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“The 1890 Carnival

October 22 and 23, 1890, the businessmen of Lowell held
a carnival at Train's Opera House. It was a grand success,
both financially and socially. The drills the actors went
through were difficult and carried out with the precision of
veterans. The participants were masked on the stage and
when the curtain raised a picture of beauty and color greet-
ed the audience. The costumes were unique, tasty and ele-
gant.

One of the oldest institutions, and one that still occupies
its same location is the Lowell State Bank, which was incor-
porated under the laws of Michigan in 1891.
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They were discharged at Port Huron at 12 a.m. Jan. 1,

1899.
The East Ward school was erected in 1899.
From 1900 on, the village of Lowell began to replace
In the Spring of the year 1901 the Clover Leaf Literary
Club was organized with Mrs. M. M. Verry its first president.
Among the oldest industries thriving in the town was the
WF&O&&KMM&M&'I‘
the Lowell Cutter Co. Later came the Kellogg Vinegar
and Cider Works, the Specialty Co., Fallas Co., Run-
ciman Elevator, Hoyt Lumber Co. and Foreman &

Providing The Area
With

{1 New Homes

New People e i
The World War
New |deas In 1917 sbout 150 young men answered the call to ealist

in the World War. Then in 1919 some of these same men or-
ganized the Charles W. Clark Legion Post No. 152. From a

membership of 18 it has grown to embrace 126 ex-service

men.

In 1928 the Lowell Literary and Clover Leaf Clubs merg-
ed into the Lowell Woman’s club. Mrs. C. D. Hodges was the
first president and Mrs. Allen Bennett the first secretary.

It was Lowell’s good fortune to have the M-21 pavement
built through the tcwn from esst to west mnm
of 1928. The curbings and added blocks of bo lights
makes the town appear as one of the best ooking in the
state, to the many tourists who go through.
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456-1501

King Milling Company

Sometime Between 1905-1912
The Farmers Were Waiting To Unload Their Wheat-

CONGRATULATIONS
LOWELL-FALLASBURG CENTENNIAL
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ROOT-LOWELL MANUFACTURING

MANUFACTURERS OF THE UNIGUE

ATOMIST
ELECTRIC SPACE SPRAYER

£ entennial

22 W. Main Street - Ph, TW7-7106

e S TR TSR TR AT TR i W S AT R TR Ty R R R = T T S T T e =




July 1, 1971 ‘4.

Grand Ole Opry Show

Starring

COUNTRY MusIC's
FAMED

Lonzo & Oscar'

Direct From laslv_illo, Tennesse

Q—M Life

Bridge Is Repaired -

Taken from the February 22, 1945 edition of the Low-
oll Ledger.

The Kent County Road Commission is rebuilding and
the old covered bridge over Flat river at Fallas-

burg about four miles north of the village of Lowell. A road
commission bridge crew, under the supervision of L. W.
Brunson, bridge engineer, is placing an entirely new floor
system on the bridge and is ning the wooden trusses
with steel plates and steel tie rods so that when the bridge is
again opened to traffic, it will be good for the usual
load of 18,000 pounds per axle.

Mr. Brunson states that the bridge was badly in need of re-
pairs. The timbers on which it rests on the concrete abut-
ments on each end are rotting out and will be replaced with
new timbers, pressure treated with creosote, which should
make them last twenty-five or thirty years. The diagonal
truss members near the ends of the bridge do not have
enough bearing area to carry present-day loads, and these are
mbdm:u’engthenedwiththctierodun plates as mentioned

Additional floor stringers and new floor plank will be

so that the floor system will be good for the same
as the trusses, making the bridge, when completed,
good for present-day loading in the amount which this bridge
wﬂlbeufleduponmmyiniunﬂmwt-of-lbe-mypod—
tion. The clear roadway width will be 14 feet as it is now.
This cannot be changed; neither can the clearance height of
12 feet be increased. The farmer with the wagon load of
hay, or trucks who need more than about 12 feet clearance
will have to take some other road.

Ths cost of the repairs and strengthening is estimated at
$3,000. It is interesting to know that when the bridge was
built in 1862, that is 83 years ago, the cost of the new struc-
mrewuonlym.‘l'hisisthcmlyﬁmbetbﬁdﬁinxent
County which is still being used by vehicular traffic. One
other is still standing over the Thornapple River in Ada, but it
is being used only by The old signs which are
still in place over the bridge portals, “Five Dollars Fine For
Riding or Driving on this Faster Than a Walk,” will be
replaced after a coat of new paint has been put on them.
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Friday,
July 2,
7:30 p.m.

At
Showboat
Stadium

Tickets $2 At Door:
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Raft Crew. Last Drive of Logs on Flat River

. Beachum’s Was An

B 5150 10 Advance
Barbara Ann -
“The Country Caravan”

Alse Featuring -

Rain Or Shine!
This Is One OFf The Big :

Climaxes OF The i, o
Centennial Activities ‘"

DON'T MISS THIS ONE

| TRAIN'S HoTEL

hum's

Sells Fine Furniture In 4™ %7
2020 MainSt. Lowell 897-7768

Lowell-Fallashurg Centennial 1871-1971

f¥ee &

| Opera House In 1893?

|
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“Lowell received its name In 1848 from Mrs. Timothy Whits,
who had just returned, impressed with its industry, from Low-
ell, Massachusetts.

Mme. La Framboise, whose husband opened the first trad- !
ing post in Lowell, was an authorized agent of the Astor fur 5

trading company.

e
Remember The Smoke?

Jimmy's Grill
Old Fashioned

> USE

G} down through the years. In the -

B, Rﬂ"‘l lP GAS o Lovel ok g = Generous Helpings
J the Alto Bank, shown in the »

bove photograph.

It’s Clean! Of Good Food

Every Day Except Set.
10:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m,
Sundays 12:009%:30 p.m,

2335 West Main, Lowell
897-7391

MICHIGAN TALORING SERVICE
OF LANSING

INVITES YOU to VISIT their BEAUTIFUL
NEW STORE in GRAND RAPIDS

1150 THREE MILE ROAD N.E.

We do both men’s and women’s alterations from the simplest repairs to the very
major retailoring. Our service is quick and reasonably priced!

We are Michigan’s Largest Professional Tailoring and Alteration Specialists,
’ | Offering very Courteous and Responsible Sorvlgo.

EATHER COAT REFITTING - SHORTENING -
E=A REPAIRING IS A SPECIALTY

Here Is @ Partial List of the Things We Do . . .

10978 Grand River Ave,
(Old 16) TW 7-7688

18 SLACKS SITS AND SPORT COATS SHIRTS

mm Shorten Shorten Sleeves Tam Collars
rll::! Lengthen New Pockets :-m- .:::u
Shorten Lengths Waists Larger Body Smaller - a, i
Recut Shoulders Waists Smaller Mn Collar
“Shorten Sleeves Recut Baggy Seats Reline mm'" R
Take-in Body Taper Legs Convert Double-breasted
m&: Veats French Cuffs Ncy Tux Lapels
Reline Complete New Zippers Unitorm Patches ;
Repair Linings Shorten Strides Unitom“::aid SKI JACKED

ffs Lower Waist Bands Button os.

:': :::: :ﬁﬂ’ Stiffen Waist Bands Neru Conversions SHOWMOBILE OUTFITS
Replace Buttons Piece Worn Areas ;l‘;o; P;t;?;s L i e
. iy ::no: Coat Lengths Replace Zippers (including Double
Make Belts Make Flairs . St Thpere)
Velvet Collars New Pockets Stiffen Fronts Repairs of All Kinds
Fur Collars Line Legs (silk) nut Back Shoulders
Shorten Collars Line Crotch Shorten
Make Button Holes Belt Loops

Extention Tabs

We also do REWEAVING and REPAIRING OF of tears and holes in all cloth and leather.
ca

REE MILE RD.
N THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF FULLER AND TH
i Sl i (We appear to be all yellow roof)

N.E.
HOURS:  Woekiays 9 am. fo 5:30 :lso s::::: ::.l.!::: resings by Mopoiniment, Call 363-5442
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Centennial Visitors Welcome ! VILLAGE
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. Symbolic of the days when stagecoaches rumbled down
ﬂongratulatlons dusty trails, and lumberjacks felled mighty stands of Michi-
Lowell-Fallasburg

mwmupme,twomedbddgusﬁntpmmmml(em
nty

Once there were six where a traveler could pause on a
horse-and-buggy ride to take cover from a sudden shower or
the sizzling summer sun in the days long ago.

