 
both ends, the trip took about two days and a quart of Old Crow 
(my tlying whiskey at the time). 

My father was a Marine in WWII and served in China after 
the war. His trip home took 28 days on a transport ship and 
another several days by train from the west coast to Michigan. 

My daughter and grandkids' flight was non-stop on a 
Boeing 747 from Detroit to Shanghai with a flying time of 14 
hours. As far as I'm concerned, and I'm sure my dad would 
more than agree, 14 hours is almost "Beam me up, Scotty." 

My wife is already working on passports, visas, shots and 
tickets for a trip to Shanghai in the fall. She's finding prices in 
the $800.00 range, which seems quite reasonable considering 
the distance, not to mention the frequent flyer miles we'll rack 
up. It has been awhile since I spent that much lime on an 
airplane, and since I don't drink any more, Old Cro^v isn't a 
sedative option. I may be singing a different tune after I've 
made the trip. 

So. here 1 go again. I' m putting a positive spin on this move 
with plans for good communications and visits as often as 
possible. It's all denial. There's no getting around the fact my 
grandkids are now ten or twelve thousand miles away and 
that's just plain depressing. 

With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 
Jim Lang & Kevin Miller 

> 

CELLULITIS 
Cellulitis is a term, which refers to infection involving the 

soft tissues of the body. There are many causes for cellulitis 
ranging from an infected mosquito bite to trauma to 
immunocompromised states such as diabetes. Whatever the 
cause, this condition is characterized by a reddened warm feel 
to the skin. Swelling and pain are also usually present in 
cellulitis. These symptoms can advance quickly in just a few 
hours but more commonly it takes days for all the elements to 
manifest themselves. The redness begins, and over time, this 
grows to include a larger and larger area, until the swelling and 
pain alert the person to the problem. These infections do not 
typically drain unless the swelling gets bad enough to break 
down the skin surface. The condition can also drain if ignored 
or left untreated long enough to allow the tissues to completely 
disintegrate, but this rarely happens in the face of intact pain 
sensation. 

Treatment is directed in three areas. First is to control the 
infection with antibiotic therapy. Oral medication is most 
often used and can quickly stop the progression of the infec-
tion, eventually eliminating it. But in some situations the 
medication does not adequately saturate the involved tissue 
requiring intravenous antibiotics in the hospital. 

The second goal to treatment is to apply moist heat to the 
affected area while elevating the part to allow the swelling to 
subside. Lastly, medication is usually given for pain control, as 
this infection is painful until the swelling and advancing 
infection are stopped. Recovery takes several weeks after the 
problem is identified, because the tissue undergoes many 
changes and must heal from the deepest layers to the surface. 

By 

Priscilla Lussmyer 

Ledger Entries 
of 125,100,75,50 & 25 Years Ago 

125 YEARS THE WEEKLY JOURNAL JUNE 28,1876 
This issue is missing. We substitute June 28, 1871. 

Shaw and Burdick are operating a nice new Omnibus here 
The Western Med. Manufacturing Company is building 

toward a three-story brick building. The front will be white 
brick. 

The First Spiritual Society of Lowell will hold their regular 
quarterly meeting at Union Hall Saturday and Sunday. 

The Phrenological Journal has a good variety of articles 
this month, including "Is Medicine a Science?" and "The Last 
of the Tasmanians, Illustrated." Only $3 a year. 

Crops are doing very well with the recent rains, and 
Lowell escaped the hail which fell west of here, especially at 
Grand Haven. 

100 YEARS THE L O W E L L LEDGER JUNE 27,1901 
The oil company that made surface explorations here last 

summer is back, chasing down investors for sinking a test well. 
The route for the proposed electric railway from Ionia 

through Lowell is inspected by the developer and the Michigan 
Trust man who manages the Lowell Water & Light Co. 

A five-barrel cement watering tank has been placed on the 
other side of the road diagonally from the Hotel Brace, replac-
ing the old wooden one. 

Picnics, band music, an oration and two balloon ascen-
sions are on the Fourth of July program plans for Island Park. 

A severe hailstorm last Monday destroyed crops in Ada 
and Vergennes. 

75 YEARS THE L O W E L L LEDGER AND 
T H E ALTO SOLO JUNE 24, 1926 

A Dodge coupe goes off the edge of Riverside Drive, 
performs a somersault and a roll, takes out a fence and tree in 
the 72-foot plunge, and lands upright with minor damage to 
passengers and repairable damage to car. 

Articles are coming every week about the Lowell reunion 
for August 1-3. The very popular former Methodist pastor. 
Russell Bready will be here. Letters from former residents 
planning to visit are published. 

The annual notice to all landowners to kill all noxious 
weeds on their land and roadsides by July I is published. AS 10 
fine plus paying for weed removal is the penalty. 

The Grange Theatre in Alto will have a racing movie 
Saturday, plus short and serial. 

Mrs. Jay Ellis of Lowell is the lucky winner of a super-
power six tube radio set. 

50 YEARS THE L O W E L L LEDGER 
JUNE 28,1951 

From now on. yellow curbs mean No Parking. 
The top 15 Future Farmers of America took the annual trip 

to the Upper Peninsula last week, enjoying Tahquamenon 
Falls and the state agricultural experiment station. 

The annual Lake Odessa Fair will hold forth on July 3 and 4 
Other comments on next week's July 4 include cautions 

about traffic (66 deaths last year in Michigan) and a suggestion 
that this be a national religious observance, celebrating "One 
nation under God.'' 

The Robert E. Lee has made 64 voyages.down the Flat 
River in the past 19 years without an accident. It is in drydock 
being prepared for this year's trips. 

25 YEARS THE GRAND VALLEY LEDGER 
J U N E 24,1976 

Mitch McNeal, Jim Doyle and Jim Pfaller are the first 
Lowell high school students to win statewide positions in the 
American Legion-sponsored Wolverine Boys Stale on the 
MSU campus. 

The swimming pool is very popular in this hoi dry summer. 
The Alto Library has its second display of Old Alto in the 

front window. 
The fountains have been set up for the season in the parks. 

The city hopes they won't be vandalized this year. 
it must be summer: Buckie's Showboat Whistle Tools 

column makes its appearance. 

http://www.fbclowell.org
mailto:apliQhthouse@yahoo.com
http://www.iserv.net/~goodshep
http://WWW.CQTI.COM
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O s i k a / 

S n y d e r 

Richard and Mary Osika 
of Colorado Springs, CO an-
nounce the forthcoming mar-
riage of their daughter Marian 
Denysc Osika to Garth Allen 
Snyder. 

The future groom is the 
son of Garth and Peggy 
Snyder of Ada. 

The bride-to-be is em-
ployed by Celestica Corp. 

The groom-to-be is em-
ployed by IBM Corp. 

A July wedding is planned 
in Rochester, Minn., where 
the couple resides. 

C O L L E G E N E W S 

Dara Anchors and 
Samantha Jean Ripley have 
achieved recognition as 
members of the dean1 s list for 
the 2001 winter semester at 
Grand Rapids Community 
College. 

To attain academic ex-
cellence, a student must have 
earned a place among the top 
10 percent of approximately 
13,000 students enrolled at 
the college. 

Anchors is the daughter 
of Dennis and Deb Anchors 
of Lowell. 

Ripley is the daughter of 
Robert and Michelle Ripley 
of Lowell. 

Nicholas J. Staal gradu-
ated from The School of the 

Art Institute of Chicago with 
a bachelor of fine arts degree 
on May 19, 2001 at the Chi-
cago Theater. He is the son of 
Ken and Janice Staal of Low-
ell. 

Staal is employed at R. 
Shanks Design as a graphic 
design artist in Chicago. 

Andrea N. Rickert of 
Lowell has been named to 
the dean's list for spring term 
at Northwood University in 
Midland. 

She is the daughter of 
Jeffery and Julie Rickert of 
Lowell. 

Toachieve dean's list rec-
ognition, students must earn 

a 3.25 grade point on a 4.0 
scale. 

Jeffrey S. Nethercot of 
Lowell has been named to the 
president's list for spring term 
at Northwood University. 

Nethercot is the son of 
Sharon Nethercot of Lowell. 

To achieve president's 1 ist 
recognition,students must 
earn a 3.85 grade point on a 
4.0 scale. 

Nick W. Bergy, of Alto, 
has been named to the dean's 
list for the May 2001 session 
for the College of Technolo-
gies at the University of 
Northwestern Ohio, located 
in Lima. 

Bergy, a full-time student, 
received a grade point aver-
age of 3.5 or better. 

USINESS 
A D V E R T I S E 
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$ £ 5 6 0 
4 S T O W A S O Per Week 

B u y l i fe insurance a n d save 

o n y o u r h o m e a n d car. 

hen u'i i Imv wnir htr niHinince lioni ik t l i ion j i Auto* 

(Vihtn Insurance. VVII inv iv* Npecial dkiiinn.* IIN 

\viir h.-me. m-iKilv Imnrt orcji insuraiiiv. Well 

vue \ . n nwwv. As an iiulc|v>Kkni Auto-

(Vnr r * aqrni, hv mIu- ^rrni miercM in 

V'Hi - as vail .i> u <iir home anJ uir \Xv 

.ire >ivuiilh|> in imuruii; people 

and the ihinps ihey own 

\Auto-Owner* Insurance 

Speerstra 
Agency 
835 W. Main St. 
Lowell, Ml 49331 

897-9259 
( 8 0 0 | 8 0 4 - 3 3 2 2 D a l e Triplett 

BILL WHEELER1 
C e r t i f i e d P u b l i c 

A c c o u n t a n t 
^ .J . MICHIGAN 

103 Riverside Dr. 
Lowell, Michigan 

^ 49331 

616-897-7711 

Complolo 
Mach no Shop 

Service 

howboat 
A U T O M O T I V E SUPPLY, I N C . 

PARTS 4'Plus 

o 1450W. Main St., Lowell, Ml 

J L ( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 9 2 3 1 € 5 

HOURS; MON • FRI 8-7: SAT 8-5:30: Sun 9-3 ® 

F 
2 1 6 E . M a i n S t . , L o w e l l 

( 6 1 6 ) 8 9 7 - 7 6 6 8 

B CORPORATE, BUSINESS 
& PERSONAL TAX PREPARATIONS 

T BUSINESS START-UP & CONSULTING 
H PAYROLL AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

HOURS: 
Mon - Fri 9 am - 6 pm • Saturday 9 am • 1 pm 

Others By Appointment 

T h o m e t 

SERVICE HOURS: 

I I I REMEMBER 
Y O U 

COULD BE 
SAVING $$$$$ 
ADVERTISING IN THIS 

SPACE!!! 

STOP SUFFERING! 

We Successfully Treat: 
• Whiplash 

• Neck Pain 

• All Headaches 

• Auto Injuries 

• Back Pain 

• Numb Hands/Arms 
• Sports Injuries 

• Work Injuries 

See a Specialist and See Results! 

897-4999 

DOCTORS 
CHIROPRACTIC 

Denny Hawk 

T O W I N G 
Nights & Weekends 

FAST 
RESPONSE 

Safe SUV Towing 

8 6 8 - H A W K 
J4295^ 

^ V D r ^ n t h o n ^ r o m ^ 

P R E V I E W 
PR0PERTIES.C0M 

C A L L 
JERRY H A L E 

897-0229 
or 1-800-515-7763 

Jerry is a full-time 

professional who will serve 

all your real estate needs. 
Aii imlrprndmih imnnl and oprraml innnhrr (if The hvdralial Knl bwr .Ultliaics. Inc 

V;rT * 

•• 

Tuffli Plumbing Co. 
Licensed & Insured Master Plumber 

REPAIR & SERVICE WORK 

• 40 Years Experience 
• Reasonable Prices 

• Call For Estimates 
• New Homes 
• Commercial 
• Remodeling 

Ross - 8 9 7 - 7 2 9 2 

THIS SPACE 
O n l y $ 4 | Q 8 0 _ 

I 5 7 P E R W E E K ! 

\Along Main Street 

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES CONTINUES 
Jason Conant and Beats Settin' Home - extraordinary 

tolk music that "beats settin' home!" will be on the Riverwalk 
this Thursday evening, June 28 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Come 
on down and enjoy an evening of music at this free concert. 

LPD LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 
Would you like to enjoy the summer weather, meet people 

and help keep your community safe? Lowell Police Dept.'s 
Retired and Senior Volunteer Patrol is looking for volunteers 
for crime prevention, home security checks, special events, 
neighborhood watch, and friendly visiting. Training and uni-
forms are provided. Contact Debi Hinton, director of Volun-
teers, at the Lowell Police Department. 897-7123. 

VISITORS NIGHT AT VEEN OBSERVATORY 
Tour the James C. Veen Observatory, located at 3308 

Kissing Rock Rd., every 2nd and last Saturday through 
October and visit the moon, planets, galaxies and other 
celestial objects through powerful telescopes with local as-
tronomy experts. 

Visit June 30 between 9 and 11:30 p.m. ifthe sky is clear. 
Adults $2; children to 18, $ I. Call Starwatch at 897-7065 for 
additional information. 
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COVERED BRIDGE BIKE TOL R 
The Fallasburg Historical Society will host the 7ih annual 

Covered Bridge bike lour on Sunday. July 8. Registrations 
begin at 7:30 a.m. at the historic Fallasburg Schoolhouse for the 
12-, 28-. 50-. and 100 mile routes.Theevent beneliis the societv 
and its efforts to restore the village of Fallasburg. 

S t e g e h u i s ' w o r k p u b l i s h e d i n a n t h o l o g y 
In front of the beautiful yacht harbor on Mackinac Island 

on the lawn of the Island House Hotel, approximately 400 
people gathered in June to honor and obtain autographs of the 
50 new authors recently published in Voices of Michigan, An 
Anthology of Michigan Authors, volumn III. Among the 
many authors honored that day was Dave Stegehuis of 
Lowell whose writings appear in (he anthology. 

Volumn III of Voices was recently selected by Secretary 
of State Candice Miller, the chairwoman of this year's 2001 
Michigan Literary Initiative and her committee, as one of 14 
books representative of this year's theme, "Michigan Lead-
ing the Way." 

The cover painting of volumn 111 was done by Mary 
Hramiec-Hoffman of Harbor Springs. Charlene Oestman of 
Traverse City provided the pen and ink sketches used in the 

interior of the book, and Thomas Lynch of Petoskey wrote a 
powerful foreword to introduce the authors* poems, short 
stories and essays. 

I I N T H E S E R V I C E 

Air Force Airman 
Zachary C. Hollinshead has 
graduated from basic military 
training at Lakeland Air Force 
Base. San Antonio. Texas. 

During the six weeks of 
training, the airman studied the 
Air Force mission, organiza-
tion and customs. and received 

special training in human re-
lations. 

In addition, airmen who 
complete basic training earn 
credits toward an associate 
degree through the Commu-
nity College of the A i r 
Force. 

Hollinshead is the son of 
Rosemary Hollinshead of 
Alto and a 1999 graduate of 
Caledonia Hish School. 

A D V E R T I S E 
IN THE 

LEDGER BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

As Low as 
W Per Week — 

Call 897-9261 ' 

J B HARRISON 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Your Independent Agent 

"Working For YOU!" 

Durkee Lumber, 
Inc. 

Lumber and Building Materials 

8 6 8 - 6 0 2 6 
6 0 7 1 D e p o t S t . 

A l t o , M l 

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING 

JUNE SPECIALS 

DRESSES 

2 0 % off 
•Mf 

^ P O L O S H I R T S 

Judy Harrison. President 

6090 ALDEN NASH, ALTO 

8 6 8 - 0 0 5 0 
Call us for a quote on all 

your insurance needs... 

Home, Farm, Business, Auto, 
Health, Life, Boat, Snowmobile. Jet Ski. 

Mobile Home.. 

M I K A 
M E Y E R S 

B E C K E T T 
& J O N E S 

P L C 
ATTORNKYS AT LAW 

* New Homes • Replacements 

• Upgrades • Conversions Etc. 

v I $ 2 . 7 5 
J U * : ; 

r c t i c . I n c . 1 9 

1301 Bowes Rd., Lowell, Ml 49331 
P h o n ^ e g T ^ I M 

117 West Main Street 
Lowell, Ml 49331 
(616) 897-3111 

Ross A. Leisman 
Daniel C. Brubaker 

CURTIS CLEANERS 
SHIRT LAUNDRY f TUX RENTAL 

Open 7 Days * 897-9809 • 1410 W. Msln | 

I n d i v i d u a l I n v e s t o r s 
S i n c e 1871 

Stocks 

Mutua l 
funds 

Bonds 

Government 
securit ies 

CDs 

M o n e y 
m a r k e t f u n d s 

IRAs 

Tax - f ree 
b o n d s 

... a n d m u c h m o r e . 
Call o r s t o p by t o d a y ! 

Serving individual 
investors from more than 
5 0 0 0 offices nationwide. 
Christopher J. Bouma 
Invrsintem Rcprvsfniuihv 
JOSOW Main. Suite I) 

LowdL Ml vWI 
987-9515 
www.edwarcljoncs.ootn 
M e m b e r SIPC 

Edward Jones 
Investments 

WHITTEM0RE 
ELECTRIC 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIA 
UPGRADES HEW CONSTRUCTION & REUODEUN 

Free Estimates 

B e s t C a r p e t C l e a n i n g 

Jim Phillips 
Provid ing Carpet & Uphols tery Cleaning 

and 

Housekeep ing Services 

Commerc ia l & Industrial 
Bus./Res. Ph. (616) 897-9034 

Located @ 3946 Causeway Dr. NE. Lowell, Ml. 49331 

ALLIED RENTAL 
CONTAINER S IZES 1 0 - 4 0 - Y A R D S 

S A M E D A Y S E R V I C E 
S E R V I N G A L L A R E A S 

l 4 3 7 - 1 5 3 0 1 

AUTO 
INJURIES? 
Free Examinalon, Evaluation 

and X-rays a ! 

NO COST TO PATIENT! 
for Recent Auto Injuries 

Same Day Relief. 
Painless, Computer Treatment 

100% Covered by Auto Insurance* 

DOCTORS 
CHIROPRACTIC 

897-4999 
* in most cases. Call for information 

http://www.edwarcljoncs.ootn
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Power Outage, cont'd... From Page 1 

Lowell city clerk, Betty Morlock said she learned of it at 
approximately 9:15 a.m. 

Planning commissioner John VanderWilp questioned why 
power couldn't be shut off one block at a time instead of 
shutting down the whole east side. 

Unforeseen complications arose after the move was un-
derway, according to Lowell Light and Power operations 

manager, Jeff Mullins. "Shortly before 9 a.m. we determined 
that there was not enough room under the primary lines to 
move the house safely. At that point the decision to de-
energize the neighborhood circuit was made and electric 
service was interrupted. Our crew did its best to notify and 
coordinate with the customers who would be inconvenienced." 

The electric outage affected 34 local businesses. 
Mullins said the house was dangerously close to the high 

voltage primary lines. Phase to phase primary voltage poduces 
4,160 volts. Phase to ground produces 2,400 volts. 

The operations manager concluded by saying that this 
situation would not happen again. 

Duck Request, cont'd... From Page 1 

the trees. Baker said she learned this could hurt the trees. 
Another "no no" was to stick anything in the grates, because 
of the tree roots. 

"I don't see any other way to keep them up securely 
without using the trees or the lights," Baker said. 

The council suggested using the flag poles which already 
have a spot for placement. Baker said her only concern is that 
it not create a public safety issue; it would need to be checked 
out further with Lowell Police Chief, Jim Valentine. 

Another issue about the flag poles is that the flags are 
usually put up for Labor Day, which means the ducks would 
have to be removed in time for that tradition. Baker explained 
her plan was to remove the ducks the Tuesday after Labor Day, 
Sept. 4, when the banners for the Riverwalk would also be 
taken down. 

' Mayor Mike Blough suggested the council approve a 
motion having Baker look into the flag poles and if that fails, 
giving the Chamber permission to put the ducks on the 
lampposts. 

However, councilmember Jeanne Shores said she wasn't 
willing to go the route of the lampposts until she was certain 
all other options had been exhausted. 

"I am just afraid we are going to receive a lot of feedback 
if you put them on the lampposts," Shores said. 

What the Chamber is proposing is for three-foot ducks to 
be on the ground and secured to a pole. A person or organiza-
tion could sponsor a duck for $ 100 with the name of the group 
being placed on the duck. Baker said the Chamber's goal is to 
sell 100 ducks, placed throughout the city from the east end to 
the west end . . . not just in the downtown area. 

None of the councilmembers objected to the ducks or the 
concept; however, the council has maintained a strict policy 
about anything hung on the historic lampposts located in the 

downtown central business district. The only item which has 
been allowed on the poles is a small blue triangle to aid in 
marking the North Country Trail in the downtown area and it 
took the council about three weeks to agree to that, noted 
councilmember Don Green. 

