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WHA' HOPPENED TO SUMMER? That appears to be what little Dolly Gerard is
asking herself as she sticks a wary foot into the water st the King Memorial Pool in
Lowell. It's barely been warm enough to mow the lawn, let alone go swimming!

Pick Wayland Manager
to Fill Lowell Post
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Transfer of nine parcels of land to dif-
ferent school districts was approved last
week in 4 joint meeting of Intermediate
boards from Kent and lonia counties, held
at Lowell High School,

Lowell acquired property owned by
Cleo Hull from th: Forest Hills district as
of an agreement to realign boundaries
tween the two districts, Hull had request-

ed the transfer.

Forest Hills acquired seven s of
Do R X Ly 1), Roget

nn, two parcels),
Faulkner, Dr. Ned Jones f::rd John'S
enson. All are located west of the boun-

dary.
belonging to Mrs, Gerald Snider

wag erred to Caledonia from Lowell
to complete an earlier transfer of land be- -
tween the two districts. N A

The combined intermediate boards de-
nied a request that a parcel of land belong-
ing to Richard Corl, located on Freeport
Road south of M-50, be transferred to the
Lakewood district from Lowell.

Lowell officials had contested the trans-
fer on the basis that no agreement Las
been reached for realignment of boundar-
iés with Lakewood, It i:’&hnndmn dis-
gmdomontlwmtm start in the near
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well boyud of education by

Carl Hagen. Among other items of busi-

ness, the board heard that partial
are onﬂnhuun;‘:i‘:enmn-
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PROBE ACCIDENT - Kent County Sheriff's officers

Appokrumleg! otl'l Bhr}nc E. BAacon ul%ity
manager for Lowell, effective August 18,
has been approved by the city council.

Bacon was one of several candidates
screened for the position left vacant by the
resignation of Bernard C. Olson, who
served as city manager since 1960 when
Lowell changed from village status.

The 45-year-old administrator has serv-
ed for the past 24 years as city manager
and city clerk for Wayland in Allegan
County.

Bacon expects to spend some time in
Lowell l‘unim‘rhlng 'p'ehumelf with city op-
erations before actually taking over the
manager’s position,

He said he plans to move his family here
as soon as housing accommodations can be
arranged. He is in need of a three or four
bedroom rental unit.

Bacon said he is “looking forward to as-
::nn’tioa of my duties in the City of Low-

“I'm u'r.en that a community, w:\hich {?\'e
37 years will support a project such as
Showboat, has the necessary spirit and ini-
ative to meet the challenge facing urban so-
ciety today.”

Bacon wudbun l‘;e Cle;lehnd, but has

much of his life in Western n.

: ol n w

during World War .

Bacon first became associated with gov-
ernment work in 1951 following five years
of sales work in Cleveland. He started with
the Allegan County Road Commission as a
laborer and advanced to engineering assist-
ant.

In 1956 he became ore
for the city of Otsego and from 1959 to
1967 held the position as city clerk for the
same community, He also served as city
engineer and city assessor.

Bacon severed ties with Otsego in 1967
to become the first city manager of the
then newly-incorporated city of Wayland.

He has been active in community life,
a8 a deacon for the Congregational

Church in both Otsego and Wayland, as
secretary-treasurer for Otsego Lions Club
and as ent-glect of the Wayland Lions
Club. He'is a member of Fraternal Order
of Eagles and the Veterans of Foreign Wars
and belongs to the International City Man-
agers Association and to the Michigan Mu-
nicipal Clerks Association.

Bacon and his wife, Florence, have five
children. The eldest is son Scott, 24, who
isemployed in Kalamazoo. A daughter,
Mary, 18, is a recent te of Wayland
High School. The other children are Eliza-
beth, 16, Barbara, 14, and Lyndon, 4.
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Ada's'Sculpture’ Given Final Resting Place
BY SHIRLEY DYGERT Some young people think that there is “I think its going to turn out all right, across the ocean,” chimed in a friend.

A thing of beauty is a joy forever,

Those that feel the gift donated to Ada
Township by a citizens committee is beau-
tiful, may now continue to gaze upon it at
length. Those that don't care about it, can
ignore it.

Ada Township board members accepted
the gift . . . a propellor from the Ada
... on the condition that it be moved from
in front of the township hall to the ball
park and placed next to the covered bridge.

In this location, it wili be considered an
historical piece and art lovers may paint
and photograph it as they do scenes of the
area and the bridge.

Tourist will have to go a little out of
their way to find it, but it will be available
to picnickers and ball game fanatics.

As was the case in Grand Rapids, con-
troversy over an art gift to the municipal
government brought varied comments from
members of the governing body as well as
private citizens.

Jack Smith, who represented the com-
mittee making the gift, said he felt the de-
sign of the impeller was of high caliber,
that it had performed its service well, and
had aided in giving light to the very build-
ing in which the township officials conduet
business. .