Of the two stately remaining, one stretching across
the Flat River at F. +g had a $3,000 facelifting and
strengthening in 1945 to xeep it in use for automobiles.

The other built in 1867 over the Thornapple River at Ada,
has been retired. Now it’s for strollers and curious tourists,

In neighboring Ionia County the White's covered bridge
still links both banks of the Flat River.

Time, progress, damaging floods, new concrete highways
and the construction of a power dam faded four Kent Coun-
ty covered wooden bridges into history.

Gone from the West Michigan scene are the Cook’s cov-
ered bridge, built in the late 1800s across the Thornapple at
Forty Eighth SE; the Withey bridge built in 1880 between
Ada and Cascade across the same river and dismanteled in
1927 when a dam was constructed; a Cascade spanner erect-
ed in 1850 and pushed downstream in 1906 by the onslaught
of spring floods and ice; and a bridge at Ada that made way
for the Iron Bridge after becoming unsafe for heavy loads.

Older of the two remaining Kent County wooden bridges
is the Ada span. Historians recall it was a masterpiece of con-
struction at the time it was first opened.

In 1904 and a year later, the picturesque and friendly
bridge was nearly destroyed by according to history
compiled by Martin DeRuiter and Darwin Nellist, members
of the Kent County Road Commission staff.

Farmers loaded wagons with stones and pulled them on
to the bridge to hold it in place to defeat the surging Thorn-
apple flood waters.

Emuﬁultmdmedtomtotm&mwm

was opened over a new concrete bridge near
Ada, Road Commission plans to tear down the old structure
were halted by public appeals.

In January 1941, the commission bought an old barn near
the covered bridge and salvaged lumber to install a new roof
and sides for the bridge.

Today it is used by Ada residents as a shortcut to 2 recre-
ation park, a route for a walk, a place for tourists to admire
and a spot for fishermen.

Built of white grown near Greenvilie ai a cost of
$1,500 in 1871, the covered bridge at Fallasburg is the fifth

Famous For Sizzlers

& Chicken

Beer and Wine—In or Out

211 West Main, Lowell

897-9638

On July 1, 1937 ROTH FUNERAL CHAPEL WAS ON MAIN STREET

(now Beachum’s Furniture) 2 |

i COMPANY! I HL ——
B P (attuood corRPORATION

SMeid L Congratulates Fallasburg!

We Now Have The
OLD
. § NEW ORLEAN'S

-

LOOk 305 M, Mugeon -~ ROT.7101

(X T R M AL ¥ M*M‘M M M" H\ e

aluﬂ'ﬂbdltﬂnlﬂclﬂb&|839 . Q, QR ,\ -\ Wl " >
Al the long, shiny and powerful cars of the present
use the bridge, the farmers with a wagon-oad of & = WE HAVE BEEN AROUND A LONG TIME TOO!
, hwomuchnquim;mthnlt-hle:onmhnto " aw FASHIDNE o
WIIMMIMMMHM' bypass the covered span. . =71 B t 2 \
w . % % E ooooooooooooo 5-’.0-.0..-..0‘.. .cQ‘n.‘o..ooo.o.o-.co.o-no--: . 3 OU Ue S ‘g
';:‘ cuthie 5 We're still at the e v? Js Ao q 4
rug ot i 2 . g 2
' Good Old-fashioned WN“'!'§= same location ; i <
HOME TER . : Dine with us . . . or dance : ; i gy
CEN 77| Good Old-fashioned bargains! £ Fridéys, Seturdaystod - - VS
: Sundays to Fine Music o

d Old-fashioned service!

We're Dancing Up
- Bargains Galoro

& GIFT SHOPPE

Phone 8977150 Vs
SRR, mmmz*

~
-
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Lena Lou Inn
ADA :

-
.......... PN,

Welcome To

Centennial Days

-~y 3s
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elcomes You

To The
Centennial

We Now Have
Home Baked
Pies And T
Dinner Speclals Attwood was founded in 1893

and has been manufacturing
boat hardware since 1923.

West Main St., Lowell, Michigan
Across from Krogers ~Lowell 897-8842
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UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

FAIRC 0IL CO.

1102 Lincoln Lake
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Floods Amd ‘Fires ™

March 24th, 1904 was the beginning of a big flood, fol-
lowed by another disastrous one in June 1905,

A most spectacular fire took place in the Negonce block,
April 13th, 1905.

Mrs. Charles Doyle purchased a Buick Model 10 in 1909
and it proved to be quite a curiosity because it was the first
factory made car in town.

For the sum of $13,500 the City Hall was built in the
year 1909, during the Councilship of the following men: D,
G. Look, president; R. E. Springett, attorney; T. A, Murphy,
clerk; Frank McMahon, Light and Power superintendent,
Trustees: H. 1. Taylor, Chris B«ﬁ'n. W. S. Winegar, H. A.
Peckham, E. D. McQueen, J. A. Mattern.

A few years later Main street was paved and boulevard
lights were installed.

The Loyal Order of Moose was organized in January 1912.

During 1914 and 1915 the white school house was torn
down and a new red brick central building was put up ata
cost of $50,000. The bonding issue was put over through
the effotts of the superintendent, A. F. Igmee, and a capa-
glkmlchool board coaxisting of D. G. Look, president; W. S,

, secretary; R. Van Dyke, treasurer; E. D. McQueen
md?ﬁ. \Vlmt:yuusteu.

New Discount Cards

zc A Gallon OFF

FOREST HILLS SPUR

4591 Cascade Rd,
949-4380 -

V& [§ FOR SPECIALISTS ks o of o proe st bo)
EE"* |5 FOR EXPERIENCE wossey o sre o b

"“IR"’IS FOR ROYALTY (the way we wry to treat euch of you)
"V’ IS FOR VALUE (specabty of the house)

" 0" 1S FOR INSTANT SERVICE (visos st
| ©* IS FOR COURTESY o e et o posers it
""" IS FOR EVERYDAY OF THE WEEK b vo v

a little harder & prectice what we preach)

'} 0000000000000000000000000000000000000

Ada's IGA, Ada was the first in this area with every-
day low shelf prices. They have FOUND that top
xﬁtymdhdg:tphﬁn;pﬁouuethemthin’
t customers look for most. They are GUILTY of
ing their customers. There is no substitute

or service. An IGA customer knows she GETS

ﬂtroududndwckoutink-mmwﬂlwm
lennmthmmywbercdn. For the surprise of
vm try shopping at Ada’s IGA and compare,
ou’ll find friendly service, top quality and low pri-
ces everyday.

VOV OO0 000000ONe®

.
SO00000000000000000000000

Bundays to:
n..m.‘ﬂ‘.‘ J?'
gam to 7pm

‘Thurs.x Fri. gas-goa

HERITAGE OF

FALLASBURG

The first white settler to make his home in what is now Fal-
lasburg arrived in 1837, while Lowell was still an Indian Vil-
lage. He was John Wesley Fallass, about twenty-five years old
from near Ithaca, New York. Several months later a brother,
Silas S. Fallass, a doctor, arrived and settled on a farm a half
mile west of Flat River.

Between 1845 and 1850 another brother, two sisters and
their parents came to the settlement which by then became
known as Fallassburg, In later years one S was dropped from
the spelling.

In a few years the village grew to about two hundred in-
habitants according to Edwin Fallas whose father and moth-
er and seven children, came from Dryden, New York in 1845
in a covered wagon, The village was most prosperous between
1850 and 1856. The principal industry was lumber.

The sawmill, operated by water power, was erected in
1839 by a Mr. Hecox. It was a three-story frame building,
housing a chair factory on the third floor. The gristmill was
also a three-story building, built in 1840 by John W. Fallass,
There were also two general stores, two shoe and harness
shops, two blacksmith shops, a public school, a private school,
a Post Office and about eighteen dwellings.