Green said if the council decided to go with the ducks on 
the lampposts, he would like it to be a one-year agreement on 

Change of command at VFW 
Jannes "John" VanderWilp will become the 32nd com-

mander of Veterans of Foreign Wars Flat River Post 8303 on 
July 1. Immediately following the installation of the new 
V.F.W. Michigan State Commander for 2001 -2002, the offi-
cial change of officers at the post level becomes effective and 
seven-term commander, Gordon Marshall then becomes a 
"past commander" of Post 8303. 

During those seven years. Commander Marshall (the 
longest serving commander of Post 8303 to date) lists among 
the post's accomplishments, being declared an "Al l State 
Post" three years in a row. "I am very grateful to the members 
for all their support and work for the post and their support of 
me personally," said Marshall. "We are a small post, only 117 
members, but we have stood right up there with posts of 1,000 
plus members and have been recognized by three different 
state commanders as among the 'best of the best.' We even 
finished second place in points twice. Only a membership 
shortfall kept us from a fourth All-State title this year. I am 
very proud to be from Post 8303 and from Lowell and want to 
publicly say, "Thank you, comrades.'" 

In addition to being a three- time All-State Commander, 

placement. Baker was concerned about this because the cost of 
the ducks requires the Chamber to have the program for three 
years to make it beneficial. Blough said this move would not 
prevent the ducks from being placed in the city, but just allow 
the council to review where they are placed. 

Baker said she would look into the flag poles first to see 
whether that would be a good option. 

• m mm 
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Heat Your Home For Up To 

iiimtu 

Less! 
Did you know that you can heat a 1,500 square foot 

home for as little as $3.00 a day? Harman pellet 

stoves are the most advanced efficient pellet stove 

with highest rated warranty in the industry. The 

Canadian government has rated Harman Pellet 

Stoves as the most efficient in North America. 

How would you like to enjoy a beautiful fire, an 

attractive stove, and save your hard earned dollar$? 

Many people find that their entire investment in a 

Harman Pellet Stove is paid back in the first 2-3 

heating seasons, afterwhich, the savings continue 
year after year. 

Stop paying those high energy bills! 

BAND INSTRUMENTS 
• R e n t a l s ' S a l e s 

• Service • Lessons 

HANSEN S 
MUSIC HOUSE 

Downtown Greenvil le*616-754-3803 
Call Toil F r e e ' 1 -888 -MUSIC-18 

(1-888-687-4218) 

V.F.W. Post 8303 Commander Gordon Marshall, left, 
turns over the gavel to Commander-elect John VanderWilp. 

Marshall has been personally recognized by two state com-
manders for his work in the V.F.W.. and they have nominated 
him for the titles of National Deputy Chief of Staff (1999-
2000) and National Aide-de-Camp (2000-2001). 

Marshall concluded, "Al l those awards are wonderful and 
I am grateful, but our attention is, as always, drawn to the 
future, and I am now going to be, 'just one of the troops' in Post 
8303." 

• Pellets are a renewable source of energy. 
• Pellets are wood waste and spare landfills. 
4 Pellets are the cleanest burning solid fuel. 
• Pellet stoves can vent right through the wall. 
• Harman Stoves have the best warranty. 
• Harman Stoves are the cleanest burning. 
• Harman Stoves require less maintenance. 
• Harman Stoves are easy to clean. 

Call Us 
For Pellets 

11\KM\ \ 

S 1 o \ 1;, 
« »• M \ \ \ 

vent pipe and all venting materials necessary to complete your job! 

Showroom Hours: 
Monday-Friday 

8-5:30 

Saturday 8-2.00 

Phone 682-1897 

6452 E. Fulton, 

Ada, Ml 

i i n . 

Franciscan Life Process Center 

Preschool Program 
Afternoon programs are available for 
children three to five within multi-age 
classes. 

• helps children become enthusiastic, 
confident learners through play 

• focuses on early development of 
social skills, creativity, thinking and 
problem solving, process learning, 
and fun 

• provides a natural setting with 
integrated nature, science, and art 
experiences (farm, wooded trails, 
orchards) 
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11650 Downes Street, Lowell, MI 49331-9489 

Phone (616) 897-7842 for information 
a.\:i 
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Amendment to water agreement designed to clarify how rate is set 
By J.N. Boorsma Contributing Writer 

In an effort to make the water agreement between the city 
of Lowell and Lowell Charter Township a little clearer, the 
city approved a second amendment to the agreement. 

The second amendment, which was to give approval 
contingent with Lowell Charter Township Board's consent, 
is designed to clarify the implementation of the rates set by 
the city, said city manager, David Pasquale. This new amend-
ment does not change how the city calculates what it charges 
to the township, nor does it violate the original integrity of 
that methodology, Pasquale added. 

"It does not subsidize either the township residents or the 
city residents," Pasquale said at the June 18 city council 
meeting, adding that it provides that everyone is paying their 
fair share of the costs. 

The city and Lowell Township signed an agreement in 
1992 whereby the city would provide water to the township 
and its residents. A first amendment to the agreement was 
approved in 1997. 

According to a letter from city attorney, Richard Wendt, 
the second amendment was the result of the township hiring 
a new engineering firm, Fleis & Vandenbrink Engineering, 
Inc., which raised questions on the method of calculating 
water rates charged by the city to the township. After 
spending two years reviewing the process with the engineer-
ing firm, it was decided that a second amendment was needed 
to help clarify the process of determining the rates. 

The amendment specifies the new rates wil l be effective 
January 1, rather than July 1 of each year, starting with 2001. 
Pasquale said the new rates for the township were calculated 
and the township started paying $2.97 per thousand on Janu-
ary 1. New rates will be calculated and presented to the 
township by November 1. 

The rest of the amendment describes how certain costs are 
to be treated as integrated and shared by all users, and how 
other costs are to be treated as non-integrated and only shared 
by either city users or township users. Such is the case with 
personnel costs. It was determined that 20 percent of person-

nel costs in the water distribution division of the water 
department would be treated as integrated system costs, 
shared by all users, and 80 percent be treated as non-
integrated system costs. 

Pasquale requested the committee which looked at the 
new amendment consider every part and process in the plan 
and decide whether it would be integrated or non-integrated. 

"We are hopeful that this second amendment brings to an 
end the differences the city and township have had related to 
this matter," said Wendt in his letter. 

The council decided the amendment sounded fair to both 
sides and approved it unanimously at its June 18 meeting 
based on the fact that the township board also approve the 
amendment. 

On Friday. Lowell Township supervisor. John Timpson 
said the township was waiting to see if the city approved the 
new amendment before discussing it. He said he plans to 
present it at the township's next meeting. 
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Insets show flower (top), silique (middle) and overall 
plant form (bottom). 

Garlic mustard poses threat to natural areas 
In Indianapolis, they took 

up arms against this biennial 
herb. 

The villain goes by the 
name of garlic mustard. It is 
feared because it poses a threat 
to natural areas due to its abil-
ity to quickly dominate the 
ground layer to the exclusion 
of native plants. 

" In the Kalamazoo/ 
Richland areas, trilliums, but-
tercups, sweet williams and 
many other wild flowers are 
being crowded out and re-
placed by the garlic mustard 
plants," said Lowell's Bonnie 
Grooters. "They shade out tree 
seeds and morel mushroom 
spores, and are a serious threat 
to woodlands and wildlife." 

A single garlic mustard 
plant can produce thousands 
of seeds, which scatter as 
much as several meters from 
the parent plant. 

Addit ionally, because 
white-tailed deer prefer na-
tive plants to garlic mustard, 
large deer populations may 
help expand it by removing 
competing native plants and 

exposing the soil and seedbed Successful control meth-
through trampling. ods include burning, pulling 

"I 've seen the garlic plant by hand, and cutting flower-
all over Lowell, Cascade and ing stems with a scythe or 
Ada," Grooters warns. weed whip. Control meth-

ods are most effective before 
garlic mustard begins fruiting 
in late summer to prevent seed 
production. 

ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
OF LOWELL 

1 1 6 1 0 E. F u l t o n S t . 
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Bruce Langlois, D 
FAMILY PET PRACTICE 

. V . M . L f 
flCE T V , 

L 

1 • Evenings & Saturday Hours Available 
• Early Drop Off & House Calls 
• 24 Hour Emergency Service 

• Science Diet Pet Foods 
• Boarding & Grooming 

• Sick or Injured Animals C 
Seen The Same Day ^ l l l 

Call 897-8484 

u . 

401 (k) rollovers 
made easy 

Edwardjones 
Serving Individual Investors Sincc 1871 

Call or stop by today 

Christopher J. Bouma 
Investment Representative 

2050 W. Main, Suite D 

Lowell, Ml 49331 

987-9515 
www.edwardjones.com 

Which 

IRA 
is right for you? 

Focused on planning for retirement? . 
A tradit ional IRA or 
Roth IRA, each offering unique tax advantages, 
can help you build your retirement nest egg. 

Need to finance a college education? 
An Educa t ion IRA can help you save 
for higher education expenses. 

I can help you choose the IRA that's right for you. 
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CHEVROLET flfiv WTLL BE THERE 

CHEVROLET B U I C K 
1250 W. Main,Lowell 897-9294 

Is Your Source For Top Quality 6M Vehicles From! 
Or check out 

Thomet's online at: 
gmbuypower.coni 

or email us at: 
s.thomet@inetinail.att.net Most Dependable. Longestr Lasting 

Trucks on the Road ' 

B U I C K ' 

"It's All Good" 

A Great Selection 
Of Used Cars& 

Trucks & New Car Trades 

Also See Us For 
Authorized GM 
Parts & Service 

E n 
farts 

BRYANT 2.5 Ton Air Conditioning 
package completely installed Only '30.00 MO. 

DUCANE 2.5 Ton Air Conditioning 
package completely installed *1,395 

(CASH OR 
CHECK 
ONLY) 

rctic. Inc. 

Other sizes available. Not good with any other offers. 
Financing available. Expires 6/30/01. Call for details...897-4123 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 
1301 Bowes Rd., Lowell • (616) 897-4123 

VISIT US AT WWW.HEATINGCOOLINGONUNE.COM 

B H 

http://www.edwardjones.com
mailto:s.thomet@inetinail.att.net
http://WWW.HEATINGCOOLINGONUNE.COM
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BIG SALE AT PERRY'S 
Lots of quality clothing, 
furniture, household 

items, Little Tikes toys, 
bikes, golf clubs, car 
parts, snowblowers & 

lawn mowers. Something 
for everyone. Friday, June 
29, 6939 Alden Nash Rd. 
(7 miles 8. of Lowell on 

M-50). 

MULTI-FAMILY SALE 
June 28 & 29, 9-5 p.m. 

Name brand clothes (girls 
infant thru size 8 & adult), 
baby items (swing & bas-
sinet), household goods 

& much more. 
11455 36th St. 

SALE 
Going out of business, 

Cranberry Urn Antiques, 
208 E. Main St., Lowell, 

Ml Open Tues, Wed., Ph., 
& Sat. 11-5. 

ESTATE GARAGE SALE 
Corner of Vergennes & 

Pettis. Antique glassware, 
women's/children's cloth-

ing, household, dog 
houses & cages. June 28, 

29 & 30, 9-6 p.m. 

PRE-MOVING SALE 
13940 Cascade Rd. 

28th. 29th & 30th. 8:30 -
5:30 p.m. Hunting & 

snowmobile clothes, hel-
mets, etc. Treadmill, 

VCR. tools, household, 
much more. 

GARAGE SALES 
RE-DID-IT furniture. On 

Driftwood SE. off 
Thornapple River Dr., 

June 28 & 29, 8-5 p.m. 

GARAGE SALE 
Fri., June 29. 8-5, Sat., 

June 30, 8-12. Toys, Little 
Tikes, Fisher Price, 

bikes, Burley bike cart, 
clothes, household items. 
935 Sargent (off M-21). 

YARD SALE 
Rain or shine. June 29 & 

30. 9-6, corner of 7 Mile & 
Lincoln Lake, look for 
signs. 3 pc. couch set, 
table .& chairs, Harley 
Davidson items, lots of 

crafts, clothes: infants to 
size 8. 2-6 in boys, wom-

en's 12 to plus sizes, 
men's Ig. to 3x. 

4 FAMILY SALE 
Antiques, baby furniture, 
kids' clothing, toys. 4625 
Equestrian Valley, Ada. 
Take 5 Mile 4.8 miles 

West of Lincoln Lake Rd. 
June 28, 29 & 30, 9-5 pm. 

YOUR AD COULD 
BE HERE! 

Call our office today 
to place your Garage 

Sale ad! 
897-9555 or 897-9261. 

BENEFIT GARAGE 
SALE 

Something for every-
one. Clothing - all siz-
es, baby items, house-

hold items & books. 
Sponsored by Friends 
of Joe Stepek family. 
June 29 & 30,9-4 p.m. 

1679 Stonewood. 

ELECTRIC HEATERS 
Refrigerator, wood 

stoves, horse tack, out-
board boat & trailer, 

bikes, toys, car, formal 
dining room table & 

chairs, household goods 
of all kinds. Too much to 

list. June 29 & 30, 
9 a.m. - ? 

1071 E. Riverside Dr., 
Ionia. 

END OF DETOUR SALE 
50% off Avon products, 
Tupperware, new sofa 
sleeper & love seat, 

bikes, car seat, exersauc-
er, baby swing, Little 

Tikes, cradle. 2 cribs, 6 
strollers, socks w/beads, 
oak table, toaster oven, 
lots more. Tues. - Fri., 

June 26 - 29, 8 a.m. - ? S. 
Jackson 1 block S. of 

Main. 

GRATTAN BIG 3 FAMILY 
YARD SALE 

Items big and small, too 
numerous to mention. 

June 28 - 30, 8:30 - 5:30 
pm. 5867 Lincoln Lake. 

YARD SALE 
June 29 - July 1, 9 a.m. -
dark. 9639 W. Riverside 

between Lowell & 
Saranac. Clothes, toys, 

books, dishwasher, tread-
mill, bike & some stuff 

free. 

3-FAMILY GARAGE 
SALE 

June 28 - 30, 9-5 p.m. 
Lots of nice clothes, 

household items, love-
seat, bike, rototiller, 

knick-knacks & more. 
7900 McCords. 

ONE DAY ONLY!! 
Huge Garage/Yard Sale. 
9280 Wingeier Ave. SE, 
Alto. 765-3061.Fri., June 

29. Children's clothing 
from size 3T to size 10, 

very clean, various furni-
ture, sofas, loveseats. 
numerous household 
items, including small 

appliances, 2 boat lifts, 1 
electric. 

GARAGE SALE 
Collectibles, steins, 

Breyer horses, clothing, 
misc., etc. June 28 - 30, 
8 a.m. - ? 8685 Peddler 

Lake Rd. 

AUCTION 
Turn West Western Store, 

4150 32nd Ave, 
Hudsonville, Ml, Thurs., 
July 12 at 6 p.m. Tack, 

store fixtures & shelving. 

HUGE GARAGE SALE 
12520 Bailey Dr. June 
28, 29 & 30, 9-2 p.m. 

Furniture, children's toys 
& clothes, etc. 

SALE 
Thurs., June 28, 8-6. 

Remodeling, antiques & 
baby, air conditioners, 

Andersen window, misc. 
doors & windows, tub, toi-
let & sink, carpet, wood 
fireplace, bricks, trees u-
dig, tent, ping pong table, 

settee, china, ladies 
desk, silver items, lamps, 
boys clothes 0-12mos., 
Play Station games, vid-

eos, N64 & games, & 
more! 470 N. Whites 

Bridge Rd. 7 min. from 
Lowell. 

HUGE GARAGE SALE 
The packrat has decided 
to unpack. Antiques to 

brand new - a little bit of 
everything, too 

numerous to mention. 
June 25, 26 & 27, 9-6 

p.m. 660 Whites Bridge. 

TWO FAMILY GARAGE 
SALE 

June 28. 29 & 30. 2479 
Murray Lake Ave. 

GARAGE SALE 
June 28, 29 & 30. 9-5, 
8927 66th St. Alto, just 

west of McCords. Lots of 
kids clothing (size NB -4 

T); women's dresses, 
suits, etc. size 2 -4; 

maternity, baby items, 
household items. 

YARD SALE 
3 family. Household 

goods, furniture, dishes, 
etc. Fri. & Sat., June 29 & 

30, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
760 Grindle. 

S. SIDE OF MORRISON 
LAKE 

Woodland Landing. Nash 
Hwy. to Clarksville. L. at 
light to Elm Rd., L. onto 

Brooks, Rt. on Ash Lane, 
Fri. & Sat., 

June 29 & 30, 9-? 

HUGE MOVING SALE 
in barn, 11310 Bailey 
Dr., Fri., June 29, 9-5; 

Sat., June 30, 9-? 
Everything must go. Lots 
of kids clothes, tons of 
misc. items, household 

things, child's kitchen set, 
slide, picnic table and 

many more toys. 
Beanies, game boy pock-
et & carrying case, red, 
yellow, blue & trading 
card Pokemon games, 

sectional couch w/ 
hideabed & other furni-
ture, 6 person hot tub, 

firewood, boom-pole for 
tractor, 2 Ski-Doo snow-
mobiles; 2000 MXZ 700 
Millennium edition & '99 

Formula Z583. More 
items added as we pack 

this week. • 

State rescinds mandate in 
response to funding issue 
By Thaddeus J. Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

When Michigan legisla-
tors mandated that all school 
districts provide free summer 
school programs for third 
graders who need help in read-
ing, the collective response 
from school districts was, 
'There they go again,". . . in 
reference to the ongoing court 
battle between the state and 
school districts over funding 
for mandated special educa-
tion programs. 

u ! f it's mandated, the stale 
is supposed to fund it," said 
Lowell superintendent, Bert 
Bleke. 

Hearing these all too fa-
miliar cries, legislators re-
scinded the mandate in the 
latter part of April. 

Having already commu-
nicated its intention to offer a 
third grade program for stu-

dents deficient in reading 
skills, Lowell School District 
decided to go ahead with plans 
to offer the free program. 

"LEAP into MEAP was 
put into place three years ago 
to accomplish what the state 
was going to try and man-
date," said Marlene Heemstra, 
director of alternative educa-
tion programs. "The differ-
ence was we were charging 
for a program which provided 
one teacher for every seven 
students." 

Lowell's summer school 
program is reaching out to 
182 students (elementary and 
high school). Through a col-
laborative effort with the 
Lowell Area Arts Council and 
the Franciscan Life Process 
Center, the school district is 
able to provide more oppor-
tunity for students. 

High school summer 

classes began June 13 and con-
tinue through July 26. The 
elementary classes started 
June 19 and run through July 
26. 

Also , being offered 
through the summer school 
program is WOW (K- l ) , a 
reading/writing program for 
at-risk readers. It focuses on 
development of strategies to 
make meaning from print. 

The distr ict provides 
transportation to all class sites. 

It wi l l cost the district 
$40,000 to operate this year's 
summer school program. 
Some of that cost is covered 
through a $22,000 grant from 
the Lowell Area Community 
Fund (Englehardt). A per-
centage of grant money is also 
used to help with tutoring done 
by the district. 

Lowell soccer camp opens July 30 
Soccer SPOT/Great Lakes Soccer Academy will offer a week long soccer day camp at the 

Lowell Township Park the week of July 30 - Aug. 3 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
This soccer camp is open to any child 6 to 14 years old and is sponsored by Lowell YMCA. 

The week of training and fun is run by coaches who teach soccer all year long. Soccer SPOT/ 
GLSA summer camps offer a complete soccer day camp experience for recreational, select and 
premier players. 

For more information stop in the Kentwood Soccer Spot or call the Soccer Spot at (616) 
464-1000. Further information can also be found at www.soccerspot.net. 

Community fireworks, Friday, July 6 
The Laurels of Kent and the Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce wil l present the holiday 

fireworks display for the Lowell community. 
On the evening of July 6, a parade will start at the east end of town at Roll Away Family 

Fun Center at 7 p.m. and proceed to the Kent County fairgrounds. 
Lowell's fire department wil l entertain patrons with water ball fights, and the Knights of 

Columbus will sell snacks during the evening. 
The Saranac Area Community Music Makers wil l perform patriotic music, along with 

Grasshoppah, a folk and bluegrass acoustical sound band. 
Patrons will also be able to hop a ride aboard the While Knight monster truck. Rides will 

cost $3 per person. The truck can haul up to 11 people at a lime. 
Fireworks wil l be shot from Sloney Lakeside at dark. 
The Chamberand Lowell Jaycees wil l sell glow necklaces. Funds from the sale wil l be used 

to help offset the expenses for the activities and to further the promotion of the newly formed 
Lowell Jaycees. 