Union Bank officials think so highly of
the project they have offered to participate
in the dedication ceremonies and to fur-
nish a light lunch beforehand, just as they
did at the time of the Calder stabile dedi-
cation in Grand Rapids.

Since the ceremonies in Ada will take
place on the 4th of July, the bank will be-

gin serving free hot dogs and red pop on its
parking lot at 10:30 a.m.

The Fourth of July Parade will form
across the street from the bank and will be-
gin at 12:00 noon. Paraders will march to
the' ball park grounds where the dedication
ceremonies will take place. :

N
music for the dedication. A

A committee to name the “sculpture”
has turned over its responsibilities to the
Township board. Interested citizens are
asked to suggest names with a prize going
to the person whose title is selected.

Some donations have been received, but
more help is asked by the committee. A
pedestal of concrete is needed and a mark-
er recording the history of the impeller
will have to be made. Money may be turn-
ed into the Union Bank branch in Ada,
where an art fund has been established by
early donors.

A number of people were disappointed
that the five-ton metal sculpture was not
allowed to remain outside of the township
building.

“] really wish they had left it there,”
said one man, “after it is painted and rais-
ed up in the air, it should be impressive.
Any town can have a cannon, but I thought
we had something different for Ada.”

A woman, who said that she had been a
little skeptical at first, admitted:

“Actually, I rather liked it when | saw it
up close. It has clean lines and a feeling of
strength, Maybe we could make Ada an art
center, Certainly today you don't have to
be told what to like or not like, but we
could begin with this.”

nothing wrong with the ‘sculpture.’ One
boy said that he thought that Ada should
do something on its own and not try to

but | wish that we had used local talent,"”
said a teen-ager on a bike.

At least we didn't have to hauk it all

“If it did nothing else, it caused a lot of
blood pressure to go up,” declared one Ada
father, “and [ think that's what this
sleepy village needs every once in awhile.”

copy Grand Rapids.

REUNION OF NAMESAKES — Jan Nikolass,

aged two, meets his grandfather,

bearing the same name, for the first time, The elder Nikolaas is visiting the area en
routs to his home in The Netherlands. He has been on a trip around the world, is

- spending several months here.

{
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Namesake on
World Trip

Young Jan Nikolaas, niged two, finally
has met the grandfather for whom he was
named.

Last month Jan Nikolaas of Groningen,
The Nethetlands, arrived in Ada for a six-
month visit with his son, Hans; daughter-
in-law, Kay, and grandson, Jan, who reside
at 6325 E. Fulton.

On October 23, 19€8, the senior Niko-
laas left the Netherlands, where he had just
retired, and traveled around the world, go-
ing east on the first leg of “A Sentimental
Journey.” His tour included Italy, Egypt,
Nationalist China, and Thailand.

Arriving in Australia, he was greeted by
his daughter who now lives in that part of
the world. He visited with her for six
months before once again moving on.

Prior to arriving on the United States'
mainland, Mr. Nikolaas stopped briefly in
Honolulu, Before returning to Amster-
dam, he intends to tour London, England.

Grandpa Nikolaas expects to make his
visit here a full one as he becomes ac-
quainted with his grandson and reacquaint-
ed with the rest of his American family.

Earn Spot in ‘Search’ Finals

Two acts from the Lowell area have ad-
vanced to the finals of the annual Lowell
Showboat Talent Search, scheduled for
July 12 on the deck stage of the famed
Flat River side-wheeler.

A total of 75 acts from all over Michi-
gan participated in auditions held Jast
week, with 30 surviving acts making it in-
to the finals.

Included is the team of Carol Briggs and
Larry Wittenbach of Lowell and a country
and western band entered by Sandra Prater
of 2956 Segwum in rural Lowell.
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are investigating this accident in which two persons were injured, neither

Mrs, Briggs sand “Both Sides Now”
with Wittenbach accompanying her on the
guitar. From the 30 acts, six will survive
the finals and perform, one each night,
during the 1969 run of Showboat.

Tickets went on sale over the weekend
at the Main Street booth in Lowell and at
other ticket agencies throughout the area.
All seats are reserved and are at 83,
$2 and §1 for Moaday, Tuesday and Wed-
nesday evenings (July 21-22-23) and at $4,
$3 and $2 for concluding nights of Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday (Ju'y 24-25-26).

vy

seriously, on “Accident Alley’ Monday morning. This was the scene at M-21 and Alta Dale, west of Ada. (See page 2)

TOOT! A long list of judges has been se-
lected to sit in on the Talent Search finals,
which begin at 8 p.m. on July 12. Admis-
sion is available at the gate at $1 per per-
son.

Scheduled to appear and judge the tal-
ent are Dave Compton of WZZM-TV; Dick
Tillstrom, public affairs director for WOOD;
Harold Payne, station manager for WGRD;
owner Monroe MacPherson of WION; Skip
Knight, a DJ for WTRU, Muskegon; Sue
Adams on WKZO-TV; Showboat music di-
rector Gerrit Lamain and Gordon Gould,
who returns as interlocutor for the mid-
summer extravaganza.