The old stage coach route from lonia to Grand Rapids
passed through the village. About 1856 the surveyors located
the old D & M railroad, now the Grand Trunk through Low-
ell which terminated the growth of Fallasburg and it gradual-
ly diminished in size until today only a few of the original
buildings remain.

The first bridge to span the Flat River was built in the
m?f 1839 and was replaced by a second bridge in 1844,

idge survived for five years and was followed by a 3rd
built in 1849. This one was constructed of hardwood and con-
sisted of two spans with a wooden center pier and abutments,
on which m'ﬁm a plank floor just wide enough to accom-
modate a single lmdnwn vehicle. Timber railings on each
side defined the limits of the roadway.

The fourth bridge was primarily a reconstruction of the
third bridge built in 1860 by Jared N. Brasee and lasted until
the spring flood of 1871 when an ice jam damaged the cen-
ter pier and the bridge coilapsed.

Early in the summer of 1871 work started on the present
structure. Jared N. m‘ and Company was the builder. It
was constructed of pine grown near Greenville, and
floated down Flat river. The original abutments were of tim-
ber. The superstructure is & single span one hundred feet
long, of the familiar lattice work design. The roadway is four-
teen feet wide between trusses and twelve feet high from
floor to top chord bracing. It is & house with a peaked roof
and vertical plank sides to keep out rain and snow to prevent
10

tting,

The or?lml cost of this bridge was $1,500. In January of
1945 the Kent County Road Commission replaced the abut-
ments with concrete and otherwise strengthened the bridge

at a cost of $3,000. It is the only timber bridge in Kent Coun-

ty still being used by vehicular traffic.

Present plans call for a reconstructed mill, a museum, a
country school, arts and craft shops and other authentic at-
tractions to preserve the Heritage of Fallasburg. This could
become the outstanding tourist attraction in West Michigan
with a potential of many thousands of visitors each year. It
is hoped that Lowell and surrounding cities will place high-
way signs directing interested tourists to Fallasburg.

[b’o Fallashurg
Welcome to i i;

1944 to 1971
27 YEARS of Service

INSURANCE

in Lowell and Surrounding Communities is
your guarantee of more satisfaction, Our

representation of only the finest insurance
companies, together with our reputation for
personal service is your assurance,

- Speerstra
~ AGENCY

115 W, Main Lowell, Mi. 49331
Phone 897-9259
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. This Was
“Lowell's Ten

Cent Store

---------

"(Stop In And See Us Now)

Frank’s 5¢ to $1.00

123 West Main Strest — Lowell — 8979918
N7 ORI 7R, OGS

Welcome! o
to the CEN' ENNIAL

r

PHARMACIES

! 43 South Main, Cedar Spri '
119 West Main, Carson City jnd “
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WANT ADS Lﬂwe"'ra"aSburg Centennial 1871-197
| CASH RATE e bt fhtie s wmm s RO e — e
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20 words of less, €ach INSErtIO....coscsoscrrr: $ .70 —— e ——— i ———
Each adItIONal WOTd...........couusmsbissssisssssesssens 02 ——= — ' =7 &
READERS:  In Memoriam and Card of Thanks, per line,............ .20 :__—-—::___’j
Front Page Readers, per line AS = -
CLASSIFIED DISPLAY: per irich 1.40 =
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If a Box Number in care of the LEDGER-SUBURBAN LIFE is desired,
add 50 ¢ to total price.

ll A 25¢ bookkeeping charge will be added 2 weeks after publication on all
past due balances.

FOR SALE - 1963 Impala 327,  PAINTING & DECORATING - No
Call 9“"“'7:-‘ job too small. 949-0526, 539t

WANTED A xS, e i moN WORKS — Fabrt FARM

FREE! 2

custom weid-
gy PERSONAL  ~Suihdihs Hrloisdtald|| gmecmos |
lonia Counties. 5346332, 11 g ;’,.. pste ol o : g’mobu ,%mc'/mr
e ".‘.’& \ !b..mwm"""'““." CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING-Sam- xb::whh h’? “w'd»‘: || made "OW
WANTED - Homemade items for 40d matches. %ﬁ-xﬂ ples shown in your home, Free foundation. Write or call tfay | THE LILLY JO CARRIAGE SHOP THE OLD MILL
nygtlsop.hﬁcmu 4409 wmw otiquette  estimates, pick-u&& , Call m%llhh:-‘ the silo- | i
South Division Street, n? with order. The Lin-  Mrs. Blain, 676-5371. P~ w""’“ﬂm&“ ¥ inside | |
- o qun"u?m!m 1. Mﬂ'#c&&&u:fd S ] ﬁ-'mnt established near
Booms 8ilo il The first trading post in Kent county was o
WANTED - Block and brick work.  ARE YOU N— A PROFESSIONAL Mich., «uf"&% (517) 479, Vergonnes in 1838 was a community of only 19 families Lowell in 1800 by Joseph La Framboiss and his beautiful In-
e e ™ 0 " pao b Py A a v |  CERAMICSSTUDIO | - ity dian wife, Madeline.
A a
tion. Personal plan. 1002 | The public : - / i in 1870.
Alpine NW, 458-1115 3o7d w&m&%ﬂ% REAL ESTAT i The last log drive on the Flat river took place in 1 : g :
- o studio J e = (e o — ,
AUTOS WBDNNGANDG)II&IE»A&_— m"-:dm% ';w—'“ '-"—-;;-" _’Z_‘_,. —— — Other names for Lowell have been Vergennes Township,
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minor . Can bmte:? l (l;u.hmmmm‘b ex, Call 8979808, pl-11 =
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FALLAS RESIDENCE

& LIVE BAIT Do Sarunc, e

8154 E. Fulton Rd., Ada T e
676-5901 g 38

~ s P w
GILMORE SPORT SHOP  TRUSSES - Trained fittes, surgical ,,,,‘,'_"‘,l,"".......,"""dn ] irs, TW 79259 or David F.
330! PUMP REPAIR

SCHOOL HOUSE

Sylvester Hodges is accredited with being the first settler

WHITE ROSE GASOLINF PP cioll et Your Roof Lask? Fast Service, Free Estimates
Opes 5 Daps tl 9 pom COSTOM -PROCESSING—Cu B cavussrly
""“"‘ o # - Roofing, Repairing. In 1836 Sylvester Hodges planted the first apple trees in
e oy z*“'ﬁg b saktiad Lowsll, helped to build the first house in the ares, and became
: %mo East Pars Road SE, Hot Tar Fallasburg was named after Silas S. Fallass, who n the first settier in Vergennes.
HIGHLAND HILL DAIRY 340, o4 % ares in the spring of 1837.

Complete Line of Dairy WINDOWS — Washed, puttied and

'Del Your Door
to Your

“&-7992 VETERANS - If
Ed

MEEKHOF

are eligible
o can s o becoms + semi Fill Sand

il Rapt 4564552 g ut ous piton Gee i o deliver 1} | | JMBER CO.

Closed Saturday Afternoons 60465 28th Street SE

CAL

Byron WLuks 94?.'3:40

TW7-8286 Deiivery - Estimates
8 & H Green Stamps ;

EVERYONE HAS PAINTING TALENT.

Leam to paint in ten easy lessons of individual instruction.
No age restrictions. 100% past success. 8 years of teaching

experience. Guaranteed 3 paintings in the 2 hour, 1 nighta
week, 10 week course. $20.00. Make Reservations.

THE SUNFLOWER,

2648 Liscoln Lake Road, Lowell
897-9649 evenings only.
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STAGECOACH INN AND RESTAURANT

GENERAL STORE
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Lowell was a village for nearly 100 yesrs before its voters
C Wimﬁmd“ﬂmﬁmdhm
ship as a home-rule city in 1969,

Welcome To The
g ENTENNIAL

CELEBRATION

LOWELL SERVICE

ZEPHYR

AT 607 W. MAIN OR CALL AT TW7-9621.