MARKJOHNSOK 
6095 28th St. SE 

Suite 4 
Grand Rapids 

(616) 940-8181 

FARMERS... 
Your Insurance Needs Are Our Specialty 

You fake care of your farm, and we'll fake care of 

your insurance needs — protecting your farm, family, 

and retirement. Nobody cares as much about 

Michigan farm families as we do. Call today. 

Making Your Future More Predictable 

m MUM BUREAU 
I. INSURANCE 

FARM BUREAU MUTUAl • FARM BUREAU LIFE • FARM BUREAU GENERAL 

www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com 
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Family Dentistry 
Todd Gillan, D.D.S. 

Quality Dental Care 
For You & Your Family 

• We Welcome New Patients 

• Early Morning & Evening 

Appointments Available 

• We Cater To Cowards 

• Free Evaluation For Braces 

(across from Family Fare Shopping Plaza) 

2186 W. Main • Lowell 
897-8491 

NOT A SPECIAL ST 
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Elzingas volunteer to teach Russian salon owners 
Salon owners, Patty 

Elzinga and Heidi Christine 
O'Connor (Heidi Christine 
Salon, Spa & Wellness Cen-
ter, with two locations) re-
cently spent three weeks in 
Khabarovsk, Russia, nearlhe 
border of China almost to the 
Sea of Japan, leaching salon 
owners not only the latest 

American hairculling skills 
but helping them implement 
business systems as well. 

When the international 
agency Winrock (funded by 
US AID) contacted The Salon 
Association (TSA) with the 
idea for the venture, TSA is-
sued a call for volunteers, and 
Elzinga, a longtime TSA 

member and TSA ambassa-
dor, stepped forward. "When 
I saw the message from TSA," 
she explained, "my immedi-
ate reaction was,4You've got 
to be kidding!' But after I 
thought about it awhile and 
mentioned it to my family, 1 
realized it was a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity." 

Patty Elzinga and Heidi Christine O'Connor taught a few nail repair tricks and other 
salon tips during their stay in Russia. 

Hie doctor will 
see you now. 

(Really. N o k idd ing . We ' re total ly serious.) ^ 

G e t t i n g in to see a good doctor shouldn't be such a pain. 

And it won' t be now that there's a new doctor near you. 

And the first thing he will cure is your disbelief. 

Johnathan G. Meier, D.O. 
Family Practice Physician 

Family practice physicians provide comprehens ive 

care tha t includes complete physicals, diagnosis and 

t r ea tmen t of illness and routine and preventive care. 

Dr. Paul Gauthier, Dr. James Lang and Dr. Kevin Miller are 

pleased to announce the addition of Dr. Johnathan Meier, D.O. 

to the Lowell Family Medical Center. 

New patients are'welcome and most insurances are accepted. 

LOWELL FAMILY M E D I C A L CENTER 

2550 West Main Street • Lowell, Michigan 49331 • (616) 252-5600 

The pair boarded a plane 
for Russia in February and 
landed 25 hours later. When 
their host, Nina, owner of 
Nioka Salon in Khabarovsk, 
met them at their hotel, says 
Elzinga, "We laughed and 
hugged and I knew every-
thing would be fine." 

The next day they got to 
work, with O'Connor leach-
ing technical skills (such as 
razor cutting and hair color 
applications) and Elzinga 
teaching business systems 
(employee training, customer 
service, teamwork, direct 

"We were surprised to dis-
cover how educated, stylish 
and hip they were." Elzinga 
says, "and thrilled with their 
eagerness to soak up all the 
information we had. Little by 
little, day by day. their excite-
ment grew until it eventually 
just exploded. They demon-
strated a joy for creativity and 
their craft, and they work 
very well together as a team. 
We were also pleased to dis-
cover that they use many high-
quality American profes-
sional salon products." 
Elzinga even incorporated a 

class based on the bestselling 
book " W h o Moved My 
Cheese?" by Spencer 
Johnson. "They loved it." she 
said, "and asked me to repeal 
the parts that mentioned out-
of-lhe-box thinking." 

The experience. Elzinga 
concluded, "wi l l be with us 
always. The Russian people 
are beautiful. They're ex-
cited. they're ready and we 
believe they're better than 
when we got there. They ha\ e 
the talent and enthusiasm. All 
they needed were the sys-
tems." 

mail, publicity and more). 

Peppers, senior adults meet at Franciscan Center 
I 'm a "Pepper." she's a 

"Pepper," he's a "Pepper," 
wouldn't you like to be a "Pep-
per" too? We are an 
easy-going group of senior 
adults who meet every 
Wednesday afternoon from 1 
to 3:30 p.m. at the Franciscan 
Life Process Center. 

Some interesting things 

we have done together in-
clude making clay pots, cop-
per tooling, cooking, wood-
working, making Indian 
crafts, and music/song twice 
a month. We have gone on 
field trips, color tours, walked 
nature trails and enjoyed life 
on the farm and each other. 

If you would like to join 

the "Peppers." we would love 
to have you! We consider 
your "abilit ies." not your 
"disabilities!" Transporta-
tion can be arranged if needed 
for a small fee and we ask for 
$10 /week to help with ex-
penses. Please call Pat 
McClellan at the Franciscan 
L i f e Process Center 'a t 
897-7842. 

L E G A L N O T I C E S 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
PROBATE COURT 
COUNTY OF KENT 

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS 

Decedent's Estate 

FILE NO. 01-171,675-
DE 

Estate of 
CAROL G. WILLMARTH 

Date of Birth: 07/11/ 
1923 

TO ALL CREDITORS: 

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS: The decedent, 
CAROL G. WILLMARTH, 
who lived a 901 Endover 
Court, Kentwood, Michi-
gan, died April 21,2001. 

Creditors of the dece-
dent are notified that all 
claims against the estate 
will be forever barred 
un less p resen ted to 
ROBERT N. 
WILLMARTH, named 
personal representative 
or proposed personal 
representat ive, or to 

both the probate court at 
323 Ottawa N.W., Grand 
Rapids, Michigan 49503 
and the named/proposed 
personal representative 
within 4 months after the 
dateof publication of this 
notice. 

June 20,2001 

TERRY E. HEISS 
(P36687) 
6440 E. Fulton, Suite 2 
Ada, Ml 49301 

ROBERT N. 
WILLMARTH 

261 Naylor Drive 
West Melbourne, 

Florida 32904 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
PROBATE COURT 
COUNTY OF KENT 

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS 

Decedent's Estate 

FILE NO. 01-171,696-
DE 

Estate of 
FRANCES L. 

INGERSOLL Date of 
Birth: 04/5/1917 

TO ALL CREDITORS: 

NOTICETO CREDITORS: 

The decedent , 
FRANCES L. 
INGERSOLL, who lived 
at 725 Bowes Rd., Low-
ell, Michigan died May 
24, 2001. 

Creditors of the decedent 
are notified that all claims 
against the estate will be 
forever barred unless 
presented to IRIS 
CLARK, named personal 
representative or pro-
posed personal repre-
sentative, or to both the 
probate court at 320 Ot-
tawa N.W., Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan and the 

named/proposed per-
sonal representa t i ve 
within 4 months after the 
dateof publication of this 
notice. 

June 20,2001 

MARY L. BENEDICT 
(P45285) 
4519 Cascade Road, S.E. 
Ste. 14 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49546 

IRIS CLARK 
4724 Morse Lake 
Lowell, Ml 49331 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
PROBATE COURT 
COUNTY OF KENT 

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS 

Decedent's Estate 

FILE NO. 01-171,694-
DE 

Estate of 
NORABELLE 

BECKMAN Date of 
Birth: 05/8/1906 

TO ALL CREDITORS: 

NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS: The decedent. 

N O R A B E L L E 
BECKMAN, who lived at 
P i lg r im Manor , 200 
Leonard N.W., Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, died 
2/23/01. 

Creditors of the decedent 
are notified that all claims 
against the estate will be 
forever barred unless 
presented to THOMAS H. 
WOOD, named personal 
representative or pro-
posed personal repre-
sentative, or to both the 
probate court at 320 Ot-
tawa N.W., Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan 49503 and 
the named /p roposed 

personal representative 
within 4 months after the 
date of publication of this 
notice. 

June 21,2001 

KAREN S. McFADDEN 
(P-57043) 
403 W. Main 
Belding, Ml 48809 
(616) 794-1220 

THOMAS H. WOOD 
2509 Santiago Ave., 

S.E. 
Grand Rapids, Ml 

49546 
(616) 940-3666 

http://www.soccerspot.net
http://www.farmbureauinsurance-mi.com
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Members of the Kent County 4-H Royal Court stand at attention during wreath 
laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Pictured from left to right: 
Unidentified Soldier from the Army's Third Infantry, Junior Queen April Hendrix of 
Lowell, Junior King Grady Drown of Cedar Springs, and Senior King Ross Sandelius of 
Cedar Springs. 

• • - •: 
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Kent County 4-H Royal Court 
takes part in wreath laying ceremony 
at Tomb of Unknown Soldier 

Members of the Kent County 4-H Royal Court prepare to lay the wreath at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier. Pictured, from left to right, are: Senior King Ross Sandelius of 
Cedar Springs, Junior King Grady Drown of Cedar Springs, Junior Queen April 
Hendrix of Lowell, and an unidentified member of the Army's Third Infantry. 

The Tomb of the Un-
knownsat Arlington National 
Cemetery in Arlington, Va., 
is also known as the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier, and has 
never been officially named. 
The Tomb of the Unknowns 
stands atop a hill overlooking 
Washington, D.C. On March 
4, 1921, Congress approved 
the burial of an unidentified 
American soldier from World 
War I in the plaza of the new 
Memorial Amphitheater. 

The white marble sar-
cophagus has a flat-faced 
form and is relieved at the 
corners and along the sides 
by neo-classic pilasters, or 
columns, set into the surface. 
Sculpted into the east panel 
which faces Washington, 
D.C. are three Greek figures 
representing Peace, Victory, 
and Valor. Inscribed on the 
back of the Tomb are the 
words: 

Here rests in honored 
glory an American soldier 
known but to God. 

The Tomb is guarded 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year, 
and in any weather by Tomb 
Guard sentinels. Sentinels, all 
volunteers, are considered to 
be the best of the elite 3rd 
U.S. Infantry (The Old 
Guard), headquartered at Fort 
Myer, Va. 

After members of the 3rd 
U.S. Infantry become cer-
emonially qualified, they are 
eligible to volunteer for duty 
as sentinels at the Tomb. If 
accepted, they are assigned 
to Company E of The Old 
Guard. Each soldier must be 
in superb physical condition. 

possessan unblemished mili-
tary record and be between 5 
feet, 10 inches and 6 feet, 4 
inches tall, with a propor-
tionate weight and build. An 
interview and a two-week 
trial to determine a 
volunteer's capability to train 
as a tomb guard is required. 

During the trial phase, 
would-be sentinels memorize 
seven pages of Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery history. This 
information must be recited 
verbatim in order to earn a 
"walk." A walk occurs be-
tween guard changes. A day-
time walk is one-half hour in 
the summer and one hour in 
the winter. 

All night walks are one 
hour. 

If a soldier passes the first 
training phase, "new-soldier" 
training begins. New senti-
nels learn the history of Ar-
lington National Cemetery 
and the grave locations of 
nearly 300 veterans. They 
learn the guard-change cer-
emony and the manual of 
arms that takes place during 
the inspection portion of the 
Changing of the Guard. Sen-
tinels learn to keep their uni-
forms and weapons in im-
maculate condition. The sen-
tinels will be tested to earn 
the privilege of wearing the 
silver Tomb Guard Identifi-
cation Badge after several 
months of serving. First, they 
are tested on their manual of 
arms, uniform preparation 
and their walks. 

Then, the Badge Test is 
given. The test is 100 ran-
domly selected questions of 

the 300 items memorized dur-
ing training on the history of 
Arlington National Cemetery 
and the Tomb of the Un-
knowns. The would-be badge 
holder must get more than 95 
percent correct to succeed. 
Only 400Tomb Guard Badges 
have been awarded since it 
wascreated in February 1958. 

The Tomb Guard Identi-
fication Badge is a temporary 
award until the badge-hold-
ing sentinel has honorably 
served at the Tomb of the 
Unknowns for nine months. 
At that time, the award can be 
made a permanent badge, 
which may then be worn for 
the rest of a military career. 
The silver badge is an upside-
down, laurel-leaf wreath sur-
rounding a depiction of the 
front face of the Tomb. Peace, 
Victory and Valor are por-
trayed as Greek figures. 

The words "Honor 
Guard" are shown below the 
Tomb on the badge. There are 
three reliefs, each having one 
relief commander and about 
six sentinels. The three reliefs 
are divided by height so that 
those in each guard change 
ceremony look wmilar. The 
sentinels rotate walks every 
hour in the winter and at 
night, and every half-hour in 
the day during the summer. 

The Tomb Guard Quar-
ters is staffed using a rotating 
Kelly system. Each relief has 
the following schedule: first 
day on. one day off, second 
day on, one day off, third day 
on, four days off. Then, their 
schedule repeats. 

Although he is regularly asked to do so, God does not 
take sides in American politics. 

—Sen. George Mitchell 
* * * 

LOWELL CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP 

REZONING HEARING 
PLEASE BE NOTIFIED that the Lowell 

Township Planning Commission will hold a 

public hearing on: 

Monday, July 23,2001 at 7:00 p.m. 

at the Lowell Township Hall, 2910 Alden Nash 

S.E., Lowell. 

The following changes of zoning will be 

considered: 

Steven Hanson has requested rezoning of 

properties located at 2615 Alden Nash 

Avenue S.E. (PR# 40-20-11-376-008) and 

12874 Grand River Drive S.E. (PR# 41-20-11-

3 0 1 - 0 0 1 ) f r o m the c u r r e n t zoning 

c lass i f i ca t ion of Rura l Low Dens i ty 

R e s i d e n t i a l (R-1) to P l a n n e d Uni t 

Development (PUD) for the purpose of 

development as single family homesites. 

The original application and the township 

zoning map may be examined at the 

Township office during regular office hours. 

Please call 897-7600 for further information. 

Linda S. Regan, Clerk 

Lowell Charter Township 

VERGENNES 
TOWNSHIP 

PtAHNING COMMISSION 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the following 

meeting dates are scheduled for the second 

Monday of the month instead of the normal 

first Monday of the month. These meetings 

will be on July 9 (from July 2) and September 

10 (from September 3) due to conflicting 
holidays. 

Vergennes Township Planning Commission 

/Idel Cki'ioyiiictic 
Offering Holistic healthcare through 
chiropractic, nutrition and exercise. 

Now accepting new patients. 

DR. KAREN CLARK 
545 Ada Drive 

In the Village of Ada 

m S & S B B U / 

LOWELL 
FIREWORKS 

TENT 
Across from Meijers • M-21 

BIGGER AND BETTER 
THAN EVER!! 

Thursday, June 28 
thru Wednesday, July 41 
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RASCH BROS. MARKET 

STRAWBERRIES 
RASPBERRIES 

BUCK SWEET CHERRIES 
READY PICKED ONLY 

Please call for availability, 
market number 897-8X12 
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Notices in The Ledger's "Com-

ing Events" are free of charge 

to any nonprofit organization 

in the Lowell, Ada, Alto, and 

Saranac areas. We prefer 

such notices to be kept brief 

and to be submitted by mail, 

but will accept notices by 

phone at 897-9261. 

EVERY MONTH: The Flat 
River Snowmobile Club 
meets at the clubhouse at 
11841 Potters Rd. just east 
of Montcalm Ave. To check 
meeting dates and times 
call 897-5015 for a re-
corded message. Guests 
are welcome. 

EVERY MON.: Lowell 
High School Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes and 
Friends - meets from 7-
8:30 p.m. in members' 
homes. See poster in high 
school cafeteria or call 
676-1355 for details. 

SECOND MON. OF EACH 
MONTH: Fallasburg His-
torical Society holds its 
monthly board meeting in 
the meeting room of Engle-
hardt Library at 7 p.m. 
Public invited. 

SECOND MON. OF EACH 
MONTH: The Lowell 
Board of Education meets 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Admin-
istration Building, former 
Runciman Elementary, 
300 High Street. 

SECOND MON. OF EACH 
MONTH: The Bowne 
Township Historical Soci-
ety holds its regular 
meetings at the Historical 
Museum at 84th and Alden 
Nash, 7:30 p.m. 

MON. OR TUES.: Cub 
Scouts for boys in 1 st - 5th 
grades, in Alto or in Lowell. 
Contact Terry Amidon at 
897-8751 for more infor-
mation. 

FOURTH MONDAY OF 
EACH MONTH: American 
Legion Clark-Ellis Post 152 
at Lowell V.F.W. Hall, 307 
E. Main St. at 8 p.m. 

EVERY 1 ST MON.: V.F.W. 
Post #8303 meets at 
V.F.W, Clubroom, 307 E. 
Main St., Lowell, 7:30 p.m. 

EVERY MON.: Boy Scout 
Troop 102, for boys 11 & 
up or completing the 5th-
grade, meet 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
during the school year in 
the Scout Cabin at the end 
of N. Washington St. En-
joy activities like hiking and 
camping and learn skills 

' that can last a lifetime. For 
infor call Terry Cavanaugh, 
868-64^1. 

TUES.: Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly Tops Ml#372 
meets at Key Heights Mo-
bile Home f a r k 

Community Building. 
Weigh-ins at 5:45 p.m. 

TUES.: Flat River 
Woodcarvers meet at 
LAAC from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. New members wel-
come. 

1ST TUES.: Adults with 
AD/HD at Calvin College,7-
9 p.m. No cost. All welcome. 
For info, call Gary Engle at 
897-6325 or 248-2423. 

1ST TUES.: WINGS Par-
ent Group meetings from 
7:30 to 9 p.m., usually in 
Board Room at 300 High 
St. Business meetings are 
on odd months & program 
meetings on even months. 
Open to any interested 
parents. 

EVERY SECOND & 
FOURTH TUES.: Knights 
of Columbus #7719 meet-
ings at St. Mary School, 
7:30 p.m. 

EVERY SECOND TUES.: 
Lowell Masonic Lodge 
regular meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
at the Masonic Center, 119 
Lincoln Lake, Lowell. Ail 
Masons are welcome. 

EVERY 1 ST & 3RD TUES.: 
Lowell Lions Club meets at 
6:30 p.m. at Look Memo-
rial Fire Station, S. Hudson. 

EVERY 3RD TUES.: Par-
ents of children with AD/ 
HD Issues Group meeting 
at St. Luke's Lutheran 
Church, 32156 4 Mile NE 
(&E. Beltline)at7p.m. For 
info.,call Linda at 874-5662. 
For teen group info., call 
Sarah 281-6588. 

EVERY 1ST TUES: Adults 
with AD/HD Issues Group 
meeting at Calvin College 
Rm. 206 of the Commons 
bldg. For information call 
Connie 942-6887. 

EVERY OTHER WED.: 
6:45-8:45 p.m. G.E.M.S. 
Girls Club - Calvary Chris-
tian Reformed Church. 
Girlsages8-13. 897-8694. 

EVERY WED.: Pioneer 
Clubs 6:30-8 p.m. Ever-
green Missionary Church, 
10501 Settlewood Dr. Chil-
dren ages 4 thru 7th grade. 
Call 897-5894 for details. 

WED.: 8 p.m. ALANON 
meets at Lowell Congre-
gational Church basement. 

EVERY WED.: Rotary 
meets at noon at Lowell 
Masonic Temple. 

EVERY SECOND WED.: 
G.F.W.C. Lowell Women's 
Club meets at 12 p.m. in 
the community room at 
Schneider Manor, 725 
Bowes Rd. 

EVERY FOURTH WED.: 
Elderly volunteers needed 
to participate in the 
Intergenerational program 
with school-age children 
from Lowell in many differ-
ent seasonal activities. 
Two times available: 9:45 
to 10:45 a.m. or 12:45 to 
1:45 p.m. Call Sister Col-
leen Ann Nagle, F.S.E. at 
the Franciscan Child De-
velopment Center, 
897-7842. 

A 

EVERY FOURTH WED.: 
Support group for Periph-
eral neuropathy meets at 4 
p.m. at St. Paul's Anglican 
Church, 2560 Lake Michi-
gan Dr. N.W., Grand 
Rapids. Call 897-9794. 

EVERY WED.: Overeaters 
Anonymous, 7:30 p.m. at 
Forest Hills Presbyterian 
Church, 7495 Cascade Rd. 
(at 36th St.) No fees, no 
dues, no weigh-ins. 