Bill Merchant of WZZM will serve as em-
cee of the finals.
LB 3

TOOT! The new Alden Nash, which pro-
vides direct access between Lowell and the
1-96 Freeway, will become “*Showboat
Highway" in ribbon-cutting ceremonies
next Wednesday (July 2) that will mark the
official opening of the all-weather road.
The name will remain throughout the run
of Showboat.

* &k *

TOOT! One can’t help but wonder what
will happen the first time the Robert E Lee
XXXVII comes "round Cattail Bend . . .
with our good friend the swan, who has
had the river pretty much to himself this
spring.

Hurry, Hurry!‘l
News or Ads

All parsons wishing to have items
and advertising published in the July
3 edition are advised once again that
special deadlines are in effect in or-
der that employees of the Ledger
Suburban Life may enjoy a summer
holiday.

Items for the society page, com-
ing events and general news columns
will be accepted until 5 p.m. this
Thursday (June 26). Sports news
and photos will be taken until noon
Friday.

Display advertising will be accept-
ed until 5 p.m. this Friday (June 27).
The classified ad deadline is noon
Saturday.

New Connector

to |-96 Set
for Opening

Local, county and state officials are
scheduled to be on hand next Wednesday
morning (July 2) to officiate at the open-
ing ceremonies of the new Alden Nash
Road connector between Lowell and 1-96.

The all-weather highway will officially
open to traffic following ribbon-cutting
ceremonies at 10 a.m., according to Kent
County Road Commission sources.

For the next 24 days, the road will un-
officially be known as “Lowell Showboat
Highway,” continuing through the run of
the annual summer classic on July 26.

NAUGHTY GIRLS!
A survey shows that shoplifters stole an

average of $3.05 per heist from supermar-

kets last year. Women were the chief cul-
prits and health and beauty aids their fav-
orite loot
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Outline Plans
for Memorial

Norm Borgerson stepped down as president of
Lowell Rotary Club at the annual chicken barbe-
cue held by Rotarians Wednesday noon.
nchorgenon will be succeeded by Stanley Gard-

Protest
Truck

Traffic

Residents of Spaulding Avenue between
M-21 and Ada Drive turned out en masse at
Monday night's meeting of the Ada Town-
ship board to seek a solution to increased
truck traffic on the street.

Only two families were not represented
... one because of illness and the other be-
cause of vacation.

Last January Spaulding residents had pe-
titioned the board for improvement of
Spaulding Avenue, possibly black-topping.
The board Comsidered the request and tried
to locate additional funds for the project,
although its road budget for 1969 had been
allocated.

Residents claim that as many as 100
heavy trucks use the road daily to carry
gravel from the pit at the north end. Al
though there is an exit from the north onto
Fulton Avenue, it is not the direct route in
some cases to the delivery site.

The petitioners claim that independent
truck drivers are making the road unsafe
for their children by driving at excessive
speeds.

Don Scofield, chief engineer of the Kent
County Road Commission, was present
and explained in detail the use of the coun-
ty's share of highway revenues. He recom-
mended that residents form a special as-
sessment district to build sidewalks,

The road commission would be willin
to build a black-top read at an est m\alc(f ’
cost of $30,000"" Anotheralternative, Sco-
field suggested, was to accept $23,000
from the owner of the gravel pit to be
placed with county funds to build an all-
weather road.

The residents indicated that this was not
the solution they were seeking, they would
rather eliminate truck traffic by placing a
five-ton load limit on that portion of the
road.

The Road Commission will survey traf-
fic using the road and examine damage and
safety factors to present at a special hear-
ing later.

The board accepted the gift of the Ada
Dam impeller presented by a citizens com-
mittee to the township. Asan historical
reminder similar to the Rix Robinson mark-
er and the covered bridge, it was agreed
that the new monument should be placed
at the ball park.

The board also will ask township engi
neers to study a Department of Public
Works map of the Ada water and sewer
district. It also considered asking for a
feasibility study of new sources of water.

The board received an estimate of $9,-
400 for grading of Conservation Road for
a distance of three tenths of a mile.

Wins New Term
asBarbers Prexy

Ron Plekker of the Village Barber Shop
in Ada has been elected to his third term
as president of the Michigan Barbers Asso-
ciation.

Also president of the Grand Rapids
Barbers Association, Plekker finished as
runner-up for Barber of the Year honors in
Michigan during the annual state conven-
tion held in Grand Rapids last week.

BAKERY CLOSED - We will be closed
for vacation July 1-14. Fluger's Lowell
Bakery, 216 E. Mai c12-14
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Before turning his gavel over to the new presi- 3
dent, Borgerson outlined plans for a proposed civ- %
ic memorial to four native sons who contributed
generously to the community in the form of funds
and community projects. &
Rotary members voted to move ahead on the 3
plan, which would pay tribute to early civic lead- &
ers Philip Schneider, Frank King, Dr. S. S. Lee and §
Ernest R. Graham. &
The memorial, which would cost about $1,000, i
3
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