Lo o a o oo o o oo d

Bcfmeonmuwppomwmuum
under the Fallasburg Bridge, it stood erect
mmodmdlﬁmnﬁnpicunm.

|u1mwnumumwwmm

them. They love us. Notsince the “crackerbarrel” days has
there been any better customer service anywhere. There have
been some changes, of course, for the betterment of our image
28 Lowell's “most complete food market™ . . . but our old-
fashioned friendliness never changes. Stop in and try us.

—Famous For—
e BAR-B-Q CHICKEN!
e SPARE RIBS DELICIOUS!

=

JRRY
TO TAKE-OUT |

B & J GROCERY N

‘ 200 W. Main St. Lowell. Michigan
\ OPEN DAILY-INCLUDING SUNDAYS & AOLIDAYS
& Call shood for Fast Take-Out of Berbbcued Foods, Lowsll 897-8791'48

hmusgwsmmd}

nnial 1871-1971

% AW
IR AN

ATl o Oap e i

Ty fo daEe 4
/ - RS eNrs SR s
“The Big Snow Storm, Feb. 22, 1912,

mhmlwm.mometcwnw in
1mmss,ooommmmmmmmm
mhm%dﬁnGmﬂmmme\d Rapids is
now located.

Tlnﬁmloghouammud in Lowell in 1831 by Dan-
jel Marsac, the village founder.

" First president of the village of Lowell was Cyprian S.
Hooker, builder and mill m.whomodin that office
from 1861-64.

Where Good
People Meet!

Lowell Cafe

301 West Main — 897-9624
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ﬂnﬁmdunmﬁol‘mrm'wummdln 1847
by Cyprian S. Hook«.whodoomlluuin-mlllwmum
bank at the same time.

Centennial At Cyprian S. Hooker built the first frame house in Dansville

Celebrate The

(now Lowell) in December, 1846.
Kerr's Tavern When You
BEER, WINE & SANDWICLES ‘
Think
Insurance

@ @ Think
JRB Agency Inc.

835 W. MAIN ST. LOWELL
l PHONE 897-9253

Lanterns- Lamps-
& Kerosene:

Cistern Pumps & Coal Hods

HAHN HAROWARE

207 E. Main St. Lawell Phone 8977501
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¢ Happy Centennial

WELL UTOMOTIVE

201 E. Main Street, Lowell
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mmamm included what are now the
adjacent towns

towns of Cascade and Caledonia.

com"si'ou & Glass Work

ra ;
" 'fi y Y4 -?‘% y BRIST“[S

SN\ 8, Body |

ll/////

222w Main §
Lowell

.
5 “,“' L ‘TM---

Aﬁroiandemdaporﬁonofd\oMn
This scene of the fire cccurred in the area now occu-

pied by Lippert's Pharmacy.

Have Come

A Long Way

Since 1871

RADIO SERVICE CO.

206 E. Main — TW 7-9276

There's been some changes made . . . this photo
ukmlmm’omdmmhnimI-non

w-nm Strest. A
P R e S S,

cmmu & Shoes Values

Qg o.p -'.’,1,

ro M e B o o Wo s ¢

"u' . ..‘
b At A A

W i e S

\VEPMAN’S

103 E. Main St. Lowell

r's
S 0es
897-7792

Tmlm-f‘, RUENHS
HOURS

Weekdays 7:30 - 5:00
Saturdays 7:00 - 3:00

‘«\ ,‘nll‘ z

4

e
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HAIRCUTTING
BEARD & MOUSTACHE

100 Yrs.

TRIMMING

Moustache Wax, Pommades
Colognes, Walers, elc.

* & %

garbiy ow.w,-..m.,w1()¢

Fallasburgj

o Ledger/Suburban Life
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The ju nction of the Flat and Grand Rivers was the site of
Nu\ird settlement in Kent County.

The first brick dwelling built in Lowell was erected by the
Rev. Mr. Malpas on Division Street.

July 1, 1871

16

25 N
Newam
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! Sunday, June 27

y 8:30 AM. — Mayor's Breakfast; Masonic Temple - Name of

| Centennial Queen to be announced; Public invited -

| tickets $1.50.

' Observance of Religious Heritage — All Churches.
11:00 AM. - 4:00 PM. — Ice Cream & Desserts Social; St.

| Mary’s Rectory Lawn.

| Picnics - Reunions, etc. - Fallasburg Park.

| Balloon Ascension - Sky Diving - Fallasburg Park

| (weather permitting).

{ Ball Game - Fallasburg Park.

l Midway at fairgrounds open thru July 5th; Children’s

rides & concessions.
8:30 PM. — Mass Choir - Area Churches; Showboat Stage

| Monday, June 28 PIONEER & SENIOR CITIZEN DAY
| Registration at Hospitality Centers; Fallasburg Park
Pavilion & VFW Hall, E. Main, Lowell.

| 12.00 - Box lunch available st Fallashurg Park at noon
(Planned for people over sixly-five).

| Recognition of Pioneer y Members.

| Awards to person with longest continuous residence
I (Lowell area). PR

| Awards to pmom-_‘ ling farthest from North -
| South - East & Wi

| Historical Homes Tours. Bus leaving Fallas-

burg Park at 2:00 P.ll & retuming to Pavilion.

Horse Shoe Pitching Contest - Fallasburg Park &
| other activities throughout the afternoon.

Tuesday, June 20 YOUTH DAY

| Participation & observation of YMCA events through- .

| out the week. (See their schedule of events).

‘ Log Sawing Contest - Fallasburg Park; Apple Bobbing

| Contest - Fallasburg Park.

! 2:00 PM. - 3:00 PM. — Two archery demonstrations -

Fallasburg Park; Gunny sack races - Penny scramble.

| - 3:00 P.M. — Tricycle races - High School track

3:30 PM. to 5:00 P.M. — First aid demonstrations; Home
Economics; House near showboat stands.

6:00 P.M. — Ball Game - Fallasburg Park. )

6:30 PM. — Youth Day Parade, Lowell. Drawing for pony -
| Showboat stage.

| Coronation of Centennial Queen - Showboat stage.

' First night of programs on showboat stage. “Battle of
! the Bands".

l Youth Dance, following.

b Ak’ T

"WELCOME TO

| FALLASBURG COVERED BRIDGE LOWELL AREA CENTENNIAL

Various Centennial Belles activities - all day informa-
tion available at VFW Hall, Hospitality Center.
‘ Demonstration of china painting & exhibit - Alice
Baver.
‘ 2:00 PM. — Tea & Fashion Show - Runciman Bldg.; “Wed-
ding Gowns, Then & Now"; “Fashions, Old & New"”,
Judging of centennial costumes.
Doll Show - little girls under 10 yrs. - Runciman Bidg.
7:00 PM. — Riding Lawn Mower Race - H.J. Track. (Cen-
tennial Belles only) - Lowell.
8:30 P.M. — “Roaring Twenties Gala - Showboat Stage”
‘ Orval Jessup - Centennial band concert featured.

Thursday, July 1  BUSINESS & INDUSTRY

Bargain Days - All refail stores.
Scavenger Hunt - 13-18 yrs. High school. Originating
VFW Hospitality Center.

1:00 - 5:00 PM. ~ Tour of Dr. Ruth Hersicks Museuin,
(Antique Glass) Open house. (Adults Only) Coffee &
cookies.

Wheel hnow Race - High school track.

5:00 PM. - ball game = Brothers of ?ml\ & boul
Bunne’ \ b
3rd Prod. “Talent Night" Showboat Stage.

Friday, July 2 ,.;

Open house - conducted tguss of local factories.
5:00 to 8:00 at High School — Senjor Varsity Chicken BBQ
2 7:00 PM. — Centennial Commeémorate Coin Auction -

Kangaroo Kourt - Main St.
Final showboat stage program; Nashvilles Grand Ole
Opry; Lonzo & Oscar & The Country Caravan.
The Lonzo & Oscar Show is one of the funniest &

most entertaining shows on the road today. They
have appemd on all the major network: television

bandno!hc“WhosWho of Grand Ole

Saturday, July 3 VETERANS & FRATERNAL
ORGANIZATION DAY

Judging - Brothers of the Brush - Showboat stage.
10:30 AM. — Auction of beards; street barbecue - 15¢ ea.
2:00 PM. — Lowell Area - Fallasburg Centennial Parade.