EVERY THURS.: TakeOff 
Pounds Sensibly Tops Ml, 
No. 333, Saranac, meets 
at the Saranac Public Li-
brary. Weigh-ins at 6:45 
p.m. 

THURS.: Weight Watch-
ers meets at Lowell 
Nazarene Church, 201 N. 
Washington, at 7 p.m. Reg-
istration is 1/2 hour before 
meetings. New members 
are invited to join at any 
time. Questions? Call 1-
800-651-6000. 

EVERY THURS. - St. 
Mary's Pregnancy Crisis 
Center, 402 Amity St., non-
denominational help for 
pregnant women and ado-
lescents at the school. 
From 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.; on 
Mondays from 5:30 - 8 
p.m. Phone 897-9393. 

FIRSTTHURS.: 4-H drama 
club examines theater-re-
lated topics, creative and 
personal development 
skills. Meetings held at 
Lowell Middle School choir 
room. For information call 
897-1502 after 5 p.m. 

FIRST AND THIRD 
THURS.: The Alto Lions 
Club meets at Bowne Cen-
ter Fellowship Hall, comer 
of 84th & M-50 (Alden 
Nash) at 7 p.m. 

EVERY 2ND THURS.: 
N.A.R.F.E. meets 1:30 p.m. 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
2700 E. Fulton. 

EVERY SECOND 
THURS.: Lowell V.F.W. 
Auxiliary #8303 meets at 
3:30 p.m. at the V.F.W. 
Post, 307 W. Main St., Low-
ell. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
Parents Supporting Par-
ents is a support group at 
Franciscan Life Process 
Center offering a variety of 
topics and discussion 
geared to parents of chil-
dren all ages. Call 
897-7842 for time. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
Royal Arch Masons regu-
lar meeting at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Lowell Masonic Cen-
ter, 119 Lincoln Lake, 
Lowell. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

EVERY THIRD THURS.: 
LaLeche League of Ada, 
Cascade & Lowell meets at 
6:30 p.m. for socializing; 
meeting at 7 p.m. Motherto 
mother support for preg-
nant & breastfeeding 
women. Nursing children 
are welcome to attend. Our 
current location is a church 
in Ada. Please call 752-
7524 for more information. 

SECOND THURS. OF EV 
ERY MONTH: The Ada 
Historical Society meets at 
the Averill Historical Mu-
seum of Ada, 7144 Headley 
at 7 p.m. 

SECOND THURS. OF 
EACH MONTH: Geneal-
ogy - The Alto Family Tree 
Club meets at Alto Public 
Library from 6:30 p.m. - 8 
p.m. 

EVERY SECOND & LAST 
SATURDAY OF EACH 
MONTH: James C. Veen 
Observatory (3308 Kissing 
Rock Rd.) Visitors Night 
from 9-11:30 p.m. if the 
night is clear. $2 adults; $1 
children to 18. For info, call 
Starwatch at 897-7065. 

SECOND SAT.: Lowell 
Amateur Radio Club meets 
at the west end of Lowell 
High School. 9 AM social 
gathering; 10 AM meeting. 
LARC sponsors the 145.27 
MHz area radio repeater 
system. 

EVERY FRI. & SAT. : 
Averill Historical Museum 
of Ada at 7144 Headley is 
open from 1 to 4 p.m. Open 
other times by appoint-
ment. Call 676-9346. 

ENGLEHARDT LIBRARY 
HOURS: Mon. - Wed., 
Noon - 8 p.m.; Thurs. & 
Fri.,9:30a.m.-5p.m.; Sat., 
9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

WOMENOFTHE MOOSE: 
Business meeting is held 
the third Mon. of each 
month at 8 p.m. 

LOWELL AREA ARTS 
COUNCIL: Open Tues., 
Wed. & Fri. noon - 5 p.m.; 
Thurs., noon - 7 p.m.; Sat., 
1-4 p.m. 149 S. Hudson. 

SAT, JUNE 30: James 
C. Veen Observatory 
(3308 Kissing Rock Rd.) 
Visitors Night from 9-
11:30 p.m. if weather 
permits. $2 adults; $1 chil-
dren to 18. For info., call 
Starwatch at 897-7065. 

SUN., JULY 8: Covered 
Bridge Bike Tour, spon-
sored by Fallasburg 
Historical Society to ben-
efit the society. 
Registration begins at 
7:30 a.m. at Fallasburg 
Schoolhouse. 

TUES. & WED., JULY 
10 & 11: Artist-in-Resi-
dent Sandra K. 
Jackoboice will teach a 
workshop in pastel at 

Franciscan Life Process 
Center from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Cost: $55/both days; $35/1 
day.Contact John at 897-
7842 to register, 

BEGINNING THURS., 
JULY 12: Franciscan Life 
Process Center will offer 
"Parenting with Love and 
Logic" from 1 - 3 p.m. or 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Contact 
Beverly or Melissa at 897-
7842 to register. 

WED., JULY 18: The Lowell 
Area Fire Dept. is sponsor-
ing a blood drive for the 
Grand Valley Blood program 
from 3-7 p.m. at Look Me-
morial Fire Station located 
at 315 S. Hudson. 

CITY OF 
LOWELL 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Lowell City Council will conduct a public 

hearing at their regularly scheduled meeting 

of Monday. July 2, 2001 at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Englehardt Public Library Community Room, 

200 N. Monroe Street, Lowell, Michigan. 

The purpose of said hearing will be to receive 

comments on the following: 

• 514 S. Hudson - Senior Neighbors Center -

variance to allow a 32 square foot ^ 'xS') 

ground sign in the R-3 Residential District 

where a ground sign can be no greater than 

20 square feet. 

Interested persons may submit comments to 

Lowell City Hall, 301 East Main Street prior to 

the meeting or appear in person at 

Englehardt Public Library. 

Betty R. Morlock, 

City Clerk 

616-897-8457 

kV4V 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

LOWELL SENIOR NEIGHBORS CALENDAR 
897-5949 

MON.: 8:30 a.m. Walk 
at Woodland Mall. 

TUES.: 8:30 a.m. Walk 
at Woodland Mall; 10:30 
a.m. Armchair Exercise. 

WED.: 12:30 p.m. Shop 
at Family Fare. 

THURS.: 9 a.m. Walk/ 
Shop at the Malls; 9:30 
a.m. Crafts; 1 p.m. Euchre! 

FRI.: 8:30 a.m. Walk at 
Woodland Mall. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

WED., JUNE 27:8 a.m. 
Women's Breakfast. 10 
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Nails. 

THURS., JUNE 28:7 
a.m. Trufant Flea Mar-
ket 

FRI., JUNE 29:12:40 p.m. 
Farmers' Market, Grand 
Rapids and ice cream. 
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BOWNE TOWNSHIP 

ORDINANCE NO. 2001-7 

NATURAL RESOURCE REMOVAL LICENSING 
ORDINANCE 

An Ordinance to establish operational, maintenance, 
performance and reclamation standards for natural re-
source removal operations, provide for the licensing, 
regulation, inspection, and monitoring of all natural re-
source removal operations in the Township, and to 
provide for sanctions for violations, including suspension 
or revocation of licenses, pursuant to the provisions of 
Public Act No. 246 of 1945, as amended. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF BOWNE, 
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS: 

SECTION 1 - TITLE AND INTENT 

A. This Ordinance shall be known as the "Bowne Town-
ship Natural Resources Removal Ordinance" and may 
elsewhere be referred to as "this Ordinance". 

B. Because of the noise, dirt and dust emitted in the 
extraction of sand, gravel and other minerals, and be-
cause of the permanent changes in the topographical 
and geological characteristics of the Township as a result 
of resource removal activities, and because of the dan-
gers inherent in resource removal activities and said 
changes by virtue of steep hillsides, shifting earth, stand-
ing water and other like considerations, and for the 
purpose of protecting the health, safety and welfare of 
the residents of Bowne Township, and further protecting 
the property of said residents, this Ordinance is enacted. 

It is the intention of this Ordinance to protect the air, 
water, and natural resources (and the public trust therein) 
and the health, safety, and general welfare of the resi-
dents of Bowne Township. It is the further intention of the 
Township to regulate, inspect, and monitor natural re-
source removal operations. These regulations are in-
tended to minimize the existence of dangerously steep 
slopes, shifting earth, impairments, or pollution of ground-
water, the water table, surface water, and the watershed. 
To meet these objectives, such natural resource removal 
operations shall be licensed and the fees required for 
licensure shall be utilized to offset costs and expenses of 
monitoring, inspection, and administration. 

SECTION 2 - DEFINITIONS 

For the purposes of this Ordinance, the terms defined in 
subsections A through H will have the meanings ascribed 
to them in those subsections. 

A. Excavation Area: That part of the natural resource 
removal operation where extraction activities are to take 
place. This includes all areas of excavation, locations of 
buildings or machinery, and all areas of mechanical 
processing, stockpiling, parking, roadways, etc. 

B. Natural Resource Removal: The excavation, extrac-
tion and/or removal of sand, gravel, topsoil, clay, earth, 
marl, peat, or other soils, including overburden, or the 
storage, processing, or transporting of such items on a 
natural resource removal site, or the reclamation of the 
site after removal or excavation of such items, or any 
other nonrenewable earth material not regulated in the 
Mine Reclamation Act, Act 92 of the Public Acts of 1970, 
as amended, in a regular commercial operation. Natural 
resource removal includes resources lying exposed in 
their natural state or by removing any overburden lying 
above such resources. For the purposes of this Ordi-
nance, the following excavation activities are not in-
cluded within the definition of natural resource removal 
and are exempt from the licensing requirements of this 
Ordinance: 

# 

1. Excavation approved by a governmental body of 
competent jurisdiction in conjunction with the installation 
or maintenance of publicly owned or operated utilities, 
drainage facilities, roads, or other publicly owned or 
operated improvements, where the excavation is limited 
to the site of the public utility or improvement. 

2. Excavation which by its nature is of limited scope and 
duration undertaken primarily for the immediate use and 
development of the land excavated, such as for excava-
tion or grading preliminary to a building construction 
project, septic tanks, swimming pools, graves, etc. 

3. Excavation in conjunction with farming operations 
conducted according to generally accepted agricultural 
management practices, including agricultural drainage 
work incidental to farming operations and irrigation or 
stock watering ponds, if no material is removed from the 
property. 

4. Sod farms and tree nurseries. 

5. Natural resource removal operations that remove less 
than 5,000 yards of material in a 12-month period and 
that have no stationary (temporary or permanent) struc-
tures on site. 

6. Other excavations where the Township Board deter-
mines, in its sole discretion, that the proposed excavation 
is unlikely to unreasonably interfere with the enjoyment 
of life or property and will not expose any person or 
property to the types of dangers inherent in natural 
resource removal sought to be prevented by this Ordi-
nance. The Township Board's determination may be 
based on a review of the purpose, location, extent or 
duration of the proposed excavation and other factors 
that may bear on the potential of any excavation activity 
to adversely affect the public health, safety, or general 
welfare of the community. 

C. Natural Resource Removal Enforcement Officer: The 
person so designated by the Township Board. 

D. Operator: The landowner or operator of a natural 
resource removal site. 

E. Site: A parcel or unit of land. 

F. Township: Bowne Township. 

G. Township Board: Bowne Township Board. 

H. Township Clerk: Bowne Township Clerk. 

SECTION 3 - LICENSE REQUIRED 

From and after the effective date of this Ordinance, no 
person shall commence or expand any natural resource 
removal operation in Bowne Township without a license 
issued by the Township Board pursuant to this Ordi-
nance and without compliance with all applicable ordi-
nances. All natural resource removal operations existing 
as of the effective date of this Ordinance shall obtain a 
license and comply with requirements of this Ordinance 
not later than 180 days after the effective date of this 
Ordinance and in compliance with Section 12 of this 
Ordinance. A license issued pursuant to this Ordinance 
shall be nontransferable. 

SECTION 4 - APPLICATION PROCEDURE FOR LI-
CENSE 

All applicants for a license shall use forms provided by 
the Township. The application shall be submitted to the 
Township Clerk, accompanied by the documents enu-
merated on the application form. The Township Clerk will 
refer the application to the Township Board. The Town-
ship Board may consult with any experts deemed appro-
priate. The Township Board will either grant the license 
or deny the same and will state the reasons for denial. 

A. APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

The Application submitted for a license must contain the 
following: 

I. The names and addresses of the applicant and all 
owners or parties of interest in the proposed excavation 
site, including their legal or equitable interest in the 
property. 

2. The name and address of the person, firm, or the 
corporation that will be conducting the actual natural 
resource removal activities. 

3. The name of the operator's insurance carrier for public 
liability and property damage. 

4. The location, size, and legal description of the pro-
posed excavation area and the total site and all adjoining 
land owned by the applicant and/or any persons or 
entities affiliated with the applicant. 

5. The name(s) and address(es) of the banking or sav-
ings and loan entity(ies) that are to issue any financial 
guarantee to be posted by the applicant. 

6. The quality and quantity of each type of materials or 
resources to be excavated, stockpiled, or hauled away. 

7. Identification of the watershed reasonably affected 
and the anticipated area of impact. 

8. An opinion by a hydrologist, geologist or similar quali-
fied professional as to the effect on the quality of the 
surface water, groundwater, water table and the private 
wells of the property owners within the watershed before, 
during and after natural resource removal activities. 

9. An opinion by a hydrologist, geologist or similar quali-
fied professional as to whether the exposure of subterra-
nean waters and/or the impoundment of surface waters, 
where proposed, will establish a stable water level at the 
level or levels proposed as part of the operation and that 
the same will not interfere with existing subterranean 
water or cause any harm or impairment to the public. 

10.The proposed financial guarantee as required in this 
Ordinance. 

11 .Application fees for a new or renewal license as 
established by resolution of the Township Board. Such 
fees may include a basic application fee plus an amount 
equal to the Township's actual expenses for reviewing 
the application including, but not limited to, review by the 
Township Attorney, Township Planner, Township Engi-
neer, and other professional consultants as deemed 
necessary by the Township. The resolution may provide 
for an escrow account to cover the Township's expected 
costs. 

The application shall be accompanied by operational, 
reclamation and site plans as required by this Ordinance. 
These plans shall be prepared to clearly depict and 
describe the sequence of natural resource removal op-
erations including existing conditions, extraction under-
way, extraction completed, reclamation underway, rec-
lamation completed, extraction proposed, reclamation 
proposed, stockpiles, roadways, and similar land use 
elements. 

B. SITE PLAN 

A site plan shall be submitted with the application show-
ing the following: 

1. The area to be actively excavated (excavation area), 
and, if the same shall be in phases, a designation of such 
phases. 

2. The area for any settling ponds, mechanical process-
ing facilities, and loading and unloading areas. 

3. The level of the water table throughout the planned 
excavation area for which a license is sought. 

4. An area for treatment facilities and resource storage 
and stockpile. 

5. An area for overburdened storage. 

6. An area for production facilities for resource-related 
industry. 

7. An area for the location of permanent or temporary 
buildings and/or other improvements. 

8. A detailed engineering and drainage plan prepared 
following the Kent County Drain Commission's specifica-
tions and application for a Soil Erosion and Sedimenta-
tion Permit prepared by a Geologist, Landscape Archi-
tect, or Civil Engineer licensed by the State of Michigan. 

9. A detailed plan for the disposition by controlled flow or 
controlled drainage of any excess water into existing 
drains or watercourses or any drains or watercourses 
that are to be established prepared by a Geologist, 
Landscape Architect, or Civil Engineer licensed by the 
State of Michigan. 

10.A vertical properly scaled aerial photograph showing 
all land anticipated to be excavated, including the loca-
tion of all machinery, operations, and buildings, with 
adjoining land owned by the applicant and all areas 
intended for reclamation. 

11 .A sectional map at an appropriate scale to cover the 
areas within 1 mile of the boundaries of the land included 
in the license application showing the existing land use 
classification and zoning of all land, and the names of all 
roads and streets appearing on the map. 

12. A topographic survey of the existing parcel taken 
from aerial photographs or field surveys drawn to a scale 
of 1 inch = 100 feet and prepared by a registered civil 
engineer or registered land surveyor with contour inter-
vals not to exceed 4-foot contour Intervals based upon 
U.S.G.S. datum. The drawing shall also clearly show the 
excavation area including existing areas and roads within 
100 feet of all property lines, and each area to be utilized 
for stockpiling, processing, maintenance and storage 
areas, berms, fencing, and similar use areas. 

C. OPERATIONAL PLAN 

As a part of the application, the applicant must submit a 
plan of operation and will be expected to comply with 

such a plan during the year for which the license is 
issued. An Operational Plan must be submitted to in-
clude the following: 

1. The plan of operation shall be accompanied by a 
projected schedule of operations, including the following 
specific dates: 

a. Commencement and completion of natural resource 
removal operations as provided by the plan of operation; 

b. Commencement and completion of erosion and drain-
age control measures to be instituted during natural 
resource removal operations; and, 

• 

c. Commencement and completion of fencing, roads, 
utilities, or any other structures or improvements to be 
located on the site as provided by the plan of operation. 

2. A topographic survey of the existing parcel drawn to a 
scale of 1 inch = 100 feet and prepared by a civil engineer 
or land surveyor with contour intervals not to exceed 10 
feet based upon U.S.G.S. datum. The drawing shall 
clearly show the excavation area, including existing 
areas and roads within 100 feet of all properly lines, 
areas for stockpiling, maintenance areas, berms, fences, 
and similar features and uses. 

3. Copies of all known local, county, state, or federal 
permits required for the operation. 

4. A description of the operation, including a description 
of all of the mobile and stationary machinery and equip-
ment utilized or to be utilized, the method or methods of 
treatment of water utilized in the operation before dis-
charge into the ground or into the surface water system, 
and the provisions for sanitary sewage facilities on the 
site. 

5. The location and type of proposed processing. 

6. The proposed method of removal and extraction; 
processing, and/or other procedures undertaken before 
transporting the resources from the site. 

7. The hours of operation for each day of the week. 

8. The proposed vehicular access to and from the opera-
tion and the generally anticipated haul route within the 
Township. 

9. The types and amounts of explosives proposed to be 
used and the area to be blasted if specifically approved 
in the license. 

I O.The estimated time to complete the operations with 
the number, duration, and description of each phase or 
phases where appropriate. 

I I The amount and source of water to be utilized in 
processing and the anticipated means and location of the 
treatment and disposal of such water following use. 

D. RECLAMATION PLAN 

The applicant must also prepare and submit a plan of 
reclamation with the application. A plan for the reclama-
tion of the site shall include the following: 

1. A recent aerial photograph with a general plan of 
reclamation as an overlay or as a separate drawing. 

2. The general plan of reclamation shall be presented at 
the same scale as the aerial photograph and shall 
provide the following information: 

a. The general area of completely reclaimed land. 
b. The general area of reclamation under way. 
c. The general area currently used for topsoil and over-

burden storage. 
d. The general area proposed for reclamation during the 

one-year period of the license. 
e. The general area proposed for topsoil and overburden 

storage. 
f. The acreage for each item shown on the overlay or 

separate drawing. 

3. Each phase of reclamation, reflecting the sequence of 
each phase in relation to all others. 

4. A reclamation contour map with contour intervals not 
to exceed two feet indicating the grade and slopes to 
which excavated areas are to be reclaimed. Such grades 
and slope designations shall also include areas pro-
posed to be beneath the surface of permanent water 
areas. Where surface water is proposed, the contour 
map must identify the location and boundaries of all 
permanent water areas and the distance of all reclama-
tion areas and water ai^as from the property boundaries 

5. A description of the methods and materials proposed 
in the reclamation process shall include the amount and 
type of topsoil and plantings for the replacement of 
topsoil and replanting, including the date by which all 
reclamation will be completed. The reclamation sched-
ule will indicate the time sequence within which each 
excavation area will be reclaimed as excavation opera-
tions progress. 

6. A description of the methods and materials proposed 
for restoration of topsoil to the required fertility and the 
amount of any type of planting as a part of the reclama-
tion plan. 

7. The projected schedule of reclamation operations, 
including the following specific dates: 

a. Commencement and completion of reclamation op-
erations as provided by the reclamation plan; 

b. Commencement and completion of erosion and drain-
age control measures to be instituted under the reclama-
tion plan; and 

c. Commencement and completion of final grading, top-
soil replacement, and replanting or landscaping as pro-
vided by the reclamation plan. 

8. The Plan must be prepared by a Geologist, Landscape 
Architect, or Civil Engineer licensed by the State of 
Michigan. 

SECTION 5 - LICENSING PROCEDURE 

Except as permitted in Section 12, compliance with the 
following application procedure shall occur before the 
commencement or continuation of any natural resource 
removal operation that exists or is proposed as of or after 
the effective date of this Ordinance: 

A. To be considered for a license, eight (8) copies of the 
proper application with required attachments must be 
submitted to the Township. Upon receipt of the eight (8) 
copies of the fully and properly completed application 
form with the required documents attached, the Town-
ship Clerk shall retain an official copy in the Clerk's office 
and shall forthwith distribute the remaining copies as 
follows: One copy to the Township Engineer, one copy to 
the Township Attorney, one copy to the Township Plan-
ner and four copies to the Township Board. 