Largest in Lowell history.

6 area bands - Saranac Historical Color Guard (Partici-

pants in 1964 Inaugural Parade).

Following parade 2nd Pony Auction - Eberhards
Parking Lot.

A
E
‘ |
E

Traditional July 4th Homecoming
Fallasburg Arts & Crafts Show

State Wide Participation.

;’ LOWELL
| CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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This 1s the Fallasburg
Bridge as it stands to-
day . .. its beauty has
caught the attention
of camera enthusiasts
and painters alike, as
it stands stately over
the curving Flat Riv-
er...and is a land-
mark to many who
have traveled the
nndownthrouda
the years.

Bemie's
Barber Shop

Main Street
Lowell

Gooden's Shoe Repair

P bl
REe s

AR

folk jackets, flared trousers and high boots.

217 West Main, Lowell

POV Y T TR A S POTA Jet (5  S T  PR p p g

For generations, since 1892, discriminating gentlemen have been coming to Coons for the latest in clothing and haberdashery.
While we no longer stock hard collars, arm bands, silk hats and spats, BE PATIENT: they may return to fashion, as did Nor-

Chi:
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R. J. IDE, INC.

REALTOR
119 W. Main Lowell

897-9239

ﬂ& TEXACO . EXIIAT SYSTEMS * 0IL CHANGES
' L’ S ERVICE * LUBRICATIONS * BRAKE REPAIRS

® SHOCK ABSORBERS * TUNE-UPS
* FRONT END ALIGNMENTS
- BATTERIES - ACCESSORIES

Wast Main Stroet
00....00000..0.00000000..0.0“0000000.000“

Lowell-Fallashurg

Paf & Neal's

Centennial 1871-1971

gp*m*:uau-mtumu***M!#mmm**tuumauM**

. Antiques
" ko e
The Shop of Quality ]
/ O, 7 o o 3 %
Antique Clock Repair 2 J \ ¢ :
" 4 )

AR R0 INEABRERNIEIIININIIARIIY

L

Ahﬂhbhdpridcgmclongvoyvhmclﬂ
i of folks put it all together. Look what it's done for
LOWELL, which has a proud lot to “boast” about
during the 100th birthday celebration,

We firmly believe in our community and its
i future. To our friends and customers, we reaffirm our
objective: To help in every way possible to promote il

i progress ond prosperity.

FAST SERVICE
FOR BUSY PEOPLE

25 Years In The Same Location!

KEISER'S KITCHEN

Lowell, Mich. Phone 897-9945

; Hoppy birthday, everybody !

LOWELL
LIGHT & POWER

OWNED BY THE PEOPLE OF LOWELL
f“ v;,; .

o : ‘:. "
re ol A NP

%
£
i
*
|
£
£
:
:
:
-
g
g
*
:
*
:
:
:
i
|

521 W. Main St.
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W LOWELL'S FIRST WHITE SFTYLER AT,

The first white man to settle in what is now Lowell, was
an eighteen-year-old Frenchman from Detroit, by the name

of Daniel Marsac ( ue). He was tall, straight, altletic

and well liked by the In fact, he fitst made his home
with Chief W . He came through the wilderness by
Indian trail in 1829, He carried on a fair trade with the Indi
ans, but it wasn’t until the spring of 1831 that he built a small
Iogabimndinzm!,anﬁumthbmkofc river, di-
rectly opposite where Flat river empties into the Grand, There
the Indians would exchange fur pelts, berries, and maple sug-
ar, for cloth, beads, ammunition, lu‘whwy

Marsac married a beautiful Indian girl, Jenute, according
to the ceremonies of the Ottawa tribe. She was a true and
loving wife, and had one daughter, Marie. When the child was
five years old Marsac insisted that she be sent to his relatives
in Detroit to be educated. This nearly broke Jenute’s heart.
Nevertheless, the husband took Marie away, but in a short
time the child was taken ill and died.

When the white settlers began coming into the Grand Riv-
er valley Marsac became ashamed of his squaw, so he went to
Detroit and married a French woman by the name of Colette
Beaufait, and brought her back to his trading post. This was
too much for Jenute and she died soon after.

Obviously Marsac lost the respect and trade of the local
tribe, so he turned his attention to farming. He sold or trad-
¢d his land on the south side of Grand river, and bourn an

ty-acte plot on the north side of the river, east of Flat,
ere he later platted a portion of it and called it Dansville.
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The 01d Skating Rink

The fad of 1884 was for old and to gather at the
M&Mm?ﬁﬂlwiwpoﬁmhu
an 0 1 1 ﬂOOl,
while an un orchestra plyed i the spectators looked **
down from the gallery above, ¥l rink was financed
S p— : & O3 Velr e st A0 fho s the compeny d
s AN A NITNAS TS AS AN A N TN TR IS ZINENDS i re stores, AX i
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plcture circa 1937

C. ‘E.” KISOR. .
————=8TANDARD=—/———

RANITE ano MARBLE WORK

HOME OFFICE AND WORKS AT LOWELL, MICH.

fmpotters of Scotch Granite and Italian Marble, —
= _Dealers in American Marble and Granite'

Cemetery work erveied In every part of the country, Estimates given on any hind of Cemetery work.

t The Price
GRANDPA
Paid

Cents A Mug

ad from 1893 Granite Works

LOWELL GRANITE CO. Yl onn  toweiiany

. Coupon vl
% ‘.'“ uts l. '. :“ -‘-'_-'- : . : ! ' e -

10 FT. SECTION
- 2 RAILS AND 1 POST  ONLY

LUMBER and BUILDING

SUPPLIES CENTER

Ledger/Suburban Life July 1, 1971

&> FANTASTIC

FENCE SALE!
RUSTIC SPLIT RAIL

Rustic split rail design is pleasingly simple, sur-
prisingly inexpensive and harmonizes well with
gither traditional or contemporary homes.
Handsome 10’ long red cedar rails install quickly
and weather beautifully. Gates, end, corner posts
and other accessories are also available at your

Wickes center. HEAVY DUTY

.05

Here's the ideal fence for any
"keeg ‘em in or out” purpose
... children, pets or just plain
rivacy. This chain link fence
is thoroughly galvanized for
durability, long life and easy
maintenance —nothing to re-
place, no sa{ﬁ;ing, no yearly

one Wickes for

| painting. Tele
INSTALLED! a free, no 'ogli ation . estimate,
MINIMUM ORDER 100 FEET

REDWOOD BASHETWEAVE

?ictt.:‘re ty’gur hom% surrounded
in the beauty and privacy of White C -
redwood fencing. Machine m rts o b oo
woven for consistent quality.

14 1

GATES & POSTS AT EXTRA COST

Gates & terminal posts extra.

sections.

6 FT. 6'x 8 SECTION

18* > 19.97

GATES & POSTS AT EXTRA COST

AVAILABLE AT KENTWOOD CENTER ONL
2929 WOODCLIFF, S.E.

{Across from Woodland Mall)

949-7070

Mon. and Fri. 9 A. M. to B P. M, — Tues. - Wed. - Thers.
9 AM te 5:30 PLM San. 8 AM. te 4 P.M.

Constructed or Micnigan

ing beauty, privacy and pro-
tection. 6 high by 8 long

CREDIT AVAILABLE - INSTALLATION SERVICE
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o] AS ADVERTISED ON

-

|
| Thank you!
!
| Without the help JULY 5, 1871
| otio Y Peot 40 Acres in Vergennes, one
' it would have been mile from Lowell. Partly im-
impossible for us proved. Excellent land for
| here at the Ledger fruit. Price $30 an acre.
| to come up with 4 4 e
| all the data neces- Aong 3 Village lots on Monroe
l sary to make this 0 - 1§ Street, containing a good
| publication possi- f house andout buildings. Well
' 5 supplied with fruit and shrub-
s, Toallu!ho 4 bery. Price $900. Will exchange
| contributed in for & good teem, wagon and
| any way, | extend harness, as part payment.
'; mi si sae
| Wanted — Agents ($20 per
: o s , v day) to sell the celebrated
’f Joseph ramboise murdered ottawattam Home Shuttie Sewing ma-
E uFMm., o Sy b chine. Has the under feed,
[ """m'“""" La Framboise maintained Kent County's makes fock stitch, and is fully
I i mm""ﬁ”'”""""‘w“'”"”‘ Rob- Jicensed. The best and cheap-
. —— badialc S5 est family sewing machine on
the market. Johnson, Clark &
Co., Boston, Mass.

Ribbed Hose, 10c pair at

Lowell’s first school was a primitive log hut, erected on

the west side of the Flat river in April, 1838, near the site of : /
LOWELL CITY HALL, DEDICATED 1910

|
the present Light and Power plant.

l

f Those in picture, Jeft to t are, D. G. LOOK, W. S, WINEGAR, J. A. MAIIH N, A H. PECKHAM, z o
8 E. D. McQUEEN, H. J, TAYLOR, R. E. SPRINGETT, T. A. MURPHY, F. ) Ve VIAHON and CHRIS. Devendorf and Blain's.

Lowell’s first school teacher was Caroline Baird, who begen :

[l instruction in 1838. BERGIN, village president.

¢

R were not just masses of gray ; 3

i Pepper. % wertmmsaoten  Vjllage Blacksmith Ver Sluis

3 beings who led lives as rich _ The new convert then went

| A. McMIL.L.AN, He; CS  and ut vuied w our own. “Lowell eople sy (0 g0 tg mention just ocinch | Landiscape Servics

| wee——DEALER IN—— MT&% lmtl;l;‘: e:qm just as &e do, .;3 m in- peuce in ll:: Lowell l@dger,aul:g- m:tzrdn'f;lpﬁﬁ l:éf :hlg,ed Complete Designing, Residen-
| to us to be nothing more cidents happened to them just  proved it by printing a testi-  id equally as well for her. We | tial, Commercial, Industrial,
| GRUGERIES AND PROV[S[UNQ s g e PR i Tus - bt planat i il s ooty i

| . A case 1n point is fvuid in 0 them to anyone suffering trom onstruction.

w \ ), uwSmtm‘?honfuu;:‘h:: the October 10, 1905 issue of The time was 1906, long kidney trouble or backache.” | gag7 \/ergennes, Ada.

v BUYBI' aﬂd Shipper Of A” Kinds Or Pmduce recentlyuﬁfty‘zugo 21;?w§rmam@mt geal;o:utth&e m(::;” U\C‘. 2mc note ?;;((iiedu?gcr eaziA
’ t ’ an s

- . of no lasting importance, this same. bscribers could t
| LYON BLOCK L 55-year-old new?story turns “Many people never sus- ;lg next oaum_m.:rn:' nfxt
| : - OWELL, MICH. SULLIVAN |, :cisgfomuesputite ot s s i il cotmanay ot
o WY S A & awam reality. warned. “If sufferings from a ighbor. Y
; J. L. KOPF. | G. KOPF,Jr. : WELL DRILLING 2 “Asc:‘]mdtofhispepperm - l&r:ywmkg“whmg_t: ll:lack nng:ﬂ“m with at least three COSh
1 . ing several young men wi it is only a mus- drugstoresmtown.thecmn- id for standing timber
| HPFET BEROS, . brdsostachrionte  cular weakoes, o itiswithal  peuton o theraderscye | U gt 00
, i <2 t‘:,canmofhu wefidagtm ' momgymptomx of kidney  was a little bit keen. St. Join's
. ergennes township last spring, =
| FUHNITURE FU RNITUHE FURNITURE ".' st“u[ ~ " Samule VandenBroeck was Fortunately, there were no Hardwood Ce.
I e . convicted of assault and bat- pictures of rapidly-dissolving Wikie
| J. Swiger, Lowell  897:7629  tery in the circuit court yes- pills, of hammers hitting nerve St Joha's, Mich. 48579
|l FUNERAL FURNISHINGS G. Seese, Clarksille OW 32103 Wﬁmum xmm?gfm“dwmmk e
| BANK BLOCK, EAST SIDE. LOWELL, MICH. st for conviction on the charge hours. Dennis LaBar 224-4107
. ¥ SNy L _ g of assault with intent to do But fear was struck in read-
great bodily harm, but the ers’ hearts when the article an-
jury made it simple assault nounced that “you must cure e

Dr E. D. McQUEEN, V. S,,
s o) 1Bl i hBion GreduatefO tario Veterinary College, Toronto Ont,
2 Eiverg, Eeed and Salse rasars aus mtases ur
— STABLE. EORSES, CATTLE, ECT.
«  Newly Fitted With the Finest Line of Horses, Car. | Orders by mall or telegraph will recsive prompt attention.
riages, Cutters, Etc, First-cla's Rigs ITospital for Lame and Diseased
Iorses.

at All Hours on Shert Notice.
Boarders will rveetve the best of oare and att ntion.

LOWELL, -

e e ESEeER] MR A

Can be acen ot all bours If ot profossionally sogaged.
MICHIGAN.

Outdoor Living Is Fun

. sspacially when you can have
m“uwm
you're used to, The Destrollet dry
sanitary tollet provides one of
those conveniences in & small seif-
contained peckage that's perfect
for installation In any remots lo-
cation. Because it is self-contained
it does not require costly septic
systems, plumbing or holding
tanks . . . it is this festure thet
makes it s0 populer with outdoor

people,

Enjoy outdoor living . . . but nc
the inconveniences . . . install o
Destroilet, the dry sanitary tollet
that provides “at home'’ comfort
and convenience anywhere, w‘

lndoorComfortud -

R e
L RPN Y e, T

Ask about our

dry sanitary toilet

@Ol S5

. Fulton Ave., Lowell Pluo 897-9348

GAS SERVICE
—for any home located
beyond the reach of
city ‘gas maing

Propane
Gas?:..-.

Forest Hills
Septic Tank
Service
949-8143

Owner Mike Fuller

and battery—perhaps with
some feeling that Vanden-
Broeck was not a whole lot to
blame.

“Sentence was not
a stay of proceedings for two
weeks being granted.”

Even the most unimagina-
tive mind today can fill in the
complete details of this brief
report and arrive at a richer
view of past life.

Need A Second Car?

For Good Buys
Stop At
Your Neighborhood Used Car Dealer

Dykhouse & Buys

6915 Cascade Road 949-1620

| R
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these troubles or they lead to
diabetes or Bright’s disease”

Naturally, “the best remedy
to use is Doan’s Kidney Pills.”

A local blacksmith, who re-
sided near the Methodist Chur-
ch, had this to say about the
little pills:

“I was shoeing a horse some
time ago. He jerked and tore a
round considerable, and the re-
sult was | strained my back, |
was not laid up from it entire-
ly, but I might as well have
been for I went about my work
in great misery and I turned
away some customers.”

A pretty bleak picture, and
no doubt, all Ledger readers
were absorbing every word to
see how the problem would be
resolved.

“Just when I was suffering
the worst,” the blacksmith
went on to state, “‘I noticed
Doan’s Kidney Pills advertised
and got a box at W. S. Wine-
gar’s drug store.

“] took them about a week
when I noticed the pain in my

“I followed the treatment
up with another box and to
make a good permanent cure,

gouthxrd.lt made a com-

ILA'S - |
ECORATIN
Service
Papering & Painting
SEE MY LINE OF
WALLPAPER BOOKS
AND PAINTS
CALL: 676-4656

M3l ADA  Jim Vincest, Proprictor  Phone 67¢-0618

®BATTERIES © LUBRICATING
L O TIRES ® OIL CHANGES
.
A e i TS
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Celebration Plans Take Shape: N

The Lowell Area Fallasburg Covered Bridge Centennial com-

mittee anounces that house-to-house get-acquainted calls will be
made on Monday, March 15, : TN O
Literature on the program for the celebration will be dis- N
:r;buted and those interested in Lowell area growth will be urg- - \ i
to voluntee: their services as well as purchase Centennial : i
Lo for girls who know :
Definite plans have been drawn up for the week of the cele- the name of the game ;
bration, June 27 — July 3, and the following special days will
be observed: Sunday — Religious Heritage Day; Monday — Pion-
eer and Senior Citizen Day; Tuesday — Young America Day;
Wednesday — Belles Day; Thursday — Business Progress Day;
Friday — Community Day; Saturday — Military, Veterans and
Fraternal Day.
Saturday will also be reserved as “rain-out” day to play any
scheduled performance that has to be postponed because of
weather conditions.