B. Upon receipt of an application, the Township Engineer 
shall review the application and attachments. The engi-
neer shall physically inspect the premises to determine 
compliance with the prior reclamation plans and opera-
tional plans, and report to the Township Board on such 
compliance. The Township Engineer shall also estimate 
the cost of reclamation upon abandonment for bond 
amount purposes, and make such additional comments 
regarding general safety, drainage, equipment removal, 
and other engineering considerations concerning the 
license application as appropriate. The report by the 
Township Engineer to the Township Board shall be 
rendered no later than thirty (30) days after receipt of a 
complete application. 

C. Upon receipt of a complete application and required 
materials, the Township Board shall review the applica-
tion and make a final determination within ninety (90) 
days of its receipt of the original application. Failure of the 
Township Board to act within such time frames shall not 
result in an automatic license issuance or renewal, but 
such failure shall result in an extension of any existing 
license for an additional period up to the time of final 
determination by the Township Board. 

D. Upon finding the applicant has complied with all 
standards, requirements, or conditions of this Ordinance 
and with the terms and conditions of prior licenses and 
approved plans, if any, the Township Board shall ap-
prove the license. If the Board determines that the 
application fails to meet any such standard, requirement 
or condition, the Board may deny the license. 

E. In addition to the specific requirements provided by 
this chapter, upon the issuance of a license, the Town-
ship Board may impose reasonable conditions on the 
issuance or renewal of a license. Conditions of the 
license may include any reasonable restrictions or re-
quirements related to the location, design, or operation of 
a natural resource removal site, as required to secure the 
public.health, safety, and general welfare of the commu-
nity or to ensure that the natural resource removal 
operations will not create a nuisance or unreasonably 
interfere with the enjoyment of life or property. Such 
license conditions may be in addition to the express 
requirements of this Ordinance. 
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F. Licenses shall have a term of one (1 ) year from the 
date of issuance. 

SECTION 6 - FEES 

In addition to the application fee in Section 3.A.11, an 
applicant for a license shall, prior to issuance of the 
license, pay an inspection fee. The amount of the initial 
inspection fee shall be determined by the Township 
Board based on the size, scope, and timing of natural 
resource removal operations and conditions as are rel-
evant. The inspection fee shall approximate the antici-
pated reasonable costs and expenses of the Township 
for regular and/or extraordinary inspections, monitoring, 
administration, and enforcement of this Ordinance, as 
required for the licensee's site, including reasonable fees 
for the Township Attorneys, Township Planner, Natural 
Resource Removal Enforcement Officer, Township En-
gineer, and other professional consultants as deemed 
necessary by the Township, and/or other expense, to 
ensure compliance with this Ordinance. 

Upon receipt, the payment shall be deposited into an 
account established for that purpose. The payment shall 
be credited to the licensee. The account with the Town-
ship shall be maintained at a minimum amount deter-
mined by the Township. The licensee shall be invoiced 
immediately for any deficiency and such amount shall be 
paid in full within thirty (30) days. The balance of any 
inspection fees deposited with the Township with accu-
mulated earned interest shall be returned to the licensee 
after reclamation is completed and approved by the 
Township Board. 

SECTION 7 - LICENSE RENEWAL 

Every year, the operator shall renew the natural resource 
removal license. Except as expressly provided otherwise 
in this Ordinance, the procedures and requirements for 
renewal of a license and the powers of the Township 
Board shall be the same as for the initial application for 
a license. An operator may apply for renewal of the 
license in order to promote uninterrupted operations. 
The application for renewal shall be made on the form 
provided by the Township Board. To be considered for 
renewal before the expiration of the existing license, the 
applicant must submit eight (8) copies of a complete 
application form along with all required accompanying 
documents to the Township Board at least ninety (90) 
days before the expiration date of the existing license. 

The application for renewal of a license shall contain the 
following: 

A. A review of the operation under the previous license 
and the reclamation plan . 

B. Updated operational and reclamation plans in compli-
ance with sections 4.C. through 4.D. of this Ordinance. 

C. The period, for which the license shall be valid, 
including its expiration date . 

D. The number of feet from all the property lines and the 
rights-of-way within which no cuts or excavations have 
been made in the past year or will be made in the 
following year. 

E. The steepest horizontal-to-vertical grade on finished 
slopes where excavations have been made in the past 
year or will be made in the following year. 

F. Any additional, reasonable information deemed ap-
propriate by the Township Board. 

G. A statement of the condition that in no event shall the 
area being excavated and not reclaimed exceed the 
lesser of 20 acres or 20 percent of the land constituting 
the subject of the license. 

H. A statement of the location and description of the 
machinery, equipment and methods used in the opera-
tion and intended to be used in the following year. 

I. The amount and type of material removed during the 
past 12 months of operation . 

J. All fees according to the Township's .fee schedule. 

To determine the extent of compliance with prior natural 
resource removal approvals or conditions of approval at 
the site, the Township Board may require the applicant to 
submit some or all of the information, documents, plans, 
maps or other materials as required for an original 
license application. 

Bowne Township Ordinance, continued, pg. 16 
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Upon receipt of a complete application, the Township 
Board shall approve, approve with conditions, or deny 
the application for renewal. The Township Board may 
impose conditions on renewal of the license pursuant to 
Section S.E. of this Ordinance and such conditions may 
be different from the conditions imposed on prior li-
censes. If the Township Board determines that the natu-
ral resource removal operation continues (and will con-
tinue) to meet all applicable standards, requirements and 
conditions, the Board shall approve, or approve with 
conditions, the request for renewal. If the Township 
Board determines that the natural resource removal 
operation fails to meet any applicable standard, require-
ment or condition, the Board may deny the request for 
renewal. 

No natural resource removal operations shall occur after 
the expiration of a license. However, if an application for 
renewal of an existing license is filed at least ninety (90) 
days before expiration of the existing license and is 
thereafter diligently pursued by the applicant and is not 
granted for reasons not related to the actions of the 
operator, the excavation operation may continue in com-
pliance with the terms and conditions of the license 
beyond the expiration of the license until either: 

• The Township Board approves the renewal of the 
license, in which case the natural resource removal 
operations shall thereafter proceed only as permitted by 
the terms and conditions of the renewed license; or 

• The Township Board denies the application for renewal, 
in which case all natural resource removal operations 
shall cease unless and until a new license is issued as 
provided by this Ordinance. 

SECTION 8 - INSPECTIONS 

The Township Supervisor and/or the Natural Resource 
Removal Enforcement Officer shall be responsible for 
inspections under this Ordinance and shall, at all reason-
able times, have the right (together with other officers, 
agents, or employees of the Township as deemed appro-
priate by the Township) to peaceably enter upon the 
property for the purpose of conducting reasonable in-
spections to ensure compliance with this Ordinance. Any 
refusal to allow such inspections shall be a violation of 
this Ordinance and shall be cause for license suspension 
or revocation pursuant to Section 14. 

• 

In addition to discretionary inspections, the Township 
Supervisor and/or the Natural Resource Removal En-
forcement Officer shall make regular inspections during 
operations and reclamation with such frequency as shall 
be necessary to ensure and monitor compliance under 
all of the circumstances and, further, shall utilize the 
services of such experts as deemed appropriate. 

residential purposes. This provision with regard to lands 
improved and occupied for residential purposes shall be 
applicable to any land upon which dwellings are built and 
occupied subsequent to the date of this Ordinance. Prior 
to initiating natural resource removal activities and as 
often as may be necessary to assure the existence of a 
vegetative ground cover, the applicant shall seed or plant 
the berm. Seeding and planting shall be done in a 
manner suitable for the area and soil conditions so as to 
provide vegetation to check erosion and to provide a 
visible ground cover substantially similar to the vegeta-
tion cover growing in adjacent fields. Where the topogra-
phy of the area acts as a screen, the Township Board 
may waive the berm requirement. The berm shall have 
slopes not in excess of one foot vertical to two feet 
horizontal. 

b. Planting of coniferous trees along the boundaries of 
the property with sufficient rows and depth to permit 
effective screening of the natural resource removal area. 

c. The amount and extent of required screening should 
be reasonable and practical as determined by the Town-
ship Board. To the extent that the foregoing is not 
practical, the proposed licensee may submit alternate 
proposals. 

C. HOURS OF OPERATION: Maximum hours of opera-
tion of the natural resource removal operation shall be 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m. No hours of operation shall be permitted on 
Sundays and legal holidays. In emergency situations this 
time period may be modified by the Township Supervisor 
provided such emergency order should not be effective 
for more than 72 hours. 

D. ROAD ACCESS: All sites licensed under the provi-
sions of this Ordinance shall have direct access to a 
County all-weather road having a minimum right-of-way 
width of 66 feet and improved to the specifications of the 
Kent County Road Commission. When the operation of 
a licensed area results in the mined material, overburden 
and/or similar material being deposited or spilled upon 
the public roadway, it shall be the responsibility of the 
licensed operator to remove such material immediately. 

E. ROAD MAINTENANCE: Access roads within the 
licensed site shall be maintained by the operator so as to 
minimize the dust arising from the use of said roads. 
Such maintenance shall be accomplished through the 
application of chloride, water and/or similar dust retar-
dant material. Application of oil shall be prohibited. A 
paved road from the entrance and exit, a distance of not 
less than three hundred (300) feet from the right-of-way 
line into the area of operation shall be provided in order 
to minimize the deposit of dirt and gravel from trucks onto 
the public highway. Entrances and exits shall be securely 
locked during hours the site is not in operation. 

Should the Township Supervisor and/or the Natural 
Resource Removal Enforcement Officer discover any 
noncompliance with the terms and conditions of this 
Ordinance, licenses issued, or other applicable Town-
ship Ordinances, they shall prepare a notice detailing the 
violations and shall send copies of the same to the 
operator and to the Township Board. 

SECTION 9- DESIGN AND OPERATION STANDARDS 

F. OPERATION OF USE; All equipment and facilities 
used in the natural resource removal shall be conducted, 
maintained, and operated in such manner as to eliminate 
insofar as practicable, noises, vibrations, or dust which 
interfere with the reasonable use and enjoyment of 
surrounding property. Mechanical processing equipment 
other than that used for crushing, screening, sorting, 
loading, unloading, drying, and washing shall not be 
used. 

may include a tire bath, wheel-washing device, or manual 
spraying of tires and truck undersides. All roads and 
unpaved areas shall be regularly maintained in a dust 
free condition. Trucks shall travel only on roads approved 
by the Township. 

I. LIGHTING: All lighting shall be directed away from 
surrounding property. Shielding shall be required where 
lighting would otherwise be directed toward a residential 
use and/or county road. All lighting used to illuminate the 
natural resource removal area, access roads, stockpile 
area, and similar use areas shall be directed away from 
all surrounding property. 

J. DRAINAGE: Stormwater shall be diverted to the 
existing drainage systems in a manner approved by the 
Township and County Drain Commissioner. Property 
drainage shall be provided at all times to prevent the 
collection and stagnation of water, and surface water 
shall at all times be directed in such a manner so as not 
to interfere with the adjoining property owners; provided, 
however, that the maintenance of the natural flow of 
surface water shall not be deemed an interference. 
There shall be no interference with the water table in the 
area. Any water areas, retention ponds, settling ponds, 
or similar water areas shall be fenced in accordance with 
the fencing requirements of this Ordinance. Erosion 
control measures shall be instituted to comply with Part 
91 of Public Act No. 451 of 1994, as amended. 

K. AIR POLLUTION. Air pollution in the form of dust and 
dirt shall be kept to a minimum by the use of modern 
equipment and methods of operation designed to avoid 
any excessive dust, dirt, or other air pollution injurious or 
potentially annoying to adjoining property owners. 

L. SURFACE WATER: The creation, alteration, or en-
largement of a water body shall only be allowed,when the 
following are presented: 

1. Engineering and geological studies indicating that 
such water will not become stagnant or polluted. 

2. Approval, by the Township Board, of a plan for the 
future use of the water body. 

3. Approval of the proposed operation by the Department 
of Natural Resources and the County Drain Commis-
sioner (if applicable). x ' I 't; . - :. ".J . ; . f i r > 

M. SETBACKS: No excavation shall be made within 200 
feet of an off-site residence or within 100 feet of a 
property line, floodplain, high water mark, wetland, or a 
road right-of-way. No storage, structure, drive, or loading 
shall be closer than 100 feet from a dwelling or principal 
structure on adjoining property . 

N. SIGNS: The perimeter of any excavation area shall be 
conspicuously and adequately posted with signs suffi-
cient to indicate the danger of trespassing in the area. In 
no event shall such signs be more than 200 feet apart, 
and the same shall be constructed of a rigid and sturdy 
material and shall be maintained and replaced as needed. 

O. CRUSHERS: Crushers may be used, provided they 
are not located within 1,000 feet of an off-site residence 
and that the hours of operation shall be only during 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday (except legal holidays). 
Noise levels must comply with the standards as stated 
above. 

• 

P. The area being excavated, and not reclaimed, shall 
not exceed the lesser of 20 acres or 20 percent of the site 
for which the license is issued. 

Q. OTHER REGULATIONS: All local, county, federal, or 
state laws and regulations shall also be met. The opera-
tor shall comply with all applicable Township ordinances 
(including, but not limited to, the Township Zoning Ordi-
nance) .• 

SECTION 10 • STANDARDS FOR RECLAMATION 

A.SLOPES AND FINAL GRADES: The final grades 
shall be harmonious with the surrounding adjacent prop-
erty grades. The banks of all excavations shall be sloped 
to a degree not less than that required to prevent accel-
erated erosion and to a degree sufficient to maintain 
vegetation. The excavated area shall not collect stag-
nant water, or permit stagnant water to remain therein. 
Slopes shall be reclaimed with vegetation in a manner 
set forth herein. Slopes shall be graded to permanent 
water areas, if any, and to the pit floor in connection with 
an operation without permanent water areas and shall 
not be graded to the exterior areas of the property so as 
to create the potential of flooding on adjoining properties 
and roads. Reclaimed slopes shall have a grade not to 
exceed a ratio of 1 foot vertical to 4 feet horizontal, unless 

The Following Design and Operation Standards shall be 
required for all natural resource removal operations: 

A. FENCING AND SCREENING: All excavation areas 
shall be fenced prior to the commencement of natural 
resource removal operations and prior to the placement 
of machinery or buildings on the site. The fence shall be 
at least 4 feet in height and shall be posted so as to 
indicate the danger of trespassing in the area. The 
minimum specifications for said fencing shall be as 
follows: #9 gauge top wire; #12 gauge bottom wire with 
spacing of 6 inches by 12 inches. All stays shall be of 
14-gauge wire with spacing of support posts to be no 
greater than 16 feet apart. 

1. All active natural resource removal excavations shall 
be visually screened from view from all adjacent public 
highways and residentially used parcels. The berm shall 
be sufficient in length and height to screen the natural 
resource removal area to a person standing on the paved 
portion of the public highway or from the lot line of 
adjacent residentially used parcels. The screen shall 
consist of a berm and/or vegetative buffer as approved in 
the site plan. The following methods are acceptable for 
screening of natural resource removal areas: 

a. Construction of a raised earth berm area on the natural 
resource removal site along the boundary lines thereof 
where such lines abut a public highway or abut privately 
owned property, which is improved and occupied for 

G. NOISE STANDARDS: Natural resource removal sites 
shall be operated such that the noise of operation or 
equipment vibration cannot reasonably be considered 
disturbing to neighboring uses of land. Objectionable 
noises due to intermittence, beat, frequency, or shrill-
ness shall be muffled so as not to become a nuisance to 
adjacent uses. Equipment on site at any time or under 
any condition, shall not be operated so as to result in 
noise exceeding the following levels for specified adja-
cent land uses when measured at the common property 
line nearest the active work area: 

# • * * 

Adjacent Use Maximum Sound Level 
Residential Dwellings 75 dBA 
Commercial 85 dBA 
Industrial and Other 90 dBA 

The Township shall monitor noise levels using weighted 
decibel measurements (referenced to 20 micropascals) 
with a type of audio output meter approved by the United 
States Bureau of Standards. 

H. TRANSPORTATION VEHICLE STANDARDS: All 
vehicles used to transport excavated material shall be 
required to be loaded in such manner that the material 
may not unintentionally be discharged from the vehicle. 
Vehicles shall be cleaned of all material not in the 
load-bed prior to entering the public streets. Proper 

, measures shall be taken to remove dirt, sand, and gravel 
from the tires of vehicles leaving the site. Such measures 

necessary for the ultimate proposed use of the land. No 
topsoil shall be removed unless necessary for the ulti-
mate proposed use. All topsoil shall be evenly and 
properly redistributed. The surface area of all land which 
is not to be permanently submerged shall be graded and 
backfilled as necessary so as to reduce the peaks and 
depressions thereof. Grading of all areas will be carried 
out in such a manner that will produce a gently rolling 
surface to minimize erosion due to rainfall and produce 
a natural appearance in relation to the property, as it 
existed prior to the commencement of excavation opera-
tions. Final grades shall be in substantial conformity to 
the adjoining land area. Permanent water features should 
be graded to a water-producing depth of at least 10 feet 
below the low water mark over at least 80 percent of the 
water area to a distance of not less than 10 feet away 
from the water's edge. The submerged slopes water 
features shall not be graded in excess of a minimum ratio 
of 1 foot vertical to 7 feet horizontal. 

B. VEGETATION: Vegetation shall be reclaimed by the 
use of appropriate seeding of perennial grasses, and 
ground cover, or by planting shrubs or trees in all parts of 
the reclaimed excavation area not to be submerged or 
within 25 feet of the shoreline of a permanent water area. 
Reclamation with appropriate turf, vegetation, soil, over-
burden, shrubs, and trees shall be implemented in a 
manner so as to prevent washout and erosion. 

C. EXCAVATION/FILL: If filling of the excavated area is 
necessary during reclamation, fill material shall be inert 
material as defined by Part 115 of Act No. 451 of 1994, 
as amended. In no event shall the area being excavated 
and left unreclaimed exceed the lesser of 20 acres or 20 
percent of the subject property. All reclaimed areas shall 
be back-filled with noxious-free, noninflammable, nonra-
dioactive, non-hazardous, and noncombustible materi-
als. Fill material shall not consist of and/or contain any 
organic waste, hazardous waste, industrial waste, or 
sludge and sewage residues. Moreover, fill material shall 
not contain any other material that will or is likely to impair 
or harm the air, water, and natural resources (and public 
trust therein) and/or the public health and safety. Any 
solid waste regulated by Part 115 of Public Act No. 451 
of 1994, as amended, and any hazardous waste regu-
lated by Part 111 of Public Act No. 451 of 1994, as 
amended, shall not be used for fill and/or reclamation 
material of a mined area. 

D. CESSATION OF ACTIVITIES: Upon cessation of 
excavation operations, the operator, within the dates 
stated in the license or within 180 days after the termina-
tion of the operation shall complete reclamation of the 
property. Moreover, within a reasonable period of time 
not to exceed the time stated in the license or within 180 
days after termination, whichever period is shorter, the 
operator shall remove all machinery, equipment, ve-
hicles, and stockpiles. Materials that have been exca-
vated, processed, and stockpiled during the excavation 
period may be sold during the reclamation period if and 
to the extent that such activity does not interfere with 
reclamation. 

E. BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES: Upon cessation of 
all natural resource removal operations, and within a 
reasonable period of time not exceeding twelve (12) 
months thereafter, all buildings and structures shall be 
removed unless such building or structures can be law-
fully used in the zoning district in which the same are 
located. The Township Board may permit storage and 
stockpiling of materials after cessation of natural re-
source removal activities by license for that purpose only. 
In no event shall any additional materials be added to 
these stockpiles and such a license shall not interfere 
with or excuse reclamation as provided by this Ordi-
nance. 

The standards set forth in this Ordinance shall be consid-
ered minimum standards, and stricter standards may be 
required by the Township Board if and to the extent such 
stricter standards are demonstrated to be necessary to 
protect the environment and/or the public health, safety, 
and/or welfare. 

SECTION 11 - FINANCIAL GUARANTEE 

A. The Township Board may require a financial guaran-
tee. The^guarantee must be a cash deposit, an irrevo-
cable bank letter of credit issued by a banking or savings 
and loan institution licensed to do business in the State 
of Michigan, or other financial security acceptable to the 
Township, in its sole discretion to guarantee the con-

struction of improvements, reclamation, final grades, 
and all other conditions required for approval of any 
license issued under this Ordinance. 