The Walker Tavern, a stage coach stop on the old highway
from Grand F'»pids to Detroit, was built north of Lowell in
1837 by Eliba Walker.

MR

At the turn of the century, Mosely, in Grattan Township,
was a “big” shipping center, boasting several houses, a lodge
hall, storage buildings, a passenger depot, an elevator, office
building, blacksmith shop, general store—and a saloon.

DORIS MYERS'
BEAUTY SALON

LOWELL

LOWELL LEDGER-SUBURBAN LIFE
Serving Lowell, the Forest Hills srea, Alio, and esstern Kent

County, and western lonia counties.
Published every Thursday by the Ledger Publishing Co., 105 N. 897-7981
m-;:m. Lowell, Second Class postage paid at Lowell, Michigan g
: tﬁmnmumﬂhlﬂ.“nﬂhw ,
in Kent and lonia Counties; $5 elsewhere. 1l
Phone (616) 897.9261
& Lowell-Fallasburg
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true color, Smashing in mix-and-match
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B. Jamaica Shorts, 8 to 20, $5.95
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1901 OLDSMOBILE -

Jackson Dodge Cars & Trucks

| For Your Best Automotive Buy See
| One Of Your Lowell Car Dealers
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REMEDY

| WITH FAMOUS DUPONT NYLON

| CARRIAGE WILL CARPET YOUR
| *LIVING ROOM
*DINING ROOM
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~ REGARDLESS OF SIZ8

4129

FREE, ESTIMATES IN THE MOME. ABSOLUTELY NO OBLIGATIONS.

| TEsT
WALK

Up to 252 square feet of car-
peting expertly installed with
-~ Pad and packless installation
¥ strips ¥ included. Absolu-
toly no extras! Selection of
colors to choose.

¥

245-8693

759-8584

Call Right Now!

FIRST CALLS — FIRST SERVED
(Toll Calls — CALL COLLECT!)

_ OUTLETS SERVING YOU THROUGHOUT MICHIGAN
: Grond Rapids @ Jockion » Muskegon @ Seainuw
Lansing @ Hollend
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OMdest Landmark

The first grist mill built in 1847, located on the east bank
of Flat river, south side of Main street at end of the bridge,
marks Lowell’s oldest landmark. Cyprian S. Hooker, a mill-
wright by trade, looked at the proposition of building the
mill as nothing difficult for him to undertake. He bought
nine acres of land on the east bank of Flat river of Daniel
Marsac. The next in order was the water power which was
granted by the government. 1

All the material for this building was rafted down Flat
river from Kiddville. John S., son of C. S. Hooker, a boy of
16, with the help of Indians did the rafting. By the time the
lumber was on the ground the race was finished and things

began to move.
On the morning of July 4, 1848, 83 years ago, the first
grist was ground.,
; What changes have taken place since then!
If the old Quaker poet could only look back and cast his

mild eye on progress’ hot track from the oxen that were to
the autos that be: O, weeping Jersualem! What he would see!

Lowell’s First Auto

The first auto in Lowell was built and driven by Carl E.

English, in the year 1900.
It was a two-cylinder air-cooled affair. The Lowell Cutter

Company built the regular surrey body. The wheels were 30-
inch solid rubber tire, The frame was made of 2-inch angle
iron, 1/8 inch thick. The two-cylinder gas engine was 2% in.
bore and six-inch stroke, usually fired with a hot tube for
each cylinder, because electric ignition was not dependable
at that time. The power was transmitted to the wheels from

a friction clutch and jack shaft by sprocket wheels and
chain, one speed ahead, ten or twelve miles per hour. To

back up, the engine would reverse.
Well do the old-timers remember when this horseless car-

riage was driven on our streets, More than one of the many
friends of Mr. English would say, “I'll never ride in that con-
traption,” but on assurance by Mr. English would jump right
in.

This new carriage did not long survive the casualties it
caused, Horses ran away, buggies were wrecked, R. Van
Dyke’s delivery horse ran away and many others After Mr,
English had paid John Mills several repair bills he decided to
abandon the use of the auto for the time being.

Thus Lowell’s first auto became history. Many of us, how-
ever, have not forgotten the thrill of riding in Lowell's first

.-« horseless carriage. &

to Dine with you at

THE

[eyee restavrant

119 E. Main St., Lowell, Michigen

|
Superior
Furniture Co.

318 E. Main Street, Lowell

Valley Vista Village

897-9620
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‘EL DORADO

Quality Camper Manufacturers)

(One Of The Nation's Largest

Mini Motor Homes And Campers
In Stock

Immediate Delivery 5 Year Financing

S\\b‘(3 19’ Mini Motor Home f’f i Ce
Self Contained
In Stock NOwW

JACK KELLER

That Great Great Guy

Grand Rapids
OPEN MON., WED. & 206 Jefferson S.E.
THURS. ,TILL 9 P.M. | | Phone 458-3435
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- o= o g ST v WG, v a it First row, left to right: EllisFaulkner, Harold Force,
y : B Andrew Chappin, Will Murphy, Orville Austin, James
. Needham, Will Morse.
Second row, left to right: Grace Newton, Winnie
Fero, Della Hatch, Oneita Spring, Katie McMahan,

' Bio  Mattie Packard, Martha Perry, Lelia Farland.
- 0 - Third row, left to right: Mary Rausford, Mattie Thom-

pson, Mammie Walsh, Cora Adams Livingston, Ger-
tie Fallass , Hattie Wilson, Maude Livingston, Louise
Barber.

Fourth row, left to right: Orland Odell, Maude Har-
ris, Clara Walker, Linny Achason, Cora Lee, Carrie
Brannon, LaVanch More, Kattie Clark Maud Rans-
ford, U. B. Williams, Earl Hunter.

Fifth row, left to right: Geo Sereny, Fannie Brannan,
Winnie Painter, Katie Murphy, Mannie Obrian, Net-
tie Curr, Nellie Pearshall, Ray Godfrey, Mattie New-
caln,
25 Sixth row, left to right: Rose Lockwood, Sophia Gott,
o Bernice Crakes, Winnie Lee, Lillian Carter, Léna Pay-
ne, Maude Giles, Minnie Blaskie, Winnie \Vnghl Flo-
~ ! rence Wright.
Seventh row, left to right: C. S. Larsalene, Claude Cop-
" pens, Earnest McCarthy, George Hunter, Dee Crum,
¥ 5" = ‘*lae Crakes, Albert Blanding, Will Clark.
BTy > Eighth row, left to right: Harley Maynard, Will Nor-
'4 ris, Floyd Parrott, Geo. Craw, Ed Stafford, Clare Al-
,., then, Geo. Headworth, Ed Kenney, Roy McDeir-
maid, Melville McPhersom.
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And, She’s
first hat Still
b\
X . . : I '
g ~ . e . : ¢ 69 Yyears ago ) in Business

N

Hazels Hat Shop

213 or 215 W, Main, Lowel
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e -.‘.__..‘. 4;,,;_:;{_3_1‘, LA ":,.,;_Ti ,.,‘,._“ BRL A S

Paul Kellogg Vinegar Co.

166 So, Broadway Street

The above group picture of Lowell's seven sur-
viving Civil War veterans was taken by Mr, V.
E. Ashley on May 29, 1931, following patriotic
services held in the Central school building. ~
Reading from left to right they are as follows: ’

Merritt Sayles, 84, Co. C, 11th Mich. Cavalry.

Robert Cheyne, 83, Co. D, 16th Mich,

A. W. Knee, 86, Co, I; 44th Indiana Infafitry.

Edwin Fallas, 86, Co. F, 6th Mich. Cavalry.

< R. B. Boylan, 52, Co’.\A. 22nd Michigan Infantry,

® Fred Rogers, 82, Co. H, 10th Michigan Cavalry.
Lee Edson, 83, Co. F, 15th N. Y. Enginers.

When the Civil War started 70 years ago these

boys were in their early 'teens, their ages ranging

from 12 to 16 years, Letus never forget the sac-

rifice made by “The Boys in Blue” for the preser-

vation of the Union. Let heir memory be en-

shrined forever in the hearts of a grateful people.

—From Lowell Ledger June 11, 1931

"t'iititi'ﬁt'.ii'ii*ttti'" .

Don t Just Slt There

Toke Her Bow|mg

AMERlOA_N LEGION
BOWLING LANES

805 E. Main S, Lowew. 897-7566
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EXTRA DINING CAR MINCEMEAT
KELLOGG MINCEMEAT
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EXTRA DINING CAR RED & WHITE CIDER VINEGAR
KELLOGG RED & WHITE WINE VINEGAR
EXTRA DINING CAR RED & WHITE WINE VINEGAR

l___—m RED & WHITE WINE VINEGAR

Thursdays—1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
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This report of necessity is very brief, many omissions
will be made, credit may be given where credit is not due,
however, in the few lines available we ask you to be char-
it::ablle for comments are to the best of my knowledge fac-

Much has already been said previously in this issue on
Fallasburg, suffice it is to say that in the 1840"s Fallasburg
was a community of 140 plus, with a distillary, stores, a
hotel, blacksmith shops, manufacturers and church facil-
ities. hmammgofhwmuﬁonmnddodun-
der the direction of Prof. A. Slayton and his wife, Mar-
jorie McPherson Slayton.

However, when the white pine were harvested in Mont-
calm County and the railroad came into Lowell, the town
rr;sdead.mdtheprirmmthnofthemmunitymn
elt,

The people of the Vergennes and Keene Township areas
still consider the “burg” as a community center and the
4th of July celebrations and other festivities were the
community centers for the area. Further, the “knock
down, dm{'out" fights between the rivermen , the Con-
dons, the VandenBroecks and their supporters were things
of community folklore. The Condons and Vanden-
Broecks always won.

In the area surrounding Fallasburg, there were many in-
teresting people. Dr. Rogers, third settler, cared for hors-
es and livestock as a veterinary.

Things of long time interest were such items as floating
the logs down the river and the sawing of the lumber to
make such houses as the Tom Condon house and other
buildings, still standing are of interest. The names
such as Onan, VandenBroeck, Lynd, Esterley, Godfrey,
Richmond, Ford, Westbrook, Sayles, Converse, Condon.
Covert, and Wright are still well remembered. Some
such as Condon, Richmond, Wright, Biggs are still a
strength to the community.

The community of Alton also was a thriving center in
the 1840’s up to the 1880’s with its flour mill, paint
shops, blacksmith shops, dress shop, with uver 150 peuple
adjacent to it. Today, only the Alton Bible Church built
in 1867 stands as a memorial of the thriving commun-
ity. This also was killed by the railroad passing a mile
away. Storekeeper Keech moved his store somewhat
north to the new railroad communitv of Moslev.

Here were Whites, Hapemans, Murrays, Kings, Fords,
Churches, Weeks, Andrews, Rings, W! and
others who contributed greatly to the life of the area.
Schools were built that did an outstanding job of edu-
cating the children of the areas and three schools are
still standing—that were built in the 1860’s—The Mc-
Phersor. “chool, on the west side of Vergennes, the Al-
ton School and the Watters School. '

The area near Lowell was settled in the 1830's with

Robinsons, Kings, Lees, Foxes, Hodges, McCabes, Dan-
iels, who are remembered only by stu the tomb-
stones in the cemetery near Lowell. Hodges

was the first settler in that area and he and his family
were prominent for many years.

The Walker Tavern, on what is now Vergennes Street,
was a stage coach stop, community center and town
hall. Joel Walker, the son of Elias Walker was super-
visor of Vergennes Township for many years. On Bur-

mwssuee(wantﬂunentmmlnﬁ;wndm
Burrough’s Flour Mill. This Burroughs had a son, who
later became the founder of the Burroughs Machine Co.

Nexttotlﬁsm.wlgwppmvidmucmu-
nity which established a Methodist society and church.
The church, which is still standing, strong and vig-
orous was built on land donated by Smith Bailey,
mfnhcrofthcmwhnxd\mdnhmm.

Bailey. The first church services were held in
1843 in the Anthony Yerkes house; later in the school
houses of Yerkes and Bailey.

Anthony Yerkes was the father of Silas Yerkes. a
major in the Union Army, who was lost in the Civil
War. Silas Yerkes was the first t ip resident to

i to state office. chos-
- 1:7“ Dl 10 8 o o & membet oF the frst
ta ) ture.

A tofﬁcew-mfamyymhﬁuwm
oromaox.ow. A portion of this building is still
in use as a residence on the Adelbert Odell farm and
is beautifully preserved.

Names in the community such as Yerkes, Fulling-
ton, Bailey, Kerr, Lyons, VanDusen, Hiler, Fairchild,
Anderson, Man, McLesn, Fero, Wynn,
Krum, Nash, Hoag, Dickson, Miller, Wells, and Merri-
man represent a portion of the community which
built the Vergennes Church. Many of these same
people’s descendants are still active in the church. §

We would be greatly amiss if in a historical ac-
count of Vergennes T we did not mention
the outstanding group of Irish immigrants who set-
tled the NW 1/3 of Vergennes Township. These
peoﬁleclnm{thohnd.buﬂtmmmd
their families and scattered out to help make this
country a good place in which to live.

these

V«mkhu i
Downs, Bymes, MciMahous, Muiphiys, Suaniags, D
fys, Caseys, McDonalds, McGees, and the Lalleys.

These are the people who made Vergennes. The
cemetaries have over 200 men who gave their lives
that this country might live. Others such as Me
B. McPherson literally gave their lives that there
State might be strong.

Mr. McPherson was Su , Tax Commission
Chairman, State Planniig Commission Chairman,
member Michigan State Board, and a candidate for
?ovunuinlm.hpuinaitbmyvhcn ey
erring to this Centennial it is necessary to mention |
that to Harold McKinley, head of the
Kent County Road Commission in the 1920’s, Mr.
McPherson made possible Fallasburg Park and oth-
er parks, without which there would be no centen-
nial of Fallasburg Bridge.

Other Vergennes peop!
are Edwin D. Mueller, County Road Commissioner
who continued to press for the development of Faly
lasburg. His son, the late George Mueller, County *
Superintendent of Parks, deserves great credit for
Fallasburg and other parks being the great units
they are today.

le who must be mentioneog™ 8

Fallashurg Was A Community. . .

Township Supervisor and
township official for 52 years must not be forgot-
ten for his dedicated support to the park and Com-

Fred Roth, Vi

munity.

In giving credit in this celebration we must
not forget the County Road Commissioners of the
1920’s—Henry Johnson, Warren Townsend, Burt
Randall, William Joyce, and Edwin Owen whose wis-
dom accepted the ldmmohg;kk
presented by Linas , dedicated
tendent for many years.

This is a resume of the Vergennes Area, its growth
and its We apologize to those we have un-
wittingly omitted and are delighted we have been
able to contribute to this report of old Vergennes.

Also credit must be given to Norton L. Avery who
for many years has presented Fallasburg and its beau-
ties to the Mid-west through his pho ic abil-
ities, and to Leonora Tower who as
West Central Historical Society, has br: ught

this Centennial Celebration into being.

Special t is here by made to Direc-
tor Jan Johnson who made this publication possible,

v —

m—

—

Extra Copies of this Centennial
issue are being sold at The Ledger
Office — Why not pick one up and
mail it %o your friends . . .

SPECIAL
DURING CENTENNIAL WEEK
LEDGER-SUBURBAN LIFE
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Rog. $4.00/year, Now $3.50/year

Congratulatiofis on the Centennial Celebration
Harold F, Jefferies, Publisher
Carol Lawrence, Editor
Jan Johnson - George Routsaw, Advertising
Maggie MacNaughton, Typesetter
Brooke Johnson, Photographer
Mary Jo Warnet,
wJMarie Smith, Office Stafr_/
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