The applicant shall post a financial guarantee naming the 
Township as the beneficiary thereof in an amount deter-
mined by the Township Board to be reasonably neces-
sary to insure compliance hereunder; provided, how-
ever, that in no case will the sum of the financial guaran-
tee be less than One Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars for 
each acre or fraction thereof of land. If upon completion 
of an applicant's activities on the parcel described in the 
application, the land has been reclaimed to the satisfac-
tion of the Township Board, the financial guarantee shall 
be voided; otherwise, the Township shall have the right 
to use the proceeds to the extent necessary to reclaim 
the parcel. This financial guarantee or surety shall be 
kept current at all times by the applicant until the parcel 
or parcels have been restored as required by this Ordi-
nance, or until such time that the Township, and its 
agents and contractors determine it necessary to go on 
the applicant's premises to fulfill the financial guarantee 
requirements. In fixing the amount of the financial guar-
antee, the Township Board shall take into account the 
size and scope of the proposed operation, current pre-
vailing cost of reclaiming the premises upon default of the 
operator, and other such conditions and factors as might 
be relevant in determining the sum reasonable in light of 
all facts and circumstances surrounding each applica-
tion. For each acre restored and reclaimed in accordance 
herewith, the Township Board may reduce said financial 
guarantee on a pro-rata basis. The amount of the finan-
cial guarantee will apply to all lands occupied by natural 
resource removal areas, roadways, storage areas, equip-
ment, stockpiles, and similar elements . 

B. In cases where the county road weight limits are 
exceeded during times of frost, the operator shall post a 
financial guarantee in an amount and form that is satis-
factory to the Kent County Road Commission to cover 
damage to the road. 

SECTION 12 - EXISTING OPERATIONS 

All natural resource removal operations lawfully in exist-
ence at the time of effective date of this Ordinance shall 
submit an application for a license to the Township 
pursuant to this Ordinance within 90 days after the 
effective date of this Ordinance. All such operations shall 
obtain a license and fully comply with all requirements of 
this Ordinance within 180 days after the effective date of 
this Ordinance. If an operator of a natural resource 
removal operation fails to comply with these require-
ments, all natural resource removal operations shall 
cease unless and until a license is issued pursuant to this 
Ordinance. 

SECTION 13 - VIOLATIONS AND SANCTIONS 

A. Any person, firm, corporation, or other entity who 
violates any provision of this Ordinance or who uses or 
permits the use of any property in violation of this Ordi-
nance, is responsible for a municipal civil infraction, and 
is subject to payment of a civil fine of not less than $250, 
plus costs and other sanctions, for each violation, as 
authorized by Bowne Township Ordinance No. 2000-2 
(as may be amended from time to time) and other 
applicable laws. 

B. Repeat offenses shall be subject to increased civil 
fines. For purposes of this Ordinance, "repeat offenses" 
means a second (or subsequent) violation of this Ordi-
nance committed by a person within any six (6) month 
period and for which the person admits responsibility or 
is determined to be responsible. The increased fine for a 
repeat offense under this Ordinance shall be as follows: 

(1) The civil fine for a violation that is a first repeat offense 
shall be not less than $500, plus costs. 

(2) The civil fine for a violation that is a second repeat 
offense or a subsequent repeat offense shall not be less 
than $1,000, plus costs. 

C. Each day on which a violation of this Ordinance 
continues constitutes a separate offense and shall be 
subject to civil fines and sanctions as a separate viola-
tion. 

D. The Township Supervisor and the Natural Resource 
Removal Enforcement Officer are each designated as an 
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"authorized township official" pursuant to Bowne Town-
ship Ordinance No. 2000-2 and are authorized to enforce 
this Ordinance and to issue municipal civil infraction 
citations for any violations of this Ordinance. 

E. The rights and remedies provided in this article are 
cumulative and are in addition to such other remedies as 
provided in this Ordinance and/or by law and/or in equity. 
The Township shall not be prohibited from pursuing any 
other lawful remedy it may have in order to bring about 
compliance with this Ordinance. 

SECTION 14 - SUSPENSION/REVOCATION OF LI-
CENSE 

If the Township supervisor or Natural Resource Removal 
Officer notifies the operator of any violation of the license 
or of this Ordinance and upon failure of the licensee to 
abate said violation within fifteen (15) days after mailing 
of said notice, said natural resource removal site may be 
summarily closed, and the license therefor, suspended 
or revoked, and resort made to the financial guarantee 
for restoration. 

Any licensee aggrieved by any notice sent pursuant to 
this section may file a written request for a hearing before 
the Township Board. The request shall set forth why the 
natural resource removal site should not be summarily 
closed, the license suspended or revoked, or resort 
made to the financial guarantee. If a request for a hearing 
is received by the Township Board, the Township Board 
shall provide to the licensee notice of the time and place 
of the hearing, an opportunity to be heard, and shall make 
an impartial determination of whether a violation of the 
Ordinance has occurred and whether the health and 
safety of persons or property require the suspension or 
revocation of said license. Upon receipt of a request for 
a hearing, the Township Board may summarily close the 
site pending the hearing, if it is determined that imminent 
danger to the public health and safety of persons or 
property requires such action. 

SECTION 15 - SEVERABILITY 

This Ordinance and each article, section, subsection, 
paragraph, subparagraph, or work shall be deemed 
severable; and, if any portion or provision is adjudicated 
to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason by a court 
of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordi-
nance shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 16 - INTERPRETATION 
It is not the intention of this Ordinance to repeal, annul, or 
in any way repeal any existing law or Ordinance unless 
expressly so stated in this Ordinance. To the extent that 
any restrictions or standards imposed by this Ordinance 
are more stringent and restrictive than existing restric-
tions or standards, this Ordinance shall control. 

SECTION 17 - EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 
publication hereof in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the township. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
)SS 

COUNTY OF KENT ) 

I Sandra L. Kowalczyk, Clerk of the Township of Bowne 
of said County of Kent do hereby certify that the above is 
a true and correct transcript of the Bowne Township 
Ordinance No. 7 as approved and adopted by the Bowne 
Township Board on the 18th day of June, 2001 and 
becoming effective 30 days as of the 26th day of July, 
2001. The Ordinance in its entirety was published in the 
issue of the Lowell Ledger dated the 27th day of June. 
2001. Said Ordinance was recorded in the office of the 
Clerk of Bowne Township on the 22nd day of June. 2001. 

In testimony whereof. 1 have hereto set my hand for the 
Township of Bowne. in said county, this 22nd day of June 
2001. 

Sandra L. Kowalczyk 

Peter F. Siler. Bowne Township Supervisor 

Bowne Township 
Natural Resource Removal Ordinance 
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Myers awarded for 
role on KDL board 

The Association for Li-
brary Trustees and Advocates 
(ALTA) recently selected 
Charles Myers as the recipi-
ent of the 2001 GALE Out-
standing T rustee Conference 
Grant in recognition for his 
new role as a Kent District 
Library Board trustee. 

The grant allowed Myers 
to attend the American Li-
brary Association Confer-
ence in San Francisco. Calif., 
where ALTA officials pre-
sented him a check for $750 
on Saturday, June 16. 

Myers represents the city 
of Lowell, and Vergennes, 
Lowell and Bowne town-
ships. His term expires Dec. 
31, 2001. Myers is active in 
the community and has ties 
to the Englehardt Library in 
Lowell, serving as chair for 
the Library Building Cam-
paign that raised $1.2 mil-
lion. 

On a related note, Shirley 
Bruursema, who represents 
Kent District Library as a 
member of the Lakeland Li-
brary Cooperative Board, was 
recently elected to the ALTA 
Board of Trustees as 2nd vice 
president. 

Founded in 1890 as the 
American Library Trustee 
Association, today's Associa-
tion for Library Trustees and 

Chuck Myers 

Advocates is the only divi-
sion of the American Library 
Association dedicated to pro-
viding resources, programs, 
publications and services to 
America's public library 
trustees and advocates. 

The eight members of the 
Kent District Library Board 
ofTrustees represent 26 com-
munities throughout Kent 
County (not including Grand 
Rapids, Sparta and Cedar 
Springs) and govern Kent 
District Library. Board meet-
ings are held the third Thurs-
day of every month. Check 
www.kdl.org or call Kent Dis-
trict Library for times and lo-
cations. 

Skull collector visits KDL's 
Alto branch July 11 

Skull collector Diane Fletcher brings her collection of 
mammal, bird and reptile skulls and bones to Kent District 
Library this summer for a fascinating program that will teach 
kids about wildlife and nature. 

Fletcher involves children, ages six and up. in guessing 
which animal (bear, piranha, bison, monkey, ram. to name a 
few) each skull came from, talks about the animals and their 
traits, and explains how she finds and cleans the skulls. 

The Alto branch at 6071 Linfield Ave. will offer the 
program on Wednesday, July 11 at 1:30 p.m. 

For more information about Skulls and Bones, please 
contact the KDL at 784-2007. 

% 
* 

MSU President Speaks at Rotary 
Michigan State University president Peter McPherson recently spoke at a Lowell Rotary luncheon. The 1958 Lowell 

High School graduate's talk focused on how MSU has helped shape the state of Michigan via training and extension. 
Pictured above, left to right, with the MSU president are King Doyle (left) and Leonard Jackson (right). 

LEGAL 

EASE 
By 

Jonathan David 

DEAR JONATHAN: I 
know you have answered this 
question in your column be-
fore but, alas, I didn't read 
carefully because the subject 
wasn't important at the lime. 
Now. I have a job that has me 
driving many more miles a 
week. My mortality seems to 
ride on the hood of the car a 
little more often. I am 43. 
single with no offspring. My 
accounts, funds, IRA all have 
named beneficiaries. I own 
two houses, car, personal 
items and some cash. I have 

no will. I 'm close with my 
mom. dad. brothers and sis-
ter. I believe that in the event 
I am creamed on the highway 
of life, they would inherit 
everything I have. Is this true? 
Since there is no one else, if 
they don't gel it. who does? 

JONATHAN SAYS:\}\v 
der Michigan law. if you die 
intestate, meaning you have 
no last wil l and testament, 
and you leave no spouse or 
descendants surviving you, 
then your parents, or surviv-
ing parent, would inherit all 

of those assets which are 
deemed to be "probatable" 
assets. These are the assets 
which are titled in your name 
alone and for which there is 
no contractual beneficiary 
named to receive those assets 
upon your death. These as-
sets would include, based on 
the information you provided, 
your car. your two houses, 
cash and personal items. 

In the event neither of 
your parents survive you. then 
your siblings would divide 
your probate estate in equal 
shares. 

Those assets which 
would be considered 
"non-probate" assets because 
there is a beneficiary named, 
would pass directly to the 
named beneficiary without 
having to go through probate 
first. If the primary benefi-
ciary does not survive and 
there is no contingent benefi-

ciary named, then that asset 
would pass to your estate, be 
probated, and upon the 
completion of probate, would 
pass to your parents or sur-
viving parent. 

Even if you are satisfied 
with the statutory scheme of 
distribution, you would be 
well served to prepare a last 
will and testament, which sets 
forth your primary and con-
tingent beneficiaries, as well 
as who you want to serve as 
the personal representative of 
your estate in the event your 
estate is required to be pro-
bated. 

Besides a last will and 
testament, you also may want 
to consider implementing 
both a financial durable 
powerof attorney and a health 
care durable power of attor-
ney which allows you to ap-
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LOW 
Public Hearing of June 11. 2001 

PROFOSED 2001-2002 BUDGETS - The Board 
conducted a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. on the proposed 
2001-2002 budgets to be adopted during the regular 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

Regular Meeting of June 11, 2001 
ACTION ITEMS -
Accepted the following gifts:* 
• C&M Coatings, Inc. donation of 750# Liquid Flastisol 

Resin valued at $780 to be used by sixth grade students 
in plastics technology class. 

• Fat Thomet donation of $100 to be used for library books 
in the Alto Elementary School library. 

• Nicholas Fietrangelo donation of $500 to be used by the 
Wittenbach-Wege Center. 

• Ionia County National Bank donation of $1,410 to be 
used by the Alto, Bushnell, Cherry Creek and Middle 
School Accelerated Reader Program. 

• Bob Moyer donation of ski machine and punching bag 
valued at $350 to be used by the high school physical 
education and health class. 

Adopted the Technology Education Curriculum beginning 
with the 2001 -2002 school year. 
Adopted the General Fund Appropriation, the Food Service 
Fund Appropriation, the Athletic Fund Appropriation. 1990 
Debt Fund Appropriation. 2000 Debt Fund Appropriation, 

Headlee Underfunding Fund Appropriation. Headlee Debt 
Fund Appropriation and the 2000 Construction Fund 
Appropriation. 

CONSENT ITEMS - Approved/Adopted were: 
• The minutes for the May 14. 2001 Regular Meeting and 

the May 4. 2001 Closed Session. 
• The following payment of bills: 

General Fund $796,903.64 
School Services Fund 

A. Food Service Fund $53,651.14 
B. Athletic Fund * $13,730.86 

2000 Construction Fund $521,497.87 
Trust and Agency Fund $41,207.62 

• Cherry Creek 5th Grade Overnight Trip Request for Sept. 
17 & 18, 2001 and Sept. 19 & 20, 2001 

• Superintendent Evaluation 
• MHSAA Resolution for the 2001-2002 school year 

BOND FOLLOW-UP - Jim White reported that the Alto, 
Middle School and Unity School projects are running 
smoothly. The land for the new elementary school has 
been purchased and school officials are working with 
township officials in meeting zoning ordinances. 

WITTENBACH-WEGE YEAR END REVIEW - Tammy 
DeBaar gave an update on the tremendous amount of 
activities taking place at the Wittenbach Agriscience 

Center and Wege Natural Area. Home schools, students, 
adults and other community groups and schools have 
utilized this new program during the 2000-2001 school 
year. 

K- l2 READING CURRICULUM UPDATE - Jeff Larsen, 
Mark Weber, Jean Seman and Rochell Cummings updated 
the Board regarding the progress of the K- l2 Reading 
Curriculum review and explained the work that wi l l 
continue into next school year. 

SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT - Bert Bleke reported 
that Lowell received an excellent rating from the Standard 
& Poor's evaluation (this report can be viewed on the 
Internet by going to www.ses.standardandpoors.com. Bert 
also expressed his appreciation to Mark Weber for his 33 
years of service to the district, congratulated John Schut 
for receiving young educator of the year, Pete Siler for 
receiving state teacher of the year, and Sue Beute for being 
selected as the 2000 Michigan Presidential Awardee for 
Excellence in Science and Mathematics Teaching. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
Special Board Meeting - Thursday, June 28,2001 • 7:30 a.m. 

Runciman Administration Building - Board Room i 
Organizational Board Meeting - Monday, July 2, 2001 • 5:30 p.m. 

Runciman Administration Building - Board Room 
Please visit our web page at www.lowelI.kl2.mi.us 

We Value: Responsibility • Integrity 
• Compassion • Honesty • Respect 
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1.9 million residents will go forth this Independence Day 
An estimated 1.9 million 

state residents wil l travel dur-
ing the Independence Day 
hoi iday, according to a recent 
A A A Michigan survey of 500 
state residents. Based on the 
available data, the Auto Club 
predicts that the state will re-
main on track for a projected 
three-percent increase in tour-
ism volumes and spending 
for the summer. 

Many motorists w i l l 
travel this summer despite 
high gas prices - AAA's Re-
gional RoutingCenter in Mil-
waukee reports a four-percent 
overall increase in May 
TripTik routings requested 
for at least 20 states, includ-
ing Michigan. As of June 11, 
motorists paid $1.77 for a 
gallon of self-serve, regular 
unleaded gas - about 24 cents 
less than last year. 

Only 37 percent of those 
surveyed in late May said 
higher gas prices would af-
fect theirsummertravel plans 
in some way. Of this group. 
46 percent said they would 
reduce the number of miles 
traveled and 14 percent said 
they would cancel the trip 
entirely. 

Fewer Independence Day 

travelers wi l l be staying in 
Michigan this year- 59 per-
cent versus 70 percent in 2000 
- but the average trip duration 
has increased, from six days 
in 2000 to between seven and 
eight for 2001. 

According to the Auto 
Club survey, conducted in late 
May, most of the Michigan 
travel destinations wil l be in 
the lower peninsula (84 per-
cent). 

Ot those planning to leave 
the state over the Indepen-
dence Day holiday, 16 percent 
will visit Pennsylvania and 13 
percent Ohio. The majority, 
82 percent, wil l travel by car, 
truck or van, while nine per-
cent will travel by air and two 
percent wil l travel by boat, 
RV, motorcycle or bicycle. 

Nearly three in 10 work-
ers plan on taking the whole 
week off. Almost one in 10 
(nine percent) plan to take 
Wed.. July 4 through Friday, 
July 6 off. Five percent plan to 
take Monday. July 2 through 
Wed.. July 4 off. 

Based on requests re-
ceived for AAA TourBook 
guides, TripTik routings and 
maps, the top five summerdes-
tinations in Michigan are: 1) 

Legal Ease, cont'd... 
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point individuals to act on your behall in the event you are 
unable to do so. If you were to become incapacitated and not 
have these documents in place, someone would have to peti-
tion the probate court for the purpose ofhaving a guardian and/ 
or conservator appointed on your behalf. By having these 
documents in place, you avoid having to have this hearing. 

Finally, if you have any desire to have your estate avoid 
probate upon your death, you can consider implementing a 
revocable l iving trust and transferring those otherwise 
probatable assets to the trust during your lifetime. If you do 
this, then upon your death, since those assets are already owned 
by your trust, no probate will be necessary and those assets will 
pass to those beneficiaries named in the trust in the manner 
directed by you in that trust instrument. 

I recommend that you meet with an estate planning attor-
ney who can elaborate on the issues discussed herein. 

DEAR JONATHAN: What is the difference between a 
revocable trust and an irrevocable trust? 

JONATHAN SA YS: First of all, there are many different 
types of revocable trusts and irrevocable trusts. Generally 
speaking, however, a revocable trust is a trust which you can 
modify, amend or revoke at any time while you are alive and 
have legal capacity. 

An irrevocable trust, on the other hand, i,s a trust which 
ccmnotht modified, amended or revoked once it is established. 

I hope that answers your question. 
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Flat River Outreach Ministries 

THRIFT STORE 
is currently accepting donations of gently used 

clothing and small household appliances, 
We encourage you to bring donations 

dur ing store hours. 

Wednesday • Friday 12:00 PM • 6:00 PM 
Saturday 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

5 1 9 E. Main St. (Corner of Jao,"-an 

and E. Main S t . ) * 8 9 7 - * 0 3 / 

Come See Our 
Daily Specials! 

Mackinaw City, 2) Traverse 
City, 3) Sault Ste. Marie, 4) 
Detroit and 5) St. Ignace. 

Tourism in Michigan is 
a $IO-billion-a-year indus-
try. and the state remains 
one of the best travel values. 
This year, says AAA, the 
average family of four will 
spend $208 daily for food 
and lodging in Michigan -
$15 less than the national 
average. 

This year, the official 
30-hour Independence Day 
holiday period begins at 6 
p.m. Tuesday (July 3) and 
endsat 11:59p.m. Wed. (July 
4). 

During last year's 
102-hour July Fourth holi-
day period, 22 people died 

in 15 fatal crashes on roads 
across the state. That's an in-
crease from the 78-hour holi-
day in 1999, when 15 people 
died in 15 fatal crashes. Two 
(13.3 percent) of last year's 
fatal crashes were 
alcohol-related. Of the 20 
occupants killed, nine (45 
percent) did not wear their 
safety belts. 

AAA Michigan urges 
motorists to keep their mind 
on the drive, buckle up, main-
tain a safe following distance, 
avoid alcohol and be 
well-rested to help keep the 
extended holiday safe. 

For the 37th year, AAA 
Michigan V'Br ing 'Em Back 
Alive!" Holiday News Ser-
vice will help steer holiday 

= Center Court Apartments Inc. 

A Nice Place To Live 

i -U-

/ 
NOW LEASING... 
Newly decorated 1 & 2 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments. Price includes heat, hot water, carport, 
decorator blinds, newer appliances and many fine 
services. Small pet and short term lease possible. 

219 N. CENTER STREET, LOWELL 
(One block north of Vennen Chrysler and Erb Lumber, across 

from Laurels of Kent. Just 10 minutes East of Amway) 

897-0099 Day or Night 

Looking for a 
good excuse 
to get out of 

the field? 
We've got a 

few hundred. 

It's time to visit Michigan's largest farm show. 
Find whatever you're looking for at the more 
than 300 commercial displays on our 35-acre 
main site or among the exhibits along "educa-
tion row." Ag Expo Is bigger and better than 
ever, with: 

• The latest In machinery. Implements, seeds, 
supplies, chemicals, trucks, tractors, build-
ings and much more. 

• Specialists and faculty members from more 
than a dozen MSU departments on hand to 
discuss the latest research. 

• Dally demonstrations featuring grain handling 
equipment, grazing and forage crops, woodlot 
management, cattle handling, and haying with 
draft animals. 

Expo 
July 10 - 12 

Michigan State University 

Farm Lane & Mount Hope Road 
9-5 Tuesday and Wednesday; 9-4 Thursday 

Call 1-800-366-7055 for more information. 

MICHIGAN STATE 
U N I V E R S I T Y 

travelers to their destinations safety and tourism bulletins 
throughout the Fourth of July airing on radio stations state-
holiday period with traffic, wide. 

CITY OF 
LOWELL 

KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO ISSUE 

BONDS TO ELECTORS AND 
TAXPAYERS OF THE CITY OF 

LOWELL, KENT COUNTY, 
MICHIGAN, SECURED BY THE 

CITY'S FULL FAITH AND CREDIT 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT THE CITY OF 
LOWELL intends to issue transportation fund 

bonds in a maximum amount not to exceed 

$600,000. 

The bonds shall be issued for the purpose 

of defraying all or a portion of the costs of 

reconstructing, resurfacing and improving 

(including in some cases curbs, gutters and 

sidewalks) various major and minor streets, 

including, but not limited to Valley Vista Drive 

between West Main Street and Donna Drive 

and North Division Street between East Main 

Street and Grindle Drive all within the 

boundaries of the City of Lowell (the 

"Improvements"); and 

The bonds to be issued shall mature 

within the maximum term permitted by law 

with interest on the unpaid balance at a rate 

not to exceed the maximum rate permitted by 

law. The bonds shall be issued by the City 

pursuant to Act 175 of the Public Acts of 

Michigan of 1952, as amended ("Act 175"). 

SOURCE OF PAYMENT 
The principal of and interest on said bonds 

shall be payable from the State of Michigan 

collected taxes returned to the City for street 

purposes pursuant to Act 175, Act 51 of the 

Public Acts of Michigan of 1963, as amended, 

and other applicable law. AS ADDITIONAL 
SECURITY FOR THE BONDS, THE CITY 
WILL PLEDGE ITS FULL FAITH AND 
CREDIT SUBJECT TO APPLICABLE 
CONSTITUTIONAL, STATUTORY AND 
CHARTER LIMITATIONS. 

RIGHT OF REFERENDUM 
The bonds will be issued without a vote of 

the electors unless, within 45 days from the 

date of publication of this notice, a petition, 

signed by not less than 10% of the registered 

electors residing within the City limits of the 

City of Lowell shall have been filed with the 

City Clerk, requesting a referendum upon the 

question of the issuance of said bonds with 

the full faith and credit pledge of the City as 

additional security, then the bonds secured by 

a full faith and credit pledge of the City shall 

not be issued until approved by the vote of a 

majority of the electors of the City qualified to 

vote and voting thereon at a general or 

special election. 
i 

This Notice is published pursuant to the 

requirements of Section 5(g) of Act 279 of the 

Public Acts of Michigan of 1909, as amended. 

U)wel{* 
Betty R, Morlock 

City Clerk 

City of Lowell 

http://www.kdl.org
http://www.ses.standardandpoors.com
http://www.lowelI.kl2.mi.us
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Summer sport camps on target with students 
By Thaddeus J. Kraus Unveil Ledger Editor 

School has been out for nearly a month, but the activity in 
and out of high school continues at a feverish pace for Lowell 
sports teams. 

Eight youth team sport summer camps filled the gyms and 
playing venues during the month of June. , 

Basketball camps were held for players in grades four 
through 12. 

There were 107 girls and 140 boys who took part in the 
basketball camps. 

Summer sport caiflj) participation levels continue to rise. 
Lowell athletic director, Barry Hobrla attributes the increas-
ing numbers to better promotion of the camps and coaches 
going down into the lower levels to push participation. 

"Numbers are steadily increasing," said Lowell girls 
basketball coach, Dee Crowley about camp participation "Kids 
want to be a part of a program. They want to belong to 
something." 

Lowell's new varsity boys basketball coach, Jeff McDonald 
believes students enjoy interacting with their peers. "Lowell 
also has a great facility and it has coaches who have done a 
great job of making it fun for the students. They are motivated 
and want to provide kids with opportunities." 

Crowley, along with other coaches and varsity players, 
held week-long basketball camps for seventh- and eighth-
graders and for fourth-, fifth- and sixth-graders. 

The freshman and junior varsity players worked on basic 
conditioning, agility, and plays. 

Varsity camp focused on agility, learning plays, breaking coaching staffs hosted a team camp in Lowell which also 
the press, shooting and team defense. included players and coaches from Kent City, Martin, 

"From here, the varsity players wil l participate in a sum- Comstock, Dewitt and Burton Bendle. The camp had repre-

TOP NOTCH AUTO DETAILING 
423 W. Main 

TRUCK & SUV ACCESSORIES 
Complete vehicle cleaning, odor removal, 

C i n t e r ' o r scotchguarding, paint sealant, 
buffing, waxing, sunroofs installed. 

mer league in Portland where they 
will play against teams like Ionia 
and Grand Ledge," Crowley said. 
"It 's a very competitive summer 
league. These type of leagues give 
us time to get in plays so that come 
August, we're fine-tuning." 

This summer the Lowell varsity 
girls will play close to 40 games. 
They have July off. 

"The charge of the fourth- fifth-
and sixth-grade camp is to teach 
basic fundamentals and to show play-
ers that basketball is hard work and 
fun," Crowley explained. "With the 
seventh- and eighth-graders, we drill 
fundamentals, there's more team 
play and we do some full-court 
drills." 

There's not just basketball -
Lowell tennis coach, Bonnie Wall 
had 90 participants in her week-long 
tennis camps (elementary, middle 
school and high school). 

Lowell football coach, Noel 
Dean and varsity coaches and play-
ers worked with 185kindergartners 
through sixth graders at the Red 
Arrow Youth football camp. "We1 re 
trying to show them that football is 
fun," Dean said. "The toddlers play 
flag football. The third-, fourth- and 

S U M M E R S P O R T S C A M P 
E N R O L L M E N T G R O W I N G 

SPORT 
CAMP 

NUMBER 
ENROLED 

FootbaH K-6 185 

Boys Basketball 4-12 140 

Girls Basketball 4-12 107 

Tennis 90 

Volleyball 40 

Golf 25 

CheeHeading 20 

Soccer 40-50 
Soccer camp being run through Soccer 

V Spot/Great Lakes Soccer Academy 

sentatives from every level of the 
football programs. "This is a good 
camp that we've been running since 
I started it five years ago," Dean 
explained. "We had 70 coaches 
working the camp; 40 of them were 
our eighth-grade coaching staff, 
our high school coaching staff and 
some former players." 

Dean uses the camp to get the 
offense and defense put in place 
and to implement whateverchanges 
need to be made for next year. 

McDonald held a youth camp 
for boys (90) in grades four through 
eight last week. 

Fot two weeks, freshman, jun-
ior varsity and varsity basketball 
players (50) participated in a week-
long basketball camp. 

"We wanted to create a spark 
for the boys in the youth basketball 
camp. I wanted their experience to 
be fun, upbeat and enthusiastic. 
They learned pivots, jump starts, 
dribbling techniques and the school 
fight song," McDonald said. 

At the high school camp (two 
weeks ago), players worked on 
spacing, squaring up to the basket 
when they shoot, offensive move-
ment and concepts and defensive 

897-7561 

A Golden Wedding Anniversary 
will be observed by 

Maynard & Marcia (Carter) Roth 
July G, 2001 

Friends & family are invited to 
celebrate at an open house on 
SUNDAY, 

JULY 8, 2001 
at 

Bowne Center 
Fellowship 

KaH, | y ( 
corner of [ 
84th St. & 

Alden Nash 
1 t o 4 P . M . 

1 

fifth- graders take part in throwing, passing, catching and concepts. "We focused more on skills than fun at this camp," 
blocking work stations." McDonald said. 

Dean and members of the eighth-grade and high school 

Numbers are steadily increasing. Kids want to he a part of a program. They 

want to belong to something. 

Lowell Varsity Girls Basketball Coach, Dee Crowley 

Red Arrow varsity 
basketball coach, Jeff 
McDonald opened his 
first basketball summer 
camp for Lowell youth 
on Monday. 

The basketball sum-
mer camp was for boys in 
grPatty and Heidi Chris-
tine O'Connor taught a few 
nail repair tricks and other 
salon tips during their stay 
in Russ ia .ades f o u r 
through eight. 

GOING To THE DENIISI DOESN'T HAVE To HURT MIOBE! 
COMPLETE FAMILY DENTAL CARE 
Accepting New Patients "Gentle & Painless 

Dentistry Is Our Goal" 

C O M P L E T E S E R V I C E S : 
/ Gentle Dentistry for Children & Adults 
/ Immediate Emergency Treatment . 
/ Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening 
/ Preventive Care 
/ Extractions/Broken Tooth Repaired 
/ Dentures (Same Day Repair) 
/ Insurance Plans Accepted 
/ Day & Evening Hours: 

Monday 1 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday..... 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Thursday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

J u d d T. Carrol l , D . M . D 
103 Kust IVIain • L o w e l l , M i c h i g a n 

•m 

Lowell High School played host to eight dif-
ferent team athletic summer camps. 
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EXTRA! 
DON'T MISS 

YOUR LOCAL NEWS!!! 
LHS Sports • Weddings 

Engagements • Births • News of 
Local High School & College 

Students & Those In The Armed 
Forces • Honor Roll • Church 

News • Several Weekly Columns 

And Much, Much More! 
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The Lowell Ledger 
Serving Lowell Area Readers Since 1893 
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SUBSCRIPTION 
In County $1250 /year Outside Kent County $1750...y Year 

In County $2300......2 year Outside Kent County $33°°...2 Year 

Seniors deduct $1 per year from the above rates 

Just Send Your Check to: 
The Lowell Ledger 

P.O. Box 128 • Lowell, MI 49331 
Or stop by our office at: 

105 N. Broadway 
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With Christopher J. Bouma 

EdwardJones 
Serving Individual Investors Since 1K7I 

NEW IRA RULES MAKE IT EASIER TO STRETCH 
OUT WITHDRAWALS 

When it's time to start withdrawing money from your 
IRA, you'll have some important choices to make. Now, 
thanks to some new rules from the IRS, your options are more 
attractive — and you and your family could save a lot of 
money in taxes. 

Before we get to .the new rules, though, let's review the 
basics about IRA withdrawals. First, you can begin making 
penalty-free withdrawals at age 59-1/2. In fact, you can make 
withdrawals even earlier, without incurring any penalties, by 

taking "substantially equal periodic payments." You must 
take these payments for at least five years or until you turn 
59-1/2, whichever is longer. After that, you can take out any 
amount without penalty. Or, you can stop payments com-
pletely until you begin taking mandatory minimum withdraw-
als on April I of the year after you turn 70 1/2, 

Once you reach 70 1 /2, of course, you may want to take out, 
amounts larger than the mandatory minimum withdrawals. 
But if your other sources of retirement income are sufficient 
to meet your living expenses, you may want to withdraw only 
the minimum. After all, the less you take out each year, the less 
in taxes you'll have to pay. (This issue is only applicable to the 
traditional IRA; a Roth IRA grows totally tax-free, provided 
you meet certain conditions.) Furthermore, the less you with-
draw, the more money you have growing tax-deferred — and 
tax-deferred vehicles grow much faster than those invest-
ments on which you pay taxes every year. 

Under the old guidelines, you had to follow some complex 
formulas to calculate your minimum IRA withdrawal. If you 
picked the wrong method, you could end up taking out much 
larger sums than you wanted— and paying an unwanted tax 
bill. 

But the new rules are fairly straightforward and may allow 
you to reduce your taxes and preserve a larger percentage of 

your IRA for your heirs. 
The new rules provide for two distribution methods: 
• Joint life expectancy—\f your spouse is more than 10 

years younger than you are, you can choose a joint life 
expectancy calculation. Spreading out the life expectancy in 
this way also can result in smaller minimum distributions. 

• Uniform roWe—Unless you qualify for the joint life 
expectancy calculation, you'll use a uniform table that as-
sumes your beneficiary is 10 years younger than you are. This 
results in a smaller minimum distribution for married couples 
who arejyst a few years apart in age and who name each other 
as beneficiaries. 

Another change in the minimum distribution rules can 
provide a tax break for your family. Under the old regulations, 
children who inherited IRAs were sometimes forced to make 
very large, taxable withdrawals just a year after a parent's 
death. But under the new guidelines, children or grandchil-
dren who inherit IRAs can take withdrawals based on their 
own lifcexpeclancies.Thiscan result in lower distributions-^ 
and lower taxes. 

Although the new minimum distribution rules are sim-
pler, you'll still need to consult with your tax adviser before 
making any moves. But at least you know your choices are 
better than ever. 

Pasquale's state of the city address offers no surprises 
By J.N. Boorsma Contributing Writer 

There were no surprises in Lowell City Manager, David 
Pasquale's State of the City address, which he presented to the 
Lowell City Council Monday night. 

The council accepted the address which covered growth 
issues that the city needed to address along with future 
development and improvements for the city. This was 
Pasquale's third Stale of the City address. 

Pasquale noted in his address that while the city has 
remained about the same, growing by less than one percent in 
the years to 4,013 according to the 2000Census, the surround-
ing communities of Vergennes and Lowell townships have 
seen tremendous growth-especially Lowell Township which 
grew by 44.9 percent to 3,911 residents - which has an impact 
on the city. 

With that growth, coupled with several housing develop-

ments and the opening of the new Meijer, the city has seen an 
increase in traffic, the need to upgrade roads, more usage at 
city parks, and increased responsibilities to public safety. 

"As mentioned before, growth appears to be in the Lowell 
community for the coming years," Pasquale read from his 
address. "But, what should the city be doing? What is our 
response? 

"Obviously, much has been in the works over these past 
years. We need to be proactive regarding growth concerns, 
seeking cooperation with our neighboring jurisdictions but 
not forgetting the city's needs," added Pasquale. 

With that in mind, the city manager said his following 
goals are to continue to work with the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority and the Downtown Historic District Commis-
sion; to carry out the plans for the City Hall renovation and 
police station expansion project; to provide a new cemetery 
office-storage space and Public Works storage facility through 

a building authority bond; to promote a concerted effort to 
upgrade city streets; to continue to recognize and support the 
Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce, Lowell Area Historical 
Museum, the Lowell Area Arts Council and the YMCA as 
vital resources to upgrade the community's cultural and 
economic climate; to cooperate with Lowell Area Schools and 
Lowell and Vergennes townships on recreation matters; and 
to plan for future improvements and expansion of the Waste-
water Treatment Plant and discuss these issues with Lowell 
Charier Township. 

All of these projects are ones that have been mentioned 
over the past year and with Pasquale leading the way on many 
of these issues. 

"As mentioned in previous years, while projects have 
been mentioned in our goals, the city must never forget its 
prime responsibility of service to the citizens of Lowell." 
Pasquale concluded. 

Multiple items make Gillette's job of budgeting for the 2001-02 school year a difficult one 
By Thaddeus J. Kraus 
Lowell Ledger Editor 

Happy but nervous is 
howone might describe Low-
ell school district's business 
office. 

Last June, Lowell's as-
sistant superintendent to fi-
nance and personnel, Connie 
Gillette was projecting defi-
cit spending ($400,000) for 
the 2001-02 school year. 

As this fiscal school year 
comes to a close, Gillette is 
smiling about the prospects 

of a balanced budget. "It looks 
as though we're going to be 
right around zero." she said. 
"It's taken a lot of hard work. 
We've watched and been very 
careful on how we spend 
money. I'm happy the dis-
trict, unlike otherdistricts. has 
not had to make any cuts." 

The 2001 -02 and beyond 
has Gillette feeling a little un-
easy. " I 'm nervous about the 
future," she says. "Tax sales 
are down, categoricals may 
be reduced, foundation al-

lowance could be reduced, 
and healing and energy costs 
are up." 

The district will incur 
increases in insurance premi-
ums (33.8%) and in cost of 
insurance (47.9 %). It costs 
the district $8,400 per appli-
cant. 

Lowell was helped this 
year in the area of early retire-
ment with the district budget-
ing $160,000. Because it did 
not have any, that money 
could be used in other areas. 

e.g.. special education tuition 
and fuel and heating. 

Gillette has projected a 
deficit budget for the 2001-
02 school year of $240,185. 
"It's a conservative budget, 
but we hope as the school 
year progresses, we can im-
prove upon it," she explained. 

The district fund balance, 
which stands at $2.9 million, 
is expected to drop to $2.6 
million by June 30, 2002. 

Lowell will be aided by 

an 8.81 percent increase in 
taxable value over last year. 
This will go toward relieving 
the debt millage burden. 

Its state aid foundation 
grant is projected to rise to 
$6,500 per student for the new 
school year.' 

All of this isjust the foun-
dation for the ongoing con-
tract negotiation with the 
Lowell Education Associa-
tion (LEA). 11 marks the third 
consecutive year that the dis-

trict and the union have en-
tered into negotiations on a 
one-year contract. 

"It'sextremely time con-
suming negotiating a new 
contract every year." Gillette 
said. "What would be worse 
is committing to a multiple 
year contract that the district 
can't fund. The district is not 
willing to commit to a con-
tract if it is not sure the funds 
will be there to pay for it." 
Gillette said. 

Senior Neighbors gets sign variance recommendation; McDonalds asked to quit scrolling 
By Thaddeus J . Kraus Lowell Ledger Editor 

Lowell's planning commission didn't even blink in taking 
unanimous action to halt the scrolling food marquee being 
displayed at McDonald's. 

Doug Hopkins, the city building inspector, noted 
McDonald's reason for the sign was so that it did not have to 
manually change it. 

Section 20.04 in the city zoning book, under general signs 
provisions, states that no sign shall employ any flashing, 
moving, oscillating, blinking, or variable intensity light, pro-
vided variable time, temperature signs may be permitted. 

The planning commission stipulated that the message on 
the marquee could not change more often than every two 
minutes. 

In other discussion items: 
The planning commission recommended that a sign 

variance be permitted at t)ie Senior Neighbor Center (514 S. 
Hudson). 

The center wishes to install a 4 by 8 foot ground sign in its 
front yard. Since the center is located in the R-3 residential 
district, a ground sign may be no greater than 20 square feet., 
thus a variance was requested. 

The sign's design will be much like the Flat River 
Outreach Ministries Thrift Shop," said Lowell Senior Neigh-
bor director. Marcia Roth. "We're asking for extra height so 
that we can better promote the center. The sign will enable us 
to provide more detail for drivers-by." 

Lowell city manager, Dave Pasquale noted that if the 

center were located in a public facilities designation, the sign 
being requested would be allowed. "Actually, if the Senior 
Neighbors were located across the street, a variance would not 
be necessary." he explained. 

Planning commissioner John VanderWilp expressed that 
the variance was the correct thing to do. " I feel this is the right 
thing and a good thing to do. I have a good feeling about it and 
I think the planning commission should do what it can to 
expedite it." 

The recommendation wil l now go before the Zoning 
Board of Appeals on July 2. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

JUNE 28: Brian Doyle. 
JUNE 29: Ben Zoodsma. Stephanie Yonker, Jackson Simmons, 
Trevor Wernet. 
JUNE 30: Sheila Yeiter, Kayleigh Page. 
JULY 1: Brandon Hewitt. 
JULY 2: Bradley Ball, Marilyn Sauber, Brandon Lee, Logan 
Brenk, Landon Trierweiler, Ryan Lynne Roth. 
JULY 3: Alice Ryder, Jamie Capen, Maxin Ligman. 

The planning commission reviewed the progress of 
O.E.Bieri & Sons nine-year gravel mining operation on the 
north side of Grand River Drive. 

When asked about the life of the operation, a representa-
tive from O.E. Bieri &Sons said the company explained back 
in 1992 it thought the life of the operation would last 10-12 
years. 

Pasquale said the city has not received any complaints 
about the mining being done by Bieri & Sons. 

The company will leave the property's frontage alone. 
When finished with its operation, it will add fill to bring it 
above the flood plain so it can be built on. 

JULY 4: Anne Armstrong, Barb Austin, Zachary Rhodes, 
Tara Sherman, Peter Timinski. 

The cubit vias a standard measure of length among the 
Hebrews. It was the distance from the elbow to the tip of the 
middle finger of a grown man.The standard cubit was about 
17.5 inches, the royal cubit about 20.5 inches. 

r 0$^ ^ P/ace your ad in the Ledger Classifieds & find the extra cash you need! 
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HANDYMAN SPECIALIST -
Painting, decks, roofing. 
Specializing in barns. Will 
haul anything. Reasonable 
rates for professional work. 
Call 616-794-0221 anytime. 

TOWING - Servicing 
Lowell & surrounding 
areas. Flat bed & 
wrecker, Tire changes, 
Jump starts, Lock outs, 
24 Hr. service. Call 
L incoln Lake Autos 
897-9040. 

DOG & CAT GROOMING -
Located in Fallasburg Park. 
Full service, small or large 
dogs & cats. Evening 
appointments available. Call 
anytime. Pickup available for 
shut ins. Senior discount 
15%. Call 794-9614. 

AL'S MOBILE POWER 
WASH - Pressure wash wood 
decks, houses, patios, etc. 
Call Allen at 616-897-7016 or 
437-4619 for free estimates 

ADULTS - I have opening for 
male or female in my foster 
home. Extra Ig. rooms & 
private room available. 
Excellent care & food since 
1983.Call Pat 616-527-2606. 

ATTENTION 4-H CLUB 
MEMBERS - We have a wide 
variety of white jeans. Come 
in & ask for them. Flat River 
Outreach Ministries Thrift 
Store. 519 E. Main. 897-2037. 

QUALITY COLLISION 
REPAIRS - Let Bob's 
Body Shop repair your 
vehicle to factory spe-
cifications, using their 
new electronic measur-
ing machine along with 
expert paint matching. 
Rental cars available 
while yours is being 
fixed. Call 897-9040 for 
details. 
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DRIVER - CDLB drivers 
needed. Looking for 
dependable, customer 
service oriented person 
w/chauffer's CDLB, or COLA 
license, full time and part 
time. Benefits (full time), 
good working environment, 
also hiring nights & 
weekends. Call 248-7729. 

COMPUTER, INTERNET 
PEOPLE WANTED TO 
WORK ONLINE- $125-$175 
hr. Full training, vacations, 
bonuses & incentives. 
Bilinguals also needed. 49 
countries. Ecash2Day.com. 

TOOL & DIE - Entry level 
machinists. Competitive wag-
es, excellent benefits, 
advancement opportunities & 
challenging work. Precise 
Engineering, 683 Lincoln 
Lake Ave SE, Lowell, Ml 
49331. 

FIBERGLASS TECHNICIAN 
NEEDED - Starting wage 
depends on experience. Will 
train reliable people. Wage 
increases based on skill & 
dependability. Paid vacation, 
insurance, retirement plan & 
uniforms. Call 897-7719. 

HELP WANTED - Mature 
person needed to help in 
adult foster home in Ionia. 
Can be full time. Must drive. 
Call Pat 616-527-2606 only 
after 7 pm. 
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OWN A COMPUTER? - Put 
it to work! $25-$75/hr. PT/FT. 
www.wealthsoar.com. 888-
658-1472. 
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FOR RENT - older 3 
bedroom, 2 story farm house 
in country. $550 per mo. plus 
utilities. 868-7101. 

1 BEDROOM FOR RENT IN 
LOWELL - large rooms, 
electric, water & sewer 
included. $525 per mo. Call 
Steve 897-0486. 

FOR LEASE - Downtown 
Lowell Area. 1200 square 
feet of storage space with 16 
ft. ceiling and dock access. 
132 S. Hudson Street. 897-
8789. 

I O K 
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PONTOON BOAT - 20 ft., 
new top. 35 hp Johnson 
motor, $2,000 obo Call 698-
6027 or 897-8149. 

BUSINESS FOR SALE -
Outdoor hot tubs/spas facili-
ty on sale. Hourly rental to 
general public on site. No 
competition in 30 mile 
radius. Call Charlie 616-527-
2606. Second Business -
Restaurant for sale, fully 
equipped, both turn key in 
business. 

K I N G P ILLOWTOP 
MATTRESS SET - Bought 
new, never used. Cost $850. 
sacrifice, $195/best. 517-
227-0006. 

1990 CAMARO - $2,000 
obo. Runs great. 897-8978. 

QUEEN MATTRESS SETS -
Double shipped wholesale 
order. Prices start ing at 
$199. St i l l in fac to ry 
plastic. Also fulls & kings. 
293-7430 can deliver. 

'88 MAZDA - 323 54.000 
miles, excellent condition, 
new tires, brakes, bearings. 
No rust. $3,000. Call 642-
0099. 

DINING SET - Cherry 
table, 8 chairs, lighted chi-
na hutch & buffet. Never 
used. Retail, $8,000. Sell 
$2,250; sideboard server 
$395. Must sell 293-7430. 

'88 GMC 3/4 TON - new 
engine by GM. new tires, 
exhaust, brakes, metal work 
cap. $5,200. Call 642-0099. 

THIS 90 LB. GERMAN 
SHEPHERD NEEDS A 
HOME - in the country 
where he can run & 
romp. He's a healthy 
dog, all caught up on 
shots, heartworm pre-
vention, etc. Price is 
negotiable...expecta-
tions for a good home 
are high. Call 897-0964. 

KOETJE HORSESHOEING 
- Call Bill, certified farrier, 9 
years exp. Call 616-374-
3286. 

TUTORING IN MATH & 
READING - for your 1st 
thru 6th graders, by cer-
tified elementary teacher. 
$15 per hour. Sessions held 
at Lowell Library. Call 897-
0197. 

NEED FINANCING - For 
that car, truck or ATV? Call 
Independent Bank's 24-hour 
EZ Loan By Phone number 
to apply for a loan! Call 1-
877-535-0765. 

QUiCKBOOKS 
BOOKKEEPING SERVICE 
- and advisor. Call Kathy 
897-0686. 

NEED SOME HELP 
DECORATING YOUR 
HOME - I can help. Call 
Linda, 897-3071 for more 
information. 

TAILOR BUILT BUILDINGS 
- Quality built polebarns & 
garages. Residential, com-
mercial, agricultural & indus-
trial. 616-225-2178. 

COMPUTER, INTERNET 
PEOPLE WANTED TO 
WORK ONLINE- $125-
$175 hr. Full training, 
vacations, bonuses & 
incentives. Bilinguals also 
needed. 49 countries. 
Ecash2Day.com. 

WORK FROM HOME! -
Growing company needs 
help! $250-$500+ per 
week. Fun! Easy! Will 
train! No experience 
needed. Set your own 
hours. Call 616-752-
8346 RuaLeader.com. 

A CAREER IN REAL 
ESTATE WITH THE 
MARKET LEADER IN 
WEST MICHIGAN - Imagine 
yourself as a professional 
with a new career & total 
control over your annual 
income & your work 
schedule. Imagine being with 
the market leader in West 
Michigan. Imagine being 
selected to fill a full-time 
position with Greenridge 
Realty, Inc. in a positive, high 
energy environment! We are 
interviewing now & provide 
complete, top quality training 
from licensing through 
career development. Call for 
an interview today! Call Rick 
Seese at 974-4250. 

HELP WANTED - The 
Dietary Department at the 
Laurels of Kent is now taking 
applications for a part-time 
relief-cook on afternoons. 
Hours are 12:30-9. 
Experience preferred but will 
traih. Apply at Laurels of 
Kent, 350 N. Center, Lowell. 
897-8473. 

DRIVERS - Are you ready 
for a career change? 364 
student drivers needed. 
Make 36-42K in 14-16 days. 
No up front money required. 
Call 1-877-83TRAIN. 

LPN - Sentinel Pointe an 
elegant retirement communi-
ty in Cascade, is looking for 
caring, compassionate nurs-
es to fill position. 7 a.m - 3 
p.m. & 3 p.m. to 11 p.m. Pay 
range $14-$16 an hour, 
vacation accrual, free meal 
& retirement plan. Some 
weekends included. If inter-
ested apply at 2900 
Thornhills SE or fax 957-
2950. 

DIE MAKER - Growing com-
pany looking for an experi-
enced die maker with good 
tryout skills & expertise in 
progressive dies for second 
shift. Competitive wages, 
excellent benefits & room for 
advancement. Send resume 
or apply at Precise 
Engineering, 683 Lincoln 
Lake Ave. SE, Lowell, Ml 
49331. 

'97 POP-UP CAMPER - fits 
Dodge Dakota pickup, 8 ft. 
bed. 897-2982. 

'87 NISSAN 300 ZX -
immaculate condition, 
48,000 miles, Alpine CD 
changer, new Michelins. 
$7,000. Call 642-0099. 

1990 PONTIAC GRAND 
PRIX - 4 door, loaded, 
$1,950. Call 616-498-1179. 

DIRECTV - Mini-satellite 
dish. $18.75 wi th free 
install. We beat al l 
advertised prices. 1-800-
459-7357, K-20. 

FOR SALE - 1978 Liberty 
mobile home, 14x70 
w/7x12 expando. 3 bed-
rooms, 1 1/2 baths, cen-
tral air, appliances & shed 
included. Well kept. $6000 
obo. Located in Valley 
Vista Mobile Home 
Community. Call 897-
5685. 

VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE -
1998, red, 5 spd, 13,500 
miles, mint condit ion. 
$12,800 obo. Call 897-1144. 

J V 

® H H M l •<* 

^ T 
FOUND - 2 dogs near 5 Mile 
& Murray Lake. Call 691-
7322. 

LOWELL - House for sale. 
911 N. Hudson St. Newly 
remodeled, 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, closet to schools, 2 
stall garage, work shop 
wired for 220, 3-season 
porch to large yard. 
Basement w/laundry & game 
room. $125,000. Call 897-
1728. 

J K 
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2 FREE BLACK KITTENS -
Born May 8. Litter trained. 
Call 464-5769. 

FOR SALE - 1992 Skamper FOR SALE - Gas dryer, 
folding truck camper, fits 8 ft. Maytag, heavy duty, extra 
truck bed. $3,500. Call 868- capacity, works great! 897-
6332. 5938. 
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CHERRY SLEIGH BED -
Queen size w/hotel quality 
mattress set (2 mos. old) 
Cost $800, sell $275/best. 
517-227-2986. 

FOR SALE BY OWNER -
2 bedroom, 1 bath 
ranch, Lowell Schools, 3 
acres, 1 stall garage, 
28x36 outbuilding. Lots 
of wildlife, must see to 
appreciate. 10290 
Cascade Rd. $129,900. 
Call 868-6215. 

BEDROOM SET - real 
Cherry sleigh bed, dresser, 
mirror, chest & n ight 
stand. Retail $5,800, sacri-
fice $2,250. Can deliver. 
293-7430.— — — — 

CLARKSVILLE - Country 
ranch, 1550 sq. ft., 2 acres, 
Lowell schools, 2 bedroom, 
great room, living room, din-
ing room, finished basement 
w/den, office/playroom. 
Asking $144,900. Call for 

QUEEN LOG BED - Cedar 
post, Amish made, includes 
mattress (2 mos. old, never 
used), cost $1,000, sell $175. 
Call 517-626-7089. 

FOR SALE - John 
Deere lawn tractor, 
LX176, 498 model 
(purchased in 1999) 
Used summers only. 14 
hp, 48 in. cut, mulching 
blades w/traiier, $2,500. 
Call 897-5938. 

THANKYOU 
I would like to thank 
everyone at the Alto School 
for the beautiful surprise 
retirement party day. To the 
staff and former co-workers 
for the breakfast, skits, 
beautiful memory quilt and 
many memorable gifts. To 
the Board of Education for 
the plaque, the children for 
decorating the gym and 
beautiful songs, notes from 
each child, hugs and special 
gifts. For the beautiful cake 
and individual decorated 
pieces of cake for each 
child. A special thank you to 
Barb Schneider, Kathy 
Cuneo, Anna Beduhn and 
Barb Gumina for the many 
hours of planning and work 
put into this day for many 
memories. Thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. 

Pat Thomet 

http://www.wealthsoar.com


STATE FARM INSURANCE • Chapman Agency 
RECOGNIZES THIS SEMESTER'S HONOR ROLL STUDENTS 

Lowell Middle School Honor Roll 4TH MARKING PERIOD 
SIXTH GRADE Eric Mundt Anna Boeve Mary Mendez Abigail Debiak 

Christopher Abel Tasha Nauta Lisa Boomers Nikita Miles Kalen DeCenzo 
Lindsay Aiken Jessica Nelson Sarah Boomers Angela Miller Melody Dernocoeur 
Kayli Arnett Keith Nichol Holly Borth Randi Millering Jenna Dickerman 
Brandie Barnes Michael Nichols Kelsey Brenk Samantha Mol Timothy Droese 
Tiffany Barrett Bradley Nordman Kaitlyn Brewer Ocean Moore Julie Dunn 
Scott Beatson Andrew Nozal Lisa Brown William Moore Joseph Dykhuizen 
Jannes Bell Andrew Oesch Zachary Burger Joshua Morrison Kevin Eggebeen 
Marissa Bergy Morgan Olin Philip Burton Elizabeth Mosher Roya Eshragh 
Corrine Bieber Karri Ort Malley Cahoon Amy Mundwiler Matthew Fink 
Michelle Blanchard Richard Owens Alex Carpenter Megan Murphy Audrey Fleet 
Jacob Bottomley Ryan Padgett Edith Chittenden Rachel Murray Kelly Foote 
Adam Bowers Zabrina Peck Nathaniel Clements Autumn Nethercott Keegan Geldersma 
Haley Briggs Bethany Penninga Ashley Colon Caitlyn O'Haire Emily Gerard 
Rachel Brinks Lance Perkins Bradley Corlett Robert Onan-Allen Kyleigh Gilliard 
Sean Burrows Cassandra Phillips Laura Crimmins Cassandra Oracz Kevin Gillman 
Matthew Burton Jamie Phillips Carey Crout Amber Osborne Nicole Glover 
Danielle Calkins Margaret Pratt Rebecca DeLiefde Gary Osborne Benjamin Graham 
Kimberly Carrier Adam Rash Benjamin DenHouter Raymond Phillips Amanda Gunberg 
Michael Crain Culver Redd Brittany Dietz Rachel Plotner Rebecca Heinicke 
Hannah Dalton Megan Risner Thomas Doll Rebecca Plummer Tyler Hoard 
Austin DeClercq Kathleen Rissi Elizabeth Drain April Polaski Jodi Hutchinson 
Scott Devroy Christopher Ritz Chad Drenth Casey Randolph Ashleigh Inman 
Edward Dickerman Ashley Rodriguez Jamie Dryer Molly Richard Haley Irwin 
Renee Dryer Michael Roth Amanda Durkee Christopher Roelofs Whitney Jernigan 
CiJi Eickhoff Justin Rottier Jacob Eldridge Amanda Schneider Anthony Johnson 
Shane Elliott Kathryn Rottier Anthony Everitt Leannah Seese Jacob Kadwell 
Kellie Faulkner Kara Schloop Amanda Ezinga Nicole Shepard Chelsea Karas 
Robin Figley Allison Schneider Megan Fizer Kirby Siek Ryan Karasiewicz 
Alexander Fleet Taryn Schumacher Trevor Foss Ashley Slater Aaron Kastanek 
Michael Ford Jacob Seaman Chelsea Freed Chelsea Smit Jean Kimberlin 
Austyn Foster Raymond Seese Nathan Galbreath Crystal Smith Brianna Kinney 
Garrison Fredline Brittney Shellenbarger Julie Geelhoed Lori Smith Kerri Kinsley 
Nichole Freed Timothy Sinen Benjamin Geldersma Ashley Spencer Sabra Kinsley 
David Gallagher Caitlin Sirowatka Alexander Getz Ashley Spicer Michael Koster 
Marissa Garza Ashleigh Smit William Gill Blake Spoelman Bradley Koza 
Aaron Geer Luke Smith Jenna Gillan Joshua Tapia Lindsey Kremer 
Hannah Gerig Erin Soules Joshua Gilliard Micah Tawney Christina Kuhn 
Hayley Getzen Heather Spratt Katie Goldner Melissa Telman Brandon Lawrence 
Mary Gillhespy Kory Stevens Jasmine Gomez Emily Timpson Kyle Manszewski 
Rebecca Green Terrah Tawney Brock Graham Alisha Trebian Mallory Maschhoff 
Michael Griffioen Lindsey Trierweiler Nicole Green Sarah Troyer, Dominic Mastrovito 
Hollie Gunderson Stacey Underwood Brandon Grochowalski Rebecca Underwood Andrea Meyers 
Matthew Gurd Austin VandenHout Benjamin Hanson Andrew VanderKlok Drew Morrison 
Shay Hacker Michael VanderHart August Harper Adam VanderPols Joseph Mull 
Brandon Hall Kirsten VanderJagt Heather Harrigan Ashley VanderWal Paul Mundt 
Kassandra Hanrahan Lauren VanderMark Angela Harvey Brook VanEck Nicholas Myers 
Justin Harden Ashley VanSpronsen Joshua Hettinga David VanKeulen Nicholas Olson 
Charlie Hathaway Bailey VanVeldhuizen Brett Hobrla Megan Vaught Jakub Pala 
Troy Heimer Holly Vaught Andrew Hopkins Sarah Waldorf Kelsy Payne 
Mallory Hines Amanda Vezino Erica Huizinga Melissa Warners Mandy Phillips 
Travis Hippey Kevin Vuong Nicholas Huizinga Amanda Weaver Justin Quist 
Laurinda Horsley Kelly Walker Greg Huyser Alicia Weeber Amanda Rau 
Allen Huber Ryan Watikunas Adam Ingraham Eva Wilcox Robert Reedy 
David Huffman William Watikunas Kayla Irwin Cassandra Wildey Amanda Roberts 
Stacey Janeschek Trevor Wernet Kristin Johnson Andrew Wilterink Timothy Ross 
Julie Johnson Danielle White Christopher Jones Janice Wisniewski Kayla Schuivens 
Lisa Johnson Tiffany Whittington Cory Jones Jessica Wright David Sefton 
Lindsey Jousma Nathan Willemstein Ryder Jones Melissa Wright Katherine Seme 
Karen Judd Sara Williamson Amy Junewick Jennifer Zoodsma Stephanie Sherry 
Jordan Kadwell Sarah Willits Ryan Junglas Audrey Zook Meghan Silverman 
Bailey Keeler Kristen Wolfe Abbot Kastanek Katelynn Zuiderveen Chelsie Smith 
Stephanie Kempker Kaylee Yonker Jennifer Kettel 

Katelynn Zuiderveen 
Sarah Smith 

Genevieve Kendall Edward Zandbergen Hannah Kinney EIGHTH GRADE Shane Stokes 
Tyler Kent Megan Zinke Andrew Kleeves Alvin Aquino Nichole Swift 
Joshua Kettel Hannah Knudstrup Nathan Arnett Stephani Thompson 
Kelsey Koewers SEVENTH GRADE Kaley Koewers Katie Baker Heather VanderHeide 
Christian Koning Bradley Amidon Kelly Koning Nicole Baker Lauren VanHouten 
Kaylyn Koza Danielle Anchors Andrea Koster Rebecca Batt Tiffany Venneman 
Gwyndd Lammas Alana Anderson Devin Kyllonen Laura Baum Casondra Vredevoogd 
Samantha Lancaster Donald Anderson Angela Lachniet Katrina Beatson Ashley Waldron 
Anna Lane Allan Aquino Steven LaFave Kristin Befus Jonathan Walker 
Vincent Larkin Kyle Austin Austin Lancaster Jennifer Blattner Catherine Ward 
Donald LeVault Adam Baker Ryan Lane Lerin Bommarito Jennifer Watikunas 
Kelsey Ligman Caleb Baker Paula Lawrence Karl Bouwhuis Jason Welsch 
Larz Lindstrom Kathryn Barnes Sarah Lessens Hillary Briggs Rachelle Wernet 
Brittany Lyman Erin Beddows Rachelle Levingston Tiffani Burr Henry Westerhuis 
Andrew Manion Lynn Ann Bell Jennifer Lupton Paul Buttrick Nicolette Wheeler 
Jessica Maughan Collette Benmark Jodi Lupton Kaitlyn Callihan Tiffany Wilkins 
Tylor Meppelink Kenneth Bieri Laura Maki Jonathan Christiansen Elise Wisnieski 
Kalyn Merrifield Austin Blough Seth Mayhew Devon Collins Michelle Wolf 
Marek Mikesell Melissa Blough Kristen McAlpine Jason Crandell Rebekah Woods 
Leslie Morrison Alice Blumm Megan Meade Matthew D'Agostino 

HONOR ROLL PAGE S T A T E F A R M I N S U R A N C E 217 W. Main, Lowell 

BROUGHT TO YOU BY... C H A P M A N A G E N C Y Office (616) 897-9237 


